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HIS is the last issue of thus paper for ’1950 What
“has the“year brought to us?* What have we. done

How 1951 May Be Really New

. :"..w1th its multlplled opportunities for spiritual - imprové--
*7 7. mént?. Let us fling off all sense of failure and ! loss, and’

e face the New Year with a new and richer- faith in Him .

: appomt {into thém that mourn-in- Zion'—
who has stained “the best robe,”. .

st

. . Who has been anédinted “to appoint unto them that mourn
: _-.-._m Zlon, to- g1ve unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of
.. joy fori mournmg, the garment of pra1se for the splrlt of " -
. - . heaviness; that they may be called trees’ ‘of rxghteousness, A
", «  the planting of’ the Lord, that he mlght be” glorxfled o

Thls is the programmie of diviné grace. - What a prosn

-f-"pect faith opens for the New ‘Year! -~ .
T o appomt unto’ them that. mourn in Zion, to glve unto .

~ them.”
The Lord of grace gets no glory for meself .in

' . Laodlcea, for He is allowed to “stand ‘at,'thé. door. and-

"knock”, by thosé ‘who think they are- rlch and mcreased
in goods, and hive need of nothing.’r Grace fmds no -
function where self-complacency reclmes Grace has no

" -message forone’ . . ... ..

" . “Who does not cast CoT
- On the thronged pages of hls memory’s book,
: At times .a sad and half-reluctant look :
Regretful of the past.” . T

Grace is'for " the soul that has loved and lost, whose
brain: and heart have been: parents. tor 1deals “which. have"

L perlshed at the 'b1rth +and wlhiose- past is scarred w1th

the mounds of buried hopes Grace’ is an’ angel of mercy

<0 the.soul that has “failed, unmlstakably, utterlx,:crlm-
mally failed, and knows it; andis sorry for- it.

" “Blessed: .
-are they that mourn, “for-they ‘shall be comforted »e .

Yes; and grace'is for the soul that has been: tw1ce d1s--

~appomted who' hias left the bondage of Egypt: only to
feel the hunger and . weariness .of.the w11derness “To
who has met ‘the’
" tempter “within the gate,
.-and s01led the néw shoes; and lost the’ ring. . Grace is for

the one’ who has. fallen asleep on ‘the mount of pnwlege,f

“~

~f1re _When - the temples 'beautlful gate called:-the: Will,

" and for the one who-missed a spiritual fortune.by: turmng ‘
" aside. to. run after 'butterflles when Opportumty passed"'

.. down. the King's }ughway
Yes, Grace is for those who mourn; for those who have

+ He. will.make. the: rumed llfe beau'txful

‘.‘/- . B

.....

mlssed somethmg, who have lost somebhmg, who are notr_ RS
“content " w1th ‘their-. posltlon or possesslons, who feel:a. . ...
‘holy hunger and an 1nsat1able spiritual ‘thirat, and- who'-'_ B ;
agk, their way: to the- river which proceedeth out of the N
throne of .God and of. thé-Lamb. Blessed: be’ God, there e
is someone ordained and anomted “to appomt unto them. L
that, mourn -in Zion.” . .. s

~But what will' Grace do fOr those Who mourn" Rather- [
what will Christ.do?. ... - = wL e

“To gwe unto- Coreen

them: beauty for.aglies:” "Not as. the’ ~kindly vy oovers.'_. LT
.'the'ruins of some anc1ent temple thls isa ncher promlse; LR
than that. ' s : :

‘“Aghes”!:. What is the slgmflcance ‘of the metaphor"
“Sackeloth and .ashes” iwere the apparel of -mourners, as.’ ]
.whén Mordecai-mouined the threatened-destruction-of his <~ . "~°
people, and wag espec1ally the slgnfand symbol of re- -
pentance and abject abasement as when Job ‘said,” “I"
repent in dust and ashes.” . S

This figure. then, “ashes”‘represents the last‘ result of "
“ sim, - the utter, moral bankruptcy of our human nature.: .
‘It represents the resolutlon into their elements. of all the. -
_ fair fabrics of our dreams, the castles of our building, . -
our amb1t1ons, -our hopes, the.ruins of palaces wherein .we-
dreamed of flndmg pleasure, of temples -wherein we-. .
-fancied ‘we- might worship. ; “He. feedeth upon ashes” R
was. sa1d of the idolater; It is"the end. of. the creatmns T
“of our affectlons Love comes to where its treasures were - -- -
stored as. Dav1d came to Z1klag, only to find the choicest . . .. h
thmgs of<life, - ‘the" joys -of frlendshlp -and. the dehghts weIh LT
of home and ‘family,all turned to.“ashes™. " "..1" . ST LT

. But ‘most of all, it means, the ‘decay. of ‘moral .characétef. . . .~ .
1tself when ‘the holy and 'beautlful ‘house. iy’ burned- with:

N

and'| its holy ‘place;-its reasorn.and, jirdgment; its, 'In'tellect"
" and’ its Holy of holiés;: ‘thé; place of the:Affections—when = .- " .
- these: .are all turned' to. “ashes", and., life - has lost its, e L
suaner-txme, -and-only- dlsappolntment reiains! - Alas, -
«who of us does- not- know how the glorles of: hfe come to T
“ashes”" S s ST

‘Buit here is “beauty for ashes”—-a garland for the=~--'-f-~_ e
unworthy, a crown for the defeated' That is. the. promlse o




It is amplified in the next verse:
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“And they shall build
the old wastes, they shall raise up the former desola-
tions.” It means that nothing is lost by sin which grace
cammot ‘restore. You have the two extremes—*Ashes”

" when sin has done its work, and “beauty” — a garland
or a crown when grace is finished. The one is signifi- .

cant of failure, of lawlessness, of all that is destructive
and unlovely—“ashes”; the other speaks of success, of
worthiness, of definite achievement, and recognized vic-
tory—beauty—a garland or a crown.
destroys the works of -the devil—and gives beauty for
ashes.

Christ makes the ‘mournful life joyful. Nothing is
more destructive of joy than the cherishing of vain re-
grets. The waste of yesterday must be converted into
wealth or I can never be happy. Supplemental grace can
never bring me the oil of joy. The mourning cannot be
turned into joy by any work of repair. Not supplemental,
but substitutionary grace. Not a power that will fill this
day so full of brightness as to balance the gloom of
yesterday. Grace must use my yesterdays to make the
oil of joy with for tomorrow. Ah, this is the mystery
and the miracle—that ashes can be made into the oil of
joy! No, no, notwithstanding our sins and mistakes life
could not have been richer than grace shall make it.
Bitterly as we must mourn our sin, our tears have clari-
fied our v1smn, and our highest joys have been born of
our experience with ashes. It istrue that extremes meet.
You may réach the eas{ by going west; mourning is the

. groaning of sorrow’s press whence the oil of joy 'is

squeezed.” “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy
cometh in the morning.’;

Where Christ doth really minister to the mourner He
makes the thankless life praiseful.

. [\

“The spinit of heaviness.” It is.not born of a reasoned
judgment. It is a spirit that is out of tune with God. It
paralyzes the will, it silences the tongue, it grips the
heart with a leaden, deadly discontent. No soldier can
fight with a spirit of heaviness, no teacher can teach, no
preacher can preach, with a spirit of heaviness; no singer
can sing with such a spirit; the church cannot be vie-
torious with a spirit of heaviness.

- But for this we are to have “the garment of praise.”.

Not a song for the voice, not an instrument for the
fingers, but a garment for the whole man, -as compre-
hensive and all-embracing as the spirit of heaviness. It
is the outward expression of a victorious life. Where
beauty is given for ashes the character is transformed,
and a garland is put about the brow of the new man
which,-after God, is created in righteousness and true
holiness. And where a new temple rises on the ashes of
the old, the emotions are pleasurably excited, and the oil
of joy abounds. And where a new character finds a new
joy there is a new expression, and the new life is robed
in a garment of praise. The whole life becomes vocal,
and every act is an act of worship and every breath an

) ascription of praise.

Thus the contemptible hfe is made glorious. .

“Ashes” excite no emotion but contempt—they are the
refuse which men cast out. They may have had a proud
and exalted origin—but who cares? A proud cedar of
Lebanon defying the storm—mnow prone and burned to
ashes! A temple glorious, now a heap of ashes. A man
fallen and decayed—now but dust and ashes—undis-
tinguished and indistinguishable.

It is thus grace
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. But when grace has wrought the transformation, it is'
“that they might be called oaks of righteousness.” 1
have heard of an pak being in an acorn, but here grace
finds oaks in “ashes”, and righteousness, where sin has
fiercely flamed. ’

But it is for this we have been saved: that we may not
be as reeds shaken by the wind, but that we may be called
oaks of righteousness—the bulwark and stay of right-
eousness in the earth; even a character that is never
broken by the storm. Not that we may be as willows by

the watercourses, but as oaks—“steadfast, unmoveable.”

What a standard for a Christian character and life:
Beautiful, garlanded,.victorious, and crowned, abounding
in joy, and vocal with praise, and established in righteous-
ness, and uncompromising as the oak—the stuff that
foundations are made of!

And grace proposes to exhibit us as specimens of
divine husbandry: “That ye might be called trees of

righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He might

be ‘glorified.”

May oyr gracious. Lord thus be glorlfled in every
reader of the WITNESS during 1951.

So let our lips and lives express
The holy gospel we profess,

So let our works and virtues shine
To prove the doctrine all divine.

YOUR 1950 INCOME TAX RETURNS

We are allowed only ten per cent exemption for re-
ligious and charitable purposes. If you have not al-
ready exhausted your ten per cent in your givings for
1950" we venture to suggest that you remember THE
GosPEL WITNESS, or Toronto Baptist Seminary, or Jarvis
Street Church and its Missionary interests with the
unpaid balance.” We shall, of course, be glad to send
you a receipt, which you can use when making your
income tax returns. There will still be time to fill out
your ten per cent after this paper reaches you.
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Che Juruis Street Pulpit
- “A FAITHFUL SAYING”'

- A Sermon by the Pastor,

Dr. T. T. Shields

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, T oronto, Sunday Evenmg, December 24th 1950
. (Stenographically’ Reported)

“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Chrlst Jesus came
into the world to save smners of whom I am e¢hief.”—1 Tim. 1:15.

READ in one of our evening papers last night an

article entitled “The Message of the Manger”. So
far as it went it was very good. It said that the manger
had a message for those of humble origin: they were
not to be discouraged by small beginnings. Many great
men had come of humble birth.  That is perfectly true.
So we were told that Jesus was born in a manger, in
a stable.

Then it was said it had a message for the man of the
common lot. Jesus was called “The Carpenter, the Son
of Mary”; and He was also called “the carpenter’s Son”.
So the common people, the ordinary average people, found
kinship with Jesus, Who was a carpenter.

It was said there was a message for the family. It
magmfled motherhood, parenthood, the family life. That
is all true: it does.

. It had a message for the nation. Indeed, that is true.
I say, so far as it went, it was all true, but it did not go
far enough. .

1 have seen the log cabin preserved now as a national
shrine, in which it is alleged, and I suppose it is irue,
Abraham Lincoln, the great Emancipator, was born; and
from such humble origin he became President of the
United States. Abraham Lincoln-<was sometimes called
“The rail-splitter”. From such a menial occupation
he became one of the world’s greatest legislators.

upon the Sermon on the Mount, if you 'do that, then God
help Britain!” Mr. Clynes aptly replied, “That is exactly
what He will do.”

But my dear friends, we can never understand Jesus in

- meeting with Him at the manger, unless -and until we

Andrew Jackson was a harness maker and he became °

President of the United States when Abraham Lincoln
was assassinated. Innumérable biographies of great men
illustrate all these things.
But was Jesus nothing more than that!
a message for men of humble origin? True, He made
the ascent from the manger to the throne of the universe.
But that was not so great'a miracle as the condescension
of grace which stooped from the throne of the universe
to the manger. :
A message for democracy! Yes; but that the univer-
sal'sovere1g-nty of Almightiness should have condescended
to be wrapped in swaddling bands—that was the miracle!
A lesson for the famlly, the holy family! Yes. But
the miracle of all is that a’ multitude of poor sinners
are all\now included, by reason of Him, in the house-
hold of faith. .
A lesson for the natlon' Yes. The wrlter made one
very valuable quotation. He referred to Mr. Clynes of
the first Labour Government, who staggered the British
House of Commons by saying that British policy at home
and abroad, should e based upon the principles of the
Sermon on the Mount. To which one honourable Member
raised the most serious objection. He said, “You would
. base* ‘British policy, domestically, -and for the Empire,

\

The manger.

r

_sir: and went not”

see that the days of His flesh, His manifestation among
.men, was but a parenthesis in the eternal circle of Hls
existence. We can never know Jesus otherwise.

