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LOVE'S KING

Preached in London, Ontario, Sunday Evening,- October 29th, 1905
(Su Note at the end of sermon. )

king over them.”—II Chron. 9

ESUS said, “The queen of the south shall rise up in
the judgment with.the men of this generation, and
shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts
of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and, behold,
a greater than Solomon is here.” It is evident, therefore,
that Jesus saw in Solomon some likeness to Himself; and
in the southern queen’s recognition of Solomon’s wisdom
and worthiness an example for the men and women of
.succeeding generations.

The words of our text were spoken by the queen of
Sheba with primary reference to Solomon, and, in un-
conscious prophecy, of Jesus Himself. They are stamped
therefore .with the Saviour’s approval. What was true
of Solomon, is true in a larger, fuller, sense, of Christ.
Again, it may be said, “Behold, a greater than Solomon
is here.” And God has made Him King — that is the
first: lmportant thing. And secondly, He has crowned
Him, because He loved His people and lastly, He has
given Him the throme that His 'peoq)be might be estab-

lished for ever. ]

I

Gop Has MADE JEsus KING. '‘Solomon was made king
by David his father, and that because God had appointed
aim to the throne.

Solomon was ordained to be a kmg from his’ birth.
Men would have had it otherwise. Joab would: have put
Adonijah on the throne, but God did not so order; there-
fore Solomon relgned by divine and ‘inherent. nght It
was really not a question of the respective merits of
Solomon -and Adonijah. The throne and the kingdom
were Solomon’s because he was born to it. "And I pro-
claim this evening the eternal kingship of the Son of God.

O ye rebels against the Lord’s Anointed! What will
ye do? Ye Joabs, will ye put Adonijah on the throne?
Will ye burst the everlasting doors asunder and drag the
conquermg Christ from glory down the skies to earth
again, to measure Him with men—mere men who are but

view in her honour.

“Because thy God loved Israelg to establish them for ever, therefore made he thee

sinners, every one? Will ye deny His Deity; and strip
Him of His glory which He had with the Father before
the world was? O fools! and slow of heart to believe—
He is King of all kings in all worlds, by eternal right.
The throne of the universe belongs to Him; the crown
could fit no brow but His. Away with your comparisons!
There is none like Him. It never was, it is not now, it
never can-be a question, Who shall ultimately reign over
us? He must reign till He hath put all things under His
feet. An angel predicted His birth; a star shone in the
heavens as a guide to His cradle, a heavenly host sang
at His advent of glory to God in the highest: this Word
which was made flesh, the Son of man, the Carpenter of
Nazareth, He is the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the
only wise-God, to whom be honour and glory for ever and
ever!

I would remind you further 'that Christ really reigns
a. King upon His throne. When the Queen of Sheba vis-
ited Solomon she was impressed that he was no mock
Monarch, but a real King, upon a real throne, and ruling
a real Kingdom. And yet he did not give a military re-
He did not show her long lines of
armed men, and mighty engines of 'destruction. There
was no display of physical power, of mere brute force.
He did not give her an exhibition of the arts’of war, but.
of the arts of peace.

that he built, andthe meat of his table, and the sitting
of his servants, and the attendance of his ministers, and
their apparel, his cupbearers also, and their apparel, and
his ascent by which he went up into the house of the
Lord, there was no more spirit in her” and she exclaimed,
“Blessed be the Liord thy God, which delighteth in thee
to set thee on his throne, to be king for the Lord thy God.”
It was his wisdom, the happiness of his subjects, the
glory of his peaceful reign, which made her feel how

"truly Solomon was a king.

What proofs do you ask that Jesus reigns? that there

L,

And it was “when the queen of .
Sheba had seen thée wisdom of Solomon, and the house’
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* . which He is building of “living. stones” ga'thered from
all nations, and peop]es, and languages?. Is there no evi-- -

o where He is ng
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is now a real “kingdom of God”? Must.He blaze forth '

in anger, and d'escend, accompanied_; by destroyirg legions,

upon' His enemies, to convince you that He is King? Must

He speak in the thunder and strike with His lightning
sword before men will believe in His power? Or-will ye
Jearn the regal splendour of His wisdom?

conduct and moulded the moral life of the world as J esus
has? And is there no proof of His power in the House

. dence that Jesus re1gn| in “the c¢hurch of the living God”’ ?

' Who that observes-the ever-increasing power of His name .

can question His right to rule? . Think of the meat of His'

. table, the food wherewith Hé satisfies-the soul-hunger of -
" those who come to Him; of the multitude of His ser--..|"

vants, of their apparel, of the moral dress of His saints:

" think, I say; of -the power of His name and- of the vast ’
host ‘who yield obedience to His word, and say whether .
For when you have allowed for-a great o

multitude of false professors, of downright hypocrites,
“for" a considerable number of only half-hearted. followers.

—it still remaing true that thefe is"no monarch in the N
_ world to-day who is so w1111ng1y, and heartily, and abso- *
as is .-

lutely obeyed by so large a.number: of~subJecrts,
Jesus. .Praise be to God' We know of many hearts

And He 'rezg'ns by mght of conquest
~ bidden to build a house for God because he had -shed
" much blood. But Jesus reared the house of His kingdom
_in blood; but the blood was ALL His OWN. Other kings.
" have won their crowns on bloody fields.-Jesus won His on
‘Calvary. The .crown of thorns insures the universal dia-
dem. Other klngs have sent their servants to battle—

. He trod the winepress alone, and of the_people there was

none with Him.” There He poured out His own’ blood;
He cancelled the world’s debt, and laid., 't_he fo_undatl_ons of
an ‘unmortgaged. empiré where there is no more death,
neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any
. more .pain. ‘Sheba’s- queen marvelled at the ascent by
-which Solomon wen}t up into the house of the Lord. But
‘there is the wonder of the.universe—that bloodred cross
by which He entered and leads His people into the house
of the Lord 'Surely ‘Golgotha, that horrid death’s head,
robbed of- its terrors by the empty grave, whose doors,
were thrown wide by the rlsmg Chtist—this marks the
‘conquest of a King!

Napoleon s second coronation took place in the Cathe-
dral at Milan. - The iron crown of ‘Charlemagne, which’
~onsisted of a circlet of gold and gems, covering ‘an iron

- ring, said to have been formed of one of.the spikes: whlch

pierced the Saviour’s hand at the cruéifixion, wasg brought -

~ -forth. Napoleon p/laced the crown upon his own "head, say-
#ing, “God hath glven ‘it to me: woe to him"® Who touches

it ; -

. That-is a-poor picture of the co¥onation of a Worthier -

*King. The. nail that pierced .Him shall crown Him, and
the- cross shall' form the stairway to His throne.-. The
iron shall be wrapped with the golden gratitude of mil-

“lions, and set with ‘the:-gems of an innumerable muilti-.
. tude’s affectlons-——and Godv shall put the crown upon His
. brow LT S

L IO' smners' Jesus i8 ng He must be Klng, for God
hath. highly exalted Him, and-given Him -a.name, whickhi-,

is above evetry name, "that‘at -the name of Jesus every knee

Who, of all ™
earth’s teachers, has directed the thought, and shaped the .

":David was for-.

~
\
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shall 'bow, of thmgs in heaven, and thmgs in earth and
things under the earth .and that every tongue shall con-

fess.that Jesus -Christ is Lord, to the- glory of God'the .

Father. That is the-truth I proclalm God has made Jesus
ng .
<N 1L

. The second. great truth brought out in the Queen of

.Sheba’s words is that Gop MADE SoLoMON KING BECAUSE
He Lovep His PEOPLE.. And the love.of God for His

_people is still :‘more clearly manifest in the putting of

Jesus on the throne. Surely it is because God loves the

- world ‘He has ‘put’ the government on His shoulders,
- Whose name'is calléed, Wondeérful, Counsellor;.the Mighty

God the everlastifig Father, and the Prince of: .Peace.

The name. ‘Solomon . means “peaceable for in his reign

God. mad.e wars to: cease. ."And Jesus is. crowrned {0 brmg

“peace on’ earth”.- ° K

.. The_Queen of Sheba regarded’lt as a proof. of God’
love for His people that Hé had gwen thém a King Who
would teach them wisdom: y“Happy are these thy ser-
vants,” she said, *which stand continually before thee,
and hearthy 'w1sdom What greater-gift could be given

~'to menthan the w1sdom to see thmgs as they are? What
better proof of His 'love ‘could God“give-than a revelatlon

. of the moral const‘xtutlon of thmgs a revelatlon of God’s-

unalterable, eternal, irresistibie, moral “laws, which makes
a man ‘to bring himself into agreement with those laws

. P

which. cannot be-resisted, but which may be harnessed, as -

, great fordes, to’.drag life’s chariot on o’er Fugged road -
and mountain-steép, unt'll it rolls in tnumph through the - -
" gates of pearl? o

' And this revelatlon 1s in-Jesus; for “Chrlst crucified” .
is “the wisdom of God”. When.you have made Him your

“King, and given Him absolute control of your'life, you-
have put-your life into the Hand that moves.the world.
Henceforth 4ll things must work together for your good T
for-the stars.in their'courseés, the earth in all its'ch‘ang— EEN
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" ing ‘moods, all creatures from ‘the highest 'archangel to
_ the tiniest insect; move-in obedience to His wise control,
. Whom you have made’ your ng In Him mercy and
truth_are met together, righteousness and peace have
Kissed each other. .Becalise He loved you, God. has made

- ..Jesus King. =~

.. But the opposzqo of thzs zs the genera.l belwf The
demoniacs cried, when they saw Him, “What have we to
do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God ?- art thou-comé

‘< hither to torment us-before the time?”’* And-there: are

- still’ those who seem to think that to ‘put Jesus on the
throne would be to make their llfe a 'bondage and bring
them into ‘4 state of torment :

‘But the rule of Jesus p’rohzbzts only 8in.

7]

fessions of love: . What would you.think of-a Ruler who
made no provision for the preservation of the life, and
the improvement.of the health of his subjects? If a

. deadly plague were ‘prevalent-and he instituted no quar--

-antine regulations, and put no difference between” the
"infected
but allowed them to-mingle with each other, to eat such
things, and: live ‘amid such conditions, as would conduce
to the spread of the dxsease"

to you, and to all others. That is why, loving you as He
. "does, "God: has. made Jesus King over .you; because in

o And such’
C prohlbltion is perfectly consistent with the Ruler's. pro-

' he love.of God piohibits.
sin because it is a plague it. w1ll brmg m‘xsery and-death:

cleansed. the temiple with ‘a scourge

e. . He would set a
sentinel at the door of thy lips, and command thy tongue
to silence, where now it speaks; He would throw a fence

of His precepts across many a favourite’ path. He would"

take from thy hand many a pretty and dangerous toy.
He would take fronmi before thine eyes the picture of

gilded towers and fair cities-which have no- -foundation. -

And many a voice which’ ‘sings.to thee now would make
no imore music m ‘thine ears, if Jesus were thy King.
But for the evil thoughts which He would expel; He would
nge thee His infinite word for.thy meditation; and hav-
ing driven forth the thieves, He would fill thy soul-

' temple with thoughts which. would be true wafshippers.-

person and ‘the one who was in perfect health,"

He would open thy lips and ‘thy mouth should show ‘forth

His praise. He would lead thee'in paths of rlghteousness )
He would put in. ‘thy* heart all the '~

for His name’ssake.
treasures of wisdom, and in thy hand all the power -of
grace.

bring thee sweet fragments of the songs above. The sins
of thought would be- blotted out with His blood. ~The door

. of heaven would be open to thee. -There would be a man-

proportlon as He is allowed to rule in 'your life, sin will .
be excluded, and health -and peace will result. Who-that -
looks at Russia to-day-can question the.value to a mation,

of a wise and beneficent ruler? And the-political state
of Russia is only a picture of the moral state of that life
.in which Jesus'is not crowned King. .

A further proof of the loving. purpose of God is found

" in the joyous ministry to which all are called who become

citizens of the kingdom of heaven, ‘and subjects of its

King. The Queen of Sheba was impressed with the hap-

" ‘piness of the men who wére Solomon’s servants. -She

‘noted that all about the king were busy, and she conceived
. it to be a proof of .God’s love, that' He’ had given them a
- king ‘Whose wisdom could provide opportumtles for the
-exercise 'of all their powers.

