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2 (5&2) THE, GOSPEL' WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE' 'December 27: 1951 ,-
"OH THAT THOU WQULDEST-REND 

THE .HEA VENS" . 
This artiCle is taken from THE GoSPEL WITNESS of' 

January 6th, 1938. We insert it 'here "because ,it is as 
appropriate now as then. . " . , 

The sermon in .this issue was preached on the da'te 
assigned to it, the wee,.k following. 

AT THE New Year's. meeting the Pastor suggested as 
a motto for tne year Isaiah~s ex~lama:tory. prayer: ' 

"Oh that thou would est . rend the heavens, tbat thou 
wouldest come down.'~ 

Even the most casual observer of conditions every­
where prevaiiing in. the world to-d'ay, includingowhat 
we are accustomed to call the religious world, milst recog­

I nize that improvement can co,me only 'by extraordinary 
. means. We believe that now, as 'always, the world's 
only ,hope, is in God. For it generation or' so, men have 

I been more than or.dinarily puffed up, prou<;l. of themselves, 
and of their achievements. Human society everywh,,'re 

. is not unlike 'a young, l'ad who 'flitters himself that he 
neoo's no instruction in order to drive' his father's new car . 

. So he sits at the. wheel, and starts off, 'Qnly' to be found 
but a mile or so distant seriously injured in the 'midst 
of the· wreckage of the machine of which 'he thought 'he 
was the master. 

Men have made' new machines to move themselves 
about at great 'speed on land and sea, 'and in the air. 
They ,have found new methods of ,bridging distance, and 
of talking through the air to. each other ,and to vast 
multitudes. They have formul'ated new theories of edu­
cation, and have evolved, new "systems of government, 
and 'boasted that ,they "had converted the whole world 
into a brand new shining 'car of the latest model. The 
main difficulty is that no means -have :beet;! foune of con­
trolling the man, at the wheel. Like it or not, laugh 
as they may, the line in Heber's hymn wwich describes 
this world 'as a place in which "every 'prospect pleases, 
'arid only man is vile", remaiJ)s' true. There is no 'hOpe 
for the world unless 'and until something .is found which 
can make men petter. "". 
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We;believe that only 'theLord Hi"mself can make His 

name known to His' adversaries; 'and' that only when' 
He thus comes down will the nations tremble .at His 
presence. 'Bellevers know that God has come Clown in 
the 'person of .His Son" and thljt the .miracle of. the In­
carnation has 'made any necessary divine 'interpOsition 
easily possible. Let this be our readers' constant prayer, 

"that 'as ·God has made bare His arm in days gone. by. 
as He 'has 'repeatedly' "answered by fire", he may· do so 
agairi until multituqes shall cry, "The Lord, he is the GOd; 
the Lord, 'he is the Go.!" 

-------Tl).e gospel of the "grace of God, can do, so. But men's, 
hearts are, Closed' against it., And the deadly influence 
of. .those ,who, for a",couple ot generations, while calling , ,A, .. GOOD TIP , 
tliemselvesits friends ha,ve mocked' at the gospel's t"ffi- There is a little :ooy in ,the Jarvis Street Sunday School 
ca-ey has all bu( de~troyed pubHc confidence Cn any who is only ten years'of age. We call him Jimmie. He 
'and 'every sort of religio'n as~ 'an instrument for human,' comes from on~ of o~r most faithful famili~s. He·has a 
betterment. '." , , . '.. ',' . naper route; and, he gets up 'at 5 .o'clock every morning 

We believe the world'·s hoIie is in a specia:l divine 'to deliver his papers. His customers say they have never 
vsitation 'some extraordiilal'Y manifestation, of divine had "a boy more faithful. Their p'apers are delivered 
power o~' a ·worldwide. scale. The' chapter' from which ,regullU'ly and al~ays on time. 
Ilur motto 'is', ta:ken 'contains a verse cariiedforward ' ~unda:y r evening' at the clos~ 'ot the" ~ervi~e, ,JJmm:ie 
into. the New Te&tament,· whi'eh .,reads, "As 'it. i's written, .. <;ame up to the Pas·tor and ,said,\ .ii: have a paper route, 
Eye 'hath not seen; nor. ear h~ard, nefthe.r· have entered to give this' $5.,OO to THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS Fund." 
'into~the heart of man, t~e,~hingswliich'~d hath pre-". ·G 

pared for them that love hIm. But God hath revealed L~ST··.SUNriAY NIGHT'S SERMQN, 
them unto us by.,his· Spirit: fOl; the Spiri,t searcheth ·all 
things, yea, the deel> thiftgs of God:'" Isai'ah refers ' "NOTPURGA'TORY' BUT PA,RA.iJISE" 

". Ci) to . the record or God's' "interpositions in times past: The: final sermon in the series of seven on How to Re-
"When thou didst terrible things ,which we looked not ceive Eternal Life, of'-nec'essity is held over until next 
for,. thou -earnest d~~,·. the mounta:ins" flowed down at 'week, for the reason that'the ,day on whieh THE GOSPEL' 
th~ presence." It, was with .that in J1.l~nd that he ex- ... .wITNESS is set, Tuesday, is Christmas Day this year, and 
cl'almed, "Oh that thou woulde~t rend the heay-ens, tl)at, it is"n~t possible'to have th:~ se~on r'eady to ·go to,pre~s 
thou' wouldest cpme down,. that th~ mountams mIght on, Wednesday. . , .. . ,. 
flow down at· thy presence, as when the melting fire' '--..w------
burneth, the fire causeth. tlie waters. to boil, to make '. 
thy name known to thine 'adversaries,that the nati.ons NEW YEAR.!S DAY FELLOWSHIP SERVICE 
may tremble at thy presen-ee!"" , In Gree~woy Hall, Beginr~ing at 10.30 o'clock i~ the Mornin:g 
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ID4e1Jarnta J;trrd . ,ulpU 
~'Oh That Thou Wouldest" Rend. the·' Heavens!'" 

A Sermon by th~ Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist ·Chu.rch, T()ronto, Sunday Evening, J'anuary 9th, 1.938' 
(Stenographically 'Reported) , 

"Oh that thou· wouldest rend the heavens, that thou yvouldest come down, that 
the mountains might flow down at thy. presence, as when ,the melting fire burneth, 
the fire causeth the waters to hoil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, 
that the ns:t1ons may tremble at 1:!hy presence."-Isaiah 64 :1-2. 

I ~ 

GOD'S :plans .and purposes'do not ·change. He is Him; the' inspiration of 'her song in the record of div~n~ .faith­
'self the same, and His years do not fail. The LamQ' fulness, and borrowed courage from the past. Agam and 

was slain from the foundation of the world. . The gospel again ih the P·s'alms we find the record of God's dealings 
was "preached before unto A:braham". Indeed, Eve, the with',His people reviewed, and the everits recorded il} the 
mother of ctLs all, was promised a ·Seed which sh"Ould undo s/ilcred volume gathered together for the inspiration of 
the mischief which sin 'had wrought. God's attitude to- faith. 
ward human life, His purposes in respect to the disaster It was upon such an occasion of darkness the prophet 
wrought by sin, His attitude toward the sin of the worl~,.· looked, a' period; in' which God seemed 'almost to have' 
have undergone no change. . forsaken His people. It w.as that situation whieh led 

It sometimes seems to those of ·us who have !but short him to utter this ~xclamatory prayer, "Oh that thou 
mem'Ories and Httle acquaintance with the history of the wouldest rend 'the ·heavens,. that thou wouldest come 
past, that we have fallen upon strange -(days, thai we down". That is the cry:. that Go_d: would .make .bare 
are p.assing· thrbu~h experiences new tq humankind. His arm, and show Himself strong in behalf of those' 
Properly viewed, that is really not true. The course who feared Him. 

, . of the ri.ver may wind about, and sometimes it may, Let us see what this prayer, which I ·suggested t~ the 
even seem to 'be flowing in an oppos-ite direction, and church on New Year's' morning might appropriately an.d 
there may be' some eddies in the· stream: notwith- profita'bly be our motto and the -inspiration of our inter­
standing, "'all the rivers. run into the sea"; ·and however cession during this year, may te'ach us as the people of 
indirect and -circuitous their' route; they find their way .God. . 
to the great deep 'at la~t. It often seems as th'Ough the I. course of human history were reversing itself, as th"Ough 
forces' of reaction had set in. It 'seems ·as thvugh mid- It is A PRAYER WHICH RECOGNIZES THAT CONDITIONS 
night had dropped: down at noon. And yet I venture the MAY OBTAIN iN HUMAN LIFE WHICH ARE ALTOGETHER 
affirmation that the' river of human . history still flows BEYOND ALL POSSIBILITY 'OF HUMAN AMELIORATION. All 
in the bed of the divine pur-pose, and that nothing comes hu~~n 'aid has failed; it has 'becom~ evident that if 
by hap or -chance in the sphere of human life ·.'any m"O~e conditions" 'are to be :bettered, God Himself must do 
than in the'realm of nature where everything is subject some·thjng; for there is· no other hope than 'in God. 
to inexorable law. In the end, the purpose o( God will I 'say, BUch a condition obtaimJ in the chu.rch, the. pro­
be achieved; and His will will bE!' done on' earth even as fessingcnurch of Christ. I dare say ,that as -i seek to 
it is done in heaven. expound -this part of my thElsis this evening, there may 

Sometimes it appears as though the people of ·God be some who will be .disposed. to qhestiori the accuracy 
were' passing through times of 'special difficulty, but of some of my statements·. There is a. religious optiJpism' 
actually no new thing .has come to us. Nor shoUld we that might well be called ostrichism. It consists in shut­
count, it strange that we f'all into divers temptations. It ting one's eyes to the plain and 'indisputable facts of 

. is ever true-that daylight su-cceeds the ni.ght, and har- Jife. \ . 
vest follows upon the seedtime; cold "and heat,' winter There ·are people who live by the fallacious philosopny 
a.nd 'summer, do not cease; We must expect, indiv:idually of Christian Science who have never subs'cribed to the 
and colleCtively 'as the people .of God, to pas's through . tenets of that 'strange sect. They try to persuade th'em­
all these vicissitudes. The church. of Chri'st ha's had its s.elves that evil may be overcome ~y ignoring it, 'and 
ups and downs, its . days of light and glory, and its 'days' that difficl,11ties may' be removed by denying' their exist­
qf gloom and 'apparent disaster. Always the lelln kine . ence. The fact is, the ·Chris.tian church---'and by that I 
follow upon the heels of ·tho·se which are "f'atfleshed and mean "the great body IOf people of 'aU denominations who 
well favlOured", and feed "in a -meadow"; and; ever and profess and -call themselvesOhristian's-has fallen upon 
anon, a!~r ~he seven plenteous years, the days of dearth days of dearth, of. darkness, of great impoveI;;,ishment. 
begip. to eame. , . . . No one conversflnt with current religiou·s history' can 

Such ·a dearth has come to the professing chu·rch fn successfully refute that statement. There was a d'ay 
our day. Such an era indeed 'has come to the whole world. when religious ,life of" some sort seemed to be at ·the 
And sueh a drought had 'come to Israei 'ot old. Her flood, but .it is not now. The tide IOf religIous interest 
history 'is revi,~w~d in the .preceding chapter w~ich I 'htlS ebbed, it has flowed oilt;· In many cases, where once 
I.:ead to you, and in many IOther chapters. Deborah. found . _ there was a proud river upon whose 'bosom relig~ously 
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- - there' sailed great 'ships, we have now. nothing -but the organi~tion,---,by human effort of some -sor:t-men are 
muddy banks, with a small and impotent stream marking .trying as they long: have tried, to improve this old world. 

