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MARRIAGE, as an ,institution, as an elemental social 
, neces'sity, Is as Old ·as Eden; and is therefore a mere 

haclmeyism, 'a commonplac~ in a commonplace so.cial 
order. But ask any young bride and' groom if there is 
anything commonplace about their wedding! In other 

- words, marr:i'age as an institution~ may be commQn and 
uninteresting: as an experience it becomes a thrilling 
romance. 

'Thus life -is full of objective commonpiaces. They 
acquir:e inter:est and importance onl}y as they are trans
lated, -iIllto. per80nal experiences. 

This is true of Chris-tUlas. To the little child ·it .i's new, 
and is invested with an indescribable fascination. He may 
'know but Uttle about i't historically, but .propheticaUy it . 
thrills him w-ith a sleepless wonder. The passing years, 
increased burdens, and ever-multiplying sorrows and be
rAv'ements, inevitabqy wrap the soul about 'betimes with 
a 'spir.it of· heaviness, 'and with a loneliness which is a:ll 
the more poignant because the soul 'sits in an ·aching 
silence that is thronged 'with haunting memories. ~Hence 
we 'say that Chr:istmas is scarcely as welcome as once 
it was. We greet it with respect, but feel some measure 
of relief when the once-so-merry-season is again. be
hind U8. 

Yet there must. be a way of redeeming the common
place. Th.ere must be a way of raising up children unto 
Abraham, even from cold and Ufeless s,tones. No sane 
man can beco~e enthus~astie· about an historical event 
millenniums away. Even the graves of people once 
greatly beloved· sometimes wear an aspect of age, if not 
of neglect. The Igreatest ev~nts have a way of reced'ing . 
into the d·istance: untill, like a sh·ip outward' -bound" they 
drop out of sight beyond the horizon. 

Is there any way of keeping the Christmas bt!lls per
petually ·ring.ing, and the Christmas choirs always sing
ing their pastoral halleluj'ahs to poor shepherds in, the 
fields? Is ther:e any way of investing things that are 

. good, and true, ·and' pure, and honest, and ~ovely, with 
immortality ~ Must all our roses last only a few 'days? 
Must the treasures of li~lie brok~ii and neglected like 
chUdren's toys a week after Christmas? 

UQder the British flag for more than half a century 
the twenty-fourth I of May was observed a'll the Queen's 
biIthday, and wlien the "good Queen" had passed to 
the 'gr:eat beyond it was thought to perpetuate her mem-' 

ory by still observing the day: But it has degenerated 
into a mere holidlaY. We call it Empire Day, and the 
"good Queen'" is all butforgotten~because she is dea'd! 
You cannot long keep the birthdays of dead men. 

But in a few d'ays it win be Christmas, and the world 
wm greet it once more with ringing bells and singing 
choirs, and the laughter of millions of- happy little· 
ch·jI}dren. 'Spring up, O· Well! Ah, here is a Fountain! 
Here i~ 'a River perennially flowing!" ~Here is a Birthday 
to be held ·in everlasting remembrance; for the Child 
that was born so long ago. still lives!. "Ha!llelujah! 

But the charm of Christmas is not the lovely decora
tions, nor the bountifullY' provisioned larder; nor· is it 
a.together ·the visit of Santa 'Olaus, nor the tree he leaves 
-behind him dazzling with silver and gold and pretty 
ligh~and ob, . such wond,rous gifts! Christmas is the 
home 'season. Christmas is a time for family reunions. 
Christmas 1s - the season when we try to make the family' 
circle as -complete as possible. But; ah me, when Death 
has rudely broken it, it does but the more emphasize the 
absence of those we loved. 

Shan Christmas pass? Shall we let it die, those of us 
who can have no 'Christmas in the way in which we once 
so rapturously .. enjoyed .it? Ah no!' The Sta'r is still 
shining. The Babe may sWI be found. Like the wise 
men of ancient time we may still worship. And now we . 
may understand more clearly than they the reason for 
the poverty and the 'squalor of His earthly surrolIn'd-ings; 
for we have known the Child Jesus as a Man, we have 
seen Him on the cross. .And if the manger is empty, so 
is the grave! And Faith discerns ~. shining. pathway 
where angels wait to minister to weary but eager pil
grims who declare plainly that they seek a city, and that 
they are hurry.ing on to keep Christmas at ·home. 

Yes, 'some day we shall be at home. It i-s no figment. 
8f the imagination. Let no man dar:e to tell us we have' 
foUowed cunningly devised' fables. In the Father's house 
there are ·many mansions. He is expecting us ·home. 
And all things wiU be ready when we arrive. When at 
last we reach the Bolden City, what inexpressible' glad
ness we shall feel! What joys immortal wiiJl possei5S us 
when we find! our loved an'd lost waiting, with the 
Sav-iour Who redeemed them and us, to bid us welcome 
to the city where they keep Christmas all the year round, 

. because they have no need of the sun, n9r ·of the moon, 
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nor' of the stars to 'shine in it, for the, glory of God doth 
'lighten it" and the Lamb is' the "light thereof. . ' 

By way of the. Manger, the Cross, the' E~pty Grave, 
and t'he Shining Track to the gates of pearl, let us all go 
home for Chrisinlas. ' . ... . . . , 

A WORD TO ALL GOSPEL WITNESS 
. SUBSCRIBERS , 

. SOME time ago we sent a letter to all the members of 
Jarvi'S IStreet 'Church, suggesting- that· each shou'ld 

endeavour to· secure five new 'subscribers for THE Gos-\ 
PEL WITNESS. Many members· have alread.y done this, 
and others are still working at it. 

While ,the Edftor has always strongly objected ·to the 
use 'of his portrait in this paper,. and· iri doing 'so, he lays 

, no claim to unusual modesty; but it has 'seemed to -him 
that the majority of his readers would enjoy the paper 
'better if they had no idea what the Edi,tor 'looks like! 
But we have observed that the most ordinal'Y people, in 

" the world are often very fond of having their portrai't 
taken, and·'apparently there is wha,t the newspaper men 
..:a:1I a bit· of "'human interest" 'in it, for the reason t.hat 

v portraits are 810 often used. for ad.vertising pur~ses. 
With thls in view, independently of the Edi,tor"s judg

ment, fine copies of the Xarsh portrait, printed· on super
fine paper, have been printed; and these GOSPEL WITNESS 
promoters added a Postscript to the effect that if anyone 

'w.ould send in f,ive new subscriptions he or ;!!he would 
receive, if requested, the Editor's autograp4ed photo
graph, ·suitable for ·framing. That is, of course, as 

, suitable as anything repfesenting ,the· Ed,itor coulld. be! 
However, we submit, and make the same offer to all 

our GOSPEL WITNESS subscribers. It will be easy for any 
one of our subscribers, if he or she would really under- .. 
take the matter seriously, to secure other new subscrip-
tions, four or five. WiJll you not try it? I 

In offering THE GOSPEL WITNESS to your fr·iends you 
may tell them that we will send either of the Blakeney 
books: "POPERY IN ITS SO,CIAL ASPECT" or 
"ROMAN CATHOLIC DOCTRINES EXAMINED" (over 
300 pages jn each); books which wou'ld' sell from $1.50 
to $2.00 each in England. Either of these books wiJil be 
given, without charge, as a premium to ever.y new sub
scriber; and to- anyone who wants both b.ooks, the second 
one will be given for an adp,itional 50 cent's. 

Or, instead of this premium, a volume of addresses en
titled, "THE PRODFGAL AND HIlS BROTHER" will 
be given as a premium with each new subscription. But 
~lease re~ember this ;i's for NEW 'subscriptions on~y. ' 

We have invested in these books 'as one way of adver
tising THE ,GOSPEL WITNESS, and. endeavouring to secure 

-new subscribers. ' , 
This book of 132 pages, entitled, "THE PRODIGAL 

AND 'HIS BROTHER" is in '·its fifth edition. . It was 
pu-blished under th~ title, "THE ADVENTURES OF 
A MODERN YOUNG ~AN", and four large editions 
were 'sold. Notwithstanding we found a great many 
people who had no idea, without seeing U, what the book 
contained; and so we have given it·a new title, "THE 
PRODIGAL AND HtS BROTHER - OR THE ADVEN
TURES OF A MODERN YOUNG MAN". It contains it 
series of sermons' (-and we may whisper this: we have 
known of many ministers who found, in it·a useful sug-

, gestion for ~ ,series of sermons). 

~lrt (JinsP.tl lMitnrS.5 
aull . 

J C'ptesbrnt Abttllcate:, 
Published every· Thursday' for the propagation of the 
Evangelical principles of the Protestant Reformation 'and 

_ in defence of the faith once. deliver'ed to the Sail!ts. 

$3.00 Per Year. Postpaid to any address. Hie .Per Single Copy. 

... • 
\ 

EditOr 
T. T. SHIELDS 

A~sociate Editors 
W. S. WHITCOI\IBE, M.A. ~Tor.) 

OLIVE· L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 
, ' I S. S. Lesson and Exchanges .. 

"I am not ashamed of the gospel of Chrlst;"-Romans 1 :16. 

• 
Address Correspondence:· 

THE GOSPEL WiTNESS 
130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto 2. CanaCla 

Telephone RAndolph 7415 
Registered Cable Address: Jarwitsem, Canada 

'. 

H e1'e are thje Chap'ter Headings: 
How He Became Independently Rich 
A Young Man's Trip Abroad. 
The Use a Young· Man Made of His FONune 
A.Young Man's Experience in'a Foreign Country 
Getting Homesick 0 .,' • • 

Starting for Home 
T,hereis No ~lace Like Home 
The Prodigal's Brother 

The price 'of the book, if bought separately, wiil<te 
$1.00; 'but it will_cost nothing as a premium for a new 
subscription to THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS. / . 

When sending in new subscriptions, please let us know 
to whom they are to be acknowledged·. 

THE SPECIAL WESTERN EDITION 

As THE Christmas and, New Year's seasons are so 
nearly upon us, we have decided that it would be 

better to postpone the special edition until some time in 
Japuary, when people are less preoccupied.. 

We are most gratefu'l to our Western subscribers, many 
of whom have sent us the names of persons to whom 
'they would like us ,to send that particular issue. -In the , 
aggregate we have received many hundreds of names. 
We shall appreciate iot if ot'her subscribers will al~ send 
us lists. 
.. We are, of course, aware that the Separate School prin
cip'le was written into the Constitution of Saskatchewan 
'and AI'berta, when they were "erected·", about 1905 or 
1906. ,We know a great deal about it, ,because we fought 
it 'vigorously when in London;'when the Autonomy Bills 
were before the House of Commons ,in' ,Sir Wilfred 
Laurier's time; but what WEl _are concerned about is the 
extension of t'hese things, and that is why we desire to 
explain -the evil of Separate 'Schools, as we :!\hal'l 'do in 
our Special Western Edi,tion. ' 
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'The: Angels' Christmas' M~sic 
(A Chri!tmast Message) 

A Sermon by Dr .. r. T. S~e~ds 

Delivered- in Jarvis Street Baptist" phurch, Toronto, on a Christmas.Morn~ng 
(Stenographically Repol'lted) 

• 0 

. "And it came to pass, as ·the angels were gone 'aWaY ·from them.into hea~en, ~he 
shepherds said one to another; , Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see thIS thmg 
which ·is come to pass, wihich ·the Lord hath ·made known unto uS."-Luke 2:15. 
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THE Christmas .story 'is an historic fact. It is histori- unto "babes" because it seems good in His sight. And it 
cally true that Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Juda~a is possible for every one of us, howsoever humble our 

in the days of Herod the king. And yet, in principle, 1t .occupation, however mean the tasks to which much of our 
is not to be ·shut up to a particular point of time, nor to ' time must be devoted, however Uniited our mental capa
any geographicaillocation. While thjl truth· is historical1y cities for the understanding of ordinary thing's,-it ·is 
based, it is a truth that is independent of time andi plru:e. possible for us all to. be visited by tl~e angels. And they 
C~ininog .i~to this realm we deal with matters of eternity, are ski'liled teacliers;they will ever be found to be com-

. and- think of One Who had' really neither beginning of petent guides; and they 'know how to mal<:e/.the path that. 
-,_. days nor end of 'life. . reads to Bethlehem. plain to the simplest 'understanding . 

