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"If ri<ghteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain."-Galatians _2:21. 

THE preacher's one duty is to make plain the way of 
life; to teH men how ,to be saved.: to tell men what 

salvation is, in all the length and-'breadth and height and 
depth and fulness o.f it, so far as God has revealed it. 
The preaciher is not pr,i-marily ·a -teacher, . though that is 
involved in his preaching; his first duty is to proclaim 
the gospel of the grace of 'God. Every preacher dught 
to be a specialist, he ought to know one thing-he must 
kn.ow one thing, indeed, if his ministry is to be effective. 
If I were engaging a cook I shouId not examine him as 
to 'his 'knowled.ge of Shakespeare, I should not be par­
ticular a'bout" the grammatical ·construction of his sen­
tences: the one thing I should demand of him would· be 
that he know how to cook. That being his business, I 
could forgive him many things if only he ·could do -that 
one thing well. Wihen a man mounts the engine of a 
train on which I am to t.ravel, I do not care about his­
colour, I shall not be particular about his social connec­
tions, nor care whether··p.e is a 'Scotsman, an Englishman, 
or an Irishman: I want to know whether he underfltands 
the machine -he is to contro"}, whether he knows how to 
drive the engine. If he knows that, he may be excused 
for not being able to discuss many subjects foreign to 
his trade. 

I remember a. doctor's saying. to my father once, 
"Ministers and doctors hav.e many things in common. 
Many doctors owe their success-if they have any-to 
the aottractiveness of their personaHty. Their patients 
say, 'I like Dr. So-and-So, Ihe is such a fine man in the 

_ home.''' In many cases they will not -trouble much about 
his s'kill unlesS! 'the 'illness 'be a critical one. But the one 
thing I desire to know of a doctor is, Is he skilled as a 

" . 

physiciari? I have heard that a certain bishop, on re-
. covering from an illness, was asked, "I understand you 
were troubled with--- (naming a certain disease)?" 
"So the doctor says," the Bishop replied. "I Ihope he is 
right, becauSie it wouId be ·too bad' if I were to get well 
of-the wrong disease!" There are people who get well 
of! the wrong disease!' . They get well of another disease 
than that from which they sup'P,Osed they were suffering. 
The physician's all-important qualification-if 'he will let 
me so speak of his work-is thaot he should know his 
tra:de. . 

So is it with -the preacher. He· is not sent to ·air his 
knowledge, but to tell men how to get to heaven, how to 
be s'aved.. It is aU to the good-.if he has learning. He 
may be able to interest more people if -he 'has some 
measure of power wi,th men; but the main thing is not 
even MW he delivers his mes·sage, but 'that his message 
should be .true, that it be the Word of 'God, so that men 
may know how to ·be saved. Of course the preacher ought 
to know how to· tell i-t. '1 have' he~rd of some men who 
are very learned-so' they say-but they are like the 
sealers of frui,t the ladies put up: they are so tightly 
sealed that nobody can open them! 'The contents are 
presumably all good, but no one can get at it. . It· is the 
preacher's husiness so to speak. that men may hear and 
understand. . 

There used to be a man in Cleveland, I suppose he is 
still· there--Jhe is far 'enou~h away for me to speak of 

"him-a train announcer who has an excellent voice: 
Sometimes that is' a great snare to a man. :In any case. 
this man had a good voice, and the station gave him 
opportunity to show it off; he could -make it ring like 

() 
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" a bell. He was there' to announce the trains - but 
strangers had' not the remotest id€a what 'he said. He 
would shout a,t the top of his voic(~, and occasionally one 

, could catch the name of a city whose name was familiar, 
like New York or Chicago-but it did not sound like 
New, York or Chicago. The man exercised his voice. 
but few people learned from his announcements how to 
get.to their destinations. I had to go' to the man and 
say, "I want to' go. to'. such a place. I have heard YOIl 
announcing the trains. but do not know whether mine 
was announced or not. Will you please tell me from 
what track my train will. leave ?" 

PreaJhing of that sort is not very profitable; and the 
longer I live the moOre d,isposed I am to simplify my 
m'essage and make it. so plain that the boys and girls 
can understand ·it. I shall try to do ,that to-night. I sent 
some sermons to my father when I was about twenty in 
my first pastorate. I was proud of them. I thought 
.i,hey were very good·' I asked for his criticism, and I 
got them back ni·ark€d' all over on every page. My father 
drew a line under word after word, ~nd in ,the- margin 
wrote, "W'hy not so-ann-so?" I found he had substituted 
the, shortest and simplest words, almost invariably words 
of one syllable, for the long 'words which I had found 
in the d.ictioOnary-of Which I knew the'meaning~' but 
which were as ail unknown tongue to many of my hear­
ers. I learned my lesson, that the preacher's language 
should be so simple that no one can fail to understand 
him. I want to-night to ten you how to get 'to heaven, 
how to 'be saved. If you are not 'interested in that, I 

. fear I shall not be able to, entertain 'you. 
My text says that if righteousness. could have come by 

the law, then the death of Christ would' have been in 
vain .. By implication it h'lls us that the death of Christ 
was ahsolutely es'sential to the salvation of ,the soul, that 
if there had been any other way God would have found 
it for us. . 

I. 
To begin, then, in order to be saved, WE MUST MEET 

THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE DIVINE RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
Righiteo'Usness is an 'element.in salvation: We must be 

. righteous or we cannot be' saved. So let me remind you 
that salvation, fundamentally, consists in a right relation­
ship to God. I know there is an element of human rela­
t~oOnship 'in it, for the law has to do with a man's duty 
to his neighbour as well as ,to his duty to ,God; but the 
first and grea,t commandment is that we s:hould love 
God. Our sU'preme necessity therefore is, that we should 
each be brought into-right relationship to God. 
, In much modern preaching little or nothing is said 
abDut the soul's relation to God. Christianity is reduced 
to mere humanitari!lllism~ If a man pays his·debts, is a 
good husband and father, faithful iIi 'his duty as an 
employer or employee, if 'he is a good citizen, if his 
character is outwardly respectable, then why should he 
not' join the churth? . But nothing is said about, the 
upward look, about the relationship Df the human soul 
to God. Yet the teaching of Scripture is that the soul's 
relationship to God is of primary importance. If we need 
to be . saved, it is because. first of all, we are 'lost; and 
our lost condition depends, primarily, not ,upon our rela­
tions'hip to our neighbour, 'but upon our relat~onship to 

. God. Our neighbour may be our creditor, ,but He is the 
'chief Credi,tor to Whom we owe mOst. of all, and Whose 
requirements must "therefore be met: ' 

Therefore I bring you that very' simple statement 
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which a few years ago would .have been commonplace" 
but is now almost new, that it does matter whether you 
and I are properly relaoted to God. I remind you that. God 
is, and ",that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him"; t'ha1t it is imperative that we consider whether 
·we are according God His proper place in our Hves, 
whether ·we worship ·God -:- whether, indeed, we have 
come into harmony with His law, and whether: the right­
eousness of His holy law is fulfilled in us. 

I do not ask, for my present purpoSe, what your rela­
tionship to your fellows· may be, however excellent it is, 
however, exemplary your charaoter, or stainless, your 
record, or unblemished your reputation among men: the 
main thing, the first thing, is, How do you stand with 
God? . Is there before you ·an open path to Heaven? Is 
the fear of God before your eyes?' Is there' any re­
sponse in your ·heart, to 'God,? Is there any communion 
with God?· Do you know Him at all, or is He a stranger? 
Is t(he Spiri.t of God ·the atmosphere you hreathe? Have 
you any commerce with the Skies?- Or are you sepa­
rated from Him, without any 'conscious feUowship with 
Him, without any recognition of His daiins upon you? 
I say, salvation consists primarily in a right relatioOnship 
to God. 
. So we must Consider that. it means, 10gicaIIy, in-, 
evitably, that we must !lOmehow meet the divine 're­
quirements. If that is the first requirement, 'it is a· -
matter of relatively little importance what men may 
think of us, or what OUT own opinions may 'be. Human 
philosophies 'have no weight here at all. If salvation 
involves a proper relationship to God, then Hi-s standards 
and His requirements must 'be met, whatever they 

. may be. 
I met a friend in Old London once. He was a Tor­

ontonian who had plenty of money. And he was highly 
hidignant when I saw him .. He said, '''I went to a cer­
tain hotel. ·and paid the price of being Ii guest there, 

~ I knew it was a very expensive place to stay, but I was 
'prepared to pay ,th.e pric.e. When I went down to dirine~ 
and was about to pass into 'the dining-room, the head 

" , 
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waiter stood across the door and said, "Excuse me, sir, life'than this. We are shut up to a div.ine'revelation in 
- but you cannot come in here." "But why not?-I am the matter of the soul's salvation. We -must hear from 

a guest of this 'lwtel. I pay my bills." "But you are God, or we know nothing. Therefore 'we must abide by 
not properly dressed, sir." ~'Not properly dressed! I the teaching of the Book. 
am respectably dressed, am I no·t?" "Yes, sir, but it In a .sentence, what are the divine requirements? What , 
is a rule of the house that nobody is admitted to ,the do you mean by the "'righteousness of the law," for 
dining-l'Oom without evening dress." "But, we 00 not eX,ample'f. How good must a man be in order to be 
set up such absurd requirements in my country. One s'aved? Saill of Tarsus said that touching the right-, 
goes into a first-class hotel, ~nd if he can ,pay ,his way, eousness of the law, he had been blameless. In his out­
and is respectably dressed, he is welcome." The !head -ward life he had kept the law perfectly; there was' no 
waiter ISlIDHed and said, "I~am sorry, but ;~haJt is the rule flaw whatever in his record. 'The 'Pharisees, generally, 
!)f this house." "But 'I want to go into the dining-room." lived outwardly righteous lives. I think sometimes they 
"I have -my instructions,-sir, and I cannot allow you to are misunderstood and misrepresented. Not all Pharisees 
enter." "And 'do you mean to say that n,o matter how' were hypocriites. .'Many of them were profoundly sin­
much money I have in my'pocket, I shall not 'be allowed cere, as was' Saul or-Tarsus. He 'believed the law, and 
to go in,to the dining-room,' simply because I have not a he kept the law. He did all he p.ossibly could to make 
dress suit on ?" He was highly indignant, 'and went and himself right with 'God, and he .thought for a while that 
packed' up ibis bag and left the hotel. Perhaps you sym- he ibad succeeded. He said, "lowe' nothin'g.So far as 
pathize with him, but it was the rule of the house, and that standard is concerned, I am blameless." I question, 
all his money could not buy his way in. ' whether there is a man or woman her'.! who can say that, 

If you were summoned to court, you would probably but Saul of Tarsus could. It was perfectly true so far 
enquire how you ought to' dress. ·'But," you say, "surely a,s his outward life was concerned. Our Lord recognized 
,that is an unimporlant matter." No, it is not--:-ask your the external righ!toousness of Pharisaical living and said, 
wife! It is not unimportant! it has its place., I have "Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteous­
had invitations myself-when away from home, and have ness of the scri'bes and ~harisees, ye shall in no case' 
been important!-telling me exactly how to dress. One enter i~to,the Kingdom of Heaven." 'l'he righteousness 
can 'please himself whether he accepts, but if 'he does, he of the Pharisees was inadequate; tne righteousness which 

, must comply with the condi;tions. must obtain' favor wiith God is a righteousness that 
Now the Lord h'a$ the right to lay down the terms of ' exceeds tthlit of the scribes, and Pharisees. 

entrance into His presence, and whether 'you like it or 'To what extent must it exceed it?, Is there any stand­
not, you will have to abide by His clearly specified terms. ard by which we may measure a man as to what God 
It is of no use to plead the customs of your country, it requires of him? Yes, there is 'one, As our. Lord 
is of no use for us Ito set up earthly standards by which emerged from the waters of baptism a Voice from heaven 
to judge the things of heaven: when we come there,'we said, '''This is my ,beloved Son, in w'hom I am wen, 
come into 'the pres,ence of 'God; and if we are to come pleased." There is a pattern Man, there is One Man 
to Him it must be on His terms; otherwise we shall not Who succeeded in pleasing God. I shall not argue with 
be. pe:t'mitted to come at all. He is the Lo~d of the house, the man who says rhe is just as good as a church member. 
and no church council can change the terms. I lwpe you are--and I 'hope you are better than 'most 

You s'ay, "I win not' go to hear that man preach again. of us. But that is not the question at issue. The prin­
I would not belong to a c~urch Uke that." Weare ,sorry ciple upon which I would insist, with the ,authority of 
if you have so liittle sense as to be angry with a man God-'s Word for my foundation, is that you and I must 
who tells you the truth, ,but the question is not whether' somehow or another equal the abso,lute 1-ighteousness of 
you belong to this or some other church; the question is. Jesus Ch1'ist. N.othing less than that st.andard will ever 
what does, God require? You will have :to find out. And pass muster wi:th, Heaven. You' may bE :better than :the 
when you find out, you wiH have to meet thait requir~- 'best man that ever lived, but you must ,be as good as 
ment or you will not :be allowed to come where He is. Jesus Christ in order to 'be saved. Ije is the Standard. 