L

But what does my text say? It says ‘that CHRIST
Jesus CAME INTO THE WORLD, voluntarily—a premedi-
tated, a divinely ordered advent. We must ever keep in
mind the eternal pre-existence of the Son of God. We
must ever rememiber that it is written of Him: “Before
the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst
formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting -
to everlasting, Thou art God.”

“Yes; Jesus lived and reigned before men saw Him:
“To whom bare all the prophets witness.” Said He,
“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: he saw
it, and was glad.” They mockingly replied, “Thou art
not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham?”
To which He answered, “Before Abraham was, I am.”
He always was the Eternal Son, with the Father and
the Holy Ghost, from all eternity One God. Keep that
in mind. You have not-spoken properly of Jesus while
you ignore or neglect that aspect of truth.

The scripture says that He was the Son of the Father.
He was God’s Messenger to the world. The Father sent
His Son to be the Saviour of the world: “My Father hath
sent me into the world”. Jesus came, commissioned of
His I"'ather, to fulfil His Father’s will. But He did not
come as a reluctant ‘Servant, not like the man in the
parable who said, “I will not (go): and afterward he
repented, and went”; nor like the man who said, “I go,
“I am come”. He came Himself,
voluntarily: “When the fulness of time was come, God
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the
law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sons”; but He came not
reluctantly: He came of His own wili: though in the
form of God He thought it not robbery to be equal, not
a prizé to be grasped at. Dare I say, without irrever-
ence, that His Deity.was a holy commonplace to Him;
not a prize to be grasped at. It was something He had
enjoyed from all eternity. Yet He took upon him “the
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:
and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled him-
self and became obedient unto death, even the death of
the cross.” -
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" . purpose “and: ifs’ execution: be the w1ll1ng obedlence of '

by the Splrrt of God He was begotten

Holy Ghost were engaged- in this arrangemen't ‘Jesus
Chrlst ‘came . mto ‘the. world . by dehberate plan,. and in.

*

,' the foundatlon of the World PREIRRATAIE

- N Chnstmas is much- more than thenblrth of.a Babe of
Tuvt i ¥ unknown parents, in'a ‘manger in-a stable in. Bethlehem
Lo He came into the world AND HE CAME INTO THE WORLD "

- "FOR A SPECIFIC’. PURPOSE He came for ornie, excluslve pur-

pose. He came. into the world to Save smners Wha't a.
blessing that-is, ... - - V.
Sometlmesv, I am. told,.lt 1Swnot easy to fmd an' ap-.
proprlate Tame *for. the- NEW: baby -Father and mother:
“have their 1deas, and aunts, -and" uncle,s, and cousins; and -
brothers, and s1sters sand: 'L know hot who Lelse... And
What strange comprom1ses .are. effected* at - least 3 sup-
.pose they "afe ‘compromisesl Th1nk ‘of .callmg 4 girl -
Hepz1bah—notw1thstand1ng it ista; lb1b11cal name. - Think"
: "t of. calllng a.boy’ Ezeklel What would they-ever call him?."
. But” it 1s ah honoured ‘name, and a- blbhcal name' ‘But. .
ryo. - there was. only one Ezekiel:. - -~ . .
' But there areall sorts of names A" poor chlld is “sent
. ~ into the world w1th a ‘severe hand1cap, sometlmes I
v. ot knew a m1n1ster, whose" surname: ‘was ‘Pickles. ;I don’t
" " 7 . know why his parents.did so, but they maied .him Jere-
.~ v . . miah. -Rev. Jeremlah Plckles' That 1s enough to slnk‘
anyman..,.. Ry
SieT 0T 2 But, ) my - dear frlends, the name of thls Babe was
e selected m1llenn1a ‘before He appeared on earth. . Joseph
: © " did hot name "“Him; Mary ' did: not -name Him: an- angel
in fulfllment of the divine plan, said; “Thou shalt “call his
name JESUS”.". That was His name, Joshua. Joshua
" Was a type of Jesus.” “It'means the same 'thlng——Savmur
“In one place, in the New. Testament Jesus is translated,
Joshua. . His name was no accident.. After the long ages
in which a world had waited for its Redeemer, He came
‘' with a name divinely asslgne'd——“Thou shalt call his
name JESUS”. \ .
‘We look upon 1'1tt1e ch1ldren, and we wonder what: they
“will, become.- . Will he be: just”an ordJnary boy, just-an-
ordmary, man; Jus't one of the .common -herd; Just an
‘average human personality? Or- ‘will ‘he - d1sp1ay, will he .
" reveal at’last unsuspected qualities which will -brmg him
to-'a place of. d1st1nct16n and horiour :amohg Ilns brethren? -’
-No one- can -tell what the little baby will becartie. But
i " there never. was any doubt as’ to what “this” Babe would -
*%"," 7., becorne.  Named .from -Hédven as’a’ "Saviour, He was
C d1vmely ordained- to be.a Savmur : o
If ‘1 had -time, it_would . be’ really del1ghtful to me,
“and perhaps helpful fo’ you'if I could: remmd .you of some
it L of the qualltles of this.marvellous ‘One: $His name shall,
R “be called- Wonderful, Counsellor, The mlghty Gog, “The
: T Everlastmg Father ‘The Prince of Peace “The Son of*-
man”; “The Morning :Star”. “He ‘made the stars also”,—
.each- of them asslgned -an appom'ted ltask and each ‘of -

DO .

.t . "y

.:. . posslble Sl RN o

So Chrlst’s conrung was“d fulf1lment of the Fa'ther’s. .
. the'Son. He carfi¢ also"by: decree of' the Holy Ghost andj. ~begin: With. most thmgs in“a very humblé way.” A" Year aa
SR "ago to-night I-was in Smgapore
Thus you -see” the Holy Trlnlty, the Father, Son, and,.'
- in _all- the airports’ from which I-left; and”at.which L. ;".‘
i.arrlved among. them all around - the world,. untll I got .- i
X “fulfilment -of .tHe eterhal purpose of<God, that He mlght:":‘baCk to - Toronto;-and including that, I did’not.see -one- -
lmp]e_menf, the provlsqon of.that covenant-of . grace which that was not in prdcess of enlargement wand- reconstruc-. . :.
'; " ‘'was -made-between. the. Persons of 'the Godhead before “tiol. No one had been- able-to-§eé. far enough in advance, LS

N mng JAnd” -80": they did, l1ke ‘the ‘maf’ whose barns, were

’ . is

What httle 1deas people have of tlungs' We have to -
begm, because we - .cannot see far in advance, We have to. e,

i ‘went” around the
world"by air, w1thout touchmg the. deck: of a ship; and

‘or-to see: thmgs large enough to _plan from ,the begm-

_ inadequaté. - ‘He:hadito' build bigger -and, better- barns,” .""
They had, to pull down .qthelr Airports, sand build; larger
,-and. greater ones’ Why" Because we are only men, and
cannot sée’ very far o T
Has it ocelirred to you ‘that our God is a Maker and .
Bullder ‘who has-never had 'to enlarge, or. to amend; or T
"in any way, to .correct’ His: orrgmal\ creatlon" ‘The.sun.” . | (
is still. large -enough, hot, -enough, ‘and mighty enough A
to fulfllr its ‘duty:,and the” moon and all’the stars The w -._- ‘
‘same’laws" of ass1m11at19n and growth, vwh1ch bring us - 1
_our bountiful harvest, were in 6peration in Joseph’s tlme, L "
“in the’ days of plenty,: when _the earth brought forth 80 .. ..?.5‘ E
{
{

abundantly -All the r1vers run 1nto the, igéa, 8s the; W1se - -
- than said, 'ahd till“the isea’ is not full: The mountalns are
established; ‘the-created. order stands as it. came from the ’
Creator’s \hand mamtamed "and: preserved by. His un-
limited powers. -He méver " ‘made a" “mistake. Ask” the .
scientist. :Ask your doctor if he can 1mprove on your . .. .
body. I heard a surgeon .say “All we can do is Just to.
‘remove the obstruc'tlon from the: opera'txon of natural law; -
“and let nature..dollts work,” . - Like the. streét. cleaners,
“and repalrers, ‘'we, can only move thmgs out of the way
of; progress o S

“ Is it .to be. supposed, that 'God Who made th1s matenal I
world Wrth ‘such met1culbus care, and such. absolu'te per-. "
fectlon, when He desagned to send a ‘Saviour into the °
world, -He ‘would send Somieone Who needed.thie help of
the Pope! or the Modérator of somé General ‘Assenibly, o
or ‘some prlest or - preacher! -. I “cannot conceive.. of a - .-
salvatlon that is of God that could be_othér than -all of °
“grace. He must be’ the Alpha drid the Omega. Christ. o
Jeésus came into the world 't save sinners, and He came |
duly quallfled for His unique ministry.. “Bone of our - . ,.
.bone, flesh of -our flesh,.made -under ‘the Jaw" .to° Work .

.‘out a vicarious rlghteousness on our behalf, to fulfil our. " -7, K

“life’s day for. us, to rendér in our behalf all 8 Holy God
required of " Hls human creatures—then to put it dow'n, S
and say “Put’it to the crédit of that sinner—that slrner IR
_—that, s1nner'" He came into-the world to save. smners

My dear frlends, ‘When the mountams shall 'dlsappear
and the rivers cease. to’ flow and the.-seven seas- shall bel. "
-evaporated, and’the sun ‘and .the’ moon; and- the mormng
Stars shall fail to give the1r‘won'ted light — when that
. ‘happens ‘then ‘you. may questwn whether Jesus can::save -
you or me. -But-until then, _that can never be. -For-when. e
.at last we' shall ‘have no, “further ‘need. of. sun’ or- ‘moon [ .
or stars, we shall live in a created’ order, in a redeemed .-
universe, where the Lamb iseall the light thercof: - I wxsh "
I 'éould lay.that triith to- the hedrt of all ‘but I cannot
only the Spirit of God can do that.’

There afe _many- by—products 107 H1s v1car10us hfe " --

-
U A

s o - them qua11f1ed' no doubt,-possessed of-such- -potentialities , “There wefe also with him other llttle ships.”. A Teather!. ~
: and powers as. would make the fulfllment of that taskl

"Yes::as a further by-prodlict and in-a- certaln sense an - .
1ntegra] part: of H1s mlmstry of salvatmn 'teachmg— us

Y B s
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, "_ . -how to l1ve the llfe He, llved but teachlng was not His - “Th1s is a falthful saymg”' You don’t need' to.be -
e - -primary work: :A" Reformer! - Every age brlngs forth worrled .about : what the” cr1t1cs- say. ‘The. historié: Jesus’;
- some crack- braln charlata‘ns who propound their plans. actually lived,- actually died, born in Bethlehem His '
for a“Utopia with “which to deceive the public.* A: pope!" .birth, and subsequent life; and- death and’ resturrectioh; -
He claims Jesus.Christ as “his authority! Even the  are 1nd1sputable, estabhshed historical facts: “Thls is.aw -
Roman Cathollc Church calls itself “Chrlstlan" L. falthful ‘saying,” no - cunnmgly dev1sed fable Recelve IR .
He came 1nto the world.to save s1nners——at @ grea,t lt .as being. true. R : e
price.. When" ‘you gave someone a. Chrigtmas. gift; you- . " ‘And “worthy Of a,ll acceptatlon I thmk that ‘means . .i:
did ‘the. best you could, did you not?" For someone you "worthy of accepta'tlon by all-the facultles of | your mmd
. love, your wife, your husband, your children. some friend, that with ‘all ‘the faculties of our ‘minds’ we may’ nge

h g

\ -,to the limijt .of your resources' you expressed your affec- - hospltahty to this great -truth. - -
- tion. How terribly commercialized this Christmas season . It is “worthy of all acceptation” 1ntellectually If you' . ..
. “has become!. But I remind. you, lt is-a. commonplace, i want to prgve whether or-not you have a good brain, " - -
.".',: S ?. know\ of the greatest of all gifts. . AP } ~try'it on the gospel T have a’ 11t'tle book on- my shelvés . “ - .
7. " " "Do you understand what. Pres1dent Truman is talking -somewhere entitled, “The thlosophy of the Plan of -

#".-"-" about when he asks the American’'Congress to' authorize ‘Salvation”.” A very emment lawyer, a secularist, who .
" ..’ so_many billions.of . dollars for defence‘) rd you ever _believed not a word-of the gospel, set himself-to analyze -

.see a billion dollars" L : this: Book in order that he" ‘mightdiscredit it, and refute
I went into. an assay office in. New York some- years its every contention: - He failed, of. course, as do'all who = - - - -
ago, and - they ‘showed- me a crude box, full of ‘bars of try that.  What happened? He fell at ‘the feet of the = -

" - pure; refined; gold ingots. just. like pig iron. _One. of the - - Saviour crying, “God’be mercifiil to me, a sinher.” Later,_',

- men said “That box contains about ore hundred thousand “he wrote, -“The_Philosophy ‘of the. Plan of Salvation”,
do]]ars You ‘may- have 1t if you w]ll carry it away.” declaring that ltS lOglC was mexorable, ltS 'argumenfts .
I stooped’ down and.laid hold of . the’ crate to try to lift it., . irrefutable,  worthy of the: acceptance of the -whole:in-
"“I.colild not even move it. . “tellect, no matter’how- 1ntellectual you’ may be. - .-
" .But this little Babe was made “he1r ofall thlngs, bfy And of the heart toot He d1ed for ‘us. We may. . oo
‘whom also he made the-worlds.”: ‘The wealth, not of this _receive Him with our. affectionsl’ nature, operiinig ‘our, - T
world, the silver and the gold:are. His, the ‘cattle upon . hearts to the incoming of ‘this .great truth, that the Lover
a thousand hills, the hquld wealth beneath: its surface, of our .souls- carne from . heaven and went ‘to-the-.cross
* which' He put’ there, all are His. This little speck in.the ..and through the grave to save us.