. ' It is !to'ssibl:e 'fo~ us to find a place. of. worship in the 
fields, while we are keeping our flocks. It iii possible that 
the kitchen, or the workshop, or the office, may become to 

I. 

rrhe text I have read to you is a record of A DMNE anyone a holy temple where the angels minister the 
REVELATION. The angels_came from he·aven to tell be- thi~s of God, as truly as Jacob when he laid· his head 
nig-hOOd men something they could not d,iscover for them- upon a 'stone for a pillow saw heaven open and a ladder 
selves. The first Christmas pres'ent was securely hidden, ascending from eartli. to heaven, with 'angel messengers 
and no mali could ever have found i'ts hiding place had it ascending and descend4ng; it is possible for us in all re
not been divinely disclosed. That principle lies at the lat10nships of life, and in all legitimate occupations,. to 
basis of an ~nderstanding of ~piri-tual truth: it·is not by find: God: near to us, and to live in the experience of a 
any means dIscoverable to the naturall man .. No man can revelation rrom the skies. . .. 
find: Je'sus of himself. :' And then look at the cgntent of that revelation. Go'd' 

"It i's written in the prophets, And they shall all be always comes .to men in mercy. 'The very f'act that God 
taught of 'God'." No man ever finds his way to Christ speaks at all is an indication of Hi-s loving kindness. Had 
until an angel ha~ d·iscovered him, 'ur,rtil the HolY'Spirit, He not desired to do us good, He had never come to us. 
by some ~eans, 'reveals the-truth to him. It w~·s so in 'Som~times' the postman-in fact not infrequenJ;ly-the 
the ex~erlence of .Ma,~y, and ~f Joseph, ll;Dd of Eh~ab.eth. postman brings me a great pile of.letfe,rs. I open . them, 
.The ~Ise? men saId,: Where I~ ~e th~t ~s bQ~. KIng of and .sometimes ~ay, "What shall I find within this pack~ 
the Jews. f~r. we ?a~; seen hIS st~r In the east, ~nd. are age of envelopes to-day? How many troubled hearts. 
cOI?e to worshll? 'tum. Tl),ey e1lqulred of that w~l(~h w~s here ~ How many people seeking help? How many souls 

. wrlt!en, and, WI.S~ as they were, they were gropmg theIr in sorrow?" Well, that i-s our privilege, to share the grief 
w~y to~ard ChrIst. But they coul.d never have found of. others. But occasiona:lly it is delightful to _open a ~ 
1{Im WIthout the Star, and the wntten Word, and, the letter and find. that it is full of good tidings a .message 
going.s of GO'd upon their oWn ·spirits, to teach them. the of cheer. ~"' 
meanIng of the Book. J wonder what is ,the cont~nt of God's revelation? Wha·t 

It would simplify matters for us all '·if we co~Id re- parcel did He leave on pur doorstep? What news did He 
member that-there is a Star which no astronomer's tele- send us by the angel postman? What was in the .l~tter? 
scope can d·i·scover; that there 'are matters of reality Oh, good tidings, but such good. tidings as the world had 
beyond the scope of science, and altogether beyond the 'nevel ,heard before nol" ·since, save only as its message 
reach. of the human inteIllect. Only as God·.is pleased has been repeated,-=-a message of a Saviour, a message 
to vi-sit us, and, to withdraw the veil, and. to make knoWIi of a King, and of a kingdom from whoich has passed all 
to us His purposes of grace, can' we see 'the Child, or' in' sin, and sorrow; from which pain, and tears, and death . 
reality, worship 'Him. itself, are to be forever -banished ;/)of which we are to be 

Now tMs divine visitation came to men of v,ery humble partakers; of whose riches we are ourselves the heirs. 
rank, and wliile they were engaged.. in their 'daily tasks. Oh whoa't good· tidings there are in the heavenly· message 

What a -bles'sing it is that the riches of div·ine grace are. brought to us by 'the angels at this Christmas season! 
not reserved for a f~w; ,that God does not v.isi.t merely And then I would like to remind you' that Heaven', 
those of high degree, or those who occupy exalted JlOsi- revelations are always set to music; for scarcely had the
tions among ·their fellows! There are thing·s which are angel uttered hi'S' marvellou's message when suddenly 
"hidden" from th~ wise and prudent, which are revealed . there was wi'th the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

. ", 
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praising God and saying, "'GlorY '00 God in the 'highest, heaven, when perhaps Sunday is past, or the companion-
and on earth peace, good will towar.d men:" That is the ship of ·some pa~icularly 'spiritual man o~ woman is for 
message of C,tIristmas. The worl<l:s sublimest' .music the moment ended, and we are left in the, fields again 
f1nd;s its in'spiration in the"Holy Chila; for did He not· face to -face with the unheroic and unpoetic and unmusi-
come ,in order that He might attune a discordant -world' cal, and unattractive ,things of life-Moth only sheep? Oh, 
to the will of God, and to aU the -harmonies, and all the! yes, I know what you -say. Someone says, "'Oh yes, Mr. 
loveliness of 'heaven. . . Preacher, b~t I wish YDU had to work where I work." 

You have sometimes turned the little button of your Or some woman says, "What about the dish,pan's; and 
radio when silence reigned, and suddenly your room was all the la:bour of' the lcltchen·?". When .the .choir have 
flooded with music, because the air was full of it. And ceaSed their 'singing, ana all the 'halleluja:hs have died 

- if only you could be properly attuned to it, it would fall away, and you have to put. on aD: apron and get down to 
upon your ears, and fill your 'soui with delight. What is the commonpl-ace facts' of bfe, what then? 
that passage in Tennyson-it just comes to me a't the' . What shall I say?-I had almost said these emotional 
moment-where life's di'scord is described in these experiences, these special visitations, leave us with a 
words: bDly residue of fact. There is something to see. What 

"But where 'the heart is full of din, , was the revelation? ,Something had happened; Somebody 
And doubt before the portal wa~ts. had come. And the shepherd·s said, "Let u·s go and see, 

,- They can but listen at the gates I t L. th f tho d" .2: I let --. . And hear 'the h:ousehold jar within." e us put ~u e proo IS ·IVlDe UIlSC osure, . US now 
'. go even unto Bethlehem, 'and, see this thing which is come 

The Master of 'all musicco.mes and stands without,·and· to pan, Wh,·ich the Dord hath made known unto us." 
brings all heaven's 'harmonies within reach of the ears of My. dear' friends, 'the fact that Jesus wa·s born in Beth
our so,uls) that we may be enraptured ;with it. And very lehem of Judaea -is na-t dependent upOn a passing mood'of 
often He hears ,hut the household, jar, the crash of ite yours; it is not dependent upon any emotional changes, 
human will with the divfue, . the discord of a life t~at ,i's any sort of variation in 'spiritual tempera:ture. Thoug!h 
out of tune with-God. But o'h, when we are attuned, when the angels 'have 'gone away dnto heaven, Jesus abides: He 
the message has been received, and the:whole life has been 'is here. It is. forever true that the Son Df God is come. 
brought into agreement with its heavenly. purpose, sud-' Then you had better go·and see lHim;' you had 'better 'add 
denly, as though from out of the a·ir, coming ,down the to the revelation your own determination, "I will find out 
skies. the very music of heaven's -light shines; ·and the what is in it; I will get to tlie bottom of this ," In other 
angel is not alone : he is 'accompanied 'by heavenly choirs words; 'The parcel is there; you had better unwrap it, 
isinging, "Glory to 'God. in the highest, and on earth· ~ce and find out what ·is inside. ,. 
good will unto men." .Oh, wDuld it'not be fooli!lh for anybody at ,this Christ-

What I want to make clear to you: dear friends, 'is this, mas time, receiving, 'some communication from friends, 
. that just outside there, right within reach, to say "I am glad they remembered me; I am ·glad they 

"Closer to you than breathing. nearer, than hands 
and feet" '. • 

is 'alrthe light, and life, and music of !heaven, if only the 
revelation be received and acted upon. You will never 
find it for yourself. You will never discover it, however 
you strain your ears, or seek to discipline the vision 'of 

. the soul ; until God stoops and" the angels come, and 
heaven. fouche's earth, we can never learn the true mean
ing of ·Christmas as did the shepherds tn the long ago. 

. II. 
But let me remind you that this divine revelation in

spired A HUMAN RE~OLUTION, for the ,shepherds said, 
"Let us now go even unto Bethlebem". When did they 

.... say it?! "And it came to pass, as the angels were gone 
away from them into :heaven!" Do-the angels go away? 
Do they leave Ull once again .in the darkness, with nothing 
,but the rugged hills about, the dewy grass beneath" and 
all the chillines's and. loneliness of the midnight hour .. 
Are we just visited occasiosally by the angels, and then 
do they leave us? Well, th«\! revelations of Go~ ate al
ways more than. a mere rhapsodiy. The reUgion of Christ 
is 'something vastly more thana mere emotiona] appeal, 
than a d·ream, more -than a reverie, a specl.llatiDn. We 
have our. emotional moments; we have our special heav
enly visitations. But -$;hen that high hour was past, and 
w:tJ,en the music had died 'away, and the glory had de
parted, 'and 'the darkness ana silence of nigh~ came down 
again, what was there left?, Ah, what was there left? 
What Hes beneath our emotionaljsm? What is back of 
all our heavenly breathings, our 'aspirations, divinely in~ 
spired, when the angels have gone away from us into 

wrote me or remembe~ed· me with a little gift just for 
the sake of knowing I am ·not forgotten.' Of _ course, I 
do not know what they have sent; I do not koow what 

. they have given me. I only know they have sent some
thing." Nobody would: be's~ foolish a·s t'hat .. You will ' 
open it and' say, "I am goi·ng to find out what this means~" 
That is what the shepherds did·. They said·, "We will go 
even unto Bethlehem, and we will see this tMng, and, we 
will find: out what is the ·residue of fact: what is there 
that abides in the Christmas revelation." , 

Well, dear friends,'have you' d(:me that? ~'Oh but," you 
say, ~'we ca.nnot ·go to Bethlehem'" No. A great many 
p~ople I have heard ·say, "I sMula like to go to Palestine; 
I should like to ·see the city where Jesus was born." Per-

'haps I shall surprise YDU ,by ,~aying that, I have less desire 
to· see Palestine than any o·ther part of the earth. I am 
not particularly anxious' to see it. You s~y, "Why?" Oh, 
Jesus is more than Palestine, and\1 can find 'H[m in Tor~ 
onto. I do not Care anything about the ,manger, or the 
ge'Ography of'it.· It is the 'spiritual reality of it, that 
Jesus. has come: that i's the thing I am concerned about. 
No, I need,.noi go to Bethlehem literally. Are you' not glad· 
YQu do not need to . gO 11 'Oh, if you· had· to buy a ticket 
to Beth-Iehem to be a IChristi'an, what would. you not do? 
But Bethtlehem is 'he~: we have. not. to ·go into the 

. heavens to bring Him down, nor into the depths to bring 
Him again from the deaa, "The word is nigh thee, everl 
in thy mouth, and ,in thy heart:, that is, the word" of 
faith, which we ·preach; that if thou shalt confess with 
thy rrrouth the 'Lord Jesus, and. shalt believe in thine. 
heart that God- hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved."· • 

" 

, .-
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If some man here thi's morning should .. 'say, "I have "HE NEVER HAD AN ENEMY!" 
I have heard it said of men that they died 'and had not 

an enemy. Well, they' ought fu have died a great while 
before! For a man that is true, a ~a'n that knows' 'how, 
with holy horror, to rebuke wickedness, finds enou·gh of 
it-rto do in this wur]d. Has a man lived fotty or fifty 

. been hearing about Christ all my life; I have ··been hear
ing the story of His incarnation, and of His life, ~nd 
death, and resu'rrection, -all my life. Sometimes I have 
imagined that my 'soul caught just a strain of the 
heavenly music; sometimes I have felt as though Heaven 
had com!'l very~ear to me. And then the angels 'have gO,ne 
away. into heaven again, and . here I ·am just doing t~e 
Same 'Old thing, alone in the darkness with no heavenly 
accompaniment." Will you not say, "I will go even unto 
Bethlehem, and see this thing; I will personally ·investi
gate, and "l wiH know all that a poor sinner may know 
a:bout the One Who was born a Saviour WhO is Christ 
the Lord"? 

. years, and has he never .rebuked a wicke~ m~n enou~h 
to make that man ha:te hIm, so that YQu can put on hIS . 
tomb, "He has' not left an enemy"?, Why,"I CIOuld· put ' 
that on a' ca:bbage-fie]d! What kind of patriot and 
sold~e, "WOu]d he be, who, coming out of the three drench
ed days of Gettysburg,s·hould be ruble. to go home an·d 
say, "I' never hurt anybody!" For what were you en
listed? for what were you' sent there? Did Mt God call 
you into ·his army? and are you not sworn to hate ·the 
Lord's enemies, 'and make them yours? And yet, you go 
through the whole of your life, and at last die and- leave 
fools behind you to say, "He never had ·an enemy!'" . 

What was their resolution? To understand the mean
ing of that which God. hrid. said. unto t~ That is-the 
gospel. Here is the package. Thi·s is the record th,t God 
has given u·s of Hi'S Son. Perhaps somebod-y gave you 
a" Bible this 'Christmas ·time. Politely you said, "T'nank 

o-you".. Will you say, "I will go and I will understand 
what is made 'known; I will explore t'he height, and depth, 
and length, and breadth, of th!i! love of God that is mani
fested in Chqst Jesus the Lord"? 

It is useless to sing about Ch,ri'B'tmas-; it is of no use, 
to say it is a sweet story, if we do· not find our way to 
Ohrist. 

Well; what was THE RESULT OF IT? They came to 
Beth]ehem, and they found- there Joseph and Mary, and 
they found the Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, and 
lying in~a manger .. In other words,' tbey found exactly 
What Go.d told them they would find.. The-wise men saw . 
the'star and -they followed the star, and it· came and 'stood 
over th~ place where the young Child, was; and follo\\-ing 
the s·tar 'they 'came to worship Him. The shepherd-s heard 
the heavenly messengers with all their music, and they 
said, "We win go where they told, us to go,". And, obey
ing the word, .they found Chri'st. And so will you. You 
will find' ·Him. Yo~ do rot need to leave your pew .. 

