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Scandalous Manlpulahon of Canadas

National Revenue Department

(

OME years ago we wrote repeatedly to the Honorable
J. J. McCann, Ministeir of National Revénue at Ot-
tawa, asking him to tell us plainly whether Roman Catho-
lic priests pay income tax. -We knew at the time that
they did not, but we could get no reply from the Minister
of National Revenue.

‘Copies of letters were sent us by village pastors, who
had written the Minister of National Revenue, and en-
closing his reply. It was always evasive; but in our
case we were-not given even an evasive reply. We sent
letter after letter to the Minister of National Reverue,
by registered mail, marked ‘Personal”, but never once
did we receive any reply from him.

Of course we know, and it might be supposed that all
Canada would know, that not a Roman Catholic priest
in the whole Dominion pays any income tax: We are
sure that is .equally true of Cardinal McGuigan. -How
could these poor men pay income tax? They receive
no “salary”! But Dr. McCann is the presiding genius
who sees to it that all other people pay taxes. |,

‘Recently there has been some kind of “purge”, -(so it
was described to us, by a former income tax irnspector),
in many, if not all, of the income tax offices throughout
the country. We were told that the offices were first
investigated by a. man in charge of “personnel”. Our
readers will recognize the difficulty of getting factual

' evidence in these matters: We do not presume to say
that what we now write is in every case strictly factual;
but we are writing for information.” We are asking
those interested, who have the facts, to supply us with

. indisputable facts. We faithfully promise that no names

will be divulged. But no anonymous communication,
in the nature of the case, could have any value for an

Editor. He must know whether the ngormatlon sub-

mitted is sent him from reliable sources.
" Our informiation is to the effect that in many, if not
all, of the infome tax.offices large numbers of people

have been ‘let out”, and in the majority of instances.

we are informed,' those who were let out were Protes-
tants; and nearly all who were retained were Roman
Catholics. We were informed of one case where all who

were relieved of duty were Protestants but one, and

that one was a liberal Roman ‘Catholic, who had been-
" very oufspoken in criticism of the Roman Catholic

Church. }

It is beginning to appear that the prime qualification
for ‘a position in the Canadian Civil Service is that one
should be a bigoted, blind, and dumb, Roman Catholic.

We should like to have the facts in thls case supplied
us by those who have fallen under the axe.in'The Na-
tional Revenue Department, and in other Departments
of Government.

The Roman ‘Catholic Postmaster - General is now giving
Canadians the worst postal service to be found on this
Continent,—a single delivery-a day. And when the mail
piles up so that the poor letter carrier cannot carry it
all at once on his “walk,” he has to leave it for another
day; and thus important letters that ought to be de-

livered within twenty-four hours sometimes take three

days to reach their destination, though it be & local one.
Thls, of course, will have greatly reduced the letter-carry-
ing staff. y

We should like to be informed whether the letter
carriers who have thus been summarily dismissed were
Protestants or Roman (Catholics. We know that the
Roman Catholic Church has no scruples in disposing of
Protestant mail. That has- been proved in the North,
where a Postmaster surrendered Protestant mail as often
as it was received over a period of three months, to a
local Roman Catholic priest, who ‘demanded it, and then
destroyed it. No action has been taken against that
Roman Catholic priest. Roman priests are exempt ‘from
Canadian law. No matter what their. offence, they are
excused. It is the teaching of the Church that Canon
law is above Civil law and that the State 1s properly
subject to theChurch.

Little by little the Roman Catholic C‘hurch is insinuat-
ing itself into the control of every Department, and sec-
tion of Canadian life. In some places they almost monop-
olize the Police Force, and the Fire Brigade. We are
reasonably certain they are largely m control of tele-
graphs, and telephones, and radio. They are established
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in oﬁicxal posxtxons in the rallways The Roman Catholic
Church is mobilizing an army, as Lord Bennett warned
us, to take over the Dominion of Canada, sever-it from
the Empire, and, make,it a Roman ‘Catholic Republic, in
preparation for \the day when the battle will be set in
array, — whether by ballots or bullets, we are not sure
which. The Roman Catholic ‘Church is establishing it-

self in control of all communications, and of all revenue, -
.- and we doubt not, actually, of all defence, so that alt will
be in readiness when the day for the trial of strength

shall come..
We ask 'GOSPEL WITNESS read'ers. all over the Dominion,
to send us information, authentie, verified by signature,

_but which signature will not be discloséd, of Protestants
who have been displaced from their positions, or of po- .

-gitions vacated by Protestants legitimately, by resigna-
tion, or death, which have been filled by -Roman ‘Catholies.

Something must be done to wake- up ‘Canada before she
is plunged into_civil strife.

We repeat the words of .Lord Bennett on ‘the occasion
of his last visit to Canada, when he said to this Editor
in our office: “I can see nothing in prospect that-can
avert ultimate civil war in ‘Canada”. Lord Bennett was
not a man who spoke loosely nor extravagantly, nor was
he a man who ever spoke without having full knowledge
of the subJect he discussed. He had spent many years
in Canadian politics, and had been Prime Minister of
this. Dominion, and was virtually let out of the Conserva-
tive Party to make room. for a Roman Catholic leader,

Dr. Manion, who.subsequently led the Conservative Party

into bankruptey, and impotence.

We know of no other paper in Canada that is free to -

speak the truth, *the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth, about Roman ‘Catholicism. We know there is-an
Orange paper, and one or two other allegedly Protestant

papers; but where civic, or provincial, or federal posi<

tions of emolument are at issue, they speak not\at all, -

or speak only in a whisper.

Protestants of Canada, send us your factual evidence
on these matters that we may see what we-can do.

' THE KING’S ILLNESS

‘N COMMON with h1s loyal subjects throughout the
Empire, we are sure THE GOSPEL WITNESS famlly

will be deeply concerned over the illness of His Majesty

King George VI. His official posmon a]ione, as head of
the world’s greatest Empire, would inspire the interest
and concern of all citizeris of the Empire throughout the
world. -

. But there is a deeper reason: the King is more than
a figurehead. By his character and. conduct he has not
only commanded the respect of the Empire, but he has
literally endeared himself to us all. Loyal as we are to
His Majesty as our sovereign, we have come to regard
him as our friend, and, without familiarity, we dare to
say,-our brother~ We have not the slightest doubt that
he is-a- martyr to his kingly duties. He accepted the
crown reluctantly when it was almost forced upon him.
*But he and his gracious Consort have set a worthy ex-
ample of devotion to duty, to the whole world.

" The purity of his Court, the wholesomeness of his
family life, have enabled Britons everywhere to hold their
heads erect and unashamed. His broadcasts to his people
have always sounded a deep spiritual note, and we be-

N
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lieve have inspired the whole JBmpire to the highest con-

ceptlons of duty and service.

It is because of what King George VI. is as a4 man
and not only because of his station, that the multitudes
have gathered anxiously at the gates of Buckingham

Palace, and that the whole Empire has bowed in prayer - '

for his recovery.
There are many . who will offer prayers in a formal
fashion® with little understanding of what faith may

accomplish before the Mercy Seat. Our GOSPEL WITNESS

readers are not of that order: they know how to offer

real prayer in the Spirit, and in the prevailing name of
- the only Mediator, our Lord Jésus Christ,’

We do not need to” urge our readers thus to pray
without ceasing for the ng’s recovery, if that be the
" will of God.

BIBLE MISSIONARY CONFERENCE

Undor ausplces of )
Emergency Missionary and Educational”
Comnmiittee .of Union of Regular
Baptist Churches
JARVIS STREET" BAPTIST CHURCH
. October 23-25, 1951 ' -

i Special Speakers: . '
. Rev. A. R. Wa Murray, B.AA.  Dr. Robert McCaul
Dr. T. T. Shields .

cemplefe prognlnme to be announced later. :

.
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ANOTHER SEMINARY TERM BEGINS

N MONDAY of this week a group of young people
gathered with a solemn hush in Seminary chapel
for the opening.of another school year. ' Both students
and faculty rejoiced with trembling as they considered
- their high pr1v1leges and correspondingly heavy responsi-
bilities as they give themselves t6 an intensive study
of the Word of God. The writer presided at the simple,
informal gathering; Dr. Clark read the Scripture and
brought a heart-warming message. Several of the stu-
dents led in prayer, just as they are wort to do in their
student prayer meetings before lectures each school- day.
Dr. Shields, the President and Founder, welcomed. the
new students and reminded us all that the purpose for
which Toronto Baptist Seminary exists is to develop
sterling Christian character.

The atmosphere of the heavenly plac_es-was manifest
in this first chapel service of another academic year and
its fragrance will linger long in our memories. Omne of
the hymns we sang in the service well expresses the
- 'prayer of all of us who share the life of this school, and
we- venture to prmt it here that our readers may join
with us in the ‘prayer it breathes. It is from the pen
of Frances Ridley Havergal : o

Jesus, Master, whose I am,
. Purchased Thine alone to be,
By Thy blood, O spotless Lamb,
. Shed so w1llmglv for .me,
Let my heart be all Thine own,~
Let me livé to Thee alone.

Other lords have long held swa.y,
ow, Thy Name alone to bear,
Thy dear voice alone obey, -
Is my daily, hourly prayer:
Whom haveI in heaven sbut Thee ?
Nothing else my joy can be. -

Jesus, Master, whom ] serve,
Though so feebly and so~ill,
Strengthen hand and heart and nerve -
All Thy bidding to fulfil;
Open Thou mine eyes to see
All the work Thou hast for me.

Lord, Thou needest not, I know,
Service such as I can bring;
Yet I long to prove and show’ |,
- Full allegiance to my King.
Jesus, let’ me always be
In Thy service glad and free.

Within the last week or two we have heard from gradu-
ates in Africa, in Jamaica, in Europe, in Western Canada
and, of course,-from many who preach. the Word- in our
own province. ,They have all assured us that their

thoughts will be turned toward the Ser'mnary as we com-.

mence . another year and that they will join with us at
_ the Throne of Grade praying God’s. abundant blessing
upon our labours here. In the consciousness that we
_represent a great band of praying men and women, and
in the assurance that we have a great work to do, we take
up our God-glven task.—W.S.W,

THANK YOU REGINA! -

~ Once again we offer our thanks to our Regina anony-
mous friend for a gift of $20.00 just received for the
work. A gift of $25.00 was also received in July, for
which we were also most ‘grateful.

/

NEXT SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET

UNDAY Morning we are to be favoured with an ad-
dress by Rev. A. L, 'Sanderson, B.A., B.D., National

" Director of The Canadian Home Bible League, who is

also Director of The Sunrise Services Radio Broadcast
CKEY 8 o’clock Sunday mornings.

The Home Bible League orlglrlated in the United

States. Mr. Sanderson does a work somethmg like that

of the Gideons, only the Bible League aims to_place a
Bible in every home. The Canadian League is a branch

“of the parent League in the U.S.

The League provides Bibles free of charge o be used
in ‘home visitation, and to be given to the home wherever
people will promise to read a portion of it every day.

We believe that this would be a great service to our
Jarvis Street Sunday School, and we expect whole-hearted
co-operation from both School and Church. It will make
vigiting easy=for the vimitors to be able to go with a
well-bound new Bible, and to offer to give it, without
charge, wherever people will promise to read it daily.

