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MODERN ·PROFANITY 
WHEN we think of a "profane person", our mind 

conjures up the image of, a man whose mouth is 
ofilied with cursing and 'bitterness, who indulgeS' in the 
grossest forms of sensuality, 'and whose life is spent in 
nameless sins. But there is, a profanity of the heart as 
well as of the lips and of the hands, 'and from 'a Biblical 
point of view this is the more deadly since it is the 
bitter 'root from which all manner tof evil springs/ 

In the New Testament, Esau is des'cribed as a "profane 
person". Later Jewish traditionascri:bed to him such 
crimes as theft, fornication, blasphemy, and recounted 
that he committed five heinous sins in one day. Butall 
that .belongs to the ·realm of tradition and not to the 
Scriptural account the Old Testament ·gives US' 'of him. 
There, on the contrary, he is depi'cted'as ami-able and' 
generous, decidedly more attractive in some respects than 
his cl"afty, scheming brother whose very name Jacob, the 
·"heel", - is suggestive of the tricks and stratagems he 
--employed for his own selfish profit. What is there that 
is profane a:bout Esau? Simply that "for one morsel Qf 
meat (he)SiOld his b'irthri'g'ht" (Heb. 12: 16). A seem
ingly trivial 'act betrayed the whole bent of his nature: he 
esteemed that one ,good square meal was worth ·aU the 
invisible, Imponderable iblessings of the spiritual rea'lm. 
The narrative in genesis gives us a Vivid picture of him 
as he cries out with intens'e desire, "Feed me, I pray ,thee, 
with :that same red! pottage; for I 'am faint ... Behold I 
am 'at the poInt to die: 'and what profit shall 'this'birth
right db to me?" .And then when his stomach is filled 
and his bodily 'appeti,tes satisfied; Hke a contented animal, 

·it is recorded of him '''He did eat and drink, and rose up, 
and went his way: thus Esau despised his b'irthright" 
(Gen. 25: 30 ff): 

This is a pictorial representation not only of Es'au's -
philosophy of life but of our own generation's unspoken 
philosophy. . Indeed, it is becoming more and more popu" 
lar to defend Esau '~d his numerous 'company of fol'low
ers on grounds that are supposed, to be religious and 
humanitarian. . Is God not 'Concerned with men's bodies, 
we 'are asked. Is it ~ot 'God's plan and in the highest 
interest of mankind that they should be properly fed, 
well clothed, fittingly housed? Who would deny that the 
Creator who mad~ us' is' indifferent to our physical needs? 
And who can deny that the Saviour, the Man of sorrows, 

healed men',s bodies as well a's their souls? But let us 
DOt forget that He who made our ,bodies made our im
material natures. also. We are not mere brute beasts, 
but men with immorta'lsouls for which we must each 
give an account before our Maker. 

The world has a controversy with the spotless Son of 
God as He answers· the Tempter with the statement, "Man 
shall not live Iby bread 'alone, but by every word that pro
ceedeth out of the 'mouth of God!' (Matt. 4:4). The 
world, the flesh ,and the devil have always maintained 
that man shaIi live by bread alone. T'ha't unholy trinity 
finds many arguments to support their contention; they 
find powerful allies in human necessities and, 'appetites 
to point their .reasonings. A large part of ou'r time is of 
necessity taken up with providing bread. 'and c'lothing and 
shelter for ourselves and. our loved ones, until these 
pampered bodies of ours a'S'Sume that our spirits exist 
for them, and thus the cares of ,this wodd and the deceit
fulness of riches 'spring up like th.orns and thistles and 
choke out the sJ.liritual aspirations' and render the good 
seed fruitless. 
. Look at Es'au 'as he wipes his mouth and goes on his 
way heedless of the bles'sing that he 'has despised. He 
lived to eat. Endowed by his Maker with a higher in
telligence than the :brute creation, able to look before and 
after, capable of thinking upon God and eternity, he is 
content to employ these infinitespiritua'l faculties as 
mere adjuncts to-his bod:y, delicate mechanisms that give 
him an advantage over the :beasts of the field that seek 
their prey as does he. 

"What is he but a brute 
Whose flesh hath soul 'to suit, 
Whose spirit works lest arms and 'legs want play?" 

The angeIs never crossed Esau's path, or if they did, 
he failed to recognize them. He never hela commerce 
with the skies, 'he never made a' 'covenant with God or 
wrestled with the Angel of the Lord. He 'b'elongoo to the 
tribe of this world whose sole concern is with the market 
place, the farm, the shop, the things that c'an be touched· 
and felt. He was of 'the earth, earthy. He ,d'id not deny 
God, nor is there 'any record of his cursing 'God, notwith
standing, of him it must be' said', "God is not in all his 
thoug1hts" .. He was a pra,ctical atheist: one who lives 
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without God and without 'Chri'st and without hope in this 
world, and was perfectly satisfied that it shou'ld be so. 

This is what the New Testament writer means 'by 
describing 'him as a "profane" ·person. Such a man st~ulds 
before the "fane"-the temple---but he never enters into 
the holy place, the d'Welling of God. He is profane, con
tent to ·stand- without in the court of the Gentiles trodden 
by the multitudes 6f those who are without a knowledge 
of the true God. 

How" infinitely sad to see men selling their eternal 
birthright fo·r a morsel of IIi·eat. What a poor bargain 
they make. Eternity 'sold for the price of one meal, and 
1)0.1 a· good meal at that! They do not gain the whole 
wol'ld, but only a very small pari"of it, and still it is true: 
"What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world 
and lose his o~n soul?" (Matt. 16: 26). 

How d'ifferent was the case of Jacob. The inspired 
historian is not tender in exposing his sins. How unlovely 
he is'. Yet 'God- loved him and on more than one occasion 
disclosed His face in time of need. We read, "He went 
on 'hi,s way and the. angel of 'God met him ... And Jacob 
was left alop.e; and there wre~tled a man with him until 
the brea'king of the day" (Gen. 32:1, 24). Jacob did 
recognize the heave~lv host, he did put a high value on 
the promises and the blessings of God and he set his heart 
to obtain them. In a word he too'k 'God- into 'h!is life, and 
the divine power 'and gra'Ce were so strikingly. exhibited 
in transforming the wretched .'supplanter into ~'srael, a 
prince with God and with men, that since then God has 
been descrihed in Scripture as the God of Jacob, as if 
the Holy Spirit would say, "See, if My grace is sufficient 
to bear with the wickedness of Jacob, thEm it is enough 
for thee sinn&, whosoever thou 'art !"-W.S.W. 

THE EDITOR CABLES FROM BRAZIL 

THE following cable was received on Sunday' from ·Dr. 
Shields in Sao Paulo; Brazil, South America, where 

he is attend'ing the P.an Ameri'Can Conference of the In
ternationa'! Council of Christian Churches. We regret 
that we have no 'report of this conference for our readers, 
but we remind them that the distances are very great 
and .those on whom the respons'ibility for the conference 
falls must 'be very busy men. 

JARWITSEM, TORONTO 

.SAO pAULO, 
JULY 1!f), 1951 

RECEIVED LETTERS AND CABLES STOP CON
FERENCE OPENS TUESDAY. DELEGATES A'RRIV

·ING· EVERY DAY FROM: ALL OVER SOUTH 
AME·RICA ANi> SIXTY FROM NORTH AMERICA. 
WEATHER LIKE BRIGHT WArm OCTOBER. DEEP 
INTEREST AND GREAT EXPECTATION FOR CON
FERENOE, NOTWITHSTANDING HOMESICK FOR 
JARVIS STREET AND ENGLISH TONGUE. MANY. 
ENQUIRIES ABOUT 'MRS. KEGEL. WkRME'ST LOVE 
TO EVERYBODY. 

SHIELDS 

.. ~lIt (Jios:pt1 ~itnt55 
ani) 

Jroteshl.nt ;Ab.ktotate 
Pu.blished every Thursday for the propagation of the 
Evangelical principles of. the Protestl!Dt Reform~tion and 
in defence of the faith once delivered to the Saints. 

.a.oo Per Year. Postpaid to.any address. 10c Per Single' Copy. 

• 
Editor 

T. T. SHIELDS 

Associate Editors 
W. S. WHITCOMBE, M.A. (Tor.) 

OLIVE·L. (:LARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 
S. S. LessOt! ami Exchanges 

"I am not ashamed of the gospel of Chrlst."-~oman. 1 :1'. 

• 
Address' Corrtlsportdence: 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto 2, Canada 

. Telephone RAndolph 7415 
Registered Cable Address: Jarwltaem, Canada 

the 'Gospel to some of the most priJnitive of the pagan 
tri:bes in 'the interior. Mr. and Mrs. Kegel left behind 
them in ·Brazil a laxge number of 'friend's and of those 
whom thei~ preaehing ,had led.to the·Lord.-W.iS.W. 

TWO GOOD WORKM~N 

A RECENT ·train journey. gave us the opportunity 
of making theacqua:intance of two fine gentlemen, 

whose example proved to be a ,source of 'inspiration and 
encouragement to us. The two gentlemen were not mil-

. lionaire travellers 'in the 'Pullman 10u1)ge, but two work
men who made a long, tiresome journey more pleasant 
to a weary' traveller 'worn out 'by two successive ni'g-hts 
in a railway car. When we wakened on the morning 
of the second day, we found our dusty and soiled s'hoes 
of the night b~for.e, po'lished almost until we could see -
our face in them. And we were to d'iscover 'that the 
polish had been so appJied as to la'st for the best part 
of the fo'llowing week. Despite our we'atines's, we 
·took a street~'Car home because taxi fares, like every
thing else, have gone up - "so :f.a-r, up. that they are 
out of sight. Inadvertently we went past the proper 
transfer point 'and the conduct'Or of the street-car, seeing 
our :ba·gs,suppos:ed that he had to do with'a stranger 
in the city. He ·stopped the car specially for our benefit, 
gave very detailed and helpful 'instructions 'as to how 
to cross ItJhe street in the best place and· get back to the 
transfer point. D'id' we 's'ay that he was a conductor: 
he was more,. he was ·a human being, a true gentleman, 
a man. who was not merely doing a jo'b in order to receive 
his pay but who was intent on helping those who were 

The reference in DT. Shields' 'cahle to Mrs. Kegel will in need. . 
be understood by all Jarvis Street members. Mr. and The kindness of these two meli not only Hg'htened a 
Mrs. Kegel·of this chureh spent themselves 'in the Lord's .. long, tiresome journey, they reminded the writer that 
service in Brazil for 'anumber of years. Just 'a feW Pu'lIman porters' and street-car conductors are fellow-be
months ago Brother Kegel w~scalled. home to higher ings: These two men lifted up theIr respective tasks to a 
service. He had literally worn out his body in penetrating higher level becau'se they invested :t:hem with a dignity 
'hitherto unexplored jungle 'in ordeT to bring the light of . that may not belong :to the jobs themselves but' tha~ 'al-
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ways ibelongs to men who do their everyday work with a 
conscience and so prove that they 'are not merely ing'eni
ous -machines or well trained animals, but high-minded 
and wami-hearted human beings made' in the ima·ge of 
God. The jobs they 'hold are not generally reckoned 
among the skilled trades and certainly they are not among 
the highly-paid professiohs, yet the comfort and the 
safety of countless travellers depend upon theIr unfail
ing 'a:ttention and devotion to duty. Without them, thou
sands of PE!9ple, perhaps some' very important people, 
would not be able to live their daily lives in the accus
tomed way. 

The porter and the conductor 'can scareely expect or 
receive 'any extra pay in recognition of theIr extra
ordinary services, but their rewaI'd' in the form of knowl
edge of a job well done is no small thing. We wonder 
how many of their pa-ssengers take the troUble to expres's 
their appreciation of the help they h~ve received at -their 
hands. We have noticed th'at public servants who are in
efficient and slack in their duty frequently betray their 
own inward discontent by 'acting l'ike cross do·gs· that are 
<fuafed by" the leash that 'holds them 'back from biting 
people, 'and so indulge in 'snapping and 'snarling at all 
and sundTY: How' much better the satisfadion that comes 
from the .approval of one's own heart 'in work well done 
whether it is rew~rded fittingly by others or not. 

Is this visionary 'and idealistic, and hence imprac
ticable ~ Is human nature in our day such that it no 
longer 'cares for its own inward approval but solely for 
h'igher wages ? Workmen too often a'ssume such to be 
the case. And employers too often treat their men as 
though they were nothing but ·automata. Perhaps a great 
deal of our ;so-ca:lled la'bour trouble springs out of such 
assumptions a's these. Certa'inly it is true that if we 
could ge'l; both workers and employ'el'S t9 la'bour together. 
"as ever in their great. Taskmaster's eye," they would 
solve many thorny problems. 

Labour unions have done much to raise the wa'ges of 
working men, 'and this is no small tribute to their effec
tiveneSIS. Tliere was a :time in the history of the labour 
movemen't, if weare not mistaken, when it was considered 
to be an 'important part of their function to mainta'in 
the h'igh standard of work its -memberS did. Perhaps it 
still is, though we have not read of 'any strike that had 
this 'as its object. The str'ikesseem to be aimed ehiefly 
at- getting more money, or 's'horter hours, or some "check
off" concessions for the .. union treasuries. We wonder 
if men like our Pullman porter'and our COUl"teous street
car conductor would'not welcome a movement in the ranks 
of their fellows to encourage 'them to follow the 'Golden 
Rule, to be workmen that need not to be ashamed .. A 
similar revival -in, the ranks of the employers' union 
would no't be amiss' eith~r. 