., universe whlch we -call the earth, «is.a very small thing.. - “Worthry of all acceptation.” Let there ‘be no reserva- 2T AT
" It used to: -8éem' to me to be-large, but when T -had flown tlon Yield heart and 1ntellect to the truth of the gospel LT
around it; it did'not seem 50 large. It did not. exactly seem - and say,~“I- bel1eve - 2 BRI T
. ag’ though I could ‘walk, “around 1t—the1e s "to6” much; And it-means; ‘of course, worthy of the acceptance of 3 S
water' but it did nét seem-to be so big s it used to seem. all all. the humble, andi*the ‘noble, the desplsed and the . ... ..
~In eomparison w1th worlds - uponr ‘worlds ‘which comprise exaltéd? the poor. and. the. rich; the. foolish and- the wise—" T :
. this: ordered umverse, At -is- Just a little speck; and He’is everybody “God 80~ Joved- the, world'_that he gave his ongly ", B E
" " the Lord of all, énd through His vems flowed the blood . ‘begotten- Son that whosoever believeth in h1m should not-.:-' .
" thit was the life of Deity, as'well:as of humanity, Begot- *perlsh but have. everlastmg llfe » ‘,.3‘-',-._._' e Lo "
. teniof the Holy-Ghost; “born-of a’ virgin, the wealth of “all' - e T ey oL,
the worlds in solutlon, He counted' down the rubv drops, - . R RN IV_ R R -'; :

until:there-was not a drop ‘of. blood’ left. -And- when ‘tHey " “fhe Gospel is- “worth'y of all acceptatlon, and e may . S
- pierced Hig side theére came out blood and water. 1t'cosf, tecejye Him' just.as Paul did,.with :the. conv1ctlon THAT-"".--'-...,.'- e

“Him that; my ‘dear friends;. to. _make’ Chrlstmas f01 us - OF ALL ‘SINNERS WE ARE-“CHIEF”; """ :" .' fusdee s T gl
Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable glft ", SR

I say to you Chr1st1an workers, that in your deahng a7

-Christ Jesus. came ‘into the world—what for" I WiSh with a man or a woman who. has prafessed some interest “'I;.-'
someone.could pay for the Tast war, and the war- before ip- salvation, as long as he. or she éxcuges himself or her- " = . .
‘that, -and stop ‘anothér war.from’ coming. I wish there self for-their.own: sifi, there: is something ‘more for the .. "~

were someone rich enough to cancel the incaleulable in- “Holy 'Spmt to do; somethmg that:you cannot do.” ‘When:- -
de’btedness Of the Unlted State‘sl, and of: all the other- -we are rea]]y rlpe, by the regeneratlng grace- Of the oot
‘i< natiors; 1 w1sh theré, were someone rich: enough to.pay off.:’ :Holy Spirit, to receive this trith;-with all :acceptance, we VLY
all debts, and give this bankript earth a new start, don’t - shall ‘be like the publican,~who did not so much as lift- = - *-¢
- you?, Morally and spiritually; that is. exactly what Jesus . up. his ‘eyes, but beat . :upon. hig b,reast crylng,.“God be REE.
.-did.” He came into the world: to save sinnefs) ‘paid- the . merc]ful o me, a sinner”.” "~ : T
last farthing. of our:indebtedness, that He might save us ¢ ’ )

y - He ‘came-to - “save’ bankrupt souls “I was one sald ;
. _e'very. one Wh-at 2 Chrlstmas glft that wasl v paul; ‘but now-he says, “I thank: Christ Jesus our-Lord, .

. " who hath enabled me, for that he counted-me. faith-
IH ' ful putting me into the .ministry;. who was -before - a

Well now, Paul ‘says—:this -story that I have tried to ‘blasphemer and a persecutor, and m3ur10us " bt I ob-.
.relate-to you, imadequately;  of course—“is a faithful ‘tained mercy because 1.did it ignorantly,:in unbelief.
.saying, worthry of ;all acceptation”—it is a tru,e sa.ymg And the grace of. our Lord. ‘was exceeding anundant w1th‘
This’ story is.- llterally, finally, absolutely = I, use the -faith. édnd. love, wh1ch is-in Christ, Jesus.” .“This is a . - g
strongest “word I know—absolutely " true;: w1th .ng". ad-_ farthful Saying.” No wonder he said. that A blas-
mixture of error: “We know ‘that the Son of ‘God is come, phemer” %a persecutor, ‘injurious ——everythmg\that was, o=l
and hath g1ven us an understandm- -4 that we may know bad.’ “But ”-'said he, ‘‘He. saved.me. I was~the chief . =~ .~
~" him that is.true™. " - - ) - . - of smners, the most unworthy to accept ‘this. truth that ': R

‘.
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is worthy of all accep'tation. :

Can we take that place to-night? Can we, the vilest
sinner, the oldest sinner, the youngest sinner, the poorest,
the richest—any kind of sinner? Yes; every kind of
sinner? It includes all'— Christ Jesus came into the
world to save you.

‘Someone left a gift at your home last night, or yes-
terday, instead of to-day, because to-day is Sunday. You
looked at it and you said, “I know who sent it: I cannot
.accept it. I will send it back. »  Could you offer your
friend a greater insult than to write on the card which
accompanies the gift “Wishing you the compliments of
the season”, could you write, “Returned unwanted.” You

would not be guilty of that!

“Behold a Stranger -at the door,

He gently. knocks, has knocked before;
Has waited long, is waiting still;

You treat no other friend so 111 »

Let us pray:

We rémember, O Lord, that it is written that when the
prodigal returned to the father’s house, they began to be
merry. It was for him, in truth, A Merry Christmas.

Whatever our state this evening, bring us into fellowship

- with Thee, and help us that we may put our hands in Thine,
and that from now to the end of the road, up the shining
steeps and through the gates of pearl into the city ‘of
tight, we may be with Thee for evermore. Amen.

Come, ye, sinners, poor and needy, °
"Weak and wounded, sick and sore;
Jesus ready stands to save you,
Full of pity, love, and power.
He is able;
He is willing: doubt no more. ~

Now ye needy, come and welcome;
God’s free bounty glorify;
True. belief and true repentance—
Every grace fhat brings you nigh—
) Without money, .
Come to Jesus Christ and buy.

Let not conscience make you linger,
Nor of fitness fondly dream;
All the fitness He requireth
Is to feel your need of Him:
This He glves you—
"Tis the Spirit’s rising ‘beam.

Come, ye weary, heavy-laden,
Bruised and ruined by the Fall;

If you tarry till you're better,

] * You will never come at all:

. Not the righteous—

. ‘Sinners, Jesus came to call.

View Him prostrate in the garden,
On the ground your Maker lies!
On the bloody tree behold Him,
Hear Him cry before He dxes,
“It is finished!”
Sinner, will not this sufflce?

Lo, th' incarnate God, ascended,
. Pleads the merit of His blood;
Venture on Him, venture wholly,
Let no other trust intrude:
None but Jesus
Can do helpless sinners good

A man can no more take in, a-supply of grace for the
future ‘than he can eat enough to-day to last him for the
next six months, or take sufficient air into his lungs at
once to sustain life for a week to come. We must draw
upon God’s boundless stores of grace from day ‘to day,
as we.need it. —D. L. Moopy

CHRIST IN ALL THE SCRIPTURES

The best sermon is that which is fullest of Christ. A
Welsh minister, when preaching at.the chapel of my dear
brother Jonathan ‘George, was saying that Christ was
the sum and substance of the gospel, and he broke out
into the following story :—A young man had been preach-
ing in the presence of a venerable divine, and after he
had done, he foolishly went to the old minister and in-
quired, “What do you think of my sermon, sir?”’ “A
very poor sermon indeed,” said he.. “A poor sermon!”
said the young man, “it. took me a long time to study it.”
“Ay, no doubt of it.” Why, then, do you say it was poor;
did you not think my explanation of the text to be ac-
curate?” “Oh, yes,” said the old preacher, “very correct
indeed.” Waell, then, why do you say it is a poor sermon?
Didn't you think the metaphors were appropriate, and
the arguments conclusive?” “Yes,” they were very good,
as far. as that goes, but still it was a very poor sermon.”
“Will you tell me why you think it a poor sermon?”
“Because,” said he, there was no ‘Christ in it.” ‘Well,”
said the young man, Christ was not in the text; we
are not to be preaching Christ always, we must preach
what is in the text.” So the old man said, “Don’t you
know, young man, that from every town, and every vil-
‘lage, and every little hamlet in England, wherever it may
be, there is a road to. London?” “Yes,” said the young
man, _“Ah!” -said the old divine, “and so from every
text in Scripture there is' a road to the metropolis of
the Scriptures, that is Christ. And, my dear brother,

your business is, when you'get to a text, to say, ‘Now,

what is the road to Christ? and then preach a sermon,
running along the road towards the great metropolis—
'Christ. And,” said he, “I have never yet-found a text
that ‘had not a plain and direct road to Christ in it; and
if ever I should find one that has no such road, I will
make a road, I would go over hed-ge and ditch but I
‘would get at my Master, for a sermon is neither fit
for the land nor yet for the dunghill, unless there‘is a
savour of Christ in it.”—SPURGEON.

NOVEL CHARITY
Strange zeal, indeed! which gets angry at those that
censure public faults, and not at those that commit them!
Novel charity- this, which 'groans at seeing error con-
futed, but feels no grief at seeing morality subverted by
that error. If these persons were in danger of being

assassinated, pray, would they be offended at one adver- -

tising them of the stratagem that had been laid for
them’ and instead of turning out of their way to avoid
it, would they trifle away their time in whining about
the ‘little charity manifested in discovering to them the
criminal design of the assassins? Do they get waspish
when one tells them not to eat such an article of food,
because it is poisoned? or not to enter such a city, be-
cause it hds the plague ?- .

Whence comes it, then, that the same persons who set
down a man as wanting in charity, for exposing maxims
hurtful to a religion, would, on the contrary, think him
equally deficient in that grace were he not to disclose
matters hurtful to health and life, unless it be from this,
that their fondness for life induces them to take in good
part every hint that contributes to its preservation,
"while their indifference to truth leads them, ot only to
take no share in its defence, but even to view with pain
the efforts made for the extirpation of falsehood?

- —BLAISE PASCAL, The Provincial Letters. -~
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| THE VIRGIN BIRTH
A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto,
" Sunday Evening, December 23rd, 1923

* (Stenographically Reported)

“And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which
ihvi:l be35born of thee shall be called the Son of God.—

uke 1:

WANT to speak to you this evening of the doctrine of
the Virgin Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ—a doctrine
which is everywhere being assailed, and which, by many,
is said to be no. necessary part of Evangelical faith.
Those who contend earnestly for the faith once for all
delivered to the saints, are described very often as con-

- tentious persons. We are contentious in the sense that

we contend for the faith. We are described, too, as dis-
turbers of the peace; but what are the facts of the case?
We have fallen into the habit of describing the deniers
of the faith as “modernists”.
week off from other duties, to see if I could find in any
dictionary a name that would be more fitting. I think
the term “modernist” is altogether too complimentary.
I do not think it carries with it all that ought to be em-
bodied in the name that is given to this present movement
in opposition to Evangelical truth. We might, perhaps,
more appropriately describe those who would destroy the
foundation of things as insurgents, as insurrectionists,

" as rebels, for they are not the King's loyal subjects—as

theological revolutionaries—or, if you like, as theological
bolshevists ; because this thing that calls itself Modernism
is anything but progressive: it is the philosophy of re-
ligious reactionaries; it is a movement that, so far from

delivering us into a larger liberty, would carry us back -

again into the darkness of the middle ages, or, indeed,
into the outer darkness of paganism itself. I say, those
of us who contend for the faith are described as dis-
turbers of the peace sometimes. There was an editorial
in one of the city papers during the week on the conflict
between ‘Fundamentalism and Modernism, in which the
writer paid me the compliment of quoting something I
had said. And, in that connection, he said that this
conflict was being waged with much bitterness. He oug‘h‘t
to be a little more careful of his terms. There is no
bitterness necessarily involved in strong speec‘h although

‘the man who speaks plainly of this issue is in danger,

I suppose, of being misunderstood. I said in New York
the other day that, so far as I was concerned, I refused
absolutely to fraternize with those who denied the Deity
of my Lord; I would accord them no recognition as
Christian teachers or even as Christians—that I would
refuse to number them among my friends, nor would
1 eat their bread. .Is that what you call “bitter” speech?
Can you imagine any of the disciples breaking bread with
Judas Iscariot after that terrible act of his? Can you
imagine anyone who knew and loved the Lord Jesus
extending the hand of fellowship to Pontius Pilate—the
man who ‘washed his hands in innocené¢y, and said. “I

.will have nothing to do with it”? It was even necessary

for Peter himself publicly to confess his allegiance to
Christ, and imptlicitly to acknowledge his fanlt, before he
was restored to-the full confidence of his fellow-disciples.