-the pla'cEl where mighty 'argosies of faith once bore great • If YIOU look into ·the realm of moral. reform and see 
cargoes IOf grace for the world's enrichment. what is called the church at work in another way, what 

Take a view of the professing ChrisHan church to-day. has been accomplished? The gospel ,of social. readjust­
Very largely, it is witho,ut an au.thoH.tative message: In. ·ment has been substituted for the gospel of individual 
many cases it assumes that the 'heavens are shut up; salvation. We 'have heard abou:t it fQr a long time ... I 

- there is no open vision; the priest and the prophet fail; must" commend at least the courage and perseverance of 
and the pulpits of the majority of churches have been en- the sO'cra! gospelers, for I cannot see that theY have ac- . 
gaged for lItany a day in mere human speculation, in the complished anything. In that respect, conditions are 
-dissemination of doubt rather than in the sowing of the no better, but rather worse. If we forget all about Heaven 
word IOf God by the hearing of whicha:lone, faith can be' ....:..:and :the new emphasis is UpOJil. the visible and temporal, 
generated. I know that here and there ·a few oase:! in the -and view the efforts' of men to make this old world a 
desert-or what at. leas,t appear as- such, may be see-no better place, is anyone prepared to offer his congratula­
Here and there. amid the barren lands there may be a tions to those who have so valiantly essayed the t!1sk? 
po~l that seems to be of fresh water; for God has l~ft Society everywhere is in a ferment. There is no more 
not Himself without witness. He never has done-so. He agreement between Labour and 'Capital,. employer and ~ 
gives Us rain fr.om heaven, and frui.tful seasons. There -employee, than there ever was. Though we talk forever 
always are to be found, though they are not 'always in and a day about these things; what better are we?' 
evidence, the seven thousand who have not bowed t"l}eir Are we. any better off politicaUy.? Sometimes I imagine 
knees to Ba~l. . But speaking generally, the professing the war must have killed off all those who had 'any political 
church does not recognize the authority of the Bible. sense, and left us-well, with what" we have lIb Ontario. 
There is scarcely a religious edueational iri-stitution to in Quebec, 'and elsewher3! Nor does it appear that the 
be found, an institution of higher learning, a theological nations, to 10'ok at human lifEl in the large,are any better: 
college, where the Bible is not discounted, 'and its ·auth-. F.omiulate your political theories as you will, and con­
ority repudiated. It is SIO in Toronto; 'it i~ so in Can'ada; sider Russian Communism 'as the ~pproximation of the 
it is true of the United States, of England. Genu'any' Christian ideal, as 'some optimistic religious. proponents 
has no monopoly of paganism. Paganism abounds in are bold enough to do-well, you are welcome to- it. The 
this country,. even' in religious circles. .. liquidation of all opponents in Russia ~ms to me to be as 

. The church of Christ, as a whole, no longer professes far 'from 'Christi'an as Hell is..from Heaven. Be :that as it 
to have a remedy for the world's iUs.' The Cross and may, as e'ach new political ·system. is proPounded, it" is 
the' precious 'bllOod may find a place 'in formal prayer, and. immediately attacked 'by other political principl~s and a 
in the ancient hymns of the church, 'but very little place new conflict is precipitated, and the new political isms 
in its preaching. Men have substituted human reason for are set in battle 'array 'as germs :that fight against each 
divine revelation, and the speculations of men for the other. Thus we have 'a world at war in every realm of 
oracles.of God. There are comparatively few pl~LCes where. - life. . . . 
conversions are either expected or believed to be possible. I do not know ho'w it is to "be improved. I cannot see 
In its many councils, "its annual meetings, its 'Publications, any 'humansaviour on the horizon. I can see no help 
the church generally is like one who has lost his way in a . in legislation, educ-ation, or godless educ.ation. Nor 
fog~ without compass and without a chart. -. I .can I see-any help in modern religion. either; for it iR a 

We shall see within the next few weeks . the account" powerless thing, devoid of dynamie, spinning its theories, 
'of -various ·annual meetings of chu~ches reported in tlae setting forth its 'ideologies, telling men to 'hiteh their 
press; and in the majority of instances, the greater wagon to a.star. "Pretty talk", as they say down South. 
_part of the report will consist in a financialsta-tement, I have 'seen' many people who professed to have hitched 
and perhaps' :the names' of the people who have been their wagop. to a star-but the towline must have broken, 
appointed- to office to carry o'n, if not the merry-go- -for I have seen none of them moving starward. 
round, _ the ecclesiastical ro.undabout; to go through That was the condition faced by this prophet. . When 
another year of hymn-singing and prayer-saying, and ~onvinced of human impot,ence, he turned his thought 
at' the end of the year have not one single convert or heavenward and 'said, "Oh that thou wou'ldest rend the 
-transformati-on of life and, character to record.. - I heavens7"that thou wouldest come' down". 

Who is sufficient' flOr :these thing's? Where shall we 
nnd . a power .to combat it? Quite generally it sodal 
gospel is' substituted for the gospel of salvation. There 
was ·a time when John R. Mott, typical of hundreds 
'of others, ~was a 'sound evangelical; 'he has now become 
an experimenting economist. One might" suppose Heaven 
to be dumb, and the arm of the Lord :to have 'lost its' 
power to save. 'l'he 'Bible is set aside; and a vital, present, 
authoritative Saviour is no· longer preached as-the 
church';s message, ·to a sinful; bankrupt world. Under­
stand, I s~y there are exceptions. But in ordei' .to over­
come the difficulty, the Anglican 'Communion . must flirt 
'with the Roman Catholic Church and both' of th~m must 
make overtures to the Eastern, lOr Greek Catholic Churcb". 
The so-called ~:t:ee Churches of England must consider 
-the problem, as some call it, of "reunion". And thus by 
might, and :by an army, 'by human' wisdom and human 

,\ 

II .. 
it is A PRAYER THAT RECOGNIZES AT LEAST THE POS­

SIBILITY OF DMNE ViSITATION; AND Is OPPOSED TO ALL' 
MODERN' RELIGIOUS TEACHING. I know what some men 
will s'ay of my argument. Sometimes I am half" dis- . 
posed to boast when I heat the pratings of some relgious 
midgets, mere .pygmies. How helpless they would leave . 
us in the face of such conditions! . 

Can God come down? Modern religion says, No. In" 
this place now these many 'years we have cont.ended 
against th~se currents of religious. thought. We have 
been c'alled a fool for so doing; we have been called cranks 
and fanati-cs.· . I ge~ lett~rs 'sometimes ~ntaining not a 
single correct sentenee, with perhaps a couple of dozen 
mis-spelled words-from people charging me' with 
igno:rance! 
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close the fact that it is a record ef divine visitation 
repeated. ...-
. He comes in many ways. The destruction of Sodom 

and Gomorra:h was an act, 'a divine act, of moral sanita­
tion. When, earlier, He came, not in fire, 'but in flood, 
He came because the hearts of the sons of men were 
fully set in them to do e~il. He purged the earth ~f its 

, iniquity, and began again. And surely, surely, this sinful -
earth is due for anpther fire of some sort; but I con~ent 
'myself with reminding you that that is exactly what the 
Bible teaches U'S, that God can and does rend theheave~s 
'arid come down. Therefore, we may pray this prayer. 
It is up to date, prep¥ed for us by the Holy Spirit. We 

, may earnestly petition the King of kings and Lord of 
lords that He would rend the heavens and come down. 

"Oh no"! they say,"'''God does not come down"! People 
are blinded by the great delusion that we 'are'just a part 
of the cosmic order, and 'are being evolved into something, 
I 'know not what. ,If there be anything in evolution, I 
am profoundly thankful I did not arrive on the scene 
earliei'. Men are' near enough to the animal ,creation 
now, I do not know what they were before they began 
to evolve. But you see, how that strange philosophy of 
life 'has permeated hqman thought everywhere until it 
has elbowed God out of' His world in the popU:lar view. I 
do not wonder that many churC'hes in th'is city have no 
prayer meeting-why should toey pray 7 I do not wonder 
that many ministers cannot pray without its being writ­
ttm for them., I would not pray -if I were an evolutionist. 
Why should 1'7, That would logically drive me to a 
conception of-well, if there be any God at all, an ex-

, eluded God, 'a God apart.' , III. '-
,.' . That, my dear friends, is where the controversy has HIS COMING HERE Is SET FORTH UNDER THE FIGURE , 

raged these many years. It has· raged about the Bible, \ OF FIRE. "Our God is a consuming fire." It is ,pro­
and- 'C'hiefly about what the Bible teaches. Men ha~e verbial that it is not s'afe for children to play with fire. 
ceased to 'believe that God can rend the heavens and This sinful world is a world of 'children who now for a 
come down. They may reluctantly admit His Landlordism, long time have been playing with Fire; but do not for­
but "if so, He is ·an 'a;bsentee .. Lanqlord Who 'is not very get Jhat from 'ev~rlasting to everlasting He is Goa. It 

-particular about collecting His rents. They' have dis- is just as appropri-ate to preach in this da~ as it was 
missed Him, and' gone on without Him. -Ah, but He has in the days of Jonathan Edwards, that "it is 'a fearful 
rent the heavens and come down more than once! And thing to fall into the hands of the living God". God, 
the God Whom we worship, and Whom we proclaim; can in this modern day, has not only been misrepresented: 

, -rend the heavens and come down, Often I have told you, he has been caricatured. He is largely 'an unknown 
and I s'hall keep on'telling you to the end of the chapter, quantity, the : Unknown spelled with a eapital, a Force 
that the whole Bible is a rec.ord of God'scoming ..... down. I -with a capital F; He is ,Energy-with' a capital E: 
That is why it.was written, to tell us that notwithstand- He is Law-with a -capital L; He is anything in the -
ing the w:orld's sin, Heaven is not divQrced from us. He thought of I men, but what He 'really ,is, 'and '''even as 
does rend the heavens 'and'come down. ' they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God 

Specificalf'y, referenee is here made' to His coming gave them ove)' to 'a reprobate mind. to do those things 
down upon S!£nai when Sinai was altogether in a smoke{ which are not convenient". Men have changed the 
and when He' a;peared, as a-eonsuming fire. All that image of , tHe uncorruptible God, ,but it still remains that 
were roundabout were :forbidden even to touch the moun.: our God, in His very nature, is like Jlnto fire. 
tain that -flowed at His presence. 'Let'me rembd, you ' Fire purifies; fire can consume; fire can give light; 
that on th'at occasion when God did rend, the he'avens fire can produce energy. 'Call- God Force, Energy, Law, 
and come down, whe~ He gave His law to His people,' Light-----'Call !lim. what you ~ill, ~e. is all that, but vastly 
and made man to know that He is not only the Creator, ~<?re. He IS FIre, and thIS pebtIOner. prayed that He 
but the Ruler of this world, ap.d that He will not be ig- might come down as\fire. 
nored, and that His standard of'righteouspess and His He has come as fire. He came to Sodom and Gomorrah., 
requirem-ents in human life must in the end be recognized· He came on ,Carmel-broke in upon the 'idolatry of Israel, ' 
and Qbeyed; the mountains smoked 'at Hi-s presence, There and the prophets of Baal were slain, He 'came 'as a little 
are special instances in Scripture when H-e came down Babe; He rent the heavens 'and came down. "Ah", sorne­
in judgment, when He came down upon the wieked cities one says, "now you are getting 'near the go-spel. God 
of the plain, Sodom and Gomorrah, and the s'moke went, came as a little Babe". Yes, He did; and He came as a 
up like the smoke ~f 'a furnace' until they were utterly Man, as an High Priest "touched with the feeling of our 
consumed.' • infirmities; (and) was in all points tempted like as we' 
, "A bit of-legend", someone says. I know!, That is are, yet withOut .!lin". He came during that parenthesis 
what I have been telling you. "Historically untrue", of His eternal existenee outshining in truth and grace­
.says another. That is _what I have been telling you. "full of grace and truth". ' 
"Easily explain-ed, if there be any histori'cal element in Then- He went back to~heaven 'and He sent Someone 
it, on natural grounds": On~ explanation i~ as good as t<? represent Him. When that SOlneone came, He came, 
another.. Any- speculatIon wdl -do to explam away. the as 'a, Tongue of Fire. The church wa:s -baptized- with the 
f,act that God came' down: Men do not want to be~leve Holy Ghost and with Fire, ,And- even in that day people 
-that God can rend the heavens; but, H-e 'has many bmes thought they 'could presume, and a certain man who had 
done so: What I want to make clear is that those of us' been but a humble fisherman said to another "Tell me 
whose prayers find their inspiration in this Word of did ye sell the land for so much" 7' "Yes". 'Then said 
r~velation have abundajnt ground ~ror offering this peti- ,Peter, "Ananias, why hath Satan filled' thine heart to 
bon. H-e has come down. ' , ' lie to the Holy Ghost, and to k!lep back part of the price" 7 

