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NUMBERING 
THE Psalmist prayed, ",So teach us to number our days 

that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom." 
W.hen the 'pockets of8a spendthrift are fuH, 'and he has 

no consciousness of limitation, he spends his money 
freely. We remember seeing and hearing a drunken man 
in a Londop. restaurant during .the First War. lie was 
a. soldier on a ten-day ,leave in London. Already he had 
imbi'bed, not wisely, hut too \ well; and he was in' a par
ticularly happy and jolly mood. He sat 'at a ta-ble "alone, 
with a knife JP. his tight hand, and a fork in his left. 
He had. ordered' his meal; and as he waited for it to be 
served, he talked aloud for the enter:tainment of every
one in the room. We .recaH his rapping the 'table with 
knife and fork, in perpendicular position, laughing aloud, 
and saying, '''Think of it, friends! 'I have ,got .eighty 
pounds to sp~nd. Think of it!' Eighty pounds., and only 
ten d'ays to spend it!", . 

How foolish he was! T,here . is little doubt that he' 
would find plenty of people to' help him spend his money. 
But in some such mood people hegin a New Year, as 
though they had. three hundred and sixty-five days to 
spend', even to throw away, as though there were no 
limitation of Time' in human life. 

At a garage one day we heard a man caU 'an attractive 
little .dog, "CAVU": We inquired, "Where in the world 
d'id,you get that name?" The garage man said, "He is 
not my dog.' His owner is an 'aviator, 'and he is away on 
war service. He gave the dog that name." We said, 
"Where did he get 'it?" He replied, "It is- an aviation 
.liqnal. It means, "CeHing And Visi'biUty Ulllimited'." 

One might suppose, to obserVe the Hfe of some people 
that they had named every day, "CA VU". But when the 
spendthrift gets down to his' last doHar, he 'begins to 
count his pen,nies, 'and to, see him spend them then, one 
might imagine thaJt he had suddenly become 'a miser. 

Oh, how soon the day's end 'is reached, when not half 
the day's work is done! How the hours h'ave fled, until 
the sun drops down, and night comes, "when no man can 
wor-k" ! How foolish we are thus to squander Time! It 
is reported, of Napoleon, whether 'apocryphally or not, we 
do not know, that as he saw the sun westering 'at Water
loo, apostrophizing the 'orb of day, he exclaimed, "What 
wou·ld I not give, 0 Sun, for the power' of Joshua, to 
retard thy march but,one short hour!" But the sun went 
down and Napoleon's hopes died 'in ,the darkness. 

THE YEARS 
We have all' wished- that we could prolong the day, 

, especially when we have made 'but little profitable use of 
Its sunlit hours: ' 

":procrastination is the thief of time : 
Year after year it steals, rtiU all are fled, 
And to the mercies of a moment leaves 
T;he vast concerns of an eternal scene." 

This little article will issue from the press on January 
4th, when only four days of 1951 .have fled,. The proper 
time to begin economizing Time is at the sunrise. Why 
should we Ieave so many things we want t(l' say and do, 
as we write our postcards, wftii a few lines in the first 
half of it, and then attempt to crowd 'a smaH volume into 
what, remains? 

"Time is eterni.ty; 
Pre~ant with all eternity can give; . 
Pregnant with ell that makes archangels smile. 
Who murders Time, he crushes in the birth 
A power ethereal, only not adom'd." 

Let us remember that He Who is our Saviour is also 
our Example; and though His Hfe stretched from ever
lasting to everlasting, though He was made "after the 
power of an end'less Ufe," throughout the days of His 
flesh nol a moment was wasted. Though "the Ancient 
of Days", He wrought as Qne Whose days were num
bered. Said He, "I must work· the works of him that 
sent me, wh'ile it is day: ,the night cometh 'When no man 
can work." His ,final cry, ere He .gave up the ghost, was 
a triumphant challenge to earth and. hell, who'se powers 
had soug,ht to thwart Him in HiS! sovereign purpose. But 
it was, also a declaration of the triumph of 'a resolute 
spirit, over alI :the down-dragging and retarding pulls of 
the flesh. TJ:te day was done, but ~ was His work, and 
He cried, "It is finished!" 

Oh that we could "give every flying minute something 
to keep in store"!' As Oliver Wendell Holmes. says:' 

"Old Time, in whose banks we deposit our notes, 
Is a 'miser, who alway.s wants guineas for groats; 
He keeps all his customers still in arrears, 
By lending them minutes, and charging them years." 

. There is but one way to "number our days" so as to 
apply them unto wisdom, and that is to make every day 
-the Lord·'s Day, and every hour the Lord's Hour, and seek 
to live as one who would, as nearly as possi'hIe, spend 
one's life doing the will of God from the heart. 
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THE WEEK-END IN JARVIS STREET 
- S1\.TURPAY, -Sunday,"and MQnday,'were' great days in 

, ·Jarvis· Street. : There was ·a·large 'gathering and a· 
gi'eat meetipg of prayer SaturdaY' nigHt;.a .splendid serv~:' 
ice' Sunday morning, at which Rev. H. C, Slade preached, 
to 't'he ed.ification and enjoyment of everyone. In the 
evening the Pastor. preache'!i ·the sermon which appears 
in,this issue: ',. . 

. At 'iO.30 "'t·here was ~ grea:t gath~ring in Greenway Hall 
for the Watchnight .Service,~ The presence' of the Lord 
was very real. Mos,t, of .the time was spent in' prayer, 
but a little .time ,in testhnony. 'The serVice was dismissed 
just ,past midnight, " 
.. The' New· "Year's Morning Service .was a: service almost 
out 'of this world. It was the Pasior.'s 'fortieth New Year's 
Morning Service, and it is his carefully considered 

,judgment 'that it'''was the'.· best New Ye'al"S MornIng 
, '. SerVice he has ever. 'attendled: '. 'Greenw'ay' Hall was fine·d. 

It might. have been possible to crowd ·a doze'n or so more 
in; but that would have been ·aU: 

'. ~~t,. gratifying' as' 'was:: the attendance, it. was the' 
· m.arve.i.lo·us !!piri"t that· ri~te.d. Ulnnt.o the "heavenlY: pi-aCe!!", 
T~e presence of the Lord fill~d the Hall. . 

, :Ou:rin~:. ~h~ .ti~.e" of p'rayer t~o .. w: .tlir~~. ,would 'be on, 
their .feet at once, and w~it for each other. The same 

'''was true in,the'la,ter testimonY·me~tiI].g: '" 

. . . 

' .. ' ,~.~~. ~~~~'V~I ~~titt~.it .. 
.' anb .. 

Jroftshtnt J\bttn~atte 
Published, every .Th~s4~y..:foI: ,the,propaga~o~. !If. ,lI?-e 
Evang~lical _ principle~ .of ~e. Pro~estant lteformati.on. and 
in' defence of the faith once delivered' to' the 'Saints. 
$3,00 Per Year. Postpaid to any address, 10c pj;r Single Copy, 
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"I ~m not' ashame'd 'of 'the gospel of Chrlst."-Romans 1 :16, 

.. • . . " . , 
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· \ 'The Pastor'suggested~ a!!: a motto for "the" year, "J:esus LIG~T·AT.EVENING TIME .' 
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. ~ .... : ..... or course theilsual Happy New Years were exchanged' WTHEN the .noise ~~ t:urmoil. of the, day '~!e ,over, it . . . .... 
. :. ':'. "". 'but really"the meetibg' was· 'a foretaste' c;f heaven itself: ".is··sweet· to commune ,!With,.God: ·the ."CQOl and/calm 

'::' : ,:,'" : "~" : .. ' "'.'; '-' ,: . '.,: .... ~.; .. - ':·S·· .' .. : .; ... :.:'-:" " .': . ~ of 'eyeD'tid~ 'agr;ee 'J.I.lC!~~.d~H,gh~f~lly..l\Y.ith p~.~~r ~~~,.prais~. .-!';f. J .!, 

" , :... ".. ' The 'h'ours of the ·:de.clmmg . sun are,.so manY"qulet, alleys . 

...... 
. . . 

\ 
: •• 1 

l 'A' RV'I"S"STR'E' E" T' FRIE' N' D' S' WITHOU'T ' in the garden of .time wherein man may f.ind his Maker· . 
, . . '. ' . waiting to commune with' 'him, even. as of 'O'ld the Lord 

. J' AR,VtS ~T.REET·}~~'t.!RC:a .has· a' y·~q(wige. circle, of 'Gixi ~a:lke'd, with.~~a~ in I;'aradise ~~'the cooJ. of' ~~ dllY· . 
. friends' made through the. agency of THE GOSPEL .. It is meet that· we should 'set apart ·a peaceful' season ere 

WITNE;S.S·: . Gre~t hQs~~' .o{ Qur r~~'d~rs, 'many of whom . the ~ay 'has" q~he' deP..arted; it· seas~n:' of. thank:sgiyjng for 
'have nev,er seen' J ariis Street Church, feel~that the Pastor'· grace "abounding; 'of repenta:nce" ·for folli'es multiplied,' of 
nf the church. is their Pastor, and witho,ut solicita,tlon, self-examination for evIIs insinuating, To '-leap from day 
quite a '. good number have sentcontri'butions, over and "to day like a· mad hunter scouring the fields, is 'an omen 
above' reriewals . and' s·.ubscriptions, to THE GOSPEJ:,' WIT-: of being. delivered over to destructiop;'l;lu"t ·the solein"n pause, .. 

. '. . ... , NEss'Fund,· '. " the·delibera:te· consi-deration-these are means of grace and 
~.,." .... ' .. " •. ' '.' ''rhere Js', sca~c,ely· any:ljmi,t. to· the .. money. :ne!ide~ for, ensigns ,.of .'an indw~Hi.ng· .. li{e. Tlle,"~~.de of. oGean !\ta;ys,~ ..... / 

~ . :. • . . THE ;GOSPEL' WITNESS FUI].d,. becau.se .of our enormously whHe 'at ebb before -it resolves' to flood again; the moon' 
· increased costs Of publfc~tion; apd 'when we say that sometimes Jingets at the fuU;there are distinCt hedges in 
, _ . ,~ .:.. .... .. ',. .' .. - :. . . .. - " ," .. ' '. ". . . '. '. . -.' " .' ' .. 
· . many.:.of. our. subscrl'bers ·have 'been 'generous m sendilng 'nature set between the acres,of time-even. the strlke. of .' 

. ~ .. 
•• 0" 

f' 

: ,us .. a~Qunts., ~P ... tQ ·one. :hunq:red. dol\a.rs.each, 'we d'o not· th,e:bell. i~ 'a li.tt!e ~ound 'of ~arnjng: men should n,ot. x:e~ . : 
" fear that :other'''suobscribers wiU·'pr-esume·"upon· it, :'and~ "move' landmarks, obut'beat"the bounds ·frequently and keep,'- .' ~--; '.1 

. . .... th'iilk . thaf \¥e n.ow h~ave ·enough. . TheE"qitor eatneatly up ~i-tp. 4u~. ~riterval 'and l?olem~ity the :emem:briince 'of tl;1e 
· wishes . that "he had' many thousands of dollars to spend passing away of. days, 'and months,. and ye'ars: 'each evening . 

. ' on' the 'incr-eased ~circulatiori of 'rirE WITNESS,a"S well ,as· it were ,~en to traverse the. hoimdaries of :the. day,-l;I,pd' take., 
.': .'::'.;:- ... . ·"to 'meet in'creased costs". ." . .' . . . ~. 'note o~'all it has brought and 'a:1l it 'nas'seen: . 'r '.-

< "So 'if aI)y of. ·o,UI." frj~n4~ hav:~ ap.y. o(the Lo~d:s mo~ey" ~~~ d~ps 'of,~the 'nigh~' conl.e from' -the same ·ioU~t as the' 
". " '. . .. th~y. ·ca.n ~p!ire'; and', If' 'you :-.t)ehe~.e ~n ",the. ~orld·~w.I~e· dewof"the' morn,ing: He. Who' met' Abrahaniat"break .~f 

" . minIstry ~f a'HE .GOSPE~. :WIrNESS; we s·hp1.l.ld,be· glad If: day communed' with Isaac .in the"'field "a~ eventide. He 

...... 

. y.0u ~o~-Jdo .h~ve. f~llo~~'~~P .. w~th us, . But w~ r~ga~d·~hese·. Who opens :the. doors 'o( the 'day ~:tp. the' hanq. 6~ ~er¢y 
'. unsohcIt~d gl~tS. asa dlstmct mark of. the.Lord s.a~p:r:ov.al;. araws aro'Uld iIis peOple <1lhe"cur.tains "of the nlght, '!t·nd by 

~ .aI)d' . .YE.!ry .. d~~~~llt~. ~~s.~e!~ .t~_ ~ur p~ay~.r. p~r~,':lg. :th~ .His ,shining 'P~e~.ep.c!,! mEtk~s' tne' 9u'tgoiligs: 0:1' .tllEl morning 
· last two wee~s, we ~aye. r~~lveiit not- far fro~ fwo tnou-.. and' of th~' evening. -t.o·~i'ejoice. A promise 'at ~awh,' andil 

. ...... .... ~ll.nd '!i~lla.~~: l.n ·U~SohcI~te~. gI~t~ ~o~r ':rHl!:,P?~PE~ W~TNESS.. . ~u~e' w~r~ at. ~uilset,. cr.owrl .,the brow aUtay .. whh light; and··.· . 
'. '.' '. '.. . Fun~,. l?cludmg an ,anonymous .g.Ift .. from Regma, Sask., sandal its- feet with love. 'To ,breakfast .with Jesus arid ·to· . 

, .. ~.";",' . . : .which w,e heI."e~y ·al,!~n~~ledg~. ~n. ·th~ only' w~y ··possi'ble. ~up' with .Him 'a'lso, i"s 1;0 enjoy the days of h,eil.~en :uPon the . 

.' 

: : 

.. '." 

,,;., 

,', .. , . '. -;------'-......,., .. ;-: . .,... +.. ·earth .. It is-d-anger.ous to fa:ll asleep tin the·head-is.leaned"· . '. --,'-. 
..... ". I: (fi.rid thewm of".GOd.l~ave~,me.no itiniefor djspuiting'-on Jesus' )JO$~II).''" ,W!Jen diyine 10vEl puts i.ts finger on .the' 

about .:ais pIa.ns,-G .. ·l'tIACn.OJfAL~: ",:,~ weary ~yelids, it is brave' sl~eping; ~u~ ~hat." t1:l.e 'Lord's be-
. !', 
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!loved may have such sleep given to him, it is needful that Regular Baptist ins;titution; and among oth~.r th~~gs he 
h~ should make a nel:\r 'approach to· the 'throne, and.· un- said: ' 
burden his soul 'bef-ore the great Preserver of men. To "'Dhe future of our UnionJ'ooks 'li~e a. blank wall ·as. 
enter into the blaze of Jehovah's presence by 'the wily of :. ,long as ,h!l' '(nr. :~nii.eAs) is on -the. scene .. ,Unless the . 

. . ·'the· 'aton1ng' .blood is' the sure metll()d t~ ·refine· ~urs~lves' ' .. Lord removes him quickly,'a little group of hard"shelle-d 
of· earthly drosS, aitd to renew the soul afiter exhausting . Baptists, 'as narrow as the narrowest P.B.'s that ever 

existed, will can'y·· on the name ·and keep. alive the 
.service .. The r~ading of the word, and prayer, .are 'as gates, c9ntrovel1Sies. I shall 'be associated with men who have 
.of carbuncle to admit us ~nto the preSf;!DCe 'chamber· of The· ·an eye to the gre,ater oppo~tun~ty." . 