" The kmgdom of heaven'is no lazy man svparadxse S‘.ln
is forbxdden but holmess is commanded. I suppose you

would consider that man your frlend “who, for your sake,

sion in glory awaiting thee,’and loved ‘ones in heaven
expecting’ thee.-

i

II. .

. Let me now show.you that JESUS REIGNS THAT Hls
‘PEOPLE MAY BE ESTABLISHED FoOR EVER.

- The Queen.of Sheba recoghized the prmclple, that long.

life is’ found only m the way.of wisdom, and righteous-
ness. And God had “made Solomon kmg “bo establlsh h1s
people for éver.” .

- Look at thé principle disclosed here: men cannot stand *

alone, or establish themselves. The Queen of Sheba was

"a student of history, no doubt. And that is the history

of the world,.from Adam down—like sheep we go astray, -
.following one another. When. Moses was with thé people,
- they worshipped the Lord; but’in hig absence they made

a golden .calf. And that is Israel’s history. Here and

‘there arises a' godly- priest: or-king,- and while one min- -

- isters, or the other reigns, ‘the péople worsh1p God, but

would vote for a polltlcal party which had pledged itself .

to estdblish you jn a posmon of emolument and. power?
. And if so, is not God ydur friend? 'He_has exalted Jesus

that He might place the resources of all ' worlds at your

command. There is no effectual hindrance to that.man’s

progress-in whose life Jesus is King. . Sin is prohibited:

but the kingdom of Christ is a w1de Eden of flowing
; fountains; and fruxtful trees, and- smgmg bl!'dS-, and angel
ministries.

O ye ambitious men! but put the crown upon 'the brow.

of Jesus, and ye may vie with archangels and see if ye
cannot excel them in .giving glory to God.. There is no
limit to the’ -development of thatlife which is subject_to
the, sceptre of Jesus. It is like the lily which surpasses

"which grows™ into grandeur, becoming a pillar in the
.- temple of-God:' It is like the shining llght whlch shmeth
" more and more unto the perfect day. -

O unsdved man or-woman, what if Jesus were now:* thy

when the wise and stalwar{ leader dxesl, they lapse . mto..

idolatry again.

I could ‘point you to mar’iy melancholy’ i-llus‘trations of -

the same_principle., There is a young man. - He comes
from a Christian home.

.'-surrounded by. Christian mfluences, he lived an éxem-

) up. ~Where is:he now? ‘He "has- -plunged headlong into
sin’ sincé the restraint- of his parents’- precept and ‘ex- .

'

.between husband and w:fe
".sober man. In her. presence he was saved at least from,
‘outward sin. But now that she is gone, he has- returned

“ iR beauty theé splendout ‘of ‘Solomon. It is like the cedar -

<

King? He would cas‘t out thy eVll thoughts, as once Hé '

plary llfe But mother died, and the house was broken

aniple is withdrawn. And we have seen the same thing

’

agam to his wallowmg in the mire.

Does not this all’ point to the need which is 'wnwersa,uyj "

felt- that somewhere above this world of change there

.should be a changéless throne; that above this earth so

full of farewells to the dying, upon that changeless throne
should git One on-Whom death hath no-power; that He
shouldl take the control of human lives into Hls own

"(s'oéf)'.ﬁz

He would set before thme eyes, -an’ mherxtance,-
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not-away. He -
would waken. thine éar with His ¢ ‘still gmall voice”, and, .

.Angels ‘would--be your ministers, -the™ :
Spirit thy Comforter, and God thy- Father, if Jesus were = -
now thy King.” And 'because He loves thee God would set_ -

‘Jesus' King over 'thee ;

While he was living at home,’

While ‘she lived he .was a_
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_hands, and es-tabhéh them for ever? That need is sup-
plied in Jesus. God has made Him King that Hls people
might be established for ever.

God has given Him power over all ﬂesh that He may
give eternal life to as many as God has given Him. He
has the right to give thee life, sinner. He has purchased
that right. He gave.His life for thy life.
His endless life that He might, He might, have the right -
to give thee life eternal.
life.. It is His prerogative to pardon. He is King. The
life He gives is eternal. O sinner, He will not save thee
for a day, a week, or a month: if He saves thee at all,
He will save thee for ever. He will make thee a member

- of His body, a memper of His family, the bride of His-

heart’s'love; and He will establish thee for ever. -

He lives to pbead His 'rzghfteousness in thy behalf, and
He-will never die.. He lives to defend thee against all
thy foes: to pour out upon you His enabling grace. He
lives to make ready a mansion in the sky, to come again
and receive you unto Himself, and thus to estabhsh you
for ever.

‘How shall I plead with you to enter the kmgdom of
God? Come to Him now, and say, “O Jesus! I drove
the nails into' Thy hands and feet. It was my spear that
pierced Thy side.
blood that flowed therefrom! I lifted Thee up upon the
cross. Now I would put Thee on the throne of my heart.
I ecrowned Thee with thorns. I will put upon Thy brow
the crown of the kingdom of my life to-night. Once I
said, ‘If thou art a King, come down from the cross’.
Now I see that cross was mine, and Thou did’st hang
there for me, and wouldst not come down because of Thy
love. I come to Thee.” . '

“0 Lord, I yield, I yield,
: T-can hold out no more:
I sink, by dying love compelled
To own Thee Conqueror!”

Note: For many years the Editor wrote his sermons by hand.
He has hundreds of sermon manuscripts which have never
been published. This sermon, written a little over forty-
five years ago, was preached in the Y.M.C.A. Auditorium,
London, Ontario, when the Adelaide Street Church was
being enlarged to make room for the crowds attending. The
sermon is as true to-day as it was forty-five years ago.
It may be interesting to dbserve the-reference to Russia
even then. —T.T.S.

JOHN HUSS. AT THE STAKE

When John Huss, the Bohemian martyr, was brought
out to be burnt, they put on his head a triple crown of
paper, with painted devils on it. On seeing it, he said,
“My Lord Jesus 'Christ, for my sake, wore a crown of
—thorns; why should not I then, for His sake wear this
light crown, be it ever so ignominious. Truly I will do it,
and that willingly.”
bishops said, “Now, we commend thy soul to the devil.”
“But 1,” said Huss, lifting up his eyes to heaven, “do
commit my spirit into Thy hands, O Lord Jesus Christ;
to Thee I commend my spirit, which Thou hast redeemed.”
"When faggots were piled up to his very neck, the Duke of
Bavaria was officious enough to desire him to abjure.
“No,” said Huss, “I never preached ‘any doctrine of an
evil tendency; and what I taught with my lips I now seal
with my blood.”

He laid down'

He has the power to give thee,

Forgive my sin, and wash me in the.

When it was set upon his head, the’

- gifts to THE ‘GOSPEL WITNESS Fund.

THE GOSPEL WITNESS CIRCULATION
: JINCREASING
E ARE happy “to report large additions to our cir-
) culation in recent months. There has been really
no special effort to increase the circulation, but new sub-
scrlptlons literally poured in during December. We can
account for it only on the assumption that our readers
are enjoying the paper, and telling ‘their neighbours and
friends about it so that they subscribe. Please keep up
the good~work, that the stream of new subscriptions
may continue. -
We should like to report also that, without any solici-

tation, since the first of December two thousand and-

seventy-one dollars ($2,071.00) have been received as
In reporting this,
however, we must remind our readers that this does not
put us on Easy Street, nor even on Safe Street. But.it

_does help us to walk Hopeful Avenue with an easier mind.-

At all our great prayer meetings constant intercession
is made for. THE GOSPEL WITNESS for blessing upon its

messages, for the Editors who write, and for its financial. '

support. We accept this encouraging experience of De-
cember as an answer to prayer, and give God the praise.

. LAST SUNDAY IN ]ARVIS STREET

HE first Sunday of 1951 was a good day in Jarvis
Street. We report it because we have received a
number of letters recently either expressing appreciation
of such little Jarvis ‘Street news as we have given, or
else expressing a desire for more Jarvis Street news.

Well, hereit is: In the morning Rev. Arthur J. Burn-
‘ham, a product of Toronto Baptist Seminary, and now
General Secretary of The Gideons Canadian Interna-
tional, was our special speaker. 'Mr. Burnham gave us a
fine address. 'He did not burden us with -statistics,
which no one could remember; but, rather, told .us of
the Gideons’ work in placing Bibles in hotels, -hospitals,
and penal institutions, and giving them to the pupils in
many schools. -

Then he told us what wonders had been wrought
through the reading of the word of God as a result of
the Gideon ministry. Jarvis Street people love the word
of God. Nearly everyone carries a Bible, and loving
the Word, they believe in it with all their hearts. Hence

. when an, appeal is made to circulate the Bible, the people

/4

respond. The usual offerings were received at .the
usual time, and then, as is our practice, a special retiring
offering was taken after the address for the object
which had been presented. The offering amounted to
$276.86. (If more should reach the office later, it will
be sent to The Gideons as a supplementary contribution.)
Mr. Burnham told us this was the largest offering re-
ceived by The Gideons from any church in Canada. In
some churches the offerings are very small. But that is
to be expected. People who do not read the Bible for
themselves, who do not open it for months together,
are not likely to feel that it is either a privilege or a
duty to put the Bible in the hands of others. On the other
hand, a Bible-loving congregation is bound to be in-
terested in the distribution of God’s word to otlier people.

\

-At the evening service a large congregation was pres-

ent. The Pastor preached the sermon contained in this
issue. There was a large attendance at the Commurnion
Service following, and a number, of new members were
received. In all departments of our work we afe happy

to report that in Jarvis Street the tide is coming in.

~

o

o
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“—PREACHINC TO ITCHING EARS”
) By Albert J- Penner, D.D.

Minister, Broadway Tabernacle Church (Congregational)
New York City, ‘in The Presbyterian Tribune

N A familiar passage, the Apostle Paul warns Timothy
& that the time is coming “when people will not endure
sound teaching, but having itching ears they will -accumu-
late for themselves teachers to suit their own likings and
will turn away from listening to the truth and wander
into myths.” . .

There are many who maintain that such a time has
now come. Charles Clayton Morrison, editorializing in
the Christian Century Pulpit for September, 1950, writes
on the unique difficulty of preaching today as follows:

The . Christian preacher confronts a situation today
which is without precedent. He .has to present the
gospel to a society that once believed it, but believes it
no more. This statement is an exaggeration, of course,
for many do believe, and even among those who do not
there remains a certain residuum of respect for the
church and its message. But if you read the sermons
‘of mid-19th century preachers you sense an assurance
that, by and large, their auditors acknowledge the
truth of Christianity and needed only to be persuaded
to act upon it. This is not the case today. But the
-modern preacher in Western society. has to present ihe
gospel’to a generation which regards it with disillusion-
ed indifference as something outworn and laid aside.
The preacher can neither presuppose a fundamental, .
albeit inert, acknowledgment of its truth nor hope to
arrest attentlon as the 'brmger of “good news”. The
gospel, for our society, is no longer “news” at all. ' It
has been relegated, so to speak, from the front page

. to an obscure corner in the back of the paper. Large
sections of the community, including more church mem-
bers than we like to think, do not take seriously the

* offer of salvation through Christ as a realistic answer
to the deep needs of the human soul. How shall the
preacher address' his message to a society which once
beheved it but believes it no more?

Drift Toward Unbelief

Dr. Morr1son s is not ‘the only voice which speaks out
in this fashion about the crisis in belief. Nor is it only
churchmen who join in this diagnosis. In his book, The
American Mind, Professor Henry Steele Commager dis-
cusses the revolution which has occurred since approxi-
mately the late eighties and hineties of the last century.
Speaking generally, the transition is one from “the age
of confidence to the age of doubt.” Under the impact of
the new science he says, “God, Providence, Design, first
causes, theological ends all evaporated; such- concepts as

soul, immortality, free will, were seen as whimsies witle

which men tried to console themselves; the line between
life and death like the line between mind and matter was
blurred, and life itself was explained as a convenient but
not Very accura-te term for, the chemical process of
oxidation.”