How shall we .know?' H!)w shall we know what the He is, Incar~ate Righteou!3ness .. In ~im ~very r~uir~­
terms of admission to Hia presence are? I do not klnow ment of 'God. s ho!y law ~as f~lfllled,. III ~IS relatlo~s~IP 
how we can know unless God tells us. '''My ~inister says to ,God and. Ill. HIS ~e~a:tlOnshlp to HIS nelgrhbour, III Its 
so-an"d ... so"-I do not care what your minister says. Nor letter and III Its ~Plrlt. .In all t~e length and ?rea-dth 
do I want you to pay any attention to what I say uniess and depth and h.elgh~ of ItS meanmg, Jesus Chrl.st ~ept 
it is supported by a, "Thus saith the Lord." In these ~he la~ and fulfIlled It to the utte:most: '<?,od saId, He 
matters ,the opinion of a minister is 'of little consequence. IS My Son. I am well pleased ,wIth HIm. 
But you say, "What do we send our young men to theo- Can ,you measure up to that? You say, "Of course I 
logical colleges for?" Well, really, sometimes I do not cannot." Did you ever 'know a man who 'did attain to it? 
know! We have a theological college of our own so I . Did you ever know a man who c.ould even approximate 
must not say too much! But all such training is vain the perfection of Jesus Christ? You say, "No.", Then 
unless "it' 'be supported by the Word 'of God, 'Someone you never. saw a man in yo~r life who, in his 'own right, 
says, "What if' we have no word from God? What if ,on the ground of his own merit, ever did have or ever 
the Bible 'be not true?" Then we may as well dismiss could have, any standing with God. ' 
this serv,ice. If the Bible is not true, then I have no mes- " 
sage for you. Neither has any .other minister. Every II. 
church is a temple of hypocrisy if it has no Bi'ble. What That being so, I take my next pqint 'to say that not-
right has ~ preacher to gather a congregation 'and talk wi;thstanding, the exactions of the law, its inexorable 
abou!t andther world if he has no Bible?' If this Bible qualities, its high standards, yet MEN WILL PERSIST IN 
be not true, the preacher. knows nothi!lg about any other TRYING TO WORK OUT A RlGHTEOUSNES~ OF THEIR OWN. 
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That is really an extraordinary thing, but it is a fact. that I want. You have nothing of va1ue to Me at all. I 
that men in respect to their relationship to 'God insist love you in spite of-your unworthiness, "and I will save 
u'po"n trying Ito pay their own way; and any k~nd of...., you ,by grace alone; but, your currency is debased, your 

, religion that will offer a man a chance of getting right righteousnes's is as filthy rags." That is one reas.on 
with' God by his own efforts is sure to be a popular' men do not like ,the gospel of grace, ·because it humbles 
religion. , ,human pride. . . 

I caill your attention to ,this' fact that outside. of t"he Another reason is that it exposes hurruun sin, it really 
:realrm of religion, in all other matters," it is common f01' does. W'hen you· come to the revelation of God in Christ, 
men to want to' get something for nothing'. Men hav~ no you see tha:t sin, your sin, my sin, everybody's sin, little 
special objection to the principle of grace. They are sIns, big sins, every kind' of sin, was so obnoxious in the 
~ways 'after something for nothing. There is some sight'of GQd that He had to pass judgment of death upon 
woman here to-'night who will 'be boa!'ting to her' hus- it. It puts you and me in the criminal class, my friends. 
band during the week that she found a grea:t bargain "What, I a criminal!, A' respectable man like I am !". 
downtown; she saved, two, cents---:-and 'paidtwo car fares Yes, you are under the law, and under the condemnation 
to do it! Every store..:keeper ,knows that . human ten- of the law. In the judgment of the law of God you are 
dency, and that is why he marks things up to ninety-nine not fit :to ,live, and the only thing to do with your sin is 
cents, or a dollar ninety,nine, just a,Iittle short of two to send it to hell. You ~ay, "You do not believe in that 
dollars! Every merchant 'knows' that people want some- in our day, do you ?," ,It is in the Book, and I know 
thing for nothing-and.I fear that that human tendency nothing respecting these matters outside the Book 'Pro­
is a terri-ble temptation f~r some of them; I fear their fessor Glover may be very wise .about the future; but I 
arlvertisemen:ts do not always tell the truth. They mark do ,not know anything abouit it apart from God's Word. 
things down to so much'-:--'but :theY,do not tell you that I know that is in the Book, and that.is ·God's j.udgment 
they first marked them up! Tha:t is true of a housewife upon your sin and my Sill, that a holy 'God so hates it 
wrnose income is limited. She wants'to make her income that He has prepared a place called hell. I do not know 
go as far as she can by getting bargains. But she is what hell is-I do' not' want 'to know, and I hope none 
not a bi,t worse than her husband, because most 'business of you may ever know - but it is both a place, and, a 
men do the same thing. If he can get a :thing a little state; and 'grace consigns our sin :to that, and tells' us 
bit below the usual price, he 'is as proud of that five the only possible way of escape from it is through the 
cents as though somebody 'had given him a dollar or cross of the Lord Jesus Christ Who endured in His o~n 
more., Person the equiv~lent of our punishment. ' 

'. Why is it, I wonder, tJhat ip religion, when salV'ation That is one reason people do not like the gospel of 
is! offered without money and without price, as :the free grace: it expOses Itheir sins,. it exposes their utter im­
gift of 'God's boundless grace~why is it 'tha:t men should potence. Gr~ce says, "'There is no,thing you have that is 
be unwHling to accept a bargain? ICan you tell me? of any value to God'. '. There is absolutely nothing, yo,u 
You know that is true, do you not? You know that' is can do that can 'obtain merit before' God. You are so 
the stumbling stone with a greait maRY people. They utterly, hopelessly, everlastingly, bankrupt of everYthing 
'Cannot understand, and will not believe, that salvation which God, esteems, that you cann<>t pay an infini:tesimal 
can be had without money and without pl-ice, that it is fraction of a cent on the dollar. 'Dhere is nothing' you 
llh~ free gift of God's sovereign grace. And yet ·in all have that is of use." That is not complimentary, is it? 
other mll!'tters they' will look for that very thing. The Modernists do not believe :that, but that is in the 

I wonder if we can analyze that, and discover why men Book ; that, in part, is, why grace is so dbnoxious to the 
want to pay their way with God? What is there, about carnal mind. 
this religion of grace that is so obnoxibus, so objection- . But there is another thing I must not forget, and that 
able, to the human m-ind? is that grace in the nature of the case, belongs to a roolm 

One thing iSi that grace ,humbles pride. Grace treats to which we are stmn,gers, and therefore .we cannot 
us as bankrupts. Grace says that with all our learning- understand it.' It would not be diffi-cult even for the 
if we have any; with, all our self-righteousness-if we richest man in the world' 00 give every 'peIlny away-and 
think we possess any; 'with. all our wealth-if we have thEm he woulji not make many men rich. A tramp came 
any; and with all our standing among men, it amounts to the hon 'Duke, the Duke of Wellington, one day and 
to nothing at all with God. . ·asked. him for help. The Duke enquired on wha:t ground 

You cannot offend a man more than ,by admitting that he expected help from him. "Because," said the beggar, 
you never heard of him. When he come~ 'to introduce "I am your ,brother, sir." "Ah," 'said the Duke, putting 
hims'elf :to you, he does not like to be so insignificant 'his hand, in ibis pocket and giving the beggar a penny, 
as to have passed through life without your knowing any-, "go and get all your other 'brothers to give you .as much 
thing about it. If he is a sensible man, and has lived as I have given you, arid you willibe a richer man than 1." 
at Ii distance, he wiU make allowance for that. We are 1 suppose when people go to the :bargain counters they 

, all of us proud. Yes, yo'u are. 'Do not tell me you are like to deceive themselves, but if they have any sense 
not. You are all proud. "No," someone says, "it is not they will kno~ ,that no merchant in the world can give 
pride; it is self~respect!" Yes! Disguise it as you may, things away. When the prodigal was in the far country 
the fact is, you are proud. Human na:ture is proud. It he became 'accustomed, to the ways of the far' country. 
always h~s been. Whatever it has to be proud of, nobody He went 'there a rich man, and spent all he had. '''W'hen , 
:knows! And what you have to be proud 0'£, nohody he had spent alJ"--=-talk about inspiration, you get it in 
knows !. If we 'could see ourselves as we really are; we that parable! Every human life is written there. Inde­
should discover that we have much to he ashamed of pendence! When he had wasted all, when he"had -spent 
and Mthing of which to be proud. Divine revelation aU; when he thad not a penny left, what .happened? "No 
tells us the truth. 'God says to us: "You have nothing ,m~n gave unto him;" Di,d you hear it?' It was the rule 
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of the far country that nobody gave' anything. They 
lived to buy and sell and get gain. The prod,igal lived so 
long in the far country that he had forgotten the'idiom 
of the language of his father's, house. He did not know 
the -language of grace, and could not understand it. When 
he came to his father he said, "Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and before thee. And am no more worthy 
to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired ser­
vants. 'Give me a jo'b, and let me earn my viay. I should 
like to pay for what I receive. Put me out there with 
the servants." But scarcely had he got the words out 
than grace overwhelmed him, and 'the father said, "Bring 
forth the best robe, and pult it on Him." That, js, grace! 

Do you ,know why you and I 'cannot understand gz:ace? 
Because if you had all the wealth of Ford, and Rocke­
feller, and the Vanoorbilts, and the Rothschilds, I!nd all 
the other rich folks-and all the poor folks beside-if 
you Ihad it all, while it would take you a long time to 
counJt it, it' would be possible to exhaust it. 'Mark this 
well: grace argues infinity always; grace is a divine 
quality; it never can' be exhausted. Only God can give, 
and keep on giving, amd still be' as rich in the end as at 
the beginning. So you see it is not until the. Spirit of 
God teaches us,)hat any of us can understand that great 
principle of grace. 

III. 
Now then, my text says ·that THE DEATH QF 'CHRIST 

Is REALLY THE DEATH 01-' ALL SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS AND 
SELF-SUFFICIENCY. "If righteousness come by the law, 
Ghrist is dead in vain.", If you could save yourself, it 
was not necessary· for Ghrist _ to ,die; if there 'be any 
possib'iIity anywhere, under any condit~ons, under any 
circumstances, for a human sinner so to relate himself 
001 the law of Go'd as to pay up his back d'ebts, and meet 
its present requirements, and guarantee his good be­
haviour for'lthe future--if any man can do that of ihim-' 
self, then it was not necessary for Christ to die. Of 
course the implication of it is that nobody can do it, 
and therefore, bless'ed be God, Jesus Christ died. . 
, My friend, when you reject the free gift of God's grace. 

and substitute your own,- righteousness, you are' really 
repudialting the death of Christ, you are declaring that 
the cross of IOhrist is not the wisdom of 'God, nor the 
power of God; you are d'ecIaring that 'you' are going to 
find a way to God yourself; and therefore it was no: 
necessary for Christ to die. Oh, th.~ wi~dom of the 
Cross! Who of us does not know the truth I have been 
discussing, Ithat there is no possibility of s~Ivation by 
human effort'? It is all from above, arid ClJrist did not 
die in vain. 

Then if He did not die in vain, His death was an 
adequate payment of yOW" obligation. If He did not die 
in ,vain, then He died to some purpose; and He died for 
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the very purpose He camE: to die for: "The Lord hath 
made to meet upon him the iniquity of us all." Are you 
not glad He died? Are you not glad it is triIe that "he 
was wounded for, our transgressions, he was, bruised 
for our iniquities:' th-e chastisement of our peace was .. 
upon him; and with his striPes we are healed"? Shall' 
we cease from our' own efforts then, acknowledge our / 
bankruptcy, and say again to-nigtht, '''Nothing:' - not 
little, but- • 

"Nothing in my hand I bring; 
Simply to Thy cross I cling; 

NIl'ked, come to Thee ,for dress; 
Helpless, ,look to Thee for grace; 

Foul, I to the fountain fly; 
Wash me, SaYiour, or I die." 

