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MILLENNIAL OR PERENNIAL? 
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By Dr. John Wilmot, London, England, 

, . 
'against, the peril of wresting the scriptures, that is, to 
,twist or pervert them from their true meaning; and 
further the ,possibility that believers may by ensmirement 
fall from their own 'steadfastnes,s. Security i81 found 
alone by growing in the grace and knowledge of our • 
Lord 'and Saviour Jesus Christ, 'the reward of this 

. studious mindfulness of "the words spoken before by 
the holy prQphets and of the commandment of the apostles 

. of the Lorda'nd Saviour" (v. 2). 

ALL B1ble believing 'Ohristians are MillenniaUsts. The 
six times Tepeated' numeral in the one 'and, ·only 

pass'age in 'Scripture which states the case compels accep
tance of the millennium within the revealed reigning 
sovereign.ty of the Lord J eSlUs Christ with His s'ainis 'as 
given in vi'sion to ,the apOstle John 'and recorded in the 
twentieth chapter of the Revelation of tesu'S Ohrist. The 
si'gnliicance of thissymboHc disclosure, the time and 
manner of the millennial l'eign, its fulfilment as part of 
"this prophecy" which "must shortly come to pass," will 
be accePted in accordance with such sys't.em of ointerpre- The Promise of His Coming. 
tation 'as may be 'adopted and 'applied to the book in "The Chapter (2 'Pet. III) regards the people of God 'as 
generaL But to 'all who receive the Apocalypse, how- surrounded by the delu~ionsand falsehoods of tile last, days, 
soever interpreted the fact of 'the' .m:illennial reign mu:st ' whe~ maor. scoffers sJ;tall proudly. say, 'Wher~ is tile promise 

. ' . ,. ... of HIS comIng?' Whilst such thIngs are Ibemg perpetq:ally 
b.e b~yond dlsPUt~. A Wlse ~ule m prophetIc mvestIga- sounded'in the ears, {)If God's people, they need 1;0 be con
tion IJs that doctrInal and plam 'statement'ra,ther than a tinually reminded that 'although the Lord is long-suffering, 
typical or syJInbolical representation should determine though He may long seem to delar, yet that pay of the 
'the intended 'signi,ficance. In this case epistol'ary guid- ~rd shall com~ 'at last, and that In that day all present 
'ance should be taken, 'as fund'ament'al to apocalyptic in- thIngs shall be dissolved 'and pass 'away. 
terpretation. ' . "It is true, indeed, that df we were -limited 'to the :instruc-

tion supplied In this passage, we should know nothing re
• We commence this enquiry with the question: Is pro- specting the Millennium, nor 'anything respecting the 

'. -vision made for 'the 'Millennium in tJhe third ch'apter of order of events ,in t!he Day Of the Lord. We should not 
the apo,stle 'Peter"s Second Epistle which covers events know whether the dissolution spoken of took place at the 
introduced by the Second Coming, of Chri'st and con- commencement pr at the end of that day. We should not 

know whether it were a prolonged period or the reverse; 
eluding wi'llh the creation of the new heavens 'and earth? t!he object of the prul!s'age being ndt to inform as to detail 
T,hat is, a Millennium on this 'earth which is under the but to arouse 'and warn. . 
divine curse 'and consequently, 'as Peter 'avers, is "re- "From other parts of scripture we find tilat "the day of' 
served unto fi're against the day of judgment 'and perd'i- the Lord' is 'a prolonged period, just as, -the expression, 
tion of ungodly men"? It is' a qUe'Stion which merits 'Man's day,' ,is used of this present 'age. So the day of the 

. f . fte h h' Lord is 'an expression appropriated to that period dUring 
serious e~amination. I enqUIrers ar trut, avmg which Ohrist shall be employing ,His glorious power to 
heard the Word' expounded by 'an inspired ,apostle, subdue ,all ~!Demies. From 'abundant passages lin the Pro
",searched ¢he Scriptures daily whether those things were ,phets we know that this visitation is to be 'a prolonged 
so," we who m'ay more clearly "see the Day 'approaching." .period. From the New: Testament we learn th'at It is to be 
wouId be wise to emulate that ~ample,' thus ourselves definitely 'a thousand years: 
becoming personally convinced, 'and while far from unde'r- "The moment when the Day of the Lord first breaks 
valu'ing or ungrateful fOT contrihutions to our knowledge upon, a rebellious and ungodly world will,be 'a time of terror, 

and of fiery judgment. Thus the Day of tile Lord will 'be 
by devout biblical teachers, we should submit 'always to at its commencement "a day of judgrilentand perdition of 
the rule that neither they nor we are infallible, but the ungodly men.' Yet the progress of dissolution in nature 
Word! of 'God! alone. , ' and destruction among men will not,at that moment, at-

In .oonsidering this question we 'may also bear in mind 
the cl'aim which Peter makes for 'all the writings of P'aul 
'an'd the o:therscriptures as being in ,agreement with his 
own mtement of the facts; and the caution he issues 

, 

tain its final end. It wl.ll be !for a season stayed. The 
terrors which wiIi t!hus accompany the' coming Of the Day, 
of God WiiH be a pledge and example of the great concluding 
dissolution of 'all things, but long-suffering mercy, will not 
at that time make a complete end, 'and the millenni'al har
vest Win be the :result of that lozig-suffering when millions 

\ ' 
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will .he gathered ~nto 'the garners of God. At 't'he close 
of the millennial day the final and complete dissolution 
will come. 

"And now observe how lthe i'anguage used by the apostle 
Peter adapts itself to these truths as elsewhere !revealed. 
The expressions used 'are 'the day of lIlhe Lord in whiCh' 
(v. 10), and "the day of God .in consequence of which' 
(v. 12). These are general expressjons purpos'ely Widened 
so as to accord with the rest of scripture. For the dis
solution and destruction which takes place at the com
mencement of the Day of the Lord and tbat which takes 
pl'ace ,at its close, win equally he 'IN' -it,' and 'IN CONSE-
QUENCE ~f' lts presence." .. 

The' 'ahove adaptation to the m1iUennial in:terpretation 
is by Mr. B. W. Newton, than whom possibly no writer 
of d-evou·t scholarSlhip has presented a 'more reasonably 
acceptable. explan~tion of 'a futurist diJficulty. Even so, 
the case is far from ·satisfactory. .' 

A Cataclysmic Event 
A's noted, the subject takes rise from the scoffers' 

challen.ging denial. of the 'reJioability of 'a Promise-"the 
promise of His coming". (v. 4). This promise, it is said, 
wi.]] 'be fulfilled by the arrival of the day Of the Lord 
(v. 9); In. 'acco,rd with tMs same promise the watchful 
expectation of believers will ,be realized in the' new 

. heavens ·and earth (-v. 13), following the dissolution of 
"the heavens 'and the earth which 'are now." The second 
coming of Chri's,t,' 'the day of tile w'rd and the new 
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• heaven.s 'and earth are comprehended within tJhe same 
promise to 'be fulfilled in tlte same event C'hallenged by 
the scoffer, whose scepticism implies 'a cataclysmic ad
vent (v. 4). 'Chri'stians, therefore, are admonished unto 
diligence that 'at His coming ·they may be fOlUnd meet 
for that new creation; or, 'as ,the Hehrews' puts it, "afte·r 
ye ,have done the .will of God ye might receive the 
promise" (X. 36~, or. 'aga'in, in tDe worids of -the Lord 
Himself accord'ing to LuI!:e, ":the powers of the heavens -
shall be shaken" 'and "heaven and earth shall pass 'away" ; 
th~refol'e, "'ta'ke heed lest th'at day come 'Upon' you' un
awareS/"; thus 'it will come upon the whole 'earth, there
fore "w~tch." (XXI. 25-36). Not the 'slightest intima
·tion is given of 'the interpostition of a thoU'sand years 
between the even'ts announced; nor are 'believers advised 
to look ;for an intervening millennial reign during which 
"the progress of di'Ssolution wHl be 'stayed"; but for 
universal d~ssolution followed by r.egeneration. Earn
estly expec'ting. "'liitich things" they ih contrast wUh :the 

. universal bles'sing such as it ·lias never experienced .since 
creation, 'and that tihis will continue for, and the con
sumption by fire be deferred un.til, another thous.a~ 
years, i's to p]oay with scripture 'and give place to the 
scoffer. Peter avers the opposi'te: ,the world at the 
c!,ming of the flood "peri'shed"; at the coming.with fire, 
"perdition". Two I;laS/ses only 'are in view: "they," the 
~rld, ,destined fD'r destruction;' "ye beloved," desttined 
for the new creation (v. 4-7; 13). 

. world, w'Hl ,thus/ '~,iJigently seek 'to be found in peace. 
Scoffers presume to buttress their scepticism by 

reference to hi'soory: "since the fathers-to whom tbhe 
promise first· was' made-fell 'asleep, 'all things' continue 
as tJhey were f1rom the beginning of the creation." The 
'a'l"gument exposes their ignorance. They oibstinately 
close their minds to the 'intervention' of the universal 
deluge which is the. very. parallel to the judigment of fire 
at Jliis OOlJling. The same objection to 'the possibility 
of its coming may 'have been .made before the' flooa. 
The deluge wa's unexp'ected (except by Noah "who pre
pared an 'ark to 'the saving of his hoU'se") for "they . 
knew not until the flood 'caJme and· took them all away." 
A millennial' 'interpo'Sition, therefore, upon the imple
mentatiqn of "-the promise of His coming," eannot by 
any manipulativ.e hand.Jting of the 'text be made to con
form ·to :the "aPo'Stle's inspired 'and inciSive language' in 
rebutting both their appeal to history 'and thei'r'voluntary 
i~gnorance. 'To reason that ·when the -challenged promise 
is fulfilled; ;this earth in its present ,state. will enjoy 
under the i'ron ,rule of the Messi'ah a millennium of 
'. . 

\ . 

Two-staged. Judgment? 
Nor would the analogy which the 'apo's'tle found in 

histo·ry allow f'lr the establishment 'Of 'a lIpillenn'ial state, 
.in ,a world 'Under sin's ruination and ripe for judgm~nt. 
between the first 'and final 'stages of 'bhat judgment. 
We ibav:e pro'scrtiibed the two-stage 'theory of 'the Coming: 
are we to propose a two-s'tage ,theo'ry of accompanYing*. 
judgment ?Thi's sayours. of 'accommodation to the 
parenthesis ,and gap theories. Of old;, 'Peter reminds us, 
the world perished 'by th~ word 'Of judgment commanding 
the deluge; "1Jhe heavenlS 'and ,the ea:rth :which' 'are. now," 
he 'aff~'mns, by the ·s'ame WOI"d will be destroyed by fire. 
Unto thi-s they 'are reserved until ·the 'aI'rtival of the day 
of the Lord, ",the day of judgment 'and: perdition of 
ungodly men." There is no 'WO'I"d of an ,arrestment of 
judg~en't for) a thousand years, nor 'is there' any other 
characterization of "'bhe day" than its visitattion of con
sumillig fi.re followed by regeneration. ,Compare also 
P'aul's description of "~e day" and our LoI"d'·s analo,gy: 
(Rom. II. 5, 16; 2 T,hess. I. 10; Luke XVII. 29, 30). It 
appears evident from the inclusive terms' employed and 
the witness from the Book of Life that judgment will 
be universal 'and final. (Rev. XX). . Will 'those upon 
whom ('as j.t is proposed:) s'imHar jud:gment ,shall have 
heen visited at the commencement· of the Day of the 
Lord, be ra~sed in· their bodi~s at the end of iflhe 
'thousand :years again to be sentenced? (e.g., 2 'I'heSlS. 
I. 8-9; Matt. XXV.' 46, etc.). MoreQyer 'pledges 'and 
Qamples o·f judgment are supplied ·in history while yet 
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the long..:suffering of God wai,teth, whereas the day of 
His com:ing will give effect. to the threa,tened retribution 
of which the wicked, by,the'se !historic exemplary illiter-

- ventions, already' wHI have been warned. Eccl. VIII. 11; 
Isa. LXI. 2; 2 Pet. II, ·6; Jude 7). And again, is not the 
act of judgment, f()Ilowing long patience 'and admoni
tion, 'abrupt 'and executea with 'd-i'spatch?' Examples in 
h'is'tory seem. to suppo'rt this 'as do 'the forewarnings 
about the ·suddenness of the Comling. Judgment is God's 
strange wo'rk. He delighteth in me'rcy, :hence :the ex
tended long .... suffering, by mockers €¥en taken a'dvantage 
of to challenge the promise, "For He will finish the 
work 'and cut it short in righteousness: because a ShOTt 
work will the L<>rd make upon ,the earth." (ps. XXXVII. 
35, 36; 'LXXIII. 19; .Is'a. X·XVIII. 21; Rom. IX. 28, etc.). 

~ . 

final judgment; none. shall 'remain save "the righteous" 
who "s'h'all 'sh'ine forth as the sun in the kingdom of theil' 
Father." (Matt. XIII. 41-43). If this kingdom is identi
cal M,th a Millennium, nothing whatever is intimated 
about a prodigious "millennial .harvest" a'head, or of 
another purgation by fire at the end of a thousand 
years of His reigning sovereignty. F~nality marks the 
destinies for-thwith. "He that is unjus·t, let .him be 
unjust s·1iill; 'andj'h~ that is righfeous, let Mm be righteous 
still" ,(Rev. XXII. 11) are words which aptly befit the 
ioanguage of apostles 'and prophets ·and of Jesus Ohrist 
Himsel~ depicting the coming (v. 15, 16; 2 Thes's. I. 8, 
9, 10; J'U~e 14, 15, etc.) 

