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.~ &"lived a keener obseryer than the author.of the book
of Proverbs

SN Here ig one-of his “proverbs: “He that is first,in his own

" eth him.” .
o ~The man *who presents h1s case flrst to- people of open
. mlnds, procures ‘for hlmself a great advantage, at least

+” " temporarily.
) _-have judicial minds." They beheve, without question,
L . ;the first story tha=t 1s4told them ;1and thé man who takes
T .07 “pains to tell- his. story first w1ll alimost certainly’ plead

R ..~ +his cause on’ the ground that it is ]ust ‘The person ‘hear-
ing.it, knowmg nothing to the oontrary, i1s disposed to

: accept the statement’/at its face value, and too often,

4 - having heard the story, closes the book, or, 1o use an-

other’ figure, pulls ‘down the blind and locks. the door. ,

"+ ... He“las heard all there i§ to, hear on -that partlcular
s % . . subject; -and he thinks h:e has arrlved -at fmahty
R "The '‘miodern’ newspaper fias learned the psychology of -

s they splash lthe 'thory on: the front page, and. nme ‘out of °
. . ten 'people, readmg it, believe every word of it. * It may
T be°wholly untrue, or-only-partially true. But 1n our day '
i (it is, virtually 1mposs1ble to get a newspaper to .correct
L. Lits .error, and to make.an apology for a mls-sta'tement
~« '+ [ Trey-depend upon- .the shortness of the public' fnemory.
SV 'They have told thejr’ story, ‘the people have assumed it
- © s Just -arid the mattér is closed. In not a few instances
~ there is.no truth:in 1t and even when-it 1s partlally true,
" it is-offen so presented' as to’ constitute ‘an untruth

( o Whatof it?. ;The v1ct1m must accept the mJustlce thh )

R whatever ~res1gnatlon he can commahd; and ‘thereafter.

- " he will’ meet w1th many, -many people Whom he had -re-

garded as friends; who either pass him by w1thout any

. . _recognitien; or con'tent themselves with a cold and in-
" . 7 'hospitable nod. -

K Herem lies the deadhness of the habit of ev1l-speak1ng

' So many people speak without makmg the slightest effort

. to aseertam ‘whether what they-say is true or not. - Per-

.* haps we may risk an old story of 'a woman who con-

o fessed to her- priest that she had seriously slandered a

v neighbour, without havirig any factiial ground: for the

S " glander. As penance, the “priest prescribed that she

PR should go out and pluck a dozen or more 'thlstle heads,

S About the Man Who Tells Hls Story F|rst
i IT IS scarcely an exaggera'tlon to say that there never-

, . There ‘is an “X:ray -quality- about, his, ob."
O "servatlons wh1ch ‘leads one to the very heart of a matter.

cause seemeth Just but h1s nelghbour cometh and- search- :

A very very small proportlon ‘of people

Solomon 8 observatlon +When they have a catse to plead:

which- were then in .downy, bloom. She d1d 80 carefu]ly,
and brought them back to the priest. - . )

"It wag a windy.- day, and again he. told her to go out,

"‘htmtate i‘ |

into the w1nd and wave her bunch of downy thistle heads

untii there was not a-bjt of down remaining’; and then
to’ return to-him. When she’ returned and reported that
she ‘had -obeyed ‘the order, he said, “Now go and gather
up all those thistle-downs with the seed at the end of.
* them.”s . Of. course she ‘declared that thdt would be an
‘impossibility: - The priest agreed, and added,
can you ever recall the-evil words you have spoken, nor
undo the wrong you have committed.” - .

.Our Lordssald “(For) every idle word that men s'hall

. speak they shall lgrlve account thereof in the day of.,
Judgment" - And-again He said; “By -thy words thou_
shalt; be Justlfled and by thy words thou shalt_ be con-
demned.” ,
S0; then,” the just are permanently v1ct1m1zed and

“Neither °

o\
g

w1thout redress? Noj they are not. Here is the rest of '

" the- proverb
h1m
' Here ‘and there are people who. do not take for granted

“But hls neighbour cometh and searcheth

_the fimith of everything. they hear or réad. Here and. _

there we fmd people who “prove all thmgs (and) hold-
fast that which is good.” ‘
There are people who weigh such stones in reasonable
balances:
' induiries. - After: a, while they, begin to- ask for .proof:
“(The) "neighour- cometh and- searcheth him”.: And so
the evil tale-bearer is at last dlscovered 1den't1f1ed and’
" exposed for what he really is.

say of us: Neither they nor we. can do anythmg against
the truth .but only for the truth. There is a proverblal-
1saying ‘4o the effect that “murder will out”, which, in

e

The fact i 1s we really need not worry about what people :

They analyze them, then' they begin to make -

principle, means ev1l .and falsehood have a way of commg .

to: the surface and proclaammg themselves

Jn the same chapter the wise man- 1mp11c1tly admon-
ishes. us: “He that answereth a matter before he heareth
it, it-is folly and “shame unto him”. The man: who thus
answers -without full kriowledge of the fact, and allows
his partial: knowledge. to determine his attitude toward
a person or a cause, answering the matter before he has

"heard all.that. might Bé heard of it, ultlmately dxscovers .

the t;ru'th “I't is folly 'and ghame unto h1m ’

‘-‘/ N
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QUEBEC LOOKS BACK -

HE motto of the Province-of Quebec is “Je me sou-
viens”: “I Remember”. The memory of which it
boasts is its French and Catholic origin. This explaing
many things about our neighfouring province, among
which are the following. .
“Quebec’s Civil Law Ought to Conform
- to Canon Law!”

In the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Quebec,'
a member for Quebec City has demanded: certain improve-
.ments in the marriage laws of the province. He called

attention to the fact that in two recent judgments in the |
marriages contracted by Roman .
Catholics before a Protestant minister had been declared ,

courts of Quebec,

legal. These decisions, said the ardent nationalist mem-
ber  of parliament, come into conflict with “our” Code
of Canon Law, arid this ought not to be so in the “Catho-
lic Province.of Quebec”. He contended that ‘‘the Civil
Code of the Province ought to be amended in such a

way as to prescribe that a Catholic priest authorized by |

his bishop is the sole official competent to celebrate a
‘marriage between 'two Catholics.”

The implications of this outrageous demand are that

Canadian citizens of the Province of Quebec ought not.

to be given the liberty to choose who shall' perform ‘their
marriage ceremony. - The logic of this would mean that
if Roman Catholics cannot be validly married by a
Protestant minister, neither can anyone else. This is the
principle that is operative in Spain where it is held
according ‘to the same Code of Canon Law, that ‘“once a
Catholic, always a Catholic”, hence an individual has no
" power to withdraw his allegiance from the church of his
parents to join the church of his choice. It denies to the
subject the right to choose his own religion. If this un-
reasonable law had-been in foree in ancient days, Saul
would not have been free to forsake the religion of his
forebears to become the Apostle to the Geéntiles, Con-
stantine would not have been permitted to forsake heath-
enism, nor Augustine to be converted from Manichaeism.

‘ ]

No Freedom for Heretics in Quebec!

The Quebec Minister of Labour provided-another ex-
ample of the way in which Quebec remémbers_ its Roman
Catholic origins. Speaking before the alumni of a Roman
Catholic school, Hon., Antonio Barrette preached the
papal doctrine of no hber*ty for heretics in its authentic
form. He is reported to have said that “True liberty
forbids and prevents the doing of evil and the teaching
of error.”
allow the doing of evil or the teaching of error would be

to encourage ‘“licence” rather than to respect liberty. .

All this has a familiar ring as it is nothing but a para-
phrase of the papal Bull Libertas Praestantissimum. The
only interest that attaches to it is that a minister of
the King, duly elected by democratic processes, should
proclaim a dogma that strikes at the root of free speech
and liberty of worship. . According to this view, it is
the Roman Catholic Church which is the | supreme arbiter
as to what constitutes error, and that church invariably
rules that all who disagree with her are heretics and hence
have no rights. To allow them to speak-or to preach is,
according 'to the pope and the Quebec Minister of Labour,
quite as unreasonable as it would be to allow men to do
wrong. . \ g
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He then explained himself by saying that to -

N The Duplessis Bridge Collapses

Several lives were lost when the Duplessis- bridge on
the Montreal-Quebec Highway. collapsed and fell into the
river. This bridge is in Mr. ]?uplessis’ own riding and
bears his name. When he opened it he is credited with
boasting that his government.was as solid as the great
bridge. Now he ascribes its fall™e mean the bridge’s
fall, to ‘“sabotage”.
planations forthcoming, although the “sabotage’ has heen
leisurely and deliberate in its action as the bridge has
already 'undergone extensive repairs, though it has been
built only a few years ago.. In the past there have been
many rumours of “graft” and inférior workmanship. It
will bé a relief to the taxpayers in our neighbouring
provinee to be informed of the real cause of the weak-

- ness of the Duplessis bridge and at the same time to

learn that the government headed by its namesake is,
according to his own prognostication, about to tumble
down. We regret that the Hon. Maurice Duplessis
neglected to tell his constituents whether the “saboteurs”
of his bridge were Communists, “Jehovah’s Witnesses”,
Ohrlstlan Brethren, or Baptists. So far as we know
none of these pestiferous sects was discovered holding
open-air meetings on the ice of the river at midnight
when the bridge toppled down.—W.S.W. N

) S : -
AN “OLD-TIME SUBSCRIBER” WRITES -

THE GoOSPEL WITNESS, Saginaw, Michigan,
Dear Friends: Jan. 3rd, 1951.

Herewith find enclosed cheque for renewal subscription
to THE GOSPEL WITNESS AND PROTESTANT ADVOCATE.

As an old-time subscriber, and now a retired Bapbxst
,pastor, I still appreciate very much THE GosPEL WITNESS,
“and the very able and most inspiring Protestant messages
of Dr. T. T. Shields. I wish more pastors were rendenng
a like ministry.

THE GoSPEL WITNESS is certainly a most timely ministry
for these days.

May God's richest bless'mg be upon its testimony, as I
behe've it is.
Yours fraternally, in Christ,

)

There have been no further ex-

Y
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The Elﬁmiz Street Pulpit
AN AWE-INSPIRING . TEXT

A A Sermon by the Pastor,Dr T. T. Shields
Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist -Church. Toronto, Sunday Evening, January 28th ‘1951

(Electrically Recorded)

;

“Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and N
some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your -
synagogues,’ and, persecute them from city to city:

That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the

* blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye:

slew between the temple and the altar.

Verily I say untoe you, All these t‘hmgs shall céme upon ‘thls generation.”—

" Matt. 23:34-36.

“When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was
made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am

innocent of the blood of this just person:

see ye {o it.

/ Then answered all .the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on our

children.”—Matt. 27:24, 25.

“And when they had brought them, they set them be'fore the council: and the

high priest asked them, .

Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this
name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring

this man’s ‘blood upon us.”

THIS world is full of wonders, and I have had the
privilege of seeing just a very -few of them. For
example, I have spent days in the British Museum, and
have wished that I could live there altogether for a few
years.
Art Gallery in Paris, I spent a whole day, and came away
feeling -that I had seen nothing; I had had time only to
glance at some of the works of the world’s great masters.
I have seen a few different countries, with their won-

_ ders, the Taj Mahal in Indla, the Pyramids in Egypt.