Before the war, Lord Roberts frequently warned Great

I have felt like taking a °*

Britain that she was in danger, and that it was necessary
that she should arm, that she should be careful of her
defences; and everywhere he was described as a mili-
tarist, as a man who loved war. Probably there was not
a man in the world at that time who knew what war was
better than Lord Roberts; nor, therefore, who hated war
more intensely; but he had sense enough to face the
facts of the international situation, and he warned his
country, as a true patriot, not to shut its eyes to the
impending danger.

In the Spring of the year in which the war broke out,
I was travelling to Ottawa, and I met a gentleman who
had’ been Speaker in the House of Commons.

House of Commons, opposing our making any contribu-
tion to imperial, naval, or military defence. I did not
read the speech then, but I said; “Give me .the gist of
it.” “Well, it is simply this,” he said, “that human nature
has changed, and that war on a large scale is now im-
possible.” I said, “What do you make of a man like

Lord Roberts?” ‘“Oh, he has war on the brain,” he said;-

“he is a professional soldier, he loves fighting, and that
is why he talks like that.” “Well,” I said, “what do you
make of the great editors of the leading London dailies,
for instance—men who ought to feel something of the
responsibility of their position, who are constantly warn-
ing the country of -the peril to which they believe we
stand exposed?’ *“Oh,” he said, “they are simply in the
pay of the Armament Trust.” I then told him that I was
present in the British, House of Commons just the year
before, when I heard some man deliver a speech in eriti-
cism of the government’s proposals for the expenditure
on armaments, and ‘he declared that it was a waste of
money, that it wis a disgrace to a civilized country to
appropriate so much money for the army and navy. After
he had delivered his speech, I heard Mr. Lloyd George
reply, and in his reply he said in effect: This gentleman’s
speech reflects great credif upon his sentiments, upon
his feeling toward other nations, and he w1shed very
much that he could join with him in believing that there
was no danger; but he said that those who were charged
with the responsibility of maintaining the inviolability
of His Majesty’s dominions could promise no reduction.
“We regret fo have to tell the country,” he said, “that
so far ‘as we are able to judge of the present srtuatlon,

He took'
from his bag a speech which he had delivered in the -

-

we shall probably have to spend much more money in the

future in national defence And I said to my friend
on the Ottawa train, “What do you make of a man like
Lloyd George? He was looked upon as a pacifist at one
time. During the Boer War he boldly avowed his opposi-
tion to that campaign.” “Oh,” he said, “he is in the
same category. He, too, is in the pay of the Armament

Trust.” I then said to him, “If that be true, that these-.

great editors and leading statesmen and soldiers are in
the pay of an Armament Trust, if there is such a trust,
it is the most damning characterization of human nature
I have ever heard in my life, and you had better get
ready for war.” That was in April, 1914, In 1917 1
made a few political speeches, the only political speeches
I ever made in my life; but I was especially asked to go
and stand on the platform beside this man who had said
there would be -no war, and plead for his election in
order that he might reinforce the government in prose-
cuting the war to victory. And I itold the audience on

about war.

.that occasion of the talk I had had with this ex-Speaker
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.- put.on the whole armour of

ey

- . (‘

What has thls to do thh t’he subJect 'before us'! Slmply
thls ‘that, the day will: core,: :and it is not. far distant,
.. when' multltudes of Christian people will -awake 10 a
,réalization ‘and ‘a ‘récognition of the fact that the people’~:
called ‘Fundamentalists have ‘been the “seers; .they have
"seen the sword coming; -they. kriow.the" lmpllcatlon& of -

thxs assaul.t upon, ‘the fouridations of the faith,-and are

calhng upon the cltlzens of : the. heavenly Jeriisalem to.
_Grod that-the

". gl .T

to stand in the evil'day.”,

- We are told that the doctrme of the ~V1rgm-Blrth for
1nstance, is no necessary part of«Evangehcal faith. ’That

o .' » i8 &' favourite, posltlon of Modermsts - Théy,. of .course,

-.do.not.take . the posrtmn -of openly denymg the: Delty of

Evangehcal tigth ;-but they sayvthere are. certam parts

“.- of .what is- called “the- .gospel. that ‘donot belong’ to .a,

" . modern man’s 'thlnkmg One of them says, “The v1rgin

- :,

.

[ last’ Modermst hads “been buried. and. forgotten

-birth involves a. blologlcal ‘miraclé whlch is unthinkable ..
to the. modern -mind.” - Now,- does it matter? That" 18"
my point this’ evemng I have ‘said agam and aga'm that
. T have no fear for. thls ‘Bible.:
from that. Brble, if.the Lord’ tarries, centurles -after-the:
This is
_ “the word of God, which liveth angd . abldeth forever.”. We'

have no fear about that; and, as-a matter of fact, if it~

" were possl'ble to gather” every “single copy .of this:Book

. an'dv make one great bonfire ‘of it so:that. _there _should..

“not” bé left anywhére’ upon: earth a: sohtary copy. of . the:

' _- Word of God, Godrcould produceu't agdin the niext morn- < wolves? . Not for a'minute'!

-.-ing- w1thout -one jot:or tittle omitted, for He has-a copy

'Whlch He keeps Hlmself “Forever O Lord., thy. word ls«

callmg themselves professors and college presldents the
" Word of'the Lord stands: -But; I'say, it is'well for i1s'to

.' ask; how" miich we-cafi ' wisely: surrender, .or whether We

A can surrender anythmg in .the mterests of peace

T‘he attltude of a great many people w slmply thls

" I believe the “Bible; and- Fbelieve the-great:hody of truth. .

~which: Evangellcal Chrlstlamty has -always- represented;

' But, then, '1s theré’ not .seine ‘halfway- place ‘of m‘eetmg’

of ‘the doctrme of .the

en bemg/wﬂhng-to surrender this, that, and the other thing, - ,There {5"oné advantage, - at least, to a” congregatlon in-

L4

: ,Can we ot somehow ,oF afigther;“hayeipeace? "Why this.
' contentlon_about the thirigs, of God?. I° remind you. that- |

el wag given'to, the world in conten'tlon Paul dis- .

"-puted mmthe synagogue he’ argued “he. debated the great . to
-haturalism. "If is simply the natural againgt’ the super-

fundamentals of the faith with those who' held ‘contrary

. opinions, and trusted. to’ the"power,.of thé Holy~ Ghost to--
© carry’ “that truth. ‘to the hearts«eof thé'people: - In the days - V.
~when “the: Church ‘wag" worthy to."be_ called. al m111t:ant'2=-
..Ghurch it had vietories.to its credit; but nowadays we are-;..,
told that if there is’ any Way by whlch we can malntam",'

do it.-.

-some -of these mén will know if they live'to ‘be as old-as
Methuselah He had the gift of splrltual ’d.lscernment‘
and in one of-his great addresses on this downgrade con-
troversy. long’ ago, ‘whien, thoge whom: we -call Modermsts
had taken. posltlons whlch would be classed’ today almogt:
“as- conservatxve, Spurgeon dealing. thh this. principle of -~

- Ini"-order.-t0 - placate- the enemy, said®: “Yonder, gallopmg

' over the'plalns of Russla there is ‘a slelgh drawn 'by mx

j ’ upon these two 'horses

“Menwill' b&' presching. ~

--truth And they are dusposed to say, “Now, i Ty.ou w1ll ~

rgm Burt!h by all means let us.-

. Tam remmded of the great presclence of that man of. -
: God C.H; Spurgeon who' knew ‘more in five nunutes than.

B DL

or elgh.t 'horses. A pack of hungry wolves arein pursuxt
The drlver laghes his horses in an: endeavour to make
headway and get aWay from the devourers

moment and cut: loose two, of the, horses and leave them 3
They do 50; they take off the flfst team,

to bhe wolves

But when they 'have_ orged
"-themselves with them they’ Hear them-in full cry’again:
- Again-they are-being: outclassed in speed and they: decide *
to cut “off-another two -horses. And so " they- turn: Jback
" two more, and: g6-on with- the remaining. four. Presently
the wolves gain on. them again, and now they make - the: -

leavmg only two horses harnessed to’ the slexgh i
the driver_ urges' 'lus horses on. and they gallop’ along
th what remammg strength they have; but thelr—

only two horses left. What shall this dr1ver do; "-.a»l)o"
Why, man,.'do’ the only thing now poss1ble, throw out
your-w1fe, of coursg!” Exactly! - >
What are we to do? Give up the msplratlon o Scrip-,
ture" . Give up the Virgin Birth? Give up theJDelty -of- ¢
Christ?  Give up the Vicarious Atonement" Gwé' up- the
doctrme of - the-Resurrectlon" Give up the : doctrme ‘of
'the New- Bi¥th? - Give up the promise of .His" -commg-
“again?-.-Give up “everything,” and_throw it"all*’ to-the, )
We might as well: -§top: flrst-
--ag; last. There -f8.apoint 'beyond which we" cannot- 26;;
and I shall endeavour-'to show you, ‘by g1v1ng ou"the'

body of Evangehcal tru‘th

Let me remmd you, my friends, that bhe Moderrust
are not especially concerned with the Virgin Blrth alone
they direct -their, attacks .upon. that, upon the: msrplrat'lon
“of Scr1p"oure, upon. the Delty of Christ, upon fhe: Secon
‘Coming:of ° ‘Christ, or. some . other -agpect™of Evangellcal

-~

yield us this, ‘we will be content.” But: any'body who .
“KrigWs. the” hlstory of this.movement,. anyfbody -who is at:
all conversant with the currents of- the tlme, knows tha\; )
the dlfflcultyrls, .t’hat “the.type ‘of. mind that ig opposed
to_the: Vlrgm Birth is opposed to évery. doctrme of. 81 super-
hatural. And when they say that the: v1rg‘uf*' bwth dn- #ys '
| X e A . G t od- "
- efn, nitid, I.say; “Yeés; only I would like: to change one- .
‘_word 1t mvolves a 'blologlcal mlracle unthmkabl_e to

i I suppose I ought to stop  now. _ §
iresort in-g Sermon even: to such technicalities’: as perhaps :
are allowa‘ble in “a lecture, nor can. one deal W1th ‘a sub—

volumes 'have been wrrtten, and upon which: volumes more .
-may- yet be. written: Will you' allow me_ to" say thls"

havmg ‘the “messages of the pulpit prmted 'forflf a‘man.
glves 'the result of years of thmkmg, 1't 'ls not »hkely ',that
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L the average hearer will grasp all that is sald in one hear—
- ‘_.ing. Hé gets ‘the.impression, he .rémembers much but "'

- . he goes away, if he-has been' ‘interested at-all, “saying,
“I wonder what the speaker meant 'by such a statemen't"

© = T wonder.what was the conneétion?” I wish I could recall
-« ' exactly what he said. i .But whern 4t'is reported and
. :'._wntten. down, you can take and study it. - I hope you
-+ will- take “that message-of' last” Sunday - gvening—a. very .
-&implé statément; but I-want. you te:think of: that:which::.