A Thousand-year Day? 
Nor does the difficulty disappear by r·egardiIig 'the Day 

• Flood and Fire' . qf the Lord· 'as 'a prolonged period ofa thousand years, 
Evidently the post-deluge world 'blessed under ·a new thus i'denti'fying '~the Day" with "the M'illenniuni". It 

covenant ,made wi'th Noah was designed to iJ.lustrate that is 'affirmed':in the quotation above that "the language of 
new lC'reation which will survive the final dissolution Peter ·adoapts itself t()" ,the explanation there offered. 
according to the everlasting covenant of which· the Lord l'heapostle"s reference to Moses' words is not 'a deter
Jesus Christ is Su'rety·. (Gen. IX. 13, 16). What other mining standa'rd for the duration of "the Day"; they 
les's()ncan be drawn from this 'analogy .between the old simply. 'are' eited-to set in C'<lntrast human ,calculatiQns 
world destroyed by water and the present w()rld to be with those of ,G<>d Who is "from eVerla'sting to '.ever-

, destroyed Iby fire. then to be . superseded by "the world lasting" (Ps. XC), for with Hi'm not only is "one day as 
to come"?; (Ps, VIII.; Heb, II. 5). It ·can scarcely be a thouBlilnd years," but "a thousand years·as ()ne day." If 
that we are Ito regard: :the new eam which emerged from such "prolonged period" were the 'apostle's intention 
the baptism of water as foreshadowing a millennium and ,he would have hi'S readers understand the gerieral 
preceding the baptism of fire'; the analogy would then diss'olutionwould be effected 'at 'its- termination, would 
break down. Rather, the judlgment of the deluge is he not more appropr.i-ately:have used langu'age as'Sociat
histoTiical forewarning of the predicted dis's().)ution. Our ing the passing of the heavens ·and earth, not with the 
Lord.'s solemn reference to the deluge, which Peter would . arrival of the day 'as s.uddenly and unexpectedly as a 
have heard firsthand:, is in precise accord,: "the flood thief in the·night, but with the conclusion of that "pro
came 'ando destroyed' them ·all"-'ai), :as Peter 'affirms, lpnged period", which termination, O'f course, could not. 
s'a.ve those sheltered in' the 'ark, i'tself a "figure~' of possibly be vi'sited upon -the wicked with any such un
present 'salvation in Ohrist; "wherein few, that is, eight· . expected ,suddenness since the world: in that case would 
souls were 's'aved by water"; :S'O ":bringing ~n the flood have been already pre-advised of 'its duration, and en
upon the world of the ungodly" (Luke XVII. 27; 1 Pet. j()yed. the unspeakably blessed 'accompaniments of the 
III. 20; 2 Pet. II. 5). ' Universality marked the judgment reign of the 'J;"rince of Peace. Should' not the 'apostle 
of the deluge, .and 'both the Lord. and His apostles em- then more suit-ably !have written '''at the end of which" 
ployed this visitation -as, forewarning of the univel"SlaI instead of "in ,which"? (v. 10). The expressi()n "where- . 
judogment which will attend the fulfilment of "the in" (v. 12), or "hy· reason of which", -is given 'in .the 
promli'se of His coming". qUdtation to mean, "in consequence of its presence," 

'The 'analogy is further found !in ;the divine clemency. which "presence" is used, to stgnify m'illennial cori
"'The long-suffering of God waited in 'the days of No'ah" tinuance., The entire pressure, however, in these repet.i
(1 'Pet. III. 20). A similar reason is given for the tions is upon the "-coming." The scoffers question the 
apparent delay in the coming of the Lora: G<>d is "Iong- coming; the Day will come; believers are looking for 'and 
'suffering to usward, Flot willing thrut any 'sh'Ould perish hastening the coming and in corisequence, ,the new crea-

" tion. The 'sense is that of 'arrival, '. lot is explained that' 
but that 'all should come to repentance ; :and so we 'are . "the word iSI traced 'in the Eas't as 'a techni'cal expres'sion 
to "a'Ccount tha.t the long-suffering of our Lord' is s·alva- for the 'arriva,l o'rthe visit of the king or emper.or" 
mon" with which particular Paul is cited in support. 
(9, 15) .. There appea;rs, theref()re, in the ;argument no (Diessman). We must not stum;ble into the untenable 
ground for the as'sumption' that 'a "millenn'ial harve'st position of introducing the idea <if presence to accommo
(following upon the C()mling of the Lord) will be the date the pre-millennial coming, when we contend, 'against 
result of that long-suffering, when millions will' be a theory by which a similar significance is imparted 
g'atherediuto the ·garnerg:· of the Lord." Language. and to the same wO'rd to IiphOld a pre-tribulation coming. ' . 
'even inference, 'couM scarcely be clearer. Any 'alleged . But d()es the aposltle's language justify the separation 
unreliability of the promise, or appa'rent deIay in its of:the consequence ·from the cause by an interval of a 
fulfilment, is ,answered by the -d'ivine long-suffering now, thous·and years; or could< such' effect logically be related 
for from·the moment His Coming bursts upon the world' to such cause as universal dissolution by fiery judgment 
the impenitent shall "perIsh". (v. 9).' Salvation He will occas·ioned by 'a miHennium of perfect 'and prosperous 

. bring to tho'se already saved, for "noW :is the' accepted administration achieving ,the subju!gation of all enemies'? 
time, hehold, now i's 'the day· of s'alvation." (v, 14; The language rather dep'icts the ':sudden, dramatic un-
1 Pet. I. 5; 2 ,0<>1'. VI. 2). "The harvest," 'said our Lord, veiling of the Lord: of. hosts upon a world in. re'd-hot 
'~is 'at the end of ·the age"; His kinlgdom will then be rebellion to His sovereignt'Y, inaugurating "the day o'f 
th~roughly pur.ged by fire with issues descriptive of the judgrrlent and 'perdition of ungodly men", which will 
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terminate the extended period of long-'suffering unto 
repentance. 

Not Synonymous 
It will be agreed, .however, that, ·according to tbis 

, chapter, upon the coming of the doay of the Lord, 'howeyer 
that Day ,be regarded, the dissolution of "the ,heavens 
and earth which 'a're now" ~and· the creation ~f new 
heavens and, earth will be effectuated:. "From the New 
Te'stament" ·says the 'above quotation, "we ~earn that the 
day of the Lord is to be definitely a thousand ye~I!l's . . . 
and in that day aU present things sh'all be dis'solved and 
pass away." The scripture intended, of course, 'is Rev. 
XX. 1-6; but there· the day 'of the Lord is not mentioned. 
It is a'ssumed', the·refore. that this Day and ,t'he Millen
niumare' synonymous. An ex-amin'ation of the testimony 
of Peter and John, 9therwise of the above interpretation 
of 2 Pet. III and: the order of events in Rev. XX, will 
establish' 'the 'incorrectness of this identification. In 
the millennial .'revelation . with its six-times repeated 

• numeral there is a Ithrice-repeated terminal equally 
emphatic: "unitH the thousand years' should be fulfilled"; 
"until th.e thousand ye'arS we're finish~d"; "and when the 
tihous'and years are expi"ed" (vv. 3, 5, 7). 'Thus, the 
day of 'the Lord, if "it is to Ibe d'efinitely a .thousand 
years," will te'rminate 'according to John, 'sometime 
prior to ,the cataclysmic events announced by Peter. 
Acco·r'dhig to John these' events do not. occur within if'Jhe 
millimnial period. Accord,ing to Peter they do occur 
within the day of the Lord. The millennium shall h'ave 
been 'completely consUlmmated, shall ib'ave re'ached its 
full end; and "after that," 'a univers'al rebellion against 
God and His people-shall break forth 'tht'ou.gh the world
wide 'activity of a released Devil "who 'B'hall go o~t to 
deceive the nations which are in the four. quar·ters of 
t~e earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to 
battle, the' number of Whom ~s ·as the sand of the sea. 
And they went up on the breadlth of the earth, and com
passed 'the camp of the saints ab.out, and, the ~beloved 
city; 'and fire came down from God out of heaven and 
devoured them" (vv .. 8-9). TMs' is 'a revolution the 
term's of which would appear to 'require time· even with 
modern expeditious movement. J.t is limitedi to "'a little 
sea'son" wh!ich appears to· be set 'in contrast with "the 
thousand years," yei is it sufficiently extended to"permit 
of this univevsally war-purpo'sed assembling of natio·ns 
whom Satan will !have united against the Lord: 'alui His 
Chr'ist. Tibis, indeed, '~'s a revel'ation: stm more difficult 
to harmonize 'if, ·as the above quotation affirms, ·tihe day 
of the Lord is definitely lhe millennium "during wh'ich 
<:hrist shal1,ll)e employing His glo'nouSl power to subdue 
all His enemies" on this earth. The DevH's ·achievement 
at the end wouJod prove .!how great ·the failure! 

But tliereare other events which also must transpIre 
a:fteor the expiration of the millennial reign." The fina,l 

• and penal imprisonment of the Dev.iJ, With, it may be 
assU!med, his 'angels; the judgment of 'all mankind in
cluding the "dead" from the 'sea, the .Igrave 'and hades, 
comprehendlinga World's 'inhabitants from the Qegin
ning; and individual judgment of each according to Ms 
works; tihe destruction of death 'and hades 'in the lake 

. of fire, 'those only escaping being the redeemed of the 
,Lo·rd, ·regenerated by His Spirit, whose names 'are in the 
book of life, the new creation in Ohrist (~ Cor. V) 
prepared for the new cr~at'ion of the heavens 'an'd ea·rbh. 
It is in this contert of fixing final destinies before the 
face of the enthroned righteous Judge that "the earth 

and the :heaven fled 'away" so th'at ,thereupon John writes, 
"And I saw 'a new heavens and 'a new earth." How, 
,then, can 'SUch events 'as set out in Rev. VI. 13-17 and 
correlatives. be pre-millennia.]? . 

Peter allows that in the revelation of div'ine eschato
logy there 'are "some :things hard .. to be understood," but 
he 'also affirms ,that ,the scriptures are in general agree
ment. 'The testimony of Peter 'and John, of 'Paul and of' 
all Ithe inspired penmen, mus1t, 'therefore, perfectly ac
cord: we are wal'ned 'against d,j.stpl'tion. It isal'so 
clearly apparent that 'the facts given in the plain state
ment by 'Peter and in the 'symbolic vIsion of Jotm har
monize in cau'se 'and consequence 'and! occasion. The day 
Otf Ithe Lord, therefore, cannot be synonymous with the 
miJ.lennium. And· since, as, already remarked,"" direct 
statement l'ather than symbolic vision should 'be our 
fundamen·tal premise, we must seel( anothe·r silgn.if:ic:ance 
des'ignedi in the mmenn1ial vi's-ion -than that which we have 
here examined. - Peter''S outline of events in the Day of 
the Lord allows fo'r no such millennium. These events 
recorded :by Jo'hn occur .subsequent·to· 'his millen.nium, 
yet they .accordi precisely with those 'announced by Peter 
within the day of the Lord. Wha.t, then, is the hope to 
which ,the Bli1ble direc'ts us, a world renovated' 'for' a 
mere thousand yews which with 'God 'are but 'a day, then 
doomed to destruction; 01' an eternity of felicity in a 
regenerated- wor.Jdi, a new creation? Are the glories of 
the M:essianic'prophecies to be cabined. within a thousand 
years, or are they like th~ir 'author "whose ye'ars sh'all 
not fa'il"? Are they millennial or perennial? Peter 
records the expectation thus:, "we look 'for new heavens 
and 'a new earth," and John reflects: "I saw new heavens 
and ·a new earth.'" . 

Figurative Terms 
The Apocalyps·e obviously is couc'hed in symbolic and 

figurative l'angU'age throughout. 'The introduction is 
indicative of ,this ¢I'esign: 'The Majestic Revealer "sent 
and signified i·t," ·and Ins v9ice directed: "What tihou 
seest write." T'he millenn:i'al p'a'ss'age, therefore, may' 
be 'regarded a's no less symbolically composed than the 
rest of the book. Consequently, ~t is suggested tha't :the 
repeated numeral may be. representative of a prolonged 
but indefinite period, rather than 'a fixed figure of a 
·thousand years. It is set in. opposition to the ·shorter 
measures of the 'apparent triumph of evil. Considerate 
of human 'limitation 'and the vastness of divine revela
tion the 'apostle sometimes wrote "after the manner of 
men." Mr. Newton 'himself was wont to appeal to 
human usage 'as when to 'suPPOl"t the lim'ited sense of 
the wo'rd, "forever," 'he wrote ·"In ordinary life :houses . 
o·r. l'ands i1l. deeds'of 'conveyance 'are s'aid' ,to· be sold for
ever." Such .reasoning may appear chiefly appropri'a,te 
where the Spi!rit employs !i,gurative forms. We know 
that by the multiplication of thousand'S, myriads' are 
indi'cated (V. 11; Ps. LXVIII. 17). "T·he wordl hundred," 
s·aid Mr. Spurgeon, "in Chinese stands for an indefinIte 
number." Webster gives 'this as the defini,tion of 'a 

thousand: "1,000 of nails 0'1' of slate§! is 1,200 or some
times 1,260." .The Bible 'also employs :the figure indefi
nitely.(e.g., 'Ps. L. 10; CV.8) . 

It is reasonably supposed' that the word "lived" in 
verse .fiv~ should bear the sllome significance· as the same 
word in vel'1Se four. But is it 'so?' Allowing that resur
rection be understood corporeally, is it ~eld: that "the 
rest .of the . dead" 'afoter the millennium "live" in exactly 

/ 
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the same sense as those blessed i'D. the firs;t resurrection? 
That could never be maintained. For the one, "mortality 
shall be swallowed up of life'''; f'Or the rest, "the' s'econd 
death!" It is significant that :the vi'sion was' of "the 
souls," that is, 'Of disembodied martyrs. Compare the 
later' word, "I s'aw the dead, small and great, stand 
bef'O,re God" (v. U). John does n'Ot write: I saw the 
glorified bodies 'Of 'the souls wh'ich earlier I 'had- seen 
under the altar, but, "I saw the souls of them that had 
been beheaded"'" words, identical with and repeated from 
-the vi'sion of the fifth seal in chapter· six.· The par
ticulat·s correspond and the events are given the same 
order;. Surely liere 'aJ.so they al'e similarly rewarded 
being arrayedl 'in 'the white' robes of regal gl'Ory, as is 
the redeemed multitude whichcalme out of great tribula
tion (VII. 9) and the Lamb's wife at the royal wedding 
(XIX. 8), and the redeemed wh'O are freemen 'Of the 
eternal City (XXII. 14). The millennial vision there
fore; may be designed to supply a supplementary aspect 
of the same hea,venly situation; which would 'accord with 
the manner of this' prophecy. Moreoyer, the "little 
season" of further conflict follows alike in each in
stance, and' thereafter, with terrifying wrath the break
ing forth upon the world of th~ day of the Lord with 
the very avengement the en robed' maTtyrs, being "priests 
of God and of Chris,t"·(XX. 6; 'VI.·9) had appealed for 
(VI. 10), and with the same acCompaniments and conse
quences in both records as also 'in Peter's epistle. It 
would seem impossible, unles's every recognized rule of 
comparison be ignored, to f.ail to ,identify the' visions 
of the fifth and 'sixth seals in chapter six with those of 
the millenn'ium and its aftermath in 'chapter twenty. 
It is notice'able that the Second Advent is not given even 
pre-millenni'al n'Otice in -the 'One and only millennial pass
age in the Bible, whereas it is 'announced 'as' introducing 
the Day 'Of the Lord with eventful 'and- eternal i'ssue's. 

life ... He wh'O has "passed from death into life" has 
necessarily judgment behind him. The word life is taken 
in the fullest sense. 'Th~ resurrection of the body itself 
will not be to the believer 'an entirely new ,fact; essential 
death, tlhat of ·the soul, being once conquered, the glorifi
cation of the body is only the 'triump'h 'after victory (comp. 
v. 29 "the resurrection O'f life"). If the passage from death 

