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"THEY H'ATED ME WITHOUT A CAUSE" 
THE prophetic word of our caption the New Testament was evil. Fie was' hated because He told the truth, ~01 

tells us was fulfilled in the experience of Christ. How because .of any untruthfulness. H~ was hated 'because H!: ,. 
bitterly was ,He hated by the 'religious leaders, who stirred was strong, riot ~ecause' He was' weak. He was hated he-
up the multitude until they howled about the cross like a cause he was a Be:t:lefa.ctor 'of all mankind, not because He . 
pack of wild beasts of' prey; thirSting for blQ!)d! I received anything for Himself. He was hated really be-

There'are people who are hated because they are hateful,' , cause He was the "~xpress ~age'of (the Father's) person", 
and in "being hated they reap.only what they have sown .. and ~en did not like to ret3in God in their k,nowledge. . .... 
But what a stupendous wonder"that such an' one as Christ What was, and:is stj.ll, true of Christ will 'be experienced 
should be hated!/-He went a:bout doing' good. He did by 3::DY church that becomes; by God's grace, the custodian 
nothing but good. He fed I the hungry multitudes.' He ,. and exemplar of His truth. So, indeed, did the Lord pre­
healed' all manner-of diseases., And in His preaChing He dict: "If the world~hate 'you, ,ye know that it hated me 
uttered such gracious 'words as never man had uttered 'before it hated you. ~f'ye were of ,the World,' the world . 
before. He was, indeed, the very Incarnation of, the. Jove would love. his own: but because yeO are not of. the world, 
of God. Notwithstanding, He was so hated as no other but I have chosen you out of the world, ,therefore the 
man was ever hated., _. , world hateth you. . Remember the word that I said unto 

What can be" the reason for thi~? _ In' respect to the you, The servant is J?ot greater than his lord~ If they have 
re~gious leaders, their hatred was born of. jealousy and persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have 
envy. I~ is said of Pilate that "he knew that for. envy kept my saying, they will keep yours also. But all 'these 
they had' delivered him" up. Nothing is more hellishly things will they do unto you for iny name's sake, blcause 
deadly than jealousy .. It is, in fac~" a kind of insanity: they know not him that sent me .. If I'had not come and 
if yielded to, it often becomes a homicidal mania., The spoken unto. them, they had not had sin: but now, they 
religious leaders were full of hatred becau~e the multitudes, have no cloke for their sin. He that, hatetli me hateth my 
the common p~ople. were on the side of Jesus. After the Father also. If I had not done amongst them the works 
.-esurrection of Lazarus, when the 'Pharisees were told what which none ()thet man did, they had not had sm.: but now, 
Jesus had done, ids said: "Then gathered the chief priests 'have they both seen and hated both me and my Father. 
and the PhariseeS a c;ouncil, and said, Wh~t do 'we? for But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled' 
this man doeth many miracles. If we let him thus alone, that is written .in their law, They hated me with(;lUt a caus~." 
all men will believe' on him: and the 'Romans shall come Preaching -that pleases the fancies of carnal, men, that 

.. and take away both our plac~ anc;l nation" An~ Qne of ' knows no higher' standards of . life than carnal standards, 
them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest. that same will be' pOpular with carnally-minded men. But those who 
y~, said unto·them, Ye know nothing at alI~ nor consider' keep close'to the Saviour will be hllted as He was hated. 
that it is expedient for'us, that one man should 'die for the They will often wonder why they ,are so much disliked, 
people, and that the whole nati9n perish not." , why so often they ~ evil spoken of. The answer is that 

They envied Him His powers, and coqsequent popularity. - carnal men"have no appetite for spiritual food, and no' 
That multitudes of sick folk had been made whole was disce~ent, and" therefore, no appreciation of the glories 
nothing to them. ',That the dead had been raised to life, of the life that is hid with Christ in God. '- . .. 
only increased their hatred., They ~d ,pot de!1y the reality If; therefore, we are much hated, our first chief obliga-
of H,is miraCles - they could ,not; nor could they question tion is to see and make absolutely su~-that. we have given 
His beneficence; nor the good deeds which ever' niarked no cause to anyone to hate us: If we ate sure of that" we 
His pathway. They thought only of their 'place, their posi- may comfort ourselves by the reflection that they hated 
tion, their prominence, and 'perh~ps their emoluments. And qhrist befor.e they hated us. And f~r our ·re~assurance, let 
80 ~'from that day forth they took council together for to us' "consider him ~t endured such contradiction of ,sin- I . 

put him to ~eath." . ' , .' ners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your, 
Jesus was hated ,because He was good, not because He ,minds." ., ' . 
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TWO LETTERS FROM THE CANADIAN 

BAPTIST . . 
I .N the two letters .f:r:om The Catnadian Baptist which we 

. pU/blish below we are glad to have proof of what we 
have always beIleved, that in what we call The .old Con­
vention of Ontario and ,Quebec, among the Churches of 
the ,Mari.time,s, and the BaJptiost' Churches of the West, 
there i,s, because there must ibe, "'a remnant according to 
the election of grace". Obviously ·there are still a few rea) 
Baptists :left in Canada. 
, We quite agree with "W-estem Layman" that it is pos­
sible to magnify the Denomination at the expense of the 
local church. The passion for greatness is not new: it 

. was apparent am~ng individualS in our 'Lord's <4ly, in­
cluding the disciples who .disputed as to which of them 
mould "be the greatest. If we are not. mistaken,. it was 

. Mr. Moody who said that the passion for. pre-eminence had 
proba1l1y wrought more damage in the Christian church' 
than aU the immoralities, and doctrinal a:berrations of all 
the centuries, or words to that effect.· What the world 
needs to-day is quality, not quantity. In 'this· connection 
me venture to tell a story, whidi has never before been 
published: 

, About a Church in Los Angeles- , 
Years ago, perhaps about ninetc:en hundred and twenty-
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Jour, the Editor was on the Pacific Coast, attending a Con-
vention in Seattle. We were requested to preach in the in .th. e second. place, tho at w. hi.ch;, ,is strictly and rep' eat~diy 
Church of-the Open Door at Los Angeles, for two Sundays, 
and the week between. This we' consented to do. enJomed, you treat WIth mdifference, and teach that it 

Shortly after our arrival in Los Angeles we were visited does not matter much." They said, "You refer to the mat­
by a member of· the official Board of the church. The ~er of baptism?" 1 said, "Yes." They-said, "Tell us about 
Chu,r.ch of the Open Door had then _ we do riot know It. We do not understand much about it." . , 
what they hav:c::. now - "stewards" for the Methodists, Then I ventured' to eXEQund the New Testament doc~ , 
"deacon~" for the Baptists; and "elders" for the Presby- - trine' of Baptism;. and in ooing so', I said, ''Obedience to 
terians.· The official who called was a Methodist, and a .the word of the Lord will never prove a barrier to progress . 

. steward of the church. He proceeded to tell us of all the I have no brief for the lady whom you call 'Sister Aimie' 
advantages of the Church of the Open Door, and what a more widely known as Aimie Semple McPherson, but on~ 
~emendous opportunity it presented to preach the gospel. thing can _ be said -for her. On Thursday night last. she 
Imm~diately we responded in' words to this effect: "I hope - baptized forty-five, and she said it was the smallest number 
you have not been thinking of me in connection with the of baptisms she had had in three and cine half years. The 
vacant" pastorate of this church." (Dr. R. A. Torrey had fad is, she baptized more people in the scriptural way than 
retired shortly. before) . He said, "We certainly are, and all other ~urches in Los Angeles puttogeth~r' baptized in 
it was for that we invited you." "Then," I said, "I wish any -way; and that surely proves that scriptural baptism 
you would get someone else to preach tQ-morrow for I is no hindrance to progress and popularity.'~ . 
am married to my own church, and I have no personal . Then I added that if I. were even free to consider their 

'interest in the pastorate of. any church in the world, outside ..... 'proposal, I should make such demands upo.n them as, I 
of Jarvis Street. I-expect to go' to heaven from there." feared they would not be ready to comply with. They 
He insisted that there should be no change'Jor the Sunday said, ."What would they be?" I said, "You. would have 
follflwing, because' the. services had been announced.' to put a baptistery iz;J.. the, upper auditorium. (They had 
... Severa1 services were held during 'the week. The audi- one only in the lower auditorium). They ~d, "That could 
torium was a large one, seating about four thousand two . easily be arranged. What else,?" I sai(j, "Every one of you 
hundred people. ' '. would have to get into it." Then they I,Ilad:e the astounding 

The second Saturday I was invited to a dinner, which statement, "We think there would be no objectiori to that.­
I was told had been arranged so that all the officials of If you would become our Pastor, you 'could baptize every 
the 'church could meet me. We had diDner, and -then they one of us, who is not yet baptized." .. 
proCeeded, as the friend of a week ago had done, to spea:k, Here was a ch&ch of which the great Dr. R. A. Torrey 
of the pastorate of the Church of the Open Door. -We had been' P~stor, and they knew no more about the scrip­
repeated wh~t we had said the week Qef?re, with emPh:asis; tural doctrine of baptism than a 'company of Hottentots,' 
Qut added, Even were I free to conSlder sl1:ch overtUres except such 'as had been baP1:ized, ~d who knew the sig­
from you or any.other chu~, I could not think of becom- nificance of it. Not because Dr. Torrey did not know but 
ing Pastor of this chur~." They inquired. why. I took .b~ause he 'had, been silent on the subject. . 
the calendar for the day m my hand, and sald, "You have What folly, to suppose that Baptist churches would in­
h~re a. picture of ~ church .built Qn a. book, but you are not . crease by pursuing a course of disobedience! Where there 
built 'on a book." , They said, "Why do' you say that?" is nq progress among such churches, the reason for decline 
"Becaus~·you practise in the name of the Lord· at least'one . is not baptism, but something else: something that is far 
thing for which there is no New Testament warrant.' And deeper and far more serious. . . -

I' 
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CHUllCH MEMBEllSmp 
Dear Mr. Editor: . . 

We have read with keen disappointment. some of the de­
featiSt at1ji~des ex,l?ressed in letters appearing recently in 
"The Canadian Baptist". . . ' 
, It would appear that for years we have held an improper 
position' in requiring 'baptism by immersion as a pre-requisite 
to regenerate church ·membership. It has ,been our conviction 
that the New Testament is explicit in its teaching with 
respect. to this ordinance, clearly defining it as an outward 
expression of an inward experience. 

;Our Lord's example in submitting Himself to this symbol 
'and in His. subsequent teaching has forever established the 
value of this pu1ilic witness for a sincere Christian. The 
Apostle: Paul, and the Apostolic writings emphasize the 

'necessity 'and the value of this position. Since those days 
countless'thousands have sealed this covenant with their own 
lives Ibecause they were persuaded that they ought to obey 
God rather than meu.. . 

It is our conviction that ministers. who advocate that we 
dispense with this ordinance 'as a requisite for church mem­
bership are concerned'more with numbers than· with con-

o science,and are qUick to apologize rather'than to defend' the 
faith "once dJ:livei-ed, unto the saints.", \ . 

Our day with 'its careless church relatiolllShips and lack of 
conviction on spiritUal matters' needs a renewed emphasis on 
this basic 'Scriptural teaching. We believe that where a min­
istry emphasizes the' "new birth" in Jesus Christ and prac­
tises believer's baptism, with dignity and. meaning, people 
ask for no substitute. ' 

Further we feel that where the individual refuses to sub­
mit to this beautiful 'ahd meaningful ordinance it is due to 
lack of conviction: Convenience should' never 'be subservient . 

. to conviction in our spiritual witness. 
Yours for more and better Baptists. 

Dear Editor: 

(REV.) F1RED WkRD, Kingsville. 
(REV.) A. C. BINqHAM, Wheatley. 
(REV.) LEONARD A. O'NEIL. Leamington. 

SBCOND 
FR.oM -THE WEST 

As an interested reader of your paper (ancl especially of 
the "Letters to the Editor") I would like to pass .along a 
fevi tlloughts that have come from this reading. 

Are not some of the difficulties of Baptists caused by the 
attempt'to combine two almost contradictory ideas-(A), The 
local Church, a self-governing entity, and (B), a denomina­
tion' which can take its place. with the other great church 
,bodies? . 

Is there not. a possibility that there is a parallel between 
us and the Israelites who said:: "We will Dve a king over 

: us that we also may be like all the nations"? (1 Samuel 8: 
19-20). Was it .not the glory of Israel that' God had chosen 
them to be different? 

We BaRtists must be one of the great denominations or 
else lose 'prestige". But ~ur churches have no place in their 
doctrine for that submission to an external authority which 
is a necessity for a successful denomination. 

Because we are a great denomination we must have stand­
ards for ordination which may cancel the right ofa local 

. church to ordain the pastor whom they believe has been given 
to them by G~d, In the West if enough pressure is exerted 
the "Standard" maT be set aside for par.ticular ~ases. Quite 
right from a Baptist point of view .but hardly fair to the 
individual or denomination that has ·~een at painS to maintain 
the '~Standards". A¥ain, as one of the great denominations, 
we must have 'bulldi}lgS which are com:parable with the best 
of other churches and an order of servIce to match, regard­
less of the C06t or suitability to our real needs, 

Could it be that the root of our trouble is tha~ 90 percent 
of our church members, including ministers} are Baptista by 
birth and upb!"fnging and not by that con'riction whicli brought 
Baptist churches into existence? . 

. ,,-Western Layman. 
Saskatchewan. 

f!. 

A LOVELY DREAM 
.TH!S Editor is' not a dreamer. He has, of course, many 

interesting day' dreams, as anyone with any imag­
ination must have. B.ut his night dreams are usually up­
side down, and have no selise at all. What happened to 
change fue usual quality of his dream we do not knoW. 
Last Thursday, January 8th, waS' the first positively 
nasty winter's day we have had. It was blowing. an~ 
snowing, and making life miserable for everybody. ,But 
even that was not serious, for it was all over some time 
during the night. . 

