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"None Like Unto Ahab Which Did S'ell Himself" 
A Sermon by.the Pastor, Dr. ~. T. Shields 

~l'eac'hed in J arvJs Street Baptis·t" Chu·reh. Toron to. Ont., Sunday Evening, +"lovern-bel' 19th, 1950 
(Electricaily Recorded) 

"But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself .to work wickedness 
. in the siglhrt of the Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up."-l Kings 21 :25.· 

SOME years ago I knew a noted- surgeon in Toronto ~tanic servitude. 'His history.is sufficiently familiar, I 
, who was meticulously carefu'l a·bout his dress. 'He ,feel 'sure, to most of you, to obviate the necessity of a 

always appeared as though he had come from the :hands detailed rehearsal of it. The text is an inspired summary 
of two or three valets, he was so immacu.Iately. so per~ - of his tragic history, couched in pictorial, and· yet in 
fectly attired. ,He was really ·good ·to 109k at. He was tel'l'ible language: '''There wa's none like unto Ahab, 

·one of the 'mo'st eminent surgeons in Canada. I su~se 'which did sell himself to work wicked.ness~ in the sight 
some people, looking upon him, might have"said, "I think of the Lora, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up." 

. I should· Iili::e to be a physician myself, or a surgeon." 
But, there is another side'to the Hfe of a man of that I. 

, 
sort. Sometimes' he is dressed, in white; sometimes he I think we may regard it AS A PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPLANA-
is at work in an ,operating room; sometimes h.e has to TION, AS A DIVINE ANA'LYSIS OF HUMAN TURPITUDE. There 
com~ into contact' with mO'st repulsive sights, and 'ha,s to are those who question the old fashioned theological doc
deal with horrible thing·s., All physicians -rou·st. They, trine of total human depravity;-which of course does 
must know something a'bout· all kinds of diiseases, some- not mean that every man is as bad as he might be, but 
thing of their genesis, of their development and· pro- that human nature, untouched by the .spirit of God, is so 
gress,' and of their ultimate issue; and- in order to be- biased toward evil that there is no faculty of the mind, 
come expert in healing diseases, they must live among no power of the 'body, which is not 'subject to. evil direction 

-and have contact with many things that are' utterly and control. " . , . 
10athSiOme an"d repugnant. What a Sltr-iking figure this, is! "He Bold himself." 

So is it with the Christian minister. I have an un- In a s·ale one relinquishes· all title to his formerpropel'ty, 
pleas·ant text. I do not know why I 'have it, except that he sells it to another; it ·becomes the possession of the 
out of the air app'a'rently it was laid heavily' upon my 0 purchaser, to do' whateV'E!r he likes wi.th it. A slave, in 
mind, t~is afternoon, as. though it were necessary .that the old· days of slave-owning and slave-dealing in the 
we should think of it this evening for our profit. United States-when a slave was sold for money- to a 

It" is· t;he story of Aha'Q, who is hoted- among all the new master he had nothing 'to say 'as to where he should 
kings of • .Israel, who were, wi~out a single exception, a live, where he should go, what he 'should d.o; he became 
bad lot-idolaters, all of them, who walked 'in the ways his new master's property, and thenceforth h~ 'had to do 
of Jeroboam, the ·son of Nebat, Who d·jd. sin and who made whatever he was told, and go' wherever he was directed 
Israel to sin:, in this company of wi.eked· men Ahab iIJ .,. to go. Aha-b is described as a man 'whohadsold himself, 
Bo,ted by the pen of Divine inspiration as the wo~t of not someone else, but he 'had sold himself, sold. out to 
them all. There was not one who' compared with him another. His 'affections, his desires, his ambition~,. his 
for the wickedness he wrought in the sight of the LOrd. conscience, his will, all the elements of his complex' mental 

This story is a study in th!i! moral deteribration of' and moral and physical nature he had sold out; it was no' 
human character into a condition of ultimate aobject sa-. longer 'his; he was no longer 'his own, no longer his own 
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master; his freedoII},JQ.! action" hIs freedom to plan, even 
. to think, was gone. His mind, everything ,belonged to 
, another; he ,was completely abandoned to the sovereign 

power 'of 'another master than himself. i 
~qt ~Osptl Bitnt51l:' 

. , . , 
anb 

What a contrast to God's plan and purpose for the 
man .whom He made in His IOwn image, and- after His own 
likeness! 'He put a crown upon 'liis . brow; lle PJlt . a 
sceptre in his hand-, and He said to him, "Have dominion." 
He was made to be a master, made to he a sovereign, 
not a 'serf, and he was given a khigdotn, he was commis
sioned to exerCise dominion over all the 'beasts/lOf the 
field, over' all the earth: "Thou hast made him a littl~ 
lower than the angels and hast 'crowned him with glory 
and honour.' 'Thou madest him to' 'have dominion over 
the works of Thy hands; Thou hast put all things· under 
his feet : all sheep 'and oxen, yea and the 'beasts of the 
field; the fowl of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatso
ever passetb ithrough the paths of the seas." He'was to 
be· an' unusual king, subject to no one except the King of 
kings; he was to find :his'freedom, his felicity, bis largest 
and fullest and richest life in obe.ence to the law of 
God, and in the 'service of his Divine King. . \ 
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But here is a man, who has -so far descended from 
'that exalted position, from that noble ideal.of life, that 
he has -become the meanest 'slave 'to the' most tyrannical 
master'; he 'has surrendered, 'his kingdocl, everything, 
and has sold himself; ,bartered his inheritance for a 

\ mess IOf pottage; sold all the- interests of eternity for the 
"evanescent values of time. clenched his fis't and . stamped iiis foot, and he said, "Me 

Ahab' sold himself to somebody,obut h,e did not sel,l 'on't'! Me 'on't!" And 'he went -back into -,his corner. 
himself to God. They cannot sell thems~lves who .are al- I She had an entirely different view 'Of human depravity 
ready 'bought with a price, and who belong tosonieone before 'she got"throu,gh with -that boy. 
else, 'bJIt to ~notner kind of master. " Ali:ab !might have-· Look abroad. upon the world to-day, and it is not difficult 
yielded himself unto God, and his mem.bers as instruments to find multitudinous illustrations of men and almost of 
of righteousnes's, but inste·ad of that 'he sold himself. . nations, who seem ·to 'have sold· themselves to work 

My friends, this is not ancient history. Here you have . wickedne·ss. 
an explanation of many phenomena to-day, for on every To whom di¢ Ahab sell himself? He-,sold, himself to' 
hand. we .see men descending to such low levels of life, one,whiO is always in the market for those who are willing 
to such. depths of ilJfamy, as _once '~IJOn' a time ,we couldo ,to 'sell out. He sold himself to· Satan, beyond all doubt. 
scarcely -have Conceived was possible. 'He is always> in t~e~arket for the purchase of human 

, I heard a professor, discount the' doctrine of natural souls. You remem-ber that description of Babylon in the 
'h~man depravity, and say, "Don't teU me that my little Book of Revelation, when .:aabylon falls, and the 'mer
boy is depraved; 'he isn't." Little did he know. I knew chants of the earth weep for the loss of a. customer. There" 
a ,mother o'nce who had that notion. She had a little is a detailed ,descript~~)n IOf 'all·th~ 'precious -things that 

· boy w·hiO was as meek as Moses is s'aid to 'have been. H~ were found in her, things that-she had bought for her
was never nau'ghty, and he always did exacUy as he was self, things that slfe hoped she owned, and the last item 

· told when ordered. A perfect little gentleman, the ad-'" in the category is "codies. and souls of men," sold, sold 
.' ·miration· of everybody. When his mother was co~plj-·'" 'out to another. Beyond doubt Ahab -sold ,himself' to the' 

.me·nted on his 'docility she 'said, "Well, 'You know,.it all author of all wickedness. _ . 
'depends on their upbringing. I 'have· very carefully . There' is one outsta'fltding illustration recorded in the, 
. iiscipli~ed my lit.tIe f)()y 'and ,brought him up well." But . Scripture of how the' devil tries to buy men, ~e; came 
after a while she' had ·another'-boy.· He ,belonged to. the . upon the Son of· man; hungered in,the.wilderness, and 
same family/with the same 'father and niIOther,' but 'no . said,'c'If thiOu ,be the Son of Goli', if You are' all you profess 
one, could discipline hiQl. He wouid ha~l'l. his' own way, .to be, show your power, command tqese stone's that they 
no matter what ·happened. I remember on one occasion he made ·bread." But the Son of man would- not sell O\.l.t .. ' 
that mother doing what, in my humble judgment, .was· a He took him to ,the pin~acle' ~f the temple' and sa~d, "Here· 
very foolish and dangeroul; thing. She shut him 'in a . is a chance to !Jhow wh.at you are; cast thYl\elf dowlJ frrllp 
dark closet, with just enough air to· hreathe, and told hence:, For it i·s written, He, 'shall give 'his angels 'charge 
him.that he· must stay there'until he'promised to do a over thee; 'and you w!l1,be mira,culously.preser~ed;"aIl· 

· certain thin'g, ,wh,ich.., 'she,,'had, co.mmanded, ·:and w)licn.,.,yo!;lr_ .. ~~~mi.~s: will ;tlu~J;~.af~T: 'be afraid, t~:.atte!Dpt.yoPt. 
he had refu'sed' to do. 'She left, him there for hours, and life.~ The ··Son 'ofman 'answered, "Thou. s'halt not tempt 
at last she opened ~he door. A~· soon' as ,the' door opened 'the Lord thy God." Then ,by some strange meims he took 
he: tU'rned his' hea'd away from the light, 'and stuck, his .. Him into. a high mountain ... P.ersonall'Y·, .r think ;i~ was:an 
head. in the corner. 'i'Well," she said, "'and will you do apPflal'~ the imagination. One temptation was in tli'e 
as, you 'are told now?" "He was 'only a little bit· of a. plarte 'Of tq,e physical; the.,other wallo in the realm of the' 
~ellow about four years old. Ue turned ·around defiantly; - spirih:iai-,..!l'~past thyself down:" The third was iIi' tfe 
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realm of the intellectual, the menbil. 'Somehow he showed the son of Omri did evil" in the,sight of the Lord-above 
Him all the kingdoms of the world" and the 'glory of them, all that were before him." Don't 'blame Jezebel for 
and he said, "You may have them ·all; tha,t is the price, everything" because before ever he met J ezebel, Ahab 
the. re":.ard I will give you if you fall down .and worship had sold himself, to work wickedness in ,the sight of the . 
me, if you become my servant. Sell out to 'me, and I will 'lJord-. Then there is this si·gnificant verse·: "And it • 
give you aU the kingdoms of· t1!-e world, and the glory caIl).e to pass, as if it had 'been 'a light· thing -for him to 
of them.!', But His complex, sinless· human nature was walk "in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat ..... " 
immune to all the,shafts of ·the ene~y; every door"was as though'that were not enough, 'jle'too"k to wife Jezebel 
locked against his entrance, as later He sa"id, "T;he prince the daughter of Ethqaal king of ,the Zidonians, and went 
of this world cometh, and hath_nothing "in me." an«;l served Baal, and worshipped him." He married a 

How often since then has 'the devil offered the "king- heathen wife, the daughter of a man who bore the name 
doms of the world: and their glory to men ( I suppose to of the very god he worshipped, Ethbaal, and she brought. 
the Caesars, to all the conquerors of early days, to Na- into the family all her idola-try, to add that to the id.olatry 
.poleon, to the Kais~r, to. Hitler and MussOlini,and I sup-:- of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. "And he reared up an 
pose to Stalin, and' they 'all sOld out to ,the devil, to accept . 'altar for Baal in the 'house of Baal, which he had -built in 
in return his promised, reward. What a foolish thing Samaria." What a fool 'he was! Bad as he was himself, 
that is, isn't it, thus to sell· out'/! it 'seemed as though he felt that he hadn't quite all the 

What was it for? What . did ihe de'lJil want him fo;? evil capacity he wotYd like, and so, like a'IQan buying a 
When a man goes to an auction sale to ·buy a horse he larger house, he married, .fezebel, to augment his cJ!.pacity I 
cons"id~rs what he wants. If he wa'nts 'a team of 'horses ' Ifor evil! I 'have seen men do that. Better ,be on the 
for heavy work on the farm he may, buy some prize heavy lookout for' Jezebel. I dare say th,at Jezebel was quite 
Clydesdales, or sorpething of that sort. I don't know attractive; I dare say that· she knew .how fo dress. I 
much about horses. But if he wants a riding horse he know she did in the end, she knew how to tire her head 
will 'probab~y buy one of 1\ lighter and mQre agile frame, and paint her face, and make hers 'elf presentable. But 
-but 'he will -buy what he wants to do the job he wants. I 'have no doubt ,that when she was 'young she was a -bit 
Now when the devil went to market, what did he want? of a beauty you know. They 'say that beauty is only 
He wantero. sorpebod,y'"to work w~Ckedness ih the sight of skin deep. That proverb is worn out; it isn't always 
the ~rd. Tha,t was his jO'b; that 'is his work in the world. as deep as that now. But anyhow, Ah·ab.married Jezebel. 

