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THE Bible is the word of u'tlhe God of peace, !that 
brought again from the d"ead our. Lord Jesus, .that 

great shep~erd of" the sheep". But "it is 'also w~itu:n 
of Him: "The Lord is a man of war: the Lord IS ,hIS 
name". Again, it is written "'He is the Kiri"g of Glory; " 
the Lord, mighty in battle". The' fact is, the Bible ,is 
"the book of the war~ ~f the Lor~". From the time 

"Of 'Man'"s first "disobedience and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal. taste 
Brought death into. the world, an'd all our /'M)e", 

God has been at war with all eyil. 'He has, "ill fact, de­
clared war against all error, and against all tPe powers 
of darkness. {" " 

The Bible is much more than a signpost, pointing 
the way to Heaven: it is a standard Qf conduct, a measure 
of character, an infallible directive, and the supreme 
Authority in "all the affairs of life. " As "believers, "we are 
under obligation to do, in all things, "as the Bible, by 
precept and principl~, teach~s us. Unless we ~, our 
profession of belief "in the authority of scripture is vain: 
"Why call ye me . Lord", Lord, and do not" the things which 
I say?" 

" The Lord Is a' Man of War 
From -'Genesis to Revelatlo"n the Bible is a record of 

God's controversy wi'th sinful men. It is written, "The 
just shall live by faith. For the wrath of God is re­
vealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unright­
eousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness." 
The patriarehs, prophets and apostles, were all the mouth­
pieces of God in His great controversy with sin, and with 
"sinhers. " " . 

God never compromises ~ith evil, nor. \vith error. He 
,will by no means acquit the wicked. In respect to the 
war between good and evil," between -truth" and error, 
righteousnes"s and, unrigMeousness, light and darkness, 
'God an:d the Devil, the Bible provides no neutral zone 
W'here pacificists, and cowards, and compromisers, may 

enjoy immunity from "war. " There "is no" discharge in 
that war. , " 

The Folly" of Pacificis~ 

There "are people who profes~ to be averse to con­
troversy, who are ever seeking posjtions of neutrality" 
between moral opposites. Such compromisers, though 
they may not recognize it, are really the most deadly 
enemies of the trutih. I reD}ind all such of the divine 
dictum, by the mouth of Jeremiah : "Then said I, Ah, 
Lord God! 'behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall 
not see the sw~rd, neitber shall ye have famine; but I 
will give you assured peace in this place. Then th~ Lord 
said unto "me, The prop"hets prophesy lies in my name: I 
sent them not, neither have "I commanded them, neither 
spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vis"ion 
and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of 
their heart. "Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning 
the prophets that prophesy in my name, and I sent them 
not, yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in this 
land; By sword and famine shall those "prophets be con­
sumed. And the people to whom they prophesy shall be 
cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine 
and the sword; and they shall have none to bury them, 
their wives, nor their sons, nor ""their daughters: for 
I will pour their wickedness upon them." 

Jeremiah also declared, "I am pained at my very 
heart; my head maketh "a noise in me: I canno't hold my 
peace, because thou hast heard, 0 my soul, the 'sound of 
the trumpet, the alarm of" war". 'fo the people who 
wanted to ma,ke terms with the King of Babylon, he 
said, "If ye say, We" will not dwell in this land, neither 
ob"ey", the voice of the Lord your God, s~ying, No; but 
we will go into the land of Egypt, where we shall see 
no war, nor hear the sound of the trumpet nor have 
hunger of ,bread; and there will we dwell: and now 
therefore 'hear the word of the Lord, ye" remnant o"f 
Judah; Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the 'God of Israel; 

, If ye wholly set your faces to enter into Egypt, and go 
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to sojourn there; thE)n it shall come to pass, that the 
sword; which_ ye fea~ed, shall overtake you in the land 
Of Egypt, and the famine, whereof ye were 'afraid, shall 
follow close' after you there in Egypt; and there ye shall 
die. So shall it be wi'th 'all the men that set their faces 
to go into ~gyp.t to. sojourn there; they shall die by the' 
sword, by the famine,and by the pesti.1ence: and none 
of them shall remain or escape from,the evil that I will 
bring upon them. For thus sai-th the Lord of 'hosts, the· 
God of Israel; As mine anger and my fury hath been 
poured forth upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem; so 
shall "my fury be poured forth upon you. when ye shall 
enter 'into 'Egypt: and ye shall be an 'execration, and 
an 'astonishment, and a cur~ and a reproach; and ye 
shall see 'this place no more." 

Thus they were told 'that. in seeking !exemption from 
war, they would only' invite it. We cannot avoid con.­
troversy. We cannot ,escape spiritq.al warfare, for "we 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against .princi­
palities, against powers, against the rulers of ,the dark-.... ' 
ness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places". 

'The Bible, the New .Testament, as well as the Old·, 
abounds with martial' figures. We are to. "fight the good 
fight of faith". We are to "endure 'hardness as good 
soldiers o~ Jesus Christ". We are to "put on the whole 
ar~our of God". We are earnestly to "contend for the 
faith which was once for all d'eliyered unto the s'aints". 

The Christian Life a Perpetual Warfare 
I 'have spoken" thus to remind you that the life of 

the !Christian ·is one of perpetual warfare. It is not pos­
sible so 'to subdue, to quell, to destroy, any kind of evil 
that it will not r~se again.- It seE)ms to be a providenti'al 
necessity that just as Isaac dug again the wells that 'his' 
father had .digged, and called them after the same name,' 
because the 'Philistines 'had stopped them, and filled them 
with earth; so ea~h succeedjng generation must contend 
against the same evils, against which preceding genera­
tions contended; as it is· written: "These are the nations 
which the Lord left, to prove Israel by them, even as 

. many of Israel as 'had not known all the wars oj Canaan ; 
only·that the generationti of the ,children of israel might 
know, to teach ·them war, at the least such as before 
knew nothing thereof; namely, five lords of the Philis­
tines, and all the Canaanites, and theSidonians, and 
the Hivites that dwelt in mount Lebanon, from mount 
Baal-!hermon unto the entering in of llamath. And they 
were to ·prove Israel by them, to know whether they 
)'Vould hearken . unto the commimdments of the Lord, 
which he 'commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses." 

Let us now inquire AGAINST WHAT ENEMIES' OF THE 
FAITH MUST BELIEVERS IN THIS DAY AND GENERATION 
CONTEND. / . 

ONE GREAT ENEMY AGAINST WHICH WE MUST CONTEND 
. '. Is RELIGIOUS MODERNiSM 
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ciples. Usually not until an evil principle lends inc~rna­
ti<?n in a human pers..onality, does its real "character ap­
pear; or, at least, not until' then is the quality of. its 
turpitude recognized.· We must wrestle against flesh 
and blood, but only as flesh and blood becomes the instru­
ment of the rulers of 'this world;s darkne-ss, who are at 
war wi1Jh God. ..' '. . , 
. We must, of course, fight against all evils, which mani­
fest themselves in addiction to appetite, and in various 
sensual, vulgar, vicious, fleshly lusts, which war against 
the ·soul. But I would, this afternoon, identify the more 
deadly enemies of tl}e soul, which masquerade ;in' intel· 
lectual garmen.ts, in mental attitudes, and -in a slavish' 
following of any form of unbelief, which may, at the 
moment,.!be in vogue. A pseudo-intellectualism has ·all 
but elbowed 'God out of the thought of men to-day. He 
is dismissed as an obsolete Ideal, or at best as an . archaic 
Name, or an unidentifiable Force, ,belOnging to ·an im.: 
measurably rem.o.teage. And' without 'even a fraction' 
of factual evidence, whether they wI it ·by the name, 
or not, men have "adopted ·a philosophy of Evolution, 
which would reduce the universe to a mere self-operating 
machine. This, in 'Science, falsely'so-called, in History, 
in all intellectual pursuits, has given rise to an anti­
supernatural ~de:rnis~, for that is what Modernism 
is, 'a philosophy. of naturalism, a modern Sadduceeism. In What I say ,this afternoon "it must be understood 

that I am speaking, not against· persons, bu,t against 
principles. Tha't,' I beUeve, is the significance of the Degrees. of Modernism . 
scripture to which I have already referred: "We wrestle There are degrees of Modernism, of course. Not all 
not against flesh and blood·, but against principalities, Modernists deny supernaturalism in toto: they begin 'by 
against po:we.rs, -against the rulers of the darkness of Iquestioning the accuracy of the record of the miracles, 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places'~: ,. of the virgin birt!h of ·Christ,. and then of His Deity; 
That, I understand" does not mean that we shall. never and to hold such views th.ey must deny;the divine inspira­
have Ito do battle agamst the incarnations of evil prin<:i- tion, and .authority, of Holy S·cripture. And when in 
~iples. It is;,in fact, difficult to fight unincarJ}ate prin- colleges, and ehurches: and 'denominations,they have 
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promulgated such errors, and< suCh unbelief, as to' cause 'Communism ·as it appears in' Russia, and in ·China, is 
God to "go far from (His) sanctuary" they endeavour, an ugly ,thing; because it claims the right to impose the 
by tfu.e mObilization of an army, called a World 'Council, collective will by force. But in fj~htingCommunism 
to effect, by ecclesiastical prestige, and influence, that we must not forget its satellites" and fellow-travellers. 
which is the exclusive prerogative of the Spirit of God. We live in a day when the principle of ind'ividual re­
Hence it becomes necessary, alluding 'again to Isaac, 'sponsibility needs special emphasis. There are many 
that Evangelicals s'hould dig again the wells that their kinds of 'Socialism '- combines of Labour, as well as 
fathers had digged, and call them by the same names, combines of Capital. Politil!ians are ·always aFraid of 
by Which their fathers had called them~e expiatory org·anized Oollectivism; and they are disposed'to s'acri­
atonement, the new ,birth, justification by faith, the doc- fice anything to its favour~ rather thin to challenge and 
trine of eternal life, of personal huma~ responsibility, fight it. Hence Trades-Unionism in its extreme form 
that is of the soul's 'answerability to God, 'and a coming is a form of 'sedition and insurrection. It is a govern­
judgment, which no one may escape! for all :the~e wells ment within a government. What is called the "check­
of salvation the Modernist Philistines have stopped and off" 'and the principle' of a "bargaining agency" 'are Doth 
filled wi,th earth.. utterly immoral, 'and ought not to be tolerated. Workers 

The Passion for Bigness have a perfect right to seta value upon their labour, 
But this passion for 'bigness, for .such magnitude of and to refuse to sell it at 'a lower price than that of their 

numbers. and of wealth, and such official authority, as own appraisal. But they have no right so to unite as to 
will impress the unthinking masses of mankind, this compel all others to do their will, or to insist that a group 
craze for ecumenicity would sweep into the orbit of' of offici ails shall become the moufihpiece for the many. 
this newly-formed W~rld Organization every kind o·f The fact is, a Christian, born again, and endeavouring 
unbelief, and perversion oftJhe gospel to which the 'Chris- . t~ ~alk before God, and reco?nizing his persona~ responsi­
tian name may be attached; with the result that we are, blht~ to 'God" ha's no moral rlg~t to. surren~er hIS freedom 
asked to become an element. in a synthes'is of EvangeIi- o~ wIll to any. gro?p or organIZatIon, WhIC~ may compel 
calism and Unitarianism and Humanism and Greek hIm to do theIr wIll, and refuse ·to allow hlm',an oppor­
Orthodoxy, 'and Roma,.n IC~tholicism, and, bl~sphemouslY, tuni.ty. to sell his labo~r on .his ~wn ~erms. If every 
to assume that this wou'Jd. be an answer to the prayer of Chrls~I'~~ man' would rec~gmze hIS prImary moral re­
tJhe great Head of the Church, that "they all may be one; spOnSl'blhty to God', and, In co·nseq~ence. thereof, w~uld 
as ,thou, Father, -art in me, and I in thee, that they also ref?s~ to be ensla~ed by so-called Un.lons, 'It would dehve.r 
may be one in us". _ soclaty from the tyranny. of La:bourlsm, and 'set a multI-

With the o~n Bi'ble. before us, with an' experience tu<le of workers free .. 
of the reality of Christ our -Saviour in our. hearts, and 
-wi.th the consequent certainty that , 

"None ,but Jesus 
Can do helpless sinners good", 

we are bound to declare war agains't every form of re­
ligious Modernism, and aga"inst its latest fruitage, an 
attempt to gather together all the religious incompatibles 
into an organization ~o 'be knowIi as The Wo·rld Church. 

WE MUST FIGHT COMMUNISM 

One enemy against which believers and the Church 
generally 'in our day must wage 'war is Communism. 
Communism is mu'ch more than an economic system, and 
much more than a political system of government. It. is 
a philo'sophy of Oollectivism as 'opposed to the Chris,tia~ 
principle of Individualism. The Word of God everywhere. 
magnifies the individual. It clearly teaches that every­
man is personally responsible to .God: "So then everyone 
of us must give account of himself to God." The prin­
ciple of individu'al responsibility would· 'be utterly unjust 
if it did not carry with it the principle of individual 
Uberty, involving f'reedom of conscien~e. ~ A ~n cannot, 
justly, be held accouhta·ble for 'an a'ct performed while 
subjeCt to compulsion. 'To be personaHy responsible 
everyone must be personally free. . . 

Of course, such freedom has its limitations. My free­
dom ends when it trespasses upon the freedom of 'another. 
But as a mem'ber of> organized' society, I must be free to 
exercise my soul before God; free to do the will of God 
a!S I see it; free in every respect in consonance with the 
freedom of others. 

/ 
Collectivism Is Anti-Christian 

The principle of Collectivism,. wherever you find it, is 
a 'denial·of ;individual freedom·aJ.ld responsi'bility. 

