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"Joseph Shall Put H|s Hands Upon Th|ne Eyes

By the Editor

HEN I had had much less experience, and before

the angel of sorrow had come my way, I was accus-
tomed to think that manifestations of grief, by crying
and tears, were infallible signs of weakness. I supposed
that really strong men_were men of steel, or of marble,
hard and cold, and incapable of deep human feeling. I
pictured them as finding their highest joys on an intel-
lectual plane; and that if they were Christians, they
would be s0 occupied with great thoughts about spiritual
things as to be but little concerned by the little pin-pricks
which weaker mortals designated as pain and sorrow.
Ah, but T know better now! We hdve learned, most of
us, a truer conception of greatness. We have learned

- that a man’s greatness is determined rather by his sensi-

bility than by his insensibility, that he is the greatest
man who can feel most deeply.

Such foolish views of human importance as I enter-
tained in my callow.youth, find no support in.the Bible.
How full of human interest this Book is! 'How human!
How beset with human frailties all its heroes were!

The Bible is full of the stories of men who sinned, and
suffered, who sorrowed deeply, who wept much, who were

‘bereaved, and betrayed, whose hearts bled, whose spirits

sighed, and were weary — a story of men who dug
graves, who buried their treasures out of their sight,
and then discovered that the sun had gone down while it
was yet day: that the night had come, the night when
they could see no stars.

And yet always the story of the faithful ends like
Jacob’s. “Joseph shall put his hands upon thine eyes”;
“All things work together for good”—a scripture it is
true, somewhat hackneyed, but not outworn. It is all

. right in the end~of the day for the children of God.

There is pardon; and after this peace and order reign.
" Abraham was a great man, and was not above being
troubled about his children. It must have been a grief
to him that Isaac and Ishmael could riot dwell together:
but it all came right when his d-ay ended: “Then Abraham
gave 'up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an old
man, and full of years; and was gathered to his people.
And his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in thes field
of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar
the Hittite, which is before Mamre.”

Then came Isaac; and" although -his name means

laughter, his history was full of tears, and in the record
of his life, history repeated itself in Esau and Jacob. But
again peace came in the evening, “And Isaac .gave up
the ghost, and died, and was gathered unto his people,
being.old and full of days: and his sons Esau and Jacob
buried him.”

And ‘now follows Jacob, a life full of 'blessmg, but
much sorrow. How the clouds gathered in the after-
noon! Jgseph went away into the unknown, and though
still alive, he was dead to Jacob. “No doubt,” said he,
“an evil beast hath devoured him.” He was not actually,
li'te;'ally, devoured by -an evil beast, but there are many

- things in life which resemble beasts of prey: envy, jeal-

ousy, ambition. How many a Joseph has been devoured
by them!

Then ‘toward the evening of Jacob’s life came the
famine, and a drab sky promised to hide the sunset alto-
gether. Simeon went away, then Benjamin. No wonder
Jacob cried, “Me have ye bereaved of my children:

-Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Ben- |

jamin away : all these things are against me.”

But soon there was a rift in the clouds, as though the
sun might shine again before his going down. There
came strange news, which seemed to be too good to be
true, that “Joseph is yet alive”!

And so the aged Jacob is told that-he must emigrate
in his old age, and go to live with his children. But
God said to him, “I will finish your story well, Jacob.
You and Esau, you will remember, stood together at
your father’s grave, and you know, too, how Isaac and
Ishmael buried Abraham — well, you shall see your
children about you in peace, and your long-lost Joseph

* ghall put his hands upon thine eyes.”

‘How full of meaning that story is for us, and how
much sweeter still when we see Jesus in it! I never can
read Genesis without seeing us. That is true, of
course, of all the children of “the covenant. We may
wander far, but we shall close our eyes in our Father’s

-House at last, and the Saviour will be with us then.

This text which I have used as a caption for this
article, promised to Jacob that boon, the lack of which
had brought Jacob all his deepest sorrows. He had known
much of the blessing of God. But everything had seemed
to go wrong from the time he lost sight of Joseph. His

I
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whole life had been out of tune ever sirice. Read his
story, and observe how he struggles to maintain interest.
in life. But if the last thing for which life continued
to be worth hvmg, is taken away from him, 1f Ben]amm
leaves,- the last cord is snapped.

And it is so with us all. Losing sight of our Beloved
Lord, we cannot interpret our circumstances,- the action
of others, ourselves, or the ways of Providence. Life
becomes a tangled skein. To lose the sense of the divine
Presence, and overruling .power, is to become weary of
-life, and puzzled beyond a1l possibility of peace.

Yes; we all become tired and weary. Some wilderness
seems to shut us in.
"to be aimless, and endless, channels of a maze; and
though we are always pondering the path of our feet,

and trying to relate and interpret conflicting experiences, - |

for a while we find no solution for our problem. So was
it for Jacob until God at last stepped in and promised
1im time to think things. out.

There is a deeply moving pathos in Jacob’s reply to
Pharaoh, when at length he had reached Egypt: “How
old art thou?” the Egyptian king inquired. - And Jacob
said to Pharaoh, “The days of the years of my pilgrimage
are an hundred and thirty years: few and evil have the
days of the years of my life been, and have not attained
unto the days of the years of the life of my fathers in
the days-of their pilgrimage.” .

It is true he told him the number of his years, one

hundréd and thirty; but they were measur/ed rather by

his ‘checkered experience, than by the lapse of time:
“Few and evil hav@ the days of the years of my life been,

and have not attained unto the days of the years.of the -

- life of my fathers, in the days of their pilgrimage.”
Poor Jacob! It seems to me he had a feeling -t'hat he
had lived pretty much in vain.

But the promlse that Joseph should close his eyes
involved the promise that he should open them. For all
to be well in the end, promised him such an understand-
ing of his own life as he had never had. It is so with
us all. -There is a sense in which there cannot be light
until evening. As the evening and the morning were the
first day,-so must it be the last; and perhaps with many
of us we shall never really be able to see until our eyes
are closed, or closing: It shall be one day which shall be

“known to the Lord, not day nor night: but it shall come
- to pass that at eveéning time it shall be light.” In the
experience of the presence of our Joseph, we shall under-
jtand ‘the weary lonely years which culmmated in famine.
0Oh, the sin of it! 'Oh, the treachery of it! Oh, the in-
gratitude of it! ‘And yet the patience, the grace, the
love of it all! How plain it all is when our Josep'h stands

ready to put his hands upon our eyes; and if all is to be -

well in the end, thmgs cannot be altogether wrong even’
now.

Surely this was a promise of peace at even-tlde It
will help us all to look fotward to the evening hours.
We have forgotten how to do so. We demand that we
be paxd by the hour. We demand something like the
saying of a certain bro\adcast station: “News of the hour
on the hour”. Such news is not always wholly reliable.

Does not the ploughman plough in hope, and the toiler

_in office and shop, look forward to rest and reward? So
ought we to learn to do.

And- we shall find in the evening the compamonshlp
and 'the consolation for which we have so earnestly-
longed. Does it seem remote in time and interest? No;
to the true servant of God it will come quickly enough,

-~

All the circumstances of life seem -

_all your might.
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and it will be bed-time, and the. time of rest, beforz we
know it. And our Heavenly Father never failg to kiss
His children good night, ere they fall asleep. Qur Joseph
will always be there to put His hands upon the closing
eyes. - )

Meanwhile, let us trust Him. Fear not to tread the
path before you, though it lead down.into Egypt. What
was it ‘God said to Jacob?—“I am God, the God of thy .
father: fear not to go down into Egypt; for I will there
make of thée a great nation: I will go down with thee
into Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up again:
and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes.” Our
Egypt may seem an alien land to us, as it must have
seemed to Jacob. But let us not fear to journey thither,
for our Joseph. will meet us there. And when at last
rest and night-time come, and He shall close our eyes, if
there be still any mystery, if all things are not as yet
explained, when He puts His wounded hands, with in-
finite tenderness, upon our eyes, and we fall asleep in
His care, we shall open our eyes amid the balmy beauty,
and floral loveliness, and fragrance of a land of perpetual
summer, and there our J oseph will lead us unto fountains
of living water, and w1ll wvlpe away *all tears from our
eyes.

Angd there shall be no night there!

. ADVICE TO STUDENTS FOR THE
MINISTRY .

“Do get on with your studies. Remember you are
now forming the character of your future ministry in
great measure, if God spare you. - If you acquire slovenly
or sleepy habits of -study now, you will never get the
better of it. Do everything in its own time. Do every-
thing in earnest; if it is worth doing, then do it with’
Above all, keep much in-the presence
of God. Never see the face of man untll -you have- seen
His face who is our light, our all.” Pray for others;
pray for your teachers and fellow students.”

—ROBERT MURRAY MCCHEYNE

~




December 21, 1950

* THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTAN_T'fADVOCATE , (555) 3

. WHAT IS “THE CARNAL ‘MIND"?

HE dual nature, the old man, and the new, found in
every Christian, often confuses the minds of un-
discerning people. The scripture says, “The carnal mind”
—that is, the natural mind, the mind of a man untouched,
and unilluminated, and undisciplined, by the Holy Spirit
—"““ig enmity against.God: for it is not subject to. the
law of God, neither indeed can be”.

Writing to the Corinthians, Paul described them as
“carnal”, and said that hitherto he had been unable to
feed them with strong meat, but of necessity had given
them milk, and treated them as babes in Christ.

In that case, the evidence of carnality was their fool-
ish and dangerous comparison of one apostle with an-
other. "Some preferred Paul, some Cephas, some Apollos,
who, as Paul said, were nothing but ministers through
whom they had believed, and as long as they entertained
these foolish preferences they were carnal and walked
as men.

In the epistle to Jude certain people are described as
“mockers” “who should walk after their own ungodly
lusts”. They are identified thus: “These be they who
separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit”—

they were soulish, carnal. They lived on the natural

levels of life; ‘which does not mean that they were im-
moral, or vicious, in character; but that they were still
subJect to the desires of the f]esh and .of the mind,
“havifig hot the Spirit”,

There are countless multitudeg of people who profess

" and call themselves Christians, and who, it may be, have

actually been born again; but they have continued stunt-
ed, and dwarfed, creatures who have never grown up into
Christ. They know nothing whatever about the ministry
of the Holy Spirit in their lives, or in. thelr works.
That is a very dangerous condition to be'in. It i is like
one who is in such wretched health as to “have no re-
sis_-tance ‘to any germ that might find lodgment in their

- systems. So they may become a prey to tuberculosis, or

to any other disease.
. The Apostle James refers to the carnal nature as
offering hospltahty to every evil thing; in these ver ses:

.“Who is a ‘wise man and endued with knowledge
among you? Let him shew out of a good conversation
his works with meekness of wisdom. But if ye have
bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and
lie not against the truth. This wisdom descenderth not
from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For where
envying and strife is, there'is con:fusxon and every evil
work. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure,
then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and 'wwhou't
hypocrisy. "And the fruit of righteousness is sown in
peace of them that make peace.”

Thus it will be seen that those who entertain “bitier
envying” and “strife” in their hearts, ought not to glory
therein, for they are in danger of lying against the truth.
Of them it is said—we quote again: “This wisdom de-
scendeth 'not from above, but is earthly, sensual, (or
natural, or carnal) devilish”.

. Therefore it is but a short step from a state of car-

- nality to a. state of positive devilishness.