· He is always looking for men and women who will work 'I do not know where you can find silch a pair.. The only \ 
wickedn"ess in the. sight of'the Lord!~ He found Ahab, and ~edeeming thing about it was that each married the other, • 
seemed somehow to recognize that he had great potenti- and, neither of them married somebody else. I have 'heard 
alities for evil, and he bought 'him to be his 'bond slave, som~ cynics say, after a wedding of which they did not 
to do in the earth whatever the master of hell told him approve, "0 well, one good ,thing about it anyway, it 
to. do. " won't spoil two houses." Well, what a household that 

,He was to work wickedness, it isa significant phrase, was, A:hab and Jezebe\! "Whom Jezebe'I his wife stirred 
not merely among men-he was not thus purchased to do up." She liked it, she was \ in perfect sy'~path~ with, 
violence to ordinary standards of 'human conduct, 'but he Ahab, one with him in his determination to work wicked
was bought to. work wickedness in the sight of the Lord. ness in Hie sight of the Lord. I have 'Often said, when I 
"I want somebody," said the. devil, "who will defy God have .h!!ard somebody express sympathy for, Aha'b, "Don't 
to His face. You seem to ·be a likely slibje~, A'hab. Will waste it on him, -because even Jezebel never stirred him 
you sell out ?" 'And he did,. - Not always do men see it, up 'in 'any other direction tha"n'th~t of his own evil nature; 
but, that, in the ultimate ·analysis of things, is what sin nO'body ever stirred- him to do 'good." You young w~men, 
reaIIy'is, rebellion against 'God-ilotprimarily"'the v'iola- listen, listen to the conversation of the man who is in-

· tion of a moral precept, 'not only the transgression of, teres~d in you. See what in d'esuI-oo'ry talk in an un
:' the precepts of the Decalog-that -may ... aIi :be. involved" guarded moment comes out <,>f his mouth, and if it is 

but 'sin i's 'an' act of rebellion against God, when the man evil,shun him, shun 'l:tim, as you wQuld a plague. And, 
· say's" "I Viill 'nol submit 00· -the will of 'God", when, like - you young men do the ,same with young -women, It isn't 
that· ~it~le 'boy-:-to ·his mother, even still sta~.ging in the gent.IeIr).anly -to speak disrespectfully o(avy woman, is it?· 
darklless, d'ares to 's'ay, "Me 'on!t," to God.- .W,hen the But I do not,know 'lIbw else to .speak· of jezehel, do you? 

" ,Psalmist at last sa~ the sin of which he was ,guilty in Frankly,'1 have 'known many women. whO' were' not entitled 
'. its true light he exclaimed, "Again~t' thee" thee only,' to the 'respect o.f d,ecent people, mEm' 01' women, because 

,_ . ha,ve I sinned" a~d dOI),e. thj's evil1n thy sight.!' they ~ere sold -to . work wickedness, in the sight. of' the 
.• '-, My dear friends, as I- reminded yo~'I~;~tThursday Lord,"and 1ia~ entered into·par.tller~hip with some Ahab. 

';, _ . night, I believe, that runs all through ;th(OIg;'Testament.: ,' .. ' .. 
. "He did that which was right in the, si'ght of the Lord; iI.. 

He did that w-hi!<h -was wrong, or evil,..in the sight of Now :w~at of it? FoIIow me a, moment wiII' you? 
. the ·Lord.". There are many things "which are right THIS TRAGIC B~R RENDERED AHAB IMMUNE TO ALL 
. : enou-g~ in/the'sight of' men '~hat a:.e 'entirely wro~g!n ~EM_EDIAL. INFLUENC~S.·· Oh, .. praiSe 'be' toGod~ I 'have 
, the slght:of God.. ~at thl'S Il:e~, m~~ter, wanted, In .seen some O"~J~e w~rst sinners savel:l by' redeeming gz:ace, 

, . _,:.:-;:;.-*-h;ab.,'Y~s a !lJ1I:~;~~O,;.~,Iili.~U.,t ~.~~p'u,nG~~~~~.9;~:·rel,~Gta.p~.e,., , -~en '¥~~ .. :Q~4'sl!~k so. ~9)\":that:.~h~r :~M~¢d.to 'b~,~t~e.r.y' ' 
. woul~ gIve hImself up -to do evIl, '. to w?!k Wlcke~ness m, beyond a'ny-body's ,teach. Yet the' strong 'arm of Sov€lreign . 

.... . ..;: ' .... 

, ,the .sl"~ht. of . the Lor~. Can you lII~'agl.ne a man s. aban- Grace ~as_ laid hold- upon tl1em and·.lifted them. up, at .' 
<_"?9n,mg hImself '00 evIl, _~fte~ ~~at fa's·hlon.? , ~ yes; men, .last to th~ level of the angels. ' I~il!e~e-is a!ly poor sinner . , 
; d~... '.', . '. -. . " ' . " here to-mght, I suggest to you that you need not despair. 

, '-:rr:~.en~h~~e IS another thmg- Whom Jeze~e~ hUl W'/,fe God can break the shackles, He can red~em you," even 
st~rred up. Let ~~read ·a verse 'to yo'!: . A:nd- Ahab though you have sold yourself; He cimrecapture Y9U, .-

..•... 
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aI).d make you His own happy bond-slave, "if you' are 
willing to yield to Him. 

But often we 'have observed how Ahab rendered him-
• self incapab~e of believing the truth. We can shut our 

minds 'against the truth; we can shut our minds 'against 
the Gospel if we want ito. The 'Gospel is the savour of life 
unto Hfe, or of death unto death, and if people hear the 
Gospel long enough and often enough they may become 
actuaUy what is called, mistakenly I- think, Gospel hard
ened. No ·they are not hardened by ,the 'Gospel, they are 
.harden~d by their refusal to believe it, -, through "'an 
evil heart; of unbelief." \ Th~ want a lie, they ask for a 
lie, and they believe a lie. ~othing 'is easier' than to 
persuade people to believe a lie. I remember w.hen Dr. 
Torrey was here many years ago ·speaking in Massey 
Hall. He imagined 'a !iialogue between Mrs. Smith. and 
Mrs. Brown,and they were talking in subdued tones 
about'a third person. 'For the .sake of keeping to colour; 

. I will. call :her Mrs. Whi,te. But anyway, one of these 
w~men reported to :the other in ·a whisper what'she'had 
heard about Mrs. White, 'and she said, ,"You kilow I was 
so surprised. Isn't it ,too '~ad; I never would, :have 
thought such a thing possible. Oh, you know I am so 
sorry." Then Dr. Torrey paused, 'raised hims'elf u'p to 
full height, pulled out all the stops, ·and ,thundered, "Mrs. 

church. I am positive that that is ·the mightiest hindrance 
to the Gospel to-day, -that Christian churches, so called, 
are filled with men 'and women who have never known 
Christ, and in '~hose life the Word 0-£ God is not a factor ~. 
at all. They go· to church on Sunday, and~t as though 
they were very devout, and ,go back to business' tomorrow 
and. play' the" very devil. Tho'Us'ands of people· will do 
that in Toronto tomorrow, religious people, and I would 
not exempt even,all those who stand in the pulpit.. As 
for the "priests" of religion, as for -that dreadful insti- I. 

tlition tlt'at lias' counterfeited Chrlsti'anity, the devil's 
chief agency,-what wiCkedness in the ·sight of the Lord 
tha.t institution is effecting to-d'ay everywhere! 

We were all sorry to hear of the crash of the Canadian 
Pilgrim in the Alps. I have flown over the Alps several' 
times, and taken that very route: They are lower there. 
The last time the pilot. said '00· me, "Weare going' right 
over the top this time; we will ,be up twenty-one thous'and 
feet, or more." So we went right over the 'Swiss' Alps, 
and I looked down upon them, and I didn't want to get 
any nelil-t'er wth~m ·tpan I was, not a bit. We were sor.ry . 
to hear of that crasli .• I hope when you go on a journey , _ 
yoil ask the Lord to 'bless you, do you? I hope when 
you take your car out you take time to ask the Lord to 
see you safely through. A friEind 'of mine in'the United 
States told me, '''Whenever I go on a tour with my wife 
and children we always "have a little prayer meeting be
fore leaving, to ask the" Lord '00 'give us journeying . mer- . 
cies.. On~ d'ay," he said, "I was~just going' down town 
with -my.little 'boy in the car. I 'started the car, 'and he 
said, 'Wait, Daddy, what about that prayer?'" Do 
you pray hefore you go down town? That is 'a good thing 
too, and we may ask the Lord to give us journeying 
mercies; if it is .His will, 'and, it may not be His wilI, 
and we may suffer·an accident just as they did, a disaster 
of some sort. Nobody is immune. But I could 'not 'help 
think~ng when Isa~ the picture of three priests blessing 
·the plane and: all who were in it, I said' to myself, "Why, 
,their 'blessing. was no \ more efficacious than -mine would 
have heen, not a bit." They were delayed< five hours 

. in order to get the pope's blessing, and 'because of -the 

.' Smith, you 'are a liar!' If you were sorry you 'would 
never have repeated: it, especiaIiy when you did not even 
kn~w whether it was true or not." Tell'a lie and people 
~ill believe it; you do not need to prove it. Moody 'used 
to 'saythat a He would travel around the world, while 
truth was ,getting its boots on, and that is true, because 
a lie is on its native heath, this is its own country: You 
know better how to get a'bout in 'your own 'city th'an you 
'do in 'a strange city, don't YIOu? You know all the .short 
cuts. And 'a lie in this wicked world is penectly at home. 
The whole world lieth 'in the wicked' one, who was a liar 
from the beginning .. Anybody who wants to tell a lie 
will find all C'ircumstanc~ and people to help spread i.t· 
muIti:tpdes will believe .it, and you can never catch u~ 
with it. Don't I know? I .do not l>elieve there is any 
man in Canad'a. who has be~n mO:r;'e lied ·about. I caimot 
help it, cannot correct it. But you know, people clm so 
accustom themselves ,to bel'ieve a lie :that after a w-hile 
that is .all. they can believe, they cannot believe the fhIth 
at all. Ahab was one of them, 'and as we have seen very 
often, and shall see again on Thursday night he tried 
to silence every voice ,that dared to tell him the truth. 
lie cut off ~he 'beads of all the faithful prophets and said 
<II do 't t h' " . n. wan to ear the truth 'at all," until 'at last the 

. Lord said, "AIll'ight, if you want 'iii- -lie; h'ave it," and: He 
l'eleased a lying spirit that ·sent him to his doom. 

five hours they' were late, and they crashed. One Roman 
Catholic sllid-, "What better Emd,to a Christian life, than 
to have enjoyed the graces of the 'holy year, and to have 
received the' pope"s ·blessip·g!" Cardinal McGuigan said', 
"I will say a special mass for them, although I feel sure 
they were purified and spiritu'a'lized by ·their experiences 
in Rome." I cannot understand it. It is the filthiest 
city on earth,. I think' However, all .this in the name of' 

- religion. Wickedness &hou'nding! . 