I wanted to leave you wiithout excuse for the judgment 
day, I wanted once again to make the way of life so 
simple' that I could. stand 'before God at last and say,' 
"I told them that salvation was Thy free gift." 

A little girl whom I baptized a while ago came to see 
me. I" said, "How were you saved?" She told me that 
she went to a meeting v:here a man was talking to a 

, group of boys and girls. telling them what to do to be 
saved. He put his hand in his pocket and tOok out a 
twenity-five cent pi~e and sa:id, "I w'Hl give any boy 01" 
girl this quarter who wiII come up and take it.", They 
looked at each other for a while, not knowing what to do. 
At last a little fellow went up, and the man put the 
,quarter into his hand; then said to the rest of 'them, 
"Anyone of you could have had it if you would have come 
up for ii. Now just as that boy believed what I said, 
and ~me up and took the quarter from me, so you can 
have salvation fro'm God." This little, -girl said. "And 
I took it." ("Praise the Lord !") , 

That is salvation. God does it. It is the free gift of· 
His sovere'ign grace. How many ,of you will receive it 
to-night? 

LAST SUNDA¥' IN JARVIS STREET 
In the absence of the Pastor in Kentucky, Dr. Robert 

McCaul of Brooklyn Baptist Tabernacle occupied the 
pulpit morning and evenin.g., As.a sample of the good· 
things 'the Congregation of Jarvi's Street enjoyed, we 
share iIi th'is issue with our readers the evening sermon. 
·Dr. McCaul is always a welcome visItor, if indeed he 
'may be called a visitor 8ince he has become a member 
of the Seminary faculty. •. 

T'he ·following message was read from Dr. Shields :who 
is conducting an' Annual Bible Institute in the church at 
Mar'ion, Kentucky: . 

LOVE TO THE CHURCH AND SCHOOL. HAVING 
A GOOD'TIME. GREATLY ENJOYING MY VISIT. 
HAVING F'INE FElJLOWSHIP WITH ALL THE 
FRIENDS. QUITE A NUMBER OF PREACHERS. 
HAVE BEEN PRESENT AT AiL'L SERVICES. SOME 
ARRiIVEP LAST NlGHT HAVING DRJ!VEN FOUR 
HUNDRED MiILES TO GET TO THE SERVICES. 
HAVE THREE SERvrCES TO-DAY (Sunday) AND 
THREE ,SERVICES EVERY DAY TILL WEDNES­
DAY NIGHT. THURSDAY GO TO MORTONS GAP 
FIFTY-FIVE MILES AWAY. GO OUT IN THE 
MORNING AND ,BACK IN THE EVENING M<\KiNG 

,THE . MEETINGS ACCESSIBLE TO OTHER. 
PREACHERS. '.rnIIRTY-FOUR SERVICES IN AllL. 
WILL BE LEA.VING FOR HOME AT NOON 
FRl'DAY AND HOME SATURDAY. MORNING. 

T. T. SmELDS 
We,rejoice in the good times the Pastor is having and 

100'k ,forward to his return in time fQr the services of 
next Sunday.-W.S.W. 
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Bible School Lesson. Outline 
Vol. 16 Second Quarter Lesson 6 M!1y 6; 1951 

, --------------------------~-------------------• OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (~or.) 

GOD MEETS JACOB AT BETHEL 
Lesson Text: Genesis 28:10-'22. 
Golden Text: "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye 

shall see . heaven 'open, and the angels of God ascending 
and descending upon the 'Son of man."-John 1:5'1. 

"I. The Vision: verses 1()L15. 
Jacob, whose name means "Supplanter," by cleverness had 

deprived his elder brother Esau of 'his birthright (Gen. 
. 25:29-'34), and 'by deceit had storen from him the parent!ll 

blessing (Gen. 27:36). Such was the enmity aroused against 
him that Jacob was compelled to leave ·home. until his 
brother's wrath should, cool down (Gen. '27:4'1-4'5). Rebekah 
had invented an excuse for the journey, ,lest Isaac should 
learn the true ·state of affairs (Gen. 27:46). The father sent 
his ·son fro~ home with a blessing and 'benediction which 
must "have been 'a source of comfort to Jacdb during his 
years of' wandeling. Happy the young man who "has the 
memory' of a godly home and p'ious parents when. he leaves 
home. . 

The Lord ~'bu'lldantly answered Isaac's prayer for btessing 
upon hIs well-'beloved son. He chose the night when Jacob 
~'lighted upon a certain place" to ,reveal Himself to the 
traveller, although He had been with Jacob all the way 
(Gen. 3.'J:3; P·sa. 139:1-1'2). . . 

Jacob, who loved hIs 'home, found ,himself a homeles·s 
wanderer (Gen. 217:27). Fearful, perplexed, distressed, un­
protected and lonely, he called upon the Lord (Gen. 35:3; 
Psa. 3'4:6; 77:1). His discomf9rt and dis'tress increased 
when night 'came and he was without shelter. People may 
be brave about le~ving home as long as daylight lasts, but 
at night it is a different matter. When all is 'gay and bright, 
some people imagine that they' cltn do without God, but in 
the night of sorrow their hearts are turned toward Him. . 

In the vision Jacob saw a ladder set up and reaching from 
earth to heaven, a picture of the ,blessed connection which 
has been established· between men on earth and God in 
heaven. The fotmdation of ' this union is the atoning work of 
Christ which WalS wrought for us on earth. ChrIst is the 
Way to the F·ather's throne (John 14:6; Heb. 10:19,20). 

The angels of God ascending and descending on the ladder 
symbolize the communication between earth and heaven, 
whic"h is possible because of ,Christ the Mediator and Inter­
cessor (John 1:511; r Tim. '2:'5; Heb. 7:25; 1 John 2:1)·. The 
angel,s ·are represented as those who minis'ter to the heirs of 
salvation. (Psa. 91:11; Lk. 15:10; Heb. 1.:14): 

A,bove the ladder stood God Himself, the same God Who 
had ;blessed Abraham and Isaac. How comforting for Jaco:b 
to ,be reminded of the truth that-he was not alone! Although 
he was a wayfarer at the time, the land wa·s promised to 
him and to his' seed as a possession. .... 

The promises made to Jacob"s grandfather and to his father 
were repeated to him personally. It is an 'Ilnspeaka'ble bless­
ing to have god,ly parents, but no one can beHeve in Christ 
for another; each must hear and receive.the promises of God 
for himself (Rom. lOi:9, 10; 2 Tim. 1:5). God covenanted 
to remain with Jacob, to keep him ;ind to' restore ~im to 
his own land (Exod. 33:14, 1'5; Psa. 121:5,8; Matt. 28:'20; 
Heb. 13:5). 

II. The Vow: verses 16-'22. 
When morning came, Jacob realized that he had been in 

the presence of God. He had not expected to be found of 
the Lord (Paa. 139:7-12). It is ,better for U"S .to Ibe near 
the Lord and know it no't, than to suppose that He is with 
us when- 'He 'is not (Judg. 1'6:20; Lk. 2:44, 45; 24:1'5, 16), 
but ~t is best to have Him near and to be conscious of'fellow-

. ship with Him (Psa. 91:1). . 
The city of Luz ("Hazel-tree") became ·to -Jacob Bethel 

("The House of God"). Althoug'h he had 'been driven from 
his father's home, 'he experienced to some extent the blessed-
ness of the HoU"se of God. . 

JacO'b's s'tone-pillow ·became a pillar to mark the spot where 
God had met him (Josh. 4:1-9). That which had ·been the 
token of his hard homeless ·state was to be a .memorial of 
rich blessing. He sanctified it with oil (Lev. 8':1()Ll'2), and 
by that action he set it apart a's holy, and distinct from all 
other stones. Be'thel was thereafter a ,sacred city, the place 
of feHowship with God (Gen. 1'2:8; 13:3; 31:11-1'3; 35:15). 
Places, Ibuildings and the very ground, when il.ssoc~a·ted with 
the memory of dealings with God, seent sacred to us (2 Kings 
5:17; lsa. 64:11). 

Jacob had. made a vow ,to serve God, to perpetuate the 
memorial at Beth,el, and to. 'give the Lord a tenth of all his 
income. This is not·,the first mention of the tithe in Scrip­
ture, 1lhe minimum portion which belonged to the Lord, and 
which was" required of the IsraeHtes under the Law (Gen. 
1'4:20; Lev. 27:'30), Over and a'bove this amount they were 
to present free-will offerings; that is to s'ay, they did not 
really begin to give until they .had presented. more than .., 
the ·tenth (Mal. 3:8, W). Under grace we should Ibe more 
li'bera1. The principles of Christian giving are found in 
·such passages in the New Testament as 1 Cor. 16:2; 
2 -Cor. 9:7. . 

Jaco'b's heart was not yet perfect before the Lord; not 
yet '\wa's he free from the bar-gaining disposition of his 
younger days (Gen. 25:31). He made his vow only on con­
dition that the Lord would vouchsafe to him protection, 
guidance, food and clothing. God had Itl!ready ·promi'sed. to 
be with "him and to bring him back safely to the land. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
April 30-Abraham -Builded an Altar at Bethel -,Gen. 1'2:1-9. 
May I-School' of the Prophets at Bethel 

'. '2 Kings 2:1-3; 17:24-28. 
May '2-Tabernacle at Bethel Called House of God 

Judg. 20:1-18. 
May· 3-ldolatry Instituted at Bethel ...... -1 Kings 12:25-38. 
May 4-Prop"hecy Against Idolatry at Bethel 

- . 1 Kings 13 :1-32. 
May '5~osiah's Reformation at Bethel ... _. 2 Kings 23:1-15. 
May 6-Jacdb Returns to Bethel ..... _ .... _ .... , ..... _ ..... Gen. 35:1-7: 

SUGGESTED HYMNS 
Nearer my Uod ,to Thee. 'My faith looks. up to Thee. 

o God of Bethel! Jesus, keep me near the cross·. Nearer 
the cross my heart can say. 0 Jesus, I have promised! 

SKIMMED THEOLOGY 
• Weare not going to enrich our action by "the impov­
erishment of our thought. A skimmed theOlogy will not 
produce a more intimate philanthropy. We are not go­
ing to 'become more ard'ent lovers of men !by the cooling 
'of our klve for God. You cannot drop the big themes 

. and create grea~ saints. 
-1. 'H. JOWETT 

.r 

THE CALVINIST 
"The Calvinist is the man who sees God behind all 

phenomena, and in all that occurs recognizes the. hand of 
God, working out His will; who makes the attitude of 
the soul to God in prayer the permanent attitude in all 
its life . activities ; and who casts himself on the grace 

• of 'God alone, excluding' every trace of dependence on 
self from the whole work of his salvation." . 

-DR. B. B. WARFIELD 

Oh, let me know 
The power of Thy resurrection! 

Oh ... lelt me show 
Thy risen Ufe in clear reflecti-on! _ 

Oh, let me soar 
Where Thou, my S'aviour Christ, art gone before! 

In mind and heart . 
Let me dwell aI-ways, only, where 'I'hou art. 

-F. R. HAVERGAL. 
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WHY WAS JUDAS· CALLED? 
. A Sermon by Dr. Robert McCaul 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist CnurClh, Toron1to, Sunday Evening, April 22nd, 1951 
(Electrically Recorded) 

"I speak not of you 'aU: 1 know whom 1 have 'chosen: ,but tha't the scripture 
may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread wi'fu me hath lifted up Ibis heel against me. 

-John 13:18. 

WE WERE looking this morning at one of the most 
puzzling characters in the Old Testament, in the 

person of Balaam, a man of complex nature, difficult to 
classify. Thill . evening in the New Testament we "come 
upon a much more mysterioHs character in the person 
of Judas Iscariot. . The mystery deepens a:boult him as 
we ask the question, How is' it that we find such a per~ 
son as Judas in the apostolic college?' I suppose there 
is scarcely a thoughtful Christian who has not at some 
time or another, and probably very· frequently., asked the 
question, How did it come to be that such an one as 
Judas should have been called to be one. ot the apostles', 
and after being called, how was, it that the Master saw 
fit to keep him as one of His apostles right up until the 
very end,? ,He has been spoken of as the perpetual riddle 
of the 'Christian church. In a sense, he pu!ts 11 heavy 
incubus upon those who would make an apologetic for 
Christianity .. 