A little over a year ago, a year and a week of so, when
I boarded-a plane at Darwin in Austraha, the pilot said
to me, “I will call you when the sun is about to come up,
and I want you to come in to the cockpit and see it.”
We were up 'twenty- ne or twenty-two thousand feet
when he’ called me. - When I went in, he vacated his seat,
and I sat where he, had been sitting. Of course there

was another pllot lookmg after things; the big four- -

motored plane was not left to ‘the tender mercy of my
ignorance: The sun came up, and we were over four
miles above the earth. In every direction there was a
wide expanse of fleecy clouds — the sun came above
them, and looked at them. I am not going to try to
describe the gilded glory, I couldn’t, and I do not think
anyone else could. But I recalled the marvellous ines
of the nineteen-year—old Pilot-Officer John Gillespie
Magee who was Kkilled in December, 1941:

Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of eart-h
And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings:
Sunward I'vé climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth
Of sun-split clouds—and done a hundred things
You have not dreamed of—wheeled and soared and
swung
High in 'the sunlit silence. Hovering there
I've chased the shouting wind along, and flung
My eager craft through footless halls of air.
Up, up the long, delirious, burning blue :
T've topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace
Where never lark, nor even eagle flew—
And, while with silent lifting mind I've trod
The high, un-trespafsed sanctity of space,
Put out my. hand and touched 1Jhe face of God.

-

—Acts 5:27, 28.

The first time I visited the Louvre, the great

Well, I have seén a few things, I have had a few
experiences like that, but they are as nothing to me,
great as they are, compared with the wonders of this
Holy Book. I told those of you who were here this morn-
ing that I was going to try to speak a little this evening
upon a text upon which I have looked with wonder and
with awe all my ministerial life, but upon which I have
never presumed even to try to preach. All I can hope to do
this evening is to invite you into the cockpit, and per-
haps if you can see the sunrise, and gaze upon the won-
ders of-Pivine revelation, though we may not understand
it all, we may at least reverently bow and worship.

~» A Revelation of God in Nature

You all know that- the Scriptures teach there is a
revelation of God in nature, in the material universe.
The Bible says, “The invisible things of him from the
creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood
by the things that are made, even his eternal power and
Godhead; so thgt they are without excuse.” There is a
revelation of God in nature sufficiently comprehensive to
leave gvery human soul without excuse at the judgment
bar. Many things are there superficially revealed; we
see His wisdom. “O Lord, how manifold are thy works!
in wisdom hast thou ‘'made them all.” And we can see
His power too. The students told me of Dr. McCaul's
telling them about hearing John MacNeil, the famous
John, who Was briefly at ‘Cooke’s Church, read the fortieth
chapter of Isaiah, that marvellous chapter, upon which
I try to get the students to exercice themselves some-
times. Mr. MacNeil was reading that chapter, when
a great thunder storm burst. Just as ‘he came to
{ one verse there was a terrific peal of thunder which

shook the whole building, and Mr. MacNeil paused, and

said, “Aye, that is the Almighty underlining His own
Word.” And so it was. He does in nature underline
His-own Word. ' Lo

Even the goodness of God is there revealed: “He left
not himself without witness', in that he did good, and
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gave us ram from heaven, and fru1tful seasons, flllmg
our hearts with food- and gladness

R ‘ber, too, that our Lord H1mselt‘ spoke of His prov1dent1al
+ . Care, clothmg the grass'of the field, maklng the hly to
. .grow; caring for the .birds and the sheep "And all this

' . He attributed to a .transcendent pérsonal God: ““Your -

+ 7.~ heavenly Father feedeth them,”. not: Nature, but' “Your

. heavenly Father feedeth them.”- ;

Lt So I say that the. revelation of God in Nature 1s deep”

: -'enough ‘and high enough and broad enough. to réveal '
" “His eternal power and Godhead” in such a Way as ‘to’
"~ leave - His human creatures w1thout excusé”, - But I
wonder if He ‘might not have said of the - economy‘ of
- ‘ -Nature, as He said. of the economy-of Grace, .1 have yet
" . many thmgs to say uhto’ you, but :ye cannot bear them
now.” We: read this evening of the “path whlch no fowl
"knoweth, and which the vulfire’s eye hdth not .seen.
‘We read of ‘the diligent -search. for the. duscovery and

' * ‘identification of, that .path; -for whatever. more there

" iight be. in nature to teach us: about God. - But I° wonder

" | if there are not .deeper things.in natire.than we have
) seen"

, use; and 1 want to recite it to yousn T f_": EEx

PPN

S . . “The Voxce of God's Creatuon found e

Perplexed 'midst hope and fear; .. » - -
,For rthough His sunshine flashed’ around me,
.His storms at. tlmes drew: near e
. : And I.said — - N
«o7 . ¢ O that I knew ‘where He. a!bldeth' ‘ A
o - ' . For doubts beset our_lot, B g
Lo .- . And lo! His glorious faceé, ¢’ hlde-t'h
- .~ - _ And men“perceive it not.- -. =

4

* "ihe Voice of Gbd's: Protectlon 'told me .
’ He loveth all He: made;)' . o
I séemed to feel His abms entold me, el
. © And yet was half.afraid: :
v . And I said —

' A Ot‘hatIknewtw’hereImlghtfmd Hrm'

.* ¢ _ His eyé would guide me right:
He leaveth countless tracKs. behmd I—Irm,
I Yet passeth out of. s1ght
© ' “The Vo1ce of’ Conscrence sounded nearer,
It stirred my inmost breast: - TS
But though its tones were -fmner, clearer, :
’Twas not 'l:'he vo1ce of rest:, - oL
And I said— .
S 0 that I knew if He forg\iv_’eth' IR

A ~

: ". : .o '- < My soul is faint within,

PR
Because -in grievous fear it -11veth v
Of wages due to:.sin. -’ S~ ‘

"‘It was the Voice of Revelatlon

HE \ ~
.- .That met my utmost néed;. . U
° R 'Fhe wondrous message of salvatron T
N . * Was joy-and .peace mdeed A
S ' And'I said— .

e U O how 1 Tove’ the- sacred, pages; -
A ) .. From,which such tidings- flow,
oo ¥ . "As monarchs patmarchs, poets, sages, ’
: . ! Have longed m v-am to know' S0 e
. ‘ ) . X
“For now is’life a lucrd story, AL S

. .And death a rest in ‘Him, _°' - L
. And all is bathed in light and" glory, S
.- - - That once was dark or dim: . R

lAnd I said —
. 'O’ Thou who dost my soul dellver, O
And-all its hopes unlift; L
Give me.a tongue to praxse the leer,
, ". ‘A heart to prize the -0t S
L Yes, all that may come -to’ us,’ “but Nature S, revelatlon
- itself; leaves us.without -excuse:

: © end from the begmnmg knew that famt markmgs of

Youwwill remem- .

'deeper tha/mour fathers knew.. -, "

There is a ‘hymn here, it is in-a book. we used to; .

- unaided understandmg of s1ght or. sound.
' angels to! help us' to adore. Hijm, and speak of the _sug and -
" moon- rejoicing |} before. Him,- ag “dwellers all in fime and .'~*
T space”—but 'what do we know of tlme and space? We.
- mouth great words—we say” that ' God is- omnipresent,
' ubxqultous, that is, He is everywhere ‘present, and you ‘ ::-

~ not identical.

- mean an excuse

the path whlch no . fowl knoweth” mlght yet be d1s-
covered by.man h1mself in‘a further, déeper study ofi - - .
- Ndture.. Surely ‘Nature’s. revelation is profounder and '

Years -, ago --when - Marconi first announced h1s
successful transmlssxoni of . W1reless electric - s1gnals
across the” Atlantlc, I. preached a’ sermon.on “Wirgless' -
Telegraphy” January the 12th 1902, as an jllustration
-of fthe posslblhtles of prayer.. I was in Hainilton’ at the . -
tinle; and- the Hamilton: Spectator asked for the. ‘manu-,

_8eript, and. publisheéd it in extenso., But oh, how alpha- S

"betical that; was, .how.’ slmple' We "do "not ‘talk about

wireless 'telegraphy -any more, do wel Since then science ' : -

. has. opened many‘doors of knowledge, whlch leaves us-still
less excusable But mark" what I say: Sciénce supplies .’
us ‘with’ 'knowledlge, but it doés not. 1nterpret the spmtual

: s1gn1f1cance ‘of. 'those 1tems of knowledge;. that is the

prerogatlve ‘of "the Holy - Sp1r1t whether in Nature .or = . .

,in Grace Science discloses the: facts. of physical phen: .’

. ¢mena, ‘and the -devout’ mlnd by the 1llum1nat10n of’ the L

Spmt -must ‘make its own deductions..-

“cellor of the Dutch Embassy for' forty years in Pe1p1ng,
. January 12th m Collmgswood N.J.. There ‘were many °
" ministers® there, and among them the ‘successor of the. .
great Dr.. Machen He -came to me afterwards and-said,. A

tlon in a single- sentence:” .Why, of .course.- It is, s1mply
th1s——that Christ is the Truth, the Norm: ¥ “to, whlch all
thlngs must be- brought for .appraisal;- and w1thout a.
knowledge of ‘Whom we can know nothmg, flnally and
absolutely e .

‘The telesoope has. done wonders, and the mxcroscope

.las done wonders, and the laboratory« has; accomplished, _.;“' .

great -vthmgs The telescope has -traversed. thé ‘infinite -

“"§pades; the mlcroscope has delvedu into the infinitesimal, .
* and the laboratory has' analyzed everything, rand put-

- things 1n°orde1:,that are ent1rely beyond. the réach of the -
We. exhort ‘the

'cannot escape His preserce. But: space separates.physical

v .entities notw1thstand1ng, there'is a difference: between - .

“the .poles, and.our- ‘latitade: and that of the tropics are
Most people. in. - this coun'try and the Qn1ted
-States use the; word _alybi erroneously. . Alibi ‘ddes not ~ "
"The word alibi etymologlcally is akin -
- to_alias, somebody else, and -alibt means other, somewhere
. else, elsewhere "If. ‘a man .accused' of a crime that was-
commxtted in Toronto proyes that he ‘was not.in. Toronto
at the t1me, but. was somewhere else, he establishes an’’/ .,

.- alsbi, and cannot be convicted. But: sclence‘makes seem-

ing allbls, and may make. it-appear that one is in. more . .~
than one place at once.- When .you.have flown around the
" world, and-here and there on this. Contment and else-.
where, you begin to wonder ‘if there is such a’ thing as.,
spaee the world shrmks to'very small d1mens1ons :

N

RS

The Infmlteslmal Becomes Ommpotent s

We used to. speak :almost contemptuously of an atom e
If T were o, ask a_.school. boy, “What is. an. atom?”’ he

.And He Who sees' the. “would,say, ‘It is the' smallest: particle of matter; it-is the’

thmg that is 8o small it cannot be d1v1ded ” Now, that

- :.: - e T .

i
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I preached ‘at’ the funeral of Chancellor Kok Chan- St

“You: gave .me’ ‘the Whole ph1losophy -of Christian ‘educa-~ * " -

- °
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" .is as'old as creatlon

. and deeper and more broadly than some: others
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smallest part1cle of matter ‘has become a thmg that makes
the whole. world: tremble.. The earth is. térrified by its,
own potent1a11t1es ‘the world has become affaid of 1tself
- We are - learmng somethmg of: the. sens1t1v1ty of the
physlcal universe. Unbeheversr have invoked science.as

But sc1ence let us say the science of physics, may some
day.be. put in the box as'a ‘witness for God:-

Radlo——these are commonplaces—carrles ‘a wh1sper
around the world by a- medium, pleise to remember, that -
Telev1s10n outruns the felescope,
and brlngs an 1mage from the remotest bounds of this’ -
planet; and’ exposes .it before your reyes. . Both of thém
annihilate time: and space. Recordmg sclence enables ‘@t
voice-to speak from.a-huridred places at ornce, so that one

. man can become..a. hundred .and he may be heard évery- -

‘where: throughout the world, :until : it becomes\ difficult
tor say where the _man Himself- really is. And it makes it -
poss1ble for any. ‘mdn; being* dead {0 -yet speak I read
in‘a radio magazme ‘some years ago, before this sc1ence

©oof” recordmg had reached: ifs’ present perfectlon, of the' . -
) broadcast of a certain program which went ‘out into the - ". .
“infinite spaces, -and was lost: somewhere in the- strato- -
_ sphere, and-then by some strange -means that no scientist

could understand' it drifted back within the range of
the radio wayes,’ and a year after. it was broadcast: it was
heard in-its: perfectmn May’ we~ yet learn .that. all of
l1fe has been automatically recorded and all brought

within a " limitiéss. present? 9

I spoke to you-at the turn; of the year from thls text——
I did not’ understand it then, and i do not understand it .