Applies to All Collectivist 9rganizations 
The 'same principle, of course, applies to all kinds of 

secular organizations, whether tqey be secret fraternal 
societies, or service clubs, or what not. The man who 
surrenders his personal freedom may on occasion be com­
pelled to do something which he knows to be contrary 
to the will of God. 

'The same principle also applies to religious organiza­
tions. That is why this International 'Oouncil of Christian 
Churches has declared war against The W orId 'Council. 
The principlea:t issue is really 'soul-liberty, and personal 
responsibility. We refuse to 'be relig,iously regimented, 
and compelled to submit·to things of which our cons'Cience 
does not approve. 

Especially Agai~i the World Cou~ci1 of Churches 
. It is not surprising that the leaders' of The World 

Council of 'Churches, having 'abandoned the principle of" 
soul-liberty, and organized itself so 'as to 'be able to compel 
obedience to its will, should 'be so sympathetic toward 
the philosophy of 'Communism. Nor is it surprising that 
Communistic minds' should find themselves comfortagIy 
at home in the World ·Council fellowship. 

I would not suggest the slightest diminution of our .... 
opposition toward Red Communism. But I do insist 
that consi'srency requi'res that we should be equally out­
spoken, and vehementagains·t every veri-coloured "pink" 
variety. And if we would return to the pr,inciple of ju,sti­
fication by faith, which involves the personal liberty, and 
responsibilitY, of -every individual, we must set our faces 
like a flint 'against every form of Oollectivi'sm that would 
infringe upon the liberty of the individual. 

ANOTHER GREAT Fo~ Is ROMANCATHOUCISM 

I am specially charged to 'deal wirth one element in 
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this proposed combination '<lftheologicaf and ecclesiastical alarmed by the immoralities of ·the Roman' Church, 
incongruities, namely, the-Roman Catholic ·Church. as he observed them complained to hi'S Bishop 'apout 

Because Modernjsm has so perverted the gospel of,· it, 'the Bishop declared that it was only, a proof 
Christ, vast numbers·'of people, who are members of non- of the 'Church's divine origin, for if the' Church' 
Romanist churches, leaders of many of the' great nomi- were merel~ human, such wickedness would 'have de-" 
nally Protestant Denominations, have ceased to be proph- stroyed it! A s·trange argument for a Bishop! And yet 
ets of the .Lord, and have 'become merely ecclesiastical there is much truth in it. We believe that the Roman 
officials. I 'The 'Church .was designed to' pe,. if I may so 8hurch's record of jmmorali'ty, of rapine,. of murder, 
say, the' ins'trument of theology, the propagator' of the were sufficient to annihilate any organization., And, if 

, Ohristian gospel. Now we behold the phenomena of great it be admitted . that , it is superhuman 'In' its origin and 
denominational organizations who have no gos'pel to continuance, we are forced to ask the question whether 

· preach. " it ~s from above or from below. If it is from above, if 
As long as I can remember I have been fond of ma- the stupendous claims it makes for itself as the one and 

chinery. I have always liked to see wheels goingarouIid. only 'Chqrch, established by the Head of the Churcll to 
When ~ was a small boy, I used to make my way into . the exclusion· of all o·thers, '~e valid, it follows inevitably 
my mother's sewi;ng room, and commandeer all the empty that everyone of us ought to 'belong to it. 
cotton or thread spools that I could find. ·Then I took a . 
piece of bo'ard, and put on bearings of some kind~ screw ' . The Bloody History of ~he Papacy 
eyes, or some such tlhing. Then I put something through But who that reads the hisfury of Roman Catholicism, 

'the s'pools far an axle so that they could go around. 'of the bloody deeds of the so-called "Holy Office", 'or 
Sometimes I managed to have a dozen or more, and I Inquisition, of i·ts innumerable intrigues, 'and, plots 
put them all on little axles on my ·board. Then I would against .practically ··every legitimate Government upon 

· select one spool, and put a handle on it, perhaps a pin, earth; who that knows anything of the story of its mur­
or a small nail, then put belis of string from one spool ders, the millions of lives it has destroyed, its multitude 
to another. 'Some of the strings I would cross so that, of martyrs-who >that observes its current operations 
as the 'belt went round, it would make the 'spOol go in in'countries in which it has the ascendency, its neglect 

..the opposite . direction. of education, its suppression 'of all liberties, freedom 
When I had my board of spools 'set up, and all the of speech, frEledom of assembly, freedom of the press·, 

belts in, place, I would tak~ hold' of the handle Of the freedom of worship-who, 1- say,. who observes the 
one driving spool, and turn it, and .have a merry time econo:tDic deterioration and" ultimate iuinthat 'comes to 
seeing all the spools going around, some in one direction, every country where Rome is' allowed to become ascendent 

· and some in another. I really did not know it, but ac- -who that observes these things, can believe that this 
tually I was 'a denomination Secretary! monstrous institution has the approval of a Hoiy God'? 

That -is what a lot of these ecclesiastical officials do. It is unthinkable that the Roman Catholic' Ohurch comes 
They turn ;the handle, and make the spools go around. from above. 
But no matter how many hours I operated my machine, 'What $s the 'altern~tive'? It must come from below;' 
it never went anyWhere, and' it neve;r did anything. and that being 'so, as is attested 'by its horrible record 
All I did was to turn the wheels around. of the past, its present machinations in all the countries 

That is not a misrepresentation of the Executives of of the world, it is surely distinguished as having origi­
some of the 'big Denominations. They are very busy nated in the Pit, and as being indeed a child of hell. 
keeping things going. But because they don't believe 
-the Bi'ble, nor accept it :as ·an Authority; and call in ques­
tion most of the verities of the Christian faith, they 
accomplish nothing at all beyonq making the wheels spin. 

Religious Vacuity 
When ecclesiasticJll officials, ,by the .inroads of Modern­

ism, are reduced to:such a vacuous state, they will wel­
come anything that will enlarge their operations. Hence, 
they tell us we must accept the Roman Catholic 'Church 
as a branch of the 'Christian Church. THerefore any 
World Church should include the Roman 'Catholic Church 
in it. W ~ could have told them before they ·began their 
flirtation with Rome, that the terms of union with Roine 
are absolute surrender. In that,.·Rome is logical. Ciaim­
ing to be ,the one and only Christian _Church, she cannot, 
logically, consent to the claim cif equality put forth by 
churches which, in ~er view, are 'heretical and schismatic. 

Must Know What Rom~ism Really Is' 
To do battle with Rome, we must know what the Roman 

Catholic Church really is; . No one at all familiar with 
the history of the Roman Catholic Church can regard it 
as a ~erely human institution. No. one, who know's the 
record of the Roman 'Catholic 'Church can pbssibly re­
gard it as oth,er than 'an institution supern'atural in its 
origin and ,main'tenance. When F'ather Ohiniquy, 

The Roman <!:atholic Church Not a Christian ' 
. Institution. 

If, 'therefore, the Roman Catholic Church i·s not. a 
,Christian institution, but is the creature, the instrument 
and weapon of the advers'ary of our souls, it follows as 
an inevita'ble corollary that it ·becomes the duty of every 
Christi'an to fight against it with all his might. . 

The Roman CathoHc Church has a dual character. It 
calls itself the only 'Christian Church, 'bu't it also claims 
supremacy in the 'sphere of government. Therefore,' it 
must be regarded as a religio-politkal organization. 

Rome's Claim to Religious Supremacy . 
To understand the Roman 'Catholic Church it is neces­

sary, first of all, to examine its claim' to reHgious su­
prema'cy. We 'are all familiar with its proud"boast 'that 
Peter was supreme among the :apostles, and on the oc­
'cas~on of Pet~r"s great confession respecting the eternal 
Sonship and sovereign Lordship of Jesus Christ when 
our Lord said, "Upon this rock I will build' my church" 
He designated Peter as the "Rock", and as the first of 
the popes; and the papacy ·became the foundation of the 
Ohristian ·Church. . - . 

To avoid misunderstanding I need only 'allude to the 
the EvangeIic~1 position,. that we recogriize Peter's ,con­
fession t~~ result of a di~ine revelation, and a 'summary 
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of all truth, as being the "Rock" upOn which the Christian 
Church is built: "Built upon the foundation of the 
apostles al).d prophets, Jesus Christ himself. being the 
chief corner stone". Hence, we are forced to reject, 
and repudi'ate, the assumption of papal supremacy with· 
all its implications. 

What Are the Implications? 
What are its implications? It involves the 'substitution 

of papal authority for ,the' authority of Holy Scripture. 
·It gives precedence ,to .tra:dition, and to Canon Law over 
the word of God, denying to ·a11 others both the right 
and the ·abil~ty to interpret and understand the -scrip­
tures. It demands the subjection of heart 'and intellect 
to 'a hu~an authority resident in the Papacy. 

A Complete Inversion of the Gospel 
Its. whale sacramentarian system is a perversion of 

the go'spel. It substitutes baptism, so-called, even infant. 
baptism for faith,as the ,prime condition of salvation. 

,It substitutes penance for penitence. Penance is some­
thing a ,man does himself,' in obedience to the pres·cription 

who are subject to him, as will make the pains of Purga., 
tory or Hell the penalty for disohedience. But in the I 

higher spiritual realm it neutralises the mediatorship of 
our Lord Jesus by exalting 'Mary to virtual equality with 
Him; 'and notwithstanding Hs 'attempt to deny it, it 
actua,Ily makes a goddess' of Mary, and' commands her 
worship from 'all the "faithful"·. . 

Time would fail me to name the inilUmera'ble fabrica­
tions and the laby,rinth.ine .jndilSp~nsables of' Roman 
Ca:tholicism. The fictions of 'the immaculate conception, 
and, papal infaHibility, and the 'assumption of Mary, nam­
ing them in the chronological order of their deciaration 
and "d~finition", are absolutely devoid of scriptural 
warrant; and 'are the fictitious inventions of a religious 
depravity and perersion which knows no paraUel. 

'This system, like th'at of Communism, ofoourse nulli­
fies the principle of individual liberty, ,and responsibility, 
and substitutes religiou's compulsion for scriptural volun­
tariness. Thi's "'refuge of lies" for such the Papacy is, 
must peryert the intellect, ·subver,t the affe'ctions; and 
reduces to a mere au'toJIlaton a poor religiou's puppet 
subject to priestly manipUlation,' whoever is' credulous 
enough to be ansnared"by its fallacies. . 

'ofa priest; whereas penitence, or repentance, is a spirit­
ual quality of the soul, which Can be vyrought only by the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit. It substitutes the "unbloody 
sacrifice" of the mass for the full expiatory efficacy of A System of Dense Darkness 
the blood of ChrIst. It limits the value of Christ's aton- Because of that, it is the policy of the Roman 'Catholic 
ing death, to original ·sin; and, makes the removal of Churcn'throughout the world to control education" to 

. sins committed after ·baptism'· a· matter of individual segregate its children, to deny them light and liberty; . 
effort, effected by works of righteousness,. which one and, as the 'supreme 'agency of the "rulers of the darkness 
must do for himself. It sJlbstitutes a m'Onotonously of this world", to shutter the minds of men against all 
weary observance of the mass for faith in the one ·and possible exposure to the light of the glorious· gospel o~ 
only sacrifice of the ·cross. Christ, Who is the Image of ·(iod. 

Its 'sacramentai:ianism substitutes w~rks for grace, And this incomparable sy'stem of darkness, claims the 
and thus inverts the entire Christian revelation, It 'sub- right to impose itself upOn the human intellect -to the 

. stitutes the authoritative min'istry of: a human priest in extent of its complete stultifi·cation on pain of death 
the word of ·alleged "absolution," for the authoritative and eternal damnation. -
promise o.f. eternal life g,iven by the one and only "High Let the crimson river, fed from ·the hearts of· its myr­
Priest and apostle of our profession". It substitutes ,the iad martyrs, sufflce to describe, and define, the horrible 
mediation of a human priest ·for the ministry of the one turpitude of this supreme agency of Hell itself. 
and onlr "Ml'ldiator ,between God and me.n, the man· Christ I cannot do better than quote, 'at ,this point, the words 
Jesus"., It denies to every man the privilege of direct of the great Dr. H. Giatmn Guinness on "'The CrimeR 

. acce,ss 'to God; 'and puts a priest 'between the sinner and of the Papacy." He says: 
the Saviour. ' "As some Emperors of Rome exhausted the ·art of 

Purgatory or Paradise?· pleasure, so have Romish persecutors exhausted all the 
As the corollary of .jts system of works

L 
it substitutes art of pain, so that it will n'Ow ,be difficult to dis·cover 

Purgatory for. Paradise, and teaches that the disembodied or invent a new kind 'Of it, which,they'have not 'alre~dy 
spirit mu·st endure, for an interminable perio:d, the fires practi-sed upon'heretics. , . 
of' ,Pu1.'gatory for the purcha'se and 'assured. peace of They have be~n ~hot, ~anged, drawn, q~,artered, lI!l-. 
Paradise, guaranteed 'to all who f'all asleep in Christ. ' paled, burnt or .burled ahve, roasted on SPIts, baked In 
It daims that' "the tre~sury of the Ohurch" is the de- ovens, thrown mto furnaces, tumbled over pre«ipices, 
llOsitory of the merits .of Jesus 'Christ and insists that cast from tile tops of towers, "sunk in mire and pits, 
,uch meriis may be mediated to the 'si~ner, only by the starved with ihunge~ and' cold, hung on tenter !hooks, 
Church through its sacramentarian system and at its . suspended by tl\,e halr of the head, by the hands or feet, 
own price. " ,,' stuffed ·and 'blown up by gunpowder, r~pped with swords 

Purgatory a Gold Mine to the Church 
Its fictitious Purgatory becomes as one of its priests 

declared, "The priest's Klondyke", a gold mine, by means 
of 'which the Church can wring from all its votaries and 
victims their last penny,' in order -to mitigate the pains 
ofa Purgatory t,hat has no existence: 

. A Multitude of Mediators 
Its substitution of the human, supr.emely 'authoritative 

prie.st~ood,·for the exclusive mediatorship of Jesus Christ 
puts such au·thority in the hands of .'a priest, over those' 

-'. 

ands'ickIes, . tied to the tails 'Of horses, dragged 'Over 
streets and sharp flints, broken on ~he wheel, "beaten 
on anvils with hammers, blown with bellows, bored with 
hot irons, torn piecemeal by red-hot pincers, slashed 
with 'knives, hacked with axes, hewed with chisels, pricked 
wi'th forks, 'stuck from head to f'Oot with pins; choked 
with water, lime, rags, urine, ex·cremenis, or mangled 
pieces .of their own oo'dies, crammed down their throats 
shut up in caves and du~geons, tied to stakes; nailed tb 
trees, tormented with lighted matches, scalding oil ,burn-
ing pitCh, melted lead, etc. ' 

They have been flayed. alive, had il).eir flesh scalped 

,,-
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and 'torn from their bones; they have 'been trampled and, 
danced upon till their bowels have'been for<l~ out; their 
entrails have been tied to trees and pulled' forth 'by de­
grees; their heads twi'sted with cords till the blood or 

, even their eyes started out; st;.9ngs have been drawn 
through their noses, ansi' they nave been led about like 
'swine 'and Ibutc'hered sheep. 