. ', Augusj: Majesty, im!i ~e.is most b~essed'~ho mQlit frequently: That is th~ man-..and 'he represents' the principles.--
swings those gates uPQn rthe~r sa.pph~re 'hinges, When the·· . 
stars 'are ·revealed, and 'all 'the 'hosts of heaven walk in' now ~on~ro1ling The Union of Regular Baptist qhurches 
golden glory, then surely is the' time when the solemn of·OntanG and ~uehec. '. ... 

-.. ' temple 18 !lit up; and' the 'worship~r is hidd~n t~ enter .... ' We r~commend'the Reg~!~r B~pt~sts atpong'our :t;'eaQers 
If :one :hour .can ibe endowed with·· a sacredness above its n~t, . to ,entrust. ·one !folIar- of· theIr. money to such ad-
fellows, it Ifiust· be the hour when' ·the Lord I}ooseth tlie mlnlstrat~rs:· .: . . . . . 
bandS of Orion and leadeth forth Arcturus 'and ·'his sons: . If your wIll stands In favour of The Umon of Regular 
then voices fro~ worlds afar call us to contemplation and Baptist Churc~esi"change .it at once,. and sU'b~ti~~'te The, 
adoration, .and the:StiUness .of the .iower world 'prepares an. EII!-erge~cy· Mlsslom~ry an~ ,Ed'U:catlOnalCo~~lttE7 of 
oratory' for the' devout soul. He'sur~ly,riever''PJ;'ays at ail" .The Umon of.Regu!ar.BaptIst9hurches .fo17 dlstmctlvely. , 
who does no·t end 'the day 'as' al1 men wish to erid their \lives Regular :BaptIst mISSIonary and educabo~al work, Or, , 
-in prayer. ' .' " '. " i.f ,yo~ prefer it, leave it to The Trustees o,f Jarvis Street. 

. ; ' .. , . ., '. . . ,... . ~aptI.st ·Ohurch, to ,'be .used by them excluslv.ely ·for ReRu-
. .'In many ~ous~h?lqsif:'he. ~athen.ng, of .. ~~.f~nn'ly~oreve~ l!I.;1". ~aptist"educational 'and, mis.sionary 'work. B~t W~ , 
, n1l1~\pra3;"er:~s mor~ ea~y than f.!:t.e mw'nmg OP..~rtumty, and. do exhort you' CHANGE YOUR WILL AT ONCE!' 

in all the te"'ts of our Israel the .. eye~ing . sacrifice Sihould .. . ' . . . . 
... be ~lemnly remembered: 'Ere we cOwer down beneath the . .' '. . " ' 

,', '. " -' ··'wings of the Eofern'al,·let us :entreat I:!im to de'liver 'us' from . .. THANKS' FOR SEASON:'S' 'GR-EETiNGS' 
." " 

", 

. '.' 
',. ',' 

• ,th~ terror by.night, and Igiv.e 'us safe dwelling In-ais ··secret. .' Dr .. 'and' -:Mr~. Shi~ids~ R~v. -We S'.· ~nd' Mrs~' 'W~itc~m'be, .' " 
,placl'!.· It is bleSsed work ~to se.t "the night warders,in t~eir THE· GOSPEL WiTNESS, and its staff; have received· miny" 
·posts by. supplication, ·and . then commit 'ourSelves without kindly greetings, fo~' Christmas"and the' New :Year from 

, . fear to the·embr~ces of dMn.e\love: .'." ,'-'. .' near and very distant places, . ·We 'are grateful for every' : .. 
'" -C. H. ~PURGEON, " . one of lhem. We ~ should like to 'wrIte to each~:a' cordial 
, .... , , .. .. .: " 'letter in· reply; ,hu,t O\lr' friends will recQgnize the' 'Uri-

. ABOUT YOUR WILL '. ,. : possibility'bf uIi.'dertaking 'the la'oour involved, and· so' yve 
. . take' this means (;f saying, Tharik you mbst heartily, to 

'" 

WE HAVE never apol~gi~d f~r 'being a Baptij;t, and aU.our, friep:4s.throu·ghout the world, and i'n return most _. 
. .. .- .... - at, the time, of· our separa,tion from the· Qld· Con- earnestly',. and prayerfully, we wi'sh you all A 'Happy· ' 

· vention; we revived ·the use of the term "Regular", in . 'New Year: ., 

\ 

order to s'how ,that we at least lay equal'emphasis upon 
· hoth ordinances comma~ded;·hi. the 'New. Testament, and 
. that' ,we believe 'in observing them in the New Testament A WORD TO THE MEMBERS OF 
order. . .. . .' ' . JARVIS STREET 

.Among our r~aders there are,' we are su·re, some.thou- WE ARE happy to pass on to our membership the 
sands of Baptists, who share. that 'belie~, as did the , 'report of the office that the JarVis Street budget 
brother wh.o some ,time \ ~g~ gave us securities for, the "'. for last' ·Simd·ay was aitogether·:the· 'hlrgest· on ·record .. 

'E!eminary, for ten, thousand dollars, because we still in- Records have been examined for some ·years past, and the 
· sisted uI!':>D 'being. "Re~!lla!,' Baptistrnot caring for the., weekly offering receipts exceeded anything recorded, ,. 

name, but ,for what it ~'i-gnified: 'insistence upon ·obedi- But o~r. interests ar~. many, the Seminary, 'rHE WITNESS,· . 
ence to both.ordiI\ances in their scriptural order. and our missionary interests in ·addi,tion to the needs ·of 

' .. Now' if you'hav~"~ade'your will, leaving"any portion'~~~e'?hu~ch itself. ~Let ~s ~onHn~e aD'~ ~n~reasinglY:bring." 
?f 'your estate, ot: your ,estate. as a, whole; to':the. Union· In .our ~Ithes .'B:nd. of.fe.rl,~g~. ~. tlie Lord· s. s~rehous~ ... a,nd 

.. ci.f Regul:ir:· Baptist Churches so-called· of 'Ontario and the overflowmg blessmg wIll 8ur~l! ,~~e . 
. Quebec;, y.ou haa 'better· revise 'your .will,' for ·by :a .politiclll; " 
manIpulation of' 'a lot ,of little churches, seme ,of 'them. TO'EVERY GOSPEL 'WITNESS SUBSCRIBER 
with mem'ber,ships less than twenty-five, and a few. less' , . , . • 
than, Mq, and' ~c!li:ing, fro.~ those chureh'ls each' two' . "WE BE~IEVE there.is pro~ablY 'not one of·our ·thou
delegates, a IJlajority o{ delegl:l-tes, 'which did not ·repre:. , ,sands of ,WITNEf'!S s.ubscrlbe·rs who ,could notl.. 'by a 
sent a majority ,of the members of Regular Baptist 'little effort, secure a,nother sub.scription beside his own 
Church~s, secured control Of the Union. Tho'se who are to THE GOSPEL W~TNESS.· 

'now in. control 'of' it, ·are not' in·any sense' "Regular" We are not going to plead with you, hut simply remind 
Bapt~sts .. ,.. 'rhe nomi:Q,al' P.residoen.t has. 'brought· what 'he you that this is one of the great missionary enterprises 
learned as a·chaplain in the Army, ba:ck into church life, bless·ed of God' to the salvation of souls, to the eddfication 
'and .can riow fraternize witliaiJ.yone, an'd everyone. In a of 'believers, ·and to 'the maintenance of the cause 'of 
letter'· signed -by the p.resent ,secretary of the Union, Rev .. Christ. in many places where but for the ministrations 
'J9hn ij.. Armst:ro~g, to Rev. W. 'G. Brown"he protested of this paper, there would be no testimony. Having thus 
against the. "regimentation" . which . consisted' in' insist- reminded· you, we ·ask you to ·co-operate ,with us most 
ence that ;TorontO .Jjaptist Seminary should continue a earnestly,. and send us a new sU'b~cription; 
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THE "BENEFITS" OF "THE HOLY YEAR" 
) EXTENDED· 

ELSEWHERE in this' issue we pubjish- an excellent 
article 'by our ·good Deacon, Mr. P. J. Jones, entitled, 

!'The Holy Door". 
No doubt the so-called "Holy Year" -brought millions. 

of dollars into the coffers of the Roman Catholic church. 
That ecclesiastical "refuge of lies" is like 'a .circus -
always on the lookout for some new monstrosity, in order 
to inveigle the public to throw away a little more money. 
But though the "HolY'Year" is endled in Rome, and, the 
door closed, the alleged "'benefits" are to be extended for 
another year. And' so every Catholic ehurch in the 
world is made a collecting agency, still further to im~ 
poverish the poor dupes of this hellish system. And why 
n,ot? The only "benefits" accruing from the "Holy Year" 
were the increased revenue to the ecclesiastical horse
leeeh, which never says, "It is enough." 

We publish 'below a recent press dispatch, fallowed· by" 
our eomments thereup~n : 

EXTEND BENEFITS OF PILGRIMAGE 
TO ALL CATHOLICS . 

. Vatican City, Dec. 26 (AP).-RomanCatholics will be 
required to say more prayel'S, especially for peace, than 
did the pilgrims to Rome in the 1950 Holy Year to 
gain the benefits of its extension through 1951 ,to the 
whole world. -

Bishops will promote extraoreJ,inary missions to pre-
pare Roman Catholics for, the jubilee. ' 

TIie papal bull extending the Holy Year, now concluded 
in Rome, through 1951 .to the world outside Rome was 
pubUshed to-day in L'Osservatore Romano, the Vatican 
City newspaper. . 

'l'he 4,000,000 pilgrims to Rome in 1950 could acquire 
,the spiritual benefits of the jubilee by reciting three tImes 
the prayers "Our Father, Hadl Mary and Glory Be to 
the Father, besides saying each one of them for the in
tentions of the pope 'and reciting the credo. The inten
tions of the pope are the particular benefits to the world 
which he outlIned as the purposes of the Holy Year, in
cluding peace. 

Jubilee prayers during 1951-will consist of repeating 
the Our Father, the Had,} Mary and the Glory Be to the 
Father five .times, 'Saying three additional ,Hail Marys 
along with the invocation, Queen of Peace, for Us, and the 
Salve Regina. 

Finally, though it is no.t obligatory, Roman Catholics 
are exliorted to recite the special prayer composed by, 
the pope "for the· Holy Year. 

Othel'\Yise, the regulations for acquiring the jubilee 
indulgence promised by the pope-pardon of temporal 
puniSlhment for sin-are the same as those followed in 

- Rome, with ~ocal variations. As during the Rome jubilee, 
Roman Catholics must confess and take communion to 
acquire the Holy Year in4ulgence. 

'Catholics win visit designated churches. Wherever 
possible the visits will be to four different churches, 
including the archdiocese cathedral. 

Here we are told Roman ,Catholics will be "required 
to say more prayers." Yes; that i's what it is, the say
ing of prayers, on the assumption that .people are heard 
for tl),eir much s'peaking. 

But let us see what they are to do:. 
They were to acquire the spiritual benefits for nine

teen hundred and ·fifty, by reciting three times, "Our 
Father, Hail Mary and GlQry Be to the Father, besides 
saying each one of them for the intentions of the ,pope, 
imd reciting the credo." 

'Surely people' must be quite ma'd. to believe this kind 
of -bunkum. They are to say the sa~e prayers that the 
pilgrims to Rome said, and then "three additi'Onal Hail 

Marys along with the invocation, Queen of Peace, for 
Us, 'and the Salve Regina". . 

What a horrible caricature of the God and, Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, Who heard the simplest, and 
briefest, requests of 'blind men, and let5ers, and the Syro
phenician woman, and' even the alleged first pope, wh'O, 
essaying to walk on the water to go to Jesus, "'beginning 
to' sink" cried, "Lord, save me ," If that first pope, as 
is alleged, had had! to recite three times, "Our Father, 
Hail Mary and Glory Be to the Father", and then saying 
them over again, each for his own '''intentions'', in ad
dition to reciting the creed, and then if he had to say 
"three additional Hail 'Marys along with the invocation, 
Queen of Peace, for Us, and-the Salve Regina", the 'first 
pope would have been drowned 'before he could 'have got 
his ·prayers half finished. 

But what are all these extended 'benefits of the pilgrim
age to Rome? . What is to be the reward for the saying 
of aU these prayers? Just this: the Pope promised a 
certain "indulgence". Now an "indulgence" is not a 
permission to eommit sin. Rome teaches that the death 
of Christ 'availed 'Only for sins committed 'before 'baptism, 
and that after baptism, which in mos't cases is. adminis
tered in earliest infancy, a man must atone for his own 
sins 'by suffering temporal punishment in purgatory. An 
"indulgence" is a shortening 'of that term of punishment. 
a_remission of sins, which logieally teaches that the Pope 
can forgive sins, and s'ave people from purgatory' en
tirely apart from -the merits of the blood' of ·Christ, since 
Christ's blood has no value in the mitigation of temporal 
punishment. But nobody knows how long the soul is-to ~be 
confined in this alleged purgatory. We readl in the paper 
sometimes of a man's being senteneed to many months 
"definite", and so lang a time "indeterminate". Appar
ently temporal punishment 'in purgatory is "indetermin-
ate". -

Somewhe~e we read in a Catholic woi-'k tha:t a certain 
bishop had' ·already spent six hundred years in purgatory.· 
That· may have 'been an "indeterminate" sentence. But 
it strikes us as a pretty long time to be in such a hot 
plaee, which is said. to 'be hotter 'than hell itself. 

The fact is, there is no such place as purgatory', It 
is' one of the inventions 'Of Popery, w,hich one priest 
called, "Th-e priest's Klondyke". So now, in order to 
avail themselves of a promised "indulgence" 'by the 
Pope, a reduction of the period to be spent amid the 
awful flames of purgatory, people will visit designated 
Roman churches throughout th~ world, while repeating 
these preposterous prayers; and will pay their money 
to "the church, with abs'Olutely no guarantee..of immunity 
to purgatorial flames after all. 

Surely the Dev'ii never ~id a cleverer thing 'than to 
inspire his chief agent, the Pope; at some time to invent 
the notion 'Of purgatory. Not eontent with the additional 
prayers, wherever ·possible, they will have to visit fou·r 
churches, including the archdiocese cathed.ral. 

We can 'Only say that the people who are seduced: by 
such silly promises, are spiritually of all lunatics, the 
most insane_ ' 

• 

You cannot refuse to give God a penny who gives you 
. all good things, even eternal life, and turn around and 
give the devil, the giver of all evil and death eternal, 
pieces 'Of gold, and not ,be punished for it.' . 

. -MARTIN LUTHER 
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mlJt' Jaruts .trttt '_lpit 
God Requireth Tha't Which Is Past 

\ 
\ 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis, Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, December 31st, 1960 
(Electrically Recorded) 

. "I know 'that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall ,be for ever: nothing can be put 
to it, nor any thing taken from it: 'and God doeth it, that men should fear ,before him. 

"That which 'hath 'been is now; and that which is to be ha,th already been; and 
God requireth th'at which·is,past."-Ecclesi:astes 3:14,15. 