But when we went to sleep, this ugly thSngwe eaU 
"Winter", looked as if it were gettin·g into ita .trld. 
preparing to make itself a regular nuisance. We droPPG« 
off to sleep, and immediately we were in Florida SD .. ' 
lovely orange grove, with the ·sun touching wfth ~peautt­
ful sheen the leaves of.the orange trees. The golden trutt 
was hanging temptingly d'own; and there was a careaiJllI 
breeze that seemed almost to whisper words Qf welcome. 

What a contrast to th'at' ugly winter night in 'l'orontt, 
'here in sunny Florida,. far from frost and snow 1 AI., 
the dream did not last long! We were soon awakenett 
and the wind was ·blowing, and the trees moanlni, aat 
we were still in Toronto. 

We would not have di'stant' readers think that Toronto 
is a bad place in which to live. By Friday morning It 
was all over, and we have had delightful weather all 
through what are supposed to be the winter months, with 
virtually no snow, and hardly any frost, no' hard frost; 
and to-day, January 13th, the thermometer is between 
forty and fifty degrees above zero. The sun is sl),ining 
brilliantly, and the weather inexpressibly delightful. 

But we are not deceived. It is not quite the middle 
. of January. January -may yet be savage, ana 'February 

ferocious, and March just '''horrid''. It may not be; we 
hope it will not be. .. 

. This Editor would ,be reluctant to· acknowled'ge ·th, 
charge of cowardice; but there i's one thing he is posi­
tively afraid of, and that is the ugly month' of March: 
It was on the sixth of March, nineteen -lwndred and ten 
he ·and Jarvis Street;· Church first became mutually 
acquainted. There are "not wanting some who would 

. say that eve~ that was a 'black March day, although we 
remember it was warm as 'in the summer time, With not 

·a 'bit of snow, and a heavy t1)understorm. But there 
'have been other March days. In nineteen hundred and 
thirty-seven the Editor was carried home from his office 
on a 'Stretcher wifu a heart attack. 'fihat was: the last 
day of March. On the fourth of March, nineteen hund·red 
and thirty~ight our church building was burned. On 
another March day, years before, running for a street 
car we fell and fractured the left wrist. On still another 
March day we fell iIi the cemetery, and fractured the 
humerus, the upper arm, which' was in a cast for two 
months. 

'But that is ancient history. Notwithstanding, we pro­
pose to try to make that Florida dream come true. Leav­
ing Toronto about ·the fourth of March, we want to go 
somewhere ,below' ~e ilnow and frost line; ·a.t;l.d all th.e way 
down to Florida., if ·it f. not too warm down there 'by that 
. time. ~e hope to be back 'Vary early 'in April. 

This is one of the Editors day dreants, whiah he hopes 
will come true. 



. .... ; .', . 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PIlOTESTANT ADVOCATE 4 (612) 

AMONG'THE CHUJlCHES 

January 15, 1953 

we had the, joy of seeing one' young/lady profess faith 
in Ohrist. This r.eJoIced our 'he~rts greatly." 

Ilev. G. A. Adams, B.Th., Becomes Pastor of· '. ' , 
Toronto Church, ' ' Blessing at Mitchell Squar~ , , 

O~ SUNDAY, January 4th, Rev. G. A: Adams 'began, Fo~ th~p8.8t 'Several years the pUlpit of Mitchell Square 
'his ministry in 'Toronto' as Pastor of 'Central Bap- BaptIst Church near OriIlia has· been occupied by students 

tist 'Church. ICentral Baptist Church was organized' as of Toronto Baptist Seminary. The ministries' o~ these' 
a Regular Baptist Church in 1937 under the leadership _ yo~ng men, who have in turn' serve~ as 'student-pastors 
of ;Rev. Siqney Lawrence, M:A. It has a' .fine ,,building of the church: have been not, only accep~ble but abund­
located on Ossington Avenue near Hall-am ,Street in the antly productIve. The present pa-stor is Student Samuel 
w~st end of the city. Mr. Lawrence has been the -onii ~ulloch. Mr. Tulloch will soon earn for himself the high 
pastor 9f ~Central Church since its inception and' at an tI~e, of "Visiting 'Sam". ' 'Since 'he .began his ministrY iri " 
induction service held on Monday evening December 29th MItchell 'Square early last summer,' practically the whole, 
when a crowd gathered whiCh paCKed the' church buildin~ countryside has been v,isited and through 'his lips liter­
to'its capacity, Mr. Lawrence by a few fitting remarks, allYhun,dre~s'h,ave heard the gQOd neW'S of rsalva'iion,faith­
metaphorically :han,ded over the mantle of .leadership to full~ p;r?Cla,Imed. Before . ret!1rni~g to' Torontg Baptist 
Mr. Ad'ams. Dr. Shields, 'with his usual masterly ability, Sem~nar~ for f~rther studIes 'In October, 'Mr. Tulloch had 
,preached the induction sermon. th~ JOy of leadmg. no le~s' than seven believers through 
,Althoug~ still a young man, ~ev. Geoffr:ey Adams, is the.waters ?f,'baptIsm .. Three weeks ago two m?re obeyed 

'not a nOVIce. He was converted during the' late world theIr Lord In thIS ordmance. Mr. TulloC'h WrItes to say 
war through the influence of 'his close friend, Rev. Bert that 8:l1 9f these new ponverts: are' gro,wing in gra,ce and 

,OatleY-Willis, while serving "in the Royal Navy on His ~ave exp~essed themselves las desiring to aSsist the pastor 
Majesty's aircraft carrier, INDOMITABLE. Since that In reachIng other souls of their, community for the 
time ,l).e h'as completed a ,fou:r:-year course in theology at ¥aster. " , 
Toronto Baptist Seminary, 'graduating with the deg'ree 
of B.Th. Together with his studies, "first at Toronto 

,Baptist Semina~y and .then ·at Toronto Univer,sity where 
,he is taking ,further studies, he has been p~tor of Beth-

-DYING VIEW OF CHRISTIAN ACTIVITY 

. ' 

_ any Baptist ChurC'P., Har.riston, for three 'and a half years. ' 
When Mr. Adams went to Harris,ton the people of Beth-' 
any Church were in a very precarious situation 'with 
relation to, their church building. Under h1s 'wfse 'and 
careful lead~rship the building was' re-possessed and, 'in 
due course, made ready for services.' His fine record at 
Harriston along with the rich experience received whHe 
there, 'highly c9mmend 'him to the work of the pastorate 
of Central Chur~h.' "'. ' 

, .One feels sometimes in 'prospeCt of death like the' 
vene~able Bede, who, when he had nearly tran~lated the 
Gosp~ of- St: John, said,'to the young man who was writ-
inl! fro~ his dictation, "Write fast, write fast,' for I am 
dYI~g. ,How far are you now? How many verses re­
maIn?, "So many." "Quicker, quicker," said he ,"write ' 
more quickly, quickly,' for' I, I3hall be dying." When at ' ' 
length he said, "I have come to the last verse", ,.the good ' 
old man folded ibis arms, ,!Sang the Doxology and fell" 
a~leep in Jesus. Quickly, ,brother, quickly, you ~ill never' 
ge~, through the chapter if, you do not work and write 
qUl;kly. Quickly," quickly, your time of dying is so near. 
QUIckly, a!ld, then when you have done, if you have 
worked qUIckly for Christ, Ulough it is not" of dEfut ,but , 

. We wish to assure Mr. Adams that he comes to his 
new work In Toronto with the prayers and good wishes 
of all the churches and friends of our Conserv·ative Bap-, 
tist Association. We con,fidently predict ,for him in Cen­
~ral IChurch a great future of happy fellowship and fruit-
,ful ministry. v , 

, Services Held in New Ch~~ Building at Po,rtage., 
, la Prarrle 

AnotBer milestone was reac'lied by the 'valiant pastor 
and people of "Bible Baptist' Church, Portage la Prairie, 
when on Sunday, ,December 14th, the pastor, Rev. Elton 

'\, ,Britton, preached hi,s' first sermon in ,the basement ,of' 
their. new church building. Mr. 'Britton report~, on ~e 
progress of the work as follows: "The people in Portage 
la Prairie have experienced, two 'highlights recently.' First ' 
there was the vIsit of Dr. Shields and Rev. H. C. Slade to 
our c~ty. Many 'had met Mr. Slade on a previous visit 
but had'never heard or met Dr. 'ShieldS. The brief fel­
lowship was sweet. and the Stirring gospel message 'by 
Dr. Shields made heaven seem_ very near. ' The second 
highUght took place Sunday, Decem'ber 14th, when we 
held our first service, in the' lower auditorium of our new, 

. church building. A goodly' number attended all services 
'and God's presence was manifest in our midst. Of course 
our buIlding -is' not completed but our 'men are' busy night 
after night- and our basement is n~ar completion., From 
now on,. a~ we visit among the ~ople of our city and 
commuDIty, we expect to see the SundaY-School 'and 
Church service a~ndan~es 'greatly increase. Recently 

of grace, you will be a:ble 19 !58Y' at" l~st, "Lordi, now ' 
lettest thou thy servalJ,t depart' in peace", and' with' a' 
Doxol()gy on your quivering lip you will go to sing the 
Doxology in sweeter strains ab~ve. 

-C. H. SPURGEON 
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'-, W~t J'aruts ~tr't,t' ,utpit, 
"T-WO' IMMUTABLE .THINGS", 

A ~rmon by the Pastor, Dr. T. 'T. Shields 

-

" 

,Preached in Ja~is Street B~ptist Church, Toronto, 'Sunday Evening, Ja~ua;;.y-llth, 1953 -
(Eiectrically Recoroecf) , 

, "For when God malie promise to Abraham, ,because he could swear 'by no greater, 
lie'sware by 'himself, " ' , 

"Saying, Surely 'bleSlSing I will 'bless thee, and' multtplying I will multiply thee. 
"And so; after he had patiently endured, 'he obtained the promise.. " 
"For men verily swear by the greater: and ,an oath for confirmation is to them an 

end of all strife., ' . 
"W'herein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the 

immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: . I 

"That 'by two immutable tnings, in which it was impossrble for. God to lie, we 
might have a strong consolation; who have' fled for refuge to lay hold lIPon the hope, 
set before us:' " ' . 

"W11ieh hope we have IllS an' anchor, of the soul, both sure and .steadfast, and 
which entereth into that within the veil; , , , 

"Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high 'priest for 
ever,' after the order of Melchisedec'!'-Heb. 6 :13-20. . . 

• 
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, Prayer Before the Sermon 0 Lord, we have come to hear Thy Word this even~ng. 
'We re~ember" 0 Lo~, that in the'd'ays of, Thy flesh We w:ould not Ibe familiar with holy things. ISave ·us from 

Thou wert ~ver thronged by l1eedy men 'and, women. TheY\ the ipresumption of supposing that our little m~nds can under­
c!IDl~. to Thee with t~eir physical·ailments, with tlieit domes-, stand the Word of the Infinite. Grant us th~ Spirit of ·the 
tic problems; th~ even"came when they were hungry. And Infinite, the Spirit of'tlie EternaL' 0 Thou Divine Author, 

'of Thy' fulness Thou didst satisfy thelli ,all, and, none were Come to 116 this evening, and expound the word of -the truth ... 
turned emPty away; We too are ,but .meridit;ants, poor, beg- of the gospel" so that whl;ln we leave this place we 'shall be 
gl!-rs, -every 'one. We have nothIng to bring Thee. We come ridilllg' upon, our high 'places,', mounting up even with win,gs 
',,!It~ open 4ands outstre.tched,· \Seek~ng ,mercy. of 'Vheef peti- as eagles. Lord lead us into a lar.ge 'place, lead us' of Thy 
tIomng Thee to supply our needs. We do not know how to Spirit that we may this everting literally revel in the luxuries 
pray .. How can we, when we have 'been accustomed to 'such" ,of infinite grace. We would ~eave behind us the beggarly 

, straitness, to such .limitations, in our own lives? We do elem~nt~ o~ this world. We .woul4 fai~ forget 'our, poverty, 
~ot know, how. t? ask large - things of Thee. Impoverished 3!)-d lImItatIons, for as Thou hast ordaIned to blot out o?r 
~n ~~r own,8pll'lts, and straitene4 in our own meagre con- sm. fr0ll!' Thy remembrance" so ,,!e Jlra~ that Thou WIlt 
ceptlons, we do not know how to approach the mercy seat. ' cast a veIl over the . past, and unveIl the-;-:ruture, so that we 
, We thank'Thee for the principle of abounding grace, for' !TIllY move f?ryvard! traver~in:1f t~e . path : of- the' just, which 
the, grace that meets us where we are most urgently in, IS as the shmmg hght WhICh shmeth more and more Junto 
~eed, for t1!-~ ~race that has taken .a~count of ~our incapaci- the perfect day. For' Jesus' sake, Amen. 
~Ies, and, 'gIven ·to us ,the Holy SpInt, W'ho knoweth what 
IS the mmd. of God. 'And' full often, 0 Lord, as He minis- TH;ERlE are not wanting those who .give the name of / 
ters to us we are made aware of a larger world, of the great g'ospel, or good new-s, to 'a mess'age which invites men, 
storehouses of which of oUi'selves we had never dreamed, of the 
great~possibilities.stretching out before the view of the redeem".: not to an experience of grace, buii to 'an experime~t with 
ed soul. O.that we may see some of these thirigs this 'evening! 'God. 'Salv!iltion is 'supposedly conditioned upon something 
We w~)Uld, as we have been admonished in Thy Word this that is within our competence to db, some works of right-
evening, leave behind us,' or at. least not linger undulv with ' 
them, these first principles" the 'beginnings of' things." May eousness which we may do. And a.s long, as we continue 
,W!! nQt always be babes', who must needs be given milk. in the doing of it aU is well, but if we should fail, then 
. GIve us th,e strength, of a maturer 'manhood that will permit our salvation goes ·by the board. Mr. Slade read to you 
116 to rejoice in the strong meat of the Word. We know, 0 this evenih.g ··a passage w!bich is' used sometimes by ,those 
Lord, that Thou art a1ble to help us' in a thousand ways be': ' 
yond our e~pectations or imaginingll. Thou hast planned who .would teach that salvation is not much more t;han a 
such great things SOl' us; Thou hast laid up in Thy treasuries. mere expen.ment,:~ "For it is imposs'i,ble for those who 
such a ,bountiful store for all Thy children. Forbid' that we were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly 