Mr. E. B. White of New Yorker fame, writing about
religion in his own family, probably describes what has
happened in many American families. He says,

In this house we cling to a few relics of religion, but
there is no heart in it. If we possess faith (and I guess
we do) it is of a secret and unconsecrated sort, ill at
‘ease in a church. Once or twice a year wé go to church
as we might visit the Museum of Natural History; on
a sudden impulse to see the strange sight, such as a
~whale suspended in.air . .". the church sometimes seems
painfully un-imaginat-ive in its attempt to perpetuate
a faith which has been guttered by so many fires.
Whether or not people are essentially less religious
than they used to be, I don’t know, but it is obvious

.almost every man in his heart expected its end.”

that something has happened. . . . As parents we have
never worked out a religious program———we just drift.
“ I go to church once in a while and sing the hymns very
loud . . . but for the most part religion is tucked away
in the bottom drawer, among things we love but never -
use. In two generations there has been a great falling-
off. When I was a child I could feel heaven slipping.
My father was a God-fearing man, but he never missed
a copy of the New York Times either . . . by the stand-
ards of 100 years ago, my family is a group of mis-
guided agnostics, seeking after an illusive beauty and
fumbling for grace on a frequency of 860 Kkilocycles.

Nor is this drift .toward unbelief evident only .among
intellectuals. It is observable in all elements of our
population. This is a part of the spiritual and cultural
climate of our time. Masses®f people find the language
of Christian theology as unfamiliar as a. foreign tongue.
The Scriptures are an unknown book. People are cut,
off from vital Christian fellowship, and they have ‘iso-
lated and insulated themselves from any living contact
with a vigorous and live Christian tradition. They are
rootless. They absorb secular and material values with
the air they breathe. Be ye conformed to this world
is the advice most universally heeded.

It may be that the picture which I have drawn is quite
distorted by the fact that I have used only dark colors
and have not included any bright hues. The picture is
not by any ‘'means all black. But can we question that
the picture has much black in it? Can we really ques-
tion that there is much in our present religious sxtua-
tion wh1ch should seriously dlsturb us"

Historical I’erspectxve

It may help us to see our present situation from a
broader historical perspective. Looking at the sweep of
Christian history I think one can state that the situation
of the Church and of Christianity has always been criti-
cal. Oftensince the days of Elijah have ardent servants
of the Lord felt that they alone of all the people had not
bowed the knee to Baal. Survival of the Christian move-
ment during the firgt three centuries was not without
its element of miracle. In the middle of the 12th cen-

‘tury, Bernard of Cluny wrote:

The world is very evil;

The times are waxing late;
Be sober and keep vigil,
The judge is at the gate.

Here is a comment on the English religious scene from
about the year 1725. “I have lived to see that, final crisis,
when religion hath lost its hold on the minds of the
people.” "And to come closer to our own time, here are
words ascribed to Robertson of Brighton about 100 years
ago: “I wish I did not hate preaching so much, but the
degradation of being a Brighton preacher is almost in-
tolerable . 'by the change of the times ﬁhe pulpit has .
lost its place

Christianity has known both its perlods of ebb but
also its periods of flow. To quote G. K. Chesterton,
“Christianity has died many times and risen again; for
it had a God that knew the way out of the grave. Three’

-or four times, at least, in the history of Christendom the

whole soul 'seemed to have gone out of Christianity; and
But in
every instance thé tides of faith began to flow strongly
again and there was. a great perlod of inward renewal.
So strong has the flow been even in recent times that
Prof. Latourette of Yale University speaks of the 19th
century as the great century of Christian expansion.
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However we ‘must. not permxt the. fact that the Gospel
has remarkable powers_of renewal to mduce in us a mood
“Don’t worry.

bad before. It will all come rlg-ht in the end.”.

_ On the other hand we must not-yield 400 much to the

mood of despair and discouragement. We must avoid,

. -both the Scylla of an.unwarranted optlmlsm and also
“the Charybdls of .an unbelieving pesslmlsm ‘Perhaps ‘we +faith of which he.is-uttely sureand he .announces it with.

have been expectmg too much, "‘There is no .doubt, that
especially American Christians expected a very great
-..deal of Christianity..- They were' setting about “the
‘evangelization-of the 'world. in-this géneration,” 'and ‘the -
- historical ‘movement: which - Prof Latourette has. traced

" ‘made it appear ag if Chrlstlamty was an 1rres1st1ble force

. NOW -on- ‘the move; onward and upward, conquenng and .
to conquer. ‘. . g

.. . .In 1905, the late Presxdent Oharles Cuthbert Hall of

" tion Which'our Lord ‘asked :
_ will He find faith.on the earth?” -

" . with. the possibility, of . failuie."
; mendous power of res1stance ‘to the Gospel seemed to.us -

e ‘What then shall*we do?"

Umon made-a trip-around the world, lecturing widely in
Asia.” He returned with glowing optimism and 'made the"
predlctlon that all ‘Agia was on the verge ‘of lbecommg
" Christian.” Those,were ‘the dayl in w'hxch Wllham Detht
Hyde -of. Bowdoin wrote .. “ . .

_ Creation’s Lord; we glve ‘Thee ﬁhanks .
'I“hat thls 'I‘hy world is mcomplete

" Men felt that the fxnal v1ctory of Chrlstlanlty could notx

-.-be far away, and. that they were ‘about, to. brmg' 1n. the

- ngdom R

- We cannot re-adlly adJust our mmds to the idea that
‘we may -have been’ wrong ‘about our optimistic notions
- that.year ‘by year-in progresswely visible forms we were'
“actually building Jerusalem .in. America’s green ‘and
pleasant‘ land,. as well. as ‘elsewhere.around the- world.
-We have not serlously enough wrestled with ‘the ques-
“When the’ Son of man tomes .
Apparenftly he ‘reck-

oned with the posslblllty of fallure We never reckoned

alrniost a treasonable lack of. fauth 1n the Gospel and in-
Go o .
' How Shall We Preach? s

- How shall we preach the
" Gospel:toa soclety which ‘once beheved it, but beheves it
no more?. . . - .

‘First of all, we preachers must beheve the Gospel our-
selves.
_of ‘emphasis.

 Congregationd]l ministers.in the -Chicago -area. -1 dont
_recall the specific results; but in general there was not
only vast disagreement among the ministers as to what
bhey believed but qulte a ‘number .of them were unsure
whether they beheved in God-or the IGospel at all.,

One’ can have great respect for an_honored teacher

To beheve in the tre-

beheve in his own preachung, if there is. lackmg the true

note of. sincerity, (a lack which a layman can readily .

Things “have been - detect) how can he expect others to believe and become .

" established in.-the falth" .

“an address on rellglon, or ethics; or psychology, or- social
‘We need ourselves first of-all- -~.
- to" be inspired by constant fresh reminders -of the im- -

When_a man like Billy: Graham comes dround” vast _.'
crowds furn- out to hear, and many stay to pray. He -

may be dogmatic and nafrow and naive, but he has &

the same voice of authorlty -with which Paul dared to
say, “But if we; or an angel from Heaven, should preach
to you a, Gospel contrary to that whlch we preach to you,
"let himr be accursed ¢

What Shall We Preach?
Jn the second place We must keep on preachmg the
Gospel I am sure there will be no Christian revival by
" preaching anything else or anything less than- the Gospel.

We professedly believe in'“the offer of ‘salvation through '
'Chrlst as a realistic answer to the deep needs of -the - i
And yet I .have the. uneasy.. feehng that . ... -.-

haman_soul.”

many Christian, ministers, especlally ‘those whe bélong:
. to ‘the liberal tradition, do not: really .know what to do

. with this Jesus Christ—the Gospel becomes equated with
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the - spirit of Rotary, and modern -psychology is better RV
..'than salvation.” .- . . .

A recent writer speaks of the “wralthhke sxlence of the_
Christiarni ‘pulpit in ‘the area of Ghrlstology," and he.adds, .-
Sthig silence, from the' pulplt is not-calculated to win.a -

. Christian vxctory i the struggle
.h:umamty ” '

It is so- easy to: forget that we have a Gospel to pro-
" claim. We tend 1o be altogether too prosaic about. our
preaching.’ The weekly sermon becomes a weekly chore;
_issues, .or_world affairs. .

portance and' privilege of our office. It is for this reason

,.that I try to find each-year-a book by -a- Christian min- ™ .
‘- ister -who.has' an. exalted- conceptlon of his tdsk. "If-we". .-
are to convey to our hearers somethmg of the wonder and® -
- power -of -the Gospel” we\must ourselves feel lits wonder -

- -and* power > :

T recommend such 'a, bogk as P.. T, Forsyth’s Posztwe o

Preaching and the Modern Mind, which, though more
than 40 years old, is.fresh and new. One of the things it -

“ did for me: was tha't it.sent me ‘back 10 re-réading. the".
" Epistles of ‘Paul.
That is perfectly obvious but nonetheless in. need for -us ministers’if,. as’'we, sit down to work at.our ser-
A few years ago -some notoriety was: glven .

. , to a repOI't Of th'e conv'lctlons or lack of conVlctlonS of a chapter llke Ephemans 8. :For here Pau] expresses the

I think it would be a good exercise
"mons and before we step- mto the pulpxt, -we were to -read

sense of awe that fills his heart-and mind as he realizes -
that to 'hlm, Paul, has been revealed the-divine mystery'
"which was hidden for ages,. and that to him, of -all .the
people who live or who ‘ever have lived, has this grace
been given, “to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ.”
If we really believe in the Gospel how can we. preac'h

. like Prof John Dewey but I.could not help feeling that -~ anything else -or anythmg"less" A

some of the praxse that came to -lim from churchmen . :

" onthe occasion -of his 90th bxrthday recently indicated not, worry. too much about the state of religion and the .
; that these churchmen did not séem to care: that he is

. a naturallst and humamst and that his fundamental

_ philosophical and- metaphysical: position; unless I. am not built on a rock. The earthquake’ shocks of recent . R

completely mlstaken, is m total opposltlon to. the evan-
. gelical .Christian faith. . : . - :

", “If thé trumpet give an uncertam sound who shall

prepare h]rmself to the ’bat;tle"" If the preacher does not’

Furthermore, if we really believe this Gospel we: shall

crisis in belief. ‘Our confident secular culture is.not.
nearly as strong as it may appear to be. Its house is

decades reveal to many how vulnerable our materlahstlc,
humanistic culture is.-
disruptive. effects of wars and ‘'mgjor soc1a1 cataclysms
- Prof. Ralph Barton Perry has wntten, e

’

for the soul of.

Referring to ‘the tremendously S

©oaq KIS
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When the bomb- crater is deep enough it uncovers
unseen strata and forgotten deposits of the past. Simi-
larly 'war pulverizes custom, releases primitive animal
and- human impulses, and- recalls forgotten memories
of the past. . It disturbs minds as well as bodies. ‘It
stirs slumbermg doubts. Men question what they 'have
taken for. granted—the state, the law, the economic
system, the doginas of religion, the curriculum of edu-
cation, the prevailing moral ‘codes, the cult of science,
.-the hope -of progress.
philosophy relevant to lee, and closes the gulf between
the philosopher and the man of affairs.

. I would add that this present crisis also makes theology -
- relevant’ te life,” and it closes the gulf between the

theologian and fhe man of. affairs as well as the man
on the street. Men are driven to think again in earnest
terms about the real bases of ex1stence

George_ Bernard Shaw ‘has ‘not usua lly beén classified

" ‘among the “Defenders ‘of the Faith”;“indeed it is diffi-

o

cult to classify him at all- or to be . sure whether he was
flippant or serious. - Sometimes a fleeting incident may
be more ‘revealing-of the' depths of a man than'an entire
. book. “In his, autobiography (River of Years), Dr. Joseph
Fort Newton tells how he sat next: to Shaw on:the stage

. of Albert Hall in London at the great service of national

_ thanksgiving at the".close of World ‘War I The vast

audience rose and sang “the 'hymn, “O ‘God Our Help in.
O Ages Past

and duririg'the singing Shaw appeared vis-
ibly moved. : As they sat.down -he whispered to Newton,

“I would rather ‘have’ wrltten this hymn than all my sllly_

plays.” .
Our Gospel is founded upon thls rock and therefore

* it will survive the earthquake shocks that are threatening
it today as it ‘has withstood such shocks before:.

