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“And with bitter herbs they shall eat it.”—Exod. 12:8.

. Prayer Before the Sermon

We marvel, O-Lord, at the grace which ‘enables us thus
to address Thee, and to declare with unwavering confidence
that we know Thou art ours. Thou hast so spoken to our
hearts as to enablé us rejoicingly to exclaim, My beloved
~is mine, and I am his. We thank Thee that Thou hast brought
us from alienation; from strangerho6d, from being foreigners,
into_the. household of faith—not merely making us citizens
of the heavenly kingdom, high and holy as that privilege is,
but Thou hast made us children of God, and if children then
heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ. We
thank Thee for the certainty we enjoy, even in the outer
court of the temple.” We bless Thee that.the things we have
already experienced inspire us to call upon Thy Name! Be-
cause Thou hast been our help, therefore in the shadow of
Thy wings will we rejoice. We are limited in our compre-
hensions, and in our desires, to this lJower plane on which
we live, and are influenced altogether too much by the things
we touch, and taste, and handle,- But there is a “higher
realm of the spirit, even the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
wherein Thou hast already in Thy plan and purpose blessed
‘us with all spiritual blessings in Him, according as Th
chosen us from the foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and without blame before Thee in love. We pray
that Thy eternal purpose of grace may, by the exercise of
that grace itself, find realization in our redeemed spirits.
We long for the day when He Who is our Saviour shall see
of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied.

But because we are what we are, men and women in the
flesh, because our horizon is bounded too often by things
material and temporal, we do not pray as we ought, we
-know not how to pray; we have .not because we ask not,
and because we ask amiss. But if Thou wilt be pleaged, O
Lord, to bring us into Thy treasure-house, to display before
our wondering gaze some of the riches of Thy grace, , the
very beholdinﬁ of them will inspire in us a desire for their
possession. nd as we walk In company with Him Who
is the Spirit of Truth, our desires will be framed according
to His will, and our petitions will be in harmony with the
mind of God. rd, we so often pray for 'these little®
things of this earth-bound life; little—only little in com-
parison with the greater, but things which seem to us to be
supremely “important for the moment. We would be de-
livered from these things, O Lord, by Thy grace; we would
be enabled. to ride upon our high places, to mount up with
- wings ‘as eagles. Oh, that Thou wouldst come to us tonight,

and ‘make this to be true in our experiences.

ou hast -

We thank Thee that Thou.dost have compassion upon our
ignorance, upon the littleness of our comprehensions, the
meagreness ‘of our conce'{)tioms of spiritual values. O Lord;.
enlargesour hearts. Help us to sée with the eyes of the
heart, and so enlarge our vision that we may know some-
thing of the riches of the-glory of Thine inheritance in the
saints.” Make us, O Lord, to be men and women fit for Thy
companioriship. We are not of ourselves; we cannot be.
Yet grace can transform and transmuie us from glory unto
glory, even as by the Spirit Who is Lord. So it is our de-
sire this evening that we. may také a.few steps onward and
upward, and that this service shall minister to that larger
and richer, and ultimately glorious life, which now.is hid
with Christ in God. - T

For all ‘Thy dear children we breathe an evening prayer.
We . think ofthe multitudes who suffer, of those who are
subject to physical disabilities, those who live lives that are
cribbed, cabined, and confined, because of a “wearing poverty;
of parents anxious-about their children, and children about
their parents. Lord have mercy on a suffering world. Look
out upon the nations. Give wisdom to the statesmen.of our
time, -even to those who do not know Thee. Sovereignly dis-
pose their minds to the doing of Thy will, for our-prayer
is addressed to Thee, forasmuch as there is none like unto
Thee,”O Lord; Thou art greatand Thy name is great in might.
Who would not fear ‘The¢, O King of nations, for fo ee
doth it appertain: forasmuch as among all the wise men
of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, there s none like
unto Thee. How shall we pray for this wicked world? We
do not know what to ask, except to pray that Thy will
may be done on earth at last as it is done in Heaven; and
that we who are Thine may have some ‘part in the ongoing
of Thy plans and purposes in the meantime, that so: when
life’s little day is done, and the evening shadows fall, we
'may rest in peace in Him Who is our 'Saviour, and Who
will supplement all our poor endeavours by His infinite
merits. And so it shall come to .pass that we shall be
complete in Him Who is the head of all principalities and -.
powers. And at evening time it shall be light. The Lord
grant that it may be so, for His glory’s sake, Amen.

‘SUPPOSE"we are a]l familia¥-with the record of the
- institution of the passover: Pharaoh had been visited
by many plagues because of his obduracy, and he had
not repented, but rather had hardened his heart. Then

fn
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God announced a ﬁnal vigitation, that on a certain night

He would pass over the ‘land, and- that the first-born of -

man and beast in all the land.of Egypt should be slain,

-and they should know that J ehovah was God. Israel had N
. enjoyed at leasta partial ‘immunity from some of the
plagues- with which Egypt -had -been vmted, as for ex-.
ample, whén the plague of darkness spread over the land
of Egypt, a darkness that was so thick it could be felt,-

“gl]l the children of Israel had light in their dwellings”.

bellious people. ... Each- famﬂy was' to take a lamb of the

first year w1thout blemish ‘the "lamb -was to be Kkilled, -

and its blood sprmkled upon the ‘door posts and the lintel.

“The people were-commanded to.come within the shelter
‘of the house protected by the sprinkled blood, and there .

to remain for the.entire night. “None of you,” said the

morning.” So all the. families of Israel were sheltered
behind the- sprmkledv blood, and- God made the promlse,

+ “When I see the bload, I will pass over you.”

. r

Then’ they -Were. further instructed. how. they were to

to take the1r staffs in their hand, and to eat the passover

"_-feast not- lexsurely, but with haste for it was the Lord’
~ 'passover

arose’ in’ the lafid-of Egypt when there was not-a-‘house

1 which there was not one dead. It was then’ that
Pharaoh sent for. Moses, and told him to lead the people,
and to. get out of ithe-land. At last he surrendered to

'_the D1v1ne ultlmatum . =\

That pFrovision was to obtain m subsequent years

them from the bondage of Egypt, and settmg 'a nation

- _completely free " But in their subsequent Journeymgs,

and so long as.Israel remained Israel, annually they were

" to observe the day of atonement, and the feast of the

passover, and always it was enjoinéd upon them, “Wlth'
bitter herbs they s‘hall eat it.”

"You know from the Old’ Testament- that this was but
a type and pattern of gospel principles. Mr. Whltcombe
read to you. that, “all ‘these things happened unto ‘them
for:ensamples: and they are written for our admonition,
upon- ‘whom the ends of the world (or the ends of the
ages) are come.” And we were admonished in the lesson
we read.to shun those defects, and those acts of disobe-
dience, which characterized the redeemed people of Is-
rael, of whom it was said, “Wlth many of them God was
not-well pleased ”.

"We read in this same. Eplstle to the Corinthians from
which the lesson was taken that “Christ our passover is
racrificed for us”. He was the real paschal Lamb, of
which that sacrificial feast in Egypt was but a type and
prophecy. And this ordinance which we are to observe
this evening was also instituted as-a memorial feast,
not as a repetition of the sacrifice, as our Roman Catho-
lic friends beheve, but merely a memorial of a sacrifice
already offered and completed. It was designed to keep
us in remembrance of, our- everlasting obligation to the
Lord J esus Christ.
of me.”

This should be to us a feast of gladness and great

LR R

A-s '
often ‘as the feast of the passover was observed it ‘was-
to be a feast of memorial, ‘when they were to be reminded

of w'hat God’ had\wroug'ht in their behalf, in delivering~

“Thrs do,” said He, “in remémbrance”

.. -And now God made. provisioii .for- their.- 1mmun1ty from ‘.| -
this awful and-final’ Judgment threatened upon this re- .

" Lord, “shall go:out.at the-door of his house until the -

.. eat thé ] passover The flesh of the lamb was to be roasted |.°;
with fire, and they were* to éat it with unleavened bread, -
. “and. with bitter’ herbs they -shall eat ' it”.
'1nstructed to "gird ‘their loins, to, put on their shoés; sand. .

They were: .|
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re;mcmg when we entér, mto the sp1r1tua1 slgnlﬁcance of

“You_ réemeériber the 'story, how- a great ‘ery

it," and: remember front what by - the ‘death :of - 'Chrxst

- and: His resurrection, we-have been delivered.

And yet, as it was true of the passover fedst, s0 should
it"be true of us:- “With- 'b1tten ‘herbs they. shall eat it.”

- There ought to be a.kind of Bitter-sweetness of the spirit
.0 our parthpa,tzon n thzs ‘memorial feast.

Israel Had

been'a rebelhou-s peopl Even though God had come to™

’ them ih great power to dehver them, yet they were re-

luctant to co-operate with the operatlons of*Divine, grace,

. reluctant Feally fo leave Egypt Whien they found some- .

'rebelllous and reluctant péople throughout:
-provision that the feast shotld be eaten with bitter herbs
was undoubtedly to. remmd them of how grace had tri-’

thing of what it would cost they said, “Leave. us .alone,
and let us stay in ouf*bondage.” -Then even after they
were delivered from. Egypt they lusted. for the leeks and
garlic of the land they had, left behind. They were.a

umphed 6ver their stubbornness, over their rebellious-

" nels, and had saved them virtually in spite of themselves.
"*You -

That has been - true of us who are Christians..
perhaps have heard of the little iScotch boy who wanted
to join the church, because he said he had been soundly
saved. And when he was asked what he had done to-

"ward his own salvation, and how he knew he was saved,

he replied, “I kicked all I-could, and -God ‘did the rest.”
I think that is true of us. If I may reverently say-so,
it required Almightiness to. pry us8 loose from the life
to whlch .We were wedded

\ - e - I . ) ’ - .
Let us lodk at_this a little analytlcally if we can, t'hat

. we may learn how, humbly and with gratitude, to partici-

pate in this memorlal feast. I think there should be an ele-

“ment of bitterness mingled with our rejoicing in the life-

the Lord gives AS WE ARE NoT UNMINDFUL OF THE DEATH
FroM WHICH WE HAVE BEEN SAVED. I am afraid that
salvation is too often regardéd. cheaply, as though it were
a l1ght and easy thing to save the ginner. And we are
in" danger of forgetting at 'wha,t an awful price our re-

- . e
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demptwn was eﬁ‘ected We read .of the agony and bloody
sweat of our Lord in 'Gethsemane, we read of His fearful .
sufferings on the cross, and as His Spirit entefed for us
into the outer darkness we are startled by His anguished

.ery;. “My ‘God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?” .

Perhips we do not. realize—that is a word that is used, -

. lightly—I mean perhaps the facts of the case do not’

become: as real and factual to us as they ought to become, -

" * and we'are disposed to forget that that agony and bloody

<

sweat of Gethsemane ‘had been ours but. for Hir, with .
no angel present 1o. alleviate.the tefror of it: He,‘bemg

~ the'Son of God, infinite in all'the qualities of His being,

was able jn a_few éhort hours' to endure in. His person
the equlvalent of those’ pains which mist have been the
Jot of the sinner for évermore. We too had been for-
saken, and banished from thé Divine preSence; we too
‘had been’cast,into outer .darkness where there iz weeping
and wallmg and gnashing of-teeth, had it not been for

" His "gracious. mterposltlon—takmg upon Him our sin,

"-and beirig made sin for:us. .'Oh, will you think-a moment-
- as-T say it, lest what I-say might -seem-to-have a tinge
of - irreverence about it. -Jesus Christ, by takmg your sin
. and.mine upon Himself, and being made- sin for us, sin
1n the. aggregate, in’ in :the mass, the sin of the whole

. “world for us,—taklng our place He ‘became obnoxious -

-and abominable in the sight- of God. .We have Holy
Writ for it, that sin is that abominable thing which God -
. hates.” And when it clothed His: well Beloved,” and -He
stood. in - our-room ,and stead, ,a:Holy:»God of. necessity.-
turned His face ‘away, and He was forsaken. You re-

* member what Mrs. Browning says of ICowper’s grave,

£

the'great hymnist, who was so often troubled with mental *
disquietude. ‘Standing at Cowpers grave, speakmg of
that cry, “My God, I am forsaken she sald

“It Went up, smgle, echoless, ‘arnid His lost creation,
That of the lost no son should : use those words of desola’clon

He- explored in our behalf the utmost limits of that realm
of suffering and separation and darkness, which must
have been ours if Jesus had not loved us, and given Him-
_self for us.— . N

It is well for us to remember that tke grace of ‘God can

" be properly appmzsed and appreciated only as it i8 viewed

/,f

against the -background of human guilt. The measure
of His grace is the measure of our depravity. The meas-
ure_of‘ His forgiveness is the measure of our rebeilion.
The measure of His wisdom is the measure of:our folly;_

and .the measure of His power' the measure -of our

descent into the darkness, and of our exploration of the
far reaches of the far country. I am afraid we do not
Tiear enough about sin, to-day—we see enough of it.
Never did the world see more of it; never did sin parade -
itself more starkly naked and unafrald than it does
throughout the world to-day. And yet too often men

' jdéa what the luricheon cost.

dress it up ‘and make it appear something other than it
i8?” My dear friends, what a terriblé thing sin is! And
we ought to remember that that is the thing that is sym-
bolized here. That is why His body was broken; that is
why- His blood was shed. Otherwise there had been no
necessity for it. And as we come-to the table let us re-
member that “where sin abounded, grace did much more
anound" and that but for a mercy, infinite and measure-
less as ‘God Himself, you and I never had been saved:
Oh, we re;|01ce in' the peace of God, do we ‘not? Wge
sometimes smg in Prayer Meetmg,

“We. bless Thee Tor-Thy peace, O God,
Deep as the unfathomed sea,
Which falls like’ surishine- ‘on the road °
Of those who trust in Thee.”