And that brings- us back to the chief moral of this per~ 
sonal rumination of pleasant little incidents of the past. 
And .here it is: If even.a coloured Pullman ,porter ·and a 
street-car condumor in the 'discha:r:ge of their ordinary 
duties can add some heavenly perfume to the humdrllm 
business of everyday living, what 'about YOU? And the 
text of which we have already 'had the illustration is 
found ''in Paul's Second Le'tter to Timothy.: '''Study to 
shew thyself approved unto God!, a. worlpnim that needE.>th 
not to be ·ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth" (2 :1'5). 

SOUTHERN BAPTISTS CONDEMN 
MODERNISTIC WO.RLD AND 

NATIONAL COUNCILS 

THE Southern Baptist Con~eD'tion meeting ·in Slin 
Francisco.Iast month used str~Tlg language in voicing 

its 'Condemnation of :the modernist'ic World Council of 
ChurCbe$ and the National 'Council of ·ChU'rch~s. It was 
a ·bitter pill for these self-styled' "ecumen1cal" bodies to 

. swallow and one of their 'leading organs, The Christian 
Century, reported the matter in heatedly vehement style 
as follows: 

"This statement, which was adop.ted without discussion 
·and without ·audible opposition, is the most perverse, un
brotherl'Y, and dangerous proD'op,ncement made by any 
Southern 'Baptist Convention in many years. False; 
defamatory, a~d vindictive, it is a disgrace to ·the con
vention and to American Christianity. In direct contra
diction ·to BaptiSt .'principles, it ·attempts to substitute a 
narrow creed for the New Testament as the -basis of 
Ohristian fellowship, thus lighting a' fuse w.hich may in 
time blow the convention to pieces. In !bland vioIation.· 
of the truth it accuses .the World Council of Churches and 
'the Natiomil 'Council of Ohurches of being ,totalitarian, of 
compromising the truth of the 'gospel, of violating the 
integrity of the co-operating denomInations 'al!d -the au
tonomy of "their local churches, ~nd of conspiring to form 
a '·Protestant ecumenical church'. Jot even denounces the 
Baptist World A'lliance." 

The same reporter describes the -new President of the 
,Convention, Rev. J. D. 'Grey of First Church of New 
Orleans as "a friendly sort .of 'mixer' who can .be counted 
on to ·get along easily 'with all sorts and conditions of 
men." ·The reporter in The Christian Century continues: 

"Dr. -Grey's own church ·withdrew from the New Or
leans council of churches· about two years -ago even 
though it had ,been the largest contributor for many 
years. A visit from Bishop Oxnam to speak under .1Ihe 
auspices of the counci,l, Dr. Grey ·told me, wa's the finalo 
fa~tor that sent him running for the nellrest exit." 
Bishop Oxnam .is th.e leader in the ecumenica'l move

mimt of these modernistic councils who blasphemously 
"referred to the 'God of the Old- 'Testament as 'a "dirty 
bully". Surely the presence of such a blatant sceptic on 
the platform would be enough to send anY.Bible-believing 
Baptist "running for the nearest exit". This is a free 
country-free for unb~lievers and .infidels as well as for ,. 
Roman Catholics---1but that ought not to blind the minds 
of the ecumenicalists to the obvious truth that they can-

-not mock at·all the -great doctrines of the Bible and still· 
expect to have the sU'pport .Qf lQen who believe it. 

We 'have nof the· text of the Southern Ba·ptist CQnven
tion resolution before us, 'but if it is any mO're "perverse, 
unbrotherly and dangerous" than the horrible pronounce
ment of Bishop Oxnam 'about the 'God of the Old Testa
ment, it' must be most exceedingly wicked beyond all 
thought and imagination. The World ,Council has taken 
to its bosom 'the Eastern Catholic ·Churches, it flirts w'lth 
Rome, it welcomes' the most open unbelievers to its 
councils. And then, strangely enough, it professes t'O be 
shocked ·and humiliated when a Bapti'st 'Co~vention that 
believes the Bible refuses to have either part or lot with 
its unbelief. Is the surprise of the World Council 'real or 
is 'it strictly for publicity purposes 11 

The reporter Who writes in The Christian Century 
does not know very much about Baptists when he refers 
to a doctrinal st'atementas a "direct contradiction :to 
B-aptist prin«:!iples". Ever since Baptists hav~ been Bap-

" . 
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tists theyh'ave been writing creeds 'and su'bscrilbing to 
them, and those who decry creeds do so because they are 
afraid to say what they believe, or rather, to admit what 
they do not believe. We hope that the new presIdent of 
the Sou,thern Baptist Conven'tion i,s as good as he is re
ported to be. We are afraid of "good mixers", especil:illy 
when they 'are highly: placed in Baptist conventions, but 
we hope that this man is an exception. And we trust that 
the mighty host of Southern Baptists-seven miNions of 
them now, reporting more than it third of a million con
verts last yea:r, will rezp.ember 'and not forget that the 
devil of unbelief can leap over, or" even through their 
deep waters to cause ihavoc in Zion as easily as he has 
invaded the "drier" paedo-baptist bodies !-W.S.W. 

ANOTHER FRENCH PROTESTANT 
GROUP IN QUEBEC MOLESTED 

THE Province of Quebec, "Our Catholi'C Province", as it 
, is proudly described: by its nationa'list 'Prime Minister, 
Mr. Duplessis, gives unceasing 'ev'id'ence of its' intention 
to pursue with dogged determination its policy of the 
persecutio,n of religious minorities. Two young Baptist 
missionar'ies are now in jail in Northern Quebec for hav
ing dared to preach the 'Gospel in French on a street 
corner of a mining town. A month or so ago a Pente
costal group of French-speaking believers were the sub
ject of another 'outbreak of violen'Ce. In Long'ueuil, a 
subu'rb of Montreal, 'a meeting under the leadership of 
Rev. E. L. LassegueS' were disturbed by 'a crowd' that 
threatened the safety of the worshippers, broke the win
dows ,of the meeting-place and were not di$persed until 
'after several hours. 

Although this unfortunate incident took place more 
than a month ago, the victims of this mob violence have 
,yet to re,ceive an expres'sion of regret or any payment 
of 'damages from either the civil autho'rities or the ecclesi
astical authorjties of the dominant church in the province. 

'The Montreal and Ottawa Synod of the United 'Church 
of Canada voted an unanimous resolution protesting 
against this piece of persecution ,and calling upon civil 
and re'li~ious authorities to declare their opposition to 
such acts. 

Weare convinced t~at such' attacks are not mere'ly 
t~e result of 's'pontaneous acts on the part of irresponsible 
mobs. They b~ar eve,ry mark of being deliberately plari
ned by responsible leaqers and executed in collusion, or 
at least the tacit consetit of the 'civil '~thor'ities. And 
then, worst ,pf all, the very powers that are charged to 
p;event such attacks on life and liberty, are ominously 

, sllentafter they take place. The Church of Rome is es
sentilt'lly the s'ame to-day as it was in the Middle Ages: 
It resorts to fo'rce and vi~lence in place of reason and 
pe~su~sion ~henever it has the opportunity of doing so. 
ThI'S' same mtolerant power, however, in other provinces 
and states, where it 'is' in the minority, rai'8les a ceaseless 
clamour for special privileges from the state, and if it 
d~es not receive them pro'claims that it suffers persecu
bon. In Quebec, street-meetings of Protestants are 
banned, the'ir places of worship have been wrecked so
call~ "Jeho!,ah's ~itIie~s~s" ,are mobbed "and j'aiJed;, 
but ,In Ontano and In BTItlsh Co1umbia, the persecuting 
power turns from arrogant intolerance to assume the 
mendicant martyr's role so '~ to receive milliOns 'of 
dollars o'f public uwney for its sectarian schools! 

-W.S.W. 

THE PRIEST, THE WOMAN, AND THE 
CQNFESSION AL BANNED IN AUSTRALIA 

LEST the '~bove title prove to be misiea,ding, we hasten 
, to explaIn that The Priest, The Woman, amd The Con

fessional is,the title of a book by Rev. 'Charles 'Chiniquy, 
a former priest, and: that what is banned by the Austral
ian government is not priests nor confessionals,far 

'from that! but rather the book'of that name whicl1 ex-
poses the evils of the ,confessionaI as pra'ctised by the 
priests of Rome. Readers of THE GOSPEL WITNESS wi'll 
be specially interested in this: as we 'have pUblished the 
same book here in 'Canada, running it through several 
editions. It has also been published in England. There 
is nothing offensive in the bOOK, unless it be the plain 
speech which this ex-priest employed to' describe the ' 
workings of the Romish confessional as he knew it. 

ATchdeacon T. C. Hammond, a leading Anglican minis
ter and theolo'gical professor of Australia has made a 
very vigorous protest against the government ban on 
the importation of this book in'to AustraJ,ia. Speaking 
by 'rad'io from station 2CH he s'aid: 

"We 'are a patient people largely because the great 
body of 'the community are not as yet vitally interested 
... but I would point out that history shows that where 
'al"bitrary actions of ,this kind are taken, it leads very' 
frequently to violent outbreaks ()If popular hostility, 
and then the sectarian issue would, be raised with a 
vengeance." 

The Rock, a well-known Protestant paper of Australia, • 
outlines the history of the banning iIi. the following 
wordSl: 

, History, of the Banning 
A consignment 'Of tile first book, The Priest, The Woman, 

and The ConfessionaZ, was seized by CustOlIl8 when it 'ar- . 
riv.ed in AustraUs. in 1948. At the time Senator Courtice 
was Minister 'Of Customs. 

On our protest, he promised to have tl),e Ibook read !by -the 
Literature Censorship Board. (Apparently it 'had been 
banned by someone before it had even been read by. that' 
body of men). 

However, be!fore this took pi'ace an election changed the • 
g~lVernment and ,the new minister was Senator O'SuHivan. 

We took the matter up wit!h Senator O'Sullivan, and 'after 
much correspondence 'and delay for 'the ,next 12 months, 
Senator O'Sulliv'an upheld the ban. , 

During this ,argument, we made applications to import 
the other book, Fifty Years in the Church of Rome. (We 
could not risk importing it without first 'applying for per
mission, because we had lo~t financiaUy over tlbe other 
book). 
~fter montlbs of official dickering, we were informed that 

, Fifty Years in the Church of Rome had !been placed on the 
'~ba,nned" Ust. -

Our 'appeal to Mr. Menzies was unavailing. The last offi
Cial ,letter from bim imp, _ .. ~,htt Senator O'Sul'livan's ruling 
was final. 

That is the 'history, very briefly, of a iong 'and costly 
struggle on Qur part to keep 'these books in circulation in 
Austl"alia. 

The flimsy pretext that Rome and its tools ,generally 
seek to use 'as a 'shield in such 'cases is that the banned 
books 'are immoral. The real Teason is that they al'e 
contrary to Roman Catholic ,interests and teaching. Ca
nadi-an, American and Britisoh readers of THE" GOSPEl. 
WITNESS may judge of the contents of this book fO'r 
themselves by o'btaini,ng a copy of The Priest, The Wo
man, and The Confessional 'at this office for $1.00. 
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ID4t 1Jarnis &trttt ,ulptt 
The W ciy· of Life Made· P~aiD 

A Sermon by the·Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Prea~hed in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Mornling, June 17th,1951 
(EIeetrically Recorded) 

"For there is one -God, and one mediator between God and -men, the man Chri&t 
Jesus."-l Timothy 2:5. 

rJlHE great things of life, generaHy speak!i.ng,are si~ple 
.I. and plain. A motorist, I fancy, would not 'appre<:lowte 

greatly· 'a quotation from Shakespeare on a sign .art; 'a cross
road, when he !is going somewhere, and he· wants to know 
how to get there. Ahove everything he would rather have 
an 'arrow pointing-if ilt is Toronto-"To Toronto". A phy
sician ·may be justified sometime!!! in telling you, in Latin, 
whalt is the matter with you. He may call your disease 
by 'a xi·ame you do not unders1Jand. But it is very ,importan~ 
l1bwt the directions on the medicine hottle should be so 
simple that you can read them for yoursel,f, 'and know how 
to take the medicine.· . 

Some years ago I was in a waiting room of a large station 
in the Uni,ted Stwtes somewhere, and an 'announcer was 
calling the t.rains. There were some cities with whose 
names I was famHiar. No rp.atter how he rolled 'his tongue 
he could scarcely disguise "New Yak"! One could pick it 
out somehow. But the less familiar names, <for the life of 
me I could not understand. I did not kn-ow whether I was 
to sil:-stil!l, or get up 'and iook· for my train. I observed 
that O'thers, 'after hearing some tra:in called, picked OUt a 
man in uniform, ,and said ito h1m, "What. ·did· -tbat man 
say?" He was ·not 'a very good announcer, was he? 

N-ow the preacher ,is just an announcer. His business is 
·00 teH. people how <1:0 find the road that leads ,to eternal 
life, how to get to heaven; how to be prepared for arrival 
there. That is the 'all-dmportant 1lhdng .. And f.f he speaks 
plainly, and makes people understand, he is doing h'is full 
duty. That is What I want· ,to try to do· this"morning
just to speak 'as pl'ainly ·as the Engl1sh language, or my 
knowledge of it, will permit. 
. Here is 'a simple teXit, ·and yet how profound! :tt compre
hends everything: ';There ds one God, 'and one medi'ator 
be<tween God 'and men, ·fue man Christ Jesus". 

I. 
THERE Is No DOUBT ABOUT THERE BEING ONL¥ ONE GoD: 

"He that ·cometh to God must bel'ieve that he is, and t'llat 
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." God 
does reveal His presence dn many ways. Surely i<1: would 
be dif.ficult ItO walk ·abroad in this world of !beauty, 'and of 
order, without heing impressed with the tremendous truth 
tha:t behind it all there is an ArChi<1:ect and Builder, a. De- . 
signer wit'll infini!1;e wisd-om 'and skiill, and with incompar
able power, to 'bring these· things to pass. The Bi:ble says 
t'hat "the invisi'l?le th1ngs of him from the ere-aition of ·the 
world 'are 'clearly seen, being understood by 'tile things that 
are made, even "/his eternal power.and godhead; so that they 
are wfthoUit excuse." It is well ,that we slhould go to church. 
It lis wen that we should read ·the Bihle. But the man 

wHo never goes to··church, who has eyes to see, ·and e·ars 
to hea.r, is left without excuse 'at 'fue judgment day .. 