. now; nelther do you, but listen to it: “T know that, what-
s soever God doeth ‘it shall be for. ever; nothing can- be

puf to it, nor any. thmg taken from it : and God. doeth it,
that ‘men : should fear' before h1m That whlch“hath been
is, now; and' that -which 'is to be hath: already been;'and.’'
God requ1reth that which is past ” You remember that’
great,passage ih, Revelation- ‘were an ai'igel syore-by Him
that livetli foréver that “time shall'be no, longer” What'
does 'that mean? -
a while; our lives- will 1ot be measured by- the, risé and |

set of-'sun; \there- will. b’e no tlme Can you- cbnce;ve f -
that" There is One of Whoim it is said, “Who only. hiath *
1mmorta11ty i May the! 1mmorta1 ‘spirits vsiluch He-hlas..

created withinjus find some klnshlp to Hiin?_dnd may -

we yet learn that tlme after all -is a mirage, an-illusion;, ~ |

and that really .tlme already is no longer" o e

The Moral and’ Splrltual ‘Worlds Not Less Sensmve
~ » . Than the Physical

" Why:have I.said. all this?” To suggest that the ‘moral '

and spiritual ;worlds are not less sensitive, nor less a“:
_unity- than. the: phys1cal that.our largér krowledge of -

" the physical world mcreases our responsibility, even on -/

purely natural grounds, for it gives us a still clearer view *

of .His eternal, power- ‘and 'Godhead: “Let me quote 1t

again: “The 1nv1s1ble things' of him’ from’ the creation:

of the -world are clearly seen; being understood. by the -
things that are made And:. so. that leaves’all, mankind-

utterly without any excuse, and r1pe for the rlghteous

judgment of God . .

‘Poets are- kinsmen to. the prophets(, they See further
Hence,
there is 'often sounder theology in the hymns than there is
in the pu1p1t ~In; some churches the hymns are about
all you'’get: - I wonder sometlmes why they stlll smg

[
their defense for .refusing to believe Divine revelation. .

a. wrtness
not for.the defense'but for the prosecution. '

- These watches w1lll be . 1io’ good after .

c1p1es
e ough to have reached it ‘and left it, perhaps you will

: oontlnue, unchanged.

1

them I love to read and study these hymns, and ging -
them Ovér, as well Jas 1 can, .to myself Were you ever
afraid of a. hymn hke this: =~ -

4 e “Wel limit not the trut'h of God

- To .our poor reach of ming,
By notions of our day and. sect,

‘Crude, partial, and confined; .
.1 v - No, let a néw and better hope'

. . _:Within .our hearts ‘be stirred:

The' Lord hath- yet more light and truth
To .break forth 'from His word.” . k.

- l-‘
-

(There can be no obJectlon ‘to such “light and truth”

s, shall “break forth from His word.”) . . o
’ .‘, AN “Who dares ‘to bind to his dull sense

tu . The oracles of heaven, g
. For: all the nations; tongues, and chmes,. ,
- . And.all the.ages.given? . ..
o That universe, how" much tunknown! :
That ocean unexp,lored' v
et The Lord hath'yet more light and truth
e o To break forth from. His word.

wDarkl'mg our, great forefathers ‘went
The first -steps“of. the way; "
"Twas -but the dawnmg, yet t6 grow,

wor Irito ‘the perfect day. )

g ! And grow: 1t shall; our glorious Sun -
: . More fervid rays afford: . .
et The ‘Lord hath yeét more -light and trut'h

<" . To break forth from His word.

P . “The valleys passed; ascending ‘still

" QUr souls would higher climb, - - g
- Andlook dowrkfrom supernal hexghts
. On all the bygone time. - . .
- '\ T Upward we press — the air is clear, st
. -And the sphere-music heard: )
The Lord hath.yet more light and truth
.o o To break rfort‘h from His word.

L.

N

" Us, increase from ‘above; .-
“ Enlarge and light our little minds

-And mhake us-to go on to know, 7 °
i o, With nobler powers conferred, ) v
RIL The Tord hath yet more light and truth
A - To break forth from His word.”

As tie spade ‘of the archaeologlst and' the d111gent .
mvestlgatlons of grammarian and the textual critic, have
" all.beén' used of God -to"throw. more light upon His word, |
L verlly beheve that in the days when God shall .permit

uecrets", every ohie of them -will help us to understand
God’s word better. All T can do is. to namé some prm—
"Have I been long in reachinig my text? Time

say. . Bit what I have 'said is ‘the background of my
expos1tlon I call _your attentlon 'to certain principles.

v THE TIMELESSNESS AND UNITY OF DIVINE REVELATION

“Behold, I send unto you prophets . . .” 'From Eden .
" to, the- judgmetit, it is all. here, Carrled forward into .
the New “Testament : “God, who' at sundry times and in .

_dlvers manners spake in time past unto the fathera by - -
.the prophets, hath in these last ‘days spokern unto us by

his Son,” And the testimony of Divine revelation from

"Eden to-the last syllable of recorded time is, and will ..
"God speaks the same word. He'is *
* not like His alleged v1car, the infallibe pope, who is |
f_always ‘building. up some new doctrine;

“always _the . ,
sa_me and yet changmg all the-time. No! Adormgly we -

N ¢

. “0 Father, Son and Spirit send " g I

To ‘comprehend Thy love: S

\ A

men’ 6 wrest" from- Nature’s heart still. more' of her ' 1

.
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exg:laim, “Thou art the same, and Thy years shall ‘not
fail.” At last He speaks in compléteness'and finality .

in the Person of His Son. Listen: “Last of all he sent
unto them his son.” Jesus Christ is the Divine |u\1'timat:|,_1m
to a rebellious race. There is His word; the condition
of peace is unconditional surrender. God’s word does not
change.

' II.

Then I direct your attention to another principle—
" THE TIMELESSNESS AND INESCAPABLE RESPONSIBILITY OF
UNBELIEF. By human and temporal standards each gen-
eration has been an accessary before the fact to the rejec-
tion of the Divine testimony of that day. The word was
there, and before the fact it was réejected; but by the
" timeless standards of 'the moral constitution of things;
each succeeding generation has been an accessary both
before and after the fact. You know the legal signifi-
_cance of those terms, do you not? A man who is an acces-
sary to a crime before the fact, before it'was committed,
is held to be guilty of the crime itself, and the man who
is an accessary after the fact, who approved and con-
doned, and perhaps aided and gave comfort to the crim-
inal, before the law also, even in our courts of justice,
is’heéld to be culpable. The murderers of Christ accepted
responsibility. Pilate brought water and washed. his
hands, and said, “I am innocent of ‘the blood of this just
person.” Could he wash'it? Do you know your Shakes-
peare? You remember how Lady-MacBeth was. going
to wash her hands, and wash the daggers, and so on, but
MacBeth hears the knocking, and asks: : ‘
' “Whence is that knocking?
How is't with me, when every noise appals me?
What hands are here? ha! they pluck out mine eyes.
Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash. this blood
‘Clean from my hand? No, this my hand will rather
The multitudinous seas incarnadine, .
Making the green one red.” |

Yau cannot wash out blood. I do not know the chemical
constitution of it. You know how often you have read
in a murder case of how every effort has been made to
expunge ‘the stain of blood; but it will not come, out.
““Now,” said these who added to the rejection of the
Divine testimony all down through the ages theéir rejec-
tion"of Christ—when Pilate washed his hands, they said,
“His ;blood be on-us, and on our -children.” When the
murderers of Christ, the Sanhedrin, heard the preaching
of the ‘Gospel they said, “Did we not straitly command
you that ye should not teach in this name?” Now listen
—*“And, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doc-
trine, and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.”
They .instinctively recognized that the rejection of!the
doctrine involved them in the guilt of the blood of Christ.

II1.

Consider too, THE TIMELESSNESS AND INESCAPABILITY
oF DIVINE JUuSTICE! You cannot get away from it. Abel’s
blood! Do you remember what God said?—I wonder if

it may not -yet be proved to_be scientifically.and physi- .

cally true—“The voice of thy brother’s blood crieth unto
me from the ground.” It reached the very throne of
"Heaven. - N : .

" " Last Thursday évening we looked at the story of the
‘stoning of Zacharias, who was slain between the sanctu-

- ary and the altar. As the godly prophet was dying. he

" said, “The Lord look upon it, and require it.” They said,

“We have finished with' him,” but they hadn’t. . Jesus -

" said, “All the righteous blood . . . from the blood - of

]

?igh't.eous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias.....” All of
it shall be required! What sort of blood? . You know
blood analysts distinguish between different types. You

who have offered ‘your blood for a blood transfusion or

for plasma know what that means; they, have to find the

blood of a particular type for a particular person. The

greatest of all blood analysts is the One Who “hath made
of one blood all nations of men for to dwéll on all the face
of the earth.” What sort of blood is He .talking about
hene? “Righteous blood”. Not .innocent, but righteous
-blood. What does that mean? It means the very life-tide
which flowed from the hearts of men, who did righteous-
ly before God; and the very righteousness which -they
wrought out in the siglit of God flowed in their blood—it
was righteousness in solution; and when théy shed that
bloo¢'i they murdered, not Abel, not Zacharias—they mur-
dered righteousness. They put it to death. They said, “We
will ‘have none of it.” Then they added to all their in-
iquity the murder of Him, “Who did no sin, neither was
guile found in his mouth.” The Righteous One, the
eternal Source of all righteousness, came, and they
killed Him, poured out His blood: “First being by inter-
pretation King of righteousness, and after that King of
Salem, which is, King of peace.” ’

“What Is the Meaning of, “This Generation”?

What about it? “Verily T say unto you, All these
- things shall come upon.this generation.”” What does
that word mean? It does not mean a period of time,
an era, or an epoch. It means a human quality: Y0
generation of. vipers, who hath warned you to flee from
the wrath to come?” ““An evil and adulterous generation
seeketh after a sign.” “All these things shall come upon
this generation.” Of course it did temporarily, at the
destruction of Jerusalem; and it shall come upon the
generation' of unbelievers who are of their father the

devil, independently of time.