. 'ihould live 'l;Ielow our 'privileges, that we should always gift,and were made partakers of' the Holy Ghost, and 
grovel here below, fond of our earthly 'toys, \SO that 'Qur souls 

, can neither fly, nor go to reach immortal joys.' This is be- have tasted the good woreJ·of God, and the powers of the 
cause our spiritual vision is beclouded, this is because we world t9 come, if they shall fall 'a'\Yay, to renew them 
are uninstructed in ,respect to Thine unsearcha:ble riches of again unto repentance." I say to my friends who preach 
~race .. "!fe would fa~n, we fear, sometimes content our- t . d t d d I" h h . ] 
selves WIth the fealSt of the Father'S house, 'having but little tha In an ou i up an' own, gosp~, t at w atever e se 

',desire for the best robe, and the ring on our hand. Help this ,Scripture teaches it teaches this, that if once aDY 
us to reD:lember, 0 Lord, that we are the children of One one should fall away from their possession, then renewal· 
Who is infil!itelr ric~" a~4 th~t 'it)s;Thy good pleasure'that would be an Impossibility. ''Phe Scripture. not infre-

, , we~ ,sh.;>uld hv!! as chdoren of, the King, and that we should ' '" , 
. 'gr9'Y,~up )n~~ H;iin in, al~ ',t~~n.gs;:·ln preparation for the day! 'quently speaks thus for, our ,.admonition. ' It' would be 

. when: we, ~ba~l, ,be ,the, compan,Ions' of .. ~els, and 'yet superior' quite true to say that if this planet'were to slip from its 
- .. ~o th~m., ,The Lord give us, t.;> understand the high destiny orbit; and begin a lturtHng journey through infinite­

of ,tP.OISe w~o 'believe. '(jive us, first to app~eciate; Rlld then space, 'there is no power that cOuld restOre it to its orbit 
to appropnate, thaf vast wealth which will fit us for all 
t~e duties of our princely 'state, which will enable ·us una- again.' I think that would probably be tr.ue. But y.0U 

' .. ba,shed 1;(1 Walk ,the str~ets. of gold.among .the angels. see,:'following upon th-is serious and solemn admonition, 
'.' . '.' . . . *. • '. . 
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there Is this word of reassurance, for such f'aIling away gives us "two' immutable things,", not-one but, two, in 
as is here described ,involves an utter repudiation of each of which it is i~possibl~ for 'God to lie. An$! that 
Jesus 'Ohrist 'and His work. It does not mean the man constitutes our strong consolation, "who have fled for 
or woman overtaken in a fault, who .throug!h 'weakness refu'ge to lay hold upon the ,hope set before us." And 
lapses from some high standard of righteousness - i.t what is that hope? "WhIch hope we have as' an anchor 
does not mean that. 'Those whQ thus fall away "crucify , of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth 
to themselves the Son of God 'a:fresh, and ,put him to an into that within the veil; whither the forerunner is for 
open shame." When I read of, 'some of the teachings of us entered, even Jesus." Let u's examine that great text 
certain theological professors, who, really mock at the ' a little, to see what it will say to us.' 
reality'of Christ and! His work, I think perhaps this must Surely we should recognize the importance of our 
have application to such, for they. certainly do crucify spiritl;lal security. If we fail here we 'fail everywhere; 

C the Son of 'God afresh; and put Him to an open shame, there is no second chance. "It is appointed unto men once 
But writing to these Hebrews the writer, Paul - if it to die, but after this the judgment." We, must know and 

, , W1tS Paul; we do not know whether it was -.:.. by inspira- be sure here and now. There'is no second shIp if we mis'S 
tion, of the Holy 'Ghost saYfl, "But, belo"ed, we are pei'- tp.is one. It is now'or'never for all of us, and therefore 
suaded better things of you, and things that accompany we must be sure. . 
salvation, though we thus speak." "We speak for your __ I. 
admonition, tba.,t you may walk carefully before God, but 

, we are persuaded that the thin:g~ which accompapy salva- Let'us look at THE REASON FOR THE DIVINE OATH. God 
, tion~ will be your portion." T'hen he goes on to ,give us, desires us .l!o know the imp'ossibil~ty of there being any -
I think, one of the greatest wor,ds to be found in the New change in Mis contract, in Hi-s Word, in the imrbufability 
Testament. I am almost afraid to attempt the exposition of His counsel. He will not alter, as He says, the thing' 
of it, but I shall essay the tas'k, as you pray I trust, and that has ,gone forth out of His lips. Having spoken the 
as I pray, that Go'd 'Who wrote the Word by His Spirit word, His word must abide forever. But for our comfort 
may interpret it to ~)Ur un<Ierstandings, and open our and assurance we must know that, and because of 'its'" 

, uniiel'Standoing tp.at we may, ,receive it in the love of it. importance God i's at pains to show us the immutahility 
of His counsel. That is to :say, we are to believe in the 

You know that all the children Of faitH are the children, dependa'biUty; in, the ,utter and final truthfulness of the 
of Abraham. ' And 'So we are carried back to Abra'ham inspired Word of God. "Very often men will not go to 
to whom, the New Testament says, the gospel was such trouble as that. A man of" honour, a man who is 
preached, just as fully as to us, so far 'as its implicatio1!s accustomed to being believed when he sp'eaks, says, "Now, 
and assurances were concerned, though the full content 'So and '80, there -is my word." But the mali says, "But 
of it, and the weal'th and largeness of it perhaps were sir ... " ."Well I ,am not going to, argue the point. I have 
not seen by Abraham. But he did rejoice to' see Christ's given y,ou my word; and if you do not belie~e it the 
day; he saw it and was glad. And when God made that responsibility' is yours; I am not going any farther than 
initial promise to Abraham He confirined it by an oath. that." "Let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay." 
What it condescension, that the great God should Confirm You cannot offer a greater 'insult to any man of honorlr, 
Jiis simple ,statement by an oath! And' "beca1}se he could if he 'gives you his word', than to ask for -proof of its 
swear by no greater, he sware by himself." Surely that dependability, can you? I ,know that in business they 
should guarantee the 'security 'of the children of faith. demand it;for the simple reason that there i's' too much 
Then he goes onto explain that among men '~men verily in what the Psalmist said in his 'haste: "All men are 
swear by'the greater :·'and an oath for confirniation is to 'liars.", And sO we' are well advised to find confirmation 
~hem an ,end of all.strife." We reco~ize that in courts of the word of men. And yet there are men, I have lI)et 
of law, even in capItal c~ses, when a h~e may. hang ullon ': hundreds of them, who. are just ,'s much, bound Iby a 
the accuracy of the testImony. The WItness IS sworn to ,promise as if it were sworn to a thousand times. The 
tell the truth, t?e whole trut?, and nothing but the tr~th, man says; "It is my word." And you cannot pay a greater 
and on the basI'S 'of the testImony thus presente~ a Jury compliment to any man than, to say, "He is a man of his 
of twelve good men and true are exp,ected to arnve at a word." You know that, do you-not? A man whose word 
verdict ,a,s to whether the prisoner in the dock is w:orthy cannot be relied- upon' - you do not want to have much 
to l.ive, or to die. An~ to viola,te a~ ,oath is .to c~mmit business, with 'him. Sti~ely;dear friends, when -God speaks 

, perJury, and to' be gUIlty of what, m the estImatIon of, that ought to have been enough. Th~ immutahility 'of. 
-human law, is a great crime., But however, even among ins counsel, inasmuC'has it was the word of 'God, should 
men, says the Hol~, ;Ghost, an oath settles everything. :have been self-evident. ' God is bound to keep His word. 
That is an end of all gainsaying; you cannot go beyond But the Lord condescends. P.erhaps it is because we are 
it. A man 'swears that ~hat h(! has 'said is true; and such liars ourselves. We are. "I am not." Yes you are, 
notbing but the truth, and there is no' use arguing a'bout We are full of dec'eit - not deli'berate outrageous liars, 
it. You may crgss-examine ?i~ to see whether,'he has but ju:Sta. little. "Is M!. ,So and So in?" "No., I am 
told the tru~, b~t after al~, It IS the oath that puts 'an sorry.!', Yes he is, and, Y.,ou are lying ~hout it. 'Some­
end to all gamsaymg. body 'comes to the door, and her ladyshIp does ndt open 

Now here is the wonderful word: "God, willing more the door, and gives the 'impression'that she is not home. 
abundantly to shew, unto "the heirs of promise the' im- But she is. We move in, a realm' of falsity and untrnth­
muta'bility of 'his counsel ... " God is at effort to make fulnes's and scheming. Perhaps God, in the infinitude 
it abundantly evident that His counsel, His wO,rd" is final ,of His grace, condescends to us who are ourselves so 
and ~nC'hangeable, and He is willing, He desires more ' unreliable, and who live with a people W-ho are ,unreliable. ' 
abundantly to show you and. me that we pave no' excuse You remember when Isaiah saw\the Lord high and lifted 
whatever for our unbelief. And He furnishes us with ,up" he said, "Woe' is ",me! for r am undone; because r 
a basi~ df faith. And so, He confirms it 'by an oath, and am :a,man of unclean lips, 'and I dwell in the midst of a-

( 
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people of unclean lips." How can people so cO'nditioned 
project their faith. and believe absolutely in something 
thati's entirely foreign to their experience - the im­
mutability of the Divine counsel? But He' sees that if 

'. we are to' have any joy in the ·Christian life that must be 
settled. We must know something of ~he immutability 
O'f His counsel. and so He gives us that. 

And then. for the believer's benefit it is given. If /:l 
man comes seeking favours he wants you to believe what' 

- he says. I have them eveh day. He is out of work. but 
'has just got a jo'b. and is going- to it tomorrow. But he 
will not get paid till the middle of the week. or the end 
of the week. and all he wants is car fare. or a meal. or 
something else. And they expect you to' believe it.. I 
do not believe- a word of it. But theY'want you to believe 
them when t'hey come asking favours. But 'God is not 
asking any favour of you. He ,does not 'ask you. to do 
anything for Him; He knows you cannot. And this ex­
hibition of the _i.mmuta'bility of His counsel. is for the 
advantage of whom? - ,of the heirs of promise. He 
wants the heirs of promise to believe what He" says. so 
that there will not be any doubt about it at all. It is to 
s'how to ·the heirs of His promise the immutability of 
·His counsel tltat He has ,taken certain steps. It is like a 
double endorsement of Heaven's ·cheque, is it not? Here 
is One bestowing a favour. but He ·is "willing more 
abundantly to shew unto ,the heirs of promise the im­
mutability of his counsel." 

And -so He go~to the extent of confirmi""g what He 
has said. with an oath.. He swears to the truth of the 
promise of salvation in 'Christ. -What an act of conde­
scension! He might easi~y h'ave said, "Believe it or not; 
it is your loss if you do not." But He 'haos -spoken for 
t1iat purpose; He has 'spoken for our benefit and etern·al 
salvation. and He is supremely anxious and desirous that 
we should understand His Word and believe -it. Nothing 
pleases 'God 'so much as just believing Him. "Without 
faith it is impossi'ble to please God," and without faith 
it is impossible to please any man. 

I remember a certain preacher years ago who was a 
little man, physically. His name was Frost, but nQ re­
lation to Queen's Park. lIe was_ an outspoken little ch.ap, 
and in the village where he was minister there was some­
thing wrong - I forget what it was - and this.diminu: 
tive preacher ventured to challenge the powers that, be, 

.to be. as I 'have said. sufficient. But He gives us some­
thing additional - "by two immutable things. in whiC'h 
it was impossible fQr God to lie"-in either of them. iil'both 
of them. especially since in this God, would ,have to violate 
His own nature. The apostle Paul gave uS' his reason for ' 
believing he was saved in this word: I live "'in hope of 
eternal life. which' God. that cannot lie. promised before 
the world began." Paul leaned upon that.' He said. ",God 
cannot lie: it is contrary to His nature." May I say this: 
if God could lie. if God were not immutable'. if He were 
not a's changeless as the laws'wh'ich radiate from Him •. '­
this' whole universe. held together by a million inter­
acting laws. would crumble and disintegrate. You re­
member it is said of the Lord Jesus that "all things were 
made by him;' and without him was not any thing made 
that was made." "For ,by him were all things created. 
that are 'in heaven •. and 'that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones. Qr dominions. or 
. principalities. or powers: all things were created. by. him. 
and for him: and he is before all things. and by him ;tIl 
things consist ... · or hold to'gether. It is just as the spokes 
of a wheel. just as the keystone of an arch. 'Everything 
depend'S upon the immutability O'f ,His cO'unsel. 

But to place it beyO'nd the realm of perad;yenture He 
hl1's cO'nfirmed it by an O'ath that He may give us twO' 
immutable things. First - His unsupported ~ord; sec­
O'ndlY - the prO'mise oath-bound. TwO' immutable things~ 
Here surely is a twO'-fold cable. eaCh- immutable thing 
wO'und 'abO'ut the other. ''in each of which it is impossible 
for God to lie. The word and the oath are essentially 
the same. God cannot lie. - " 

'This is what i's called our "strong consolation". I 
s'houid think it is. do you not? It 'is nQt what you have 
done. not what somebO'dy else h'as done. not what the 
priest or the preacher may do for you. or the church -
nothing of that sort. You cannot 'have afiy strong con­
solation in that. But here is something God has done. 
lie has sealed it 'by Hi,s promise. and bound His prO'mise 
by an O'ath. "Rest on that." He says. That is a strong 
consolation. is it not? to us "who have fled f9r refuge 
to lay hold upon the hope set before us." WhO' of us. dear 
friends. does not neM a refuge? Who of u's does not need 
a city of refuge? 'That i'st'he fi'gure. 'We "have fled for 
refuge to lay hold upon"the hope set 'befO're us"-this 
oath-bound promise' of :God Who cannot lie. i~volving the 
two i'mmutables. What could be stronger than tha~? 