. When the different designs of some kinds of cars were 
not so numerous 'as they are <to-day, I used to notice how 
little boys woU'ld l-ook for it'he maker's name, and say, 
"Thalt 18 a Ford," or, "That is something else." 

Who made thi!;i earth? The great Henry W·ard Beecher 
was once presented with 'a 'beautiful sphere, 'a porcelain 
globe, wit/h a map of 'the world on it. I,t was so beaUitifully 
wrouglht, and so delicate, that he was afraid to pack it and 
ship 'it 'home, so he camed it openly in his 'hands in 'a 
I'Iallway car. Sitting in" the car was Colonel Robert Inger
soll, 'the noted. infidel, who s'aid 'there was no God. Inger
sQlll knew the great Beecher; so he wen<1: to him, 'and said, 
"That is a beautiful thing you have there. May I look at 
it?" "Yes; if you wHl'be careful." He took it in his hands, 
and e:lCamined it. 

He returned the globe to Mr. Beecher's 'bands, and said, 
"What 'a lovely thing! W}lo m~de dt?" "Nobody," s·aid 
Beecher. D-o you see the Point? The 'in-tiidel knew some
body made that. And Somebody made this world, this 
universe, with its myriad stars: "There is one God"; "Tfie_ 
God of 'the whole earth shall he lbe calJled." "One God"! 
'I1he Father, the Son, 'and the Holy Ghost-we saw· three 
Persons in one God; three Subsistences in one Substance. 
Ask me to expla,in i't. I cannot. If I cou~d, I couid not 
bel1ieve. How. can ·a fin-i,te mind comprehend the Infinite? 
A vaster Mind than yours or mine created this universe. 
He is 'a'bove and 'beyond ·al\1, blessed forever. But He does 
make. Himself known in the Bihle. This is His Wox:d. I 
am ·nolt going to argue the point: 'but this ,is a very old Book. 

,After all the centurieS it has n01 changed. lot is just the 
same. It bears the 'imprint of eveI'llastingness: the Word 
Qlf the Lord, which 'abideth forever. 

We used to have a deacon "in ·this church· who was a 
great 'book-man. He"read widely, and he presided over a 
book-selling concern. He told me once thart; !lie was in . 
London, 'and went to 'a great pU'bHshing house, interested 
in ibooks that he had to order. He went up to one of the 
upper floors in that grealt warehouse, 'arid he saw men 
taking hundreds ;f well-bound 'books ito a hole in the floor 
that went right down to fue basement-a chute. They 
wheeled these books to that chu'te and upset them. He 
went over and sa:id, "Wh'at 'are you d-oing?" "Sending them 
back to ,the paper-mill to he g·round over 'again 'and made 
useful." He picked up one of tihe books: it was CoZenso on 
the Pentateuch. Bishop Colenso was one of 'the earlier 

.. Higlher 'Critics, or Modernists as we caJll them now. He 
had written much, tearing the Bible ,to pieces;. but .nobody 
wanted to read his books any. more. They ·called them 
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i'dead books". - They were being 'thrown down 'the c'hute~ 
and sent back to :the paper manufa:cturers. 

My good deacon saId, "I went from_ 't'here to The Briti~ 
& Foreign Bible Society, and the presses were humming 
everywhere. Doing what? Printing the Bible in English, 
in Frenoh, 'in German, in ItaU-an, in Spanish, in Chinese. 
And 'there, eilther on the' presses or on their shelves they 
had t'he BIble at th'at 'time in more othan six hundred Ian: 
guages. I think it is more than-a thousand now. This 
Book is sJti'H the best seller in all the world. Why? Be-. 
cause ilt is -a Il'iving Book. Wha't is H? :U is ·the Word of 
the living God, and it is written to tell you ahout God. I 
know it is fuB of poetry, 'and history, and phHosophy, and 
bIography-you can cl'assify iots contents in a hundred 
ways. But W'b:at is 'ilt 'all for? The end of it 'all is to tell 
us 8!bout God. That is wh'at the whole Bible is for. It-tells 
us -about God. He is 'the F,ather, ,the Son, the Holly Ghost
one -God. 

Perhaps I have said it before, but I shall say i't again: 
suppose -a sunbeam were sIh,ining Through It'hese windows, 
:md I have a prism here, and I put a piece of white pa'per 
down here, 'and let the sun shine through my prism. You 
_say, "What is that?" That Is 'a sunbeam. '''l!t "is blue." 

-Yes: "It is orange." Yes. "It is crimson." Yes. "lot is 
yell{)w." Yes. So I coU'ld point ouot all the colours of the 
solar. spectrum. My prism would break up that white light. 
into ,all these colours. "What are they?" Just elements 
of 'a sunbeam. "God -is 11ght, 'and in him is no ~arkness at 
all." Yes; He is the Faither; He is the Son; 'and He is the 
Holy Ghost. But there is one OOO'-'not many. That is 
the 'emphasis here-one God! 
" The heathen had many gods. TheY worshipped the sun, 
the moon, the stars; they "changed 'the glory of the uncor
rupUble God into 'an image nia~e loike unto 'a corruptible' 
man"-they made an image of a man and worshipped it
"and tQ birds"--Jt'ney made Him like an eagle, and wor-
shipped that-"and fourfooted ;beasts"-ugly crea:tures
"'and creeping 'tihings." They tried_to imagine what God was 
Ii-ke, and madefor 'themselves ugly representaJtions' of many 
gods. But there are ndt many gods-"there is one God"
only one. 

II. 
"And ONE MEDIATOR between God and men." If there 

are many 'roads to ta:ke you may become 'a little ,confused, 
'and you ,a'Sk, "Which road Should I take?" But 'if 1!here is 

-only one road, if you are to make progress at ail, you 
must 'take Ithat one. ,"There is one mediator"-not many. 

Our Roman Ca:tholic friends tell us there is one God, 
but if you ,want to get to Him, you 'have to go 11:'0 Him 
throught'he Church. The Church is in possession of all 
the graces, 'and -if you would get to-God, ,these things wiH 
be mediated to you- by ,the Church. "What is the Church?" 
0h, the priest. Do you want 00 have your sins forgiven?
Go 'and cOnfess to a priest, 'and 'he will forgive you! You, 
would prey? Well, pray to 'the s'aints, especioal'ly to the 
Virgin Ma'ry, and she will intercede for you! 

They had ra ther an inlteresting ceremony in Rome a 
couple of weeks ago, when they 'eXlhumed the body, of 'a 
pope, Sarto, who died in 1914., They put it on e~hihition 
at St. Peter's hi Rome, and by the living Pope 'he was 
beatified, elevated to the ranks of '~the blessed" ~a dead 
pope! Thirty-seven years after his~eath he gets into ,the 
ranks of "the 'blessed"! -I don'·t know whait' ,he has been 
doing in the meantime. But that is the teaching. And then 
the living Pope prayed to 1!he dead pope, and invoked "the 
new blessed" to inltercede wi,th God in behalf of this 

troubled world! - We-are' pretty hopeless if that is all we 
have. 

Is .jlt not 'amazing.? Is it 'not a certaJn sign rtdlat men are 
spiritually deluded, when 'any 'man in his senses can believe 
such ,humbug as ,thalt? There ds not a word in the Bible 
to support stich n~msense. "Th~re is -one God, and one 
mediator between God and men"---'O'llly·One. 

III. 
Well, 'if, there is oni'y one 'God, I have to deal wi'tih Him. 

If there is o;nly one Mediator, I must know -Who ,that 
,Medi'ator is, so that, 1:Ihrou'gh Him, I may get: to GOd. Who 
is the "one Medl'ator"? "The man Ohrist J~us." He is 'a 
Man? Yes! He- ~s a man. God became Man: He wrapped 
Himself in human flesh, so 'that He might reveal Himself 
to us. 

If you want to make -a little child understand what you_ 
s'ay, wha't do you do? You b~e as child-like as' you can. 
You may :even stoop to "baby talk". This is ,not the place 
for your profound philosophy, when you aore ta!lking to 
lirtltle chlldren. You must tell them pl'ainly what you are 
ta:lldng about, so 1!hat 1!hey win underStand. God, the 
Infinite, stooped tha~ we might understand Him. He 
wrapped Himself in human flesh. He was ,born in Bethle
hem' 'as a hum'an Babe; and He became 'a man: We read 
this morning: 'though "He thought it not robbery' to be 
equal wIth God" yet, ','He took upOn him the form of a 
servant, 'and was made in the likeness of men". Why was 
He made in the Ukeness'of_men? Because,He came to ,take 
your ,place 'and m1ne. "When the fulness of 'time was come, 
God 'sent forth His Son, made of 'a woman, made under the 
law, Ito redeem them that were under the 'I'aw, that we 
mig.ht receive ,the adoption' of sons". He became a Man. 
He fulfilled our life's day for us. 

I 'have sometfmes put ilt in this way: here is 'a man, I 
'will ca:H. him, John Thomas. He is a wastrel, an, idler. 
He d<,>es not l'ike to work. He is due to report at 'a- certa:in 
pla'ce of duty oto-Iii'Orrow morning; but he will not do so. 
A friend who 'knows him, knows that he is ndt goIng, so 
he goes in his place to that facto:t;"Y; he takes his name, 
punches the clock in his name; fills out 'aU the hours of 
the day, and pu;ts in 'a good day's work. He 'does toe same ... 
on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Fl'iday, and S'aturday. 
He does 'tihe same the ne~t week; never loses a minute. He 
does full duty for every hOJ1r of the whole ,period untif pay 
day arrives. At the end df the .time someone s'ays to John 
Thomas, "Go down ,and get your pay.'" He says, "But it 
is of no use." "Why'not?" "I have- not worked: I have 
been 'absent ali Ithe time from the place of duty. I have 
not done 'One !hour's work. Why should I receive pay?" 
"Go and lask for it." "But it is of no use." ~'Well, go 'and 
try." 

John Thomas goes to the of'fice of the paymaster. "What 
is your name?" . "John 'I'homas." He 'goes ,and looks, 'and 
pulls out 'an envelope, 'and hands it to him. And !there he 

, finds t'he, full two' weeks' pay. He says, "But, sir, there is 
som!!thing wrong here. I dId not Work." T<he paymaster 
looks over his books, 'and reports, "FuH time registered, 
every day 'shows fuU duty done. There}s' the 'pay. Take 
n." The man s'ays, "I can'!t understand it." It is the pay 
for two weeks of faithful duly. l!t is a gift to him. But 
somebody else earned it for him. 

But th'at is n{)t 'alI. The' poor fellow Is·m debt beside, 
up to the eyes iIi iit. "I don;t deserve that pay, and I 
cannot pay my debts." " "Well, here 'is anotiher envelope. 
Take it.!' He opens the envelope, and there is enough in 
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it to .pay everything he owes----1>ay off the past. He is a 
free man. 

That is 'the gospel-"made under 'the law, .to redeem 
them which were under the loaw,' ·that we might receive 
1lhe adoption of sons". Christ fulfillled our life's ·day for 
us. L'isten: "He ·took upon him the form of '8. 'servant, and 

. wa,s made in the likeness ()I1"men: ·and being found ~n fashion 
as 'a man, he humbled himself ·and became obedient"
for 'the two weeks, 'and beyond that-"unto death, even t~e 
death of the cross." And there He paid your debt~and mine, 
the M'an Christ Jesus: "Wounded for our transgressions"; 
"bruised fur our iniquities"; "It!he chastisement· of QUT. peace 

• was upon him; 'a,.nd with his stripes we 'are healed." 
You say, "Do you mean to say, ,sir, that I ;have not 

to do penance? I 'am not to be saved by any works ·that 
I do?" You are s'aved by grace. God does it aH. 

But what 'ahoult the next two weeks? Is th'at man going 
to 'be an idler the next two' weeks? Let us suppose the 
man who did his work for him could put his own'spirit into 
t!he man, so that he will no longer bE! an idler, hut an 
industrious man. Let us suppose he could' put his own 
skIll 'into 'h'im, so that he is not onlJ.y: ind~strioi.ts, but com
petent, 'and skiUul 'to do 'the 'task required ()If him: "What 

'the l'aw could not do, in th'a!t it was wea:k through ·the 
flesh"--'the l:~w was an objective standard: "This do and 
l-ive"-"wih'alt the l·aw could 'not do"-'because I could not 
keep it, and you could not keep U-"God sending his own 
Son, in ·the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned 
sin in ·tlie flesh: that the ,righteousness of the 'l'aw might 
be Ifulfilled in us, wh'o walk 'not after the flesh, 'but after 

·the Spirit .... He hlots out our sins, and. He ·imputes to us 
His own perfect righteousness, robing us with His right
eousness, so th's.t we stand before God 'as ·though we had 
never sinned; and He puts His Spirit w'ith'in us, to enable 
us to waJ.k with ~, 'and do the will of God from the 
heartt. "One medi'ator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus," 0 ~ 

:it is just as simple as th'at: "No man hath seen God at 
any 'time; the'only begotten Son, which is in the ,bosom of 
the F'ather, 'he hath declared him." "God is 'a Spirit: and 
they that worship him must worship him in spirit 'and in 
truth." You cannot see a spirit. "A spirit" said the resur
rected Jesus, '''hath not :fles'h and bones as ye see me have. 
Handle me and se~." 