The prophet looked 'hack upon the past 'and saw how 'Anani-as played with Fi~and in' Ne~ Testament times 
God camte down upon His people in Egypt and delivered "Ananias, hearing these words," fell dead in the presence 
them, and led them through the sea. The whol-e course of our God 'Who is "a consuming, Fire". Then came his 
of human history, if we were not -blind to it, would dis- wife, to whom Peter s'aid, "Tell me' whether ye sold the 
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land for so much 1~' .And she said, "Yea; for so much!'. you',will become identified with your Lord, As they hated 
'Then Peter s'aid unto 'her,· "How is it that ye 'have 'agreed ~im, they will ~ate you. You need not ~xpect an easy' 
together to tempt the Spirit of the LQrd? Behold, the hfe: ' '_ ' 
feet of them which ,have buried ,thy husband are at the "Adversa'ries 1" Yes" Luther, in his day, ~~ thoh,ght, 
door, and shall carry th,ee out". Then 'fell she down 'by some to be full of the 4eviI: I do not know how many 
straigh~ay at his feet, and yoielded up the ghost. Men, devils ~he had! We live in 'an a~ti~reIigious age. This 
cannot play with God .. He does, He will again, rimd the prQphet prayed ,that God would come down and,deal with 

- ,heavens and 'cOme down. Many times in the subsequent. His cadversaries, because he cOJlld not. A man-came to 
history of the church has He come; and He will. again me one day' and said, "I have' jusfbeen talking to' a man 
rend the heavens and come down. ' \" ,who lives not far from this church. When I mentioned" 

I suggest that' those of us who hav~ 'come Lto know your name, he was furious" but lam sure if'you would 
God in 'Christ Jesus will do well to remember that we oI!ly call on him, you w'ou1d 'change" his 'attitude -in five 
must ,serve Him with reverence and godly fear. "0. God, minutes. He would '.i~e you". I said, "Thank you; but I 
thou art terrible out of thy holy' pla'ces". Oh'that we never did call on anyone fO,r s~ch fl purpose,.and I am J'!,ot 
could take ~ur religion more serioUsly ( Oh ,that we going. I cannot help what he.thinks of me". The enemies 
could recognize that when' we turn the' pages of this of Christ's 'gospel are too much for! me: I shall leave them 
Book, 'and on the basis of its ,promises bow our knees alone' save as I mention them to Him W'ho can rend the 

" 'and take UpOIJ us the name of·Jesl1s Christ, we are pray- heavens· and Come down and de'al with them Himself. ' 
ing to.One Who is Fire. There is an expression commonly "To make thy na~e known-to thine adversarie~". 

.. used about one's relation 'to dangerous things ·and danger~ There, wa's once 'a proud king, and there was -a man who 
"', ous situations, "it is 'dynamite; do nqJ; touch 'it". I know wa's the representative 'of a race of slaves, who came to 

~ He, §peaks In a stilI small voic~'; I' know He comes to that proud king. and s'a:id, "Thus saith the Lord, Let'my 
cover us with His ,fe'athers, and .that Almightiness people go, 'that they I]1ay. !U!rve'me". And Pharaoh said, . 
touches us with infinite tenderness. I know th'at 'He has ' "Who is the Lord that I should. obey his voice 1 I know.. 
r~vealed Himself in grace. .But· hear me: Our God is. not the Lord; neither -will I let" Israel' go". You know 
'dynamite! ,He can 'and will'come down in ~is own ap- the story-a great king :who' did not know God and, 
'pointed time. whom nobody could introduce to God; and ,God' s'aid, . 

"Now shalt thou see what I will do to P.harao'h; for with' 
IV. , • ~ strong hand will he let them go, and with 'a strong hand 

It was A PRAYER WrrH A PURPOSE. This maD did not shall pe drive them out of 'lJis land;'. Plague' after plague~ 
P5ay that God would eoni'e down for spectacular reasons. wasflent until at·I'ast an unseen Hand w~s I~id upon the 
May I. without'irreverence say th'at there are people, firstborn of the royal house, and upon the firstborn of 
Who seem to think that God is interested in putting on, all EgyPt, Tliere was, not an house in wh'ich there was 
a kind of divine shoW, as though He were-the.master of not one dead. Then Pharaoh called' for~Moses' and 
a theatre. Do. you know what kypocrj,te rpeans 1 Do Aaron by night-'and'said, "Rise up~'and get you .fO!'·th 
you know. it~ o'rigin 1 A hypocrite was one who plaJred from among my people, bot.h~ye arid th,e chlIdren of Israel; 
a part. Can we 'conceive of God as playing a part 1 Oh 'and go an(i serve the Lord' as Y,'e' 'have s'aid". But later 

. no! When He comes down, He will come down for a he repented'and pursued them.' "., 
purpose. What 'will it be 1 "To make thy name known " I 'have ~ometiines tried to imagine the operations of 
to thine' adversaries". You ask, "Has' God any adver- ' Pharaoh's mind. At the 'head of his army, representative 
saries 1" This world is peopled with the enemies of God. of the greatest power I,I.pon ear,th, he followed this nation 
You 'Christians know' that. You know that down in t.he of slaves as they went through the divided waters. Ph a-

. office, in the shop, 'and elsewpere. Wherever, you try to raoh gave tlJe order to go after them. He desce.nded 
bear testimony to Jesus Ghrist, 'some merely oppose, ·while into the v~lIey of waters, as the Israelites emerged safely' 
oth~rs almost gnash their teeth at you. Not 'if you are a . on the other side. I imagine that when Moses 'stretched 
mere church member, but i;f you witness for Christ in forth his rod, 'and the waters' returned in their strength, 
the New Testament fashion, you will find immediately the and those mighty hillows were ·:breaking over Pharaoh 
adversaries of the Most High will 'be upon your track. and 'his 'army, he may have had a fra'ction of a minute to 

I wonder could I use it as an illustration? I 'do not say, "This is Jehovah. I did not kI).ow Him, but I know 
'know that it troubles - me now: it would .;h.'ave done so .Him now!", Yes, he kn~w.Him; for "the waters returned, 
once upon 'a time before I came to understand it. I and 'cover.~d the chariots, and the horsemen, and 'all the 
cam'e to this church nearly tw.enty-e'ight years ago, when host of Pharaoh that came into the sea afte:r; them; t-here 
it was supposed to be' a church of wealth and social remained not so much as one of them". Thus did the Lord 
position. It was'then s'Upposea to be the ri'chest- church. r~nd the heavens, and come down and .make His name 
in tne D'enomination. I did not preach 'any differently, known to His 'adversaries.' • 
from what I do now: I have not changed"my gospel. 'In the New Testament, a scholar, a phHosopher, are.:' 
They stood -it for eleven years;- 'and thep. rebelled. But l,igious leader, is described'as ",breathing out threateniugs 
the Lord gave us the victory. I have. not stolen 'anything, . arid sl'aughter 'against the disciples of 'the Lord". What a 
I have not played 'burglar, I do not know that I have hurt suggestive word' '. Like a beast of the jungle,. frothing 
anyone; yet I receive word almost every day of my· life at the mouth, eager for its prey. Suddenly God rent the 
from somewhere of people who simply gnash their teeth., 'heavens and 'came d'own,' and,a light that never was on 
at the very mentiop of my name. '. In the majority of in- sea or land shone upon Saul 'and all who were 'With him, 
stances,' I do not know the people. Why do they hate us 1, and blinded them so' that they' fell to the ground., He 
"You' go to that place, to Jarvis Street Church 1'" It is . could see nothing; just one flash of that- Fire, land all the 
as much as one's reputatfon , is . worth, in some cases', glory of the earth departed. Then he heard a voice say­
"Adversaries" 1 Prea'ch Christ, st!'lnd for the Bible, and iug unto him, "Saul, Saul, why' persecutest thou -me 1" 
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And 'he said, "Who 'art thou~ Lord?" ,And the Lord said, 
"I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee 
to kick against the pricks." And he, trembling and as­
tonished,sa'id, ""Lord, what wilt thou ;have me to do?" 
"Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, thak!hou would­
est come down, that the mountains, might flOw down at 
thy presence'!-what for?-"to make thy name known to 
thine adversaries". 

A time is coming when, the Sauls of opr day, ,'lnd the 
,scholars and religious leaders of our day" will learIi that .... 
this Book they have oPPPsed, and this Jesus against 
Whom they 'h'ave gnashed their teeth" are really .the 
Lord of heaven and His WIOrd; 'and they will ",know his 
name". 

Is it not wonderful that He is 'able to do it? I have 
seen Sauls converted into Pauls, the adversaries of Jesus 
Christ converted into advocates o'f His cause, 'ambassadors 
of the King of kings. Blessed be God, that is the power 
we need. Nothing else will do." • , 
. Thus I have shown you that our God does come down 
and make His name known unto His, adversaries. 'He 
may come in judgIIJent as upon Pharaoh, or in boundless 
grace as .to "S'aul: but either in jUdgment, or in mercy 
sooner or later He must ·again 'come down. . 

"That the nations may tremble ~t thy presence". You 
say, "That would be impossible. I can hear the march 
of Hitler"s million~, the tramp of Mussolini's armies; 
the m'illions of Russia, 'and the mechanized forces of 
Japan. Put the gospel against that?" No, not apart from 
the God of the gospel. In Luther's day, God came down, 
and the nations literally trembled at His presence. He 
shook thrones; He overturned governments. It is not, 
impossible. . There is no other hope for the world' than 
that He should rend the heavens and come dowp. 

Continue the "study of this -chapter, and you will find 
!1 verse whi:ch the Apostle, Paul. carries, into his first 
letter to the Corinthi:ans: "Eye hath not ,seen, nor :lar 
heard, neither ,have entered into the heart of man, ,the 
things which God hath prepared for them tliilt love I;lim. 
But God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit:-for 
the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of 
God". "There' is no God Iik~ thee", said the prophet, 

. "that worketh"-for whom ?L-"for them who' wait for 
thee". Those who depend upon Him, He never faiIs. . 

. We 'have seen something of His mighty power in this 
. place .. Many 'a time hav~ we seen His outstretched arm. 
I live in the confident. hope that we shall see it in full 
'me'asure, 'and ,by ·special divine visitation again. 

V. 
But I cannot send you away ,without this word. We 

know He will rend the heavens and come down for His 
own. "The Lord Jesus' shall :be revealed from heaven 
with His mighty angels, in fl'aming fire, taking vengeance 

, on them that know. not God, and, that obey not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus 'Christ". But what else? "He, shall 
cO'me to be glorified' in His saints, and to be 'admired in 
all th~m 'that 'believe". What a gl.orious Saviour He is! 
What a mighty' King! How some of us love Him even' 
no~! Weare constrained to say that He' is tlte fairest 
among ten thousands; He is the altogether lovely One. 
"This is my beloved, and this is my friend; 0 daughters 
of Jerus'alem". But some day He will be manifested, 
and we .also shall be' manifested with Him in glory. He 
is.really coming"":Jesus is coming 'again! May He come 
to us in all the fullness of ·His saving ·gface, bringing 

/ 

, 

inultitud~s to His feet. T.h,en 'in the tirp.e appointed' He 
will come in glO'ry,to take unto Himself His great power 
and reign. . 

So, Jarvi!!.· Street, I give you this motto, .this model 
. prayer. Fail not to address it tQ th~ blessed and ollly 
Potentate, tlie King of kings and Lord of lords. ·P.ray 
unceasingly ,that He wilf rend the heavens, that .He will 
come down 'and make His name known unto His adver­
saries. Amen. 

THE PASTOR'S REVERIE: 
"The pa~tor sits in his easy-chair, 

Wi1Jh the Bible upon his knee. 
From gO'ld to pur-ple the clouds in the west 

Are changing momently; 
The'shadows lie in the valleys below, 
~nd hide in the curtain's fold; 

And the page grows dim whereon he reads, 
'I remember the days of Old.'. 

"'NO't clear nor dark',. as the Scripture saith, 
. 'The pastO'r's memories are; I 

No day that is gO'ne Was shadowless, 
No night was without its star; 

But mingled hitter and sweet hath'heen 
The portion of his cup: . 

. '~e hand ·that in love hath smitten', he saith, 
'In love hath bound us up.' 

"He thinkS' of the day when first, w~th fear 
And faltering lips, he stood 

To speak in fbe sacred place the Word 
TO' the waiting multitude; • 

He walks again to the house of God 
With the voice of joy and praise, 

With many whose ~feet long time have pressed 
. Heaven's safe and 'blessed ways. 

"By the,couch of pain he kneels again; 
Again, the thin hand lies 

Gold, in his palm, while the last far look 
Steals into the steadfast eyes; . 

AndlnO'w the burden of hearts that 'break 
Lies 'heavy upon his own-

The wi~'s woe, ana the orphan's cry, 
And the desolate mother's moan. 