We would not be so sluprised' if we found a character, 
resembling Judas in' the secUlar, realm, where men - set 
up organizations, and are obliged' to invite people in as 
their associates and helpers. Oftentimes the wisest of 
men ma.ke mistakes in their choice. Human nature is 
such an unpredictable quantity, and human sagacity so 
limited, we are not surprised to find some disloyalty, 
some traitorous .activity upon the part of those who are 
associated together. It has been oliserved 'that when the 
Roman Empire assumed great proportions it became too 
vast for anyone individual to be the Emperor, but usu~ 
ally when lie invited 80me~ody else in. to be his asso­
ciate, that party ,burned .traitor, and the ,Empire was 
split. We know that over and over' again there have 
been traitors in the political realm from the days of 
Alcibiad.es to the men of Vichy. In the Old Testament 
we find an individual like Ahilthophel, "'who turns traitor 
toward David, and David's own son AbsalDm betraying 
his father. When you look upon all of these cases, it is 
in a sense only what you expect, because, 'human nature 
being what it is, a certain ,amount of that will be found 
in all secular realms. It cannot be prevented because 
nobody can, see always how a pers~n is going to turn 
out. lit is more Qr less prevalent in the world. 

How Could Judas Be "One of the Twelve"?' 
But it seems it should be different when you COJIle into 

the New Testament, especially, in the bosom of the 
Christian ~hurch, and more particularly in the apostolic 
circle. Weare shocked to find that there should be 
such an one as Judas making up any p~rt of its mem­
bership. You cannot here aC~Ulit for it ·as' you would 
in secular realms, for here there is no limitation of 
J'e!'lus' knowledge concerning' what human nature is, or 
what it 'is likely to become.. There is only one case in 
the Scripture where Jesus confesses any limitation of 

,knQwler;1.ge, and ~hA-t j8 in reference' to His own second 

coming. Bu't it is the only case. He did riot hint at any 
such limitation in the matter of choos,ing His disciple's. 
Wp.en He performed' His first miracles in Jerusalem, 
there were a number of people, and the jmplication is 
that they were probably influential, as they likely would 
be in the capital city, who were ready to be His disciples, 
because they saw the miracles that He d-id,. But we read 
that Jesus did, not commit Himself, to that class, did not 
select His disciples out of that group, because the record 
says, He knew all men, and knew what was in man, and 
He knew very well that a person who became His disciple 
merely because they found in Him a great miracle-. 
worker, would, be a disciple secured upon a wrong basis. 
You find Him, with great discrimination, leaving the 
capital city of Jerusalem, going up to the Sea of Galilee; 
and choosing eleven of His apostles, in that more simple 
environment, where He (."()uld gather about Him a com- " 
pany of men whom He knew would, love Him. Jesus seems 
to have been very particular about the qualifications that 
were to be found in His.future assisltants in the apostolic 
council, "and chose them with great care and! discrimina­
tion. If we were to· set aside the idea of omniscience 
altogether, the fact that Christ's knowledge was com­
plete, we should' remember that before He chose those _ 
twelve apostlel;l He,spent all night in prayer; as if sifting 

, everything that had -to do with it, and reaching His con­
cliIsion under the guidance of God's wisdom. And yet, 
notwithstanding that fact, we find that He chose Judas 
as one of the apostles. . 

We 'have to dismiss ther; thE!' idea of any limitation of 
knowledge, and. we have to come to the conclusion tha't . 
Jesus was not deceived., that He did nQt find somebody 
turning out differently from what He expected when He 

. gave him Hi!,! invitation .. The 'question is th~refore a 
challenging one, How is it that under- these conditions 
Jesus selected such an one as Judas? 

Erroneous Attempts to.Account for the Call of Judas 
A great many theories have been advanced in reference' 

to it. Some would make Judas even darker perhaps Ithan 
he actually was, if that is possible, and say that he was 
a depraved sO,til from the very beginning; who when he 
saw' a good movement was so antagonistic to it that he 
deliberately sought to worm himSelf in with 'the avowed 
purpose 'of bringing it to ruin. Others have said' that 
he was probablY a tru~ Jewish patriot. People were 
disturbed a'bout the activities of Jesus; there was strife 
and 'tension through the nation, and people felt' that 
things would settle down again if only this Galilean, who 
was such a stormy influence, could be removed from the 
scene. The nation· was threatened with division; they 
were giving an open invitation by their' strife for Rome 
to come and. take possession of their nation, and perhaps 
Judas was a Itrue Jewish patriot, and reasoned that if 
t;hey could get rid of such an One it w~uld be' an ac~ 'of 

" 

" 
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real.service to his nation, and result in the preservation 
of the peace. Reasoning as Caiaphas d~d afterwards, 
that it was expedient that one man should' die, ,r,ather 
'than that the whole nation should perish. There are al­
ways plenty of people who are ready to settle s-ome great 
question on the basis of eliminating the only one ,that 
should not be eliminated, and settling upon the basiS' of 
comp,romise. 

\ - , 

Was Judas Just a W~ll.Intentioned Impatient Meddler? 

The most generally advanced explanation that has been 
attempted in .order to shield the character of Judas, and 
take some of the darkness' out of the pictulje, is the one 
with whicli you are mdre or less familiar. There is, an 
attempt'made upon the part of some fairly worthy inter­
preters to the effect tliat Judas was not the bad man 
that he, seems to be on first reading the IScriptures, tha:t 
if you read more, carefully" and .look more deeply, 'You ' 
may discover that Judas' motive was not su'ch a wiClked. 
one ~s you might at firSt think. They reason after this 
fas,hion, that Juda& had been selected undou'btedly on 
the same 'basis as others. The Master saw in them 
Some fitness for service. He did' not choose a: lot of 
nob~dies; but people· of talen't and ability, not perhaps 
that they llad so much of it at the time of His choice, 
but He saw something in them to -become. He realized 
that here was a group of men who, if they would respond 
to the light that"He would give them, would develop into 
Peter of Pentecost, and into John of !the far vis'ion. We, 
can assume on this basis that He must have seen in Judas, 
a certain fitness" a certain ability, certain qualifications,' 
that would, other things being equal, make him a useful 
servant in the apostolic council. The fact th~t he was 
made treasurer is a ,hint that he had a genius for practi­
cal administration, good in managing at least the secu-

~ lar, affairs of the group, wbich are oftentimes very 
important, as spiritual interests, may hinge upon them. 
Judas ,was a man of that kind, very helpful. Doubtless 

o he went out with ithe. other apostles. We cannot but 
wonder wh-o his other associate was as they' went out 
two by ·two -and preached the gospel. They had. success'. 

"They came back to Jesus and told Him about the won­
derful power that had worked through them,' the bless­
ings they had received" and how the devils were subject 
to them. Was Jesus even then 'apprehensiv)) for Judas 
when He· warned: "In this rejoice not that the spirits 
are subject unto you ,but rather rejoice because your 
names, are written iriheaven." As much, as tb say, 
"QualifIcations for service you may be thankful for; 
to be greatly used is a won.derful t~ing, to have 'great 
powers working,. through you~but be certain that you ' 
are right in your relationship to God, and that ,your 
qualifications are mixed with 'consecrfltion and genuine 
love." How many an evangelist, in the very process of 
saving souls, and being greatly used of God, has found 

, the peril coming 'upon him in. the impoverishment Of Hia 
own soul, and, sometimes being set aside as a chosen 
vessel 'of ;God. But' Judas 'was undoubtedly helpful. 
Think of' f;h,i's man, the devil's being ,subject to .him at 
one s.tage; and later becoming the re'sidence of the devil 
himself! While he was engaged in the" service of the 
Master,'so this' argument 'goes, Judas began to feel as 
Peter did ,sometimes, ·thathe was wiser than the' Master, 
and attempted' to advise Jesus and' correct:Him on' cer· 
tain matters. Judas might have' said to' himself,' "Now 
~ am.as,sociated with ~en deeply spiritual, buit not too 

,practical, and this movem~nt is progressing slowly, and 
I should like to see it speeded up." You know the type 
o~ mirid that is never content unless ,the marvellous is 
hapPening, and, unless you can reach your goal im­
mediately. They can hardly be content to be in a liottle 
meeting. They want a great throng and have miracu­
lous things happening: Remember that Judas would 
share the opinion held 'by all the apos.tJes at first. While 
they were drawn to Ohrist by love, there were mingled 
with that affection gross conceptions of what the king­
dom was to be. They could not shaKe off' the old Jewish 
misconception that when the Messia'h came He was 
going to set 'up some kind of an ex,ternal kingdom, very 
imposing, in which the Jewish people would be at the 
centre,' Jerusalem 'would· be the capital city, and those 
assoj!iated with the Messiah would be the greatest people 
on earth: That was not what the Old Testament prophets 
taught, but that is what the general opinion of 'the day 
was and Jesus had always to contend with it. It is a 
conception that pJague,d the ministry of Jesus, and has 
plagued the Christian church all down through the cen­
turies. It is a difficult thing to shake' off, this idea­
of worldly pomp and~positioh, and 'splendour. It appeals 
to the carnal mind. All the di~ciples began with tha.t 
misconception in a measure, and iOIi.e of the tasks of 
Jesus was to keep remindin'g them, "No, not. this kind 
of a kingdom, but an inner kingdom; the sway of God 
in the' heart, the rule of God in the spiritual life. Not 
the old wrong, Jewish conception, but the conception of, a 
purely spiritual 'kingdom." But they learned' it slowly, 
a.n.d they didn't compJetely lea,rn jt until Pentec?st. 
, But Judas probably had this more deeply dyed into his 
soul than any of the, rest of the apos,tles, and at this 
time he was looking for this visible kingdom. The argu­
ment ,goes that when he didn't see it realized he became 
impatient. That is riot to be wOndered at. Even John 
the' Baptist, of whom the Scripture °says, "Among them 
that are. born, of wpmen there hath not risen a greater 
than John the :Baptist," nevertheless got a prison mood, 
and became impatient;' began to wonder why Christ did 
not make SOlDe' external demonstra.ti-on of His power. 
He sent out'a question as to whether He was really the 
Messiah or not. It was perplexing to be in the prison 
and feel that Herod' instead of Christ was to rule, if 
Jesus really had the power.to dethrone Herod. So it is 
not to be wondered at if Judas, reasoning like John the 

'Baptist, would' ·say,: "Why doesn.'t He speed it 'Up; why 
doesn't He realize this 'kingdom that we heard about 
when we joined His company?" So the argument goes 
that, with perfectly good intention, although niistakenly, 
he moved: to do, something that would bring on the 
collision between Jesus and the Pharisees. He saw it 
was' coming; he knew that either Jesus or those leaders 
would sway the future, and believed' that when the 
s.truggle came to an issue Jesus would aemonstrate' His 
Messiahship. ,So Judas, the argument goes, contacts the 
enemy, and apeeds up this quarrel between Jesus"and the 
Pharisees, in the sure conviction that when it comes 01; 

Jesus will ,be quite equal to it, that they will not be ahle 
to master Him; they will not put Him to death. When 
the right moment co(lles He will display His power, He 
will call upon those twelve legions of al\gels, and He will 
put His enemies to rout. Judas ,mus-t have known that 
when'Jesus preached His first sermon iii Nazareth there 
was a movement against Him.' They took hold of Him 
physically and brought ~im to the brow of a hill. T'hey' 
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were going ,tQ throw Him over to His, death, but He, 
p~s'sing throl;lgh the midst of them, went His way. Many 
a time .He extricated Himself from His enemies. The 
argument goes that Judas believed that this was what 
He would do again, and so impatiently, wronghea'd,edly, 
mistakenly, he tries to hurry up 'the process, never dream­
ing that in the doing of it that Jesus would be appre­
hended' by His enemies and put to death, and that he, 
Judas, win be the unintentional author of a vast calamity. 

There are many who seek to preserve the reputation 
of Judas in'a measure, and to lighten the darkness,.by 
teachin.g that undoubtedly this was the motive that he 
had in mind when he acted as' he did, and without intend­
ing to do i,t, broug.ht on the mosi 'stupendous tragedy 
of the age. 