But here is the most extraordinary thing 'about this 
story - that 'both Ahab and Jezebel inooked the aid of 
rel~g~on to help them in their iniquity. Ahah was a very 
rehglo~s man. He had four hundred prophets all his 
own, and fOU'r hundred prophets of. the groves. It took 
a..}ot of ~ple to try to keep 'him straight, didn't it? 
Arid Jezejiel ~asa very religioliS woman, so much so· that, 
she 'brou'ght Idols from her father's.house, and 'sheand 

. Ahab between them built a 'house to Baal, and they wor
!!hipped him. Has it occurred to you that some of the 
worst men in-hi~tory have heen the most' religious? The 
greatest crimes, the most diabolical actions have been 
performed in the name of religion; Do not as'sume that 
a man "is a 'Christi-an because he is religious; do not as-
sume that 'he is saved because 'he is a member ,of ,the 
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You cannot trust in religion, my dear friends. You 
ca'n be' the most religious person. in the world, ,and the 
worst scamp 'at the same time. You study at your leisure 
the record of Ahab, and 'see 'how a 'gra-cious God erected 
barricades along the road, sent a prophet, and another 
prophet, and another prophet-filled the road with -hur
dles. We have them, with a red 'light, "no· through traf
fic". The Lord did that, put it across the path of Ahab, 
with a red light, and said, "No throu'gh traffic. Ahab, 
turn haek, turn 'back." But the poor hlind fool leaped 
over every one of them, until he took the last 'and the 

, fatal leap over the precipice and into the abyss. Horrible, 
wasn't it? He sold himself to the wrong master. 

. III. 

,AND WHAT HAPPENED TO HIM AT LAST? He juSt weni! 
t.Q the dogs. He mocked' at the word of God, and when 
atClast they came to wash 'his chariot at 'the pool of Siloam, 
the dogs licked the ,blood of Ahab, listen-"according 
to the word of the Lord": "In tlhe place where dogs licked 
the blood of Na,both sh!111 dogs lick thy blood, even thine." 
And the prophecy: was fulfilled i~ the' epd ot the day. 

I will leave Jezebel for later consideration, except just 
to say that she fared no better. Perhaps I might 'speak 
to ~u some night on a woman with 'a painted face, and 
'tell-you what 'happened to that woman who tried to dis
guise herself from God 'and man. 'She did not disguise 
herself from the dogs,and when at last they wen.t to 
loo'k for, her 'all they could find was her, skull, her feet, 
aDd the palms of 'her hands. Her wi-cked feet and hands 
were ,too much even fol" the dogs toSitomilch! 

Sin is a horrible disease. It is a horrible thing! '1 
should not dare speak to you of it, could I not speaK of 
Another who came, and of Whom it was said, "He was 
made sin 'for u's". That is lOne of the profoundest state
ments of'Scri'pture. .I cannot understand it. I know the 
Lord laid upon, Him the iniquity of us all, and I know 
that in Himself, in His own proper person, He was sin-, 
less; and yet somehow He was made sin for us, and when 
the world's iniquity' was laid upon Him even 'God could 
not look 'at Him. T,haJt was' a terrible th'ing. "Thou 
'art of purer 'eyes than to behold evil, and canst not 'look 
on iniquity." When He took our sin upon Him, and, 
was made sin for us, exploring the outer darkness that 
Ues behind the back of 'God, in th,at awful hour of desola
tion He -cried, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?" Dare I say that He had allowed Himself, by tak
ing your place and mine, to become, 'Obnoxious, to 
hecomeas a thing abominable in the sight IOfGod, so 
that God could not look upon 'Him! All that, "that we 
mi'ght ,be made the righteousness of 'God in Him." 'Simple 

few who passed by him may have noticed ~at he. was 
deeply 'and emotionally moved. I can fancy tears were 
rolling down his cheeks, the fountains of the great deep 
were ,broken up. I can fancy '~is sobbing audihly; but 
he could not tear himself away from that view of the 
central cross. A couple of passers-by may have said
~'One of His'diseiples maybe?" No, ~ot' His 'disciple
"But lis,ten to what he s'ays," and they listen. B~tween 
his sobs he lisps it out, "He died, he died, instead IOf me." 
As they listen the other s'ai4, "I know now who it is, 
that is Barabbas ; that is Barabbas ! 
. Let us pray. 
, 0 Lord, we thank Thee that there is help and there is 
hope for the worst of us, there is strength for the weakest 
of us. 0 help uil to-night, and if there :iJS one who ha~ ~ot 
yet given himself or herself to Jesus Christ, may that,decIsIon 
be made before this service shall close, for Thy Name's sake, 
Amen. 

ABOUT PETER V ARONOF 
(The following '~nouncement was made Sunday 

morning, November 19 from Jarvis Str.!let Chu~h Pulpit. 
Mr. Varonof was very persistent but he was not allowed 
to enter the Pulpit, or to speak). 

The Pastor regrets to announce that since the ~adver
tisement of this morning's 'service appeared, 1l.e has re
ceived a number of .long distance calls-induding one 
from Ottawa-as well as several. 'lo-cal calls, relative to 
the notice in the papers that Mr. Peter Varonof was to 
speak this morning. It is not necessary to go into details. 
It is enough to say that the appointment for this gentle
man to spea:k was made in,good faith, but the inform~tion 
since received was of such a character that the Pastor, 
who,had'made the appointment on his own responsibility, 
felt it necessary to cancel the arrangement. ' 
"I,t was not ,.POssihle for us.. to discowr where '!'fr~ Va;o
nof was staying, hence we could not complUmeate WIth 
him until this morning. , . 

On his arrival at the church the facts were presented 
.to him, 'and he was 'informed that on the Pastor's'ord~ 
the appointment for h~m to speak in Jarvis St. was 
cancelled. ' , 

Mr. Slade kindly conse'nted at. the, Pas,tor's urgent 
request to_take the, mor,ning 'service, and Dr. Shields' 
will preach this evening. 

Announcement of the cancellation of this morning's 
appointment will he made through THE GOSPEl.! WITNESS 
issuing next Thursday, and in the public press on , 
Saturday. 

THE GIVER GREATER THAN HIS GIFTS 
dS' that statement' is, familiar as I am, and have been • T,here is such a difference between coming ,out, of 
these many years with these principles, I never give sorrow thankful for relief, and coming out of sorrow full 
expression to it without 'amazement, lalmost stupefaction of sympathy with aild trust in Him who has released 
~how could it be ? Oh, how' could it be that the Holy us. Nine lepers hurry off :to show themselve's ~ith their 
One could take my sin in order that I might receive white skins to the priest. One leper only waits to cast 

,'His holiness? . himSelf at the feet of Jesus and wors:hip Him. Tell me, 
"And can it 'he that I shouid gain' win not, those nine 'be different! from 'tihat one if ever a 

An interest 'in the SaviOur's blood? h II' 
, Died He for me who caused Him pain,' new disease should fall upon t em a . 

For me who Him to~death pursued? Let that one leper be the type of the soul to whom 
Amazing grace! How ~uld it be the whole blessednes's of a 'blessing from Christ has 

That Thou, my God, should'st die for m~ ?",- come. Not only the health ,but the Healer he delights 
I often contemplate that.' scene on Calvary. When in. Not only the salvation ;butthe 'Saviour is his glory 

'most 'of the:peopl'e had gone home,lthink there was still" and'his joy:" 
one"man gazing' upon' that centra'! cross~' Perhaps 'the " ' . -PHILLIPS BROOKS, ' 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

. A Sermon by the ·Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 
, -' 

Preached. in Jarvis St. Church, Toronto, on a 
'. SundRy morning. 

'\.. (Stenographically. Rep~rted) 

"He~took up 'also th~ mantle of EUjah that fell from him, 
and wen't :back and stood -by the bank of Jordan·; 

"And he took the mantie of Elij8!h that fell from 'him, . 
and smote the waters, and said, Where is the Lord God of' 
Elijah? And when he also had smitten l1he waters, they 
parted 'hither and thit'her: and Elisha went over." 

-H Kings 2 :13-14. 

E'LIJAH was, as you know, on our Lord's authority,'a 
ty:pe of Christ: He referred to his ministry as being 

illustrative of His own. We rea'd tliis morning the opening 
verses of the Acts of .the Apostles, in which Luke refers 
to his Gos'pel as a treatise of all that J e'sus "began both 
to do -and teach;. untii the day' in which He was taken 
a,p." 'B.efore Elijah went. hom~ to ·God, he s'aid to his 
dri's'ci'ple Eli-sha, "A;sk what I shall do for you before· I 

-81m taken away." Our Lord- taught. His disciples that it 
was tpeir prlvileg~ to ask thiI.1gs of Him; and He ·gave 
them certain promises" declaring that in His name those 
.promises should ,ne fulfilled. And the one great prayer 
of Elisha was, "Grant that a double_ portion Of thy s'pirit. 
maY"be 'given to me." He wanted the spiri.t of his mas
ter. And Elij'ah promised that he 'should have it: he 
p.rOlD'ised that his m-inistry 'sho'uld not end- with his de-. 
parture; but tha:t ,it shouM :be 'Continued after' he had 
gone. And ou'r Lord Jesus . laid, the foundation upon 
·which His people are to build: He ,began. a ministry 
which the Church of Christ is left ··in the world- to con
tinue. He promised to His disciples that He would ·give 
them of. His Spirit. . , 

I believ~ there is no more '-impo~ta~t doctrine in the 
Book than that. . lot is neces's'ary that we 'should know 
"that Christ died for our s'ins 'according to the' scrip
~u·res";, it -is necessary 'also that we s'hou.ld clearly under
stand that we are not worshipping and serving an absent 
Saviour, but th8!t He -is 'still present 'in the midst'of His 
people; He has given us His Spirit to carryon the work 
He began .. Again and again in the church ot" to-d'ay, 
you hear men discussing theIr programmes and planning 
their organizations, and laying much emphasis on the 
importance of variQus forms of Christian~ activities"--
and all this, too often, without reference to the necessity 
of all these endeavours ,being energized .by the Spirit of 
God. EUsha had k.ept company' with Elijah: he 'had seen 
something of ,the power of God whic~ rested upon him. 
In his view, Elijah had- peen. more t~ the nation than 
"f;he chariot of Israel. and the' horsemen thereof." He 
saw that the mighty power of God had' been exercised 
by: this prophet; and now he says, "Grant that this power 
may be given to me, that thy spirit may rest" upon' me, 
that I may be !!nabled to carryon ,the work thou hast 
begun." '. 

The Promise of ilie Spirit 

I want to talk to you a few minutes this morning 
a:bout the gifts of the Spirit, finding qur' ·illustrations 
in this 'story .. ' Elijah said, "You shall 'have what you 
a'sk, on one cond~tion, 'If tho-u see .me when 'I am taken 
fro~ thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it s:hall 

. not b~ so.'''': ,1'h~·cond-ition upon which the spirit of 
"" 

the' master was to rest u,pon the setvant, was thllt he was 
to look to the master himself. . 

I speak v.ery carefully this morning, and I ask you ·to. 
follow me with equal care. There is'a tendency nowadays 
to._magnify some 'aspects of the ministry of the Holy 

. Ghost, and to talk more about the .Holy· Spirit-than about 
Jesus Christ.· And yet iti-s said of the Holy Ghost: 

· "He s'hall not speak of Mmself; but whatsoever he shall 
hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things 
to come. He shall glorify me: for he shaIi receive of 
mine, and shall sltew it unto you." The supreme ministry 
of the Holy Spirit is to ,glorify Jesus Christ; and the 
Holy G:host is most 'Certainly present where Jesus is 
being glorified. The need of thi-s ,present hour, as of 
every other, is, ,that we should fix our thought upon 

· Christ, that we 'should believe. in Him, that we should 
acknowledge His' -pre~emineh~e,-and as our eyes are 
unto the Lord, this 'gift- of the Holy Ghost shall b~ 
received. . 