=

K4

Ab, but what an awful price was paid for the peace we,
now enJoy' But for t‘hat transaction in the eouncils of .
the Eternal, when Mercy and Truth met together, and
‘Righteousness and Peace kissed each other, and when"
_Go'd promulgated, having made his. covenant,. communi-
cating it, first to Abraham, for . the gospel ‘was first
" preached ‘to .Abraham the Scripture. says—oh, ‘the. prlce
that was paid that you and I might be at peace' Once “
fearful looklng for of- judgment ‘and fiery 1nd-1gnatlon, :
which should'devour the adversarles”, but. now we recite
-‘with a blessed-calmness ‘of splrlt “Therefore being justi-
ﬁed by fajth, we have péace with God. through our Lord
J esus Chrlst )

- You'read sometlmes of expenslve ‘banquets do you not"- )

I have read. of some people. who have more money- than
sense, ‘and 'have 2 banquet prepared for them at the rate
ofa hundred dollars a plate. 1t costs a good deal to. get
a lunch to-day, but I do.not think any of us have gone
‘to that extreme. I.think I told you-once.that a million- .
aire 1nv1ted me: to one of those hotels in -Atlantic City,
that was. built to take nioney away from peoplé who did
not krow what to do ‘with it. I haven't the sl1ghtest '
So far as the fare\was
concerned it was appetizing and palatable, but:there was
nothing so very extraordinary about it, except the bill.
But 'the price was outrageous. I saw the menu, and if
you -ordered some radishes it would cost you fifty cents,
and other things went up into the dollars, I do not know
how much. When at last the waiter came and my friend
paid the bill, he gave him several dollars for a tip. An
expensive meal I thought,-but even that was not up to
the hundred dollar mark. -

But let me tell you, my dear friends, we come this’
evening to a feast, to the supper of the Lord, which cost
far more than any feast that ever was prepared. OCur
redemption taxed—I say it without. irreverence—the re-
sources of Deity. Poor Britain! Sh_e had vast invest-
ments around the world, and when in this last war she
had to fight for her life she called in all her foreign in-

- are afraid even to name it. When in England this last vestments., If you had had a hundred thousand dollars -

N\

year Mr, Slade and I and our wives went to hear a certain
London preacher, who preached a great.sermon on the
text, “Overtaken in a fault:” Among the things he said
was, “Do not play with the labels; call sin by the names
God gives it.” He told of a certain old minister who
attended a ministerial meeting, and he heard clerical
“psychologists” talk a lot of nonsense. They talked
about—excuse my saying it—“pre-marital sexual rela-
tions,” and “extra-marital,” and all the rest of it. At
last the-older minister got up and said, “I am “tired of
your euphemisms. What you mean is adultery and for-
nication. Why don’t you say so? Why -do you try to

worth of stock in the United States you would have been
required to sell it; and bring the money home. In other

uords, John Bull and Sons took all their money out of -

‘the bank. To try, to save themselves, and the f1 eedom of
the world, they paid an awful prlce, and have been suf-
fering straltness, which that immense expenditure oc-
casioned, ever since. But that was nething to the price
which was paid for our redemption, nothing at all. T
repeat, it taxed the resources of Delty God gave His
all, and He kept nothing back whatsoever. He gave His
only begotten Son. .

That was necessary because we were such sinners. If
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we had not been_such rebels, such sinners, we had not
needed redemption. And so as we come to the feast, and
rejoice in this great salvation, let us remember, “With
bitter herbs they shall eat it.” There should be'a holy
“remembrance of what it has cost the Lamb of God. There
should be in our hearts the deepest repentance and con-
trition of spirit as we say,

Ve

“Why was I made to hear Hi$ voice,
And enter while there’s room;

While thousands make the wretched choice,
And rather starve than come?

“'Twas the same love that spread the feast
Which sweetly forced us in,

Hence, we had still refused to taste,
And perished in our sin.’

He spread the feast, and then He did for us what Joseph
did for his infirm father—He sent His wagons to bring
us to the banqueting house. Oh, ought we not to remem-
ber what that objective work of grace-—you see my argu-
ment; do you? I am speaking of the objective work of

grace, that which was done.for us before anything was.

done in us, which cost Him so great a price.

f
1I. -

Then I think there should be AN ELEMENT OF BITTER-
NESS IN THE REMEMBRANCE OF OUR RESISTANCE TO THE
SUBJECTIVE WORK OF 'GRACE. How we all presumed upon
the Divine patience!-
When little boys and girls of seven and eight; or even
of younger years, come -forward and say they are trusting
in Christ, I always say to myself, “I was not very old,
but I wish I had been much younger when I first received
the Lord.” But we have presumed . upon His patiente.
One would have supposed that the love of Christ would
have been enough to break anybody’s heart; one would
have supposed ‘that the bounteous provisions of grace
would have been.an attraction to any hungry soul, and
and\that merely to be apprised of the good news that the
doors of the banqueting house, were~ open—one would
have supposed that we should have run with alacrity

to find our place at the Divine table. But instead of that.

we refused to come. Yes you did. There are some here,
I have no doubt who, now that you know Christ, marvel

that He waited for you so long. When He sent unto

you His servants, rising up early and sendmg them,
pfeaching to you the gospel by a thousand voices, you
would not have it at all. Until one day somehow,- by
sovereign grace, the deaf ears were opened, and the heart
was made to respond to the Divine call. And when once'
you had received .Christ you began to ask yourself, “Why
didn’t I come-earlier? Why did I wait so long?” .

With a Spanish saint, we mwst exclaim: ’
u Lord, what am I, that, w1th unceasmg care,

Thou didst seek’ after me, that Thou didst wait,

Wet with unhealthy dews before my gate,
And pass the gloomy nights of winter there!”

O strange delusion! That I did not greet
"Thy blest approach, and O, to Heaven how lost,
If my ingratitude’s unkmdly frost
Has, chilled the bleeding wounds upon Thy feet!

How oft, my guardian angel gently cned
"“Soul, from thy casement look, and thou shalt see
How He persists to knock and wait for thee"' .

And, O! how often. to that Voice of sorrow,
“Tomorrow we will open’ I replied,
And when the morrow came 1 answered still, “Tomorrow".”

I think there should always be an element of bltterness
in our sweetness as we find ourselves now among the

I was converted in my early teens .

. This is the first Sunday of the New Year. )
us had kept the-resolutions we quite sincerely formed
what men and women we should be to-day: But you see; .
grace had to triumph objectively, and then it had to.

triumph subjectively to bring us into the Kingdom at all.

~

children of God, and included among the guests in His
banqueting house. But oh, how did it happen? How
foolish and ignorant I was. How sorry I am that I did
not come at once.

Then I think there must be_an element ‘of b1tterness
as we reflect how our obduracy wasted so many years
which might have been filled with frmtfulness ‘God
can save a man no matter how old he is, but what a
blessing when grace finds us when we are young, with
all of life in prospect, so that every day and every year
may be filled with devoted service to Him. What a lot

of years we all wasted, did we not, before we actually\

came. Are you not sorry? Are you not really now in
your heart contrite? Do you not say this evening, “I
marvel at His long patience, and His pardoning grace.

was so reluctant to come.” But here we are.
grace of God we are what we are. .
Then you know there should be an element of bitter-
ness, bitter-sweet: I call it-—sweet, that at last -we are
here, and yet an element of bitterness that we were so
long in coming; and that we shortened the tenure of life
in, which -we were to lave had the opportunity of living
to the praise and the glory of His grace. What a lovely

By the

- thing when one is saved early in life, and ‘then walks

with God consistently: through all the years, and comes
at last to the end, as a shock of corn fully ripe. And
those who have watched him, successive generations per-

‘haps, through his extended pilgrimage, say, “All the time
he adorned the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.”

We might have done that, but we dehberately ghortened
our tenure of life, and threw a large part of it away,
and now have but a relatively brief period in which to
exhibit the praises of Him Who-has called us out of
darkness into HIS marvellous hght

-~

III '
There is just one other little thmg I want bo say.
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1 marvel equally at my obduracy and stupidity that I -

THE BITTER HERBS OF. REMORSE AND SELF-REPROACH |,
MusT FLAVOUR OUR GLADNESS AS WE REMEMBER OUR .

RELUCTANCE TO ‘GIRD OUR LOINS WITH TRUTH, AND PUT
ON SHOES OF THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE,

AND WITH OUR ‘STAFF IN HAND, MAKE HASTE IN OUR PIL- -

GRIMAGE. We have been sadly. slow, bave we not? “Hav-
mg your loins girt about with truth.” The strong man
is the true man.

He cares for nobody. With his loins girt about

to begin their pilgrimage. :They were to have their
shoes on.: They were not to Iive a life.of stagnation and
uselelsness, but having on their shoes they were to be
prepared for the road, for the march, even as God said
to Abra.ham, “Walk before me, and be thou perfect.”
Yes, that is what we ought to have done, and with staff
in- hand make haste.

I heard of someone’transferring from one school to
another. After having hadra year in one school he

** transferred to another, and someone said, “It is too bad

for you to lose your credits for that year.” Well, we
have lost a good many credits, have we not? We might
have recognized that the King’s business required haste.
If -any of

The true man is never afraid of any-
body that may suddenly surprise him coming aroufid the -
‘corner.

. with truth'he can challenge the world. Thus were they

N




b}

January 8, 1953

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

(597) 5

Then even after we were in the Kingdom we were slow
of heart to believe, poor scholars in the school of Christ.
Even under the shelter of the blood how many exhorta-
tions did we need? How we have been exhorted and ex-
horted, to do what? To do the thing we knew it was
our duty to do. Why should we need such exhortations?
And to what disciplines have we been providentially sub-
jected even after we were under the blood? I have often
wondered what each household was like. "The blood was
sprinkled upon the door-posts and lintels, and they were
shut in until the morning. How did they behave them-
selves? How did ‘they relate themselves to each other?
Was theére kindness and charity and thoughtfulness? Did
-they say to each other, “Death would be here if it were
not for ‘the blood. ‘TLet us behave as those who are saved
by blood.” I hope they did. We ought to do so.

+ What unprofitable servants we all have been, have we
not? When I look back over past days I wish I had my

’

- life to live over again. I heard of a young preacher who °

wore himself out in the service of the Lord, and all his
friends and his people knew that he was just about to
go over the river. And someone drew near and said, “So
and So, had you your life to live over again do you not
think you would be more careful ‘of your health, and
that you would spare yourself some of the rigors to
which your zeal exposed you?” The dying man lifted
himself upon his elbow: “You mean had I my life to live
" over again would I do less for Christ? Oh,” said he,
“had I my life to lige over again T would do more, far

more, than I have ever done.” Do you not wish you had .

your life to live over again? I wish I were a little boy
going to school, with some knowledge of the Lord Jesus.
My, I say to myself, What a scholar I would kave been
for His sake. What advantage I would have taken of
every refining and cultural influence within my reach.
What a man.J would have tried to be for the Lord Jesus
if only I could start over.again. But we cannot. There
have been years which the locusts have eaten updn which
we cannot reflect with any kind of satisfaction

But here is the fact. We are under the blood notwith-
standing. Notwithstanding -all our failures and short-
comings, our disobediences, our wilful neglects—notwith-
standing all those things, here we are, a company of
people sheltered by the blood. I looked for a hymn in
our hymn book, and as is often the case, it was not there.
1t is a lovely hymn which represents what we"zhall cele-
brate this evening. But as we cannot sing it, will you let
me read it to you:

“Around a table, not a tomb,
He willed our gathering-place to be;
When, going to prepare our home
Our Saviour said—‘Remember Me.’