The National Director, Mr. Sanderson, will be remem-
bered by Torontonians as the Pastor of Dentonia ‘United
Church, where he had a great revival. He is an out-and-
out Bible believer, and an earnest Evangelical, and Jarvis
Street Church will cordially welcome him to its pulpit.

While The Home Bible League makes no charge. di-.

rectly for the Bibles, we know that money has to come
from somewhere; and so we suggest to the Jarvis Street
congregation that everyone bring at least an extra dolar
to give to thie special retiring collection which will be
taken in support of The Home Bible Leagiie. This has
not been requested It is not a condition of M Sander-
son’s coming. But we know enough about. these things

not to allow otlier people to serve us without giving some -

compensation, directly or mdlrectly, for the serv1ce
rendered. .

What a cause! Putting a Bible, without note or com-
ment, into the homes of people! Could there be a worth-
ier or more fruitful service? Brmg’at least $1.00. If
it can be more, make it more. Letus havé a great offer-
ing for The League in our retiring collectmn

Saunday evening, Dr. Shields will preach.

MR. LEONARD S. BRASIER

For the past forty-three years, that is, since 1908,
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard S. Brasier have attended Jarvis
Street Church regularly each Sunday evening. It was a
great joy and inspiration to look up to the gallery where
they always sat and see the heavenly light on their faces
as they sang the songs of-Zion and listened with evident
joy to the great doctrines of grace. Last Sunday evening
only one of the two faithful partners was present, for

- the other one had been called to be with Christ, which

is far better. Brother Leonard Brasier went homé€ on
Saturday, September 15. He was a warm friend of

Jarvis Street; of this paper and of Toronto Baptlst )

Seminary. We rejoice’ té know that though he is no
longer with us, he yet still speaketh by the memory of
his quiet, unassuming devotion to the Lord he loved and
trusted. To Mrs. Brasier we express our sincere sym-
pathy in her great loss, praymg that she may be sustained
in her loneliness by an mcreasmg sense of the Saviour’s
presence. —W.S.W.

/
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THE BRITISH ELECTIONS

E BELIEVE that ever since the accession to power
of the Attlee Government in ‘Britain, people of

intelligence. and djscernment have recognized it as a -

menace to the integrity of the Empire, and an evijl influ-
ence in all the Councils of the nations. It has done its
best to accomplish the dissolution of the British Empire.
It has wrought such damage to British interests and
prestige throughout the world as will require, under the
most favourable circumstances, many years to repair.

Whlle British- Labourism is not so extreme, perhaps,
as it has proved in some places, still it represents class
government, and a system of legalized robbery, which
puts a premium upon indolence, and lays a paralyzing
hand upon all free enterprise.

The situation in Iran represents a bit of political irony
that is almost without parallel. The Labour Government

finds itself compelled: to oppose, in another natxon, tho_

nationalization principle which 1t has applled in Britain:

"We do not believe that the Iranian and the Korean prob-

lems would ever have arisen if Mr. ‘Churchill had been
Prime Minister. Nor do we believe that.the incipient
menace to peace, resident in the Indian and Egyptian
s1tuatlons, could have become what they are. Neither
is generally recognized as a per11 to-day. But the danger
is there, and may break forth at any time.

We write this note to suggest that all who know how

to pray should earnestly pray for the utter and over- -

whelming defeat of Attlee and his crew in Great Britain.
News of the defeat of the Socialist Government in Eng-
land would be more than a ‘“shot in the arm” to all free
nations: it would serve as a tonic to civilization in
general. Let us pray that the tonic may be supphed in

a “whoppmg” big bottle! _ N

" to- go from Jarvis Street alone.

_ DR. McCAiJL AND DR. SHIELDS AT
°~  COURTLAND RALLY
THANKSGIVING DAY,
October 8th

GREAT rally is planned for afternoon and evening

at Courtland, Ontario. The Town Hall has been en-
gaged for the services. Car and bus loads are expected
to go from Essex, Tilbury, Harriston, Hamilton, and
Toronto. We expect at least two great Gray Bus loads
If other Baptists, or
friends in Toronto, outside of Jarvis Street Church,
would like to go with us, they will be most cordially wel-
comed. The return fare from Toronto will be $3.00. The
regular return fare to Courtland is $5.50. It is about
100 miles,

The friends at Courtland are planmng to prov1de a
hot meal between afternoon and evening sessions. But

those going from' Toronto and elsewhere will need to

provide their own lunch.
take a lunch with them.

We suggest that everyone
It may be possible to obtain

- tea or coffee at Courtland. These provisions could be
.carried . along so that no burden would rest upon the

Courtland friends for any other than the meal they have
so generously undertaken to provide.

The busses will leave Toronto at 9.30 Monday morning.
1t takes a little over three hours, so that they would reach

Courtland perhaps about 1.00%’clock, when there would

be time for the people to eat thelr lunch, and be ready
for the afternoon meeting.

Speaking for Toronto, if any outsuie of Jarvis Street
Church desire to travel w1th‘ the Jarvis Street busses,
please send name and address and $3.00 to the Church
Office at once.- It is necessary that people buy their
tickets, for the reason that we cannot charter busses.at a
price based upon a full bug, and then have-a dozen people
change their minds at the last minute, and leave us with
a. deficit. For that reason the tickets are sold in advance,
and if people change their mmd there could be, of course,
no refund.

We believe it will be a time of great fellowship. Many
have earnestly praged for the Pastor, Rev. Samuel Demp--
ster, who is now at home, and w111 be at the services.
It will be a fine thing for a great crowd to go to welcome
him back fo health.

Dr. McCaul has not yet definitely promised, but we
feel reasonably sure that we can secure h1m, and he would
speak in the afternoon and Dr. Shields in the evening.
If for any reason it should be impossible for Dr. MeCaul
to go, Dr. Shlelds has been asked to speak at both -
services.

‘Let us make Thanksglvmg Day a day -of real thanks-

'glvmg, and of happy Christian fellowship in*Courtland.

We pass this.exhortation on to Hamilton, Harriston,
Tilbury, Essex, and to all others who can manage to go.

-

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GRACE

In the days when George Whitefield was being mightily
used of God, a man named John Thorpe, of Rotherham,
was carousing in an ale-house, when a wager was laid
amongst the godless company as to which. of them could
best mimic Whitefield’s preac:hmg Thorpe, whose turn
came last, leapt on the table, crying, “I shall beat you
all!” His words proved prophetlc Opening a New

Testament obtained for the blasphemous purpose, his

eyes fell at random 'upon the text, “Except ye repent,
ye shall all likewise perish.” - A strange power fell upon
him.. “He rose,” we are told, “into a strain of the utmost
religious fervour.” The Chrlstlan truths that, he had
intended to ridicule fell from his -lips with seriousness
and conviction. His companions were awed into silence
and dispersed. Thorpe himself became a changed man,
and later was appointed pastor of the first Congregational
Church in the place where he had been.so singularly
converted..

—REV. E. J. POOLE-CONNOR, Evangelicalism in England.

s -

BOOKS AND BOOKLETS:

By DR. T. T. SHIELDS |

“Other Little Ships" - . 4 'suo
"The Plot That Failed" M 2,00
Spacial lllustrated Number of Sept. 28 ..o .25
*"Russellism or Rutherfordism”, 71 v 25
“The Papacy in the Light of Scripfuro" 26 pagos S 25
"The Oxford Group Analyzed" .05
« "Does Killed in Actlon Mean Gone o Heaven?" ... .05
2The Christian Attitude Toward Amusements” ... .05
"The God of-All Comfort" 05
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Che Juarvis Street Pulpit
How To Get the Largest Blessmg
A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields
Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, Septeml;ég' 28rd, 1951
- _ (Electrically Recorded) )

“I have shewed. you all “things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak,
and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give

than to receive.”-——Acts 20: 35

HE apostle Paul had been giving what was really an .

account of his stewardship, and telling the elders
of Ephesus, who came to meet him at Miletus, how he
. had wrought with them, ang how, for the space of three
years he had ceased not to warn them night and day
with tears. He even tells them how he hid not allowed
himself to be burdensome to them, but had laboured with
his hands: that he had, in fact, lived unselfishly before
them, giving his all to their service. And so he exhorts
them to keep that ideal of life constantly before them,
“and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how
he said, It is more blessed to give than-to receive.’

I am sure we all want to be blessed; we want the

- largest possible blessing. And here is a divine prescrip-

. tion, telling us how blessing rhay. be received. Like many
other of the divine precepts, it must seem I suppose to
our minds to be somewhat paradoxxcal that the way to
get blessing is not so much to receive things, but to give
- them away; to live in such a fashion as to be a giver
rather than a recipient. Because it is so contrary to
human reckoning, I want you to turn it over in your
minds with me this evening.

-

L

Here is THE STATEMENT OF A GREAT PRINCIPLE. I
think a Httle consideration .will show us that it is self-
evident that he or that which receives without giving
is out of place in a world where rec1proc1ty is a law of
life. We may see that law written in our own bodies;
any. member of the body that receives without giving
becomes atrophied, and ultimately paralyzed and useless.
Every member of the body has a particular function
to -perform, and must make its own contribution to the

welfare of the body as a- Whole—“compac‘ted by that

~ which every joint supplieth.” These bodies of yours
: and_mine are examples of the blessedness-of reciprocal
_ministries. There is a passage in the Epistle to the
Hebrews which is full of instruction: “The Jearth which
- drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, (it recelves)
and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is
dressed, receiveth blessing from God”—the earth that
yields its fruits—“But that which beareth thorns and
briers is réjected.”—that which receives, and gives noth-
ing of value in return—‘“and is nigh unto cursing;
whose end is to be burned.” - I think, dear friends, you

'will find on examination that the laws of the splntual'
__life, of the kingdom of God, are really inherent in the

" physical constitution of things. There is nothing arbi-
trary about them; they are based upon the nature of
things, and are what they are becliuse they must be.

-

You have all read of the Dead Sea, which the Arabs
call “The Sea of Lot.” It has no perceptible outlet.
Waters flow into it, but so far as men have ever been
able to discover, nothing flows out of it, and the waters
are brackish, intensely salty, and of great specific gravity.
Nobody would like to have to live hard by the Dead Sea.
But there'are_human lives like that—ready to receive
everything, and to give out nothing;—people like the.
coloured woman of whom our Brother Pettingill told us
Yyears ago, .who reading this text said, “That’s in the
Book, and it must be true, but dis here darky .woman is
not going to be selfish; she will be content with the lesser
blessing of réceiving, and she will leave to others the
‘greater blessing of -giving.” There are many like her,
people of white skin,—people who live for themselves,
‘and for themselves only. I do not know whether I men-

tioned it to you, I mentioned it somewhere, I have known < -

oit for years, but the other day I was turning the pages

.of my dictionary and I stumbled upon those words so
much alike, “egoism” and “egotism”. Do you know the
dlﬂ‘erence‘? “Egoism’ is representative of that attitude
“of spirit which lives only for self, it has no care for any-
body but himself. “Egotism” means conceit. A man
may be conceited, and yet be fairly generous, but the
egoist receives everything and gives out nothing.