·to life has 'taken place it is because 1:Jhere really is. and 

Is i,t not customary in 'scriptuTe that when a subject 
is 'intended :t'O be understood lif!erally the c'Ontext supplies 
seme guiding 'Sense?' Thus ,the subj'eot of phy:sical resur
rection is found to :be allied with such words as, the dead 
and death, the grave, the body, imm'Ortality, incorrupti'On. 
In the second ocCurrence in ,thi's chapter, the ,sea, :the 
grave 'and, hades 'are said 'to deliver up their dead. The 
"firslt resurrection" is given no ,such literal association. 
Do these "souls" live 'in a 'spiritual sense? 'T'he saving' 
immuni,ty 'aSISuredl by the words, "'On such the' 'second 
death hath no powel:" might appear to f.avour this, view, . 
for it is not a pi'omi-se based- on physical resurrectiop 
but secured, by union in life with Ohris't, 'and 'is equally 
true of that generation which will never see death or 
l:>odily resurrection. 'T,hesame writer, the 'apostle John, 
may, therefore, 'in his record 'Of the same holy Speaker's 
words on eal'th, have been il1'spil:ed, to write a pla'in 
statement to gu'ide us in this 'and other symbolic repre
sentations. (See John V. 25-29). Dr. Godet in his 
'!ommentary includes the following exposition: 

The First'Resurrecti9n 
"These words show 'at the s'ame time t'he grandeur of the 

fact here revealed. The ,fact is so un'heard of that Vl!e do 
ri'Ot wonder to hear ·Jesus announce iot so solemnly: to the 
man who receives His Word with confidence, the ~Wo de
cisive acts of Ithe eschatological drama-resurrection and 
judy'rnent-are finished things. The simple word of Jesus 
received in faith has 'accomplished all. This fact ~s inaeed 
the proof of 'the powers of life-giving and judgIng Which He 
here ascribed ,to Himself . . . The meaning ()If "hatlh me" 
can only be rendered fully here'as "already hat'h Ufe." Ex
emption from judgmen~t 'is 'a' consequence of entrance into 

there will be 'a spiritual resurrection . .. The identity 'Of the 
formula which begins the 'tw9 verses, 24 and 25, as well 'as 
the asyndeton would oj itself suffice to prove that they 
both refer to ithe same tiling, the spir'itual quickening ()If 
believers. The eXPTession, "the hour cometh .'and ,now is," "
is intended 'to open the I;!Yes Of all to the greatness 'Of 
tJhe epoch inaugurated',by His ministry: Jesus s'ays: ",the 
hour c'Ometh": He refers 'to ·the sending of the Holy Spirit 
('IV. 23; ViII. 39). He 'adds, "and now is," for His words 
which were "spirit 'and life" (VI. 63) were even ,then pre- .. 
paring !for Pentecost.' (cf. XIV. 16, 17). The expression, 
"'the voice of 'ojjhe '.~on of God" reproduces the term, "My 
word," v. 24; those who,have ears to 'hear are quickened 
by. it ... Nothing in the text authorizes us to find a resur
rection indicated here different from That of v. 24. A dis
tinction of such importance would require to be more pre
cisely marked .. In v. 28, 29, the resurrection ()If ·the dead 
is referred to in the strict sense of 1:Jhe word. The reference '
is to an event Wholly future, for Jesus omits, "and now is," 
and .He does n:ot merely s'ay "the dead"; He' uses the 
expression, "all that are in their graves." He does not say 
merely, "they that hear," 'an expression that implies a di
vision; but "'all ... shan hear," which em 'braces the entire 
number of -the dead. ,Final'ly, He does .not speak, as PTe
viously; of a single result, life; bu,t He describes the two 
opposite issues which can only apply to mankind 'as a 
whole, li!fe on the one 'hand, judgment on :the other; whioh 
forces us to take the resurrect'ion of verse 28 in the strict 
sense, 'and to refer 'Iile judgment of v. 29 to the last judg
ment, 'at leasll in the case <if 1!h:ose who are condemned ... 
There is pecU'li'ar force in the words, "shall hear His voice": 
"This voice which sounds in your earS at this moment, 'shaH 
yet 'awake tlte dead from the tomb; 'marvel not, then, that 
I daim to possess both authority to judge 'and power 'to give 
spiritual resurrection." , 

If these two passages from John"~ Gospel and 'his 
Apocalypse are 'compared -it ,will. he found that they agree 
in :theitr order, in the omission 'Or inclusion of phySical 
termsreSIPectively, 'and in the issues of blessin,g or judg
ment pronounced. This 'Gospel 'records our Lord's promise 
that He would communicate further revelation through 
the Spi'rit, even "tnings to come," 'and that He -declared 
those coming disclosures to 'be reIated to things already 
made known. The Apocalypse, therefore, in this added 
fOl'lm of ;symboIism, may be intended in part as one of 
the Spi'rilt''S instrumentalities in fulfilling H~s, promised 
ministry: "He sn'aU bring all ,things to your remem
brance whatsoever I have saidi unto you"-'His millennial 
revelation 'illum'inating the memory and the meaning iOf 
His earlier teaching on life and resurreCtion! 

. The Everlasting Kingdom 
It is sometimes remarkedl that little is 'revealed of th'e 

new heavens 'and new earth, as though God, did nOlt 'intend 
to enlighten His people overmuch concerning their re~ 
demption, s'alvati'On, Hfe, inheritance, ihabitatien, con
solation,. kingdorri" 'and glory, described as etern'al and 
everlasting and 'Secured by "the blood of -the everlasting 
covenant". We do not find, hOwever, that in ,the Old 
Testament the Millennium is once named whereas twice 
the new heavens and new·earth 'are aimounced a's'redemp
tion's go·a!. And,. a's in the New Testament, Jerusalem is . 
described in ,intimate association with these,' the Slame 
creative 'terms are used, and s,imHa'rcharacter'istic's given 
by the absence of th'Ose sinful elements whi'ch mark "the 
heavens 'and' earth which 'ai'e n'ow" renderin1g them unfit 
for the habitation of 'th:e' Hely One. (Isa. XLV. 17-19; 
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XLVI. 22; 2 Pet. III. 13;·Rev. XX. 11; XXI. 1~5). It 
cannot be without "intended signifiCance that these p.ew 
or 'renewed condi,tions or creations. of God are pla,ced in 
His Word in connection with the new heavens and earth .. 
By what co'n'textual nile or reaslOn; therefore, 'should they 
he related to a "millennial earth" still under the curse 
and to be thereafter destroyed? It has become almost 
a formaHty of utiterance' with some to describe or dis
miss many prophecies 'a's millennial. Bearing 'a spiritual 
signifIcance, 'as all typical hi'stories' IOf Christ. our. Re
deemer do, may they not be perennial?, If in some of 
these scriptures: the measureless' terms "everlasting" 
and "for eve~ and ever" ,are employed, why gi\~.e them a 

, limited 'sense, determined'iby human judgment of the sub
ject',s le'a~e IOf existence? Do we, 'th.en, af,ter all, confess 
to '''poet'ic ex:aggerat~on" .in holy scripture? But if the 
earth i's to be ·a new creation,' why not "'everlasting 
hills"? .Did not the Creator make an everlasting coven
ant with ,the earth? May 'He not 'sati'sfy this in ever
lasting renewal, 'a new creation 'as redemption"s 'achieve
ment? ('Gen. X1.IX. 26; IX. 16). And what of the 
dominion' 'and gllOry 'and, kingdom wh'ichshall con1J.inue 
"forever, even for ever and ever"? This cannot :ee com
pressed within the 'comparatively brief space of 'a thou
sand years, which for ·the Majestic Ruler 'are "but 'as 
'yesterday when it 'is :past, and as 'a wa:tch in the-night"; 
while the vIsion here' described of the 'setting of the 
judgment and the opening of the books conforms to t'he 
post-mHlenni-al final tribunal of the Apocalypse. Nor 
does it 'appear compatible with tMs langualge of univer
s'ality 'and 'finaUty that the everl'aSiting k'ingdom which 
shall never be marred or corrupted and which is to super
sede all predicted for:ms of world, power in opposition to 
the -Son of Man, ,should he establislhed for 'a millennium 
a's a first 'insitJalment, and that thereafter univemal in
surreciion shlOuld ca'st its blot, upon. the d'eSIPOUc 'a'~
m"inistraltion of 'the Ancient of, Days. (Daniel VII). 

... 
Israel Possessed the Land 

"Israel shall be s'aved "in the Lord, with an everl-asting 
. salvatilOn: ye S'ha~l ndt be ashamed or confounded' world 

without end" (Isa. XLV. 17, 18): Here 'is 'a promise also 
'and nece~SIa'rily 'associated, not with a millennial kingdom 
but with the announcement of God's IOriginal creative 
desiign . respecting t'he 'heavensand the earth which, far 
from being forever frustrated·, ,shall be 'reaiized in' the 
new creation. And must we not und'erstand the salva
tion of Israel a'S ak'in in its nature 'and, ch'aracter to that 
spiritual salvaotion which s'tirred: Paul's "h~art's des'ire 
~nd prayer to God" for them? The 'apo'stle viewed 
'ialv'ation in i,ts spiritual and eternal content; "that they 
might be saved" miHennially he never hinted 'a:t; that "is 
the interpreter's view who 'sees only 'a millennial Sion; 
but Paul 'COnceived of salvation in Christ Jesus for Jew 
and Gentile alike so that when the fulneS'S of the Gentiles 
shall come. in, "'all I'srael shall be saved'~ :- saved,and 
therefore; 'with the saved Gentiles, glorHi"Eld' .. together 
with Christ 'and made meet for the inheri'tailce of the' 

, s'aints in light, ·those new he'avensand new earth wherein 
dwelle'th rfgMeousnes·s. 

It is affirmed qu"ite dogmatically, 'as upholding the re
liability of the Divine promise, that the geograpJii'Cal 
location of I;srael in Palestine 'as 'Orilglnally pledged in 
covenant to Abra'ham and to his seed has never yet 
l'eceived fulfilment;, 'an'd that therefo·re, sin'ce God is the 

God of truth, Israel wiII ·be given miIlenn"i'al settlement 
under the new 'covenant when her salvation 'shall come 
ait Messiah's 'appearing. The boundaries of ,the prom'is'ed 
inheritance are 'stated in 'Gen. XV. 18-21. The Scofield 
Bible' :has 'a note confirming -the alleged non-fulfilment, 
and a distinction is. made between :the .word "river" ·and 
"border" when compared with -the largest" extent of thelr 
posses's'ion in Solomon"s 'reign as given 'in 2 Chron. IX. 
26. While holding tenac'iously to ver.bal inspiration 
(1 Cor. II .. 13), b'elieving "it "is the· Spirit's Bible copy- , 
rigM every worcli," we must not -handle scripture as 
though we were critical redactors, 'and rob the Divine 
Au-tho'r of the li:berty to express the same thing in vary
ing terms and forms 'according to His sovereign will. 
If 'the folllOwing relative passages ·are compared it may 
be proved to sati's·faction that "river" 'and "·border''''mean 
the same th4tg, and that Israel's kinlgdom did actually 
comprehend and her 'king !hold 's'Overeignty 'over, all the 
land promised by Jehovah to Abraham in the Genesis 
covenant: Gen. XV. 18-21; Ex. XXII-I. 31; Deut. ViII. 
8~21; XI. 24; Jos.XV. 4, 27; XXI. 43, 45;.XXIII. 15, 16: 
2 Sam. VIII. 3; 1 Kings IV. 21, 24; 2 ,Chron. VII. 8; 
IX. 26; Neh. IX. 7-8. Jt is a matter of ancien;t 'his'tory 
that the literal, seed of" Abrah'am did possess the land 
"from :fihe r'iver of Egypt unto the great river, the river 
Euphrates," 'and tbe,refore her promised salvation must 
be viewed in a ,spiritual sense, also gua'ranteed in the 
Abrahamic covenan't, as Paul eJDPIained: ":to the end the 
promi'se might be 'sure to all the seed; not to that only 
wMoh is 'Qf ·the law; for if they which 'are 'Of the law 
be he"irs, faith 'is made vO'id, and, the promis~ made of 
none' effect." In Christ Jesus there is neither Jew nor 
Greek: "'and if ye be ChriSlt's., then ;are ye ·.A!braham's 
seed ·and heini according ,to the promise." (Rom. IV. 16; 
Gal. III. 28-29). 

Without reservatilOn the Christian will receive 'any 
unequivocal pronouncement of the Word :though mystery 
may enshroud both reason 'and: meantng; that "the mouth 
of the Lo'rd :hath spoken 'it" suffices. Where, however, 
the word' of prophecy carries 'a significance to be de
voutly searched after, and persuasion is not yet, and 
interpreta:tions offered do not, upon examination by the 
Word, carrY conv-iction, patience and enquiry must be 
exerc'ised. Wherefore" it is asked, :but one thousand 
yea'rs IOf Messiah's rule 'as 'against many 'thou'sands of 

. man',s mis'rule, 'and in a world still de'stined to destruc
tion,? If ,the days of crea,tion are taken each :to repre
sent a millennium,- 'and ,the seventh of these is to be the 
antitypicalSla.'bbath, that sabbath-rest win 'again be 
broken 'at the end. I's the regime of the Last Adam, like 
that of the Firs;t, to pe foiled? T'he sabbath-keeping 
'Which 'rema"ineth to the people of God is eternal (Heb. 
IIV. 9). -The "glorious gospel" 'which "'rema'ineth'" and 
"excelled" is desilgned unto the consti>tution' of 'a "glori
ous church" 'COmposed o'f the redeemed of all nations and 
peoples and 'k'indred's and tribes, -a holy temple, ail 'habi
tation of .. ,Goc;t through the Spi'rit". ,:::according to His ....- :0---".. 
eterrnal purp'ose," to find its per:fect 'reaIiosMiol) in "the 
ages to come", in the '.'dispens·ation of the fulness of 
times," that is, in ,the new :heavens 'and new earth. Is not 
this' :th·e kingdom for whose clOming the Church is to 
pray, for rtJhe analQgy, "Thy will be dlOne IOn earth even 
as ,it 1s done in h-eaven'" cannot pertain to conditions 
including fe'igned- obedience with outbreak of world-wide 
rebeilion i,mmed-iately opportunIty is found,? T,ha,t is not 

,.how God's will is done in heaven. 