IT pleased God, 'by His grace, to 'bring me to a knowledge 
of Ohrist when I was yet in my' teens; and I recall 

that in the first year of my ,Christian experience I was 
~ttracted, s,trangely, perhaps, to this Book of Ecclesiastes. 
It then seemed':to me one of the mQstattractive of all 
the Books of the Bible. This uPreacher", 'as the writer 
of this Book calls himself, ·had got -a glimpse of 'another 
world 'beyond this. Notwithstanding, he exceeded all who 
had been 'before him in Jerusalem in 'wealth and in wis
dom, yet he ,had learned lightly to regard the things of 
earth; he had 'been lifted up" and his wider 'knowledge 
had engendered in him a kind of holy cynicism, issuing 
in a holy contempt for 'all things "under the sun". He 
had found a new standard by which to measure and ap
praise the value of earthly t,hings. Notwithstanding the 
fact th'at his position and possessions enabled him to 
drink to the full of every fountain of pleasure this world 
couId provide, so that whatsoever his eyes desired he 
kept not from them, ',and witliheld not his heart from any 
joy-incalculably rich, he was able to advantage himself 
of 'all the comforts and luxuries of life,-yet, when he 
had weighed these pondera'ble things in his superior 
spir'i·tual balances, his, ultimate verdict was. "All is vanity 
and vexation of spirit," and "there was no profit under 
the sun." We all come to that sooner or later"but some 
are long and late in arriving at that apprais'al of things. 

I do not know that.I could select any text from this 
marvellous Book that would more clearly lead us to the 
heart of it, and help us to share the write~'s conception 
of life the relation of the material to the spiritual, of 
time t~ eternity, of earth to heaven, of man to Cod, than 
these verses: "I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall 

. be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken 
from it:, and God doeth it, that men should, fea·r '~efore 
him. T,hat which hath been is now;"-this' is the last 
rlay of the'year, and I suppose many of us are in a mood 
that is jointly and alternately retrospective and prospec
tive, looking 'behind us and looking 'before us-"that 
which hath been is ,now; and that which is -to be:'
tomorrow, next year-"hath already been; and God re
quireth that which is past." 

I. 
In this saying you get a glimpse of this writer's appre

hension: of THE INFINITUDE OF THE DMNE. He has 'been 
lifted up above earth's time limitations; he sees things on 
a wid-er scale, and' with a longer perspective, and he knows 
that there is Someone in this univers'e who is not like 
ours'elves, who are "ever learning, and never a'ble to come 

to -the knowledge of the truth," ever ·'trying, and never 
wholly succeeding, 'building our towers and' destroying 
them, doing the same things over and over 'again, and 
never getting them' done-he is, tired of aU that and he 
says, "I know that, whatsoever 'God doeth, it sllall be 
for ever." '_ 

That 'principle is observable in the material world in 
thte works of God's han'd8l. But you say, "N~ture wears 
out, and the seasons pas's, and the su.mmer is, succeeded 
by winter." "Change and decay in ali around' I see," we 
sing. Yes, 'but this same shrewd observer remarked, 
"One generation ,pass-eth away, and- another generation 
cometh: 'but the earth abideth for ever." So it does, so 
it will, purged, regenerated at last, but it a:bideth forever. 
Marvellous powers of recovery and recuperation are 
everywhere stored in -the works of God so that as the 

. sun rises 'anell sets, and "·all the rivers run into the sea; 
yet the s'ea is not full; unto the place from whence the 
rivers come, thither they return again," their enilless, 
their everlasting circuitsh the fa'ce of the earth is, re
newed; and I say, that even in the material world we 
can see something of the infin'itude, the immeasurability 
of the powers' and processes and wisdom of Gdd. What" 
He does He does for ever. . . . 

The timelessness of it! I have sometimes stood at 
Niagara Falls" and listened to the music of its roar, and 
I have said to myself, "If Abraham had. been near enough 
to hear he might have heard that music. That organ 
has been playing for centuries and! millennia." Have 
you not heen impressed, as you have looked at the works 
of God, 'by their stability, the'ir agelessness, :how they 
renew themselves' again and, again, and again so -that 
"whatsoever IGo'd doeth, it shall be for ever"? People 
speak colloquiaIly about foresight and, hindsight; most 
of us are chiefly expert in the latter.. We learn some
thing tod'ay of the folly of oui yesterdays; we. began to 
bui"lt 'and we were not a!ble to finish; we made something, 
but it was not perfect, 'and when someone came to inspect 
our handiwork, we had to acknowledge tha't it was sus
cepti'ble of a' good deal of improvement. 

I have had something to do with 'building, this 'build
ing and- other buildings,. and I have always 'been inter
ested. in that sort of thing. When this building was in 
course of 'construction there were 'over five hundred 
separate plans on it. One night I was lying awake in my 
bed studying one of the plans. It was dark, 'but the plan 
was' photographed' on my mind, and I traced it up and 
down 'and round a:bout; I came to a certain place, and I 
aai'd, "S~rely he hasn't 'a door there; there 'Qught to be 
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a do?r:':, So the'next mor~ing I called' the, archit~,~t, all(~.~· it, 0 'yes, you sh~uld"~~st lOut yo~r ~;e if.it 'gives ,'you' ' " 
I saHi!, Loo.k a~ plan n~mbE.!r so-and-~o, wIlI'y0~7 ,Pres- offence, there is .a necessary ;gutgety,'physical and moral, '. 
ently ~e saId, I ha~E.! It before me.' I saId, I;Iow do but as we cpm~ from the hand of God' nlO .a:ddition or su'b-' 
you. thI~k we are gomg to ge~ through that corrIdor on tr~ction is n.ecess~ry. God never lays 'His handiwork by 
the South there? Why haven t 'you put a dl()or for us tlO. WIthout havmg perfected it according to' His will . 
get .thr.ou·gh ?~~ ,·'.'Why, there· 'is}' -I said ;~'Look at ·it." -:- .. '. . . .: . ' ' ' . 

. -I "do' not know'who: Geqrge is, 'but. he said, "By "George, : I was.m 'the' hlO~Pltal once with ·a:bro~en ar~, and a' 

" 

.but ~oil :are right," H~. sai,d, ~'There ,is no 'door there.". nu.r~e ,;\yas prepar~ng Ime .for ~n ope~atI(;m on ~~t.. She 
. .J .. ~ald, "yl()~ pad. ~et-tE.!r c~r:rect that, .. d9n~~ YQU thin~?".' ,s~Id:, I s1l:p~~e.,. Dr. Sh,~el~,s, I ought t? .apol~gIz~ to... . . 

He }a.ughe-d· and said "~I will.". But' when they were all . y~~ .. ' ~ s~Id,,, W~~t for? '. ~h~ colon>f my naIls,""she . - -' ~ . 
: p~rfected .. as we su.pposed, when'we ·cariie.to·'buHd we···.sa~d. J,s~ud',.,. Don't apo.I~gIZe to.~e;.-I do\not care what.' . . 

o , • fO!-Ind :t~at we. had' not '~een possessed of, the necessary colo~, you ~aI~:~ them, 'black .or ~?~t~ or yel~owlOr "bl~e: 
. prescience, fore~knowledge, or foresight andi there w'ere' . ~ut, I saI~, . I cannot h~lp thmkmg that If. the Lor~ 
':-. some things we' had 'noCantieipated so ~e-had to amend' _h~d waIl't~d you'to have naIls'of that color' He·'woul'd have 

'-,' .. " ~~eIl} ,he,re, a~d .. there., ~her_e never ~as_~' b.uiIl;iing ~ 'su,p- gIven th~m to ~ou with?ut yoU! .pai-nti~g t~e~.". ~ d??'t, . 
pose in'the history of 'architecture. and' Construction that say ~ha~ the~e IS anythI,!g morally wrong m 1t, It IS"JUSt ' 

'.: .' went. up' exaCtbi .as ,the.ar'cnitect ·planned. it: :a,e 'got' wiser 0 stupI,d, that'Is. ~Il. B~~, If,YOU ~a,n~ 'togo around 'looking -- , 
.; ," , . . ~ he :werit. on aM' -learned by experienc'e:' ':N ot'so' ot:Him ,~s ifJlou~h you!' fOU-ntalI~ .:peI.I had, o~erru~)"ou-r. 'ilail~;' th~t :..:" "~' " 

o of Whom it is s-aid,- "He who made a:ll.t.hings 'is rGo,d-." ,He IS all rIght ',!Ith me; I am ,not ~I~g ~ c~mplain. Hut ' 
~a:w the-en~ from the beginning: "0 Lord, how' manifold ,let us" see t)I1~~S from 'God s' pO.mt of view. We do not_ ' 
are thy works! in wisdom hast 'thlOU' made them all." n,eed any add-ItIons. or subtr~ctIons. . 
W~' ~e'ad this evening ;;omethin,g at>out the }tuman. body,', ' What 'is true: Of. ~h.e m!terial world. is happily tr'l!-~ 0/ 

hovy 'the ~salmist. sai~, "I 'am, fearfuHy, and wonderfully the world, o/"the 8'J!~nt... What8l()~ver 'Go~ doeth, it shall 
made.". I can. never understand how a Doctor could 'be be for ever. .Thls uI,llverse -slumb.ered· In the mInd of 
an~hi.ng,:-b~.rt a devout man; it, se'ems -to me -he 'Ought to . th~ Eternal 'before His Almighty fiat spoRe it- into being. 
see p~e wisdom of ·God in the human frame ,that he is HIS 'plans, were ma(i,e fQr you and 'for me. Is not that" 

, . trained ,to stu'dy, that ,he, niay heaL,' you,do riot want.to . ,indicated when lie said,' "I,.et us make ma'n in our image, 
he 'Improved upon; do y!lu?' 'TW.o handls'are enQugh, ,aren't 'after out likeness",? 'Y'hen 'God set c.>uJ t~:mak~ .man He 
they? I know Of some who have more. ,I he·ard IOf Mr. ,knew what He was do mg. 'Well, my. dea:r. friend-s, that 
~purg~~ say.ing 'once, that slOuie .peop'ie h'ad- . three hands, ,is equ~lly t~ue ,of ·spiritual .. matters., .Tl).ere are many 
-:-a right hand and a,left hand and'a littIe-beh'ind' hand. pelOple,I,! thls.~orld today:'who seel;ll to think tpere was' , 
'I suppose most.of. us, have. Evoluti.onists_tell us that we _,}10 rehgI~US MsdOni iiI, the ~orld until, they were' 'i?orIi, .. 

.'~ have In ,these Qodies of ours ,s'Ome "vestigial 'remains". ,:and so. tHey ,busy the,n;tselves trying to correct what God, 
" Th~t is ves,tiges'- of. what we used to be ,when ou'r"remote has' ordained. The· pope takes a 'crack at 'it once in a ' ' 

ance~'to~s' lived in trees or else waJlow~d- in'the slime or 'while.: The unchangeable 'church is chimging all- tlie time. 
p'erhaps 'coutd be' dis,ce~ned .-only -through a inicrosc~pe. Semper eadem is its· motto; always the saIl!-e. It .is never 

. '. 
\when what there is now IOf us.began'as an' amoeb'a, That., the. s~~e., Its' can6~. la~ is built' up C?n· auth'Oritat~ve 
,isn't my record .. But anyway, that is what. 'they -tell' us.. d:~fmltIons.. Two or three months, ago if you .had been 
" I once had a'sore throat, and went to see t.he doctor' a Roman Catholic,you'would, not; have needed to believe 
who was then my physician. '''I'll ta'ke you 'downstairs " h~ that Mary was,ass·timed into heaven, as to her 'body., You 
sai~,~' '~to tIi.e:"besi .'thJ;'o~t, man.'in 'the city .. .- He's ptetty. m.i,g~,t_ .hav~ 'believed .. ' it,' many, .did: ~ooIishlY, but· .if you 

, , 'rough," he s,aid; "·but he 'is a good man." 'So I went down.' ,dldn t'It would, not have --made any dIfference.' But ,when 
... - , ,', -a-nd., he looked at my .. throat....:~'you· shOltld' have ·,a· ton~il~: "'o'nce "His ~~Hness" has pr9cl~'hne<t'it,,· al'ldl declare-if it to 

lect~my 'at, on'ce, .. getth~se· ton.~l!ls out, they .are ·horr1b~~.", ,be. a do&:ma". YO.u: '!lu~t .. '?elie~? it ,or 'b~, ,damned ~' lfo~, 
I saId; "Thank you." , As I.-came back ,to' my own doctor' uttez:ly sIl~y, ~t l!~, ISn- 1;. It?. What&oev~r.,God, doetp, It 
he s'ai'd, "Ydu were not impressedt,?" I s'aid,- "Not a,bit!' sha:~l b~_for ~ver.'~ In any e'vent if God ma'de'man in the, 
He s'aid, "Y o'u dlO not, thin~ you. can ,'spare' them ?" . I ' begmnmg I do not kn9w,of .anyone who w?uld 'pe so lik~ly 
s'aid, "Not until I am sure I cannot 'keep them.'" "No," to know how to z:e-make hIm 'but God HI~self, d~ ,you? 
he 'f!aid, "l rather t~ought that your. anU~evolut'ion idea ~o,. ~f you ,please, I will g.oto Headquarters. " ' 
would, M.t regard YlOur 'tonsHs as be,ing vestigi-al re- , The covenant of grace between the' Father .son and' , 
mains." I said, "If medical science doesn't knhw wl).ai Holy Ghost is even older than the material 'world' it . 
they are for,,'so,much'-the worse for m~d-ica·l scieI.1ce; He ..... ante'dates creation, 'and -by its provision the Lamb ~as 

." . 
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," wglO !D'aqe nje I>u t ,th~m t~erE.! for ~om¢~h.i~g;- and .they ~re. 'sla,in fl'~.m thE:) foil.na/a tion of 'the '\Yorld. '. Tlie covenant is' 
'B,oing :to, ,s~ay . for the .. presen:t:" . I' .wept.,i:n :to se~ .hi~··a . a,I?- ~ye~la:stj~'K c'ovemtnt he'twe,e~ Fath~r', ,'~on ~nd 'Ho'lY' 
couple 'of months afterwards', Just IOn. a 'frlendly VISIt, and G~IOSt, which could' never ,be "bro·ken'. ' ,The revelation of 

. ":. .... 

" 

I said, "Take a look at my 'throa:t, will you ?," He 106ke'd it was fore.:.ordained. 'I heard the Messiah last Wednes-
at it 'imd' he'said; "Perfectly healthy:" I said, ·"1. was day, did: you·? I hadn't heard: it for some years' ',although .. 
~iser tJIan'·tpat·,great throat, .mari downs.ta#&" don't, yo.u·':J used- to hear it' every year if-Yhad, the, opi>ortilliity: . " .. " .. 
thin~?" He smiled, and,,said, "l;ra'ther,t~i,nk you were.'~ When ~ 'got ·~orp.~ last Wednesday: evening my wHe said, -,' '. " 

" . 