Elisha Beiie~ed the p.rom~se 
Elij-ah was separated from Elisha, and he went up by 

a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha' saw him just as the. 
disciples 'saw 'their Master swallowed up by the cloud. 
when'-it received Him out of their sight. Elisha's eyes 

· were toward EHjah; the condition which Eiijah had 
· named was fulfilled; and as he' went up, hi~ mantle· 
dropped from "'his shoulders and came fluttering back to 
earth. Then Elisha did not 'pray longer, but took 'up 
the mantle of"Elijah. He took his 'master at his word. 
He"had ,seen -him go; he had no ec~tatic experience;. he. 
accepted the promise that bad' b~n given; and he took' 
th,e mantle of Elijah and as he came to the waters of. 
Jord:an, he smote the waters ,as 'he had seen Elijah do, 
and said,' "Where is the Lord God of Elijah ?!' The 
wa:ters parted asunder; and Elisha passed over by the 
exerCise of the same 'power as he had seen :exercised in 
his 'ma,ter"s mini'stry; . The po'int- is this, t~at Elisha 
believed. the promise and acted upon it-and at that mo-
ment the power-"of God was given him. . 

Nee_d Not Tarry But.Take the Mantle 
Now there is 'a theOry abroad to-day that we must 

· tarry at Jerusalem until we be--endued with-Power from 
'on high .. There are many' who talk of the ba'ptism of 
the Holy Ghost. As I read my Bible, we have no right 
to -talk about the 'baptism of the Holy Ghost. It is not 
mentioned in one of the Epistles. The promise was given 

· by our Lord that He would pray the Father, and He
would send them another Qomforter, that He would Him
self -baptize them with. the Holy Ghost and with fire. • 
That :promise was fulfilled at Pentecost. It has never 
been repeated. It never will-be repeated .. Th'eChurch 
of Christ 'W8!S ,baptized with the Holy Ghost-1he M'antle 
of the 'as'Cepded Uordt descending upon" His 'Church. The 
~oly Ghost took up the 'administration of the Church; 
and from' that day until now, the Holy 'Spirit 'has always 
'been in the midst of His people. it is for us now, by 
faith, to take the Mantle' of our Elij-ah; it' is for. us to 
believe the promis'e of God, that we are to' "receive the 
promise of the. Spirit ,through faith." This whole doc
trine of tarrying at Jerusalem; "tarrying until some 
extraordinary 'physical manifestation is given, is con
trary to . Scripture. It 'ha-s wrought ruin-ruin in the 
lives of thousa:nds of people'; and has resulted in spiritual 
dearth, and the destruction of .faith in multitudes . 

The Holy Ghost is -here, 'my frien,ds. He is t~ be re-
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.. ceived. Ah, yes! th~re aTe many believers who ignore- have commanded yo'u: and, l~, I am witlr you alway
the Man.tle ; there are many believers who do not approp-' all the days-even unto the end of the world." All the 
riate the blessings that are theirs; there are many of days? Until when? Even unto the end of the age. 
God's cp.i1drep ~ho live on the carnal plane, who have What did He mean? He meant that He is with His 
not learned that. it is their 'privilege to appropriate the people in the presE)nceand power of His Spirit all the 
power.of the Spirit. We are to receive the promi'se of days-":until the conl'(ummation of the age. And ther~ 
the Spirit. through faIth-through fai~h, mind you! never has been a day sip.ce He ascended unto glory, since 
If you" want to ,be cured of that "tarrying" doctrine, ~entecost-there never has been a day when any man or 
read the Epistle to the Galatians. I do not" mean we woman who 'believes·on the Lord Jesus Chrtst, xnight not 
should not wait upon God for the Spirit; I do not mean. have received the fulness of the Holy Ghost by just re
that we should not ask for all the power of the Holy ceiving the promise of God 'and depending upon it .... 
Ghost: ,I do not mean that it is not necess·ary for us .some-
times to 'spend long seasons wai,tin·g upon' God in prayer- The Holy Spirit Received By Faith 
I say that this idea of the baptism of the Spirit as an Another thing:' We -are to· receive the Holy Ghost 
individual experience is contrary to Scripture. - The bap- exactly as we receive Christ. How do you know you are 
ti-sm of the Holy Ghost Came on the day. of Pelltecost: it' a Chri'stian? How did you know ih the' beginning? Some 
has never been repea'ted., He is here now,""my -brethren, in of you, pe'rhaps, rested on John 3 : 16-"Fol" God so loved 
all His fulness; and He is ready to take possession of you' the world, that he gave his only begott~n -Son, that Who-
----'Of your mind,· of the powers of your mind, of your body, soever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever
all there is of you-and use you for God'·s glQty. And lasting life." And you believed, you claimed the promise, 
you have not to wait as tbe disciples did at Pentecost. you rested upon it; and on the' authority of God's, word,. 
He is here ; and God is most ·honoured when we take Him and nothing' else, you believ:ed that 1'ou were saved; If 
at His. word, and belieVe His proIIlise, and ac~ u~on it. anyone had 'asked you to ,prove it you would have had 

to go back to the Scriptures: you would have ·said that 
The Spirit's Ministry Indispensable God -has said it, and therefore it must lie true. "If 

I want all you. young. Christians, .very especially you ye then, being evil, know how to give good;. gifts unto 
who have just believ'ed in Christ, to open ~our hearts Your children: ·how ·much more 'shall your heavenly F,.ath
to the truth of the Spirit's ministry. YQU have not be- e!" give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?" "Arid 
lieved in 'a dead Christ, nor have you trusted in an absent" this is the confidence that' we have in him, that, if we 
Chri·st. You are not called merely, to follow an ideal- . ask any thing according ·to 'his will, he hear~th u's : and 
though you 'are called to that, for Christ should be your .. if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know 
ideal; you, are not called to. strive in your own strength that we' have the petitions that we desired of him." 
after conformity to ,the image of 'Christ-though you· are Where~where in all the Word of God is ,there a single 
called to strive. ·We are to seek to 'he like Christ; we are passage to justify· the theory that no one has received 
to bend all 'our energies towards that end, hut in dofng the Holy 'Ghost until, for instance, they'· have received 
so---'as we work out our own salvation with fear and the gift of tongues, .until they'l)ave the pow~r to work 
trembling-we. are to remember ·it is God that worketh miracles? M'any who' received the Holy Ghost did speak 
in us "both to will ,and to do of his geod pleasui"e:" with' tongues, and others wrought miracles; but nowhere 

. ' in Scripture is it taught that only such as speak 'with 
Learn to Depend Upon. the Holy Ghost tongues or work miracles have received the Spirit. 

If you are 'a Christian, in some' measure you have al- > 

ready' received the ·Spirit. If you have not rece'iv~ the Were the Mighty Preach~rs of the Cross Without 
Spirit, you are not 'even born again ; 'fo¥' "no man"can' . the. Spirit? 
say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the' Holy Ghost".' "If AnQ yet that teaching which works havoc amon'g be
any 'man have not .the Spirit Of Christ, he is none .of his." Iieyers would 'imply that such a man as Hudson Taylor, 
If we are saved at all, the Spirit of God is with us. Now 'whom God used to found the China - Inland Mission, 
then, give Him the keys to everyrioom in the house; knew nothing 'about the Holy Ghost? That D. L. Moody, 
make Him Lprd, 'submit to Him, obey Him, make, use whom God used to 'bring millions to Christ, never had 
of the promise, lay hold of the Mantle. Remember that the Holy 'Spirit? And they would have me believe that 
our Lord Jesus has s'aid: "Gre'ater works than these Spurgeon,' who reached three hundred millions of people 
'3hall he do; because I 'go unto my Father." W'hat does in his life-time, d'id it all without the Holy Ghost? They 
it mean to depend on the Holy Ghost? It meaD'S eJeactly would have me believe that Wesley, and Whitfield, and 
what Elis·ha did. Have I some Jordan to cross,-'how Luther, and Knox, and the great fathers and heroes 'of 
am I to 'Cross it? Have I some task ,to pei'form,----,how the church, did .. all they did: without the power of the 
am·I to ,perform it? Have I some word to speak in the Holy Ghost? ~I 'do not say that among those who are 
name of the'Lord,----'how shall I speak it? Have I any- thu's led astray by this doctrine, there are not a great. 
thing, anywhere, to do for the Lord,-how Sihall I do it? many Who sincerely love the Lord-in fact, it-makes its 
Never in my own strength, 'but believing in my ascended appeal to the most devoted"people-but I am persuaded 
Lord, and ,believing that He has kept His word,; and be: that the teaching is. erroneous. And what God wanta 
lievin'g ,that "'he hath .!Jhed forth this" as Peter said; on us to do to-day is to take the Mantle of our Elijah and 
the day· of Pentecost. The Jloly Ghost -is come, and He cla~m the promise of the Holy Ghost by 'faith. 
is com~ to' abide with us accordin.g to His promise: "All . Do Y9u know some unconverted people whom you want 
power is given unto me ,in heaven and in earth. Go ye s'aved? What are you to -do? You are to commit their ' 
therefore, and teach all nations, bapti~iI).g them in the case to God. You .are to go to. that ;person, counting upon 
name of the Father, and of the Son, an4 of the Holy . tHe power of the Holy Spirit to make your message effee
Ghost: teaching them to, observe all things whatsoever I' ·tive. You Sunday School teachers,. don't ~ishonour 
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your Lord by a_sking for a sign. "A wicked and 'adulterous 
generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no 
si'gn be given unto' it, but the 'sign of the prophet Jonas." 
Our great sign is the Durial'- and resurrection, and as
cension of our Lord. We need ask for no other. We 
have his promise: the Holy Ghost is given. Now, count 
upon Him in· your ministry. . 

, The Spirit Is Given For Life As Well As Service 
Then, the Spirit is -not given for se~·ice only. The 

J:tardest ta'sk for anyone Q.f us'/is merely to five,' is it 
not? You women in the kitchen,.you say, '~Th~preacher 
ha's an easy time pl'eachJng: it ought to ,be easy to';be a 
Christian tinder those circumstari'ces. If I were to live 
in the ,pulpit, and deal with things on the spiritu'al plane, 
I could "be a 'good Christian, too." We]), it might be easy 
if he'~ad not to_deal with a lot of peop]e-well~like you! 
But you know what I mean. You know where the trial 

·is, my friends ~ it is not in the big ,things of life: it is 
in the little things. It,is the ministering to the children, 
the washing of dishes, getting dinner, ,going down to 
work-in the office; the shop, or' w~erever it may be, 'put
ting up with a thousand trials during the day-so many 
irritations, 'so many4;hings that cross your path at every 

, turn-that 'is where the rea] tria] of life IS experienced. 
Did you ever have, a d'ay like that, when everythin'g went 
wrong? 'Wen, what is' the ~o]y Spirit for? Just'to come 
u'pon .us in public meetings? I cannots·pend an the time 
in meetings. (Compared with some chu'rches, I spend a 
good deal of -time in that way. We an do around here.) 
But ,if you reckon up the -time you spend: in public assem-· 
bUes, it i's 'a comparatively sma]) part of your time. Most 
of . our time is spent in other ways. ' The Ho]y Spirit 
'is given us to enable us to ex~mplify J~~us 'Christ in an 
these relationsh~ps. What I want ·to say to you house
wives is: To'-morrow morning-ear]y in the morn-ing
remember this lesson; and take up the Mantle of Elijah; 
and whet:'.'som~ Jordan comes across your path, and you 
feel you will never get through it, just say, "Where is 
the Lord God of Elijah? Where is the promise o'f the 

" When you have the Hoiy Ghost, other people wiJ] find 
it ou-t;, you need not go around talking about it, Qo'asting 
about It-:they will find it' out. Don't display your proud 
superiority .. Walk humbly before God. Keep your eyes 
toward the !\faster, us~ His Mantle, and everyone wiJ] 
know you "have been with Jesus." There will be no 
difficulty about it. Keep your eyes on the Master and they 
will know that it is possible by the power of the Holy' 
Ghost to live the life that'-God requires us to live. 