We- remember how Dr. John Wilmot so ‘unerringly
diagnosed the actions of certain students, and certain

- profeSsors, when he said it was “utterly carnal”. Time

has completély éstablished the truth of that observation,

‘that that same spirit has proceeded from carnality to

devilishness. -

N

THE ROAD TO MODERNISM

By Rev. John Poorter, B.A., Durban, South Africa

OME years ago I listened with interest to an address
delivered by a brother minister on the subject of
Modernism. He dealt most ably with the denials and
repudiations now so familiar to us, namely, modernistic
unbelief of the full inspiration of the Scriptures, the
cardinal doctrines of Christ’s deity, His virgin birth,
substitutionary death, the resurrection, and so on. One

. could not but reflect that while all that he said was en-

tirely relevant to the facts which we possess concermng
world-wide apostasy, yet he had not touched Tpon the
subtleties of the subject at all. The address was con-
fined to the extremes of modernistic thought.

The varieties or stages of modernism are endless. 1
think it- is obvious that a very large number- of men in .
the modernist camp today arrived there after a process
of decline. They were led step by step, until a marginal
point was reached within the heart where faith was over-
thrown by unbelief. We have reasens .also for saying
that in some cases at least their intentions were not in
the direction- of modernism, but that having once’ com-
mitted themselves as fellow-travellers on the road, they
subsequently lacked either courage or clear thinking, and
went the whole way.

On. the other hand, of course, many are in the posltxon
where true saving faith has never been their possessmn
They were blind from the beginning. As natural men
they had not been able to receive the things of the Spirit.
One can hardly speak of these as having arrived in
modernism by a process of-decline: They were plunged
into colleges_or seminaries where the ons]augh@ was So
immediate and overwhelming that within a ‘short time
all semblance of Bible belief was gone. The ruin thus
accomplished is moére complete and devastating than the
effects of fleshly sin. The sinner who sits by the swine-
troughs of pleasure ‘or vice at least knows his condition
as one of need. Not so the apostate or the liberal, who

.imagines that he has need of nothing.

The road to full-blown modernism is not plainly marked

with all the signs of a highway. For that very reason - '

it is necessary to warn wayfaring men of the nature of
the road and of the kind of men they are 11ke1y to meet,
and ‘'of whom and what to beware.

Many evangelicals unwittingly wander fmm the high-
way of truth by an utter confusion regarding the nature

‘of tolerance. They. fall victims to the constant propa-

ganda cry of liberal thought, which is that “love and
mutual tolerance” will solve every problem. This is re-

" lated, of course, to the modern conception of God. “God

is love.” From which it is concluded that “Love is God”,
which is untrue. Such love as the modernist has in
mind has no part in the Divine nature. God is love, in-
deed. But truth, justice and righteousness are all in- .
finitely compounded in the nature of the eternal God.
If the term “love” therefore is meant to convey the mean-
ing of a weak and unresisting tolerance of anything and
anybody, then we do not wonder that right and wrong,
and truth and falsehood, become hopelessly confused.

It follows from their false conception ofrtolerance that
modernists consistently oppose exactness in doctrine, or
definition in statements of belief. 'In its eagerness for
the much-vaunted tolerance principle modernism is ready
to admit all and sundry to its ranks without doctrinal
tests. It then rejoices in the resultant “fellowship”. But
such fellowship is hardly distinguishable from mere

. . \

-
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friendliness. Between friendliness and -spiritua'l fellow-
ship there is a clear distinction. The first is based on
human similarities, while the latter is a spiritual
KOINONIA effected by the 'Holy ‘Ghost, bhe Spirit of
Truth.

Then there is a speculative vagueness about much of
modernism that attracts the aspiring intellectual. Such
men will tell 'you that they are “students of truth”, and
that they are willing to receive truth wherever it may
be found, whether in science, or history, or literature.
For them there appears to be a seductive glamour in
such a quest, as if they were explorers of untravelled
regions. This age-old phenomenon is plainly a conceit of
human depravity. The Pauline warning against being
spoiled through philosophy and vain deceit, after the
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ, is doubly
The natural man loves to believe
that he is moving in sublime mental realms, or grappling

with profundities.

For the evangeljcal Bible believer truth is no elusive
phantom which has to be pursued or explored. Truth,
that is, saving truth, is a completed revelation, and the
Scriptures are final. If we give ground in a fraction on

-this point we find ourselves with a fallible Christ, and

not one in whom “dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily.”

Running parallel with our present thought is also the
danger that the Christian worker may come to disparage
docétrine, or ‘else be persuaded that there is an antagonism
between doctrine and conduct. The secular cry. for prac-
tical re‘yglon has at-its root a desire to get‘rid of his-
toric truths which are the foundation of conduct and
life. Dr. Machen in his “Christianity and Liberalism”
dealt with this subtlety of modernism. The modernist
would- try to convince the man in-the pew that doctrine
is a term for complicated human theologies, about which
he ought not to bother his head. In fact, of course, doc-
trine is nothing more 'than\Scnptural fact. In attacking
doctrine, therefore, the modern and liberal is assailing
the-Bible and Christ. “Christ died for our sins, accord-
ing to the Scriptures.” That is doctrine. Thk life pro-
duced within the believer by the Holy Spirit is-insepar-
able from the doctrine or historic fact which underlies
that life. When once this is fully grasped it is absurd
to refer-to a Hindu like Ghandi as being a better Chris-
tian than most of us. You simply cannot have ‘Christian
conduct Wlthout Christian faith. And you cannot have
Christian faith without Christian doctrine.

The road to modernism is also marked by a feigned
horror of what is called Pharisaism. Many a man who
becomes a fellow-traveller gets the idea that to believe
something clearly and without compromise savours of the

Pharisees who tithed mint but neglected the weightier,

matters of the law. By the weightier matters he means
the practical part of religion. He lapses.into a broad
humanitarianism which is absorbed in works. He stig-

matizes all unyielding convictions as Pharisaic rigidity.

" But let us pause a moment to ask ourselves exactly
what was .the Pharisaism which the Lord Jesus so
vehemently denounced? Did He condemn them for in-
sisting on Scriptural truths? On the contrary, His own
appeal to them was constantly on the grounds of what
the Scripture said. ‘“Ye do err, not knowing the Seiip-
ture, neither the power of God.” This was spoken on
an occasion when, through Rabbinical writings, the plain
truth had become obscured by the tradltmns of men.
We say therefore that the Pharlsees were not denounced

" because of their fundamentalism, but 'bece,u-se of their

traditionalism and formalism.

This indifference towards exactness in statement is
but a step removed from despising doctrine: Once a
man has got thus far he stands in peril of exchanging
his Bible for the false freed?m of tolerating anything.

“Another stopping place on the road to liberal theology
is the undeniable fact that so mahy modernists are able
and pleasant people. This has succeeded in disarming
many an unguarded soul. It has neutralized many other-
wise strong convictions. We have all met nominal Protes-
tants who, because they have been kindly treated in some
Roman Catholic hospital, “will never say another word
_against the Catholics.” In cases like this people confuse
convictions with personal animesity. Christians could
not come to terms with atheistic Communism, or be
neutral about it, simply because one or a hundred Com-
munists were kindly people: ~ The neutrals or non-
combatants, are a very large class. In some respects they
do irreparable harm to the cause of truth, for their
neutrality obscures the issues involved, and creates the
inmipression that the conflict is a storm in a teacup.

Not long ago a friend of mine listened to one of.the
most advanced modernists of the United States. It was
the first time he had heard him. He came away saying,
“Though it was poison to listen to, yet the amazing thing
was that so much of what he said was excellent,. and
ably spoken.! This experience will be typical of many.
The probable effects of this address on others who were
less firmly rooted in the Scriptures might well be dis-
‘agtrous. The majority in the audience 'thought that every
word of,the speaker was pure gold. E

Modernism preaches the validity of subjective stand-
ards of judgment. “The.measure of mankind is man,” .
said Alexander Pope. Thus too modernism grows im-
patient with' an objective standard, the Bible. Even .
where it accepts the Bible it arrogates to itself the right
to determine such matters as inspiration and authority.
The late H. G. Wells, in one of“his short stories, tells the
tale of a man who visited the country of the blind. He
alone was able to see. He described colour and splendour
to the .inhabitants, who were first interested, then sus-
picious, and at last 'incensed ag‘amst him.. He had to
flee to save his life.

.There lies the danger and the error of a subJectwe
standard. It ultlmately means anarchy. Every man does
that which is right in his own eyes.

A final point, and it is this. The modernistic aposta,sy
is not sterile or statie. Like a giant fungus it grows.
apace. The man who attempts to grow a little of this -
plant in his garden, and resolves to trim it to his will,
discovers one day that it has got out of hand and is
over-running his whole garden. ‘That, and no less than
that, is the experience of many. Our concern in this
article is not with .the open and avowed modernist, but
with the compromiser, the weak evangelical whose un-
guarded tolerance overrides his convictions.

The tendencies we have mentioned here are present in
modernistic belief in varying- proportlon Together with
the obvious and world-wide swing towards a gospel for
this life only, they mark the road to ‘modernism. ~ At
the first. slight divergence from evangelical truth the
distance between it and liberalism appears deceptively
‘small and negligible. But at every fresh step that dis-
tance increases, until at last the direction-is the reverse
of what it was to start with. /Surely the most important’
thing about any road is its destination. We believe that
this road-is the one that leads, not to life, but to splrltual
'blmd'ness, and decay, and death.
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A Scriptural Proflle of Antichrist

- . A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shlelds

Preached in Jarws Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, December 17th, 1950
(Electrically Recorded)

Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have “heard that antwhnst shall
come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last

time.

They went- out from us, but they.were not of us; for if they had been of us,
‘they would no. doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be -
made manifest that they were not all of us.

But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.

I have not written unto you because ye know not ithe truth, but becaiise ye know

it, and that no lie is of the truth.

Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? I-_Ie is antichrist,

’ that denieth the Father and the Son.

Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that

acknowledgeth the Son hath the Fat]

also.

Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have ’heard from the beginning. -If
that which ye have hedrd from the beginning shall remain in you; ye 4also shall
. continue in the Son, and in the Father.—1 John 2:18-24.

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but’ ftry the spirits wuhefther they are of God: A

because m

false prophets are gone out into the world.

Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Chnst

‘is come in the flesh is of God:

And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus ‘Christ is come in the flesh is
not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should
come; and even now already is it in the world—1 John 4:1-3.

For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus‘
Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.

Look to yourselves, that we lose not t:hose things which we have wrough't but

that we receive a full reward.

Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not
God:- He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the

Son.—2 John 7-9.

THE subject I am to discuss with you this evening is
not a popular one. It is a subject, I fear, which is
seldom studied in the light of God’s word. The doctrine
of the Second Advent of our Lord is one which has re-
ceived much attention, and I suppose there is scarcely
any aspect of truth coricerning which the human imag-
ination has ‘been permitted to run so riotously. Books
have been written, and turned out from the press, which,
by the mere passage of time, in a very short while, have
been shown to be utterly untrue.