Sunday night I referred you to "that word· of Mary 
after the-angel had brought her the promise. And ·then 

I -HENRY' W,uD BEECHER 

DON'T QUIT 
When things go wrong, as they sometimes will, 
When the road you're trudging seems 'all up hill, 
When the funds are low 'and the debts 'are' high, 

· And you want to smile, but you have to sjgh, . 
When care is pressing you down a bit 
Rest, if you must-but don't you quit. 
Life is qdeer with its twists' 'and turns 
As everyone of us sometimes 'learns, 
And many a failure turns 'abo1,It 
When he might have won had he liItuck it out; 
Don't give up, though the pace seems slow-:, 
You might succeed with 'another blow. 
Often .the goal is nearer than' e 
It seems to 'a faint and faltering man, 

· Oiiten the struggler has given uP' 
When ·he might have captured the victor's cup. 
And he 'learned too ilate, when the night slipped down, 
How' close 'he was to the golden crown. 
-Success is failure turned inside out-
The silver tint of the clouds of doubt~ 

· And you never can tell how close you are, 
It may be near when it seems afar; 
So stick to the fight when you're hardest hft-

'-It's when things seem worst that yo.u mustn'~ quit. 
-Anon. 

when Mary came .to E1izabet~, Elizabet~ spoke ,to. 'h,~r as ( We shall preach to no purpose unless we 'have a 
one wh~ had- beheve~. .L~t me read It ·to you. A~d, purpOse in preaching. Archbishop Whately sald of 
blessed Is'She,thatbeheved: for there shall be a perform- some preacher that "he aimed at nothing, and hit it." 
ance of those things Which were told her from the Lord. . -R. W. DALB 
And Mary said, My 'soul doth magnify the Lord', and my 
spirit hath rejoiced in God my iSaviour." JU'st believe 
Him and you shall find 'Him; and find·ing Him you shall 
find'in Him all that you desire on earth, and'all that you 
can need- in !beaven. 

Let us pray: _ 
We thank Thee, Lord Jesus, that Thou art still with wi. 

We Ibless Thee that it is still possible to come where Thou 
art. . Ahd though we ~ not see Thee wioth 'these ~·atu!a'l 
eyes nor find Thee, ·as did the shepherds, as 'a Babe lymg 
in a'manger, yet Thou art very real to us, 'and we 'have seen 
Thee, 'beyOnd a'll peradventu!e, and we have known, ~nd 
we do know that unto us is born this day a Saviour WhlCfu 
is Christ rthe Lord. • May He ~come incr~asirl'gly precious 
to every one who knows Him. And if there are 'any here 
who have never come to Bethlehem by faith, and have never 
. worsnipped God in Christ, may .such iin one come to-d8;Y' 
and 'confess Jesus as Lord, for Thy name~tf sake we ask It. 
Amen. 

-. 
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McMASTER UNIVERSITY'S DEPARTURE Thus Senator McMaster's'legacy has been looted, and 
FROM: BAPTIST PRINCIP,LES used for the establishment of a purely secular institution. 

~ 'I 1 We Should have offered no objE7ction if McMaster had 

THIRTY-9NE yearsyago we first public y cal ed atten-: had the.decency, and hones,ty, to surrender the McMaster 
tion to the fact that McMaster University was headed Legacy, and :thereafter seek State aid as a purely civic 

for "the far country:'. We gelieved at that· time 'that and secular institution. Our obje.ctiQn is to their hav-ing 
:there were influences at w9rk in the University that taken the McMas'ter Legacy, and'" prostituted it to a pur
Would alienate it from the 'strictly biblical position on pose quit,e a'lien to Senator McMaster's design. They 
which· it was founded; and that the tendencies 'already 'are liv-ing tip to what an alumnus of the Institution \ re
apparent in its teaching staff and governing bod,y would marked 'to u~, wWh fuli approval, "We refqse to be ruled 
ultimately lead· to its complete secularization. by 'a dead hand." . . 

But at tha't time in McMaster Universi,ty itself, both' Why do we write t}{us, now r Si.mply to report that, 
on th~ Faculty, on ,the Board of Governors, and in,the McMaster University applied to the ,City of· Hamilton 
Senate, there. was "a remnan.t ~cc9rdjng to the ~1~ti9n.of for a' grant.of ~one' ,quarter of a .inmion dollars. A. Money 

.'grace". ., , " .'By-Iaw was submitted ,to the electors at the recent Hamil-
'The only answer ever given to our charges was, "Dr. ton election, and 'by.vote of the people, it was defeated. 

Shields is a liar". , " , Even the natives' of "the far country" :had mo're sense, 
Things waxed worse and worse; and at length Pro- and 'Prindple, th'an ~onie who had' once lived" in the "'_ 

fessor M'arshaU )fas ,appointeq to the staff. When 'his' Falher's House. " ' , , I 
theological position was chal'lenged" a multitude came to To say that' 'the money was a'sked for ,a Hamilton Col:..~ 
his tlefence. , . ' 'lege of Pure, SCIence, would be to resort to a piec~ of rank 

We have 110 mind to rehearse the conflicts of those :hypocrisy. 'The College derives ttB- academic authority 
,years. But as we ,write, we have a very viv-id recollection from the Charter that was 'loIJgag'{l given for th'e estab
of a meeting of 'the Senate, held in the Faculty Room of Iish.ment of Ii. 'Christian University, an integral part of 
the 'o:ld McMaster University on Bloor Street. The par- • w.hich was to ,be a Baptist Th-eological, College or De-
ticu'lar busines's 'before the'meeting was the considera: partment.. _ 
tion of the proPosal to move the University to, Hamilton ; There are ,many who reco'gnize the change that has 
and, we recall that some member of the Senate argued, come over McMaste'r now. Between them and tMs Editor 
among other" advantages, that it would .be likely to 're- "the on'ly djfference is" we saw and protes'ted 'ag,ainst its 
'ceive considerable support from the city., -beginnings, thirty-one years ago. 

The late Dean J. H. Farmer was 'at that meeting, and So ~e 'it! Instead of saying, "We .told you so," with 
, to this suggestion he respondJed, in a very vigorous and greater politeness, we ,remark: "Wisdom -is justftied' of ' 

somewhat heated 'address. He most 'empnaticai1y de- her children·." 
'dared hi~ Bapti'st pos-ition" and his strict {l:dherence to 
-th,e historic Baptist principle of the complete separation. 
of Church and :State; and- that the acceptance of State 
aid; that '~s, of public money in any 'Way, for the support 
of McMaster Uni:versity, would be a 'complete betrayal of 
the princip'les underlying its foundatjon; and would meet 
with his' utmost opposition. 

Dr. Farmer never agreed with our 'protest again:st 
, MCMaster's doctrinal defection, first in I. G. Matthews, 
and later 'in L. H. Marshall; but we always believe4' that 
'-Dr. Farmer was, personally, sound. 'He was, 'howeve'r, 
so devoted to McMaster Universi,ty. that, unconsciously 
to himself, he had aUowed the Univers'ity to become al~ 
most an obses'sion, and' he ''Would not .tolerate any,' criti"" 
cism of the University's orthodoxy. - Whatever he may 
have realty believed 'at that point, he pra-ctised' principle's 
of policy 'and expediency. But in the l)1after o.f State 
'lid he was uncompromising. 

,What would. Dr. Farmer say ~to-day, if he were Jiv,ing? 
We feeil very sure, in our"own mind, that he would say, 
to himself, if, not to others, "After all; Dr. Shields 'was 
right." 

Where is McMaster University now? WelJ established 
, in "the far country". If has in fact, taken,out citizen

ship papers for itself in "the far country". It qever 
intends io' come ,home aga'in. It has had the Legislature 
complete'ly change its Constitution, and Charter; and, 
by a piel,!e of very subtle trickery, :vy.:h-ich there was no 
one shrewd enough, and strong enough, and loy.ical 
enough in the' Convention, to oppose, it secured consent 

, to the establishment of 'an Affiliilted College of I'ufe 
Science,.'that should be e~,tire'ly free from the control of 
the Baptist Denomination. - , ,:> 

" 

, , .,. 
TO ,WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

The foilowing let'ter explains itself. Anyone able to ren~ 
der g,such assistance 'as is requested please write Rev. Wm. 
S'(urh'ahn, ImmigrlJtion Secretary. ' ' 

, , " Baptist World Alli'ance'Immigration, 

Dr. T. T., Shields, 
130 Gerrard St. E. 
TqRONTO, Ont. 

404B J.l4cIntyre Block._ --
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 

, November 24, 1950 ' 

Dear Dr. Shields: " 
Permit me to introduce myself 'as the :Immigration Secre

tary for :the immigration of' Bap'tists; 'appointed by the 
Baptist 'World ANi'ance. It ,is estimated 'that we hilVe 
8,000 fellow Baptists of German ethnic, ori-gin (Volks
deutsche) from- Eastern Eurqpean countries II} Germany, 
wit'hou't help and Without hope. Many of -them live in 
terrible fear of inhuman reprisals by ,Communism from' 
Whioh 'th,l;!y 'hav~, recently escaped; We w01!ld lik~ to h~lp 
them to come mto Oanada where they, WIll 'agam enJoy 
secu~i,ty and freedom. The BaPtist World AlUance -bas 
pl'aced a substanti8!1 amount of money at our !Hsposal for 
the 'transportation of these people; but it is up to us to 
find somebody who Will offer employment land housing. We .. 

_ should like to place the immigrants in Baptist constitu: 
enoies Wherever we can becaU's~ many of,-otbem 'are de-
voted Christi-ans ,to 'their ohurch 'and to their Lord.. , 

It occurred to me that tbere mig'h,t be possibilities to 
place a number of domestic workers in soine ,homes of 
your congregation. The procedure to secure sucH" domes
tics is very simple. On the enclosed sample of -an applica
tion form 30U will see' that only 'a minimum of inform'a
tion is required,. Reallizing that you are ,a very busy man, 
I would 'appreciate neverth~l~s ;if you would find someone 
in :vouf"'congreg',ation who would don'ate some time and 
effort 'to this cause; 'and whoI:D we might get in touch with. ' 

Yours in the Sel'V'ice of Ohrist, 
W'D.LIAM STURHAHN, 

,Seer., ,B.'\Y.A. Immigration. 
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The -Formula for Perennial Gladness 
A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

/ 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, TorQnto, Sunday Evening, December 10th, ~950 
(Electrically Recorded) 

. 0 
"But unto the Son he sai:th, Thy 'throne, 0 God, is for ever 'and ever: a sceptre 

of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom, 
~'Thou hast loved righteousness, 'and hated iniquity; therefore_ God, even thy 

God, ~h8J1:hanoi.nted thee wi'th the' oil of gladness above ~hy feliJ.ows."-Heb. 1:8-9. . 

THE thesis _of this Epistle to the Hebrews, briefly 
stated, 'is that in all things Christ is pre-eminent. 

He is magnified here as the Ultimate of Divine revela
tion: "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners 

. 3pake ih time' past unto the fathers by the prophets; 
hath in these lils't days spoken unto us' by his Son." He 
is described here as the "heir of all things", the possessor, 
.the proprietor of all things that are.- "By whom ,also he 
made the worlds:" the glory of the Creator is His. He 
is descri'bed as t-he "express image" _of the Father's. per
son, "being made 'so much better than the angels, as he 
hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than 
they." Thus tb.e writer, by inspiration of 'the Spirit of 
God, contrasts the angels with the Son, magnifying the
Lord Jesus as being "so-much better than the angels. In 
the text I have announced He is declared to be God mani
fest 'in the flesh. 

We must, dear- friends, train ourselves to entertain 
great thoughts of Jesus Christ. We should find any 
word which minimizes Him,·that robs Him of the-'glory 
of, pre-eminence, utterly distasteful,to our souls. I hope 
we have learned. to say with tp,e Psalmist, "0 magnify 
the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together." 
The all-important thing to us this evening is that by_ 
faith we should' behold J'esus Christ, ,and if possible, see 
Him a little more clearly than we 'have ever seen Him 
before. These are familiaT verses which we qjlote often; 

• let" us see if we can, by the aid of the Spirit, unlock 
some of their treasures. ./ ' 

I,. 
To begin with, the text declares that JESUS CHRIST Is 

GOD. ._ 

,- Though there are few Unitarian Churches; notwith-
(standing Unitarianism is preached in many pulpits; some 

3upposedly Evangelical churches are, in their teaching 
and. testimony, practically Unitarian, inasmuch as they 
question the' ess'ential Deity of Christ. T'he basic doc-
trine of Unitarianism is tnat Jesus Chri,st was a man; 
that He was not, God, but only a. man. We need, there- . 
fore, 'frequently to emphasize- the :great truth of His 
essential and 'eternal Deity. Shortly we shall celebrate 
Christma'S, which is a memorial of His advent among men, 
and the significance of that season is 'this-that we be· 
lieve that the Son of 'God •. did actually come down from 
Heaven, and was made in the likeness of sinful men. We 
do not say that J~sus Christ was God, 'but Jesus Christ 
is God. If He was ever God., He is 'God still. In tp,e 
text -the .Spirit of 'God 'Himself .declares that Jesus is 

God. '''U~to the Son he saith ... " This'is a quotation 
from the forty-fifth Psalm" which was read this evening. 
By inspiration of tlie Holy Ghost prophetically our glori
ous Lord: is there described, and the Spirit of God de
clares that Jesus Christ is 'God . 