"Vestigial re,mains !". There are no . superflu'itied in "Are you (it all tire-d ?", I said,~'No, I would/ like to go 
~he,se 'I?odi~,s ~f lOurs. _ T,here are reserves of power" of hack an~ ,'b,egin all over again right n'Ow."· I never tire' 
r,~cuperati:ve energy, 'b1,lt 'w~en G?d mad.e man!, ~e made' IOf it. And diq you no~~cE:) that Ii very"large part of th,at 
·hlm, 'and If, you pleas,e,-I.wIIl a:bldle by the ,orIgmal pat- marve.lIous, Oratorio is. based" upon the' Old Testament? , 
tern.·.so far as I 'am cO!lcerned.,. That enters, ip,1:Q every· That thrj:)Iing, delightful soio,' "I know·thil.1;,My Redeemer' ' 

. thing, wherever YA).(see it'..- '" . . .. , .. ~. . . . " .. ' .. Iiv~th," is'taken from the oldest oraB Boo'li:s Of the Bible, .-
'~ .. :.,',._ ": 'T,~,~n : l~k ~ 'at ,the,~~ple~~nes~ ,~/ ,God's :u!l!rk.. . fro!D .~ge 'Boo!:c of Job:.,' ~'H,e w.as-'~~n.d~4,for_:oll::r: trl\ns~' 

No~hIP.g shaH be :pu.tto lt1 nO'thmg· s~aJI ~e ,taken fro.m grel!1SlOnS, he wal!1 bruIS~d, for our iniquHres , . ': " , 4,11 
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that is in the Old Testament, Yes, the provision for. "the. ·.III. 
coming of the Messiah was made, and you nO'tice how ·Now. just very simpiy, if I can sp.l~ak with sufficient 
Jesus came at the exact time-"When the fulness,of""the clarity for you to follow me, 'j want you to see How THE 
time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, FINITE AND TEMPORAL ARE ,CHAINED TO' THE ETERNAL. 
made under .the law, to redeem them that were under "Tha't which hath 'been is now; and· that which is to be 
the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons." hath 'alread,y'been; ·and 'God requireth that which is past!' 
The 'birth of Jesus in Bethlehem was known from. all My yesterdays are today; my tomQrrows were yesterday, 
eternity, ,and 'that disclQsure of the Divine Nature in the There is no new thing under the sun. And from.our little, 
pe~.son of 'f!:im ,was ~he express "imag.e .of 'God .. It was all . .limited,' stunted vie~ of,. things we are just given a 

. arranged, and you cannot improve upon it. glimpse into .things as they appear in the visiQns of God. 
The same is true of the procla-mation of 'it. I was We, s·iIi.g sometimes,' . . . . , . 

almQst preaching on another text this evening, 'but it· -
"Our lives through various scenes 'are drawn, 

was a little too big for me;' I will come back tQ it another And vexed with trim.ng cares, , 
otime.· You remember P'eter'says, "We have not followed· While Thine eternal thought moves on, 
cunningly devised fables., when we made known unto you. Thine undIsturbed affairs." . 

: the p?wer and C?~ing Q~ o~r Lord Jesus C~i~st, 'bu"t were .. What a'bout youI' yesterdays.? 'Wh~n talkin'g to .someone 
, .. eyeVVl'tnesses 'Of: ~l1~,..maJ,~sty: . Fqr he ~E:cel,~e.d fr~m G.~~ .... about a certain matter .. the ehhei. day, ... he .said', '''Oh; 'all 
.. th~: Fathe.r h~nour and ~lory, when tbe:e ~ca~e such a ' .. that IS water 'Over the flam." I 'saw the' heading. of an 
. vOlce:o hIm from t~e excellent gl?,ry, ,ThIS IS .my beloved . article on some religious suhject: "We mu;t forget the 

Son., "m. whom I 'am ~ell pleased. . Then he gO~~ on tQ 'past, and look fonvard.". Yes, there is a sense in which 
~sa!,. yve have also a mQre s~r.e ~ord 'Of ~rophec!.,. Th~t we may forget.the things. that are behind, and press for
certIfIes tQ the,O.ld Te.stament and the New, and thIS warde to' that which IS before 'but' on the other' hand 
~ritt.en procl~ma'bon of the complete.d work 'Of redemp~ there are things' that cannot be' forgQtten.· The'record of 
bon !s here- 'whatso~v.er God. doeth ~!t shall be for ev~r,; your yesteril"ays is indelibJe, it is written: "Tha't which 
nothmg ~I!- be p~t to I,t, nO.r a.ny thmg taken from It. hath been is now." That is very simple isn't it? If yQU 
It was. fmIshed m the, begmnmg. We had better not owe some man~something'gQ and tell him, "That was last 
try to ·Improve upon <the GosPel.. 'year, that is my yesterday; that is past; it ,is water ·over 

" II. 
AND ALL THIS WAS DONE THAT MEN SHOULD FEAR 

GOD, "and 'God doeth it, that men should fear 'before him." 
Do you see that contr'ast? Whatever Godl does is forever; 
.you CI;lnnbt add to it or take from it, "it is finished and 
complete, and He does it that His frail human creatures 
might fellr before Him, as we stud.y the completeness, 
the wisdom of His wQrks. Notbing humbles human 
.nature like· the disclosure of Divine independence. When 
we learn hQW well :God can -do without us then we' are 
humbled befQre Him. Nothing inspires reverence like 
a view of the Divine· perfection in the Person' of J EStiS 

'., Christ: 'Who are .. V'{e 'that we should be pr.Qud. 'before_God? 
... "Why s·lrould the spirit of mortlils "be 'proud?", . 

'How, therefore, should the Gospel, in . all its complete, 
ness,·.challenge tlb,e 1J.e~"rt and the in~'ellect of.men? I h~d 
a vQh:lme at my side the other night and I read some mar
velious lectures by a great English leciurer, whQ was also 
a preach~r. The w,lume containeo. 'both lectures !lnd ser
mons, but he was a better lecturer than he was a 
preacher; I did not enjoy much of the preaching, and 'at 
'SQme points t was actually conceited' enough to think ] 
could do as well myself. But .study the Gospel of· God's 
grace, the .'philosophy of salv.ation, the marvellous ~ul-

.. fmment··of ·all the principles of 'righteousness and truth 
.. in" Him WiW was the Word. incarnate. 'You cannot help 

asking, "IlQW could it 'be?" No 'One but 'God could ao 
that.' . 

... '. 'I have "been annoyed sometimes, when going' through 
-the ROckies by. tralri in' an observation car, with a' l'Ot of 

. human parrots or"magpie.s, exclaim'ing aboui this, that 
and the other thing, and I 'have felt like pointing to some \ 

. of these' to'wering mountains· ·and sayi'ng, "Isn't that 
enough to silence your senseles·s tQngue?" Even the won

.ders .Qf' God in na'tl:lre 'by their awfulness" if yOU have 
. eyes to. se'e, I'edu~e us by comparison to humility, but 

when . we' 'C'ome ''10 ·the Gospel 'of GOdis grace we are 
humbled'before"Him, and we repent in dust and ashes.: 

. . '. . , . ,'. 

-, 

the dam." He says, "It may be to you: but not in my 
boo'ks." "It is now." That is the, meaning of that. 

No,. we ··cannQt divQrce. ourselves from our record;, we _ 
,cannot say that 1950 is done now and we will begin with 
51. We are 'bringing 1950 into 51 with us. "And that 
which is to 'be hath already been." . Men are not severed 
from their habits, divorced from their gradually developed 
char:aders 'by the calendar. We take our miserable selves 
with us. You have hE:ard the story of. the Quaker, who 
was met by a traveller on the 'brow Qfa hill. The man " 
wi'th a pack 'On his back said to the Quaker, woking down . 
into the valley: "What sort of people live down tl?-e~'e in 
that village?" The Quaker ·said, "What 8·ort of people 
d-id thee leave 'behind thee ?." "Oh, they wer(! bail people," 
and he described thein. '"Aha,''' said the Quaker, "and 
friend thee will find the same 'kind of people dQwn there." 
Yo'u always dQ. You carry your yester~ays into today, 

, and into 'tomorrow, and yQU cari:not get rid, of them,' not 
one of us. I dQ not know whether you keCfla diary or 
·not; it isn't a very safe thing to dQ, but though you cast 
it into the fire, still you 'haven't destrQyed! the record 
of it. "That which hath 'been is' now; ·and·. that which 
is to be hath already been." There is a continuity in 
life, a chain which no human power can 'break. . 

.DO . you know what that means? It· means· not only 
that what we have already thought 'and .s·a~d 'and d.one is .' 
recorded, 'but that which shaU be, which is to be, it has 

.. already 'been. Did you notice that Scripture we read to-
night, 'did, .you see' the import of it? "Thou understand

. est my thought.afar off.". Not far off fro~ God, but far 
off from' me. What 'a man plans, wh~l.t he aspires to Qe; 
his motives, the thing within, his aims, his objective 
ideals for the future-it hath been already. Man is going 
to be what he is planned to 'be, and it is· all written in 
the present tense. . 

Then there is this dreadful word: ~'God· requireth that 
which is past." Oh, it.is aIr oVEn: now:. ' We are shocked 
w.hen we· read or some dreadful crime. The newspapers 
are 'full of-it for.··a. couple··of days,' then it' gets to '~he' 

.. . 
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second page, then the middle page, and then it is forgot
ten. The public memory is short. Politicians trade upon 
that-we shaH soon for.get. I have been trying to re
member where, I was this' time last year. Somewhere in 
Indonesia, and I thought I would keep a diary so I would 
be able a year hence to say, "I was in so-and-so at such a 
time," but I didn't. I kept it for a little while, and, then 
forgot all a:bout it. What d"oes it matter where we were? 
It 'is all written down; Somebody else keeps a diary. 
During the days of the Inquisition' someone was being 
interro'gated, and he was encouraged to spe~ freely, ~and 
to have no fear. There was 'a curtain 'hanging in the 
room, and as he -paused between sentences he heard the 
scratching of a pen,. and! ,he knew that behind" that curtain 
everything 'that he said was 'being written down. JO'b, 
found. comfort in that. ExaS'Perated 'by his friends' 
accusation he said, "My witness is in heaven, and my 
record is on high." So it is, yours and mine. The Bible 
,gpeaks about 'God',s opening His books. JohtJ. says: "And 
I saw 'the dead, small and great; stand before God; and ' 
the 'books were opened . . . and, the dead were jud,ged 

,r out of those things which were written in the 'books." 
"God requireth 'th'at which is past," what you have done, 
and" what ,I have done, what we have said, what we have 
been, 'and; what we are: for these we must give an account. 

Well, then, 'if that 'be so, what can we do? A hopeless 
prospect, is 'it not? There is nobody here who would, weF 
come the publication of his whole life's recOrd. "I do the 
'best I can," you say. 'Sometimes, 'but not always. No; 
dear friends, if 'God requires that which is past, it is a 
very dark outlook for all of us. WI! cannot get away 
from what is past. 

IV. 
How CAN THE SHACKLES WHICH BIND Us TO THE PAST, 

BE BROKEN?; How'can we 'be so divorced from our yes
terdays and'set so completely free, that we may have no 
past of which to be afraid? 

I remind you that the covenant of grace is' older" than 
your sin. Our gracious God 'anticipated all our weak
nesses and wickednesses, and' provided' a complete salva
tion for us. By the terms of that covenant we are 
blessed "with all' spiritual blessings in heavenly places 
in Christ: according as he hath chosen us in him before 
the foundation of the world, that we should he holy and 
without blame before him in -love: having predestina'ted 
us unto the adoption of children by Jesus .christ to him
self, according to the good pleasure of his wiU, to the 
praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made 
us accepted in the beloved. In whom we have redemption 
through his 'blood', the forgiveness of sins, accordIng to 
the riches of' his grace: wherein he hath abounded, to· 
ward us in all wisdom and prudence." -

All this is true, 'because the Lamb UJa8 slain from the 
foundation of the world. All our sins were taken account 
of, -like the members of our body, when as yet there were 
none of ,them~ and in His Book they were written, and 
so provision was made for their cancellation. 

The sins of the Old Testament saints were cove."ed by 
the blood of Ch1'ist, before the blood of Chri8t was shed. 
There is a remarkable text in Hebrews: "For this cause 
he is the mediator of the new testament, ,that by means 
of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that 
were under, the first testament, they which are called 
might receive the 'promise of eternal inheritance." And 
another to the same purport in' Rom'ans: "Being justified 

freely by his grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus: whom God' 'hath set forth to ,be a propitia
tion through faith in his blood, to decla-re his righteous
ness for the remission of sins that are past, thrOugh the 
forbearance of God:' to declare, I say, at this ,time his' 
righteousness: that ,he might 'be just, and 'the justifier 
of him whIch 'believeth in 'Jesus." There we learn that 
by the forbearance of God, He "passed over" the sins of 
our past. That is 'to say, the pu'nishment. of sin was 
remitted 'on the ,ground of the promise :of the covenant, 
that it would 'be atoned fur later. And Christ was mani
fested' to "d'eclare his righteousness" for :haying so done. 

Then it is .said, "To declare at this time his righteous
ness (that is to say, now that ,Christ by His death and 
resurrection has rendered full satisfaction to the divine 
law) that he might be just, 'ando the justifier of him 
which believeth in Jesus"; which is to say that the work 
of redemption in Christ, not only justifies the sinner, but 
justifies God also. Thus we see .that grace has pr~vided 
a way to break the perpetuation of our moral' enchain
ment to the past by the covenant's 'anti-cipatory promise 
of the atonement for, ,and the ultimate cancellation of. 
all our sins. He only Who liveth and, !became dead, and 
is now 'alive forevermore, can deal with "that which hath 
been (and") is now". And He only-Who is without be
ginning of days, nor end' of life, but, like Melchisedec, 
abideth a priest continuaIly," can. satisfy divine justice 
in respect to "that which is to be (but) 'hath alreadIY 
been". 

And' thus the God of grace, as well as of justice, which 
justice is, included in His gra-ce, and Who requireth that 
which is past, ,has' in the past, provided for all that His 
holiness requireth. , 

So, my dear friends, th'at is the 'truth I bring you. 
There is only one way by which we can get rid ot 1950 
with all 'its sin. You will- recall how 'Peter quoted from 
the Psalms, when he said', "Thou wilt not leave my soul 
in hell (Hades) neither wilt thou suffer thine holy One 
to see corruption". The grave of Joseph of Arimathea. 
in the plan and, purpose of God', was occupied' .Jbefore it 
was later vacated, 'and re'ally vacated! before it was occu
pied-; and thus a place was provided in which we could 
bury the sins of the past. As 'Bunyan 'has it, when he 
came up to the cross his burden loosed from off his 
s,houlders, and fell from off his back, and as he turned, 
he saw it roll down the hill until it rollen into the empty 
sepulchre and he saw it no more. , 
, It would" be a hopeless future for us' 'all if the God, of 
grace hadl not anticipated it, and then mad'e provision 
for us to erase the record of the past, and give us 'grace 
to write a cleaner'record in the future. ,That is our hope 
in Him Who:, from everlasting to everlasting, is 'God', even 
Jesus Chris,t. 

Let us'pray: 
. We thank Thee, 0, Lord, once again for Thine abounding 
grace; and we pray that we may every one lean afresh 'upon 
Thy promises;- and may look again to the Lamb of God, Who 
taketh away the sins of -the world, for, Thy name's sake, 
Amen. 

A GLORIOUS PRIVILEGE 
It is 'a glorious thing to preach the unsearchable riches 

of 'Christ! We do' not value 'it aright till we are deprived 
of it. Then Philip, Henry'-s s'aying i's felt to be true
that he would, beg 'all the week in order to be allowed to 
preach on the 'Sabbath day. 

_ -ROBERT MURRAY MCCHEYNE 

-\ 
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THE HOLY DOOR 
By P. J. Jones, DeaCon of Jarvis Street Church 

"Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily I say 
unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 

"But he that entereth in iby the door is the shepherd of 
the sheep. To him the porter openeth ... "-John 10:2, 7. 