A Pathetic Recollection 3

I have in my mind this evening a picture of an after-
noon service I once attended: The speaker was one of
the finest looking men I ever saw, tall, well proportioned,
a massive head, fine features, and a great shock of jet
black hair. He was really good to look at. When that
gentleman walked on the platform with his great Bible,
he had an air about him, and one had a feeling that at
last the oracle had arrived, and we should certainly learn
something, and hear some Solomonic wisdom today. -

I heard him attempt to discuss some of the most
abstrusc subjects with the positiveness of a man who
was sure that he had fathomed the depths, and scaled the
heights, and, like the river Plson, ‘compassed the whole
land of Havilah, where there is gold.” I sat and mar-
velled, and wondered how it was possible that even a
big head like his should contain so much that was utter
nonsense. I think it was one of the most conspicuous

exhibitions of theologlcal ignorance I ever witnessed in -
my’ life, and one of the most striking examples of the
presumption of fools who step where angels fear to tread.
When he reached the end of it he sat down with-the air
of one who had settled all arguments, and brought all
controversy to an end. When the service was over he
stepped down %o the front, and a crowd of admiring
sladies were soon gathered about him. They looked at
him, and he accepted all their pious plaudits. Sitting
back somewhere. in ‘that c»ongregatmn was a man, who
'was little physically, a very inconspicuous, inconsequen=
tial looking man, and in order to lend a little dignity to
his diminutive physical stature, he wore a :collar that
buttoned at the back, a Roman’collar. He was very
short, but he always wore a long coat, and his head was
as bald as the proverbial billiard ball, there wasn’t a
hair on it. This little bald-headed, Roman-collared, long-
coated gentleman walked up to the oracle. I can see him
now, as he looked up at this great man, and simply asked
him a question, a very discerning and penetrating ques-
tion. I ought to say that that little man was a walking
library. There was scarcely a book published on the
subject that he had not read and devoured, and with
which ‘he was not thoroughly conversant. He was really
a scholar of the first order, but you never would have
judged so by looking at him. You might have thought
the other man was, and would never have thought that he
was so theologically vacuous. However, these two met,’
_and the little man asked him a very penetrating, .dis-

/
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) cerning question.- Tlhe big ‘man looked down at thim,
and said, “Well, brother, I am afraid I shall have to

- admit that I am not as thoroughly informed on Kingdom _

truth,” (whatever that is) “as I ought to be.” ~The little
man dropped his head for a moment, then he looked up,
and_said, “I see; I understand now. That is what makes
you talk that way.”. He turned on his heel and walked
away. - . | .
.+ Packaged Religion

One is almost inclined_ sometimes to expose some of
these theological extravagances to the intelligent ridicule
they 86 rlchly merit. But people like to get their religion
as they do their groceries, in package form.. I went into
a store the other day—it had been a high class store,
and I found the whole thing transformed. I said, “You
have made some changes here?”’ ‘“Yes,” said ‘the man,
“I do not know whether for the better or not, but these
women, you know, will not buy anything they cannot see.
They want everything done up in cellophane packages, all
ready to hand, and so we had to conform to modern
practice, whether -for ‘the better or not I do not know.
Of -course some of us older men,” he said, “do not care
very much for it.”

Some people are’like that rehglously You can buy

a package of the Second Comihg of Christ, all done up"

and ready for your consumption—like pre-digested break-

fast food. You can take it without thinking at all; if

you did think you would not take it,

‘Some of these things which are so confidently pro-
claimed nowadays are not new by any means. Principal
Fairburn, a hundred years ago, dealt with these people
who were so positive in their identification of successive
Antichrists, so ready to assign a particular date or

period, at least, to certain prophecies of the Scriptures.

“Then,” said Dr. Fairburn, in effect, “the years passed,
and in a little while the mere passage of time proclaims
the fallacy and the folly of all their prognostications
but,” he said, “quite unperturbed, they move their stakes
up a decade or so, and begin all over again.” You have
it in theories which people absorb, as though it were the
last word, not knowing that, in the generations past,
. these fallacies have been subjected to the test of time,
and.shown to_be untfue. We have had ylenty of them
here, haven’t we? I do not know who is gomg to be
the next.- The Kaiser was one, Hitler was anobherb
Mussolini was_another, and even back at the time of thé
i Franco-Prussian war Napoleon the Third was nominated
.as the Antichrist, and the Franco-Prussian war as Arma-
geddon. It wasn’t even.a back-yard skirmish, hardly a
fight at all, compared with what the world has become
accustomed to in our dreadful day. .

Shall We Substntute Indifference for Extravagance?

" Are we ‘to pass these Ith-mgs by, and disregard them
altogether? I'do not think so. As you pass a police

. station sometimes you will see a notice board outside,
and: a portrait of some -distinguished man, under -a big
placard, “Wanted”. Yes, distinguished for a robbery
or a murder, or something of the.kind, and his photo-
graph is presented so- that the passer-by may see it,
and perhaps somewhere'downtown, quite incidentally and
accidentally, run iinto the original, so that he will be able
to whisper it to the police. ‘Sometimes portraits are pub-
lished in the newspaper—somebody has escaped from

" Kingston or Guelph, or somewhere else. Somebody sees
it in the newspaper, and then after a while they see

’

N

somebody, and they '.say, “Why that i$ the very man,”
they tell the police, and he ls soon caught, and back in
custody again.

The Bible Contains Both a Hall of Fame, and a
Rogues’ Gallery.

The Bible is full of the record of good men, a regular
album, but it is a rogues’ gallery too, gnd has the por-
traits of evil men. Of course the great portrait in ‘the
whole Bible is that of our Lord Jesus Christ. You have
heard the story of the little American boy playing with
a lot of blocks, whose father wanted to teach him geo-
graphy. He said‘to the boy, “Now if you get those
blocks all together in the right place you will have a
correct map of your own country, the United States of
America.” The little boy did not know very much about
geography, as he looked at the blocks they did not mean
very much to him. So.he turned one over, and he saw
a man’s eye, and then he turned the blocks all over, and
he found another eye, a nose, a forehead, hair, and so on.
He said, “Here is a man’s face.” So he brought the two
‘eyes together, and the nose, and he arranged it all, iintil
"there was a complete portrait of ‘George Washington, the
‘father of his country. His father was looking on, and
when' he had finished it he said, “Daddy, look. George
Washington.” His father then got a piece of thin .card-
board, slipped it under theeblocks, then put another on
top, and said, “Now, son, we’ll turn it over. There is
the United States.
place-dnd you get a map of your own country.”

The Bible has in it a portrait of the Lord Jesus ‘Christ,
and if you get Him in the proper place, and see Him

clearly, you will see all other truths in right relation to.

Him. That is the important thing. Thus you will not
only have a portrait of Christ, but you will have a por-

trait of Antichrist, and it is put here so that we may be .
Surely we need to be warned, do we not, against -

~warned.
error in so many directions today"

A Scrlptural Profile of Antlchrlst

What I want to do this. evening is to get 'you to look
at the Scriptural portrait of Antichrist. I am not going -
to tell you tonight who he is, or where you can find him,
but we will look into the word of God and see what sort
of a person Antichrist is to be.
portrait clearly outlined in your mind and in your mem-
ory, you will be lookmg abroad, like one perhaps who ‘saw
a convict’s portrait in the paper. One day he comes to
her door, and instantly she recognizes him. If we are
instructed in the word of God we shall be able to recog-
nize Antichrist when we see him. We shill not ‘name
him the Kaiser, or Hitler, or Mussolini, or Stalin, but
we shall be able to see from the word of God‘just what he
is like.

The Word Antlchrlst Is Used Exclusively in

John’s Epistles :

I said to you that the word Antichrist is used ex-
clusively by John, not in his Gospel, but in his First and
Second Epistles. In the Second Chapter of -his First
Eplstle, and the eighteenth verse—‘“Little chlldren, it
is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist
shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby
we know ‘that it is the last time.” . You remember how

the apostle ‘Peter, in his Pentecostal sermon, quoted from -

Joel’s prophecy, saying, “And it shall come to pass in the
last days, saith 'God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon

Get George Washington in the proper -

Then, when you have his*

~r

red
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all flesh,” and he said, ‘“This, which you observe, the
coming of the Holy Ghost, and the speaking with tongues,
and so on, this is that which was spoken by the prophet .
Joel.” And so the apostle Peter identified this Christian
era with ‘“the last days’”, the final dispensation. ‘“One

"day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand

years as one day.” John says that the appearance of
many Antichrists is an indication that we are at the
last time, the last ‘days, and the last hours—the closing
period of the world’s history, the Christian dispensation.

_ Our Lord Predicted the Coming of False Christs

Our Lord said that there would be false Christs, false
prophets, and that they would deceive many, if it were
possible, even the very elect. I do not know whether
John refers to that when he says, “Ye have heard that
antichrist shall come,” or whether he was. referring to
the oral teaching of the apostles to that effect. Anyway,
“You have heard it,” he said, “and now are there many
antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.”

- Now what was the character — not the one. and final

Antichrist, he isn’t speaking of that, he is speaking of
many Antichrists; many were animated by the spirit of
Antichrist, who were actuated by the principles of Anti-
christ. There are many of them. No doubt he had in

‘view ultimately some towering personality or system,

but just now the js speaking of lesser matters, the spirit
and principles of Antichrist, which-he had observed.
What does he say about these people? You know we
are told today that Antichrist will not be a religious
person mainly. He is described-by some of our friends

as a great military leader, a most sagacious politician, -

who subdues the world to his will by force of arms, and
is not primarily, or pre-eminently a religious person.
In fact, they go so far as to say that Antichrist will be
someone who .is opposed ‘to Christ, an atheist, or
an atheistic system, if that be it, but not religious. “They,
went out (these antichrists) from us, but they were not
of ug; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt
have continued with us: but they went out, that they
might be made manifest that they were not all of us.’
These many Antichrists had been professing Christians,
they had been members of the assemblies of believers,
but they had gone out, from- them, - showing that they
were not of them. But they were religious people.
' “Who Is a Liar?” )

. Look at the twenty-second verse: “Who is a liar but
he ‘that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He,is anti-
christ, that denieth the Father and the 'Son.! What
does it mean to defiy that Jesus-is the Christ? Acknowl-

edging Jesus to be the Christ, to what greatstruth .do

-

you set your seal? ‘The whole doctrine.of the Incarna-
tion, the virgin birth of Jesus, that Jesus was not only
Jesus, He was Jesus Christ; He was the anointed One
Who came down from Heaven, and the man who denies
that Jesus was born of a virgin, begotten of the Holy
Ghost, that He was God manifest in the flesh, that He
came down from Heaven—whoever that' man is, he is a
'liar. The Scripture says so.

* T remember doing battle with a certain Professor years
ago, ‘Professor George Cross, who was at one time at
McMaster, and later at Rochester, and in one of his books
he said, “It may be doubted whether we are justified in
calling Jesus the Christ.” I said at the time, and if he
were living I would tell him, still: “Dr. Cross, on the

LY - -

—~

authority of ‘God’s word, I declare that you are a liar.
You deny that Jesus, Who was born in Bethlehem of
Judea, is the Christ of .whom- all the prophets have
spoken.”