III. 

I and denounce them for permitting this evil. Monq'ay 
morning 'he went down to the village, and ,he met a man 
half d·runk, stag'gering along. He came up to the 
preacher, and he said. "You're a -liar." and before he 
stopped to think the preacher 'had him on his back. He Let me say this before I finish, and speak to you a 
leaned over, and said, ."1 'am sorry, I didn't intend to moment about 'THE HOPE THAT Is'Tlius 'SECURED TO US. 
hurt you. But the man -doesn't live who can call me a What a fi'gure that is! "A strong consolation - this i·s 
liar without being called to account. Let me help you what we have· - who have fled. for -refuge to lay hold 
up." You could hardly blame him, could, y~u ? Butnot upon the hope set ~~fore us: WhICh h~pe we have :rs an 
to_ believe Gog., th"'e Scripture saY's, calls Him a liar.. And anchor ~f the .souI. Yo~ knaw what an anchor l'~. do 
so we lay our protest at the very foundation of an orderly - you nO,t.: I.t IS dropped mto the depths, 'and l~ys hold 
universe, where an immutable counsel is indispensable up~n the sod, or u~n the rock, and then the ShIP ~cks 
for its continuance. and dare to insult the Majesty of a httle and the ~ncht?r g.oes deeper a~d de~p~r, untIl 'by 
Heaven by refusing to believe what God says. But He and. ~y the mOOrl~g bne IS t!ut. and the 'ShIP IS a~~hored 
has pity on our folly and therefore has confirmed. His agamst tp.e storm .. Ah yes, an anchor of the ·soul. But 
promi'ses with an oath.' ~hen the anchor is dropped everyt~in~ de~e~~s O'n wh~t 

. IS down there under the surf, If It 1S shIftmg sand, ,It 
II. may be the anchor will not :liold very well. And some-

/' Now, "by two immutable things." WHAT A~E THE Two times after they have dropped the anC'hor, the drift of 
IMMUTABLE THINGS? The first, of course, is -the Divine the tide, -'and the pressure of the wind-, may cause the 
counsel itself. the Word of 'God itself. That is the one anchor to 'slip. But where is thi's anchor cast? "Which 
immu·table thing tha:.t God h-as given us. and .that ought hope we ·have as. an anchor of the soul ... which entereth 
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intO that within the veil.'" What is within the veil? 
God .. :Divine. holiness. (j yes, entering. within tluit'veil 
all uncertainties are left ·behind., Arid so our anch:or is 
cast within the veil, and 'is held by two immutable-things, 
in which it is . impossible for God to lie. And all the 

.. storms that may lireak upon- us cannot draw that anchor; "­
our anchor will hold. 
, But there is something better than that. I think it is 

not a: two-fold cord, Ibut this 'is the three-fold cord' that 
is not easily'broken. "Within the veil; whither the f9re­
runner is for us entered, even Jesus.'" I have read· of a: 
ship coming within sight of land, but some distance from 

,it. 'The winds' are howling, and the waves are roIling 
mountains high. If only they could 'get a mooring line 

. over there to that .shore, to 'hold that. ship until the storm­
subsides. B~t there IS no arm on that ship strong enough' ,. 
to'throw that -mooring line .. Then some brave man, maybe 
"the captain, a strong 'swimmer, ·takes a lesser line, wraps. 
it a'bout his wa:i'st. and fastens it securely. He comes to 
,the bulwark of h~s ship, and then plunges into the boiling 
cauldron below, and with strong strokes strikes out. 
Sometimes he' "is out of sight, 'and they won;der whether 
he will make it. WatC'hing'through their glasses at last 
they see .that· 'Solitary figure going up the beach with 'the 
line stiil about his waist. . It is secured to something 

"wm your anclior hold in ,the storms of life?' 
When the cllOuds unfold their wings o:f strife; . 

" When the strong tides lif,t and t!he cables strain, 
Wil'l ~ur anchor drif~ or fiT'l'Ii remain? . . 

"We,nave an anchor tnat ke6p8 the' 80tJJ ' 
Sted.fast and sure while' the biZZows roZZ; , 
Fastened. to the Rock which cannot move, 
Grounded. firm and. d.eep in the Saviour'8 love. 
.., .1 •• 

"it will surely hold-in t!be straits IOf fear,. 
When the breakers 'tell that the· reef is near; 
ThlOugh the ,tempest rave and the wHd winds blow; 
Not an angry.wave sh'aU lOur 'bark o'erflow. 

"It will sti.rely hold in thJ floods of cieafu, . 
When the· waters cold chill our latest breath; 
On the rising ,tide it can never fail ... 
Wobile our hlOpes 'abide ~:thin the veil . ., 

"When our ~yes betJold" ithrough ·the gathering' might, 
The city of gold, our harbour bright, . '. 
We sha:J.l anchor fast by the heavenly shore, 
With the storms an past fOr evermore. , 

"We have an: anchor toot ke~8 the 80ul 
.., 'Sted.fct8t and. 8ure while, the billow8 ron; 

Fastened. to the Rock that cannot move, . . 
Grounded. firm and. deep' in the'Saviour'8 love: ". . 

ASLEEP IN GETHSEMAN£ 

A Sermo~ by the P~tor, Dr, T. T. Shields 
Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto 
• :. ~unaay Morning" Nov~mber. 23rd'; 1952 ; . .; 

: yonder~',and 'they pull in the stronger cable, and .the ship 
is 'held, anchored to something on shore. My dear friehds, ' 
the .Lord Jesus' is that 'strong .swimmer, the Captain of 
our salvation.; ·He.took th'at. double line, if. I: may so say, 

, and carned It with ...... Him· wi~hin ·the veil, . received of the :' (Electrica.l~y Reco~~~:I:) .' . 
/ Father, honoui-ed of angels, His work complete. .. "Then, cometh Jesus with them unto a place called .GErth. 

". ," 

.. \. 

" Who' was. He? "Whither the forerunner is for ',us semane, 'and saith uhto the disciple,s,' Sit ye 'here, wJtihi I 
· entered, .even Jesus/' My dear friends, He has just 'gone go' and pray' yonder. . -. ,"" . '., .... .' .' :':" 
ahead, and Hi,s. presence the~ is' the guarantee that we " "And he t:ook with 'him J?eter and the two sons of Zebedee, 
sh'all be phe ..... some 'day. '''1 go to prepare"a' place for you, .. and.b!,gan to be sotipwful: Pond very ,~eaVy.,. .... ,., •. 

~v "Then'saith 'he linto them, My soul IS exceedmg sorrowful~ 
And if I go ·and· prepare a place for you; I will come again, even unto death: tarry· ye here, and watC'h with me. 
and l'eceive you unto myself; that where I am;, there. ye "And he went a little farther, and fell. on. his, face, and .. 
· may be also:'" ~Caft you suggest' any 'greater possible" prayed, saying, 0: 'my' Father, if it 'be pbslitble, let tibis cup' .. ' 

pa.ss from me: nevertheless nlOt as I will, put. as. thou wilt.; 
security th~lD that? If that does not guarantee eternal "And~ he cometh unto th~ disciples

l 
and find~th them .. asleep; 

life, then I do. not know what can. Ther~' is 'no power 'and swth unto Peter, What, coula ye not .. watch Wltlt me 
in heil that can change ihat .. Let'me read it again: . one hour? '. 

, .' ..' ... . "Watch and· pray, . that, ye enter not into temptation: the 
"Wherein God., Willing more abundantly.u; shew unto spirit indeed' is willing, but the fles1;t· is weak. 

"He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, 
the 'Heirs I()f promise the i11lJ!1utabiUty. Of his counsel, 0 my Father, if this cup may llot pass away from me, ex. 

· coI:lfirmed it by an oath: . cent I d'rink it, thy will be done. . " . 
, . "'Phat by tw..o immutable things, in 'which it was im- "And he came and found them .asleep again: for their eyes' 
'- poSsible'fur God to lie,we might have a stroilg consola- h 

til()n, who have fled for refuge to layobold upon the ihlOPe w~fAndeh~Yieft th~in, and went away again, and prayed the 
set. before .. us: . : , ... . third' time, saying the same words. 

"Which hope we have as 'an anchor I()f the soul, bl()th "Then cometh he' to his disciples, and' saith unto them', 
.sure and stedfast, 'aIld which entereth into that within. . Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is. at 
the veil; . '.' hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands' of 

.. "W'hi'ther ,the forerunner is for us . entered, even sinners. . . 
.... Jesus,' ma.de· ail high priest .for ever afiter the order of ",Rise, lei us, be going: behold, he is at 'hand that doth' be-

. Melchisedec." . tray me."-Matt. 26:3~~46. 

~t us pray. . 
o Lord,' we would honour Thee. We would dare ,to say 

·that we are 'as 'sure of Heaven as if we had been there a 
tHousand years. ' . , 

When we've been there ten thlOusand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, . '. , 

We've no less days to sirig Thy praise 
Tha,n when we first· begun. 

May Thy WlOrd this evening minister comfort .to believ:i'ng 

- ' Prayer Before the Sermon 
o Lord" we would ~emember that Thy. Book is eyer a 

sealed Book to us all unless and until Thou dOiSt enlighten 
our minds, ana ,give us unoel"Standi,ng that we may under­
stand' the Scriptures. ,We would not be among. those who 
are content with first principles only: we would, as Thou 

.. shalt help Us, go. on ''toward perfection, when we· shall see 
Thee, as we have been singing this morning, face to £:ace. 

We tpz:ay that· Tho~ wilt .~ve. us 'uJ).de1"Standing of Thy .. 

· hearts. May ·the heirs' of s8J.vation· be made just a 'little 
happier '1;lecause t!bey have been here tonight, and if there , 
is any poor bankrupt soui longing for deliverance; wish~ng 
that he or she could be sure, help them to see thaf·there 
is etemalsalvation in Christ, for Thy . Name's ~a:ke, i\men.: 

Word this· morning. "'Our mmd's.·are· gO'.occupied 'with ,the· 
thingS we see and 'touch and handle. 0f necessity we are 
in .tlte world, and. we . cannot escape : the, respoiisi'biljties of. .. . . 
lif, 'nor 'can' we avoid lOr evade' the. 'burd'ens; and sometimes, .' 
it is difficult .for us to 'divest ,ol1i-selves of mental preoccu- . / .. 

. pations .. and come with open minds to tlte' Word: of tr:uth.·: 

And now.Iet us sing: .' ) . ", ~~' . 
. . ,.' , 

. -.. 
Help' us, we pray: The.e, .. tp. dQ so t~is morning. Grant uS in 
. a . ve.ry real'. way the'; presence :and illu~inating ministry: Of.· ... ~ . 

I •• ,. ' • 

.. ~: . 
. " 

·f '. 
' .. 

; . 

J 
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the Holy Ghost, so tliat what we may leal'Jl of Thy Wold He ~me and brought !them to rhe rim of the shadow that 
this .~orning will have some sanctifying-effect upon our . would encompass Him; and as He moved forward in-to 
sI:irits, and m~e us to be' 'better men and women in the days the darkness of the region of the shadow of death. "He 

· t. at are to come.. ' .. .s' h hil I -d We pray fori the children, that ~arly they may turn to said· to His disciples, ., it ye ere, w _ e 'go an 'pray. 
Thee; and' that Thou wilt ,be pleased to ,bless :the word that yond~r." He had to:be alone. Yet He took three with 
has been taught them, the seed' that has been sown in their Him in His further wal'k in'to the garden. ' 
hearts. 'May it ,germinate and bring forth that which is . . , 
ordained in their lives.' W M Be Lik J 
.' Be -mindful of all -,-' those who are 'tried and troubled, _ e JISt , e esus 
the sick, ~he permimently afflicted, those who 'w~it for tHe ,My dear friends, we must Ibe like Him in some respects. 
home c~ll, and can perhaps expect nothing better in this life. We must follow "in His steps. We too must have our 
Draw near to them all, the young and the old, the sick and ' Gethseinane' we too 'must go to the cross. Christ . was 
the well, the wise -and' tihe unlettered, the weak and the, crucified fo~ "Us, but' we inust be crucified with Him. 
s~rong .. ,Put Thine arms of grace about, us, and draw us 
closer to. Thyself, for Jesus' sake, Amen. - "Except ·a corn of wheat fall in-to the groundl and d,ie, 

. . . ., . it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much 

I SUPPOSE we are'all'm<1l"e or~less familiar· with the fruit." And so there.is a sense in which all true be- _ 
'letter of this text, bu,t I fear tJ(a'tvery few of us, 'I' li~vers_ must traverse the path' the Master has .. trod, . 

if any-I think· there are none--:have' entered' into the and enter' into 'the ~periences which were His, oot which, 
profound significance of it. - _' in a deeper and "Profounder sense, were uniquely 

There is a man in the United"States who is just now' His.' Yes; there comes' a ·time to ,the Christian when 
facing a tremendous task. It would be diffi,cult to think .. we must reduce our companionships, "!lnd diminish our 
'of any man in the ~orld who ,is faCing greater resj>oilsi- correspondences, and 's'ay to those who ,are dearest to us, 
bilities 1ihan' Presid'ent-el~ Eisenhower .. 'Surely a man and to..the. interests which are dea:r;est; and perhaps seem 
would ,~ little short 'of a fool who:wpuld envy him his . to' 'ibe paramount, "Sit ye. here, wh,iJe. I .go yonder and 
position-to' Have to offer leadership, not only..to a great . pray." That is true of' all who would enter into the 

· nation, but ,now under the circumstances, 'to ,a troubled sufferings of 'Christ, and have fellowship with Him in 
world, a large part of which is at war. . The task· is His suffering, and -be made ·confonnable to H;is ·death. 
almost sufficient to 'sta!gger tbe imagination, and- one " .'. . 