We _kneel around no sculptured. stone,
Marking the place where Jesus lay;

Empty the tomb, the angels gone,
The stone for ever rolled away. .

Nay, sculptured stones are for the dead:
Thy three dark days of death are o’er;
Thou art the Life, our living Head, °
Our living Light for evermore!

Of no fond relics, sadly dear,
O Master! are Thine own possessed; .
The crown of thorns, the cross, the apear,
The purple robe, thesseamless vest.

. Nayf relics are for those who mourn

. The memory of an absent friend;
Not~absent Thou, nor we forlorn;—
— ‘With you each day until the end!’

Thus. round Thy table, not Thy tomb,

We keep Thy sacred feast with Thee;
Until within the Father’s home

. Our endless gathering-place shall be.”

Let us pray.
O Lord, we can only thank Thee for that grace which is

“like Thyself, without measure, and without end. We have-

tasted, and we do taste from day to day, the bitter herbs of
regret that we have served Thee so ill. And yet we rejoice
that Thou hast saved us with Thy great salvation. Accept
our thanlis in Jesus’ Name, Amen.

, . . . \

JARVIS STREET CHURCH’S GREAT NEW
YEAR’S MORNING MEETING

HE New Year’s morning meeting was, in every respect,.

up to standard. Greenway Hall was filled. The liberty
of the Spirit was evident in the many prayers that were/
offered, and the glowing testimonies which followed. In-
stead of giving a motto for the year, as is usual, the Pastor
set before the church a brief and model prayer from the
story of Elijah’s challenge to- the prophets of Baal on
Carmel. The verses were these:

“And it came to pass at the time of the offering .of
the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came .
near, and said, Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of
Isracl, let it be known this day-that thou art God in
Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done
all these things at thy word. Hear me; O Lord, hear
me, that this people may know that thou art the Lord

" God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again.:
Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt
sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust,
and licked up the water that was in the trench. And
when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and
they said, The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he is the
God.”

The Pastor pointed out that Elijah believed profoundly
that God could answer by fire, as all believers surely be-
lieve that God carl answer by the. fire of the Holy Ghost,
as He did at Pentecost, and in subsequent eras. In the
day of deepest ‘and darkest apostasy, Elijah recognized that
no one but God could dispel the darkness. Dr. Shields
pointed out that in this prayer Elijah had prayed for three
things: First, that God would make-Himself known, and
identify Himself: “Let it be known this day that thou art
God in Israel.” . ~

Secondly he prayed for a public vindication of his own
faith, “And that I am thy servant.” Dr. Shields argued.
that it was legitimate for a church that had cut all its con-
nections with the unbelief and worldliness of the day, to
pray that God would vindicate its stand, and prove that.
such a church was His servant.

And in the third place, Elijah prayed that it might
appear that all that had been done,. which had separated
him from his fellow prophets from the king and his court,
and the nation at large, had been done by divine direction:
“And that I have done all these things at thy word.”

The Pastor suggested that this, an inspired prayer, might
well be made the daily prayer of every member of the
church, that God would show Himself.God, would vindi-
cate the faith of His people, and magnify His word. :

That applies not to Jarvis Street only, but to all who
really believe in the supernaturalism of the Christian gospel. -

We suggest these verses as a prayer for 1953,
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TH_E GREAT CONTENTION

Chapter Eight in the Hrstory of the Battle for. the Brble/Among

T~ Baptrsts of Ontario and - ‘Quebec

-READERS will remember that I am wrltmg to

dlsprove the charge that I “engineered” the division
“That.my protest against the Mod-

the Denomination spllt I do not questuon Therefore, -1
am’ faced 'with the necessity of proving that my protest

 against the Modernism of McMaster Unlverslty was
N justified:- -that there -was a Modermstlc drift agamst

.which -to_protest. .
The discussion whlch we have ‘reproduced of the ar-’

' tlcles, which.-wds' *carried on in The.Canadian Baptist, be- -

‘tween Rev Edgar Watsor, then-of Fenelon -Falls, On-
tarlo, o, the ‘one- hand, and Rev: E, E, Shields, then of
Oshawa, and-Rev. A. P, Wllson, then of ‘McMaster Uni-
verstiy, on ‘the other, certainly proves that there was

Modernlsm in the \Convention outside .of McMas‘ter 1.
believé: others partlclpated’ln the, dlscusslon in the col-. -

_umnsg of The: 'Camdmw‘Baptzst but ‘we have reproduced

. the letters of the .principal dlsputants ..

Who Was Rev. Edgar Watson?

We 'have been una'ble to ascertairi where Rev. Edgar
Watson camé from, or what became of him. Whether or”

- not he 'was a graduate of McMaster Umverslty, we do

not'know. -We -have been-unable to find his name, in the
‘ministerial. lists of ministers in the Year Book We
therefore cannot hold McMaster Umverslty responsible
. for Mr. Watson’s Modernism, w1thout some evidence that -
he contracted - the- plague—for plague it is—within Mec-
. Master’s halls. !

(Since the: above was written I. have been told Mr. Wat-
son entered the Ontario Legislature in support of the -
Drury, of Farmers’ Government, and became Deputy ..
Speaker of - the House. The Drury Government soon
.. failed, and my informant sa1d Mr. Watson then " weht
to the United ‘States.)

" It-is tithe mow, howevet, before we come to the dis-

. “cussion of ‘the -great iConvention at the first "Church, Ot- -
" tawa, in 1919, to answer the question as-to whether .,here

Trag Modernlsm in- McMaster Un1vers1ty

.Was There Modermsm at’ McMaster Umversrty’

Long agox 1ndeed before the begmmng of my mlmstry,
[ had. heard many reports™to the effect that some of the
. professors of McMaster University were not evangelically
sound. But I had no real evidence, and as I had not

. yet -attained my.majority,- I was not in a position to

enter into- any pubhc discussion. -

Professor George Burman Foster -
Later, however, I heard something of the influence of
Professor George Burman Foster. Accordmg to the
Year Book he was Professor.from 1891 to 1894. This
is.what the McMaster University Annual Report> in the
Baptist Yeéar Book 1891- 92, page -one hundred and
eighteen, says of his appointment:

“Rev. George B. Foster, late pastor of the First Baptist
Church Saratoga Spnnés, ‘N.Y., was appointed topthe

By Dr. T T. Shlelds .

". it ‘'was only twenty-five years.

-

Chalr of Plulosophy in the Arts De a.rtment. The testi-
monials- a8 to his character and abilities were all that
could be desired.” He is spending the year. in Germany,

ment. - 'He is to begin his work in the Umversrty next
.October.” : -

,(

And this is what McMaster Umversxty 8 Report in the

Baptist Year Book for 1895-96, page one hundred and
‘ten says of his reslgna'tlon ' .

“In. antlclpatxon of ‘such formal -action (Professor Fos-
ter’s resignation) it must here be said that Dr. Foster did
‘us magnificent gervice.in his class-room work, and won’
to himself a warm place in the hearts of our students.
The remembrance and the influence of his work, and his -

. rare personality, will abide while'life lasts; and many-
prayers will ascend from Canadian hearts for ‘God’s bless-
mg upon | his work in Chlcag'o »

It would appear, therefore, that Dr Foster had been
qulte acceptable to the .governing bodles of McMaster..
It seems rather a far cry from-1919 to 1894: and yet
Then it is to be remem-
bered that the fruit of such-teaching -as that of Dr.

Foster; does not immediately appear;-and that a number -

of classes had gone out from Toronto Baptist College;
which was succeeded by, McMaster Umversuty, ‘the first

Arts’ class of which was . graduated in' 1894; and’ that ", .
almost certainly some were greatly mﬂuenced by ‘the-
teaching .of Professor Foster, .just..as. the teaching of .

Treitschke and of Nietzsche;”and others of their kind,
did ‘much to impiregnate the thought of Gérmany, and
gradually to determine her attitude and spirit, which

issued in. World War Number One; thus the teaching

of ‘'men like Foster helped to prepare the way for What
followed: . - - - o

Because we remember men who had "been under Fos-

ter's mfluence, and. who spoke much of him, we thought_

it-wise to inquire into his teaching, that we might learn

what préparation was made. for the later appomtments'-

of Professors Cross and Mathews.

- There was a. time when Dr. Frank ‘Sanderson was

very active in mission work, an out-and-out Evangelical,

who was scarcely ever to be seen without a_big -Bible - - -
under his arm. Who put him off the Evangelical track,- .

and how it.-was done, we do not know. It may have been
Professor Foster who began the work. Dr. Frank San-
derson became a member of -the Board of 'Governors of

McMaster at the Octobeirr Convention, 1903, only seven

years after Foster s leaving McMaster.

We had 'not tlme to make a careful study of Professor

Foster’s teaching, so we asked our friend and colleague,

Rev. Robert MeCaul, D.D., Toronto -Baptist bemmary, .
and of Brooklyn N.Y,, to undertake that.task. We know

of no one more competent to do so. Dr. McCaul was

graduated from Brandon ICollege, and later was gradu-
He went on '~

ated in Arts from Manitoba University.
from ‘there to Rochester Theological Semmary, where,
after a four-years’ course, bhe received:the degree of B.D.
He had done one year’s work in the direction of a doctor-

-

in further’ preparmg' himself for the. work of his depart- \ '
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ate (Ph D:) "when he was called to an- lmportant church
in Brooklyn, N.Y., and could not complete his-work for
his doctot’s degree, while engaged in a busy N.Y. pastor-
ate. He has. a keen mind,-and is an insatiable stu-

" dent. He has spent more than thirty years in the- Ameri-

can metropolis, and in that time has-come in. contact with
all“ the mlmsters and professors of prominence in that
great, city. He is an omnivorous reader, and I know of no

" man more conversant with the theological thought of to-

day, and & couple of generatlons back, than Dr Robert
MecCaul.

-We give heré-now some of the results of !hrs analysis ~
of George Burman Fosters teachmg

Excerpts From Some of Professor George Burman
Foster’s Books

By Rev: Robert McCaul, D.D. -

The following quotataons are. from Profeslor George
Burman Foster’s book entitled :

: “Functlon of Religion”,: Pubhshed in 1909
I have trled to exercise care to choose such. quotations

: as_ are in harmony with the general tenor of his ‘teaching

o as not to give a colour different: from the context

.In each of ‘his. publlshed .works no credence Is. glven to

the idea of religion in 'general and Chrlstlamtv in par-

ANEEE tlcular - as having their origin in a .Divine Revelatlon .
. Religion is purely a home-grown affalr

From Prof. G. B. Foster . - -

“It is a-question then of the worth of religion to the human 3
' organism . .
. velopment and preservation . .

.rorganism is a system directed to its own de-
. it generates organs ... it
grows by f1ght1ng and_fights to grow . . . HAS THE OR-
HAS 'IT A CON-
SCIENCE? AN IDEAL?"IT GROWS THAT TOO. And
think of the millénniums of work that have gone into such
.- At.the call’ of need: there sprout :outy of . him |
(man) new powers (page 46). .. . e

.“Religion, like science, art, morahty belongs to the hrgher
achievemeénts of the soul . ‘Man conquered much of his
environment, but some: temtory remained unconquered, he
could not -see tomorrow’s weather, .nor the -outcome of the
chase, nor his fortune in battle, nor be sure of thé'mind of the
woman he loved . .’. many dangers .were disclosed by .his
inc¢reasing. knowledge, ferocious beasts, storms, earthquakes,

" . conflagrations, famine, sickness. and - ‘above all inescapable

death . ... impenetrable darkness of the future, foi which

.. functions, so far created, were inadequate to_ secure " dominion .

over the earth or the equlllbratlon without which there was
no blessedness. And IT WAS THE NEED TQO COPE WITH
THIS TERRIBLE SITUATION WHICH IMPELLED THE
SOUL TO CREATE RELIGION, NAY WHICH WAS.RELI-
GION: MAN MADE THE - GODS TO DO FOR ‘HIM WHAT
HE COULD NOT-DO FOR HIMSELF. THERE IS NO .SUCH
THING ‘AS A -SELF-DEPENDENT SOUL FREELY AC-
TIVE, OR INTERACTIVE WITHIN WHAT WE CALL THE
BODY JUST AS, SIMILARLY, THERE IS NO SELF:
DEPENDENT DEITY FREELY ACTIVE OR INTER-
ACTIVE WITHIN THAT LARGER BODY WE CALL THE -
COSMOS. (21) All this is a survival of primitive animism
which opulated the whole earth w1th spmts, demons and

- hebgoblins.” -,

Could the Devrl Hlmself Speak More Deﬁantly"

‘In the opinion of Foster rellglon came to a better
day when '

“the' long banished gemus of .the Greeks re-entered the
ecclesiastical. world. .

not saints, and angels, about earth, not heaven . Homer
instead of the Bible, ‘Plato, - Arlstotle, Seneca as g'uldes in-

-stead of the Church Fathers.”