I must ask you this evening, first of all, do you be
lieve that? I do not mean do you merely prQfess it, but -
do you actually believe that "God was in Christ, recon- -c 

ciling the world unto himself"?, that He who appeared 
in Bethlehem's manger was really ihe Infinite wrapped 
in swaddling -bands, and that God Himself looked upon 
a 'sinful world through ba:by eye-s,-that He i-s God? You 
and I need God for a Saviour. We are such sinn_ers, so, 
hopelessly undone, that no one but ,God could ever save 
us., It l:equires the power that made all- worlds to re
make, fallen human nature; to re-create us in the image 
and likeness of God. Let ·us open oui 'hearts afresh to 
this great truth. I know that we believe it, but let us 
open our hearts afresh to the implications of this tre
mendous truth that 'God is more than the GrearUnknown 
to us-more t'han an i'ntellectual abstr:action, more than 
a great Force which expresses itself in the material cre
ation, but that we can, I had almost said, localize Him, 
personalize -Him, think of Him in terms of His dis
closure to us as a Man. "Unto the Son he saith.Thy 
throne, b God, is for ever and ever.'" He never said,.that 
to angels; He never said it to any of the pr6phets-. 
He said it only to the Son. "When he 'bringeth in the, 
firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all t!te 
ange'ls of 'God worship him." He receives th~ worship, 
not of men only, but of angels, of principalities and 
powers in the heavenly places: Jesus Christ, I say, is 
God. 

II. 

The text speaks of HIS THRONE; something that is 
significant- of pomeb -How many thrones have tottered 
of recent years! _How in'any crowns have fallen! How 
many sceptres have been broken! ~ut He is seated on 
the throne of th~ universe. 

Now what power was manifested by Him in the days
of His flesh? I tell you nothing new, I am 'merely re
minding you for your encouragement and inspiration, 
that all the powers of nature were subject to the author
ity of His word. In that beginning of miracles Which 
He wrought in Caua of -Galilee someone thus described 
it, "The conscious watQrs saw their Lord;, and blushed." 
Hesho,wed Himself to be the source of aU human health 
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and strength. He touched, the sick and healed them. H~ ,
passes by, as we heard tonight in the, song which the 
cho.ir, and you yourselves, sang, and 

The healing of His seamless dress 
Is-by our bedS of pain, , '" 

Do you see 'Him? I haven't a television set; I do n~t 
know that I want one, but there is a 'kina of ,Divine tele
vision. He is the expres.S image' of God's person, and 
we may have the portrait of the Lord Jesus before us, 
and constantly meditate upon it. "My med,itation of him' 
shall be sweet," Do you love to think of Him, just to We touch Him in Ufe's throng and press, 

And we are whole 'agadn. ' , think of Him? to think 'such t'houghts as defy expression? 
to 'see 'Him after the fashion'that it would be impossible • 
for you to communicate to' others? Do you' 'know any
thing a·bout what 'Bunyan used to call ",the goings of 
God" upon his spirit? Do you by faith see Him, and 
meditate upon Him? "Thy throne, 0 God. is for ever 
and evEll;)." "But :this man, after he had offered one 
sacrifice for ,sins for ever, sat down 'on the right hand 

Think of all the elements' of this material universe, Which 
confessed Him as Lord. "What manner of'man is this, 
that even the winds and the sea obey him?" He was 
able, with a word and a touc.h, to accelerate the pro-. 
cesses 'of nature, and multiply five loaves to the propor
tions of a bountifu'l harvest; able to feed, a vast throng. 
with two fishes. "Thou madest him to have dominion," 
over what? "Over t'he works of thy ,hands ... All sheep 
and oxen, y~a, and the 'beasts of the. field,; The fowl 
of the air, and the fiosh of the sea, and whatsoever pass
eth throu1rh the 'paths of the seas." He came and showed ' 
that He 'had dominion over earth and sea. Even tlle devils 

,; were subject to His power. He showed Himself to be the 
'Source of life, right up to the minute. Science does not 
know what life is'; s'cience cannot tell you what Ufe is; 
science knows not'Ping abou,t ,the origin of life. .It has 

... sought for- it, and 'it 'is 'still seeking for it; b1!t '~In him 
was life; and the life was the light of men." With a 
quiet word He brought the daughter of the ruler back 
from the darkness of death; with a simple touch He 
restored, the dead son of the widow of Nain to hismo'ther, 
and with a loud voice He cried, "Lazarus, come forth. 
And he that was dead came, forth." More than that; 
He entered into death itself, and arQse, it!! Conqueror. 
Master, of all realms, Sovereign in al1 spheres. "Thy 
throne, 0 God ... " , 

We read, this evening about His majesty. "In thy 
majesty ride prosperously because of truth and meekness 
and rig~teousness." How great is our glorious Lord! 
"Thy throne, 0 God, is' for ever and ,ever." Now all that 
is said of the Lord Jesus in this Book, not merely in the 
New Testament, but in the Old, right ·from the very' 
beginning-Uln the beg,inning God, ... ," th.at was Jesus' 
"All t'hings were made by him ; and without him was not 
any thing made that was ~ade;" "He was in the world, 
and the world was made by him, and the world, knew him 
'not;"-all things that are written in 'this inspired record 
whic'h God' hath given to us of His Son, from GenesIs to 
Revelation, are still true. "Thy throne, 0 God, is for 
ever amI, ever." 

I.-said just now, we have seen thrones totter. Yes,'and 
'kingdoms pass. Italy, Germany, Bulgaria; Roumania, 
Yugoslavia, Japan, and a little longer' ago, China -
crowns have fallen. But not this 'throne. "Thy throne, 
o God, is for ever and ever." It may be, alas I have 
to confess it'is true, that men and women, the vast ma
jority, are indifferent to Him.' I:f; h~ .till true that in 
the spiritual sense "He ('is) in the world, and, the world 
was made by him, and the world (knows) him not." But 
His day is coming, and His throne is' established in the 
heavens, and His,kin.gdom ruleth over alt ' ' 

Th'e Psalmist said, "My meditation of him sha'll be 
sweet l I will be glad in the Lord,." I wonder, how many 
here :this evening find delight in med,itating upon Jesus 
'Christ, I ask you. I do not say reading about Him, but 

, sometimes sitting alone in the snence, ~s the Spirit of 
- God recalls, from the sub-consciQus mind the great wQrds 

of Holy Scripture, magnifying the Lord' 'esus, Christ. 

/ 

of God." b 

III. • 
'THIS GREAT AND GLORIOUS KING ,HAS A KINGDOM:: "A 

s'ceptre Qf righteousness is th~' sceptre, of thy kingdom." 
Someone spo'ke to me to-day in conversation of a eer
tainhouse that had been built U'POIJ. what seemed to 
be a good foundation, but it was evidently built upon 
some place tbat had been filled, in with rubbish, all. sorts 
of collapsible things; and then with the weight of the 
house .and the passage of time, it began to settle, and, 
cracks appeared -everYwhere. You cannot build a house 
that will endure without a good foundation, and no 
kingdom and no government can long continue that is not 
established upon right pl"inciples. His kingdom is a 
kingdom of righteousness, There are moral principles 
Which are as 'inexorable in thei'r operation as physical 
law, If you were to go through' one of the big sky
scrapers in, New York, or even here in Toronto for that 
matter, if you had someone to exp'lain to you the tech
nicalities of the architecture of the building, you would, 
learn, not only about its foundation, and how for these 
'high buildings they bad to· go right down into the heart 
of the earth until they could find something 1!hat was 
forever' establis'hed, but you would: find too that prin
ciples of expansion and contraction had been recogniZed 
in the construction. Perhaps you ,do riot know it, b~t a 
skyScraper has to move a little bit; there is wind pres
sure th'at boa'S to be 'taken account of; there is the action 
of extreme cold and extreme 'lieat, aI)d all these physical. 
laws have to be kDown by the architect, and he must 
fashion his plans in' obedience to the law,S of t'he phyeica'l 
realm in which that building is to stand, for if he neglects, 
them, then there-will be, a.t least first of all, deteriora
tion, and ultimately collapse. These laws refuse to be 
ignored" t'hey are part of the physical ~nstitutiOIl..2f 
things, and you' have to conform' to them or you cannot 
erect a 'building. ' • _ 

Our Lord Jesus gave us a lesson in that when He spoke 
of the house that was built upon the sand,. ,It looked all 
right until the storm camE!, but When that' beat upon , 
the house it fell, becauSe it had no foundation. But the 
man who builds u~n .His word' is likened to a m~n who 
builds upon 'a rock. What d·id He mean by His word? .. 
The actual words of Scripture? ,Yes, of course, but 
res,ident wi'thin that word are principles that are part and 
parcel of, and' inseparable from 'the moral constitution of 
things, and you cannot ignore those moral princlples 
without courting, and at last securing complete faNure. 
Said Mussolini,"We shall' meet our foes with, eleven 
million bayonets." Wasn't ,that brave, and wasn't it silly? 
You cannot establish a kingdom with bayonets ... K'fn.g 
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Victor Emmanuel had to yield his throne. and his sceptre; 
the same was true of other thrones and kingdoms in 
Europe; and my dear friencts, the same may be true of 
the Dominion to which we belong, and' :the Empire of 
which we are a part, -if we do not get back to -God. Don't 

• I make any mistake about it. "Righteousness exalteth a 
nation: but sin is a "reproach to any people," and at last 
it brings bankruptcy and ruin. 'The mills 'of God grind 
slowly, but they grind exceed-ing small, and'the principles 
of the Divine constitution I said are inexorable. That 

. means something tha:t you cannot pray against, inevit
able: it i·s of the essence of things, it is' essential; you 
cannot change it. You must obey it or fail. 

be a moral 'balance, the moral equili'brium of the universe 
must be restored; somehow a righteousness must be 
found that could be weighed . against our sins, as the 
mountains are weighed' against the sea. No, the gates 
could not be thrown wide to any of us on a Munich prin
ciple. You know the story, don't. you, tha:t He, who i~ 

. God, cam~ down to earth, and took our place, that He 
mightl listen, purge oU'r sins-"When he had by himself 
purged our sins, sat down on the ri'ght hand of the 
Majesty on high." But He made it possible for Him to 
maintain His throne and His 'Sovereignty without the 
sacrifice of righteousness, 'and still 'holds in His sover-. 
eign hand the sceptre of righteousness. How did He-
do U? . 

" "Jehovah bade His sword awake; I 

·0 Christ, it woke 'gai~st Thee; 
Thy blood its naming blade must slake, 

Thy heart its sheath must be . 
All for-my sake, my, peace .to make; 

Now sleeps th'at s{vord for me." 

He'made peace thrqugh the b-lood of His cross, and estab- . 
Hshed His kingdom, of which we by grace are made citi
zens on principles of righteousness. _ "A sceptre of right-· 
eousness is the sceptre of thy 'kingdom." 

"A sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy 
kingdom." The kingdom of God is established· in right
e<msness. Holy, holy, holy -is the Lord, and, His kin.gdom . 
partakes of His own nature. Remember that in this 
same Epistle, in a later Chapter,. it is said, "first being 
by interpretation King of righteousness, and after that 
also King of Salem, Which is, King of peace." King of 
righteousness first, ·and af~er that King of peace. I do 
not know what is going to come of these d·iscussions be
tween Prime Minister Attlee and' President Truman and 
the Prime Miniliter of thi·s Dominion. 'Weare all desi.r
ing peace, ·and I hope seeking pea'Ce, . but there is only 
one way tp pea·ce. T·here mU'st be righteousness, and after 
that, peace. We cannot have it without. He'is the 
Prince of Peace. "A sceptre of righteousness IS the 
sceptre of thy kingdom." ,"·The work of .righteousness 
shall be peace; and1the' effect of righteousness quietness 
and assurance for ever." Men think they are very clever 
sometimes. You remember how Mr. Neville Chamberlain 
was acclaimed by the multitude when he came back from 
Munich? Some of you who can remember know that I 
did not join'in it. I 'was as S\li'e then as I was after
wards it was a tragedy. We were in M·assey Ha'l at the 
time, and I said so. It :was the blackest chapter in 
British History. W'hy?' Because righieousness was 
sacrificed, and you cannot bring abou't peace by sacrific
ing righteousness·. "A s·ceptre of righteousnes·s is the 
scep~re of thy kin.gdom." "Let God be true but every 
man 'a liar." God does not change. He will not re-write 
the constitution of things.-They are talking about re
writing the Constitution. of the Dominion. I do not know 
whether they will make it better or worse if they try it; 
in' some' respects it -could hardly be worse; it might be 
better. And people ·do re-write 'Constitutions. We hear
about the 'Atlantic Pact, and Article this and. that of the 
United Nations, and the Russian veto andiall ot.'hatkind of 
thing. Sometimes it almost wearies one. There is a 
kingd'om whose constitution' abides-it is' not changed. 
It never can be changed. "But seek ye first·the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness . '. . " no matter what it 
costs-His righteousness. There is no escape fr~!n that, 

What a ·blessing it is that when 'the soul is saved we 
Play be sure there are no loose end-s to be gathered up, 
·there are no unanticipated or 1lngues~ed discoveries to 
be made that can be reckoned to our disadvantage: aU 

.. has been taken cognizance of, all has been weighed in 
the balances, and "being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." I am glad. 
that my citizenship is in 'Heaven, "from whence also ~e 
look for the Saviour, the Lord' J esusChrist: Wbo shaH.' 
change our vile bod·y, that 'it may be fashioned· 'like unto 
his glorious body, according to the working whereby 'he 
is able even to subdue all things unto himself." bn't· 
hhat. a great text? 'Il'hatis the kind of salvation He bas 
provided. 