I got 'a letter 'last week from 'a l'ady dn Hlinois. ~he told 
me of her little gi-rl, Mytfanwy. She said, "She is six and a 
half, ;and she 'has heard my husband 'and me talk so much ' 
about you that she said, "M-aJmma, what does Dr. Shields 
look Uke? I Wish I could see him.''' I know that is 'a poor 
illustration! Philip saId, "Lord shew us the Father, and 
it sufft.cet!h us. Jesus s'aid unto hIm, 'Have I been so. 'long 
time with you, and yet th'ou hast not known me, Philip? 
he that 'hath seen me hath seen the Father; 'and how sayest 
thou then, Sh~w us the Father?' If you w,ant ,to know 
whlat ,God is like, you must construe God in terms o~ My 
revel'ation." He 'is "the. express Image" of the Father's 
Person. Because the world needed to know w'ha! God was 

,like, God sent His own Son In the Hkeness of m~. He 
went about doing good, healing Ithe sick, iforgdving sinners, 
opening the eyes of ;the blind, making the 'lame man to leap 
as 'an hart. And .H~ said, "If you would ~now What God 
is 'like, loo.k 'a't Me. Wh'at I ,am, God is." He was God 
Incarna.te. ATe you not glad He is come? 

There was'a certain great man in 'England who greatly. 
objected to 'bavinghis ·portrait taken, 'and he would nev.er 
consent to Ihaving 'a cut made of hiimself. He wrote many 

'books, and his name was widely known. But no one knew 
wlhat he looked like, except those who were near to him. 
Thim an enterprising American ·firm -pi'rated one of his 
books, and :puMished it, in America, and on the front page 
they put a ph()ltogra'ph of somebody who was s'aid to be the 
'aut!hor. It was not the author 'at all, but an utter mis
representation. When :the author s'aw i't, 'he saId, "I don't 
ca:re much about it, but I would rather have my own photo 
th'an ,a,nyone else's. So here you ,are." 

They ma~e God to look Uke birds, and fourfooted 'beasts, 
and creeping 'things. And the Lord said, "You shall not 

. make 'any 'likeness of Me. I wili give you a portrait." 
And He sent His Son in the likeness of sinful men, and 
yet the express image of the Father's Person-united in 
Himself the nature of God,' and the n'ature df man; born 
of 'a -human mother, begotten Of the Holy Gh~t, a dual 
nature, bringing heaven and earth together, and by His 
death removing every· obstacle to·a haly union. 

, . 
• That is what Jesus did. Now He s'ays that if you believe 

on Him, just trust Him, you shall Ibave everlasting life. 
You say, "Is it as simple as all fuat?" • 

The Roman Catholic system, a sOrt of religious system, 
appeal's' to some people. I remember 'a certain minister 
who always wore 'a gown. Tal-k'ing to me .one day in his 
vestry, as he threw o'flf his gown, he said, "Aye, man, this 
commands respect." God help you if you need speCial 
clothes to command respect! The priest wi'th hIS robes, 'and 
his 'bell ringing, 'and all that, is j~st bunkum! I don't 
object to '1!he gown. I agree with a viSiting minister who 
was asked, "Will you weaT a gown?" He replied, "If I' 
must I won"t, if, I needn"t I will." "God is a 'Spirit: 'and 
they that worship him must worshIp him in spirit and in 
truth." . 

What do you 'think God" Who made Ithis marvellously 
fabricated universe, cares a:bout your mummery and your 
mi:Hinery? It is a libel on God: He 'is ,a Spirit! It is as 
simple as that. What do you do Wbe,n you are tbiTsty? 
"Take a drink of water." Who taught you to do that? 
"Nobody.'" What do you do when you 'are hungry? "Eat 
a piece of bread." Who taught you that? . "Nobody." 
What do you do to I}'ive? "I breathe." Who ta.ught you? 
"Nobody." . Who made it possible for you to do all t!hese 
things? The God Who wanted you to live. He made li;fe 
just as simple 'as that. It would be strange if He made 
that larger; longer, everl'asting Hfe, more complicated. No; 
He made it just as simple :as 'that: "If we confess our sins, 
he d,s 'f'althful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 

.us 'from a:1-1 unrighteoU'sness." "One mediator"! One 
Priest! "The Apostaeand High Priest of our profession, 
Christ Jesus" ! He has poWer on earth to forgive sins. 
My hope' is just on llh:at simple text, and h'as ·been these 
many years: "If we confess our sins, 'he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our. sins, 'and to cleanse us from all un
rig'hteousness.G!:> That is what God's Word 'said. Long agO' 
I confessed that I was a sinner. Then God 'by His Spirit 
ena'bled me to say, "Having cOnfessed my sins, ei:ther I'am 
a Ohristian, or God is' a liar-one or the other." I knew 
God could not lie. Then I saw that faith was just to' take 
Him at His word, and rejoi'ce 'in His salvation. 

Let us pray: 
We 1!hank Thee, 0 Lord, ·for the fulness, the completeness, 

the simplicity 'of the way of Jife. May those of us who 
have already received Thee, 'rejodce in Thee 'afres'll, and'may 
any who have not yet received Thee, ,come this morning, 
and take Thee at Thy word, for Thy name's sake, Amen. 
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"And the king was much moved, and went up -to the 
chamber over the gate, 'and wept: and'as he went, thus he 
said, 0 my Son Absalom I wou'ld God I had died fOor thee, 
o .A!bsalom, my son, my. son 1"-2 Samuel 18:33. 

Prayer Before the Sermon' 
o Lord our God, we recognize and acknowledge that we 

are commanded and commis'sioned to speak of those things 
. which 'are beyond ·the comprehension of the natural mind. 
Thou dwellest in light which no man can approach ·unto. 
No man hath seen Thee, nor. can see. Eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither ·have entered into the heart of man; the 
things which God hath prepared for .them that love Hi-m. 
No science c·an discover U; no school can teach it; no effort 
of ·the human mind can unveil, d~scover, or discern, ~he glory 
of the Lord. Only as, Thou dost unveil Thy beauty to our, 
view, only when' T·hou dost open the human heart, enabling. 
it to 'attend to the things which are 'spoken in Thy holy Word, 
from heaven itself-only then can any of us understand. 

But we do rejoice that ,those things which eye 'hath not 
seen, nor e'ar heard, God· is pleased to reveal unto us by His 
Spirit, for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deel? things 
of God. 0 God, how terribly men have been deceIved by 
the tempter! What falsehoods 'he has issued against Thy 
character, 'against Thy holy name! ,How blind men are to 
the realities of the spiritual world! How fO'olishly have we 
all set our affections on things below! Wi'lt Thou not con
descend 'to open our blind eyes this evening. Open Oour under
standings that we may understand the things which the 
Spirit of God shaH speak to us. 

We 'beseech Thee, 0 Lord, to give to everyone in this 
place ·a sense of Thy presence, of Thy nearness, of Thy reality. 
We have no concern as to what men 'shaJU think of us, or of 
this place, if Oonly they may be induced to think of God, to re- . 
turn to God, to believe God, :to serve God, and to love the 
Lord their God with all their heart,. with all their soul, and 
with all their 'strength. Come to us, we pray rhee, in this 
place~. Visit every pew, and every person' in every pew, so 
that we may know this is none other than :the house of God 
and the very gate of heaven. 

Thls we pray also for those who hear this evening whom
we do not see. Li·ttIe groups are gathered here rand there. 
Some 'have ·been brought together by some zeal'Ous· servant 
of Thine, in hope and expectation that 'the word of salvation 
may ;be heard and believed by some who hitherto have closed 
their hearts 'against Jesus 'Christ. May some of our radio 

, hearers 'this evening-yea, may many of them-be soundoly 
converted to God. Visit the solitary hearer, the one who is 
in pain. Visit, we pray Thee, the ;secret hearer, the one who 
hears, and wOould be unwiHing .to olet it be known he hears. 
May the Lord's arrows 'be sharp in the hearts of the Kin'g's 
enemies whereby the people fall under Thee. Wound, Thou 
conquering Christ, that ,Thou mayest heal; kill, we beseech 
Tohee, that Thou mayest make alive 'agaiI\. Oh, that many 
may be convicted of sin, of righteou~ness, and of judgment. 
May the gospel of Thy 'grace prove to every heare~ the power 
of God unto salvation. 

A like blessing we pray upon the testimony of Thy word 
everywhere, whoever shall preach it, wherever it may be 
preached; whether to the .great congregatio~or to but two 
or three; where 'the mother talks with her chiIa this evening, 
ere -the ,little one is sent to bed, albout the things of Jesus 
Christ; bless the Bible story she tells;. 'bless 'her 'as she teaches 
the little one to. pray. May Thy word find entrance to the 
heart; 189 that it shall never 'be forgotten. 

So we pray that the blessing of salvation for time and for 
eternity, the 'blessing of the Lord which maketh rich and 
addeth no sorrow thereto, may be the portion of all who bow 
in Thy presence this night. We ask it in the name of Jesus 
Christ 'our Lord, Amen. 

THE story of Absalom is'" one of the most pathetic, one 
of the most tragi'c, to be found in .the WOord oj God

or, indeed, I "think, to.he found in any literature. Absalom 

'was a particularly 'attractive man. It is said of him, "In 
all Israel there was none to be so much 'Praised as Absa
lom for his beauty: ,from the sole of his foot even to the 
crown of his head, there was· no blemish in him." 

The first great tragedy that entered into the life of 
Absalom was when, at 'a feast" w.hich he himself provided, 
by his own instruction, his brother Amnon was treacher
ous'ly slain.' Having thus d'ipped his hand in 'his brOother's 
blood, he a,n·ticipat~dr the wrath of the king, and immedi
ately ·he took himself to the neighbouring kingdom of 
Geshur where he fo~nd refuge from theking's anger. 
'There he remained for some time. During his absence we 
are told that "the soul of king David longed. to 'gOo forth 
unto Absalom", But he restrained himself, and permitted 
Absalom to remain in the far country. 

Some time jater, through the joint intercession of Joab, 
and the woman orfTekoah whOo prayed' 'by Joab's i·nspira.
tion, the king ·gave permission for Absalom to return. He 
stipulated, however, that he must live in his own house, 
that he should not see the king's face. So Absalom re
turned to Jerusalem, and lived in his own house;· and for 
two years, though in his father's country, never came into 
his father's presence, nor saw the king's face.. At the 
end of the two years he petitioned' Joab ag·ain to inter
cede in his behalf, to which request Joab at last re'luct

. antly responded. Ahsalom was permitted to c.ome· into. 
the presence of the king. A reconciliation was effected, 
and the king~issed Absalom" 

Then Absalom tOOok up his station at the gate of the 
city, and whenever 'he 'found . anybody W;ho had a griev
ance, anybody who was out of sorts with the 'govE)rnment 
of the day, he made friend-s with him~as traitors always 
do. He said to, them, "Oh that I were -made judge in the 
land, that.every man which hath any.suit or cause might 
com~ unto.me, and, I would do him justice'''· Thus little 
by little h~. stole the heart's of the men qf Israel. When 
thus he ha'd wrought seditiously over a considerable peri
od of time, and' when he had reas'on to hope that the har
vest en traitors would be sufficiently large to justify an 
open revolt, 'he commissioned certain men to go to Hebron, 
instruct'ing them that when they should hear the sound . 
of the trumpet, they should cry" "Absalom reigneth in. 
Hebron." "And with A'bsa"lom went two hund'red men 
out of Jerusalem, that were called; -and they went in 
their simplicity, and they knew not any thing." They 
were dupes of the traitor; they assisted him in his fell 

.' . , 
purpose. 

When 'the trumpet sounded the rebellion be'gan, and 
dray after 'day men forsook the standal'd of David,. Ahi
thophel, the king's counsellO'r, proved to :D,e a traitor. Many' 
of those upon whom David had depended, forsook him, 
and; went 'over to the enemy's camp. It looked for a while 
as though David's day were done, for it was reported to 
him that "~all the people" were going after Absa'lom. 

-At last David gathered a few trusted friends a,bout 
him, and went out of his city. He went·up Mount Olivet, 
weeping as he went up, like a Greater than he at a later 
day. He left 'his capital city behind him, and went out 
'onceagain into the wilderness, despised and rejected of 
men. But Joab sounded the trumpet, and the. king gave 
permission to number the men of Israel, and to set the 
battle in array. Those who were faithful to David went 
out under the command of Joab to do battle a:gainst 
Aba-alom and his fellow-traitors. 
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'The battle was joined in the wood of EphraIm, and 
that day the wood of Ephraim devoured more than the 
sword; 'and when Absalom, riding upon his mu'le, was 
passing under the branch of an oak 'Of the forest, his 
splendid locks, of which he was so proud, waving in the 
air, wrapped themselves about the branches, the beast 
from under him went away, and Absalom was left sus
pended in the oak. When J oab heard it he took darts 
in his hand,and, finding the rebel helpless, he p'ierced 
him to the heart and slew him. 

, Then two men set out to tell David the result of the 
battle. The one who came first had no particulars to give, 
and he was made to stand aside while 'Cushi told his tale. 
Before Joab went out to 'battle, David' had commanded 
him, ",Dea'! gently for my sake with the young man, even 
with Absalom. I know he is a traitor. I know he is a 
bad man. But he 'is my son. Deal as 'gently as! you can ' 
with him." ,When David knew that the battle was being 
fought, he went up to the tower 'Over the gate eagerly to 
await the,news of the day. , When this messenger came 
he asked not whether Joab had been successful or not, 
nor whether the rebellion was quelled and' his throne 
made once more secure: one question leaped' to his lips, 
for it was the uppermost longing 'Of his heart. He said, 
"Is the young man Absalom safe?" As though he would 
say, "I care not much about the issue of the battle. Tell 
me, Is Absalom safe?" Cushi, thinking to give good 

, news, said, "The ,enemies of my 'lord the king, and all 
that rise a'gainst :thee to do thee hurt, be as that young 
man is." When David heard it he went up to the chamber" 
over the gate, crying his heart out: "0 my son Absalom, 
'my son, my son Absalom! would 'God: I had died for thee, 
o A'bs1}Iom, my s.on, my son!" 