Cathohcllm Study it for yourself, and th1nk it out’ for
. vyourself And do the’ same: t‘hmg w1th thls,subJect

I

S Now, let me state thls s1mple propos1t1on THAT THE
: '.NEW TESTAMENT AFFIRMS AND NOWHERE ‘CONTRADICTS. -
... THE DOCTRINE OF THE VIRGIN BRTH. It is set, forth in
- detail, of course, in ‘the' gospels of “Matthew and Luke,
+ and if you carefully study those two narratives you- will ’

put the two- together- you- w111 find they are. in perfect
. agreement and they complement ‘each other. Now, we™

. does not necessanly preclude the -possibility of the Writ-"
: .. mer'y réceiving information from human sources; inspira-
. -_ t1on 1does not ‘necessarily require that every word .of that -
whlch is ertten should: be dlrectly ‘réceived by .divine -
commumcatlon it does require that in the writing of
that record the writer. should be -so, completely. directed
by the Holy ‘Spirit that he would write.exactly what’ God -
w1lled should be written. But he.may have received his
1nformat1on ‘respecting. certain’ matters through human
channels ‘Where did Matthew - and-Luke ‘get Aheir .in-
formatlon a‘bout ‘the v1rg1n birth? ~ That sacred - secret
belonged to-two people: it nbelonged to: Joseph .and to:
.- Mary herself-—and to -nobody else, excepft as they learned
..it: ffom their lips, unless, indeed, by dlrect divine com- -
e mumcatxon Andl I do not thlnk it. requlres ‘a very. keen

story of the 'blrth of our Lord, that Matthew is wrrtlng
that storx from Joseph’s stand'pomt It 100ks--‘.as

thmgs, andr Joseph hag. 'told ‘him.of rhls fears,,

“came,to. h‘1m and-explained it all.
Z.t0 read th1s miatchless story contained in Luke’s: gospel—

W _"tlon wfhet‘her you can flnd a subhmer passage in lrtera

_ has” commumcated her secret. -~ And. these two Wnters
* ' write: as they have learned it.. - ¢ S

Into: the detalls- of that I cannot £go, except to say'thls

-ral parts of:the gospels. You cannot delete that story from,
. Matthew or from Luke. without invalidating . the -whole -
"gospel ‘narrative.- There is the same authon'ty for that-

* -~ag’theré’is for any word in the gospel There is no part
T -'of erther._of these gospels that is_more" fxrmly settled
T that is moré generally attested, than tthe fact that these

: b1rth-stor1es of Jesus, in the oldest manuscnpts, are part -

" . differentiates Evangelical- Chr1st1an1ty from- Roman -

T Hls baptlsm Jbut how does he’ begln"
“- of.:the-gospel Bf Jesus Christ, the! "Son of God ”
we are Justlfled in saying that rt is there. by 1mp11catlon' »

] de they are mutually complementary One evangehst :
- records what another has omLtted to mention; but if you-

" believe in the inspiration of Seripture, but 1nsp1ratlon .

though .

-hlmself*was\shocked at a, certaln dlscovery, untll God .
Then, when' you come -

" “and: for beauty of -expression and noble, ret1cence, T ques-

story of .Tuke -you will find: that Luke is wr1tmg from“'
: 'the standpomt of Mary. .Mary has: opernied: her«heart Sh

- 'that fhese stories of the 3 virgin birth- of Christ | are integ- .

the v1rgm 'b1rth a. fundamental tha-t the apostles never
preached Lt that only, two evangehstsxrecord. it that if ~
1t had been' 50 1mportant a matter, it certainly would be -
m all” the gospels. It is.not necessary that God should
..8ay. anythmg more. than once In. the begmnmg He said, -
“Let there be Tight: and there was light.” He did not
. need to repeat it, and, if that be the Word of God, it is.
quite enough for me to-have the’ complete story wntten
-once, without ‘having it-written-over.ard over agaim.-"* - r

Take Mark’s gospel. Mark does not. say one word about "
-the’ early .years of Jegus. He does not refer to thé 1nfancy
.of J esus at.all.. He begins with H1s pubhc.mm1stry, with™
“The ‘begmnmg
* Surely -.

Then, when we, come to John’s gospel ‘oh, whit a won-"
derful word . that is! Somebody says, “But John | did
not ‘say anyt‘hmg about the. virgin: b1rt » No: but do
you remember that, onythe..cross the dymg Sav1our lookéd .
- -at- His mother and at John, and‘He said: “Woman, behold
n!  Then saith he to .-the ‘disciple, Behold Jthy
mother} . And from that hour that dusclple took- her -
_unto his.own home.” .Don’t you ﬂhlnk that somehow or
another the' sacred secrét came out? ‘How does he be-
" gin? “In-the beginning was the_ Word and--the- Word
was with /God, and 'the Word was ‘God.  The samé was
in the beginning with God " Al things were made, 'by
“him; and wrthout h1m was’ not any thmg ‘made that was.
made. “In him was hfe, -and the life was the light of
nien.. And the hght s‘hlneth in- darkress; and-the dark-
- ness’ comprehended jt-rot.” I§ John: speakmg of -a: mere
-'mar, think you,in these words?: “And you¥ remember how
he goes on; “He came unto his own, -and ‘his own, received
“him- not ‘But a8’ many’ as recelved hlm, to them gave he - :
*{+ power -to’ become the sons- of, God even to them that be-
lieve ‘on his name; which was 'born, mot, of ‘bloods RV’

Marg) nor-‘of- the will- of 'the .flesh, .nor .of the will.of . . - '

‘man,.. but- of God”- 'He says .that those* ‘who received °

.Jesus weré born from above; -and"that “That. which.-is O

‘born of-the flesh s’ flesh’; and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit.” .. And in that, ‘matchless chapter, the

llps of -Jesus the. great “doctring ‘that . 1nasmuch as Nico- .

s el

also be"born ‘gf*the Splrll‘. P : :
eWhy ‘was -it*riot: ‘necessary for Jesus to be 'born a"
Why"\ Because He was begotten of thé Holy_ Ghost. ..
‘was' hiiman,. but- He was. divine;: - He 'was both® God. and
+«man, And.this marvellous mlracle which John in his
flrst chapter mslsts must. take place in--the experience
of every one who_ recelves Jesus. 'had_ already taken place.
in- the+ -experience “of Jesus Himself, because He:was born
frpm aboye: ““The:Holy -Ghost ‘shall come’ upon- thee,: and

- the power of.the nghest shall overshadow 'thee there- fol

" fore also that holy thmg' which' shall be born of thee shall

what ‘does he mean‘7 “The Word was .made flesh, and '
tabernacled among us-(and we- beheld his glory, the g\lory
as of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace and'
truth.” And-then, if you will follow all the way . through
John’s gospel, as through Mark’s, you ‘will find that if .
m 80 many words the virgin blrth 1is not stated, it'is
certamly there by 1mp11catlon, -and one cannot by the

‘wildest stretch of ‘the 1magmat1on, it seems to ‘me, ‘eon-.- e

-, angd parcel of Matthew’s gospel-and Luke’s" ‘gospel, 'and if - clude that’ ‘Mark or John, has said a smgle word. that is

l you “deleté them:you may. delete everythmg in those two
v ,gospels

Dr Fosdlck 8ays, that the. apostles never. made™

contrary 'to the two ‘récords’ we\'have in% Matthew and
Luke whlch declare that Jesus was wrgln 'born - ;

\ . . . . . L . o ’.‘-"_ .

.' X (5,75)"_9.
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N

= third of. John,” John records as havmg come from -the

:demus’ and -all- like- him were born ‘of the flesh they must' L

S

“be called the Son of God.”" ““Tha Word was made flesh”— .-

v
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But these men say ‘that the apostles did not make it a
fundamental of the faith, and that Paul had nothing to

- say on this subject. I am not at all sure of that. You

take that.wonderful passage in the first of Romans—
and I will not weary you much longer with these matters

—that wonderful passage in the first of Romans where .

he says he is writing of the gospel of God “concerning
his Son: Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the
seed of David according to the flesh; and declared—or
defined, or proclaimed—to be the Son of God with power,
according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection
from the dead.” Dr. Orr points out in his book on the
Virgin Birth that in the passage which 1 have quoted as

" a text this evening, the definite article-is omitted; that

it is not “the Holy Spirit” but “Holy Spirit shall come
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow
thee.” And a similar phrase occurs here: He “was made
of the seed of David according to the flesh,” and then
He was “declared—defined, proclaimed—to be the Son
of 'God with power, according to Spirit of holiness, by
the resurrection from the dead.” That is to say, the
resurrection from the dead was the revelation of that
fact; but He was the ‘Son of God according, not to the
Spirit of holiness, but according to Spirit of holiness.
He “was made of the seed of David, according to the
flesh,” but ‘the Son of God by “the power of the Highest”
—and that fact was declared, manifested, by His resur-
rection from the dead. Thus, if I had time to take you
through Paul’s Epistles and to reminhd you of the many
times in which he refers to the pre-existence of our Lord
Jesus, God sending His Son into the world, and saying
that he was made of a woman, made under the law to
redeem those which were under the law, I think I could
show you that implicitly the déetrine of the Virgin Birth
runs all through Paul’s .epistles.

Take, for example, the fifth chapter of Romans, which

I referred to in our baptismal service this evening. Paul -

there plainly declares that “as by one man sin entered

into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed

upont all men, for that all have sinned.” There is no
/exception to it in Paul’s theology: he speaks of Jesus as
the second Adam, the Lord from heaven, exempted from
the stain of sin, coming into the world as no other man
did ever come into the world. If I carry you forward

“into the Epistle to the Hebrews—“He took not on him

‘the mature of angels; but he took on him the seed of
Abraham”—He ‘took on Him deliberately the seed of
Abraham, identified Himself with us. )

1

JIL -

Let me ask this question: WHAT PRACTICAL BEARING,
AFTER ALL, Has THIS DocTRINE UPON THE BoDY OF
TRUTH WHICH WE ARE TO BELIEVE IF WE ARE TO BE
SAvED? — ) o .

We are represented, ‘particularly in newspapers; some-
times,' as men who are quarrelling over shibboleths,
striving about words to no profit. But, my friend, these
words represent certain truths. If you are -entering into
a contract, if you are buying a house, for instance, when
the lawyer puts the title deed before you, you say, “Wait

a minute, I mulst get my glasses.” And if he says, “Don’t -

bother about the words,” you reply, “I must see what
I am going to sign, These words mean something, not
as words, but they represent certain obligations I as-
sume.” Our Lord Jesus said: “Every idle word that man

shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day

of judgment. For by, thy words thou shalt be justified,
and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.” We need,
therefore, to be careful of our words. We are not striving
about mere words, but we are trying to strive for the

“body of truth which these words represent. We are not

thinking of a dead Christ, of some historical figure. One
brother got up last night in our prayer meeting and read

.an excerpt from a speech delivered in Lohdon in 1888—

something about the Jews and their persecution in the

.Russian Empire. The trouble with it all was, that the
Jews who were then persecuted were.dead, the Russian

Empire was no longer, and the man who made. the speech
had passed away. We are not talking about something
that belongs to the dim and distant past; we are talking
about something that is of vital interest to every be-
liever today. What vital relation has the doctrine of the
Virgin Birth to the body of Evangelical truth?

In the first place, If you reject the doctrine of the
Virgin Birth you reject the inspiration and authority of
Seripture. Is that anything? It is impossible for any
man to call that in question without denying the divine
authority of the Book that records the fact. '‘Of course,
when he has done ‘that, -he has paved the way for the
denial of everything. Anybody can understand that.

There it is in Matthew and Luke, plainly stated;. implied -

through the whole New Testament; declared, I _omitted
to say, in Matthew, to be ‘the fulfilment of prophecy:,
“A virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call
his name Emmanuel—God with us.” Thus, you not only-
deny the inspiration and authority of the New Testa-
ment, but of the Old as well. So far as I am concerned,
I part company absolutely with the man who does that.
I would put him out of any pulpit if I could. The.man

who denies the inspiration and authority of the Bible

has no business in any Christian pulpit; he has no right
in any Christian college as a teacher. And I will tryto .
make it easy for him to get out and to make it as difficult
as possible for him to stay in. .

What else? What relation has that to the person of
our Lord? If He was the son of Joseph and Mary, what
then? . What bearing has that upon His sinlessness?
How can He possibly escape the taint of sin? I do not
mean to say that the Virgin Birth nécessarily itself im-

plies sinlessness. In order fo effect that, the Roman_

Catholics have invented the doctrine of the Immaculate

-Conception: they have taught that Mary herself was

sinless; but that only puts the matter back another gen-
eration. - All have sinned — Mary included; but “The
Holy 'Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the
Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy
thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son
of God.” A miracle!’ Of course, it is a miracle, but how
else could Jesus have escaped the taint of sin? That He
was sinless, there is no' question, but, my friend, had I
time I could point out to you that this affects the whole
record of His life. Let it be sufficient to say that the

_gospels represent the Lord Jesus as a supernatural Per-

son from beginning to end, supernatural in the sense
that He was free from sin as no other man was free
from sin; His birth, according to the record, was.accom-
panied by supernatural manifestations — the star, the
angel; not the birth- of a man only; it was the birth of
a God. “This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana
of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his dis-
ciples believed on him.” As Dr. Orr points out, there
are some who are fond of saying that John did not teach
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the doctrine of the Virgin Birth; Mary had “kept all

these sayings in her heart.” Mary knew that this child
of hers was superhuman, that He was more than a nat-
ural child: what He was she may not clearly have under-
stood, but she kept these sayings in her heart. She was
always wondering what would come of that Boy of hers.
When in the beginning of His ministry He came to that

marriage feast, “and when they wanted wine, the mother’

of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine. Jesus saith
unto her, Woman, what have I'to do with thee? mine hour
is' not yet come. His mother saith unto the servants,
Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.” Oh, I think just
at that moment Mary wanted to tell her secret. She knew
the power that flowed from those fingers, that life itself
would spring from that word of His. How and to what
extent, she did not know. But it is John who records

‘her as almost standing back in awe and wonder to see

what this marvellous Son of hers would do.