. The True Scriptural Portrait of Judas 
It is well intended, but I feel the congregation has 

already arrived at the conclusion that it is not Scriptural. 
i's not warranted by the .facts. aegin then,- if ~u will, 
with prophecy. Prophecy. knows nothing of. a Judas of 
that kind. Our text says that tl).e action of Judas was 
the fulfillment of.a prophecy that is to be found in the 
Forty-first Psalm, and in that Psalm there is the pic.­
tur~ of somebOdy who is sitting down at a meal and 
eating the brea:d of his<::friend. - At the head of the Psalm 
we have the inscription that it" is a Psalm of David, 
David giving his own experience, of some friend that 
sits down to the ,table with him and' eats his· bread, and 
even while he is parta!king of his hospitality, he is medi­
ta~ing some kind of treache~, '!letting on foot a' move· 
m"ent that is intended to destroy David. We cannot 
appreciate in this country what treachery that· is, but 
in Palestine and .. the Eastern countries one of the most 
solemn and sacred covenants is the covenant that is 
entered into, the covenant of salt, when you have sat 
down with your host and have partaken of his meal. it 

. 'is a solel!ln binding pledge that you will not do anything 
treacherous toward that one, or 'seek his ill in any way. 
Dayid exhibits this as the height of treachery, th'at the 
one who eats bread at his ,table is at the same moment 
meditating his, d'estruction. Our text says Judas did 
that. When we come from the Old Testament prophecy 
in the Forty-first Psalm into the New 'Testament, we 
find how Jesus explains the act of Judas. He says it 
was the devil that put irito the mi.nd of Judas this awful 
thought of betraying'his Master. His deed is traced back 
toO Satan. Jesus characterizes Judas' deed as of hellish 
origin. . 

Then you remember that when the feeding of the five 
thousand too'k .place, an'd J esusdid not accept the offer 
to become a king, the next day there was a great sifting 
in Galilee, and He tells the people exa<;tly ·what kind of a 
kingdom He is going to have: He made' plain that the 
multitudes had sought Him for the loaves and fishes, but 
He had come ,to distri-b.ute "the bread which comes down 
from heaven, which, if :a man eat of it he shall live 
furever." 'So' He deliberately dismissed those Who clung 

. to a wrong conception of His kingdom. We re'ad that 
they melted 'away from Jesus, peOple stung with dis­
appointment. It affected the apostles'; they too were 
·tugging at the leash. They shared this conception 'with 
the multitude in a degree. They S1howed their dis­
appointme~t in the expression of their eyes, and Jesus 
gazed upon them and said, "Will ye also go away?" And 

'you remember in that great hour Peter said, "Lord to 

whom shall we go? Thou alone hast· the words 01 eternal 
life." P~ter glimpsed that there was something. better 
than a bread and butter kingdom; be let the lower cOn­
ception vanish as he saw the real kingdom of Christ 
appear before his eyes. He saw into the rich mysteries 
of the real l{i-ngdom of God. He had not completely 
shaken off the other -yet, i,t kept comin'g back sometimes, 
but there were eleven in that group that were satisfied 
that, apart altogether from earthly thrones, it were 
enough to be relate'll 01-.0 Jesus Christ, and have all the 
ages before them to enj()y it. It would seem that at 
that particular time Judas did not rise as -high as the 
other disciples d.id.; he didn't see anything in that king­
dom that Peter saw. I think he' said to himself, ·'Is 
this all' that 'Christ has to give? Have we followed 
something so disappointing? Only a spiritual kingdom 1" 
It would seem so, because it was- about then that JesuS 
made the announcement that He had chosen the twelve, 
and that one of them wa~ a devil, as if there was one 
who, "even at that time, in his disappointment, made 
manifest the par·t that he was to playa little bit later. 
n Chris,t had no throne~ to giye, he at least was' not 
interested in any substitute offer. ' 

Then you remember how that mood ripened. Sin do~s 
not come to its climax in a'day. A year rolls around-, 
and they come to' the home at Bethany; how Mary came 
in with the alabaster box. of ointment and 'broke it upon. 
the head of the Saviour, and how Jesus was moved with 
th'at spectacle of love, and how the fragrance of it, He 
said, would be wafted throughout the world as long as 
the Gospel. was preached. 'But there was a sullen look 
upon the face of Judas. The atmosphere that' was 
spiritual ozone to 'Christ nearly suffocated Judas. "More 
wealth wasted that might have gone into the Qrganiza· 
tion with which he was connect~d." The love that Mary 
had shown set his own lovelessness in strange coptrast. 
When Jesus sought to rebuke him for his comment about 
Mary, he became sullen and resentful, another indica­
tion of hill bad spiritual mood. We read that from that 
moment, the moment 'that he received this rebuke in the 
home at' Bethany, he went out and sought opportunity 
to betray Jesus Christ. . .. 

It is worth noticing I 'think that it was not the Phari­
sees or the Scribes or the chief priests who apprpached 
Judas' but that Judas approached the chief priests; he 
went to them with the words upon his lips, "What will 
you give me, and I will deliver Him to you?" There is 
something I never noticed until a couple of hours ago, 
about Judas being at the head of the 'arresting ban.d. 
That, of course, I noticed before, but I had overlooked 
the word "received", that he received the band with 
weapons and ,torches and lanterns from the high priests, 
that they had. furnished hini with the means of appre­
hending and- arresting JesuS'. Judas was in full charge 
of that murderous mob. It does .not look .as if he is 
simply wrongheaded and mistaken here.. It loo'ks lik,:: 
a cold calculating something, not like the thing that cnme 
upon Peter ,as a surprise, but something that ripened 
slowly, and he coldly calculated that he was going to 
perform this terrible deed, and he went forth at the 
'head of the band tod-o it. It is no wond'er that the 
apostles afterwards always described him as "one of the 
twelve". What a title! "One of our own number d.id 
it:" Had it .been somebody else i·t would not be so shock­
ing, but "one of the twelve"! Oh dreadful thought ~ 

But someone says, "Didn't Judas repent? And does it 

" 
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not give confirmation to'f i.he fact that he did not intend 
to precipitate what actually came to pass?" I know the 
Scripture says that when he saw that He was condemned 
-and some people say that that indicates he was· sur­
prised, . he did not expect Christ to be condemned, and 
when 'he saw that He was it took him by surprise, as 
though 'that was not what he had expected, It goe's on 
further to say that when he saw that He was condemned 
he repented himself, an'd came and cast down the thirty 
pieces of. silver. I 'know it is an exhibition of what on . 
the surface seems like real repentance. There is some­
thing tragic enough about this man reaching out for 
those thirty pieces of silver, and then after he gets them 
and' sees the consequences of his deed, he cannot rest 
untii he gets rid of them. 'The Greek word that is used 
abou't him throwing down the pieces of silver on the 
floor of the temple, has in it a sound like ripstein, 
almost as if the apostle hears the ripping and, tearing 
of Judas' soul as he' gets rid of the price with which he 
betrays the Lord. Very dramatic! . It seems to be very 
vehement; his remors'e is tremendous. But is his re­
pentance real? - Well we are told that something like 
that takes place with almost every man a'fter he has 
committed a crime, the most hardened sinner. llow 
'does it work? Before he 'Commits the crime he is very 

o an"xibus', to get the thing that is' on the o'therside of 
the crime. He can see only the gain. "If ,this obstacle 
were out of·the way and I had this in my hands, what 
a satisfaction it would be! . How much gain wo'uld come . 
to me!'" Then after the deed is committed, and the 
obstacle -is r.emoved, remorse comes rushing into the soul 
and takes posse.ssion of it, and instea'd of thinlking about 
gain he becomes possessed of an awful feeling of guilt. 
The gain is gone, the guilt is come, and the load is ter­
rific, and his remqrse. becomes intolerable. Before the 
Irian 'commits murder he is anxious to see that life ex-' 
tinguishe'd,; but when he sees the lifeless form before 
him an awful revulsion takes possess.ion of him, an'd he 
says, "Why did I dD it ?," Gain before he did it, and 
guilt after 'he did it. You remember how. Sh{lkespeare 
dramatically ilIustr.ates that in the case of MaeBeth, who 
is aniious to get rid of Duncan. If only Duncan is out 
of the way, and he comes into poss!,!ssion of ,th'e political 
realm, what a satisfaction it would be. And finally he 
finds courage enoug,h to go and strike the dagger. into' 
Duncan, and Duncan expires into t.he silence of death, 
Just after tha't terrible deed is 'done there is a rap at 
the ~alace door, and M'acBeth, ter.rifi~d, with a ~eeling 

, that the moral 'forces are on the march, coming to re­
dress this'balance of wrong, filled with remorse and with 
terror -listens to that, rapping; and you rememb~r he 
turns to the door in the stillness .of the night, and c'ries.' 
"Wake Duncan with thy knocking; I would thou couldst! 
Wake Duncan with thy knocking; I would thou couldst." 
But that was not repentance, nor does the action of Judas 
·seem to be re'pentance. It turns out -to be .only the re­
morse that is of this world, and which only bringeth 
sorrow with it' and worketh death. He did not rush to 
Jesus, or try to get·to Jesus; he went back to the men 
with whom .he had made this contract. 

So I think we are obliged to take the old picture of 
Judas.. H'e has come down through the centuries' as 
Judas' the traitor, who be1rayed Him. and died.. He is 
spoken of, and I think the debate is closed, by the words 
of Jesus, when He refers to him as the "ll<:>n of perdi­
tion", and ~m his tomb is the awful epitaph, ''It had been 

" 

good fur that man if he had never been born."'" His own 
hands rend the veil before the eternal world, and' we 
hear a voi'Ce coming dimly across the centuries, "He 
went to his own place,". and we wonder what it was. 
It was in fact an awful'deed. ' 

Some Mystery Remains - Some Light Breaks 

W~ would not be presumptuous enough to suggest for 
a single. moment that we' can get a full answer to the 
questi.on, Why, was Judas called and 'kept? It is' a 
question that has been pondered through the ages, and 
still has a 'deep margin Of mystery about it 'and is not 
to be resolved by any of us completely, We would need 
to have some means by which we could sail through the 
stellar spiritual spaces lOut into that realm that the 
Scripture speaks about where takes place "the °determin­
ate counsel and f.oreknowledge of God". We would need 
to know the mystery 9f iniquity, and the origin. of evil. 
and how i~ is that you can reconcile the omniscience of 
Chrisot with the free will ofl.,man. There will be ultim~te 
mysteries that will never, be' resolved until we ourselves 
step within the veil, 'and it 'becomes an event, whereas" 
now it is' but a speculatio.n, ' 

But on the other hand, I ~m quite certain that, it is 
no't by any means idly spent tilJle to try to get as much 

. light as we can upon° the problem, and to see what it 
is th'e Scripture says to us in this matter of the strange 
appearance of Judas in the apost&lic c'ircle. That we 
cannot clear up all mysteries does 'not mean thai we 
cannot penetrate a Ifttle f~rther, and with some value to 
ourselves, get some light which perhaps we did not have 
upon it before. D.oes not Paul say that everything that 
has happened in the history of the people of God hap­
pened unto them for examples, and are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends 'of the ages have come, 
I take it, therefore, that if -th,e story .of Judas is de­
picted so graphically in the pages 'of the New Testament, 
jot certainly must have ha'ppened for an example and been 
written for our admonition. 

A Little Judas in Us All 

I remember once planning to speak on Judas, and con­
ferring with a very close friend I happened' to say to 
him, "I have :tho'Ughtsome of speaking on Judas on 
Sunday night, but there is another subject, that is in 
my mind, ·and I am being somewhat tortured, to know 
which one to take. I am a little afraid to speak on 
Judas, it is such' an awful subject." It is so easy to 
.denounce; ,i't is so easy to pillory somebody who lived 
a thousand years' ago. You don't like 'to fall into that 
error ~o easi~y fallen into, and I suggested to my friend 
the alternate suJ:i'ject which I had in mind, which was a 
comforting one, a kind of soothing syrup, In the early 
days when I used, to have battles I was far more fierce 
than I am now, and I would occasionally get my congre­
gation with their teeth set' on edge. Every 9nce in a 
while I would have to bring in a substitute who would 
give them soothing syrup, so that I could go back at them 
again. I had an old man, a beauti'ful old grandmother. 
j'ust the .most delightful gran'dmother you eyer saw in 
your life, and. he would come in and 'soothe them, and 
everything would be all right for a while. He was like 
the description given of harmless preachiiig heard in 
a de'Caden-t day in some establi'shed pulpits in England, 
sermons thAt could be reaolved into' the little ,couplet" 
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"Dearly beloved 'brethren, don't you think it a crying sin 
To peel the potatoes, and throwaway' the skin? 
The skins feed the pigs, and the pigs feed me, 
Dearly beloved brethren, don't you see?" . 

Or the one that Spurgeon gives: 

"The ladies praise our. Cuoote's eye; 
I've never seen tlheir light divine, 
For when :he prays he clofcs -them, 
And when he preaches closes mine." 