An Appeal tOI the Unc~nverted 
Are ,there any unconverted ,people ,here this morning? 

I do not cal1 you to a hard road, to climb a steep hill, 
'alone. Rather I would teU you that 'salvation means 

Ohrist.in you. I-t me'ans' that the Holy Spirit is with 
you and. in you; and you can count upon Him from this 
very .moment to"'purify your hearts, to conform you to 
the image and likeness of Christ; -to make it possible 
for you to do what 'hitherto you have found impossible 
to do. The Spirit of, Jesus 'is our 'Possession if we be
lieve. Shall we Who are His, seek, by His grace, to live 
victoriously-to triumph where we· have failed, to be 
conquerors where we h-ave been defeated? May the Lord 
bless us everyone for His name's sake. I 

THE TORONTO'MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 

ONLY one who -has lived in Toronto for many years 
. ,can, perJ:!aps; ~u]]y appraise the steady moral de

terioratjon of -tJhe city. Things tha.t would ,have shocked 
the moral 's;ense of the people of TOl-ohto, and inspired 
the protest 'of a vast multitude, even no longer than 
twenty-five years- ago, are now a]]owed to pliss as a 
matter of course.' . . , 

, Holy Spirit? He -is here. He is with me. I depend 
upon Hiin. The Lord wiJ] .help me to..-day." And, He 
will give you' the victory just as you commit yourself ' 
to Him. It would be 'a bad job for us if we had to tarry 
for His coming. When we need the Lord most, we 'have 
no time to tarry at a]1. We need Him on the moment; 
and He ,is always at our side: That is what His name 
implies. And i-t is for us to rely upon the Ho]y Ghost, 
to. wea'r the Mantle!>f our Elijah. 

We 'are flooded with liquor, which fiUs our police courts 
and jails, with its victims, which occasions numerous 
highway 'accidents, resulting in the maiming of many, 
and the death of not a few, the break-up of families by 
divorce, anq not a few murderjlo; and these/are aU the 
fruits of thea]co-l)o]-ic flood. Winnipeg wa's flooded wi.th 
·the Red River, which did great damage to property; and 
the mud 'and other things that were ]-eft,-when the flood 
sti-bm,;ded, must<::b'ave required a great deal of cleaning 
up. But by whom, .and ·by wliat~ means·, can the devas
tating flooa be cleaned' up--tJhe mora] ruin which liquor 
,has caused: in Toronto a]one?' . 
, And as though th'a.t 'M!re not -bad enough, we now 
have an open -Sunday. GamJ:>ling and vice are rampant 
everywhere. It is the most arrant hy-pocris-y'for Toronto 
to cal'l itself "good" . 

The People Saw !t . 
And the people saw it-the -people saw it! And E;Usha 

did not ten about his experience. Elisha' did not caI1 a 
meeting, and say, "I have had a wonderful experience; 
and .if you will sit down there, I wiJ] talk down to YOU; 

and ten yoU' about my wonderful eXlperience." Did'You 
ever meet people like -that? They have had a marveI10us 
experience; they forget an about Christ in talking about 
their "ex'perience." They magnify some experience of 
menta] or phys,ica] ecstasy they' have had; and -insist 
that everybody else must have this -saine marve]]ous ex
perience. Elisha did not say anything about it; he simply 
took the mantle of Eli-jab, and smote the waters and 

" said,. "Where ·is the Lord God of Elijah.?'" And the 
people saw it, 'and' said, "The spirit- of EliJah doth rest. 
on Elisha_" 

How ,has it 'a]] come about? First, -by spiritual deden
sion in th~ churches. Modernism has destroyed the moral 
fibJ;"e of bh'e major elements· in organized religion. It 
is now easy to· find ministers hf religion who -are not 
teetotal1ers. The de-]eierious effect {)f Modernism upon 
the' message of ~e pulpit, Which has made the average 

. sermon 'appropri'ate, to .the text: "Be' not righteous over 
. much; ne'ither make thyseJd' over wise; why should est 
thou destroy thyse]f?" has lowered the mora] standards 
of every community, and, indeed, of the whole nation. 
It 'has had' .its effect in munIcipal affairos., Men h'ave 1>een 
elected to the Oouncn and Board of Contro], who. years 
ago, would scarcely have pOUed' a thous'and votes.' Of 
course, we have had soOme good men, but unfortunately a 
sufficient number of mora] ciphers can out-vote a better 
man every time. 
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The Two-Year Term 
This year the 'Council has 'the temerity to ask the 

electors to elect them for a two-year term. .In many 
cases a one-year term is eleven, months too long. No 
mail. i!s known until he 'has been- tried. If the Council 
proposed thalt any candidate, 'havingalread~proved his 
worth in the 'Ci,ty Council for four years, on securing a 
fifth nomination, might be elected for two' years, that 
would ,have some show of reason. But -every *ar there 
are unknown men. No one kno.ws what mischief they .can 
do. It is almost too much to expect Councillors to do 
any .good. We 'have learned to count ourselves very 

'fortunate, if they don't do much harm. But to elect an 
untried man for two whole years ~ould be folly. In 
what ,troubles •. in. what debts, in what moral ,hazards 
could a two-year term Council involve us! By aU means' 
let us kill'that two-year term. If so many do so badly 
when they know they must give 'an annual 'account. what 
damage would they do.'if we were to lenithen their leash 
by another year! . •. . 

We suggest to all our ~ronto I:ea:ders that they cast 
their vote against a two-ye~r term for anyone. 

_ Candidates for Board of Control 
By all odd's in our opinion Controller Leslie Saunders 

is the best mari in sight. He is a man of C9nvietion and 
principle, 'and a man of courage, ,too. It' seeins to us 
there· could be no twO opinions among Christians, and 
espec,iaHy IChristia'ns who are convinced and: pronounced 
Protestants, that Leslie Saunders should be placed at 
the head of the poll. , 

T'he next man we wouId vote for is, Alderman Collings .. 
The Toronto Star disapproves of Alderman Collings on 
this ground. It s'ays: " 

"Alderman CoIlin/!'S, a good citizen, but with, in our· 
opini-on, less ability than Mr. Saunders, is the n;tan who 
has led the :fight in council in 1946 against a civic re
ception to Cardinal McGuigan and ,said (Globe report): 
'It is proposed ito' single out for glorification a Church 
which has segregated 11;self even to refusing to partici
nate in armistice services at- which our beloved old 
hY~l}s are sung and the r,ord's ,Prayer is said.' " 

Alderman Collings is marked by The Toronto Star for 
slaughter because he led the fight in opposing the giving 
of a Civic receptIon "to Cardinal M~Guigan. That surely 
is one reason wh1J every Protestant in 'Toronto ought to 
vote for him. 

The Roman Cathol'ic Church is the biggest social para
site in the wor.ld. It is a 'veritable ihorseleech. It sucks 
~he economic lifeblood out of every community where it 
gains the ascendency. The pers-onnel of :the Hierarchy 
.,f the Roman 'Catholic Church are equally parasitical. 
Although Cardinal McGuigan lives in a "palace," like all 
\)ther priests in 'Can,ada, he does not pay a dollar.·of in
~ome tax. They receive no salaries. 'but 'live like millio,n-

. a'ires, ·and pay no income tax! They are -the greatest 
menace to the prosperity of any country that has ever 
he en known. ~ 

We are glad that A:ld~rman ,Collings had the d'iscern
ment and the courage to register a vigorous protest 
against payin'g speci"al 'honour to Cardinal McGuig·an. 
What he said aceo'l'ding to the renort 11110ted bv Thp, Star. 
is not only true of ·Toront.o. but true of thp. Roman 
Cat.holic Church throlJ,ghout the Dominion. Therefore 
we would venture to urge our To~nto readers to plump 
for Gont1.'oUer Leslie SnJ/.(,nde,·s (l,f/.d A7.derm.a,n Collings. 

I , 
If we had a 'hund'red votes w..EL would not vote for 

ei,fJler . Brand or Balfour. 
Mr. Ba:lfour's record in the Council, is that 'he is always 

. ready to vote with bOoth hands for the world. the flesh 
and the devil. ,He is practically always on the. wrong 
aide of any moral i'SBue. We 'hope the electors will leave 
Controller Balfour at 'home this year .. 

About Controller Lamport 
. Babfour and Lampor.t together are very largely' re
spansi'ble for tthe d.eteriora,ting moral tone of the city 
of Toronto. We haveJbeen iriformed -that Controller Lam
pont is, or was, seme· sort' of Baptist. We are afraid " 
that is true. But we find it difficult to understand how 
even the most Modernistic and spiritually decadent Bap
tist Church could produce such fruit: Celltainly the tree 
upon which it grew had not been effectually sprayed. 
We can think of scarcely any grea'ter calamity ,than to 
have a man' like Lamport elected Mayor of the City of 
Toronto. He oul1ldoes even Controller Balfour in his 
moral and religious inconoclast attitudes. 

, Toronto is had enough. Let us not make it ten ·times 
worse by putting 'ControHer Lamport into the M·ayor"s 
Chair. " 

In our judgment the present Mayor has' done very well,
'and is deserving 'of the su;pport of ,the electorate for 
another term. 
. Having 'said all this, we must add another word: we 
feel so strongly on the matte'r that we would venture ·to 
urge our Toronto readers, not oI:1Jy ,to· plump their Con~ 
troller vote :for Saunders and CoUings, but to talk albout 
it to their fr'iends to vote for these two men-':-Saunders 
and Collings for Controllers. 

Further, not only to use their vote, but :their utmo·st 
tnfluence wit!h everyone whom they can reach, to defeat 
Controller Lamport as a MayoraJ.ty candidate, by rolIing 
up the "bigge'st possible majoritY for Mayor McCallum. . 

"W'ESTERN C4\NA])A-- BEWARE! 
'This wi'll be the Utle of a special issue of THE GOSPEL 

WITNESS which will be publis:hed 'in the very near future. 
Effor-ts are being made to introduce Separate Schools 
into British Coluinbi.a, AIberta. and we . suppose it will 
not be 'long before an attempt is made to bl'ing them in, . yo or- multiply ,them, in 'Saskatchewan. 'and even to restore 
them to Manito'ba. , , 

A Separate School hecomes 'a positive pest house. It 
sows the seed of dis~ni:ty; of disloya.1ty, and everywh~re 
exalt.s the Pope ahove our lawful King. , 

.In the Special Edition wh'icil ,we shall is'Sue, we 'shall _ 
thoroughly dliscussthe Separate Schoo'l evil as ·it ap
plies in Ontario, 'and Quebec, 'and as' its .. propagating 
function is grafted on 'to the PubHc SC'hool System' of 
the Maritime Provinces at pu·blic expense. 

'The reason :for this announcement is ·this: 
We are receiving inquiries. from -public men in the 

Western Provinces asking for 'information that they may 
know how to combat this evil. We sha:ll, _ of course, sup
ply them 'with infor-mation, 'but we appeal to all our 
readers in the four Western Provinces to send, us lists 
of names to whom we may mail the'.Special ISR!Je. 