It has become quite respectable to indulge in that kind
of denial. Take for example the formfer minister of
Riverside Church in. New York, Dr. Harry Emerson
Fosdick, I think one of the most over-rated men in the
world, but still he had a reputation, and you can easily
get-a reputation for yourself if you go around with a
hatchet, like Carrie Nation, wasn’t it? who went in split-
ting up hotels, and all that kind of thing. And if you
are sufficiently iconoclastic in your attitude, smashing
everything to pieces, and denying everything, you cduld
easily earn a reputation for being quite an important
man. ~But if you tell the truth, and adhere strictly to
that which is written, you may not enjoy such a reputa-
tion. Now Dr. Fosdick, in his “Modern Use of the Bible”,
says that, “The virgin birth involves a biological miracle
that 1is incredible to the modern mind,” or words to that .
effect. Incredlble, he ought to have said, to the carnal
mind. Itds. But it is a denial that Jesus is the Christ,
and “Who is a liar but he that dénieth that Jesus is the
Christ?” That is the positive denial of the claims of
the Lord Jesus.

A Widely Spread Error

Look abroad to-day and see how widely spread that
error is. In the World Council of Churches, for mstance,
and the National Council of Churches, now so-called in
the United States — is an aggregation of all the theo-
logical opposites that the ‘devil ever coined—they are all
brought together, and nearly every one of their leaders
denies that Jesus is the Christ, that He was virgin-born,
begotten of the Holy Ghost. You may add to that the
Ism known as ‘Unitarianism. It is simply *a denial of
the Deity of Christ, a denial that Jesus Christ is come
in the flesh, and whoever .denies that, be he a Baptist,
or a.Presbyterian, or a United Churchman, or an Angli-
can, or a Unitarian, or what not—whoever denies that
Jesus is the Christ, the word of God says.is & lia¥, and is
Antichrist, denying the Father and the Son, because to
deny one is to deny the other.

A Duvy to “Try the Spmts” /

In the Fourth Chapter of this same Epistle John says,
A'Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try ‘the spirits
whether they are of ‘God.” We are not to believe every-
thing we are told. I do not want you to believe what I

- say because I say it; I want you to try anything I say

by the word of God. If you firrd it to be in strict accord
with the teaching of the word of God, as you are given
to understand it, then you may ‘hold fast to it, but if you
find that.it seems to you to be in-any way, at any point,
ungeriptural, then do not accept it. - That is fair, isn't
it? ‘““Believe not every spu’;t but try the spirits whether
they are of God.”

A Sad' Example

Let me give you an example of what I mean. Some

° years ago-a man-was cenverted in our services, and ran

well for a while. ‘Then he came in to sge me one day,
and said, “I have just been baptized with the Holy Ghost:

. I have had the gift of tongues, I have been speaking in

tongues, and,I know what it is to be baptized with ‘the
Holy Ghost.” He told me of his experience. I knéw him
very well, and I said, “Now John, your pastor desires
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\ nothmg for you but ‘the very best; I want you to havye
the very best ‘that God has for you, and if you have
received some .larger blessing in the Christian life, then
I rejoice with you.” We were in my study, and my Bible
was on the table. I said, “Now John, here is a Bible,
and I have one, and we will open the Scriptures and
see . ..” “Don’t talk to me like that,” he said. I said,
“What! Do you know any higher authority than the word
of God?” He said, “I have an experience, and nobody
can rob me of my experience.” I said, “But John, that
experience is subjective, it resides in the breast of a

- fallible man. It may be different tomorrow, and then
where will you be? Don’t you need some objective au-
thority, a ‘Thus saith the Lord,’ by which to try this

- experience?” “I don’t4wvant to hear it,” he said. I said,
“John, what has happened? You do not want to listen
to what the word of ‘God has to say?’ Do you see the
point? He had set aside the inspired word of God, and
now the norm, the standard, the criterion, by which
everythmg was té be judged, was some emotional ex-
perience that he had had. Whether it was in accord
with Scrlpture it did not matter. Nobody could rob him
of his experience. "I saw that man go down and down
and down, until he became useless to himself and every-
body else. One day he came to me, and he said, “Will
you come out to Queen Street?’ I said, “What do you
mean, John?”’ “Out to 999?” I said, “What is the mat-
ter?” He said, “My wife is out there.” So I said, “Why
cértainly I will go out.” I went out to see her, and there
she was sitting on the edge of a bed, her hair down, and
combing her hair—a wild maniae, right out of her mind.

I said, “John; how did this happen?” He replied, “I was .

anxious that she should have what I have,” and in one
of these hysterical meetings, they prayed and they sang,
and they rolled on the floor, and I 'do not know what
else, until at last, her mind not being as strong as his,
under the pressure snapped

Where There Is Danger People Should Be Warned

I am. glad to say that it was a temporary experience,
and she recovered afterwards. But I do not wonder that
people go off their heads when their hearts go wrong.
And that is why I speak to save people from running to
such an excess of riot in their thinking, and then have
to retrace their steps and begin all over again, when they
have discovered the fallacy. of the things they have
believed.

“Try the spirits whether they are of God: because
many false prophets are gone out into ‘the world.” Hereby
know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is of God: -And
every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come
in the flesh, is not of God: and this is- that spirit of
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come;
and even now already is it in the world.”

A

What Is Meant By “Confessing” Christ?
What are we 'to understand by confessing that Jesus

" Christ is come in the flesh? Does it mean -merely to give

{ip service, or mental -acquiescence to a certain doctrine,
and say, “Yes, I believe it, T confess I believe it”? My
dear friends, if there is any truth of the word of God
* that has no impact upon your life, but has come to your
attention so-that you say that you believe it,—if it does
not make you a different person, then you do not believe
it. You may -confess it with the lips, but you really.in

your heart do not believe it. “With the heart man be-
lieveth unto righteousness.” '

I think we may get a little light on this text if you
set beside it a saying of the Lord Jesus: *
therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess
also before my Father which is in heaven,”
He mean by confessing Jesus Christ before men? Merely

pronouncing the words, and saying, “I believe” or set- .

ting his signature to a statement to the effect that a
certain thing is true? Ome may do all that, and yet in
his heart not believe. Surely to confess Christ before
men is to make such a confession as the martyrs made;
they confessed it, and when they were told to recant they
refused, and when they were sentenced to be burned at
the stake unless they did recant, they refused to recant.
They confessed Jesus Christ before men, and the Lord
knew what that confession meant; He knew that they
believed in Him with all their hearts. Confessing that
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not a mere oral
declaration, it does not mean merely joining the church
and being baptized. Confessing Christ means to so con-
fess Him from the heart that even God Himself accepts
it as an abandonment of one’s self to the Sovereign power
and grace of the Lord Whom we confess. Any spirit that
confesses Christ after that fashion is of ‘God.. You can-
not confess Christ after that fashion without the Spirit
of God; not one of us can. And every spirit that con-
fesseth not is -not of God, “and this is that spirit of
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come;
and even now already is it in the world.”

Antichrist a Deceiver

In the Second Epistle—there is only one Chapter—let
me call your attention to this, that the Antichrist pro-
fesses to be what he is not. Now if the Antichrist were
an atheist, and confessed his atheistic creed, you would
not call him a liar. “I do not believe in God,” a man
says. Very well, that is an acknowledgment, a confession,
but at least he states what he believes, as he sees it; he

is not a liar. And if a man is all that he professes to be,
then he is not a deceiver. “For many deceivers,” John

says here, “are entered into the world, who confess not
that Jesus Christ i 1s come in the flesh. Thxs is a decelver
and an antichrist.’

Going Beyond What I$ Writtén

“Whosoever transgresseth . ..” a very interesting word
You know what transgressﬁon is. Our English word is
to step QCross. You are familiar with-the words, “trans-

portation”, “trans-Canada”, “trans-Oceanic”, — afross,

and a transgression is not falling short of a mark, but
going beyond the mark. Now better translated, “‘Who-
soever advances, goeth beyond.” I notice that the latest
American translation of the New Testament translates
it thus: “Whosoever advances (or goes beyond), and
abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God.”
My friend went beyond the word of 'God when he put his

“experience before the word-of God, 'didn’t he? And

those. who pile up tradition on the word of God, and pro-
claim new doctrines, for example, the doctrine of the
Assumption, the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception,

" the doctrine of the Infallibility of the pope—building up
a canon law which is added to the word of Scripture, and. -

acceptance .of which is made indispensable to the salva-

- tion of the soul, that is exactly what is here: “Whosoever

(goeth beyond) and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ,

hosoever’

What did
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hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, ' exuberant spiritual health, the moment these things come

he hath both the Father and the Son.”

The Need for Diligent Study
I wish you would give diligent study to the passages
to which I have directed your. attention this evening.
I shall not have time tonight to consider that great
pasdage in the Second of Thessalonians, but there is a
picture of the son of perdition. I think Judas must have
been a type of the Antichrist; he is described as a son
.of perdition. - This anti-Christian system, whatever it
is, or Antichrist, whatever he is, the Bible says is from
below, and so, just as all goodness and righteousness and-
truth found its manifestation in the person of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and just as its.ultimate triumph will come
when He shall come, and all the kingdoms of this world
shall become His, so all evil will be gathered up in one
" great system, or onk great personality, perhaps, heading
that system. Thus there will be two things—thée revela-
tion of God in Christ, and the revelation of the devil in
the son of perdition, the Antichrist, and in that final
battle the Son.of God will win, and Antichrist will be
completely overthrown.

The Bleséin_g of Divine Revelation

What a blessing it is that God in His mercy has made
us to know that Jesus Christ has come. We are not de-
ceived by these things. You look at his portrait, and
you say, “This is not the portrait of Christ, that is the
opposite of Christ. Of the doctrines which emanate from
such sources,” you say, “They are not according to the
word of God.” “But ye have an unction from the Holy
One, and ye know all things,” which is to say that the

“Spirit of Truth dwells in the heart of the believer, and
He is an anti-toxin, He resists error. Not always per-
haps does a man know.

The Oxford Group Movement

I remember when the Oxford Group movement was
here a few years ago, one of our men, who was not as
old in the faith then as he is now, but still had taken to
the word of God, and was saturated with the word of
. God even then, said to me, “Pastor, there is something
wrong about this. " I do not know quite what it is, but
it does'not seem to me to agree to the word of God; I
cannot make it fit. There is something wrong.” Yes,
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wis-
dom,” and when these things come that unction from the
Holy One, the indwelling of the Spirit of Truth illumin-

ating this Book, will teach you that it is wrong.

The Word of G(;d an Antitoxin

Do jou know why you are not in a Sanitarium suffer-

ing from tuberculosis, with only a little while to live?
Do you know why? Not because you haven’t been ex-
posed to the germ. We all have; that thing is like evil,
- we should have to go out of the world to escape from it.
It is everywhere, and you cammot escape it. Take what -
precautions you will, you will be exposed to it. Why are
we here? Because, by the goodness of God, we have
sufficient health to resist it, and when these germs come,
the health within us throws them off. That is exactly
what John says here: “Greater is he that is in .you,
than he that is in the world.” You do not need to fall a
prey to all these errors. Christ dwells within, and you
have His word, you have His §pirit, and if you are in.

that health will throw them off. -

No One Is Immune to the Infection of Evil

Do not say that you are not in danger.
has never known but One Who was able to say, “The
prince of .this world- cometh, and hath nothing in me.”
He will come and he will try to innoculate me with-his
poison; he will try to destroy my spiritual health, but
He, who was Himself the truth, declared, “I am in you.”
Of Himself He said, “He hath nothing in me.” When the
devil came, first to, one door and then to another, he
found they were all double-locked and barred against his
entrance. That is our only safety, dear friends. We can-
not say, ag Jesus did, “Thé prince of this world cometh,
and hath nothing in me.” He has a_great deal in us,
and unless Christ comes to take up His dwelling within
us, and to guard every avenue. of life against the entrance

of error, we shall fall a prey to it, as others are doing. .