· ~ust needs feel the profoundes't sympathy for any man Takes With :nun, Pe~r, J~es and John 
, : ..... : ... cho.se:n to: ugdertake so .grea~ 8:: work . .' An~. y.et,: th'at ~. Th~n He'1;o* Peter, -and ~·a:mes and John, ~e sons of 

. 'WhICh faces the Presiden~l~t of the Un,ited' 'Sta1;es, and Z~edee, and ·'began -to ,be sorrowful and. very . heavy . ~e 
the, responsibilities :which may face' ~ll the 'statesmen ,had said nothing to the larger numljer of His d~sciple8,. 

'; of the world coinlbined, -is as nothing·at.an C()Dlpared: with ,but 'to them He owned: His .. heart, as He was not wont 
the task which .w~s enterprised by ouz: Lora Jesus'Christ. to do, for-He' did not complain of Himself, or.the_burd~t:ls 
From ·all eternity He' had antiCipated the day when' th'at He bore .. Bu't -to· them on this occasion He said, ""My 
·work must be done, 'and He came in-to a ruined world to sour is exceeding sorrowful, e~en unto death: tarry ye 

\ ' 

, ' redeem it;· . ,..' . 'here and watch with me." And He went a l~ttle farther 
'. There was thi~ aIboui 'His mission that was ,peculiar- -H~ always doeS'. - Oh,'! trust. we try.to follow Him. 

" "'" He was to accompliS'h 'it. alone. He. was to have. no: help Follow Him as closely as you can,. but yo:u ~n alw~ys, 
· whatsoever in. .. fulfilling the mission appOinted. 'Proph"eti- find: tlia't He goes a little farther. Then 'He prayed that 
.' \cally it had been said ·that He carrie -from Edom, with prayer, into which we cannot enter. I do not undersf!and 

dyed garments .from Bozrah. 'He spoke in righteousness, it, ·nor do you. He fell on His' face, the God'-man, the 
travelling' iIi. the .greatne!JS of his streng'th, and was Prince of Glory, th'e One before. whose brightness all 

· - mighty: to save. And when jt was. asked; "Wherefore the angels veil their faces-He fell on His face, and" 
a~ ~hol! red: in th!ne appa;el, and tliy'garinents like prayed, saying, '~O my Father, "if it be possilb!e;- let this 
hIm_ that treadeth~7'"Ithe wInefat?". lIe answered" "I cup 'pass froIl! me: nevertheless not ·as .. I WIll, but as 
h1!ve trodden the WInepress alone; and of t'he people ·thou ·Wilt." What was that ctip~ "For In the hand' of 
tliei'ewas none with me ... and I looked, 'and, there was 'the Lord there is.a cup, aiid: the wine is red;"...:.....the cup 

. none to help; a,nd I woridered that there _was none to up- of 'the wi·ne of His ind:jgn'{ltion' whiCh is poured out with-, 
,~ . hold: therefore mine own arm,brougli't salvation' unto out mixture. ,it was an awful cup, was it noU-just 

me; and my fury,. i~ upheld me,". " io -looK at it, just to 'anticipate it, just to <:ontemplate it! 
And now in this text He is approaching t;he crisis hour, And even He shrank from it". 'I wonder what it meant? 

the hour of which all the. prophets h'ad spoken, and t07 "If it Ibe possible"-was it for us He 'thus prayedi? Did 
ward: wh'ich,lbefdre the d'awn of ~reation, He had: steatf'-. He mean to say, "0 Lord if there ~ any other way,find 
fastly.g~zed.'" . 'it for me. If 'it is not possible except I drink it; then 

He came 'to a place c!i11ed G'ethsemane, and He 'had His . Thy will be d~ne." In our little way, even perha"ps w;h~n 
. disciples with .Him. /We .are. told that He ordained, twelve, we were children,. and, we had some· bitter il1~sting 

· "that. }hey mIght be ~th Him";. for as we read .this drau'ght put into our hands, ~d we held, the <:~J)--we 
mormng, Hew:as made ni· the likeness of men, and was looked:, at it, and we put it ·down as though we. would 
found' -in fashi.on as a man. He came. to 00' our High seek a little respiife froIii the:horrid taste' of it. Did JeSus' 
'Priest, touched,with the feeling of. our infirmities, Very do-something like ·that? ,Did, ,He take that awfuI.cup 
God of verY God, yet He w.as Jhe 'One and only into' Which ·all·the pains and. horrors of hell were distilled, 
patter~)V.Ian·.A.~4) ~uppos~, that. OD. that human .s~de ~nd .then; a,ltnost Bihflnki,!g 'fr?lri :i't,·'liol.(r it a~ .a :di~ta~~~, 

· _ He neet!ed and: apprecIated some .human ~ympa'thy. 'It as He said, ".If it be' pOssI·ble, If there be anY'other way-
, was said i-n the beginning, "!It i's not good that the man nevertheless notl as 'I" will, -'but as thou wilt." . 

. ' should be alC?he; I 'will" make him an help '~eet f'or nim." ..'......., 
,'Nor ~as it good for the BridegrQom of our. souls to be .f. There W~s ~o 6ther Way.. . 
alone. He had cal.1ed· together these disciples, and ·they . Let. us learn,· dear frIends, that '~he unIquene,~s, the 
c~Il)e-with H.i~ toGet'h!J~ane, :and: reach1n'g there, ·.as. 'ewrnal necess~ty fO!~,.the death of ~nca~ate .DeIty ~~r 

. . . .~ . . --" . ... . . . . 
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the world's redremption was at that point forever settled. med'ical experts and others, tell' us there ·have been others 
Never expect that the ingenuity of men will find im Wlho; in moments'of great stress, and agony of soul, have 
easier way than God: Himself could find. And. if there sweat great drops of blood. But there is no record of any­
was no o'ther way than that which Jesus took, there is one's ever sUrv'i:ving such agonY'save Jesus Himself. Oh, 
no other. way that anyone eIse' may take. Gethsemane if Jesus had 'been only a man . Gethsemane would, have 
and the cross are eternal necessities, . rooted in the nature killed Him, and there had been no cross. It was the union 
of ,Go,d' Himself. There is no other way. of humanity with Deity th/1.t enabled Him to speak with 

. But we -cannot enter 'inlto it. That was something not righteousness, mighty. to save.,. Hence, He' could go all 
only human-"'Myr soul is exceed.ing. sorrowful ... " You the way 'to the cross. He' left 'them, 'and went on, and· 
remember that it is said, "He poured out. his soul unto . pray~d the same wonf,s. ' 
death." Yes; everything that was 'in the God-man, His ' 
whole soul, all that comprised His personali1ty, was neces- Here Is Divine Sovereignty 
sary to that sacrifice. He poured out His soul. 'Oh, the I hear some people. conditi~hing the oD!goings of God 
nails! the spe!!!, the crown of ·thorns,-these were as upon human caprice. You must do so and, so, and so and 
nothIng ,compared to that soul..Jagony in!to which He was so, and so ·and so,. or else every-thing will stop. Don't' 
now entering ere He had taken the 'Cup. And He said to you believe. it. Sleep on if you will,. sleep on and lIe . 
His disciples, His most trusted disciples, with' whom will leave you, and' go on ~rid pray, and go on to the 
He was most intimate: "Tarry yeo here, and waltch with cross. And 'in respect to' evel'Y other' enterprise of His 
me", almost as if He had said,- "Do not leave me alone He will nev.er.stop until He cries, '''It.is finishE~d';; whether 
in this dark hour." _ And He went a little farther, but . YO.iI help ,Him- or not. 'I wi~h we. cC?uld keep step with 

~ then He came back again, and what did He find? He HIm, don t ·you? Yes, an-d when we do we shall have a 
find-eth th-e~ asleep!. ' ,revival. And when :we'.are revived we shall )ceep step 

Have you-;---in your measure, ev,er en!tereil- into· that with Him. ' 
agonizing disappointment, when there has been laid upon He came to His disciples at 'last,~ and said; "!Sleep on 

, you some ' gigantic 'task, something that would- tax the now, and take your res't: behold, the 'hour is at hand, 
enertgies of the 'strongest, and you have confided in, and and the Son of man is betrayed into·the hands of sin- .:. 

. depended! upon, some whom you thought were one with ners." The hour for which all the ages had been wa:ting, 
you, and i-n the hour of your excruciating agony, when and toward. which the whole universe was looking, the 
all the world seemed: to 'be upon Y9U,' you have found them hour appOinted for the supx:.eme. achievement of Deity in 
asleep, fast ~sleep? . 'the redemption of 'an errihg world!....-the hour struck, 

And He said to them, "What, could, ye not watch with and those for whom it .struCk were fast asleep! "Sleep 
me one hour?" I Ithink it was as though He . said, "I ·on now, ·and take your rest". I find a-'great prayer in 
have ·been watching from before the worlds were made; my heart the'se days, "Lord: don't let me sleep; don't let 
I have been . steadily moving. toward this· awful crisis me be uncon~ious of, or indifferent to, Thine occasions 
through all th~ millennia of human history, and it b.as passing by. Give me -a little share. in, what Thou hast 
never been absent from me. I have call-ed you to my side planned." . 
to ''be' with me ,just alt the cz1sis .. What, could ye not But God' has not forsalken His world. I 'believe there 
watch with me Qne hour?" Oh, what miserable wretches is a sense in which Gethsemane . 'and the cross are not 
we are, how wea:k, how' utterly unworthy: of Him~Who liinited· to a point of time.. There is 'a sense in whic'n 
is our !~aviour! He could watch for us through all eter- Jesus Ohrist always lived 'in 'Ge'thsemarie. He endured 
nity; we canno't watch with Him one hour! Then to eternal ,agonies which culminated at 'the cross. 
them He said, "If not for me, watch 'and pray for your- My d~ar friends, I have a deepening conviction that 
selves, lest ye enter' into temptation." And how tenderly God would 'have us watch with Him. He must have· some 
compassionate He was in making allowance for. their great plim for th'is world. I believe 'He wilIbreak in 
weakness; when· He said, "The spirIt· indeed is willing, upon its darkness; I 'believe He will- bring His springtime 
hult the flesh is wealk." He forgave them their .somno· to His church; 'Oh, let us ask God"'OO make us spiritually 
rence, as He forgives us. But what I ask is this,: how' alert, sensittve to all the, windiS that bl~, .and all the 
can we p'ossib~1J fQrgive oursel1'cs jar what we are, though tides that flow, responsive. to "\every breath thalt comes 
He mo,11 forgive? from Heaven, so that we .may be His men and His wO,· 

Ch • 'S d P . men in, the crisis hours of the worM's history. 
r~t s econ. rayer . I do not know whether I have '~d:e yo~ u.nder!;!tand 

!Ie went away. agam an,d .prayed the second tIme, and. what is in my mind 'this morning. I am only depressed 
saId the same thI~g. .;\nd- ev-en after Ithat tender rebuke when 'I feel that we are scarcely half awake, insensible 
He. came to them agaIn .ar,d ~e found· . them a~leep, for to the tremendous tides that are flowing; and d!)af to 
theIr eyes 'Yere heavy. WhIle men slept, hIS enemy the voice that is caIling, "Tarry ye here .. and watch with 
cam~ and sowed tares" .. W'hat a sleepy, . lazy, good for me". Le't us pray. ' . 
nothIng .~ot we are, wh.en mea~ur~d by. the .standard of . 0 Lord, we thaDk Thee for calliIII~ UIS into fellowship with 
our Lord! Asleep agaIn! ThIS tIme He dId not wake Thyself. We thank Thee -.for putting this' honour upon us 
them up: He left them and went away again andl prayed, whiCh the. angels envy and' coyet. Surely Thou hast some­
saying the same word's; and' perhaps He Soliloquized, "I . thingJor: us to do. Make,'us all faithful to our charge, what­
must do without them". Have you ever prayed .like that? ever It may be, for Jesus" sake, Amen,. 
You have got to the end of everything, until you had 
only one prayer, and you had to repeat it over aIJ'd over 

. again, and say the _ same word'8. "If. it be pos-sible, let 
this cup pass from me" .. Oh. I wish we could unders·tand 
Gethsemane! 'Even before He came to the ~ross He 
swea't as it were 'great drops of blood f'aIling down to 
the ground. And some who have searched the records, 

. I 

If our future blessedness shall consist in being where' 
He is and beholding His glorY, .what better preparation 
can there be for it than. a constant previous contempla­
·tion of that glory as revealed in the gospel, that by a 

. view of It: we ·may be graduaJ.ly transformed' into the 
srune glory·?--.,.JOHN OWEN . 
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Chapter Nine in the History of the Battle for the Bible Among 

Baptists of Ontario and Quebec 

. By Dr. T. T. ShieldS 

OUGHT THIS HISTORY TO BE WRITTEN? 
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SOME have raised that question. Tbey·th-ink the con- Another man was the late Dr. George T. Webb. When 
troversy of the past is over,and.they ask, "Why open The World Baptist Alliance held its last meeting in 

old sores?" But the ~ontroversy of the past is not over. Toronto, I saw an announcement in the paper "that Dr; 
·Modernism is still on the march, and more aggreS'Sive Webb had remarked· to a newspaper reporter that Dr. 
than ever. If we h~d one reason for opposing .the teach- Shields h'ad died several years ago, but· had been walking 
ing of McMaster University thirty years ago, we have about to save 'funeral expenses. I went out one day to 
a hundred reasons for doing so to-day. When this con- the Exhibition grounds, and happened to meet Dr. Webb. 
troversy first began the'pressure of ·the mo~entum of . I called to him, and approached him, and said, "Come, my 
McMaster's heresies was nM fully felt, :because in many frie'lfd, ,shake hands with a fairly lively corpse"; and we 
cases chur2hes' were !being carried forward by ali Evan- did shake hands. ' 
geIical momentum generated by decades of Evangelical A couple of summers ago Dr. Webb called my office 
teaching. 'The EvaD.'gelical momentum has largely died and ,asked for an appointment. The appointment was 
down, and the Modernistic momentum is on the increase. made, and I met him here in Jarvis .St. office. He said 

The personnel of the ministry of what we have come someth-ing to this effect: "I am only' a poor preacher, 
to call "The Old ·Convention" has almost entirely changed. and I h;ive not much, but here is a. five dollar bill, and· 
Many of the older men have p~ssed' on; 'an'd in many cases . it would please me much if you would 'accept it toward 
churches are manned by graduates from Toronto Bible. your work. You are doing a great job, and you have been 
College, and EV!plgeJ.ical importations from Britain and . fi'g'hting the .battle for all of us." Dr. Webb was not an 

'the pnited States. Very few of the pres~nt generation ·outspoken champion of orthodoxy, but I am ·sure he never 
of ministers know anything 8.+bout the battles' of thirty was a Modernist. He· was carried along for a while by. 
years ago. . the tide. I . 