To dig out eyes, 'tear off nails, cut off ears, lips, 
. tongues, arm's, breasts, etc., has been but ordinary sport 
with Rome's converte~s and -holy butchers. Persons 
have been 'compelled to . lay violent hand'S on their dearest 
friends, to kill or to cast into fire their parents, 'husband-s, 
wives; children; etc., rf'r to look on while ,they have been 
most cruelly 'and shamefully abused. Women and young 
maids have ,aI-so suffered . such barbarities, 'accompanied 
with aU imag·inable· ind'ignities, insults, shame 'and pun­
gent pangs to wpich their sex could expose them. Tender 
babes have 'been whipped, starved, drowned, stabbed and 
burnt to death, dashed against trees 'and stones, torn 
limb from limb, carried 'about on 'the points of spikes and 
spears 'and thrown to the dogs and swine." 

This is not .in any respect an exaggerated, but em­
inently just, indictment of fue chiefest of all criminals, 
whose criminality -is not modified by 'age, nor mitig·ated 
by circumstances; but who continues :to this day to be 
~he 'supreme liar, and rO'bber, and mur<!erer, of ·all times. 

. Rome Is BasiCally a Political Governmental System 
While the Roman ,Catholic Ohurch makes a specialty 

of its Christian profession, its religious g'arb .i's really 
only a disguise, a robe to deceive the unwary; for 'it is 
basically an 'authoritarian governmental system, which 
uses its preposterous religious claim to authority over 
the 'Souls of men in thi,s life and the next, to enforce 
its decrees,and compel obediElnce to its exacting 
requirements. 

It is weH knoWn that the ,Pope claims 'Supr~acy over 
all emperors, ·king.s, ,presidents, governors and govern­
ments of every sort .. The notorious doctrine' of the two 
swords insists that the IState has one reason for existence, 
and. that is to use i'ts sword for the protection of the 
Church, :and the propagation of its faith. Th~ Church 
calls itself "a perfect society" in where there are but 
two classes, the r.ulers and the ruled;' and it is beypp.d 

. the competence of those who are ruled :to 'pass judgment 
upon their rulers. On the contrary it i's their bounden 
duty, uncomplainingly, to·do as· they 'are told. 

The Author of . Ingumerable Wars 

The Roman Catholic 'Ohurch is a dictatorship that 
suffers no competition with its authority. The pages of 
history are red with the evidences of this contention.' 
I 'am inclined to thin.k it would not 'be 'an exaggeration 
to say that there has not been a single war in Europe 

. in the la'st 'thousand years that was not directly, or in­
directly instigated, fomented, furthered, 'and, in many 
ways, 'supported and even financed by the Papacy. 

.'- ,In England, from the days of King John, the 'Pwpacy 
has ever !been 'a thorn in 'the flesh to buffet free peoples. 
The Thirty Years' War'from the early par:t of the seven­
teenth century in Europe, was 'of papal inspiration. 
Prior, to that, after the reign of Bloody Queen. Mary, 

.when EI~zabeth su~ceeded, the Pope, through Philip of 
Spain, endeavoured to bring Britain into subjection ,to 
the Pope. The 'almost miraculous' destruction of the 
~panish Armada was God's answer to 'that attempt. 'The 

\ 

, 
Oath of Succession, excluding Romanists from the tf;hrone 
of England, was 'a measure of self-defence that Britain 
might be spared 'a repetition of the epid'eInic of martyr­
dom from which she had formerly suffered. 

The instigation and support of the Spanish 'Civil War 
in our own time; the Pope's approval of the rape of 
E'th'iopia, and the contributory part which the present 
Pope .played in bringing the infamous Hitler to power, 
and loosing upon the world a deluge of destruction, from 
which it will not wholly recover in the lifetime of any­
one now living--'all these 'are proofs of the Vatican'-s 
use of political power to further its allegedly religious 
ends, but really:to establish itself 'as the supreme gOvern­
ment of the world-are proof'S of the political character 
of the Roman Oatholic Ohurch. . 

The Fathers of the Reformation 
The Fathers of the Reformation without 'an exception· 

identified and proclaimed the p.apacy to be the Antichrist 
of scripture. It is a 'cancerous octupus, the tentacles 
of which 'are in aH strata of 'society, and in all nations 
of the world. There is 'Scarcely a city newspa~r of 'any 
size anywhere that has not a Roman Catholic as a mem­
her of its editorial staff. It very largely controls the 
pres's of the day. When it can, it uses the public press, 
by pho'tographs and letter press, -to 'advertise itself, and 
propagate its faith, and when it is unable to do -this, 
it invaria!bly exercises such pressure 'as to prevent any 
note of protest against its aggression's issuing from the 
cqlumns of the daily press. 

It -makes ;use {)f all organizations 'for its evil ·purposes. 
In Australia 'and New Zealand it has employed the La­
bour P·arty. In 'Can'ada it holds the balance of political 
power in the Federal Government. In Ireland ifi-1l~ 
been a can'cerous growth that has brought endlet!S pain 
and trouble to Ir'eland itself, and to Great Britain as a 
whole. 

In all countries where it gains the upper h'and, in 
Italy, in parts of Switzerla~, in· Spain, Portugal, France, 

. and in aIr the Republics of South America, the ROman, 
. Catholic Ohurch has proved, and still is proving, itself 
to ,be,. an unmitigated scourge,a blight upon the. land. 
and. the people,. and a par~lY'8ing influence in its' political 
and economic life . 

If the Papacy weJ,"e stripped of its religious disguise, 
and shown to be what it really 'is, a political power, seek­
ing world dominion; if it were recognized as 'a Fifth' 
Column, 'alien to the principles of Democracy, and the 
avowed enemy of all free peoples, and a menace to the 
untrammelled opera'tion of all demo'cratic systems', it 
would not. 'be tolerated for a 'month in any country of 
the world. 

We shall make no inroads whatever upon Roman 
Catholicism until we recognize·its titterly"anti-'Christian 
character, and become aware of its political machinations, 
and treat it as. it ought to be treated, a's . 'the enemy of 
'all freedoms, to which oilr Evangelical principles commit 
us. 

I have been speaking of three Divisions in the Devil's 
-army. There are many others,. of course, among pag·an 
religions, 'and especially Mohammedanism. But the 
three of which I have spoken ai'e: Religious Modernism, 
Communism i~ all its aspects, and Roman Catholicism, 
or V:ati'canism. All these armies of the prince of dark­
ness 'are arrayed against Ghrist and His gospel. 

We need never expect to see any real division b,etween 

. / 
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. these forces, for 'Satan is never divided against himself. 
Modernism ha:~ already proved one of the greatest allies 
of CommunIsm; and Oatholicism is' the Islhmaelitish son 
of the bondwoman, the Hagar upon whose forehead a 
name is written:· "MYST.ERY; 'BABYLON THE 'GREAT, 
TH:E MOTHER OF HARliOTS and ABOMINATIONS 
OF THE EARTH". ~Both are dictatorial, authoritarian, 
totalitarian systems, an'a it is true of each that it "gener-
et~ to bondage". . 

It will not be surprising to see 'Communism 'and Roman­
ism ultimately in cooperation. PHate and Herod always 
beco1Jle friends where God's truth is at issue.. The Pope 
calls himself the "Vicar of Christ". I·am sure that he 
is the very opposite. ISatan learned the necessity of unity 
of command' lon~ before the Allies le~rned it in the first 
Great War; and however many divisions of whatever 
race or colour,may'respond to Sa:tan's call to arms, over 
the whole army' Satan will retain his command as general­
issimo, .and until he. is. destroyed by the conquering 
Christ, the··Pope will remain his chief of staff .. 

I. Roman Catholicism :can never win 'against 'a true Prot­
estantism. If .p.rotestants will return to the Bible, preach' 
once again the d~ctrine of the cleansing blood, 'and of 
justification' by faith; ·and if, while doing so it win ex­
'pOse and identify the "perpetual person" of the Papacy 
as the Antichrist of all the 'ages, which may ultimately 
find flower 'and fruit in 'some unu'sual personality, 'who 
sp.all be sitting upon t1).e seven hills, when the 'white horse 
and his Rider come down the skies, then will he be con­
sumed with the breath of His mouth, and destroyed 
with the brightness of His coming. , ,. . 

In the meantime,· bet~een moral opposites, between 
light ahd darkness, between good and evil, between' 
. rjghteousness.and \lnrighteousness, between· truth and 
untru'th, oetween GodaIid the Devil, there can' be no' 
p.eutral ground: we must take sides with :the Holy Scrip­
tures, with Jesus Christ.as the Lord of life, 'and with. 
the' 'Holy Ghost 'as the Energy by which the war is to 
be Waged. _ And'. so, unceasiJ;lgly must we QOntinue the 
struggle until. we are a'ble at last to .say: "I have fought 
a. good fight,) hav~ finished my cOurse, I have kept the 
faith: henceforth there i·s laid up for me a crown of 
righteoll'sness,'which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give me at that day." . 

(These lines are as pertinent to-day as when first written, 
and 'apply to .all, countries). -

TO ENGLAND 
By William CoWper . r 

Hast thou adriritted, ·with a blind fund trust, 
. The lie ,!;ha't ~urned our fat4ers' bones 'to dust; 

That ~rst adJud~d them heretics, that sent --
Their souls to heaven, and cursed them as they went? 

The He thaJt Scripture strips of its disguise, . 
And execrates above all othedies; . 
The lie that claps a lock on mercy's plan, 
~nd gives the key to yon infirm old man, 

Who, once ensooncedton 'apo'stolic chair 
Is deified, and li!i'ts omniscient there; 
'.l1helie that knows no kindred, owns no friend 
But him thaJt makes its pl"o'gress his chief end; 

.\That having :spilit ilDuch blood makes thaJt a 'boast, 
And cap.onize!! ~im' that sl1ed the most? . 
'Away with charity Ithat soothes a lie . . '-
A~d 'thrusts the truth with/scorn and anger by:tt 

..,.' 

. Shame on the candor, 'and the gracious ,smile 0 

Bestowed on them that lIight the .martyr's pile! 
, While insolent disdain in frowns expressed, 

.Attends the tenets IthaJt endured the test. 

Gran't them the rights of men; and while they cease. 
To vex the peace of others, grant them peace; 
By trusting bigots whose false zeal has made 
Treachery their duty, thou art self..lbetrayed. . 

PERON "STEALS" LA PRENSA 
FrOm The Toronto S,tar: . 

COMMENT OF "THE GOSPEL WITNESS": The dictator­
Ship of Peron ·'and. his anti-li:beral.policies, and- his de­
termination t9 suppress freedcmi of speech "axe merely 
the political counterparts of the Roman Catholic doc- . 
trine of papal absolutism.. Peron has the supPort of .. 
the pries'tsand :the hlessing of .the pope 'and is simply 
putUpg into practice the principles whicih. lie ·at the 
root· of the R'01llanist philosophy. The da11y press in 
·free 'l'ands 'has perfOJ;med a good work in protesting 
yigorou'Sly and persistently against the high-handed 
act of I?ictator Peron; it has 'been unifortunate that 
they have been unwilling to lay .the finger of blame 
on 'the root \ where 'it rightly belongs, namely on the 
Roman Catholic Church 'and 'its ag4(ots. 

. Confiscation of ·the newspaper La Prensa by Presi9.ent· 
Juan D. Peron's Argentine gove!Dm~t ·is now complete. 
The goverm:nent-bossed federal 'COurt has' "valued" the 
newspaper at $1,366,915 and diTected .the state to pay rthis 
'amount to, ifue owners. But 'at the same time the go,!ern­
ment assessed La Prensa $2,306,764 in retroactive import 
duties wfhich it claims 'is 9ue \~n newsprint imported into 
A-rgentina since 1939. The ne't-resuit !is that the owners 
wil'l get nothing. In fact, they now owe the state 'a size­
able sum. 