Now there is greater blessedness in giving. The moun-
tain stream, the fruitful field—all nature really will
teach us this- lesson if our minds are open to it. Our
lives ought to be channels of communication through
which some good thing flows for the enrichment of other
lives; we should be here not to receive, but to give~ You

. remember our Lord said, “As my Father hath sent me,

"even so send I you.” “The Son of man came not to be
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a
ransom for many.” And we are here, as our Master was,
not 40 bé ministered to, not to get, ‘all we can; we are
here that we may give of whatever we may become pos-
sessed, for the enrichment of other lives. The heart with-
in—to revert to the lessons of our human body—-is always
giving out. If it ceased you would die; if the heart ceased
to be generous, ceased to give, give, give all the time,
your life would be ended. Our lungs are always engaged
in a reciprocal ministry, receiving the .vital energy
fromi without, and giving it back. The iron lung is a
mechanical device to assist that reciprocal respiratory
- system when its natural powers fail.

So all nature proclaims the principle. Think a minute
—the sun and the moon and the stars are all giving,
giving, their light» the atmosphere, giving of its vital
oxygen; the forests, their strength and replemshment

. -
'
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- poet.

- Veiling the valleys of Hall,

¢ Avail:Tam fain for to water the plain. - -

- CIPLE.

THE GOSPEL wrrnr.ss and Pnomsrm.nnvocam'

the birds, their song; the beasts, their service; the "

flowers, their beauty; the rivers, their refreshing; the
seas, their dews and their rains. There are some verses
of Sidney Lanier, which I memorized years ago, and
they have been one of my literary favourites. I give
them-'to you; they are entitled, “The Song of the Chat-
tahoochee,” a southern r1ver .Lanjer was a southern
Here they dre: )

#‘Out of the hills of Habersham,
Down the valleys-of Hall, -
I hurry amain to reach the pla.m,
*- Run the rapid and leap the fall,
Split at the rock and together again, .
Accept my bed, or narrow or wide,
And flee from folly on every side
With a lover’s pain to attain the plain
Far from the hills of Habersham,
- Far from the valleys of Hall. i

“All down the hills of Habersham,
All through the valleys of Hall, -

The rushes cried Abide, abide,
The willful waterweeds held me thrall,
The laving laurel turned my tide,
The ferns and the fondling grass said Stay,
The dewberry dipped for to work delay,
And the little reeds sighed Abide, abide,

Here in the hills of Habersham, .

Here in the valleys of Hall. -

“High o’er the hills of Habersham,

.
/

 The hickory told me manifold R
Fair tales of shade, the poplar tall .
Wrought'me her shadowy self to hold,
The chestnut, the oak, the walnut, ‘bhe plne,
Overleaning, ‘with ﬂlckermg meaning and sign,
Said, Pass not, so cold, these manifold
Deep shades of the hills of Habersham,
These glades in the valleys of Hall. -

“And oft in the hills of Habersham, -
And oft in the valleys of Hall, ~

v The white quartz-shone, and the smooth. brook-stone

Did bar me of passage with friendly brawl,
And many a lumihous jewel lone
—Crystal clear or a-cloud. with mist,
Ruby, garnet and amethyst— -
Made lures with the lights of streaming stone
In the.clefts of the hills of Habersham,
In the beds of the valleys of Hall.

“But oh, not the hills of Habersham, «
And oh not the valleys of Hall

Downward the voices of Duty, call—

Downward, to toil and be mixed with.the main,

The dry flelds burn, and the mills are to turn,

And a myriad ﬂowers mortally yearn,,

And the lordly mrain from beyond the plain

Calls o’er ithe hills of Habersham,
+ Calls through the valleys of Hall.” ‘. 2

And the river flows on-in its ministry of giving, giving,
giving, a parable and proclamation of the whole function
of ‘God’s creation. It is hére not to be ministered unto,
but ‘to minister, and to, glve o R

.

. - I : :

Let us look then at A FEW EXAMPLES OF THIS PRIN- |
. On the positive side, ‘God. is the Giver of every
perféct gift. “Every good gift and every perfect gift
is from above.” He is the Source of all our riches;-He
gives to us life and.breath and all things.- The Scripture
says that He “giveth us richly all things to enJoy That
is why v we give thanks at our meat, do we. not, recogmzmg
that all this comes from God : .

program for tomorrow?”

+ could do.

- is gone out of me.” .
*  Him, and, in our measure, it ought always to be going
We ought to be just like that,
He has giverr us His Word; He has -

What an outstandmg example of this prmclple we have.
in the gospel!

, “God in the gospel of His Son,
. Hath all His mightiest works outdone. ”

He has given, given, given, without asking, without
solicitation on-our part; He has given His only begotten
Son, that we might live through Him. And Christ came
to this'world as a disclosure, a manifestation, a revelation
of ‘God: “No man hath seen God-at any time; the only

" begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he

hath declared him.” We are ever to think of-God, not
as the Great Unknown; we are to think of Him in terms
of His self-disclosure in the Person of His Son. . -

And how did Jesus livé? What sort of a life did He
set before mankind? He went about doing good Follow
Him day by day, and you will see that He is always, glv-
ing, giving. I remember a missionary who stayed in
my home some years ago, and ‘he said, “What is your
. I-told him what I hoped to
accomplish the next day. .But at eight o'clock the next
morning two young men who had just arrived from

England rang my doorbell, and wanted some guidance’

and direction. And fromthat on, throughout the entire
day, I'had interruptions until evening came, and at dxnner
my guest said smilingly,~Well, how much of your pro-
gram that you-announced to me last night have you exe-
cuted to-day?’ I said, “Not a.single thing; not one
thing that I had planned to do. " “What have you been
doing?” .I said, “Oh, little bits of things that anyhody
Somebody was after me all day long for some-
thing.”- He said, “I hope -you are not complaining.” He
said, “If you were a missionary you would find that most
. days are like that; and. I suggest to you that as you
read your gospels again you keep this day in mind, and
‘study the days of the Lord Jesus, and see how His path
‘was crossed by needy people. every day, and how He
stopped to minister to them, seeming almost to upset
His program completely.” I saw: that that was true,

. for on one oceasion you remember, as He was going to

render service in one place, the multitude thronged him,
.a woman touched the hem of His garment, and He said,
“Who touched me?”
Thee, and sayest Thou, Who touched me?”
“Somebody hath touched me, for I perceive that virtue
Virtue was always going out of

out of you and of me.
always glvmg
given us His Spirit; He has'given us eternal life; He
has given us His salvation, with the prospect of unfold-
1ng its fulness to us t:hrough all the ages to come. That
-is the_ record in the Bible—always giving.

And you know, dear friends, the men whose lives have

been worthwhile in this world have been men like that.
The apostlée -Paul’ was ‘hard put to it sometimes to find
others of like spirit, and once when he was sending
Timothy he said, “I have no man llkemmded who will
naturally care for your state. For al seek their own,
‘not the things which are Jesus Christ’s.” “People are
always looking- after’ Number One,” said - Paul. Paul
lived in utter forgetfulness of himself, saying, “For to
me to.live is Christ, and to die is gain.”
be with us. )

And there was Luther, and a hundred: others. Study
the history of the Christian church, and the men who
brought things to pass were people like the apostle Paul,

So should it.
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last what was he?

_not going to pay. I know that in advance.
do; they always slide out from under it..
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who had learned to put thénmiselves, their comforts, and
even their physical requirements—everything, behind
them, under their feet, so that they might give them-

-selves without any reserve to the service of others.

Look at the Scriptural examples. Time would fail me
to tell you, but I select one from the Old Testament.

‘Look at Joseph, how he suffered; separated from his .

father, numbered with the transgressors, and yet 'at
The benefactor of all ages—giving,
giving, giving all the time. Look at. Mary, in the New
Testament, coming with her alabastef box of ointment,
worth more than three Jhundred pence, a year’s wages—

breaking the preclous box upon the Master’s head, until -

the house was filled with the odour of.the ointment.
And Jesus said, “She hath done what she could.” What
“had she ‘done? She had given everything she had to
" Christ, keeping nothing back.

Then if you look -on the megative szde, the Bible is
full of examples.- Think of Ahab, and all his graspings;
he and Jezebel were always after more. What evil lives
they lived, and what a diviné curse rested upon them,
and at last the dogs licked the blood of both of them.
.They tried to get-everything, but both of them literally
went to the dogs. And- look at Judas. The disciples
thought that Jesus was going to set up His kingdom,
and they wanted a place, “one on the right hand, and
the other on the left,” you remember. “What shall we
have <therefore?” They- were asking that question.
Judas was just like the rest; ‘nobody suspected that he
was any less loyal than the rest. But when Jesus began
to.show to them that He must go up to J erusalem and be
crucified, and that there was going to be no temporal
kmgdom, with - its emoluments, he said, “I am going to

get what I can while I can get it,” and he went to the

high priest and.said, “What will ye give me?” we all

know the result.
II1.

Now dear friends, that principle is known to us all,
but the great question is, HOw SHALL WE APPLY IT TO
OURSELVES? Thete are some people who live on the re-
celvmg end of everythmg, they live to get, they always
" live to get. I have travelled a great deal, and I have
met with all sorts of people. I have known sorhe again
and again, mce fellows, good' in a thousand ways, but I
know when the bill comes in at ‘the.restaurant who is
They never
And. I have
watched them eating at the table, just to see these little
indications of ingrained s_elﬁshnes-s. Have “you noticed

. it? A ladyscame to me- years ago, whose husband was a

She had several very. attractive children, and
Though he was a
But she said to me

doctor.
she was a very attractive woman,
doctor, he was a miserable man.

one day,. “You know I am afraid of the example tha‘t_

is being set before my children.” She said, “When my
husband carves the roast he always sets aside the choicest
pieces .at Gne end of the dish, and then when he has
served the family, they always go on his plate.” She
said, “The- children are. beginning to notice it.” The
world is full of people like th-at——always out to get what
they can. Do you know what a miser is? ““O yes,” you
say, “he is a man,  who hoards his money.” Yes, and
do you know what the word “miser” means? It is a
.Latin_word which means “wretched.”

-

‘what to do with it.”

- residue of your estate to your two sons.

) And a miser is a-
wretched creature at the best, no matter how much money

" he may have - -seldom open théir lips to make ‘Christ known.

There was-a man in this church—he may still be living,
I do not know, but he is a very old man if he is. I will
venture to tell the story, and whether in the printed
word he will read it or not I do not know. But he came
to ‘me ‘one _day and asked me if I would be the Executor
of his will. | I said;~“Yes, if you want me to be.” He
said, “Could you draw up my will? You “could do it
just as well as a lawyer.?. I said, “Yes, I think I cin.”
“You won't charge me anything?”’ I said, “No, I won't

‘charge you anything; I will save you that expense.”