We s'hould like to ha~ the names of all the Ministem 
of all DenominationlS, 'the names of all municipal 'coun
cillors, reeves. and, -mayors. We ·already have the names 
of all the Members of all the Legislatures. We should 
like to ha~e 'also the n:ames of influenti'a'l persons, bus;-

" ..... 
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nessmen, professional men of all sorts, doctors, and 
particularly lawyers .. Send us names .by ·the thousands. 
If'You are able to send a contribution to hel.p pay for ;rt 
least the postage, we shall appreCiate it, but. vlease. d9 
not condition the sending of the names upon your 'ability 
tos'end a contr·i-oution. 'Send us the names whether or 
no, and any contri'hution you may be able to sendo will, 
of course, ·be much appreciated; for the reason ·that THE 
GOSPEL. WITNESS has no' income from advertising. It 
has to. depend upon -the', good will of its read-ers, and 
sometimes when we find· ourselves compelled, tID op~se 
popular measures, we may in:cur the displeasure of some 

I of our own Sflibscr:ibers. • Therefore, we appeal to ·all 
reader.~ iii ,the West, who approve of ·the principles for 
which THE GOSPEL WITNESS stands, to assist us by send
in'g in these Hsts of mimes .at 'Once. it will 'help us to 

o 'have .the names in advance of the publication, so that 
we may ifbrm' some idea of 'how' many we need to issue 
in a special ·edition. 

For example, the demand for copies of November 2nd 
issue-!"The Pope's· 'Bejin:ition' of the D'Octrine _of the 
Assumption",an-d N'Ovember'9th-"In v~ew of the Pope's. 
Pronouncement, November 1, How Oan Bi'ble-BeHeving 
Protestants be· Silent?" ha:s ·been ·on. such '·a scale that 

. our surplus is rapidly -d-eclinillg, and· i-t may be necessary 
for us to reprint these issues to supply the' demand:. We 
may say that applicati'Ons were' 'received from practi
cally all parts 'Of'the North Amer·iean Continent. We" 
believe'the S'eparate School matter w.ill be of interest· 

. also to 'Our American subscribers, because this pestilen
tial rodent is trying to gnaw· i·ts way in'to every' educ~
tional system on the IContinent. ' Do your ,best to 'help us· 
to fight i-t by' sending us .thousands of names. 

HOW R.C. CHURCH PLAYS POLITICS 
IN SCHOOL MATTERS. 

IN the spirit of "now-it-can-'be-told" a Roman Oatholic 
, 0 paper of'-MontreaLreveals the .inside story 0.1 how 

lie school f'Ounded ·and directed by a religious order 
known as "The Oblates of. Mary Immaculate". Then 
follows thi·s "interesting confession,. which we give in the 
words of our Frel,lch paper from Montreal:. . 

o C -

. The 'Merchant-Scott-COte enquiry 'had lasted tWo 
years, from the autumn of 1925 to the 'autumn of 1927. 

• The ·commi.ssioners; Who were 'particularly instructed~ 
to enquire into the situation of bilingu'al schools had 
visited 'all the French ~ups and those partly. French. 
When the time· came to write the report Monsieur" 
Louis Cote, who represented the French ~lement on 
the commission, said to the leaders of ·the :Association 
canadienne-franr;aise . d' Education (French-Canadian 
Education Association), with whom he kept in regular 
contact: . "This. is. what my English'. colleagues are· 
ready to recommend. It is·not 'al:l that we might de
sire no~ all to ~hic:h we actually 'have 'a right. r am 

_ ·ready, If you thmk It pr~ferable, to prepare a minority 
report. What do you think I" ought to do? '(Qu'en 
pensez-vous?)" . 

The leaders ,judged tha,t an, unanimous report was 
b~ter because!th~ government w~uld pot be likely to 
refuse to 'acc-ept It and to ·applY·lts recommendations 
~hne.~wo reports would: likely prolong the discussiori 
mdefIDlt~ly. It was ~eclded to accept the .concessions . 
granted m order to ma·ke them the po,int of departure 
for new progress. . -

M'Onsieur ~o.te, who had the 'advantage of being of 
th~ .same polItIcal co~our as Mr. Ferguson (the Prime 
Mi~lster) , Ith us makmg their ·relations . considerably 
e!lSler, saw" the latter and said to him, "I am ready to 
sIgn tp.e report, '~ut on one condition ... " 

"What is it?" ; . 
. "That you should 'grant legal recognition to' the 
Normal School of Z'UniveTsite d/OttatWa." 

. ":rhe Prime Minister was ~eari.ed, and probablY. '~lso 
enhg'htened by ·the strenuous campaigns .that he 'had 
been', ~pelled. to undergo, 'and by the protests which 
came from all 'the French groups of the.cOuntry 'and 
by the growing movement of symp.athy which' Mr. 
Belcourt had been 'able to raise by means of The Unity 
League in support of the French'minority in Ontario. 
The Premier was glad to be finishedwit'h .the business. 

. . But 'he saw an objection to the last proposition of 
Monsieqr COte: "That," he said to his interlocutor 
"is not legally ·possible." . . .' 

"But it is!'" . . . 
"Well then,' -prove it to me and :we~ shall 'agree upOn 

the matter." . 
o Monsieur CMe evidently ·furnished Ii satisfactory 
proof, since the sch'Ool was legally recognized. 

the priests' a quarter .of a ceI).tury 'ago outwitted' one of 
the most astute English"'speaking politicians that the 
Province of Ontario has ever known. We translate the 
·""inside story" fro~ Le Devoir nat 'Only for its own inter-' 
est ,but also because of its timelines's on the eve of the 'Thus, after a quarter of a century, does a Roman . 
long-awaited ~eport of the present Royal Commission 'OR Cath'O"lic. paper gloat 'Over the conquests· of the priests 

. Education. This story provides 'One mare example out 0 and theIr t'Ools upon the public purse of this pred'Om-
of many which goes to' prove that in politics, especially inantly Englis'h' and Protestant PI1Oyince. It does not 
when they are .concerned with matters in which the alIud'e to the irony ,of the situation ,by pointing out that 
Roman Oh1,lreh -has a specia'l interest, things are nat Mr. Ferguson, the Op..tari'O Premi~ of that epoch, was an 

.alwayS"what they seem to·be. . Orangeman who. had been elected" partly at least, on the 
/ plea that he would :stand gu'ard against further Romanist 

encroachments on the Department 'of Education. But· 
Mr. Ferguson put his p'Olitics before' his Protestant con
victions, whatever they may have been, when he discov
ered that there were more votes to be won by foU'Owing 
the dictates of the Hierarchy. • 

A Sectarian iUJd Racial Propaganda Centre 
Twenty-five' years ago, says Le Devoir, there was, 

legally speaking, no normal.schP'01 in Ontari'O specifically 
destined' far the training of ·bilingual, that is to say 
French-Canadian, Roman Catholic primary school teach
ers. Those who wished to o'btain a certificate ion advance 
~f the third class'had to 'gJO to the 'Official n'Ormal schools 
which were, as thi-s paper says, "English and non-con
fessional", by which it means· that they were neither 
French n'Or Roman 'Catholic,and 'hence not directly con
trolled and staffed by priests. One of the' first things 
that French-Canad1ians inoOntariq «:lid in th~ir campaign. 
to ootain'larger'grants'f'Or their French"Roman Cath'Olic 
schools w~s to establish a -bilingual':"normal school under 
thea:uspices of·the Universite d'Ottawa, a RQman. 'Catho~. 

, , 

What Ii Cost the Public 
~s a result of the abject surrender made 'by the·On

tario governm~nt 'of that day to .the priests, the tax
payers of this province have been saddled for a quarter 
of a century with the huge cost /Of maintaining an addi
tiomil Normal Sehool, which is not only French-'speaking 
but Roman Cath'Olic. . . 

According to 'fh.e Publi.c Accounts of Ontario, in 1946 
this. instituti'On C()st .talt:payers $67,400,43, that is to say . 

\. 
./ 
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almost one fifth of the total' co;t of all the Normal 
Schools ·of -the .province which is reported at $351;560.:38: 
Or ,to put it in another way, the French and Roman 
Catholic minority in this ·pro:vince are endowed. with a 
sectarian and racial training'sc'hool for their teachers 
that . ~st almost one· qua'rte'r of the amount spent on 
training teac'hers for all the o·ther normal schools of the 
province. . And 'Fren'ch-Canadians are very far indeed 
from constituting ,a minority that is one quarter of the 
,total population. This is the only sectarian Norma'l 
School in the province, 'as' it is 'the only_ separate racial 
and· fureign language Normal School here. 

Furthermo're, welnote that.in that same y.ear, 'i.e., 1946, 
t;lfe "Board and Travelling E:x:penses of 'Students" for 
this 'school amounted to $20,810.00. The on'ly other 
Normal Sc'hool .to report' an item of ·tihis sort was the 
North· Bay :Sch(:)ol where the amount was only $593.55. 
All the other Normal 'Schools, those at ·Toronto, Ottawa 
(the EngliS'h-language and no~-sectarian school), Lon
don, Hamilton, Peterboroug:h, Stra·tford-, 'have' no entry 
of this kind. Student-teachers at these schools paid their 
own traveUing expenses to and fmf1schooland their 
board and fees while there. But at the sectarian And 
Frenc1i-langu~ge Eco'le Normal de I'Universit.e d'Ottawa, 
stud'ent-teachers enjoyed the signal advantage of having 
the government pay their expenses. Of what other school 
of any sort in the entire province may this be said'? 
We know of none other. And let it be rem~bered that 
these4.eachers in training are ·the future gauleiters 'of 

• French.JCanadian nationalisniin Ontario 'and the lay 
members are just as 'specifically religious lead'ers and 
teachers as 'are the sisters and brothers who wear the 
garb of their religious orders. French-Canadians 'have 
the right to segregate themselves in separate religious 
·and . racial groups if they wi·sh; 'but it is u'ttetly unjust. 
tha·t they should compel the rest of u's to foot the bill 
for; their expensive sCheme to disrupt the unity of this . '. '. pr.oVInce.· \ 

In The Public Accounts of Ontario fur 1945-1946, from 
which the above ·figures are taken, we also note ,that a 
salary is paid by the government of this province as 
fu.]]ows: "Sister St., Haul (Berthe Renaud) '$1,950.00". 
We also note another item fOr $4;850.00 ,to a certain 
R. Lamoureux. Thi·s gentleman, if we mistake not, is 
the princIpal of the SChool, a robed "r~Ugieux", a mem
·ber of the order known as the "Oblates of Mary Immacu
late". Even Spain could not do· more for the priests 
than the government of the Province of Ontario does 
for the Romanist tra'ining centre for raci-arand r~ligious 
propagand·a. . ' 

Continual Increases in Grants 
Since the French and, Roman 'Catholic Normal Schoo·l 

was recognized and' "supported by ·government grants, 
ever-growing ,increases ,have been made by succes.sive· 
governments in the hope of placating the Roman Catholic 
Hierarchy. But it is "never lIatisfied and will never cry 
"Enou'gh" untiI ..... U h'assUcked the 'last drop of blood 
from the body coi-porate to maintain its huge corpora
tion that is in turn undet: orders from a furei-gn potentate 
in Italy. 

Documentary :proof of our last statemerit wi].] be found 
in the various, resolutions passed by L' Association cana
dienne-franriaise rl/Ed'l!:cation d'Ontario recently ,held in 
Ottawa. A 'Roman Catholie pre808 agency notes that this 
Association .... has cond'ucted epic struggms for, -the con
quest of the ri'ghts of minorities. 'The 'account Continues: ' 

Knowing, however, that the fight is not yet finished 
and· that it must con.tinue to fight ·the good fighot, the 
Association held several study sessions . . . After hav
ing given their homage to the Pope on the occasion of 
the Holy Year, and 'having thanked all th~ Canadian 
clergy' for their oollaboration in the defense of the 
right of the minorities, t'he congress deplores the loss 
of Their Eminences, Our I..ordShips, Courchesne and 
Lafortune, ·andalso the loss of the Canadian. pilgrims 
who were wrecked in t'he Alps ... Then by a series of 
resolutions, "the members of the twelfth congress 
recommend to t'he council and central committee that 
they continue ,the fight to o'btain a ·treatment for the 
separate'schools and bilingu'al teaching which may be 
increaSingly equitable and more in keeping wit'h good 
sense· and jusmce and the rights acquired by three 
centuries of unceasing contribution of the FrEUlch ·and 
Cat'holic group to the progress and't'he greatness of our 
province and the whole country. . 