. no other way of peace. "A, sceptre of righteous~ess is 
the' sceptre of (His) ·kingdom." 

But it costs a great deal to be righteous sometimes, 
doesn't it? It 'involves great sacrifices sometimes. It 
will nev:er cost you as much as it cost Him, of Whom 
it is said, "A sceptre of righteousness is· the s'ceptre of 
thy kingd·om." We were at war with Him; we had· drawn 
the sword against Him, and, we had said',-''We will not 
have Him to reign over us." We were ·!tin.ners every
one. How could a place be found for. us in the kingdom 
of God? . There was no Munich,.th~re was rio compromise 
of the eternal principles of righteousness. There must 

I 

• 

IV. 
Now let me go a step farther. I said I was going to 

speak to you this evening about the formula for perennial 
gladness .. This is a sad world, isn't tt? Aren't you almost 
afraid to read the newspaper? I do not know whether 
the Devil is come .d.own, having great wrath, but ·it does 
seem as though this old world· is out of joint somewhere. 
Not only the war, but everything seems awry-fires and 

'accidents and drunkenness and- 'murders, and I do not 
know what else. A .bad oM world, lsn't it? and' to a great 
many, a very sad world too. How can one be glad in a 
world like this? Anybody who can have a good time in 
forgetfulness of these eternal realities, I was going to 
say was seven-eighths of a fool. but I think eight-eighths. 
And yet,' we want to be glad, don't we?1 0 how thankful 
we are for just a little sunshine sometimes. There are 

. some people here who are English people. A dear old . 
Land, except for the govern-ment.. You will see in ali 
English newspaper, "'So many hours of sunshine yester
day." They actually keep track of it, and publish it in 
the 'paper, and· th~n they have c,ars, with a thing in th,e 
top'that you can push back, and they call it a "Sunshine 
Roof". What for? ''Well, let us get all the sunshine 
we can. Push the thing .back, and if it only s'hines for 
a ·few minutes let ys hav~ it." Pull up the ,blind'S, and· 
let in the sunshine. Well, to use a col10quia'lism, I'm for 
it~ every time. r have said ·to you more than once that 
'if anybbdy has a good wholesome joke that can provoke 

\ 
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me to Iaughter, he will be a welcome caller 'on me any ~'Not 'by works of righteousness which we have . done, 
time: But it isn't easy to laugh; it isn't easy to be glad. .but accoz:ding to his mercy 'he 'saved us, by the washing 
But here is one who is anointed wit.h the oil of gladnes's of regeneration, and< renewing of the Holy 'Ghost:" Did 
above his·fellows. You,say, "But I thought Jesus Christ. ,you noti~e that? . ".By the washing of regeneration, and .. 
was the Man of sorrows, and acqua:inted with grief. So renewing of Ithe' Holy Ghost." By having our natures 
He was.' He became the Man of 'sorrows and. the ac.- changed, becoming a new creation, 'having Ghrist formed . 
Quaintance of grief i·n order that He might ·be the Man in us, so that by His grace· we at last learn to love what 
of supreme, superb, .transcendent gladness. It was for He loves. "Thou hast loved righteousness." Do you love 
the joy sef'before Him, He endured the cross and de- it? I remember hearing my father, who was a minister, 
spised the shame. R€ad .the conclud,ing Chapter!? in the say that the true children of the Lord would del'ighit still 
.Book of Revelation. In the first part of ,the Book, in to serve Him if the Devil were dead and all the fires of 
the record of creation, it s'ays, "And the evening and ,the Hell were extinguished. :That is true. :"If a man love me, 
morning were the first day." "And the evening !md the he will keep my words," "and in keeping of (His· com-

. morning were the second day." When God wvrks he m~nd.ments) there 'is great reward." ,"Thou hast loved 
works from evening to morhiIig; we always work from righteousness." Now that -is one element in t'he oil of 
morning to evening. And if you turn the pages of this, gladness - a love of righteousness, and until we' have 
Book you wil'l see -the Lord marching on ooward the morn- been ·taught of the SpiI:it of God, 'and enaBled by the 
ing, until by and 'by :there is a picture of the City comin'g , grace of His Spirit '00 love righteousness for 'its own 
down from ·God out of Heaven prepared as a 'bride' adorn- sake, we cannot-be perennially glad. Of ·course that does 
ed . for her ·husband. A-mong other things characteristic not always mean that we shall be shouting. Tp.ere is a 
of that City it 'is said, "There shall be no night .there; difference between gladness and happ'iness. Happiness 
and they need. no candle, neither light of the sun; for' depends pretty largely upon happenings; joy is a thing 
the Lord ,God giveth them light:" " ... 'and the Lamb is that comes from a deeper spring, and gladness too, and' 
the light thereof." All sunshine there, and yet i,t is said, w.hat we 'Want is not' something' that will cheer us only 
"Neither shall the sun .light on them, nor any heat." sU]:H:!rficially, but something that will make us peren.nially 
No, it won't be an oppressive sunshine there. I have glad, 'so that 'in the time of storm and stress, when we 
been in the tropics, wher.e you run. for the shade' almost -may not be able to laugh, and- we may' have to groan a 
of a telegraph pole or anything, just to get 'away from little because Qf the pains we suffer, or the losses to 
that burning blazing. heat. Not that kind- of sunshine, which we Clre expos,ed, yet deep down in our souls there 
but the sunshine from the face of Him Who is anointed oug'ht to be a gladness of the Lord, which is born of a 
with the oil of gladnElss above His fellows. love of righteousness. ' . 

·v. 
. What are THE INGREDIENTS OF'THAT OIL OF GLADNESS? 

, Perhaps we .might get a Httle 'of it. Wou1d,n't you like 
to have some of' it? Wouldn't you like to 'have the oil 
of joy for mourning, and the garment of pr:aise for. the 
spirit of heaviness? I shauld-. Well, there are two in
gredients, it is compounded of two principles. "Thou 
hast loved righteousness." In order to be rea:lly and 
perennially glad we must learn somehow, not merely to 
do righteousness, but 00 love it. A little boy is' com
manded to do a certain thing, and very reluctantly he 
proceeds to obey, and grumbles -yvhile he is at it. He 
doesn't wanlt to do it, but he is forced to do it. Perhaps 
he even weeps a bit while he does it. There is no glad

'ness in-that kind of thirig .. While the law .of 'God is 
. 'objective to our mitures, something that we are forced 

to do, there would ·be no~ JOY in life,-were it not thrut 
here is One who has loved righteousness for its own sake. 
"A sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of (His) 
kingdom," and He, 'in His' own nature and essence, is 'in 
harmony with the· moral constitution of His kingdom .. 
He is right a,t home in it; He loves'righteousness, lo.ves 
it. Do you? Do yau do· what is right just because it 
is right?·) There are parents who pay their children fo]."· 
obeying them. I do not think that is a·wise practice. I 
was never paid for doing as I was told; I had to' do it 
·~nyhow. BUit this is what the Scripture says to Christian 
children: "Children, obey' your parents in the Lord." 
Why? "For this is right." That 'is the only reason. Why 
should I do this'or that? Because it is right. Why should. 
I not do 'certain 'Other· things? Because it would be 
wrong. What reward am 1- to get for doing right? The 
reward' of doing right. Righteousness is its own reward. 

'. 

But that is not? enough. "Thou hast loved· righteous
ness, and hated 'iniquity." Nobody hates .nowadays. Oh, 
we ought to preach love, loye, love. Why?, You cannot 
10ve without hating. Hatred is the reverse side of love, 
it is :rn element in it.' .No mother can love her child 
witthout hating the thing that would hurt it. We have 
to learn to hate, and we are God-like when we hate. The 
Psalmist went so· far as to .say, "I hate 'vain thoughts."\ 
That "vain" is in italics.' "I hate thoughts: 'but thy law 
do I love." I h~ate the vaPQurings of the human mind, the 
mental meanderings cif men who -think they are thinking, 
':but thy law do I love." "I 'hate thoughts." What is' 
sin? The Scripture describes it as the abominable tbing 
wh'ich 'God hates. There are certain religious obser-' 
vances about which God says, "I 'brute them. Your·e:upty 
forms., your new moons, and all the res't 'of it,!' He said, 
"your worship, and offering of:' sacrifices' when your 
hearts are ClS black as night"----!He said, "I 'hate it. It is 
a kind of hypocri:sy; 'it is obnoxious 00 me; I detest it." 
Now there are some things We ought to hrute. "Thou hast 
toved righteousness, and hated iniquity." We ·have. to 
learn to hate everything that. is contrary to the law of 

. God; to hate everY'thing tha·t· is' at war with the Divine 
holiness. Yes. -it is for -the want of that element in mod- -
ern religion that 'Toronto is getting to be' what .it ·i.s: 
If t,he professing Christ~ans of.,this city,who are Church 
members. really loved righteousness, and hated iniquity 
there wOllld have been no Sunday sports, and we shouldn't 
ha.ve been flo.oded with liquor. There are a 'h'undred 
thin~s in om city's life which we shouldn't have at all 
if the people who profess and- call themselves Christian 
loved righteousness~ and hated iniquity with an ·intense 
hatred. " , 

That was .said of the tord Jesils. You remember when 
,He came into the Temple and 'He saw the tables of tbe , . 
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money changers, the buyers aIUi sell~rs, that He l~oked 
round. upon them with anger, and He took a WhIP of 
small cords and He drove them out of rthe Temple. What 
did He me~n? "'He meant, "'1 hate that ~iI\d of religion." 
The only religion that' ,is of any value is that which makes 
a man love righteousness and hate iniquity, and when 
that becomes our nature-it can be so, my'dear friends, 
only· by the power of the in~we1ling 'Spirit. You cannot 
do that and. I cannot do that naturally-no, not at all, 
but the'Spil'it of God canso change us, so dwell within 
us, that we shall love righteousnes's and' h~te iniquity, 
and then we shall ·shar.e in :the anointing of the oil of 
glad,ness. The ;body of believers are called, in the New 
Testament "The Christ". We 'are a p~rt, if we are really 
Chl'listian; of .Christ, members of His Dody., of His flesh, 
and of His bone. You remember how, prophetically, it . 
is said in the Psalms: "How good and 'how pleasant it 
is ~or .brethren· to dwell together in unity." Real 'brethren, 
not that goody~goody 'kind of Brethrenism. I cannot 
stand that. r know' some people' who make me 'ill, just 

• ma~e me.m. "0 beloved! How are 'you beloved ?". I 
say to myself, '·'You· hypocrite! I am nol beloved to you. 
What do you call me that for?" 'Thatgoody-goc;>dism is 
obnoxious: I like a Httle sugar in my tea, but very little. 
[ have seen some people just take. the . sugar' bowl and 
spoon ,it in, and then d'rink 'that, stuff.. I have seen. some 
people who had a relig,ion ].ike that-a kind of syrup, 
sickly 'stuff. I d'on't wani it.. No, that. isn't what the. 
Scripture means. "How good an.d. 'plea'sant it is for 
brethren to dwell tpgether in unity.," when they are really 
one in Christ ,Jesus. , 

In a family;. where people love each other, they,do not 
n.eed (except when company-comes)' to u-se extravagant 
terms of endearment. When I hear a man always calling. 
his. wife "darling", I say to myself, "I should like to 
listen sometime when -they don't. know I am around." 
They protest too much; to' be Shakespearian. No, no, 
they dwell tQ;gether in unity, 'and ,they love each. other. 
They do not need to be al'ways pouring on the treacle. 
Do you know wliat treacle .,fs? . They don't use it in this 

_country'l suppose. Well, it is a kind of syrup. Som.e
body who came from British Columbia 'told me that they 
were all living on treacle out there, .blackstrap; that it 
was energizing, good for them. I supPose that' is why 
the English pEklple hav~ such energy, I do not know. I 
always h~ted, it, and I do not like it religiously, but just 
natural. spiritual affection. "How good' and pleasant it 
is .for brethren," ·the·whole family, "to dwell to'gether' in 
unity. It is like the precious ointment upon the 'head, 
that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard,: that 
went down to the skirts of 'his garments," until every 
oart of the 'body shared 'in the anointing. . 