May the Lord teach us to grow in gracé, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Then
we shall be able to look with equanimity on these troub-
lous times.

The Advantége of Being “Established, Settled”

Mr. Slade told me something last week that brought
me great comfort. He told of a lady who used to he a
member of this church—I do not know whether she is
here tonight or not, but who had returned to Toronto,
and is returning to our fellowship. She had beenfif-
teen years out of town. She or some others, I do not
know who, had gatheréd together a little company of
people who came together for prayer and testimony in
somebody’s home, and one of the ladies present. . . . You
tell us what was reported, Mr. Slade.

MR. SLADE: The meeting took the turn of a thanks-
giving meeting, and this particular lady, to whom Dr.
S‘hiqld_'s has referred, said, “Well, I feel that I ought to
give thanks to God for the ministry of Jarvis Street and

Dr. Shields.” She said, “As far as I was concerned, I-

knew nothing about God’s word when I came here; I
was perfectly ignorant of the teachings of the Bible, and
all T know I learned from his lips.” And she said, “Now
in this world. of turmoil and trouble, through his teach-
ing we know where we are, and we are not perturbed,
and haven’t the least trouble. We know that Jesus shall
reign, and that ‘everything will be worked out to His
honor and glory, and therefore, we are at peace.” She
said, “I just feel in my heart that I ought to give thanks
to God here in this little meeting for the ministry, and
the faithful teaching of the word of God of our Pastor,
Dr. Shields.”

An Insurance Against the Storm

You see, my dear friends, these things may not mean
much to you now, but when the storm breaks, you will
say, “Where are we?’ If the word of God dwells in
yvou you will know where you are, and you will not be
“carried about. by every wind of doctrine. by the sleight
of .men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait
to deceive,” but established in the truth you will be able
to stand. May the Lord make us such stalwart Chris-
tians that we shall be able to stand fast in the liberty
wherewith Christ makes us free, and never again be
entangled with the yoke of bondage. Let us pray.

O Lord, we thank Thee for this word of Divine revela-
tion. We do praise Thee that Thou hast not left us in the

dark, and though we cannot see all the details of the

This world




.

10 (562) .

. THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

- December 21, 1950

future, we can see enough to know that the Lord God.'
Ommpotent reigneth, .and that there is no power in this
world, whether it be Russia, or China, whether it be Rome,

or all the evils of the world rolled into one, whatever they.

may be we rejoice to know that Thou ‘art Sovereign over

all, and that the kingdoms of this world shall become the

_ngdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign
forever and ever. Amen. ) )

Now let us sing: VN
“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
Does his successive journeys run; -
* His kingdoin stretch from shore to shore,
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.

“For Him shall endless prayer be made,
And praises throng to crown His head;

" . His name like sweet perfume: shall rise
With every morning sacrifice.

“People and realms of every tongue
Dwell on His love with sweetest song;
And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessmgs on His name.

’ “Blessmgs abound where’er He reigns;
The prisoner leaps to lose ?us chains,
The weary find eternal rest,-

And all the sons of want are blest.

“Let every creature rise-and bring
Peculiar honours to our King;
Angels descend with songs again,
And earth repeat the loud Amen.”

THE ALL-SEEING EYE
What a poor refuge is secrecy to a Sinner. Not the
mists of a foggy day, nor the obscurity of the darkest
night, nor, the closest curtains, nor the deepest dungeon,

can hide my sin from the eye of God. Adam is known

in his thickets, and Jonah in his cabin. ~Achan’s wedge
of gold is discerned by Him, though buried in the earth,
and hooded with a tent. Shall Sarah be unseen by Him,
when she mockingly laughs behind the door? Shall Ge-
hazi tell a lie, and comfort himself with an imagination
of his master’s ignorance, as long as God knows it?
Whatsoever works men do, are not hid from God, whether
donein the darkness or daylight, in the midnight dark-
ness, or 'the noon-day sun: He is all eye to see, and He
hath a great wrath to punish. The wheels of Ezekiel are
full of eyes: a piercing eye to behold the sinner, and a
swift wheel of wrath to overtake him. God is light, and
of all things light is most difficultly kept out. The
secretest sins are set in.the light of His countenance (Ps.
90:8), as legible to Him, as if written with’a sunbeam;
more visible to Him than the greatest print to the sharp-
ast eye.
haps known only to her own conscience, were manifest
to Christ (John 4:16). Thereis nothing so secretly done,
_ but there is an infallible witness to prepare a charge.
Though 'God be invisible to us, we must not imagine we
are so to Him: it is a vanity, therefore, to think that we
can conceal ourselves from God, by concealing the notions
of God from our sense and practice. If men be as .
close from the eyes of all men, as from those of the sun,
yea, if they could separate themselves from their own
shadow, they could not draw themselves from God’s
understanding: how, then, can darkness shelter us, or
crafty artifices defend us? With what shame will sinners
be ‘filled, when God, who hath traced their steps, and
writ their sins in a book, shall make a repetition of
- their ways, and unvell the web of their wxckedness'

—STEPHEN CHARNOCK ,

\

-y - . .

The fornications of the Samaritan woman, per- -

THE CHALLENGE OF A DESPERATE
WORLD TO CHRISTIAN YOUTH

By the Rev. Israel Gueiros, B.D., M.D., D.D.
Pastor of the- Prcsbyten'tm Church, Recife, Brazil

An address delivered at the Opening Excrcises of Faith
Theological Seminary, Wilmington, Del, September 19, 1950. 3

“The world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he
that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”
—1 John 2 17.

EAR Brethren in Jesus Christ: T .

At Jerusalem I had the great privilege to meet
the outstanding ‘man, the President of this ‘Seminary,
the Rev. Dr. Allan A. MacRae whose name was well
known to me. When we were at Geneva, after the Second
" Plenary Congress of the International Council of
Christian Churches, he invited me to vigit- Faxth Semin-
‘ary and asked me to speak today.

It is really difficult for me to deliver a speech to such
an important and scholarly audience; but 1 know you are”
real Christians dnd you do not pay attentlon to my
English. Please remember that I have "been travelling
" day after day since July 28, and in such circumstances

. it is not easy to prepare an address, and this is just a
testimony taken here and” the® from our t-ravel]ing
experiences. - )

I thought I must say some words to the young people
" who have the greatest ideal in the world, which is to give
their lives to the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. = That
is the most beautiful, the most fascinating, ‘the most
glorious career a young man can choose. In a few words
I could make you know what I ‘mean. What every human
being is trying to find in this world is happiness, but .
happiness is not a consequence of culture or political’
power, things which fascinate men so much., We can be .
really happy only when we know we are giving happiness
to another. Real and unforgettable happiness comes to
our hearts when we empty oursélves in order to take glad-
ness, joy, and peace to someone else.
when we go to some sinner in darkness and turn the light
of life upon him! Think how happy you are because God
called you to be His instruments to save this despairing
-world: *

Emily Dickinson wrote a little poem whlch reads like
this:

NOT IN VAIN

If I can stop one heart from breakmg
I shall not live in vain.
If ease one llfe the aching, -
Or cool one pain,
Or help one fainting robin
‘ Unto his nest again,_
v I shall not live in vain.

If someone shall not live in vaift by helping others in
" the world’s way, think of ‘those who are helping others
in ‘God’s way! Remember, “The whole world lieth in
wickedness” (1 John 5:19), but the world does not know
that it needs your help to take ‘people from darkness 'to -
light. That is the reason I choose this theme to explam
to you, “The Challenge of a Desperate World to Christian
Youth”. ,

l ) I_. .

I will try to point out to you.briefly the world’s situa- -
tion and its only need. Today the world is very little
becausé of the au'plane, and we are able to get. in touch
“with all nations .in a few days. That is what happenéd

to me. I ¢ame from Brazil, South America, and visited

‘How happy we are -
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the United States, Rome, Damascus, Amman, Palestine,
Cairo, Athens, ‘Geneva, Paris and once more, the United_

States.

The Pyramlds of Egypt, the ruins of the Colosseum
in Rome, the Acropolis of Athens, and the ruins at
Samaria spoke to us so clearly of those tremendous
civilizations which passed away because those empires
were builded upon found;a’tioris of human wisdom. “The
world passeth away.” But there is a civilization which
will not pass away because its foundatlons are eternal—
the Christian civilization.

Let us look over Egypt. The mummies, the old tombs,
the old Pyramids, the old Sphinx speak about something

very great which l\as passed away. Visiting the great-

museum of Ca1ro we saw so many things those old people
did which we cannot do today. Egyptian science in those
days knew the process to preserve the human body which
is not known today by our modern scientists. ‘There are
secrets in the Sphinx which no one has discovered. The
simple thing of how those old engineers could move such
huge stones to build those temples without cranes and
heavy power equipment such as we have today we cannot

- understand. We -saw a model of a palace built in 300

_her culture.

“realities, and “almost nothmg more remain.

. B.C., a real cubist building having cold and hot water

in the bath rooms. Isn’t-it marvellous? But all the cul-

ture, all the science, all the power, all the glory of the

old Egypt are in museums and in literature today. They
were built upon human wisdom and every human reality:
They have passed away. ~

We visited Rome. The old and glorious Roman Empire
was presented to us in those magnificent ruins, but as we
tried to picture it with our imagination we could only
cry over those rums, “Great Emperors, where is your
glory?” C oy

Augustus, where is your power?

Antonius, where is your Cleopatra?

+ Cleopatra, where is your beauty?

Nero, Wwhere is your Circus, your Colosseum"

Where is that tremendous power built upon wicked-
ness? -Everything is in ruins — ruins of temples, ruins
of the great Colosseum, ruins of the magnificent palaces,
ruing, ruins. That is the glorioiis Roman Empire!

We had a brief contact with Greece, the same glorious

and cultured Greece, which, being- defeated by the Roman

Empire, really dominated the world by her wisdom and
Over the ruins of the Parthenon in Athens
we remembered the greatness of Greece. Thales,
Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Sophocles, Pericles, Zeno,
Epicurus have been'in that same Greece ahd added to her
Zreatness. _But where is the glory of Greece" The ma-
*erial glory is over. Ruins spoke to us about those artists
who worked beautifully but have passed away. Frag-
ments of Aristotle’s philosophy, parts of Plato’s idealism,
Socrates’ art-of asking questions in order to discover
The glory
of Greece is over.

We saw Palestine, the Holy Land, the Land of Promise,
the cradle of Christianity. In the Holy Land we saw
some important realities with our eyes. All the Holy
Land seems to be a desert—sand and stones everywhere.
Refugees are everywhere, as the sand of mankind there.
Here is the most pitiful situation I have ever seen.in the
world—thousands of people living in tents, without any

bit of comfort, troubled, hungry, starving, children grow- )

ing up as animals, begging with eyes of fear, driven as
dogs! 1If you would give a nickel to one of them, soon

- - -~

" them the Word of God, and despised it.

tens and hindreds would run to you with outstretched
hands asking, askmg'

What happened to the Land of Promise? What hap-
pened ‘to the land “which floweth with milk and honey?”
What happened -to those who used to_be the beloved of
God? They forsook the Lord and served strange gods,
and the Lord turned and consumed them.