What bearing hag it upon His miracles? Granted that
He was supernaturally born, miracles are qu1te explie-
able. I do not mean to say the Virgin Birth is necessary
to the record of miracles. Elijah performed miracles,
8o did Elisha and the apostles.

But it does have a bearing upon His death. What was
the meaning of His death? What was the meaning of
His resurrection? In a word, it seems it is necessarily
involved in the whole doctrine of the Incarnatlon, and
the doctrine of Reeonciliation, that “God was in Christ
reconciling the world unto himself.” And let me remind
you that whoever puts his finger upon that doctrine, and
professes a rejection of that as ‘well as any other aspect
of the supernatural life of our Lord, that it is not that
particular doctrine he is assailing, but the carnal mind
is in rebellion against the whole revelation of ‘God in
Christ. It is not a question whether we are to have a
Christ Who was virgin born or not virgin born; the whole
question is whether ultimately we are to have any Chriat
at all; whether we are to have a revelation from God,
or a light from heaven.

Well, my friend, it not only affects the Person of
Christ, the Deity of Christ, and His atoning work, but
it affects your personal experience as a Christian. “Well,
I just changed my mind, I changed. my religious opin-
ions, and I came to accept things I had formerly re-
jected.” 1If it was but a change of mind, you have never
been saved It is “with the heart man believeth . unto
nghteousness. And if I were to ask you to tell me just
now what happened, I think, first of all, there would be
a profound silence, and if I could take you one by one,
you would say, “Pastor, I would like to have a month to
think about it, ‘because something happened that I can-
not easily explain.” ‘““The wind bloweth where'it listeth,
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one
that is born of the Spirit.” The miracle of the virgin
birth was repeated in your conversion. The miracle of
the virgin birth is no greater miracle than the conversion
of the soul dead in trespasses and in sins; and it takes
God to do both. You will always find that those who
attack the doctrine of the Virgin Birth attack the whole
_body of Evangelical truth; they attack the doctrine of
sin and regeneration — the whole matter of Christian
experience, and they leave wus utterly out -in the
wilderness.

I want you to remember, therefore, that these things
are of practical importance, and thdt we do not propose

to let the men who have removed themselves from the
actualities of life to discuss these things in theoretical
fashion before_their classes in class-rooms, to have it all
their own way, because if some of these gentlemen would
try their theories out on the poor man who needs help,
who is dead in trespasses and in sins, they would find
it would not do. We need an almighty Saviour; we need
a supernatural Saviour; we all need the power of the
Holy Ghost to oyershadow us. What is salvation? Not
a change of mind only; not a change of religious opinion,
but “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” There is no other
hope of glory but that Christ shall be born W1th'1n your
heart.

Thus everything is at stake, but we are glad that some
of us have not any doubt about it. I like to make my
confession of faith sometimes. This is a grand old Book.
I have no doubt whatever of its inspiration. When I
come upon a subject such as I have been discussing this
evening, and "begin to look into ‘the marvellous depths
of God’s Word, I feel like saying that if God Himself

‘did not write this Book it must have been written by a

lot of clever men; that if some of those men who call
themselves “scholars” can.get men to 'discuss what they
have written for twenty centuries together and keep at
it, they may be entitled to a little respect. Their books
wear out and pass away. A man who used to be a deacon
here, our late brother, G. R. Roberts, told me that after
vxsrtmg the British and Foreign Bible Society book store
in London he went into a great publishing house one day.
He was up on the top floor and he saw a man wheeling
load after load of well-bound books, coming to a chute, .
and upsetting the books, so that the books went down to
the basement. ‘On enquiring what the man was doing,
he was told that he was sending those books back to the
paper manufacturer to be ground all over again into
paper. They were no good. They were out-of-date.
Nobody would buy them. When he asked what the books
were he was told they were copies of Colenso, on the
Pentateuch—one of the first of the modern higher critics.
“But,” Brother Roberts said, “over in the Bible Society
I did not see them_sending the Bibles back to be ground
up into paper.” Oh, no; the Bible is still here, and you
had better believe it. What then, does the story of the
virgin birth mean?

That God came down, was begotten of the Holy ‘Ghost,
born of a virgin, lived our life for us, died our death
for us, went down into the “grave for us, came out in
resurrection power and glory, ascended into the heavens,
commissioned His disciples to go to all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature, to bid every poor
sinner to look to the Cross, and believe and rest upon the
promise of God, Who cannot lie; and to believe not only

‘that our sins are forglven, but that some day these bodies

of ours will rise again in the Iikeness of His body, g]orl-
fied, separated from sin, and that He Himself will again
come down the skies. For my part, I am going to stand
by that old Book. There is nothing else worth preachmg.
and it is because I beliewe it to be true than I want
everybody else in the world to believe it too.

I want somebody to believe it tonight. Hear this testi-
mony ‘in the Name of the Lord. It is a true Gospel, and
Jesus will be your Saviour, but if you do not yield to
Him, He will be your Judge. 'Jesus is coming again.
May we all be numbered among those who love His
appearing.
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“in, Spam: where ‘they existed under othér réglmes, al: ~ "given their opinion on the matter; And yet Franco has
. .though they. .are necessar1ly few-in" number sin-view -of - declared ‘Protestant Churches ex1st in ‘the same places
‘the -fact that the religion of almost. all ‘Spaniards is. the -in Spain as theyexisted undér other:régimes!’ _
..Catholic rehglon, and the majority- of those who -do. not . “The-schools," too, are closed, “without the shghtest 'hope
i profess it are atheists:, "The numibér,of Protestants is-  6f being Opened while:the law ‘on ediication rémains un-
* therefore limjted to foreign districts or to those of. for- - .changed. - It_is" a pity to_see these ‘marvellous ingtru-" * -
- eign origin, or to those Who. have llved' foi’a long tlme - ments. of -work tiseless; ‘while so-many parents say-to us:

outslde of Spain.”® -« . .%, »: v If you're-opeh your schools we should: be very happy to
" .7 To the Editor: and Pubhsher of r_p;,,e M,m,,., e T send. our children to.you!’ .Bu} they say it in-secret’ for .
Lo_s Angeles: - - - ,'- R 'f- it is better- that that should nof be repeated to the- Wrong

. T asked the . Caudlllo what were, at the” present persons - LT
tlme, the .relations “between: Spain'. and* the -Vatican.” 5 - Here: is'a plcture °f "the Tast; home we visited before .- " -

- "“Thoge fitting for a. .Catholic -natlon ‘which; thanks to the - “returning to France. ‘In the dining room, a large poster -

" national movehient; 'has seen -its"spiritual ‘values: reborn,' ‘affirms: ‘I can. dO all things through. ‘Christ.,which
. “and:in. which a free.and independent ‘¢hurch. may’ fulfill strengﬁheneth me.! And that js indéed the experience of
lts _misgion wrthout the - slightest - mterference on the - ~this father and this mother, whose two sons.were shot..
.+ part- of ‘the;:state;.which ‘in"its législation i§ inspired for = Their-heart.is: - bleeding;. butitheir faith consoles ‘theri.
“its_ part, by Catholic orthodoxy, ‘replied: the General » -One. of their. daug*hters was, not. able to be marned aes
(Madrld June7 1950, ABC) W S L cordmg to, c1v1l~law-'alﬁhough ‘the’ marnage was Il?r-
R Vol --L_ formedwaccordlng “to 'ther Protestant ceremony ef
Al . To a Pllgnmage from Colombla and Venezuel’ .:children are consxdered .as: 1lleg1t1mate Her, husband
Tt g8 g ‘genuire* Joy= and 4. satlsfactlon Aforst every . had .been "baptizedra Cathélic: as’ a.child: and-retains the
Spamard to' see.you on Spanish soil wfhere you brmg the ‘‘ifidelible mark’. Although’ he became ‘a'Protestant. in- o
s liter: years; the.state: continues*-to. conslder ‘him as a Lo Lo {
You'£ind. here.the samé- Spain of . the 15“‘ ‘and 16th “Catholic and. will not’ Yecognize any. ‘other, marriage for L5y
. centurles whlch XKindled: ~our ‘faith, the.same-Spain,. notc :‘hifn’ than that performed accordmg 40 Canon Taw, that. ©
. d.ecadent and calumnlated but Spaln ebemal and l‘e- . is to say’ blessed by a. pr]est Thls SItuatlon en'talls

‘.many difficulties and.material disadvantages'.for ‘the . _i ,'23- r

L

T the_truth as it-did, at T¥ent.; *"hew Household. But- again, the motto holds true, T can o
. “Tt iy not, that | we are 1ntrans1geant for 11fe, seemg that do..all ‘things threiigh Christ’ ‘which strengthene‘th me’. "
as Cathohcs we havea deeply rooted “senitimént: of-com- It is py the grace: of God that they- fmd the’ strength to . T
- .'-prehensmn and tolerance;- but that does. not mean-that |ive from-day to day. “And in' family” worship, in ‘which* ¥~
we are' disposed to compromise oir' basic questions-which - we joined before saying farewell,, we felt lifted up to '
threaten .our faith, because in these questions we ‘can-  the. heavenly places where our. ‘friends contmually dwell »
not nor ‘will-not compromise. Compromis'e' is -for thosé D
."who have not sufficient force to overcome their'énemy. . The Same Spain- as in, Inqulsmon Days-» . .- S
Such come to terms ‘when victory 'is -not possible, but" It is not necessary to poinf out the'contradiction be. . - - Lo

~when" it is posslble .to\obtam the v1ctory, there 1s' no ‘tween thie assurances of 11berty coming from Franco and g

-réaspn to- come to. terms.: s ol the actual cond1t1ons of - Spamsh Protestants as’ re-' e
"‘When natlonsl have recelved from God the advan'tage “colinted’by a flrst-hand witness. . Official"statements of -

: ~'-__.".of possessmg_a smgle faith, ahd. when they all. gpeak the “policy-are- always to. be 1nterpreted in the light of their
. language of the true rellglon no concesslon can be made’ actual outworkmgs, and in. thls -case .the fair - words of -
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'the Spanlsh d1ctator, the 'last remammg\ ally of H1tler ‘ places us on ‘trusting. ground No arnount of scourglng. .

r and Mussohm, aré not, worth véry - -much. . Over: and above
. this;-it.is mterestlng to .note’ the ’self-con‘trad.lctmns in
" _the statemeits of. General Franco On-the .one hand he-
_ . speaks:_of- the 1nf1n1tes1mal1y small number of Protes- -
- tants, and yet’ confesses that the maJonty of.those. who
-Is.he proud .
" of Spanigh athelsm, always an. 1nd1genous product of -
“Romé, or does. he mean to suggest that a Protestant is’

- "do'not profess to- ‘be Catholics are “atheists”.

| Worse- than an ‘atheist ? Again, “while rafflrmmg that
"Spain_ is a ‘Catholic _country, the ‘same _as ‘when she, “de-
fended her faith-at: Trent—not a battle but a- reactlonary

t)heologlcal counc11 the same. 'Spam that is.celebrated and *
., execratéd on. account of. the: Bloody Inqulsutlon—Franco

assures the.Sguth American ‘pilgrims that" “Comprom1se
“is for those who have’ not suffié¢ient foice to overcome
‘their enemies w-. X This is the very genius .of. the

Inqu1s1tlon in a nutshell: Torquemada himself could not'

- have put it - more aptly nor more crudely.. It is the

_principle’ upon‘ which” Rome_always operates when ghe’

. ’outnimbers. her opponents whether it. is m Spam or

- _——WSW

WHY I AM A PROTESTANT

T IS well for us to ‘review some of the dlstlngulshmg
features of Protestantlsm In order to effect . re-

’ *almost 1, 500 years of ~trad1t10n, authorlty, and organized

. and lashmg of thé soul ip- discipline can bring the Jor-, ,.,'

*'giveness of one sin. The prescnbed Way 1o feceive par-

= don for all sins is found only' in thé hand of faith, reach-

‘ing-up to God’s-hand of pardonlng power: and the clasping

of these two hands brings deliverance. . “The ‘burning -of
-candles, . the: paying. of. ‘money for specxal serv1ces, the . .