When we were "in the' midst of ·tbits 'Conflict McMaster On ~nother occasion, two or three years ago one Sum-
University made no attempt whatever to answer our mer evening the Chairman of one of the Boards of The 
charges, but sen't its professors all over 'the Convention Ontario and Quebec ~nvention was in my evening ser­
constituencies with this single message, that "Dr. Shields vice. It was in the new building, and on that occa·sion 
was a liar", and .. that noth\ng of his .mes&age was to be the 'bU'ilding was packed to capacity, people sitting in the 
received 01: to be b~ieved. ..... a:isles. The s~rvice was not .dismissed until after nine 

We think it certain there are ministers in the On- o'clock, and it was in August .. This Board 'Chairman wa's 
'tario and' Quebec Convention, and others in the Maritime sitting near the front. After th~ benediction I greeted 
Provinces, 'and some in t~e Provinces .of the West, who him. . He 'said, '''This is wonderful! In A.ugust! with 
are perfectly loyal to Evangelical priIicjples, and to stich nothing but the word of Ood to attract." And then he 
principles as have been 'held and enunciated by Regular added, "You know you have no right to be on the out­
Bapti'sts. They ought to be informed· of the true issues. side. You ought to be in with us." I ·said, "I thought 
Then, too, ,in the nearly thirty intervening years, churches' that myself for several years, until you put me out, and 
and ministers have seen somethi;ng of the ripened fr~it put thi's church out." He looked around at the congrega­
of Modernism, -and they want none of it. tion just beginniri'g to move, and he said, "Is it too late? 

We print elsewhere in this issue two letters from a Cannot something 'be done to bring you back?" I said 
,recept issue of The Canadian Baptist, 'showing that both 'to him, '''Your Convention cheered to the echo a man who 
in the East and in the West there are men who are genu- mocked at the precious' blood, and who declared :p.e would 
ine Baptists. It is for their information we write. There put the dictum of Science before the autlt~l"ity of. the 
is a scripture which says, "When a man~s ways' please .the Word of God. You ·gave the Lord of -Glory successive in­
Lord, he ma'keth even hi,s enemies to be at peace with vitations as heartily extended as you knew 'how to extend 
him." It does not· say that he will not have enemies, for them, to leav.e you. What more can YQU exp'ect?" He 

~ surely 'he will have many. But it does' say that'if his ways was not antagonistic, but he 'said, "I may tell you He' 
are pleasing to God, in due time even his enemies will see has certainly left us." ./ 
that 'he is right, and will be at peace :with him. If I were to say more in that direction I should identify 

We have had several indicatfoD's that some, who were the Board over which he presided, and that would divulge 
once bitter enemies, have come to see the foily of the 'his -identity, which I could not do without his permission. 
course pursued. Our friend, the late Dr. A. J. Vining He did add this, "You were a true proph~. You told 
was_ one. lie came to Jarvis Street to see me, to apolo- us that we should not..ieel the full force of Modernism 
gize for the part ·he .. had. taken, and to acknowlelige that for twenty .years, until the Evangelical momentum had 
on his part, and ·the part 'of others,' the course~taken had died down, and_,(tlie momentum of Modernism took its 
been ~ colossal blunder. 1 could have .wished that Dr. place, 'and that is ve:.:y generally apparent to-day." 
Vining could have llKI.de bits acknowledgment publicly; I am in receipt of correspondence 'from all over the 
'but as he did not, I was unable to make it for him dUring Dominion, ·and many hundreds have' ·subscribed for' the 
his lifetime. paper containing th~e accounts, and are r~ading them 
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with ·avidity; 'and . some of, them cordially thank me 
for publishing them. That is why these ·h·istoricaI' rec-
ords are bein~ given to :the' public. . . ", 

Dr. Cross was !followed by that of ProfeSsors Robins, 
. Parsons; 'and Nixon, who sympathized with "these views. 
, .:r'bese. men, wi,th Prof. Moeh!lmann, ~ gave evidence 

In ·the.tr utterances that a veritable revolution had taken 

. Last 'Week's Chapter . , _ . ,place in the attitude of ·the Seminary toward 'the funda-
v 'mentals of the Christian faith/' . . 

. We co~c1uded last week'~ chapter, with excerpts, from ' . 
the teachIng of Georg9 Burman Foster, who at one time PROFESSOR ERNEST W. PARSONS 
":,as Prof~O'r in Mc¥aster, a~d until, and up to the Professor Ernes-t W.' Parsons was' a 'graduate of Mc-
time of, hIS departure, was lauded as a great teacher. Master University. He waS" settled as Pastor of·:the Port 
~e w~ there. withhi-s evil ,influence' long enough to pro- Arthur Church, in 1901. He i-s listed in the Year Book 

. Ject hImself Into .other personalities, and- in due course a-sbeing still Pastor iii Port Arthur in 1907. And. he is 
they Cl!JDe forward :to perpetuate the dissemination of listed in the Year Book as residing ·in Toronto in 1908; 

'.~ Foster's poison. Incidentally, \Ve may here remark, on but not ItS being the pastor ··of any ,Toronto 'Church 
the authority Of Ernest!. Gordon, in The Leaven- of the Whethe~ or, not he was then doing graduate work at 

o ,.S~dducees, page· one hundred and ,eighty-eight, that ,Pro- McM,aster University,' we cannot 'Ray. We shall later 
fe~s?r Feister w~s :'e~cl~.ded. from' the 'O.hicago Baptist print what was 'said'by the great Augustus Strong, the 
MIDlsters' ~ssC?c~~tlon for. h~s anti-'Christianity"., 'author of the monumental text Oook on Systematic'Theo­

,There' were qthers Whose names :have not figured logy, and who was' pro'fessor at Rochester SemiTlary. It is 
largely in th·is history,. but SOme of them ought to be enough to publish wlh'at Professor Parsons says in "The 
mel}tioned .. '. -~ ,". . Religion of the ,New Testament" without any speci'al 

Professor, George 'Bu,rman Foster, while teaching in comment. \ Dr,. McCaul. hali said enough tn' I,rls intrOduc-
this 'Baptist' Sem,inaI'Y; tha.t -is, or was, a· combination of" tion tQ his analysis., . \\. . . 
the Baptist Union Seminliry of Morgan Park with Chicago' 0 

Universit~, . waiS J:!as.tor ,of 'the', Unitarian Churelt, at "The Religion of·the New T~ta.m~nt", 
j 1161_.:1' . W' , 'By Ernest W. Parsons ' " 

~.ma.u·lson, ISC. . " . .' .' ' 
Pl'.6fessor . Hli.y'dQn was aiso ~ graduate of- McM.aster ' A 'perusal of Pal"8ons' 'book Je.aves the .impression 'thWt . '-

'(Jnivel"8ity. We met 'Mm 'once, 'and, we saw him play in' it is an echo of 'Foster. The' latter 'seems fully to have .. 
a murderous game of lacrosse. He was put off the field deserve!! t{le' rep~tatioil he had 'a generation ago of 'be­

,'b:y the umpire··for.·a .foul::' ~ He. ·I'etired. 'from the :game, ing, the arch ... heretic " ~f ()h,i~ago Unive~i~y for, whom 
and I,sa.w hini With·: blood' streaminj{doWn Ms face: But·· even ~Qs~ liberals at that flJme felt. Qblfgec:I, tO~l!-po)ogize: . 

, .' Prilfe!lsor' iiaydoii1believed' virtu'ally nothing; ,'He suc-. DOUGLA~ ,MAC.IN.TOSH, a ~cM·aster graduate;' too}C. his· 
ceeded. P,rofessor George Burman Foster 'at Madison, that' ?octora~ m IChlcago and ~me !l~ a teacher to Brandon 
j-s .in.,a ,Uni'taI.'.ian Ohurch, ,w'l.liIe:lecturing on 'Compara- ".' .1~08 bearing t!terepu~tion ~fhavin&: ~nth~ most ., 
tive Religion in ·.the-Semip.ary. At ·the Ann!lal .Meeting, l-)rJlha~t, s~udent ,1.~ ,philosophy that had appeared up to 
of the We-sterp ·Conference (Uilitarian) nineteen hundred ~at tIme m the bst of graduates. He was my .tea~hel·, 
and t,weilty-tWo, '!ProfessOr, Haydon begdm, 'kill add?'68s by , olD t~e . last ye!lr ·of ~y -~urse at .. Brandon; .. HIS r~g.ht, 

". sta;~ing that he Was: f!. memJ~er of thl! Hyde Pa,rk Baptist ~o 'hls reputation seeme~ confirm~ ~en he wa~ called 
, , -Church, .Pastor Qf the' Madison' Unitarian Church .. and 'de- from Br~don to the cha!r.o.f. systematIc theQ,Iogy 'in Ya,le .. 

'voting his .. life. toteackin.g' the NO'f/rChrisMn Religions. DR. 'McDJAR~1I! (t?e PrlDClpal) was very p~ud of 1um 
of the future." Profea'Sor Haydon was a 'Hu.manist a .and of the dIstin~tIon tb'at, had come/to :Branda::,1 College'. 

'. product of Fosteri.sm in McMaster ~nivers~tY.. ' ' . He al!l!d«;i,~.MA?INTOSH'S 8ou~d.~ess as an,.a~swer ~ the 
. Dr. George '9r~s. ~eft . !\IcMaster' University to go. to que.stJo~. ,,~,uld:. ~ny g~d thmg rome ~ut of ChJ~go 

Newton ICentre; ~nd Ia,ter became Professor of' Systematic U.~uverslty . He 5eel!'ed, to all o~ us a most ~~us-
TheoJogy -at Rochester Theological,'Seminary, New York. mInd~d.,m~n of d,*:p PIety. , . 

I. find this paragraph' in Ernest Gordon's book, The At th.e tIme,of hIS death about two yea.z:'s ag? .the, New - , 
Leaven .of tlJ,e Sadducees, page 'one hundred and, eighty- . YO:k Tim~ d~dted two full columns to hll's obl~uary a~d " . 
nine. Thus the product of McMaster 'University became spoke o!. hll~ as p~bablY,: ~he greates~ t~eo~oglan. of ~IS . 

a divishe force in Roches'ter'Theological ·Seminary. Dr.' &:eneratIon. Y~t WIth all ~IS apparent devotI~~ ~. O~rI,!-
,Oross does' really -illustrate what our friend,' Dr. T. B. .tJa? tr~th I find'that a t~Ir9 ~oo~ o~ FOSTER~, ChrI~tI­
McDormand called' "The Tragedy' o:t Schism" for the amty I~ Its .~o~ern E:x;pre8'slon: 'IS~ one ·th'a:t contalI~s 
result of bios ~ing -to Roch~ter ~as the resi:gnation of' F~ST~ S unpubhshe.d D(~tes used lD hiS lectures 'and· the 
some members of the Committee, 'and th 'tlid I f edItor IS DOUGLAS MA..CIN~SH. In the,preface M~cIN~SH 
others ' ' ,e WI, rawa 0 ,says among other thmgs: "Forme~ students. wIll recog-. 
" Thi~ is' the paragraph froIl}' The Lea'lJ6n' of 'the nize h~re especially many 9f· the btilUant and memorable 

'Saddu~ees' sayingJ of ·this, i·n'Spirln~ and: thoug.ht-provoklinl!' teaeller. 
II • , ..' • " PROF, FOSTER was a remarkably sympathetic interpreter 

, Rochest~r TheolOgIcal ~em~nary; was bUllt up mto . of points of view other ·'thanhis own. With him radical 
a, 'PI:JWerfu~ and usefu!l institution 6y Dr. ,Augustus H, , 't" .. : I' th' " • f' .. . . Str9pg, backed by a'group of laymen Messrs. Trevor crl.lclSID was 'lnstrumenta, e conservation 0 genu me 

" 

(,' .... : 

'. 

Milbank, . Hoyt; "and' the .eld~r Rockef~Her:' For many ~, rehgio,us values was the end. He was interested .. in the· . 
years it, provided theBapti~ 'churcl\es with [Qyal.pas- 'removing of those thiQgs which 'were $baken, that. the. .' ,.', 
tors ~~ mis~naries. ~uta, change has come overll:1i' _thin'gs which were not shaken might'ibe,s'een 'to rema1n. ' 
·teaclung., In hiS unpubhshed autObiography Dr. Strong H ld tak "d" . ." t . th I 
lays'Ws ·at.';fhe .. d()Or of Prof. George.CI'()S8.'.'The reSult. :.- e. co~ .. · ~ ,more .~r~~g exc~~s~ons.m 0 ? rea ms· '\ ' 

. , ,of'the ,election of Dr. cross'" be SayS 'Ib.as' been 'the' . of, doubt than would'have·been spiritually' safe f:or:a less .... . ,': .... 
'. resignation Of some members of the oofumftteeand the . deeply: religious m·an.'~·· . . , ' , ...' .. " 
. w.i~drawal of others from, active service." 1- regard, MACINTOSH ptiblfsh~ . Fosm;s dictated class 'l~tures - '';; '. ~hat election as t'I;Ie ·greatest calamity'th-at has come and 'comments in 192i. PARSONS published his· 'book 'on 

,J' . • to' the ·Seminary. '. It was the entrance. of an agnosl:ilc, . .... ' ". . . 
, skepti!!al, .an~ !ln~-OlJ.r!stia~ ~lement into i~ teacliing, '1he Rel'/,g~ of the ]t{6W Testilmen,t m ~939, PARSONS 

. " . the res1,l~~ ~ WhIch ,W1~l.ibe _o.nIj.evil.. ~e e!.e~ion of . ~as; I behe:ve; a .grad?~te 'of ~cM'aste!. In ,any.case"ac-·. . ... :, .. ,' , 
,. \ ..... '.' ' .. " ' '. : .. ' ...., , , '" . ' . '. ~'. . .. " . '.:: .' 