Surely one 'Cannot read that story without being im
pressed with the strength, the wealth, the almost im-

<> mortality 'Of a father's, love. And yet it has in it elements 
of pathos and of tragedy. I use it as an illustration, first, 
that I may show you wherein the lO'l!e of David resembles 
the love of God, and then that I may show you wherein 
the love of God t,ranscends all human affection. 

I. 
I say, there is A CLOSE RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN THE 

LOVE OF DAVID AND THE LOVE OF 'GOD. , 
His love was 'lavished upon a wilful and wayward soul. 

Absalom desired ,to ,be a law unto himself. He wanted to 
have his, own way, to do his oWn will, to indulge h'is own 
pleasure, He, was d'etermined upon his 'Own course, and, 
though his father's son, apparently he had made no con
tribution Whatever to the weal of the kingdom. He had 
never been a dutiful subject of the king: he had been 
from the beginning-and was to the end-a rebel at 
heart. But.in spite of his rebellion, in spite of his mani
fest antagonism to David and all the interests of his 
kingd,om, his father, strimge'ly enough, loved' him. His 

, love survIved that tremendou,s test. , 

That is parallel to the conditions which obtain in the, 
spiritual realm; for men· are natively opposed 'to God 
enemies in their minds by wicked works; their carnai 
minds are "enmity against 'God: for (they) are not sub-

)ect ~ the law of God, neither indeed can be". We are 
amazed sometimes when we' read, not only of the anti
Christian attitude of Russia, but of its antagonism to
ward, and its utter ·hatred 'Of, the very idea of 'God, its 
desire to elbow God out of the world and to rei-gn in 
His stead. But the "old man", in eve~ one of us is a 

Bolshevist. Bolshevism is not new: it is native to the 
human heart. The "old man" of whom Paul speaks, is 
an anarchist. It is "not subject to the law of God, neither 
ind~ed can be." 

Can you love peop'le of that sort? Playfully the Irish
man says he 'is "agin'" the government. ,He may be a 
very admirable soul, and' his opposition may be only 
theor,etical. But this' thing that hates all governments, 
and that insists upon being a law unto itself-what is it? 
You call it Bolshevism? you 'call it Communism? You 
call 'it Anarcliy? Atheism? The Bible calls it !by one 
name: it is simp'ly sin. Sin in a pronounced expression 
perhaps, !but that is what sin is, rebellion against God. 
And we have aU rebelled agaInst Him. "We :tJ.ave a'll 
sinned, 'and come short of the glory of God." Why should 
God love any 'Of us? . But He does, in spite of our wil-
fulness. • 

'The love of Day'id~ was not ,tu1'ned aside by blood-guilti
ness. Absalom had blood on his hands. He had 'been, 
responsible for the -death of his half..,brother. His half
brother was- not a good man, but instead' of his being 
brought to judgment by due process of law, he had been 
treacherous'ly slain. He had died at the 'hand of a mur
derer, and Absalom had insHgated the murder. 

Sin has d'eath at its heart' always: Sin kills. Some
times you read in the paper of a young man who has done 
s.ome dreadful thing,' and has brought himself under 
the 'condemnation of the law. Everybody knows that he 
is bound to pay the penalty for his crime. People begin, 
to wonder then what. sort of home he came from, and 
wh'O his mother. and father were. They are not content 
until they have found some woman somewhere broken
hearted, cut to the heart by somehody's sin. 

Sin always does that. It.is but an illustra:ti'on of its 
great crime, its capital offence, for I tell y'ou, my frienas, 
sin never stops until it comes to the pla:ce 'cal'led 'Golgotha, 
which, being interpreted, i'l3 the place of 'a skull. It always 
d'rives its spear to the heart of Incarnate Deity. Sin is a 
bloody, damnable thing. Away with thed'amnable heresy 
of evolution, tllat which leads people to believe that they 
are to 'be excused for their fiendishness! No! Bin has 
made murderers of us a'lL We have admitted' to our 
hearts the very thing that drove the nails th'rough the 
hands of Jesus 'Christ, and put the crown of thorns upon 
His brow. Do not dress it up. Look at it for what it is; 
and never cease to wonder that the love of God' is not 
turned aside even from the murd'erers of His own Son. 
"Ye ki'lled'the Prince of life," said Peter, "ye denied the 
H'Oly One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be 
granted unto you; and killed the PrincE! of life, whom 
Go'd hath raised from the dead." 

How could anyone love ,people 'like that? But that is 
your portrait, and' it is mine. I say; the matchless marvel 
of the gospel is that it is' the disclosure of a love that can 

. surVive a guilt like that. 
The love of David was a love -that suffered long, and 

was kind, and was not easily provoked. What a terrible 
man Absalom had ;been, with all his ,external, his outward, 
beauty! What an infamous liar he was! What a de
ceiver! There was no truth or honour in him. He actually 
kissed the king-as Judas kissed Jesus of Nazareth. He 
prOfessed loyalty, while In his heart he. was planning and 
plotting th~ overthrow of his government. . 

What a bad lot we are! A little while ago 'people were 
telling us human nature was rather a fine thing. There. 
are many of the "fine things" 'getting into penitentiary 
nO'Wadays! Mu'Ch of this 1ast product of evolution is 
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unmasking itself. 'There is nothing lovely in human state had all his great powers 'been consecrated to his 
nature of itself, in its quintessence. There is not one of father's service! -Bui.instead of that, the'y were all ex-

· you who is not at heart a deceiver. You have deceived ercised in his own interes-ts, even thou.gh it involved the 
yourself. You have deceived others. There'are men and destruction of the very kingdom itself. 

· women here who do not even deal frankly with ·God-and And yet, although David must have been terribly dis-
God knows they do ·n9t. The religious' profession of appointed' in him, and' looked back to the day when he 
multitudes of people is nothing but· a sham - as was was growing from boyhood to young manhood, when no 
Absalom's. When he 'went to Hebron he said to· the doubt he said to himself, "What a tower of strength this 

· king, his father, "Let me go and pay my vow, which I young man will be when he grows up! How I s·hall be 
hl!-ve vowed unto the Lord, in Hebron." a:b'le to lean on him! How he will reinforce me in all 

This unmitigated scoundrel, this criminal of all crim- the interests of my kingdom", he loved him still. .Ab
inals, this trai-tQr of all traitors; went to Hebron profess- salom turned out to ,be the worst enemy that David ever 
ing to worship God, while really intending to ov.erthrow had; ,bitterer than Saul himself. But in spite of "it David 
the king's dominion. . '. loved 'him. . 

I venture to say a daring thing, Qut I believe it is true I shall not discount. the capacity of human nature. I 
'L-and it is no discount upon organized religion, nor is it go all the way with the principles which those vain
uncomplimentary to the church. Properly understood, it glorious orators voice when they delight to discourse upon 
is a high compliment. But· you will" find the sh1lrpest, such a text as this, "What 'is man ?"-they usually bike 
shrewdest, and most unprincipled men in the world among that, and "leave .the ~est of the verse.· I heard a man 
those who profess the reJiogion of the Lord Jesus Christ. preach from that text. How he glorified man! How he 
There are many Absa:loms. . pi'Ctured 'him as a superman! How he spread his wings 

Can anybody rel!pect them? Can anybody feel any and soared away to heaven! Man is such a clever fellow 
liking for them? I do not know. Perhaps it· is a good altogether. SO he is! It would' be foolish to discount 
thing for our m'utual peace of mind that we none of us ~.uman achievemen:t .. ''!'here are many Absaloms" men. of 
know each other thoroughly. But I do know this, that in ~ncalculabl~ ~otentIahtIes. When I read of a man ·s buIl~
spite of all the evil of Absa'lo.m's heart, the love of his mg ~n empIre of comme';'Ce, whe~ I. rea;~' of a ma~ s 
father never failed. He loved him in spite of it all. . headmg a .great concern WIth a capltahzatlonof two bII-

. .' . ~. lions of dollars or more, when I see him gqverning that 
I would remm.d yo~; too, t~at th~ love of ~av~d w~s hke empire 'as 'a village s·chool master looks after his 'little 

the love o~ '~d.m thIS, that tt 'UJ(LS not l~ckmg ~n dtsce'!'n- school, I cannot 'help saying, "What a man!" If a man 
ment 01' d1,sctpltne. It was not a maudh~, 'sentImentahty. - of these powers could .have consecrated all his abilities 

· I gr~w ~eary ?f the people who s~y, . We want more to human servi'Ce, and to the glory. of God, what a public 
love, whIle theIr eyes flash, and: theIr fISt~ are clenched. servant he could' have been! . 
I do not want you to love me WIth your fIstS! I do not n ....". . 
want you to love me with your to~.gue either. "Let us o~ many men there are to-day who ~Igh.t ~ave .been 
not love in word neither in tongue' but in deed and in conspICUOUS b.efore all the world for theIr dlstmgUlshed 
t th" ,-, servIce to theIr fellows, and to 'God a·hove them! Instead C) 

ru '.' . of that, they have been like Absa'lom': they have lived for. 
'Davld l?ved Absalom, a~:d when 'he went ~ond~; to .themselves. Some of them have come crashing down to 

Geshur, h.IS heart. would fam have followed hl~: Th~ ruin, others have not fallen· yet; !~)Ut I tell you the 
soul. of kmg DaVId longed to ~o forth un!o. Absalom. Absaloms who live 'for themselves, and who have no care 
But he was the hea~"of '~h~ .natIOn, and he S8:1~; "I mu.st for. any.body but themselves, are not particularly praise
not. I must rec~gmze ~IS .sm. I must ma~e -hIm fee~ It. worthy. The powers of ~ost of us may be very limited, 
I.dare no~, caU hIm back ~Ith bloo? ~pon h.ls hands .. Let but what we have we have used against God. We cannot. 
hll'r~ ~tay. It was only by the mte:ces!\lon and ~nt~r- throw stones at other 'people, because we have done the 
poslt~n of another that at 'last DaVId 'gave permISSIon same thing ourselves. What a wi-eKed lot we are!-
for hIm to return. . 

The love of 'God, my friends, is not a mere soft senti- "Where every prospect pleaoses, 
mentalism. The 'wonder of it all is that while 'God're- And only'man is vile." . 
cognizes our uQ,worthiness, and recognizes our sin, and "Tone. that down," says someone, "man· is not vile." 
never for a moment condones it, but always deals with us Is he not?' You must give me another adjective then
as sinners, yet He loves us,- but a stronger 'one-properly to describe human nature in 

"He saw' me ruined by the f~Il" . 
Yet loved me notwithStanding all; 
He 'saved me from my lost estate; 

\ His 'loving-kindness, 0 how great!" 

The love of David was a love tha;t wept at the prostitu
tion of great ·powers. What a great man Absalom was! 
He was a born leader of men. He was not a weakling: 
he was a strong man. He was a man of dominating, force
ful, personality. Wherever he sat was .the head of the 
table in 'any company. In appearance, .and in the poten
tialities of tbat marvellous persona1ity, Absalom was a 
prince. What'a servant of tbe king he might have been! 

·What a comfort to his father he m'ight have been! What 
a contribution he 'Could have made to the welfare of the 

its last 'deve'lopment. You and I know that these· hearts 
of ours, that were made to !be the dwelling-places of God, 
with a capacity for all the enjoyment of he·aven. 'have been 
so prostituted by the devil that they have fallen to the 
lowest levels of "hell. 

Read the newspaper if you do not believe it. Take it to 
your modernistiC theologi'cal professor and say, "What do 
you think of that·? Do you tell me human, nature is not 
depraved? Do you ten me that it has not got hell at the 
heart of it?" The worst sinner of all is the man or wo
man who cloaks his or her selfis'hness with religion. I. 
do not understand it, but David's love for A:bsalom still 
remained, even as '.God loves us in spite of our sin. 
. David's love survived an attenipt to dest1"OY it, for 

when Absalom went forth to the battle, he instructed h'is . . 

-. 
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officers to smite the kin.g only. That is what Absalom 
was bent upon, 'and that is what sin is, It aims at the 
overthrow of the throne in the heavens. It aims, when it 

- is finished,. at the dethronement O'f 'God. And yet God 
loves us. One mignt have supposed'thata thing li'ke that 
would be enough to extinguish ev.en the love of God,. "But 
many waters cannot quench love", and 'the lovi! that God 
has for us survives this lbarrier of our unworthiness, even 
as David's love survived the treachery and murderous in': 
tent' of Absalom. '. 

II. 

Very ,briefly let me. try now to show you WHEREIN THE 
~OVE OF 'GOD TRANSCENDS ALL HUMAN LoVE. 

For a long time David ·did not know what was in Ab
..salom, and when Absalom came and kissed the king, I 
doubt not that Da.vid hoped Absalom ha'd rome to re
pentance, that his heart was changed, and that now he 
would become 'a dutiful son and ·subject. ·If he h'ad kno:wn 
how base he was at heart, could he have 'loved him still? 

.~ . 
Another came to kiss' another King. And do you re

member that vhat other King ;h1l.d predicted his coming, 
and had said, "Verily I say unto you, that one of you 
shal'l betray me"? And when the dis'Ciples asked, "Lord, 
is oj t I? Is it I?" and John leaning upon His 'breast asked, 
"Lord, who is it?" He said "He that d'ippeth his hand 
with me in the dish, the same shall betray me." And 
Judas went out into the night to accomplish' his purpose. 
When by and by they met Him in the 'garden, and Judas 
had given 'a sign 'to those who would apprehend Jesus of 
Nazareth, say'ing, "Whomsoever I shall kiss, that s'arne is 
he: hold him fast," and when Jesus came saying, "Hail 
master," and kissed Him, Jesus 'Christ was not surprised, 
He did not call him ,by any 'bitter name, but red'eeming 
love made its last appeal to him. ~He said', "Friend! 
Friend! Friend! Wherefore art thou come ... Betrayest 
thou the 'son of man with a kiss? I have known all the 
time, Judas." 