"So blithe and glad, so 'heavy and sad, 
Are 'the'days that are no more, 

So mournfully'sweet are the sounds that flO'at' 
With the winds from a far-off shore . 

FO'r the past9r 'has learned what meaneth the word 
'I'hat is given him to keep,-

'Rejoice with them that do rejOice, 
And Wee!? with them that weep.' 

"It is not in vain that he has trod 
'I'his lonely and toilsome way. 

It is not in vain that he has wrought "", 
In the vineyar4 all the day; 

For the soul that gives is the SGUI that lives, 
And bearing ·another's load 

Doth lighten your own, 'and shorten the way 
And bI1.ghten the homeward road." . 

-Washington GZadden. 

. "BLESSED ARE THEY THAT HUNGER" 
Once-a-day-hearers, represented-by a Perthshire land­

lord, were pithily rebu'ked :by ,Mr. Walker, the minister. 
of Mlithill. The landowner'meeting the minister on'Mon- ' 
day, explained to. him -that 'he had not been 'hearing at 
the second. se:r;vice on the previous day, ashe could- not 
digest more. than .one serrOOn . .J "I rather think," said· 
Mr. Walker, "the appetite is at' fault rather, than t~~ 
digestion.~' 
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-UYEA RATHER" 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T.,Shields , .. . . .". 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, December 16th, 1951 
(Electrically Recorded) 

''Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that Cjustifieth: 
"Who is he that condemneth? It ~s Ghrist that died, yea rather, that is risen 

again, who is even, at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." 
, , -Romans 8:33-34. 

IN ~e Bible school this morning your thou~ht has been 
dIrected to the great fact of the resurrectIon of Jesus 

, Christ from the dead. We 'shall pursue that study a little 
. farther this inlOrning.. . 

The amount of money beingspent,today by the nations 
of the world, in the production of arms and armaments 

J ,of every sort, in order to protect thems~lves against a 
possihle 'attack from some powerful enemy, I sup-pose is 
quite beyond lOur computation. Billions and bi.Jlions of 
dollars are being spent every 'year just to defend our­
selves, to ~ maintain our right to live. What a W'Orld I 

it would be if all this effort could be turned- in the di­
recti"on of human welfare, instead of being a preparation 
for 'human destruction. So experts busy themselves: in 
estimating: the relative strength of different nations­
Whether the allied powers WIOuld be sufficient to defend 
themselves 'agains.t 'a Russi-an attack. ' 

That is 'all very important, and the p~lliiculars of it 
are quite beyond our knowledge and understanding. Yet 
there is an analogy to the ~piritual co~dition in the 
world. We ·are 'all under attac,k. We live in a: wicked 
world, and we are subject to the 'hostile appro'aches of 
princlpal'ities and powers, and the rulers of this W'Orld's 
darkness, and spiritual wickednesses in 'highpl'aces. And 
we maY- well ask ourselves what defence the' human soul 

• can piOssibly hope for against the united efforts. to 
destroy it by all the 'powers .. of darkness:.< How helpless 
'we 'are! How hopeless the prospect wouln be 'had we no 
communication with any other world' than this, if tl~el1! 
were no disclosure of the existence -of a -Superior Power, 
ac;lequate to defend us, 'and to ensure lOur 'safety even in 
the presence of so many fornndable foes. . 

. ' 

That 'is what the :apostle Paul, by inspiration, has 
been di-scussing in the eighth chapter of Romans, And 
he comes to .this great question: "Who shall l'ay 'any thi~g 
to the'charge of God's elect?" Where is the' power equal 
to the task of destroying ilie elect IOf God,? "It is God 
that justfieth." He is more than our 'ally; He is "Our 
unconqueraliIe Defender. "Who is 'he that 'CIOndemneth ?" 
We may weH sing: 

"Frail children (if dust, 
And feeble as frail, 

In Thee do ~e trust 
, Nor find Thee to fail: 

Thy mercies how. tender, 
How firm to the end, 

Ou,r Maker, Defender, 
Redeemer and Friend." 

And, here is 'ilie great argument; here lies the ground 
for the full assurance ,of faith: ,"It is Christ that died." 
Now we cannot too 'strongly or too frequently emphasize 
the tremendous fact. of the, crucifixion. That 'is a matter 
of 'indisputable historie tfact. 'That was a matter. of 
which everybody in Paul',s day, I suppose, had been 
appri~ed. They all knew that- 'Christ bad dted. ' And' 

yet, if we may w~thout invidious comparison relate one 
trutlI of the gospel to another, we may be justified in 
giving priority after, aU to 'another truth, because it is 
complementary to the f.irst. "it is Christ that died." 
Yes, our &roman Catholic fr'iends believe and teach it, 
and in' their homes and in their churches they present 
figures of Cliri's,t nailed, upon across. To me a crucifix, 
a representation of the dead Chi-ist, is utterly 'abhorrent.~ 
Jesus is not upon ,the cross. He was, but He is not now. 
"It is Christ that d,ied; YEA RATHER, that is risen again, 
Who is even 'at the right hand of God, who tal so, maketh 
'intercession for us." The resurrection ,is the keystone 
of the arch of Divine revelation. It is the climax, 'it is 
the Ultimate, of Divine 'power: It is the one great truth 

, t9 which the appstolic preachers 'bor~ witness. "Xe have 
filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, ·and intend to bring 
this man"s blood upon us," 'said the Scribes and 'ilie 
Pharisees, 'as "with great power the apostles bore witness 
to the resurrection of Christ from t'he dead." . 

There is':a proverb to the effect that dead men tell' no 
tales. I have read somewhere of a missi<mary proclaiming 
the truth of the resurrection to a tribe of Afric.!ln sav­
ages,. their chief being present. And, ;the,chief stopped 
the preacher, ~nd ,said, "That must not be." Lifting 
hiss-trong right arm 'he 'said, "This 'arm has slain thou­
sands. Do you tell me that they' s'h-all rise from the 
dead,?" A terrihle prospect for ~ murderer, would ,it 
nrot be? And a terrible reality it was to those who ,had 
murdered Jesus Christ that the dead M'an now lived to 
tell the ta)e. And aU through the Acts of the Apostles . 
you will find ilie 'same emphasis as in this text-uYea' 
rather." The emphaSis was upon the resurrection' of ' 
Christ, as the final, fullest, and ,ultimate revelation of the 
power of God. ' . ' 

Years 'ago I r~ad a book entitled, "When It Was DaIk." 
The pu'rpose of the :book was to show what would, happen " 
to the world if the resurrection of 'Christ· could be proved 
to be other th'an an histori'c fact. It toid 'the story of a 
very rich man who was bitterly hostile to 'Christ, and 
to Christianity. And he conceived the idea IOf dealing 
the religion of Chri'st a death-blow. So he gailiered 'about 
him some men who were somewhat like-minded" 'who 
were reputed to bes~holars, and he took them with him 
to Palestine secretly. 'There they carefully 'prepared 
wqat they thought W'Ould result in such an explosion 
'that Christianity would be 'destroyed. Then' in' due 
course it was 'announced; that these "s'cholars" had actu­
ally disco'iered the sepulchre of Joseph, iIi Which the 
'body of J esu's, had, been laid, and th'at they had found 
with'in the bones of the crucified Jesu's. And there were 
certain insocriptions Which, they 's'aid, "indubitably estab­
lished the truth ~f thei,r contention-that their discovery 
proved to. 'a demonstration that Jesus Christ 'had never 
risen' from the 'dead. 
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It was great news that was flashed acros's the world, 

and was carried on the front page of 'all the newspapers 
of the world, and as soon 'a's it was publish~d anarChy 
broke out everywhere. It was universal. All the people 

. 'seemed suddenly to become 'Ishmaelites-every man's 
hand 'against his fellow. OiviliZ'ation ,threatened to 
crumble, until, according to the story, it,. was discovered 
that the report was 'a ho'ax, and there was no truth in it. 

How dreadful 'it would be if Jesus had never risen 
from the dead! How hopeless we should be! 

Next Sunday, IsuPP'oSEl, the world will be celehrating 
Ohristmas. Perhaps there are some 'here who' are old 
enough to remember· when the twenty-fourth of May was 
one of our most honoured 'and popular holidaYs!, because 
it marked the birthday of the good Queen Victoria. But 
Queen Victoria has been dead many years, and now they 
call 'it FJmpire nay. But the enthusiasm dies 'd'own; you 
cannot long 'celebrate the birthday of someone who, is 
dead. They try to remember Lincoln's birthday in the 
United States, and Washington's birthday, bJlrt; it is hard 
to be enthusiastic 'abOut the memory of a dead Ilian. 

Counties,s millions will observe'the birthday of Christ 
who never have known Him. And yet,' the truth th'at 
He died and ,rose agah has 'become part 'of the accepted 

-~reed of millions of people. 

I. 
Why ,is the resurrection of Christ 'so i,mportant 1 Be­

cause IT Is THE COMPLEMENT OF HIS CRUCIFIXION. The 
resurrection of .Christ esta'blishe's beyond contl1Oversy the 
truth of everything He ever said; it vindicates Him in 
every claim He' made for Himself; it validates all His' 
proclamations of authority. And it attaches'to His death 
the particular value which He Himself 'ascribed to it. He' 
said, "My death will be no accident, and it will not occur 
'by the exercise of 'any human power ... No man taketh 
(my life) from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have 
power. to lay it down." SomebodY might say, "Well every 
man has power to lay B'own his Hfe if he wants to." Yes, 
but 'Baia He, "I have power to hiy it down, and I have 
power to take it again. This commandment have I re­
ceived/ of. my Father.". His enemies were particularly 
solicitous 00 procl'aim and to establish, so far as they 

, po'ssibly could, as truth, the report of His death. .They 
put 'a great 'stone-we read this morning that it was very' 
great, for they said'" ''W'ho shall roll 'us away the stone 
from the 'door of the sepulchre?" But when they came it 
was 'already rolled 'away. They 'sealed it, and set a watch, 
because, they said, "Le&t his disciples come by night, and 
steal him 'away, 'and say unto the people, He is risen 

. from the dead: so' the last error shall be worae' than 
the first." "It will be a terrific calamity to us if it s'hould 
be,believed that the M'an Whom we profess justly to have 
executed s'hould 'be alive again." They argued accurately. 
rbeir logic was invinc'ible. The reSurrection 'of Christ 
proved that Jesus ",as really the Son of God. It proved 
that everything He s'aid w~s the word of God. It proved 
that the Hfe He I'aid'down was the very life of 'God, that 
the life which He took again, "'because it was not pos'sible 

\'),' ,'that he should be holden of (death)" was the life of God. 
It proved His' unity witli ~he Father-that He came from 
H'eaven into the world, and returned again to His Father: 

My dear friends, we need have no doubt about the value 
of'the death of Jesus 'any more. We know why He died. 
He "died for ou:r sins according to the '&criptures," and 
do. not forget the complement of that text is this: "He 
rose' again the third d'ay'according to .the-scriptures." 

T.he testimony of the Word of God was one in respect 
to His death and His resurrection, and' I venture the 
affirmation that there 'is no fact of human history more 
thoroughly, more incontrovertibly attested, proved, and 
demonstrated, than the resurrection of Jesus ,Christ from 
the dead.- . -

Oh, that gives u!! a gospel, because, proving who Jesus 
is, it establ"i'shes the truth of the whole :Qook, because 
this Book is like the celestial 'City, which' has no need of 
the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory 
of God doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereo'i, \ 
from Genesis to Revelation:. Now that we ~now who He 
is, we have an infallible Bible, because we have an in­
fall1'ble Christ. And having an,infallible Chris,t we have' 
a salvation that 'is proof against. all the 'assaults ,of "the 
enemy of our souls_ Talk about the atomic 'bomb! ,The 
power of the resurrection, the dynamite--':"that' is the 
word that is u&ed here, the word from which we gei our 
word "dynaniite"--of the resurrec,tion is mightier than 
all the atomic bombs that men 'can produce, because it 
'betokens the life of Him Who gave power to this, universe,­
'and to everything that is in'it. He is the Source,tlie 
Beginning,-Oh, "let us open the Book, and open every 
:book, and let 'U'S read it 'the same way: "In the beginning 
God .' ..... '" Postulate that, and there remains 'no 
difficulty. . 