‘repetition of pr ayers Jjust for the sakKe of numbers, is not
sufficient to gam ,one moment of divine favor -for the.
. femission of dins. ,
" this miracle, and that remedy 1s apphed only -to the be- .
*lieving heart

3.:I'am a- Protestant because ’I beheve t‘hat there is

edeemmg merit. only .in" Christ’s suffering and death..:..
The Jbookkeepmg system- that -sets ‘the ‘amount. of merit :

‘necessary to be.saved and then proceeds fo hoard all of
‘the merit. above that standard is based -on the 'wrong .
principle. In ‘other words,” certain saints have been
better than was. required.for their salvation, thus’ the

, surplus merit which they, ,accumulated becomes the prop-

-erty of the Church ‘The - content’ of the “treasury of
“merit”. can- be applled by the authority of the Church
to those who are déficient and that will bring the account
into balance.
tof keeplng with "the- thle -appeal of Jesus, He 1ns1sted¢-
- that-we.were to:walk in -all the- light .that we “had, -and:to-
do; less than that was sin.. So if one person has more
goodness than: his nelghbor,\ then~his: responsibility.is--

inereased by ‘that_much. - So instedd of accumulating.a’
surplus he is. only keepmg up with God’s program for his

formalism. To resist this powerful momentum was al-~- |ife, and to do less would bar him from salvation.

"heretlc, and in-turn- quickly -disposed ‘of: “;But Luther,

“placing hlmself in the hands- of - the living God,” was
. able to. successfully carry..on the revolt. againgt Roine. -
-This swas- possible, because- his -political theory rbrought
" .the Elector of Saxony to his aid, and Dbecause his spiritual -
.ideals ‘brought-a great’ following from among the general -
publie.

1. T am-a- Protestant because I believe “m the prlest-
" hood of believers”. I rejoice to know that each believer
‘has been invited to present his personal case at the
~throne of grace. It is not necessary to go through a super-

. For anyone who broke through the -
': .established bounds .of *scholasticism was considered a-

4. I am a Protestant because I believe'in laity par- .
Jticipation in public worshlp The use of.congregational
songs which ‘engage the contribution ‘of. each member ‘of
- the audience will add to the total interest in-thé service:
*Thé exchange -of.experiénces. through-the, medlum of. testl- ’

. monies brings beneflt to. all who are.in the, sérvice; 'The . - -

opportunxty to do- persona'l work in inviting others to.the ..

. alta ‘added .interest in kingdoni building to those
Some of-these religioiis principles constitute the - altar gives n g 4

' subJeot matter of ‘this article.

who are laymen:. Thus, by spreadmg ‘the number of
- those taking part in the worshlp the interest of the con- <
grega'tlon is intensified and a greater varlety of act1v1t1es
-is injected into the service, - -

5. T am a Protestant 'because I ‘beheve that ‘the public -~
worship service ghould be'’ centred’ around the pulpit.

spiritual representative of the 'Church who has a special- To have a service in“the form of a ceremony which prac-’ o

-.corner of-religious power to havé your petitions placed
‘before God.. The proclamatlon has gone forth that.each:’
‘believer is welcomed into the presence of the .Fathei to
" make kriown his own needs and desires. "An ecclesxastlcal
order that has- oertam sp1r1tua1 prerogatives which are
beyond the reach of everyone but those, within the order

"is abolished. Through a levellmg process_all distinctions”
In’ Protes'tantlsm a rellglous de-

have been 'rémoved.
mocracy is established which entitles all’ behevers to-the °
.7same amount’ of spiritual benefits:
. Christian is in’line 'to- recéive as ‘much spiritual’ power
and grace as, any one €lse. . We can all have just as ‘much
of God as we aré.willing to pay-the pr1ce for. .He is now

equally accessible to. evéry person in the same measure:

o 2. 1ama Protestant because I~be11eve in ‘being. “Justl-;
" “fied. by" faith”: -

Falth is:the only medium’ whereby ‘we.

- make the" prov1slons of ‘the-atonement vital to our per-
. sonal lives..
B performmg deeds of rlghteousness whlch purify the soul.

Redemption. does tiot: .come by the Ppenitent -

All of our- effort and strxvmg is of ne aval'l unless it ~

\ '\..
]

The. most™ ordmary-

tically no one understands and to listen to sefipture in
_a foreign tongue which practically no one can interprét is -
“fo lose the dynamic of the gospel. The-reading of the
_ Bible and the exposition of the same is indispénsable in
brmgmg hearts to @ decision angd in providingthe great-

-est amount . of "constructive - materlals ‘for the believer. -
‘The -power of the Word is to, be found only in its direct- - . :
. apphcatmn to ,the. listener as: it .comes 'forth from the. . S
. burning heart of an anointed mlmster *If that ‘pulpit- =" -

centered type of: worshlp is Ilost then the " evangehstlc
férvor which is- so .essential -in- the propagatlon of .the
Gospel is absent.. .This quahty of evangelism must be )
" present if the Church fulfils its obhgatlon to. the world.
6. Iam'a Protestant because T do not’ belleve in the -
1nfa111b111ty of human Judgment ATo set 1ip one person'
“:as being without error and mcapable of makihg: a false‘ :
mterpretartlon is not in keepmg with our human fralltles
and limitations. "'To set up Blbhcal doctrines-so that-a
*“person must accept a certam mterpreta'tlon of necessity
_or be gullty of heresy is gomlg too far 1n trustmg finite

LA
- s

It takes the blood of. Christ to perform . -

Thls supererogatlon of moral umts is-out .~-.-
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judgment. The finest type of devotional character is
developed where an individual believes a certain doctrine
'through divine revelation and is loyal to it because he
gives personal sanction to its meaning.

7. I am a Protestant because I believe that every
believer ‘should combine. the secular and the spiritual
aspects of life into a functioning whole. Instead of let-
ting the priests do only spiritual thinking and the laity
do only secular thinking there should be a working com-
bination of the two fields of thought. The spiritual
should be made practical by the secular and the secular
should be made sacred by the spiritual. These two thought
areas should not be divorced and left in separate com-
partments, but the ideal is to let them- mfluence each
other so that both will be made stronger.

—WENDELL TAYLOR.

FRIENDS OF THE GOSPEL WITNESS

E ARE happy to record that we have received a letter

from anothet United States subscriber enclosing a
cheque for $100.00, 'and only to-day, December 26th, an-
- other letter from Western Canada, enclosing $100.00. We
are profoundly grateful to these good friends for thelr
Christmas gifts to THE GoSPEL WITNESS. These gifts camé
independently of our article in THE GosPeEL WITNESS of last
week, because those gifts were mailed before 'that article
in THE GosPEL WITNESS left Toronto.

During the depression of some years ago when so many
thousands of people were out of employment, and some
weére reduced to dire want, Jarvis Street had a tremendous
job to do’ at ‘Christmas time in sending out hundreds of
baskets, not containing luxuries, but bread, and meat,. and
potatoes, and other necessities of life.

These contributions, to which we have referred, are
received at THE GosPEL WITNESS office dlmost as were those
baskets received by the poor, whose larders and pockets
were empty ;' by which we do not mean that THE GOSPEL
WiITNESS ‘has fallen upon evxl times, for apparently it was
never more popular than it is to-day, and our readers were
never kinder in their expressions of appreciation. Our only
. difficulty is with the ever-increasing publication costs. It
is the only substantial paper we-know which even tries to
maintain an existence without revenue from advertising.
‘But we shall carry on, and live in hope that some one of

the Lord’s stewards, to whom He has entrusted much,
will send us a gift of thousands to relieve the tension.

.

RUTS

The world is full o’ ruts, my boy, -
. Some shaller and some deep;
_And every rut is full of folks as
High as they can heap. : ,

Each one that’s growlin’ in th’ dﬂtch
Ts growlin’ at his fate, .

An’ wishin’ he had got his chance

. Before it was too late. -

They lay it all on some one else, or
Say 'twas just their luck—

They never once consxder that 'twa.s
Caused by lack o' pluck.

But here's the word o’ one that’s lived
Clean through, from soups to nuts;

The Lord don’t send no derricks around
T hyst folks out o’ ruts. !

AMONG THE CHURCHES
By H. C. Slade

Another Church Debt Free .

Under the capable leadership of Rev. W. C. Tompkins, the
Fundamental Baptist Church at Fort William, has attained
unto the enviable position of being debt free. The high-
light of the Annual Business Meeting of the ‘church, held

-a few weeks ago was the burning of the parsonage mort-

gage. The church now owns two valuable properties, well
situated in the busy city of Fort William. A few years
after Mr. Tompkins became pastor, the church bqilldi-ng was
moved to a better location, and in order to accommodate
the growing congregation was later enlarged. Through
the weekly radio broadcast called, “Midweek Meditations”,
which has been carried on for eig-ht’years, the ministry of
this church has been greatly expanded. Literally hundreds
of shut-ins who cannot attend church services, and thou-
sands of unconverted souls throughout the Fort William

_and Port Arthur district are by this-means reached with

the Gospel every week. As a result many have been saved.
Three were baptized a few Sundays ago 'and others will
follow their Lord in this ordinance shortly. Besides meeting
their own local expenses, this congregation has consistently
made generous contnbu’cmns to the missionary projects now
being supported by "The Emergency Missionary and Edu-
cational Committee of the Union. The experience of Fun-
damental Baptist Church is a glowing example of what
can be done by a consecrated leader and a people who are
concerned for the cause of Jesus Christ.

Lanark ~

On a recent Sunday in Lanark, two young ladies re-
sponded to the Gospel invitation to accept Jesus Christ and
to confess Him openly as their Lord and Saviour.

Along with his other pastoral duties, Mr. Duckworth has
been lately making periodical visits to the County Home
and Perth Hospital, where a number have expressed real
interest in ‘the message of salvation. One elderly man
admitted that he was not satisfied and when Mr. Duck-

worth read the Word of God and showed him how Christ |

bore our sins on the cross, this man, who is past-eighty,
accepted the Lord. Although the room was filled with
other people, it did not hinder him in the least from calling
audibly upon the name of the Lord.

The pastor and members of the Lanark Church are
greatly encouraged by the Lord's manifest blessing and

are earnestly praying that these conversions-may be but

the first fruits of a great harvest to follow.

Evangelism Flourishes at Calvary, Ottawa
Pastor D. G. Olley writes:

‘“God has been graciously visiting us in galvation.

Some weeks ago a French-Canadian Roman Catholic,
who had been visited by Rev. W. Wellington, came to
our service and professed to accept Christ as his Sav-

jour. Since ‘then he has been attending the services

regularly.

“A woman came to our services as a result of the
letters we put in the “Ottawa Citizen” in connection with
the persecution at La Sarre and Val d’Or. Though she
knew that Roman Catholicism was the masterpiece of
Satan, she did mot realize that she needed to be born

‘again. It was a joy to see her a little while ago come

to the parsonage expressing her desire to be saved. We
would solicit for her the prayers of God's people, as her
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husband. is 'an ardent Roman Catholic, and is bitterly
opposed to salvation by faith alone in the finished work
of Christ.

“Another young woman, after one of our services, burst
into tears and said thal she wanted to be right with God.
She accepted the Lord and left rejoicing. Sinee that
night she has been a great joy to our hearts.

“Recently we had Mr. Michael Flowers, a coloured
evangelist from the Bahamas, whom the Lord had richly

" blessed in our church in Newtownards, Ireland, conduct

a two weeks’ Campaign in our church. 'God again hon-
oured our brother’s ministry. Souls were saved and
believers led to a closer walk with Him. ,

“It was a great joy, on the closing night of our mission,
to see a mneighbour of the young woman mentioned
above, come along with her and confess that she had
not realized ‘the need of salvation until this young con-
vert had spoken to her of the things of God.” (We just

learned that eight were baptized by Mr. Olley Sunday.

evening, November 26th.—H.C.S.)

Bethany Baptist Church, Harriston
A day of marked blessing was experienced at Bethany
Baptist O_hurch,\ Harriston, recently when the students of
Toronto Baptist Seminary took charge of all the services.
The announcement of their coming to the church was the

' means of bringing in a number of strangers and the result

was a genuine up-lift for the work.

On the Sunday of December 17th, a Jarvis Street Octette
brought special Christmas music and in so doing made a
real contribution to the witness/of the Church.

The prayers of all friends are coveted by the: group at

Harriston, that glory may rebound to the Lord through

its labourers in this community.

Feeding the Hungry at Malartic

Below we print an interesting letter just received from
Pastor Yvon Hurtubise of Malartic, in which he relates
some of the highlights of recent activities on his field at
Malartic. Mr. Hurtubise writes:

“Although we have not been able to get out to the out-
lying places for visitation recently, yet we are glad to re-
port that in our last visit around Amos and Barraute we
found not a few very interesting families. Many said that

they enjoy the radio broadcasts and also the ministry of our’

French paper. It seems a shame not to be able to visit
them oftener. One man, who welcomed us with open arms,
said, ‘We like to hear about the Gospel.’