» +But look again, ‘and observe, THE' TIMELESSNESS AND
ETERNAL CONCORDANCE OF REVELATION IN NATURE AND
IN GRACE, What G{od has said in Nature stands forever:
“I know ithat, whatsoever God dyeth, it shall be for ever.”
What God has said in Grace stands forever: “For ever, O
Lord, thy word is settled in heaven.” “There is a terrible

“word in Peter’s second epistle, and I venture to suggest

.that perhaps it is scarcely probable that anyone here
-has ever considered the significance of it. It has new
significance in this dreadful day: “For' this they will-
ingly are ignorant of, that BY THE WORD OF GoOD the
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the
- water and in-the water: Whereby the world that then
was, being overflowed with water, perished.” Now listen
—The heavens and the earth. “The heavens declare the

glory of God”; “The earth is full of the goodness of the )

. Lord.”—*“But the heavens and the carth; which are now,

 BY. THE SAME WORD are kept in store, reserved unto fire

against: the day-of judgment and perdition of ungodly
men.” Have you pondered that third chapter of Second
Peter, about the “elements (melting) with fervent heat”;

- itis enough to make anybody afraid. In this atomic age.

we are able the more clearly to understand that this
whole earth is combustible, and is reserved by the word
- of ‘God, -under control. You read-about “atomic control”.

- HE IS THE CONTROLLER. ‘‘By the same word . . . reserved

unto fire against thé day-of judgment and.perdition of
ungodly men.” When He shall “let the lifted .thunder

* February 8, 1951 _
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drop”, and the heaven is rolled back as a scroll, and the
earth, and all that is in it, i3 burned up—then we shall
understand the meaning of such a dreadful Scripture
as that which I have used for a text this evening. Oh,
. re-
served unto fire!” You read of the Korean war, and
the discussions as to whether atomic warfare should be
indulged in, whether the atom bomb should drop, and
Governments talk about it, and argue about it. The

Sovereign Lord of all will ask no one’s permission when

He goes forth to judgment.. That is a terrible picture,
is it not?. All that blood, the blood of Christ, and all
other righteous blood, shall be required of a generation
of unbelievers. .

V.

Think now of THE TIMELESSNESS AND ETERNAL ADE-
QUACY OF THE ATONEMENT OF CHRIST.

Can you tell e what kind of salvation people need
who are exposed to that dang‘er" Can you suggest any
means of escape from that judgment? When He had
said this, you remember, He added: “O Jerusalem, Jeru-
salem," thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them
which are sent unto thee, how often-would I have gath-
ered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her
chickens- under her wings, and ye would not! . Behold,
your house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you,
Ye shall not see me henceforth, till he shall say, Blessed
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.”

Who can pay this debt? Whose blood can atone for

the sins of a wicked race such as ours? Who can change

the moral constitution of the universe, which is_ really
a transcript of the Divine nature? You could as soon
change the nature of God as you could change the inex-
orable laws of the moral universe.

God being what He is, from everlasting to everlasting
the same, surely it is a matter of inexorable logic that if
"salvatioh comes from anywhere, it must come from Him;
if there is blood anywhere to purge the stain of all the

righteous blood that has been shed, if there is anything.

to obliterate it, IT MusT BE THE BL0OOD OF THE RIGHTEOUS
ONE HIMSELF. THAT IS THE GOSPEL. “For he hath made
him to be sin for us,” He took upon Himself at one and
the same time the whole of the world’s iniquity; He

bared His bosom to the storm. The sword of Divine -

Justice was sheathed in His heart, and- the blood that

. flowed opened the,fountain for sin and for uncleanness.

Perhaps in the light of these considerations we may bet-
ter understand what is written: “Ye were not redeemed
with corruptible things, as silver and gold from your
vain conversation received by tradition from your fath-
ers; but with the precious blood of Christ as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot: who verily was fore-
ordained before the foundation of the world, but was
manifest in these last days for you, who by him do believe
in God that raised him up from the dead, and gave him
glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.”
Blessed -be God there still is a fountain filled with blood.
Where did it come from? )
VEINS (God with us).. The wealth, as I have so often
said to you, of all worlds, of the whole universe, in
solution. ) .
7 “There is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins,

And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains.

“The dying ‘thief re-]oxced to see
That fountain in his day;

Drawn FROM IMMANUEL'S

" ‘his bone.”
-.places, “the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and
- .the skin covered them above,”

Can you say it? Can you wrlbe it in the past or rather
the perfect tense?

And. there have I, though vile as he,
Washed all my sins away,

If you have, you will go on to sing—

Thou dying Lamb ‘Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power

Till all the ransomed church of God
Be saved to sin no more.

E'er since by faith I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply, ‘
- Redeemmg love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die.

W-hen this poor lisping, stammering tongue
Lies silent in the grave,
- Then in a nobler, sweeter song
I'll sing Thy power to save.”

"Let us pray:

O Lord, we bless Thee for an atonement that, in time
and expiatory value, is commensurate with our sin; for the
great truth that Thou art the propitiation for our sin, and
not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world.

"Help us to trust in the blood; may we have no other trust,

for Thy Name’s sakeh Amen.

“PRAY WITHOUT CEASING”
A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields

- Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto,
Sunday Morning, January 28th, 1951
(Electrically Recorded)

“Pray without ceasing.”—1 Thess. 5:17.

“Prayer is the soul’s sincerd desire,
Uttered or unexpressed, \

The motion of a hidden fire
That trembles in the breast.

“Prayer is thg burden of a sigh,
The falling of a tear,

The upward glancing of an eye,
When none but. God is near.

“Prayer is the simplest form of speech
That infant lips can try,

Prayer the sublimest strains that reach
The Majesty on high.

“Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath,
The Christian’s native air;
His watchword at the gates of death
. He enters Heaven with- prayer.’

O WONDER, that being true, that we are exhorted to
.\ pray always, never to cease from praying. “Pray
without ‘ceasing.” A prayerless life is a godless life;
however highly cultured the mind &nay be, however ex-
emplary the outward 'character, however exalted the
position which a man may occupy among his fellows, if
he does not pray he is without God; if he is prayerless,
he is godless, whatever he has.

You will remember that in Ezekiel's vision he saw. a
valley full of bones, and he says, “There were very many .
in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry.” But he
prophesied to the bones, as he’ was commanded, “and
behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to
They became articulated in their several

but the prophet observed,

“There was no breath in them.” Assembled as they were,
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dlfferent from what they had been st1ll the questlon breathless stone 1dol m Indla, and 1t remalned there

'~ remained’ unanswered: “Son of man rcan these  bones untll the 'monkeys ‘came and ‘took’ it away, and I thought

llve ™ Bemg ‘without breath they were thhout 11fe v the monkeys showed more sense than he bemglmted people

Thus people may be brought together reh 1ously, they who .put the food into the idol’s lips; and it is vain that
may come into a certain organizational re%atlonslup to . anyone séts hlmself to a diligent, and perhaps systematic -
each other; they may put on sottie sort of, organic form; _r:ellglous stidy, éven the stud!y of’ G°d§ word, $aying,’
they ‘may ‘call themselves by a rel1glous name; ‘they. may .1 Will find ‘myself milk or strong meat.” That is well’
- call themselves a church, but if.it is.a prayerless body -’ ‘only if that exercise is-accompanied by prayer, for unless

it is a ‘godless body. No matter what:they.may have, the Soul within breathes its desires God-ward, unless God g

“what' they. may attemipt to 'do, if-they pray not, then 'they .- _the Spirit is‘the life of a.man, he will learn nothmg Many '

"they:are not fed; they do-not ‘grow’ up into ‘Christ. They
- Prayer Is Indlspensable to Llf:e , cannot so_do- unless they pray, and pray without cgasing.

Priyer.is in dispensable to.life. As we have sai d, it is. Noi can we really exercise ourselves in those good works:

* the bre'ath of life, When God had made man out-of the Whlch God ha'th before ordamed 'that we should walk in - |

A)

“breath’ of life; 'and man.became a living soul, 2 and Ahe
. life- within the, soul Was the very breath .of 'God, com-,

" dust of the- earth He “breathed into h1s nostnls the’ them . unless ds we work we pray- - - '

~,

Prayer Is a Necessary, Concomitant of Work

:

. are not in any sense Christian, and are wrthout God. :°.. people there are who study the Bible to no profif at all;«.

‘municated to the man so newly created.. But-sin entered \ ! Prayer is mdtsptmsa,ble to any worthy 'wa,lk or effectwe g

and in.the day that it entered, man ‘died; his correspor-. % work. We mist pray without- ceasing.as we work, |J“5t
dence with Deity was ended; he was driven without the - ‘a8’ you, must bireathe as you work, for if you do-not'con-
 gite; ‘And he placed| at the east .of the garden of Eden - tinue {o brea‘the ‘you will- séon - dlscontlnue your work

Cherub1ms, and a flaming sword vhich turned every way," In' whatever form of religious exerc1se we may engage,
to keep the-way of the tree of life,” from wh1ch _man,’ it nmust have in it the vital element of prayer,‘or it w11l
becaiise .of his sm, was banished. And not until’ God, be ‘without proflt to our own souls or,to'anybody. élse.. v

=.

by 'His Spirit, again breathes into the soul that.is'dead - : You know. that correct bNathtng is indispensable to *

in trespasses and sins, can he become in’reality a 11v1ng 'vocal culture, whether. for singing or for speaklng There’
-goi1l..  The cry of a new-born babe is an indisputable evi- ‘are people who speak. from ‘their throats, and o’ wonder: - _
dence of life; and prayér is the evidence of our possession ;- they ‘have’ sore throats when..they do. * That is not the
of splrltual 11fe Saul of Tarsus, 4 man of vast erudi- . way - to speak we should speak from the dxaphragm If

tion, learned in-all the doctrmes of the'law,and touching “you- speak as yoli' ought to speak you" may put the tele-

" the law, blameless, a$ far a8 his external. character. 'was " phone transmitterto your breast and- you-can be ‘heard

« .
-

concerned, breathed out t‘hreatemngs -and slaughter - jugst .as dastmctly as though you held it to. your lips, ©

- against .the disciples of the Lord. When God came to “because it A8 from there the voice properly comes. We,

"Ananids and commissioned him to go and find one Saul "must breathe properly if we are to sing properly, and if..
of Tarsus, Anamas was 'terrlfled< because he had heard ' we are to speak properly. “You cannot wltness for Christ,

" . of this man, but God said to him, “Behold, he prayeth.” <you canhot. teac‘h thé Word -of God you cannot preach

K

‘continued. I saw food pressed between the lips of & be met only as we pray.

He had ceased from ‘the saymg of ‘prayers, as_was- ‘cus~ the Gospel unléss, with it all, you pray. - Your testimony -
tomary with the Pharisees to w ich he belonged and now °should nét be ‘from the lips only; it should.come from
he actually prayed, and prayed in such a-way that. God _ . within, fromfthe heart of ‘the man. What is the sacrifice
knew’ that he prayed, for his prayer had ascended up to of praxse" It is “the frurt ‘of lips’ glvmg thanks to-His
Heaven, 'God’s dwelhng place. 'Thus when God breathes name:” ‘It is only as “in everythmg by prayer -and sup-
,into-the dead soul of a man or a woman, and the breath . : plication with ‘thanksgiving” our requests are presented
‘of | God w1th1n exercises that soul in all its functions unto " to God, we shall’ find grace to help in tlme of need or
godlmess, and ih some form or another prayer becoimes - acceptably offer the sacrlflce of pralse o

a cry, perhaps an articulate cry—“God be merciful to me, -

a sinner”—that is ‘the evidence of’ 1nward life, ‘and w1th- 'The Harder the Work the Greater the Need of Prayer

-out such evidence we may not-be sure, we have no ‘right Prayer I say, is 1nd1spensable to every form of Chris-
to assume that we are really Chnstlan if we do not pray tian service, and the more’difficult the service, then the
- more. should we pray. If.you climb the stairs hastily,
". when you reach. the top you find yourself perhaps-a little

It is not enough*that we pray once or occa,szonally The out of bredth? You.cannot,climb Wwithout ‘breathing.
continuance of life depends .upon the continuance. of You cannot ascend the hill of the Lord éxcept ds you pray,
prdyer, the continuance of bredthing. It is not enough. and pray without ceasing. - ‘And you have discovered also,

Prayer ‘Must Be Contmuous

: that the child cries, and then lapses into s11ence, it must * Sonietimes when you bend your back to.some ‘unusually- -

continue to breathe if it is to live, and so must the new- ‘heavy weight, and you strain .every muscle to lift it; and-
born soul pray; and always pray, continue to pray, or it then perhaps staggeringly carry -it a little-way and put’ °
¢aninot live., Any physician will tell you that such breath- ..it down, youfind you are out of breath. Why? You
ing is mdlspensable to life. I know that we need food; need a deeper and a. stronger breath to llft that‘heav1er
the babe must have milk, and as it grows it must have . weight.

stronger food, until by and by it.is given strong meat. . - So, my dear frlends, llfe is. full of emergenmes and
But the food is valueless unless the body breathes, and when we have difficulties to face, “and foes to’ fight, and
has correspondence with the vital energies in the atmos- - hllls to climb, and- temptatlons to . withstand—life, I

‘phere without. Food is without profit; there will be say, is.full of such exigencies, where still greater de-

no development, no growth, no anything, unless breath.is mands are made upon our spiritual resources, whlch can

. . . ' [y
- . ‘ ! . .