-,..;. ..... 
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cord·ing to the· Rochester- year book wMch I receiv~d a 
few days ago (December 18, 1952), PARSONS' has been a 
visiting lecturer at McMaster several times in ·the last 
few ye~. Following 'are a few quotations from 'his 
book. They might be -multiplied but most of them _would 
be repeating FOSTER:' . . ..' . 

. '" - "Did' Jesus of Naz~th ever live ? •.• What we really 
have is the portrait, or portraits, that they painted; we 
do not have his face. It IS an apocalfPtic picture painted' 
in glowing oriental colors - a creatIon of Jewish long-

. ing, perhaps? Portraits sometimes ~ ideal productions 
of the artistic imagination to whicl1 np original corre­
sponds. Such. are some of these Jesus-portraits; possibly 
t~y all, are." . 
The foregoing i,s from FOSTER: Finality of the Cliris­

tian Religion page 325-6. -' 
. (The comments printed in 10 point type such_as this.between 

the 8 point paragraphs of quotanons from Professor Parsons, 
ar.e written by Dr. Robert McCaul, who also selec~d the 
quotations. Ed. G. W.) _ . 

The following from PARSONS: 'Rel. of 'tfi,e N.T.: 
". "Careful examination of the constituent parts of the Gos­

pels show that they have passed' through the double' alembic 
of oral transmission and of practical interest. -THE COI,.OR 
OF SITUATIONS NOT. EXISTENT IN JESUS' DAY AND 
NOT IN HIS PURVIEW H.A:S STAINED THE 'J'RADITION 

, until it is one of the most delicate :processes of N.T. study; 
in fact at times almost an impossible ohe to disengage that 
which is genuinely from Jesus from that' which later lidoring, 
faith' or insisteht practical need thought he must hav~ said 
and done . : . Moreover a comparative study of the first three 
Gospels with the fourth gospel increases our difficulty. If 
'we are seeking' to discover the religion of Jesus, what Jes~s 

.' is it with whom we ·have to do? The. Jesus of the SynoptIc 
Gospels '1 The Jesus of the Fourth- Gospel'l or the -Jesus 
who finds various interpretations in these Gospels,? For one 
cannot have them. all." . . 
. While he disthictly 'implies that it is il'Opeless to look 
for anY real portrait of Jesus' in the Gospel records, he 
concedes· that there may he here and there some faint 
reproduction of w~at Jesus may :have said:: 

"The parable of the talents • . . this parable hU been 
worked over in the interest ofa later time but there is n'oth­
ing improbable' in an .historical kernel representing Jesus' 
thought." -. . 

In picturing the religious environment of Jesus PAR­
SONS says that he inherited the "Heibrew thought 
of' God", , 
"to be sure there are blemishes in the' picture: Universality 
was limited by ,the .idea of a special national covenant rela­
tionship • . • his high .anli lofty character was flecked by the 
thought of his jealousy for his prerogatives • • • how greatly 
it contributed to his (J~sus) thought of Deity we ~hall see in 
our later discussion. (9) 

Referr'ing to confused Jewish thought about demons 
he .says: .. . .' .' " 

"Thili varied, shiftinc, contradictory· phase of Jewish 
.. thought was inherited by Jesus of Nazareth and v,layed 

an important paz:!;'in much of his relijious thinking. ' (12)· 

The author informs us that the Church has .been mis~ 
taken in concluding that the burden of Jesus' message 
w~~ a call to repentance. Rather it was to .announce the 
nearness 'Of the Kingdom, so· near indeed that He expected 
it to come in His own lIfetime 'and in this, of course, he 
was simply rotally mistaken and ~e agony in the garden 
was) in . part 'attributaible to his 'disappointment in' this 
His mistaken anticipation:. . . 

"It is sometimes said that the central thought in his mE$­
sage was repentance and the spiI1tual quality of the king­
dom. Such was not the case. . The central tllought was the 
imminence of the kingdom •• '. The imminent ~ming of the 

kingd6m is the underlying conviction ot Jesus iIi.. his ~rtef 
pub1ic career." . 

"During the meal he ~resses his consuming desire to 
celebrate the impending passover and declares that when 
he does eat it the kingdom' of God will be already present 
..• we should long since have seen· that Jesus was not con­
templating any long' abstinence· from food or drink but· that 
his soul was swept with. the conviction of the utter imminence 
of tlie kingdom." 

. ";I esus expected the sudden inlbrel!king .. of· the king­
dom to take place at the passover at whIch he subse-

. quently met his death." -' . 
"Is it possi'ble that. part of the agony in the garden of 

Gethsemane was due to unexpected but necessary changes 
in his. view of the coming of' the kingdom and 'his own ,rela­
tionship to it? It is clear, however, that until the last, JesuB 
~pe,cted the' kingdom to 'be realized' in his lifetime and in 
the lifetime of his immediate associates." . 

"The inevitable confusion which a national· eschatology and 
an individual. eschatology made in Jewish thought js at tiDies 
apparent in the thought of Jesus." . . 

:E»ARSONS thinks, however, that the words "before I 
suffer" ·may no't.ind·icate that Jesus expected the coming 
of the kingdom -before his crucifixion, for' the likelihood 

- is .tha't theSe words are a later. addition ... 
"EnougJi has been said to show that Jesus held steadily ·to 

the view of a speedily coining kingdom." . . . 
PARSONS finds n~ hint in· the ~ynoptic -gospels of "any 

transactional' element in a redemp,tive sCheme". - If one 
~r two pa:ssag!lS seem to have that color it is 'Que tQ a 
read·ing ·back of Pauline thQug.ht and is' "not· a true 
representation of the' thought of Jesus".' - . 

The author seeks to prove that whereas Paul unable 
to shake off the old Jewish idea of the necessity of ani­
mal"sacrifices in connection with the remission of .sins, 
carries this over into ;Christianity, 'influenced also doubt­
le-ss iby a similar idea in ~e my~tery .religions which 
pervaded ~is day 'and introduces .into the .christian scheme 
the idea of atonement and expiation which was foreign 
to the thought of Jesus.' T-his is What he mean~ by there 
being~no "transactional element in the message of Jes1is. 
The idea is. pot only distip.ctly Pauline 'hut definitely con­
tradictory to the teaching of Jesus. Here .af least the .' 
aut1!.or,seems for once to be quite sure what the teaching' 
of 'Jesus was notwithstanding the varioufl "alembics" 
through whiCh it must· have ·reached him. So we are not 
only to choo_Be between the Synoptic Gospels and John as 
to what portrait we will··have of Jesus but we-must also 
chOQ.l[le betw:een Jesus and Paul wheijler we are to have 
'a gospel without or' with the idea of an atonement : ." 

"~!'ln one asks, if !,ne does ask, the 9.uestion as to how 
Paul could have conceIved a scheme so dif,(erent from that 
which charaCterized the thought and message of John and 
Jesus, which was that of simple and repentant turning to 
God··for· .fol'giving acceptance, ·the answer is found .along 
several lines • • • Paul came from the scribal and Pharasaic 
strain 'of Jewish religion where lea'al and ritual o),servance 

. was the' sine qua non and where Goa was conceived' in judicial 
and commercial terms. The lex talionis was an integral 
part of that sYIIJtem • • • in general Paul··has recourse to the 
Jewish sacrifici81 system, as the means. of explaining the sig­
nificance of the death of Jesus ... as a matter of fact Paul 

. has no single interpretation of the death of Jesus .•• attacks' 
it from several angles not one of which is free from serious 
logical objections." . .' '. . 

Referring to ·the paralble of ·the Prodigal Son: 
"There is not even the remotest. suggestion of trans-

• action ..• One cannot avoid asking why-... if a vicarious 
transaetion;were necessary to reconciliation, Jesus should 
have left it out here ..• the only altern:ative is to say 
that no transactional element was in the mind of Jesus." 

, (33) .... . 
"The only power to admit to the kingdom ~d to fel-

lowship was 'a correct attitude." -

/ 

.~ 
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According. to the author of "The Religion of .JeSus" it / 
was Paul rather than Jesus who was responsi'ble. for :in­
troducing the atonement idea· into what the church has~ 
observed as the Lord''S Supper. It was Paul. that made 
a memoriai meal out of what Jesus intended· to be a 
common meal: 

"A comparison of these passageS will show ~at the prac­
tice of the early Christian communities was not that of a 
memorial meal nor the observance of a reqemptive symbol, 
but the gat4ering to eat a meal in common." . . 

PARSONS holds that what was at first institute.d by 
Jesus 'as' a common meal was cilanged· by Paul:· .. . ., 

'q>aul instructs them b)' giving them a' formula and 
making the. common meal a memoIial of the Lom's 
death." " '. 

"It is true that he says he received this tradition from the 
'..... Lord, but one will hesitate in pressing this so far as' to have 

this a personal communication of the earthly' Jesus to Paul. 
If it is to be considered 'a post-conversion communication one 
asks wh)' the diSciples, for example, Peter or John, with whom 
Paul had contacts, had not informed him of so. important 'a 
matter." 

, Summarizing ,the teaching of Jesus the au-thor says: 
. -.....; • I .'" 

. "There 'is no thought of a sacrificial transaction here. . 
In fact it.is ~onspicqolis by its absence.". . 

'Dhe author is consi-stent enough in denying to ·such a 
one as the Jesus he sets . forth in his book any thought 
of dying a substitutionary death for the sins of the world 
for 'he affions that. Jesus' made no such claims for 
Himself. 

'~NO SPECIFIC WORlD THEN OOM'ES FROM· JESUS' AS 
TO HIS ORIGIN.'~ (42) . 

"It would seem to be very doubtful that Jesus ever referred 
to, himself as the Messiah." 

"But the' entire section regarding the appearance of Jesus 
before the 'Sanhedrin is. of doubtful historical worth." (IBe­
cause at this appearance he referred to hillJSelf as the Son 
of God.-R. Mee.). . . 

." "What he might have done in the way of leaping over racial 
barriers had his ministry been long continued it is idle to 
s:p,eculate .•. His framework rem~ned Jewish •.• the proba-, 
bllity is (if Jes1l6 had beeri.faced with the question as to the 
universality of his mission) :he would have gone at least as far as the ,great .prophets went in their best moments." (19) , 

It 'is difficu1t ,to escape the ·.impression' that Parsons' 
Jesus s'aw illO need of such sUibstitutionary aton~ment 
,since we find the author observing 

"That man had within him the potentiality to live in filial 
ha~ony with God, of this Jesus was as deeply convinced." 

While our author makes clear that Paul and not Jesus 
is responsible for introducing the transactional redemp­
tive idl1a ,into Christianity, he is equally emphatic in 

, showing that Paul did n9t for 'a moment ascribe Deity· 
to Jesus': 

"The phrase 'Son of .God' -is not in my case used by Paul 
as denoting similarity or identity of 'Person or nature . . . 
PAUL,REMAINED TO THE END TOO DEEPLY ROOTED 
IN JEWISH MONOTHEISM EVER TO IDENTIFY JESUS 
WITH GOD OR TO M'AKE HIM OF THE 'SAME 'NATURE. 
THE PHRAoSE I,S ALWAY;S USED BY PAUL IN A MORAL 
OR FUNC'FIONAL S~NSE." , 

The author of' Acts quotes Paul: (Acts 22 :30) as say­
ing: "I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, , 
a city of eilicia. Our author in "The· Religion of , Jesus", 
by way of throwIng a crumb of comfort to such 'as be­
lieVe the New Testament, gives us a reliable account: . 

Referring to Paul, PARSONS 'says: "The probabilities 
are that ·he was born at Tarsus." 

Our next instalment will cleat' principally with excerpts 
from bookS written by Professor George Cross. Dr. 
CrosS' resigned from the Facu1ty of McMaster University 
after eight years' service, during' the 'year 1909-10, 'to 
accept the ,Chair of -Systematic l'heology in Newton,Theo-
logical Inatitution. ' ' 

Professor I. G. Mathews was appoin~d Lecturer, in 
Hebrew in the year 1904, and continued until 1919. 'Prof. 
Cross 'and Prof. Mathews therefore were contemporary 
colleagues on 'the MCMaster Faeulty from 1904 until 1910, 
and Professor Mathews remained after Dr. Cros's 'went 
to Newton Theological Institution,' nine years in'McMas­
ter University. 

(To Be CO,rJ,tinued) 

CHRISTIAN ACTIVITY 
OM I would that some IChristians .would pay --a little 

attention to their legs" instead of paying it all to their 
heads. When children's' heads grow too fast it is 'a sign 
af disease, and, they get the rickets, or water on the 
brain. 'So,' there' are some very sound brethren, who 
seem to me to have got some kind, of disease, and: when _ 
they try to walk; they straightway make a tumble of it, 

"because ,they have paid so '.much. attention to perplexing 
doctrinal views, instead'{o,f looking" as they ought to 
have' done, to the practical part of, Christianity. By all 
means let us have doctrine, but by all means let us have 
precept too. By all means "let us have inward experien~e, 
'but by· all means let us :'also have outward "holiness, 
without whlch no man shall see the Lord." "We walk." 
This is more than some can say. They can affirm-"We 
·taik; we think; we experience; we 'feel"; ibut true Chris­
tians can say, with the 'apostle Paul, "We walk."· Oh 
that we may ev;er be able· to say it too! Here, then, is 
the activity of the 'Christian life. 