The Son of God came to Israel and Israel despised Him. -
The rejected Messiah established His throne which will
endure forever, but the Jews were rejected. Jerusalem
rejected Him. Jerusalem was finished as a natjon for
nearly 1950 years. Just as Joseph spent twenty years
between the time he was put in the pit by his brethren
to the day of glory when he sat. on the throne of Egypt,
so I think it may be Jesus Christ after twenty centuries
of rejection will come to His glory. That is the reason
Israel .went back to Jerusalem and once more she is an
organization. But because Israel rejected the’Word of
God and despised it, the heavy hand of God has been
upon her, and Israel’s blessings laid upon the Gentile
church, ‘the beloved of Jesus. .

Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, Damascus, Rome, - all
Europe, North America, Brazil, we saw going back m
reverse over the trails of the ‘Gospel.

Jerusalem despised the Gospel and the Holy Land be-
came a desolation.

- Rome abandoned the real Gospel, and we saw there just
superstitions and exploitations. We saw tremendous
numbers of people really anxious for salvation, but, in
unhappiness and darkness, visiting Rome, making pen-
ances, trying to save themselves. They are without hope.

II

‘Germany, the cradle of the Reformation, started deny-
ing the Word of God, anr the philosophy of incredulity
made prideful Germany ° ecome crazy for power. They
forgot the blessings of ‘.ne Reformation which brought
Because Ger-
many was the cradle of rationalism, too, in my opinion,
God sent the First World War, trying to make Germany
repent. But that did not happen. Instead of going back
to the Word of God, Germany.tried to deceive God by

- accepting Barthianism. Then God gave to the German

people a dictator to punish them, and Hitler led Germany
once more into destruction. The prideful and rationalistic
Germany with the name of being a Protestant nation,
but dead, did not repent under the first punishment, and -
God sent the second one. T‘ll-e same century saw two
tremendous - destructions. The German people are in
despair and agnosticism now, because they despised the
blessings God gave them in the sixteenth century, when
they opened the:Bible to the dark world.

-In those days.it was not possible for the evil forces to
put down the tremendous influences of the Word of God,
and, in spite of the persecution, the Word of God was
spread abroad. The Papacy, Francis the First, Charles
the Fifth, Catherine Medici, Philip the Second, the
Inquisition did not succeed. The Gospel, the real '‘Gospel,
was sent to Holland, to England, to Norway, and finally
to America. Brazil and the United States received. the
first contact with the ‘Gospel almost at the same time,
but the blessings came more abundantly to your nation:

N - III
Two attempts were made to establish the evangehcal
church in Brazil. The Huguenots tried to establish
themselves in Brazil first. When a second.expedition was



“going to Brazil they Feceived the news that all Huguenot
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pastors were killed on the Guanabara Bay in Brazil, and
the great blessing which was going to Brazil in that
second expedition of.Huguenots turned and eame to the
United States.- You received that blessing which was
going to my country, and this first attempt was a failure
there. The second attempt was made by the Prince
Nassau, a Holland prince who established himself in
Brazil during thirty years. Finally, the Holland people

. were expelled from Brazil and the church which was

- learned

there was extinguished. That was the second failure. -

But you -received those Christians' who were trying .to
discover a place where they could worship God freely.
The Bible came with them 'and over Bible principles
your nation was builded.

v

The United States took first place among the powerful
nations only some three hundred years after their founda-
tions were laid.

While visiting Mount Vernon mansion, there, in that
temple of the American nationality, I saw Washington’s
Bible, and T could observe he used it very often. He
the principles of democracy from the ,Bible.
George Washington gave to the United  States the
Christian Constitution whieh is yours and the nation

_improved at a high speed.

" Word of God, what unbelief means.

Unfortunately, rationalism coming from  Germany
started working the ruin of faith dn this country. In
the beginning only the so-called outstanding professors
in colleges and universities were rationalists, but a little
later, when son'flle pastors began to follow the ways of
lmqulty it was necessary to change the name of rational-
ism because the churches did not want to have rationalist
pastors. They wchanged the name of the rationalist
philosophy into “modernism”. Under this beautiful name
which sounds like a progressive thing ‘the ministry in
great numbers marched. When rationalism with the
name ‘“modernism” emerged in American Christianity
and some real Christians began to fight for ,the faith,
the modernists felt it was necessary to change ‘the name

once more and they called themselves “liberals”, in ordef

to be able to denounce the real Christian people as in-
tolerant, narrow-minded, retrograde, ete.

But the reaction increased, and when the hand of ‘God
was laid upon ‘the land some scholars in Germany felt
after the First World War_that that so-called ‘Christian
nation was far from the Blble, and they tried to deceive
God, pretending they were going back to the Biblé. iSo
there was born the so called “nec-orthodoxy”. Germany,
instead of repenting, continued in the same incredulity,
now" rebaptized with a name which  sounded like-a
Christian one. But as baptism does not save anybody—
but only regeneration~——Germany was not saved and God
put the nation under the feet of Russia. Because the
German people chose unbelief as the best way of life,
God gave them their choice. Atheistic Russia is showing
to those so-called Christian people, but despisers of the
Maybe someé are
in repentance now, but it is too late for Germany as a

‘nation.

God is giving 'time to the American nation to repent.

_ But the people are still trying not to hear God’s voice., ’

Twice in this half century God gave opportunity to the
United States to see what happened to the nation which
was the cradle of the Reformation and which became 'the

‘Bible any more.

cradle of rationalism, but Américans,_ though they saw
the tremendous destruction, did not pay attention to

!y

God’s advice.

V. . . :
Dear Americans, pay attention,-please. '‘God has been
so good 'to you that He did not permit your nation. to
taste the destruction of war. Twice you had to interfere
in the war and pay some price in blood, but war did not
come to destroy your nation. Praise the Lord!
The nation doees not repent yet. Take care, Americans.

. Maybe the cup of God will overflow pretty soon and de-

struction will come over this wonderful nation which sent
salvation to me and to so many people over the world.
Take care, real Christians, and work hard to turn your
people back to the real Christianity of the Bible.
Germany’s example must be the trumpet of God to the
American nation. Those who feel unbelief is the best
way of life love communism and are’ trying to enslave
your country under the atheistic philosophy of com-
munism. They are doing this in the same way the church
in Germany did—just denying the Bible, just taking out

. the Christian confidence in the power, of the ‘Gospel of

Christ to solve all human problems. A Princeton pastor
told me, “The American pastors. during one century tried

‘to make people not ‘to believe tthe Bible, but the people did

not accept this teaching.” I don’t think ‘that is true.
The majority in this nation really ‘do not believe the
People went out of the churches and
are trying to please themselves on Sundays in some
amusements, because the churches are not giving them
what their souls neéd. All the nation is really anxrous
for that happiness which satisfies.

When I say many Americans are not Bible believers
any more I mean what I have seen. A tremendous num-
ber of soldiers and marines and civil American workers
have been in my country during the war and we did not
see.in them the Christian people Brazilians thought
Americans were. Those Americans did not believe in the
Christianity of ‘Christ. They only believe.'that so-called
Christianity which modernism creates — a ‘Christianity
without power; a Christianity without form, a ‘Christian-
ity which does not preserve man from eV11 a Christianity
of drunkards, a Christianity of smokers, immoral, and
degenerate people, a Christianity without doctmne, with-
out principles, without the Bible. That Christianity swas
the victory of modernism-in this country. '

‘Modernism destroyed the moral resistance of the
church ;- the modernists stole the power from the church
as Delilah did-to Samson, and they started criticising
the church for loss of power and for the failure to solve
the problems of the desperate world today.

But God is still forgiving the United States and is, de.
laying the day of destruction. It looks as though some
Abraham is on his knees, full of faith and in fervent
prayer talking 'to ‘God those same words: “Wilt thou also
destroy the righteous with the wicked? Peradventure
there be fifty righteous that are therein?’ And God is
saying: “Because some few righteous which still are in
your nation working hard to save the prestige of my
Son’s Brlde I am delaying my judgment.”

VI

Dear American youth you received the call of God to
save this world in despair. You_are the moral and
Christian reserve of this nation. You have a hard-work
to do and a tremendous fight to face. Be strong! Be

- N —-—
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strong, and 'God will use you to save the world as He
did the.young David. Israel was facing an enemy so
strong, so powerful, that.all the warriors were afraid.
In that very moment a giant stood and challenged God’s
peeple. Those fighters were without power. No one

wanted_to face the giant. Then God sent 'His servant,

David, who put down the giant with five smooth stones
he took out of the river and his slingshot. But when the

‘giant fell, David ran to him, took his own sword, and

cut off his head.
How similar the situation to-day!
The American Council of Christian Churches, God’s

- David, is raising its voice in the name of ‘God and send-

mg its stones against the giant of modernism, and is
using ‘the same weapons to cut off its head. The greatest
weapon of modernism is the religious organization. 'So
we have organization against organization: American
Council of Christian Churches against Federal Council
of Churches, International Council of Christian Churches
against World Council of Churches, faithful seminaries
against unfaithful ones.

That iis God’s way. Gohath’s sword to cut off his own
head! -

The world in despair is looking to Christian youth
and waiting for help. You are that Christian youth.
Maybe someone thinks it is necessary to be a missionary
in some foreign country in order to meet the challenge
of this desperate world, but the principal “appeal comes
from your own nation. Save your nation and the old
missionary spirit will prevail once more. .

-American youth needs to turn to ‘the old principles
which produced the greatness of this nation and try to

rebuild what the enemies destroyed. The world in pain

and despair looks to this blessed nation and is awaiting
her help. But what can you do if you are in the same
condition ?

Your nation has money to give away, but money does
not buy love. ‘The United States gave money, material,
and lives’ to save Russia from Germany’s power, and
Russia still is the greatest enemy 'the United States has,
Your nation saved the Vatican in the Second World War,
and Roman Catholicism still has the second place among
the enemies of your country

What the world needs is FAITH.. What the world

. needs is SALVATICON. The greatest. need of this world

is JESUS CHRIST. When you, love someone, the re-

sponse of love is love. If you give salva‘tlon to a nation

it will be a good friend forever.
Dear Christian yaouth as I said before, you made the
good choice, you are in the right position. Remember

every day that God 1is calling you to respond to the

challenge of this world in despair.

“QUARREL NOT WITH DEATH’S
, RUDE HAND” '

"Were I the tenant of an old, crumblmg cottage, through
whose chinkg and rents the cold rain was dripping, and
frosty winds blew, it were, I think, a kindness to pull
down this crazy building and build me a palace in its
room. Quarrel not with death’s rude hand. It pulls
to pieces this frail tabernacle, that, on the day when
mortal shall assume immortality, mercy may raise ‘for
me from its wreck, “a building of ‘God, an house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”

—DR. THOMAS 'GUTHRIE,- 1859.