And so we began. He left a little bit to his wife in
England, \’y_hom he had not seen for thirty years. He
said, “You know, all I have is in cash, or as good as
cash, in bonds and securities.” He had been a poor
man, but he had saved and saved and saved until that
scraping habit had become ‘second nature- to him, and
he had thirty thousand dollars or so. Then he said,
“A few years ago I bought a Government Annuity, and
it gives me nearly a thousand a year, and I don’t know
He said, “I cannot spend it.”” He
lived on about half of it. And he said, “The bother of
my estate is that it is growing all the time, and I don’t
know what to do with it.”” Of .course I could have told
him, but he did not ask my 'help in that respect. I said,
“Now_look- here, Mr.~Se and So, you have two sons, and.
they have some children grown up and others are
younger, and you say that you are going to leave the
Why not divide
it now, and let them have it while you live? You have .
an annuity; you told me you cannot spend it, and you
have more than\ enoligh just from that alone, and this
thing in the bank.is growing, and that is bothering you—
why don’t you just divide it and give it to your sons
now so they can have the ‘use’of it?” “I guess that is
what I ought to do.” -Then he began to rub his fingers.
“But,” he said, “you know it is hard to let go of it.”
When.we wére building the church somebody got hold

. of him and got him to subscribe a thousand dollars, but

the next morning he was waiting before the office opened
at nine o’clock to cancel his thousand dollars subscription.
And then somebody went after him again, and this time
he made out a cheque for a thousand dollars. Miss Stoak-
ley was our Financial Secretary then, and she went to
the bank as quickly as she could, and put it in the bank.
But he carhe again, the next morning, and he said, “I
want that thousand™dollars back.” And we gave it to
him. I do not know where he is now, out West some- ’
where. Poor miser! One of the most wretched men I
ever met. He just did not know how to give to anybody
or anythmg, and was just shnvellmg up because of his
meanness. :

I have known professing Christians like that—they
give out nothing. I am not speaking of money only. If
you are a Christian you are put in trust with the gospel;
you are given a knowledge of salvation, and it is your
boiinden duty -to give it out to somebody else. Utless
you do, you will not enjoy it yourself. The next best”
thmg in life to being, saved. yourself is being used of
God' in the salvation of somebody else, and there is a
joy in telling to all around what a Saviour we have found. .
We ought ta be giving out\ the knowledge of God’s grace
all the time. I do not mean in any goody goody way—I

- despise that kind of thing—but I mean a manly type of

Christianity, exemplifying the gospel bemg generous and
serviceable to everybody about us, taking the heavy end
of ‘things, even in our work. -. But there are people who

-
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Then there are somé people who do not know how to
honour the Lord with their substance they really do not.
Their twenty-five cents they think is as good as anybody
else’s twenty-five dollars. They give verylittle, but they
are proud of the very little they give. I read a story of a

- man, one Sunday morning, in a place where drug stores

were open on ‘Sunday, going-into a drug store right across
the. corner from a church.- He said to the druggist, “Can
you give me change of -a dime?”’ The druggist said, “I
think so,” and he handéd him out two nickels and took
the dime, and as he did so he said, “I hope you will enjoy
the service, but I doubt it.”- People of that sort never
prosper spiritually, and are never happy. I have never

known a ‘mean, miserly, professing Christian who had not

learned to hénour theLord with his substance who was
worth anything at all in the work of the Lord. I re-
member a man speaking rather proudly of his giving.
He said, “You know, my wife and I give $16. 00 a year
to the church, $8.00 each.” That works out at- about
$1.88 a month, for the two, a fraction over four cents a
day for the two of them., He had a religion that was
worth a penny a day! I think that is all it was worth.
But_he thought he was a very generous giver—$16.00 a
year' I heard of a boy being interrogated when he came
home from church as to what the preacher had said, and
he could not remember. " “Well then,” his father or moth-
er said, “what was the text?” “Oh,” he said, “it was
that story you know where Jesus held up a penny and
said, ‘Whose subscription is this?” ” Paul said to the
Cormthlans that it was superﬂuous that he should write
to them, and maybe it is superfluous that I should say
this to you, but there may be some “tight-wad” here, I

. do not know there may be somebody ‘who thmks his

dollar has a special value.

I remember many years ago a minister telling me of
a certain church where he was minister as a student, a
little country church. They needed: a little money, very
little money, and he made the announcement that the
money was needed, just a few dollars. So two or three
of the deacons got together at the ,back of the church,

‘and one said, “I will give so much,” and another, “I will

give this,” and they had it right to the very cent of the
amount necessary. So when the Pastor came down he

‘said, “Well, gentlemen, we have the amount.” “You
-have?”’ Then ‘they said, “You won need this,” so they
_re-distributed the money and put it back in their pockets.

That church never had blessing. No church ever does
that has members like that. No, my dear friends, we
must learn to “honour the Lord with (our) substance
and with the.first-fruits of all (our) ificrease: So shall
(our) barns_ be filed with plenty, and (our) presses
shall burst out with new wine.” We are to bring our
tithes, the very least we can do, into the storehouse, and
put God to the proof, and see if He will not pour us
out’such blessing as we cannot contain. : \ 7

Now these are the words o,f ‘God. Let us yield to thelr
authority. ‘Of course, if we have not got it, He does not

. want it. All He requires of us is that We should dé our

very best.

Cur soul is enlarged isn’t,it, by our testimony, when
we give to others what we have received ourselves? What
a blessing gomes into the soul when we -are bearing
witness for Him, when we are Just giving out the knowl-
edge of His sa.lvatlon' That is also sp when we give
of our substance.” If the Lord’s people were to recognize

- Him in the matter of money every mission treasury

/

would be overflowing with funds, and there would be
no difficulty whatever in sendmg forward the word of
the Lord. \

I knew of an authentic, case of a minister and his
wife. Their salary was very small, but they had pledged

to the Lord a tithe. So when the end of the month-

came, and the minister received his .cheque, his wife
reckoned up-the bills, They had had a good deal of
sickness that month, and she had received the doctor’s
bill, and other bills, and she said to her husband, “The
total of these bills exceeds the amount. of that cheque.
What about the tithe this month? Hadn't- we better
pay, these bills, and then-try to make it up next month?”
Her husband said, “I do not think so, my dear; our rule
you know is; thce Lord first. Take out the tithe. The
Lord knows it is the best we can do. Then start out 4nd
do the best you can, and make what is left go as far as

you can.” So-she went out, and went to several to whom .

amounts were owing for the month, and particularly.to
her doctor. He said, “This is unusual to have a bill

paid so promptly. I am not “going to charge you that.” .

And so he gave avery liberal discount on the bill. And
so of other places, and when she came back her husband
said, “How did you get on?”’  She said, “I have paid it
all, and we still have something left over.” “But how
did you do it? You hadn’t as much as we owed to start
with.” “I know, but the Lord gave me grace in the sight
of our credltors, and this is *the result.” Do you not
believe that God would have us just trust Him i in matters
of that sort"

I was.interested in a case Mr. Slade and I came across
in Winnipeg last week. The Pastor told of somebody
who read THE GOSPEL WITNESS. One night this man and

" hiseWife went to bed and could not sleep. ‘They turned
“on the light, and said, “We will read the WITNESS.” The

sermon was a sermon on Tithing, and they read it. Then
they said, “We ‘had better reckon up a little bit.” So

they got a pencil and paper, and reckoned up what they.
had-withheld from the Lord over a period of years. It~

came to what seemed to them a staggering amournt, and
they said, “We owe the Lord no less than fifteen hundred
dollars; we will start in to pay up our debt to the Lord.”
Ang they did, because the Lord took the message of
the” tithe and laid it upon heart and conscience. My
dear friend, I am not asking you to give. The Lord
blesses us here, and I am not speaking about money,

or appealing for a collection of any sort; I am just telling
‘you that it is.a Christian duty and privilege to put the
Lord first in-all of our temporal affairs, to obey the teach-.
ing of _His Word, and then to depend upon Him to fulfill

His promises. And we shall find that m\the keepmg
of His commandments there is great reward.

I heard Dr. Truett tell a story once—I may have re-
peated it, but it will do for me to use to fasten these

' prmclples upon your mind. He said-that ‘a young lawyer
came in to. him one Sunday morning at the close of a_

morning service, and said, “Pastor, I should like to have™
my name removed from the church roll.” “Well,” said

Dr. Truett, “I am sorry. What have we done?” *“Oh,.

nothing specially, but I do not see things quite as I used
to you know, and while I respect you, still I cannot say
that I -always agree with the things you teach, and I
think it would be better if I just withdraw.” Dr. Truett
said, “Well, if you wish to, of course you must but we
must do it in an orderly way. So at; your request I will.
submit it to the deacons of the church, and we will bring
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it to the church ahd ask them for authority to erase

‘your name, if that is your wish.” “Yes, thatds my wish,”

he said, *“just as soon as it may be convenient.” “Well,
I just want you to know that your Pastor will be very
sorry, but as you are going to leave us, I wonder if you
would do something for me before you leave?” He said,
“I don’t know that there is anything I can. do, but I
will if I can.” “Well,” Dr. Truett said, “it is something
you can do.” He said, “There is a man on the other
side of the city who is a-blind man, and I go to see him

. a8 often as I can, but I haven’t been to see him for some

little while, and I wonder if. you would go to see him
in my stead, as my deputy, and carry him my greetings,
and tell him that the Pastor sends his affectionate greet-
ings, and as soon as it may be possible he will go and
see him. Would you -tell him that?” He said, “I do not
suppose he would value it very much, but if you say so,
I will go.” “Would you mind doing it this afternoon?”
“Well,” he said, “I suppose so. I can do that anyway.”

Dr. Truett said, “Well Mr. So and So, there is one
other thing. Take your Bible with you, you know this
blind man cannot read, and he is dependent upon others
to read for him.  Would you mind just taking your Bible
and reading a chapter of the Word of God to him?”

“Now_Pastor,” he said, “that is going a little too
far,. I never did anything like that in my life.”

“I know, but I am asking it as a favour. You can
do it; you are a professional man, and you have no diffi-
culty in reading.”” .

So he pressed it upon him, and at last the young lawyer
It seems rather stupid to me, but I
will do it.”

Then Dr. Truett said, .“One other thing, Mr. So and
So, when you have read the Bible would you mind just
offering a-prayer for that poor blind man?”

“Oh,” he said, “I couldn’t do that; I ‘never did any-
thing like that.” . T

“Well 'maybe not, but you could begin; it won’t hurt
you.. Please do your Pastor that favour. That is what
I do when I go, T read the Scripture, and I pray with
him;, and I am just asking you to do the same thing.” .

“Well, I don’t know that it is quite fair to ask me, but
I will do as you say”’ “Thank you Mr. So and So. I am
greatly obliged. We will %ften'df to the other matter as
soon as may be convenient?” So the young lawyer went
out. : :

- When Dr. Truett came to ‘his vestry before the evening
service this man was in the vestry waiting for him. He
rose and extended his hand, and then sobbed like a little
child. He said, “Pastor, I do not want my name taken
off ‘the church roll.” He said, “I haven’t changed my
views either.” “What happened?” “Weli,” he said, “I
did as you told me, and never in my life have I been
so near to Heaven ad' I was this afternoon. I would-like
to live in that kind of thing if you have got something

“mére you would like me to do, and if you don’t mind I
will stay in the membership of the church, and I will

try to be at your right hand to help you.” .