My. friends, the wonder to me is that a love that is not 
blind, a "love that can see us through ·and· through,. a love 
that is joined to perfect knowledge, the love of Him from 
Whose 'eyes no secrets· are hid-that 'a love li'ke that can 
look into your heart and mine, know how base we are, 
how utterly ungodlike we are, how ungrateful, and love us 
in spite of it ·all. But He does. You cannot tell Him 
anything: He kn'ows all about you 'before you ·begip. 

I 'have'told you the story before, but it crosses m'y mind 
at the moment, and I will te'll it again' because it illus
trates my thought. M'any years ago I heard a 'preaclier 
tell of a man in the Southland' who came of one of Eng
land's noble houses, who set his heart's love upon some 

. lady of the South, the daughter of a wealthy pI-anter. 
Ultimately they were betrothed, and the day of the mar
riage was set. When it had gone as far 'as that, an old 
coloured mammy that waited upon her mistress, who had 
known ·the family for many years, and 'held a secret that 
was known to but a few, decided she must apprise her 
mistress of the fa'et. She knew ·the Southern· prejudice 
against aH taint of coloured blood, and she -took this young 
lady 'aside and .told her that two or three 'generations back 
a dash of coloured blood had entered into her family, 
and that she had coloured blood" negro bloo~, in her veins. 

The young woman,: was overyvhelmed by the revelation, 
and brokenhearted with 'disappointment. 8-he sent for 
her lover, 'and when he came she kept him'at 'a distance. 
She had gathered together all his presents, aiid then, tak-

ing the betrotlial ring from ·her finger, handed them all to 
him, saying, "I have sent to teN you that we can never 
be one, that the m~rriage cannot take place." "But why?" 
he ·asked. "I ·cannot tell you; it is a foamily secret, 'but 
there is an insurmountable barrier between my family 
and yours. I release you, and you must release'me. Take 
all your presents back, and, especially this ring." But, 
this. splendid young man was 'a regular .Loch'invar, and' 
was not easily dissuaded. He insisted on hearing tlie 
story. Expecting ,him to rush from her presence, she told 
him the secret whi'Ch her nurse had told her the ni'ght 
before; and concluded, "It wou'ld be impo'ssible for my 
family to be united to yours." He smiled, took the ring 
from the table and replaced it on her hand with a gentle 
violence a;nd s'aid, "That will stay there." "But it cannot." 
"Is that all you have to ten me?" he enquired. "All! It' 
is enough, is it not?" "Perhaps so," he replied, "but I 
knew that long ago, before I ever asked: you to b.e mine." 

Sometimes the believer discovers depths within his own 
nature that fill -him with 'alarm, and :he says, "Surely, 
surely, the. Lord Jesus could not have loved me had He 
known that." But when we come ·to Him confessing our ' 
sins He always says, "It is nothing new to me: I knew 
it long' ago." 

"But none of the ransomed ever knew 
. How deep were the waters crossed,' , 

Nor how dark wa's the night that .the Lord passed 
through, 
Ere He found His sheep that was lost: 

Out in the desert He heard its cry. 
Sick and helples·s and ready to die." 

'And He went aiter it. His was a seeking love: "The 
Son of man is come to seek and to save that, which was 
lost." David did not go to 'Geshur: 'he waited until 
Absalom came to him. If 60d had waited for you and me 
to 'come to Him, we never should- have come. "We love' 
him, . because h~ first loved us." That is the philosophy 
of it. How great is the love of God! 

With this word I have done, The love of 'God for us 
is a love that overcomes all obstacles, removes all barriers 
in t;he way of our reconcilation. David said, "Would 
God i had died for thee, 0 Absalom, my son, my son! . 1-
wish I had died myself instead of Absalom, that he might 
have lived." No .plaintive, tragic, ·"It might have been," 
ever es-caped the lips. of the omni'potent God: "Scarcely 
for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for 
a good man some would even dare to die. But God oom
mendeth his love toward us, in that, While we were yet 
sinners, -Christ died for us." 

You read sometimes of terl'ible crimes of which men 
are ·guilty. With al'l :the evidence in the newspaper as 
clearly set out as it could be in a court of law, yet you 
know there will be a trial. . Everythjng will 'be done in 
perfect ·order. But you say, "It is 'a foregone conclu
sion. The man is 'guilty. He is bound t.o d.ie, No power 
in the world 'Can save him: No wealth can purchase his 
redemption. No 'influence of any sort can effect nis re
lease. The man is as good as dead already." How help
l.ess are his best frieHds! A mother's love, a father's 
love, a wi.fe's love, anybody's love-everybody's love-
is impotent! 

But such was the sit~ation God faced. We were under
'the condemnation of the holy law of 'God, and' neither 
seraphim, nor cherubim, nor angels, nor archangels, could 

'effect our deliverance. But you remember how Joab 
put in the mouth of the -woman of Tekoah, "Neither doth 



, 

12 (204) THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE July 19, 1951 

.' 
God respect any person: yet doth he devise means, that 
his banished be not expelled from him." He has found 

, a way. to do it. He has found 'a way whereby He can be ' 
just, and yet the Justifier of him that believeth on Jesus. 

"Oh, for this love, let 'rOcks and rills . 
Their' 18lSting 'silence break, ' 

And all 'harmonious human tongues 
The Saviour's praises speak." 

"And all tilroug.h the mountains, thunder-riven, 
And up from the rocky steep, 

There 'arose ,8, cry 'to the gate of, heaven, 
'Rejoice! I have founp ·My slleep!' 

And the angels echoed around the throne, 
'Rejoice! for the Lord brings back His own!'" 

. • . p 

There is no other love like that! That is the love I 
offer you in the name of my Master. I can say no other 
than this, "God so loved the world, that ~e gave his only 
begotten Son, that who.soever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." 
. Let us pray: 

o -Spirit of God, we 'beseech Thee by ,Thy gracious ministry 
. to ,heart and conscience, to the human wiN, to quicken us aU 

in Thy fear, and save us everyone from the folly of rejecting 
, a .love Hke Thine. Constr:ain many to come to Him Who 

Is the Lover of their souls, Amen. 

SEMINARY ACTIVITIES 
By W. S. Whitcombe 

While an almost unearthly quiet pervades the Seminary 
buildings these days, 'Seminary activities have not abated; . 
they have merely moved to other fields of labour. Since 
lectures. "Ceased the writer has' seen a I'arge number 9f 
'our' students 'at work in various places 'and in various 
capacities and with one consent they· have assured him 
they are not working less than when school was"in session. 

An Accident 
It is with joy and gratitude to God that we are able 

to report that Miss Doris Orrett, who' s·uffered an acci
dent in Sudbury, is now at 'home in 'Toronto, and after 
spending a few more weeks in, bed, hopes to tbe able to 
move about on 'crutches. This is a severe disappointment 
to her !lnd to all of us, for Miss Orrett was 'looking for
ward to sp~nding the summer in carrying the Good News 
in French to those who had been deprived of "it. However, 
we recognize that Go,d's ways are not ours' and give Him 
thanks that her life was spared. As it was, the wheels 
of·a truck 'passed over her"as she lay prostrate on the 
road after 'having tumbled from her bicycle,! Our stu
dents must be made of tough ma,te'rials ! 

A Student Bears Witness 
The following lines from Brother Horace Wilkins, sec

ond year student, indicate that even those who are not. 
able to devote .their full time to the Lord.'s work are 
by np means unfruitful in His service: 

"The Lord has beEm good to me and given me Work of 
my own trade within t'he town. Working close to home 
provides an extra hour every day for study and 'also saves 
bus transportation expenses. Though r don't' occupy 'a 
pulpit r find that here, among common workmen, there are 
intelligent peoPle .from a!l,l r~ligions 'and races who look 
at me and say, "So he is 'associated with Jesus Christ, is 
he?" What a dangerous position! r must watch iest r 
should ,bring reproach upon that n,oly name. And what a 
joy it is to sit 'at 'lunch hour 'and talk to some hungry soul 
Of the Bread of Life. . 

"But carpentering isn"t all my business here. r enjoy 
the fellowship of the Lord's people 'as we meet to study 
His Word. I am sitting under the ministry of one of God's 
most able servants 'and 'am havIng my soul fiHed. 

. . "Of course, in Sudbury it is ,almost "'imPosSible ·to hide 
this knowledge of 1!he grace of God. under a bushel. Satur
day nigiht aiffurds opportunity to present it to the multitudes 
in the Open Air, Meeting. Here, the Chris·Uan heart cannot· ' 
help thut rejoice in seeing the many interested people drink
ing in the Word of God. 

"r have the joy of delivering God's mess'age to a group 
of . boys every Thursday. evening 'at Mi'nnow L'ake. But 
that's not all. r have the privHege of accompanying Etienne' 
Huser 'On Saturday 'afternoons on 'his canv'ass of the French 
~ection. r don't know i.f r 'am to 'be his body guard or silent 
observer, but it does my soul good to watch him present 
Jesus Christ '~o these d'arkened souls.~' -

Vacation Bible Schools g 

Since the prst of this month, two teams of lady-stu-, 
dents have been at work on D.V.B.S. projects, one in 
Essex, Ontario, the ot~era bilingual undertaking "in 
Malartic, 'Quebec. This is ·exacting work, 'as' those know 
who have attempted it, and yet one 'that often proves to 
be very profitable in 'after ye'ars as the seeds' of t'he Gos-
pebare sown 'in young minds. , 

Rev. B. R. Oatley-WiUis writes that the first week of 
the Vacation Bible School at Es'sex saw an enro'llm~nt of 
,seventY-four ~ith a daily average of sixty. 'T.his is 'a good 
beginning. 

, Report on Mr. De~pster. 
Mr. Dempster continues to make satisfactory progress' 

in the nursing-home and was very happy to have received 
a telephone 'call the 'Other day from Student-pastor John 
Jones and student'Reg. Brown in Courtland. 'The latest 
figures on the Dempster Hospitalization Fund are as 
follows: . 
Reported last week ........... -. . . . . . . . . .. .. $2,851.64 
Received to July 17th ...................... 81.00 

$2,9&2.64. 
Only $67.36 to go to 'the $3,000 mark. Who will put 

it over the top? Let us hear from you. 
Again we thank 'aU who have taken part in this fund. 

. Rally of Northern Churches 
A number of our Northern ChurC!hes too~ 'part in a Do

minion Day Rally held at the Lavigne Church. Several 
of our students were present and took part. . We h'ave not 
received a detai'led report but understand that there were 
te~Umonies in French and a good time was reported by . 
all. The offering was sent to the Dempster Fund. . 

Las-t week Mr. Huser spent preaching in French at a 
serieS of meetings conducted with Rev: Yvon Hurtubise 
at Malartic, Qu~bec. 

Grace Baptist Church-Lavigne 
By Rev. J. R. Boyd in The Berean Ambassador 

'Northern Ontario's only French Protestant Church 
has just passed another milestone. On June 28th the. 
members of this little work 'at ~Lavigne met for their 
annual meeting. There was not much 'Of sensational 
character in the reports, but cause for 'a measure of joy
fulnes.s and hope. Four French believers were baptized 
there during' the year; and one more young man has re
quested that he shou'ld be accepted for baptism. In the 
same period the Church had the privilege of furnishing 
the bilingual,'Church at Malartic with 'a"good'and faithful: 
wOl'ker. Perhaps most noteworthy was the fact that 
though the total membership is little more than twenty, 
. they gave, through their regular 'Offerings, more than 
$450 to. missionary works bes"ides spending a ·very com
mendable amount o'f money in efforts to evangelize others 

. in their 'Own qistrict. Such works as these established 

•. 1 
I 
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and serving where blackest heathenism securely reigned. 
a few short years ago, surely prove 'that it is worthwhile 
to take God's Word to French Canadians. 

Baptisms at Ir,onbridge 
Student-'Pastor Ken Burton writes from Iron-bridge, 

Ontario: _ 
"Last Lord's' Day was ,another high time for the be

liever here; as three of theil' number followed their Lord 
through the water IOf 'baptism. Rev. D. Macgregor was 
here for the occas-ion and preached the Word. 

~'Other branches of the work are continuing -with the 
blessing of the Lord. We plan a two 'week Vacation Bible 
School in the early part of August. As the summer speeds 
by, we press forward to make Chri'st known by all means. 
Continue 'in praye:t: with us that the Lord may crown 
the effort with success." . 

Progress at Essex 
Rev. B. R.' OatleY-Willis -writes from Es"sex: 
"In 'Common -with most churches', the summer "months 

genera:lly see 'a drop ~n "attendance. However, we are 
happy to report that our "attendance has kept up and our 
Sunday School has avera"ged around a hundred and twenty 
which is better than our average of a year ago. 

"Our Junior -Choir, which w"as formed recently, now 
sings at the morning service and: has progres'sed remark
ably well under the leadership of our 'P'i"anist Miss Ruth 
Parker. Our Young People's Department"'has also been 
pressed into service, "and recently took an evening service 
which was a blessing "to all. . 

"Since our last letter -we have 'commenced our D.V.B.S. 
with Miss Walker and Miss Rosene, two of our Seminary 
students... " 

"Our Sunday School visitation has had encouraging re
sults, our teachers "and pthers who have "assisted in this 
necessary ministry all testify to the 'blessing to their own 
souls which they have received in .this worlC"as they go 
into the homes of the" chi1dren. 