-

ILLUMINATING LETTERS TO
THE GOSPEL WITNESS
HE GOSPEL WITNESS mail is a source of great

encouragement to us. Occasionally we receive a
request to_discontinue the paper ; and usually the reason
given is that they find it difficult to find time to read
many periodicals, or sometimes the ‘subseriber says he
cannot afford to continue. Very seldom is a request for
discontinuance accompanied by a complaint as to the
quality of the contents of the paper. ' Not infrequently
tHose who have discontinued, when the _-paper ceases to
reach them, discover how much they miss its weekly
visit, and renew their subscription.
«~ The following letter is a sample of this sort: -

A Letter from Edmonton, Alta Dec. 13, 1950 ./
Dr. Shields: -
Dear Sir:

A short.time ago 1 asked you to discontinue our copy of
THE GOSPEL WITNESS, for we did not find it easy to carry
on with the various expenses we incur. '

But I have missed the magazine so much that we are
making an extra effort to continue for some further time
with THE WITNESS. So I enclose five dollars as a further
subscription.. Our last copy was dated November 16th, and

we should like (if possible and convenient) to carry on
from there.
We keenly watch rapidly developing world events, and -
look for the end very soon, and rejoice in its nearness.
Thank you, and wish you weéll.
Smcerely, -

. A Letter from Montreal

Nothing gives us greater joy than to learn of spiritual
blessing received through THE ‘GOSPEL WITNESS, and we
especially rejoice when we learn that we are able to
minister to those who have, by the grace of God, been
brought out of the ‘darkness of Roman Catholicism.

We have a multitude of friends among French-Cana-

" djan Roman ‘Catholics, even amongst those who nominally

are Roman Catholics still, who write us saying that it
would be economic ruin, -and’ they would be reduced to
starvation, were they to allow their anti-clerical, and
anti-Romanist sentiments to be known. Many such have
written us, declaring that in their view we are among -
their best friends.

Some time ago a gentleman brought us $10.00. for -
THE GOSPEL WITNESS. He said that on a train from
Montreal he had fallen in with a French-Canadian Roman
Catholic, who asked him if he knew Dr. Shields. Receiv-
ing an affirmative reply, the Romanist said, “He is one
of the greatest friends of French-Canadians. Will you
please give him this $10.00 bill to help in the work he is
doing, and tell him it is sent to him by one who is still
nominally a French-Canadian Roman Catholic.”

'Such letters as those to which we have referred, are
encouraging. But when we receive one from some who
have been translated out of-darkness into the kingdom
of God’s dear Son, we are more than ever delighted.

The following letter was received from Montreal, with
a cheque for $38.00 enclosed as a gift to THE GOSPEL
WiTNEss. This gift has been acknowledged, but we1
thank our Montreal friends once more:

A Letter from Montreal December 4th, 1950

Dr. T. T. Shields, . ) .
Dear Sir: ,

My sister and I were “bom’ Roman Catholics, and knew
nothing about 1:he Lord Jesus, the Bible, nor prayer, until
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four years ago, at which time we were-converted through
the radio ministry of the late Rev. Talbot Hindley, a lovely
Anglican minister from England, who preached 1:'he gospel
with all its dignity and power.

Later, a friend sent us THE GosPEL WITNESS. We found
it so very instructive that we are now reading it regularly.
We understand your work, and are most sympathetic.

We love God’s faf.uthful servants, and we t'hank our
Heavenly Father for the Reformation.

With best wishes for a happy Christmas and a Godeblest
New Year.

Sincerely yours,

(Note: A cheque for $38.00 was enclosed in this letter as a
gift to THE GOSPEL WITNESS).
\
A Letter from Vancouver' -
THE GOSPEL WITNESS has a_ host of friends in Western
. Canada, in all the Western 'provinces, and .especially in
* British Columbia. -
Some years ago, when Sir William Robertson Nicol was
the great Editor of The British Weekly, a Home Mission

_Pastor in one of our small churches showed us a letter
‘he had-received from Sir William, in response to a letter

he had written him. The Canadian Pastor had written

. the Editor, expressing his great appreciation of his

articles, and tellmg him of the blessing they had brought
him.. Sir William’s letter_ was overflowmg with ex-
pressions of gratitude.

It is many years ago, but we -recall the substance of
what he said. ‘He wrote to this effect: “Subscribers to
The British Weekly must find profit in reading its pages,
or otherwise they would-not continue to subscribe. But
of the many thousands who read it, very /few ever write
to me a note of acknowledgment of blessing received. I
have to go,on-in famﬂh trusting that people are helped,-
who never tell me 850.”

"Similarly, we have no 'doubt thousands of our readers
find blessing in THE GOSPEL WITNESS. Weé cannot com-
plain that few acknowledge that fact, for many do. But
there are thousands of others who, we suppose;sare like
. the nine lepers who had been cleansed; and when only
one returned to give thanks to God, our Lord said,
“Were there not ten cleansed? Where are the nine?”

Even as we write, this Editor feels a sense of con-
demnation in -the,reflection that he might often ‘have
written to others, thanking them for what they had
written, when he, failed to do so. However, we are always
happy to hear kind words spoken of THE GOSPEL
WITNESS."

The following is a letter that is full of kind words.
ft was accompanied by a gift of $100.00 for THE GOSPEL
WiTNESS Fund. The -letter was most welcome, and the
$100.00 cheque did not in the least diminish our gladness.

‘We have had several requests that the address on The
Atom Bomb—Romanism and Communism, might be
. printed in pamphlet form. Here, for jinstance, is a
sample letter, dated in London, Ontario, “December 9th.

We are happy to respond to the suggestion of this
letter in respect to the reproductmn of the address by
Dr. Israel Guelros, of Brazil, which appears in this
issue.

Following is the London letter:

London, December 9th, 1950
Dear Dr. Shields:.

Your sermons in December 7th issue of THE GOSPEL Wrr-
NEsS T have read with deep delight. In the light of present
world conditions, no other'message can suffice: “The same,

yesterday, to-day, and forever”.
The sermon on' “Elements in Present World Oonfu_sion”,

.of a Desperate World to Christian Truth”.

T wish could- be reprinted in tract form. Not only is it
.valuable to all ‘Christians, but of peculiar value to The
Protestant League.

Often I think of your readers in- Egypt, in the East =
Indies,—particularly to readers like the man with all the
bound velumes of your paper. What an encouragement it
must be to you that the Lord has glven you.such glimpses
of His use of your paper!

I noticed recently, in reviewing my flle of Christian ~~

Beacons, where they sometimes reproduce from THE GOSPEL

WITNESS, a sermon in their issue of Sept. 28th, 1950, 'anj

address by Dr. Israel Gueiros, of Brazil, on “The Oha.llenge

wondering whether you would care to reproduce that ad-
dress in THE GosPEL WITNESS. It could be reduced, per-.
haps-only excerpts from it, with a statement about him,
It struck me as an 1mpor'tant contribution to Protestant
literature, significant as from a South American. It‘'is

" addressed to American youth, but could be applied to.
. Canaduans, too.

Yours smcerely, L

'We replled to this letter as Lfollow5'

.December 16th, 1950 .

Dear ............ ’ .

Thank you for your letter of December Sth.

The sermon on “Elements in.Present World-Confusxon"
would go to all the countries you name. It is with the wide
range of THE GOSPEL WITNESS in view very often that I
speak on these subjects. -

My trip around the world was, as you kmdly suggest,
encouraging, because I came upon THE GOSPEL WITNESS
everywhere. - In Australia and New Zealand we have had-
quite’ a large circulation, and so I was fairly well known
before going there. ’

I wish it were. possible to print some of these things in
pamphlet form, but my difficulty is this: THE GOSPEL WIT-
NESS costs a lot of money to produce. We have no revenue
from advertisements, and even ‘the -increased rate to $3.00

- a year does not pay for the printing. Only as we obtain
contributions from our friends is it made.possible to con- .

tinue’our- publication.

I have numerous requests for the publication of certain
articles and addresses in pamphlet form, where they could
be freely distributed, which I s8hould be glad to comply
with, but always ’I am faced w1th the problem of how to
-pay the bills.

You will be finterested to know that our Jarge edition
of the first address on the “Definition” of the doctrine of
the Assumption, is completely sold out, and the second one
nearly sold out.

When I have completed my series on ‘“The Present® Anti-
christ”, I may be able to gather them together into a book,
and sell enough to pay for the publication. The difficulty
in issuing pamphlets ‘is that it never occurs to people that
it costs anythmg to print, and so they have to be given
away.

Thank you for the suggestion res:pectmg the address, of
Dr. Israel Gueiros. I may be able at a convenient time to
reproduce it in THE GospEL WITNESS.

Wm:‘h kindest regards, ‘and renewed thanks for your let-
ter, I'am,

TTS/L

Sincerely yours,
(T T. SHTELDS)

‘We will inquire as to the cost of reproduc’mg the-
.address named, and see if, by any means, it can be ac-

complished. If any others of our ‘readers feel, as our
Yancouver, and London correspondents do, we should
welcome their co-operatlon m prov1d-1ng funds for their

publication.
But here follows the Vancouver letter

Letter from Vancouver .
. Vancouver, B. C
* December 15, 1950
Dear GosPEL WITNESS: '

Profoundly 1mpressed by your timely address just to
hand on the ?—Twin. Dev:ls' I had rthought to get your

bl

i

I have been .
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permission to publish it here in tract form. However, have _
neither time nor strength. You 'do things better in Toronto,

except for open Sunday—Just defeated here.

Great meeting this week with John Cunningham. The
Chairman allowed quite a debate by a Catholic Actionist—
pity m Protestant Action meeting! At last he got, “Sit
down &hd shut up” — charging the speakér’s 'address as

untrue.

Have pleasure in fdrwarding cheque for $10000 to help
with the good work. My love and Christmas gree'tmgs to
your “boys and girls” in the office — (Helpers in Christ
Jesus). Praying always for your health and strength—
‘even as your GOsPEL WITNESS Prospers.

Again, God bless, God help you! Stand up! Speak up!
and never shut ‘ap till Jesus calls you home!

. Faithfully yours,

A Letter from Cannington .

We received the following letter dated at Cannington,
December 14th, 1950,

Here we will publish the letter first, and our comments
afterwards:

Cannington, Ont.
December 14, 1950.

Toronto.
Gentlemen:

I enclose cheque for $100.00 and would be pleased to re-
ceive a voucher for income tax purposes.

You may expend it as you see fit, but would suggest you
consider missionary work' among French Canadians.

Thanking you,
- Sincerely,

As the letter states, a cheque for $100.00 was enclosed,
and of course we shall send a voucher for income tax
purposes, as we always do, for $5.00 or over. We are
grateful to our friend for giving us liberty to expend it
as we see fit, and directly, or indirectly, we shall spend
it for missionary work among French-Canadians.

"Of course, even THE GOSPEL WITNESS is a missionary
to French- Canad,lans, as we have stated; and with our
friend’s kind permission we shall put this $100.00- m
THE GOSPEL WITNESS Fund, and for this reason:

Of all our funds THE GOSPEL WITNESS Fund is the
most needy, not because it is being neglected by anyone,
but because of the enormously mcreased cost of pub-
lishing.

We do not want to pre-empt whatever responses may
be awaiting our January appeal for help. We always
send out a letter to all subscribers in January. But we
do ask all our subscribers earnestly to pray that God
would move some. of His stewards among our subscribers, .
to send us, if possible, some large gifts, but ot'herWIseL
whatever they can.

Here let us add this -word: it is .amazmg the number —
of letters we receive from people who have no income
but their old-age, or military, pension. They send their
‘subseription and express their deep regret-that they are
unable to send us a large contribution. We value these
subscribers more than we can say. It is an unspeakable
joy to feel 'that we are permitted to minister, through
the pages of THE GOSPEL. WITNESS, to great numbers

- of people who are aged, and for various reasons, shut in.