What 'a revealing .cOmmentary this i~ on Argentine jus­
ti'Ce. For it shOW's La Prensa was not expropriated; it 
was v'irtuaHystolen by Peron. The fine SpaniSh-language 
publication had one of t'~e most modern 'newspaper plants 
in the world and unquestionably its real value is .many 
times tlhe figure set by the COUl'!t. In fact, new printing 
presses, still unpacked, cost La Prensa mor~ tlhan 
$1,000,000 .• These presses were imported from rthe United 
States a year ago ·but never ins'tal'IOO' because of govern­
ment interfer~nce. 

The imposition I()f retroactive customs duties is equa'lly 
foul. . .Krgentina ,for many y~ars exempted newsprint'from 
import duties and still does in' the case of newspapers 
whiCh support Peron. Because La Prensa refused to bow 
to the government, and insisted upon foHow'ingan inde­
pendent course, 'an attempt was made in 1946 to coHect 
import duties on ·the newsprint 'it imported. Despite the 
fact th'at the national treasl,1'l'Y's attorney ruled at that 
time- that the suit was without foundation, 'the case !bas 
now been revived 'by Peron and La Prensa was given 'only 
three days to pay the $2,306,764. 
. A sma!1ler assessment has been levied against La N aoicm~ 

The 'last independent newspaper of 'any size in ArgentiJ}·a. 
If' the' government 'insil'lts upon. payment, owners of La 
Namon say they will be forced to suspend publication . 
Peron wi'l'l rthen have accomplished 'his aim of ridding the 
country of a free press. 

It fis still not clear what Peron intends to do witlh La 
Prensa, 'altlhough he 'announced on May 1 that it would be 
handed over to· "the workers in 'Phe form they indicate" 
after expropria·tion is complete. The labour movement 
in Argentina, o!f course, is. controlled by ·the government. 

. '1,"his ,final Ch'apter in the seizure of La Prensa clea,r'ly 
illustrates 'the dictatorial ·character. of 1lbe Peron govern- . 
ment.· For in silencing ,La Prensa because it. dared to 
criticize 'his pali'Cies, Peron is fo'l!l'OWing the example ~ 
Hitler, Stalin, Mussolini 'and the world's other dictatorS. 

Bu t La Prensa wHI not soon oe forgotten by freedom': 
loving people. tlhe world over. Nor should 'it· be .. ·For i~ 
is a warning that wIthout freedom of the press to defend 
Uberty 'and justice there ·can be' no real . justiCe and 
freedom. . . 

/ 



~. 

8 (264) 

,. 

r 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOGATE August 16, 1951 

·0]4t .Jaruis o8trttl ,ulptt 
Climbing Up S~~e Other; Way 

\ A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields . 

Preached in Janis IStreet Baptist Church Toronto, Sunday Ev~ing,. Aug~st 12·tl!.., 1951 
(Stenographically Reported) 

"V.erllY, verily, I say unto you, he that entereth not by !fJhe door into the 8heep­
fold, but cllmbeth up some other w~, the same is 'a thie~' and a robber."-John 10 :1. . 

I "SUPPOSE there are few Chapters in the New Testa- How stupid ·men·are in respect to matters of religion! 
ment with which we all 'are more fammar ·than ~his Barnum once 'said that the public liked to be humbugged; 

tenth chapter -of the gospel of John, the parable' of the and I venture to believe there lis no. sphere of life 'in 
. shepherd and the sheep. And yet I think it is llrobable which 'men and women are more readily'humbugged ·than 
that mo'st people pass over the fil'lSt verse of the chapter . in the realm of religion. We hear,·,indeed, a great deal 
without giving it-very much attention. I ·want you to .of racketeering, of people whocunn-ingly exploit credu­
look, therefore, at ,this .. comparatively unused passage lous and s·imple soul,s to their oWn advantage, and to 
this evening. " the' 1()&S of their victims. ,But upon no plane is' that 
. The yerse I have rea:d" to ~you 'speaks of 'a certain ex-. . principl~ of racketeering more generally, "and widely, 
elusive' "door" into the sheepfold, and of the "sheepfold". and, extravagantly pra~ti-sed than on the plane of re­
itself, and of tP-e severe r~trictions, which exclude all Jigion-'all ,because men of themselves, in respect to 
from the sheepfold who enter not by the one and only spiritual matters 'are utterly dense. 
door. ' . . . A man' insures his car against poeai·ble damage. <to 

I. . himself, or ,to anyone who may be in collision with his 
We need not speculate as to the significance of the door vebi"cle. 'He wants to protect. himself agaInst damages 

into the sheepfold, for our Lord Himself has eXplained which the Court may. assess against him. But 'he: never 
it: "I am the door" of the sheep. But at the same time thinks of insuring himself in respect tos-piritual matters, 
He safd, "He that entereth in by the door is the shepherd against the spiritual damage he may suffer, or may -
of the sheep". He described Himself as the good S:ttep- inflict upon others.' He takes no care for that sphere 
h~rd Who layeth down His' life for the sheep .. It is not of danger in which J1e must move; 'and for his deeds 
really ·a mixture 'of metaphor here, but a duality in the therein, must some day give an account before a Judge 
figures emp~yed. OUR LORD DESCRIBES HIMSELF AS BE- Who will m'ake no mi-stakes. 4gainst that men are fool­
ING' BOTH THE 000.»0 AND THE ·SHEPHERD. it' requires· ish enough to accep't the risk, without attempting any 
many figures 'adeq..rately to portray the ineffable irIory insurance. 
of our Lord Jesu~ Chrisi. We often sing it:, The man puts much of the f~uit of his labour into a 

dweIIing..ihouse, wherein' he . may . live and find ·shelter 
"Join'aU the glo~ous names ' and comfort for himself and f. or his family. Then, in Of wisdom, love, and power, 
That mortals ever knew, case disaster should overtake him, he insures his house 

I That angels ever bore: ., against fire, and· other kinds of damage. :But in .respect 
AU are too mean to speak :ms worth, to ·a s'helter for his soul, he is utterly careles!S, makes no 
Too mean to set my Sa:viour forth." provision, seeks no. insurance whatever against damage'· 

I,t requires more than on!! figure .properly <to portray the tha't may be eternal in its consequences. 
glorious character, and multiform ministry of the Lord" Nowadays people insure their bodies against -sickness, 
Jesus Christ.' He is both the 'Shepherd and the Door. and societies and companies are multiplied, into which 
. He is the Shepherd of tlie sheep. The Bible does not men put a modicum of their earnings. and secure for' 
highly compliment human nature: rather it describes us th~mselves, in the even.t of their being ~vertakeil by 
just as weare.' I suppose we 'should, none-of us, feelmness,., proper hospitalization and medical' care. But 
very much complimented by being likened to sheep, 'espe- though the Iroul may be afflicted with a deadly disease 
cially those of us who imagine that we have a fairly good that muat have a .fatal issue, 1lhe man is carele8'S' of the 
.instrument above our shoulders, and an intelligence that ~uirement.& of his 'Soul,and makes nb provision what~ 
is capable . of doing great things. 'That is true on the ever agaiiist danger,and, indeed, 'against certain 'damage 
natural plane; but spiritUally we have very little intelli- and destruction. ' 
gence. We are likened to the most stupid of aU ani111J1,lB; I could 'multiply illustrations of that principle, of how . 
and our Lord is the Shepherd of a . lot of very Btupid careful, and. prudent, and provident; people are in respect 
sheep. . . to the evanescent things of e~, mere temporalities,. 

How difficult it is to persuade men of their spiritu'aI while they.are utterly negligent, .cOmpletely careless, iIi. 
ineompetence, of their utter inability, of themselv~ to respect to tl,1e long result_s of the soul's Hving' .on this 
understand the things .. of ·the spiritual world! We are, planet. . , 
indeed, a very foolish race, a lot of very stupid sheep, I heard of a 'man wh() became 'a mini'ster, of some ·sort. 
who would 'be entirely lost were it not for the wisdom . Ere long he grew weary of !his task, fOr, h~ said, "P~ple 
and grace of th~ greatS·hepherd. care nothiqg fo'r ·their souls." ·So he abandoned the min-
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i.g~ry, and prepared :hims-elf for 'the practice of medicine. and -have cultiyated His fellowship, and lSOught His help, 
He was graduated in ,due course, -ana began bios practice. you -are very foolish indeed. ..' 

. When met 'by 'a friend, who inquired, "How are you Sheep are as helpless as 'they are foolish, ,and that is 
, getting along?" he said, "Oh, much better t4;an as a another reason why they need 'a Shepherd, to take car~ 
~ergyman. I itrave discovered that people care a great of them. Most animals have some mean's of -self-defence. 
deal more for their bodies th~ they do' for their souls;" Try it on your cat, or your dog,and you will find out. ' 

After -a while' he grew weary IOf the practice of medi- But a sheep '-is an easy prey to devouring wolves, or to 
cine, and stu dried' Iaw. He was called to the bar 'aI\d any of its very many natural flOes, and it has no'means 
became a practicing barrister. After 'some time the 'same of defending itself against them. That' is 'why it needs­
friend met hoim" and said, "I hear you have changed a shepherd always on guard 'to see the wolf coming, and 
your profes'sioD' again. ·and, have 'become 'a lawyer?" to guard the sheep against its ravages. ' 
He said, "Your report is quite correct." "And how are You remember the -story of David, and of how he pre­
you faring now?" "Oh, still better, for I have, -learned 'sented his creden'tials to 'Saul, when he said, "T,hy servant 
that men 'care very much more for getting the better of kept his father's sheep." They were entrusted to his, 
each other, than they do for either their bodies or their care, and he kept them; notwithstanding when bo,th a 
souls." How true that is, and how utterly stupid we lion' and a bear sought to devour his helpless charges 
are!' 'he went after them, ,and slew them and delivered the 

'Perhaps you have hea'rd the somewhat 'hackneyed stOry" lamb lOut of 'their mouths, and thus securely "kept" ¥s 
ofa king who, of qld time, had' ·a jester 'to keep him in father's sheep. So,' my dear friends, the Lord Jesus 
good ·humour. It was the duty of the jes·ter, when he keeps us. Thus did He pray to His Fa'ther, "While I 
s'aw the clouds gathering on his master',s brow, ,to 'bring was with them in the world, I kept 'them In Thy name; 
him some humorous story to chase away the gloom. tho'se that Tliou gavest me I' have kept, and none of 
They were 'accU'stomed to call the jester, "Fool," without them js lost." . ' 
an 'article, either definite or indefini·te. ' 'While 'abroad 'a year or so 'ago one' Sunday afternoon 

One day the king said ·to him, "Fool, I have just learned we motored from Athens to Corinth, and we met several 
'that ere long I must start on a long journey." The jester companies 'of 'sheepherders. Shepherds led the way wibh 
expressed the hope that it would be pleasant and pros- their flocks, 'and -then a little behind them a convoy of, 

- perou's,' and that in due course he 'W9uld return happy ox carts came, wi·th women and children. The shepherds 
and well. "But," said' the king, "I don't expect to re- were leading the sheep to 'a place of past9'rage, and a 
tu'rn. This will be the longest journey I have ever taken, place to 'stay. where they might set. up their tents, and ' 
and I pave'no expectation of ever returning." 'find rest for ·the night. 'Sheep don't kriow how to find 

Once in the days of his health and strength,,' when a place IOf 'rest, but the ,shepherd does; and He is ",the 
the king had been especially' amused, he handed the ~hepherd of the sheep!! because 'He knoWS that this world 
jester a staff, a wal'king stick, or something of 'that is full of weary labourers, tired pilgrims, .who know not 
sort, and s'aid, "Here, Fool, is a present from your where to find rest for their trou,bled spirits. ,But He, 
master. You may keep it until you find someone who HimSelf, is ready to lead them into -rest, and find them 
is '8: greater fool 'bh'an yourself; 'and when you do, you shelter for );he night. 
may give him the 'staff/' Why did our Lord say, "I am the' doo,r" of the sheep, 

When on this occasion the king told the jester of his as '!Dell as the '~Shepherd of the sheep"? In what sense 
prospective journey, whicll was' to be so 1~)Dg, the' jester are we, His ,sheep, to enter in, by the door, into the 
said, "I hope your Majesty has made adequate prepara- sheepfold,?· How does the '8'h~pherd become the Door? 
'tion' for the journey, and' that you are perfectly ready." There i's, of course, the weight ,and wealth of the' 
"No," ~aid the 'king, "I have made no preparationrft"ha:t- teaching of t~e Word of God 'behind this metaphor, and 
ever; I am entirely unread~ for the leap in the darK that we have ,to remember that the foes which we have reason 
I must take." "And you have known this for some time?" so 'greatly to fear, are not foes clothed with flesh and 
"Yes, for a long time." ,"And .. you :have made no prepa- blood.' We are 'admonished not to fear those who have 
ration?o" "Absolutely none." "Then," said the fool, power to kill the body only, !bu't to fear him who has 
"My Master; I return the staff to you, which' you gave power to 'cast soul and body into hell .. 
me with ins'tructions to give it to the first man I met We -are growing accustomed now to figures to which 
who ~as 'a greater fool than I. I, too, ~ust take the earlier genera1;i-oJ).s were entire strangers. We read', 
'sam!,!, Journey, ,but I know where I am gomg, 'and what - not of millions but "of billions and, of hundred'S of 'billions 
my destination is; and full preparation is' made so that to be, spent-~hat for? FlO; 'defence! To defend our­
I may start any moment." selves 'against those who have power to kill the' body. 