‘People
may not endure its teachings and may turn away from
listening to its truth and wandei into myths. But false-
-htoods ‘and.myths. become illusions that bétray .men. . Men

"'may listen again. to voices which once they ‘scorned. ‘His:

.- tory shows that Chrlstlamty has. never .been more crea-

tive-than-in hours of crisis. The Gospel may bécome news
again to a soc1ety that has ‘almost: forgotten it, and it

-. may. be  our -good: fortune -as.Heralds ‘of the Word to ad-

dress its message to \people who will listen to it with new
rattentmn, and a new w1llmgness to belleve

ABOUT,THE ARTICLE “PREACHING TO -

ITCHING EARS”

T I'{'E article n_amed in our caption appears élsewhere
.in this issue. It was forwarded 'to us by Rev. Thomas

- Buckton Pastor of Zion Presbyterian Church, Foster-
. burg, 111, - .

We ‘heard from Mr ,.Buckton some llttle whlle ago

. when he told us that heé was an usher in the gallery
-when. we ‘began.our ministry. in Jarvis Street forty

years ago. In forwarding this article, he says: “It seems .
s1gn1ﬁcant to me that the modernistic chickens are com-
ing fomie to roost"

series of sermons on, ‘God and This Troubled World'.

* You could well begin a revised series—Remeémber some .

‘of 'the titles?—Will 'God Ever Intervene’?..‘How to -
‘Watch for the Morning’. ‘The Gertamty of a Perfect
Day’...I wish you would do that agdin.”

We appreciate Mr. Buckton’s kindness in- sendmg us .

_'"the article -which"we ‘reproduce,” ‘and upon whuch ‘we

ventute to offer a’few comments: A

" ‘of The Presbyterian Tribune.
_ that the Presbyterian Church jn the United States, as a

. ‘This present crisis.makes . .

N Then he adds: “I have been looking
_ * over that -old folder (1915) -when you preached a whole

The author of the article is entirely unknown %o us.
Nor are we at all familiar with the theological temper
We do know, however,

. whole, is deéidedly modernistic. It was.from that body
Dr. Car] McIntire, Dr. Gresham Machen, Dr. Dick Wilson,
Dr. J Oliver Buswell, arid many oth'ers w1thdrew be-
-¢ause. of their modernism. .

We .know, too, that The Christian Century quoted in’
this article, is one of the leading eprnents if not the
leading one, of theological Modernism in America.

Surely; when for nearly two ‘generaltions the puipits
of the land too generally have been engaged in teaching:
the people not to beliéve, the gospel; that the Bible was
not true; that Jesus Christ was not God manifest in
_the flesh; ‘that the blood of Christ is not necessary to

" the remission of sih—we say, after ‘nearly two genera- .

tions  of such teaching, is’ it surprising that the mass of
the people turn away from the church, and 'have nothing
but contempt for its message?

From' ‘the beginning of our ministry “we ‘have -not
shunned. to declare the whole counsel of - God. We have
proved in thousands of ‘cases literally, that the gospel
is still the power of ‘God unto salvation. We have proved
that human nature is the same as it always. has been.
Sin is the same. 'The gospel is the same. The grace.
of God is the same. The power of the Holy Ghost is
‘the same,—in other words that Jesus Christ is the same,
yesterday, to-day, dnd for ever.

By a singular coincidence this issue of THE 'GOsPEL
WITNESS contains two sermons by the ‘Editor, one of
last Sunday evening, and one printed from manuscript
written forty-five years ago. They were in type before
we read the article, “Preaching to Itching Ears”. This
has been our testimony, and whoever will trouble to
‘read” both sermons will see that, while' they differ in
form, they are identical in doctrine.- We have proved

* that there is no attraction comparable to the word of

God preached in demonstration of the Spirit, and of
_.power. We have never had to complain of meagre con-
gregatxons The attendance at our Thursday night Bible
Lectures is larger than in many churches of a Sunday.

We have .said it béfore, and we repeat it: Modernistic

preachérs wxll have -to return to the. preachmg of the -
gospel to save themselves and their church'es, if not to -

save their hearers.

«

A NOTE ‘'ON. THE HOPE EDUCATIONAL
+  REPORT. -

NTARIO daily papers, and those in-Quebec also, have
-given. much space-to a. discussion of the Report of -

the Royal Commission on. Educatmn which was- tabled .

just before Christmas after years of study.- Unfortun-
ately thig Report is not.yet.dvailable for general distribu-.
tion, according to the information we have received from .
the Chjef Director of Education for Ontario. Just as

soon’.as- -We obtain .a ‘copy of this highly . controversial -

docuinent- we shall- have -more - to - -gay on- -the subject.’
Cardinal McGuigan of Toronto has already protested -
vigorously against at least one of its’ proposals, namely,
“that - 6f restricting the-scope of Roman Catholic Séparate.
- Schools. We understand. that the Report also recomimends. -
" the. withdrawal of - the- privilege - granted to French-:
.Canadian Koman- Catholics of having’ their .own.Normal
‘School, separated from the. others by religious, linguistic. .
-and raclal barners and yet mamtamed out of the pubhc

o

W
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purse.. These are warmly contested questions, and if
this Report is not quietly shelved by mutual consent of
the politicians, it will doubtless prove to be a fruitful
source for the production of political footballs that will
make or bregak future governments of Ontario.

It is not the habit of THE GOSPEL WITNESS to discuss
matters of which it has no direct knowledge, and we shall
therefore await the publication of the Hope Commission’s
Report before saying anything about it. In nearly thirty
years of publication, this paper has never had to apolo-
gize for any statement it has made, though we deal with
many warmly controversial subjects. This is because we
have made it a rule not to speak until we are sure of
what we say. However, we do venture to express the
hope that the Cmtario government will not delay the
printing and publication of this Report until it has
grown so old and gray as to have lost all its interest and
actuality.—W.S.W.

“KIWANIS ACTS IN COMPLETE SUB-
MISSION TO THE CHURCH”

URPRISING as it may seem to Kiwanians outside of

Quebec, the above title is translated from a_Montreal

French-language paper, which followed it with a report
to this effect: R

In the course of his annual report yesterday before the
St. Laurent Kiwanis Club, the retiring president, Mr. L.
Eugene Courtols, took apecml care to emphasize that this
social club acts in everything in a spirit of complete sub-

mission to the religious authorities of the diocese. “I chose
the occasion,” he reminded his hearers, “offered to us last
September by the inauguration by Mgr. Léger (the Arch-
bishop of Montreal) of the two swimming pools constructed
at our expense at the Notre-Dame de Liesse School to renew
publicly to our spiritual chief, the agsurance of our perfect
conformity to his views and directives.”

This was_one of the essential remarks of Mr. Courtois . . .

Canon Law Condemns Masons and Others

It is generally known that the Canon Law of the Roman
Church condemns to the extreme penalty. of excommuni-
cation those who have joined the Masons. Canon 23835
of the Code of Canon Law is explicit in this matter:

Canol; 2335.—Persons who have themselves emrolled in the
masonic sect, or in other associations of the same kind which

pso facto excommunication reserved simply to the Apostollc

In this connection it is to be noted that a book, 4 Pmc-
tical Commentary on the Code of Canon Law, Woywood,
‘bearing the imprimatur of Francis J. Spellman, Arch-
bishop of New York, and published in the year 1943,
asserts that in the United States the decision as to which
societies are. forbidden is referred to a committee con-
sisting 'of all the archbishops and: that in case they are
unable to reach an unanimous verdict the matter should
be referred to the Holy See, that is the pope: “so that
absolute uniformity of discipline might be had on thjs
matter in all the dioceses of the United States.” - In
other words a Roman Catholic citizen of the United
States is not free to Jom any club or society until he
asks the pope'

The same book also notes that the following societies
" have been forbidden: The Independent Order of Good
Templars, the Odd Fellows, the Sons of Temperance, the

“tained in such societies under certain conditions.

rlot against the Church or the legitimate civil powers, incur- .
_ questioningly.

Knights of Pythias. Under certain conditions, however,
the Holy Office (i.e., the Inquisition) detlared on Janu-
ary 19, 1896, that “passive membership” may be re-
All
such cases, however, must be submitted either to the
Apostolic Delegate, the pope's personal representative in
this country, or the Archbishop. We presufne that the
same general rules apply to English-speaking Roman
Catholics in Canada. But in Quebec it is different. In
that Roman Catholic province 'the Hierarchy condemns
all clubs and societies except those under the direct con-
trol of the priests. But even in Quebec, where nothing
changes, it would seem that the Church of Rome has
found it expedient to bend somewhat to the current of
things; and to allow some of the more prosperous French-
Canadian Roman Catholics to join the Kiwanis Club. It
probably does so because it cannot prevent them. But
it is still powerful enough to require the sort of abject:
submission expressed in the above speech of the retir--
ing president of the St. Laurent Kiwanis of Montreal.

Rome Gives the Command

And perhaps some light on this might be Yhed by the
marching orders .that the new Archbishop gave to the
militants of Catholic Acblon who greeted hlm at the
New Year. Said Mgr. Léger:

You are the spiritual capital, the very wealth of the Church,
that is to say, a capital of self-denial and devotion.

Each one sees the probleins from the angle of his own
personality, but the comprehensmn based on mutual love
reabsorbs all divergences in the: most harmonious unity.
Such is the motto of Catholic Action. Wealth comes
from the diversity of minds, but its coherence comes from

-unity based on affection for the Church, whose.goals must

be pursued above every other consideration.

Just as boldly as_you claim the rights of the GHurch, so
humbly ought you, in intimacy, to know your limits. Your
strength comes from your clear, precise recognition of the
goals that the Church sets for you. The essential is to do
nothing selfishly for oneself but for the triumph of the ends
pursued by the Church.

In other words, the militants of Catholic Action are
soldiers whose it is

. Not to question why, But to do and die.” -

In public they boldly defend the Roman Church, in pri-
vate before their priests they must be humble and
submissive, ready to take orders and obey them un-
Their sole aim is the greater glory of
the church; and that end, it would .appear, is sufficient
to justify obedience to any priestly order. -

The briefing that the new Archbishop gave his
Catholic Actionists sounds like an echo of the rules de-
vised by Ignatius -Loyola for his Jesuits. And the
humble “spirit of complete submission to the religious
authorities” expressed by the Montreal Kiwanis sounds
much more like an echo from Rome than from the
Kiwanis International. If Rome cannot break an or-
ganization, or boycott it, it often employs another
favourite scheme: 1t,mf111:rates it and then constrains it
from within to bow in “a spu‘lt of complete submission.”

—WSW

A Hindoo woman said to a missio'na'ry, “Surely, you}
Bible was written by.-2a woman.” “Why?” “Because it

says so many kind things for women. Our pundits never
refer to us but in reproach.”

/
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JESUS

The Jarvis Street Pulpit

ONLY

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening. January T7th,

1961

(Electrically Recorded)

“For we have not followed cunningly’ devised fables, when we made known unto
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses- of his

majesty.

. “For he receiv.ed from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a
voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well

pleased.

“And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in

. the holy mount.”—2 Peter, 16, 17, 18.

. ) Prayer Before -the Sermon
O Lord it is written that no man knoweth the Son but the
Father; neither knoweth any man the Father save the Son, and
e to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him; we are shut up to
Thyself. Only as Thou art pleased to disclose Thyself, and un-
veil Thy glory to our view can we see Thee as Thou art. We
have read this gvening of Thy transfiguration on the mount,

when the disciples saw Thee as they had not seen Thee

before. We pray that in our measure we also may see Thee
. this evening a little more clearly than we have ever seen
Bring us, we pray Thee, into the secret place

enshroud us, that Thy name may be glorified, for Jesus’
sake, Amen. . '

HE apostles always, in their ministry; will be found

to have viewed the things of time in the perspective
of eternity. While they taught without fail the profit-
ableness of godliness to the life that now is, they always
showed that. its supreme value is to be realized in the
life that is to come. Inthis Chapter before us the apostle
Peter speaks. of the relation of spiritual culture, the
culture of the soul, to spiritual vision. Those who ‘“add
to (their) faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to
knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and
to patiende godliness; and to godliness.brotherly kind-
ness; and to brotherly kindness charity. If these things,”
he said, “be in you, and abound, they make you that ye
shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge
of -our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these
things . . . ” — he who Has left school and has not ad-
dressed himself with diligence to the culture of the soul,

to the cultivation of spiritual graces, who has not de-
veloped his Christian character—*he that lacketh these

things is blin,d-, and cannot see afar off, and hath for-
gotten that he was purged from his old sins.”