"Therefore~God, even thy God, ·ha;th anointed thee with 
the 'oil of gladness above thy fellows," poured upon His 
head, our great High Priest, an ele~ent iiI His anoint
"ing, and if descends to us, and makes it possible for us 
to be sorrowful,. yet always rejoicing, to have in our 
hearts the gladness which all the storms of earth canno,t 
destroy. 

What I felt I wl;lnted to do this evening-I do not know 
whether I succeeded Q.I" not-was to get you to think a 
Uttle more highly, worshipfully, adoringly, of my Lord. 
He. is a great Saviour! "Unto the 'Son he saith, Thy 
throne, 0 'God, is for ev.er and ever:, a 'sceptre of righ't
eous~ss is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou hast loved 
righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore :God,. even 

thy.,God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness," 
listen---:-"above thy fello~s". We ougnt to be the glaQ: ' 
dest people in the world, because Jesus. is our Sav,iour. 
Let us pray. . " . .' . .'. '. 

We thank Th'ee; 0 [;ord: ,that' 'i'li{iu h'aSt Come ,to us in a 
way ,that we can understand Thee; Thou hast made Thyself 
Qur fellow. Oh, help us th'8:t"'we may abide in Thee, and 
draw' 'all the springs of life from Thee, for Thy N'ame's 
sake, Amen.__ f . 

-------
HOW TO FACE TEMPTATION 

By Rev. John 'Poorter, B.A., Durban; S.~uth Africa 
"'r.here hath no temptation taken you but such as is 

common to man: but God is faithful, who Will not 
suffer you to.. be ,tempted .. abov~ ,:that. yeo 'a-re able; but 
will with -the -temptation 'also make 'a way of escape, 
th'at ye may be able to bear it.". (i Cori~tlrlans 10:13). 

MARTIN LUTHER said. that thel'e are three things 
. which regulate a Christian's' groWith in grace. 

Knowledge; prayer; and temptation. In proportion as 
these factors are present the Christian"s "loife is made 
more effective and Christ-like. 

We commonly use the word temptation to mean entiCe
ment to evil-doin.g. But the word- as us~d .by the apostle 
Paul here has a wi"der range of meaning; and includes all 
those testings and probations in which we are called 
upon to make choices, to resist, to ab.sotain, and'to win. 
For instance, when you read, in Genesis 22: 1 that "God 
did tempt Abraham".the thought of.tes'ting or proving 
is clearly 'ind'icated. The New Testam_ent writer. James' 
makes it clear .ithat God cannot tempt 'any man, if by 
that is mean't 'inducement to sin; but that such tempta
tion comes ;within His perrgiss·ive will 'i.so equally plain. 
"Let no man 'say when 'he is. temp.ted, I am tempted of 
God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempt
eth He any man: but every man. is 'tempted, when he 'is 
drawn away of his own' lust,' and entiCed." ( James 1: 
13, 14);. . ' 

In this' larger sense, where temptat~on is inclusive of' 
tria1 and probation~ it 'is the one factor without which 
development Is impossible for ithe 'Christian. 'Supposing 
·for example I were to say .to my two 'boys, when I am 
leaving home for an 'hour or two, "Now,be sure not to 
play about with the telephone while I am out." That 
woJld be quit~ a normal sort' of prohibition. But sup
posing tha.t, in addition to this, I locked the study door 
secure'lY so that'they were unable to 'get at the telephone, 
you would think my warning to\ them a bit odd, wouldil't 
you?' I would be robbing them of the possibility of true 
obed:ience in sO'doing. I ·am :de:priving ithem of any 
choice 'in the, matter, and consequently on this point I 
ma'~e moral develQrunent 'impossible for them. There ~an 
be ·no soUch thing as virtue, obviously, apart from choice. 
Obedience implies at once the freedom to d;iso'bey .. 
Temptation is the downward Rull towards disobedience 
.which vexes everyone of us from day to day. But it 
is at the same time the very thing that makes conquest 
real. and wh:ich exalts the uttermost power of the 
Saviour. 

Paul suggests three things to us in the text which we 
Nave quoted; Remember, .however, that his, words are 
anrireR8ed to \Christian .believers! 

1. No TEMPTATION Is UNIQUE. '''No temptation has' 
taken you but such, as -is common to .. man." In other 
words; your tempta:tion, whatever it ~s, belongs to 

. 'humanity. It has happened, and is likely to happen to 
others as much as it has to you. 
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Oddly enough there· are some people who find .. this learned he obed'ie~ce by. tfle things which fie ·suffered." 
most difficult -to beUeve. It is a strange but quUe com- Read aga:in that He "was in all points tempted as we. 
mon concei,t of human nature that makes people conceive are." Or that "Himself carried our sorrows." Here is 

. of their temptations or.·difficulties as "'special" lOr extra- your Redeemer and· . SaV:iour, the friend ~ho is the 
ordinary. "My circumstances are different. I've been supreme sympathizer, ':'whom, having not seen, ye love." 
through the mm. Others .don't. understand." You have As man he was tempted and tried. He 'is blessedly able 
heal'd the like. Perhaps y~u have said the same con-. .to succour them that 'are tempted, and to shield you from 
cerning yourself, or secretly you have thought it. Most- ·the blast of trial and affliction. In this is our glory, 
of us have done 'the same at some 'stage, and the reason 'that He "is a hundred times more than exa·mple to us
is not far to seek. We like to feel ourselves different .He 'is Hi'gh Priest, ,Intercessor and Advocate at the right 
from otpers, a little apart from the oommon run: It' ,hand- of the majesty on high. 
breaks out in all sorts of ways. ,The iUnes'ses of some 

. people are always of a special ~ind. The affliction in 
their case is so complicated as to mystify the most capable 
physicians. "The. dOlft,Dr says this is the first case of' 
its 'kin:d that he ha·s come across." And so on. 

Yet,. no temptation is imi<iue. True, not aU men have 
identical experiences and testings. We are not i'gnorant 
of the enemy"S deyices, which are som.etimes crude, so·me
times su'bUe; now appearing as' strong and irresistible, 
then, deceptively, as easily conquered. In-all this variety 
of atta.ck it might seem as if some temptations were 
un:iqqe. Bu;t basically they are stron:gly similar. They 
come from a common source. They are aimed at a com~ 
mon objectiV'e, namely :the overthrow of the wiiI.and'. the 
imprisonment of~ the soul. Temptation is the batterin'g 
ram that attempts to force' an -entry first at this door, 
and then a-t that. The door itself may be ·different from 
that· of another man's. In one :it 'i,s through vanity, and 
in another through passion that defeat comes. But the 
temptation itself is no-t unique. 

. "Common to men" is Paul's' phrase. F.undamentally 
there is no. trial or test which is, new. Strong pas's'ions; 
Pa.:in; Sorrow; Misunders"tan:ding. You may think of 
,these and o.f a hundred others, and there is none 'which 
fs not,woven into the experience of the sain~s. 
, I remember the case of 'Bill Smith, as we'll call him. 

,Bm was a South African soldier who'd 'been shot up lin 
'North Africa. In : the' Cottesloe Military Hosp'ital, 

Johannesburg, they amputated his ·right leg. Bill was 
no coward', but gradually, as the days of h'is convalescence' 
gave him time to thin:k, he ,was sinking into despair. He 
hated pity, yet without realizing it he. was pitying,h'im
self, growin:g daily worse as he ,brooded' on it. A frequent 
v,isi,tor to the ward was "Mac", elderly, cheerful, and a 
zealous Christian. He and young B'i'll"'had several bilks 
fugether; bu,t ,apparently without effect on Bill's op
pressed spirit. "In a few months' time, when they've fit
ted an artificial leg for you, you'll be doing your old 
iob, same as any other man", said ·Mac. But BiI'l 
wouldn't have it. Nothing could lift_him. One day Mac's 
patience seemed! to giye way to annoyance ... His face red
dened v:isiblY. He jumped up, took a few smart . paces 
away from the bed, and,-pulled up his trou~er leg!1 Bill 
'Smith stared at h'im, then his' eyes grew big and fiUed 
with slow tears as he looked at Mac"s cork leg. "I didn't 
know," 'he said, '''I didn't know." 

In Peter',s first epistle and the fifth chapter, perhaps 
you .will recall, there are words which run (parallel with 
our present thought, that o,ther saints share the Same 
-temptations. "Knowing that the same Mflictions are 
accomplished in your brethren that. are in (all) the 
world." ,p 

Bu,t that is not enough to 'bring you courage in you~ 
conflict. Turn the pages of your Bible to read of our . 
Lord Jesus IQhria;t, that "thougn he were' a I Son, yet'. 

"No pain Itlta't we can share, 
But He has felt its smart; 

All fonns of human grief 'and care. 
Have pierced that tender heart." 

II. No TEMPTATION Is UNBEARABLE. "God is faithful, 
who will not suffer you to be tempted above tliat ye are . 
·able." . 

Begin with those first three words. "God is faithful." 
Ponder utem. It means that He keeps fa'ith with His 
promlises. A faithfu'l man is one who does not let you .. 
down. '~Shall I promise, and not perform?" God is 
faithful, faithful beyond.our r~koning. Said tQe guide 
to the nervous climber, "Put your hand in mine; that 
'hand has never lost a man yet." A thousand, times more 
true is thlis of the faithfulness of 'God. Men break trus't, 
in spite of their best· intentions. But God, is fa'ithful. 
Oh, 'believe it. Hold to it. . 

·He.does not deal with us lin the mass, or·as if we 'VI{ere 
bUlt so many "cases", all numbered and'impersonal. He 
has taken painS' to tell us that the hairs o'f our head are' 
numbered. The minutest details of our life are the 
subjects of his ca~e. What a blessediJy comforting 
thou'gnt is this in a W9rld where, more and 'more, people 
:are being treated, collectively, a's so many cattle to be 
d'is'posed of. . 

God is' faithful; and- because ,of His ~ithfulness He 
sends no raw recruits to the forefront of battle. No 
weak lambs are overdriven in the desert journey. Every 
test, every trial~ is· moder,ated' and tempered by a 'wisdom 
which !is as great as His power .. 

Three times His servant Paul made request for the 
removal of li.is."th~\rn in the flesh", you remember. And 
the answer was not relief, bu,t re-a.Bsurance. "My grace 
is sufficient for thee." , Surely MY grace is enough,for 
THEE? it seems to say. Surely the m'i'ghty river is 
enough to water your little patch of garden? Well, then, 
when once ·the eye of faith sees it in this light, no on-
slaught wiIIseem too terrifying. . , 
. There is much teach~D'g ga'ining' ground among' Chris
tians of the "let go and let God" type, which seems to 
reduce fai,th into a passive quality, a kind of resting, 
and nO'thing more. WliiIe 'it ,is partly' true that faith is 
resting, confiding in,pod, yet the complementary truth 
must not be neglected, namely that :(aith is every bit 
bound up with conflict. Wrestle; f.ight; pray. Tllis is 
faith's 'terminology. But 'it is wrestling, fighting, 'and 
.praying in the 'invincible power of the Holy Ghost. 

'Beiieve God in ,this matter of your own conflict;. It is 
. not unbearable. He decrees Us boundaries,saying, "Thus 
far, but no further" .. He is' watch'ing your resIstance 
with a tender solicitude. He stands ready to· lend you 
Ittrength, and· ready to carry your 10lld. "He spar~ not 
Hi·s own Son"-for your eternal salvation.' The greater 
(which is redemption) includes the les8, which 'i's .. p~ser-

" 

() 
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vation from the power of sin. ' "The just 'shall live by 
faith" is connected with Ohristian victory as well as with 
the new birth. 

Here is the third thought suggested by our "text, and 
jot is tMs: . 

III. 'NoTE.MPTATION Is UNCONQUERABLE. ··God... 
will witlt the temptation ~lso make a waf of e&cape, that 
ye may be able to bear it." . '. 

A good man'Y of us, no d<wbt, would wish that it read.! 
'-"God will ma:ke 'a way of eJ"cape; th'at ye may be able to 
get out of it.". But 'it doesn't say that. It does not say 
that the way of escape means that we shall 8uccessfu'lly 
avoid the confUct. There is no thought 'here of "He who 
fights and runs away ... " It does not·mean that we 
shall be delivered from the discom.fort of being tempted. 
Nowhere have we any promise of 'Such a "way of escape". 
The conquest consists ,in being "able to bear it". Here is 
a ,Scripture to support it.' "'Strengthened with all fnight, 
according to his glorious power, unto all patience and 
longsuffering with 1oYfulne'ss." (Coloss. 1 :11). 

To some of ,the s'aints of God this kind of V'ictory is 
lacking in the spectacular. They are ever on oVhe look
out for a conflict of another sort, wher~ there is a gaJlery 
of, 'spectators, and applause. J3ut do you think, brother, 
·that God has made the realm of conquest so narrow? 
When, for instance, I read John' Bunyan's al'legory' of 
Christian's pilgrimage,am I ·to imagine that the s-cores 
of dangers through which he pas'ses are all of the spec..i 
ta:ci.dar kind,? , No't at all. For ·though the language of 
battle is employed, yet often in personal experience the 
battle is for such unspecta'cular victories as patience and 
gentleness. Here is Christian in;'combat with the "foul 
fiend!' ApoIl'Yon:'" .... 