... ~.,.~ 
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"He Take~ Away the First" 
To w.hat purpo'se, it 'iSl further 'asked, a material temple 

and carnal ordinances ion 'Jerusalem with the reimposi
tion of 'riltes' 'and sacrifices whereby remembrance is 
made of sins, and against which the gos·pel ·so eloquently 
protesis, and Paul, who having found Christ and counted 
all such ,thi'ngs as loss and refuse, declared~:· "If I build 
again 'the things wHich I destroyed I make myself 'a 
transgressor," and anathematised' any who m'd so, since 
God "'ha!th taken 'away the first :thaJll 'He might establish 
the second," and 'any returnin'g to the firs't now 'abolished 

. is 'irremediaible 'apoSitasy i . (Phil. III.; Gal. II; Heb. 
VI.. X.) Suc·h 'sacrifkial ·ceremonies, i,t is reasoned,-

. found not in Moses' historical types, but ',in Ezekiel's 
symbolical visions (a dHference of note)-will be 
memorial 'and not expiatory; and the Church ordinance 
of Ijjhe Lord'·s Supper is called in support. The d,is'sim'ilar
ity is, of course, obvious. T'he sacrifices of bloo'dshed
d'ing, it is held, coupled with priestly admlnisiration will 
be as literally enforced 'as under the Mos·aic economy, 
and that fur a thousand years. 'The Supper is a simple 
ordinance, in no 'sense itself a sacrifice, commemorating 
the true Lamb. The 'denial of any expiatory value carries 
no weig·ht for neither were the Mosaic s-acrifices ex
pia'1;ory in realirt;y; rather, i'n' Sluch sacrifices there is 'a 
remembrance made again-noi of redemption accom-

. plis'hed but-of sins remaining. (Heb. X. 3-11). But 
biblical memorials 'are not only retrospective, they 'are 
anticipatory. They ·are designed both to call to remem
brance ·and 'also to po'int to a coming reality. Between 
the typical redemption of Israel from Egypt and the 
first advent of Christ ,the passover ·served in this dual 
character. The ';Lord's Supper was thereupon instituted 
similarly to serve 'hetween the first and second advents. 
The p.assover foreshadowed and was fulfilled!. when 
"'ChTi'st our Passover was 'sacrificed, for us." The Sup
per foreshadows and: will ,be fulfilled w.hen "'the marri·age 
of.t·he Lamb is come." What prospective ·realilty, it may 
be asked, will millEinnially reimposed 'animal sacrifices 
anticipate? 'The absence of the Subject Commemorated 
is :the reason for the pontinu'ance of the memorial. "Till 
He come" would 'apply to both dispens'ations, and till 
impl'ies a 'Cessation. . Wherefore, then, 'should'memorials 
be 'rein'stitUitedi when He W~ho Himself offered' the "one 
s·acrifice for sins' forever" shall h'ave :then 'returned in 
Person ; and in that d'ay of His wrath shall be 'aclmowl
edged even by His foes as the Lamb? (Rev. VI. 16). 
Ha's He not already fulfilled aliI templ~ shadows and 
all sacrificial service? ", 

When 'the Lord JesU's warned His disciples against 
leaven "they reasoned among themselves"; their thoug.hts 
were of bread; 'and He rebuked them for 'their ,slowness 
to understand the figure. When He fed' the multitude 

,the perishing ~read .was used no,tonly to feed the 
phys'ically :hungry' but to stre'ss the supreme importance 
of "that me'at which endureUh unto life eternal." (Mark 
VIII. 15; .JQhD.;Y~ ... 27). Within the 'temple a't 'Jerqsa
lem when it woul'd; appear He could 'be referring to noth
ing else than that material structure, the Lo~d 'Jesus 
s'aid: "Destroy this ;temple and in three 'days I will raise 
it up." His enemies held it aga'inst Him even 'at the 
cross. They could think only of' one temple, in Jerusalem. 
He intended an alto'geither different temple though quite 
as literal: "He spake of ,the temple of His hody." 
(John II, 19). The. resurrection fulfilled that predic
tion. 'On another occas.ion He 'spake of 'the complete 

destruction of the J erU'salem 'temple. 'This'also came to 
pass; with no promise in the New Testament of the 
"raisi,.ng up" of' this temple. And 'in ,the 'COUl'Se of 
inspiring -the New Testament writings· covering that 
event, the Holy Spit-it, Who our Lord promised' would 
expand 'and e:J!:poundJ His own teaching, transferred, 'this 
word "temple" to the heliever and the church. Are we 
thus instruoted thereafter 'to understand, this to be the 
connotation 00£ the word, so 'that where the word is not 
materially qu·alified, 'it is to be spirit~lly understood?i 
Are all these types lin all their .particularos, and alll that 
appel'ltained unto them now exhausted in the grace and 
reality, 'the glorious .and eternally perfected aehieve
ment.6 of the Lord Jesus Christ? Are not these to be 
perennially celebrated? (Eph. 1'1. 7). There :are keys 
in E'zekiel's symbolism which unlook tl}.e g.ates to Ibhe 
eternal city. 

Coming and Consummation 
Once for all Qh·rist appeared· to put away sin; now 

He appears in ,the presence' of God. He will not 'come 
again, therefare, ''to make 'an end of sins." He will 

. appea.r the second 'time apart from sin, or sin-offering, 
unto salvation (Heb. IX. 26-28). Of His first ad:vent 
by incarnation our Lord s'aid, "I came down from 
heaven." Of <the second advent 'the Scripture says, "He 
shall d'escend from heaven." Before 'and between the 
advents heaven is His dwelling pi'ace. His second coming 
means that He will leave 'heaven the second, 'time. The 
"memo-rial" 'theory of the Millennium, following a pre
millennial coming, must be explained by His further 
abs'enee, His return ,to heaven. Having so returned with 
Hi'S glorified Church, in order to 'Confo'l"lll to the pre
diction of Peter, if, indeed, 'the dissolution is post
millennial, He must come yet again for the 'apostle 
affi'rms that these events .follow 'in sequence 'lipon the 
com'ing of the Lord. We 'are thereby forced to the 
conclusion that, in such case, having 'COme once, at Hi'S 
Incarnation and returned Ito heaven at His ascension, 
He wiIl come again, the second time, pre-millenn'i,ally, and 
again 'return to 'heave~, ascending on high' with His . 
saints, and a't the end of the Millennium He must come 
again, the ,third time, ·to consummate 'all things. It !has 
been reasoned thaJt belief 'in a' pre-trihulation coming 
involves. acceptance of a third coming (.though stages 
are introduced as an escape theory). Belief in the pre
millennial coming would- appear to require the same., 
Peter, however, and 'Paul, and ·the other scriptures to 
which we are referred for support or confirmation, gen
erally teach 'a second coming only 'and with 'it <the con
summation. 

lit is possible that our Lord anticipated the new heav
ens and earth in Hi'S promise concerning "the regenera
tio'n". Peter's "restitution of 'all things", and Paul's 
assurance that "1Jhe creature itself shall be delivered" 
from the bondage' of corruption into the Iglorious liberty 
of the 'child,ren of Ood" would· find realisation in 'the . 
same ultimate ·recreatip.!l. Such ,glorious fr.eWQ.U1 ;',~,.~l~, ~ :" .... <~. 
shared would require more than one millennium in a 
world upon which the curse has rested for millennia in 
succession. It 'i's Paul's meaning 'also in outlin.ing the 
elements of 'the "eternal purpose" including "-the dis-
pensation of the fulness of times when He will gather 
together in oneall 'things 'in Christ. both which are in 
heaven and whi'ch are in' earth, -even 'in Him,'" and 
again, "by Him to reconcile all things 'unto Himself, by 
Him, I s'ay, Whether they be 11hings in earth or things 
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in heaven." (Matt. XIX. 28; Acts III. ,21; Rom. VIII. 21; earth? What wa's the world 'in Adam's unfallen regime 
·Eph. I., 10; Col. I. 20). And·a new earth :would more but a .glorious· fellowship when 'God ta'bernacled with 
appropriately befit "th'e world to come", or, as it· may man in para:dJse? Shall it be so again and- ·aboundingly, 
be Slaid, the -inhabi,ted earth to come, .for the millennial • for it Slhall cQme to pass thaJt, "Behold,. the tabernacle 
conception is of the renovation of the world- -th'at now of God i's witih men, 'and- He will dwell with them, ·and 
is. (Heb. II. 5) .. The majeSltic words· add'res'sed to the they! shall be His people, ·and 'God! Himself ·shall be with 
Son of God: "And T·hou Lord! in the' beginning m·st laid them and he their God"? N o'th'ing short of ,this-untQ 
the foundation of ;the earth, and the heavens are the which the first. a·dvent. was designed when ·"the Word 
works of Thy hands; they shall perish ... they shall ·became flesh 'and tabernacled amongst us"-wiH ;f;he sec-

. b'e changed!; 'but ·Thou remainest," take no account of a ond advent of our .Lord Jef!~s Ohrist introduce ·and per-
millennium "when 'again He bringeth His Fi·rst !bego·tt~n ennially- establish. . 
into the world," but they do forecast the new creation. ' Vi;ion and Verification. 
In like ~l'anner the confi'rIn:at!~e word ·at the"end of .the 'Dhe events envis'aged.in the Apocalypse .are not neces-
same epIstle rf?rewaz:ns that yet once more ~a ~ef~;- s'arily recorded in the order of their 'intended fulfil
ence to the VOIce of the 'trum'Pet, 'complement to Smal s ment. By such 'introduction 'as "'after these things I 
'b!'a~~he 'he~~ens 'as well a's the earth sh:lI;ll be shaken, heard," and "'anter this i: s·aw" ~e are If.o understand a 
'sIlgmfymg theIr removal, that the eternal kIngdom 'alone . . . '. ' . 
h Id . ,'. " II hak bl Th·· 'II take sequence m the unveIlmg of the VISIOns, and not car-

·s ou' remam perenma. y uns ~a e. . IS WI • respond-ing succession in ·the coming to pa'ss of the 
effect at ,the second commg of ChrIst. (Heb. XII. 25-29, thO .. 'f' d 'Th' . I t' f . . I I'n , . H !\ . mgs sIgm Ie '. 'ere IS no vlo·a Ion 0 prmclp e 
Hag. II. 6-7, eb. X .. 7). regarding .the MilJennium., 'as' some expositors do, as 

Regeneration~ Restitution, Rec:onciliation 
In attaching a l'imiied meaning Qr scope -to ·the·se theolo

gical,terms 'as 'applied to the divine adm'inistration there 
is 'at O'Dce the danger of Gospel d~sparagement. Limirta
tion once conceded cannot :but cast aspersion upon such 
solemn verities ·as eternal judgment 'and- e,ternal salva
tion. If 'in Hi'S use of the word "Regeneration" our Lord 
but described the m'ille'Dnium, a period limited, in dura
tion upon the expiry of which the world, 'so regenerated, 
would iby d,ivine decree 'be overwhelmed in destruction. 
.bY what rule of consistency 'and, with w.hat m'ipis'try of 
assurance may this same word be uS'ed, as it is ev'an
gelically used of the Gospel, that ".jf any man be in 
Christ-there is a new creation"? And if termination by 
judgment may overtake a regenerated world, how shall 
the 'regenerated sInner be persuaded of his eternal'secur
ity? S'imihlrly; the phrase, "the restitution of 'all things,." 
that is, the'ir complete restoration and re-eSitabUshment, 
would far more accurately describe ,the regained Para
dise ·than a millennial earth of temporary betterment 
wlhere sin 'and the curse may be but partially r~oved, 
to :be superseded by universal rebellion 'an·d- judgment. 
Of the reJgeneration or new cre'anon iOf ·reconciIed s:inners 
the Gospel 'saY's: "Old 'things are" passed away; behoM, 
all things are become new; and all things 'are of God," 
and of the Iheavens 'and ea'rth newly created ·it is d'e
dared: "the former things 'are p'as'sed away, behold 
I make all things new"; 'a regenerated world for re
generated men. (2 Cor. V. 17-19; Rev. XXI. 1-5). The 
word "Reconciliation" likewise 'is ·USedl 'in association 
with the new creation of bo:jj}i. As "the new man, created 
of 'Go'd ,in righteousness" i's the same person now re
generate, so the new heavens 'and earth, created' of God 
in: ·rig.'b.teousne"ss, are the same universe, but regenerate. 
And 'as even. regeneralbed believers shall be purged wi~h 
fire, "for the fire shall try every man"s work" 'and ":he 
himself 's'hall be saved yet so a's by fire,"·80 a regener
'ated universe will 'have been dissolv.ed in fi.re, itSi works 
consumed; no't another world, but renewed, gloriously 
rejuvenated and transformed, ·verily a ri~w creation, a 
regeneration, a restitution, a reconciHation; for out of 
the general conflagration' the new universe will be born. 

In :t:hi·s case, may not scriptures of futuristic character, 
both in the Old ·and New Testaments, ·fi'nd their fulfil
ment in the eternal world 'rather than in amiIlennial 

representing a prolon1ged period preceding climactic 
even~s as for example, the joyful marriage supp~r of the 
Lamb 'and the 'WIOeful supper of the .great God; 9r again, 
'ir~ observing a parallel between earlier 'and- later visions 
of jU'dgment 'and! of 'bless:ing which by ·simiIarity of 
circumstance 'and phraseology tend' 'to the view that the.y 
may 'be id'entical andsynchronouSi. 'Thus it is that the 
language em'Ployed· ,is obviously conformable to the final 
dissolution on the one ·hand 'and the regeneration of the 
universe on the other. Repeated visions are ·record-ep, of 
selfsame occurrences each contributing added informa
tion and different 'aspects so that, taken together and 
in the whole, the ·revela.tion in i'bs completeness may be 
re~ived. This principle, i:t :has been logically 'and wisely 
reasoned, 'applied to the Gospel or to ·the Coming, ren
ders the 'theories untenable -that different qualifying 
'tenDs denote different Gospels or 1:ihai varying de
scriptive IanguaJge ·divides iIl!to stages the 'Coming. It 
is one 'all-glorious Gospel; it is oneall-consummlltting 
Com'ing. 

No deni·al is thereby involved~, ~s' some would appear to 
conclude, of the development and: manIfestation of the 
final 'apostasy, or the arisiing therefrom and. ·reign of 
the Man ·of. Sin, with· Babylon's 'revival and overthrow 
art the glonou's ·a'Ppeal"ing of the Lord from heaven; or 
of Israel's salvation and the redeemed of ·all nations 
with ·the universality of ·the Abraihamic promise to his 
Seed' ,tjhat "all fammes of the ·earth ··shall be blessed"; 
or of "the things "that accompany salva·tion" presented • 
in typical prophecy a's well as ·in typical history; or of 
any predictions which find place in Ithe proceeding un
folding of the Divine providence, which itself is the only 
'aecu'rate interpreter of Divine prophecy; or, illdeed, of 
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the Millennial reign itself as the fulfilment o'f the 
promise that "if .we suffer with Him we shall also reign 
with Him." 

Interpretive theories may differ; the faots are~well 
expressed in the well-known a'dvent hymn: 

,When the solemn trump'has sounded 
Heaven !Illd earth shall.flee away; 

All Who hate Him must, confounded, 
Hear <the trump proclaim the day: 

Come to judgment! 
-Come to judgment; come 'away! 

Answer Thine Own bride and Spirit; 
Hasten, Lord, the general doom; 

The new 'heaven and earth to inherit, 
T'a:ke Thy: pining exiles home: 

All creation 
Travails, groans, and bids Thee come! 