A little girl prayed for me last night, that we would 
have a good time today, and after 1 had preached this 
morning this little girl-children are often good cr'itics­
paid me a compliment. She said the sermon was pretty 
good, it wasn't verry long. 

1 remember after talking out Loud to my friend about 
taking Judas for a sU'l:iject, he m_editated a moment, 
and said, "You had better take it, for you know there 
is a little Judas in all of us." That, if it be true, is a 
tragic truth i's it not? A little Judas in all of us! If it 
be true then we spend our ,time well in seeing thie- man 
whose sin and evil grows before our eyes until it becomes 
full-orbed, and then JesU"s sets it dow.n in the light of 
the cross for all . the world to gaze at anil, to shudder 
at the sight. Not that· anyone wiia ever again go to the 
limit that Judas reached, for every sinner prides him­
self that, no matter how he has' 'sinned, he has not yet 
committed the deed that Judas commi,tted. But the 
enormity of it consists largely in the occasion; the dark­
ness of it is made aeep by the light that is· 'behind it, 
showing it in' its true features. But in kind' it can be 
repeated again .. If it is said that you 'Can crucify the 
Son IJf God afresh, 1 take it that· you can betray Him 
afresh. There is' a little Judas in ·every one of us! 

That the Scripture Might Be Fulfilled 
W·hy was he chosen? The text says that he was chosen 

:~that the scripture may be fulfilled." To me that was 
an amazing statement when 1 began to reflect 1'.Ipon it. 
1 think 'all my life 1 have ,believed in the inspiration of 
the ~criptures, at· first because 1 was taught' it, and 
later becau'se it seemed tp prove itself in all tests. Also 
that you must accept the ver.bal inspiration of the Scrip­
tures, every word 'of it. It greatly strengthened my 
faith 'by reading lately a book on the inspiration of. 
Scripture by a Professor at Princeton, hi'S well known 
name slips my memory, Mr. Whitcombe willI know who 
I mean-yes, thank you-Dr. Wa"rfield, pointing out that 
Jesus' attitude toward the Sc:i'ipture is such that not 
only does He guarantee. the inspiration of it in general, 
that substantially the Old Testament is inspired of GDd, 
but ·,that every minutest detail of 'it is, little fragments 
of it are, littlE:l seemingly insignificant reference's of 
Scripture, according to, Jesus, are all inspired of God. 
And here yoil have got an instance of it. A little bit 

. of ,a verse tucked' away in one of the Psalms that seems 
to apply just to David, and you would never guess jot 

applied to Judas if Jesus ·had not lifted it up and said! 
that it was a prophecy of him, He doesn"t clear up all 
the mystery, 'but He said that Judas had to go through 
all of this in order that that Scripture might be ful­
filled, because the Scripture cannot be broken. Do you 
comprehend my friends what a tremendous tribute Jesul;!' 

. paid to the inspiration of the Old Testament when He 
says that the va'st tragedy of Judas, and, all that is in­
vo!ved in the betrayal of Christ 'had to happen becau.se 
it was prophesied in this Scripture, because i,t cannot 

be 'broken, even a little fragment of it, such as you find 
here bu~ied in the Forty-first Psalm. 

Ta'ke that for the signjficance that it contains. It is 
a tremendous' verification of the Old Testament Scrip­
tures. Not that that means fatalism; not that Judas 
could not have repented; not that. things were fixed 
so that he could nOit have acted in any other way, or 
that the prophecy caused the crime. 'i: do not know how 
to resolve .this, any more than 1 know how Paul can 
explain how the angel had told him that there was going," 
to be a ship-wreck, but that they were going to~escape 
with no loss of life, then a Httle bit later he says, "If 
any man lea'les the ship, the ship will go down; you 
have got to stay in ·the ship or it wi:ll sink." Resolve it 
any way you 1ike, r do not ·know. I do know that free 
will is a fact. 1 'know that Jesus pleaded with 'Judas 
till the last" minute; 1 know that He did everything 
possible to win him. Even the last night He stood 
before his· feet and washed them and wiped them with 
a towell. He took the sop 'and put it in a dish and 
handed it to him as you would hand sOme article of 
food to a dear friend' at 'the table; He called, him friend 
when he came to Him; He received his kiss; He held out 
the overtures of mercy till the every last minute. There 
'was no fatalism in it, but for some reason or another 
it ha:d to be. There is a Bible side-light upon why 
'Judas was chosen. It only removes the difficulty, of 
course, a liWle farther back. 

Practical Reashns Why Judas Was Called 

We will try 'now in a 'few minutes to look at some of 
the practical applications of this, as to possible reasons 
why Judas was chosen for the apostolic band. Could 
one reason not 'be because the Master .knew that in all 
the history of His church, as A. B. Bruce points out, 
from time to time' peopl'e would have to wre'stle in 
churches with this same Judas problem He wres'tJIe.d 
with in the' apostolic council; that you choose men upon 
the basis of what seems to be their qualifications, you 
use the best judgment you possibly can, but even when· 
the best judgment is used, from time"tO time there will 
be those who will get into Christian work who will turn 
ou't as' Judas turned. out. Not orten, thank God·, but 
sometimes. And we are to remember, when we face the 
s·ituation, we are to go on, we are to continue in the 
work as Jesus continuf:}d in the work, not allowing Him­
self to be turned aside 'by the presence of Judas. I 
haven't had it for a long time, for' twenty years 1 
haven"t known any but the sweetest kin'd of feHowship 
with. ,the group of people wit.h whom 1 am working, 
bu't 1 can speak about this from experience. 1 once 
had a church for ten years, 1 will not say there was a 
Judas in it---'that is a serious name to call any man­
but this man was the nearest thing to it that'l have 
,ever known. . He had been in another' great church 
who'se Pastor said on'e day, "Now here is my resigna­
tion. Either relieve me of that man or let me go." And 
the congregation vQjed to 'keep him and let the other 
man go. He was a man of influence at that time, ·and • 
he' came dDwn and brought his membership to our 

. church. When 1 came there he was flourishing . like a .­
green bay tree. , . He was the most perfect piece of du­
pJilcity I think 1 have ever knowri, but only a few knew 
it. 'Perhaps' 'he did not know it himself.· You could- not 
persuade some that he was that. Nearly everyone had 
confidence in him. My, the way the old fellow could 



o 

12 (Hl) tIlE GpSI>£L WlTNSSS and ·PROTESTANT ADVOCATE April 26, 1951 
.I =m ._. om - . 

is the notice of 'my income tax." Here Jesus, could just 
simply provide .everything that was needed·, and what 
an empire' this was that was growing up! What a cor­
poratioli /. Why, the world was going to be after Him. 
They said Il little bi,t later, ~'You can't do anything. 
.Perceive ye how you prevail nothing. Behold, the 
WOl'ld is gone after Him." And it looked· as if every .. 
step he took was shaking the universe. What a king­
dom He wa's going "to set up! And Judas must have 
said to himself, ,:'Ando think of it, I am r'ight in the inner 
circle. I am even the treasurer of this gigantic cor­
pqratiDn, the "like of ~hi'ch men have never dreamed of 
before." What rosy horizons were before him. Then 

weep crocodile tearsl Just· make a f.ew facial expres­
s·ions a~d tears' streamed' down his fllce,. and, beholders 
w(}Iild spMk gf 'what i1 saint he wail" I knew aU the 
-time he wlls piuek.ing the petals, just like an ape would 
pulq a rose to pieces. :EVElrything he touched he put his 
blight upon it. 'The wisest of men, if they Saw it, ddd 
hOt wish to. say anything about it; and for ten yeara' 
I u,sed ·to go to meetings and sit with that dissembler, 
and I used to wonder why it wliS. Then it came to me 
Very. impressively and comforting'lly tha.t J eS\JJ8 h~d to 
do that, and He did: not let Himself be discouraged or 
dil!!mayedj and we have to go on. There 'is some pro­
found ·and inscruta:ble reasOn why 'we are called upon 
to go ihrough these ·things. Then, too, Jl!SUS was to be 
our High Prie!;!t, He was to suffer. every grief that the 
hUmlln br~ast knows', He was to taste every kind of 
sin and disappointmimtj and' there is . nothing quite .so 
terrible as the sin of. treachery, as having SOmeone who 
is dea'r and. close to yOil turn and become a traitor, and 
you nave the kind of wound that is slowest to. heal. 

. one day when Jesus, after feeding the' fiv,e thousand, 
did not become a king, Judas said, "I wonder what is 
the matter. He let that oppor~unity pass." Then when 
it came right down to the very' final week, and Jesus 
had the triumphal entry, and it was on the occasion of 
the feast when those' revolu·tionary movements found 
their inception, and He did not ride into the monarchy, 

, Judas would say to himself, "Why did He miss, that 
opportup.ity? Why is He so gloomy? . Why is He talk­
ing about the cross? And that night at Bethany when 
He said, 'This woman has broken the alabaster box of 
ointment in order to anoint 'my body for the burial.' 
Is He after all going to come to collapse, and. i get 
nothing out of this at all? Going to die instead of con­
quer? 'I had hetter loo~ 'after my ~wn fllture." And 
he slinks out, and gets o'ut of it what he poss'ibly can. 

. Jesus had to taste that for us .. 'Then, .too, -is not Jesus 
often sold today by the Judas .spirit? 'Look at the 
counter where he is sdId. FOr what little price He' is 
~old. Over .. and· Over again Jesus knew He would be­
sold th,rough the centuries, not by men who n~d, gone 
all .the way that JUdas had gone, but their feet are on 
his path. A little Judas in all.of us! How easy it is 
to sell our Master! We see Him sold upon every' side' 
and for what? I think that Jesus. had Judas in the 
apostolic circle, among other rea'sons too, because He 
knew .that over and over .again mini.sters would- be 
t~mpted Bllong 'this line. It is not so easy, is it, to 1 
follow the truth wherever the tru·th leads you? Suppose 
you have to turn your back upon endowmen~s and 
buildJngs and prestige and influence, and: the good 
opinion of men·as Dr. Chalmers had to do in Scotland. 
Suppose you have to unite w.ith a company of people 
that is everywhere evil spoken of if you would follow 
the Lamb whithersoever He goeth? Oh, I think I can 
see Judas there, and jU'Slt how the thin'g' began to oper­
ate. One day. he sliid, "How fortunate I am! I belong 

. to the apostolic council; I am in touch with Jesus. What 
a mighty man He is! .How He is' getting a' folllGwing! 
How His influence is extending through Palestine; how 
everybody is' 'talking about Him. See how He can 
heal the sick, He can raise the dead. Talk aboult Dale 
Carnegie's 'book telling you how to lnfluence people! 
W\1erever Jesus spoke and moved, people fell' in line 
to fGlllow Him, at least at the beginning of His career. 
H could feed the five thousand without adding to the 
national debt. When He found that .the apostolic band 
did not have enough money for them to pay their taxes 
He simply said to Peter, "You go down and: throw a hook 
into the water and pull up a fis'h an'd. it will open its 
mouth, and there will :be a stater in ,it, a obit of gold .. 
You go and pay your income tax." I do not ·know Whether 
you pay it at this season of the year, ibut 1 have Just paid 
m'ine, and although I am not affluent, I needo~d a propor­
tionately gO'od sized ring to pay that, and I would have 
been very glad to have been in touch wirth somebody when 
the income t.ax came due who would say, "Just go down to 
the water -off Broo'klyn Bridge and pick up a fish, and 
you will find some money in its throat, and pay your 
income tax." One of the great prize fighte·rs oyer 'on 
the other side was asked lately, "What ~is the heavieSlt 
blow that an opponent ever ga~e you ?" He said, "It 

Do you mean to tell me that men in the gElnera­
tions since have not felt Ithe tug of that? . That men 
haven~t had. to have f.aith within them to follow Christ 
wherever He woul'd lead? When the' hierarchy beclkons 
and says, "Don't commit suicide; don't make a wreck of 
your life ; don't take up with a forlorn cause; stand. in 
with the powers rthat be." Hundreds of men left Luther. 
on that basis.' Hundreds.·of people would be with us' 
Regular Baptists to~nig'ht if it were not for the fear 
that we have gone off on a tangent and adopted a for­
lorn hope, or turned our back upon openings and chances'. 
I saw the great Methodist union take 'place' on the other 
side, and watched the group i{nown as· Method,ist Prot­
estant which for the mo'st part 'had kept to the <;lId faith. 
I believe that almost every man in his conscience felt 
that it was a spiritual peril to go into the proposed. 
union. Most of the laity said "'We won't," but most of 
the preac'hers said, "Well, we think we will ·have larger 
opportunities if we go in. Maybe we won't be taken 
care of in our old age if we don't talke up with this 
organization." L saw the divided look upon their faces', 
and I saw some of them come OUit and follow Christ, 
but more of them go in. I have had a chance to see 
some of them since, and they are, for the most pa,rt, 
men' with heavy expressions on their faces. A lot oJ 
them have to stand night after night against their con­
science, and look alt the play-room of their church, and 
watch their young people oa~lCe and do almost everything 
else that shocks their 'spiritual sensibilities. But they 
felt the tug of it; they felt the tug thwt J1,ldas felt. 
Why was he in the apostolic circle? That he might be 
set up as a warning to us and stimulate us to believe 
that" if we are faiithful to Christ there is something on' 
the other .side that is worth far more than anything 
that the world can give. Some of us are able to testify 
to ."it tonight. I was saying last night at the Prayer 
Meeting that it is amazing that THE. GOSPEL WITNESS 
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is ,read around 'the world. It is one of the finest ed·ited 
pUblications in existence no' doubt. What splendid and 
substantial articles! But this is \a day when sermons 
are not popular, and yet they are being read, and they 
with like al'ticles are the Ii foe-blood of THE GOSPEL WIT­
NESS. I do 'not forget the unusual capacities of the 
editors, the fact that ten-talent men are in.itt, but I think 
that the real explanation back of it all is this, and the 
thing that has made it and them largely, is. this belief 
in tbe S-cripture, this taking your stand upon it and 
depending upon it, ·this unshakable conviction that truth 
is ultimately your best friend, whether she walk in rags 
or silver slippers. 