"He that openeth and no inan shutt!'lth: and shutteth, 
and no man 0l!eneth."-Rev. 3:7. 

"I'LL devil-porter it no further," exclaims' the door-
keeper "in Mac1!eth as he turns out, reeling, to the 

knoe-king at the castle gate in the dawn, af,ter 'the powers 
of evil and darkness had had their way in that horrible 
house. "If a man were porter of 'hell-g:ate, he should 
have old turning of key"-another way of saying, "wide 
is the gate and broad is the way that leadeth ,to destruc
tion and many there be wh'ich go in there at"-"Ay, my 
good fellow" .one critic comments with 'beautiful insight, 
"that is precisely what you 'are." We conceive that the 
more simplY and,.economically we produce the impression 
aimed at, the better workman we may call ourselves, and 
lest any reader th'ink we have, or should express ourselves 
lightly, in introducing a comic and fictional character, 
presented with such' striking· skill in this marveHous 
drama of the doom that awaits, and overtook, one who, 
appointed himself under "supernatural solicitings" to 
the principle of "evil 'be thou my good", he is much mis-
taken, for we wrIte with all the indignati'on we can and 
with no more than we ought. Hence with Scripture to 
drive home the indictment, we brand the Pope of Rome, 
the porter of 'hell-gate, we fasten this identical badge of 
servitude to demons on his forehead, we gibbet this car
rion on this, very eminence, from which he may never 
easily be ta'ken down, except by 'betrayal, and distortion 
of the ever 'blessed and glorious .Son of God, and His 
Word. Falsehood has' ever 'been the 'Papacy's sharpest 
weapon. He who 'alone is Shepherd, and Door to the 
true fold,-for . , I 

"There was no other good enough to pay the price of sin, 
He only 'could unlock the gate of Heaven and ~et us ·in"-, 

said, the-nevi! was a liar from the beginning,-father of 
lies. Now, Pope Pius XI said he would compound .with 
the Devil himself, so long as Rome were profited. So let 
us ·again on the principle tp:at half of an artistry is to' 
make one stroke better than two, set down that a man, 
espec'ially a man in great place. who has made a state
ment to such effect, deserves, on either side of. the grave, 
the worst he can get, which is to have it repeated. These 
considerations, and with the assurance that we are in the 
good company of those master-spirits of the Reformation 
who resorted to 'God's Word' for their authority, have 
prompted us to begin our discourse as we have done, for 
we now read,after 'a fuB year in Rome of ushering pil
grims through the doors of ROlPe's basilicas, Pope Pius 
XII, in that baleful succession of l'iars, which he calls 
apostolic, 'but is, not, is a'bout to close these portals with 
masonry, picking the pockets of the "fa'ithful" for the cost 
thereof, at so much a 'brick. It will 'be recalled: that a 
year ago he approached in his own person '01' in the per
~on of his deput'ies, the cardinals, knocked with a silver 
mallet and the massive d'oors swung inward on the con
cealed'hinges-a piece of chicane so typical of all ecclesi
astical manoeuvres_ Before the end of this year of grace, 
he wiH light a candle, toss about a little holy water, enter 
himself 'and' pronounce th'atavenue to particular s'anctifi
cation. closed· for twenty-foul' years_ What sai,th the 
scripture? :-

"Therefore thy gates shall be open continullll1y: they 
shaH not be shut day nor night" (Isaiah 60:11). 

So in 1974 this mountebank or his successor, 'God per
mitting, will, with pomp and fanfare, re-open these fast
bound doors 'and repU'blish his plenary indulgence, wh'ich, 
is nothing more nor less than a spurious, forged certifi
cate tD heaven at his price, namely,-enter that which he 
has ·opened, attend to some rurther mummery 'and-"I 
pray you remem'ber the .porter." Oh frierids, let us aH 
be,suppliant at the -throne that the wheel may have come 
fuli circle ere that time, and call upon Him, our F'ather 
in Heaven to bring 'to foolishness the devices of these 
demi-devils, an'd grant that they ensnare -JlO more, nor 
make merchandise of, the souls of men, and' "devil-porter 
it no further". It rests with our God ·and Deliverer,
it hangs upon His goodness and His s~verity. " 

"Woe to the rebellious childr'en, saith the Lord, that 
take counsel but not of me: that cover with a covering, 
but not of my spirit, that they- may add sin t.o sin" 
(Isaiah 30: 1). 

Had not such a large segment of the nominal church 
departed from the Great Shepherd of the sheep 'and' His 
Word, and had not Rome turned the key in the door that 
shuts out information such as mankind· might receive 
from an unmuzzled press, men might have the knowledge 
so sorely needed. The Bible is, a 'prohi'bited book in the 
RomanCathoUe World, its warnings are unheeded by 
much of Protestantism, or the Roman Church wouId 
never be described as a branch of the Chris,tian com" 
munion' hence the impious ce,remonies and implications 
are not' seen for what -they are, with the Pope claiming 
along with all his sacerdotal serfs, spiritual corpses, to 
be ~'other Christs". 'Praise God for true ·and: f'aithful 
witnes's'es wherever they may 'be. T,he stupendous noax ' 
called Roman Catholicism draws 'its 'power first from 
those powers, of 'darkness and sp'irituR'l wickedness in 
high places, then from -the natural mind of man, enmity 
against 'God and affined with Hell, and then ~rom the 
superstitious reverence in such hearts for the p~lesthoo?, 
---'a credulHy that invites imposture, and' confIdence 'in 
the efficacy of gifts ,and deed's to expiate offences. "Holy 
Year" has· ever been a money gathering device: it began 
in 1800 A.D. in order to fill the treasury of Boniface 
VIII and was Ii great box-office triu~ph. History re
cords that priests, in shifts, day and night s'~oo'd ~efore 
an altar dedicated to Paul, '¢ith rakes, rakIng In the 
visitors' offerings* and this kind of trading has gone on 
in 1950 'in several basilicas for the whole year, and to 
what end? to bless', and heaI and' save through Christ's 
atonement? to bring souls to 'the feet of Jesus, Christ? 
Not at 'a·U! I,t is designed to induce sinners. to plead 
with saints and others, more securely to shackle the souls 
of men to the persons an'd 'offices of sacrificing pries~1? 
in every Roman temple, and, at every Roman 'altar In 

. every quarter of the globe, to lay up "much goods", -
"elementary my dear Wa-tson,"-to all with but a frag
mentary historical . and scriptural kno.wledge; and ~e
cause-let us lay it to heart,-somethIng mus-t be saId, 
some new dogma must "be proclaimed, pr9mises must be 
kept to consolidate'infalli'biUty, palpable ocular ,perfor~
ances must 'be acted, the heU-broth must be ma?e to bOll 
and 'bu'bble, the Papal coffers must be· replenIshed, the 
congealed blood of "Santo Anno" must l~quefY again, and 
the eyes of the poor sheep must be kept In gaze. , ,. 

. "There is a conspiracy of her prophets in the mi:dst 
thereof, like a roaring lion ravening for prey: they have 



...... "' .. 

.. : ..... 

.... 

.' 
.' .... " ..... '.: ... " . .. ,,' .... 

'.' . ' ,.. 
----~-,-----------------.--~---I------~------------~-,-.-----------.~~,~--~------------,-,~--- ,~I 

. lO'(594l- THE ·GOS~EL WITNESS. cinc;l=.PRO~TANT· l.\DVOCA·TE ..... > January 4",1951 : :". " .. ' . 

devoured souls,: th~y have .taken' treasure' and precious 
things: they have made her mai)y. widows 'iIi the m~dst 
thereof., Her 'priests have vio'lated my law 'and have pro
fl;lned mine 'holy th'ings: th~y nave put no difference "be
tween the holy and profane, neithe.r 'have they showed 
difference between the. unclean and, ~rean, all~' have hid. 
their ey!!s from my~s'aJ:jbaths, and I am prof!lne'd amQng 
them: Her princes' in the' midst thereof are like wolves 
raven'ing for p'rey, :to shed 'blood., and to destroy souls, to 
get dishonest gain" '(Ezekiel 22':26, 27,), ''- . 

, Rome loves to car.ry· on its: ·nefarious. work 'in t..atino~ntl . 
we offer her 'an 'I;lppropriate motto 'to be graven on every' 
Romish edifice,· on every ,Romish al'tar, on ·every Roman 
'Bishop's signet-it is': -

."~i 'fle~tere.n:equ~o :SuPet:.os, ,Acheront!l mo.vebo." 
, . (If I cannot b~n'd .the gods ,above, I shall :move those 
• ~. ~elow),.. , . _ ''',' , , . , .," , ." ' .... ", 

, __ ' r __ ~."" ,. I ~'. .. • ••• 

... Papa innumeilabilein pecuniam alb eisdem l'ecepit, quia 
die .et node duo clerici stabant ad altare Sancti PauIj, . 
tenentes in ,eorum manibus. rasteIIos, rasteIIal1tes' pecu-

, roam infinitam. (Mur~tori) ._ . 

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CRUSAI)E 
OF THE FAMILY ROSARY -. ' 

By a Mon.treal Lawyer 

AT the Fo~um' iIi:' Montreai on Sunday, 'the 24th Sep-' 
. tern-ber last the. promotion of the a!bove 'worship in 

I 
. - \ 

, 13 andl 14 :-"Howbeit. when He, the Spirit. of Truth, is 
come, IHe wIll gui!de you into all truth,: for. He shall not 

.speak of Himself; but wha:tsoever He shall hear, that 
sha:ll He speak: 'and- He will shew you things- to come. 
He shaH glorify me: for He 'shaH receive of mine and 
shall .shew it unto you". . . . , 

But 'the pamphlet takes 'away the glory f:r:om' Christ 
and seeks to\comer it on Mary,"in contradiction'of the 

. Scripture of Truth.' . 
The writer' quoted is aga:in reported"a:s saying of Mary 

that Slhe ",as, Bride of the' Holy Spirit,· and Mother of 
Ohri:st., ,She was in truth the ,Mother of Jesus, as ,dis
tinguished from Christ, the huinanside and, not the 
God-side of the Second Person' of the Trinity. The theo- . 

. logical diistinction ',is obvious. , 
~ But more, follows that is ,open' to. co'nderrination, to 

wit:-=- , 
- '\The·'li.nk ~'a-t ,al'~ men seeJ.c, ;~he 'answer' tQ, 'tpe'. 
eterna:l mystery, she ~s our. medi'atl"ix 'at the Throne of 
'God ·for ever." " " 

Not·-a single Scripture' ever shows, her in that situation 
anG' off-ice. ' The statement is a ,perVersion of the Scrip
'ttire .. In the Vulgate Bibletne Latin word used: is the 
mascul'ine one-Mediator. 'It' occurs a number of 'times 
always of' Christ 'alone as in Galatians 3: 19 and 20,' and 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews aI-ways of Christ (8:6; 
9 :15;' 12 :24). As. the one God, so the one Mediator 
implies' the extension of,· the s~ving i>urpo~e, to aU., 

One recaHs here the apostolic condemn'ation:-'-

the Roman Ca:thol'ic fa'milies was put forward. . "there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the 
. A twelve-paged pamphlet in E~glis4' was published Gospel' of Christ, but' thou~h we, or an .'angel' from 
under cover\of ,a letter of "The Most Reverent Paul- " heaven preach any other Gospel unto you than that 

whioh we have preached unto you, let him be accursed," 
Emile Legee, D,D" Archb'i.shop of Moi1.~real", \100 days' (Gal. 1 :7,8). 
indu'lgence was granted' for repeating the Crusade Prayer The result of this false ,d'octrine ts appalling. Christ 
in respect of, the' Daily Family Rosary Pledge. came' to Bet aside for Himself !by His death upon thi! 

That letters,tates-.-"as the' Bishops of. our Province. Cross the. right to Occu,py the position of the sO'le media
have pointed ',out in their Collective Letter, we expect tor betw~n ',God His.Father and Mankind for whom He 
from "this Crusade of Prayer. a de!!p ,renewal of Christian shed His precious blood. 
Hfe," . . He is now openly rob-bed of this office and we are 
, At this publil! meeting open to Protestants who cared ~ offered, 'in His stea'd Mary, who was never crucified and . 

. to' attend, the following docfninal 'j;ltatement as made never was "~ppointed, a:s 'our, Saviou:r:::---!'.'Je~us hqminum' 
l>y one Beni'fce, '1~ur~~. (a,}oo:~ ~'ditOl)': is .r~I?rodu-oo.d!by .' salvator", . • '" . 
, these ,Romis:h Priests of hIgh office:~ . '.. On another page we, read the followfng:-

"Who is she'to whom we say _the ,Ros'ah'? Nineteep 
centuries haye: not been sufficient to recouil,t thE! mag
ni-fence of Mary: Human 'as you 'and I. she be,came the 
Daughter 'of the F~ther, Bride of the Holy ~rit •. and 
Mother of Christ, A glirl who walked most humbly on . 
the earth' and was crowned the Queen of Heaven," 

'On this it is sufficient to say that 1ihe Bi,ble now4ere 

: "th~ teputa:tion of our 'Blessed .!Lady, 'given to her by .' . ..., 
God's Angel' was "Blessed 'among women'" a'nd the 

. Mother of· God, .j , 
" ~ 

"Blessed" in Holy Wrif'merely means' "'happy". The' 
phrase "The Mother of God" never passed' the angel's lips 
in his annunciation to Mary ('Lu'ke 1 :28). It ,is a pure 
fabrication, 

Here is ,wha,t the R.G. Bible: in its Vulgate sets ou,t:-
caBs 'Mary '''The Daughter of the father". God ~as.:-llever 
said '.so in" His Word. The definite ,article used. is to 
doistinguis'h: her ~rQDlaJJ. others: Neith~r: has/the H~ly • "Ave. gratia plena; Dominus~fecum; benedicta -fu', .', 
Spirit, Who has inspire'd the Scriptures' of truth, ever -in muHeribus". ' ···,:1 
alleged or taught that 'He is the ~ridegroom' of -Mary' Note the "tu": no capita.) is given to Iher ,but oniy.a . 
and ,that she is his Bride, that is, tha:t the Third Person small ,,'t".' 
of the, 'Hob: Tr.inity ~s marr'ied ic;> her. :W1~,~reas,it is His. ,How sad it is' that 'a Church a!!, .large -as the' R.C, .. oile .. , " : " 
inspiration that,teiIs Christians 't4at Christ is the Bride-· has never found the only true and one "link", the Divine 
groorriiuld 'that His Church is Hi-s bride. Psalm' 45 shows' . Redeemer in imd by whom God is reconciUng the woi-Id 
the Ohurch of Christ (not Mary the woman) as the Queen unto Himself (1 Tim. 2 :'5; He-b. ,8 :,6'; and- 112 :24)., Our 
·in gold ~ Ophir. No other crowning· of 'some Q'ueen ' blessed ISav'iour has aI-ways stood in that relation, as weB 
'of Heaven ,is, to be' found- 'in the Bi'ble. ' before as -s'inc~ His' man,ifestation in the flesh.' He is 

',':':' :' 

In this way th~L~oIftish oo'ctdne seek~ '~o' ~Ievat~ ,tp..e:', the J.\.ngel·f>f the Covenant, !by·whotn.'all.'th~ Divin~ cotn~ 
. 'human wo,iriim: irito "the DiVine ,UniQil o,f God ,Pie Fa'th~r. . mun'ication.s: were made' under: the ~yeral 'gispE!nsations, 

.. " .. 