True, we are a foolish lot. Sheep 'are! That is why I grant you that is a serious matter, and we need to be 
they need a shepherd. That is why you 'and I need Some- "able to defend ourselves, and those we love, against 
body to ·take care of us; and why we ought to be pro': physical injury and destruction. But no machine guns, 
foundlyinterested in the' 'story of the glOod shepherd or 'atom 'bombs, or hyd~gen bombs, or :any kind of physi­
who giveth his life' for his stupid sheep. cal defence, can protect us 'against those "p~incipalities" 

You ~ay, "I am not stupid. I have 'been 'to college and and "powers" 'and "rulers of the da~kneS6 of this' world, 
to university. I have my degree, and I :have learned against spiritual wickedness in high places" who are 
much wisdom ,from my teachers. I am not' easily qe-- posseSsed of such 'dreadful power that they have power 
ceived." The pity is, my dear frlends, ,that some who even to destroy the 'soul. 
thus boast of their wisdom, are among those who are How shall we defend ourselves in that higher spiritual 
least prep~red' for the journey they must take. There is realm? 'How, indeed,- shall we get into it so that the' 
only One Who maketh wise unto salvation; and unless door m'ay admit 'Os, not merely toa physical refuge, !but 
you have some 'acquaintance w.ith that good Shepherd, into some 'kind of refuge against which "principalities;' 



-

10· (266) .~ GOSPEL WITNESS ~d PROTESTANT ADVOCATE' Aug~st _ 16 •. 1951-

and "powers" :have 'no might?, How shall we understand 
that realm of the unseen? What do we know about 
"principalities" and "powers" and· "the ruler:s of the 
darkness of this world"? NO,thing at all/ We have 
never seen th~m, but He Who is One with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, is a Spirit. "No man hath -seen God 
at any time", 'and as we have not seen these Ilpi,ritual 
forces which are mo'bilized \for our destruction,' s() are. 
we equally incapable of visualizing those spirit~al war-­
riors who come ,to us. We must have a "Shepherd Who 
is physical as well ·as :spiritual,and Who is mighty in 
bOth realms, and so, though "No man hath seen God 
at any time, the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath deelared him." And He 
came s-o ,that we might see 'Him, and be 'able to construe ' 
God in terms of Ins physical disclosure in the Person 
of His Son, for 'said He, "He that hath seen me 'hath 
seen the Father." So He became Man that He might live 
our life for us, mad'e under the law that He might work 
out, in our behalf, as our Substitute, a vicarious· right­
eousness. And then in 'due course He laid down His 
life ,that, by 'a ,life of infinite value, our s-ins might be 
expiated, and that there might be forgiveness w~-th Him, 
that we might be forgiven, -and He might be feared. 

So you s-ee, He be'comes a Door, which we can see, 
which we can understand because ~e has come to us in 
terms of. His human nature, and we are 'admonished 
'00 "let ·this mind be in (us') which was also in Christ 
Jesus." 

But joined with that human nature is.' that divine Per­
sonality; Who is the Head of all principalities 'and powers; 
'and thus it is .... written, "Ye are complete in him, which 
is the head of 'alI principality and power." And He is 
the Door which :admits the whole man, spirit, 'soul, and 
body, into a new life, by virtue of His life in oJI·r 'behalf, 
His death 'in our stead, His resurrection, 'and His ascen­
sion to the Father's right hand, and Hi's intercession 
there-He is the Door of. the sheep, The most expensive 
Door ever used. . I -saw, when one of the big banks here 
wa~ in process of construction, an illu'stration in the 
paper of the maiIi vault door of that bank, I forgot how 
many tons it weighed. It was -secured by 'a most intricate 
combination lock, so that it could not· be broken, even 
by dynamite, 'so that people might be able to put their 
earthly treasures behind that vault door, "and lock it 
up and ·say, "Now it is safe". 

But what door will shut us' in from that great burglar, 
the Devil, who is our adversary?· What combination 
can be invented by the 'skill of man, which his satanic 
wisdom cannot discover? There i's no refuge there. 
Hence we' need Him Who .is the Door of the sheepfold, 

~ through 'Whom we may enter in, 'and, in a sense, be 'saved. 
Both t'he Door and 'the Shepherd is He. 

II. 

And He is the Door INTO THE SHEEPFOLD. Can any­
one tell us what the sheepfold represents? Our Roman' 
Catholic friends would ·tell us it represents the 'Church, 
and that the Romail 'Catholic Church is the only re~illy 
d'ivinely designed sheepfold. But I am sure that many 
have gone from the Roman 'Catholic Church to perdition. 
They did n:ot .nnd s-alvamon. 'in the Ohurch; nor are they 
better off who. trust to 'any non-Romanist institution, 
whether -it be' Anglican, or Presbyterian, or' United 
Church, or Baptist. From' all' these fellowships people 

who have deceived themselves, perhaps, and some who 
have deceived others 'have departed to that place "~here 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched". 

No; you do not enter the sheepfold by attending or 
joining the Church. No church can protect you; no 
church can save you; no ordinances,' no 'ceremony, no 
priests, no ministel"S, no offici-als' of any sort can stand­
between the soul; and the' perils which surround it. There 
mus·1J be a better sheepfold than that. What can we 
gather from this itext?, "By me if any man. enter in, 
he' shall be saved'!. 'So- that the sheepfold is a state of 
sal'lJ(J)tion of some sort, a place where grace reigns 
through righteoUsness unto eternal life. 

'That 'is ·the sheepfold 'in which we are interes-ted; and 
it is inoo ·that we enter -through Jesus 'Christ, and pa~s 
from death unto life, from darkness into light, from 
poverty to wealth, from loneliness to the society of..... 
angels, from the power of darkness 'into .the kingdom 
of God's dear Son. That i;s' the sheepfold, the state of . 
salva'tionmade possible to every one of us by the abound­
ing grace of God to us in 'Ghrist Jesus. 

Well, then, I might s'ay of this sheepfold here at last 
we find security; here we may find s'alvation; ·for in 
thIs same chapter the good Shepher.d says' of His 'sheep, 
"I give unto them eternal life; and ·they shall never 
per·ish, neither shall any man' pluck them out of my 
hand". We 'are safe in Christ. 

You rememPer the story of Gethsemane, .and of how 
they 'came with' lanterns, ·and with ,staves, to ·take Him. 
And ·the .good Shepherd, knowing those devouring wolves·, 
stepped before Hi,s disciples, and said, "W'ho~ seek ye? 
They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth." And He .said; 
"I am he, they went backward, and fell to 'the ground. 
Then asked he .them -again, Whom 'seek ye? .... And they 
said, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus 'answered, I have told 
you that I 'am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these ·go 
their way". He faced the wolves'of -the pit alone. He 
went to the place of danger and of destruction alone. 
The good 'Shepherd, 'in order that the sheep might. be 
s-afe, laid down His Hfe. So 'between us and all danger 
now stands the ris'en Saviour, as Aaron stood between 
the ~ad and ·the living, and the pi-ague was stayed. 
Entering in through Christ, we have eternal security, 
and 'we are saved for ever. I 

That being so the soul at last fonds rest. What restless 
souls we ·are, "troubled on every side, full of fear of dan~ 
ger. Wa!s ever the world more fearful than -jot is to-day? ... 
I read last week of a company of· meri gathering in Ot­
tawa, composed of several doctors,' and morticians, who 
were considering plans for mass burial, because, in the 
event of war, one bomb might destroy as many as ten 
tho'usand lives at once, ·and they were considering the 
possi·bili-ties of identification, and they reached the con­
clusion' that they might -have to be ready to 'bury the dead 
without idEmtifying lhem. Included among the phy.sici·ans 
was the man who had had ~xperience seeking 00 iden'tifY 
the dead of the Soteamer Noronic, which was burned 
some time ago at the wharf here.' What a gFuesome 
study 'that was, was it not? Why were ·they so .engaged, 
if it were not the world is so full: of fear that peopl~ 
everywhere feel that -anything may occur 'at 'any ,time. 

Where shall we find security from eternal des:truction? 
}Viy dear friends, only 'in the Lord Jesus 'Christ. ,We have 
it here in one of the old hymn books.....:..I wish we had it 
in ours: 

\ 
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"Wh'ence, 1!hen, these fears 'and unbelief, 
Since God the Father. put to gr.ief 

His spotless Son for me? 
Can He. the Righteous Judge ~ men" 
COndemn me for that ioad of sin 

Which, Lord, was [aid on Thee? 

"Since Thou hast my> discharge procured, 
And freely -in my place endured 

The whole of'wrath divine, . 
Payment ,God wHJ: not twice demand, 
First from my bleeding surety's band, 

And then agaIn 'a:t mine". 

"There is' therefore now no condemnation" having­
entered through'the Door of the sheepfold, we find eternal 

, security in Christ, and eternal rest. 
The sheep did n'Othing. 'Speaking of the fold,' the 

good Shepherd spoke about "other sheep I have, which 
are oot of this fold: them 'also I mJU8t, bring." It is all 
of grace. We 'have done noth'ing but consent to being 
brought, by the everlasting arms, within the circl,e of 
the 's-aiety of ,the divine sheepfold: "He !that is entered 
into his 'rest, ihealso hath ceased from his own works, 
as God did/from his." 

We heard Friday night of the 'critical illness of Brother 
Josephus Baker, whn was for many years usher here. 
He has ushered many of you to your seats. Mr. Slade 
and I went to Guelph to 'S'ee him yesterday. He was 
very ill; but he was 'stiU able to talk, and' we talked with 
him of the things of 'God; and he wa,s firm in his con­
viction that all was welt Now he is at rest, yes, and 
he h{ls unbroken peace. One could well 'say, seeing him 
yesterd'ay, "Let me die the dea'th of t'he righteous, and 
let my last end be like his". It isa great thing to be, 
safely folded by" :the divine Shepherd, to be ,in the sheep­
fold into which no wolves may enter, there to find security 
and rest, and everlasting peace. 

I cannot close without reminding you· THAT THERE 
ARE 'THOSJ!l~WHO DESPISE THE DOOR, AND YET HAVE SOME 
RESPECT FOR THE SHEEPFOLD. There are those who would 
fain possess 'themselves' of eternaI salvation, but they 
'would find it in some other way ,than in the way divinely 
appointed through 'Christ. So they try. to climb up into 
the sheepfold some 'Other way. And 'Our Lord here desig­
nates ,them, 'as "thieves 'and robbers." 

'Would you like to 'be called 'a "'thief" or a "r.obber"? 
But 'if you hope for salvation in any other way than 
~hrough 'Christ, that is exactly what you are. If you 
seek salvatron in any other way than through Christ, 
that i's exactly what you 'are. God has made all things 
for Himself: "The heavens decl'are the glory of 'God, \ 
and the firmament sheweth his handywork." This whol~' 
created order reflects the glory of its divine Creator. 
He has devised a plan of salvation which will se'cure 
His glory, 'and ,there i,s no other way. 

Now there is nothing that· glorifies the Lord Jesus 
Christ like the salvati'On of 'souls. I 'was 'almost coming 
to you with 'another text this evening: "He shall glorify 
me". That is' the exclusive prerogative of the Holy 
Ghost., No one else can glorif.y"Jesus Ohrist; and if He 
i8 glorified through you, then He must be glorified by 
~he ministr?" of the 'divine Spi~·H. He who. forces his way 
mto the kmgd'Om 'Of God, who even contemplates the 
possibility, i's, in his .heart, a thief 'and 'a robber. He 
would take to 'himself the glory which be'longs to Jesus 
only, and he would steal for himself such security as ca9 

, . 

be given to him only by the wounded Han1ds of the Lord 
Jesus. " ' 

How full the world' is of thieves 'and robbers, people 
who exploit religion, and who offer salvation at a price! 
And the greatest ,thief and robber of all, I think i,s the 
Roman Cath'Olic Church-not a way of s'alvation, though 
some Roman Catholics may be' saved; but the instituti'On 
'itself is a den of thieveS' and robbers who would sell, at 
a price, that which 'God ·would make His ovy'n sovereign 
gift,-the salvation of the soul: 

A leading business man of th"is' city 'Said- to me some 
years ago, that during the last war iie attended 'a lunch­
eon at which plans were discussed for the launching of 
one of the drives for some chari-table purpose. Seated 
at .the 'table beside him was CardinaI McGuigan. He said, 
"I knew we had not much in common, but for want of 
something bett~r to say, I turned- to him and said, 'The, 
Balkan's must be giving the Pope a great deal of anxiety 
just now'." He said, "The ICardinal smiled, and replied, 
'Not at all. He 'is no-t worried about the Balkans'. 'Why 
not?' 'Oh, ther,e is no wool 'on those sheep'." _ 

In a sentence the Cardinal defined the philOSophy of 
the whole Roman Catholic Church. That is, the psychol­
ogy of purgatory, the 'saying of masses, the doing of 
penances, the pay-pay-pay, all the time for that which 
-they have no authority to sell, and cannot seH, 'but which 
i,s 'God's free gift. 

Bu,t others than Romanists who would essay the task 
of saving' their souls 'by human eifort, and ignoring and 
neglecting, 'and, 'indeed" repudiating the one and only 
Door, throug,h which entrance may legitimately be ob~ 
tained, are described as thieves, and robbers. Let us 
not try it. Let us be content to come 'to Him W'ho is 
the "Door", the "Door" which divides ,between light and 
darkness, between rigliteoil'sness and unrighteousness, 
between life and death. We can find 'access to the divine' 
presence, and eternal 'security, and everlasting felicity, 
in that city of which QUI" friend, Brother Marsden sang 
this evening, only as we come, l~ke little children, in 
simple faith to the Lord Jesus Ghrist, ceasing from our 
own works, and putting, our whole trust lin Him, Who 
is the Shepherd and the Door of the s'heep. 