“There is no-such thing as creation out of nothmg We

—

" tionary growth?

. .. The artist. learned to -see, the poet
to hear, the phllosopher to think and i inquire — all about mén,

-must- wean ourselves from pic the '‘God of the universe
as-the Bible-God of the Book of enesis; a god who magi-
cally charms things with a word as a wand out of nothing
. There is no creation anywhere 'by maglc, not even God’s

ma ic.

“God is dead,” cned N1etzsche “You can see,” says ‘Fos-
ter, “in what sense that is true.” (57).

“Modern experience would not create the Trinity God, the
God of\the church.

Your rehglousness is not that you have a god, 1t is your
"god-making  capacity. . . . It was not Ingersoll, but Feuerbach,
in 1846, nay, In substance it was Lucretlus, long ago, _and
earlier stlll Xenophanes; who said- the great discovery of
- this generatlon was not tha't God made man in his own image
‘but-that man made God in his (man’s) image. ,PSYC'HO-
LOGICALLY THAT IS QUITE TRUE.

. “W'hat set man to making gods at all? . What set, 'the

* obganism to making an eye? The gods were: created for the -

sake of the most v1tal practical interests. Need is the mother
of the gods ... .'I have been exhibiting the human. origin of
rehglon. To this ‘there is the alternative of the miracu-
Jous, divine ongm of religion. . . . And which is right, the
idea that a knowledge of God is .a miraculous. commumca-
tiori to man ‘in his initial god-like Iilerfectlon, or-that man’s
religion slowly came to be through the long process 6f evolu-
It is the.conclusion.of the - mvestlgatron and
" reflection of the modern world ‘that the latter is the fact.-
. Upon .this point.1 shall wasté no more words.”

Foster refers to the bélief tha't mankind’ has by sin
been ruined at the core as “that paralysing pessrmlsm ”

Foster“derides the idea that ascriptiofi.of-a human in-
stead of a Divine orxgm to Christianity. would make'
Chnstlamty less true. That a Teligion .should .be true
‘because divine, and false if it be found to have a human .
- origin would-be “to rdb human. nature of its dlgmty ”

" “The fact is there never was a false |god -and- that . there
never was a false religion unless you call a child a false
- man . All religion has the same purpose . .". All here on

.earth tend toward right and truth an perfectmn, nothing -

here on earth can be quite nghtt quite true, ‘quite perfeet,-

NOT -EVEN CHRISTIANITY .
excludes other rehglons (69) - -

" AS TO THE ‘BIELE, Foster sayS' ST e

: (599) 7
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“But a great change has taken place, a deep and unbndge- .

able chasm separates men from many: of. those thoughts and
specific commandments which are -embedded in -the Bible.
In this modern world if one should still hearken to. Biblical .
commandments and ideas as such, and. hold that siich .sub-
- Jection was faith, was religion,_ then the word ‘faith’ would
receive its most dangerous meaning . . . Regard for the ‘sicred
seriptures is a duty for the Chnstlan but to require assent
to its thoughts and commandments-is-to. lead" -into sin. (77)
. “As a matter of fact the question of ‘the truth of religion’
as forrner generations used the phrase has died out of thé .
consciousness of the modern man. The man of today must
think of religion as a necessary creation of - human nature.

. Man is' so made that he must make gods . . . the.word -
‘God’ is a symbol to designate the universe in its 1deal achlev-
ing capacity.”] (109).

“That the Bible is God’s word, that it must be 1nterpreted R

in a certain way, that is what men have said, God never said -
it for as Emerson says ‘God never s eaks’ . . . and what sort:
‘of support is it that faith in an alien authorrty givestus ?
That of fear which does not trust itself to think.” (1382)

““All our values are first' human achlevements and then
‘transferred to the world of the divine.”

“ACCORDING TO CHURCH DOCTRINE THE PATH OF

--THE UNIVERSE WAS A DESCENT .FROM ORIGINAL_

PERFECTION; ACCORDING TO:MODERN THOUGHT IT
IS AN ASCENT FROM IMPERFECTION TO PERFECTION

. ACCORDING -TO CHURCH DOCTRINE THE PATH.
OF THE HUMAN
ANGEL TO DEVIL; ACCORDING TO MODERN THOUGHT
IT 1S, UPWARD FROM ANTHROPOID AND CANNIBAL
;70 CIVILIZATION ‘AND CULTURE . : ' WE ARE .NOT .
FALLEN .ANGELS BUT DEVELO'PED ANIMALS. AND
HISTORY IS NOT THE PROCESS OF DETERIORATION
](BIT’JII) AN ASCENDING. LADDER OF PERFECTIBIIJITY v

RACE WAS DOWNWARD FROM .

]

certamly not*so long as 1t .
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“To_sum up, religion is the conviction-of the a:chievability
?{sg;xlversally valid satisfaction of the human personality.”

The Place of Christ In Religion c—

“What is the place of the Founder or the Great Man in
Religion ? ‘'SCIENTIFIC THEOLOGY HAS SUCCEEDED IN
UNDERMINING THE ECCLESIASTICAL DOGMA OF THE

“TRINITY AND OF THE DEITY OF CHRIST.” (189). '

“WHEN APPEAL IS MADE TO THE JUDGMENT OF

-HISTORICAL SCIENCE AND NOT TO THE JUDGMENT

OF RELIGIOUS ENTHUSIASM, JESUS LOSES HIS

PLACE IN THE RELIGION OF A CHRISTIAN.” (196)

“TO0 SCIENCE; THE NON-EXISTENCE OF JESUS IS
A POSSIBILITY.” (197) - : .
. “The objective to which the religious yearning is directed
is not ‘the historic fact that a man by the name of Jesus once
lived upon the earth. . .. but a system of values.” (198).

“The correlate of faith is value not fact.” (198) ‘

“If in the nature of the case, historic science cannot cut
the nerve of religious certitude, then the historic belief that
Jesus existed is not a necessary article of our religion.”

“If one knows that the pure in heart shall see God, only
because*Jesus said it, does one really believe it at all ?” (203)
. “May one not deny that Jesus lived and yet be well pleas-
ing to God?”

““To hold that belief in the existence of Jesus is an inalien-
able constituent of our religion is to ad%)t a position, which,
from the standpoint of Jesus and Paul ‘themselves is in prin-
ciple subversive of religious faith.” (204)

- “INDEED ONE SEES, OR UNDERSTANDS THAT HIS
INNERMOST RELIGIOUS POSSESSION ‘WIOULD SUFFER
.NO VITAL INJURY WERE HISTORICAL SCIENCE TO
FORCE ONE TO THE POSITION THAT JESUS NEVER
LIVED, MAY VERY WELL BE THE TOUCHSTONE OF
THE MATURITY OF ONE’'S RELIGIOUS CONVICTION
.. . Of course I grant that essential values were brought into
he world by Jesus, yet, once here, those values are self-
evidential, self-propagating.” (208) :

“Is it inconceivable that the very name of Christianity may
have passed away? And yet may not the world be niore
Christian then than now? May not streams of spiritual in-
.fluence continue to deepen and widen, even though the springs
of Judah be forgotten ?” i

“And as according to John it was once necessary that Jesus
should go away individually that the Spirit might come, IS
IT INCONCEIVABLE THAT IT MIGHT BE NECESSARY
FOR HIM TO PASS AWAY HISTORICALLY TO THAT
SAME END? I do not say that it would be so, I only wish
to face 'the possibility unafraid SINCE EVEN NOW WE
MAY NOT SEE IN JESUS AN ABSOLUTELY PERFECT
MODEL WITHOUT JEOPARDIZING THE FREEDOM AND
PROGRESS OF HUMANITY . . . ONE SHOULD KNOW
AS SCHMIEDEL HAS SAID THAT JESUS WAS A MAN
AND IF THE UNKNOWN FUTURE SHALL BRING US
FULLER LIGHT, THIS TOO WILL BE THE GIFT OF THE
GRACE OF GOD.” : e

“If Jesus were here today in our modern world, would he
do and think as he did? In many ways not.” '(222)

2‘2‘%‘)0 COPY EVEN HIM, JESUS, IS TO KILL THE SOUL.”
(222).

“The new world, inner and outer, could not be a gift, éven -

from him. In the nature of the case we must make it our-
gelves. AND WE ARE NOT IN A POSITION TO DENY
THAT “WE COUILD DO -THIS SHOULD SCIENCE CON-
CLUDE HE NEVER LIVED AT ALL. INDEED IT.IS
NOT IMPOSSIBLE THAT IF SCIENCE CAME TO THIS

: CONCLUSION, - A SENSE OF RELIEF AND FREEDOM -

WOULD COME TQ MANY A SOUL WHOSE TRUE ‘SPON-
TANEITY AND FREEDOM ARE ABRIDGED BY THE
DOGMA OF THE AUTI-I'ORI-TY OF JESUS.” (228)

Could Even a Reprobate Imagine a
Greater Blasphemy?

.“It is evident therefore that the democratic goodness
about-us is not so much the donation of Jesus as a creation
of modern men who are as certainly the children of{God as
Jesus was himself, if so be, 3s Paul said, God is one, thé
contrary position is a survival of the ecclesiastical doctrine
of original sin — of the total moral inability of man on
account of the fall, a position which, though not meant to
be such is really blasphemy against both God and man.”"

‘ment of conscience. THIS IMPORTANCE ATTACHED TO

The Finality of the Christian Religion

Any nimber of quotations might be made from Fos- -
ter’s large volume entitled: “The Finality of the Chris-
tian Religion” but they would be more or less cumulative, -
and in this fuller treatment of his subject his heresies
are so skilfully woven with plausible arguments that un-
less.an immense amount of work were done in disentang-
ling truth from error the quotations would be confusing. .

"A perusal of this book confirms what some of his pupils

have told me was his favorite slogan whenever he came
upon the miraculous or the idea of a divine revelation:
“It contradicts human experience, miracles do not
‘happen.” : ~ S < -
Page 181: “If we reject the hypothesis of myth and legend,
Hume’s main contention has néver been answered: Today we
witness no miracles.” “ A

“Ancient narratives tell us of the miraculously super-
natural. Is the tradition reliable? Was the eye witness so
sharp an observer that we must assume a deviation from the - -
laws of nature rather than an error in the observation or
the_ tradition? Miraculous narratives, like the biblical, orig-
inating from no observer who possessed sufficient knowledge
of the relations of the laws of nature ‘to have a right to pro-
?glslgize upon such matters, have no scientific importance.”

“AN INTELLIGENT MAN WHO NOW AFFIRMS HIS
FAITH IN SUCH STORIES AS ACTUAL FACTS CAN
ﬁ%ﬁ%lélyf, KNOW WHAT INTELLECTUAL ‘HONESTY

The Miracle of the Resurrection
“A Burden Rather Than a Support”
“While miracle has become a burden rather than a sup-

*port to religion, it is yet still more difficult for Christianity

to detach itself from miracle than it is for any other religion
whatsoever. This is mainly because the doctrine of the bodily -
resurrection of Jesus has been propagated into the very centre
of the Christian conviction, has so fixed its stamp uipon this

religion that the latter seems to many to stand or fall with

the historicity of that event. °‘If Christ be not risen, our

‘faith is vain, we are yet in our sing’, writes Paul. Is it not

well to ask ourselves whether we are in a position to par-
ticipate experientially:in this Pauline proposition? We are
dependent upon the narratives of the Gospels and the witness
of Paul, to form arn idea of what occurred after the death
of Jesus. But these are by no means so consistent as to
render assent 'to the actuality of the occurrences a_ require-

-

THE BODILY RESURRECTION OF JESUS IS FAR OUT
OF PROPORTION TO THE EVIDENCE. THEREFOR. The
narratives yield a fluctuating image which eludes all assured
valuation . . . Is it indeed necessary that we build our salva--
tion on such an oeccurrence? Are not the truths of our faith
. . reliable in and of themselves? Do they need a visible
authentication? . . . Jesus is the Living One, no matter
whether he appeared to his disciples or not. He lives and .
rules in the world through his spirit. Our conviction must . {
ever be a matter of faith and not sight: . . . The acknowledg-
ment of a single historical fact is a thing of knowledge and
not Faith.” (Emphases in above excerpts are made by G.W.) i

Surely there is here a blatant denial of every
"distinetive Christian principle! In Foster’s .
‘view ‘there is no Gospel, for it is doubtful,

according to him, whether there is or ever

was a Jesus.—T.T.S.