NoW, "It is Christ that died, yea rather, that iii risen 
again, who is even at the right hand of God." What 
was the. death of Christ? It was the culmination, the 
utmost expression and manifestation of Hell's hostilitll to 
God, of the devil's hatred of God. 'They killed Him, by 
His' allowance, but that was an expression of their 'atti­
tude 'toward God. They would blot Him out of existence 
if they 'could, .they' would bury Him deep out of sight, 
so that we sho.uld have nothing but a godlesS world. Mark 
you, Jesus took your place and mine, died in your room 
and 'stead, .and the 'stroke!J which fell upon Him were­
those which we 'had merited. He died "the just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us, to God." And ,so in Hi~ . 
character a's our SubStitute 'and Representative, His death 
was the 'culmination of sin, the reward of sin, the wages 
of sin, the last thing that the devil could do. Chri'st Him­
self said it: "Be not afraid, of them that kill Hie body, 
and after that have no more' that they can do." - They 
kill the body, but they have reached the limit· of their 
hostile power,;· they can do no more. So the sealed sepul­
chre which enclos'ed the precious body of incarnate Deity 
represents the acme of Satanic hatred and power. . " 

II. 
Very well ,then, WHAT SHALL WE SAY OF THE OPEN 

GRAVE?- He was there; where is He now? "Who is even 
at the right hal)d of God,." The right hand of God, as I 
said to you a little while ago, represents the utmos't of 
Divine' power,. He' is seated at the right 'hand of God. 
From the utmost power of e,vil He is deliverea, and be­
comes the embodiment of the utmqst power of Deity . . No 
wonder the apostles emphasized the resurrection. Why 
you see, we 'haven't 'a dead Christ. The resurrection pro­
claims that our Saviour is 'a living Saviour. He is, at 
the right hand of 'God. Aren't you glad of. that? We 
used to have 'some people here somet.imes, wQO jf that 
trU'th were 'spoken they would 'say ·~Amen". You are too 
respectable, you never 'say "Amen" 'any more. I hope. 
you feel it. But I say we have a living Christ. "I ..... 
was dead," He s'aid, "and, behold, I am alive for ever­
more". What an object of faith, that is, isn't it? The 
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8'o.n of God( having faced the serried ranks of Hell itself,' 
having single handed, like David in, the field a~ainst 
Goliath, Iilid man's enemy low, put Hi~conquering heel 

,upon the neck of death, ~nd extracted its· sting, roIling 
back the stone He robbed ·the grave of its victory, and 
from the opened heavens proclaimed, "I am he that liveth, 
and was dead; and, :be'hold, I am 'alive for evermore." 
Yo.u are asked to put your trust in ·a living Saviour, 
Whose'. p-owet, 'Whose defensive a,nd offensive power ex-

, ' ,ceeds that of all the allies of the kingdom of darkness. 
.. "Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect?" 

, Who dares that; since it "is true that He' Who died.is 
even now at the right hand of God? I wish' I had an 

. hour or two to expound the implications of that trem"en-' 

• 

is a friend 'at court, to pray for us, who could never die, 
and w'ho 'Would always live, and whose intercessions would 
never fail 1 I value the prayers of God"s people. When 

. dous trrith .. 

I was "in AUl!traIia, not quite two years ago now, I met a 
man from whom' I had received many letters. For fifteen' 
·or sixteen years 'he 'had been a reader of THE GOSPEL 
WITNESS, and he used to write to me, and every' time -
he would say thi~:. "I rem'ind you that every morning and 
evening as my wife and I :bow in prayer we always pray, 
for you, and we always speci'ally pray for your health.· 
We watch the paper just to see how you are." When I 
got to Melbourne I found that his wife had 'but i1 s:hort 
time before passed away, and I found him in -a 'soldiers' 
convalescent hospital, for he' had been a veteran of the 
South African waI>. I went to visit him, 'and 'sat out on 

~ • .,,' 'I the sunny porch, looking out. over a beautiful landscape, 
• ' II . . ' ...' .• and we talked together about the things of God ... He told 

But I must pass to this. THE RE;SURRE,CTION OF CHRIST me of what rich fellowship he 'and his wife had had with 
., ASSURES Us OF THE MINISTRY OF A 'CONTI.NUING INTER- me, though they hali never seen me, 'for well on to twenty' 
'CESSOR-"W:no also maketh· intercession for ul}." After' 
this church was' destroyed In 1938' we engaged 'an arch i- years, ,as day by day they prayed. Then he managed to 

get out to 'a service in the great Assembly Hall, and he 
tect to prepare the plans for its reconstruction. ·We had s~t rigl.tt up in front. Shortly after I got home I received 

'a "good time together as we looked over the ruins"and word from a 'friend w·ho had been with 'him that 'he too 
ne went back to his office and wrote me a letter, ex'press- had gone to be with Christ; which is far better. 

, ing his appreciation of the fact' tha t the, task had been 
assigned to him, and a:s'suring me of .the JOY with which . i can. ·~.~caIl6·so many who ~sed ,to pray '?ere. I was', 
he would undertake the enterprise. 'The next morning Just :thmkmg o~ them last -nIght,. and calhng~hem uP. 

, this office received that letter, out the same'morning, ,as before me agam, and remembermg, Mrs. LIlly, and 
the archifect, Mr. Horwood, Senior, wasshavin,g in his'" Dea~on Gree~way, De'acon Hyde, DeaC'on B~ownlo~, ~nd 
bathroom, he 'Was suddenly 'se"ized, and' dropped dead. Deacon Jenmngs .. I 'can ~ear Deacon JennIngs' .praymg 

. Then half. the arcliitectS'" in town came to see me, and for me now. ,MY he~rt used to leap 'as I heard hIm p~ay, 
said, "Your architect is dead. Don't you want us ?': I., and as,~ God s ble.ssmg upon on~ whom he 'called my 
said "No thank' you". His son who wa's his partner ,Past?r. But he IS gone, and hIS prayers' have ceased. 
cam~ to see me and -said "Y'ou 'COUld wait a few ·days: Yours 'haven't, no.r my prayers for· you. 
could you?" I' said, '''Mpst certainly". And ·after the'" ,What, I .wan~ you to see this morning is that there is 
funeral he 'came with his partner-this was all ruins, One Who IS ahv~ for evermore, "w~o also maketh inter­
and I had my office in the Seminary buildip.g. He asked cession 'for ilS.'~. As o?r architect said~ '~I never laid my 
his partner 'if he would stay outside.a moment; he s'aid, head upon the pIllo,",:,wlthout remembermg that ~y ~ath~r 
'~I want to see the Doctor alone." ,He came in 'and closed ·had prayed for me. I feel that ~. never come m1;O thIS 
the door, and'he said, "Until the la:st two nights, as long :pulpit,. or never o:pen this Book, qr never undertake any­
as I can remember, when I have laid 'my head upon the, , thing', m the Name of the Lord, without fee~ing t~at my 
pillow I have done it with the knowledge that my father ~reat Intercessor has' alre~dy taken account of the Tatter 
had prayed for me, 'and had commended me to God. Now," I!,l hand,. and .He has pr~ye~ for"me .. Oh, .wh~,t a ,truth 
he said,~ "he is gone, an~ l;1e' can pray for me no morE;!. the resurrectIon .of ~h!ISt I.~! It I.S 'ChrIst that ~ied, 
Would you 'pleas'e take his place 'and may we here bow yea rather, that IS rIsen agam, who IS even at the rIght 
together-:-for the son was.a Ch;istian too':"'-and ask ·the hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." 
guidance.of the great ArchItect and Builder in. th~ recon- There is a ,verse whi~h'I love to quote. to myself very 
struction of this house of prayer?,~' And we knelt tp- ;very often. When Jesus caine to the grave of Lazarus 
gether -in my. office, and I prayed for him and f'or this and told the!11 to take away the stone, He lifted up Hi~ 
building, and 'fpr all our endeavpurs. And I' can tell you eyes to hea-yen, and said this: "Father, I thank thee 
heaven came down our souls to greet; 'and glory 'crowned that thou hast 'heard me. And I 'knew that thou hearest 
the ·mercy seat. And aU through the succeeding months ~e always: but 'because of the people which stand by I 

• I felt the assurance that we were being led step by step said it" that tbey may believe tpa't thou hast sent me." 
by the Spirit of -the ~ord. I :believe that; don't you? . i\.nd "I 'believe what He said 

I could say' ~h.at that YO,ung man said, as many of you in that prayer: "I knew '~hat thou hearest me :always." I 
can. Up to a certain time, from my earliest recollections, k~IlOW that I have a Friend at court, and·I know' that He 
I kn.ew that both my father ,and my mother -had com-' never prays in·vain. 
mended. me to God. 'Ah, it is a great blessing to have' I ,told you ·a··story once; let f me ~epeat "it i~r the' chil-' 
godly pare~~s, isn't it? ~hat a heritage is theirs w:ho dren.'s sake. I was going. 'along the street one day in 
are, the heU"s of. the bles'smgs of the prayers of father Hamilton. and I saw: a little girl trying to post a letter 
and, mother!' I am sure they follow us all the days' of in the red box fastened to a pillar: She stood on her tip­
our life: I haven't the slightest, doubt about it. 'But alas, toes and' reached as high as she 'possibly. could, but she 
we, '~ll so-op.er or later haye to mourn for ~he tOUCh. of t~e _ could ~ot reach it. . Then after a while 'she jumped .at it, 
vanIshed hand, and th~ 'Sound of the VOIce that IS stIll. and trIed' to throw up the lid and put the letter in bUt 
It is 'many a year now since I heard my (ather pray for she could not do it. She· tried it several times as i was 
me, 'an? ~ome of you. are j~st in the same place. But coming ~long the street. 'then she saw me coming, ·and. 
wouldn t It be a glorlO~S .thmg to have somebody, who. she ceased her tr~ing, and came running toward mehold-
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ing up her letter. I suppos,e. I lookedto her as though I 
could reach anything, I ·do not ·know .. But she came run­
ning up, and she 'said, "Please sir will you post my· letter 
for me, because I cannot reach". I took the l~tter, and I 
saw it bore the image of Hi·s Majesty, .the .proper stamp, 
and it was ·addressed. And so I took her along with me, 
and when she· -came to the box I "lifted her up, and I' said, 
"Now you 'post YIOur own letter." She lifted 'the lid and 
put :tier letter in, and I let her. d~wn. She said, "Thank 
you sir". Ah, when I have written a letter to heaven, 
as I do many times a day, I stand on. tip-toe, and I ;ump, 
but I cannot reach the High and Lofty One that inhabit­
eth eternity. Then I see. my great Intercessor .stoop to 
my low estate, and He says, "Giv.e me your letter,··and I 
V'Cillpresent it to my Father". He take's my poor prayer, 
He stlilmps "it with His merit,. an'd He presents it to' His 
Father, and I have fou·nd it gleriously true these many 
years, I know that God hears Him 'always. Let us,pray. 

o Lord, ·there is no~one of us here this . morning who has 
not some' great need; not one of us who is not in a situation 
that is quite beyorid our ability to cope with. We a).l need 

. Divine 'help, and' our only merit is in the Lord Jesus;' our 
ou.ly help'ls to Him. The only Name we may subscribe to, 
our petitionS is the 'Name which is above every Name. Oh' 
hear us for His sake. Help us all, from the oldest to the 
youngest, to understand a little more clearly what an un­
speakable gift Thou hast given us in giving us a crucified 
and living Saviour, Amen. • . , 

·"RING OUT . THE OLD, RING.IN 
,'THE NEW" ' 

Ring out wild bells to the wild sky. 
The flying cloud, the frosty light: 
The year is dying in the night; 

'. " Ring out, wild 'bells, and let" him die. 

Ring out·the old, ring in the new, 
Ring, happy' bells, across the snow: 

. The year is going, let"him go; 
Ring. out 'thlj! false, ring in the true. 

Ring out tl}e grief that sa:ps the mind, . 
For ·those that here we se~no more; 

o Ring out the fued of ricp' and poor, ~ 
Ring in redress to all mankind. 

.9 . (, • 

Ring out a slowly dying cause, 
And ancient forms of party strife; 

, Ring in the. nobler modes of life, 
With sweeter manners, purer laws. 

Ring out the Wtant, the care. the. sin, 
The faithless coldness of the times; 
Ring out, ring out my mournful rhymes, 

But ring 'the fuller minstrel in .. 

Ring out false pride in place and 'blood, 
The civic'slander and the spitei; 
Ring in the love of truth and right, 

Ring in the common love of good. 