Let us pray: 

We thank 'I'hee, 0 Lord, that we have not to save our­
selves. We th'ank The,e tlrat grace has relieved us of even 
essaying this impossible task, and that Tliou hast come to 
uswi,th Thy free gift. 

Grant that this evening ilf tlbere be anyone who has not 
received thIs gift, t'hat 'he or she may come to-night as a 
poor sinner, 'and nothing at aU, that Jesus Christ may be 
their Ali in An. 

'For Thy name's 'Sake, we ask it, Amen. 
, 

I 

LIGHT IN DARKNESS 
It is a lonely and chilling experience to sit in the dark­

ness. And ,the gloom and the cold are all the more in­
tense when there is death in theh.ouse. In such condi­
tions we are in need of light and fire. 

·Where can we 'get this living light except in the· Lord 
Jesus Ghrist? Everything 'else is candIeli-ght! It fails 
us in the midnight. It flickers amid conflicting currents. 
It goes out in the rough 'blast. The light of art and of 
literature fails me when I need them most. When I sit in 
the darkness, with death in the house, these kindly' min­

'isters :have no effective Ibeams. I turn to my Maker, and 
He shines upon me, 'and it is daybreak in 'the soul! 

-1. H. JOWE~T 
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AN OPPORTUNITY· FOR A 'GOOD INVESTMENT 

THE GOSPEL WITNES'S does not adverti'se, for the 
reason that we 'S'hould most Ukely be beld accountaple 

for the quality of the good's' 'advertised. 'But 'fHE ~OSPEL 
WITNESS has great pleasure, 'always, in eomidending to 
God"s people objects in which' the money· 'with" which 
God has entrusted ·them may be wisely and securely 
invested. . 

Mr. Boyd's letter follows: 

Dr. T. T. Shields, 
130 Gerrard Street E'ast, 
Toronto, Ontario. 

Box 232, 
Sudbury, Ontario, 
June 5, 1951 .. 

'In 'a long experience in the ministry we have never' 
met anyone quit~ like John R. Boyd. HI;! went to Sudbury Dear Dr. Shields: 
years ago, without the backing of any Board, and with 'With gr~at joy 'and gratitude I received your 'letter iast 

week and thankfully Observed both your favourable reply 
o.l1ly. ten ·doUallS in ms po·cket. 'He began with nothing to our enquinr and your very gracious oiifer to promote the 
~but -the promises of 'God. 'HQ'W' many preach-ing sta- distribution of our Church bondS. 
tioD's 'he now h'as we 'are not quite sure. A. number of I was glad indeed to ,~ 'able to announce to our people 
churches have ,been formed from his ministry. 'The in- 'at Prayer'Meeting last Tuesday night that you were plan­
fluence of his radjo ministry cannot be estimated. He ning to be with us for the very specia!l occasion oIf the 
endeavours to follow up those who communicate with opening of our new buHding, September 2-4. X'fo further 

plans' Ihave !been made about the programme for tlhat ,oc- . 
him, and in doing 'so motors 'about twenty thousand miles 'Casion, but when ·there is something more definite I shall 
a year. He' allows nothdng to :interfere with his church',s gladly communicate With you. 
contribution' to the work of missions; 'and has waited for Regarding the 'bonds, f1;he 'Church has granted a first 
years to provide Ms flock. with a suitable building. Now rnnrtgage of $40,000 on its property to Guaranf1;y Trust 
the building is 'in proce. s's of erection, ·and will be cO.m- Company of Canada which they in turn ho'ld as trustees !for tlhe 1;lond purchasers. The 'bonds themselves are 'all 5% 
pleted by' ·September. . !bonds, but are three different maturities a,nd will be 'repaid 

When Jarvis Street ,Church was burned, we had.a d·if- 'according to two different schedules. We issued $25,000 
. worth of 20-year bonds in denominations of $100 and $500. 

ference :of 'at least $100;000.00 ·between insurance re- 'I1hese 'aTe repaYa!ble in equal annuaol payments of principal 
ceived and, the cost of reconstruction. As th'e ,building and interest ov~r ·the 20-year period from now until No­
was nearing completion, and we cas't about to obtain this vember 1, 1970. We 'have also "a small number oil honds 
large 'amount of money, we found it impo'ssible to borrow: maturing in 1955 and 1960. These 5 and 10-year bonds 
one dollar. That was in the Summer ~f 1939. The war earn interest of 5% !but only the interest wiU be paid unti'l 

<the 'bonds mature at which time the principal will 'aN be 
was in prospect, 'and we 'suppa'Be all financial .houses had paid in one ·payment. .' . -
been warned to. conserve their resources. We 'are very 'glad that 'a goodly ,number of our own 

At last we issued a' mortgage bond. l't was· issued as people and tlhe triends whom tlhe Lorg has given us in other 
other bonds for commercial 'and' municipal institutions pl'aces have taken 'advantage o~ <this opportunity to invest 

:f:their moneY' in this way and thus to make it meet this 
are is'sued. The whole matter was put into the hands of urgent ne~d in the Lord's work; and 'at the s'ame time to 
a Trust Company, and the whole transaction was carried earn them ionterest. much greater than ·they could get 
out according to law. throug'h the ban'ks or Governm.ent bonds. " 

'Then'-we went to work to sell our bonds. The bonds Competent· ·assessors have estimated :the vaolue of the 
were held in 'trust by the Trust 'Company, and when f;~~by 'a;!£!j;. .~~o a~ale:f\:~e m~r~~~ ~:s p~; 
they received the money for 'a bond of $100. or $500. or rota'l amount of the loan. The Church ·bas been careful not 
$1,000. they is'sued a bond against it. We are h'appy to to commit itse1!f to paiyments which 'are likely to become 
say' that ~ur own mortgage fund provided :far, more too difficult, hut we have raised during the past few years 

for the BUilding.Fund purposes tlhrough regu'lar giving far 
money for the redemption of the honds 'as they matured, in excess of what it will require to meet our commitments 
than th,e eontr!lct requi'red. We .were ,able, not .only to ,for. th~. rel?Ryment of th~~ bonds. Th'7elfore, we have no 
redeem all the honds 'as they matured but redeem some- 'hesltatIon In recomm~ndmg to .the Lor!l s people that what 
,/I... 'l"k $ 0 00 f b d f .'. d L1..· 'money t'hey h'ave aval'lable for Investment can safely be put 
'I/lIlDg . 1 e 2 ,0 . 0 on s ar _l~ ·a vance of .1/l1eU to this cause with ,the assurance tlhat it willI serve a most 
t!1aturlty: People were glad to 'subs'cnbe for these bonds',. useful purpose now and bring to the ,investors returns well . 
and get five percent, rather than for Government' and worthwhile. ..' 
Municipal bonds, for which they received only three I 'am enclosing 'a copy of 'a sample Ibond that you may 
percent. The only complaints we had were that we had see it· for younelf,and I 'am sure that you wHI !find that 
n t r !bond's to s II all the arrangements we have made for the protection of 
o mo e· e . helpful friends are in order. 

Now the Sudbury "Baptist Church is do"ingthe ·same I regret tbat it is necessaTY to engage your time in this 
thing to provide money for their build·ing. We most eMort a!fter you Ihave 'already done SO much; but I am 
heartily, 'and wi·thout 'any reserve, recommend the bonds anxious to get :the rest of. the money which we require as 
of the 'Sudbury Baptist" Church 'as a reliable investment, ~n 'as .possihle' -that I may be relieved from this task in 

order more fully to apply myself to the other urgent needs 
upon which investors' will receive five percent. Tlhe of our ~ide field oIf service dUring the fast fleeting days of 
bonds will 'be handled by a Trust Company, just a'S were tote summer.. . . ' . 
the Jarvis 'Street bonds. Our own success in the matter 'If it would in any way assist your generous 'act for me 
leads 'us to recommend the bonds of Sudbury Baptist tp pay a visit to Joarvis Street and present the work per­
Church. son ally, I should be happy to do so at any time that you 

WQu'ld care to suggest. I am perfectly sure th'at the scope 
We-publish be"low a letter from Mr. Boyd, which we -of the fields \V!hich we serve, and the value of the service 

received last June. At that time there were difficulties rendered will convince 'I!,nyone who is .interested in a New 
"in' the way of pleading the- cause of· Sudbury in THE Testament programme that thill buildin'g wi'li'serve a uselful 
GoSPEL WITNESS, as we had. promised. Now 'and here-. purpose when it is ~blished 'as Ithe centre from whiCh 

·the Word goes fortlh with greater freedom to the many 
with we redeem iOur promise. places and phases of the Lord's work to which we m'i·nister. 
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1 rejoice greatly in your gra~ious .assistance of Mr. 
S'amuel Dempster. When we learned of his plans for the 
summer some time ago, our Church agreed to make a 
montihly contribution toward him in his need and this will 
be coming from time ,to time until he is restoreG.' 

.We are endeavouring to maintain our regular missionary 
glvlngS'in spite of our heavy 'buHding burden and are very 
happy 'a'lso because through the co-operation of our two 
Churches at Mi,nnow 'Lake 'and Lavigne, we are able .to 
undertake complete support of the ~eminary students who 
are l'abouring with us /for the summer mQnths. More and 
more we thank God for 'these and for the effectiveness 
with Which. they -are reaching out to needy souls whom we 
could not reach without them. 

Once -again sincerely thanking you for blessings :received 
through your help and for benefIts yet anticipated, 1 am, 

Yours in Him, 

JRB:DO 
J. ~. BoYD. 

Encl. ,. . 
P.S.~ln· dealing with ;the bond matter in THE GosPEL WIT- . 

, NESS, would you please remember the suggestion of 
the gentlema'n in Ha'lifax regarding small dnterest-

free loans. Perhaps it is not 'advisable to deal with 
these both at once, but 1 mention this iest it should 
'have siipped your mind.-J. R. B.' 

The postcript refers to avery kind suggestion made 
by a Halifax friend. He suggested that there might'be 
a good number of the Lord's people who would Ii-ke to 
make small loans of $100. or so, for a given period, 
without interest, as an investment in missions. We are 

. sure ·Sudbury Baptist 'Church would be ver,l glad if ,any 
of our friends feU like doing so. 

This 'appeal is not for ;a contribution for, any.thing, 
'but simply an announcement of a secu·re and profita·ble 
investment. 

If you -are interested please write Rev. John R. Boyd, 
Box "232, Sudbury, Ontario, at your earliest> convenience. 

·Any letters received in our office in response to this 
appeal, will immediately be forwarde,d to Mr. Boy~. 

. T. T. SHIELDS. 

W.ILL· THJS ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST' BE PUNISHED? 
AN extraordinary case h'as c,?me to light at Ste. Ger­

maine Boule, in Nor.thern Quebec. 'Pastor l.esHe G. 
Barnhaz:.t complained to the Post Office that he was not 
getting his mail. The Postmaster's daughter, and the 
PoStmaster himself confes'sedthat, by IOrders of the 
priest, they !had sent it on to the priest, and the priest 
had' burned it. I 

~ Weare told the Postmaster has been dismi'ssed. But 
what will he done to the priest? 

Three men in Toronto Post Office :at different times 
; were conv·icted of tampering with GOSPEL WITNESS mail, 

taking money from letters addressed to THE GOSPEL 
WITNESS. We understood at the time that the law in 
this matter was mandatory; and the Magistrate had no 
option but to send each of them to Kingston Penitentiary 
for three years. This was done. 

What i's to .be done to a priest who has deliberately 
used the 'authority of his office, (because people believe 
he has authority to send- their souls, to perdition,) to 
compel one of His Majesty's servants, in the person of a 
Postmaster, to deliver up mail, for the transmission of 
which postage ha's 'bee~ paid, toa Roman Catholic priest, 
who had no right to it?, The priest ·burned the mail, 
and confesses that he has pra'Cticed that for the past 
three or four years. Will he be punished? Both'the 
Postmaster General, and t'heCanadian Prime Minister 
are Roman 'Catholics. " 

The ,mail contained mimeographed' se~6ns, by Mr. 
Barnhart, .. and was sent from LaSarre; ~nd the priest 
burned them because "they would give people wrong 
ideas"! 

But we will let the public press report this matter. 
This i's from ·the Rouyn-Noranda Press, August ~th, 

Next Move Is_ Up To Ottawa 
. InveStigation by the Post Office Department into complaints 
by' Baptist Pastor Leslie G. Barnhal't ·that mail intended for 
Baptist followers had been intercepted and burned in Ste. 
Germaine Boule; 43 road miles northwest of Rouyn," has 
been completed, The Press has learned. 

Postal inspector W. L. Gagne; of North Bay, yesterday 
, told Mr. Barnhart that both -the postmaster of Ste. Germaine, 

Wilfred Begin, and the local priest, Rev. J; Mired Roy, had 
admitted their part in the clIISe. Both had told The Press 
last week !lihat the charges, contained in a letter from Mr. 
Barnhart to' the Postmaster General in Ottawa, had 'been 

. true. 

. Begin told inspector Gagne that he had instruc'tiOns- from 
Father Roy to takeal!l Baptist mail Ito the priest, and the 
latter said that he had burned it. Father Roy told The­
Press last week he had been doing this for iflhe past three 
or four years ,becaUSE! the letters,' containing mimeographed 
sermons ,by Mr. Barnhart and sent from LaSarre, "would 
give people wrong ideas." -. . 

Not Concerned With Priest 
The inspeCtor said that Begin had been replaced as post-

. master. He said the department was not concerned with 
the part played by !!;he priest, but he said Father Roy "had 
no DUsiness touching the mail." The incident, he said, had 
put the department in "a bad fix." 

The mspector a:lso said that there was no doubt but thaJt a 
law 'had been broken. He declared he w;ould make a full 
report, to the head ofij,ce in Ottawa and ~ furllher action 
would have ·to come from there. "They'll have to take action 
of some kind," he said. 