.
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Perseverance in Prayer a Prerequnsnte to -
Perseverance i in Any Thing

- Would you persevere in any undertoking, in the study

of God’s word, in the performance of good 'works, in.

. w1tnessmg and’ teachmg and preéaching; would you learn
to keep on, and then to’ keep on keeping on, and be not

‘weary in well doing ? * If you.would learn that Divine art:
—is it-an art? Is it not rather a ‘holy- science 7—If you.

would learn to. persevere in “all these exercises you must

. first learn to persevere in pmye'r v
. We must always pray; we ‘must recognize-that prayer
\i8 indispensable - to growth and, developfment‘ to ,the
‘achievement. of any-kind ‘of worthy stature in Christ
Jesus..
- we would Kave strength. . We must “‘pray without ceas-

. ing” . or we cannot fulfill the Divine purpose in our l1ves ,

“All' things work together. for. good,” we read this .morn-
. ing, “to them that love God to. them who areé the called
_accordmg to His: purpose.’” Yes ‘there is-a Divine pur-
pose. running through every ‘Chrlstlan life;
.plan and a purpose, not.only for.every day, but for every
hour and every moment, and we shall be in harmony with

"that ‘purpose, and fulfill our Divine' function only as,

“basically and fundamentally, and oontlnuously, we pray.

To the _Healthy Soul Prayer Is: Instmctlve
* ,and Autoinatic T

It is well that we should pmy formally; it is well that
- we should bow ‘the knee and have our set seasons for,
prayer. -If is a- good ‘thing to practlse breathing. * 1

remember when. a young, man g began it, and I used-

to pract1se it when walking, to see-how much of God’s
vital atmosphere 1 could take into my lungs, and then
hold it as I walked, and timed my walk so as to develop
the resplra‘tory system. There are some people who
have weak' little voiees, partly because they speak only
from ‘the lips. We should learn. to open these organs,
'‘and to spéak from w1th1n, instead of chirping ‘like a
canary.. Be a veritable’ Boanerges, able to shake the place
with your thunder. You .can do it if you‘learn to use

your vbice, but -you cannottuse it properly unless you.

- learn to breathe. 8o is it in the spiritual life. .It is well
‘that we should give ourselves special exercises; set our-
selves up’ for- certain seasons, that. we may continue in
- prayer. - I say that is well, but after ‘all, breathing, to
the perfectly healthy persom, is instinctive and automatic:
 You do not deliberately set yourself in a certain posture,
and then, as though' beginning ' some mew thing, say,
“Now I will breathe.” You are always breathing, breath-
ing when you do not know it; you are bound to do it.
I say it is- instirictive and autornatic. So is ~prayer to
the Ch_r1st1an And as ‘that .constant .breathing brings
the whole system.into proper relationship to its environ-
.ment, .until we 'assume, all unconsciously, a. receptlve
attitude to the ‘energies without, and- breathe them in

- instinctively and automatically, - so prayer - becomes to
the ‘Christian less an act than an attitude.” We assume
an attitude of trust, an attitude of dependence; we lean
_upon God; we do it 1nst1nct1vely, we do it all the time,

. we cannot help it, and in every emergency, spontaneously
there arises from the spiritual man a speelal cry to God
that He.may help us: . :

“The windows of my soul I throw
Wide open to the sun.”
I remembe1 readlng a story of a very devou‘t Chrlstxan
surgeon, a very emment man, whose name ‘was known

We must pray to grow, and we must ‘grow if.

God has a

. went to work. He worked with consummateé skill, and

A\

P . -
-

. throughout the medical world. .He was as ‘eminent as a.
Christian’ as he was as a surgeon. On one octasion’ he

had: a very critical operation to perform He had sought- -

through many years to practise_the presence of God,

to live consciously in “the Divine Presence;. and facing
thls very difficult task he commxtted himself and his pa-.
tient to the Lord. He.came to -the operating room, ‘and

w1th great speed—for you knowispeed is.necessary .to’
success .in such’ matters—and then at.last when it was
done, and the patient was taken away from the operatmg
room, the surgeon. was almost in a-state of nerves-—by
the way, I heard one of the most emment heart spec1alxsts
in Toronto say, speakmg of a certain surgeon, “I should-

like to take-his blood pressure just when he gets, through .

" with am operation. \I'll venture’to say it is pretty high.™
Why?
upon his task’ Sot with the surgeon of 'my story. When
it was over he relaxed, and he said, “So. long, and I
haven’t thought of God” And he rebuked himself for a
thoment, but soon recovered, and said, “But I commltted

myself to Him, and though in'my- concentrated effort, I. -

thought only of my task, I am sure God did hot cease to
think of me.” His prayer was his attitude of trust. So
‘ought we always to do; dear friends; s¢ ought we always
to be in an attitude of dependence upon "God, and' He w1ll
always be rlght at our hand -

I have another surgeon story, of a man who 1s gone
now, but whom T knew very well. ' He, too, was one of the '
very eminent men, and he was called to -the performance
of ‘a certain operation.” Qther doctors were there to wit:
ness it. He. bent over his pat1ent “and never- lookéd up

(@88
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Because all there was of. him was concentrated L

once, but his nurse was at his side, -and she handed him .

one instrument, thén another; then another,' but he did

not ask her for anytlung _She had been with him so long - '

that she knew exactly what he needed; and without a
word she put the'heeded instrument in his hand- as he
needed it., When the operation was over his -fellow
Surgeons sald “Where did you get that nurse?” “AR,”
he said, “that is ‘the klnd of nurses we tram, —(nam‘ing
a certain city,)

My dear friends in the crlses of life we need Someone
like that nurse,- Who knows exactly what we have need
of every minute, and He is there to put 'in our hahds'
everything we require for-the successful accomphshment
of .our task. The Sp1r1t of .God, if we are Christians,

is always with us, He'is the very life of ‘God in the soul. *
- I am afraid sometimes we do not take time to give Him -

thanks. We ought “in -every -thing by “prayer - and
supplication with thanksgwmg to let (our) requests be
made known unto God.” That is' what it is to.pray with-
out ceading—to live in the atmosphere of* Heaven For
that the Holy Ghost has come. So may .

* “Heaven come down our souls o greet
And glory crown the Mercy Seat ”

“This Should Be‘Equally True of a Church

That .should be true of a chur ¢h, as well as of an indi-
v1d-,ual “They were all with one accord in.one place.
And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as 6f a
rushinfy mlghty wmd and it, filled all the house where
they were slttmg " 'The atmosphere of Heaven came
-down to earth, 4nd they breathed it. “And theére appeared
unto. them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat iipon
each of them * - No wonder they were. able “to speak w1th .

A
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" other 'tongu%,s, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” A like

liberty should ever be in the agsemblies of the saints.
I recall years ago a woman’s saying to me—I think
she is here this«morning—but years ago she said she had

been to one place after another, had found much that was '

excellent, but she couldn’t find an ‘“atmosphere.”
“I came here one day,” she said, “and sat down in
the back seat, and I said, ‘God is in this place.’” He
ought to be; He has ipromised to be. Do you think that
is far fetched? I‘do not. "He will always be here.
I am sure He always is! He said, ‘“Where two or three
are gathered together in my name”—did you notice the
tense there? He does not say, “There will T be;” He

. says, “There am 1. You cannot meet in His name with-

out His being there. Ceaseless prayer, I say, is 'indis-
pensable to the enjoyment, the continuous enjoyment
of the continuous presence of the Lord:

“Still, still with Thee, when purple morning breaketh,
When the bird waketh, and the shadows flee;

Fairer than morning, lovelier than daylight,
Dawns the sweet conscious$ness, I am with Thee.

“Alone with Thee, amid the mystic shadows,
The solemh hush of nature newly born;
Alone with Thee in breathless adoration, -
In the calm dew -and freshness of ,the morn.

“As in the dawning, o’er the waveless ocean,
The image of the morning-star doth rest;

So, in ‘this stillness Thou beholdest only
Thine image in the waters of my breast.,

“Still, still with Thee! as to each new-born morning
A fresh and solemn splendour still is given;

_ So does this blessed consciousness awaking

Breathe each day nearness unto Thee and heaven.

“When sinks' the soul, subdued by toil, to slumber,
Its closing eye looks up to Thee in prayer; _
Sweet the repose beneath Thy wings o’er-shading,

But sweeter still, to wake and find Thee there.

-“So shall it be at last, in that bright morning

When the 'soul waketh, and life’s sh-ado'ws_ flee;
Oh, in that hour, fairer than daylight dawr;mg,

Shall rise the glorious thought—I am with Thee!”
)

Let us pray: _ _

O Lord, we can understand these things only in the
exercise of these great principles involved. We cannot
expound that which we can only experience. We pray Thee
to bring us ever closer to Thyself. - Grant, we beseech
Thee, that we each, as individuals, may pray without ceas-
ing. Be pleased to pour upon this whole church the spirit
of grace and of supplication in such measure that we too,
nét only a few of us, but all of us, shall pray without
teasing. The Lord grant it, for His Name’s sake, Amen.

BOOKS AND BOOKLETS
By DR. T.T. SHIELDS
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OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

GOD’S COVENANT WITH NOAH
Lesson Text: Genesis 9:1-17.

Golden Text: “I do set my bow in the cloud, and it. shall be
for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.”
—Genesis 9:13. . \

I. The Commandments: verses 1-7.

" At the appointed hour the supernatural flood had de-
scended. The rain from heaven and the waters from the
seas had been poured out over the earth for forty days and
forty nights. The fact that the flood was universal is at-
tested by fossil remains., The number “forty” is associated
in Scripture with the idea of testing (Gen. 8:6; Numb. 14:33;
Psa. 95:10; Lk. 4:2). The water remained at flood level and
did not commence to abate till approximately five months had
elapsed (Gen. 7:11; 8:4). By that time the ark, which had
been floating on the top of the water, rested on Mount
Ararat. '

What a welcome sight the mountains must have been to the
eight people in the ark who had seen only the raging waters
for such a long period! The sight of the mountains would
confirm their faith in the promise of God (Gen. 6:18).