Dr. Charles Hodge in his Systematic Theology Ihas 
stated the case thus: 

"Lutper was wont to s'ay, 'The heavens 'have their work
day clothes on: hereafter "they wiH have on "their Sunday 
garments.' The '·result of this change is said to be 'a new 
heavens and a new earth. This is set for.t'h not only in the 
use of t'hes'e terms, but in ca:l1ingt'hepredicted change a 
'-regenera:tion,' a 'restoration,' 'a del'iverance from 'the 
bondage of corruption,' and 'an introduction into ~e glori, 
ous liberty ()If the sons of God.' The earth, according to the 
common opinion, that is, this renovated eartJh, ~s to be 
the final seat of Christ's kingdom. Th'is is the new heavens; 
this. the mew Jerusalem; the . Mount Zion, in which are to 
be gathered the general 'assembly 'and church of 1Jhe first
'born which are written in heaven; ,the spirits Of just men 
made perfect; thils is 1!he heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the 
living God;/the kingdom prepared for His people before The 
foundation of the wol'ld. It is, of course, no matter of 
interest what portion of space these new heavens and new 
earth are to occupy, or of What materi'als they are to be 
formed,. As the resurrection bodies ~of believers 'are to be 
hUman 1:>od1es, they must have a local 'habitation, ,although 
it be one not made with 'hands, eternal in 1!he heavens, All 
we know a'bout U is, that 'it will be glorious, and adapted 
to the spiritual ,bodies which those in Christ 'are to receive 
When He comes 'the second time unto salvation," 

PRIEST CONDEMNS GAMBLING BUT 
SHARES IN PROFITS 

Archbishop Fails to Eliminate Church Bingo 

I N DISOUSSING the ban placed by the ArchbiS'hop of 
Montreal on gambloing 'in Roman Catholic Churches, 

we concluded by asking ;the' question: "How long will 
the new Archbishop of Montreal be 'able to hold' out in 
the face 'Of financia,l pressure from his clergy 'and despite 
the teaching of the 'Moral' Theologians of his church? 
We wish him well i.n his 'a'ttempt 'and hope that he wiII 
not too so'on develop a politic hlindness in one eye." 

Our question is answered by a note 'appearing in a 
. recen:t issue of L' Auro1'e which we reprint' 'herewith: 

Change a Letter-and You Change an Ecclesiastical 
Directive! . 

It is very 'amusing to read an editorial by Senator 
Boucbard in the 'l'ast Haut-ParZeur, in which !he speaks 
of "Bingo" being forbidden or permitted according as it 
is wi!thin the <limits of a diocese where g·ambling is per
mitted or of 'another where it is banned: 

In Pointe-'aux-Trembles, at the extreme east end of 
'the Island of Montreal, Msgr. Leger has not 'been 'any 
more successful than was his predecessor Msgr. 'Char
'bonneau in his 'ban on "Bingo". This for:bidden game 
continues to be played in the pasement of the parish 
church, but ,in order to make it 'appear to conform to 
!the 'archepiscopal orders, the n-ame of rthe g·ame has 
'been Changed. It is not "Bingo" tlliat is played but 

, 
"BONGO". T'rucks with loud-speakers announce in the 
streets of the town the next game of !BONGO! And 
as 'everyone knows that "Bongo" and "Bingo" 'are one 
'and the same game, ,the criminal code and the ep'iscopal 
orders 'both continue to su'ffer violation for the greater 
profit of the organizers, who very likely -leave 'a part of 
the'ir gains in Ithe parish treasury! .-

We .. are not in the le'ast surpri'sed that our prophecy 
has been fulfilled. "Rome always seeks to enjoy the 
reputation of moral 'purity and 'at 'the same time the 
sordid gains of corrupt practices. We wonder what 
high-minded .. Roman Catholics think of :their Archbishop 
and hi's priests who openly avow their antagon'ism ,to 
gambling under ecclesiastical 'auspices and then sh'al'e 
in its 'iIl"'gotten gains ?..:....-W.S.W. 

. REV. HARVEY SPRINGER WRITES ON 
"OUR BRITISH 'ALLY'." 

MR. SPRINGER a couple Of years ago 'co-~ducted an 
evangeli'stic campai,gn in Jarvi,s Street ·Church. It 

was fruitful in many conversions, and Mr. Springer en
deared 'himself to the J'a-rvis Stree't congregation. . 

But we wish Mr. Springer would ,preach the gO'spel 
which he preaches so effectively, and leave internationa!l 
politics .alone. We do not say it is -wrong for :preachers 
to discuss such matters, if, and 'When, they know what 
'they are talking rubout. But Mr. Springer id<>es not. On 
sU'ch matters he· can write more nonsense in five minutes 
than. a'lmost any man we know: His article ;in hi,s is'sue 
of June ll)!th, is a column' of bosh. Of course Britain 
makes mistakes. Who does not? Surely the United 
States will not cla'im infallibility for herself politically, 
or mi<litarily. '. 

We frankly confes's that we are more than offended 
by Mr.' Springe-r's article: we are furiously indignant. 
We love B-rother Springer, and would, go a 'long way to 
hear .him preach; but he has neither !th'e histori'cal knowl
edge, nor the political d,j'scernment to qual'ify him to 
write on in~erna tional affairs. We quote one paragraph 
only:' 

"We aTe. not standing together in Spain, where 
Britain 'has long ,barred the inclusion of Spa:nish armed. 
forces and Spanish airfields in 'the Europe'an defense 
againS't Russia." 

if Brita"in has one -wi'se action to he,r credit, surely this 
is one! To jO'in hands with Spain, and with the bloodY 
Franco, a puppet 'Of the Vatican, whose ;prisons are filled 
with innocent victims of his tyranny, would, bea-bout as 
justifiable as would be making the Devil himself a ,Field 
Marshat of the British Army. 

We 'confess we feel outraged by Brother Springe-r's 
·article. 

. DR. WILMOT'S ARTICLE 

I N THIS issue 'We publish an article by Dr. John Wilmot, 
of London: "MrLLENNIAL OR PERENNIAL?" 
We publish the whole article in this one issue so that 

oli-r readers may the m'Ore easil~ preserve it. 'We have 
never read anything. on this subject more satisfa'Ctory. 
We be'lieve it ought to be l'ea'd by tens of thousand's. It 
is enough for us to say that THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS says, 
"Amen!" to the 'principles here enunciated. 

We suggest that our readers 'put this article as"ide .for 
future reference, and not only read it, but study it dili
gently, with all the references whicI:t Dr. Wih~pt gives. 
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"Grace 'Abounding . to the Chief of 
. .' S· " Inners 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shield& 

Preached in Jarvis Street Bapti'st Ohurch, Toronto, Sunday EvenIl),g, June 24th, 1951 
. (Electrically Recorded) . 

"But wihere sin abounded, grace did mu~h more a.bound: That as sin hath 
reigned unto dea1Jh, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal 
lifehy Jesus Christ our Lord."-Romans 5:20-21. 

t 

THE ti,tle 1 have given for my addreSlS this ,evening i-s 
'the ti,tle of one of John Bunyan's Ibooks. 1 .hope . 

you h'ave all read it. 1 'read 'it, so many years ago 1 
should not Uke to tell' you how many. 1 do not ,remember 
'any;thing 'in it except 'the great truth enshrined in the 
tI"ltle, that grace does abound to the chief of sinners. . 

When 1 used to'travel very mUe'h by rail it was always 
my practice when Ithe train stopped for a ·few minutes 
at a divisi~nal point, to get out, an{i, if time allowed, 
,to walk up as far 'as the engine. 1 have 'always been. 
fond of engines. from the time 1 was 'a 1'i1ltle 'boy, 'and I 
have never got over it. But 1 used to like, 'and 1 stilll~ke, , 
when going by rail, to go up and look over the engme, 
to 'see the engineer 'oiling his ,great macll'ine, to watc'h 
the conductor as he 'gave him 'his orders which he had 
received from headquarters. 1 have alwaY'S felt 'a sense 
of comfol'lt and! security when 1 ,got baek 'to my car to 
think of that great engine pulling' us so irres'istibly 
along. 

1 'have done tJhesame thing many a time when croSlS'ing 
the ocean: 1 would get down to tthe wharf and look over 
the ship. There is a gentleman here tonight, whb told 
me some years ago-he frequen;tly crOsses the sea-that 
during the war he was aSisigned to a certain ship, and 
had not the slightest .idea what 'sortt of a 'ship it was, 
'until he got down to the wharf, and then found a a'hip 
that was oSearcely a glorified 'tug. He sa'id :he had 'a 
'terrific tos'sing crossing -in it. 1 like to ,'see the proud 
liner as' she 'prepares herself for a long voyage; 'and 
arriving safely 1 like to look up a:t ,the decks,. 'and say, 
"Well, she brou.ght me to my desired ·haven." . 

Now frequently when 1 -travel 1 go by air, 'and' 1 have 
acqu'ired the same ha'bit. 1 yv-ant Ito kpow ,what kind 
of ship is going Ito carry me, how many engines it has. 
1 like to look over the pilot, the captain, and !the rest of . 
the 'crew. 1 have crossed !the Atlantic 'a good many ,times; 
and in the Pacif'ic, came down 'some time in the sma~1 
hours .of 'the morning, on a very hot night or morning; 
the winds were 'blowing, and hotter for their blowing, 
on ·a li'ttle 'a'toll just big enough .for the ship. My friends 

. slep1F'·QP,d)l:l't.1 g'ot out 'and-wa1K€d':'aro)ipa ·a. ,bilt, and 
said, '''So thiS i's the machine that is not afraid to croSlS 

. the Pai:ific." 1 like 'to~see.h'ow· 1 am being carried, ·about;. 
it gives me a :sense of peace' and safety. 

1 think, also" it i's a good thing someti~es to do that 
on our j'ourney 'heavenward, just to take 'stock at the 
stopping places, 'and ask the question,. "How did 1 get 
thus fa.r?" and lea,rn to 'sing, "'Twas grace ,that 'brought 
m~, sa.fe ,thus far, and grace will 'take me ·h'om'e." It is 

well that we should, re-ex'am;ine the foundations of things 
frequently, and give d'iligence to make 'our ealling and 
electi'On 'sure, 'Tbat is wh8lt 1 want to try to db this 
evening - nothing new, but juiS't to. turn over for you·r 
admiration, 'and 1 ,hope your ad'Oration, to inspire of our 
glorious Dord, the great veri-ties of the everlasting gos
pel Iby which -we are saved! for time and etern~ty, This 
i's a famiHar text, 'and yet not familiar. Learn. to be 
af.raid ever 'to assume that you can afford to be familiar 
wi,th the Wora. of the Infin:i1te. There .is still something 
m'ore ,to le'arn, and 'if 'there were not, 'so~eth!ing of whi.ch 
our minds may well be remil).ded. 

I. 
We have ·here A PICTURE OF Two ARMIES, Two GREAT 

FORCES ARRAYED AGAI~ST EACH OTHER IN MORTAL COM
BAT. Sin, and sin abbunding; grace, a'nd grace much more 
abounding, 'striving for the mastery. 

What i's 'S"in ~ . A glandular affeotion requiring a sur.
goon's treatment? We ·are all very good. Sin? A slight 
mentala'ber,ra'tion of some 'sort, but nolt 'as serious as the 
tnoologians woul'd make out? Don't.you.believe It, No 
one has ever yet founcJ!'a measure - no one? Yes, One, 
·and of Him 1 shaH 'speak presently, but among mere . 
humans no one "has ever found 'a measure whereby ade
quately to apprailse the dlep'th 'and breadth and 'awful 
power ()If that thing called'Sin. 

Sin can be likened to mapy :things, 'and in its'course.of .' 
aggres~ive development, !to a contagious disease.. Some
times we read of diseases among animals, and the men of. 
scienee' .a'ssure us th'at 'there is' no 'ground for anxiety, 
becaU'se ihi's particular dj'sease never attacks 'humans, 
Well, here is a dIsease that never· attacks animal's, bu't 
conceritra1tes upon hunians. It :is a. human malad'y,and 
when once it IS es'talblished, it is 'Of its 'Very nature that 
it 'should progress and increase and 'abound' more and 
mJore~ until i,t rea'ches 'the fever .height, and 'threatens 
and will affect, unles's ,there be 'some interpqsition, a fatal 
-termination. . 

,Sin is like a 'mountain btQok,..-We, were ·si·nging about 
the rivers and' the oceans this evenirig.-Jus't a little 
trickle which flows down the mountain ,side, and is joined 
by other .tr'ibu,taries, until it enlarges to the proportions 
of a river, 'and it flows inlto a gre~t lake, 'and joIns forces 
with other la~es, like Superior 'and Michigan and Huron, 
and St. Clair,and' El,e, 'and ·wi'th all that inestimable 
weigM behind ft, 'it 'is 'compressed 'into a narrow chan
nel, we call it Niagara ~iver, and then rU'shes' as 'a roar
ing,. mighty,. resistless catara'ct, an'd leaps over the brink 
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into 'the Niagara Gorge 'in its m'adrush to the sea. So it makes a ·man everY'bodIy"s enemy, including himself. 
sin, beg,inn;ing sometimes as 'a tiny rivulet, increlllses wi'th Sin i's aggressive, i.t is never stlllbic. There aTe some 
'abounding energy, until :by and by 'it 'becomes 'Such a· things that may affIic't lthe 'bpdy phySically that 'are in
mi'gllty 'power :that there i's no human strength ,thatca,n convenient, and perhaps obtrusive· 'and ugly, bu,t they 
withstand'ilts pressure. will . not kUI anybody, They 'COme to a 'Cert:ain stage 

In the N'Orth ooun'try they harve 'been plagued with and they stop; they do not go any ·farther. S'in never 
cat~rpma:rs, and -different kinds of inseCt pests. How stops; it is a dIsease' increasing to a crisis; it is an 

_ small they are in the beginning. I ,s'aw one the other 'army 'always on !the march. It ·becomes llike a gangster 
day 'in my garden,a fuzzy tMng, 'and I was half afraid 'it un'der 'an unscrupulous leader. Like Communi'sm, -it propa
was one 'of ·these enemy pesits from the Norith paying me gates i'tself until it becomeS as a mighty army under the 
a visit. Do. you know what I did? I .. pu!t my fO'dt on ilt command of Di'abolus himself. You cannot ·shoot an ouit
with all 'speed. I wanted no multiplication of that ugly lying 'sentry of ·the 'army of. Diabolus withOut 'awakin'g 
thing, because I· h'ave trees 'and 'shru'bs I highly value. the whole army, and 'the commander hliIQself. But fight 
But up ·there thdse tiny Hittle :tb'ings, ,thalt nk:l sc'ience has aga'inst the 'sm'allest sin, ·and you w'ill find that Ithe weight . 
learned 'h'ow ,to con!trol, by and by multipllied themselves, and power and 'venom of Hell itself is behind it. It knows 
until they filled 'the school' houses, coveredl the roadways, no human correcti'on. I can findl no illuStraJti'On in cur
and stop'ped the 'trains. 'They .abounded 'beyond human rent history.l'ike that of Communism-a ph'ilo'sophy of 
con'trol.The Bi,ble descl"ibes ·sin under Ithe figure of an hatred and destruc·tion and violence. You say some
army of 10cus·tJs that climb up upon Ithe 'houses, and gIO 'iIi time, "Wl1at have the Communists got 'against me?" Only 
through the doors and the windows, ,'and sweep every this, that you are not ·a Communist. Why are they on 
green ,thing from the surface of the earth. A devouring the m~rch? I 'sup-p'Ose the l10rd knows; I do nolt. What 
pes,t'ilence. 'a plague wh'O'se 'destruction' is utterly beyond they hope to ,gain who can tell? 
.human·esitimanion, is this Ithing which 'the Bible calls sin. I was rathe'r amused in reading in a certain column yes-