Canon Alphonse Lafreniere, chanoollor of the An;J.06 Dio­
cese, spoke to The Press last night in the absence of the 
bishop, Msgr. J. A. Desmarais, who was out of town. He 
said that he had no previous knowledge of the incident. 

I 

No, Support from Church 
"However," Canon Lafreniere said, '~rom what You tell me 

of it, I would say the church does not support Father Roy's 
actions. The church does not teach dis()bedience to just 
'laws." , -

He added 'IlhaII; he could not say whether the church would 
do anything about it. "I wiH study the incident," he declared, 
"talk to Father Rof,' and then see whether anything should 
be done on our part. ' 

Meanwhile, Mr. Barnhart disclosed the contents of a second 
letter to the Postmaster General~ expressing concern over a 
release from Ottawa to the effect t1ia.t Begin had been d.is­
missed, but for reasons which had nothing to do with his 
complaint. He said further that he had been informed that 
inspector Gagne had told townspeople of 'Ste. Germaine not 
to talk a!bout the case. 

Suspicions Aroused 
"Public suspicions are being aroused," he wrote, '''that Mr. 

Begin is not going to be prosecuted • • • it would be better 
if you could give' me some statement assuring that full justice 
will be done so that suspicions wiD not grow und·uly 'or be 
noised abroad again&t your departme1llt." _ 

Mr. Barnhart said he was satisfied with the turn of events. 
He said he knew a year ago that the post office at Ste. Ger­
maine was holding back mai~ 'meant for local Baptis't follow­
ers, because it was the onlf town from which there was no 
return-mail. He said 'he dId not know 'what to do because 
,it was against Baptist policy to hire iawyers or -press court 
cases. 

'~So we decided :to 'pray," he saicL "We decided to ask 

. ' 

o 
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-
the Lord 'about it, ,because it w.as the Lord',s work we were 
doing." " / 

'Incredible'. Event 
He said the inspector had told him it was unusu'a!. in such 

cases to be able to get proof. "It was almost incredible," 
said Mr. Barnlla.J.'lt, "that the postmaster's daughter should 
have come out so openly and tell us thatt ;phey had orders 
from the priest to withhold our mail. 

"It shows that the Lord honours His servants." 
Howard Kellick, ano'ther Baptist missionary, told The 

Press this week that a watch was 'being kept on mail going 
to another -community about 13 miles fro'm Ste. -Germaine. . 
He said that two· New Testaments had !been sent to a man 
in that community on different occasions, and tha.t neither 
had ,been -delivered. 

Hon. G. Edouard Rinfret, C.P.M.P., 
Postmaster General of Canada, 
Dominion 'Parliament Buildin'gs, 

Ottawa. 
Dear Sir,-

at the instigation of the local pries't, Wilfred Begin, post­
master of ~. Germ'aine Boule, 28 ·miJes north of here, told 
The Press last night that he had resigned. , . 

The· 'Priest, Rev. Alfred R.oy, mentioned in the complaint 
written to the Postmaster General by Mr. Barnhart 'and re­
produced on page 10 of this issue of The Prese, last mght 
admitted his part in the case. 

He said he had asked Pos'tmaster Begin to intercept a~rs 
coming .from the Baptist address in La Sarre, and that he,. 
personally, had burned them. He said he had 'been doing it 
for .three or four years. ' 
• LaSarre Had Hoses 

"In LaSarre," Father s8.id, "they had firemen and hoses 
to fight them. Here we 'haven't, so we use the weapons we 
can." , . /' 

The reason he did it, he said, was because the Ile'titers, 
which contained mimeographed sermons by Mr. Barnhart 
·sent once a month to persons requesting them, "wou'ld give 
people wrong ilieas." 

Tbits letter is to report to you a case of interference with 
His Majesty's maH, on the part of a, certain pos'tmaster, Mr. 

'Wilfred Begin, of Ste. Germaine, Boule, Abitilbi County, Que. 

Mr. Begin said he resigned voluntarily, "I did not know 
anything about the stoppage of mail," he told The Press. 
"My daughter has been taking care of the post office, and 

• I 'have not gone into ,i't for 'a long !time. 

Over a period' of time I have' been sending regwarlY to 
about a dozen persons there, marl which they ,have complained 
of not receiV'ing. I am a Baptist pa'stor, and missionary of 
Noranda Baptist Church, and :the Jetters concerned are 
mimeographed sermons 'Which I send once a month! to per­
sons requesting them, in envelopes as Ithird class mail. 

On Thursday, July 19, I visited a nUiniber of these people 
who declared they ,had not received 'any for· many months. 
So I went to the Post Office, and as Mr. Begin was away from 
home, I spoke with Miss Begin who was in charge. The con­
versation which foUows can ,be verified by two witnesses who 
accompanied me, Mr. Howard KiHick, student !Summer mis­
sionary worker, Box 6, Duparquet, Que., and Miss Eileen 
Veals, deaconess of Noranda Baptist Ohurch, ,200 First Ave., 
Noranda, Que. . ' , ' ' 

I told Miss Begin that I had :been send!ing m'ail which had 
not !been delivered, and she said, "Oh that is ·perhaps some 
mail from Sudbury, I think". I said, "Yes, from Sudbury 
(Another Baptist monthly p'aper is sent to 'them by a mini'ster 
in Sudbury), but I send some from La Sarre". She said, 
"Oh' yes. Well we :had 'some 'special orders about that mail." 
She was asked who 'gave the orders, and after hesitating a 
moment replied, "WeH, frankly, M. Ie Oure". i . 

. I told her the postmaster has not Ithe right to ta:ke any 
orders from the pries~t, but' that he is 'a public servant, and 
responsible to the Dominion to deliver 'al:li mail. She replied 
that the priest had some special ruling from the Government .. 

Then I asked what had been done wilth the 'mail, w.hether 
, I they had !burned or kept it, and s'he said the letters had all 

been given into the hands of the priest who "had taken them 
. away. . 

This alm~ incredible admission was made innocently by 
the .girl llecause she evidently Ibelieved 'the priest had au­
thority . from Ithe Government, which, of COUl'lSe, is impos­
sible. I am sure that the mails in 'Can:ada are not oll!ly free, 
but 'are also, to the best of your knowledge, safe. 'So I beg 
you 'take action in this case; and take the' :Jdberty of. sug­
gesting something else also. 

I have fairly' well-founded ,suspicions of the same sort of 
thing in at 'least one other Post-Office in this distriCt, where 
persons claim not to be receiv::ing mail. If in some way you 
could make an example of this case, or if some kind of warn­
ing could 'be ,issued to all the postmas'ters, it might save 
having :to bring accusations against others for the sallle 
offense. 

Trusting you wi.}} take the necessary action in tms 'case, 
and thanking you for your attention. . 

Sincerely yours, 
. L. G. Barnhart 

Box 22. 
La Sarre 

Pos!Master ResigDs After Mail Complaint 
.' By Al Braun 

Following a charge by Baptist ·Pastor Leslie B. Barnhart, 
of Noranda, that he 'had been interfering with Baptist mail 

He .said he had ,been replaced by Pierre Martel, owner of 
th'e Ste. Germaine generaJ store. '.' 

The Burning Of "Mail 

.• Editor, Citizen: I listened with alarm to the announcement 
. on the radio where a postmaster at Ste. Germaine Boule, Que., 

on the instructions of a priest, allegedly withheld certain 
letters which were subsequently ,burned by ,the priest. The 
postmaster is reported to have been dismissed. and rightly 
too, bu't what of the priest? . 
, I was atlways given to understand .that the instigator of 
an aciion was as much, or even more 'to blame than the one 
who actua:l!ly performed ,the deed, and tha,t the parents are 
often tto blame for the actions of their children.. Why then 
should a pnest, who is supposedly the father of his flock" 
get away with an action so flagrantly against the laws of 
the country? Are the authori,ties afraid to do anything; are 
the people going !flo let this sort of thing' go on, or are they 
just going to sit .back and do-nothing? . 

If the government cannot or will not, do anything in a 
case like this, what about the Church itself? Do they leave 
this man !in charge of his flock, if 90, what are the people 
themselves going Ito think if ,his action is overlooked? Nat­
urally if someone they look up to can get 8IWay with such 
practices, tlien o'bv::iously they will try to do the same and 
so on until the s'tatte becomes so' corrupt that something 
drastic would be necessary Ito rid us of this scourge. 

Please do not tmnk from this 'letter that I am against 
the authority of 'lihe Church. On the contrary, I have al­
ways ,been ,brought up to respect it, but such authority 
should be confined to things that concern the 'soul and not 
be allowed to get out of ·hand. 

Are the people so credulous that they obey the Church 
blindly whether ·ilt is righ't or wrong? Look what happened 
in Germany; Hitler was looked upon as a'superior heing and 
he led his country to disastel'. 

('Miss) F. BRANSBY-ZACHARY 
. . Ottawa. 

-Ottawa EV61J.'ing Citizen, Aug. ll/p1. 
Letters to the Editor. 

GOd can use everyone of us. One of the greates,t 
mist'aIres we make is, when men are converted we· ge't 
them into the church, :but we dOn't teach them the 'luxury 
of working. Teach them how to work; that will take 
,them out of the world quicker ithan anything else .• We 
won't then~have .to -be lecturing the church about this 
thing and that. 'T'he Lord' will give them· something 
bette:r,:. / 

-D. t. MOODY' 
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Bible· School Lesson Outline 
Vol. 16 Third Quarter Lesson 8 August 19, 1951 

. -.. OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

COMMISSIONING THE TWELVE 

Lesson Text: Matthew 10:16~33. I 

Golden Text: "He that .taketh not rus cross, and followeth 
·after. me, is not worthy· of me."-Matthew 10':·38. 

I. Fear Not Man: verses 16.:23. Read ·also Mk. 6:6-13; 
Lk. 9:1~6. 

The circumstances which led to the cOqlmissioning of the 
Twelve suggest <the pattern for ·a11 true Christian service. 
The discip'les had first one by one received the can to sa;lvaL 
tion . (John 1 :35-5'1), and ·had been Divinely chosen to serve 
Him· (Matt. 4:18'-22; M~. 1:16-20; 3:13-19; Lk. 5:1-11; 
6:1'2-16). Our Saviour caused 'them to understand the deep 
need of. the multitudes, and with that burden .upon their 
hearts· to pray to' the Lord of .the· harvest .to thrust forth 
labourel'lS (Matt. 9:35-'38). The logical result of such fervent 
prayer is the desire and willingness to do all in one's power 
to bring succour 1;0 those for whose relief intercession has 
been made. These prepared messengers were commissioned 
by the Lord Himself to go forth two by two in His name 
(Isa. 6:8-12; Matt. 10:1; Lk. 10:1-24; Rom. 10:14, 15). 

The special mission Of the Twelve at ·this time was limited 
in scope; and the detadlls of the instructions given do not 
necessarily apply to a}1 Christian service. On this occasion 
they were sent to Jews only, to prepare them for the personal 
ministry of Ohrist by announcing that the Messiah for Whom 
they had been waiting was already in their midst and that 
His Kingdom was at hand (v. 7; Matt. 3:2). They were to 
travel light, as we say, that the tour might be completed 
as expeditiously as possible (vv. 9, 10). . 

Those who go forth at 'the Saviour's command are clothed 
with His own authority and power (Matt. 101:18; 28:18-20; 
Mk. 6:7; Lk. 9:1; ·2 Cor. 5:18-2(}i). Woe unto those careless 
hearers who willI not accept .the. official message from the 
King of kings as delivered by His ambassadors (vv; 14, 40,; 
Lk.8:18; John 13:20)! 

The discip'les were armed with words of warning and 
comfort from their ,gracious Master. They were sent into a 
world that was hostile, cunning and cruel. Ther~forethey 
must be wise and watchful as the' serpent, ·single-'hearted 
and free from personal malice as is the dove. For Christ's 
sake they would be persecuted tby ~the civil authorities (Mk. 
13:9, 11-1'3; Lk. 21:12-17), and in the' courts they would 
be required to give a testimony which would in the end 
condemn their accUSers. 

Persecution by the outlJide world is easier to bear than . 
pemecution at .the hands of one's Own loved ones, who, usually 
unwittingly, side in with the enemies of the cause of the 
Lord (vv. ;14-37; Mic. 7:6). 'I1he disciples were warned that 
·this sorrow would be their portion (Acts 14:·22). Indeed, 
they wou~d be hated by aU men (Matt. 24:9; John 1'5:19). 
Vel"Se 22 does nCJt· imply that salvation is obtained by our own 
good works, for this interpJ;etation would contradict the 
plain teaching of Scripture (Rom. 11:5, 6; Eph. 2:4-10; 
Lit. 3:15). It suggests, rather, that those who patiently endure 
to the end o&uch sorrows and evils, .will in God's oWn time 
be delivered from ·them (Matt. 24:22). There is· perh8.ps 
the further thought that those who are called upon to endure 
such trials to the end'of their lives, and only Christians would 
he thus persecuted for Christ's sake, wiD receive eternal 
life a,nd everl'8ISIt:ing joy, which will compe~sate for all 
the sufferings of ,this mortal life ('Rom. 8:18;'2 Oor. 4:17, 18). 
. The Lord Himself must give wisdom ,to His servants as to 
how long ·they are Ito continue to ininister in a p'lace where 
their message is not we'lcomed' (M·att. 7:6; 12:14, 15; 
Acts 8:1). Unexpected victory may he given. when the 
worker thinks that ·the cause is hopeless (Ezek. '37:1-1(1). 
At other .times sufficien't testimony has been given, and the 
hearers who continue to reject the. witness may have no 
further opportunity. The Lord's patience is great, but men 
. dare not presume, lest His wrath be visited upon them. 