I rerpember coming upon that passage a good many
years- ago when it seemed to me to provide a solution of
a problem that had troubled me. I have known men who
made a profession of faith in the Lord Jesus, and who
for a while seemed to run well, but who, after the pass-
age of years, seemed to suffer their spiritual life to de-
cline, until at last they were unmoved by the story of the
cross, and 'seemed to have.no interest in the precious

- blood, and appeared to live for time rather than for eter-
nity. It appeared to me that this is the solution of the
problem. Having failed to go on with Christ, and to
grow up, into Him, Who is our Head in all things—lack-

7

ing these things they cannot see afar off—they become
spiritually near-sighted—in the present, without spiritual
culture; and for the future, no prospect, and for the
past, no inspiring retrospect. They had forgotten that
they were purged from their old sins.

This apostle, in common with the others, exercised him-
self so to minister the word of God that those who heard
him would be fitted for the Divine presence—*“For so an
entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus

: IChrist:" Then he goes on to say, “That is my job, that

‘is my business, and I will not be negligent to put you
always in remembrance of these things. I shall teach

" you the lesson over and over again, until it be thoroughly

learned, in order that ye may be established in the
present truth.” Then he says a very interesting thing
I think. He says, “I am not going to be here very long;
I must put off my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus
Christ hath shewed me.” But he says, in effect, “I am
determined so to preach the Word to. you that there will
be lodged in your minds the great verities of the Chris-
tian Gospel, so that after my decease, when I am gone.
you will have these things in remembrance.”” The true --
minister of Christ ought always to be thinking of estab-
lishing the people in the truth of the Gospel.

I

Then he brings forward his master argument, in sup-
port of the Divine authority and finality of the Chris-
tian revelation, and of the Gospel which proclaims it.
He tells us that THE SUBSTANCE OF THE GOSPEL IS THE
POWER AND PRESENCE AMONG MEN OF INCARNATE DEITY ;
that God has actually come down to men. There were
fhose who did not believe it then, and there are still to
be found people who do not believe it now; but he de-
clared that the substance of it all was making known the
power and presence of the Lord Jesus. He declares that
he did not find his authority for this proclamation in
“cunningly devised fables.” Oh, how many there are who
still regard the Bible as a book of fables. I suppose in
by far the majority of the theological institutions of this
-continent, that is what students are taught—that the
Bible is_d book of fables. There are elements of truth
in it, but after all, it cannot be depended upon, and one
must exercise care, discernment and diserimination be-

'}
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tween that which is ‘true and that which is false.. Peter
says, “We haye not followed cunningly devised fables,

when we made known unto you the power and coming .

of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

The -essence of the '‘Gospel is the power and coming of
Christ. I do not very often look to see what the com-
mentators have said. Sometimes I'do just to see in.what
conpany I find -myself: I notice.that most of them say
that the “coming” here refers to the second. Advent of
our Lord. I do not so believe.
is parousia; it is used as 'descriptive of the second Ad-
vent, but it 1s used 1n a great many other senses Paul

e e~

_of Stephanas
Advent hére, but to the first, and the word may properly
be rendered ‘presence”. For the essence of the Gospel

. is this—that- this. sinful ‘world .has- been privileged ‘to :

enjoy the power and-presence of the Lord of Glory. We
say for ourselves, taking the Scripture: “We.know that -

- the Son of 'God is come, and-hath given us an under-

standing, that we may know him that is true.” We have
no question whatever about the historicity, the histori-
cal accuracy of these inspired records which tell us of
..the coming of the: Son of God from glory to ‘this earth:
In the begmmng God walked. with man in the’ garden, in
. the cool of the day, and by" the aboundlng grate of God
at last the tabernacle of God is again to be with men,
and He will dwell with them. “No man hath.seen God
“at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the
‘bosom of the Father, he hath declared- him.” - “And the
Word was made flesh, and dwelt (or tabernacled) among

us;”: the Word of God became Incarnate and appeared ]

among men in power.

)

That is the stupendous fact, that God has come, and’

He has opened communication between earth and Heaven.
"When war is actually declared, or recoghized as' an
established fact' bétween nations, their respective am-
bassadors are withdrawn, and they" hold no further com-
munication’ with', each other, but meet on the field of

- battle to fight it out, and to- determme the issue by, force
. of arms. God might have dotie that, ‘but He did, n6t sever.

all communication. On the contrary He"sent, as His

" plenipoténtiary,-as His supreme and supremely’ eridowed
" and authorized Ambassador; His only begotten® Soh;; -and"*

"Peter here says that- when they made ‘known that fact

‘of the presence of the Son of: Glory on .earth,- they. had -

.- good fourndation for-so’ declarmg ~And His presence on
earth was accompamed by power. .“This begmnmg of
" miracles,”
“did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, .and mamfested forth his
glory - The word for miracles there ‘is really signs.
“This beglnmng of (signs)‘ did. Jesus in Cana of
Galilee, and manifested -forth his glory.”. -And then -in
his "Gospel. further John says at last “And many other
signs truly did" Jesus m “the presence ¢f his d1sc1ples
wh1ch aré not written if this book.” Only. a selection
is here recorded. But listen-—“These’ are written, that

. ye 'might believe- that Jesus' is the.Christ, the ‘Son of
. God;-and that believihg ye .might have life through his
© — name.”

And these disciples, Péter and John, had wit-
nessed-the going forth of the Divine energy; -they had
seen Him.still the tempest; they had seen Him hedl the
lepér, and the fevered patient, ‘and ‘open the .eyes of the
blind; théy ‘had walked with Him as“He  went- about

everywhere doing good, even saying to the dead, “Come’

forth,” and_ they had seen .the_ dead respond to the. life-

The word, as you know,

"No, no, it does not refer to the second'

- or' Elijah.”’
"always ready with an- answer, ‘said, .in Luke’s ac¢count,: "
" “The 'Christ of God,” and in another

it is said of the turning of -water into wine,

o

call of the Son of ‘God. So’that when they declared the
Gospel they declared the presence and the power of J esus
Christ, and Peter said, “(We) were eyethnesses of his
majesty.” No mortal tongue, or pen in the hand of mor-

tal man could describe the glory and the power which ~~

.were manifested on the mount of transfxguratlon

The Son of God wrapped His: Deity in.our humanity.
He ‘was made in the'likeness- of ‘sinful ‘flesh—his flesh -
was not sinful, but as_was the flesh of the first Adam
before the fall, as that was sinless, so was the flesh of
the second Adam, but it concealed. the glory of His Deity.
in order, paradoxxcal as it may seem, that His glory
“might be fevealed.
time; the only begotten Son, whlch is in the bosom of -
thé Fathér, he hath declared him.” . And on Mount’ Tabor, -
as-He prayed He allowed the glor.y to sh,ine_t'h'roug-h the
-physical veil. - He was' not other, on; that occasion, than
He always was; not other than He had always been. It
was simply, a disclosure of theé Divine essence, letfing -
‘the glory and the Majesty of Deity shme\ forth, and .
‘Peter says, “(We) were eyew1tnesses of his maJesty
They had seen Him in glory, and it .is said " that .His.
face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white
and glistering, and-before that Heavenly vision they were:
filled with fear, and fell on their -faces to the ground. .

. Peter, now recallmg his experlence there sald “(We)
were eyew1tnesses of his maJesty . . B

" For “No-man hath seen God at any: -

=

-~

. .II . . -

The transﬁguratlon of Christ he speaks of as THE

PROOF OF THE REALITY AND FINALITY OF THE REVELATION . -

OF GoD' IN CHRIST. Mr. Whitcombe read to you this
evening an account-of the discussion which had taken
place some eight days before the transfiguration. Our
Lord was in. prayer, and- rising perhaps. from prayer. He
gaid to His d1sc1ples in Luke’s account, “Whom say the
people that. I am?” and in another account, “Whom do
‘men say that I the Son of man-am?” They said, “Some,
‘say- that thou art .John the Baptist:. some, Elias; and
others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.” That was all.
they' knew. Here was a gréat Prophet from Nazareth
there had- been a long silence, but now another Prophet
.arises. Who is-He? 'And they said, He is the re-incarna-:
. tion of one.of. the ancient prophets, Isaiah or.Jeremiah
. “But whom say ye that I'am? 7 And Peter,

“Thou art the
Christ, the.Son of the living God.” But that -wasthe
question. Who is Jesus Clirist?- And .my dear friends,-
though. long years of hlstmy have unrolled it is still a )
ques'tlon in some minds. ‘' ¢ !

In the Church on Riverside Drive in New York, ‘in the
facadé outside there are repres«entatlons ‘of ‘various re-
ligious leaders of the pagan world, and Jesus is included
in,them. He is just one of-the prophets.
He is? Are we to believe that?

was Moses. . -1 do not kKhow how. he was identified; I do'~
not suppose it iz possible for us to know, but thxs we:
know about Moses, that he” died, and that God burled
him \secretly, and the New Testament tells us. that -
.Michael the arch-angel disputed with the dev1l about-the
body of Moses. We have recently ‘heard much of the'
alleged assumption of the body of Mary into-Heaven, for .
which, of course, there’is not a shred of Scrlptural proof.
Now, had it been alleged that the body of Moses had been

Is that what -

A e .

-~
P 4

" 'There appeared unto them two. men, and one of them . ...
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thus -assumed there might have been some reason for it.

. _Indeed some very orthodox people, who do not questlon :
. ~ ab all the. authority of..the Blble as the Word of God,
" entertain’ the idea”that perhaps the body of Moses was

assumed into Heaven, and that perhaps it .was in tha

‘procedure that Michael had his dispute with the devil
about the.body of Moses.
’ 'any other part of Scrlpture just to entertain that faney.

I do.not see 'that it invalidates

It is not .important wliether he was or no, but certainly
the boqy of Moses was well cared for. An -arch-angel
was deputed, to care for it. . -

"You remember how Mrs. Alexander records. 1t 80
. beautifully. I love to read 1t and recite it: .

. “By Nebo’s lonely mountain, , T,
- On this side Jordan’s wave,
In a vale.of the land 'of Moab
-~ There lies a lonely, grave;
But no man built that sepulchre,
And no man saw it e’er;
. For the angels of God upturned “the lOd
. And la1d the dead man there

" #That was'the grandest funeral
.. . That ever passed-on earth;
.- Yet no man heard the.trampling,
.. Or saw the train go forth.
: Noxselessly as the daylight -
- -Comes wheri the mght is done, .
. .And the crimson streak on ocean’s chieek
Grows mto the great sun;

~

- “Noiselessly as the springtime / '
Her crown of verdure wéaves,. . *

. ‘And all the trees’on all the hills
Open their thousand leawves.
So without sound of music, )

Or voice of them that wept,
.Silently down from the mountain’s crown
“The great processmn sWept St

-~ . -

, “This was the 'bravest wamon
.. .. .'That ever buckled sword;
L 'I‘hxs the most gifted poet- -
N That ever breathed a word
*  And never earth’s ph1losopher
o ‘Traced with'his golden pen
On the deathless page truths half so sage
_' : As he wrote- down for men.

“And had he not high honour?.
The h111s1de for a pall!
‘To'lie in state wh1le angels wait
. With stars for tapers tall! .
And the dark rock-pines, like tossing plumes,
e Ovér his bier to wave, .
R And God’s own hand, in that lonely Iand - -
To lay him in the grave

' “In that strange grave. W1thout a. name,
Whence his"uncoffined clay ..
. . Shall Break again—O wondrous thought'
-, Before the judgment day,

And:stand with glory wrapped around, . *

On the hills he never trod,
And speak of the strife that won our life’
W1th the incarnate Son’ of God »

Here*1s Moses appearing to the apostles as Mary never
dld- This is the one who said so long ago, “The Lord
thy God will raise up unto thée a Prophet . . . like unto
me; unto him ye shall hearken " Certamly Moses was

representative of the Law, the great law-giver, repre-
sentative of that-disclosure.of the Divine Majesty in.
_power  and Ylory, when His awful holiness made the

mountain smoke, and it became evxdent that “the soul

that smneth 1t shall d1e ” .