I read /the other day of 'Some termiites thrat had Igot into terd'ay a review of certain things 'in W'orld War Two, 
the foundation of a 'church in the East end., and were when' Mr. Churchill wrote a personal letter 'to Stal'in, 
threatening its 'destruction. Yes, termites 'can get into a when StaJoin ·and Hitler were working together. He wrote 
church-some't'imes; 'sin can lay h'Old of people, and destroy a personal leltter 'to Stal'in, teUing 'h'im that Germany 
the 'very foundati'Ons' of all prosperity "and pleasure and would at'tJack 'him. Stalin called in the German am
usefulness. Whifte ants, Itiny little things, but mul,tiplying bassaqor and s'howed him the British Premier's letter. 
and 'abound~ng, in the old days when our warships were He heedled no warn'ing, and by radio and every other 
made of hearts of 'Oak, ~uld- get in'to a 'ship, and, destroy way he lauded Hitler, through 'Ms 'amba'ssadol"s, and, I 
and sink it, when the guns of the enemy were PQwerle'ss know not how else. One night Mr. Churchill went to 
to overcame i't. They can deSltrooy wholeci't~ies. • In certain . bed and gave instruction he wa's not to be disturbed': No 
pal'lts of the world they 'h'ave had to study 1t'O discover 'maltier what -happened 'anywhere ,in the world; 'he was not 
malterials lth'at 'are proof :agains't the ravages of Ibhese to !be distul"lbed, 'shott of an invasion of Bri!ta!in. - A!t f'Our 
in'sect .hordes. o'dock that morning Hitler marchf!d 'against Stalin, and 

So, my d'ear friends, sin" overwlielms . not only 'ind'i- when Mr. Church'ill 'aro'se 'at, his u'sual hour, wa'kened at 
vidual's, 'but 'society and nation'S, and the world'. The ei,gh't o'clock, an official told h'im, "Germ'any is at war 
whole world lieth in wickedness. with S'taloin." The record 'sa'id that 'Mr. Ohurchill s'aid 
. Bu!t tMs Ith!ing we call sin 'has one peculiarity· it moves . . no't'hing, bult merely g·rinnedl from ear ito e.a'r. He' had 
steadily always in one direction. lit afflidts· the human told Stalin that, but ·he 'Would not believe ·it. 
soul, i't des'troys human e'h'aracter, it consumes the lhuman Well, let me play Churchill's par-t, and tell you that 
IHe, but always m'Orving, ·strangely as it may s·eem-I do sin w'ill -attack everyone of us in overwhelm'ing might, 
not know whether you think I mix my metaph'Ol's when and tha:t not 'one of us is e?Cempt, or can 'by 'any means 
I, "sa;y ~i, bult ju'st like a malignant destrudbive ,th'ing, it whalts'oever -acquIre any kind· of immun'i!ty. 
moves toward the :hea:rtt of :the universe, toward the very W'hat does this mean-'S1in abounds? Have you noticed 
throne of 'G'Od. It would destroy, if possihle, the heart 'how Communi'sm has abounded? I will fell you 'how it 
of government :in: the wh'Ole unive·rse. Sin is lawlessness. did i!t. rt laid hold of Eston'ia 'and Lithuania IJatvi·a 
Wherever it goes we ha:ve ,to say, "Her:e is a land where Bulgaria, Roumania, thought it ha:d Yugo'slavi'a, ~aptured 
every prospedt 'Plea'ses, 'and 'only' man i's vile." Hungary,' Czechoslovakia, 'Spread its .po'i'son ,toward China, 
. No: 'sin i's not an 'innocen't and h'armleS's' glandular af- and now milliori,s of Communists in Ch'in'a are on the 
fection. llt is 'a deadly virus, a venom, more than th'at, march. Communism abounds everywhere. I saw that 
an evil in1telligence 'that ,in Its very hear-t, and 'in i'ts very \ 'the F.B.1. arrested a lot 'in the United States. We have 
essence, ii'S anti ... G'od. I could enumera·te moral evils, but. a 'lot of them 'here, just like destroying 'and poisonous' 
what is the use ;talkling 'about drunken~ess, and 'imm'O'ral- insects, b'oting their way -into all s·tra:t'a of 'SIOciety .. What 
ilty, and dishones'ty, and 'avarice ana pride-these 'are only for? To overthrow gorvernmen'ts-like the carnal' mind, 
symptoms of the un'derhdng malady"and .no matiter what that 'is. Elnmity ag·ain·st God, and.is"n,ot 'Subject ito 'the law 
'Outward' correcti'on may ~be . effected, u"nless this thing of 'God, 'n~i'ther indeed can ·be. 'Yo·ii'C;~~·II().t'''educate'' t'he 
that -i's 'in the' blood, that Is of Ithe very nature of a man, carnal mind. 'There are some po'i'sonoU's reptiles ,that may 
is dealt with, in 'the end he will be no beftter. be relieved 'Of their venom and rendered harmles's. No 

Bult I venture to say tha't, -by strict illlter:pretatibn of one but God. can· do ·that'to the carnal m1indl. In 'i'bs very. 
-the symboHsm of the text, sin-I want to find a modern fi'bre, in i,ts very nature and essence,-it 'iSI enmity, not at 
illustration of "it-is somethiing Uke the nature of Oom- enmity, but 'it i's ·itself enmity ·against God, and 'is not 
munism. an ideology, 'a ,brain 'di,sease ravaging the sU1bject to Ithe law of 'God, neither indeed' can be. 
realm 'Of ,thought, a parano'ia, d~l'Ianging the whole 'human I heard someone s'Peak 'Of 'a man, ·a 'certain' preacher
sys'tem, the whole human' eoll's·llitu1t'ion. :rt is 'anarchistic, it wa's" ~ot myself-whom certa1in peOple did n~t like. 
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T'hi's man 'said, "You know 'if Dr. SO-'and~So were to start 
giving 'away ten d'oIIa'r bills a 'loit IOf people would be 
against· i,t, juslt because he gave them away." But, my 
dear friends, God 'ha!s done more than give 'away ten 
drollar bills. He 'b'as fill,edi this eaz:th with H'ght 'and life. 
and beauty, and the earth ·is £oUled wilth the gobdlfles'S of 
the Lord. But the carnal mind' is'againsit it, not subject 
to Ithe law ofG<>d, neither indeed 'Can be. And just ,as 
Oommuni'sm h'as ,taken possession of all these nations, 
sin .Jays 'hold ripon 'the realm 'ot the affections, 'and estab: 
li'shes~ itseif there. llt proceeds to the perceptive f-aeuJ:ty, 
and rOIots i1lself there; it lays hold upon :the judgment, 
an'd secures control there; it gets into the realm of the 
'imagination, 'and se'ts that On fke. So it goes on until 
it lays :hold upon the human will, 'and controls everything, 
and lthe man 'bias been conquered ~n wblat we call a "cold 
wa'r." Not very cold! Yes, by 'any figure 'you oJike to 
consider it, there ,it is everywhere-S1in aibound,ing. 

I have said ,to you a Ihundred tiomes, in idiscountlng that 
philo'sophy of fool's that ils caUed EvoMii.on, 'that if there 
b~ anything at all in it, I 'am thankful I did not arrive 
on the stage any earlier, for surely ItMs old world is bad 
enou'gh now, 'and if we 'have evolved, from 'anything worse 
thaJn thi's, then earth must have been a Hell ,at some time 
or another. No, my dear friends, 'sin 'a!bounds. 

I remember going Ito London during the first War. I 
was go'ing to' preach a't the Metropolitan Tabernacle, and 
I 'a'rrived a week early, be~ause !We had to go early as we 
did no't know whtm we should arrive.' I went to' heat a 
certain great preacher, a man with 'Whom 1 did not 
a.gree theoloogically, although I knew him personally and 
quite intimately, but recognized :Vha't he wals a . man of 
great 'abi'lity, who commanded great respect, and exercised 
a tremendous influence in the world',s metropolis. I do 
noot remem:ber the text, but he preached about "Ohl"istian-

. iiing the Social 'Order." The guns 'were r9ar:ing acro's's 
the Channel, London and provincial hospitals were 
crowded wi;th wounded men, widows and orphans were' 
being mUltiplied with every pass'ing day-but we were 
g'Oiing to ChTis'tianize !the social order,and build the New 
Jeru's'alem burselves here, .withoout i,ts coming doown from 
Heaven, we were going to 'build .it! I sat there and 
listened to th'at add~ss, and l'aughed 'to myself. I said, 
"Surely this man mus't have 'ft very large blind spot in hi,s 
intellectual.makeup, or he ought Ito know that the world 
is on fire." ~hat was in World W~r One, but',there has 
been World War Two, s'ince then. You kno'w it all. Not 
much eV'olu'tibn there, my dear friend'S. The Bihle 'is 
still t-l'Iue. .sin is ,horrible, leprous, loathsome, deadly, 
hellis'h; ,and It abounds everywhere. 

II. 

But THERE Is ANOTHER FORCE ARRAYED AGAINST IT, 
A FO~CE WHICH CHALLENGES SIN WHEREVER IT SHOWS 
ITS HEAD. I ,say not for the moment how, or under what 
direction, but it i's enough to say that there is' anoother 

"Force which my 'text denomin'ates "grace," wMch 'is ar
rayed as a great army 8:lgains,t the prog'res's of sin. The 
text says that w'herever sin aboJlnds, wherever sin has 

, reinforcements, .gl;ace not only abounds, bu·t "( dlO't;h) much 
more 'abound," always more thlan a ·match for this dark
vis'aged enemy. Choo!le what figure you J.ike, what· field 
Qr plane of human experience and activity you' may' 
'select, wherever it 'is, all I 'h'ave to say 'to you at the mo
ment}s th'a!t there is' hope of vic'tory. Th'a!t ,i's the great 
desideratum. Is t,here 'any u'se foight'i~g? I do not see 

any use' fIghting in Korea. lam just as sure a's I am 
al'ive that General Ma'cAl"thur was right, and I am ju:S't 

. 'as certain 'as I am 'alive that all the !World' wi.Jl recognize 
'that he' wa.s righit, and, that "P·resident Truman was mis
taken as any man 'could piO'S'S'i,bly be. What are -they doing? 
Just driving 'the Reds back to the tihirty-eighth parallel, 
and then in a little while on toward the' Manchurian 
bordier. Frankly, I have s,topped 'readiing the Korean war 
news. Gr~alt victory foor 'the United Nat-ion fo'r:ces
for how long? Then we read that ma'sse'S of Chinese 
Reds are gathering across fue ,border," and by 'and by they 
'swarm ,back again. And 'so 'it is 'h'attledore 'and 'shuttle
'cock, Ibackand forth, back and forth, and 'slaughtering 
thousands, and tens of thousands ot' men,'.and' 'a'CComplish
ing 'absolutely noth'ing. I think Stalin is plea'sed. I think 

, it 'ils Stalin'ssllaughter-house. I think the more Chinese 
that are killed, the better Stalin will l'ike :it. He does 
not want ihi's 'supremacy threatenedi by a CommuniS'tic 
China; he would like to see China des'troyed, 'S'O that he 
may hlave the a'scendancy, and 'i,t suits him weB just to 

, egg them 'On. 
That ils not''the way we have t"O f.igh.tSlin. Do not go 

into the enemy"s country? Do not bomb the enemy's 
supply line'S? Ah, grlace goes ri,ght up through 'to the 
end. W'h!atever 'reinforcement may be necessary, from 
high Heaven it ,i'S available, and where sin abounds g'race 
doth much mOore ,abound. If t'here is any man iOr. wbman 

.defeated here thi's evening, 'who ha:s tried and 'tried again 
-"By the way," you may slay, "'that has been my experi- . 
ence; my life 'has been aJittle Korea, and the battle has 
raged ba'Ck and f"Orth across Ithe thirty-eighth parallel. 
Sometimes I seem to be victor, 'and <then lam {iriven 
ba'ck again.. but I never ',get anywhere'; I never have 
any peace, I never have real v,ic'tory." Well, my dear' 
fl'iends; you never will by yourself. But my mes's'age to 
you lis that no 'matter how mighty a for:ce sin may be, 
gr,ace is mightier, and there 'is a power available to every 
sin.Jstr'icken man and 'woman on thi's e'artb, whereby he 
may be delivered fr'o-m the 'tyranny of !lin; defeat can 
be .turned to v·ietory, darkness can be turned Ito light,. 
poverty to riches, loneliness to companionship, gloom 'to 
glory, death 'to Hfe. It 'is all wai.ting for us in the s'alV'a-
tron provided. ' 

III. ' 
Look 'at the next verse, will you? HERE ARE Two 

REIGNING PRINCIPLES. The word "reign" is used; It is 
the picture of a ,sovereign on hrs throne, someone who 
rules over a.kingdom. ' 

Sin reigns, and as'sumes the attitude of a kin,g, more 
than a king--'a gangster chlief,a.ruthless dictator. There 
are many here toni'ght 'who 'Would,. be ready to say to me, 
"You do not need to go 'any farther, Mr. 'Preacher. My 
own experience tells me exactly whal that' means. Sin" 
reigns; it is on the throne. It does 'as it Ii'kes, and' I 
cannot overthrow it." , . 

Bu't here it -is sa'id', "Sin reigned unto death," or better, 
"in de'ath." Sin ~'s at ·home in wreck 'and l'uin, in de'ath. 
That is w'hat it lis in es'sence; lit is a dea:d1y, fatal, tMDlg. 
Its victim 'is man 'himself, -hi,s relationships', his present, 
'his :f)utul'e---'What has a man got wh'O is, under the tyran
nous rule of 'this rut.hless dlictatol', sin? Wba't i's there 
for him in .. tomo,rrow? . Nothing. He is 'a cruel master. 
'his wages are dea'th. A failthles's friend, he betrays and
kiUs. A destructive 'p'artner, 'a ru'inous guest, who 'be
comes a rohbel' and a murderer. 

Are any of you foolis'h enough too pick up a hli,tchhiker? .. 
I know a great many are 'golOd. There is a young man 
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here tonight-I M'sh I knew somebody going .to lJondon. 
I:f :any of you Me going 'that way, l~ me. :k~ow, I~ecaus~ 
he .has to go to London. He wears ~e ~~ng s uniform. 
But there are many dangerous hltChlilkeI"S. ,A m~n 
smiles and the motor'i'st s'ays, "The poor fellow, I w'dl 
g'ivehim 'a ride." , He picks hdm up, 'and put~ him in the 

'balck 'seat. After a while he feels 'somethmg between 
h!is shoulders, and the kindiy man Ith'at he' picked up 
says "S'top ,tha't car. Move over." He holds the revolver 
up, ~ets out, ;and gets behind 'the wheel. "Now," he says 
to the o,wner "you get out." The man gets out, 'and the 
hitchhiker'shuts 'the door, 'and drives off With the other 
man"s c'ar. Th'aJt is sin. Give d't a rid~, and it will rob 
you of your eye teeth, not only of 'your car. It, win 
rob you of everything, of l'ife itself. Sin reigns unto 
death, but 'grace .rei'gns al'so. 