We do .... not see in the above report any mention made 
of' tbe signal services rendered to the progress of 'Canada 
(nd of liberty ,by the riots at Shawin·ig·an FaUs or by .the 

. persecution of, strEl,et preachers in Northern Quebec, but 
this may have 'been a slight oversight on the part of the 
priests who prepared the agenda for the lay members 
of the French Association! . ' 

French R.C. Schools Are Poot-So We' Pay-Again! 

T.hen we come to this resolution: 
With this purpose in view it is recommended thilt 

the executive committee should study, together with 
the ~ssoci'a:mon of Bilingual Trllstees, 't'he question bf 
school grants and take the necE!!ilsary steps to obtain 
"for urban schools a. "faIrer distribution of governmental 
grants, which ought to be directly proportiona'l to the 
school population. and inversely proportional to the 
assessment. 
Let not' the gentle z:eader suppose that this: French 

and Roman CathoHc Association is suggesting that 
French.JCanad-ian Roman Catholics ought to pay hi·gher 
'school taxes. Far from it! T·hey 'are cooHy suggesting 
that English~speaking Protestants should pay more in 
order to give more to French and- Roman Catholic sec
tarian and rac"ia'l schools! It is not a question of local 
rates, 'it is a· matter of· governmental grants that is under 
d'i·scussion. English-speakin'g Protestants pay ,the larger 
part of federal taxes in order to 'su'bsidize the huge 
f'amiii~s the priests demand of their people, and then 
they pay a second time to educate them in the papa,i faIth 
in Romaniat 's'chools since ·their parents ·are too poor to 
doaso. It is little wonder that Protestants are inclined 
to sum up the policy of the priests 'by saying that the 
Chur~h of Rome keeps its people in poverty, endows them 
with large ,families and then 'seeks to compel the rest of 
th~ people to pay the e:x:penses, ' 

, Priests in Public· and High Schools 

Hut this is not all. Another resolution passed, by this 
b~dy· included the foHowing:' . 

-It is recommended -that with this end in view the 
school boards should invite 1!he priests and their 
assistants to visit the schools and to give this instruc
tion, if' it is necessa,ry, especially in public schools, 
primary and secondary, where the ·teaching staff can 
not give this instruction in an adequate' fashion. . . . 

. We note two. salient· points in th.e 'above resolution: 
Priests are to be invited 'into 1YUblic scho'Ols to give re
ligious' instruction. They already have full ·andl free 
entry 'into separate sC'ho'ols, which they 'COntrol more or 
less'directly. And secon4ly, they are to be invited into 
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secondary schools, that is high . schools, which up to now 
have been kept non-sectarian. 

We mention these matters in view of the forthcoming' 
Report of the Royal Commissi:on, which has already peen 
used as a football to be kicked around by politicians, 
though we greatly fear th'at the priests will 8Igain make 
off with the ball after having tossed'somegolden apple 
to avidly hungry politicians to occupy tliem elsewhere. 
It 'is for. the Protestants of this province .. to awa'lre if 
they wish to mainta'in their herita'ge ofa public school 
system and not to he compelled to pay still more. 'heavily 

_ for a Roman Catholic school system that is designed to 
enslave this country to th'e pope of Rome.-W.'S.W. 

\ 

"0 LORD, REVIVE THY WORK" 
By Rev. John Cunningham of Westbourne Church, 

Calgary, Alberta 
The following 'article is'taken from The Westbourne 
Messenger, 'a weekly publication issued by the Church 
of that name in Calgary. This paper' contai,ns meaty 
and suggestive messages f.rom the able pen of the 
pas'tor, Rev. John Cunningham, one of the early gradu
ates of Toronto Baptist Seminary, who is doing a fine 
work in· Calgary 'as he did in earlier pastorates .in .' 
Ontario and in Manitoba. We reprint his artJicle here 

, because of' its timely imPortance:' Modernism is begin
ning to reap the bitter harvest that it has sown, hence 
t'he need, greater than ever before, of an uncOmpro
mising tes'timony ,to the truth 'and power of the Gospel 
of Grace. The hands of some grow slack in the un
ending battle for -the BOok, but Toronto Baptist S~m
inary stands, as it 'has since' 'its foundation a. quar.ter 

, of a century ago, for the whole counsel cjf God, and we 
are happy to: know tha't its contribution in traine'd 
men has provided va'luable !einforcements to the ranks 
of faithful warriors. -

, 
with many tha't all things are not ri,ght in their beloved 
denomination, and' they are in a quandary, not knoWing 
which 'way to turn. The result is th'at many old ... Ume' 
Baptists tJ.'ave turned to' other churches and sects, seek
ing among theset:he preacHing of the o'ld! go'spel and, that 
,spiritual warmth for which they yearn. At the present 
time there are churcltes contemplating some move, either 
into some independent 'bod:)' or outright undenomina:tion- . 
aHsm. Old 'Convention Baptis,t Churches, are losing out 
in many places, of this there. is not the slightest doubt 
in the world,. _ 
, During the past two years evidence 9f this dis'satis-fac
tion 'has' come to us from at least five independent and 
widespread sources. So our observations are not merely 
an irresponsible fancy; the evidence supports, them. . 

The fact'is that many old,-Hne churches no longer find 
that McMaster students are acceptable to them becau'se 
of their modernism. We have heard!apo'logists for this 
former Baptist institution-for it is now Baptist only 

. in name-say that there is· nothing wrong with, Mc
Master .. We wish we could believe it, and, we know that • 
thel'e 'are a good md,ny Baptists in .the Western Union 
who wish that they could 'say "Amen" to it tOO!1 The 
truth is that McMaster is no better than when our Regu
}oar Bapist work was first organized, but rather it grows 
worse. It is our firm conviction that the enemy of 
evangelical 'Cnristianity, under -the ,guise of modernism, 
'has now completely captured that institution which-on~e 
trained men to preach salvation through the blood of 
Christ, and' through the blood .alone. 

There i's a feeHng among ,some of these Bapti~ts that 
the controversy which raged among us some' twenty-five 
years ago was Ii clash of personalities, rather than a 
battIe for the auth()rity of 'God.'s Word; and 'so there" 

. W·HENEVER we see the mighty faUen from' thei-r i~ expressed a hope that when cerlainones have pas$ed , 
hi'gh places--ehurches and denominations which on-principallY Dr. S'hieIds !'---'that -there will 'be a recon

once we're true to the message of the gospel of "redeeming ciJiation among us and tranquility and peace will ~e 're
grace:"'-our 'hearls are pained. When we see churches stored to bless the dying years of the old Baptist de
proclaiming a gospel which fails to magnify the grace nomination. Let,-this be said of that mighty man of God: 
of 'God, and has no place for the vicarious sacrifice of he ha's through the Toronto Baptist Seminary raised 
Jes)ls Christ, and, when. we see spiritual coldness come a generation of preachers who seJl., the issue cle~rly, and 
upon the hearts of others andt;spiritual darkness upon who are fHled with the s'ame uncompromising spirit,that 
their mind,s, so that souls are no longer led in the paths he has shown 'toward infidelity in whatever form it re
of a consecrated 'and separated 'Christian life, we cry with veals itself. There may be some among us who would 
Ha,bukkuk of old., "00 Lord,. revive thy work in the midst. sell out for·the sa'ke of material advanilage..,......aJ.thou,gh we 
of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in can think of none at the p,resent who might-but the 
wrath remember 'mercy." .' graduates of the Seminary are determined to stand for 

It 'leads us to pray earnestly unto the 1;.ord 'that He those vital principles of the gospel of .'Christ whic'h 
might ;]:lreserve not only' our ,souls but also our minds . Modernism seeks, to destroy. . Barriri,g a mi'ghty Holy 
against the powers 'of spiritual darknes~, that we might Ghost revival in the Old Convent~on thao1 would turn that 
be k~pt true. to that message which centres around' the . bodly back into the way from which it 'has departed, 
perfect sacrifice of 'Christ upon Calvary's cross, whereby there will never be a reconciliation. 'We believe that God 
alone 10so1 sou is, can be rec;onciled to a holy .God in "heaven. has given 'to us the resPonsibility Of preserving. those' 

For the past two years more particularly certain things principles of the gospetfur which Baptists have always 
,relative to our Baptist work have been impressed on our stood; and we intend to be true to 'gim. Thus many of 
mind, and we should! like to pass them O:t;l to you. These us have vowed unto the Lord, ' 
things have come from our own persona:! observation, Now The Westbo1.(,rne Messenger is a raother humble 
from the testimony of others who have been welI ac- production, designed primarily for',our own local need'S. 
quainted with them 'and from the observations of fellow Nevertheless it has turned up ill-·the most 'surprising 
pastors'. T:hus we are, not 'alone in what we have now places, 'and we feel that this issue will fall into the hands 
to say, 'but we feel that tliese observations have been of 'some Old. ,Convention Baptiso1s. If so we should' like 
confirmed ,by others. to addreS'8' this' word of cau,tion to you:, let nothing rob 

The first thing that we should like to 'say is this- your church of its tradjtional Baptist independence. 
, there exists ,today 'among the ranks of the churches of Guard that as jealously 'as you would YQur own personal 
the Wes.tern Baptist Union' a wide-spread dissatisfaction freed~m. We know tha:t' some churches' in the.'Old Con~ . 
which almost borders upon.disgust. There is a,. feeling' vention"hl,lve 'been 'approached' to'deed ·th~ir properly ~ 

-

., 

,-, 



.. 

November 23. 1950 rim GOSPEL WITNESS and PR6TESTANT A9VOCATE (SOl) 13 

the Convention, to insure of course that it will never 
fall lOut of its control: Seeing the dissatisfaction of 
the churches the Baptist hierarchy has assailed 'one of 
the most vital of the principles for which we have 
always stood', in,an effort to save itself. Baptist churches 
oug.ht to keep the title ,to their own property, which was 
paid for, not by a Convention, 'but by thOse who loved 

/ . ~ 

the gospel, so that they' are free to act independent of 
any outside influence, and according to their own con
science. Let no·thing mortgage the freedom and inde
pendence of your church. 

It is just here that our Regular Baptist Fellowship 
meets the needs of the hour among Baptists. Our 
pas'tors are sound as far as the preaching of the gospel 
is concerned,; there is not the. least taint of modernism 
upon 'any one of them. Ours is 'an organization upon 
strictly bihlical principles. We recognize no authority 
·higher,........than .. that of the local chu'~~' and our elected 
board does not interfere in the affairs of anyone of 

I 

stress upon an educated ministry, and We. are not the 
least oPpo'sed to that if education does not rob a man 

. of his' faith in God. We as Regular' Baptists must in
sist upon an educated ministry as well, but we would 
have our men skilled in the understanding of the \scrip
tures, rather than in the sciences and arts. These are 
days of specialists, and our ministers must he specialists 
in their understanding and preaching of the Word of 
God. That not only requires thorou.ghly sound ips·titu
tions where our young men may ,be trained, but" pastors 
who are eager to delve deeper into the mine of revealed 
truth for themselves, that out of "its trea'sures they may 
bring forth ·riches· for their people. When we have more 
men like that we 'shall find that 'God has a large place 
for us in His service, and He will ·be pleased to use us 
to feed the s~u,ls that hunger foz:. His truth. 