Ring out the old 'Shapes of foul disease, 
Ring ou f the narrowing lust of' gold; . 
Ring out ·the tHousand wars of old, 

Ring in ~he t~ousand .years of peace. 
..... 

Ring in the valiant man and free, . 
The larger heart, tlle kindlier hand; 
Ring out 'the darkness of the land, 

Ring in the Christ that is to ·be. 
• \ J -TENNYSON 

, 
"This is the noblest science-to know. 'how to liveoein 

hourly communion with ·God in Christ." 

"ALL THINGS NEW" 

By THE time that these lines -come under the eyes of 
our readers, they will have 'already embarkt:!d upon 

another New Year. As we write, the celebrations and' 
the sound of bells and whistles that'mark the dying of . 
an old year and the birth of 'a new are still in the future. 
We never pass through that season ·of the year or hear­
the ringing of the bells without recallng the canto of 
Tennyson's In Memoriam that we have reprinted on this 
page. It was written a 'century ago, yet it prays to be 
rid of "the' feud of rich and poor"; "ancient forms of 
party strife", "the want, the care,' the' sin", 'it lamen~ 
"the faithless coldness of the times". All this sounds 
very modern Iind up to date. . It is weil .for us, as we, 
review the conditions of our own day to be'reminded that 
human nature in our time is not radically different from 
what it 'has been ever since the Garden of Eden. We talk 
about the "good old' days" and forget that there were 
many. things then that wer.e not good. All the sins 'and 
wrongs and errors of the world are not the sole invention 
or the 'monopoly of this day' and generation.' We must 
give even the· devil his due: 'there is' nothing new in ain 
except "its exceeding sinfulness, whatwas attached to 

Man's 'first disobedience, and the Fruit . 
Of that. Forbidden Tree, wliose mortal taste 
Brought Dea:th into tbe World, and 'all OUf woe. 

Whim the Saviour of mankind was :born, the .strife and 
tumult all but drowned out the song of the angel chorus, 
and it: was' unheard by the busy innkeeper as it was by 
Herod in his' pala'ce and the chief priests and the scribes. •. 
wholly occupied .with their traditions and their lore. ~If 
the world treated our Master thus, ought we to be sur­
prised that it deals in the same way with His Gospel? 

This is not to excuse sin, but ra'ther to intensify' the 
guil~. . Through the 'long years of history Christ and 
Barabbas have been demonstrating .what they are and 
of-what their respective kingdoms consist, and men with 
more and more knowledge stilI choose Barabba's and 
crucify Christ.' 

It is 'also well for us to ,be reminded that ours is not 
the first 'age ,(0 cherish "high 'hopes of great things t1;lat \ 
are to be. At· first one is inclined, perhaps, to dismiss 
Tennyson's beautiful poem as a piece of facile optimism. 
Progress upward and forward seemed tlie law of being 
in the nineteenth century, it appealed to men of that era 
in the world's 'history as the inevitable law of the uni­
verse. But we know better now; it 'is often said, h'aving 
'been taught the dread~ul lesson "by two world-wide holo­
causts within the. span of one generation. Perhaps our 
predecessors accepted it a little too easily, though Tenny­
son fully recognizes the evils of 'his day, But shall we, 
"by way of compensatil;>n swing to 'the other extreme? 
Shall our generation be noted for its cynicism, its hope­
lessness? Is· the only gospel ,this age accepts a gospel 
that is not a gospel, but the death knell of a hopeless 
pessimism .. The Word of God des'cribes unbelieving men 
as being "without God, and without 'hope". God and hope 
are inseparable. . The law of progress. whIch was t-he 
gospel of the last ~entury is not a self-actiniSlaw. Indeed 
there are no self.:acting laws, Laws, whether physical 
or spiritual; are God's ways of working. If the world 
and all that is in it is the fruit of chance, the freak result 

~R. M. Me CHEYNE. 

of a chapter of 'accidents, then iIi the nature of the case 
there is no hope for the future. But if the world is the 

-scene of God's eternal and all-wise Prl;>v!dence, then, as 
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Tennyson clearly, saw and concisely expressed, we have 
thiS' ground of hope: 

'rhat God, which ever lives and loves, 
One, Go,d, one ~aw, one eleI]lent, 
And one far-off divine event, 

To which t~ whole creation moves. 

To the saints of old it seemed som'etimes, in ileasons 
of trial, as if- God ha~ forgotten, or that His purposes had 
failed. The psalmist confesses: "I was envious ,at the 
,foolish, when I saw the prosperity of' the wicked." Not 
until 'he as'cended into the sanctuary did he find his pain­
ful problem res'olved. ,Even -in the last book of the Bible 
that tells of tne' final glorious triumph af Christ, it is 
said that the saints under the altar "crie.d with a (loud 
voice', s'aying How long, 0 Lord, holy aI).d tru~?," Our God 
does not do His work according to our little ·elocks; His 
progress cannot be measured by men with their stop­
watches in 'hand. He works in the fulness of time, but· 

I He is never early 'and never late. He is ·"Iongsuffer.ing 
to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that 
all should 'come to repentance" (II Peter 3,:9). 

Our :measurement of time by clocks and calendars, 
by days and years, is an artifi'cial device is anyone that 
has crossed 'a time zone or an international date line-will 
recognize. While we In TiOronto are celebrating the in- . 
coming of a new year, in 'another hemisp'here the event 

,. 

"REDOLPH, THE RUDE·NOSED 
REINDEER"· 

A little girl of-four years, who is ~loselY rel'~~ed to the. 
writer, returned from a shoppmg expedItIOn down 

town with the triumphant 'assertion that she h;;td seen 
and spoken to "Redolph, the rude-nosed reindeer". We 
hope that ,tihis famous and fabulous beast has not secured 
a copyright on his name' for the aforementioned Iittle 
girl has no re!!ources to withstand a lawsuit and neither 
haveo any of her immediate relatives. Until we heard 

-this astounding I assertion, we had been under the im-' 
pression that 'this much-publicized animal together with 
the song'S about him had g~lDe the way of all popular 
songs and fads. That m3;y have been the result of n,t 
listening to the radio or it may have arisen from wishful 
thinking .• But sooner 01" later· Rudy 'and his allegedly 
luminous nose' will have been relegated to the limbo of 
the' forgotten with all. iOther fleeting fancies that hold 
the pU'blic 'attention for a short Iseason. But ,the old 
Christmas hymils persist.' E;ven the choirs, from the 
great departmental- stores, ;and the lohdspeakers' that 
'blare on the street corners during the Christmas season, 
re-echo the song the angelic chorus sang long 'ago to the 
startled shepherds on Bethlehem's hills: 

It came upon the midnight clear, 
Tha t glorious song of old, 

is already a thing of the past. The f~ct that a needle 
passes a mark on a dial does not create a new span of -

• existence. When we rise in the mor.ning -and are reminded 
bW the calendar that we are beginning another_year, un­
happily we are aware, if we are wise,. that we ave taking 

Froin angels ,!bending ]Jear the earth 
To touch their 'harps of gold:­

~Peace on earth, good will to men, ' 
From heaven's all-gracious King!' 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

. the old man with us into a n'ew year and' that it will 
'speedily 'prove to he like the .old year, filled with .. sins 

• and errors, with things left undone 'and opportunities 
neglected. The kind of fresh beginning we all 'need is 
that which 'Cali ban supposed he had obtained: . 

'Ban, 'Ban, Cacaliban, 
Has a new mB:ster: get 'a ne\\,' man. 

Unhappily, S:hakespeare's cre'ature c'h'anged)his old master 
for a worse· one, but for the soul: that takes Christ as 
Master, all things become new because our Lord is· a 
Creator and if any man be in Christ he is a new c;eature. 
He says, "Behold, I rna~e all things new." The past 

, record is erased, the filthy garments are stripped away, 
a new heart is given, fresh ·grace "is bestow~. All things 
are ,made new. The day, in which the' sJ)ul believes on 
the Lord Jesus Christ is truly a beginning of d'ays. 

-The world at large is still occupied with its schemes 
for a new order, fiOr some Utopia that will usher in a new 
era. All these fine dreams are but-pale copies of the glori­
ous .picture given in the Word of God of the new heaven 
and th~ new earth. That will come in God's good time, 
but in the meanwhile it is for each iridividual to rejoice 
in the newness of life th'at is in Christ Jesus: Our busi­
Bess is not 'lU'imarily to reform the wiOrld but to regener­
a-~t! the individu'al by preaching the Gospel. The Gospel 
is a reformative power.in the world 'at large because first 
of all it is a rege~erative force in the individual life. And 
so we venture to ex:tend the sincere wish to all our readers 
that this will be a truly happy New Year, and wliat is 
even ,better a blessed New Year, blessed with the presence' 
and. power of Him that sitteth upon the throne'and who 
saith. "Behold, I make 'all things new."-W.S.W. 

'. 

To hear the angels sing. 

The popular song sheets used, in festive gatherings 
of the season 'all 'contain, some of the old 'hymns of praise 
and 'adoration for the Saviour which is born. Even many 
of the old carols' are colou'red with a note of wonder and 
.thanksgiving for the message of salvation through the 

. God-man. It is some cO]Ilpensation for the· commercial­
izing of Ch'l'istmas to know that in, spite of it ·'all some 
element that,is ~nuinely. Ohristian has remain!ld :tbrough 
the years. 'Comic chara~ters and-'popular ,fads come a:pd 
g9, the message of Christmas remains·. A more subtle 
enemy of. the genuine' spirit of Christmas is the 'sole con­
cerri: for good cheer, for IO'o_d and drink, that occupy the 
care of so many' people'. It is disheartening to see ,the 
crowds thronging the li.,quor. stores ·and hastily carrying 
home their horde of strong ,drink with whic·h 'to celebrate 
the birth of 'Christ. What. 'a blasphemous fashion in 
which to dishonour the sacred name by making it the 
excuse for, be'stializing men and women for whom He died. 
In the DickensiaDa Christmas, typified by the new Scrooge, 
no longer 'a miser but 'a hilarious dispenser of goiOd cheer, 
there is much that is praiseworthy and admirable in its 
spirit of unselfish service, bqt there is little that is speci­
fically Christian. 

The first Christmas was celebrated· by intense hatred 
and by ferocious cruelty on the part of Herod and by.care­
les's indifference on the part of those who could find no 
room for the miOther 'and her Ohild in the i:on of Bethle­
hem. But the humble shepherds heard the 'angels' song 
and went to the pla'ce where the young child was; the 
Wise Men from the, East saw the gleam of the star and 
,followed it to worship Ohrist; old Simeon was awaitIng 
His coming and' whlm he saw the infant was content to 
say "liord, now lettest thy servant depart in peace ac­
co~ding to thy word: for mine eyes have seen thy salva-
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'-tion." We can scal'cely hope that conditions would be 
, otherWise in our day. Let ils thank God. f~l the coming 
of the Saviour, let us-make room for Him In our hearts 
and praise Him and serve Him as we ought, rejoicing 
in the persIstence of the ODod News d'Own through the 
centuries and in the cou'ntless ,thousands· in this day who 
know and love Our Saviour.-W.S.W. ' ' 

K. OF. C: AFRAID OF FREE SPEECH 

THE Knights of Columbus have spent hundreds of 
, thousands of dollars in 'advertising ,their pecuHar re- ' 
ligious beliefs in the free press of this cOntinent. They 
have insisted time and again on the necessity of hearing 
the whole truth about Roman CathoUcism 'and h'ave also 
engaged in sly, indirect 'attacks on Protestantism. From 
>the way in which they have . exercised their right to the 
use of the free press' and from their insi'stent demand 

, on· hearing b'Oth sides of the story, one would think that 
the band of Romanist knights were different from their 

-brethren in Spain, Italy 'and Quebec where "error" i.e. 
non-Romanism is not granted the same rights as "truth" 
Le. RomaniSin, and ·this according to the dogma of the 

,papal church. But wnen our eanadian 'and American 
papal knights are scratched a little, they qui-ckly reveal 
that they are brothers under th~ skin to the persecuting 
pl"iests of lands where the Church or. Rome is supreme. 