Dr. Shields told me' on this last trip that when the 
doctrine of Evolution came up he made the remark that 
if Evolution be true, the .Bible wa's not. Somebody said, 
"Isn't thait a little perilous ~ Suppose you should· find 
after a while' that the docfrine of Evolution is es-tab­
Iished? Then what would you do ahout a statement like 
that ?" Hoe said, "I was so certain that the Scripture is 
true, and if true the other c.ouldn't be, that I felt I wasn't 
taking any risk." T'hat is a bird of rare plumage in the 
world. The hope of the world is in faith like thait. 
Fai1ure at this point is 'where Judas went wrong; -that 
is where the ·colossal calamity took place, 'and we see 
him out there hanging from a rDck, and falling from a 
precipice into the valley of Hinnom, and ~Il his bowels 
gushing out, because he could not see that which is in­
visible, hult c'hose the way of retra'ction and retrenchment 
and departure from the truth, deciding to walik by sight 
rather than faith. I could tal'k here until midnight 
about this, bu-t I am just about through. 

I think thaJt Judas was in the apostoJi.c circle, among 
a great many other reason's, to teach you and me thoe 
:,!-wful possibilities -that are in human nature, even con­
verted and consecrated human nature. It came to me 
with rushing force that nobody bult a Judas could. have 
precipitated such a deed as that, nobody but somebody 
who had come into contact with Christ would bave been 
capable of such infamy, and that there is a great privi­
lege but also a great peril in having come inlto contact 
with Jesus. Let us think for a moment. Supposing he 
had neve·r known Jesus. . He would have gone down to 
tht:. little village of Kerioth, he would have set up some 
kind Df a little business, or a ,~taIl, he would have had I 
·suppose a false weight,' and cheated ,thisc:ustomer and 
Ithat customer and the other, and did little deed-s of evil, 
but he would not bave becomoe a synonym for all the 

. infamy. of the ages. That is what he would 'have been 
if he hadn't known Christ, but having known Him what 
capacity it gives a man to do· the thing that is evil in the 
world. I stand. in His presence and· say, God help us to 
finish wit'l1Dut surrendering to those' influences so subtle 
that they can reach into the apostolic circle, and as 
Bunyan said, without' setting aside our doctrine of the 
eternal securi1ty of the 'saints, that he saw at the gate 
of Heaven a road that led down to Hell. Judas might 
'have been one that had his name written on the founda­
tion stones of the -city of GDd, but he left to the world 
a name tha1t no intelligent parent will ever give her child, 
and when John would have occasion to speak of another 
J uda's he shields his friend from stain by ·.adding Judas 
-not Iscariot. It teacbes us that you can live near to 

. 'Christ, and if you do not give Him fully your heart, and 
love Him freely, YOll can 'live close to Him, and yet be­
come unlike Him, more un1'ike Him as the days come and 

go. He teaches us that light rejected has a terrible 
reaction. Juda§ had great light, and great light gives 
very very dark shadows. It teaches us that environment 
is not the thing that accounts for character. Who had 
such an environmen1t as Judas, and Who had such a fall? 
And it teac'hes us. too lhat what we said about the 
Ohristian church is often true of individuals. I will 
venture to say that many in this great audience tonight 
are Circumsltanced in some way Ol" another that you have 
opposite you in your work, or maybe possibly in your 
home, or in some relationship to which you are bound, 
and from whi-ch you cannot get free - you have some­
body in your circle who is as obnoxious to you a.;; Judas 
was to' Jesus, in whose presence you cannot .breathe 
freely. It seems almost impossible to tolerate them. You 
try to win them' by love, but you cannolt win them. They 
are unsympathetic; they are torturing you day by day; 
I have known families where outwardly they seemed to 
be as respectable as Judas was to the apostles' gr.oup­
nobody suspeCted him; where certain members of the 
family or other associations precipitate upon others an 
agony that cannot be described., a continual pressure. 
Many people 'know what it is to be faced with some­
body liike that that they must t,o,lerate. It is not easy, 
is it ~ Bult Jesus went through it all before us, every 
bit of it. He washed the feet of that individual, and He 
caned Mm "friend". He accepted, his kiss, and· one day 
the p'ressure lif-ted, and Judas went out iruto the night. 
But 'he shows you and me what to do when we come to 
these 'hard plac~s of life. He has been over them be­
fore us. 

In conclusion, I think that JUti:as had to be' in the 
apostolic circle in order to show those apostles, and. 
through them to show us, What an awful thing sin is­
-that it was of such a nature thalt it could reach in and 
lay hold upon one ,of their group to min him and even 

. to lay 'h01d of and destroy such ·an one as' Jesus. When 
-they looked out .that night and saw the traitor slinking 
out, and. Chrislt in the grip of His. foes a'bout to be cruci­
fie~ . they saw sin unveiled. They needed such terrible 
vision before they were prepared to preach.' And they 
saw too that night the highest eJclii'bition of love. I d'o 
not know whether Dr. Shields told you or not what I 
told him. I had boon to a s.ervice a few Sunday morn­
ings ago in Roanoke, Virginia, and listened to one 0:8 
the Southern Baptist preachers with a great message, 
and a very homey way of presenting -truth. In the course 
of his address he told us-a little story about his boyhood 
days. As a lifJtle fellow he belonged to a home that 
went. through a period of pinching and poverty. He said, 
in substance, "My father was a would ... be Politici~m, al­
ways ambitious to occupy a political office, and neglect­
ing very largely' the responsibilities of home, as he 
pursued' this forlorn course." He said, "My mother was 
a very pra'ctical woman,' and she made up for my father's 
dericiency as a provider. She, turned to take care ,of the 
family of six, ana was continually heard at the sewing 
machine, . click clack, click clack, all the 'while, turning 
out products to feed the inouths of these hungry children. 
Every once in a while my father would bring home some 
big politician just to show my mother what great con­
nections he had, and my mother' was almDst too busy 
to look up at them. . She 10~ked at them as much as to 
say, 'Well, you don't amount to very :much; I have got 
a job Dn hand, and have got to keep sewing.' Click 
clack, click clack, all the while." He said, in spite. of 
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·alI this his father did rise in the' political circle, and 
later I think ran for Governor of the State. But during 
the depths of their poverty it came along spring time 
when little 'boys get that spring fever for spinning 
tops. It-was a great annual tournament. On this occa­
sion when the season came around he was very anxious 
to 'have a nice 100'king top, with the other boys, hut the 
family treasury did not perniit. He could not even buy 
the cheapest kind of a top, there was nothing in the 
houlle to buy it with. He said, "I got mad, and thought 
I was badly a:bused.. I was very sulky, and I put on a 
scene before I went to school, and made everybody as 
miserable as I could, and vented my spite upon them; 
an'd made them all f~el as if they were a heartless crowd. 
They hadn't any burdens at all. I went to scho.ol, and 
got over it a little bit, but on the way home again I 
saw the boys spinning their tops, and got mad all over 
again, and said, 'I'm just going to make my mother as 
miserable as I possibly can.''' He came in and looked· 
for his mother, and she wasn't at the sewing machine 
where she had nearly always been, and he wondered 
where she was·. He' followed her out into the yard, and 
he saId, "What do you think· I saw? My mother had 
left her sewing maC'hine, and was bending over a block 
of wood on which they spliit the kindling, and she had 

ROMAN PRIESTS STIR UP A HORNETS' 
NEST IN THE WEST . 

THE school "strike" of Roman Catholic children in the 
suburbs of Vancouver, British ,Columbia, 'is. not 

mer;ely a local matter. 'It 'is simply one small sector 'of 
a battle waged by 'Roman priests for state support 
wherever they have a considelia'b'le f.ollowing. It is a 
settled rule of 1)J.ese gentlemen to fish in trbubled waters, 
and when the waters are still they set about stirring them 
up to suit their own ends. We read Of their unceasing 
campaign' for more and more privileges, not only in' 
Br'itish Columbia, but in Ontario and in Nova Scotia, 
and in every other Ca:nadian province. In state after 
sta,te .of. the Union they have m:anaged to bluster and 
bully their, way into"the public purse for the support of 
their missionary institutions which are known as re­
ligio'Us, sectarian schools. The same strife is stirred 
up in Greait Britain and even in far-off India. In France 
the bishops recently met in solemn assembly for .the first 
time in more than a generation and. t)1e most important 
item on their agenda was the iOld plea for state support 
of the'ir sectarian schools. 

R.C. Schools Are Religious Schools 
a little piece of wood in one hand, and the hatchet in dJ'he RO,man 'Catholic Church regard'S it as a right, and 
the other, and with that poor tool ana. material s'he was not merely as a privilege, that the state should provide 
trying to make·a tittle t.op. After she had made it and funds for its separate schools. This is part of its 
poinlted it the best she could, there was no stem .en it. medieval philosophy of the union of church and state 
so she drove a nail in for a stem the best she could make which is as contrary to the doctrine of the separation 
and handed me the top." He said, ",Can .fou imagine how' of church and state as Us doctrine of the Inquisition is 
I felt in the presence of that stupendous· love, that contrary to freedom .of ·speech. No other church or 
sacriifice, after the way that I had acted?" I doubt DDt . religious organization in the· democratic world makes' 
thaJt there was a silence' like that in the upper room when such outrageous demands upon the state as does Rome. 
Jesus washed their feet, especIally' the feet .of Judas. Roman Catholic separate schools are religious schools 
Said this preacher, "The years have come and gone, and in the same strict sense ·of the word that Protesttant 
oftentimes I wish I could go back to the old homestead, Sunday Schools are religious.- The chief difference is 
but life has become so crowded, an'd there seem to be that the Sunday Schools meet once' in a week while the 
toe many engagements to let me go. One day I want to Roman Catholic Schools meet five days in the week. 
get back if I can. I am going out into the yard, and dig One of the r~cent popes laid down as the goal for his 
under the chips and the shavings· and: the s·awdust and faithful followers to achieve this· motto: "Catholic edu­
the dirt, w~ere the _top I believe Hes buried. 'I would cation in Catholic Schools for all the Catholic youth." 
just like to ,pick it up, and oh; iff I could just say to my That giOal is a legitimate one for Roman Catholics to 
mother, "You wi:]} never know what that love exhibited strive after, provided that they do not add, in. effect, 
by this has meant to me. It le:f.t me ·speechless as I "At non-Catholic expense". But that is. precisely the 
recall it.''' ThEm I heard him .say, ·"The love of Christ . understanding they have~ of the matter and hence they 
is far greater, and vyhen you stand before. Him and !.ook never cease their ciamor for public aid for their re­
upon His bleeding wounds how speechless you will be if ligious schools. Our Jewish friends have their syna­
y.ou have nevez: ,acknowledged that love or expres·sed your gogue .schools and that is their undo'ubted' right, but 
!1Ppreciation for wha,t He has -done. Let us pray, never have we heard the suggestion that the state should' 
:We ,thank Thee tonight, our gracious Master, for the help. pay for them. Protestant Sunday Schools would 

Gospel of the Son of God, that. notwithstanding the depths think it not only unfair but ~umi1iating, were it sug-
and terribleness of sin, now through all ofue depths of h ld . 'd f th t human dross, drops the plummet of .the cross. Never yet gested that they s ou ~ receive al rom e axpayers. 
aby!!s was found, deeper than the cross could sound. We 
pray that T-hou wouldst speak unto every heart tonight, 
and ·grant that none of us may so fail to confess Christ 
here ·th'at we shall be speechless when we see H~m yonder. 
We ask it for His name's sake, Amen. 

NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS 
God is no respecter of persons: he saveth no men fiOr 

their coats or their callings; a 'holy calling wiII not save 
an unholy .. man. If you stand at the (loor of the kingdom 

, ofgra-ce,to light o'thers in, and' will DDt go in yourselves. 
you shall kn~ck in vain a:t the gates of 'glory, that would 
not enter at the door of grace. 

-RICHARD BAXTER 

\ 

Pope Says: "Not Politics, But Religion" 
The ·cry of "il1ausltice" <\nd "unfairness" will not stand 

the test of intelligent scrutiny, yet if repeated often 
enough and loudly enough by grave and reverend pre­
lates backed by thousands of well-meaning but mis­
informed "faithful", it is 'bou.nd· to make an impression 
on the public mind. PiOliticians who hold office at the 
p1easure of the people are peculiarly sensitive to such 
organized propaganda. The plan of action for all this 
is laid down in Rome and the local Hierarchy in various 
countries is simply engaged in obeying' their master's 
d~irectives. Pope Pius XI in 1929 issued a Encyclical 
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. on Education in which he proposed the motto quoted 
above: "Catholic Education in Catholic schools for ·all 
the Ca,tholic youth", and he added the following: 

"If such education is not aided from public funds, as 
distributive justice requires, ~ertainly it may not be· op­
posed by' 'any, ~ivil authority ready to recognize the l'ights 
of the family', and the irreducible 'Claims of legitimate 
liber.ty. 

"Where this fundamental liberty is thwarted or inter­
fered with, Catholics wHl never feel, whatever 'may have 
been ·the sacrifices already made,that they have done 
enough for the support and defense of their. schools and 
for ;the securing of the laws that will do them justice. 

"For whatever Catholics do in promoting 'and defending 
the Catholic school for their children is a genuinely reli­
gious work 'and therefore an important task of 'Ca'tholic 
Action'. For this reason the associations,' whiC'h in various 
countries are so zealously eng·aged in this work of ·prime 
necessity, are especially dear to Our paternal heart and 
are deserving of every commendation. 

"Let it be loudly prOcla~ed _ and well understood 'and 
recognized !by all, that Oatholics, no matter- what their 
na.tionality, in agitating for Catholic schools for· their 
children, are-not mixing in party paUtics, but are engaged 
in a religious enterprise demanded by conscience. II 

. How Pries~. Direct Their Political Game 

AJt this distance the procedure at Maillardville, British 
Columbia, is somewhat confusing, though the l.eaders 
have avowed that the pur.pose of the "strike" is "ad­
mittedly to force the British Columbia government to 
acknowledge that separate schools should be suppo;rted 
out of publ'ic taxation." "It is not . difficult to see that a 
sudden influx of more than 800 pupi'ls into the already 
overcrowded pu'blic schools would raise serious problems. 
There would be the matter of hiriI\g suiltable experienced 
teachers in the middle of the school year, the arrange­
ment of proper school rooms with all the heavy expenses 
that accompany all this. And naturally the school board 
would envisage the nece~sity of- erecting -new schools to 
house the additional children. But even while the local 
school poard is plunged, into these heavy' expenses re­
quIred to care for their 800 additional pupils; they are 
well a:ware that the extra expenditures maybe rendered 
useless overnight by/the withdrawal.of the pup'ils, a:s 
suddenly as they -came. The 800 children are mere 
puppets in a political game played by the astute mem­
bers of the Hierarchy with a view to embarrassing the 
school system and thus forcing the hand of the provin-
cial government. . 

We are happy to note t1uut up fu date there is no hint 
of any wea'kening on the 'part of the M'inister of Edu­
cation or of his· colleagues in the legislative assembly 
of the province. We wish that as mUlCh could be said 
for their counterparts iIi. Ontario who, alas, are engaged 
in the cOilitrary ,course of appeasIng the Roman Catholic 
Hierarchy by ladling out to them ever increasing help­
'ings of public funds to pay for their separate sectarian 
schools. 

T·he following clipping has just come to han!! from 
a paper in Victoria, B.C .. : . 

Private-School Pupils Allowed to'Ride Buses 

The Publ~c Schools Act stipulates only public school 
students shall be .carried in school buses, but school boards 
have been informed that the Government would not object 
to buses with empty seats picking up children going to other 
sChools. . ' . 

This 'was the way Education Minista: W. T. Strai'th re­
plied in the Legislature yesterday ,to Dr. J. J. Gillis (Cln., 

Ya:le) who uked if provision <had been made for 'buses to 
carry Catholic children to school. . 

At MaiIlardviile, in Dr. Gillis' riding, two Catholic schools 
recently closed their doors, putting 800 additional students 
into the public schools. . 

The education minister said the act places the question 
of providing transportation -for ~hildren attending public 
schools on the shoulders of <the local school board. 

Dr. Gillis said Catholics iI) his riding were only' asking 
"fair play." He said ,they pay toward public schools as 
well as their own private schools. 

Captain D. J. Proudfoot, Victoria M.L.A., said that if. 
private schools were going to ask concessions of the Govern­
ment they would have to give up some of the special­
privileg.es they enjoy. 

Opposition Leader Harold Winch said he hoped ,the 
Province never relinquished the present public school 
system. . 

If others wish to operate outside the system the responsi­
bility s'hould be theil1l, he 'added. 

Balkanizing the New World 
We hope that the above news item does not indicate 

a weakening of the fine stand taken up to now by the 
government of the prov'ince. To cast on local boards the 
-onus' of the decision regarding the use of pu'bUc school 
buses for Roman Catholic Schools, would seem 'to us to' 
invite anarchy. It woul'd encourage the Roman Catholic 
strategists to concentrate on the planting of certain sec­
tions of the province with Roman Catholics - French­
Canadians as' 'in Maillardville or European settlers in 
others - and thus transfurm the :flair ·province of the 
Pacific 'Coast "into a kind 'of Balkan Peninsula where 
every' election is a signal for Ithe _outbreak of all the 
ranoour and bitterness associated with politics in tne 
unhappy lands of the Old World· cursed by a tradition 
of ecclesiasti'calcontrol of schools and of church owner-' 
ship of a large part of the land. .Surely Old Europe and­
Old Quebec have already raised sufficient troubles ~y 
their submission to VaJtican control without importing 
-all these vexatious pro'blems into the comparatively new 
Pacific' province of British Columbia.-W.S.W. 

ANSWERED PRAYER 
"My ~ecta:ti~n is from him."-Psalm 62:5. 

Our too general neglect of looking for answers to 
what we ask, shows how little we are in earnest in our 
petitions. A hushandman is not 'content without the 
harvest; a marksman will observe whether the ball hits 
the target; a physician watches the effect of the medi­
cine which he gives; and shall the Christian he careless 
about the effect of his labour? 

Every prayer of the Christian, made in faith, acoord~ 
ing to the will of God, for which God has' promised, 
offered lip in the name of Jesus Christ, and' under the 
influence of the Spirit, whether for temporal or for 
spiritual hIes sings, is, or will be, fully answered. 

God always answers the general design and intention 
of His people's prayers, in doing that_which, all things 
considered, is most for His own glory and, their spiritual 
and etemal welfare. As we never find tl),at Jesus Christ 
rejected a single supplicant who came to Him for mercy. 
so we believe that no prayer made in His name will be 
in vain. 

The answer to prayer may be approaching, though we 
discern not its coming. The seed' that lies under ground 
'in winter is taking root in order to a spring and harvest, 
though .it appears' not above ground, but seems dead and 
lost. -BICKERSTETH 

-" 
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CLOSING CHAPEL SERVICE 
AT SEM~NARY" 

I T IS a tradition of long standing at Toronto Baptist 
. Seminary that the last chapel service of the year 
should be in charge of the students themselves and that 
these who leave these halls of learnin'g to take up the 
work oJ the Lord in various other spheres should bring 
brief test·imonies and words or farewell. Last Friday 
morning was' a blessed time of fellowship and refreshing 
'in the Lord as we aU encouraged ourselves with the 
remembrances of what He had wrought 'for us ,as iiuli­
viduals and as a Seminary. There co'uld ,be no better 
pl',epara'tion than this for the fresh fields of services 
that strefch before our ,students. This school year has 
fled by with dizzy rapidity, indeed 'i,t has gone so fast 
that we sometimes ask ~ourselves if old age has crept 
upon us unawares. However, the passage of time has 
brought a remarkable growth in grace and in mental and 
3;piritua'l sif;ature' to our 'students. All the members of 
the facu1.ty were impressed with the eviqences of this 
as the tables were turned on them ~nd the teachers be­
came the taught. 

As a kind of grand finale t~ an already great time, 
Dr. McCaul brought a practical and inspiring message 
for our S'tudent:preachers gleaned out of his own' min­
istry.. Among the gems of ,advIce which he scattered 
before us were the following jewels of homiletical wis­
dom: "A preacher who t.hinks by the inch and talks by 

, ' the yard ought to be dealt with by the foot!" Here is 
a coloured preacher's recipe for successful ministry: 

"I reads myself full; I thinks myself clear; I pray:; 
myself hot; then I lets,' go." 

In the Iight of these excellent 'pieces of advice, we 
venture to hope that our s.tudents wi'll follow the colpured 
'man's a~vice and so escape" the unhappy neces'sity of 
being dealt wiiflh :'by the foot"! May God bless them in 
theIr work,~W:S.W. ' . 

~'----

, FRENCH ~OSP~L SERVICE 
Next Sunday at three o'clock in Greenway Hall the 

last French preaching service of the school year 'will take 
'place. These serviees have been seasons of special bless­
ing this year, and we are anticipating a good: time at the 
closing meetiIi'g. Mr. Etienne Huser will be the preacher. 
and severa1 of our stUdents who are to engage in French 
work this summer will also take part./, Our readers are 
invited to make this service known among their French­
speaking friends. . 

FOR TORONTO 'READERS 
NEXT SUNDAY, IN 

JARVIS STREET 
DR. SHIELDS 

'11 a.m and i p,.m. 
u, ANNOCINCE,M'NT IN 

SATUUA'I itA"" 

D'· 'f "on' Miss This Spec#al Offer 
, , 
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following books as a premiuni: ' 

1. Ilak ••• y·s' Mallual of 10.1 •• eo.troveny. by Dr. R. P. Ilak ••• y. 316 "~I.S. 

2. "op.ry, i. Its Social Alp.c~~ by Dr. L P. Ilak ••• y. 326 po, ... 

3. Til. Prodl,al ad His lrot •• r. or Til. ~dvelltu ... s of a M.d.rll Yoalll M • .,. by Dr. T. T. Shl.lds. 
132 pa,." ' , 

'4. The Prl .. t. ne Woman a.d T •• Cuf ••• lon.l. by Fa.r CIII.lqay. 144 po, ... 
" , 

All "ut ''Tho " ...... 1 ,!lnd HI. 'rothor" wore out of print .nd Vou m.y ~rdor tho p.p .... nd one ., tho "00'" .ont you for 
uno .. taln."lo lind wor, republl.het! lI.y THE GOSfiE1 WITNESS. a month·. trial without ·Mndlnl .ny monoy. If you .re "not •• tl.fled 

Vou may choo.o .ny ono of tho four •• a premium. If you w!luld , roturn tho book or .ond ,u. $1.00 and wo will ch.r.o you nothlnl 
IIko .ny or all of tho othor .... k •• you may havo thom .t ono dollar each. for tho pa,., for tho month. 

ORDER FORM 

la) Please send to, the undersigned for one mon~h's trial THE GOSPEL WITNESS and Premium 'No. _________ _ 

Ib) Please send, THE' GOSPEL WITNESS and Premium No. ____ ,;-...,_~ __ .0 the undersigned for which find $3.00 
enclosed. 

let: And 01.0 books (or book' numb ...... __________ for which find $ ____________ ... d ...... 

~AME _______ - - ----- - --- -------------- - - - - - - -'- -'- --::. ------ ----- ---------- --- -----

A.Dliss ________________________________________ ~ ______ ----~--------------~~ ___ _ 
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