I have told you 'a hund'red times Ith'at grace is a syp,
thesis of ali the qualities 'of Deity. AH ,there is of God 

, i-s at war agains't 'sin. The business of salvation requir~d 
Heaven to underlake---1o use a colloquialism~an "all 
out war." If I may so ,say, God and the angel's are mo-

- b:nized 'and on a war footing, 'again'st sin; fo'r in that 
power ~alled gra'ce there is all the power exerci'sed in the 
creation of the whole universe. There ['S no reserve. 
"Even so ('doth) g:vace reign." 

But grace reigns through righteou8'fl,es8. lit d'S' fre
quen'tly debated whether war s'~les anything: I do ,n~'t 
know whether it does or n:ot; It does for a 'bme, but It 
-leaves 'a lot of things un'settle'd. I,t leaves a residue of 
hatred and envy and revenge, and ~ vanquished enemy 
only waiting his day of vengeance. -

Marvel of marvels, there is no conflict between Siflai 
and,' Calvary. Di'd yb'U ever think of ;th'at? A't the poles 
iIi. one sense 'in principle, and! yet in :anoiher ,sense both 
one: Calvary irs the complement of Sin'a'i. Orace has 
found 'a way whereby while 'keeping l1'he law, the law 
bre'aker 'may :be Slaved. Why this 'aftermath of war? 
Because'in war every principle of l'1i,ghteoU'sness at some 
time or another is sacrificed by lbOth sides. Talk about 
fighting with clean h'ands. No war waS ever fought 
wi1lhclean hands. There is a proverbi'alsaying that 
"All is fladr in love an'd wa'r." It i's not true. But here 
irs the MOry' of a Lover, Who goes to war for the deliver-

-ance of His bride, 'and! i.n doing it He sacrifices no prin
ciple of righteousness. Grace reigns through righteous
,ness. I 'Wi-sh I h1ad 'a month to argue, that seeming im
posrs'ibili'ty wit'h you. It is the 'mira'Cle of aH miracles, 
:that the very: law wbicb we violated, and by whose pro
vision' we were sentenced to death-that that very law 
-becomes our saviour, an:d ,the very bulwark of our peace: 
"Through ri'ghteousness unto eternal life." 'The work of 
righteousnes's i's peace; the effect of righteousness, quiet
neS'S 'and a'ssp-rance forever. "Through ri'g.hif;eoU'sness unto 
eternal life." 

Years a'gO I heard a great preacher"who was a'theo
log'ical professor, preaC'h. He preached! from 'lihis...text, 
"VerBy, verily, I say unoo you, He that heaoi'eth my owo,rd, 
ant;lo believeth on !bim th'at 'sent me, hath everlasting life; 
and shall not corrie into con'demnation; but is J)!lssed 
from death unto life." The preacher wa's a 'ball 'man, 
more than SIi~ feet, and Ju'st 'about as thin as 'a 'bean pole. 
He wa'e 'a real professor-not like Professor Whitcombe 
here---the is just human you krrow. But this man had a 
very peculiar faCIal twitch, some form of nervousness, 
and 'hilS shoulde:vs 'flwi,tched' 'toIo. He-, had long fingers', 

~ member of the 00ftII7'~1/GtitnI twltme-.Il to firive him to Lontlott: 

'it seemed to me as long a's my 'hland, I do not. remember 
all the 'sermon, :but I remember this. DwelHng upon 
those words, "Is passed from death unto Hfe," he said, 
"De'a'th! what a word,! . Death I-it 'stretches the great 
arms of its meaning ('he enended, his index finger, and 
leaned over the pulpit) Idown; down, down, do~n 'to the 

, oot'tomle'ss pit." I 'thought ,he wafs never go'ing :to stQP 
going down. "Down, down, down I': I '~o not know. wha't 
the Ibottomle'ss pit means, unless It means that sm re
qUlir~s some sU'ch place fo! its full development, to_ ~o 
down, down, down, forever down. So 'the pr~acher sardo 
Then he came to ,this, "Bu't is passed' from death unto 
life." 'A,gain, he said, "Life! What a word! It stretcl1es 
the great arm of i'ts meaning up, up, up, above the clouds, 
beyond the staT'S to the ogates of pearl. Up, up, up, to 
the very throne df ,God. From 'there," 'said he, "to there, 
grace saves us unto eternal 'lif.e!" . The Professor was 
right: that is how ,grace reigns. 

How would you 'iike to vote for a Premier who could 
do that for you 1- How would you like to vote for 'a gov
'ernment that would create a conddtion in which there 
wouJid be no j'ails, no penitentiaries, no magiSJtrates, no 
ju!dges, no poor.Jhouses, no 'homes for the aged" no hospi
tails, no pain of any sort, no cemeteries, no 'graves, a gov
ernment that wouId do 'away witl). all th'a't? That is the 
gov:ernment I represent. "Even so m'ight grace reign 
through ,ri'ghteoU'sness unto eternal life." There is no 
end '00 it. We shall not need 'old' age pensions up there; 
there wdll not be any old 'age. We shalll aU be young, 
rejuvenated, endued '/With the vitality of God Himself. 
"Because I live," said One, "ye .. shaH l'ive also." , ' 

Who a'ccompli'S'hes aU this? Oan YO)l guess? "Unto 
etern'al life 'by Jes-us Chris-t (fur Lord." What an aggre
,gation of di-s'appio-intments these. politicians are', I do 
not care whether they, are C~·C.F. or ConseTVa'tJives or 
Li,beral's. The 'Liberals have got a new 'leader, 'and I 
declare I 'have 'relaid newspapers a . long 'time, 'but never 
in my 'life diitd I read of ii rna'll who was so prolific in 
promises. Why he i's going to '00 everything. One migh;t
suppose he had access- 'to all the minions of Rockefeller, 
and Melon, and Rothschild, and Ford and-who else is 
rich? But 'anyway, 'all t'he rich .!pen in ithe world,y~u. 
would think 'he had a key to their safety deposit boxes. 
''You eleclJ me a's Premier, 'and I w'iU give you thd:s, that 
and the other." All ibu'llkum! Don''t you :be deceived, by 
i't' ;he will forget all a'bout it as soon as he ge'ts in, if 
h~ ever does. You go down to Queen's Park, 'if he does 
get 'in, 'and; 'he will kick you out. It is bad enough ,now, 
this great !promis'er would be no better. 
~ But, my dear friends, we have a Leader, we have Some
bddy Who is back of all this, and U)Jder all this, and through 
all this, and a'oove all this-"By Jesus Chri-st our Lord,." 
"The law was given by Moses, but grace and: truth came 
hy Jesus Chri'st." The ex'press image of the F~ther':s P~r
san full of grace and truth. What a SaVIOur He IS! 
Wh~t 'a K~ng He is! The King etern,al, immol'lta!l, in
vis$ble; He dweHeth in l'ight JVhich no man can approach 
urrto Whom no man hath seen, nor can see. But we see 
Him'in Christ, all!d some' day we shall 'see Him face to 
face. I wi's'h I CouJod i1Jell you: Brother Kennedy said in 
his prayer that 'if we 'had 'ten thoU'sand: lives to give we -
could ndt 'adequately express our devotion; and ~f I had 
ten thou'Si8.Il'd years in wh'ich to preacl1 I could not emaust 
the fuln.es's and the glory of this great gospel. But I am 
here to tell ,you th'at the God Whom we have offended" 
against Whom we have 'rebelled,. is our .grea'test Friend. 

Some years 'ago When, I got home one ev~ing my wife 
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said, "Dr. SD-'and-So calIed: this afternoon, ll.nd requested 
that you should call him as :soon as you got home." So 
I called him. He was per'haps the most JlOPu,lar preacher 
in Toronto at thatJ time. I s'aid, "Wih'at can I do for 
you 1" He s'aiid, "You remember th!l Sunday I 'spen't ~ith 

· you 'in pld London ~ Do you remember tha't 'service at 
. which you .preached in Spurgeon's Ta;berna!cle when my 
wife and I w~re there 1" I 'said, "'Yes, very well." 
"Well" he s'aid "do you remember the last l.:"-:n we 

'. ' UJ:u&U 
sang tp.at ni,g'hit 1" I 'sa i'd, "I 'couM never forget it." I 
saiid, "We went to 'Can:terbury and elsewhere during' the 

· week, 'and all the week long you were singing that· hymn; 
going alan·g 'the Sidewalk and everyw'here, you were sing
ing that hy.mn." '''I know," he said, "I ren1ember the 
impression- th'at it in·ade 'UlPQn' me, and'I know it was one 
of the great hy.mn·s. I remember the impres'sion rather 
thap the 'hymn, but for itlhe life·of me I cannot ·recall 
just What :hy.mn it was. Will you tell me 1" I said, 
·"Yes. U was 'Come, ye ·sinnevs, poor anld wretched, Weak 
and wounded, sick and sO.re''!' He sai'd, '~T-hat is it."· 
I 's'aid, "W.ait a m'inute. Wha't do you want of that hymn 1 
You dO' not Sling 'hymns liike that to your preaching." 
."How do you know I don't ?" he said. "I Irnow very well 

Lo! the incarnate 'God, 'ascended, 
Pleads the merit of His blood; 

Venture on Him, venture whdily, 
Let no other trust intrude: 

None but Jesus 
Can do helpless sln:ners good . 

·8ihl~ School L~ssoiI Olltlin~ 
Vol. 16 Third Quarter LessoD 2 July 8, 1951 

OLryE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST 
Less!)n Text: Matthew 4:1-11. I. \) 

Golden Text: "And take ,the hehnet of salIVation, and the 
'sword of the Spirit, which is the wUrd of God." 
. ' .. -Eph.6:17 

Parallel Passages: Mk. 1.:~2, 1-3; Lk. 4:1.-1'3. 
The temptation of Christ followed immed!iately after the 

exalted experience of His baptism ?1J.d anointing. At that 
time the heavens had ibeen op~ned unto Him, but n'Ow He faced 
the wilderness (Compare 1 Kings 18:39; 19:4; Matt. 17:4, 14). 
Such is 'ooman :life; triumph and tears, ·g1l.ory and gloom 
follow one another in quick ,succession. 

The· same· Holy Spirit Who had anointed the Savi'Our for 
His hol'Y task was 'still leading Him. Christ Nved Hi,s entire 

. .life on earth in the power of the Holy Spirit (Lk. 4:14, 18; 
John 3:34). The Holy Spirit; Who dwells in the heart .of 
everY believer, will also gu!ide and empower him (Rom. 8:14, 
26; Eph. '5:1S). . . 

We learp. from the para1JJ.e1· accounts of the Temptation of 
-Christ in Mark and Luke. that Satan had been .tempting 
Him during thE) 'forty d'ays in the Wilderness, and at .the end 
of that period assaulted Him 'along three specific Nnes. Mter
ward, ·the Tempter. departed "for a 'season," 'Or 'as the Greek 
sugge'sts, "until a favouralble oppor.tJu·nity." One never' knows 
how or when :temptation win come, 'so that we must ever be. 
watchful (Matt."26:41; 1 Pet. 5:8, 9). 

... ~ 

· you do. not, because I know very well you do not preach 
that .. Wh'at do. you. wan't wit!). that hymn ?" "Well, 
Shields," 'he said, "I will tell you. I wi'll make a con
fession. This afternoon I caUed on a dyling man; he 
hadn't many days. to live, 'and I 's'at by his bedside dumb. 
I hadn't a 1:h:ing ;tQ. :say to him, but I remembered that 
service, the impres'sion of your sermon, arid of the hymn 
which climaxed it, a'nd..:{ said to him, 'I will call to see 
you tomorrow,and I will briing you a . message, and I 
win I~ring you a hymn.''' He said, "I am"g'ding to take 
him ·that hymn. It' is a good- hym·n for a dying man." 
I said, "Doctor, don't you think you had Ibetter begin sing-· 
ing h~mns that are good ,for dy.ing peo·ple 1 They are all 
around us you know. You never know when you are 
preaching to a dy.ing man." J ,gave him ·the hymn, .and 
I suppo'se he took it, and read it Ito :that dYing man. , 

Well, I think we will 'clo'se this service by singing that 
hymn: 

It was when our Lord was hungry that Satan made. his 
attack, and it was when Eve was alone ·and. unprotected " 
that he spoke to her. The enemy of our 'souls :is crafty, sly 
a,nd wise, bilt not ·all-wise; he is powerful, but not all-power-
ful. He ,is our foe~ ibu·the is .8 defeated foe because of the 
victory of Christ over 'him on our beha!lf (1 John 4:4). Come, ye sinners, poor 'and wretched, 

Weak 'and wounded, sick and sore; 
Jesus ready s·tands to save you, 
. Fun of pity joined with power: 

He is able, . 
He is willing; doubt no m'Ore. 

Come, ye needy, come and welcome" 
God's free bouDU' gl'Ori,fy; 

True 'belief. and true repentance, 
Every grace that brings you nigh, 

Wd:t!hout money 
Come to J~us Christ and ,buy. 

Come~ ye weary, heavy i'aden, 
• Bruised and tbroken by the fall; 
}of you tarry'tiH you'l"e better, 

You will never come 'at ·all: 
Not the righteous-:-' . 

Sinners Jesus" came to call. 

Let not conscience make you Unger, 
lIl'or Of fitness, fondly dream; 

.Ml ,th~ fitness He requireth 
Is to feel your need of Him; 

This He gives you; 
'Tis the Spirit's rising. beam. 

.~ 

. Our 'Saviour 'was tempted in. all points .}ike as we are, 
yet without sin (,Heb. 4:1'5-), hence He !is' an understanding, 
sympathetic and powerful Saviour (Heb. 2:18). He couldDe 
tempted, but He could not sin, since He was God. He was 
like 'an impregnable rock which can be assaulted! and yet it 
cannot be overtlirown. Had Christ yielded to sm, it wliuId 
not have proved that He was man, but it.would have proved 
that He was not God. Nevertheless, His .sympathy with man 
is all the greater, 'since tlO man was ever tempted to the 
degree that our Lord wa:s tempted. We yield when' the 
temptation is comparatively l!ight, ·since -there is that within 
.us which responds to evil suggestions from w~thout. Our 
Saviour.. on the other hand, was tempted to the greatest 
extent, 'since 'S'atan used his utmost power to entice the Lord 
away from the path of obedience to His Father's will. Hav
ing suffered, being tempted, He is able ·to sUCCO'Ilr all who 
are tempted. What a comfort and solace to us, that He did 
not yield! His victory ·may be ours, if We ibut ,put ourselves 
in His hands. ' 
. Christ was tempted in three ways. Satan attempted to 

.persuade Him to 'use His Divine power to satisfy His own 
natu·ral cravings, and to build His Kingdom on bread (John 

. '" 6:11-15, 26, 27). Next, he sought to' have Christ use f;he 
Divine promi'ses to win the plaudits of the crowd, and to· 
buHd His Kingdom on show. Finally, he tempted Christ to 
obtain at once, without sacrifice, the possession of the king
doms 'Of this world. "Satan still uses this three-fold appeal 
·to the -lust of the flesh, the aust of the eyes and the vain
glory of life (Gen. 3:6; 1 John 2:16). '. . 