Ah yes, it is more blessed to give than to receive.
There are hosts of people like that young lawyer, who
lose the blessing and are inclined to blame everybody
else but themselves. *Get out into the Lord’s service; do
as He tells you; give of your substance as you are able

- and where He directs it, and give your testimony where-
ever you go. Let.everybody know where you stand, and

)

|

be a serviceable Christian, going' everywhere helping
somebody. Let us pray. =

We thank Thee O Lord for some little part in Thy work,
some little place in the vineyard. Thete is much to do; -the
harvest is plenteous, and the labourers are few. We all are

. working in too short a day, too few hours do we dedicate

to the service of the Lord. Help us that we may become
steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the wox:k of the
Lord, in the assurance that our labour is not in vain in the
Lord.

. Bless our simple message this evening, and bless it as.
thou didst. bless that other printed testimony when it shall
be printed, to those who need this exhortation, and so by
Thy grace it may be that much will be turned into. the
treasury of the Lord, and many a testimony given by lips
that have been hitherto silent. Bless us all for Thy Name’s
sake, Amen. ? °

“THE DOGS EAT OF THE CRUMBS WHICH
- FALL FROM THEIR MASTERS' TABLE”

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T T. Shields

Preached in Ja-;‘gis Street Baptist Church,. Toronto
Sunday Morning, September 23rd, 1951
(Electrically’Recorded) -

“Then -Jesus went thence, and departed)’into the coasts of
Tyre and Sidon.

“And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same
coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O

Lord, thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed

with a devil. . . .

“But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came
:fnd besought him, saying, Send, hér away; for she crieth

ter us. ’

“But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.

“Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord help me. n

“But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the
children’s bread, and to cast it to dogs.

“And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs
which fall from their masters’ table. : .

“Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great
is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her

daughter was made whole from that very hour.”

—Matt. 15:21-28

Prayer for the King Before the Sermon

Thou hast commanded, O Lord, that supplication be made
for kings and for all in authority, but as we pray this morn-
ing, we pray not merely as a duty, we come with thanks-
giving for him who is. now so seriously ill. We thank Thee
for his life of devotion, for the service he has rendered his
people, for the mutual affection which Thou hast made to
grow i)etween them. We thank Thee for his example; we

bless Thee that we have not had to apologize for the life

of the Court. He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling
in the fear of God, and we believe this has been—true of His
%ajgst;y the King from' the moment he reluctantly accepted

s duty., - -

We remember that Thou art still the Divine Healer, what-
ever means and instrumentalities be employed. ‘Behind it
all it remains true that the Lord alone preserves life. And
‘80 we commend him to Thee this morning. We know not

actly what his condition is, nor is it necessary that we
should. We pray firgt of all that he may have a peculiar
consciousness of Thy favour, that he may know what it is
to rest sweetly in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him.
We pray that judgment and skill be given to the surgeons
and physicians and nurses who minister to him, that a true

‘understanding of the case m:g be given them, and that the

right treatment may be order

We pray for all in the palace, for Her Majesty, the Queen,
that in these lours of anxiety she may be upheld by Thy
gracious power. We pray for Princess Elizabeth and her
Cénsort, trembling ,pe,rh{,_ps on the threshold of possible
heavy responsibilities.’ Youthful as, she is, we pray that
she may be guided and sustained by the Lord Himself. We
know not-how to pray, except to commend them all to Thee,

i/
’ \

-

.
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~and to pray that Thy will may be done in this mattér, and
if it please Thee, .0 Lord, spare this precious life, and restore
him to us and to the Empire, and to the world.
"Fhus in-siniple faith, as Thy believing children, and in no
formal: way, we would unitedly comniend His MaJesty to
Thee, in Jesus’ name. Amen,

Prayer Before the Sermon

"~__0 Lord, this is Thy word, every word is inbreathed by the
Holy Ghost Thou hast given it to us for our learning, that
we may increase in the knowledge of God. We can under-
stand it only as it is interpreted to us by its Divine Autho¥,
and we can receive the truth of 1t only as our hearts are
‘opened by-the Spirit of God. -

- 8o as we look at a portion of Thy word thls morning we
pray that the grace of it, the comfort of it, may be min-
istered to our hearts; that any who are not Chnltlans may
Tearn this morning how- to put their trust in Christ; and
that those of us who do know Thee, and have had experience
of Thy grace, may find herein somethmg to stimulate us to
further progress in the Christian life.” As we turn to Thy

;-

. holy word this morning may the Holy Spirit so instruect us

that we may go from this place better men and better women,
and more thoroughly furnished unto every

ask it in the name of Jesus ‘Christ our Lo Amen.

HE text tells its own story—it is complete in itself—
of a woman who was riot an Israellte but a woman
of Canaan. And it was believed among the Jews that
" salvation belonged only to the Jews. But she was griev-
cously afflicted in her family, her daughter was vexed
with a devil, and she did not know where Yo turn. “So in
sheer desperation, hearing of the Lord Jesus, she called
upon Him for help, and He answered her with silence.
The disciples rebuffed and rebuked her .when she cried
after them, and. they besought the Master to-send her
. away. But she would not go away, and when He’ said,
“I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of
Israel,” she became more intent than ever upon pessess-
ing the blessing she sought. . So she came and wor-
 shipped Him. T wonder can we imagine what was put
“into those three words — “Lord help me.” Her whole
heart was in it. But again she seemed to be rebuffed,
and the Master Himself said, “It is not meet to take
" She ac-
cepted the cons1gnment and still she prayed: “Truth,
-Lord: yet the dogs eat of ‘the crumbs which fall from
thelr masters’ table—may not this poor Canaanitish
woman eclaim at least sa crumb of mercy?’ K And He
answered, “0 ‘woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee
.even as thou wilt.” And ‘her daughter was maoe whole
. from that very hour.
Let us examine this lovely story a httle to see if we
can find some help for our own spirits.

I

To begin with, it may be remarked that PRAYER IS
INSTINCTIVE TO THE DESPERATELY NEeEpY SouL. Who-
ever the man or woman is, wherever they come from,

or whatever their clrcumstances, when in sore need, how- .

ever indifferent ‘théy may have béen before, they turn
_to God in prayer. How often have you seen that prin-
c1ple illustrated — people who never go to church, who
~have no interest in religion, who ordinarily never pray,
who do not trouble. to read their Bible — yet when sud-
denly overwhelmed with a great grief, or faced with a
real danger, instinctively they call upon God. I doubt
‘not that today millions of people will sincerely pray for
.the King who ordinayily do not pray at all. They may
not pray aftet the Biblical fashion, but with a condcious-
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ood work. - We

_at all.

_not falth at least hope, that there is some relief to be .

‘found in God, they will turn toward Him and pray.
Now if this woman knew anything at all about Jehovah
she must have been taught to abhor the  religion of
Christ. -She was a ‘Canaanitish woman; she .belonged to
a race who had been the enemies of Israel, and who had

‘ben dispossesséd from their land. She was a woman

that had no family or racial tradition that would teach
her to hope for help m God. Yet so desperate was her

need, so deeply aware was she of her own' utter help- .

lessness, that she came to Jesus -saying, “Have mercy
on me, O Lord, thou Son of David.” :

What a blessmg it is"that we may come to the Lord
with all our troubles. “Call upon me in, the.day of

" trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.”

Few of us are brave enough, courageous enough, ,or gen-
erous enough to pass such an invitation as that to our
friends: “When you aré in trouble, bring your troubles
to me.
We are.invited even in this time "of national
emergency to think of God, and to turn toward Him.

There are times when we find ourselves in situations
where there is no human help available. No matter how
much money you have, no matter what your wisdom or

" what your skill, how great the multitude of your friends.

you come to a place which is the end of the road, and
you say, “Now I am finished; no one-can help me.”
It is then, dear friends, ‘that we think of ‘God. I know
that He has admonished us:
of God, and his righteousness,” but how gracious He is
not to turn us away when we seek Him only last of all!

.I remember asking an old man — I have told you his"

story — who was brought to me' from Muskoka and who
wanted to know the way of life. He was far past elghty
years, and when I asked him to kneel with me in my
vestry and pray,-he was silent, and after a while he said,
“I cannot pray, Mister.” T said, “Why not?” He said,
“I am ashamed to; I never have prayed, and I am past
eighty years of age; and I have nothing to dffer God
I am ashamed to pray.” I told him that was the
best possible preparation for prayer, that it was when
we were most. aware of our helplessnesg, when all other
props were removed, that God ywas willing to take us in.

This woman.must have heard something of Jesus —
I'do not know what  she had heard — for He was much
talked about. But-anythingSshe had heard of Him, and
of His goodness, related to other people, to.a favoured
race t6 whom He was sent as a Prophet. Like-some
poor needy soul, in need of the ministration perhaps -of

‘some great physician, when he or she says, “Oh, he is
It 1s )

beyond my eclass; I have no money to pay him.
useless for me to think of ‘going to him: he would not™
pay any attention to me. I couldn’t pay, so I won’t even
ask him.” If she had heard anything about Jesus she

.must have heard something like that. that He was

beyond" her, and He belonged to another and highly-
favoured race. Yet her urgent need brought her down.
In desperatlon she went in the spirit of Newton’ s hymn

" “I can but perish if I go,
‘I am resolved to try,
.For if I stay away I know
I shall forever die.”

We may come haltingly and tremblingly, but in our des-

peration we turn our faces toward God, and call upon
Him.

- . ) - VR

” " And yet that is exactly what the Bible invites
us to do.

Sel;temheg 27, 1951

“Seek .ye first the kingdom .

I must confess I have often been thus driven to.
, ness of human limitations, and w1th a sub-conscxous,; if ~the Mercy-Seat : , . .
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I do not suppose she kri'ef'w much about Jesus. I am
glad we haven’t to know a great deal; I am glad that
a very little knowledge of Jesus will help us. You re-
member the one-whose eyes had been opened, who, when
he was cross-examined by.the Pharisees and the priests,
said of Jesus, “Whether He be a sinner or no, I know
not — I don’t know much about Him; the only thmg i |
know is that once I was blind and now'I see. He hith
opened mine .eyes.” What a blessing it is that we

haven't to take a long theological course’ to know_ how -

to pray. The only thing we need is to know that we

_need Him.

“All the fitness He requireth
Is to feel your need of Hlm
his He gives you — o
'Tis the Spmt’s rising beam

And thus'she calls for mercy. That, my dear friends,
is the real pre-requisite to prevailing prayer. Not the
spirit and attitude of the Pharisee — to be proud of

. yourself .and of your record, but to be so thoroughly

ashamed, so low in your own estimation, that you can
ask only for mercy. Thus it “is when we are brought
to- know our need of the Saviour.- I think we do not
sufficiently emphasize that great’truth, that there can

‘be no faith without repentance, and no salvation with-

out a broken.heart: “A broken and a contrite heart, O
God, thou wilt not despise.” It is when we are brought

. to the end of all human resources, and especlally of our

own, that wé learn how to pray.