God. 'the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. . ·Of the new: covenant He,became the surety as .well as the 
Th'~ Lord 'Christ" in 'SCJohn's Gospel, chap. '16, verses" '.Mediator, sealing it with· His, .. blood" The' errors· arid' . .' .. . .. 

, 
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a'bsurd1ties into which many are betrayed Who reject this 
doctrine for another are 'without number. 'On the one'
~aiid- He is identified wI'th the infinite J ehovll'h, Whose 
honour and glory are to be'mainta:ined and Whose favour 
is to ·be secured; While on the other 'h~nd He is ·the self
off.ered, atoning sacrifice for sin, and as :the Friend of 
sin~ers, He invites them 'to come to Him in faith and' 
penitence and receive the boundless 'hles'sings of God's 
g;ace, secured. to them by His own prevailing iil"terces-

,~}j;m.. The na~ures .of the offend'ed and. of the o~fend~ng 
partl~s meet m H~m-God's fellow and man's brother. 

Along with the Archbishop the following' names. ap
pear-His Excellency Bishop Lawrence P. Whelan D.D.· 

. AuxiHary Bishop pf Montreal, as pres'iding: The Honour: 
: .. able M;r. Justice Frederick T. 'Collins, Chail'IIlan' and 

Dr. Magnus SEmg and Mr.J. J: O'Toole: Associate Chair~ 
man, .. and F,ather. Peytone asc. Sp.eaker .. 

Let us pray for these men:'they,nee'd it. 

ROMAN CANON ,LAW HOLDS SWkY 
IN EIRE 

Mgr. Ronaid Knox, the most recent R.C.' translator of 
the New Testament, s'aid some ·years 'ago:' .' 

"A body of Cathoiic 'patriots entrusted with the' govern
ment of a Catholic State, ,will not shrink even from re
pressive ~easures i'n order to pel'petua:te the secure domina
tion of Catholic principles among their fellow-countrymen." 

Though Mgr. Knox' has translated the New Testament, 
the principles of the, New Testament do not govern his 
sentiments. . ' 

We. can see ,the spirit of so-caUed patrio'tism, of which. 
?e speaks, at ,wol'k in the Republic of Eire, for example 
In the recent Ti'1son case. "The Banner of the Truth in 
Ireland" (quarterly organ of the Irish Church MIssions) 

'referring to the Tilson case states: ' . 
"In the High Co~rt (,ip Dublin) it has, been decided that 

. the pre-nuptial promise, required by the .Roman' Church 
under the 'Ne Temere Decree,' is legally binding, and m~st 
be uphe1d. For, while in the Supreme Court the late~ 
de~si~n_ ~ade in t~is cas.~· was .based on civil law,. by' a 

.maJorIty Ju~gment m WhICh four Roman Oatholic judges 
con~~rre~ and one Protestant judge dissented, 'yet the 
~~I~I~n of .uhe H!gh Court 'b~sed on Canon Law was not 
speclfIca'lly set aside. Thus in Eire's twenfy::'six, Cou'nties 
Rome bas won- a fifty years' struggle, and the 'Ne Temere 
Decree' has -been recognized as 'a binding contract h'aving' 
the status of civil law., So Canon Law has ,been dedar~d 
to be part .of <the Law of the Irish Republic." . . 

The Roman Catilolic population of Eire is now 2,786,000 
.)r 94.3 ~r cent of the whole; the Protestant population 

.,has .d~lmed by 25,426 and t'lie Roman Catholic popul'ation 
has mcreased -by 12,113 since the last census. ~lieProtestant 

- . 
ECUMENICALIST INSISTS THAT THE. 

.DOOR TO ROME IS STILL OPEN . . , 

THE grea~ Reformers saw in Rome an ~postate church; 
the scarlet w~man, the mother of ,'harlots, drunk with 

the blood of the saints, and :in its pope they recognized the 
features of -the Antichrist as qescribed in the Bihle. Tohey 
were .happy. "to qui·t 'her pale and to come out of her in 
a~.corqance with.:.the·.-I?ivihe, command, fuH,y recognizing. 
that light· could have no communIon with darkness and 
Christ:no'concord !with 'Be'Ha:i~ But in this . advanced age 
of the world, some Church leaders who have ,fallen heir ·to 
the rich inheritance of the reformers, have taken upon 
themselv~,the task:Of :reversing the process 'and of making 
ov~rt~;res to Rowe. with a v~~w.·to eventual union of some 
sort with her. Ag'ain 'and 'again such 'advances have been 
made .to, the papacy, ;and': agB;tlj-:-'and again the' p.aopacy h'as 
da11ie~~i-th' th.em _a 'wh~le '~'ii4 :,tIie"n repulsed -thein~ . A, few 

. months ~go 'w~ nQted in th~!i! .. ¢plumns that the pope had -
offiCially recognized the efforts of various ecumenicalists 

, by permit·ting, w:ithin 'W:eU def:ip~d limits 'and subject to 'al'1 
sorts ~f -c0f\ditions, a "certain measur~ of co-operation on 
the part of Roman Ca, thoiic pt-leSts; It is eviden t tha t the . 
papacy intenci.eii 'nothing mor-e :."t'h,a:n to exploit for its own' 
'advantage the u:nionist dreams"of' the ecumenicalists iri 
which the moderl).is.ti,c .Wo~l.d ~d~I)Pil of Churches Play; an 
important role." ': . " ' 

. When '~he Definft!on ot' 'the ·i?o~xP~. pf the Assumption was 
,announced; general consternation .r.eigned in -the ranks of 
the ecumeni<:alists for it 'was:~t-l'ast evident to many of 
them' that Rome was settled uI>"6n,:'her lees, that she was 
mor.e· than' ever deterlDiri.ed,itO>.~9How the reactionary road 
that led away from the Bible, :Christ 'and reason and to-
wards superstition and -bigotry .. We then ventured to pro
phesy tha t thos~ whO' had 'already dared -to court a church 
tha(was g!lilty of so many and' SO ·~~~evous offences against 
the Wordod: .Truth would not be·~i§couraged by·this latest 
addition .to Roine's !!.n~iscript;~ra:'l- ~a,nd aptichristian blas
phemies. A fulfUlqIimt of that: prophecy :is to -be seen in 
the accompa~ying 'article by:Pa~tQr:MarcBoegnerof'France, 
one of .the .vice~presi4~nts o( :U1¢tnodernistIc World Coun
cil of Churches. Ris a s'trange'co~posi1:ion that defies all 
1~\VS of logic' and of S.~ripture; " it: admits that ther'e is 
every' evidepce that ROme's l~tesf DQgma has sl'ammed the 
door shut in, the faces of wou'1d~be workers ·for unity witoh 
il, and yet it persists' fl)' continuing Jp hope and to work 
for uniO'n"with Rome. ·tt confesse!;'-that Rome has turned 
from the. Bible 'and even from.1the.; early fathers' of the 
church ,and ,has sought ifs guidahc~ ~n':popular superstition 
and yef this ardent e~U!Denicalist p~.r.sists in -believing that 
Protestants may have. fel'lowship with Rome . 

, Wha:t; is the meaning of ,this.pr~o~'ti~rous medley of con· 
" tradictlons? 'What~verelse 1f rii.ekhs:' it is apparent that it 

gives.the clearest possitile' exptessioi(~oan unswerving de
tex:znination to continue to work ·f6r."eventual union with 
Rome.' And tlie reason for this is ri~({~r to seek: the great 

. ~pu~'ation is fast dwind}ing. "The Irish Times" says that 
If.present.trends continue the Protestant population of Eire 
wIl.~ almost vanish within the next fifty years. 

. -The Irish Evangelical 

TEMPLE·BUILDERS' LOT 
If yo.u are' made ·use, 'Of by Jesus Christ, no wonder 

bhat Satan desires to ·have you' that he may sift you as 
Wheat. ',' ," If w~ .w:ill be temple-builders, we must 'have 
temple:-bullders' lot·; I mean hold a 'swOrd' in one hand 
and' a ~:r.:owt:l in the other. ·T·he Lord make' U'S fa ·thf~i. 
Ne,hemlahs,'for we .'have many f:?anbaUats to' deal !ith." 

.. dellJc:!eratl,llT!-,.9f t.h!!. ~cum,.eJlicaljsts 'is.~ryat. every. church tha,t 
be~r~ t.he n'ame Christian 'sh~u'ld ~ib(!?j'~~p,ically united, one 
to the other in 'a great world.wide·,6rgahization. This they 
conceive. to ,be :the fulfH'lment of' th~~ Lord's prayer, "That 
they- may 'all be 'one." ,Actuiilly su'ch 'an interpretation is 
but.a parody of the prayer of the SaYi'our .for His own. 
Union of outward organization is not;to b~ sCorn~d but of· 

'. ,.. ' 

-~EORGE WHITEFIELD 

.. 
• <. 

infinitely greater impol'tan<;e i~,~tha:.t '",nity' of the Spirit: 
based on ,loyalty to the Great Head .oft-he: 'Qhurch and loyal 
accepta~ce of His Wprd :a~ -.the supl'~qre .arid final, authority, 
It ·is imoposs'i'ble .. for those who .believe ititlle. Dei ty 'of Christ 

. . .." . . ' 
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His all-suf.ficient Atonement, His Glorious Return, the In~ 
spiration of the Bible and aU the other great doctrines of 
grace to walk in the counsel of ·those who deny them '~ll. 
Believers are enjoined to rebuke the unfruitful'. works of 
darkness and to have no fellowship with them. Union wi'th 
sceptics and unbelievers, whwtever polite terms they may 
employ or ·whatever exalted. positions they may hold in 
ecclesiastical bodies, is a thing to he abhorred and not to 
be sought aJfter. So far from heing the 'fulfH'lment of 
Christ's prayer' it is the negation of it. Yet the members 
of 'the World Council of Churches and of the Federal 
Council of ·Churches and -its successor ·the· National Coun
ci'!, is based on lip'service to the Lordship of Christ so inter
preted as to allow Greek 'Ca.tholics 'and Unitarians to find 
fellowship together within its bosom.' I!l other words, doc
trinal considerations are less than nothing to the ~eaders 
')f the ecumenical movement. They recognize that differ~ 
ences of opinion exist bu.t for ali pr:actical purposes they 
are willing 'to neglect the doctrinal distin~tions ·and in no 
case to allow them to hi·rider organic union of their various 
religious organizations. . Having given up so much among 
themselves these so-called Protestants have become habitu
a ted to mi~imizing the importance of doctrinal' matters and 
of making ·them subsidiary to tihose which 'have to do with 
actual union of organizations, hence they approach the 
question of union wi·th Rome in the same spirit. They as
sume ·that some vague religious e:x:perience draws them 
together with men 'in other communions even though the 
old "oiificial" theologies separaJte them.. IFor this reason 
theology is glossed over or forgotten, or what is more dan
gerous, made of secondary importance as. that which is 
relative and not absolute, partial ·and Jiot final, 'numan a·nd 
not divine. There is something very closely appro'aching 
this s·trange attitude of mind ·in "the Roman Catholic teach
ing about "implicit faitn". The faithful of. the Ohurch of 
Rome ·are not required to reason or to understand, "or even 
to seek to grasp that which their doctors lay down for them 
to believe; they ·are merely required to accept it blindly. 
In practice this accepts a kind' ()If external official assent in 
the place of an unreserved belief voluntarily' given. Can 
it 'be ·that ecumenicalists are counting on Rome's indulg-' 
ence of their unbelief in return for external assent to its 
strange dogmas? One would have to suppose such to be 
the case in order to understand the persistent determIna
tion of 'a so-called ProteStant who continues to hope 'and to 
work' for Union with Rome even after the definition of the 
latest papal dogma. -

What else than this can explain the almost childish eager
neSs with which Pastor Boegner grasps 'at the straw of 
hope he sees contained in ·the papal permission for Roman 
Catholics to recite the Lord's Prayer in unison with .Protes
~ants, even though it be hedged about with restrictions and 
authorizations of all sorts. "Is this," exclaims the. French 
ecumenica!l.ist, "not the essenti~l thing?" Roman Catholics 
reject the sole mediatorship of Ohrist, they teach that our 
good works commend us to GOd, ·that the V,irgin, the angels, 
and the saints are to be invoked ·as so many ways to God, 
they deny the doctrine pf justification by faith. Yet, would 
'aff·irm this leading member of the World Council of 
Churches, all these Romish deniails and dogmas fade into 
nothingness when seen in the light of a common repetition 
of the Lord's Prayer. It is evident that Romanists mean 
one thing, Protestlifts mean another, but no matter, they 
repeat the same words -therefore must work together in 
order to bring about a union of Rome and Protestantism! 
What utter Joack of logic! . What dismal failure to grasp 
the real significance of. our Protestant position! Did the , 

Inquisitors' not repeat their p.aternosters in the torture 
chamber, did they not holdt'he cross before the eyes of the 
martyrs as they expired in the agonies of the b~rning 
stake? 'Such repetition of words is not prayer ·and offers 
no real basis for un'hy whatsoever. We g"l-ant that it rnay 
lead to union with Rome, though we venture to ·believe it 
wiU 'be of the sort achieved by Henry IV of France who is 
reported to have said, 'Paris is worth a mass!" 

Whatever may be the explanation, we have in P·astor 
M'arc BOegner's article a clear declaration that he has no 

. intention of giving up the cherished task of 'achieving 
"Christian Unity". We do not know ho~ f'ar he speaks in 
this article for' the World Council of Ohurches of which he 
is one of the officers, but we have no doubt t1lat he ex
presses the determination of that body, 'and of all ecumeni
calists in general, to strive at what he is pleased to name 
"'a common labour to which we ,know that we have been 
called by a constraining exigency of God." We' do not be
Heve that God constrains any true believer to work for 
union with a church that has Closed. the Word of God and 
turned to old wives' fables, that ·has put Mary in the place 
of Christ, and that is ·committed now, more than ever be-

. fore, ~o the systematic pursuit of the diabolical work of 
blinding the eyes of men lest the 'light of the glorious Goa
·pel 'of Christ should shine upon them. We 'are reminded, 
When we see this obstinate determination of modernists to 
arrive at some understanding ·with Rome, that at bottom 
all unbelief is composed of the same stuff. Our Lord 
bulked together the diverse sects of the Poharisees amI the 
Sadducees--i:'be traditionalists 'and jihe sceptics of the ancient 
religion~8.nd warned His disciples against "the leaven of 
the Pharisees and of the Sadducees".· We earnestly hope 
that the persisten:t fIlirtation with Rome being carried on 
by ecumenicaUsts will reveal their true motive to many 
genuine P;rotestants who have not hitherto been aware of it. 

-W.S.W. 

THE.MARKS OF A TRUE CHURCH 
"The English Churchman" of November 3 has the follow

ing paragraph among its' notes: 
"The late Albert Mitchell, 'a shol"t time before his death, 

sa·id that ·the London diocese (of the Church of England) 
was becoming an Anglo-Catholic preserve. He saw what 
was happening under Dr. Wand. Recently the B!,shop (Dr. 
Wand) visited the restored C'hurclh of St. Peter's, London 
Docks. On his arrival iDr. Wand sprinkled the new 'West 
end and Vestry with' 'holy water.' He went on to sprinkle 
and cense (with incense) the interior of the West end. As 
in cope of cloth-of-gO'ld and jew~Iled mitre he proceeded 
Eastwards the people knelt to receive his blesSing. More 
incense and then :the bishop said he believed that . the 
Ohurch of England was nearer. to the New Testament than 
any other church." 