God_ had- instructed Noah and his family to come into the
ark (Gen. 7:1): Similarly, God’s first command is for people
to come to Him for salvation (Matt. 11:28). When the waters
had subsided and Noah was safe, the first commandment
was followed by a second one: “Go forth out of the ark.”
Likewise, they who belong to Christ are under obligation to
go forth in His name, proclaiming the message of salvation

. (Matt. 28:19, 20; Mk. 5:19).

In gratitude for salvation, Noah built' an altar, that he
might worship God and offer sacrifices to Him (Gen. 8:20).
The offering, an offering of “sweet savour” (Hebrew ‘savour
of rest’), was acceptable to the Lord. We, too, should adore
the Saviour and bring to Him the offerings of praise, thanks-
giving and service, with which He is well pleased (Psa. 50:23;
116:13: Rom. 12:1; Heb. 13:15). When Noah thus prepared
his heart to seek the Lord and was in fellowship with Him,
God instituted the covenant (Gen. 8:21).

Noah and his family were appointed by God to repeople
the earth; all"things were made new. They needed the bless-
ing of God upon them for this tremendous task, a blessing
which in due time ‘was bestowed upon them. The Lord, Who
gave them the commandment to be fruitful and multiply and
replenish the earth (Gen. 1:22, 28; 8:17), miraculously pre-
served ‘them that they might carry out His will. Our Saviour
entrusted to His disciples. and their descendants the task of
raising up spiritudl children to Him (John 1:11, 12; Acts 1:8),
so that Christianity, which began in such a small way, shoild
one day ihclude many many millions of redeemed souls.
We, too, are commanded to be fruitful (John 15:8) and
multiply (Acts 2:47; 5:14; 11:24). ’

The promise 6f dominion over the animal kihgdom, given
first to Adam (Gen. 1:26, 28; Psa. 8:6; Heb. 2:7, 8), was-
renewed to Noah. In like manner as before, abundant .pro-
vision was made for their sustenance (Gen. 1:29; Deut. 12:15;
Rom. 14:14; 1 Tim. 4:8, 4).

The word of God, in these early pages, declares the scien-
tific principle that blood is the life-principle in solution (v. 4;
Deut. 12:23); for example, if much blood is lost, a person
will die. Since blood represents life, God forbade men from
eating it (Lev. 3:17; 17:10-14; 19:26; Acts 15:20). It is a
matter of common experience that the taste of blood is
nanseating. The blood would remain a sacred thing to these
Old Testament saints, a foreshadowing of the precious blood
of ‘Christ, to be shed for man’s redemption (Heb. 9:12-14, 22; -
1 Pet: 1:18, 19). '

The sacredness of huiman life, on the ground of man’s
likeness to God (Gen. 1:27), was to be universally acknowl-
edged and recognized (Gen. 4:10, 11; Exod. 21:12, 14; Lev.
24:17: Matt. 26:52). Adherence to this principle distinguishes
Christian nations from non-Christian nations, where life is
held cheaply.

'
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I. The Covenant: verses 8-17.

God Himself made a solemn covenant with Noah and his
seed, to the effect that He would never. again-send upon the
earth a,flood which would destroy every living thing (Gen.
6:18;.8:20, 21; Isa. 54:9, 10). Also, there -would be no
departure from the. regular courses of nature: the seasons
and the days would come and go, each in its own order
(Jer. 31:35, 36; 33:20, 25).. . .

‘God chose the rainbow as a token of this perpetual agree-
ment between Himself and the earth (Gen. 17:11), the rain-
bow which s seen when rain falls in the presence of the
‘sun, reminding all who see it, of the rain of judgment, which
displays brilliant rays when tempered with the sun of God’s
mercy and love (Ezek. 1:28; Rev. 4:3; 10:1). Noah and his
familv would be reminded of the judgment against the
wicked earth and of God’s grace in saving them., The prom-
ises of God are based upon His love, His faithfulness and
His wisdom; they can never fail. :

When God covenanted with Himself to save all who would
put their trust in the atoning work of Christ on Calvary
(Heb. 6:13-20), He ‘chose the wine of the communion as the
token of that new covenant (Matt. 26:28), that we might
never forget His dying love. Upon His word we may safely
rely; for all believers the avenging floods of destruction
and judgment are already past (John 3:18; 5:24).

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

Feb. 5—The Great Blesser .
Jer. 29:11; Lk, 24:50-53; Eph. 1:2-12.
Feb. 6—The God Who Makes Fruitful . i
) Psa. 1:3; John 15:1-16.
Feb. T—The Great Provider )
o Psa. 104:14, 15, 24-28; 145:15; 16; 107:8, 9.
Feb. 8—Capital Punishment Instituted ........ Rom. 13:1-6.
Feb. 9—The Covenant God .... Dan. 9:4; Heb. 8:6-13; 12:24.

"Feb. 10—Rainbows Rev. 4:1-3; 10:1.

SUGGESTED HYMNS

Standing on the promises. Amazing grace! how sweet the
sound! 'There is sunshine in my soul to-day. Blessed assur-
ance—Jesus is mine! O happy day! How firm a foundation!

\ 1
First Quarter Lesson 7 February 18, 1951
THE TOWER OF BABEL
Lesson Text: Genesis 11:1-9. .
Golden Text: “Not by works of righteousness which we have
. - done, but according Yo his mercy he saved us.”—Titus' 3:5.

L Selfish Ambition Exercised: verses 1-4. :

From this chapter-we learn an important historical fact;
the origin of nations and languages! Many reasons for
this phenomenon have been suggested by scientists of the
world, who have made lengthy and costly investigations in
this field, but the Word of God gives the accurate explana-
tion. God’s word is true from the beginning (Psa. 119:160).

The chapters of the books of the Bible are not necessarily
in chronological order. Chapter 10 gives the genealogy of
the family of Noah. The names of his three sons are usually
associated with the major. divisions of the race—Shem with
the Semitic peoples, Ham  with the coloured races for the
most part, and Japheth"with the white races. The various
peoples are seen in their separate localities, and the fact

- of the divisions separating them is emphasized. The chapter
before us explains the cause and the method of the division.
‘A similar arrangement of truth occurs in Genesis, where
chapter 2 gives details of the creation of man and woman,
the fact merely being stated in chapter 1 (vv. 26, 27).

An inflyential group of the family of ' Ham settled in
the fair valley of Shinar in the well-watered district of the
Euphrates and the Tigris Rivers (Gen. 10:10, 11; 14:1; Dan.
1:2). They became prosperous and powerful, being the

snucleus of the Babylonian and Assyrian Empires. There
they settled, and there they determined to stay.

At first the whole human family, descendants of Noah,
with whom the world had a new beginning after the judg-
ment of the flood, used one language, spoken in one dialect.
This was the bond of their union, the chief element of their
strength. o A similar situation prevails to-day in the Roman
Catholic Church, which enjoins upon its followers the neces-
sity of clinging tenaciously to the French language. To
them French is synonymous with the Roman -Catholic
religion. N . . -

Yol. 16

rebellious people (Exod. 32:9; Psa. 10:11-14).

.meaning “Confusion.”

Unfortunately, the early settlers in the Shinar v%ll'ey
used their common strength and unity to foster their ‘own
ambitious plans. TFirst, they invented building, learning the
use of bricks, as there is not much stone in that district, *
as the ruins of the cities in Mesopotamia prove. Some bricks
they dried in the sun, others in the kilns. They used bitumen,
a variety of mineral pitch, a cement-like material, for mortar
(Gen. 14:10; Exod. 2:3). .

The invention of building furthered the pride of the people,
and they determined to build a great city and a lofty tower.
They might have been commended for their industry, had
their motives been right. They wanted to make a name for
themselves, that they themselves might have fame and glory,
when they should have been ambitious to increase the fame
and glory of the Lord (Deut. 8:11-18; Isa. 42:8). The sin
of selfish pride is a2 common one (Isa. 14:12-19; Jer. 45:5;
Ezek. 28:16-18), and in many quarters it is considered re-

- spectable, whereas in reality pride leads to destruction (Psa.

73:6; Prov. 11:2, 3; 16:18; 29:23). The tower built to reach
unto heaven suggests the truth that we cannot attain to
heaven by our own efforts (John 3:7; Rom. 3:30; Eph.
2:8-10), but must trust in the work of Christ on our behalf
(Acts 16:30, 31).

In the second place, the people were building the city in
order that they might become established in that locality,
whereas God had given the commandment that men were
to. scatter and replenish the earth (Gen. 8:17; 9:1). Thus,
they attempted to substitute their own plans for the de-
clared'purpose of God (Prov. 14:12). Too many people go
their own way, utterly ignoring or actively opposing the will
of God for their lives; like these builders, they are disobedient
and rebellious (Isa. 1:2; 63:10, 11). The only path of safety
and the only. path of happiness is the way of God’s com-
mandments (Deut. 6:1, 2; Josh. 1:7, 8).

II. . Selfish Ambition Restrained: verses 5-9.

The Lord took knowledge of the haughty designs of these*
It may be
that the Lord appeared in human form on the earth at this
time (Gen. 18:21). He knew that once they succeeded in
carrying out their ambitious plans, these rebels would stop '
at nothing. Sin is like an avalanche, which, once it has
commenced to move, proceeds with increasirig and relentless
energy (Prov. 14:12).

In -order to frustrate the purposes of these proud and
disobedient leaders, the Lord determined to break the spirit
of unity, which was the .driving force of, their rebellion .
(Psa. 2:1-3). This. he did by confounding their language,
or, as the Hebrew implies, by confounding their lips. Thus,
different ones spoke with a different dialect, so that they
were unable to understand one another. Communication
under these circumstances became difficult, with the result
that groups began to break away and separate. Thus the
Lord divided the nations and scattered them abroad, in
order that the whole earth might be replenished and re-
peopled, according to His own purpose. .

This district became known as “Babel” or “Babylon,”
Many- times in ancient and modern
history the Lord has brought to confusion the plots of men.
Evil at times seems temporarily to prosper, but in the end
the purposes ¢ God will be fully carried out<(Psa. 37:7-13;
73:12-18). N N

By one miracle of tongues people were separated from
one another, but by another miracle of tongues the Holy
Spirit united together the members of the body of Christ to
form His church (Acts 2:6-11; 1 Cor. 12:12, 13).

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

Feb. 12—Man Proposes . Gen. 11:1-4; Psa. 2:1-3.
Feb. 13—God DiSpoSes ..o Gen. 11:5-8; Psa. 2:4-12.
Feb. 14—God Can Cause a Babel or Make a Pentecost

Gen. 11:7-9; Acts 2:1-11.

Feb. 15—Babel (Babylon)—Its Beginning and Its End
Gen. 11:9; Rev. 18,
Feb, 16—Scatterings ...cwmomm Deut. 28:58-67; Acts 8:1-4.
Feb. 17—Unholy Unions sttt Rev. 13; 17:11-14.
Feb. 18—Holy Unity..John 17:20-23; Eph. 4:1-6; Rev. 5: 6-14.

N SUGGESTED HYMNS
Firmly stand for God. I hear the Saviour say. The
Church’s one foundation. Oh, for a thousand tongues to
sing I.am not skilled to understand. God moves in a mys-
terious way. :
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‘AN INTERESTING LETTER AND

’ o . ,i..