-~

IL.-

*Then I want you to SEE How A° FAITH THUS BORN
OVERCOMES ALL OBSTACLES. First of all, this woman’s
prayer was answered with silence. Jesus “answered her
not a word.” He ignored her as though He hadn’t heard
her. -Have you prayed like that sometimes, and there
has been no answer? You wrote to someone on an urgent
matter, and you received a reply by airmail, but you say.
“I put my need before the Lord, and I haven’t heard
a word; He hasn’t done a thing. I am just as needy as
I ever was; I have received no help at all.” But this
woman did not say, “What is the use? He will not

" listen.” She still prayed. There is a line there which

tells an eloquent story. .The dlsclples said, “She crieth
after us,” and as He went on His journey she followed
Him, and though He said nothing to_her she. cohtmued
to ery after Him, “Lord. have mercy upon me Have
you learned thus to pray?

Mr. Slade and I were in the same hotel in Winnpipeg -

in different rooms, and I called his number. I waited a

" while, and after a while the operator said,.“That number

does not answer,” and I knew that Mr. ‘Slade had gone
out, or he would have answered me. When you get no

" answer do you think ‘God has gone out? . Do you think
Though Jesus did not:
answer, this woman still prayed: “She crieth after us.”

He is an absentee God? No.

That is the way.to pray, as Jacob did at Penuel when he
said to the wrestling -angel, “I will not let thee go, ex-
That is importunity. “She crieth.

after us.” O no, I do not suppose this woman prayed a

long prayer; she was able to express her desire in very

few words, and I daresay she repeated the same prayer

- over and over again. But she kept at it, determined-that
.she would not be denied.

She was rebuffed by the dlsc1ples they probakly told

-her to leave them alone themselves and then they turned

to the Master and said, “Lord send her away; she is a
nuisance.” She was to them, but she was not to Him.
Have you ‘ever, in your importunity, in your desperate
need, been rebuffed by the disciples of Jesus? You
shared your sorrow with them, and perhaps they did
not care; you expressed your deep need and they seemed
to have no sympathy. ‘“Oh, don’t bother me now.” Or
if they have distened and been ‘courteous while you told
your tale you had a feeling that they hadn’t really heard
what you said. You say, “Well, if that is the Christian
religion I have-had enough of it. I go to church and I
get no help; I have been to the disciples of “Jesus and
they do not help me; I may as well give up.” Not if
you are in desperate need, dear friend. You will go
past the servant to the Master; true faith will allow
nothing to discourage -it, even the apparent want of sym-
pathy on the part of the disciples. .

Then she came and fell at His feet and worshipped .

Him, and put her whole soul into the ery, “Lord, help -

me, help me. Nobody else will. Help me Lord.” Surely

~He will hear now. But even He spoke sternly to her.

He said, “I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” ‘“Who are you?” She did not spend
time discussing that question, she merely cried the more

-earnestly for help. That was a discouraging word was

it not, when He said, “It is not meet to take the children’s

- bread, and to cast it to dogs,” for to the Jewish mind

the Gentiles were as dogs. They called them “Gentile.
dogs”. “You ask me .to take the children’s bread and
cast it to the dogs?” What did she say? She did not
say, “I am no dog; I am just as good as any. Jew.” ' .She
was in no mood for such discussion. She said, “Truth,
Lord. I will accept the consignment; that is just what

I am, a poor undeserving Gentile dog; I know that.” )

Like Mephibosheth, when he said, “What is thy servant
that thou shouldest look upon~such a dead dog as I am.’
And then how inventive her faith was. “Hoéw shall
I get around this divine rebuff? Truth, Lord, just a-
dog, but treat me as a dog if thou wilt, yet even the

dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters’

table. If you cannot give me bread, let me have just a
crumb, that which would be swept out ‘and nobody would
‘use. Let me come as a dog and gather the crumbs from
unger the table.” She was willing to be anything if only
He would grant her her request My dear friends, that
is, the proper attitude.

We used to have a Brother here in our Prayer Meet-
ing — some of Jyou will remember him, who was a great
theologian, and in his testimonies he 1nvar1ab1y gave us
all a lecture, and he admonished and rebuked all who

*“were 'departing from the faith, and always in a severe

and scolding fonme. I was always glad, ‘although what
he said was true, when he got through with his testimony.
Then after a while he would rise to pray, and he was
just like a lamb. How lovely it was to hear him pray,
and tell the Lord what a poor sinner he was, how un-
déserving he was, how thankful he was that salvation
was all of grace or else he never would have had a
chance. . He would pour out his soul in the tenderest
terms in the consciousness of the divine presence, and of
his own need. My-dear friends, I think that is natural
when we know that we are whete God is, overwhelmed
with a sense of His Majesty, and of our own.ill-desert.
Then we can take the place of dogs. I do not care what
T am called, I just want that crimb of mercy. What an
expression of faith that was! “Others may want a-whole

loaf, but Lord, if I could have Just one little crumb that -
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'wouid meet my need. Just the smallest of divine farours

would make me rich indeed.” Did you ever feel like
that, just pleading with the Lord for a crumb?
We used to have a little dog that we were very fond

‘of. When we had him first we said, “Now we will-train

him not to- come to the table for anythmg ” A good .
resolution! But he came. He would come and just look
up, put up his paw on my knee as much ag to say, “Don’t
you know-I am here?”’ And I said to my w1fe, “We
canfiot keep. that resolution. It is part of the joy of
having him just to feed him.” And I can assure you,
he always got more than a crumb! When we come like
a poor dog to the Lord Jesus asking for just a crumb,
you can be sure that He will not turn you away: on.
the contrary, you, too, will receive more than a ¢rumb.
I used to say that I would like to have that little dog of
ours take up a collection in the church. I will tell you
why. If we had guests ,he counted them, and he knew
-how many, there were. . He would go around to each one
and look up with those great eyes of his, and then he
would- put up his paw—“Don’t you know I am here?”
And when he had been served there he would go around
to the 'next one. I tell you if you had an usher like that
to take up a collection you would double your collection.
Everybody would have to give something. That lS how

we must come to 'God. Determined to have at least a .

crumb of merey.

" The Lord was obmously pleased with this poor Canaan-
itish woman. The disciples said, “Send her away,” but
He did not send her away." Ther'e is nqthing pleases our
Lord Jesus like faith. “Without faith it is impossible to-
please God,” and the greater your faith -the more He

. will be pleased with you. Whittier says somewhere,

“Forgive me if too much I lean .
" My human heart on Thee.”

He will forgive y’ou if you trust Him. You cannot trust
Him too much.  That should be our attitude.

- II1. ) .
Then, look at OUR LORD'S APPRAISAL: “0 woman” — I
wish I could repeat that as I think He said if. I think
there was a world of love and of compassion in His ulti-
mate response. “0 woman, great is thy faith. It is the
kind of faith I like; the kind of faith that pleases me.

'Be it unto thee even as thou wilt.” That great faith had

touched the source of healing, “and her daughter was
made whole from that very hour.”
I wish we as Christians could live more mmp]y 1

wish we could learn ‘that the religion of Christ is not a

profoundly complicated matter; that we could learn that,

the philosophy of prayer is not something hard to learn:
Here is the way 'to pray effectually: *“Lord, help me,
In sudden distress people ery out,

“Help! Help!” The Lord says', “Treat me like that; call

to me, ‘Lord, help me.””

Let us pray.

O Lord, we need Thy help, every one of us. We are not
sufficient for all the requlrements of the day, even the things
we know mniay trouble us.© But whatever we now know, or
what lies beyond, we do not fear.

We know not where Thine 1slands lift
Their fronded palms in air:
We only know we cannot drift -
- Beyond Thy love and care.

Help us all to receive this .simple A.B.C. message this morn-
ing, and send us away resolving that we w1ll pray just as
this -Canaanitish woman prayed for Thy name’s sake, Amen.

.

- the country and beyond its borders.

. interesting letter.

".destroying message.

PIONEER GOSPEL*WORK IN EUROPE
A Recent Seminary Graduate at Work

THE most valuable contribution that can possibly be

made to ‘any missionary enterprise is in consecrated,
trained workers. Through the yéars we have appealed
~for the financial needs of the French Bible Mission and
liperal responses have been received for which our French
churches are .most- grateful. But we have had an even

greater share in the Gospel work in Europe in the persons -

of the men who have received their training in Toronto
‘Baptist Seminary. We love to think of all our French-
speaking graduates from Europe as Canadians, but above
all as brethren in the Lord. And how vahantly and fruit-
fully they h%ve laboured in their various fields. We

look forward“in the near.future to the return to Canada .

of one of our recent graduates, Mr. Wilfred Bauman,
B.A.,, B.D,, who has been studying and preaching in
Europe for the last year and a half in preparation for
French evangelization in Quebeec and Northern Ontario.
His fellow-graduate in the class of 1950, Mr. Guy Appéré,
is now pastor of a pioneer cause in the great city of
Geneva, Switzerland, frém which he writes the followmg

mother tongue, but in-his adapted language which he
acquired during his stay in Toronto Baptist Seminary.

f
T The Ravages of Modern Unbelief
: ‘Geneva, Switzerland, September 17, 1951

“Dear Mr. Whitcombe:

“Your letter of September 11, whlch we received this
mornmg made us to rejoice. We always long for news
commg from our beloved ‘Canada. Once again, the Sem%
inary will open and we shall greatly miss the fellowship,
for the second: time now, of the professors and students,
and the privilege of mttmg under the Doctor’s- mmlstry
On the other hand, we shall be fully engaged in the
Lord’s work here in Geneva and in the French districts
nearby.

“The work here is very hard indeed, but we believe
that the Lord has a people in this place. There are many
-denominations at work. Four years ago, some believers,

QIncldentally, he writes it, not in his-

~

~

rd

who had been saved in our Swiss churches in the Jura

Bernois distriet and then moved here, asked their pastors.

for help in establishing a cause here. Since that time

Messrs. Weber, Waecker, and Frey came to Geneva once a.

month for a regular meeting, but because of the limited .

time they were able to spare from their many other
duties, progress was slow. As we were. free, they asked
us to take care of it.

“Only a very few of the churches are evangellcal The
greatest enemy here is not indifference or atheism as in
France, but Modernism. Geneva, Calvin’s city,~is now
the metropolis of the new theology. From the majority
of the national (state) churches, through official papers
and over the radio, this mortal poison is spread all over
There are many
people who are not satisfied, and they go everywhere
seeking some nourishment for their souls.
hear an evangelical sermon and the next day =a soul-
As a result it is difficult, even
among Christians, to find real spiritual discernment.

- There is therefore a great need for solid teaching min-

istry.

Laying the Foundations
“We. have organized a meeting .for Bibie study and
prayer.

An average of fifteen persons.are attendmg,

One day they.
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some of them Roman Catholics. There is also the orig-
inal monthly meetmg for evangelization, 'which thirty to
fifty people attend.  We hope to prospect the French
territory around Geneva where there is also a grievous
need for an evangelical testimony. We are at present
quite handicapped as we have no building of our own,

but we_trust-that in the Lord’s good time, He will meet -

this need as-all the other needs which are always plenti-
ful in a pioneer work. We are waiting for a little motor-
cycle so as to be able to do further visitation. work. In
connection with this very useful tool, we are especially
grateful to our ‘Canadian friends, for it is t'hrough their
sacrificial gifts, which I received while still in Canada
or since I“ecame to Europe, that we have been able to
buy it.