The reformers of ' the 16th century (·Calvin and Bullinger, 
for example) gave tqe marks of the church as: 

(1) 'the true preaching of·the Word, and 
(2) the right administration of the sacraments. 

Some of them added ·a third test 'of the church, namely, 
the faithful exercise of discipline. . 

The Bishop's diocese is outstanding for lawlessness and 
the Bishop himself leads the way in Romish' practices. 
Tried by the Scriptural tests given a'bove, his church, as 
far 'as these practices prevaill, is greatly removed from the 
New Testament ideal. 
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THE DOOR IS STILL OPEN . 
By Pasteur Mare Boegner, Vice-President of the 

. World Council of ChurChes 
TraDs~ated from "Figaro", Paris, December 21, 1950 

The solemn closing at Rome of the three doors which. 
were opened last December marks the end of The Holy 
Year. Has not another door, that of ·the ecumenical hope, 
already been closed? 

We might think so as we read cer.tairi documents em
.anating from' spiritual or doctrinal authorities of various 
Christlan confessions. How far we seem to be from the 
Appeal lor the GTana Retu~ that Pius Xl-I addressed to 
schismatic or heretical Christi'ans in his consistori'al allo
cution of .. ChristmaS Eve, 1949! Nevertheless, something 
of the wannth of his accent is still in our hearts. Even 
as we made a negative reply, we had the confident assur
ance that 'a door had just been set aj'ar, 'and that beyond 
it. could be seen a road in which Ohristi-an disciples, united 
in the pain of their separation, could make their way to
wards the restoration of Cl),ristian unity. 

Since then, other words have come to move us, alas, in 
quite a different fashion! And the anxiety that they 'have 
caused to Catnolics and Protestants bas been so profound 
that one could ;believe that the ecumenical dialogue between 
Rome 'and ,the Churches of the Reformation had been 
f·inally broken off. 

The Instruction of The Holy Office ae motione oecumenica, 
the announcement made on the 15th of August of ·the 
definition, set for the F1irst of November, of the Bodily 
Assumption of the Virgin Mary, the encyclical Humani 
generis, the bull Muni/icenti88imus Deus and the dog
matic definition of ,the Assumption; there, indeed, is enough 
to shake the strongest confidence in the possibility of fruit
ful ecumenical contacts between the Roman Church and 
the Churches of the Reformation. 
It is easy to understand how ·these documents,' succeeding 

each other with ·a disconcerting rapidity, have become so 
many reasons for anxiety for ·aU those in whom the Call 
to the (kana Return had, in spite of all their reserves, 
raised a great hope. Did we not see'the Instruction of the 
Holy Office establiS'h a rigorous control on groups for ecu
menical study whose spontaneity and disinterestedness were 
of such !importance, submit them 'to ·authorizations and 
make them an object of reports? And does not the !'lncy
clical Humani generis show the determined pur'p'ose to re
straiil any tendency to depart from the strictest ,thomism? 
It is not merely philosophies reported to be dangerous W'hich 

. are condemned., An undeniable movement toward a more 
independent study of :the Fathers of the first centuries 
and towards a more direct investigation of Scriptural rev
elation is also denounced. I do not need to say whether, 
within the Roman Church, that rea.ctlon was required. 
However, ·we cann~t pass over the fact that it comes at a 
time when a more and more intimate communion in the 
study of the Holy Scriptures seemed to bear in it mag-
nificent promises. . : . 

Fin-ally, and perhaps this is tlie most troubling,. the 
definition of The Bodily Assumption of the Virgin Mary 
as 'a revea1led truth of God has provoked on the 'part of 
the Non-Roman Ohurches very live'ly denials ·and has given 
rise to anguishing questions !in ·the minds of many Oatholics. 
Is it trUe, the latter 'ask, that this "revealed truth" cannot 
invoke the testimony of one word of -the New Testament 
nor any ten from the Fathers of :the first five centuries? 
Do the demands of popular piety 'and the assenting opin
ion of ·a great number of hishops justify such a solemn 
act of the infallible Pope? Does not the entire Catholic 
system run the risk of being shaken 'by a kind ,of counter 
action? Was it opportune, Wha:tever may have been the 
opinion at the root of it, to make the wa.i'ls ;between the 
Christian Churches still more difficult to scale? 

How many ,times I have heard these 'apprehensions or 
these reserves expressed, 'and on the part of the churches 
of the Reformation, What an occasion to declare that there 

'is nothing to do but ,to ~lose the parenthesis opened 'by 
the first ecumenical conversations with the theo'logians or 
the faithful oft-he Church of ·.Rome, and that the attempts 
of the last few 'years have been nothing but dreams or 
illusions. . . . 

The uneasiness is real and it is extremely painful. Never-

theless, I am convinced that in ,the end it Will contribute 
to the progress of the labour of thought and of intercession 
to which so ma·ny Christians of diff.erent confessions are 
attached. 

Henceforth, it is incontestable tha,t Rome realizes the 
reality, the significance and the importance of the ecu
menical mov~ment. Each bishop is obliged to make in
quiries concerning it or to have a priest capable of inform
ing him on the matter. On the other hand no misunder
standing can remain: to the appelds of The Ho'ly See, to 
its, repeated declaration on the sole 'and only condition set 
by Rome for the restoration' of Ohristian Unity, to wit, pure 
and simple submission of all Non-Catholics to ·the legitimate 
successor of Peter, the response has been given in the 
most explicit terms. There are, I ·am. sure, some "nays" 
that it is npt necessary to repeat. :-

But at least we know where· eaoh other stands: Protes
tants can no longer labour under, the Hlusion that the 
Roman Church, to faciiJitate their return, will attenuate 
its doctrin'ai intransigeance; Catho'lics wiill· no longer be 
able to cherish the dream that the Churches of the Re
formation will accept the pontifical infallibility of the 
~glna of. Mary. Our mutual honesty (notre ~oyaute re
ciproque) is the only solid foundation of ·the common labour 
to which we know that we 'have been called by 'a constrain
ing exigency of God. 

And then, even while we 'are saying our "nays" to each 
other, we are obliged to say a "yea" to each oth~r which 
binds us more strongly ·than ever. The ·instruction of The 
Holy Office, which I have a:lready noted, gIves offici'a'l per
mission to Catholics ·to unite with Non-Catholics in prayer 
-"Nothil}g but the recitatiqn of the Lord~s Prayer," some
one will say to me! Well yes, but is not that the essential 
thing? That we Catholics 'and Protestants should say, 
"Our Father" with the same voice? Is it not, in its fullness, 
the affirmation ,th'at we recognize our brotherhood in Christ, 
and that our Father, the true common F'ather of all <the 
faithful, obliges us to seek together the fulfil'lment of th~ 
.ecumenicai prayer par excellence. Whether we wish it 
or .not,· botl'l the one and the other ,are pushed on to the 
road where we shall discover, according to the great word -
of Charles de Foucald, that "Jesus is the Master of the 
impossible.!'. . . 

Three doors at Rome are being closed on the Holy Year. 
But the door of hope remains open for ,the workers of 
Christian Unity. Let them pass through it resolved to be 
faithful to the truth in Love! 

"WHY WEEPEST THPU?" 
The first words that ever 'Christ s'pakeafter his 

resurrection to them he appeared to, were, "Woman, why 
weepest thou?" It is a good question after Christ's 
resurrection. What cause of weeping' remains now that 
Christ is risen? Our sins are forgiven, because He, our 
Head and Surety, b'athsuffered death for us; and if 
Christ be risen aga!in, why weep we ~ If we be 'broken
hearted, humbled sinners, that have interest 'in His death 
and resurrection, we have no cause to grieve. 

-RICHARD SIBBES 
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'THE TESTIMONY OF AN OLD FRIEND 
CHRISTMAS 1950 

Some years ago we met Mr. Ailbert Ervine in Belfast, 
and we have met on .several ocoosions since. We knew 
his brother also, the late Mr. Wm. Ervine, and was his 
guest on severa'1 occasions when he was an Elder in 
Spurgeon's Tabernacle, London. 

We received a real blessing from this Christmas greet
ing with photograph attached. The record of ·seventy-six 
years of experience of the grace of God <in "the midst 
of a crooked and perverse generation", is worth pub
lishing.-Ed., G.W. 

find I was lost. I cried in language like that of a certaIn 
Hindoo, "0 for the 1ight! Give me the light, Is there no 
light?" . 

The first good newil I can recall was when my brother 
told me of certain good men "who would talk to you, help 
you with your soul difficulties, and answer your in
quiries." I said, . "Who ? Where? When?" He said 
men.in the Y.M:C.A. every night, Monday through Fri
day. I said, "I'm going." I went, and' f0'11,iid myself 
in the waJ:m atmosphere of a Spiritual fellowship. 

I heard young men give their testimony, that they were 
savedr and happy. I said to myself, ':If tq.ese fellows. can 
be saved why not I?" . I remained after the meeting to . 
hear and ask questions, They 'gave me the goo'd news 
that whi'le my, efforts failed and would: fail Christ had 
died for me, 'and' while theY/'brought me "The light of the 
gospel," my soul gladly embraced it by faith and "ThE' 
Light .shihed in," I know not how, ,but, 

"When by faith i row Him on the .tree, , 
Heard His still small whisper, ' 'Tis for f\.lee'; 
~rom my heart the burden ToHed away, 
Happy day! Happy day!" 

The mist roIled off my' urind, the burd'en ~ff my heart. 
I sat up andl said, "Thank God I see it and am sayed." 

I' went horpe, too happy to· sleep,,· My be'd-mate asked 
'me why. ' 1 told him, "I'am too, happy to sleep f-or I have 
got to-night what I thought I could never get in: this 
world, ,the forgiveness o'f my sins, anru the salvation of 
my sou!." He called me a D ' . , '. fool, but was I?, 

Seventy-six years have rolled 'by with their. varied ex~ 
. periences, an'd the' New, Divine, 'and E~ernal Ufe which, 

On .. inY'91st Anniver~ary of the·.~ay i ':'ish you a Ve~y ~ God gave ·me·with the.new'hirth· that' night,. has proved 
Happy Christmas and Prosperous New Year. . to be a divine gift, not'a mere emotional' experience. l 

Albert Erville 

King David .said, "I will declare what He hath done for received not only, Salv3:tion bilrt a Saviour wh9 ever live.s 
mysou'l." ,·-to·make'goo'd to me what He.died'to purchase. 

The ·LOrd Jesus said to a' man who had borne the dread-' ,Failure' ,in devotion ~and se;vice· has ~~rked every day 
ful na~e_of .Legion,. "Teli thy friends ,how great things of my life,. 'but "Grace: Mercy, and Peace from God, our 
the Lord. hath done for thee, and hathoha'd compassion Father, 'and Jesus Christ our Lord" have been abundantly 
on thee.'" bestowed. 

"Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare, My en't:!mies "The Worldl the Flesh ,and the Devil" 
wh'at IJe ~ath 'done for my soul." . . "have ,thrust s~re at rlJ.e that I might fall, but the Lord 

. . helped me." Also, "J waii' wounded in the 'house of rpy 
Here Is My 'Story Briefly T91d . friends." 

T was born of 'healt~y paren.ts; in' a' farmer's hoine in "1 give my t~s'timony, and pray in: the words of· the 
,County Down, Ireland, on ls,t March, 1860. Psalmist, "0 'God,Thou hast :taught me 'fro.m 'my youth, 

I was born again of,the Holy 'Spirit in the rooms of "'ana hitherto have I declanedr Thy wondrous works. Now 
theY.M.C.A.·in Belfast on: 28th'April, 1874. " also that I .am old and! grey-headed; 0 'God; forsake me 

So I ha;vehad one ,hundred 'and ~ixty-six anniversaries nbt until· I have showed Thy 'strength fo this: generation." 
of. my· birthdays, . 

, . In' child'hood Iwas urge'd to 'be good and . promised that 
1t' I was good I would go' to 'Heav~n'when I would die,. 
'and wasiwarnedthat if I was. Dad' I would go to Hell: , 

,I tried to :be go'od but COUldn't, 'moreover I had no' way.: 
of kno,Wiiig. how good, 1. needed to 'be fo,r .Heaven, or 
what degree of 'badf.1ess would consig~ me to Hell. 

T was convinced that'existeni:£in. either- place-was: at 
death', fixed for ETERNITY. 

I read the Bible through systematicaliy three' times 
before I was .13 'years 6f age, 'and I 'sighed" and wept and '. 
prayed fo God to 'do·something:for·me. '~ knew"not what 
to ask, but 1. had' tWo dreads, first, that 'my' soul would 
be ,forever lost; second, that 1- would lea'd a worthless life; :' 
and I could do 'nothing 'a'bouHt, for~ll was da·rkness.- I· . 
never heard people say they were saved; never thought . 
anY'one'could' be saved .ti'll atterdeath; and then I might 

"I fear not·the 'wave"of the gloomy, grave 
'\ For I know .that Jehovah is mighty,to save." 

My ';expectan~y oi-life" is .ve;y short, but "death is 
not certiiin, for '~We shall not' ail sle~p, but we shall all 

'be changed'; at the second, coming 'of the Lord' Jesus' 
'which may be in my time .. 

"0 that my 'Saviour v¢e!e your Saviour too." 

In the little 'time that intervenes I am privileged, to 
have' 

"A little ta1k with Jesus, . 
How it smoothes the-rugged road! 

How it seems to help me onward 
When I faint beneath my load; 

. When. my heal't is crushed vn:th sQITOW, 
, .And my eyes with tears are dim, , 

There's nought can .yield me COIpfort 
Like a little·ta'lk with Him. . 

. ~, 

•• ,' 1 
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"I 'tell Him I 'am wea·ry, 
And' I fain would be at rest, 

That I'm daily, hourly longing' 
. For a home upon ·Mis breast! 

. And He ·answers me, so SWe!!t~Y., 
.- In' tones of tenderest rove

'I am 'coming soon to take thee 
'To My happy ,home above.' -
• ".. j" 

. "Alh i. this is what I'm 'wanting 
His ;blessed face-to see; . 

And, I'm 'not afrafd to ·say it, 
I know He's wanting me; . 

He gave His Hfe"a· ransom . 
"To make me ali ~s own; 

·And He can't forget His promise 
To m.~, His purch'ased one. 

',"1 cannot :live without Him; 
Nor would I if I could; 

. He is my daily portion, . 
My medicine and my food; 

He's altogether 'lovely~ , " 
None can with Him· compare, 

Th'e chief 'among ten thousand, 
The fa~reSlt of the' fair: . 

';1 'often feel impatien't,. ',., 
. , . And niqurn His long delay; 

I never can be settled: _ 
While He remains 'aWay; ,. 

But we 'shallI' not long ,beparted: . 
For·I know ~e'll quickly come, " 

And we shaU dwell together 
In t):J:at h~PPYJ nam home. 

. . 
"So rll wait· a little longer. 
" Till His appqinted time, ' . 
And giQry in the knowledge 

. , ~. Th'at,:sucP'a-hope'ls'niine;
T;hen.fn my F.atber's 'dwelling", 

, Where 'inany·mansions Ibe,' 
1'111 sweetly talk with Jesus, 

, And a:e shall ta'lk with me." 
Tali'ahasse~, FI~rida-, U:~.A: ": . ., , .. 