""Still we cannot be satisfied. I was appalled recently 
to di'scQver from a 'recent 'PQll' I was able to do that lOut 
of a population of over three thous"and only four hundred 
an'd four Protestants attended a church serVice. This is 
a "challenge and we cannot be complacent." 

OPEN·AIR PREACHING IN FRANCE 

MR. WILFRED BAUMAN, B.A., B.D., one of the mem
hers IOf the graduati~g das!s of Toronto B-aptist Sem

inary in 1950 has 'been in France 'and Switzerland since 
graduation. We learn with satisfaction that he has received 
a "mention bien" on graduation from the course of study 
he was pursuing a:t La SorboIine, the University of Paris. 
He is now enga'ged in visiting various 'Centres in NlOrthern 
France in company -with. Pastor Itty of Paris and Mr, 
M-arc Huser "of Alsace. The latter is a cousin of our 
Etienne Huser, present student-professor of French at 
the Seminary. " The "caravan" .referred to in .the follow
ing letter is the 'Gospel Bus of the Church at Colombes, 
Paris, of which Rev. Emile Guedj is the pastor. The 
three mis'sionaries .have cooking "and sleeping facilities 
in the truck, whi"ch "is also equipped "with 'loud-speaker 
for open-air meetings, 

Mr. Bauman's "letter ibegins outside of Amiens, France, 
on July 4, and is continued bi't by bit throughout the 
whole of Northern France and Belgium Where he is work· 
ing with Pastor Maurice Mafille, pastor of the Church at 
Croix-Lil'le. Mr. Bauman writes: -

A Great Send-off in Paris 
"Here we are on the road -with the "caravan of the Co- " 

lombes Church with Marc Huser an'd Pastor Itty of Paris. 
We 'got off ,to "a good start yesterday afternoon with 
a brief prayer-meeting with a" group of ladies of the 
church at the home of the Guedjs. Last Sunday they 
gave us" a "great send-off at the Colombes 'Church. There 
was a wonderful spirit iIi the meeting. It was a thrill 
to be greeted at the door hy all the" saints wishing us 
godspeed. That will be a time long to be remembered. In 
the afternoon we had "a si·milar service at the rue de 
Sevres, Mr. Itty'"S church. . . 

"One ni'ght we caII.1ped on Vimy Rid:ge, not far fz:om 
the monument in memory of 60,000 'Canadians who .(lost 
their lives there during the first World War. " 

. Open-air Markets 
"Since we have arrived here in Croix, Pastor M"afille 

has kept us very busy. It reminds me of the days when 
I was in the North with Mr. Boyd. We have had on an 
average of ·four open-"air meetings e'ach evening. Every 
night we go to 'a different place, turn on the 10ud-speakers 
and get out the accordion and begin our meeting. While 
we play "and sing the young people of the church here 
give out tracts and offer N ewTestaments and Bibles. 
Sunday morning we were at Roubaix, a 'great textile 
centre. There were many people at the market and we 
sold" several Bibles. Yesterday at the market "at Tourcoing 
we . noticed "a marked difference. The people are very 
Roman 'Catholic and do' not readily "aCcept the tracts 
offered them. Last night we stopped at the market place 
in front of the Roman 'Catholic Church. ' 

"We have had many opportunities to give out tracts, 
to witness, and to sell New Testaments "and Bible~. Oyer 
here in France there' are 'great market places": crowds 
of peop'le 'COme to 'buy, not only food, but "dry goods, hard
ware, almost everything. We too have a table we dress 
up as best we can and sell Bibles. We have a big poster 
on the 'caravan door "advertising 'the Bible. I play the ac
.cordion to attract the <;rowds and the young people from 
the church give out tracts and try to interest people in 
the Word IOf Go"d. People here know very li,ttle of the 
Bi:ble-just as in French Canada. " 

'The other day we cros"sed' over the border into Belgium 
for a brief visit. We had to remov~ the loud-speakers 
from the car. I do not know what we shall be "able to 
do without them when we 'go to the great city IOf Bruxel'les 
for meetings. Our 'passing through here appears to have 
been the "source of blessing to the church. The young 
people are -doing gre"at work in giving out tracts. Some 
who were backward have been encouraged to take a bold'er 
part in the work. May the seed "sown bring forth much 
fruit. We have run out of New Testaments "and shall 
have to buy some more 'as only two "are now on hand.". - . 

We hope to have further reports of this missilOnary 
work "from Mr. Bauman and his fellow-workers and assure 
them of our deep interest in the'ir labours and our prayers 
for theni~W.S.W .. 

I feel right giad to meet with a zealous man now:days, 
for zeal for God has become a rare quali'ty in the land. 
You see plenty of zeal where poli'ticsare concerned. 
Fashion and art and society and literature each one 
eVQkes zeal of a certain 'kiind'; but we are not over-rione 
with those who are zealous in the matter of religion .. 

-C. H. SPURGEON 
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Bible 'School Lesson Outline 

obeying His will in our own lives and in the, lives of others. 

Vol. 16 Third Quarter Lesson 4 July 22, 1951 

The last three petitions concern 'our personal need·s. We 
require sUiStenance for each doay; not merely the supply 'for 
our physical ,natures, 'but ithe ·strength from the word ot 
God for our spirItual. natures (Deut. 8:3;33:25-). Forgive
ness of sin for which we pray wiH be Pl'9vided as we confess' 

OLIVE L. CLARK, A).D. (2.'01'.) and forsake it (1 John 1:9). An unforgiving 'spirit toward ---------....... ---....... ---.0,-------. others wiU indicate a l'ack of fellowship with the Father, 
HOW TO WALK BEFORE GOD . which is a.n indispensable condition of prayer (Matt. 

Lesson Text: Matthew 6:1-15. . 18:21-'35; Mk. 11:25, 26; J·as. ~:13; 1 John '2:9-11; 3:14). 
Golden Text: "Se:ek ye first the kingdom of God, and his The word ''teinptation'' is ·used in two sense's in Scripture: 

righteousness; and all these !things shall he added unto it may mean "test" or "try" (:Gen. 22:1), or it may mean' 
you."-Matt. 6:33. ". "entice into evil" (Jas. 1:13, 14). The petition regarding 

temptation (v. 13) implies that, oonsciorus of our weakness, 
I. The Duty of Generosity: verses 1-4. we would shrink from the place 'Of testing; but if, by the 

Many ancient manuscripts of the Bible read·thus in verse 1: ProVlid~nce of Got!, we are :brought into such, our prayer 
"Take he~d. that ye do not your rigpteousness before men." would be that we 'should stand true (1 Cor. 10:13; Jas. 
Deeds of righteousness" concerning whiC'h instructions 'are 2:2-4, 12), a·nd ·that we should be delivered' from the power 
given are almsgiving (vv. 1-4), prayer (vv. '51-1'5,) .and msthig and enticements of -the ~v:il One (M·att. 26:41; Lk. '22:40, 46) .. 
(vv. 16-1'8). T·his model ,prayer, 8.'S every true prayer, ·begins 'and ends 

The Christian is commanded to maintain good works,;fx) in the note of thanksgiving and ~raise (Psa. 25:2; 100:4; 
perform deeds of righte'ousness (Eph. 2:10; Tit. 3:14; Jas. P·hil. 4:6). All glory, praise and -honour be unto our God 
3:18). Right actions must accompany right belief (Jas. (1 Ohron. 29:11; 2 IChron. 20:6; 'Rev. 1:'6; 5:12; 7:12)! 
2:14-18), and they will do so, provided the Holy Spirit is 
alilowed to ·have His way (Ga1. 5:22-25; P·hil. 2:1'3). DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

Giving -to the poor 'and needy is ·an· imporilant duty (Prov. July 16--Prayer in the Name of Christ ...... John 16:23-33. 
19:17j'[\{:att. 25:40; 2 Cor. 9:'6-14; Ja&. 1:27), but to parade .. 

· one"s deed'S 'Of charity spons the 'grace of generosity Tho.se July .17-Prayer without F'ainting ..... _ .. ;._ .... -.... _ ..... Lk. 18:1-7. 
who give in order to be seen of men ''have a'lready received July IS-Prayer without. Hypocri·sy ..... _ .... .: ... _ .... Lk. 18:9-14, 
the reward which .they 'S'Ought-praiseand fame; they may July 19-Prayer without Ceasing ... _. __ . __ 1 Theas. 5.:14-25. 
l'OOK for no further recompense (John :5':44). The Greek J p' h . EfT 5 13 20 
word translated "they ·have". (vv. '3, 5.) denotes possessing a uly 20-- rayer t ·at IS f ectua'l .... _ ... _ ... _ .. _ ....... -as. : .. • 
receipt in fun for a purchase. The Christian shouId be con. July '21-Prayer in Confidence ..... -.... -.... -.... ~ ..... 1 John 5:13-21. 
tent·to do good for ,the sake of d'oing good, for love of his July 22-Prayer of the Saviou:r ..... _ .... _ .... _ .... _ .... _ .... _ ........... J'Ohn 17. 
brethren and to please thd Lord. He knows that in the 
Lord"s own time and way He will reward His servants. 

When -we give to those in need, we should not advertise 
the fact, lest we should embarrass them. Indeed, we are to 

· keep it hidden, as it were, even from 'Ourselves (v. 3), and let 
no desire for the praise of men influence us. 'Some are 
willing to give to help 'the .needy when iliheir names· will be 
published, whereas others will give quietly, without 
O'stentation. . 

The Greek -word .translated "openly" does not appear in 
the :best manuscripts;. it i.s enough for the faithful servant 
that the Master will reward him, whether openly or not 
(Col. '3:24). 

\ 

II. The Duty of Prayer: verses 6-16. 
The scribes and Pharisees entertained a fahJe conception 

of prayer. In the fir.st place, !they regarded it as an oppor
tunity ito parade their own piety .. Accordingly, the public 
synagogue or street, .rather than the 'secret chamber, was 
chosen as a fit place for -their devotions. True prayer is 
addressed to .God alone. 

In :the 'second ,place, othey conceived of prayer as a' magic 
formu'la, the 'virtue of which fay in the number of times' it 
was repea.'ted (l.Kings 18:26, 29; 'Eecl. 5:2;·Mk. 12:4G; Acts 
19:34). Heathen: forms of worship provide many illustrations 
of these 'senseless repetitions. It was thought :that the spell 
would be broken if any of the 'Original words 'should be 
omitted, mispla:ced or changed. Our God, on the 'Other h~nd, 
l'egards the. yearning of the heart. ..He knows 'Our every 
lleed; He unders'ta.nds our thoughts ~far off (Psa. 1-39:1-16). 

The prayer which is generally known as "The Lord's 
- .Prayer" was not intended to be 'a formula, 1;0 be repea.ted 

in vain repetition 'as some do, each repeti-tion being counted, 
· as they touch the beads of -the rosary. Our Saviour was 
teaching the principles of true prayer (Lk. 11:2 .. 4). 

Prayer, to ;be accep'table; will be offered in the name of 
the' Lord Jews Christ Himself (John 1'4:1'3, 14; 15:16; 
16:23-27). It will be addressed to God.as our Father. The 
Gospel of Christ revealed God as -the lovingheaven-Iy Father 
of those who believe in Him (John 1:12: Rom. 8:15, 16; 
Ga'!. 4:6). We may draw near Him in confidence 
(1 John 5:14, 15). 

Our fi:nst petitions ·should be the expression 'Of oui' love 
:00 God (1 John 4:l!JI), as we pray that His name J,nay be 
magnified, His 'kingdom extended and His will performed. 

· As we thus pray, we shall find t~t we become increasingly 
desirous of ·glorifying Him, extending His kingdom and 

SELECTED HY.MNS 
God is ·here, and thlllt to bless us. 'Tis the blessed hour 

of prayer. Lo.rd, we come before Thee ·now. What a 
Friend. we 'have in Jesus. ~.Come, my sou}, thy suit. prepare. 
Hushed was the evening hymn. . 

TIlE C1\SE FOR TIlE Ieee 
Dr·.~McIntire's Last Letter fr9m Europe 

Presiwick, Scotland·, 
May 26, 1951 . 

Beloved in the Lord: 
I want to write one final w'Ord. I'll start 'it 'here and 

finish it as we go over the Atlantic to-night. 
News from Edinbur.gh is that the Free Church General 

Assembly acted on the letJter f.rom ,the International 
Council of Chri'stian Ohurches by referring H tto a s·peeial 
committee, composed of ·a representative ·'Of each pre8~ 
bytery, for ·report at the next meeting. I :filiink this is 
very ·gOod, and it means that the whole I.CCC· question 
will be discussed down through the church, and 'that, 
when the Free tOhurch COmes with the :DCCC-if 'it does, 
and I believe it'will-:bhe whole ehurch wiU fully under .. 
stan'd the issue and the cause. It need'S this. 
. A Free Ohu'l"Ch pastor 'said to me,. jlist before I left 
Ed·inbul"gh fox Belfast, that the 'difference between ·the 
Reformation in Scotland and in England was bhat ,in 
Scotland 'the Reformation came from the peoPle up and in 
England it came from' the ·Crown down. There i's a real 
element of' ac'tual IbistOxy there. John Knox gave the 
truth and the· issues to the people, 'and the Reformation 
was thoroughgoing. The Twentieth Century Reforma
tion movement in Scotland mus't 'be of the people, too. 
I tbelieve that i;t will be and that God has soone real 
lea!ders there who are ready to 'sacrifice for Hi,s truth. 