‘Moses and_Elias.
.was was forever settled. Peter did not need it—it was

. living? -

. - treasures of wisdom and knowledge,”.
* ‘dwelleth all -the fulness of the ‘Godhead bodily”—He - |

! : . ! . . - .
Moses was there—one of the prophets, and Elias was
there, certainly- as representative of all-the prophets, and .

- perhaps the most distinguished -among them, and this-
-was one who had gone. to Heaven without dying. Have

you. stopped to consider what these men knew about-
Heaven? Though the .body of Moses still lies in that

Jlonely grave awaiting the resurrection, if that be true,

as to his spirit it was with God. Learned in all the wis-

.dom of the Egyptians as he was, he was now from per-

sonal observatlon and experience learned in all the wis-
dom of Heaven itself. So was Elias. Elias had gone.to ]
Heaven ir. a chariot of fire! I like to remember that

these were the supreme scholars of all history. Together
theéy knew more than all men, and-they appeared in glory
with Jesus. The two most distinguished names of the
Old Testament samts—there they appeared. The spuri-
ous official J udaism rejected Jesus, and they carried their
‘rejection so far that they nailed Him to the cross; but a

". Divinely orthodox Judaisim, men who were- representa-
tive of that great body of men who spake as they. were -
‘moved by the Holy Ghost, they- certlfled to. Jesus, and

these\two certainly, by their very preSence, certified: to
the truth and reallty of the entire Old Testament
revelatlon .

I' would remmd you that the apostles saw. these two

"men as distinct from Christ, and’ they weére eyethnesses

of His majesty, as being distinct and separate from éven
For them the question as to who He

for your sake and mine He appeared, for already Peter
had’ confessed that Jesus was the Christ. Oh, how we
could nurse this story, and what volumes of teaching it
contains! Where are the Old Testament saints? Still
Their identity merged in the multitude? * No.
Moses was Moses, and Elias was Ehas If that was true
in the Old Testament times, it’ 1s not, less true in ours

Will you observe that these men talked with - Jesus..

';Wouldn’t you' have hked .to-have listened. to their. con-
“'yersation? Just try to thmk of 1t will you? One whose
-existefnice spans the centuries, the mlllenma, Who is from-

everlasting. to everlasting; “In whom . are hid all the
and “in (whom)

talked with Moses and with Elias. I really hope I.may

have the opportunity of doing ‘that some day, don't you? -
But -He, Who is the .” . .

and with a multitude of others.
way, the truth and the life, talked .with Moses and Elias. .

. What did they talk about? . What would you expect them -

to talk about? Not of the establishment of an earthly -

kingdom; not & word about that; not of the Jews’ rejec- -

tion of their Messiah; not even of His future glory. They’
talked together of the' exodus, the decease, which He
should\accomphsh at Jerusalem. Think of that! 'Moses
the.leader of the great exodus, Moses the mouthpiece of

" God in ordaining the sacrifice  of. the paschal lamb;

Moses the great law-giver, and Elias the prophet, talked .
with Him, Who had come to fulfill the law and the

_prophets, 'and what was the central theme? What was

the great achievement which was to be written to the
credit, if T may dare reverently to say so, of the Son of -
God? Of His exodus! All that was prefigured there, .

Moses, is now to be fulfilled; '‘and Christ, our Passover
.is to be sacrificed for us.

- . Peter would have prolonged that expenence
we misjudge him sometimes.
pre-eminence of Christ.

1 think
Not that he doubted the
I do not think that 1t_occurred
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to him that he would equalize Jesus and Moses and Elias
by making the three tabernacles, because Luke tells us
that it was as they were departing, as these men were

withdrawing their visible presence, it was then that -

Peter said, “Let us maké three tabernacles.” “Don’t let
them go, let them stay.”  But here were these two men,

honoured of God above all men who ever lived — one

going home in a chariot of fire, the King’'s private car,
by a whirlwind into Heaven. T‘he other, so honoured,
that God Himself had stooped to be his undertaker.

And a cloud enyeloped them and “they feared to enter
into the cloud”. What does it mean? They were
wrapped about with a cloud. Then there came such a
voice from the excellent glory, actually a voice from
Heaven: “This is my beloved Son: hear him.” The voice
from heaven testified as to the identity of Jesus of
Nazareth; He was none other than God manifest in the
flesh. And Peter said, “This voice which came from
heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy
mount.” Did you notice he said that we “were eye-
witnesses of his majesty,” and then he said, “This voice

. . we heard.” You remember what John said, who*

was with ‘him on that occasion: “That which was from

the beginning, which we have heard, which-we have seen’

with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands
have handled, of-the Word of life; (For the life was
manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and
shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the
Father, and was manifested unto us:) That which we
have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also
may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship
is with the Father, and with hlS Son Jesus Christ. And
these things write we unto you, that your joy may be
full,”” — that we may know that the Saviour has really
come. ! :

III.

Here then iis THE AUTHORITY OF THE REVELATION OF
GoD. Moses has disappeared, Elias has gone back to
Heaven. His Majesty King George VI has his represen-
tatives in this country, and in his absence they are given
precedence over all others, but when His Majesty himself
appears thén all his representatives retire, and the King
takes precedence of all others.
on Mount Tabor. "When the cloud was gone they saw no
man save Jesus only. I do not wonder that Peter preached
as he did on Pentecost, saying, ‘“God hath made that
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and
Christ.” I do not wonder that he said to the rejectors
of Jesus Christ, “This is the stone which was set at
naught of you builders, which is become the head of the
corner. Neither 1s\hhere salvation in any other for
there-is none other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved.” /

If there is a Roman Catholic friend here this evening,
let me say to you as kindly and as tenderly as I know
how. you do not need thé pope; you do not need the
intercession of Mary, nor of the angels, nor of any of the

saints; you do not need the priest; you do not need any- .

body. You need Jesus only, that is all
Him you have everything.

. The great question which agitates the minds of think-
ing people today as always, has been, What is the su-
preme authority in religion? The Modernist says, “It
is your own religious consciousness, and you find the

If you have

years to lean upon him.
That is what-happened

: ’
supreme authority in a subjectivism, something that is
within yourself, and therefore. you must bring this au-
thority to bear upon the Bible, and throw out what you

do not like.” The Roman Catholic Church says, “No, the -

Bible is your authority, but you cannot interpret it. The

VLord has established His church, and He has established
-a supreme representative, who is the infallible teacher

of all men, and if you would know where the supreme
authority in religion lies you must come to the church,
for after all the Bible must be interpreted by the church.”
What is the supreme authority in religion? Who is the
supreme authority in religion? “Jesus only.” That is
all. If you want to know about the Old Testament read
what Jesus said about it, for that is the last word. You
can safely challenge the ‘scholarship of the world so long
as you have Jesus only on your side. The supreme au-
thority, yes. I do not mean merely as to what we are
to believe, but as to what we are to do. He hath made
Him Lord. “Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not
the things which I say?” I ask, as an illustration, have
you been baptized? “No.” Have you been buried with
Christ? “No.” Why not? “Because my church does
not practise it, and my church does not teach it.”” What
has your church to do with it? Your business is to dis-
cover what Jesus says, and in respect to all the duties
and obligations of life, whateveg they may be, you must
bring them all to Him, and He is the adjudicator. Jesus
only is your authority.

I told you last Monday but let me repeat it. As I sat
by the bedside of my father as he was dying, he said
to me, “You know .we have given attention to many
things.” He was a preacher of the Gospel. And he said.
“They .are not uninmiportant, they have their place, but
when you come to lie where 1 am the only thing that
matters is that Jesus died for me, a sinner.” A Presby-
terian minister was celebrating- the fiftieth $ear of his
pastorate years ago in New York City. His son had been
his associate for twenty-five years, and the aged min-
ister was in a reminiscent mood. He talked of the years
gone by, of how he had lived with them and their fam-
ilies, how they had come to him in their sorrows and in
their sicknesses, and how they had seemed through the
“We have had half a century
of fellowship,” he said. Then he said something like
this, “I do not know whether the Lord will call me home

. suddenly, or whether He will permit me to have a linger-

ing farewell. If that should be I have no doubt that you
will come to see me, and I dare say that some of you
would try to remember somé little kindness I have shown
you, some little good that I have tried to do, to try to
cheer me on my way. But,” he said, “please don’t. If

that day should come, just come and whisper in my ear,

‘Pastor, it is all true that you have told us through the
vears, Jesus Christ died for sinners.’” There isn’t any
other helper that‘I know of who can go with us all the
way. : .

And in our Christian service my “dear friends let it
be far from us ever to think of credit or emolument, and
certainly not precedence .of any kind for the sake of
honour or glory in the service of the Lord. Let all those
things be put under our feet forever. There is only one
thing, only one thing that 1s worth living for, and that
is to bring glory to the name of Jesus Christ, to be in
harmony with Moses and Elias, and all the prophets, and
with the voice which spake from the excellent glory,
“This, this is my beloved _Son: hear him.”

January 11, 1951 .
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That is all I have to say to you. To have Jesus is to
have everything. He is our all, and in all. Let us learn
to say it with new emphasis—Jesus, Jesus, JESUS. Crown
HIM Lord of all! Let us pray. ’

We thank Thee O Lord for the little we know of Thee.
We thank Thee for Thy great Book that-is so full of
Thee. We are ashamed that we know so little about it,
that we have made such little progress in the Christian
life. We beseech Thee to draw near to us this evening,”
and help us every one, by the grace of Thy Spirit, re-
lying bnly upon His help, to resolve before Thee, that
not only this year, but for the rest of life, we will see
no man save Jesus only. Amen. -

THE DANGERS OF MONOTONY

Who of us .does not sometimes grow weary of the
monotony of life? ‘“Because they have no changes, there-
fore they fear not God”. The deadly grind of doing the
same thing over and over again week after week, month
after month, year after year, is wearing upon the spirit,
as it is upon the flesh. And that is true of people in all
walks of life. The housewife feels it in the kitchen;
the mother experiences it with her-children; the father
in his labour to provide his family with bread; the worker
in office and shop; in the bank, or in Parliament—mono-
tony anywhere is bound to wrap us about with the spirit
of heaviness. And sometimes, perhaps, as we think of
the revolving circumstances of life, we are half-inclined
to borrow the exclamation of the children, in Mrs. Brown-
ing’s “Cry of the Children”! oY

. “For all day, the wheels are droning, turning;
Their wind comes in our faces,
Till our hearts turn, our heads with pulses burning,
And the walls turn in their places:
Turns the sky in the high window blank and reeling,
Turns the long light that drops adown the wall,.
Turn the black flies that crawl along the ceiling,
All are turning, all the day, and we with all.
And. all day, the iron wheels are droning,
And sometimes we could pray,
‘O ye wheels’ (breaking out-In a mad moaning),
. ‘Stop !})_e silent for to-day’!” .

However favoured and sequestered a life may be, no
one wholly escapes life’s monotony; and that leads one
sometimes td long for some kind of change, and to cry
out against the daily round of duty. .

But what an achievement to live through it all! Even
if our name were never mentioned in the paper, and we
never become conspicuous in any sense, though we have
been so insignificant that no one has ever noticed us,
axcept to kick us and belabor us—what of it? If by grace
we have been enabled to keep the faith, if through all
the years 'we have never doubted that God is with us,
If after seventy-six years one can write of the enabling
grace of God as Mr. Ervine does in his ninety-first year,
whose testimony we published last week, one has not
lived in vain. '

In this we find comfort and inspiration—there can be
no monotony in fellowship with Him Whose name is called,
“Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting
Wather; and the Prince of Peace.” Through all Eternity
we shall ever be discovering some new wonder in Him,
and even now the best of all vacations is an excursion
into some higher reaches into the Heavenlies with Him.

The only reason why so many are against the Bible;~
is because they know the Bible is against them,
' —G. 8. Bowes

~

-

. flying to Jesus Christ for righteousness. . .