I venture to request my readers to preserve this issue-
of the paper, and have it before.them when reading the |
next few issues which will feature the teaching of
Professors ‘George :Cross, E. W. Parsons, 1. G. Mathews, .
and, still later, of Professor L. H. Marshall.- And when
they have diligently studied the teaching of these men, to ‘
consider whether those of us who believe the Bible to
be _the inspired and supremely authoritative Word of J
God; and who also believe: that Jesus Christ was God-
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manifest in the flesh, who believe indeed, that God was
in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself; and who
further believe “Neither is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved# to consider, I say,
whether those who believe these things, had any just
cause to protest against an institution which was estab-
lished to train men for the propagation of the gospel of
redeeming grace, prostituting its facilities for the propa-
gation of such teaching as that of the professors above
named. I especially suggest that in all fairness Dr.
T. B. McDormand give consideration to these matters.
(To Be Continued) .

A PASTOR ONE OF CHRIST'S GREATEST
GIFTS TO THE CHURCH

A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields -

Preached in Central Baptist Church, Toronto -
Monday ‘Evening, December 29th, 1952 ~ .

At the Induction Service of the Rev. Geoffrey Adams
Into the Pastorate of that!Church. See Note Elsewhere

_(Electrically Recorded)

“Wherefore he gaith, When he ascended up on high, he led
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.

(“Now_that he ascended, what is it but that he also de-
scended first into the lower parts of the earth?

“He that descended is the same also that ascended up far
above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)

“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

“For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the

. - ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

“Till _we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fulness-of Christ.”—Eph. 4:8-13.

'SU?PO‘SE there are few aspects of gospel truth of
which the majority of people who profess and call
themselves IChristians are less informed than the Serip-

" tural doctrine with respect to the ministry. That is not

difficult to understand. It is probably because the minis-
ter usually is somewhat reluctant to discuss his own office,
and there is no one else to discuss it for him. But I
want to speak a little of that this evening.

Here is a picture of our ascended Lord, ascended al}e
all heavens that He might fill all things. He “gave him
to be the head over all things to the church, which is his
body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.” That is a
mere truism to most of us, that the Lord Jesus is the
Head of the church. But in His Headship what ‘does He
do? “He led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.”
On the ground of His meritorious and vicarious ministry,
and by the exercise of His great power,.He led captivity

captive, and entered triumphantly into Heaven. Perhaps

it was then in part, at least, the prophetic Psalm was
fulfilled: “Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and. be ye
lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall
come in.” There, enthroned in Heaven He received- gifts.
What gifts? We have asked for a collection, this even-
ing, for this church’s building fund. " That-i§ necessary,
for these material things have their place-in the work of
the Lord. T came upon a copy of The Canadian Boptist
recently for 1898, in which I found the first sermon I
had ever printed. It is in type now, and I am going to
print it in THE GOSPEL WITNESS. It was preached in 1897,
fifty-five years ago.' And it was on this very point, that

the Lord is Lord of His church, and that He knows how
‘to look afterit, and how to provide for all its necessities.

by

I will print it some time soon, that you may read it. 1
am not particularly proud of it, except in this respect,
that it is true to the Word of God, fifty-five years ago,
just as I hope what is now published is true to the Book.
The doctrine is the same. We worship the Head of the
church; we are members of His body, of His flesh. and
of His bone. : .

In that position of exaltation there is nothing said
about His conferring material wealth upon His-church.
I believe He will supply that when we ask Him, if and
when we need it. We have seen it in Jarvis Street. Do
you remember that time years ago when we had the
Saturday afternoon Prayer Meeting? It was just like
sométhing coming out of Heaven, just as sure as the
manna did. ‘They said we could not carry on, but we
did—mno, we didn't, but the Lord-carried on for us. I
have often said that when Peter said to the lame man at
the Beautiful ‘Gate of the temple, “Silver and gold have I
none; but such as I have give I thee,”—he enunciated
a great principle. I have said it a hundred times around
the world that the work of the Lord was never hindered
by even an hour, primarily, for the want of money. Any
such retardation of God’s work is always caused by a
deeper want than that. It is the lack of that which

" Peter had when he said, “Such -as I have give I thee.”
. God will empower us-to minister to needy people, and
when He does we need not worry about the mone¥.

What did our Lord do? “He gave some, apostles; and
some, prophets; and some, evangelists.” I have known
evangelists of whom I have been. a bit doubtful as to
their having been the gifts of the ascended Lord,—as I
have been equally doubtful of some men called pastors.
But He does give evangelists, those who are divinely
gifted for the proclamation of the gospel. Who.could
doubt that such men as the Wesleys, Whitfield, Chas.
Finney, and Moody, were such gifts to the church as a
whole? And then in one office—*“and some, pastors
and teachers.” Now Mr. Lawrence said that when they
wanted a Pastor they prayed. What else could you do?
Who but the Head of the church would know where to
find one? All true Pastors are in His hands. I would
say to any young preacher here that if you want to be a
star preacher make sure that you are held ingthe hand
of Him that walks in the midst of the golden candlesticks, -
and holds the stars in His hands. He gave-some pastors.

N & .

I remind you members of Central Baptist church that
A PaSTOR IS A DIVINE 'GIFT. The schools cannot make a
Pastor; no University or no Theological Seminary can
make a P@tor. They can guide them a little in their
studies, but a real Pastor is.God’s gift. “How shall they

nreach, except they be sent?” That does not mean un- )

less a missionary committee sends them. What it.means
is this: that no man can possibly preach the gospel un-
less heé is sent of ‘God: “There was a man sent from God,
whose name was John.” It is not hard to discern when
you have come to know a man who is going on God’s
\efrand, Divinely commissioned, the gift of God. You
will be eareful what you do with God’s gift, won’t you?
Prize him highly. The Pastor is a gift of God. I have
had something to do with mission work, and I have said
to Brother Slade very often, as he and I have talked
things over: “We are not primarily concerned about
buildings, and that sort of thing; give us a man.” That
is what we want. Every house is built by some man.
These things do not happen; somebody builds them. But
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"_- : lf we have the rlght man-we- may ‘be sure that everythmg or dlshonour, but anyway it -was - arranged for me: -I -
- else will come all right. -If you have the right Pastor ~was sitting beside a .Baptist minister, and next to.him -~
. * you are bound- to have blessing:- .He_gave some Pastors, was a minister- of another Denomlratlon Durmg the:
a0 - <1 1 did-not “engineer” the- division-in the-Old Convention, Progress of the meal these two brethren talked, and they

as somebody. has said, but, like Brother ‘Lawrence, there talked for my.advantage I. knew, so that I would know - -
-~ were a good many things in it I did not like. I did not bow .important - they. - .were.; They'- talked about™ the .-~ = .-
- like the idea of .an ordination committee; and I did not 8reat problems they had in fhe church—the ladies’ aid, )
like the idea of a-stationing committee. * I Telt like saying, .'and tHe :young: people’s socletles—and a lot of other. ’
“Who do you think you are anyhow? What do you know " piffling ‘puerilities. They, ought to haye been ashamed - .
about a church’s need? ' You have an opinion; which is* Of their conversation: I'said- to myself, “Has it-come .-
. legltlmate You could-say, “I know a man, but I do not ‘o this? -Is this what the modern ministeris suprosed -
« " ‘know whether he would be ‘suitable or not.” - -Noyno..” T " 'to do2” Their "problems! " I know what I would Have "~ -
, am_an Episcopalian; I believe in' a Bishop. .I have. a done with them ; it wouldn’t have taken mé long to settle o
T blshop, “the Shepherd and Blshop" of our souls And - problems such as they. named—I. do not remember what ;... :'% :
it'is He Who places Pastors. ““Take heed therefére unto they- were now, but' some sﬂly llttle things: Any full: - ~ %
yourselves”,- said ‘the apostle Paul ‘to the -elders- at 8rown man would have settled it at once, and said, “Let-.
» Ephesus, .“and to all the flock, over:the which the Holy-- us-get on with. the Lord’s work. ' He gave some pastors
*Ghost hath made you-overseers”. Unless-a man is ap- and teachers—notto coddle the samts, not to tell every-
pointed by the-Holy Ghost he will-never -accomplish any-- "ody how lovely they are. .Once upon.a time—I will pass ' . ..
thing, though he may wear along coat, angd clerical collar' this on to you Brother Adams if I haven’t said it m '
- -and become .a_polished ecclesuastlc He. ‘must be. placeu Pastoral Theology. ift your hearmg—I thought T ‘was on M
- - there by the Spirit of God. T am glad that that has been pretty “safe ground if I ‘spoke words of commendation
your thought,” that you have waited :for God’s leading, about people. , I'knew that I must not say any word of .
until at’last somebody came whom you feel God.has se- ¢ensure, but I thought if. I praised Mr, So and 'So that .
.. lected. Accept h1m then a8 God’s selectlon He gave would be all right. DO you know what I found out? -
A "some Pastors - Someone said, “He didin’t-say-anything- about me:” ‘After i L
v R . _.;:‘. L erIETTTI ) a Wwhile I found T could not speak either well or ill of T
SR RIS IL 7 o0 et e e anlyz:eChI re}rlneni})er ?1 grgat' Converition in-the Metro- > 3=
-.politan iChurch,.when they discussed *he question whether. -
e can& ;AiTg:uﬁa%iztff ,‘:V}T OE?‘:};E)I:: aItg:c;::f' be,lrl.ﬁ‘;; Z;ZZE Christians. should” attend the theatre. and the dance, and . .
- . sometimes: about “Pastoral work”. - Do ‘you know wha. - all"that kind of nonsense.’ It-was’an.‘“ecumenical” con-. . - .
L 4. .. is'meant by that?  The : average Pastor- is a Kind of & . ference,-and they brought them from all oyer the world—— C "'.\_".i
. “wlovified nursemaid, to carry breakfast to. bed to -sick - University ‘Presidents, .:and Theological Presidents, and o
- saints. That is not the Pastor’s business: . By all. means all the rest of it,"and they spent days, dlscussmg this o
.seé. the sick sainti’if they cannot:comeé.to See you—that’ great: problem—trymg to- decide what-sort -of - -4 rattle T
is all right in its -place. But a Pastor’s real dufy-is to they should buy for the baby!. Is it ariy wonder that the '
| teach. . He must teach line upori line; precept tipon pre- - nhurc’h’ of IChrist has..gone on-. the ‘rocks?. *Where-is the - - = ...
- nent, here a little,-and there a little. He must be a doc- A2me? ,nght in the, pulpit. " He- gave some pastors and R
- .trinal preacher to be :a Pastor; he must get-down'to_the teachers? What for el
. "depths and lay his foundatlons deep and broad: " A true -~ - ' o "III o
. . Pastor must. needs be a theologian. Do-not be frightened ’
Ce by that Wordr—'theology Do. you know what it.means?.. I hke thls“next line; " it has been’ an unspeakable com-- . .
T . It\meang the science that logically relates the-truths of - fort to me: .“FOR THE.PERFECTING OF THE SAINTS.” Do
P 'revelatx% one- to another.- A- young man-came to See- YOU know what that means?. It means that even saints.
-, me once, who siaid he wanted to come to the Seminary. ~97e %0t perfect. I have never meta perfect saint yet- I
He said, “I.want to g'e‘t out and preach the gospel, and I have met a good many. who thought they. were. perfect.
want a-short course.” I said,“How long are you pre- I have repeatedly quoted Mr.. Spurgeon, and I quote him ..
pared to spend"” He sald “I think I ought to be fit for -Now, when hé - dnée said, “My experlence with’ perfect'

T something ‘in two years.” I'said, “What ‘did you do.be: - people has been most unfortuna +-And so has. mine. . " s.ceTe. -
""" fore yoii came-here?” He said, “T came from Ireland:” I hope you will have- the very salt of the earth here, but 1

~ I-gaid, “I know,: but what did ‘you do *there? X He said. You will-not find the.saints ‘of.ICentral Church perfect.. . ERPa
“I was a butcher.” I said, “What do you mean by that?” I will. not ask Mr.” Lawrence for an opinion on- that { 1

“I gerved my time.” “How much time did you serve?”’ but I am sure you will not. ' But you are here to make |
He said, “I served seven years.” 1 said; “You served them perfect—“for the perfectlng of the samts » T ‘
seven years learning to be a butcher, and you think two © Tt is a lovely thing o see the saints growing up into
years would be quite enough to learn to be a preacher?” Christ. I remember a-man who was converted in Jarvis -
A Pastor must be a teacher. I am glad to know that is Street church some years ago, a big.tall.man he.was, a . .
the type of ministry you have had here. Incidentally maghificent: man. Even before his conversion he was
two of the members of this church wrote on the exami- the very soul of honour and integrity. But after his
nation for my, Thursday night lectures in the-English conversion he was very legalistic; rather cribbed, cabined.
.Bible Course, and they "came cut on top. That simply and confined for a while. I lived to see the day when I -
. means that they had been under a teaching ministry, thought, I was going home, and: I sent for’him. and he

* _ _andthey had found delight in learning the great verities gat in, my ‘house and sobbed like a child. He said, “Pas-
B ‘of Scrlpture He géve some pastors 4nd téachers. That “tor, ‘you have taight me all I evér leariied of grace.’ '
is a big business. - : "save what I learned, of course, directly from the Book

I was in-a certain place at a ministers’ luncheon, which itself.” Oh, how he grew up into Christ! He .was
they had arranged, I do not know whether .in my 'henour nothing-like the man cf t\he e:arly days of his conversion.