"Then did Christian draw his sword, for he saw !it 
was time to bestir himself; 'and Apollyon 'as ·fast made 
'at him, throwing darts as thick as h'adl; by the which, 
notwithstanding all that Ohristi-an could do to 'avoid 
it, Apoillyon woubded him lin his head, his 'hand, and 
foot. Christian again took courage, and resisted as 
manfully 'as he could . . . Apollyon was fetching his 
'last blow, thereby to make a full end of this gOOd man, 
'but Christi'an wirth his sword gave him a deadly thrust, 
which made him give hack as one that had received 
a mortal wound. Chl'listi'a~l" made at .... him again, saying, 
"Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through Him that love!! u~." And wirf:'h that Apollyon 
spread ·forth his dragon WIngs, and sped away, so that 
Christi-an saw him no more." 

Be sure, like Bunyan's pi'lgrim, to sally forth to battle 
after you have .been in the king's armoury, where you' 
may receive sword, and breastplate and &hield to figlht 
with, But having once received' ·these, go forth 'with 
trust and 'FIGHT. "Res:i'st the devil and ',he will flee 
from 'You." , 

When in the darkness of the night the sentinel on duty 

yield to doubt fOl; a moment. The way of escape may 
tarry a while, or 'so it may seem 'to you as you are hard 
pressed on ever :side. But your help does not depend on-

··some careles's or miscalculating ·friend." 'Tis God with 
wh9m we have to do." No test, much less yours, is un~ 
conquerably difficult. You have His word' for that.' You 
belong, by the purchase of Christ's precious blood, to 
HiJI.l. Do you ·think, then, thalt God"s salvation is so poor 
an 'inheritance that -it yields no treasure in this life? I 
know that in the glory mine wHlbe a .wealth untold. 
.But here'below I am already drawin'g the interest, en
joying the income, as it were, of that eternal redemption. 
And! some part of tha:t interest is to be "kept 'by· the 
power of God". . 

Among the last words publicl:y ;poken by 'Charles Had
don 'Spurgeon were these: 

"Oli.rist is the most magnanimous of Captains: He is 
always to be found in the thickes't of the ,battle. When 
the wind 'blows cold, he always. takes the b'leak side of 
the hill. The heaviest end of the cross lies upon -Hi·s 
shoulders. If He bids us carry a burden, He carries it 
also. If there is anything that is 'gracious, generpus, 
kin4' and tender, yea 'lavi'sh' and superabundant in love, 
you a'lways find :it "in Him. His 'service is life,~peace, 
joy'. Oh th~t you would enter "in it at once ," 

Oh that you would! And if you have 'already done so, 
that you would c~eave to Him for strength through thick 
and ,thin. 

"For in the battle's bl'azing heat, . 
... When flesh and blood would quail; 

I'll ,trust, and fight, and still repeat 
Thart: Jesus cannot fail." 

'TWAS A SHEEP-NOT A LAMB 
'Twas a sheep, not a lamb, Utat went astray 

lIn the parable that Jesus told; . 
'Twas ·a grown-up sheep that w~dered away 

From the ninety and nine in the told; 
And out on the hilltop, 'and out in the cold, 

'Twas a sheep that the Good Shepherd sought; 
And back to the flock 'and back to the fold 

• 

'Twas 'a slieep that the Good Sheph,erd brought .. 
Now, why should the sheep be so carefuUy fed, 

And cared for, even today? 
Because there is danger if they go wrong 

They· will lead the lambs astray. 
The lambs will follow the sheep, you ~ow, 

Wherever they wander, wherever they go. 
If tbe sheep go wrong, it will not be long 

Till the lambs are as wrong as they; 
So still with the sheep must WI! earnestly plead, 

For the sake of the lambs today; 
If the lambs 'are lost, what a terrible cost 

The sheep will have-to pay. 

HOLINESS AND HUMILITY 
sees the ste'althy approach of the enemy he does not start "Stand by; for I 'am holier than thou !" ..... What a parody 
a warfare with them all by himself. 'He rouses the garri- on holiness! Jesus the 'Holy One is the 'humble one: the 
son! ,So it is· that the 'sentinels of watching' and praying holiest will ever be the humblest. T'here is none holy but 

,keep in touch with the might of the Saviour. God: we have as much of holines.s 'as we have of God. 
. Whe~ Edward the Black 'Prince was in the heat of the. And according to what we have of ,God will be our real 

battle of Crecy he sent a can for help to Ms father, en- . huhtiliiy, beca:use hum'il'ity is nothing hut the d-isa'ppear
gaged elsewhere in the battle area., There was no im- ance of self in the vision that God is all. The holiest 
mediate response. The prince repeated his call for will he the humblest. Alas! though the barefaced boasting 
urg~nt help. Back came the /lnswer this time: "TeU my Jew of the days of I's'aiah i's not often to be found
son that I am not so inexperienced a commander as not even our manners have tau.ght us not to speak ,thus:- -
to know when help is' wanted, nor so careles's a father, how,of;ten ,his spirit i's still seen, whether in the treat-
as not to send it." , ment of fellow-saints or of the children of the world. 

Patience, then, and en,during faith. be yours. Never -ANDREW MURRAY 
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THE KOREAN SITUATION COMMUNISM 
'. J .. Edgar Hoover, -- ~WE ARE amazed at what seems to us the obtundity 

/ . of United Nations statesmen and military leaders ..... 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation of the United States 

1., (EDITORIAL NOTE: Ext~acts from ta:lk made in ac
, cepting the 1950 Distinguisheii Service Award of iIlhe That observ8ltion may seem to some to be presumptuous, 

but let us see: ' , . _ Grand Lodge of New York.) , 
It ought to be patent ·to 'every.bod,y that the over-

whelming Communist attack from China is not 'a 'hastily The following sta-tements .made concerning Com-
, 'sed" munism 'are also applicable concerning 'anQther foreign 
ImprOVI remforcement to drive the United Nations mov~men1: in America which owes 'absolute a:llegiance' 
back from the.Manchudan border. It seems to us there' to a hostile alien despot: w.e~mean Romanism and its 
~s n'O doubt 'at all that this is the execution of a long- pope. The latter movement, however, is not small in 

!considered, and planned,offensive. W,hat s.u""'rises us is numbers, influence or wealth, 'and hence ,all the more 
h 

~~ dangerous to freedom 'and democracy. 
t at Gen~ral MacArthur thinks he can hold a line against 
it, and tha:t Prime Minister' Attlee "hopes" he may be THERE are few walks in Ame'rican life which Com-
able to do so. 'irs it· not evident that the Red torrent is munists do not traverse .. ' .. Wherever they may be, 
rU/ihing down fro~,'the North like Niagara, :with all the they have in common dne diabolical ambition: to weaken 
weight of't~e great lakes behind it. lIehind this are the and.to eventuallY destroy American democracy by steal}th 
enormous reservoirs of manpower 'Of China 'and Russia.' and cu.nning. Theirs is an organization built 'a'nd sup-

Whether the a:tomic bomb could stop them or not in' ported. by ,.dishonour, deceit- and tyran~y, and a delib-
. the field, we are not compet.ent even to 'guess; but cer- ,erate policy of .falsehood. 

tainly nothing short of the atomic 'bOmb win stop them. They know that as long as the ideals of commo'n en
Wh~ther' suC'h destructive weapon's used against their;- deavour, mutual respect and tolerance remain alive, t)ley 
bases of supply tin ,China' and' Russ.ia would ,give them can never bring' to fruition the Communist world revp
pause;.or not, we do not know. But we feel confident "that lution. That is w'lc!y Communists -consider A:merica their 
short 'Of some 'such 'operations, Red 'China is 'determined Number One Enemy. 
to drive the last United Nations soldier out of Korea. .A 's,trong America, materially and' spiritually, is a 

Then what would follow~ Formosa would be another' constant "beacon of lignt" buoying the hopes and aspira
matter for the reason. tl!at in an attack ,upon Formosa tions of' millions of men, women and children. crushed ' 
the immense naval superi'ority of the United Na:tions under the yo'ke of Communist tyranny, which, today con
would come into play. Apart from that if FormoSa could troIs the destinies of qne-third of the peoples of the 
be overcome all .Southeast Asia would ,be ljkely· to falI world. _,,", < 
into the Russian maw. Even AustraUa and New Zealand The Communists possess a well-knit, clo~ly disciplined, 
would not be safe.. . destructive force of awroximately 55,000 members in the 

In such a case we rather fear that India and Egypt United States. In' actual numbers their membership may 
would be in 'haste .to make terms with Moscow. not be, large, nor have th~ Communists polled at ,any 

Jt may be that the relative military nakednes's 'Of the time a large number of votes in an election. This has 
United Nlltions in Europe justifies some reservation in been cited "by the ignor~nt and the apologists and ap
utilizing atomic power; but unless tllat be true the mod-' peasers of 'Communism in our country- as minimizing. the, 
eration 'Of the United Nations seems to us to sp~il'suicide~ d~nger's of these. subversives in our 'midst.. . 
. We only hope we are entirely wrong. ' The actual strength of the Co~mu'nist movement in. the .. 

. . ' U:nited States is not. something that can be· ·accurately, 

LITTLE FAITH AND, GREAT FAI'FH 
Skilful, -swimmers are not afraid ,to go above their 

dep~, whereas young learners feel for the ground, and 
are loth to go far from the hank-sIde. 'S.trong faith fears 
n?t when God carries the creature beyond the depths of 
hIS reason. "We kn'Ow not what to do/' said good 
Jehosh8lphat, ",but ~lUr eyes are upon thee" (II Chron. 20)'. 
,As.~f he. had said, "We ~are in-a. sea of trouble beyond 
our own help, or any thl()ught how· we can wind out of 
these straits, -but our eyes 'are upon' thee. We dare' not 

• I' 
gIve up our case for d~sperate so l'Ongas there is strengtih 
in -thine 'arm, ,tenderness in 'thy bowels and truth' in thy 
pro~l'ise." . Where~s weak faith, that is' groping for some 
footing for reason to ·stand. on, is taken up with hl()w to 

, reconcile the promise to the creature's' understanding. 
-W"-!LIAM GURNALL 

MODERN PREACHING . 
'''We believe and 'therefore speak;" has been the 'device 

, of the true ministers of the Chureh from apost6Uc times 
. 'to our \ own. Judging 'from many sermons which are· 

preached in our day, there are ministers who have ila'ken 
. a new motto---..:"We disbelieve and . therefore speak." 

, . -R. W. DAI,E 

stated in just so many figures. It has -to be measured· . 
largely by the general mass influence of the Party and 
its program. We no longer measure the i.mportance of 
revolutio'nary: or~anizations by size. In some places where 
·there are.only one or two men, more results are obtained 
than where they have larger organiZaitions. 

. But, behind this force of traitorDl,ls Communists, con- , 
stantly gnawing away like termites at the very found.a- .' 
tions, of American. soci'ety, stand, a half-million fellow 
travelers and sympathizers ready ;to _ do Communist' 

. bidiling. 
The~e individuals,' though not identified, as Commu

nists" ;ire extremely dangerous to the internaI security. of 
this nation, because as hypocrites and, moral swindlers 
they seek the protection of :the freedoms which they con-' 
stantlyseek to destroy. . 

. They represent/for the, Communist movement, a source 
of wealth, financial resources, the creation of valuable 
contacts, levers of sociaI;' economic and, politicaol pressures, 
recrui;ting grounds for espionage information and agen.ts. 

Moreover, they do their work anonymously,- in "front" 
organizations, and wherev~r they can· exert th~ greatest 
~nfluence, each doing his ,share to the 'best of his ability. 

These individuals are, difficult to deteCt. They are 
Msdainful of the very tolerance which enables them to . 
betray theil' ·~o.untry. 'f!he.y practise their double-deali~g, 

. . / 



December 14 . . 1~50 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE (551) 15 

double-minded, double-tongued and double-faced tactics 
on all fronts of our American life, whether it be in poli
tics, in labour, in the press, in radio, in motion pictu!l"es, 
in the schools, 01' eventin some of our churches .. 

J;'he Communists 'have their' membership concentratfd 
in certain key areas of the United 'States-primarily in 
strategic industrial and population centres. This member
ship is co-ordinated through a national leaders'hip and a 
dedication to an alien hate which looks abroad for its 
direction. 

If additional personnel, perhaps' fDr a political pressure 
! campaign, for infiltration into a labour .union, or for a 

militant educational program, is needed, Nation'al Head
quarters of the Communist Party will peremptorily trans
fer' members, temporarily or permanently, into the stra-
tegic area. . . 

Communist members; 'body and soul, are the property 
of the Party. They sCOrn the 'standardlS of American 
democracy. ThElY function like puppets on a string, ready 
at a moment's bidding to execute the will of the directing 
master-the Red '·Hitle·r" at Moscow. 

The Party, t~ereby, through mobility,' central direction, 
and the disciplined fanaticism of its converts can, at any 
given moment, aChieve power and strength in a limited 
sector. At times this pressure is so well-organized and 
expertly supervised that the Communists achieve ·gains 
out of all proportion to their numerical strength. I . 

That is the secret of Communist success; the tragedy 
of democratic resistance .... 