.' 

I. 

...... ,' wo .! • 

the local Regu1lar Ba:pti~ group's attitude to the State, 
which directed ·them into their present method of retaiJ.ia
tion (refusal of Court privileges and reliance upon pub
'iiCiiy' ito .. aCbieve. their end).. Th~s 'is pohit number· one . 
below. Furtlier, I did not state' as repOr.fed, ·"the rest Of 
us have ;permits":"""rather, permission has been given verb
ally and included the Baptists, who were offered t-J:te !jall 
park ,for their meetIngs. T'hey rej~cted· this offer and 
began ,their. meetings w~}ch caused the. ~oJloWing ·situation. ' 

1'. We must distinguish between two sep~rate issues in-. 
volved .. The first is ·a .question of method: what is the 
Chr~stian way ·of dealing with -laws which apparently dis
criminate, agafnst r.;!lligiolls· groups?· Is· .. nQt .. t-J:t~ .Bibli~al 
method :tbat of appeaoJ. ·through the Courts? Paul's ex
aQ'lple' is classic; . and in -fact the case of Peter and ,john 
(Acts 4, 5) 'to which this group itself '~ppeals, shows that· 
they did 'not transgress laws, ·but were genuine victims of. 

··reiig·~ous pr~ju~ce. Therefore. <t!he~r. dictum "we o.ught tq 
obey God ra'ther than men" is out of context when applied 
in Val d'Or. Romans 13 might perha·ps have some little 
significance too! ' 

I:t'-is ·of the 'utmost significance that. Dr .. T, T~ ~hields, 
who began· just such me1:hod:of· appeal' three years ago in 
Rouyn; and being then ,aSked "to drop' it by Rev. Murray 

,Heron, haipubllciy d'eclar:ed his'disapproval ~f, the present 
"strategy"'theyare employing: - .- . . . . . .' .. .. ' . - ':' ,'....... . . . . 2: The second ·issue, whether or not our Town 'Council' 
real'Iy' isguHty of persecu:tion; is :and' ie~lEiips r; matter of 
opinion until a more· democratic 'approach b'as been made .. 
,Only, then 'wUl the truth 'be .knQwn. At ,this '.vep, time, as .. 
President of. our local ·Minist'eriai Assocfation, I ·iun nego- -
tiating··With the 'CoundCtoward ri·d~finih;'ruling· regarding' 

.. : -'~------
•• r" • ',. : .. 

. ~ • street, meetings .. ~ow : every' student of- Church history 
knows ·that Ro~anist perse·cution is· virt1,lally the practical" 
corollary. of i-ts theological position-ther.efore wein Quebec 
ougnt' to· be 'suspicious 'of 'Ei!ll'legisloation' iregardinl(reiigioti~ 
matters .. B.ult" ,we ~llght not, to ,decide befprehand that " 

:." . ,evexY '~incide~t",:mustJ)e persecution'!. . ".~.' . . .. ' I • 

Our To,~~ Cou~cH lis using a tra:ffic by-'law (not, as m'any RELIGIOUS PJ?RS'E~UTH)N AT VAL. D'OR 
, . 

We. ·are·happy·to tepr~nt hei'e·'a !letter appearing in 
The Presbyterian Recora,.to· which:a g!)OCi fFiend called ' 
our attenti.on.: In· discussing in. these. columns' of Oc

.' tober. ?6; .last··R 'news·,report· entitled'·'~No; Persecution 

. at VaiJ. d'Or, SYnod· Meet To:ld", we e~pressed ~e con
viction that ''It:-is difficult for us to believe that -a 

seem' to-think,· a .law prohi'biting ~eligious gatherings!)" to 
, stop the' open air ~ee~ings .. : Are 't'hey:j1isti~ied in' so 'd~ing 
",or is .. ltheir' use of'Jt merely an excuse for religious' perse,;. ". 

. cution? To wliat extent is' any Council', jus,tif.ied in dic-
I ',' '1.," 0'0 '.. • .. • ~" ':...., '. • .. _ . '. • ... • 

. tating' condj.t~ons ~e.g .. p~ace of.·meetings) for such gather~ . 
i~gs? These. 'are tile questions we .!ire faCing. in Val d'Or, 

I Presby.terian Synod would 'accept and act .upon such a 
,tissue 'Of ~eif-~n~r:adictiop..s as is '~i:ltained in the afore
mention~d D,e:\'is.,x;eport. We, had hoped wh~n we f1z:st 

. -. read it· that there would· :be··l!Ome· rectifica:tion of the 
· :.:blundering inconsistencies in the statements ·attributed· 

to the .. Prestiyterian minister." 'We are therefOre'most .. 
, . happy· to )Veicome .this correction of the news repOrt so . 

sOIile' of ·u~· by 'onEdnethQd, som~ of- us by.'·ar(other.. Thus 
·far·· i. ca:nI;lot .lp· truth say ':,this IS religious' pers~Cution"'
But.if the. -Council proves '.unwilling'oo· ~o,.:operate on behalf.· . " 
of freedom of religiQus expr.ess~on, I rather ·t1}jnk :many of 
us ltere will have.more,to ·sa'y.! ' .... • ,- .. ' . 

.. Sincerely,. ' . 
,'. " . 

(REV.) 1. .. C: McLELLAND:. . 
· ·that our.' reade~s ·m~y judge of the matter fqr.· them- . 

selves ... The writer' of. the followiI),g letter. is indeed verY 
-slow ,in. recpgnizing persecutiop, :w~ hop~ When he 'does·. ' 
.reCOgniz.~' ~t~ ·.he WI .. ·U· ."have ·.mor-: to say".-W:S.W.: ,'. ' .. 

. ' ... DAILY BIBLE'READINGS . . 
~ Lc;~ter i~.!"The" PTesb~~~ati,· Reco:d: . ~ . Ja",: :. '8~The ·i:>iiPtity· of' :M:a~ ~_: __ .:~._ .. :~ .. _~ ... ~._~_:~.:.:_._ ... Psa. 8 .. 

: V ~ d'O Q' bee" .; 'Jan .. ~"""'The New Creation' ;";'-.~ ... :-:.. ... ,;::.-~.~.::-: ... :: .. -: . .:..: ~ Cor. Q. 
,a. r,' ~e ,. Jan; 10,-The -New Gatclen: ..... :. .... _ .. :.. .. _._ .... _ .......... _ .. _::.... 'Rev, 22:1-6. 

\. 

, .. _ .. ', N~vember,;1, .1950; .. Jan. ll-The Holy Bride·_. __ .:_ ...... _ .. : ........ __ ,.,;; .. _:,;" ....... :Rev. 21:1~8. 
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. reg~~ng .my recent -state~e~t to .. 9ur Synod ·and. th~ ·gen- . . :', .. . ' . 
eral situation-.here? Two pointsJn ,th'at"speeeh h'ave b~ught ... ; . .. . . .... 'SUG~ESTED aYMNS . . 
forth"accusatioris that I symp'athize wifu ".persecution.'" '1 ... Th.e: CIil.lrch's oile ·foun~atio.!1' Jesu~ ~he. very 'thought of 
stated, ·"'i~'his 'i~ a :theoicig~cal Il)-ittter. : .... ~c~use of tneir. Thee. :Wl~h}la~s. and.Wl~.h;vlals .. .i\bldnfg! 'oh, so 'Y0n~r~us 
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"WE WILL BE GLAD AND REJOICE' -
IN THEE" 

WE WIDL be glad and .rejooce in Thee. We wUl not 
open the gates of the year to the dolorous.- notes of 

the sackbut, but to the sweet strains of .the barp of joy, 
and the high sounding cymbals of gladness. "0 come, let 
us sing unto the Lord: let us make a joyfu:l noise unto the 
rock .of our s·alvation." WE, the called, and faithful, and 
chosen, we wiH drive ·away our griefs, and set up our ban
ners of confidence in the name of God. Let others .i·ament 
over their troubles, we who have the sweetening tree to 
cast ,into Marah's bitter pool, with joy will m'agmfy ·the 
Lord. Eterna'l Spirit, our effectual Comforter, we who are 
the temples in whiCh Thou dwellest, will never cease from 
adoring and -blessing ,the name of jesus. WE WILL; we are 
resolved liibout"it; Jesus must have the crown of our heart's 
delight; we will not dishonour our Bridegroom by mourning 
in His presence. We 'are ordained to be the minstrels of 
(he SkieS; let us· rehearse. our everlasting anthem before 
we sing it in .the halls of .the New Jerusalem. We wiZZ BE 
GLAD AND REJO]CE: two words wi-th one sense, double 
joy, blessedness upon blessedness. Need 't'herebe 'any limit 
to our rejoicing in the Lord even now? Do not men of 
grace find the'ir Lord to be camphire and spikenard, cala
mus and cinnamon, even now, and what better. fragrance 
have they ,in heaven itself? We wiZZ be gZad and rejoice 
IN THEE. That last word is the meat in the dish, the kernel 
of the nut, the soul of ·the text. What heavens are laid 

. up' in Jesus! What rivers. of infinite bless have their 
sourc~, aye, and every drop of their fulness'in Him! Since, 
o sweet Lord Jesus, Thou art the present portion of Thy 
people, favGur us this year with such a sense of Thy pre
ciousness, that from .its first to its last day, we may be 
gl'ad and rejoice in Thee. Let January open with joy in 

. the Lord, and December close wIth gladness in Jesus. 
~C. H. SPURGEON 

BiblE ·School Lesson Outline 
Vol. 16 First Quarter Lesson 2 January 14, 1951 

OLIVE L. CI;ARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

THE CREATION OF MAN. 
Lesson Text: Genesis 2:7-25. ~ 
Golden Text: '~So God created man in his own image, -in the 

image of God created he him."~en.l:27. 

I. Man and His Environment: verses 7-17. 
The creation of man was God's crowning act. Man was 

created to bring glory and Ihonour to his Maker (Isa. 43:7, 21), 
~nd he was in every 'sense .superior to the whole vegetable 
and 'anImal world. The Word of God states that man was 
ereated by the direct act' of God (Gen. 1:26, 27), and thus 
the Divine record flatly contradicts the evolutionary theory 
that man was evolved from tmimal by a gradual process of 
natural seljlction and spontaneous 'generation. 

Three Separate words are used in connection with the 
creation of man: "create"-',bring into existence' .. (Gen. 1:27; 
5:1' 6:7; Deut. 4:32); "make"-'do, perform or accomplish an 
act' (Gen. 1:26; 2:18, 22; 5:1; 6:6,7); "form"-'mould' as a 
potter moulds the clay into the desired shape (Gen. 2:7, 8; 
Deut. 32:18). The three words 'are used together in Isaiah 
43:7. . . . 

God created man In His own image (Gen. 1:26, 27), which 
would not refer .to physica:1Ukeness, since God is ,Spirit (John 
4:24). This expression "in his own image" suggests that we 
were made in the intellectual, moral and spiritual image of 
God (Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10). Adam possessed all the elements 
of . personality-intellect, emotions and wHI. He was created 

holy, perfect, and moraHy responsible for his actions. As 
being a holy personality, he enjoyed full felloWIShip with God, 
spirit communing with Spirit. What saered dignity God gave 
to human 'beings in creating them in His own image and after 
His likeness (Gen. 9:6)! 

According to .the sacred record, man"s body was made from 
dust (Gen. 3:19, 23; Eccl. 12:7; 1 Cor. 15:47); that is, from 
the same material, probaply, as the universe of nature, but 
on the other hand; from the very finest particles of that 
material. What is more delicate, for example.. than the 

. material of the human brain! The word "grouna" (v. 7) is 
'adamah' meaning 'red earth' and it is prolbably from this 
word .that the proper name "Adam" ('man') ,js derived. 

Then, when the body had 'been fashioned, God breathed into 
it "·the breath of' lives" and man ibecame 'a living soul (Gen. 
7:22; l'Cor. 15:44, 45). The vision of Ezekiel may be used 
a:san illustration ,to give some idea of Ithis -process (Ezek. 
33:1-10). Likewise, in the new ,birth the Holy Spirit comes 
~o dwehl withi,n the.regeneratec;l soul (John 14:17), and there 

·ls·a new creatIOn (2 CGr. 5:17). ' 
• The Lord designed that His creatures .should 'be. surrounded 

with order and beauty, hence He planted for them a garden -
(Gen. 13:10; lsa. 51:3; Joel 2:3). The 'garden was watered 
by iivers, th.e names of which suggest that the garden was 
situated in the table-land of central Asia. Adam was p1aced 
in the garden to keep it and dress it. 

Two .trees in the garden are specifically named; the tree 
of life (Gen. 3:24; ·Rev. 2:7; 22:2, 14) and the tree of the lmowl
edge of 'good 'and evil (Gen. 3.2, 3). Adam was given the privi
lege 'of partaking of all the fruits 'save one (1 Tim. 6:17). In 
order to test him, God commanded that 'he 'should not eat of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and ev~l (Gen. 3:2,3). It was· 
not the will of God that Adam should have experimental 
knowledge of evil. Should he partake of that tree, he 'would ' 
experience sin and incur the penalty Qf death (Ezek. 18:20), 
physical death, whi~h is the separation of the spirit from the 
body (Gen. 3:19), and also spiritual death, which is the 
sepavation of the spirit from God (Rev. 20:6; 21:8). We 
cannot undemtand the mystery of nivine providence, but if 
man was to ,be morally responsible' for his actions (Rom. 
14:12), he must be 'free to choose ,good or evil. God knew 
that .Adam would sin, and He had already made provision 
for Ihis redemption (1 Pet. "1:18-20), but the Lord's fore
knowledge did not affect Adam's independent power of choice. 

II. Ma·n and His Helpmeet: verses 18-25. . ,-
God had already given Adam dominion over the whole 

animal creation (Gen. 1:26; 9:1,2; Paa: 8:6). Higher critics, 
who imagine that Adam was an iHiterate, wIld cave-man, have 
not considered- the record which tells that God gave to him 
the task of naming all the living crea'tures. This would 
require intellectual ability of a high order. 

Adam. was so far superior to the rest of creation that he 
experienced a great loneliness. His powers of mind and 
heart were such that he craved human companionship. In 
consideration for this need of fellowship, the Lord provided 
a helpmeet for him. God formed the woman from Adam 
(1 Tim. 2:11-13) and presented her to . him. Adam recog
nized Itlle physical union which existed ·between himself and 
his helpmeet Eve. ('Living') ,the mother of all living '(Gen. 
3:20). This union is .typical of the union of spIrit which 
exists 'between >Chri'st and His Church, called His Bride (Eph. 
5:22-33; 2 Cor. 11:2; Rev. 21:2, 3), created for His glory, 
purchased by His blood (Acts 20:28) and destined to be pre
sented to Him (Rev. 19:7-9). This union is 811so the Scriptural 
basis fOT the institution of matrimony (Matt. 19:5; Mk. 10:7; 
1 Cor. 6:16; Eph. 5:31). 

Adam and Eve were at first innocent, free from all shame, 
which came later as the. result of sin (Gen. 3:7). Perchance 
they were at fiNt covered wJth a garment of light (Psa. 
104:2), but the Tadiance was Ilost when they sinned against 
God. 

(See 'Page 15 lor. Suggested .Hymns and Daily Readings} 
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