On this occasiol!- 'the disciples' were not to spend too long 

a time in one place, attempting Ito overcome stubborn opposi­
tion, for there were more cities in the land than they could 
visit before the Son of man Himself should join them. .Our 
Lord's words (v. 23) prO'bably also have a wider application, 
suggesting the principle .that the disciples and their followel'll 
in every age would be unable to complete all that might be 
done ,for the Lord before the close of each particular era . 

II; Look unto God: verses '24-33 •. Read ·also Lk. 12:·2-9. 
The treatment accorded to His representatives would· be 

simi!larto that meted out to the Master Himself (John 15:20, 
21). Those who are ·ftientified with 'the Lord in service will 
surely be identified with Him in suffering, but, thanks be to 

. God! in glory also (Rom. 8:17; 1 Pet. 4:12-14). 
The message which the disciples were to ·convey, being 

the· authori·tative word of God, would be fulfilled in such a 
way that even ,the persecutors and- detractors would be 
forced Ito acknowledge iflhat it was the troth. Therefore, let· 
the 'disciples proclaim the word openly and ,boldly, even the 
teachings which had been .mven to them ,in private. 

In a word, the disciples were not to fear men, bu.t to fear. 
God alone. He is aJhle Ito bring ·to destruction the soul and 
body of ,those who re:liuse 'to accept His offers of mercy"but 
He desires that men turn from their wickedness and live 
(Ezek. 33:11; 2 Pet. 3:9). To fear God is .to respect, adore, 
worship, love, tr.ust and obey Him. When we fear Him, we 
have nothing else to fear (1 Pet. 5:7). He is all-powerful, 
all-wise, and yet, ·aH~loving. He Who regards the faLl of 
'the tiny sparrow, will not overlook one of His own servants. 

. ,Since the I./ord's proteoting care is the porti6n of all His 
faithful servants, let them not refrain from confessing 
Him in word 8lld deed before men. Those who thus acknowl­
edge Him will one day be acknowledged before the Father's 
throne. By such gracious words of warning and. comfort· 
the Master encouraged the Twelve and all their successors 
to. be ·true to their Divine commission. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS . 
Aug. 13-'I1he Power for Witnessin~ . __ ... __ ._._._ Acts 1:6-11. 
Aug. 14-His Prese:pce in Witnessmg"':._.":' Matt. 28:11-20. 
Aug. IS-The Point of Witnessing M __ .. ___ ._ .. Lk. 24:36-48. 
Aug. 16-The Precept for Witnessing ._. ___ Acts 5:12-20. 
Aug. 17-'l'he Praxis of Witnessing _. __ .. __ . __ ... _ 2 Tim. 4:1-8. 
Aug. 18-'l'he P.leasure in Witnessing . _____ Paa. 126 
Aug. 19-The Person for Witnessing _ .. _. ____ ._._ .. M. Isa. 6:1-8. , 

SUGGESTED HYMNS 
There's a call comes ringing. Hark! ~tis .the Shepherd's 

voice. TeU the whole wide world of Jesus. Lord, speak to 
me. Far, far aJWay. Far and near the fields a;re teeming. 

o 
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CHRIST'S TESTIMONY TO JOHN 

Lesson Text: Matthew 11:1-19. 
Golden Text: "Come. UI!.to me, aU ye that laJbour and are 

heavy laden, and I will .give you rest."-Matt. 11 :·28. 

I. John is Perplexed: vel'lSes 1-6. Read 'also Lk. 7:18-23. 
J o'hn the Baptist had ibeen ~ang:uishing in prison for about· 

a year. While in prison he 'heard tid,ings of the rejoicing 
of f'he people, who glorified God because of the miracles 
>of Cht;ist, and who declared that a Great Prophet ·had risen 
up (John 6:14), ·and that God had indeed visited His people 
(Lk. 1:67,78; 7:16). -

·In his isolation, welariness ·and inactivity the prophet John 
had evidently beC9me altogether depressed and discouraged 
('1 IQngs 19:4). He found difficulty in undel'lStanding the 
import and jmplications of oMs own testimony, in view ~of 
the circumstances (Matt. '3:'1-17; Mk. 1:1-8; Lk. 3:1-18; 
John 1:15-3'4; 1 Pet. 1:1()"12). If Christ were indeed the 

. Messiah, destined ·to Uberate the captives (Isa. 61:1), why 
·should His prophe't be confined to prison for thios 'l'Ong time? 
If ,Christ were the grea't Judge Who should purge the land 
from sin and put away unrigbteousness (Matt. 3:12), why 
did iniquity still abound? If He were the mighty Deliverer 
of His people, why were the Jews still in bondage to the 
tyrants of Rome? Some such questions as these harassed 
the mind of John. . 

John 'the Baptist showed !Wisdom in applying' directly Ito 
/ 
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Christ for Ithe solution of his difficulties (v. 28; Jas. 1:5). 
AI'I doulbts wilrl disappear in the light of· the Lord. (Praa. 36:9) .. 

Our Lord dealt p'atiently and kindly with His weary, but 
faithful servant. He did not censure or scO'ld ·him, but sent 
a message which shouId silence for ever his doubts concern­
ing the identity of 'Christ as the Messiah (John 20:26-29). 
The Saviour offered John the witness of His own wonderful 
works (John 6:36; 1()r:'38; 14:11). Healing was heing granted 
to the blind, the dame~. the lepers and the deaf, while the 
d~d ·had been brought back to life. Christ was thus ful­
filling the' words' of 'the Old Telrtamen't Prophets concerning. 
the characteristics of the ·ministry of Messiruh as Healer. 
(lsa. 35:5, 6) and 'as Teacher, for the 'Coming. One would 
preach good ·tidings to ,the meek, those who were patient 
under oppression (lsa. '61:1). 

J'O'hn the Baptist had stumbled (lsa. 8:14, 15'; Ma'bt. 13:5i7; 
26:31; 1 Pet. 2:8), partly through his failure to believe all 
that the prophets 'had written. They had spoken, not metely 
of the glory of the Messiah, Ihis po~r, majesty and mi.ght, 
bu't also of His humilialtion, sorrow, meekness and death 
(Lk. 24:25'). The word of the Lord rwillkeep men from 
stumbling (Psa. 119:11, 165; Jude 24). The believtJr should 
keep his eyes upon the . Lord, rather than upon his circum­
stances (~att. 14:30; Reb. 12:2). 

II. .,ohn Is Praised: verses 7-19. Read also Lk. 7:24-35. 
Even 'as the messengers were' [eaving ~ return to John 

the Baptist, our Saviour paid a glowing tribute to liim 
('M'aM;. 21:32; John 5:35). This' was the Master's answer 
to those who had WirtneltSed this . incident and 'miglrt be in­
clined to condemn the perplexed servant. John was no weak­

. ling. His present Obscurity did not imply that this man 
. who 'had preached: so strongly and positivcly in the wilder­

ness was 81 fickle, unstable teacher, carried about by contrary' 
winds (Eph. 4:14). Neither did his· former popularity prove 
that. he had curried the favour of men for 'his 'Own pride 
and 'advantage. He was not merely a great prophet, but 
was one of whom the great prophets had lWri·tten. He was 
the announced forerunner of the Messiah' (Isa. 40:3, 4; 
Mal. 3:'1; Matt. 3:3; Mk. 1:2, 3; Lk. 1:76; John 1:'23). He 
was 'the last 'and the greatest of rbhe prophets who foretold 
the coming of the Messiah. . 

Notwithstanding the greatness of John the Baptist, he 
merelyannouneed 'and ushered in rthe Kingdom, so 'that the 
subjects of the Kingdom are 'greater than he i:ri regard to 
their position 'and prrivileges (Matt. 13:16; Lk. 10:23, 24). 

Entrance into the Kingdom i,s granted to those wHo vali-' 
antly strive .and press into it, who put forth effort to over~ 
come a~l obstacle's in their way, as men do who 'capture a 
city (-Lk. 13:24; 16:16). It costs n:o .effort to be lost; one 
need only drift (Heb. 2:'1-3)' _ 

Christ exhorted the peopl'e to hear and receive the witness 
and ,message of Joe, W'ho bad come in the spirit and p'ower 
of Elijah (Mal. 4:,5; M'att. 17:10'-13; Lk. 1:17; John 1:21). 

\The people of ~ 0)' had been iooking for Elijah to rise 
from the dead and' to come in person to herald the advent 
of tbe Messiah. Many of these had failed to pay; serious 
alttention to the announcement of John lIhat rthe Messiah 'WIllS 
already in their midst. 

The people of that 'generaition were characterized by our 
Lord as fickle, unre'asonaJble and childish. . They were reject­
ing the Lord Jesus, as' they had rejeCted John .. They -did 
not know what they <wanted, and were disllhlased :and dis­
'satisfied IW'ith the methods of both. They found· fault with 
Christ because He ate with publicans .and sinners;' they· 
criticized John 'because did not. Time 'Would prove the 
justice of 'the 'DiVine ca~e. ' 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS , 
Aug. 2()-God's Testimony to Job .. ____ ... _.~_" ... Joib 1 :1~8. 
Aug. 21-God~s Testimony to A1bram __ ". __ .. Rom. 4:16-25. 
Aug. 22-God's Testimony to M'Oses .. ___ . ___ Numb. 12:1-8. 
Aug. 23-God's Testimony Ito ·Danied ... _". __ Dan.. 9:17-23. 
Aug. 24-:-God'e Testimony. to David ...... _ ..... Acts 18 :16 ... 22. .~ 
Aug. 25-God's .Testimony to Mary ____ .____ Lk. 1 :26-38. 
Aug. ~-God's Testimony rto Ohrist __ "' __ '"'' Lk. 9:28-35. 

SUGGESTED HYM~S ", 
All my doubts I 'give to Jesus. I'm not ashamed to own 

my Lord. Ashamed of Jesus. When peace like '8., river. 
Do you fear the foe will in the con:f.lict win?' More love to 
T·hee, ° Cbrjstl . . . \ 

/' 

MR. WINSTON CHURCHILL ON THE 
HUMAN AUTHORSHIP OF THE 

OLD TESTAMENT 

WITH his ~sual penetration, 'in his book ThoulJhts 
~nd Adventures, 193'2, M'r. Churchill, discussing ~e 

authorship. of "the Old Testamen, more particularly of 
the Pentateuch, writes as follows: 

"We reject . • • wi.th scorn 'all those learned and 
laboured mYths 'that Moses was but a legendary :figure 
upon whom the priesthood and the people hung their 
essential social, moral and religious ordinances. We 
'believe that the most scientific view, 'the most up-to-date 
and rationarlistic conception, will find its fullest satiel 
faction in-taking the Bible story llteraHy; and in identi-

, fying one 'of the greatest human beings with the most 
. decisive leap forward ever discernible in the human stol'l. 

We remain :unmoved by the tomes of Professor Grad-
. grind and Dr. ,Dryasdust. We'may be sure that all these 
things happened jUist as they 'Were set ou~ according to 
Holy' Writ. We may believe that' they happened to 
people not so very different from oursel'Ves anil' that the 
impressions those people received were faithfull), re-. 
corded and have been transmitted across the centuries 
with far more accuracy than many of the telegraphed 
accounts we read of .the 'goings-on of today •. In the 
words of a ''forgotten work of Mr. Gladstone, 'we rest 
with assurance upon ·the .impregnable Rock of Holy 
,Scripture.' Let the men of science and of learning ex:­
pand their knowledge and prove with their researches 
every detail of the records which have been preserved 
to us from. these dim ages. AU they wirll do is ,to fortify' 
the grand simplicity and essential accuracy of the re­
corded truths which ,have lighted so far the Pilgrimage 
of Man." ..' .' 

HOW TO UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE ... 
We ought not to 'Criticize, explain, or judge the Scrip­

tures by our. mere reason, but d,m,gently, with prayer, 
mediiate thereon,and seek their meaning. The devil 
and tempta~ions' mso afford us occasion to learn and 
understand thel Scriptures, by 'experien'ce and practice. 
Without 'these 'we shoul'd never understand; them, how­
ev;er diligently we read and listened to them. The Holy 
Ghost m1:lst ~ere be our only ma:ster and tutor; and let 
youth have no -shame to learn of that preceptor. When 
I find myself 'assailed by temptation, I forthwith lay 
hold of some text 0'£ the Bible, which Jesus exteJ;1ds to 
me; as this: that he died for me, whence I derive infinite 
comfort.. • 

-ILUTHER'S TABLE TALK 

BOOKS' AND BOOKLETS 
By . DR. T. 1. SHIELDS 

"Other Little Ships" -.-.~---........ -.. ------.. ------..... --.-.. ____ .,;._$2.00 
"The Plot That Failed" _____ .. __ ~ ____ .. __ ... _ .. ~. ___________ 2·.00 

Special Illustrated Number of Sept. 28 ___ .. ,:,_. ___ .. ___ .. _-, .25 
. "Russellism or Rutherfordism".-71 page. __ .~ _____ .___ .25 
"The Papacy in the Light' of Scri.pture",. 26 page. _."-______ .25 
"The Oxford 6roup Analyzed" . ______ ... ___ .. : ___ . ___ . ____ ._ ... ~ ... _ .05 
"Does Killed in 'Action Mean 60ne to iieaven?" ________ .os 
"The .Christlan Attitude Toward Amusements" __ . ______ ... _._ .05 
"The 60d of All Comfort" -.----.. --. _________ .. _. __ . __ .......... ___ .. _ .05 . , 

rllf!t Gosp.' Witness 
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