In view of all the faots, I am ·thankful for .the deciS'ion ' 
of the Free Church AssemJbly. It represents a true 
advance. -
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Wherever 'I have ·gQne on ·this flying joul"I).ey I haye The men -wh'O are set on com'Promise actually turn and 
been m'Ost· graoi'Ousoly and sympathetiCally received. It fight 'those whose conduct and positi'On .-expO'se to the 
seems :i,ncredi;ble that '80 mU'ch 'g·round 'Could 'be 'c'Overed gaze of men their 'Own course of expeddence. Men who 
and so many c'Ontacts made in such a shert time-:Glas- compromise rarely boast of the fact where questions of 
gow, Stornoway, Tain, Glasgow,l London, Amsterdam, God's Word are ~nvolved. In fact, the c'Ompromisers are 
Utrecht, Geneva, Paris, Edin1burgh, and' Belfast, with . often the loudest in their verbal affirmation 'Of orth'O
meetings and conferences' in eaCh city-'all from May 9 doxy. The r~med'Y here is prayer, exhortation, love! 
to M'ay 26. I have seen the sain'ts of the Lord, and:fJhe These four .factors are all involved ·in tJhe -w'Orld-wide 
fellowship and blessing a're 'am'Ong the treasures 'Of the struggle. to preserve the faith 'Once 'delivered. 
'~heavEmlies" in Christ. The I'CCC has been commende'd ''Dhe case fer the I'CCC is simple. 
by. God to H~s people because 'Of ,its loyalty to His holy Apostasv . 
Word. (1) The apo'stasy is deep and gre~t. "Wh'Ole· denomina-

I want to speak, in 'summary, 'Of the over-all problems ti'Ons," the ICCC 'ConstitutiGn stress'es, "in thei'r 'Official 
we face. T'he diffi,cu}.ty arises out of (1) inerti-a, (2:) capacity, ·as well as in'dividual Churches:, have 'been swept 
preju'dice, (3) ignorance, (4) compromise. . into a paganizing "stream of medernism." The WCC, 

Inertia with 180 denominations and 150,000,000 members', is, a 
threat to the whole W'Orld. Shall God's ,People remain 
dumb, whHe thousands. are damned in believing a false 
Christianity? Do not the 'Scriptures demand a miHtant 
witness, W'Orld-wide, 'aga;inst this Balbylon the great? 
The glory of God an'd eternity' are :the issues! 

1. 'Inerti'a, I think, Is ~he general effect of the aposta'sy 
upon' God',s 'People. Also, pe'Ople. are 8'0 frequently re
str..i'cted in, their view and v·is·i'On by national boundaries 
and pres'sing, immediate burdens. Whenever I ride in a 
sm'Oke-filled train ear, my clothes aJbsorb the smoke, even 
though I. never sm'Oke. l carry that odour with me for 
some time af.terwardrs. . The modernisti~ propaganda and 
atmosphere unconsciously affects God'S! people---andthey 
shoould be alerted to this. "Because iniquity shall abound 
the love of many shall wax cold." The empr.·asis of 
"unity," "brotliel'lhood of man," "peace,'" etc., of the 
modernist is a propagand·a devi'Ce t'O d·isarm opposition to 
these heresies. When one gets int'O ,fui's a:tmosphere i,t is 
dHficult'to realize that the anesthetic ,is taking hdld'. The 
remedy, I 'believe, 'is a closer walk wit'h 'the Word 'Of God 
and bolder preadling by true tWentieth 'Century prophets. 

Prejudice 
2: Prejudice is the d,irect result of the enemy"s propa

ganda against the :VCOC ami its leaders. The men of the 
W orId Council 'Of Churches are legironando are sprrea:ding 
their tales everywhere. But til·is backfireErin a disa'strous 
man:ner fQr 'them, fO'r their tales are made of whole 
cloth. The greatest ·damage here, espec'ially in France, 
has been iby the men of the National Association of 
Evangelicalls and, those whb desire ·to evade or compro
mi'se the issues of the hour. Prejudice 'Can be overcome 
fi'rst by the truth 'and a18'O by pe:rsona,l ,contacts. 

-" . 
Ignorance 

3. I'gnorance 'is, of" course, tlie most prevalent enemy. 
The LGrd';s own simply do net 'know what is taking place. 
Very few have ever hear!d of the WCC and do n'Ot.know 

. that they are in such a system; their church officers 
have commdtte~ them to 'it. The 'remedy here i·s a W'Orld
wide 'campaign of informati'On and facts. The giant of 
the WCC boas feet 'Of clay. : -

Compromise 
4. ~CGmpromise is the most tragic of all-men who are 

informed and' arealerif. h'ave del'i,berately decided t'O turn 
away f.rom the Commands 'Of Christ. There are' many 
and various cunsideratio'D's which =induce' men to the 
~edierit course rather than to that of iMplicit obedience -
to the .great Head of the church. SoI'Om'On Slaid., "Let 
us 'hear the conclusion of the Whole matter: Fear Gold, 
anld keep his 'COmmandments:' for this is 'b'he ",h'Ole duty 
of man. FO'l' God shaH bring every work into judgmen.t, 
with every 'secret th:ing, whether it 'be 'gQodr, or whether 
it Ibe evil" (~ccles. 12: 13, .14). - . 

(2) The ICCC must be considered on the basi,s of its 
constitution and the Scriptural. witness and f.uncti'Ons 
stated there. Its d'Octrin'al preamble Usts 10 points, in
·cluding the Apostles' ·,Creed. The first one reads, "Among 
other equally Bi'blical 'truths, we believe and maintain 
the f'Ollowing: a. The plenary Divine inspiration 'Of the 
Scriptures in ·the original languages, theI'l' consequent 
inerrancy ·and infallibili'ty, and, as the Word of God, the 
S\upreme"and final auth'Ority in fa'ith and life." ... 

T·hus neo-orthodoxy, 'Or Barthianism·, or neo-Calvinism 
-the new. modernism-is ef.fectively barred from ICCC 
circles. ·Thirs latest heresy can.not accept the inerrancy 
of the Scriptures. _ 

The auth'Ority 'Of the Council is 'defined and limited. 
"The International ,Council of 'Ohristian Churches shaU 
have n'Oauth'Ority to 'act for any mem1ber in any ma,tter 
that ·has not been delega'ted to the Council by that bo'dy. 
It may, however, 'Offer 'COunsel and advi'ce to members 
and 'suggest opportunities for united: action in matters 
of common interest. The Council does not 'seek Grganlc 
union 'Of its member bodiies, nor will "it trespass in any 
way upon t'heir autonomy." . 

Meeting Criticism 
(3): ·Criticisms 'Of the reoc can ·all !be met fully, 

frankly, and: farctual~y. This must 'always be done to 
insplj're understanding and confi'd~nce. 

'There are tho'se who say 'it 'is an "American" or.ganiza-. 
tion. No; it is true ·th·at t'he ICCC was first initiated 
by the American 'Council of Chri'stian 'Churches 'in the 
U.S.A. But the Bij·ble with its demands is' not an Ameri
can book! The '8IPostasy, W'O'l'M·wi'de,· is n'Ot an American 
apostasy. All of God"s ·people have a responsib'ility in 
the crisis, whether they 'are Eng-Hsh, American, -Dutch, 

HELP TO CIRCULATE THE SP~CIAL 
SEMINARY ISSUE 

S~nd us the names and addresses of young people 
who· have the Lord's work in view and 01 all who are 
interesteit in furthering the cause of the Lord by train
ing able ministers of, the Gospel. 

'. 
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SootclJ." Brazilian, or Filipino. T'he fact ,that God"s Spirit 
raised up the initiative in the North American continent 
should be, as it 'h8.'~ been, 'a cause of thanksgiving to God. 

The old argument that the ICCC's "method" is unwise 
abounds. . Of course, the I,CCC is made up of frail, men, 
and It :has' erred at times, but its milJitant'.activity, its 
,plan o'f 'attack on the 'apostasy, 'and its past activity in 
carrying,the conflict to the enemy"s camp--when his 
camp was set on encompa'ssing. a Whole 'continent, or the 
Far Ea's,t-is in true Bibl'ical fashion. Amos 'went up to , 
Bethel to Amaziah's stronghold-and' Amatiah used every 
device t'o get Mm to le'ave, or to be removed. But God 
honoured -and delivered Amos! And sp He is doing today 
for the lOCC .. 

"'" The Struggle for Deliverance 
'It ,should be ·s'aid plainly, at this point, tha~" unless 

churches, are ready to take an a'ctive pa,rt in, contending, 
earnestly for the faith, they should not com~. with the 
!CCC. Such influence in the IeCC would weaken its 
vigour and zeal. It is one thing not to go into the WCC; 
it is another thing to join in a struggle with it for the 
de'liverance of souls. ' .' 

One of the functions of !fJhe IOCC is stated, "To see'k 
to 'awaken Christians everywhere 'to, the 'insidioU's d'angers 
of modernism and call them to unity of mind and effort 
against all unlbelief and compromise with modernism of 
every kind, 'anld 'against Roman ,Catholioci'sm, in the: hope 
that with the blessing of GO'd this effort may result in 
a genuine Twentieth 'Century Reformation." 'There can 
ne'ver be a Reformation unless there is a call for God's 
people to fors'ake the evH of theaPQ'stasy! . 

'Another function of the leCC i's listed, "To encourage 
all member bodies to foste'r a loyal and aggressive revival. 
of BiMe Christianity'all over the world.'" There can 

. never be an aggres's-ive revival of Bible Christianity un
less ,churches are ready to press for the same against the 
apostasy! 

Other objections can be answered by anyone with 'the 
fact.s in hand. The IeCC has nothing to hide or to fear. 
n wants 'all the facts. ' 

. A World-wide Fellowship 
(4) 'The IICCC's :wodd~wide fellowship and, prog.ram 

. inspires action and affection among the people of God. 
Last night in Belfa·st it was glorious indeed to know that 

R·EMEMBER THE SEMINAR.}.' IN . 
YOUR WILL' 

We suggest that our' friends should remember. 
Toronto Baptist Seminary in their wills. The proper 
form for this is:' "I give, devise and bequeath 
the sum of ...................................................... to Toronto Baptist. 
Seminary, 337 Jarvis Street~ Toronto 2, Canada, 
associated with Jarvis St. Baptist Church." We 
are laying foundations for the future, and we are 
determined to make it as impossible as it is within 
human power to do, .that not one dollar given to 
Toronto Baptist Seminary shall. be used for anything 
but the propagation of the gospel. No amount 
would be too large, and certainly no amount would 
be too small.· We earnestly solicit the gifts of, those 
who beli~ve in ministerial and missionary education. 

our separatist churches)n the U.S.A. were' a ·help and 
encouragement to' the Irish Evangelical Church -and the 
company that gathered for the meeting. The churches 
in ·South America last night had an influence for Christ 
in Ireland that they would never have had), were'it not for 
their fe}llowship in the ICCC. This aid 'acro's's barriers 
of sea and nations is a constant contribution to the cause 
'of Christ. The 'conference planned for South America, 
July 16 to 24, 'and in Manila, November 25 to December 
2, tlu:i projected one in the Near East (Syria) in 1952, and, 
the',Third Plenary Congres's in the U.S.A .. in 1953,· all 
contribute to the vision and ·strength of the churches. 
Yet, churches should not join the ICCC on the 'basis of 
"what can we get out of this?''' 'hut on the basi-so of "what 
can we contribute to the 'Twentieth Century Reformation 
movement?" ) , 

The IOCC has a vigorous, conl;ltructive, and far-reach
ing -program. Iits Commission on Missions, now with 31 
bo'ards, has Won a signal Victory for freedom and the 
GOspel in opening the closed door of Tanganyika Terri
tory fo:r the Livingstone Memorial Mission. So it goes! 
- I than);c God ·for this trip. Only eternity wil'l reveal 

what i.t has meant· for the glory of our Sa'viour. The 
IICOC is being .used, and in every centre we visited we 
have found men who love the cause, :because they believe 
it is for the honour of the Lord Jesus Christ. "When the 
enemy shan come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
shall lift up a standard a'gainst him" (I's·a. 59: 19). 

In Christ, 
CARL McINTIRE. 

THE FALSITY OF GLOOMY FOREBODINGS 
Oppression brings out the heavenly manhood of the 

s'aints and lets the devil see what strength ·God can put 
into the wE'JI.kness of 'man. There have been times of 
heresy too-'-s~uch 'as' the age of rampant Arianism, but 
saints have outlived it. 'God has provided for such an 

. emergency :brave defenders of the faith. What a man 
was Athanasius, when st~ding upright 'and ~Ione he 
said, "I know that Jesus Christ is very God, and if all 
the world Ibelieve the contrary I, Athanasius, stand 
against the world." Sardis may have 'a name to live and 
be d~ad, ,but the, Lord saith, "thou hast a few names even 
in Sardis which have not defiled their garments, and they 
shall walk with me in white, for they 'are worthy." Is 
not this an encoura'ging truth, for as it has been'in the 
past it is in the present, and it will be in the future. Do 
not give way to gloomy forebodings as 'to the church's 
future welfare. Whine not with those who deplore these 
evil days, and prognosticate overwhelming ills. We are 
to'ld that we are passing through a crisis, but I recollect 
that it was 'a crisis twenty years ago, and our 'grand-sires 
could'tell us of a crisis every year of the last fifty. The 
fact' is there is no such 'crisis as'is 'talked of. The crisis 
i-s past, for Christ said, "Now is the crisis of this world" 
now shall the prince of this 'wo'rld be cast out." When 
Jesus went to ,Golgotha 'and bled and died, the crisis of 
the, 'church 'and of the world was over; the victory of 
truth -and of 'Christ was secured beyo:p.d all hazard. Even 
if times should darken and the night should grow thicker 
and thicker, rest assured that he who has the conies for 
the rocks, and go'ats, for 'the high hills, and finds for the 
forests the stork, wil'l find for every age a suita·ble form 
of IGhristian life that shall bring 'glory to his name. 

~C. H. SPURGEON 
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