2 -
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He revelled in the doctrmes of grace patxent ‘and toler- .

" ant towards others, but merclless “toward himsaelf. . That
is the perfecting of the saints. When. you'see them grow-
. ing out.of ‘the 1dlosyncras1es of the old’ man, putting off
the old man, and putting on. the new, which. after God
" is creted in righteousness and true_holiness; T .tell 'you -
that is one of the advantages of an, extended pastorate.
"When you Have been. here. twenty-one years Brothel
Adams you will, know “You Wlll have geen people growmg
.up into Chnst T . B .o

!V «por the perfectmé of the, salnts UNTo THE WORK OF -

"
i e, 3y

7

MINISTERING.” ... How do you make ‘the saints: perfect

- “By grace are ye saved through falth and that not-of

yourselves it*is the gift of God: not: of works, lest any
man should boast.’ ‘For we are his workmanghip, ¢reated -
in Christ Jesis unto good works, whxch God hath before
. ordained that we should walk in them - Biblical ministry.
w1ll“make a“church-a working' dhurch they -will 'want to
. do” something, and theéy will not want to leave it all to
the minister. . %For-the. perfectmg of: the 'sdints, unto

the work of mmlstermg .Every. member .of the church
ought to be. doing somethmg, eveiy member of the
-church -ought to be a worker.
- 'the ‘minister finds_ this place by+thg appomtment of the.’
Holy Ghost, so every niember of ‘the chureh will* fl?ld his
or her place, and function .in the body of Christ.. “But.
now hath"God set the members- every one of them in the
‘body, as it hath .pleased him. -.-. . Now ye are the bbdy
of Christ and members in- partlcular And God hath
set some in the church,. first. apostles; secondarily proph-.

ets, thirdly. teachers, after. that miracles, : then gifts of -
healings, helps, government, diversities. of tongues S

-But covet earnestly- the. best gifts.’> -
~* That"will mclude,—somebody to’ play the plano, “some- °

body to -sing, somebody to administer aﬁ'alrs, each. one

. differing from' the others, but the same Spirit’ working".
.through-all the-members-of the -one body.. And by the*

constant proclamation of the truth, and the exposition.
of the_great -principles of God’s Word, the saints -are
gradually- perfected unto the work of ministering.. Then
they will not.always have to come to the Pastor, and say,"

© “What shall T do 9” 1 have seen-it.- T have found people

*"doing thmgs, and wondered who told them.
“Aid.

I never:.
It ‘was a Vvéry hecessary. piece of work, with the

-blessing of .the Lord attending :it—maybe visiting the .

sick maybe_ .going to the -hospital, maybe- distributing
- tracts.. or téaching in-the sdhool or somethmg else, and
somethmg new. But they found»d:helr place.” Ih a church
that is rightly taught.in the thmgs of God t'he members

* ‘of. the-churéh: will find -a jobx sy

Thada sore throat once, and-1 went lto see a doctor a
triend of mine.. He said, “I will take you ‘to the best
-+roat man in the city; he is in this building.”” The
“specialist” looked at me, and said, “You have got to
.have those tonsils out. If anybody Says to the contrary
he does not know what .he is talking about.”, I said,
“Thank you sir,” and walked out. My friend, the doctor,
said, “You do not agree?” I said, “No. He may have
some vestigial remains, but I haven’t. I want to be sure
that they are diseased, and that there is no éure. before I
have them out.” I went back to my own- doctor a counle
of months afterwards, and I. said, “Now have a look.”
“Perfectly well,” he said. I'said, “That “spetialist” would
have taken my ‘tonsils out, wouldn’t he?” And he was

*the best throat man in Toronrto No, in any.properly
constltuted body ‘there are no “vestigial remains”, evolu-

e ot . AT "R PR

I am sure that,. just as’

tlomsts to the, con*trary notw1thstandmg

‘scignce does not know ‘what certain parts of the body

are for, so much the wors€ for medlcal science. But God

+ put them there for something. .

" Let me remind you, dear frlends that in the 'body of
3Christ there.are no “vestigial remains” either. Every
organ has its proper func'tlon, and every person has some-
thmg to do for which he or'she is divinely equlpped and

- is therefore responsible to God alone. And by the Pas-

-tor's teachmg, teaching, teaching, people will come to find- - -

. .otit the good works which 'God hath before ordained that -
.they should walk in them, and they will all’ be at.it. . Mr. "
Moody -said once that he would rather get ten men to .

work than try to do ten men’s work himself.. Wken I
was in London-there was a lady who had eight children.

.They were substaritial people; they had means, but they

had no servants. This woman could . always find time
to do a little bit of extra work, and one day I sald to her,

< ““Mrs. 8o and. So, how. is. it?. There .are some women .l .

know around here who,have one precious boy or girl,
and it takes all their ‘time, and the time of several other
people. to keep them out of mischief.” T said, ‘“How ‘on
~arth do.you get on with eight of them?” She said, “I
haven’t eight. children, I have eight servants.” ' I have
‘been’ in. their home, with the table spread out for eight

'nf:them, -and" the father and ‘mother ‘and guests, and =
when the meal was over it was marvellous to 'see how

|everythmg seemed to mélt away.  Evefybody Lad-a job.
‘Those children would-rise, and everything was done,.al-
most as we used-to
say" Jack’ Robmson
~gervants.

A Presbyterl-an mlmster in a certam place where I

was Pastor, said, “L wish you would let me into your -
He said, -

‘'secret.” 1 said, “What do you want. to- know "
“Just this: T-spend my time’ trying to please my people,
. and I'do not succeed: very well, and so.faf as-I-can make
out, in my confact with 'them, your people spend all their
time trymg to please you.” I said, “That is.ideal, isn’t
it? - Why shouldn’t they?”’ It is easier for several hun-

_say in -England, before.you could
The elg'ht chlldren were eight

If medical .-

’

dred people to please one person than for. one person to.

please several hundred. Therefore. you start’ pleasmg
your Pastor
first of all you please God.. He will be pleased with what-
ever-you do so long-as you please Him.. “For the: perfect-

ing of the saints, for the work of the mlmstry All at
it, everybody at it, all the time. . ]
You are’in a good neighbourhood here I doubt not

-that within fifteen -minutes’ walk of ‘this house there are
thousands of people who never go to church at all.- I

You will do that, if he is God’s man, 'if

o, envy the locality of- some. gchurches in Toronto. We are.

far down town, and to get a large Sunday School we have
to bring them miles and miles. Many churches have
thousands of children all around them, and within -walk-
ing distance. You are set down in the midst of a straw-
berry bed. Go and pick the strawberries. I do not know
_what membership you have, but if everybody goes at it,
"~ perfecting the saints, unto-the work of ministering, as
they learn from what they hear from the pulpit, and as
they give themselves to a diligent personal study of the
Word of God, they must become instructed Christians,
then they will go out, and will know how to lead people to
Christ, they will know how to encourage the backslider,

"dnd-to support the weak, and be serviceable to'everybody. " -

One of my mémbers has a position of responsibility
in one of the theological colleges of Toronto, and some-
times has to supermtend the preparation of a banquet

P T - . - ._.‘ i N S
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for five hundred people. - She always keeps the flag fly-
ing, giving her testimony. Examlnatlons came around.
She  knew the theologs, and Shile they were nice boys
she hadn’t very much respect for- the religion of some
of them. .- But she said, “I want one of your examina-
tion papers.” So they brought her an examination paper,
and she said, “I am going to write on it.” She wrote
“on it anonymously, and beat every student -in the college,
without ‘ever attending a lecture- ‘Why?_ Because she
had learned from the Word of God ; she was'an instructed
Christian; and she knew how to teach others That is
*‘the business of the pulplt :

~.

V.

What then? “TiLL WE ALL 'COME IN THE UNITY OF
_ THE FAITH.” You cannot bring people into the unity of
the faith all in a minute. Somebody is quite sure the
church is going to be raptured ‘and taken away before
the Lord comes, or at His coming. And there is going:
to be a great Tribulation. Now 'do not waste time argu-
ing about that. - Oh, how people love to split hairs! There
was a- man of some ‘substance from Ireland, and the first
year of the last war he caime to ICanada. He was going
down to Florida to get away from Irish winters and ‘Ca-
nadian winters. He came into my study—I had’ met
him in England, and I knew him well he was a very fine
‘man. He belonged to a company of people who are some-
times called “Brethren’”. I hope they are all brotherly.
But he came in, and he took my Bible. He said, “Look
" here now, I want to show you something. Do you see
that?” 1 safd, “Yes.” “Did you ever see so and so?”
I said, “No I never did.” I was too polite to say to him,
“And if I did what would it matter?” There -was not
anything in it at all. But he was spoiling for an argu-

ment. I believe in contending for the faith, but T hate
:contentiousness as I hate the devil. Don’t bé contentious.

“Till we all come into the unity of the faith.” Preach
the. Word, in season and out of season, and little by little
if the Word is preached people will gradually come into
the unity of the faith. ‘We have a lot of people in Jarvis
Street church who.used to be convinced Anglicans, who
are now the best Baptists I have got. Some others used
to be out and out Presbyterians, who are Baptists now,
and I would not change them for any Baptist I know.

“Vhy?- Because they have: learned .from the Word of
‘God, and we have come into the unity of the faith. If
you are not othérwise engaged come New Year’s morning
to our great New Year's Meeting, and you will sée an ex-
ample of the unity of the faith.

.

~ : VI,
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“Till we all come in the unity of the faith, AND oF
THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SON OF GoD.” - Never forget
that is central to everything. Here is the Divine curricu-
lum, and your “major” must be the study of the Son of
God. You may. ‘be ignorant of some other things, but
God will forgive. you if you know His Son well. “The
knowledge of the Son of God.” You r¢emember what the
apostle Paul said. -.He was a man of great erudition,
a great scholar, and his enémies said, “Much learning
hath made thee mad.” "Nobody called Paul “unlearned
and -ignorant”; ithey charged rather that he knew too
.much. "'When he was no longer a young man, but Paul
the aged, he said, “I count not myself to have appre-
hended”: “But I follow after, if that I may apprehend
that for which also I am apprehended 0f Christ Jesus.”
He said, “I count all things but loss for/the excellency of

the knowledgé of Christ Jesus my Lord.” “I have been

studying Him these- .many years, but I am still an un-

dergraduate; I am still studying Him.” -Oh, if you can
get people thinking about Christ, and studying Him . . .

they will be sure to come into uni—ty of the faith, and of -

the knowledge of the Son of God. And what clse?

- VIL
“UNTO A PERFECT MAN Do you know what the busl-

ness of the church is? The business of the church is to

make men, real men—not invertebrates of the genus
homo, not flabby wobbly sort of people. Mr. A. J. Bal-
four, before he was Lord Balfour, once in the House of
‘Commons described certain honourable members as re-
sembling véry: much “That wibbly wobbly sort of stuff
the ladies make; I think they call it blanc mange.” Pour
them into any shape of vessel, and they will take the
shape of the vessel into which they are poured. What a

lot of wibbly wobbly people there are’in the world! I -

can see them now, even in the pulpit. No, no, 'the busi-

.ness of the preacher is to make men, so ‘to teach that

they may become MEN., I like to read the story of David.
There was one remaykable thing about David’s reign, and
it was this: he built no cities, but he did fight battles.

But there was something about him that made men..

Read the story.
had.”

“These are-the mighty men that David
'Oh, what a treat to meet a man!

. In our battle for the Book years agd there was a cer-
. T knew .-

tain Denominational official who came to 'see me.
him well, and I said to hlm, “Doctor, you are'a ﬁne fellow,
and I have always liked you, but,” I said, “I think you
‘might be finer. .I wish I.could take you to Rochester,
Minnesota, to Mayo Brothers Clinic.” He said, “What
for? I am quite well.” I said, “Yes, but I should like
to take Jyou there, and have them open up that glace
down your back where a backbone ought to be. If they
could graft one on you; you would be quite a boy.” He
was so smilingly wibbly-wobbly. When'it came to Con-
vention time, and there was going to be,a vote, I can

.see him now looking around, and if the majority got up

then he would get up, and if the majority was on the
other side he would be down. Men of that.sort are not
worth five cents a shipload, even 'if 1t ‘were the Queen
Mary.