So we say to all such: we know that you have no money
to send us, but will you join us in prayer to the Father in
Heaven that He will move His stewards, who have money,
out-of their larger resources, to assist us in this great _
missionary endeavour..

The Editor feels the greater freedom in writing thus,

because the paper has no revenue from advertisements,
and because the Editor has done his editorial work for
nearly thirty years without so much as one cent of
remuneration. Any tncome from books which he has
published, has gone into THE GOSPEL WITNESS Fund.

A Letter from Belvidere, Illinois

Our office informs us that a subscriber from Ilinois
merely returned a renewal notice filled out, and without
comment, a cheque for $50.00. That is the estimate of
our Illinois subscriber of ‘the value of THE GOSPEL
WITNESS. Printing costs have so enormously increased
that our GosPEL WiITNESS fund is. greatly in need of
such large gifts as $100 00, and $50.00; nor would a gift
of $1,000.00"be excessive.

We express our warmest t'hanks to our subscriber in
Belvidere, Ill.

THE GOSPEL WITNESS wishes all its readers a Merry
Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year.

A CERTAIN DR. J. G. ENDICOTT

HE following item appeared. in The Globe and Ma,zl
Toronto, Monday morning last, December 18th

While last-ditch stands around the UN evacuatmn
beachhead iat Hungnam' in Northeast Korea were
fighting off hordes of ‘Chinese ‘Communist troops last
night, a capacity audience jammed Massey Hall in_
Toronto to hear Dr. J. G. Endicott declare the whole
thing is a fraud.

The meeting, sponsored by the Canadian Peace Con-
gress, heard Dr. Endicott say this: “The report of huge .
Chinese armies fighting the Americans is one of the
biggest hoaxes MacArthur has pulled yet.”

To help Dr. Endicott and three other delegates to
the recent Sheffield and Warsaw ‘World Peace Con-
gress sessions carry this message across Canada, the
Toronto meeting donated and pledged $1,800

‘We wonder where this Dr. Endicott belongs. ‘Certain
delegates who had: been at [Sheffield, England, and War-
saw, Poland, in November; in the invitation "card are
described as “reporting delegates”. We received an in-
vitation card, but did not attend. We are not quite sure
where Dr. Endicott belongs, but we suggest that he
ought to be-in-one of three places: a lunatic asylum, a
jail, or, better still, front place on -the beachhead at
Korea, where the United Nations soldiers are fighting
for their lives. He might then have a chance to prove
whether ‘General MacArthur’s report of ‘“hordes of
Chinese Communist troops” was a reality, or “a fraud”.

BOOKS AND BOOKLETS
By DR. T. T.-SHIELDS

"Other Little Ships” . $2.00
Beautifully bound in blue cloth with gilt letters, 280 pages

"Tho Plot That Failed" 2.00
ecial Wustrated Number of Sept. 28 ... 25
Ruuollhm or Rutherfordism", 71 pages . N .

- "The Papacy in the Light of Scripture”, 26 pages ... 25
"The Oxfog Group Analyzed” . 05
“Does Killed in Aeﬂon Mean Gone to Heaven?" ... .05
“The Christian Attitude Toward Amusements” -..... ... .08
“The God of All Comfort" 05

"The Gospel Witness .
130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto 2 - Canada
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NATIONAL UNION OF PROTESTANTS

Rome and Communism
Miss Monica Farrell, speaking at the third ahnual con-
vention of the National Union of Protestants in the
Wellington Hall, Belfast, last week, said that Rome
claimed that Communism was endangering world peace.

It was as a result of Vatican policy that the world was .

plungéd into the last two wars.

Rome also claimed that Communists ‘suppressed in-
formation, but had the peoples of Franco Spain, or Col-
umbia or Portugal a free Press? She did not accuse the
Communists of keeping the people in ignorance. Com-

munism had “taught milkions to read and write whom

Rome had left in ignorance. That did not mean that
Protestants approved of Communism. _ .
Miss Farrell said that to ask the people to fly to the
refuge of Rome to avoid the awful Reds was like asking
a man to rush into the claws of a panther to avoid the

. Zlaws of a tiger.

Mr. W. J. Morgan, M.P., presided.
B4

Bible School Lesson Dutline
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Lesson 14

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

PROMISES OF BLESSING

Lesson Text: Malachi 8. ~ ~ - .

Golden Text: “And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of

~ hosts, in that day whe
Mal. 3:17. .

I. The Coming of the Blessed One: verses 1-6.

The Old Testament prophets were reformers, in the true
gense of the word. They weré sent of God to declare to the
people of their day the flaming message of rebuke for the
prevalent sin and apostasy, but with a message of encourage-
ment to the faithful remnant who continued to fear God. It
was their task to call the nation to repentance. .

Among the sins of God’s people which merited reproof was
the habit of murmuring against Jehovah—against His Per-
son, His commands and His Providential dealin (Numb.
14:2, 29; 26:63, 65; 2 Cor,10:10),, The charges laid ‘at their
door brought forth either an imp/udent denial or an insolent
challenge: “Wherein have we despised thy mame?” (1:6);
“Wherefore?” (2:14); “What have we spoken against thee ?”
(3:13). Beholding the seeming prosperity of the wicked, they
went so far as to charge the Lord Himself with unrighteous-
ness: “Where is the God of judgment?” (Mal. 2:17).

To these sceptical sinners, as well as to the discouraged
believing ' remnant, the prophet, speakingeby inspiration,
announced the coming of ‘the Messiah, the messenger of the
rovenant (Isa. 63:9). Of late there had been no Divine inter-
vention, and evil seemed to hold undisputed sway, but the
Lord would surely come; He would break the long silence
‘Psa. 50:1-6; Habb. 2:20; Hagg. 2:7). The Lord would send
a messenger before Him to prepare the hearts of the people
for His coming (Isa. 40:3; Mal. 4:5, 6). That messenger was
John the Baptist,. the forerunner’ of the Lord Jesus Christ
(Matt. 3:3; Mk, 9:11-13; Lk. 7:27). It is significant that the
word “Malachi” means- “my messenger”. )

The children of Israel had long been,awaiting the coming

" of the Messiah, hoping to be delivered from political bondage,
but they did not realize that their greatest need was for
redemption from the bondage of sin. ‘The ﬁ)rophet announced
that the Messiah would surely come, and that when He came,
He. would purify them and refine them, evem as gold and
silver are refined by fire of judgment and purging (Job
23:10; Isa. 1:26; 4:3, 4; Zech. 13:9; Mal. 4:1; Matt. 3:10-12).
Who could stand before the Holy One of God (Rev. 6:15-17) ?
When purged from sin, they would be @ble to present offer-
ings whic)h would be acceptable to the Lord (Isa. 1:10-20;
Mal. 1:11). . :

I make up my jewels.”—

It was because of the faithfulness of God, Who changeth
néver (Numb. 23:19; Rom. 11:29; Jas. 1:17), but is the same
yesterday; to-day and forever (Psa. 102:25-28; Heb. 1:10-12;
13:8) that the Israelites, the descendants of Jacob,-had not
been utterly consumed (Lam. 3:22; Am. 9:9). Their sins
would have brought about destruction and ruin, had not the
Lord remained true to His. covenant (2 Chron. 21:7).

IL. The Conditions of Blessing: veTSes 7-18.

The Divine Surgeon carefully diagnosed the spiritual ill-
ness of the' inhabitants of the land and plainly declared the
cause of their present distress. In spite of their pretended
innocence when, blinded with pride, they argued against every
charge,' they were arraigned before the bar of God’s justice
and pronounced guilty of robbery against the Most High.
Wherein had they robbed Him? They had withheld from
Him the glory due His name (Psa. 29:2), the obedience of
their hearts to which He was entitled (Isa. 29:13), the tithes
which He had commanded (Gen. 14:10; 28:22; Lev. 27:30;
Numb. 18:21, 24; Deut. 26:2) and -the offerings which they
had promised in token of love and gratitude to Him (Exod.
23:19; 34:26). . T '

To experience a return of His favour, the people must re-
turn to the Lord (Deut. 28:1-3; Isa. 55:7; Zech. 1:3). To
prove that the Lord was true to His promise, let them take
Him at His word (1 Kings 18:24; 37-39; 1.Chron. 21:26;
2.Cor. 9:6-8). Let them bring into His courts the whole
tithe (Prov. 3:9, '10; 1 Chron. 26:20; 2 ‘Chron. 81:11; Neh.
10:38; 38:10-12) and the generous offerings (Exod. 22:29).
If this were done, instead of cursing, they would experience
much spiritual blessing (2 Chron. 7:14). Moreover, the Lord
would undertake for them and fight for them against their

-enemies, giving them complete vietory (2 Chron. 20:15-17;
Isa. 54:17) and also economic prosperity ((Deut. 28:11, 12)
and a good name among the nations (Deut. 28:13; Mal. 2:9).

They must cease their sinful complaining against the Lord,
for they had been murmuring in the time of adversity that
it did not pay to serve the Lord (Job. 1:9; 21:7; Psa. 73:13,
14; Jer. 12:1), since to them it seemed as though the wicked
always prospered, whereas the righteous frequently suffered
adversity (Psa. 73:1-12; 94:3). . .

In spite of the ;general unbelief and wickedness, there were
some, the faithful remnant, who remained true to the Lord
(Isa. 1:9; 10:20-22; 11:11; Jer. 15:11-21; Rom. 11:5). They
were His chosen seivants (Rev. 17:14), the ones who knew
the secrets of the Lord (Psa. 25:14) and had their dwelling
in the atmosphere of His presence (Psa. 91:1; John 15:7).
Upon them He would shower His blessing (Ezek. 34:26). They
feared the Lord; that is, they loved, honoured, revered and
obeyed Him '(Psa. 19:9; Mal. 4:2). They thought upon His

name, meditating upon what He was and what He had done .

for them (Psa. 1:1, 2; Mal. 2:5, 6), and spoke of Him often
.one to another. Men of earth-might despise them, but the
Lord took notice of them and would” remember them.when
His books were opened: (Psa. 56:8; Dan. 7:10; Rev. 20:12).
‘They would be His own precious jewels, the crown of His
glory (Dan. 12:3; 1 Thess. 2:19, 20). May we all be among
_those chosen faithful ones who bring joy to the heart of
their Master and Lord! - . .

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

Dec. 25—Blessings in Serving the Lord .... Dan. 3; Rev. 22:1-5
~Dec. 26—Blessings in Tithing

! +  Prov. 3:9, 10; 1 Cor. 16:2; Lk. 6:38
Dec. 27—Blessings in Christian Fellowship ... 1 John:1
Dec. 28—Blessings in Deliverance ... nsemersssaenmartstn - P8a. 84
Dec. 29—Blessings in Separation ... 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1
Dec. 30—Blessings in Thinking on Christ ...t Psa. 104
Dec. 81—Blessings in Belonging to the Lord ... Isa. 43:1-21

SUGGESTED HYMNS

When He cometh. When the heart made pure is the temple
of the Lord. Revive Thy work, O Lord! Abiding, oh, so
wondrous sweet! Take time to be holy. There shall be
showers of blessing. : _

SEND US NAMES PLEASE
Frequently we receive names from GOSPEL WITNESS
readers, who request that we send sample copies to
such persons. We invite our friends to send us lists
of persons who may become potential subscribers.
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