“The need is very great, both- materially and spiritually.
We thank God for the boxes .of clothing which we have
received. I am planning on going to these distriets again
on Thursday to distribute a few boxes to some of the

"needy families, and also to break to them the bread~of

life.

“As for our work in Malartic 1tself we have found a few
more promising families both French and English, to whom
‘New Testaments have been given. One young chap from
England has been attending our services regularly, but is
not saved yet. In another home, a young Jugo-Slavian
couple, where we have a Bible study almost every week,
bombards me with a new set of questions every time I go.
Their interest is growing, and we pray that soon they will
come to accept Christ as Saviour.

“We especially rejoice in the presence of a young French-
Canadian couple amongst us. They do not miss attending
the services, together with their two little boys. The wo-
man, Mrs. R., accepted a New Testament about three

[N

years ago and has been reading it constantly ever since.
However, her husband showed a great deal of opposition

. and even threatened to burn the Testament and the French

papers, until about four months ago when he came into

- contact with another Frenchman who is interested in the

Gospel and had a long discussion with him. .He then dis-
covered that the Bible not only contained the truth but
is'the truth. Arriving back home he started to read his
wife’s New Testament and was simply amazed at the
truth revealed. It was a pleasant surprise for us to see
‘hiin at Sunday School a few mornings later. This couple
have not yet made an open profession of faith in Christ,
but we feel sure they will soon do so. ~

“Just this past week we came across another interest-
ing case. A man who came from Quebec City to work here,
after working.for two months, was laid-off at the moment
his family -arrived. He was caught here without any work
and a family of seven to support. Being a Roman Catholic
he sought help from the local priest, who literally took
him .by the shoulders and threw him out of his house,
calling him a good-for-nothing. In his distress and dis-
couragement, someone told him he might get help from the
Baptist preacher. We have found that they are also very
deeply interested in spiritual things, and trust that this
little contact might lead to the salvation of these lost and
wandering sheep.”

“THRICE BLEST IS HE”

Thrice blest is he to whom is given
The instinct that can tell
- That God is on the field when He -
Is most invisible.

Then learn to scorn the praise of men,

. And learn to lose with God!

For Jesus woi the world through shame,
And beckons thee His road.

For Right is right, since Gop is Gob;
And Right the day must win!
To doubt would be disloyalty,

To falter would be sin! —FABER.

There i8 a tradition that our Lord, though He often

wept, never smiled. I should like to- know on what that

tradition rests. I know that instead of affecting a
rigorous and austere life, He was found at the ‘tables

- of all sorts of men, so that His enemies called Him a

glutton and a wine-bibber; and instead of discouraging
the harmless festivities of life, He turned water into
wine, that the rejoicings-at the marriage of His friend
might not be abruptly closed.—R. W. DALE.

BOOKS AND BOOKLETS
By DR. T. T. SHIELDS

"Other Litfle Ships" $2.00
Beautifully bound in blue cloth with gilt letters, 280 pages.
"The Plot That Failed"
Special Illustrated Number of Sept. 28 _ ... I | ]
"Russellism or Rutherfordism", 71 [ L — — 2B
“The Papacy in the Light of Senpfuro 2% Pages .o 28 .1
“The Oxforz Group Analyzed™ gg

08

08

“Does Killed in Action Mean Gone to Heaven?" ... .
"The Christian AHtitude Toward Amusements™ ...
"The Sod of All Comfort" :

The .Gospel Witpess
130 Gerrard Sireet East, Toronto 2 - Canada




5 T ET'_: p hesis;* God! uedla supreme command and of Hls Bove

R THE NEXT WEEK END IN J ARVIS S RE -erergn vohtlon worlds came into’ ex1stence T . :

- ~ R more- than a half- century ‘orie of 't‘he most 1mportant " We'leain 7611 verse two that thé“earth became a: desolatlon

ST features of Jarvis' Street’s ht;e has been its New Year s, ang a’ rumu(“wasté ?;lld vou}:i’ Rev1:€;i (¥em1zg)18 %od dlg

-, p Tot. originally creal e world a wa sa evise

X Mornmg Prayer ‘and Testlmony meetmgh’ I': fma;y bevtﬂhnat “Version reads, ““Thus saith the God that formed: the éarth -

. that meetlng has ‘been. part of the.churc s llle %or even A-. and .made-it; that- -established it and created it not.a waste,
T century But itis always a great meet'mg AR

that formed it te be inhabited . , .”)- It may be that verse

p m 11 “two’ i§-a .record’ of. an ‘event- subsequent to creation,: _S0mé
For sl?me, yeiars '“{\Ie hel;i 2 Wg‘t;(;hmgﬂz vsvir‘f,:)flenclrl;hat a ,Judgment-from -God, some: deyars_bahng\ catastrophe which af< - -
o'clock forward- on. New: Year's’ “fected . the earth and left it a ruin {(compare Isa.24:1; 34:11;.
N number ‘of people commg to that serwce, and remammg to Jer . -27)< If.‘that\be -the-case,: since there is.no. mentlon )
--past . mtldmght' dxd ‘not’ come to the New, Years momlng *'gf “time “in verse’twe,%here would-be ‘room in the interval™,

: ) latter to- between the ‘eVents: of*veérsés-one and two for all the geo-.
_ R :)neetmg, and of. tthet twg dse::lc‘;: m&il;on&i ?!\li(?a‘atachnxght log1ca1 ages and formahons of the earth, as sugg'ested by an

AR e more ImIDOI' ant, &l - ‘examination of.the eajth’s crust, - T
Lo ',‘. serv1ce L NE L Y > : SRt o ig poss1ble, then, that—the work of God durmg the fxve A
’ However, 1951 .begms w1th Monday, and as ‘a2 great com~ -days’is-rather 4 work. of restoring the earth from-the state..

o f confusion, -chaos and darkness which resulted from' the .
-* pany'of peo le will be already present at the church Sun; 0 y X ro :
d) yevenllan P and because a large number of people have “catastrophe, into one of peace and order. The word” made

ay g, in this' chapter signifies in the He’brew_ to fashmn -0

requested ‘the resumptmn of the Watchnight. Servtlce, We : prepare” from pre-existing matenal
* . propose to have a Watchmght Service: Sunday mght begin= - God ‘the Father. éEXOd .20:11;°1 Sam. 2:8; Job: 38:4; Psa
T R ning-at 1% oclock ‘or, perhaps before, ‘as. the people-wnll be" +8:8),- -God*the "Son* John.1 3; 1—Gor. 8:6; Eph 3:9; Col 1% 16,
Coer there, and closing just aftér mmdmght . -Heb, [1:2) and .God thé. Holy Spirit' were ‘assgciated. inthe . :,_:_

-task.of creating and préparing the earth .This fact ig also
- T 'S¢ then, this is the programime: Regular Servi icet at 700'* > emphas1zed later 4 et us “ake. man in ‘our 1mage” (v. 26)
SN Watchmght Serv1ce at-10:30; New Years mormng mee'tmg, A el g e :

e . Monday morhingat:10.0 "clock. < T 1 The Works of -Creaﬁo ".. verses 3 19 . TR
e ‘How; powerfu],- ig* .the word of the hvmg God' He speaks,

"THE "GOSPEL . WITNESS w1s'hes 'all\ rts readers A Happy i

New Year PRI i . B P ot e and. His.will s done” (Heb. 11:3). -Light is “typieal :of ‘life,
A ' ) L SIS ST en knowledge and purity. .It represents the first necess1ty inT s
A IRGIN BIRTH lhg)re‘flatlff wht1cthod makes of Hém&self to mer:i (2 Colr. LR
E V €CO! mg 0 -their resporise to-God’s comman people -
THE SERMON ON TH ‘aré divided into “two* classes, the sons of 11ght and the sons ..
S 'THE pu’bhshers were closed for 'Monday and Tuesday, -of darkness (1 Thess 5:5-9)." :
we had fo try to get- material in hand in advance. . “There is nd reason ‘to lmderstand the ‘word “day” as an.
S -We selected ‘ a‘ sermon, preached” twenty-seven years- ago,’ mdefmlte' périod- of. t1me, rather than as a 11teral day of
‘M. -:+ . “on The Virgin: Bjrth, and.not until it-wasin type did-we; twgnt};ilfour '1101(111?1 th t bove the eacth "{
CoT blish le ‘of .- On:thesécond day;’ e wa ers. above the ea were gepa- .-
d1scover (that it ha((ii a‘lirea;l y beenbi):n‘::rse (:u: :f:;prza(d-- dated" from the;wateiq upon the. earth and formed inté thé .-
;- years ago..;But hundreds, of new Su " firmament of -Hedven..- The: omission of .the statement. “God -
- ihg the' paper; who' Wweré not-on ourlist'when-this-appeared,: saw; that it-wa§ good’s,may" imply that in this instance-God -
. riand it may notr-seem old'to them, . and even’ those who 1have ¥ w1thhe1d ~His " ‘compléte- approval: Possrbly the, Satamc
. ’already ‘read it, may, find profit ° in gomg over’ rt agam to host, the .démons and the spiritual poweérs of wickedness im- . -
. » , med1ately occupled those regmns ‘where they now dwell
“read, mark, and mwardly d1gest R _ (,Eph 6:12).
: . = "+ -+ .0n. the third day God caused the waters to retire to their D
destmed lbounds, B0 that the Seas were separated from the

. dry land (Pss. 104:5-9).
BlhlE th.nl I.BSSI]II nﬂﬂlﬂﬂ On. the( fourth day the great light-holders made their ap-

‘pearance by the command of God. The mormng-stars, at . .
Vol. -16 Flrst Quarter 'Lesson 1 January 7, 1951 Jeast the material of which they were composed, probably. .. .. :.

TR e.,--'- . ~ .-
et .

oo s - existed -before (Job 388:4-7), but now: God caused the sun, .- .
T coe OLIVE L CLARK Ph.D: (Tor) “._ " ¢ .moon and stars 1o be made visible to men, “that they might
LI e %)}erflolr%t thelr destmed functmn of attractmg and d1ffus1ng . o
e T e o light. - S
HOW THE WORLD BEGAN A 2T “ Bach-: sp}ecresf ‘of - amma;‘ladwas dd1stmi:1t fromtevery ogher
.. Lesson Text: Genesis 1:1-19. l P specues when first -crea and- each was to reproduce. '
LS .« d “after his kind” (1. Cor. 15} 39) Thus does the word of God = - .
RN Go.ldf}':eggﬁh :,I_négf begmmng G?‘l_ created"the'he'a ve n an A .éxpose the fallacy ‘of vthe: theory. of evolution; which claims L ¥

that the .S-eallét “h1gher”‘orders -of animals were evolved - )
. the : srmpler forms of life by the process -of natural T
on and sponeaneous generatmn P . o

';.. o e La -.-.’-'4 ? T w .ot

B I. The God of Creatlon"verses 1 2 eyt . . ¥
. od exmted in .the ‘cotintless ages “of. etermty e is. t g 7 o
PR g'rgat I.AM, the Self-Existent; eternil;. Sovereign God' (Exod:" - T
R 1 14). +The Sciipture- ‘record of God’s - revelation to man com= + DAILY BIBLE READINGS - T e
. . .: c - mences with.a statement of the fact that from evetlasting to” -*Jan, 1—Chr1st the. Creator - W . John 1 1- 18 P
.7 "' eyerlasting.He'is *God . (Psa. 90:2).- “God -was God-! _‘th.-: Jan. 2-~Christ'and the-Earthin Creatmn onvimpmsmnast €D, 1 -
begmmng” before tinie ‘was; *He 'is before_ all: thmgs and 1, 3=<The" Foundatmns \of‘ rthe, Earth in-*Creation* . =- Ty
‘gbove-all thlngs (John 1:1,2;Col. 12 17,~18) : . y Job 38: 4,38

.- The, name.by’ which ‘God" revealed ‘Himself in éreation was .. Jan, .
" “Elohim”,”.meaning “The "Mighty One”: ~ In..Chapter:- two,, ¥ Jan. 5o~ _ -

. -whxch descnbes God’s flrst deahngs with man, He is- cal:ledv. “ Fan.” :’. b g Col 1:9-20.°
- “by ‘the name-“Jehovah”, 7 name ‘which-is: assoclated‘w hHim- J ’ he':Begit . Re‘.’ 3 14-_21 ,
. in: H1s covenant’ relatlons w1th Hls people RN . et (it o o e A

el téd the Heaven and the ‘éarth ‘out*of hothing: ' ) " UGS L
PR Hggg“;:r\ev%:d’translated “opeated” signifies” that _He caused : -/l HSe &, _"ghty word All pedple that on earth do Rt

- _them to come into being without the aid' of. pre-existing .ma-: “Who came down? - The ‘love that Jesus had for me. :
" terial. Scnpture pos1t1ve1y contrad1cts the evolutxonary hy- Oh worshlp_the ng ’ Pra1se, my soul, .the King of heaven