OUR SPECIAL WESTERN EDITION

UR Special Educational Edition for Western Canada
- will issue next week, January 18th.

The reason for this issue is that so many people .have
written us from Saskatchewan, and Alberta, and British
Columbia, telling us of the Roman Catholic pressure be-
ing exercised to institute, or extend, Roman Catholic
Separate Schools in those Provinces.

We are aware that the Separate School principle was
written into the Constitution both of Saskatchewan
and Alberta. But the precedent established by the Mani-
toba School Question at the opening of the century
proves that even where Separate Schools are already
established, they can be abolished, if the people deter-
mine to abolish them. . .

We shall deal with all these matters in our Special
Edition, and shall print a history of Separate Schools
in Canada. All that we write will be thoroughly docu-
mented, so that it may form a textbook for the people,

. for Members of Boards of Education, and as well for

the Legislators of those three Provinces. We have al-
ready received many hundreds of names from subscribers,
to whom we shall send the Special Edition free of charge.

We f)ropose to send this edition to all the members of the
Legislatures in these three Provinces, and so far as we
can obtain their names, to all who are engaged in Gov-
ernment service. We shall send them also to all Mem-
bers of Boards of Education, if our subscribers in the
various municipalities, cities, towns, villages, and so on,
will be good enough to supply us with the names. We
should like to have the names of Members of all city,
town, village, or township councils, together with the
names of. all Boards of Education in all these three
Provinces. ' It is possible to obtain printed lists which
we already have, as for example, of members of the
Legislature. But these municipal bodies would have -
been elected this year, so that we shall not have the
compléte lists unless our friends send them to us. And
to make Sure, we should be glad to have the names and
addresses of all the Members of the Legislatures, and,
where possible, their home addresses.

We propose, also, to send .copies of this Edition to all
the religious leaders of the three Provinces whose names
we can obtain.

Our request, therefore, is: send us names—NAMES—
N AME 8! and send them at once. It would be well

- to send them by air mail so that the addressing may be

done in advance of the issuing of the paper from the
press. .

‘THE CONDITIONS OF USEFULNESS

Every fresh employment brings with it fresh tempta-
tions. God always humbles me before He exalts me;
one while on the mount, another time overshadowed
with the cloud; but, blessed be God, at all times at
peace with Him. It is a blessed and a careful thing
to be a true’ Christian; the first step to it is a broken
heart; a heart melted down with a sense of sin, and
. “Do and
live,” is thie most that people hear; but what is this
but requiring them to make bricks without straw? . . .
He convinces me more and more that we can preach the
Gospel of Christ no further than we have experienced
the power of it in our own heart.” . _

' ' —GEORGE WHITEFIELD

, ]
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO AND MORE
IN JARVIS STREET .

HE daily papers sometlmes have an artlcle quoted_

from their files of 25, 50, or-100 years ago. Why
should we not occasmnally pubhsh a paragraph from the
. past?
) ) We quote from our 1ssue of F'ebmary Tth, 1924, in
\ _whlch we find this: . .

T ' ' Last’ Sunday Lo

This was another day of extraordmary blessmg When the
invitation was given at. the close  of the morning- sermon,
twenty-elght persons responded, and came to the front; in the

--evening, ten or twelve others came forward,. makmg nearly -

'forty for the day. The evening congregation was great...
. Twenty-one persons.were baptized before the sermon. At the.

Commumon Service” following there was a great” 'company. .

.

of peo le; ‘thirty-three mew members. recervmg the hand of
- fellowship. The-whole day: was an experience of the “heavenly
-.places in Christ”. ~ Yet we believe that such days are but-the

beginnings of blessing, and we would remind our readers, and -
especially the members of:the church; of our churéh motto,

for this year “'l‘hou shalt see greater th.mgs than these »
Fro'm, the issue of March 12th’ '1925

Last Sunday’s ‘Services
The ever-multlplynng blessings which come to us in Jarws

as -they come. A “red letter day” might do when it comes

once a quarter or-thereabout; but, if we use ‘that figure, Jarvis -

" Street would have to print- her calendar all in red, for it is
our joy to see the Lord addmg to the church da11y such as
. are being saved. 4

Sunday -morning ‘the attendance in- Blble .School was one -
thousand and four: in the Pastor’s class, three hundred and
s thirty-one. 'In the morning service the church was filled.

.The Pasgtor spoke upon “What shall I. render unto’the Lord
for all His benefits toward me?” -‘The message was an
appeal to- remember-our reasons for thanksgiving. A good
- number responded to the invitation at the close of the service.

< In the- evening the great:auditorium was crowded.. For

sickness and other reasons, some who were expected to be-

baptized were unable to be present. Eighteen, however, wit-
nessed this good confession. Among them, there were five

from one family: two daughters, two sons, and a daughter-in--

law; the father and mother were baptized a little while before.
Another interesting group -consisted of a grand-daughter— -
a' young. lady—and a grandfather and grandmother, the
o " -grandfather being over elghrty years of age. There was no.

.time for preaching, - The Pastor was, content nierely o ‘read

- the story’of Christ’s baptism, and that ‘of the conversion and’

baptism of the Ethiopian, taking time only ‘to offer a few .
"simple observations as the lesson was read. After the bap-
tism a closing hymn was sung—"“How Firm a Foundation”—

_and an invitation was given, the result being that ‘eighteen

~ came forward confessing Christ, nearly all of whom also-ap- -

-plied for baptism.” At the Communion Service following, the

Pastor. gave the hand of fellowship to forty-one new members,
) whlle seven hundred and forty-two partrclpated in the serv1ce
:  The- Chuich Year; 1925 -

Durmg the church ‘year of 1995, THE - GOSPEL ~-WITNESS

of April -2nd, 1925, tells us—73 new members were received
b¥ ietlter, 68 by experience, 343 were baptlzed, makmg a rtota]
7

From the Church News of the issue of April 9th 1925
we glean the followmg _ .

¢

-~

Last Week’s' Prayer‘ Meetmgs

There was great. blessing “in last. week’s prayer services.
‘Two extra-meetings, Wednesday-and. Friday, making five :in
gll,.were held. . Saturday was a marvellous meeting. After .
much general mtercesslon, with manifest spiritual. leading,
prayer was offered for China, India, Japan and Korea, for-

v

Stréet make it dlfflcult for us 'to describe the days of blessing.

Europe, mcludmg,speual mentmn of Russla, Fiance, Italy,
Spain, Germany, Poland, Great Britain; for Africa, South
Amenca, for
“large. - All this is no'mechanical way.. Everybody felt the
pral;l':r was mspu-ed by the Breath o "God. It was a great
ng

How refreshmg it is to take. a bird’s eye.view—no, rather .

an angel’s view of the world from the heavenly Dlaces] . With; . -

humility and gratitude we write it,'that God is_teaching us -

in Jarvis Street the tiuth of that which ig written: “Hast ‘-

-

anada 'the United: States, and the world at - S

thou not.known? hast thou.not heard, that the everlasting - ~ * - -
God, the Lord the. Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth .-

not; neither is qweary" .There is no se: ing .of. His under-'
standing. - He “giveth power to the faint; and to them that
have no might He increaseth -strength. - Even the youths
< shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly
“fall; but they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their ,
. strength; they” shall mount up with wings as eagles; they
shall run -and not be weary, they shall walk and not fam e

“There———there, on eagle-ngs wé soar,
And time-and sense seem all no more; . _
- And Heaven comes down-our souls to greet,
And glory crowns the mercy seat.” .

.\ .. The School Still Going Up R
- Last Sunday morning the Bible School established a new

record of attendance, the niimber being 1,190,. including 431 “

in the Pastor’s class. “We have a long distance to go, but we
. are still hoping to reach the 1,600 mark rext Sunday. If we

do, we shall have an: attendance of ‘more  than one hundred °
per cent. of last Sunday’s ‘enrolment; but-whether or no, we'- -

confidently expect to seé our average’ attendance.reach 1,600

durmg the summer, and we are sure of results.

- *

Last Sunday’s Services

What a ‘day last Sunday was!
briefly in 'the morning on “While it is called to-day”;
the invitation.was given twenty-three responded. Ten: were'
baptized in the evening in the presence of a great congre- °
- gation: As the Monthly Communion .Service' was to follow,
the Pastor spoke briefly: on the significance and -relation

of the two ordinances, Baptlsm, and ithe. Lord’s Supper.

We veriture here to pass on a word to our brother Pastors.

‘The word of the Lord can be made popular only by the power .

of the Holy ‘Spirit. The ndtural man has no natural love for
divine truth. And the.doctrine of baptism by the power of
the Spirit can be made as acceptable as any other unpalatable
truth of Seripture. Whi should we not. preach it in fajth?

' Why should-we-not teac
_ordinances, 'that Baptism. precedes the Supper?
people will be offended? What if they are? .If men are of-

‘Because

The ‘Pastor spoke very
When

-fended at _the Word of the "Lord that is thelr responslblhty,'.: '

nét ours. .

Sunday evening following the s1mple exposition of the
“Seriptural truth a%)out the ordinances, a crowd came forward.
_We do not know how many, but only that there was not room
“in the front of the church for them- comfortably to stand. .

received, and between seven and eight handred cups were
used. HalleluJah' Before the year is over we shall have to

At the Communion- Service over sixty hew members were .

- use the gallery for the Communion Serviges. * R

:And s6 .we could go on,.and on; ‘but’ we- will let thxs
sufflce for the present. It Will inspire us to remember
how good God_has been; and enable us to say afreshi:

* “Because- thou hast been my help, therefore m the
shadow of thy ngs will I rejoice.”

We recognize, of course, that since thele great days,
the great Depression and World War II have intervened.
Apparently -people have. become hardened, and nowhere,

. then. Notwithstanding,-God is.the same, the power of -
‘the Holy Spirit is undiniinished, the Gospel i$ unchanged, '
and human neéd is as 'great as ever!-:Let:us pray that
God may soon grant us'a day of Divine V1s1tat10n :

v
. .

s
today, is there the same response to the gospel there was _

‘before the snow flies again. We shall redouble our efforts_

the scriptural relation of the two -
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PREMIER OF QUEBEC DENOUNCES
THE PAPACY???

N glancmg over a Quebec French-language paper we
were astounded when our €yes lighted on a scathing
indictment of -centralized authority made by Premier
Maurice Duplessis of Quebec. At first sight we could
scarcely believe our, eyes for his' words accurately ex-
pressed the very criticism of the papacy that we have made
again and-again. Was it possible, we -asked ourselves, that
the ane Minister of the Catholic Province of Quebec had
‘perceived the inherent evils of papal absolutism and had
been converted to a firm belief in the priesthood of all be-

lievers, which.is but the spiritual and theological basis of°

the political doctrine that the people, have - ‘the God-given
right to govern themselves Here is t'he report that we read
- of Mr. Duplessis’ speech: : - -\‘ -

“It is undeniable, said Mr. Dup1e551s, that_ the world' .

'to-day finds itself facing a most critical situation which

T .is- always. attributable to the same’ cause: the “cen- .

tralization of authority in the hands of a-small num-

ber. This was the cause of the last war; it was the -

cause of the war of 1914 and if, despite all our prayers, _

- a"new war;should break- out, it will also be the cause
‘of it. The centrallzatlon of aut-horlty favours autocracy
and tyranny

i+ The Papal Absolutlsm Described
.This is an amazing speech for the Prime Minister of a

"Catholic Province,. which even_at the momient had two offi--

cial representatives at the papal court for celebrations in
connection” with the Definition of the Dogma of the
Assumption of Mary. Having tead this.paragraph once,
we read it over again, noting how exactly Mr. Duplessis
_defined the papacy by describing it as “a centraligation of
authority in the hands of a small number.” That is a
somewhat mild fashion of designating that rigid absolutism
which concentrates all authority, both éivil and religious, in
the hands of one' man who'is said to be infallible, but its
understatement serves to make the charge all the stronger
against the most undiluted centralization of authority ever
known in all the long history of the race. And again we

* admired Mr. Duplessis’ scathing indictment of the bitter

fruits: of centralization of authority, for he rightly at-
. tributes to-it the last.war, as well as that of. 1914, and in -
one grand sweep he includes in his accusation the other
red tyranny which now threatens to engulrf the world m a
third bloody conflict.
Surely these are bold words for anyonein—Quebec to
utter, - especially. in' view of the religious persecutién in
various forms meted out to différent non-Roman groups
in that province, none of  which have ever brought a
"stronger accusation against the Romish centralization of
authonty than is set forth in the Prime Minister’s indict-
ment of autocracy. . We reflected that if Mr. Duplessis had
seen the hideous horrors of tyranny in all' its naked ugli-
ness,. it he werée prepared to strike af the. very tap root of
- the evil, then’'“the Quebec Problem” has been solved in the

" twinkling of an eye, Canadian unity would be a reality and.

not a fond .dream. Of course, we recognized that it would
not be. enough for“Mr. Duplessis alone to be converted to
the truth about the evils of centralized authority, for he
could be cast out of the synagogue as speedily and as con-

* dignly as was Senator Bouchard when he dared ‘criticize
nothing " more important. than the teaching of history in
Quebec Roman’ Catholic, schools But we .are convinced
that 'there .are~ many, many French-speakmg Roman
Catho]lcs in Quebec that have as.ljttle love for tyranny
“as’ Mr Duplessis dared to express in his speech.