Tal . PUBLISH below a let'ter recelved from a mlms-

L ‘terial subscrlber ‘to THE GOSPEL WITNESS. It may
- be that his pom't of V.leW may be representatlve of others, '

/' :and .for that. 1eason we publlsh his letter and:-our’ reply

We ventured - to read the “letter to our good friend,
Robert’ McCau] and -he ‘said, If we are ‘going to
msxst upon- a_literal m‘terpretatlom surely we must go
© dll -the way. . I wonder if our friend knows where the
. actual throne of David has been preservéd?”-

. Our- premlllenmal friends insist that Zlon m the.
. -Psalms and, prophecies always ‘means a llteral Zion yet
That bemg 80, we should hke to set out, here a
quotatlon ‘from Hebrews' 12,:22-25.: S S\

AT

, '.' “But ‘ye..are come’ unto mount Slon, and unfo the
"7+ ity Of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to -

., _* am-innumerable company of “angels.’. To thé genera] Co
B assembly ,and church of thel firstborn,” which are - -
e written, m heaven, and to God- rthe Judge of all,, and.
.to the sp1r1ts of just men madé perfect. And. to Jesus
" - thé mediator 6f the new covenant, and to the blood of
" sprinkling, ‘that speaketh better t‘hmgs ‘than that of -
_+ "Abel: ' See that ye Fefuse not him that speaketh.. For' -
.. if ‘they escaped  not ‘who refused him that spake on .
earth, much more shall' not we escape, if we’ rturn7

away from: hlm that speaketh from heaven Pt

It is well to. observe rthe ‘tense,. “But yé are come unto .
mount Slon “And. agam, 1 Peter- 2.:6- 8 o col

"‘Wherefore ialso at 1s contamed m the scnpture, .

v

5+ Behold I lay-in Sjon a chief.corner stone, elect pre-- 7 . ..
@« 7. . ciods, and he, that believeth on-hith shall not be con- -

, . founded._ Unto you {therefore which believe he:is pre-'
. -c1ous, but unto'fﬂhem whicéh .be dJsobedlent the stone'
o . which the builders disallowed, the sarie is made the -

" .7 head of the corner, and a'stone "of stumbling, and a'rock ..

&7, V'of 'offence, even. to them which stumble -at.the word, ‘. -
_ being dlsobedxent whereunto also they were appom'ted ", -,

. Surély no one w1ll contend' that the chlef corner stone
© "Whotis 'become “ithe, head of 'the. corner" was a literal --

stone' And if our friends will look at:the passages to

: ,-". v whlch we have referred in:our letter, Acts 2:80-36, wheré

it s promised that He would raise up Christ, to' sit on
/s His, throne, the . subsequen't verses declare that He has
.already done 'that Very thmg L e .

: “Thereforev bemg a prophet and knowmg that God
. 'had sworn with an oath to him, that-of the fruit of his’ -
o loins, accordmg to.the flesh, hé would raise up Christ .
. . to sit on 'his throne; he seeing this'before spake of the °
- resurrect-lon of Chrlst that his-'soul was not left in hell, .
, neither his flesh -did see corruption.  This Jesus' hath':

" God. raised up, whereof we all are w1tnesses Therefore
being by the right-hand of God. exalted, and having re- .-
‘ceived of the Father the prormse of 'the ‘Holy Ghost, he "

hath 'shéd; forth this, which ye now see and hear, For
Davxd is not ascended into .the heavens: but he said

.7 " himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit tHou on my -

« ., ngh'tlhand until' I make ‘thy foes thy footstool, There-
.« .fore let all the house of Isrgel know assuredly, that . °

o God hath made that'sanie Jesus, whom ye have crum-
: 'fled both Lord and Ohrlst " DRI

. v Here, follow the letters referred to: ) T L
o, . Vot & .. g sesdiens k
o e T . i New Jersey
~ : : L . Jan. 25, 1951
o Dear Brother Shlelds s
- You-made @a-statement’ in the Jan 18th 1ssue of THE
GospEL WITNESS, that T feel sure you will eorrect when 1t
is brought to your attention.
“The Chl‘lSt Whom ‘I worshlp, 1s exalted to the" throne of”

~ -

the umverse, and He has assured me' that all aut'horlty S

- OUR. REPLY : TR

. If ‘He'did it once, and .says‘He w111 do it' agam, why not'

.east.”

“real..~Jérysalem.is a real city on earth. -Why- deny’ the

© you to correct your.false- statement then perhaps further_' .

" but the above is far more serious:

: antlchrls

. y héad.in- shame, if the a'bove is brought to my=attentxon_
. above statement is FALSE.

. Dear Brother R

. of January 18th. . Of. course it,is;our mutual .privilege t6"

- *Word of God Ihave escaped my attention,'T hope I may,_

+T suggest .the 16th Psalm the 110th ‘Psalm, ‘and our Lord’s
+ . écomment upon it in Matthew 22:44; Mark'.12:36; Luke
>-120:427 43; vand: the second chapter of Acts, contammg

I say without offence,.quote your own ‘letter with appllca-
tion to yourself:
you to’ correct your false statement, then perhaps further

*and-I am. grateful if:you have thus spoken of L
._ally, -although I am ‘bound.to say I‘have néver- ‘askéd any -.

+ . "displease, my hearers:
: be the servant of Christ.”

. “my cheeks as I contemplate the word you crxtmlze If, be:

N
H - . H

'./‘“

is:given unto Him in heaven and in eartl., You ask-me
to believecthat the' King of glory .will step: :down from the B}
throne of the Umverse to it on a matenal throne' m'. .
Jerusalem?” - . Ao .

N My answer is YES

Your answer,  “It is utterly contrary to everythmg re- ..
vealed Jin God’s Word,” {That kind .of nonsense!”', e
The, 'Lord has already left that throne to descend” far..” .
‘below .any material -throne.. ‘He did s¢' 1,900 years ago.’

v "t L

.‘- . \

believe Him? . cl
.Luke .1:32; “'I‘he "Lord God shall glve unto Hlm 'the. c

" ‘throne of His Fathér David.” ° o

David ‘never “sat 'upon the thione of the umverse “His .° .
throne 'was a. mater1a1 throne m JERUSALEM and-on. i
éarth: - '

Zech. 14: 4 "And HIS FEET shall stand’ mathat day upon .
the mount " of Olives; - whlch s before Jerusalem on. the -

He’ has ffeet ‘of flesh -and bones 'Ilhe mount of Olives 1s
Word -of God?. Why try, 1f you do, to splntu'allze away..-
tha't which is.real? - - BN

I am somewhat presséd for tlme, and so will- not pursue S
the subject further. If the above 5 not’ sufficient 'to cause . -

argument might fall upon deaf ears. N -
*I_have differed with you on some* mlnor (&) matters,_'
- Do not'deny, that “Jesus
Christ . is come in- the flesh “This ‘is -a decexver land an,
-2 Jehn 7. : N PR .

- I have ﬁhanked God for you many "tlmes, and I have L
spoken in your. favour: more than dnce, but'T shall hang. -

My own knowledge of the ord of God declares 'that the

By . . LI

S Yours for Chns,"- :

January 30th 1951 '

oI am in- receupt of your letter of the 24th anst

* I am sorry -that you d1sagree with a certain statement. o
madein a’'sermon-contained in THE 'GospEL WITNESS, issue. ,

disagree with each -other, and T 'hope we . may- do' so w1thout
any breach of -pei'sonal frrendsh1p -

I am qu1te fannl1arcw1th the passages’ you quote Luke
1:32, and. Zech’, A4:4, althbugh your. letter\"would suggest
that I must- have fa11ed‘to notice- them. .,

I note that you are pressed for time. I suppose that:us :
true of all men who haye a ‘job'to do. " e

' Since you seem to assume that :certaif ~passages in the o

‘without offénce, ‘call- your attention to' several™ passages

Peter s quotatlon in’his sermon ‘at Pentecost.: |
Havmg remirided you ‘of these texts I may perhaps, agam

“If. the above is not’ sufficient: to, cause

argument might . fall -upon dedf ears:” I am sorry for.

.your»implication ' that my p0s1tlon would involve a denial - .-

that “Jesus Ghnst 1s ‘come in the flesh Thms is a dece1ver-
-and an antichrist.” - -

‘I suppose we are all glad to- be favourably spoken of
me occasion- -

man’s. favour, much less have.l ever .considered whether: .’
the.. positions I take theologlcallly are likely to please, or ~ -
“If T yet please men, I should not ‘

‘I must confess that I feel no blush of s‘hame mantlmg .

cause at times you have spoken favourably of .the preacher, .
from whose position _you now: dissent, you must fear “I
shall -hang" my -head in shame”, I would remind you that
you w1ll do =0 because you obJect to what the outs.tandmg




/,..- . D
\ '

‘ iﬁlﬁ?ﬁ‘fs ol? the, nmeteenﬁh and’ twent'leth centunes, have Street, Toronts 2, to* be forwarded to the Treasurer of

".+ T notice" you say, .,“My own knowledge of the Word of . the Sudbury, Church

‘- your knowledge-of the Word: of. God is woefully defective. follows® . N
", .7 I honour you for the frankness of your letter, I hope 0 :

i+ - . +you will not be offérided. by my equally frank reply. ., 6 The GosPel for Every Man in Hrs Own Language
T Futurism is as abhorrent to me.as apparently-my His- .

I-°..+ . "-'toricism i§ to you. We must, however, each be:fully per-, .
L suaded in his g’wn mind, and answer to God for bemg fme K to advance:while mamtammg its decldedly 1n‘terna'txonal

-, -.I warnt. to assure+you, thoughaI strongly dlsaéree w1th~ French fields, ‘es 11 resul t. in nt
- '.',your eschatologmal mterpretatlon,, that that will not, in , -especially as a result of tricts be g se

‘any way, mar -my fellows ip--with- you as'a nrumster of: .
. . Christ, “’,ho, ‘according to byour letter, preaches, “Chnst. These have "beeh sent to Wifferent dlstrlcts ir Quebec
& " Crucified, Risen anfi Coming: again”; L . province, and from two rather 1mportant centres espe-
" Ve T Wlth warmes-t regards-, I am ‘

.

Srncerely yours,

BUILDING BEGUN AT SU-DBURY . to ‘which' we haye.been prwxleged to -gend a. very. pleasmg
.o * numpeér of New Testaments in recderit weeks In following:
Sb EV J R BOYD ‘the energetlc IPastor of Berean Bap ‘ !

.up this phase: of the French -ministry. we have found

‘tigt ‘Church, Sudbury, is a man’ Wh°' ‘because of his,. - renewed help and. encouragement ithrough,our. ties with
=+,  person-within- his power to reach,,is" always into some
~ ‘ new -project.. It was not rhanyyears ago, that he left

© %" Toronto. Baptist Semlnary with.a Bible, teri dollars and

e~ an old car to face the challengmg needs of ‘I:h1s great: - of our Sudbury ministry in that he-is wrltmg extenswely ;

. N mining. centré,  In-a very short time.a church building I'E- , ST
“1+% was erécted at Mihinow Lake, a suburb of Sudbury, then- megﬂf and in our French broadcasts N
». later- a fine edifice was built in the French commumtyo .. = A-New Bulldmg Project -
. of Lavigne, s1xty mlles away. . *At present of *course,. ouf blggest gpecial eﬂ"ort m

Duly ‘recognizing ‘the potency of the radlo to pubhsh Sudbury is the .building - project’ by which. we hope. to'

V- North.. A paper. called “La Vo1x de l’Evanglle” (Volce for the superstructure is mearly. all in place Others

leads to-another and hé is fiow.in thé midst; of the]argest -soon be'evident. Thus we are made/to rejoice that the
‘undertaking yet A commodious, church buﬂdmg is- Liord directed us to’ make this move before the restnc-‘

- being erected in the heart of the eity of Sudbyry at an “tions on bulldmg material-becime too serlous,,and we -
- . = Vapproximate cost of $60; 000: The foundation has been are-confident that 'though our need of funds, both in the: -
.~ v already completed and-the'steel work for the superstruc- K -form of gifts and loans, is still serious, He will provide. - *

. . " ture'is nearly all i in place. " Up to thé present, the Berean - - Indeed one of the most pleasing features,of this building o

‘ ' '-"'Church has met in a_ rented hall. While it ‘has served effort has been the large number of outslde friends that = °

‘. ' them fairly well during th& early stages, because of the "have-been moved by God’s Spirit to contribute donations
- rdpid -growth. of the work, the facilitiés have become, or ‘to. lend worthwhile assistance in response to our oﬂ"erl
' utterly inadequate.:to meet the ihcreasing requlrements .of 5 per.cent mortgage bonds.