An example of this comes to hand from umdon, On­
tario, where the "Information Committee of the Dormer 
General Assembly, Fourth Degree, Knights 'of 'Columbus" 
complain in effect tha't too much information has been 
given on the religion they' sponsor by the local branch 
of the Oanadian Protestant League, On'e might have 
expected that such 'convinced and practising advertizers 
of the neCessity of hearing both sides would have wel­
comed free discuss'ion of these questions. But, no, the 
enragt:ld papal committee wrote to the local school board 
who had rented a hall to the above-mentioned society 
and threatened the 'board that, 'in default of an immediate 
and satisfactory expl'anation, they would 'be compelled 
to take up the matter with the Minister of Edueation for 
Ontari'O. Strange language is is not, from the ,authors 
of the advertisements entitled: "You Hear Strange 
Things 'a:boui"Catholics"!!, . 

The Knights of Columbus are careful to state fn't'heir 
letter: "Let it be understood at the outset' that we "are' 
not 'attacking the right of free ,speech or the right of 
others to their own opiniops . . . We have no objection 
to these organizati'Ons and individuals ranting and raving 
on some street, corner or in a private home, club or 

'hall .. ,." They have no objection to free 'speech but they 
would refuse the use 'Of public halls for i,ts exercise' They 
would 'allow such things to be said on street corners' or 
private homes but not;,. in public halls,' In Quebec, the 
use of the street corner i"s' denied to preachers of the 
Gospel, 'and 'in Spain, Protestant -churches 'are closed by 

- government order, ,and Prote'stant priva'te schools are ex­
propriated. The Knights of Colambus have their separate 
sectarian schools 'supported by public taxes in which they 
teach the primacy oJ loyalty to the pope and hatre~ of 
Protestantism,' but they object' to the rental of a public 
haH for the use of, a Protestant society. They would not 
deny freedom ,of speech, th~y would merely limit it to' 
those who agree with their particulardogm;as' It would 
appear that ,the Knights 'Of Columbus are not satisfied 
with the special privilege of -controlling their own s'epa­
ra'te Roman 'Catholic Sc'h'Ools, they now wish to dietate 
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to the Public Sch'Ool Board how it shall manage the Pub'­
lic Schools' also' 

The Knights of Columbus are running' true t6 form: 
what they really demand as a right is that they may be 
free to attack all other churches and movements' but that 
the Ohurch of Rome s'b-all be exempt~from criticism. That 
is tht:l conditi'On that obtained in the Dark Ages when 
heretics 'W~re burned to death for their opinions 'and 

, learning was hidden under a bushel and the Bible an un­
known book. This 'state IOf 'affairs constitutes the Roman 
Catholic ideal of "liberty". 

Following this art}cle we reprint. the text of a report 
by Trustee C. 'C. Carrothers K.C., on the Knights of 
GPlumbus'protest against free speech.-W.S.W. 

TEXT OF REPORT ON FREE SPEECH 
<. From The Free Press, London, Ont., De<:.,ember 15, 195i 

Following is -the -text of a report submitted to the Board 
of Education 'by C. C. Carrothers" K.C., in response ,to the 
K~ of C. communication:' , 

"The letter whic'h has been referred to me by Mr. H. B. 
Roekey 'adiJressed- to the Chairman and Memrber~ of the 
Board of Education by the Dormer General Assembly, 
Fourth 'Degree, Knights of Columbus, has received some 
consideration on my part.' , 

"No matter how sympathetic one may Ibe to 1'he position 
of the Assembly 'as set forth in the letter, I can 'only say 
that it would be the duty of a Board of Education who are' 
trustees of a public building to adhere strictly to the law, 
constitutional and otherwise, in dealing wi1'h the public. 

o "The matters raised wouJd appear to involve the right 
to freedom of speech 01' discussion. Under our system of 
rights obligations .involving the citizen, which we' inherited 
from Great Britain, falls into two-classifications. 

"The first of t'hese involves the relationship of ,the sub­
ject to the' Crown. It has been held many -times that so­
called right to freedom or discussion, insofar 'as it involves 
the subject with the Crown, simply means that any person 
may write or say what he pleases so lo:pg 'as he is neither 
treasonous, seditious n'or 'blasphemous. ' It is treason 
for any person or persons whatsoever, within the realm or 
without, to compass, imagine, invent, devise or intend death 
or destruction or any bodily 'harm teridiIig to death or de­
struction, maiming or wounding, imprisonment or restraint 
of ,the person of 'the Sovereign; to express, utter or declare 
any suc'h compassing, etc., or intentions by publishing any 
printing or writing or by any overt act or deed. 

"Sedition consists of 'an intent-
'''1. To ,bring into hatred 'Or contempt or to excite disaf­

fection against the King, the Government 'and Constitution 
of 'Canada or either House of Parli-ament or the Adminis-
trator of Justice; , 

"2. To incite persons to commit any crime in general 
disturbance of 'the pea~e; 

"3. , To raise discontent or disaffection ,amongst IDs 
Majesty's subjects or ' 

"4. To promote feelings of ill will 'and hostility between 
different classes of hls subjects. ' 

"But an intention is, not seditious if the obje'ct is to show 
that the King has 'been misled or mistaken in his measures 
or to point out errors or defects in 'the Government- or. 
Constitution with a view' to their'reforniation or to excite' 
the subjects to attempt by lawful means the 'alteration 
of any matter in Church or State by law established or~ 
to point out with a view to their removal matters Which 
a,re producing or have a tendency -to produce feelings of 
hatred and ill wiH between classes of the King's subjects. 

"BI'asphemy consists in scoffingly or irreverently ridicul­
ing or impuning the doctrines of tile Christian faith or in 
uttering or pU/blishing contumelious reproac'hes of Jesus 
Christ or in profane scoffing at the Holy Scriptures or 
exposing ,part -the:reof to contempt or ridicule. It is not 
blasphemy with .d-ae gravity 'and propriety to cont,end that 
the Christian ~ligion or any part"of its doctrine or the 
whole or 'any part of 't'he Holy Scriptures is untrue. There 
was '8. 'time, of course, when the denial of the truth of Chris­
tianity, or attacks made on the fWman Catholic Church or 
on the establis'h~ Church in England, from time to ,time 
, 
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through the !history of the United Kingdom, was punishable 
by death. Even i,n the early years of Canada's life, attacks 
on the Roman Catholic Church, and later attacks on the 
Church of England, were punishable by imprisonment. 

, These laws have long since 'been repealed, either by legisla­
tive 'action 'or by. implication and 'the law 1:o-day is such 
that 'the discussion of various religious denominations by 
those who disapprove of 1:hem is'legal 'and, as one must be 
aware, unfortunately very common in,Canada in ,the last 
few yeal'li!. 

"As to the relation between subject and sulbject, which 
coverS the second',branch of the right of freedom of speech 
and discussion, ,the position is that anyone may s'ay or write 
anything he. wishes about any other person, subject to his 
liability in damages for making any sta1:ements about 
another person Which would tend to' hold such "persons up 
to the con1:empt or ridicule of his fellow subjects. This, of' 
course, relates to the well-known law of Ubeland slander 
and need not be extended. " 

"This would. appear 1:0 cover the whole question of the, 
,right ,to freedom of speech and discussion and I would 
conceive i't to be the duty of the ,Police with, regard to the 
first branch of the matter and to the indiviaual defamed' 
insofar 'as it relates to the second branch of the matter to 
take appropria1:e' 'action for th~ punishment of the wrong-

. doer." , 
:'As, I have intimated, rio matter what 'Sy'mpathy: I may 

feel for the cause set forth in the letter referred to' me ' 
and 1:0 1:he trustees of the London tboard, I cannot conceive 
it to be the' duty of any public body to pre-censor speakers 
who may appear in public halls nor to make use of public 
halls under the control of the Board of Education rentable 
only to those persons whom seven trus'tees may consider 
to conform to the standards ,required by the law. Much as 
I am oppoSed and dislike the'doctrines of Communism, there 
is no doubt in my mind that i~ an applic8.'tion were to be 
made for 'a Communist meeting in a public hall controlled 
by the Board of Education that 1:he Board of Educa1:ion 
should 'grant such use. ' , , 

"It is -not for Boards of Educa1:ion to determine whether 
grouPs are subversive or otherwise. That is the duty of 
the Parliament of -Canada 'and until it determines that 
groups or individuals upholding certa~n doctrines are sedi­
'tious or treasonous, I do not think it the duty of the hoard 
to atteJP.pf to legisla1:e f~ the Dominion ParUament." 

The report is signed:by ~. C. Carrothers. 

A FATAL DIVORCE' 

A-PRIME MINISTER "GIVING HEED- Tb 
, SEDUCI~G SPIRITS AND DOCTRINES 

OF DEVILS" 

D' URING his,term of office as Prime Minister of Canada 
the 'Iate W: L. MacKenzie King was many times, 

,criticized by this paper. We, 'criticized him on political 
grounds that were based in turn, as we conceived of them; 
on religiousgr'Ounds, narnely'hi's willingness to' take dic­
tation from Roman Catholic Quebec and the priests 'which 
controll~d its vote. 'We are convinced that w.hen the, 

'history of Canada during those years i,s written, Mr. 
King's name will be recorded as 'a time-serving politician 
who paltered for office with 'an 'anti-democratic minority 
wJ:l.o 'happened to hold- the, balance of power. Apparently; 
the criti'cism which !l'HE. GOSPEL WITNESS directed at Mr. ' 
King was effective and he was moved to 'such anger that 
in defense he mentioned the name of the', Editor, Dr. 
Shields, on the floor of the:.HOIise of Commons. . 

Ou'r quarrel 'with Mr. King ,was not on 'personal 
grounds, 'but; as' we have sa'id, op political' 'and ,religious 
g~unds. But we could not forbear pn many occasions. 
asking, ourselves what sort of man he was in private 
life. We heard many rumours, some of'them evidently 
from friends,some of them apparently from enemies, but 

,we. never dealt with;<th'em because we 'were concerned 
with principles and. not primarily with persons. But' now 

• that our war-time Prime l\1ini,ster has 'passed from this 
earthly scene to· another where the deeds 'and motives·of 
men are tried by purer' and m'ore sea,rching eyes than in 
this world,. there have been repeated reports 'as to Mr. 
King's activity'in what is 'commonly. kn,own as "spiritu!ll­
ism" or more 'accurately 'as "spiritism"., Some time ago 
'an' Ottawa paper printed 'an account of his interest in 
this s.trange cult. The current issue of ,Maclean'8,Maga­
zine also 'has 'an article on this ma,tter, and. The Toronto' 
Star of December 14 gives ,further publicity to it. The 
evidence of Mr. Kiing's belief in that strange delusion 
which the Bible calls "soothsaying" and "necromancy" 
,would 'appear to be'of'indubitable weight. The widow of 
a former. M.P.P. tells of Mr. King seeing photographs of 
'''the, face-likeness" of C. H. Spurgeon 'and of the son of 

"So 'these nations feared the -Lord., and served their Sir Oliver' Lodge, supposedly transmitted by "psychic 
, graven images."-II Kings 17:41. enerp"~ 'Pari 'of a letter purporting to have been wri·tten 

And that. is 'an O'ld-world record, but it is quite a mod- by !liim describes the seances as"truly ma;rvellous". ·It 
ern experience. The kinsmen, of these ancient people is further reported that, 'he intended at lOne time to write 
are found- in our own time. Men still fear 'Qne God 'and' a book on the subject. . ( , , 

'. serve another ' During Mr. King's lifetime, it was repeatedly' stated 
,'. ", ., by circles close to him that he was 'a staunch Presbyterian 

_ ~ut somethmg IS .vltally :wrong wp.e~ men ca~ d.lvorce and that he re'ad his 'Bi:ble f6r 'a half an hour each morn-
. theIr fear ~r0!D theIr obe~lence. "A.nd ,~e begmn.mg ~f ing., We, heard this 'Statement so many times, as if it 
the.~ron~ IS m the fell;r lts.elf. .Fear, as use~ m ~hlS were 'an answer'to every conceivable sort of 'criticism, that 
p'asS'age, 1~ a counterfeIt .'Com,. W~l'Ch d~s not nng ~rue, we began to' feel that it wa's the b$ginnings of' 'a legend 
to the truth. It mean~ ~mly, the p~yment of ~utward :e- that was being ,sedulously culti'O'ated for purposes of pO_ 
1!pect, a f9 rmal recOg~ltIon, 'I!- passm,! nod WhICh ",!e gIve liiical~propaganda. We know a good many people who 
on the w~y to s~meth~ng ~etter. It ~sa mere skm cour- ,read their Bible for more than 'a half 'an hour each day 

" tesy be~lln~ Whl~h there !S no beatmg h~art; a hollow and we do not subscri'be to ',their infallibility either' in 
conventIon m WhICh there IS no deep and 'sacred '~we. religion or in polities. Has Bible reildi~g come to be a 

But the re'al "fe~r of God" is a spiritU'al mood'in which meritorilOus 'act that gains an eXtended indulgence guaran­
virtue thrives, an atmosphere in "which holy Hiring.is ttled to cast a cloak of cl1'ari~y over all 'short!!omings' 

, quite inevitable;\ the fear of the Lord is' always found 'and weaknes'ses in public life?, We remember that when 
upon its kn~es. Anq: ,so' "the' fear of the'~rd is to hate mass was 'said on Parliament Hill in the fl'ont' entrance 
evil"; it is an indignant repulsion from 'all that is hateful of the House of Commons, .Mr. "'Mackenzie King 'attended 
to God. It is Ule snaring of the Spirit of the Lord. Th~re 'his' own Presbyterian Church that morning and' the fact 
cannot be any true fear where the soul does not worshitp was' spread 'over the front page ,~f every newspape;' in 
in spirit 'and in: truth. - Canada as though it were an' an'swer to 'his permissilOn 

-J. H. JOWETT to use the front .portico' of the ,Parliament 'as an altar 
I' 
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for the idolatrous sacrifice of the mass. Mr. King ceriainly 
, believed in mixing religion and politics and of using thjl 

fOI'pler for the advantage of the latter: It was on these 
grounds that we criticized him. 