In the first temptation the Adv.ersary 'added an "if" '00, 

" 
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God's word (.M'att. 3:17)" casting doubt upon its truth (Gen. 
3:1.J5), 'as.he does to-day. In the lIecond temptation he mis
quoted God's word, omitting the condition upon which the 
promise was baJSed, for it reads "He shall give his angels 
charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways" (Psa. 91:11). 
Only so 110ng 81S we are obedient to the Lord may -we claim 
His promise of protection and guidance; He blesses faith, but 
not presumption. In the ;third temptation 'Satan misapplied 
God's word ,in an effort to entice iIlhe Saviour to fuIfil the 
wora, 'b~t not in God's way or God's time (Psa. 2:8; Rev. 
11:15). IBatan had high authority before he fell, and after
wards he was called "the prince of this world" (John 12:31; 
Eph. ~:2). The usurper was defeated at ,Oa.lvary, and, he 
wiU finally be driven out (Rev. 20:1-3, 10). Because the 

. death of Ohrist on the cross would 'SpeU his doom, Satan did 
everything in his power to keep the Saviour from reaching 
the cross and 'gaining the victory. By his inspiration the 
Modernists hate the cross and will not accept the vicarious, 
substitutionary work of our Lord. ' . 

In all three instances our Saviour useel ,the sword of the 
Spirit, the word of -God, as His defensive and offensive 
we~pon (Eph. 6:17). When we are tempted, "et us commit 
ourselves to the Lord, tru'st in Christ Who has won the 
victory for IUS, and resist Satan, ~n the power of the Spirit 
and the Word (1 Cor. 10':13; Heb. 2:18; Jas. 4:7; 1 Pet. 
5:'8; 9). , 

T'he :angels d~light to minister to the children Of, God, 
-just as they ministered to ,the Son of God after' Hi'S templia .. 
tion in the wilderness and after His temptatiolJ. in the garden 
of Geth'Semane (Matt. 26:'53; Lk. 22:43; Heb. 1:14). Sweet 
is the comfort which He win give us· after the period of 
pain, testing and trial (Paa. 22:24;4:2:8). ' 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
July 2-The Source of Temptation _ .. ___ .... _ ...... _ ...... _ .... J'as. 1. 
July ~The, "!far of Escap~ in Tempta.tion _ .. 1 Cor. 10':1 .. 13. 
July 4---!Submltting to God In Temptation _ ..... _ .. _ Jas. 4:1-10. 
July '5-Resisting the DeVi'l in Temptation _ ..... 1 Pet. 5 :1-10. 
July 6-0ur Helper ~n Temptation _. __ . ___ .... _ ..... _ .. _, Heb. 2. 
July 7-The Threne 'of Grace in Temptation __ .. _ ... __ .... Jleb. 4. 
JUly 'S-The Doom of the Tempter _._ .. __ ._ •. _ ......... _ .... _ ..... Rev. 20. 

.sUGGESTED HYMNS 
Yield not ·to te.mptation. Encamped along the biBs, of 

light. Jesus'is cal'lingl forth to ,the fray. 'Firmly stand for· 
God. Christian, dom thou see them? Christian waIk carefully. 

FROM TWO SISTERS CONVERTED FROM 
ROMANISM BUT THREE OR FOUR 

YEARS AGO 
. Dr. T. T. Shields 

THE GosPEL WITNESS 
Toronto, Onto 
Dear Sir: 

Montreal, Que. 
June 12th, 1951 

My sister and I feel we must tell you again how much 
we value THE GosPEL WITNESS and what it means to us. 

Since reading the paper, we~have.grown to love the Lord" 
Jesus mOJ;"e dearly, and our desire to be better Christians 
has deepened. Truly we are being well taugM, and we 
/;'hank our gracious Flath-er for your ministry. ' ' 

May the Lord continue to ,bless and use you, and fill you 
aU wjth His l~ve and power. 

G~tefully 'and sincerely yours 
. . ............................................... ; ....... . 

REV,. L. D. KENNEDY, OF TE~NESSEE 

JARVIS STRE~T wa's privileged to ~njoy a visit from 
Rev. L. D. Kennedy, B.A., of RIpley, Tenn .. Mr. 

Kennedy is 'a young man, but Ihe is already 'a really able 
preacher. He prea'Ched in JarVis Street last Sunday 
morning, a magnificent sermon. We hope to share his 
sermon with our readers some time in the future. 

To find 'a young man 'so fuN of promise as Brother 
Kennedy, "is to find a great treasure. Mr. Kennedy will 
be ,heard from in days to come. 

LEITER' FROM DR. McINTIRE-
M'ay 12, 1951 

My dear Ohristian Fl'iends:-
"Bonnie Scotland." Truly :this describes the land of 

Scotlaood. I have always wanted to vi&it 'it and the re
ception 'here by ·the bre'thren has l>een mo'St gracious 
,and genuine. , 

I left New YOl"k Tuesd'ay 'afternoon, May 8, on this 
18-'dJay journey to Scotland and EngJoand, with m:eetings 
planooed 'in London, England; Amsterdam, Utrecht, 
Holland; Geneva, SWitzerland; 'Paris, France; and Bel
fast, Ireland,. . I planned to return -00 EdinbuI'lgh for 
th~ early sessions of the General Assembly of the Free 

,Ohurch of Soortland'. _" ' 
'r.he 'Rev. Alexander Macleod, moderator of the 1950 

General· A:ss'em'bly' of the F'ree Church, 'aood the Rev. 
Geol'lge N. M. Collins, model"M;or of the 194>9 Assembly, 
both of whom were official observers from the Free 
Ohureh art :the Second' Plenary Congress. of the-Interna
tional Council of 'Christian· ·Ohu'rches in Geneva last. 
summer, welcomed me to Glasgow. '. Mr. "Collins had 
worked out my itinerary through the various -churches. , 
I was 'taken immediately to the home of Mr. Macleod, 
the F'ree Ohurch Manse, where a d'inner was ·awaiting 
its. We met Mr. and M,rs. Donald M'aeArthur, :he·a 
prominent 'elder of the Free Church. 

It is cold 'here. Winter has .continued, and spring 
is 'at l~ast 'a month late: The large homes do not'. have 

'central ~eating but d'epend \ upon small fireplaces in each 
room, and coal 'is 'rationed 'and expensive. In the guest 
room of Mr. M'acIeOd's ·home I' was siruck bya poem: 

, "" 
My life is ,but a weaving 'between my God 'and me; 

·r may but choose the rolors, He works steadily. 
Fun oft' He weavet'h sorrow and ,r in rfooliSh pride 

Fprget He sees the upper and r >tihe underside. 

One is very consciou's of the restrictions 'and the 
ration'ing wh'ich the-people have borne here wilbh such 
noble spirit. 

A meeting had been al"ranged that, night in the Hope 
Street Church where representatives from other groups 
came 'and, we spoke on ithe testimony of the Internaltional 
Council of Ohr'istian ,Ohurehes, taking. 'as our text the 
theme verse mentioned iil the constitution of the I:C.C.C., 
"'Contending earnestly for the Ta'ith." 'There was a 
gracious ·response. It is customary iIi this land, when 
,an atjdTess is made, for the host to make a public re
spc;mse of 'appreciation. The 'Rev. C. 'PreSho, ·a repre
sentative of the Reformed Presbyteri'an Church, was· 
called upon to make the _~sponse that n'ight. 

The publie press canied 'a Ithree-line caption on 'an 
editorIal of The Mcmtkly Record of the Free Church of 
Scotland. The editor 'had written s'trongly aJgainst the 
visit to the Pope of the Duke and Duchess of Edinburgh . 
and thei'r participation on the Lord's Day in a, polo 
internll!tional match in Rome. Mr. F,inlayson, as ed·itor 

'of the paper, has not hes'itatedto speak out strongly 
on such matters 'and' :ha's l"eCeiyed a good preSIS' in the 
name of the Fr.ee Ohurch. 

'Dbe next morning we were up to catch a 5.50 train. 
A strike had grounded the airline to Stornoway on the 
Isle of Lewis in'the Outer Hebrides. lit was necessary" 
,to go by train and. !boat. Mr. 'Macleod 'accompanied, me 
.and we had a day of delightful Christian fellowship, 
and: we saw the beauties of ·the highland. Ben Nevis, 
the highest mountain in Scot}'and; 'is Gaelic for :'Mount 
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of Heaven." Many of the 'hIlls were ·snow-capped and 
with 'the intervening lakes it reminded one of ·Switzer
land' in the. summer. Of course, Ibhe hma do not h~ve 
trees upon them ibut are covered- with heather. In cer
tain piaces the heRither was being burned for the spring. 
Everywhet:e were. the light yellow primroses. "Scot
land is two-thirds m'Oorland, Englan'd one-eighth, and. 
Wales one-third," so the geography describes ·the British 
I'sles. Ben N evi·s is 4,406 feet. When we reached Mal
J.ai'g on the coast, we went 'On to a lar.ge ferry boat which 
took us to Kyle of 'Lochalsh~ On the leflil was the Isle 
of Skye, on the . right tt:Jhe mainland' 'Of ~Scotland. There 
was not a cloud· in· the sky. The snow-capped peaks 
Qne'iifuer 8>ide de~rly stood out. It:was beauty never 
to be fOl'gorilten. . 

At Kyle of Lochalsh we boarded another bo·at for the 
five-'hour Journey 00 Stornoway. The faster boa:t !had 
heen dis·abled shortly before and- a slower !boat was on, 
which . meanttha~ we al'rived in Storn'Oyvay at 9 p.m.. 
The ·service 'in the Free Church tJhere, the R·ev. Kenneth 
M'ac:&ae, paSto·r, han been called for 7 p.m. The dhurch 
.vas filled 'and the eompany waited 'Over the two ,hours. 
Before nine o'clock some !had to leave. We were taken 
immediately to the church. It was: lig:ht enough in this 
northern clime to take pictures ·at 9 p.m. There we 
gave our te'stimony to the Twentieth :Cen;tury 'Reforma
tion and the iSisues which eonfront the chureh. We met 

· a number of the pastors who !had: come in with their 
people. The people speak 'Gaelic.' 'The' only Bible on 
the 'Pulpit was Gaelic and I 'heard them "sing their be
loved 'Psalm 72, verses 17-19, in Gaelic. Never have I 
he'ard such ·singing. Here on this ·i8>J.and' the refomJed 
faith has main,ta'ined 'its testim'Ony as ·perlhaps in no 
other place on 'the face iof the earth. Respect for the' 
Sabbath Day, maintenance of 'the testimony of the 
'home 'are there in 'all their glory. What the I'sle of 
Lewis .has, the whole Christian world needs to know. 
And the brethren have a witnes's here for the g'lory of 
Ghrist which may strengthen those in other lands .. 

In SWrnoway I" was a·sked 'about Dr. T. T. Shields. 

way the next day. That only illus;trates the smallness 
of our little world, and 'the par-t which the ·airplane 
itself has played in the over~all 'movement of the Inter
nwtional 'Council of Christian Churches. The airplane 
has 'made possible the rapid growth and outreach o~ 
the International Coundl. In fact, without the 'airplane, 
there .would not be the International Council of Christian 
Churches as it exists 'to-day, for alI' the journeys back ~ 
and forth and 'around 'the world 'have been made by the 
various leaders by means of plane. 

In the dlivi'sion tha:t took place In 1900 'a large portion 
of the Free Ghur<;.h went into the union'with the Church 
of Scotland. The minority group. which preserved the 
Free Church and! maintained its 'testimony found iots 
greatest'suPpo'rt in ,the hig:hland country among the 

. conservative Scotch people. . As 'One sees these rolling 
mountains, 'initerspersed w.iltih 'almost innumerable num
bers of locl};s, sees ithe heather eovering the 'hms, 'One 
wonders just ·what the pictu're must 'be like in the f'all, 
when, they tell you, the mountain'S 'are aflame with the 
purple heWther. Surely ,there is no sight like ·it any
where' on the eaNh. These fi·rst ,two days spent in the 
-hilghlands of 'ScoUand ·have given us a view of the very 
'heaTt of the country. 'and made us praise qod, ·who in 
Hi'S grace made such 'a land. 

Yours' in ·Christ, 
'CARL MCINTIRE. 

REPORT 'OF THE DEMPSTER FUND .. 
WE-ltEMI.ND our readers 'again of this Fund. We 

have referred to it each week:for the 'Past few weeks. 
Mr. Dempster is Pastor at Courtland ~nd DelhI, 'and a 
student in course in Toront'O :Sapti'st Seminary. He ha~ 
undergone a 'SlPinal opel"lation which the S1Ur·geons have 
told him will keep him 'six mont'h,s in ihoSIPital. HEl is 
making fine progress, and With his c'h:eerfu'l spirit he i's 
an inspiration to all who eome in contact witJh him. 

We have ~rted the progres's' of the Fund from week 
to week: ; 

Total as of June 19th ., . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $2,374.50 
Tota~ as of June 26th ................. '. $2,621.50 

There some receiived THE GOSPEL WITNESS 'and they ha'd 
followed -the accounts in' that paper 'Of our journey to
gether around the world. It 'i's 'impossible to ·express 
the :far-reaching influence 'Of 'such 'a paper 'and: what -it 
has done for the cause of Christ, giving the'in~ormation Of this amount $100.00 'is from the Courtlan'd Ohurch. 
concerning it'he T·wenti,et;h Centul'Y Refo~ation. Small in numbers, this magnificent offering is most 

Both in 'GI'asgow the nigihJt before and in Stor.noway creditable and practIcally shows 'tlleir great appreciatiop. 
I was 'asked "Do you know what your name means 1" of their P~stor. 4 

For once in' my life, 'my name 'Mclnt'ire was an asset· We are most grateful to all who have contributed to 
in the' -land of the Scotch.· -Mac means "·son of!' 'and the Fund, and we ·ho·pe that 'before long we may report 
lntire in the Gaelic means "joiner" or carpenter. • So, . the FU,Ild ha's gone over the $3,000.00 mark. If you ha:ve 
f. ·am. 'supposed to 'be the son of 'a CRTPenter. Jome).' not 'sent in a contribution, and intend' to d'o so, please 
i's 'a name used for 'a carpenter who does .the more do i,t at once. . 
fini-shedi itype of work. . 

Af·ter the 'service the people Igathered outside and 
.illed the street. We were . almost "mQbbed" with greet-

· ings. 'We went 'to Mr. M;a~Rae"s home where a dinner 
had been prepar~ and at 12.30 we returned to the 
bowt for . the night crossing. At 5.30 we were again in 
Kyle of Lochalsh. By train ~e crossed Scotland to 
Dingwall where we :were met and taken to the city of 

· Tain.· Along the road· we saw some dead sheep; ·the 
winter has been .too severe. . . 

It ha'S taken me 12 hours to fly {Tom N~ York ·to 
Prestwick and 15 hours to go from Glasgow 00 Storno-

NEXT SUNDAY IN JARVIS 

DR. SHIELDS 
11 a.m and 7 p.m. 

STREET 

~. 

The Communion Service will' follow the 
Evening Meeting 

III ANNOUNCEMENT IN SATURDAY 'APIU 

, 