The ‘new- building will primarily serve, of course, as a We' have reason too for much tharkfulhess in that -

E church home' for the faithful saints’at,Sudpury; but in friends of our  French work, particularly among the:

S fébruary 8 1951 _ \'l'HE GOSPEL WITNESS und pnorzsrm ADVOCATE" -~ - *\' | .(sss) is

e exposnors, uncludmg ‘the great leaders of the Protestant - ‘the Rev J' R Boyd Box 232 Sudbury, or to The Emer—-'-
.~ Reformation, and the most consp1cuous Evangeheal biblical .gency Mlssxonary and Educatlonal Commlttee, ‘837 J‘arvls N

" The-work ‘in Sudbury and d1str1ct ‘continues gradually '

out from. the Sudbury Sunday- School” week - by week.. .

Ceta T /. clally there has beén_a very- enc uraging-. number of -
R R .. SHIELDS' ° requests for the Word of God., ‘These are districts in which -+
l'. Tl JEPEEE RS AC ) *  -thefdis no Evangehcal French: 'tes'tlmony whatsoeve1 but -

-and translating English articles for use: in “La Voix de’

’
v

. . the glad tidings, Mr.- Boyd" ‘now broadcasts regularly provide ‘a suitable centre for. carrying on ‘our regular R
B five radio stations,. extendmg Lall’ the “Way from, sefvices ‘and extensive m1ssxonary eriterprises. At pres- - .
N ' Fort William to,Cornwall and to Kirkland Lake in the . ent ‘the basement ‘walls : are completed and the steel work

<. -7 of the Gospel), designed to help French Canadian con-’ strugglmg ‘with building ‘problems, unammously testlfr_ )
.t .. .verts and bring light o thosé who still sit in the darkness . that we are specially bléssed in having.our steel, ,and-in .-
.. ° of Roman Catholicism, has been published every month  the-fact that the boiler for  our heating plant “is ‘also _ -- -
'for several years. In addition; he has begun to publish ! on hand. 'A sslight delay has been occdsioned- while we.: ' - -
. ,'anofther perlodxcal in English entitled “The Berean Am- 2awaited the sub-contractor to build the’ -cinder-block .
"+. - bassadoi”. Hence, with this servant of God, one project Walls, but ‘we. are, sure that more visible progress will

}' S . view- of Mr. Boyd's far-reachmg munstry, which has - differént. Mission Societies, have ‘sent- iiseful assistance .

. been ‘built up through the years, it is certain to become oin-the form of ¢lothing, much of which we Jhave been able

. one'ofthe greatest evangehcal centres in Northern to apply to homes where need-and fear have unitéd as a -
. " ontario. i . - formidable combination against ‘the ‘Gogpel. ‘'Thus. on- ~

N 'The. undertakmg is-a large one, but wrth God not’ im- behdlf of 'those who knew not how to turn or what to.do,

i

posslble' It may be that many of the Lord’s stewards We gladly take this opportunity of thanking all who have .
" who read this_article’ could render, substantial. ﬁnanclal iin this way contributed towards strengthenmg hear'ts

- assistance. We-can think of no better mvestment o be ' .in the regions of darkness and terror. .

. .made of the-Lord’s money. Arrangements have been made 8o we would once again appeal to all the Lord’s people )

“' 'to purchase bonds -at 5 per cent interest, but. we would- to pray and,to endeavour more earnedtly to. prepare -
*like. to .see many outright |g1fts Sent on to Mr.. ‘Boyd {o - young lives for ‘the field of battle where: the need of -
"~ be apphed ‘to’ the building ‘fund. * Contributions large or truly consecrated sp1r1tual warriors becomes _ever more .

small are acceptable and can be sent either directly to acute Lo R S

" God declares that the abové statement is false.” - Please :*-  MF. Boyd’s most recent letter oontams 80 much 1nter- P
. do' not be offended when I say to.you that that. Jbemg 50, es*tmg' matter, we, prmt it in full; Mr Boyd writeg as

-to our convictions: - | characterlstms ‘Welecome response comes from the needy . .

B determination to be. -a- mibsionary “of" Christ to every the French Bible, Mission. Though Mr. Appéré is’ back . ; '
again ‘in. “his native France.’ labouring ;and preparmg' L
] hxmself for further work, ‘he is still ve‘ry much 3 ‘part
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35,000 Extra "Gospel Witnesses" in One
Issue Mailed to Ministers Only

! .
Folding and enclosing "Witnesses” in envelopes. By actual count less than one half the
) workers were within range of the camera.

HE GOSPEL WITNESS of last week neither aimed -

at being, nor professed to be a special number as to
quality. It was just an average issue, if, indeed, it was
not a little below the average. But it was a Special
Edition in 'this sense, that”it was designed as an adver-
tisement of the premiums offered with THE GOSPEL
WITNESS. ‘

The regular issues of THE GOSPEL WITNESS are wrap-
ped and mailed by the publishers. The only WITNESSES
that are sent out from the WITNESS office are the special
bundles which are supplied to such churches as order
them. But last week’s issue consisted of 35,000 extra
copies over and above the regular issue. . These copies
had to be sent out from THE GOSPEL WITNESS office.

We wonder how many people have any idea of the
labour such a job as that entails? This 35,000 issue
was mailed exclusively ‘to ministers of the gospel, and
that number was but a small fraction of the ministerial
names we could use. But this is what the mailing of
that issue involved:

First of all 35,000 envelopes 9% in. by 6% in. had to
be addressed. . The names of regular subscribers. of
course, are all prilnted by machine; and while that is a

’

big job, it is nothimg at all like the addressing of indi-
vidual envelopes, either by typewriter, or by hand. But
putting each of 35,000 envelopes in a typewriter in turn,
typing it, and taking it out, would make t}‘lree separate

Close view of folding and filling.

1

o
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That would: make 105,000 operations. Then

operations.

as THE GOSPEL WITNESS has not second class matter -

mailing rates in the United States, every envelope had
to have a stamp put on it. That is 35,000 more opera-
tions. About 14,000 names .were taken from alphabetical
lists, and after they were addressed, they had all o be
- classified geographically, that is by States or Provinces.
That made 14,000 more operations. Then every WITNESS
had to be taken, laid flat, and a letter laid upon it. ,That
was two, operations, and then folded, three operations,
and then put into an envelope, four operations and the
flap turned in — making five operations in all. Then

- Tying the Bundles.

the 35,000 had to be counted, and tied in bundles of 25—
1,000 operations more. Each of these bundles had to
be put into bags, another 1,000 operations. So that ‘alto-
gether that made about 314,000 separate operations.

To do that a small army of volunteer workers were
assembled January 29th. They worked all the afternoon,
and all the evening. Refreshments were served about
6 o’clock in.the Intermediate Hall.

The big presses had run all the evening and the night
of January 26th, and all day January 29th, and that night
on into the next morning. The large staff of workers
exhausted the supply of WITNESSES by about 9 o’clock
Monday night, the 29th. But the other thousands were
on hand by noon, next day, and a staff not quite as large

“.as the Monday staff assembled Tuesday afternoon, and
finished up the work. On Tuesday night, after the

_ gathered around after their conference.

- School staff.

.

teachers’ and workers’ conference of the Bible School, a
two-ton .truck was backed up to the door, and piled high
with bags of mail, and they were taken off to the Post
Office. Duridg the Tuesday operation several photo-
graphs were taken of the procedure by Mr. Don Ford
The photographs are reproduced in these pages. The one
showing a considerable company folding WITNESSES, and
putting them in envelopes, shows only a part, less than
half the number of persons who were at work. It was
not possible to so place the camera as to include every-
body. The other wider photograph represénts the pile
of mail bags, and a few of 'the teachers and workers that
Some of them
had helped the day before, but they are not photographed
as ‘GOSPEL WITNESS workers. “This is part of the Sunday
Once again, much less than half of them
could be included by the camera. The other photographs,
column width, show the tying of the bundles, and putting
them in the mail bags.

We publish these things to glve our readers an idea
of the magnitude of the task THE ‘GOSPEL WITNESS under-
takes. We have frankly sent these 35,000 copies out in
the hope that from among them we shall receive manhy
new subscribers.

)

Filling the Mail Bags.

When all was ready 'to be taken out to the big truck
the company were led in prayer by Rev. H. C. Slade and
Dr. Robert McCaul. We ask “our readers to join 1in
these prayers, and pray that the 35,000 issue may be
used largely to increase the regular circulation of THE
GOSPEL WITNESS, and as a means of spiritual blessing
to many. ’

PN
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. - co Ready for the Mcnhng Truck—-—a fow teachers and workers ' from the Sunduy ‘School
R NN o Conference. The ma]onty were out of reach of the Camera. ) T

Spec‘,a" Offer fo New Subsc}ibeﬁ;

. - This paper is a prmted mlssnonury, and currles no advemsemems. The' regular issues contain 16 pages.

fhe, subscnphon prlce is $3.00 for 52 issves. Wllh ‘every new subscnphon we will give one of. -the three follow- ]

mg books as a premlum- ’, A . )
Blukeneys Munual of Romish Coni'roversy. by Dr. R. P. Blckeney. 316 pages. -

<, T 2. Popery In l#s Social’ Aspecfs. by Dr. R. P. Blakeney. 326 pages. K IR
a . 3. The Prodlgul and Hls Bro'l'her. or The Advenfures of a Modern Young Mcn. by Dr. T. T. Shlelds._
PN Lo 132,pages. ‘ . S .
S 8, The Priest, The Woman and The Cenfessioncl. by Fa'lher ‘Chiniquy, 144 pages. ' A
. -. L ’ AII but “The Prodlgul cnd His Broiher" Wel’e out ‘of prlm and - You may order the paper and. one of the books sent you for
N unobtainable and were: republlshed by THE GOSPEL WITNESS. - ) u month's trial wnhoui sending any money If you.afe not satisfied
. e You may ‘¢choose any one of the fou, as a- premium.  If yoy would return the -book or send us $1.00 und we will charge you fiothing -
- - . like any of all of che other. books, you may’ huve thern at one dollar euch for_the paper for the m°“'h . -
R "~ .. " ORDER FORM ' L T
s : B (a) Pleuse send to the- undemgned for one month’ tnal THE GOSPEL WITNESS and Premlum No.____.____'__
; . ’(.b) Please send THE GOSPEL WlTNESS and Premlum No.,_ ______ ___ to the underslgned for which ﬂnd $3 00
. enclosed.’ s ' R . : . . }
+ (¢ And clso boeks :(or 'bool_() nur_ribeljea '____(_ _____ for whlch ﬂnd $_____T. _______ enclosed.
.- . . .o ' I . . ’ ;
o INAME: _ o ot el
¢ i - ' / ) . e
R Aoonass________--____--T ____________________________ e e~ ‘

A . - . . . . “ - .