The Book that the lOne-time Prime Minister of Canada 
was sedulously reported to have read each day 'has the 
following to say about seducing spirits: "Now the Spirit 
speaketh expressly, that in the latter times. some shall 
d'epart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, 
and doctrines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; hav­
ing their conscience seared witll-a hot iron; forbidding 
to marry 'and 'COmmanding to a'bstain from meats" (1 
Tim. 4: Iff). The, last two phrases 'of that quotation 
describe Romanism rather than spiritism, though the 
phrase that proceeds' them, "having their. conscience 
seared wilth a hot iron!', may be taken 'as an' accurate 
description of the morals of Jesuit casuists 'and of the 
gross frauds perpe"trated 'by the papacy in its mad' 
str'ugglefor supremacy. Whether or not Mr. King sought 
.political guidance where Saul, an ancient ,king of Israel, 
once sought it to his own ruin, we"do not know. But we 
are 'Convinced th'at our former Prime Minister did seek 
and obtain his political power at the 'hands of the Roman 
Catholic Hierarchy of Quebec. . 

No further comment is required on the moral and 
mental state of one who seeks after those'who' "'peep and 
mutter", than the following verses which are found in the 
Book that Mr. King was reported to have read' each d'ay: .. 

"WHAT THINK YEo OF CHRIST?" 
We may be Christians'by education, may be well versed 

in Christianity as a science, may be able to converse and 
preach and write in defense of it; but if 'Christ cru'cified 
'be not that to us which food is to the hungry, and drink 
to the thirsty, we 'are dead whilEl we live. It is on this 
ground that error 'concerning the person and work of 
Christ is of such -importance as frequently to become 
spiritual death ,to a man. W.e may .... err on other subject 
and . survive., though it be in 'a maimed state;' but to err 
in this, is to contract a disease in the vitals, the ordinary 
effect of which is death. When Peter confessed hi·in to 
be the Son of the living God, Jesus answered, "Upon 
this rock will I· build my church, and.the gates of ,hell shall 
not prevail. against." Upon tJ'ris principle, as a founda­
tion, Christianity rests; and it .isremarkahle, th~t to 
this day a deviation 'concerning the pers'on and work of 
Christ is followed by a dereliction of 'almost every other 
evangelical. doctrine, and of the spirit of 'Christianity. 
How'should it be otherwise? If the foundation be re­
mov~d, the'building must fall.' 

-ANDREW FULLER 

. T.hey ~sed in old times to catch pigoo'ns and ,sent them 
out with' sweet unguents on their wings; other pigeons 
followed them into the dovecote, for the sake of their 
perfume, and so were captured. I would that everyone 
of us' had the heavenly anointing on our w,ings, the divine 
perfumes IOf peace and joy anti rest; for then others 

"And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto t'hem 
'that have familiar spirits, and unto. wizards that ,peep, 
and that mutter, should not 'a people seek unto their 
God? f()l!.the living unto the dead? 

~ would be fascinated to Jesus, allured to heaven. 

"To the law 'and to the testimony: if they speak 
not according to this word, it is because there is no 
light in 'them. 

"And they shall pass through it, hardly bestead and 
hungry: and it shall come to pass, that when they 
shall be hungry, they shall fret themselves, and curse 
their. king and ,their God, and look upward. ' 

"And they shall look unto the earth; and' behold 
trouble and darkness, dimness of anguish; and they 
S'J:t'all be driven to darkness" (Isaiah 8 : 19ff) . . 

Among the JIl'any other paSSages in the Bible that speak 
in the 'strongest· condemnation of such practices that are 
now denominated by the euphemistic title of ','spiritual­
ism" is found the following,:. 

"When thou 'art come into' the land which the Lord 
thy God 'giveth ,thee, thou shalt not learn to'do,after 
the abominations of those nations ... 

"There shall. not be found among you anyone that 
maketh his son or 'his d,ailghter to pass through the 
fire, or ·that useth divination, or an observer of times, 
or 'an enchanter, or a witch, 

Ora charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, 
or a wizard, or 'a necromanancer. . 

"For all .that do these things are an abomination 
unto the Lord: 'and because of these abominations 
the Lord ·thy God doth drive them out from before 
thee" (Deut. 18:9ff) .. 

The folly of th~se degrading superstitions is pointedly 
illustrated in the story. of,Mr. King listening to a trumpet 
from which the voice of some dead French statesman was 
supposed to· be emanating. The voice from the trumpet , 
spoke in 'atrociously bad French, but Mr. King"s confi­
'd.ence was unshaken since, it was said, he w-as almost as . 
poorly furnished IfngoUistical~y as was Chaucer's Prioress: 

"For Frenssh of Parys was tg hire unknowe." 
/ -W.S.W .. 

. -C. H. SPURGEON 

Bible· 'School Lesson 'OlJlline 
Vol: 17 .... " 

Le!,son 2 Janu~ry 13, 1952 First. Quarter 

OliIVE 1.. ci..A.R.K, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

. MOSES .4ND AA,RON BEFQRE PHARAOH 
Lesson Text: Exodus 5:1-9, 19-21. 
Golden Text: "This.Moses whom they' refused-the same did 

God send to be -a ruler and' a deliverer by the .hand of the 
'angel which appeared to him in the bush."-Acts 7 :35. 

I. The Intervie~: verses 1-9: 
History affords many illus~rations of the principle that as 

a general rule the successful campaign is that one which has 
been. planned to "tlJ,e very last de~ail (Lk.,14:31, 32). The 
Lord God of hosts, Himself the Maker of history, as a God 
of wisdom makes every provision for' the execution of His 
sovereign designs '(Gal 4:4). SInce .the exodus of th.e children 
of Israel by His mj,ghty hand was to be the standard of God's 
grace and power throughout the whole Old Testament era, 
He made Divine preparations for the ~at event, choosing 
well the time and occasion, but above all, His instrument. 

Moses, the destined leader _of the Israelites" was first given 
a vision of God (Exod. 3:1-6; Isa. 6:1-4), and was then called 
.to his task, (Exod.' 3:7-10, 16-18; -Isa.:76:5-10). When he 
hesitated by reason of his natural timidity and the many 
difficu1t\ils which the' prospect presented to his mind, the 
Lord assu'l'el,i ,him of Divine guidance and of DiVine authority 
in his mission (Exod. 4:1-9). He was Jorewarned also of the 
interise opposition of the king .. (Exod. 4:21). Moreover, the 
children of Israel, whose' attitude was fickle and uncertain, 
were constrained to believe the word of God, espe;Cially when 
it was' confi'l'IIled by miracles (Exod. 4:29-31). 

Assured of the sympathetic support of the people of Israel, 
Moses and his, broth~r Aaron went together into the presence , 
of the king. These two were to be partners in service 
(Mk. 6:7; 1 Cor. 3:6; 2 Cor. 6:1); Moses to receive messages 
from God, and Aaron to deliver to the people the words which 
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God had spoken through Moses (Exod. 4:15, 16; 17:1, 2)." 
The_preacher and the teacher l'I}ust perform both duties 
(Jer. 23:28; Ezek. 33:7; 1 Cor. 15:3). 

Moses and Aaron did not presume to use their own words 
in making the request for the liberation of the captives, ibut 
went to ,the king with "Thus saith the Lord'! (Exod. 7:17; 
8:20; Ezek: 33:25). So must we all be voices for the Lord 
(Isa. 40:3). . . 

Pharaoh gave'an immediate and decisive reply: "I know 
not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go." The brothers were 
prepared for this opposition (Exod. 3:19), and calmly re­
peated their request, adding the consideration that since the 
journey was by the command of the God of the Hebrews, 
Whom Pharaoh would have known if he had taken notice 
of their history, they must obey or suffer chastisement. 

But the selfish monarch thought of the' Hebrews as his 
chattels, and any suggestion of liberation meant to him a 
loss of reyel).ue. Moreover, what had they to do with speech­
m,lking and vain plans? Let them get' on with theIr toil 
(Exod. 1:11). The reme(iY for this restlessness was to give 
the slaves more work, that they might not have time to 
dream (verses 9, 17): : 

II. The Reaction: verses" 19-21 
The. immediate result of the appeal made by Moses and 

Aaron for the release of the· people was heaviet bondage. 
The people were no longer to be provided with straw to keep 
the clay together in the makin'g of the bricks: they must 
gather it for themselves, without diminishing the daily output 
(verses 10-~8). They were indeed in "evil case". 

Wound a snake, and it immediatelf rears its head and pre­
pares to strike. Sin, like jealousy, IS as cruel as the grave, 
and rebuke at first seems but to increase the activity of 
Satan. Utus did Pharaoh oppress the people the more. . . 

But there is another principle involved. A person who is. 
docile under restraint will not feel the pain of the ropes' 
which bind him, but should he seek to free himself, the ropes 
will cut his flesh: It is only when the sil1ner would become. 
fr~e from the bondage of Satan that 'he realize how effectu-

ally he is confined (Rom. 7:21).' The pangs of slav!'lry indi-
cate the approach of deliverance. ' . 
-The Israelites soon forgot that it ·was God Who 'had com­
manded Moses ana Aaron to make this appeal on their behalf, 
and that He had assured them that He had visited them and 
laoke,d upon their affliction. It was their part to obey, and . 
leave the consequel).ces to God. They, had no patience, and 
when the promised freedom was not provided immediately, 
they began to complain.' ~ Moses and Aaron were regarded 
as enemies and traitors;. they' were accused Qf assisting 
Pharaoh in his determination to kill the Hebrews (Exod. 16: 
2, 3). When things go well, people are every ready to take 
the credit to themselves, but when things do not go well" 
the leaders are the ones responsible for the defeat. The 
Israelites were a complaining people (Exod .. 15:24; 17:3; 
1 Gor .. l0:l0), easily discouraged. 

The complaining spirit of the Israelites dampened' the 
faith and enthusiasm even of the leaders' (Hos. 4:9). The 
plague oLdefeatism is very contagious (Heb. 12:15), but so 
also is the, virtue of faith, optimisIl}. and courage (Acts 27: 
22-25). 

Moses poured out his complaint 'before 1lhe' Lord (Psa. 
142:2). Our God is a God of mercy and compassion: He 
renewed His. promise to the discouraged prophet, and sent. 
him ,back to the appointed task with fresh courage (Exod .• 
6:1-8; 1 Kings 19:1-18; Isa. 4Q,,:,31). 
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Jan. 8--Moses and Aaron ..... _ .... _ .... __ .... __ ..... _ ..... _ ..... Exod. 4:10-17 
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Jan. 11-The Pr.ophet Complaining .... _ .... _ .... _ ..... 1 Kings 19:1-10 
Jan. '12-The Prophet 'Comforted ................. _ ....... 1 Kings 19:11-18 
Jan. 13-Moses and Aaron.before Pharaoh...Exod. 5:1-9, 19-21 

SUGGES'.llED HY'MNS 
As pants ,the hart. When upon life's billow§'. Oh, safe to 

the rock. BOo reapers 'in the whitened harvest. Lord, speak 
to me. Who is on the Lord's side? 
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