“Every. day 1 thank the Lord for the great pr1v1lege
I had to attend the Seminary. I realize more and more
that this time of preparation was both a great blessing
‘and a necessity and if it did not teach me everything,

. it gave me ‘invaluable tools'to dig down deep in the depths

of the Word of 'God. Thus I pray that at this timie many
others. may be guided towards its halls so precious in my
memory.”

With characteristic unselfishness and with the warm
affection for the French-Canadian work that Mr. Appéré
learned to love so well, he ingtructs _us to send to Mr.
Boyd, rather than to himself, a sum” of money that we

“owed him for the purchase of some books in France.

We shall gladly do so-and also intend to send double the
amount to Mr. Appéré to keep his new motorcyecle in
gasoline, oil and tires. We rejoice in the fellowship of
such men as Brother Appére whose ministry we are
confident will be richly owned by the Lord of the Harvest.
—W.S.w.

THE SPLIT IN THE RANKS OF LABOUR
DO not think ‘many people of intelligence, who
are lovers of liberty, will shed many tedrs on ac-

count .of the split.in the Canadian Congress of Labour -

at Vancouver -or of the feud between Mr. Pat Conroy
and Mr. |C. H. Millard. These two are ambitious men,

" and each of them would, if he could, be virtually ane

Minister of a government within a government. :
Mr. Millard’s action in .precipitating the Txmmm.,

- strike, proved conclusively that he is a very dangerous

man. We do not believe that Mr. Conroy is any better.

. These two, obviously, are striving for personal power,
. rather than for the welfare of the so-called “working

man”.

The recent proposal to compel every shop to 'be a Union
shop, and every employer to adopt the iniquitous *“check-
off” system, should have been interpreted as a proposed
,Communism
could scarcely be worse. When such tyrants as Conroy
and Millard fall out, it may afford an opportumty for
free men to recover some of their liberties.

We do not know where the man will come from, nor
what the cost will be in civil strife, but from somewhere,

at some time, there will have to arise a man, a leader of -

force and ability, who will say to the Labour tyranny:
“Your infringement upon the liberties of the people, and
your assumptlon of govemmental functions, must, and
shall, stop’

We confess that THE GOSPEL WITNESS read of the
split in the Congress of Labour as an item of good news.
May there be more splits, and more splinters!

ROMISH BRUTALITY IN.COLOMBIA

.The following letter has been forwarded to us by the
director of a mission in Colombia, South America. We
publish it here as a concrete illustration of the frightful
outbreak of persecution and slaughter of Protestant be-

Jievers ih that land. The director of the mission adds

this note of further explanatxon “I am enclosing a copy
of a personal letter which gives an account of a very
recent persecution in Colombia. It was written by the
wife of the Missionary, being signed ‘Peggy’, whose hus-
band is referred to as ‘Bill’ and who suffered with the
two Colombian boys. All that they endured is not written
in the letter because there are certain things too dirty
and too horrible to be written. After it happened the priest
congratulated from the pulpit these policemen for the
good work they had done. The British Ambassador has
taken it before the Government, but up to the. present
nothing has been done, but governmental machinery moves
very slowly. These policemen carry on with their threats
and have publicly stated that when the missionaries get
into their chapel, then the attack will be made and every-
body will be killed. You are free to use ‘this with discretion
and it might be well to keep.our names out of the matter.”

R.C. Storm Troopers in- Action

You may have heard rumours of what happened here.

on Friday night. - It seems to have spread rapidly. We
were in our Young People’s meeting. On account of
sickness we were only seven. - We were half way 'through
and Gonzalo was giving the message. Suddenly, quick,
heavy treads were heard coming down the path and in
marched a sergeant and two- policemen. The sergeant
went straight up to Gonzalo and asked what book he had
in his hand. Gonzalo replied, “The. Bible.” The ser-
geant was about to ask further questions when Bill told
him he was the pastor. So Bill was asked by what au-
thority he was holding a meeting. He said because-there
was liberty of meetings. I also said we had passports
in our possession which gave us that authority and that
the government recognized them. At that one of the

policemen said, “You are evangelicals, aren’t you?” and

picking up some books said they should be burned. The
sergeant picked up Bill’s fine Bible to examine.

Then -

in walked the traffic inspector and a civilian. The’

sergeant turned and -said to him, “What about these
books ?”’
‘them.” The sergeant then ordered me and the two young
girls and Lawrence out. But I felt that-I was not gomg
to go without knowing what they were up to, so0 I
stayed.

The Modern Inquisition

More questions were asked and more books picked -up,
and suddenly the sergeant drew his sabre and started
hitting out at Bill. I was ordered out agam and had to
leave with the girls who were. all. erying bitterly. We
Wwent outside and there was-pandemonium let loose in-
side. The policemen shouted and 'lashed out-with their
rifies at Bill, Gonzalo and the two other young fellows
of the meeting. Bill was sent flying over the organ and
then over the pulpit. A policeman struck him on the
forehead, causing a cut which needed three stitches later,
and again on the side of the head, needing two stitches.
The others suffered in the same way. They were ordered
out of the hall and"made to lie down on the ground and
kicked and trampled on by the -police. The last I saw of
my husband that might, his shirt was all bloodstamed
and his forechead was bleeding. .

The whole town knew that they had attacked the

The traffic man said, “They are bad; burn

evangelicals. From what we had heard from other sources

about other prisoners, I could only groan before the
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Lord for ‘the four of thém in the hands of godless,
sadistic men. They were taken to the barracks and for.
three long-hours were put through things some of which
could find their counterpart only in German-and Japan-
ese concentration camps. '
Apart from blows and kicks and beatings, they weree
stripped 'and made to crawl and roll themselves in the
hot ashes of burnt chaff, to drink filthy water, eat human
filth, fight each other. Bill was made to sing hymns and
beaten for doing so, made to preach and beaten.again.
Some ‘things done to them can mever be repeated, Bill
says. .
The whole town is-stirred to the utmost. To cit a
long story short, Mr. C. came up and got a permit from
«the ‘“alcalde”. for us to see Bill. After the brutality
of three hours in the barracks, they were taken to the
prison where the gaoler was a friend indeed. "The
“alcalde” said there was no order whatsoever from him
for closing-the meetings and he knew absolutely nothing
.about it-and that next day we could start meetings
again. Aijter- a lot of running about, Mr. C. was able to
get them released, using pressure as a British subject.
The understanding was that we were not to spread the -
matter through the town or else the sergeant would let
us have it next time with “candela’] — bullets. Before
leaving, Bill got him to shake hands with him and also
a policeman who had been a veritable .demon the night
before in his treatment of them. ' Mr. C. said they hung
their heads in shame before extending their hands. You
should have seen them when they got out! Tramps and

the main plaza.in front of the town’s main business men.
We went to the clinic for Bill’s stitches. Feeling is high
here against the priest, the real instigator, although the,
three -police have a ‘black record.” We feared to write
even if we had felt like it, but letters would be tampered
with. We praise ‘God for lives spared and believe it
will be for the furtherance of the Gospel here.
o Yours, - PEGGY. =

’
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"THE TRANSFIGURATION
Leésson Text: Matthew 17:1-21.

Golden Text: “We have not followed -cunningly deviséd fables,

- when we made known unto you the power and coming of

“‘our "Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of hig
majesty.”—2 Pet. 1:16. - : S

I. The Transfiguration:verses 1-13:
Parallel Passages: Mk, 9:2-13; Lk, 9:27-36.

~ Our Lord had declared that some of the disciples would
see the. Son of man coming in His Kingdom (Matt. 16:28).
It would seem -that He was referring to the Transfiguration,
---which occurred about a week later, for at that'time the dis-
ciples .were given a .foregleam of the coming of Christ in
i)ofvsc-er z;.nd great glory (Mk. 18:26; 14:62; 1 Pet. 5:1; 2 Pet.
:16-19). : ) . ' :
At one time Mount Tabor in Southern Galilee was identi-
fied as the Mount of Transfiguration, but more probably ‘the
incident took place on one of the ridges of Mouht Hermon
.in the north, near Caesarea Philippi. At Caesarea Peter
made his confession ‘of the Deity of Christ (Matt. 16:16);
on the mountain Peter. received confirmation of' that fact.
The Saviour took His disciples to a high mountain apart

Lessor; 1

’

-healing of the demon-possessed boY

--for their failure.

Id

by themselves, while ‘He prayed (Mk. 9:2; Lk, 9:28, 29). One
must turn dside from the crowds to see visions of the Lord
(Exod. 8:1, 3; Matt. 14:13, 23; Mk. 6:31). Mountains, which
lift their heads in-lofty grandeur to the heavens, are used
in Scripture to symbolize the presence of God (Exod. 19:2, 3;
Psa. 121:1, 2).

The Lord Jesus Christ, Who had laid aside the habiliments
of His majesty when He came to earth for our redemption

" (Phil. 2:6-8), gave to the three favoured disciples “one

transient gleam of loveliness divine.” He granted them a
fleeting glimpse of His essential glory, displaying: the heav-

.enly radiance of His majesty, in anticipation of the full rev-

elation of His
Col. 3:4). . .

Christ was the central figure in this scene, as in all others.
Moses and Elijah appeared with Him in glory, Moses repre-
senting the law, and Elijah the prophets, both of which
sections of Scripture testify of Christ SLk. 16:16; 24:27, 44;
John 1:45). Christ was the end of the law for. righteousness
(Rom. 8:3; 10:4), and the testimony of Jesus iz the spirit of
prophecy (Rev. 19:10). They talked together of the decease
or “exodus” which Christ should accomplish at Jerusalem
(Lk. 9:31); the cross must come before the crown. :

Peter acted ag spokesman for the rest in expressing the
wish that the vision might rémain. It is good to contem- -
plate the_glories of heaven, but it is also necessary to com-
municate such truths to needy souls. "The impulsive, warm-
hearted Peter would have the Saviour remain on the moun-
tain, rather than proceed to Jerusalem to die (Matt. 16:21,
22; Lk. 9:561). Moreover, Peter erred in his thought of giving

glory (Matt. 24:30; John 17:5; Phil. 3:20, 21;

o Moses and Elijah honour equal to that of Christ. Christ

dwells forever apart in splendid isolation, for He alone is
perfect. The Lamb .is all the glory in Immanuel’s land.
The Shekinah cloud, the token of the presence of God,
appeared above (Exod. 33:9; 1 Kings 8:10, 11), and ‘the voice
of God attested His pleasure in the Son of His love (Matt.
3:17; John 12:28). The disciples were to hear and to heed -

2 ; . -the message of God’s prophet (Deut. 18:15). -
beggars, dirt, stains, clothes torn,.and right through - 3

The disciples would have hastened to tell others of the
wonders which they had seen, had not Christ warned them.
The curious and the hostile would not-at that time have
understood the sacred vision.: "

The disciples ‘were doubtless :firm .in their conviction that

Christ was the Messiah, but they experienced difficulty-in

connecting the fact of His presence with the prophetic word
concerning the preparatory mission of Elijah (Mal. 4:5). The
presence of ' Elijah on the mountain.with Christ probably

‘reminded them of this prophecy. Christ informed them of -

the fact that the prophecy had been at least partially fulfilled

" in’ the ministry of John the Baptist, who had come .in the

spirit and - power of Elijah (Matt. 11:12-15; Lk. 1:17). Like
Elijah, he had appeared suddenly on the scene, a rugged man,
preaching a strpng message of righteousness. ’

II. The Triumph: verses 14-23. -
Parallel Passages: Mk. 9:14-32; Lk. 9:37-45.

The-scene in the v./alley contrasted strongly with the scene
on the mountain. The disciples, who had enjoyed fellowship
with Christ alone, must now face the multitude. Their eyes,
still dazzled by glory, must look upon a pitiful sight. They
had ‘witnessed the power of God, but before them was the
evidence of the Eower of Satan and the impotence of man.
They had listened to the inspiring conversation of the saints,
but now they were to be harass
the scribes (Mk. 9:14).