P

At this point of our reverie on.the above paragraph of
Mr. -Duplessis’ speech, we_came back to earth and reminded

R ‘ourselves of the necessity of ‘taking -statements in connec-

tion with their setting, and so We began at the beginning
of the report and read to'the end. Again we were amazed
beyond degree! 'The baleful “centrallzatlon of authority
(which) favours autocracy and tyranny . ..”, to which the
- Quebec Premier referred, was not intended as a protest
- against-the absolutism of the papacy but' merely as’ a. politi-
. cal generalization with the.Federal government of Ottawa
ih mind! Mr. Duplessxs speech was not a confessxon de-
livered at the .mourners’ bench by a fervent proselyte re-
cently won to the principles of liberty expounded by -the
Reformers, it was merely a diatribe against ‘the alleged
"designs of the encroachments of Ottawa -on the rights of
Quebec! : -
: The Root of Quebecs leerty

"Alas and alack for our vain illusion as to Mr. Duplessis’
change ‘of mind. Nevertheless ‘his words stand: he and hils
‘province are against “tyranny and autocracy and cen-
tralization of authority”, and for this we are-truly thank-

" «ful knowing that they learned their lessons not from the

" aficien régime of Catholic France nor from the government

* or dogmas of the Roman Church, but from a century and

a half of British rule and British law., And this is no small
tribute for a Quebec Nationalist unwittingly to pay to our
democratic, Protestant way of life, even though he be
unwilling to acknowledge his indebtedness. - .-
We. looked at Mr. Duplessis’ words again. As general
statements of the principlés of good government ‘according
to our British concep'tlon of things, we wholly agree.. He
applies them to federal-provincial relationshlps, we apply
" them, we think with greater cogency, to the Vatican’s
claims. As Protestants, we are vehemently opposed to ty-
‘ranny, autocracy, and centralization of authority. not only
in the political realm, but @ fortiori, in the spiritual realm.
" Because we are Christ’s fréemen, wé will not bow the knee’
or.crawl as slaves before any man, whatever-his arrogant
" pretensions may be. We are happy to know the purity of
Mr. Duplessis’ political statement of faith as he makes
profession of it in this speech, though we eXceedingly re-
gret that lhe and his-fellow-Romanists in Canada do ot .
- hold in equal ablorrence -the same sort of tyranny in the.
/splrituall realm. Political liberty has ever been the off-
spring of soul-lxberty, without which it must in time wither
" and die.” We rejoice that Mr. Duplessis and Quebec claim .
as their own the political fruits of our British and Protes-
tant idea, of liberty. We heartily wish that they were not. .
in religious bondage to the most totalitarian of all dictator-
ships, the papacy. If, as Lincoln said, it is not possible for -
a nation to continue half slave and half free, neither is it.
possible for a nation or an individual to.be politically free
. and rehglously enslaved In the end either the phllosophy
of liberty or_the phllosophy of albsolutism must win the,

“.day. They.cannot dwell together in peace, one or the . =~
" other must give way. Quebec cannot -permanently enjoy

the fruits of political liberty while she is content to bow
the neck under the yoke of religious absolutism. It must
, ¢hoose ‘either the one or the other, it cannot have both.
'And the same is equally trué of all Canada: if it- allows
itself to be ensnared in the Romish system it is inviting
the. crushing incubus of a new, but not improved, version of
the Dark Ages. Against that insidious system dnd its nega-
"tions,. the philosophy of the Gospel.and the power. thereof
. were once triumphant. And the sdme Gospel still remains
the root and.the anchor of all our llbertxes. both civil "and
re]iglous —W.S W. - .

-
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Lesson 3

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

HOW SIN ENTERED_I_NTO THE WQRLD
Lesson Te§t: Genesis '3:1-19.

Golden Text: “For as by one man’s disobedience man'y_ were
_ made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be
_made righteous.”—Romans 5:19. -

] .
I. The Temptation: verses 1-5. . -
" Chapter two of Genesis forms the setting and background
for the account of the fall of man. In the first place, it
describes details concerning the creation of Adam and Eve,
showing that they were created as .rational and intelligent
human beings, possessing the gift of free will. God did

not create them automatons, but morally independent crea-

tures, having the power of choice.

Again, that chapter describes the Garden of Eden, the
home of our first parents, the scene of the first sin. It
must have been a magnificent garden, a world of trees,
flowers, birds and beasts, where all was beauty and harmony.
No thorns, no weeds, no blight and no decay rested upon
that fair garden. It would seem as though Adam and Eve,
living in such a paradise, in perfect communion. with God
and with one another; should have been satisfied to abstain
from the fruit of the one forbidden tree. .

Before the fall the serpent was an erect, beautiful, but
cunning animal. ‘Some traces of its original glory remain
in the brilliant decorative markings of some varieties. Satan
entered into the body of the serpent for the purpose of the
temptation, and from being a vehicle of  expression for
Satan, the. serpent comes to be identified with him (Rev.
12:9; 20:2). -

The Tel)np'ber approached Eve, knowing that she would
more easily be deceived by his wiles (1 Tim. 2:14). He
came to her at a time when her natural protector was absent.

Satan seeks to entice us away from the path of right when

our resistance is lowered through loneliness or weakness
(Matt. 4:2, 3); he watches his chance to take us unawares
(2 Tim. 2:6; 1 Pet. 5:8). “
Satan questioned the word of God, and by - insinuation
would have Eve doubt the veracity and authority of that
word. In reply Eve did not give a correct account of God’s
command (compare vv. 2, 3 with Gen. 2:16, 17). She ne-
glected to say that they might freely eat of all the other
trees, . Also, God had not said that they might not touch
‘the fruit. In like manner, Modernists in our day €ither
_subtract from the Word of God or add their own notions
to what ‘God has said (Rev. 22:18, 19). By regresentmg
God as arbitrary in His commands (Psa. 19:8; 1 John 5:3),
Eve had discounted His word and His love. -

. When Eve had doubted and discounted the Word of God,

she was not in a position to resist Satan’s positive denial
of that Word. Satan is a liar from the beginning; he is the
father of lies (John 8:44). His reasoning was plausible, but
it was his own interpretation of the result which would follow

the act of partaking of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge-

of good and evil. People seem so ready to believe a lie,
however ingenious, rather than accept the truth as God has
stated it (2 Thess. 2:11, 12). X
II. The Transgression: verses 6-13.

Satan was the cause of sin entering into the world. He ‘is
not original in his methods; most of his temptations follow
the same three lines along which he tempted Eve. The tree
was made to appear good for food, appealing to the lust of
the flesh; it was pleasant to the eyes, appealing to the lust
of the eye; it was desired to make one wise, catering to the
pride of life (1 John 2:16; compare Matt, 4:3-10).

Adam was not deceived, but he deliberately transgressed
the command of God.. Instead of being exalted to the position
of gods, knowing.good and evil, Adam and Eve were humili-

_ated to the place of Sinners, having personal experience of

evil. They sought to cover their shame, but their man-made

garments were of o avail (Isa. 64:6).

On that very day they died, in a spiritual sense, even as
God had said, for the moment that they sinned, they became. )
separated from the holy God. Had He not called them, and
in \sovereign grace made a way by which they might again
approach Him, they would have remained lost for ever.
Salvation is all of grace.

.God questioned Adam first, because the command had been
given specifically to him. God would have us confess our
iniquities to Him (Prov. 28:13; 1 John 1:9). Adam did not
deny his sin, but he attempted to shift the responsibility for
his sin upon someone else. The human heart would fain find
excuses (Lk. 14:18; John 15:22; Rom. 1:20; 10:3).

III. The Termination: verses 14-19-
.God pronounced a separate sentence of judgment upon each

" of the individuals involved in the transgression, The order

in which they were judged corresponds to the order of their
appearance in the history of the tragedy.

The animal, the form of which was Satan’s instrument,
became the most cursed of all God’s creatures, a source of
dread, loathing, repulsion and horror. At first beautiful in’
appearance and upright in aspect, it was changed into a
creeping, writhing reptile. It was compelled henceforth to
‘eat dust, literally and metaphorically, rather than partake of
herbs, its former diet (Gen. 1:30; Mic. 7:17). !

Speaking beyond the serpent to Satan, the Deceiver, the
prime .mover of sin (Rev. 20:10), the Lord announced that
perpetual enmity and antagonism would mark the attitude
of the race .of Satan (John 8:44) to the seed of the woman.
That conflict has waged ever since, and it reached its climax
in the great battle fought on Mount Calvary, when Christ
defeated the Satanic hosts (John 12:31). At that time Christ,
the seed of the woman (Gal. 8:16; 4:4), bruised Satan’s
head, vanquishing him (Heb. 2:14; 1 John 8:8), thus fulfilling
this prophecy. But the heel of Christ was bruised, as it
were, for He suffered at the hands of His enemy (Heb. 2:10).

Eve, and through her all the women of the race, received
the judgment of sorrow, suffering and subjection (1 Cor..
14:34; Eph. 5:22-24; 1 Pet. 3:5). . ) ’

Adam and his descendants were sentenced to t6il, trouble
and the tragedy of death. Physical and also spiritual death
resulted from this first sin (Rom. 6:23; 1 Cor. 15:21, 22).
One does not sin alone; the whole human race became in-
volved in the results of Adam’s sin.(Rom. 5:15-21). All are
borh into this world as sinners by nature, and soon become
sinners by choice (Rom. 3:10-19).

The very ground was cursed for man’s sake, and com-
menced to yield thorns'and thistles. That curse will be
removed when man’s redemption is complete (Rom. 8:21).

But the wrath of God was tempered with merey, and the

- entrance of sin into the world was followed by a manifesta-

tion of God’s purpose to redeem the sinner. Animals were
slain as substitutes for the sinners, that with the skins God
might make sing to cover Adam and Eve. Even so would
God lay the sins of the world upon Christ (Isa. 53:6; John
1:29) and would provide a covering of His own righteousness
for all who would believe (1 John 2:2; 4:10).

Lest Adam and Eve should partake of the tree of life and
live forever in a state of separation from God, God expelled
them from the garden and set the Cherubim, guardiang of
His holiness, to prevent their return. How pathetic the
scene of their departure from the former scene of bliss and

innocence! In the Book of Revelation we see Paradise Re-
gained (Rev. 22). ,

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Jan. 15—The Sinners Silenced ..o Rom. 3:10-26.
Jan. 16—Sin-Overpowered Rom. 6.

Jan. 17—Grace Abounding Rom. 5:12-21,
Jan. 18—Redemption Foreshadowed Gen. 3:20-24.
Jan. 19—Redemption Accomplished .. Rom,. 8:16-25.
Jan, 20—Death Vanquished ... . 1 Cor. 15:12-28.

21-—The Deceiver Vanquished e - Rev. 20.

SUGGESTED HYMNS

The whole world was lost. Redemption! oh, wonderful
.story. What though th’ accuser roar! God loved the world of
sinners lost. What cai wash away my ‘stain? Come, ye
sinners, poor and needy. .

Jan.