If every American .faced the reality of what the fulfill
ment of the Communist objectives would mean to him, he 

. would be inspired):O work ·harder to protect and 'preserve 
the individual liberty and freedom which is part and 
parcel of our American way of life. 

CEYLON AND INDIA GENERAL MISSION 
WITHDRAWS FROM WORLD COUNCIL. 

: AFFILIATE IN. INDIA 
By W. O. H. ~annan 

THIS·'Y.as one mission whiCh when it. discovered that by 
its allfI.1'i'ation with the National Christian Council· 'of 

Indi'a it had unintentionally tied i·tself up with not only 
the 'International MiSSionary Council but also with the 
W'Orld CouncH of . Churches, did not resort t'O ·evasion or 
den:i'als, but set i-tseU 10 ·remedy ;the situa1ion as soon as 
possible. ]t is to be commended mOM highly. In taking 
such action i.t was not, however, establishing 'a precedent, 
fer the Ohina Inland.Mission and the Christi'an ;Missi'Onary 
Alli'ance had nl'ade -a simHar move some years back in 
China. . / . 
. At Us General C'Onference October 28th, 1950, held' in 

ndia, t'he Ceylon and Indi'a Genera] Mission voted to with
draw ,from ofue Noa'tional -ChriS'ti'an Council 'Of India "because 
of its affilia1ion'wdtb'the W'Orld Council of Churches". We 
have 'alwaYS had every confidence fii-at the missio~ would 
.take this step. We are h'appy t'O be 'acquainted with no 
few.of its missi'Ona:ries 'and [eaders and this is 'e~actly what ... 
we would expect from ·them. ·We had close -a-nd precious 
fellowsfiip with their missionaries when we were recently 
in India on our way to Bangkok. We trust tha't the mission 
will next be led by -the Spirit of God to identify itself with 
the India Bible Christian Coun ciI , whiCh is free from all 
apostate, World C'Ouncil ,and compromising connections. 

We ~alsO' 'hope that the 'action of this missi'On wiH spur 
other missions to sever their connections on the meld with· 

indusivistic nati'Onal councils affiliated in one way or 
another with the International Missi'Onary Council -and the 
World Council, and which are made up in certain instances 
of Modernists, Fund-amentalists, Seventh, Day Adventists, 
Pentecostalists, Un'iverSa:lists, and even R'oman Catholic 
missions, ~nd which councifs are 'Working to 'advance the 
World COUICl,cil's _one big :aH inclusive super' world church 
idea. We can',t understand why some faith m[ssi'ons have 
been' so reluctant to sever such forbidden alliances nor why 
th~y seek to jU!lti:fy their remaining in such organi'zations 
because th~ Fundamentalists ar.e suppo,sed to be in the 
majority. According to our understanding of the Bible' 
we 'are not justified ,in remaining in an organiza-tion ,because 
it -happens to be sixty, seventy, or eighty percent sound. 

. If it isn't one 'hundred percent sound' ·as far as .the funda
mentals of the fAith -are concerned, then we haven't any 
right 'in such an organjzation. Fur.thermore, if the Funda
mentalists 'are in the majority, why do they tolera,te the 
presence of Modernists, compromisers, members 'Of false 
cults. and· Roman Ca t'hol'ics ? 

It is to' -tie deplored that representatives of the N.A.E., 
namely Doctors' Wright and Taylor, are touring ~the mission 
fields of the world and not. !Jnly spreading seeds of strife 
and Confusion. among fund-amentalists and doing.everyt'hing 
they can to undo the work the I.C.C.C. has aiJ.ready done, 
and this primarily -by circula1ing foalsehoods,. but they are 
encouragring missions to remain in compromising connec
tions. Tohese men are projecting the compromising poiiiti'On 
of' the N.A.E. O'n to the mission fields of the world. Missions 
that are disinclined to t-ake a fOl'lthright stand againlrt apos
tasy, c'Ompromise and the World Council will no doubt 
receive Doctors Wright and Taylor with open arms. H'Ow
ever, affiliating themselves with the 'compromise of 1he
N.A.E. won't solye' the problem many missiO'ns 'are ip nor 
revive Iost confidence .and contributi'Ons. Only. a clean 
break wi'th apostasy, compromise, World Council and all 
other .i·nclusivistic organizations followed by affiilJiating 
themselves with others who have separated themselves 
"from such things can do ·tha t. .' 

The. present tour of Doctors'Wright and Tayl'Or is IO'oked 
upon with marked disapproval by no few prominent men in 

.the N.A.E., who deplore fuI"ther division among "Funda
mentaUsts and. we don't wonder. It is to he furt'her deplored 
that Billy Graham lent himself to· raising the funds needed' 
to send Wright and Taylor on this trip, which will disturb 
the 'Peace and fel'lowship existing 'among Fundamentalist 
missi'Onaries 'and "itiate their testimony by encouraging 
them to remain' in 'Organizations which compromise their 
testimony: 

A FRIENDLY CRITIC 

IN OUR issue 'Of .November 30th we published -a reV!ew of 
The Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers by Le Roy Edwin 

Froom. In connec.tion with that reView we parentheticaHy 
remarked: . 

"The fact that this work is p~bliShed by -a Seventh 
Day.Adventist Publishing Company does no't inV'ai'ida1e 
the authoritative, historical, and completely docu
mented facts set forth." 
In the same review we sa·id-

"Whether anywhere hi: later volumes there is a tinc-
1ure of Seventh Day Advemism, we do. not know, but 
even if there is, 'as we h~ve before said, it c~nnot dimin
ish the vll'lue of tbis volume 'as a compenaium of pr'O-
phetic interpretation." , 
A valued subscriber wri,tes expressing surprise that we 

shO'uld recommend any book' ihart; m'ight have in it "a 
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tincture of Seventh Day Adventism"; for he says he .\:las 
most vigorously combatted t1\e tenets of that Body. and is 
surprised 'at what we 'have written. 

We were careful in 'the quotations we have made. to make 
it clear t'h'at we have' no 'agreement with Seventh Day 
Adventism. We recommend tfte book as ~ summary of 
historical matter, every item of which is ·fully cJocumented: 

We say to our friend in New York: Suppo~e you were 
in a motor 'accident, and someone else than yourself w~e 
to 'bl:ani.e ·for the,crash; and suppose ,also th'at someone was 
standilig hy, who 'actuaUy SaIW what happen~;.and was in 
a position to go into Cour:t 'and swear to the f'acts 'as he had 
observed them; suppose, fraving obtained this witness' con-. 

. sent to give factual evidence. you should disrover tha't he 
• waS a 'Seventll Day. Adventist, wpuId you refuse to take 

advantage of h~s testimony with' respect to a -set of ,facts 
which 'had absolUite'ly no ·relaltion ·to 'his Seventh Day Ad
ventism? Would you not rather welcome the evidence 'of 
any witness who from his own observation was competent to 
swear. to tlle facts? 

We do not 'know Ithe 'author of The Prophetic Faith of 
Our Fathers: ,but we do know :that these volumes represent 
a l'arge share of 'a lifetime of llesearch~more than 'thirteen 
years of digging in European li'braries and museums, 'and 
assembling ofue f'acts dn respect to those who bore such 
powerful witness for Christ that their testimony ,brought 
about the Protestant Refor:mation. 

Let it ,be clearly stated. w~ have no 'agreement whatever 
with many of the tenets of Seven:th Day Adventism. "We 
do not believe in the 'substitution of law for grace .. Not
withstanding, tlle historical data assembled in "this book, 
Vol. II. of The Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers, is of such 

. value that n6 preacher of the gospel can. a:f-ford to be with
out it. 

Please do not runaway 'and say Dr. Shields is a Seventh 
Day Adventist. He is not :''he is an old-fashioned Andrew 
Fuller, Sp'urgeon~c. Willi'am Carey. Baptist. 
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CHRISTMAS: VISIT OF THE MAGI 
Lesson. Text: Matthew 2:1-12. 
Golden Text: "When they saw the ·star, they rejoiced with 

exceeding great joy."-Matt. 2:10. 
The history of mankind hi general, as wel:l as the, ·history 

of every individual, exhibits many contrasts and contra
dictions. The poet Longfellow reminds us' that "Life is 
cheqriered 'shade and sunshine." ,Especially is :this :true in 
reg-ard to the age 'in which Ohrist was .born into this world; 
"in .the fulness of time God sent forth His Son." That age 
was characterized ;by the most intense dar'kness; but alSOo, by 
reason of the coming of the Redeemer, by the mOSil; 'glorious' 
lig'il.t (lsa. 9:2; 60:2; 'Matt. 4:15, 16; Lk. 1:79; John 1:9; 9:5). 
Let us consider some of the contrasts suggeeted in the nar
rative of ,the 'story ot our 'Saviour's birth. 

"In the days of Herod the king ... there came wise men 
. . ' .. saying, Where is he that is !born King?" These two 

king,s were as unlike in character and destiny as rtwo kings 
could possibly be. The man Herod was an ambitious, cruel 
and· sinful .monarch, while the child Je!lus was mild, doving 
and 'absolutely sinless. The one ruled with gmndeur over an 
earithly kingdom, but the other ruled with ri'ghteousness over 
a spiritual kingdom. One was 'a tyrant, ruling by force: the 
other one was a true King, reigning ,in love. The mastery of 

Herod was uncertain, vaciLlating, ephemeral: the majesty of 
Christ 'YaB sure, coJistant and eternal.. I 

The star of 'great, brilliance which appeared to the wise 
men{symbolized the rising of the "Star out of Jacob," prom
ised by the prophet of old (Numb. 24:117). Christ is the Bright 
and Morning Star to His people (2 IPet. 1:19; Rev. 2:28; 
22:16). His star ascended into the heavens,' but the star 
'which represented Lucifer, ·the former'son of the morning, 
descended from heaven to earth (Isa. 14:12-19; Lk. 10:18; 2 
Cor. 11:1'; Rev. 12:9, 10).· Christ's triumph over the forces 
of 'satan was complete (Eph. 1:20, 21; Col. 2:15; Heb. 2:14). 

This conflict between Satan and -God, between Ohrist and 
Antichrist, ibetween evil and good, a confUct which 'has been' 
l'8.ging throughout· the centuries, is suggested also in the \ 
triumph Qf the birth of Christ, the :seed of ,the woman (Gal. 
':4), in spite of Satan IS many attempts 'to destroy the royal 
seed. 'Sa.tan did all in his 'power to frustrate the sentence 
of judgment against- himself (Gen. 3:15). To this end he 

. put forth every effort to prevent the Christ from· coming to 
the cross. It was probably with ,this end in view that ·the 
Arch-Enemy seems to have instigated the slaughter of the 
-little children of Bethlehem, thinking .thereby to take the 
young S'aviour's life. But God overruled (Matt. 2:13-18). 

Wealthy potenrtates, as well as humble shepherds, received 
the announcement of the Sav,iour's birth. The wise men~ 
opened their treasures -and presented gifts to the young King, 

. but the lowly shepherds ·had noug1ht ,to give Him save the 
homage of their grateful hearts. And yet, however much the 
magi and otihe herdsmen differed in earthly station, they each 
adored the Inmnt Saviour. To Him must all men come fOor 
'salvation, whether they. be rich or poor, high or low, cultured 
or uncultured (Acts 10:34, 35; Rom. 10:12, 13). ' 

. Two questions were asked ,in regard to the Saviour's birth:' 
"W'here is he?" and "At what time'did ,the star appear?" 
The wise men were not ashamed to ask their question openly: 
they seem to have addressed th~ir question publicly to all 
whom they met, for all Jerusarem was stirred. Herod, on 
the other hand, secretly called the wise men and interrogated 
them in private. The magi enquired for the Lord that they 
might worship Him, but Herod, !that he might slay the 
Saviour. The one group sought Him diligently in devo'ted 
love; the other group 'sought Him diligently in malicious 
hatred. The wise men found Him, but Herod lost track ' 
of Him (Jer. 29:13); ,their quest resulted in life, but his ended' 
in death (Rom. 6:23). ' 

One ·may also contrast the question found in the opening 
portion of the New Tes1;ament, "Where Is he?" (Matt. 2:1) 
with :the question recorded near the beginning of the Old 
Testament; "Where art thou?" (Gen. 3:9). One question 

'. describes men seeking 'God, whereas tlie other depicts .God 
seeking man. Logically the ,Old Testament question must 
come-first, since it is only because God in sovereign mercy 
has chosen 'sinful men that they have a' right to seek His 
face (Isa. 55:6; Lk. 19:10). 

The knowledge of the birth of Ohrist 'brought joy to the 
wise men, but trouble to Herod. While the magi rejOoiced 
with exceeding great joy, .the cruel king wa,s :agitated in-mind 
and heart at the thought that One had arisen who might sup
plant him. They whose deeds are good rejoice in the light, 
bqt they whose deeds are evil reject the light, lest their 
deed's"be made manifest (John 3:18-21) .. The Gospel of our 
Lord Jesu's Ohrist is the savour of life unto life, .or of deaJth 
unto death (2 Cor. 2:16). I 

M'ay we aU m-ake our ·way. to the Saviour, following the 
path which He Himself ha~ laid out for us in His Word, and· 

. fi!1ding Him, wor:ship Hi-ni with true and loving hearts! 
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