“Unto a perfect man.” .There is" nothing that will
make men like- this Book. ‘One can easily tell when our
Cdesar has.been feeding upon the strong meat of ‘the
Word. He has muscle and sinew; he has brawn and
courage. It is said, in the Acts of the Apostles, “And
beholding the man which was healed standing with
them, they could say nothing against it.” “Now when
they saw the namby pambyism, the suavity,” the soft-
ness”’—“Our minister is so genteel; oh, he is =0 nice, I
wish you could meéet him!” - I have no objection to that
if there is anything behind the niceness. But that is
not what it says. ‘“When they saw THE BOLDNESS
OF PETER AND JOHN . . . they took kiowledge of
them, that they had been w1th Jesus.” They saw that
they behaved like their Master; that was just what He

did ;—they saw the boldness, the courageousness, of Peter

and John! That is what the Word of God does for us.
: . .vIL . )
“Unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature
of ‘the fulness of Clirist.” . If I had a year to preach to
you I might try to expound that—“unto the measure of
the stature of .the 'fulness of Christ.”

N

Oh, see what

Y N




- WRREgeeRE TR T TR TTANee e e

T LI T Ty T T T TSR e

TR,

o

-and I, were in Halifax during the war.

7

January 8, 195.3

THE GOSPEL thi;ss and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

(608) 13

there is before us!. “That we ‘henceforth be no more
children,.tossed to and.fro, and carried about with every
.wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to Qeceive." Somé
man says—I have had ‘them come to me: “You know I

was an Anglican, and then I was a Presbyterian, and

I was a Methodist, and in between times T spent a little
time in the Salvation Army.. Now I am a Baptist. 1
have had a lot of experience.” I always say, “Too much
experience brother for me to welcome .you. How long
will you stay with us?’ “No more children,”—
babes, literally: look at them. They had their expensive
toys on Christmas, and are tired olf them already, many
of them; somethmg new,—,—“carrled about with every
wind of doctrine.” That is what we have in our day.
Let me tell you something. Mr. Slade, Mr. Whitcombe,
The .population-
of Halifax was about three times its normal size; it was
a military port.. It -is perhaps a foolish practice, but
when I have a heavy meeting T wait until I get thréugh
before I eat anything, and when I am free I-look about
for a“bit of a-lunch counter somewhere, if I am away
from home. So when we got through we went around
to see if we could find a place to get a. cup. of tea, and

" ‘a sandwich, or something like that. Most of the restaur-
ants were closed, with a card in the. wmﬂow which said, .

“Quota Exhausted.” At last, when we were crossing
the end of a street, we heard a juke box.
only time I was ever thankful for one. It was screaming
away, and we went down, and found a little place, with
maybe two or three seats at the counter, and one or two
cubicles. But they had some tea, and coffee if we wanted
it, and some sandwiches, and we sat down together. It

- was not a very nice place, and I shouldn’t have liked any

of you'to see me there. I am a little bit particular you
know. But there I was; it was the best we:could find.
So I said to these brethren—if there are any Pentecostal
friends here please do not be offended—“We are in a
‘Pentecostal Assembly.” They said, “What do you mean?”’
I said, “Ordinarily we would not cross the threshold of
this place, but we were hungry, and we had to go some-
where, so we came to the only place that offered us any-
thing to eat.” You will find the Pentecostal Assemblies,
and the Nazarenes, and all the rest of them, filled with
Baptists who hdve been starved out of their own
churches. - They left because they did not get anything,
the quota was exhausted if they ever had a quota. So they
go anywhere where they preach the gospel, and thank
God there’ are a great many people whom we do not
agree with in everything, we haven’t come -to .the unity
of the faith in respect to them, but we do praise God

« that they tell people to believe on Christ, and trust-in
‘the cleansing of -‘His precious blood. However I inay dis- -

agree respecting some things? I give the hand of fellow-
ship to anyone who preac’hes Ghrlst crucified a8 ﬁhe sin-\
ner’s only hope."

“That we henceforth be- no more ohlldren tossed to
and fro, and. carried about with every wind of doctrine
. but speaking the truth in love, may grow up into
hlm m all things, which is the head, even Christ.” 1
wish’I had time-to take a medical course, I should like
to study anatomy and physiology for four or five years,—
or perhaps twenty!—I might then ‘dare .to try to ex-
,pound this next verse: “From whom the whole body
fitly joined together and compacted by that which every
joint supplieth, dccording ‘to the effectual working in the
measure of évery part, maketh inérease of the body unté

’

"It was the .-

the edifying of itself in love.” Isn’t that a great verse?
Every member contributing something to” every other
member, and all members together building up the body
by growing up into Christ, to the edifying of the body
in love. That should be characteristic of a New Testa-
ment ‘Church. Then you would. observe that all' life
organizes itself.- You cannot organize'an oak or a
beech, or ‘any other kind of tree: they organize them-
selves accordlng to their own nature. So ‘does & vital
church a body in which life abounds In such a ‘body

.every member will find and exercise ‘its own peculiar

function. I do not know of anything this side of Heaven
to equal the fellowship found among a lot of Bible be-
lievers, who just believe the Word.

I have this word, and I am done. You see the picture
there. It is true of the body at large, but it is true of -
the individual church too—a healthy exuberant body,
health in the eye, and the ear, health in every muscle.
You see the man or woman able fo do ‘things. - Ijsaw a
man once—I was at the end of the road waiting for a

train in the early morning, and there was a train backed

up on a hight¥ platform, and they were loading barrels
of apples into freight cars. There were two men, and .
they were sweating lifting the barrels, and rolling thenr
in, They would say “One, two, three,” and up it would
go. They were piling them in three tiers. I observed
rather a stout man walking up and down the platform. I
looked in the other direction, and the baggage men were
loading up the baggage car, and ‘among the things they
were loading were some iron bars with great big iron
balls on the ends. I knew what dumb-bells were like,
but I had never seen any dumb-bells liké that, but that
i$ what they were. - There were two men, and they would
lift these things up to their knees, and then “One, two,
three,” and they would roll them into the car. I wondered
what they were for. I kept my eye on the man, walking
along with a walking stick. He went up the steps to the

*higher platform, looked down at the men with their bar-

rels of apples, smiled, and said, “How much do you call
that?”’ I forget how many hundred pounds. He said,
“I thought so. Let.me see.” He took two fingers, and
picked up a sealed ))arrel of apples, and played with it

as though it were nothmg Then he walked into the car,.

holding a barrel in front 6f him, and with a little flip
threw it up on- top of the others. I said, “Who can he
be?” He was a Frenchman, Louis Cyr, who had been ..
performing in the town ‘the night before, and these were
his dumb-bells that he had been playing with. ‘But it
was refreshing to see 'a man of strength like that. I
like to see men like that,-full grown, with ,a body throb-
bmg with life-and energy, to whom nothing seems too

“ard. That 18 the sort of church to.have: Brother Adams,
and I believe you will have it. May God’s blessmg "ve
upon you, and upon all you people, so_that there may be
‘a consistent testimony on the part of every member, that
every member may represent Christ.

May God bless you all.

Like Thomas, we are continually saying, “We know
not”; and yet lying on the open page before us are words
and deeds of Christ in which what we want to Know is
reveéaled. Years pass by during .which our perplexity
and our uncertamty continue, and then-’we suddenly
discover that, if we had listened to Christ with a freer
and more active mind, we might have learned from the
beginning the.truth Whlch we thought had been hidden
from us. —R. W DALE
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REV 'GEOFFREY. ADAMS B. Th., INDUCTED
' AS PASTOR OF CENTRAL BAPTIST
- CHURCH, T ORONTO. -

ENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH is situated at the- cor--

ner of Ossington Ave. and-Hallam' Street, in Toronto.
It..was established under.the leadership’ of Rev. Sydney

Lawrence, M.A,, about fifteen years ago. Brother Lawrence. -

“has-been- its only Pastor. The building is not large, but it

-18, good and ‘commodidus," and-it is. free -of all debt,  The .
" “membership obviously is composed of a group, of spmtual '
and Blbhcally mtelhgent behevers It 1s a real Baptist .

-church.

Mr. Lawrence has a keen mmd He is a fine preacher,-‘
- aid’ has exercised :a real ‘expository miinistry in Central

. Baptist Church for these fifteen years. He reached the

conclusion some little while ago that he would be justified

in withdrawing from ‘the pastorate of Central Chureh if,
and when; a good man’ could be found to succeed him,
. That man was found, as Mr. Lawrence, and Cenfral Bap-

tist Church believe, in, Rev. Geoffrey Adams, a graduate '

of Toronto Baptist Seminary.

- ‘At the meeting on Monday- evehmg, December 29th the-

church was filled. We noted thatthe ‘membership of: Ja.rvxs
“Street was. well represented. It wag a meeting in which

joy and sorrow’were ‘mixed. Brother Liawrence is greatly-

beloved by his people, and they were extremely reluctant

to’ consent -to_his retmng from the pastorate A compli- .

------

** mentaty addréss ‘was tead by Dedcon’ Attenborsugh; and - -
.Mr. Lawrence was presented with a beautiful Bible; a - -

-replica of the™~one presented ‘to -Princes Elizabeth, now

Queen Elizabeth II, when she, was in Toronto. The ‘Bible-

was also enclosed in a very beautiful case. Mr. Lawrence

" made a suitable reply, and then, in behalf of the.church, -

welcomed . the incoming  pastor, Rev. Geoffrey Adams,

- Dr. Shields preached the.induction sermon, Which is pnnted
" in this issue of Tire GosPEL WrTNESS, )

‘We aré suré ‘that Mr. Lawrence will  not be allowed long ';,

to rest-on his oars;-and that some good church somewhere

IN.THIS ISSUE-

. The story of THE GREAT CONTENTION
FOR THE FAITH by Blble-bellevlngro ptists
of Canada, which- be in_the nt-page
article of Nov. 20, will contmne in instalments
week by week for probably four to six months.
} We earne'stly solicit the co-operation of all
our readers in making this story as widely
known as possible. ' ‘In order to give currency

containing this story week by week for the full
time of its continuance.—= not less than six
months — for $1.00. Send in your subscrip-

begin with the first instalment in the. issue of
Thursday, November 20th."
NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS ONLY

' THE GOSPEL WITNESS FOR SIX MONTHS
FOR $1.00 —

Qddress 130 Gerrard St. E., Toronto 2, Ont.

~
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“which he.i8 flying back fo Durban. .He said’ he was elated
- with the results of his, examination on’the httleo:sland.j :
- where the specimen was caught. - C

'-sea and tbegan living on land, . .
-‘The 'speéimen was'caught' off the Comoro Islands be- N

E tionary puzzle

* ed thro

to it we will send THE .GOSPEL: WITNESS | -

A

' will avail themselves of his semces Meantlme Dr Shlelds

said that he was happy to announce’ that, Mr. Lawrence
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would soon’be very hwruly welcomed into the fellowshxp‘. L

of Jarvis Street Church. -

:We believe there is a’ fme future for Pastor and people-

in Central Baptlst Church. -

 RATHER AMUSINGL . - *.v
_ ONE stands amazed at the creduhty of thie modem mmd

Surely ‘we ‘live 'in" an"age‘of contrésts!" On the -orie.7: <0} .

hand' we see the keenest mtellectuahsm, and on'the other,
the, crassest obtundity. Nor is :this confined to religion. We

» publish for preservation and comment the followmg from' s

the daaly press of December 30th:

BELIEVED EXTINCT 50 000 000 YEARS .
7 - Missing Link Hauled From Ocean Depths L
Durban, South Africa; Dec, 29 (Reuters).—A sclentlst ’

" radioed tonight that a'mysterious creature cdught off the * -

Madagascar Coast is a genuine coelacanth, a flsh once :
thg_ught to-have been extinet for 50 000,000

L. Smith sent.the message from.the plane on ..

... 'The creature is about the size' and welght of a small
" man, with £ins shaped-like crude-arms and Iegs. - i

The coelacanth: is suspected of: being the “mlssmg hnk” p

between’ the stage ‘when - orgamsms crawled out of the, _

N

tween Africa and Madagascar. Prof. ‘Smith, an 1chthyolo- ;-
-gist from Rhodes University, madé.the’ hurried flight to
reach the creature before it could rot. s
‘His investigations may fit into.,
that has plague
Charlés Darwin came up with

| scientists- ever since -
his’ theory of -evolution.

lace bits of the evolu-' »

Sclentlsts have long known that such a fish once exlst-..-. .

h ‘their stud J of fossils, but until 1938 ‘they -
believed-the Species h d1ed .out about the time that land ..
-~ ..Creatures; - first, nevolved from sea crea.tures ,,—.— some .