Life is ever thus. Exaltation is

.followed closely by humiliation;- inspiration by desperation.

We cannot stay upon the heights, where all is-calm, but we .
must descend into the valley, where we shall find sorrow and
sin. And yet, the Loid would teach us that the poweér, re-
ceived while in communion with Him is.to. be expended for the
blessing of .others. _Study and service must be properly com-
bined. Let us. wait upon the Lord to renew our strength, -
and then go forth to do exploits- in His name.

Whereas the disciples were weak, Christ was strong. The
Y demonstrated His power
over Satan. At His coming. He will utterly destroy the works"
of Satan .(Gen. 3:15; Heb. 2:14, 15; 1 John '3:8; Rev. 20:10).

The -disciples did well to enquire of the Lord the reason
Y He is ever willing to give wisdom to those
who ask in faith (Jas. 1:5). Faith is the secret of triumph -
(Matt. 21:21, 22; Mk, 11:23, 24; Lk, 17:6; 1.John 5:4, ), but
they had been faithless and_ prayerless, hence powerless.

The Saviour had previously spoken of His coming death,

~

by thehard questionings of - -
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but the disciples had not

As He gave fuither details concerning His suffering at

hands of His own, they were grieved; but again the record

tells us that they did not understand, ‘and’ that they were

afrald ask the meaning of these strange -sayings ‘(Mk.
9:32; Lk 2:50; 18:34; John 12:16). .

DAILY BIBLE READINGS ..
QOct. 1—Peter, the Witness of Christ’s Glory ......... 1 Pet 5.

Oct. 2—The Disciples, Witnesses of His Glory ......... 2 Pét. 1.

Oct. 3—The Law=<and the Prophets as Witnesses

Lk. 24:13-27.
Oct. 4—The Glory To Be Revealed in US .. Rom, 8:13-21.
Oct. 5—Christ’s Coming in Glory ... - Matt. 24:20-34.
Oct. 6—'1‘he King of Glory Psa. 24.

SUGGESTED. HYMNS

Show me Thy face.

see Jesus. There’ll be no dark valley. When all my labours
With harps and w1th vials.

$50,000 GIFT TO R.C. BISHOP

Ste. Anne de’'la Pocatidre, Que., 20 (C.P. )—The mem-
.bers of the clergy and the mhabitants of the new
diocese of Ste.” Anne de la Pocatidre, situated on the
south bank of the St. Lawrence, will to-day offer to
ﬂlﬁr new bishop a purse of $50,000
is Excellency Mgsr. Maurice Roy, archbishop of:
Quebec, will preside this afternoon at five o’clock at
the ceremony of enthronement for His Excellency
Mgsr. Bruno Desrochers.

His Excellency Mgsr. Ildebrando Antoniutti, apos-
tolic delegate to Canada, will consecrate the new bishop
to-morrow morning in the cathedral of Ste. Anne de
la Pocatidre.

The above news ltem speaks for itself. Who. wbuld

not -be a bishop, we mean a bishop of the Roman Catholic

.Church? Even in these days when the value of money
has decreased in suich an,alarting way, $50,000 is not a
small amount. We wonder"how much of it was contri-
buted by the clergy and how much by the people. And

further, we find ourselvey askmg how much of this large.

amount was made on the gaming tables of those empori-
ums of Bingo conducted by the priests of the Roman
Catholic ‘Church:

We venture to think that not one cent of the $50,000
gift to the newly-made bishop will be paid to the govern-
ment in income ‘taxes. Roman priests still hold to the
special privileges granted them in the Middle Ages
when they were answerable to church courts only, and
not to the civil courts. Hence they. refuse to pay inconie
tax.

What the basis of the selection for 3 'blshop of the
church of Rome may be, we do not know, but we are
certain that it is not the principlés laid down in the
Word of God which describes a true bishop in the follow-
ing words:

This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a’
blshog he desireth a good work.

then must be blameless, the husband of one

wife, vigi ant, sober, of good ‘behavior, given bo hospl-
tality, apt to teach;

Not given to Wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy
lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous;

One that ruleth well his own house, having his chil-

~ dren in subjection with all gravity;
(For if a man know not how to rule his own house,

" how shall he take eare of the church of God 7)

Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall
into the condemnation of the devil. -

Moreover he must have a good report of them which
are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare
of the devil.- —1 Timothy 8:1-7

How different is the teaching of the Word of God-from

erceived the import of His woz&s

Come ye yourselves apart We would

QUEBEC'S SYSTEMATIC INTOLERANCE
; - By Rev. J. R. Boyd in The Berean Ambassador.
HE town of Otter Lake, situated back from the Ot-
tawa River a few miles east of Pembroke has a long
and very unenviable record of opposition to the Gospel.
Many years ago when Methodist Churches and preachers
were aflame for Christ a faithful old French minister
brought the Word of God there in spite of great opposi-
tion. A French Evangelical Church was established and
a goodly number were saved. Later the Baptists came
and carried on.where the Methodists, weakened by Mod-
efnism, left off. The Baptist Church still stands, still
has a name to live; but Rome rules as she pleases.

Ever since we learned the story of Otter Lake through
French -friends we' met in’ many®other parts, we have
wanted to visit and preach there. We went last summer
and had a good time visiting and witnessing to Christ
in several homes. However, this did not give opportunity
.to.reach the masses. Therefore, this year we resolved
to try an open-axr meetinig. Preachérs Wwho do not do
open-air work miss two thrills of life. They miss the
stirring reaction which one experiences when facéd by
heckling hostility and they miss the unspeakable joy
of knowing God’s nearness .and peace in the face of
. danger. ’,

Well, we were not long in ﬁndmg out what our recep-
Uon would be. On Thursday evening, Aug 23, four of
‘us parked our car on the public triangle in the. centre .
of the town. Within ten minutes from the time our
meeting began, hoodlums began a deafening Serenade
of horn-blowing.- This called hundreds of sspectators,
among whom we went speaking personally- and giving .
Gospel literature.” Yes, hundreds were reached and given .
a chance of receiving the truth whom we should not have
contacted if evil opponents had not called them out. See-
ing that noise was not sufficient, an attempt was made
to collect all our papers and.burn .them on the street.
This too had only limited success. Then from the con-
stantly milling crowds small atones began to ‘fly and
strike us. 'Since these did_not inflict any injury, we ig-
nored them and continued to give the Word. Then about
thirty-five young men backed by a mob of others served
us with.an ultimatum giving us five minutes only to get
out of town, This we quietly refused to obey and found
~ occasion in answering them to_give a clear testimony of
God’s \Gospel again. '

Then an almost unbelievable thing happened. After’
spending an hour giving out the truth, telling of our
love for Christ and for.their souls, we, asked the spokes-
man for the opposition, if he was sure that no one in
that crowd wanted the Word of God.* He said he was
sure and to prove it he agreed to have them demonstrate
by Q.lsmg their hands. So faf as we could see only one
man in that whole ecrowd did not raise-his hands to sig-
nify that he had no use for the Word of God either
spoken or in~printed form. Anyone who doubts “the
biblical records about whole cities being turned into
frenzied mobs to denounce and destroy the people and
truth ‘of God had better come with us when we go to
Otter Lake again. Yes, we hope to go again and we ex-
pect some will yet be saved, because we believe that
the prayers of the suffering saints who died as martyrs
there in other day-s will not all go unanswered: We hope -
that Christians in and around Otter Lake will awaken

- P .
- . \
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to.the fact that unless something is done and _done soo0n,
evil as cruel and godless as the worst of communism will
completely obliterate every trace of God’s work from
that. district.

You need not bpe afraid to face them now. We saw
them wilt and wriggle when their boastful bluff was

- called. No weapon that is formed against God’s Word -

can prosper. Since God is for us none can stand against
us. : :
. . q

“ACCEPTING” OR “RECEIVING” CHRIST

HERE is a phrase quite . commonly used, agamst

which we have long felt an inward protest.
phrase is ‘“accepting Christ”. We cannot say that the
phrase is actually wropg. But we do not like it. Though
it may not be very wrong, .it certainly is not soundly
Biblical., We read that “God accepteth no man’s person”._
We read also that He has said, “In an acceptable time
have I heard thee”. - The word “accepted” seems to im-
ply a prior appraisal of th€ person and thing accepted,
and then a touch of condescension in the acceptance.
There is a sense, of course, in which an enlightened
soul appraises Christ, and recognizes Him as God the
Saviour.

But faith is not the recogmzmg agent: faith is rather
the inevitable response to the Lord’s disclosure of Him-
self, as, for example, “It is'I; be not afraid.” - A cheque

"is marked™at the bank, “accepted”. That is to say, therg
is money enough in the account to-cover the cheque,

_ and that amount is-marked as against the cheque, and
because -of it the cheque is accepted.

We do not wa{nt to be too severe, and say that it 1s

The -

wholly wrong to speak ‘of “acceptmg Chrlst" but we

--do not think the word is wisely, and in good taste, thus

A
But

employed. Voters may -accept a political candidate.
woman may accept the overtures of her lover.
subjects are-not asked to “accept” their sovereign.

I am aware that a form of acceptance was included
in the coronation .of King George VI, as of recent cen-
turies in the coronation of all British monarchs And we
affectionately speak of our King as “our-Sovereign”. But
in the literal meaning of the word he is not sovereign:
his authority is a delegated authority, and it is not ab-
solute. But in regpect to_our Lord Jesus, He is, in the
eternal, and most absolute sense—if for emphasis we
may be allowed to.add an.adjective to a word that needs
none~—Sovereign.. “All power s given unto (Him) in
heaven and in earth”; ‘“He doeth according to his will

“in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of

the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him,
What doest thou?”

- With that conception of God in Christ, it is scarcely
right to speak of “accepting Christ.” .

We think the word “receive” is more approprlate
“As many as received him, to them gave he the right
to become the sons of God”; “immediately their eyes re-
ceived sight”; “He was received up into heaven”; Mar-
tha “received him into her house”; and again, Zaccheus

“received him joyfully”;
received”; the disciples “willingly received him into the
ship”; “they . gladly received his word”; “they re-
ceived. .the Holy Ghost”, Of’'course there are numerous

_other passages which set forth the same prmclple

Let us, therefore, rather speak of “feceiving Chrlst"
than “accepting” Him. ®

:
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