. ----C. H. SPURGEON 

A SIX.MONTHS~· . STORY CO~. 
, IN THIS ISSUE 

The story of THE GREAT CONTENTION 
FOR THE. F AITII ,: by, Bible-believ-ing 8aptia18 
of Canad~, whic~ began in the front-pap.· 
article of Nov. 20,::wi1l continue in instalments 
week 'by week for probably four to • montht. 

We earnestly solicit the co-operation of ~Il 
our readers in niaking this stol'f as widely 
known as possibl«;, •.. _In, order to gi~e currency 
to it we will send THE GOSPEL WITNESS . 
containing this story week by week for the ,full 
time of its continuance '- not less than six 
months '-. - for $1.00.' Send in your subscrip­
tion immediaieli, .and all' subscriptions ~, 
begin with the, fi'rst instalment in the iuue of 
Thursday, November 20th. 

. . NEW SUBSCRIPTION:S ONLr 
,TIlE GOSPEL WITNESS FOR SIX MONTHS· 

FOR $1.00 . 
Address 130 ~~~ard St. 'E., Toronto 2, oDt. 
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Bible School Lesson . Outline 
Vol. 17 First Quarter Lesson 5' February 1, 1953 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

THE NEW BIRTH 
Lesson Text: John 3:1-21. 
Golden Text: "Fo'f God so loved the world, that he gave his 

only ,begotten Son, that whosoever 'Qelieveth in him . 
should not perish, Ibut have. everlasting life."-John 3:16. 

I. The Necessity of the New Birth: verses 1..:3.' . 
Nicodemus, a leading man .among the Jews and a te~er, 

evidently belonged to the Sanhedrin Council (John 7:50, 51). 
He was an educated man, earnest and religious, interested in 
Christ, but timid in approaching Him. -He is always referred 
to in Scripture as the one who i!ame to Jesus by night (John 
7:50; 19:39)". It may be that he was not prep'ared 'as yet to 
make an open confession of. his interest in Chiist, or he may 
have ~ chosen the night as the most appropriate tinie for 
extended conversation with the Saviour, when -they might 
be free from interruption. At any rate, he went to Christ, 
and for that he is to 'be commended. Although he went at 
first by night, he later took his place' openly among the 
believers (John 19:39). . 

affected all the people, just as sin is universal; 'all are lost 
(Rom. 3:23). The malady was fatal;'sin,'brings forth death 
(Rom. 6:23; Jas. 1:15). God alone can provide a remedy. 

:The ,brazen serpent is a s}"Dlbol of. t~e judgment which f~ll 
upon the Son of God, and the uplifting of the serpent PIC­
tures the uplifting of Christ on the cross (John 12:32). Heal­
ing came to those who looked up ·to the serpent in faJth, 
,believing the word of God, spoken through Moses. Similarly, 
salvation Is ·bestowed upon all who look to Chrjst (Isa. 45:22); . 
their faith is counted to them for righteousness (Rom. 4:5). 
Those who· refused to accept the way of life which was of-. 
fered to them died'; t9 reject -Christ/is to perish (John 8:24). 
. Christ came not to' condemn, but to save. Men are already 

under condemnation, -but Christ came to show them their 
'guilt and to lead them to God. ;People are lost because they 
are sinners, and al,so 'because they spurn the remedy provided 
in Christ (Heb. 2:3). The true Light is now shining, and 
those who\ remain in darkness are without excuse. They 
think that they can .conceal their evil deeds. The holiness of 
Christ expo!!es sin in all its ugliness, just as the "Iilunlight 
reveals insects which have been hiding unde.r the cover of 
rocks. The good will not fear the light of Christ. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
Jan. 26-The New Birth .......... _ ... _ .... _ .......... __ . __ ....... _._. Tit. 3:1-7. I 

Jan. 27-The New Man ...... : ... _ .... _ .... _ .... _ .... _ .... _ ............... __ -Col. 3:1-17. 
Jan. 28-The New Nature ..... _ .... _ .......... __ ._ .. _ .... _ .. __ ..... '2·Pet. 1:1-11. 
Jan. 29-The New Power ..... _ .... _ ... _ .... _ .... _ .. _ .. _._:_ .... _. Rom. 8:1-13. 
Jan. 30-The New Destiny ..... _ .... _ .... _ ... _ .... _ .... _ .... _ ........ _. Eph. 1:1-14. 
Jan. 31-Life for a Look! ..... _ .... __ .. _ .. __ ... _ ... _ .... _._. Numb. 21:5-9. 
Feb. 1-Look unto Me! ........... _ .... _ ... :_ .... _ ..... _ ...• _ ..... Isa. 45:18-25. 

SUGGESTED HY,MNS 
A ruler. once came to Jesus by night. There is life for a 

look. The gospel of Thy grace. Fatb.er, I stretch .my hands 
to.Thee. Jesus, I will trust Thee. I looked to Jesus in my 
sin. 

Nicodemus acknowledged 'Christ to ·be a Rabbi, a great 
teacher, and a prophet from God'. we can im~gine that he 
was ex·pecting to discuss with this teacheJ; such religious 
matters as the 'Messianic' Kingdom and the n~tional hope 
of Israel. Christ interrupted the train of his thoughts with 
'a startling statement, "Verily, verily, .1 say unto thee, Ex-' 
cept a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God." He cannot comprehend, enjoy or have a part in that 
kingdom. .Nicodemus considered himself a leader in Israel, 
and hence an officer in that kingdOm,lbut Christ ;pointed out . ABIDING WITH JESUS 
that he was incapable Of understanding' even the basic prin-
ciples of the kingdom. The natural man, man in hils unre- W· E. ARE too -much :like the bird we read of in the old 
generate state, cannot understand the things' of the 'Spirit Saxon story. Wht!n the first missionary was preach-
(1 'Cor. 2:14); he is blind (2 Cor. 4:4), dead in trespasses . 1 f h 

. and sins ('Eph. 2:1-3), with understanding darkened (.Eph. mg ,in the royal hall, he to d 0 the peace whic the 
4:18, 19), full- of evil thoughts (Gen. 6:5; Jer. 17:9) and un- gospel brings' to sinners, and: the rest which souls find 
able to please God (Rom. 8:8). A new birth, a new life from in Jestis. After his sermon an ·ancient ,chieftain spake 
above, Is necessary. The Greek word for "again" in verses ·his mind, and' compared· himsel~ and his countrymen in 
3 and 7 al,so means "from a:bove". I 

To Nicodemus such a spiritual birth seemed as impossible the~r .unrest to the . 'bird which just then, attracted by 
as a second natural birth .. ' So it is, apart from God Who is . the hght, flew into . the bright hall through theoopen 
the Author of all· life-physical, mental, moral and spiritual' . window,' flitted through the warmth and light, and 
(John 1:4; 17:2; Acts 17:28). I . passed out again into the darkness and cold by a window-
II. The Manner of the N~w Birt'h: verses 4-21. . '-- " on the ~ther side of the banqlleting hall. . The simile 
..... After stating the necessity of the new birth, our Lord might well apply to our transien* feliowship; we have 
~mph8lSize~ the manner of the new ~irth. ,!he Holy Spiz:it brief communings, and then away we pass into worldli­
IS the agent, and the Word of God IS the Instrument (TIt. ~ ness and: indifference. Oh, would it not be blessed· if 
3:5; 1 Pet. 1:23) .. ·Water·is a symbol of the Word of God, l~' b'd 'th J f b 'Idi . t 
-bec~use of its cleansing properties (Psa. 119:9; John 15:3). Wt! cou u! a· 1 'e WI . esus or ever, UI DIg ·our nes . 

The subjects of a spiritual Kingdom must enter that king- in his palace! How heavenly our life if we could walk 
dom 'by spiritual 'birth. since flesh 'and blood cannot inherit with him, as Enoch did, in our .business, in Oul: families, . 
the kingdom of God (l·Cor. '15:50).'. According to the law of in aU 'places and at all hours! If instead of now and 
§~Y:i~a~::'rie l~~~ ~~~d~c:i~~Irir.esli produces flesh, and the the~ climbing the sunny peak of fellowship, andl standing 

Our Lord illustrated the principles of the. new ·birth by near to heaven, and conversing with the Son of God·, 
reference to the wind, a .comparison which was' peculiarly. we could, for ever dwell in the heavenly places in 'Christ 
apt, since the Greek word for "spirit" also means "wind". Jesus, how much more noible a life to ·Iead! . Imitate 
Both are sovereign in their activity (Rom. 9:15, 18), mys-
terious and unseen, yet powerful.·. Rizpah, the daugh'ter of Aiah, ·in her abiding unmovingly 

Nicodemus again asked, "How can these things be?" Be- near her beloved ones-abide with Jesus evermore. 
ing a teacher in Israel, he should have. known something -C. H. SPURGEON 
.about the doctrine of the new birth, for· it is taught in such 
passages as Ezekiel 36:!25-27. Our Lord said it would be 
useless to explain to him "the heavenly things" of the new 
birth, which might include the God-ward as;pects of salvation 
-predestination, election and the sovereign will of God. . . 

I t is. God"s part to create and" <bestow new life; it is man's 
part to receive Christ, to believe upon Him. Christ is the 
Mediator 'between God and man (1 Tim. 2:5); He is the One 
Whose death made 'new life possible. Believing upon Him, 
we shall be pardoned~ justified and given a new Divine na­
ture (2 Pet. 1:4). To know Him is life eternal (John 17:3). 

The .incident of -the brazen serpent in the wilderness well 
illustrates the way of salvation (Numb. 21:~-9) .. The poison 

~ . . 
CHURCH GROUP' FINED $300, 

BlNGO SEQUEL 
Hamilton, Dec: 30-('CP)-A church ·group, through its· 

representative, Nick 'Cupick, yesterdaYO'was fined $300 on a 
_ ch8J'ge of disposing of goods by game or lottery. Cupick 

had ·previously pleaded guilty. . 
Testimony.snowed that the bingo, 'which offered a car ~d 

$500 with other prizes, grossed about $9,000 . and netted 
about $1,500. Proceeds went to the 'Church of Holy Resur-
rection. ... 
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GRACE. 
That little word "grace" is like'a smaH window that 

opens out on to a great landscape, for it gathers up into 
one encyclopedical 'expression the whole infinite variety 
of beneficences and' bestowments which ,come showering 
down upon it. That one gift is, ~ the Apostle puts it 
in one of his eloquent epithets, "the manifold ·grace of 
God", which word in the origi!lal is even more rich and 
pictureSque, . '-because. :it . means. the '''many-variegated 
grace", like some ·rich -piece of embroidery glowing. with 

.' • aU manner of dyes ·and gold. So the one gift comes to us manifold:, rich in its adaption' to ·an·d its exquisite 
fitness for, the needs of the moment.. 'Gop's gift comes 
to us with like variety,' the "matter of a day in its day'!.· 

Am I st~ggling? He extends a hand to steady me. 
Am I fighting? He is my sword and shi.eld, '''iny buckler, 
and·the hom of my salvation, ~nd my high tower";' Am 

, I ~ious? He comes into'my heart and brings with Hiin 

AS' WHITE AS SNOW! 
,Consider how the Tyii-an scarlet was dyed; not SU~I'­

ficially dipped, but thoroughly': dre.nchedln the liquor 
that coloured it, as .~y soul in custom of sinning. 'l'hen 
was it taken out for :a time and dried" put in again, 
soaked and sodden the I'!econd .time in the vat.; . called 

. therefore twice-dyed:; as thou complai-nest thou hast been 
. by. relapsilllg intO· the same sin;" Yea, the colour so in­
~orporated into the. cloth, not 4rawn over, :but divjng 
Into the very heart of the wool, that rub a scarlet rag 
oil what is white, and it will bestow a reddish tincture 
upon it; as, "perchance, thy sinfu'l practice 'and precedent 
have also .inf~ted . those who were formerly goOd, 'by thy 
ba~ess .. Yet such scarlet si'ns,' 80 solemnJy and su'bstan-, 
tially coloured are easily washed white in the 'blood of 

. our Saviour.-THOMAs FULLER~ 

a great peace, and all waves cease to toss, and smooth . '. . . . 
. ~ thems!!lves into a level plain. There is One by my side ACQUAINTANCESHIP WIT~ CHRIST 

who will neither' 'Change nor fail nor die. Wha.tever any (witnesses about, other things" exaggerate; 'but· witnesses' 
man needs, at the moment that he needs :it, that one concerning "Jesus IChrist always faIr-short .. Painters have 
gre!lt Gift shall supply the "matter of a 'day in its day". - frequently won repute 'by. 'maJdng 'portraits' fairer than 

-ALEXANDER MACLAREN.· the originals, Ibut none can ever paint Jesus with a pencil 
I' '. ,t~a't '~n give too much of lq,s.tz:e·, to his nO'l?le face .. ' He 

In fact, if a man have a~y . purpose reaching beyond is so glorious th.at even angels who have .seen him aU' 
the hour a~,!l day, meant to be found ·~nt next day, their livea, and !bowed 'before -him,where his splen~ur is . 
wIi-a:t good! can it 'ever be to promulgate lies? 'The lies. best revehled, Could not. teiI to Dian' nor. to one another 
are found odt; ruinous penalty ,is exacted from them. No . the tJiousandth part .()f "his ~c~lIeI).ces. If -you. w~mt to 
man will believe ·the liar next time even when he speaks know 'him you ·.must see him for yourself. YOQ' must. 
truth, when it is of the last importance that he be be- make him your personal acqilaintance;'You hiust press by . 
liev~. The old cry of wolf!-A Lle is no:"thing; you faith into· the inner circle, and cry with the'·spouse;_ur.et 
cannot of nothing make something; you make noth-inS' at . him kiss me with the kisses of his moutli, for thy love 
·iast, and los'e your labour into the bargain. . is better than wine." . . 

-. . . -THOMAS CARLYLE. . \ ---'C .. H. SPURGEON . , 
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