50,000,000 years ago.
It wasn’t until 14 gears ago that the flrst coelacanth.
- was caught, also off South"Africa. ‘It deteriorated before
Prof. Smith and other scientists ‘cotild
-.at it. The new_ specimen ,was partial y. preserved in
folrmalm, the only smtable chem1cal av ilable -on- the
island
Smith had a British Defence Mmlstry plane put at lus
msgl:sal for the flight. . -
ith told. reporters before he left that' “for gcience -it
is- important that we do not' take the slightest chance of
missing so.important a creature »o
The first one, caught in the same v1cm1ty and at the
" same time of year as the new one,’was a weird monster
wel hing 127 pounds. Steel blue and about five feet long, -
ied three
ashore It decomposed quickl
Its’ two’ rear fins were hke stubby Jegs, thin and
spindly, and it had two mo;-e mmfront. its. tail was broad
short and spiny. .
‘Smith is anxious to get a look at the internal or .
of the fish. He thinks they may hold the secret to 1i e on
: earth before man existed.

How absurd to speak of “The M1ss1ng Link”! . Not one
but ten’ thousand -missing links, and -more, would have to

it a-good ‘look

ours- after. amazed flshermen brought i

P

be supplied before the doctrine of Evolution could be -

made to -appear even plausible to thoughtful people.
Two things at least are necessary: We must have at least

one case of aboslutely demonstrated spontaneous genera- -

tion. It must be proved that life’can be transmitted, or

‘produced, by -the non-living. ~ Thus far 1o single instance -

of spontaneous generation is known to Science.
In the next place, the posslblhty of the transmutation
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- principle-is not uncommon in all species.
.we still prefer Genes1s ‘o this speculatlve Jubbish. -

THE GOSPEL WITN’_'_Ess and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE .

..
~

" of species would have to be established, by whlc'h we miean .

that a representative of one species could be crossed with
a representative of another, for reproductive purposes, and .

a third species produced. That has never been done.

There are variations within -the spec1es, but always, left:

- alone, they revert to type. ~© . e

“We._ once heard a man say that the mule stand's across
the path of the Evolutionist, and kicks his theory into a
million pieces. -

Bible remains true, from the New Testament:
was life; and the: lrle was the light of men,” and from the ,
Old Testament: “And God said, Let the earth bring: forth
grass, the herb -yielding seed, and the. fruit tree yielding

fruit’after_his kind, whose seed i is in itself, upon the earth:

and it was so. And the earth brought’ forth: .grass, and herb
yielding seed after his. kind, and- the tree yielding fruit,
whose seed was in itself, after his kind:. and God ‘saiw that
it was ‘goéd”; “And” God said, Let thé earth. biing forth”
‘the living creature after his’ kmd cattle, and Lcreeping thing, .
and beast of the earth after hlS kind: and it was so. And’

* God made the beast of the éarth after: ‘his kind, ‘and cattle
. after-their kind, and ‘every thing that. creepet'h upon the

‘earth ‘after his kind: and God saw thatiit was good.”

- Thus a clear line of demarcation was established between ™
. the species. .Each had-its.seed within itself, and that line
- has"never yét been crossed Yor

st111 all reproduce “after
*-théir-kind”, ~7Y L PR

"+ But in'this almost. amusmg report there is another thmg

Science supposed that "a certain fish called coelacanth

- had been extinct for fifty million yeirs!. Whose imagina-
tion arrived at that estimate we do-not know. We do know. .

that.it was not, and could not have been, based upon any -

+ accurate reckomng But for the sake of argument, suppose

it to be true, what has the coelacanth been doing with itself

in the intervening - fifty. million years? Where has it been . -

."“hiding from the almiost omnivident gazé of science?

-This sort of thing is: what some people call “Science”
and “Scholarship”. ~For. this purpose we are inclined to
borrow the ‘language of Old Scrooge, and say, “Bah'

- Humbug!”

This fish may easily be an 1chthyolog1cal monster. “That
For ourselves

A GRADUATE OF THE SE_MINAI_{Y- E

" WRITES FROM AFRICA

Miss Joan Jackson, R.N., a recent graduate of the Sem-
inary now working in French West. Africa," writes of her
work there in theseswords:

. We have been .more than ever busy wrth the medical -
work lately having to care for three hundred to well over

four hundred patients daily. This,.you can imagine, takes

-much time, energy and patience to meet their physical

needs. But we are here primarily to exert a spiritual min-
istry and in°this you can; have a part Here we have a
wide open door, May we not fail to use this opportunity
to the best advantage

I would like to challenge you to work with us in this

. .‘mrmstry I héar from very few of you but I know you are

interested in the work and am thankful for your prayers.
The Lord has been gracious to us. But if you would like
to pray more definitely for individuals and villages where
the Gospel is bemg\preached I should be glad-to inforin

you of these.

: The mule is the product of a horse and a .
. donkey... But:no mule-ever ‘'yet: produced, . could reproduce..-
. .itself: the hybrid is always sterile. - ‘Sothatat ‘this point the: :
“In him -

The Word .is: preached at least .twice'a day at the dis-
- pensary but only the Spirit of God can move hearts. Some
_of these people come_ to us in groups, sometimes as many’
as a dozen from one village, coming great. distances on foot,

donkey or camel back. They stay with us till the'sick ones -

are cured and, during that. time, they hear- the ‘Word of
God,-and are pornted to ‘the Lamb of -God which taketh
away the sins of .the world. “Then' they go back to their
" villages. Are -we going to forget, them? It is so-.easy to
forget when there are so many. -Does. the Word not need
+#0. be watered. with ouf prayers? Perhaps an’ evangelist,
might find their villagé and perhaps not. If he does find
, them, will. their. ‘hearts. be open to, receive the Gospel"’
" Every week we see giotips.coming and- those going from us.-
Would -it not be worth while to pray for these groups and
individuals and_see what God will do? I am burdened for’
these thousands coming' arid going with-whom we Have
such a superficial contact. Are they going to-be, enslaved
by the’ Mohammedan rehglon which is gaining in power
“or will they come out into-the glorious light of the Gospel .
of Christ? We are 'working against the forces of darkness
and unseen powérs. ‘We need your prayers. |

“Pray for us who preach at the drspensary that the’ Word
may not go forth powerless but in the power and demonstra-
tion of the Holy Spirif. -

Bible Sehpol I.essnn l]ullme

ST
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. OLIVEL CLARK,PhD (Tor)

JESUS REBUKES MERCENARY RELIGIOUS LEADERS

‘Lesson Text: John 2:13- 25,
Golden Text: “Is it not wrltten, My house shall be called of |

den of thieves: ”—Mark

I.. Thelr Avance verses 13 17 . ' N

Year by year the Jews gathered in solemn assembly in
. Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of the Pagsover, which was
~to be a 'pe etual reminder to them of the Lord’s mercy in
delivering them from the angel of death, and of His power
in delivering them from their ancient masters, the Egyptians
(Exod. 12:14,- 26-28; Numb. 28:16; Deut. 16:1).. It is well

. that we, aJso, should never forget the Lord- Who has saved

‘us from slavery and death (John.8:36; 1 Cor. 11:25; 2 Cor.
1:10; 2 Pet, 1:9).

The record, as given in the Gospels, mentions three, and - ™

possibly four of such, annual gatherings (John 2:18; 5:1;
6:4; 11:55; 12:1).

How s1gmﬁcant that our Savxour, the Lamb of God, to
‘Whom the Passover pointéd in _all its sacred partlculars,
~should Himself partake of that Feast (Luke-22:15)! He
was the Passover Lamb, sacrificed for us; He was the chosen
One, the perfect One, the slain One (2 Cor. 5:7), the One
Whose blood must be. applied, and when God sees the blood
of His Lamb, He will pass over the believer who has taken
shelter therein (Exod. 12:18). Precious, indeed, is the Shel-
ter ‘which we have from the nghteous wrath of God agamsu
sin’ (1 Thess, 5:9)!

(607) 15_ ‘

{'all nations the house of~prayer" but ye have made it a.

\

In early times it was the custom of the Jews to take with -

them their own animals for sacrifice, when they went to the
temple. But later on, distance made this procedure imprac-
jtical, so that in order to accommodate them,-booths were
set up near the sanctuary, where travellers might purchase
animals suitable for this purpose. ..The.custom which had
been inaugurated for convenience degenerated into a money-
making scheme, fon exorbitant prices were charged, and
,people were defrauded. Moreover, the stalls were moved
into the very interior of the holy temple. Instead of finding
the quiet atmosphere of reverent prayer, the worshippers
were disturbed by the mnoisy shouts of the merchants, vying
with one another in greedy rivalry. Is not many a modern

'

L '.;._-/'_ ..~

s~y



16 (608).

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

January 8, 1953 .

church polluted” by such unholy customs? The church of
prayer ﬁas become the house of merchandise, and in.some
cases a den of thieves (Isa. 56:7; Jer. 7:11; 1 Tim. 6:9).
Money-making bazzars, lotteries and graft are practised with-
in the sacred precints of buildings which have been dedicated,
in name at least, to the worship of God (Psa. 93:5; 1 Tim.
6:5). So; too, should our bodies, as temples of the living
God, be purified and sanctified (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19, 20; 2 Cor.
6:16). . '
O\;r Saviour rebuked the sinners and drove them from
His Father’s house. He could not bear.even to see them
making of the temple court a short cut for their convenience
(Mark. 11:16), because to Him it- was all sacred ground.
Evidently they did not obey His stern behest thal they de-
part, and in  righteous indignation He thrust them out, over-

turning their tables so that they could no longer carry on.

their mercenary activities. : -

A similar incident took place toward the close of our
Saviour’s ministry on earth (Matt. 21:12, 13; Mark 11:15-17;
Luke 19:45-47). The two incidents, although similar, ar
nevertheless distinct, s -

In His attitude and action the Saviour fulfilled the proph-
ecy “The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up” (Psa. 69:9).

Christ was filled with a holy zeal for the welfare of the.

Father’s house. So, in a similar manner, but_we Min our
weakness and sinfulness, should be characterized by a con-

¢ -- suming passion for the house,\the word and the work of -

God.

II. Their Unbelief: verses 18-25. : .
The Jews, ‘who had witnessed the Lord’s effective rebuke

- of the mercenary religious leaders, did not question the fact -

of the authority of Christ, but rather. the source-of that au-

thority. How did it come about that He could force them .
to leave the temple? What sign or miraculous demonstration .

of power could 'He give in justification of His actions (Matt.
12:38; 21:23; John 6:30)? .

Had the Lord Jesus answered them by stating in direct '

. positive language that He was the Son of God, they would
have turned upon Him in fury for what they would consider

. to be a blasphemous statement (John 5:18). Instead, the
- Lord answered them in figurative and symbolic language,

< . v, . i
giving the truth in such a form, as was His custom, that
each man rmight receive the amount of truth for which
his heart was prepared (Mark 4:33, 34). He: had authority "
over the affairs of the earthly temple, for His body was in
a real sense the living Temple, the dwelling-place of God.
He was tabernacling among men as the God-Man (John 1:14;
1 Tim. 3:16), but the hour would come when the earthly
house of His tabernacle would. be dissolved, and in three
days would be restored to life (Matt. 26:61; 27:40; Mark
14:58; 2 Cor. 5:1). The death and resurrection of Christ
were the unmistakable signs of His Deity (Rom. 1:1-4).

-The listeners thought that He spoke of the material temple

of Herod, the temple which He had just purified.

Many at the Feast were impressed b
by the Saviour, and they professed. to believe upon His name.
They were, however, just nominal professors of religion,
for although they are said to have believed in His name,
they did not believe upon Him. As at a marriage the bride
and groom commit themselves to one another before they
become one, so must we ftrust ourselves to the Lord and
He trust Himself to us before we become united iri a saving
and eternal union (2 Tim. 1:12). i '

Others may be deceived by an external, nominal profession
of religion, but the Lord Jesus Christ Himself will never be
deceived (Gal. 6:7; 2 Tim. 2:19). He is the omniscient
Son of God (1 Sam. 16:7; Rev, 2:23),_ .

e DAILY BIBLE READINGS

Jan. 19—The Second Cleansing of the Temple

. T . : Luke 19:45-48.
Jan. 20—Religious Hypocrites Rebuked
Jan. 21—False Leaders Rebuked .
Jan. 22-—False Teachers Rebuked
Jan. 23——Avarice Rebuked "
Jan. 24—Unbelief Rebuked :
Jan. 25-—Mere Professors Rebuked. .......... Luke 13:15-30.

. SUGGESTED HYMNS -
We love the place, O God. Blest are the pure in heart.
When the heart made, pure. Pleasant are Thy courts below.

Lord, we gather in Thy name, God is here, -and that to
bless us. .

the miracles wrought .
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