AMONG THE CHURCHES 
By H. ·C. Slade . them. '. Each of Qur churches is 'autonomous, managing 

its own affairs accord'ing 'to the will of the majority of 
its members. More than that, our pastors seek to lead The Bishop of the North 
.their people in the pa·ths of true holiness, believing that UNDE'RSTANDING the term "bishop" to mean a 

, no true Christian 'can serve the interests of the world' . ·spiritual overseer, we 'know of no one IDiO':t;.e worthy 
and' of Jesus Christ at the 'same time. of that title ,than Rev. J. R. Boyd, of Sudbury. Not only 

Ours is 'a Fellow-ship of Regular Baptist Churches, and is Ihe pastor of several C'hurches in the Sudbury area, but 
it is just that .. Among our pastors there is nothing but by means of his e)Ctensive radio ministry he has'become 
the sweetest of fellowship, and that is hecause we are a SlPiritual instructor to many, and through 'his mon'bhIy 
one in adherence to Jesus Christ 'as the "Head over 'all paper, La Voiz de L'Ew!ngile (T·he Voice IOf .the Gospel) 
things to ·the church." We are sure that if many knew hundreds of ·Freneh.JCanadi'ans ares!hown the way of.. us ,better they would obeglad ·to join hands with us in life and regularly taught the Word of god: . . 
oilr endeavour to estahiish true New Testament Churches Mr. Boyd is "in journeyings oft". In a letter which 
throughout the prairies. There is much ignorance of we print below, he gives ne~ of his ow~ local work, 
us 'and our work and not a little prejudice . against us; which continues to flourish, 'as well asa brief account 
but we say again that if others could' see that;we srtand of SIOme of Ihis recent visits to other fields. 
for the old traditional. Baptist principles they would be .... Mr. Boyd' writes: . 
happy to cast in theh; 'lot with us, rather ,than allow their "We had another' joyful experience last Friaay. night 
churches to ·be taken over by the undenominational move- as we responded to an inVitation from Kirkland· Lake 
ment oi'our day. Baptists need not surrender their prin- Christians 'and had the privilege of baptizing seven 
ciples'in order tooremain evat),gelical. One of the sound'-' believers "there. Certainly -this work, and par.ticularly 

·est deductions of it all i·s this, that the Fellowship needs the Heaslip end of it, gives real cause for rejoicing, and 
the services· of a competent; spiritual'ly minded secretary . I believe for confident expectation of very worthwhile 
who would tour the West on our behalf. We need some progress in coming d·ays. . 
one capa·ble of presenting the Baptist meS6age, which "The Lord 'has enoouraged our hearts in our continued 
after all is simply the message of the Bible, in ·these· ministry through the French paper .. 'Feeling very Keenly 
prairie. provinces. '. the preposterous wickedness of the recent proclamation 

This leads us to our second observa:tion:. there are about the Virgin M'ary, we felt it advisahleto d'evote a 
many who are hungering for a sound', .biblical testimony, large part of our most recent issue of La Voiz tj,e l'Evan
and by that we mean what· homiletics calIs expo·sitory gile to a .study of what the Bible says concerning the 
preaching. Those trained in modernistic institutions mother of Jesus. Judging from letters received in re
cannot give that. If 'theirs was a ·biblical ministry they sponse, I believe that the Lord has 'b~n pleased to bless 
could not hold the. tenets of modernis{D. this ininistry, and to use His Word>, which· we' sought 

But even among our evangelical churches tbday there to give, 'to save some from believing this most recently 
is a lack of good expository preaching. Most preaching . puhlici.zed lie. . o. 
among ev-a~gelicals is ·topical rather than expos:itory, and , "Perhaps to quote pallil of one. letter r~ceived· from 
while ·such 'sermons .may be quite sound doctrinally there Quebec Province 'Will give you an idea of how 'a number' 
is not much food in them for one who 'has a healthy have·responded. T-hios reader wrote saying,-'I have re
spiritu'w appetite. In our own opinion they 'are what ceived the Voice' of th,e Gospel wh'ich shows what ,God 
some lunch counters .advertise as "Hght lunches". Bap- and man say ~!lcerning the Virgin. Mary. The scrip
tists generally .have never taken very we~l to. these, for tures you gave were what we needed. I ·have searched' 
from O!lr number ·God has been pleased to call BOme of them 'aU in ihe B~ible, and ·am assured that the Virgin 
the ablest exponents and preachers of the gospel of His Mary did. not 'ascend into heaven bod~ly as the clergy 
gra~e. We have been a people accustomed 'to good fare, .• endeavour .to ,tea!!'h us. They h'ave made an idol out of 
so that ~e h'ave become spiritual connoi-sseurs of 'good her such as the heathen worship. 'Could you 'please send 
sermons. me two New Testaments for two of my friends?' 

There are some d'enoplinations. which have .laid' great "Thus we rejoiee that ,though millions, who love dark-

o 



, 

-
" 

'" . ~.- ,:." :.:"., :' 

.... . ". 

" ... 
" .. 

• 

H (502) THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE November 23. 1950 

\ I • • 

ness rather than light, h~ilari~usly recejve eacp. ·additional rather look forwArd to the rewal'd which THE GOSPEL 
lie invented by 1;he papacy, yet God in His mercy is ' WITNESS workers can anticipate ·than to-have aU th~ 
pleased to continue the use of His 'truth to enlighten pomp-or appla:use which the ~orld' can _give," 
and< restrain some so that the .... 1iour-s of Rome'·s success 
becoIqe the _occasions for her l'Osing some, of her one- Victori~ Avenue Church, Haniilton 
time 'helpless. victims, . 

,"In Sudbury we have rejoiced- that the hand, of God' 
has been manifest in salvation, and. that we are llxperi~ 
encing_tokens of His grace and faithfulness as we plunge 
into 'thll work of constructing our new 'Chu-reb 'nome. 
It is, indeed a very welcome experience at last to turn 
our hands to .this task "of erecting a b.uild,ing for the' use 
of the- church which for 'all the years of its experience 
has endeavoured to put the urgent_ needs of our crying 
miss'ion fields a-head -of ,tilie ordinary necessities of our 
own work. ' _ , - . 
, "The' S.u:dbury Chu-rch' has in the -12 years- of its oro' 

ganized e~istenc~, -been 'largely responsible for the for
ma'tion of the two 'other churches that are in our present 
pastorate, -one of which is the only French Bapti'st Church 
in Northern Ontario. Because ,bhese struggling causes 
at M-innow Lake and Lav·igne were com:pelled to build, or 
riot _survive,_the Sudbury Church:chose ·to suffer the d,n
conveniences of a rented ,building -in' order that -the'inore 
urgent needs in-these other ~elds might be met, 'and in 
order, tOIO, ,that money and _ the -time required might be 
devnted -to the radio min:i,stry and ~tensive v:isitation 
which, the pastor and other Christian workers of this 
field have done .. 

"As we l~ok now 'at the new wo'rks ,th-at·are springing 
up in the fields w~ich we have served' ,through the radio 
and visitation effol'lts, we 'are profoundly grateful that 
the Lord -directed. 'and enabled us to follow the courSe 
we did in the expending of our limited resources, How
ever, now that at last: we are engaged in the work of 
constr)lction to ·provide the buHding facilities whiich are,' 
absolutely necessary for the continuance of our work 
we fi~d- ourselves much in heed of -prayer, 'and, h:av~ 
cause fo'r great rejoicing as we day by day see the-' 

R.ev. John Byers, Pastor 

, In the history of any church; someparticul:ar aspect 
,of tru-th may fO,r a time receive peculiar emphasis, for 
the, Master -Teacher sees. and meets the nee''d, -of His 
scholars,' w.hen they are earnestly :studying. in His school. 
lfor several weeks the responsi-bil'i,ty of each member to 
'God, to his fellow-believers and to the unsaved ha's been 
repeated-ly brought to our' attention.- Recent sermons 
by the Pastor on the natural man, the carnal mim and 
the spiritual man have made a deep -impression. 

The spiri,tual condiition of the beHever was also the 
, burd'en of' ,the 'Scrip.:,tural messages and< te~mon¥ given 
du·r.ing a helpful two w~eks' campaign held in October 
under. the leadership of Rev. and Mrs. Fred Zarias of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, Souls were blessed, and the 
presence -of unsaved friends and relatives- of our mem..: 

, bel'S was an enco'uragement' to continue ,to pray ·and· 
trust the Lord for their salvation. The 'attendance was 
g,ood~, the church -being' practically full on several 
occas'ions. . 
, We con,fidently expect the >blessing of the LOrd: to 'ac

company the seed of His Word,' so fa,~thfuUy 'and force
fuHy ,broadcast by the P-astor, the Bi>ble School ,teachers 
and Christian workers. Some who .have been saved- in 
the church within the last year ,or so are now taking 
their places as workers in our m~dst, thus strengtheni.ng 

-"our hands and our hearts, -as we realize that ,the Lord 
,is >sending forth labourers into His 'harvest. ,,-

We have maI).y -b,right 'boys and girls in our Bible 
School, -and some of them are' especially g-ifted. We 'are 
concerned, as we rea-lize th.a.tthey represent great 'pos
sibilities of future usefulness: Brethren, pray for us. 
f ·-O.L.C, 

'·,.-hand of God l~ading to our support;, new-- friends' and " '. , 
uneXipected' resources by which to enable us to -iileet our Blessing- at'_'~ssex 
constantly accllmulating costs. We are resolved ,tha't we Since Rev. Bert 'Oatley-Willis became pastor of ·bhe 
shaU 'not allow this additional burden of raising, ,the Baptist rOhuTch in Essex last M~y, 20 have been ,baptjzed - , 
more' -than '$40,000, yet l'E!quired, to complete the build- upon profession of their faith' :in. Ohnst.' '''This 'is' the -
ing, to _hinder the preaching of the Word and the sencling _ Lord.'·s doing, and marvellous'in our' ey~s". :'T,he. wor'k 
out --of God-',s truth in its printed form to ,those whom of ,the 'ChurCh as a whole shows -gratifying evidence of 
He ha's 'J)ut under our ~re, rherefore, we are glad - groWith in 'spil"itual: health. The recent speci'al' meetings 
tha.t we- can repOrt- that He has given tis thus farO, sum: urider ·the ministry:of Rev, John Boyd, of Sudbury, proved' 
cie~t to c~rry on in 'all' phases, (if the work" and that to be 'a 'sou~~e of, r.jch bles:sing, to iall, Mr. Boyd'·s forceful 
somehow day '>by ,day. s'trength is furnished so that ,the 'presentatio'n' of the work being, 'done among French
needs al'!! met and the work goes' on. -,' , " \ " Canadian. Roman C~tholics in Nor:therp.'·On~,rio gave the 
: '~As 'weic~ine encour:ag~m'ent 'comes.~from far,:aild"n~ar . :flOlks at Essex 1l~I~ar., I?icture::o~·-.¥te ·'S'i.tua~iS!.n and.1i 

we are made'l:iO realize 'afresh the valuable- service ren: much. larger ,apprec~atlo.n of the d-~fficu1ties' lDv?lved -m 
'de·redt to us 'by' THE "GOSPEL WITNESS' and to thani{ G'Od" reachIng these people, Wl,th ,the Gospel. The pastor and 
that as we!;ltruggle in these effo~ts - which, tax our_, the m~mbers' of Essex Chu-~ feelthat/no work ,in Ca-

.strength and..try ou'r faith, ·there are those who faithfully _ nada IS more -worthy of pract~ca} ~upport. 
stand .. by- 'co-operatively to \Serve .. -As I travel' about 
visiting -the young con.verts, 'and _seeking Ito' encburage _ Christians caim in Titit_e,'of Storm 
~pe-,n.ew~r ehuPehes wbich,.are_s~ring~~g -Up:th~u~~out Rev. John Knight _dE!$~bes.rthe· storm caused bY . 
olir' ~rri,tory; I fibd' 'it inipOssible even to ,imagin~ 'what a hu.iTicane 'w~iCh' s\yept over:1( section o(-Jafu'aica 
a company .of. believers will rejoice with grateful hearts 'and Its damliglt~g effects: .- ,:", _ ' . 
when8lt·the judgment daYlthe name of Jarvis·,Street' and, '. ~ , ''''The village of ,tCa~' "VaUey su~ered. ,a __ heavy dis'aster 

- its' auxiliary agencies will ,be 'mentioned. _ There' -DUlY' be ' a week 'ago Sunday- andi Monday, : ~Hea.vy rains due to a 
_, those who think ~t worth ,thei-r while to'serye for 'human huriicanetha't missed' Jamaica; '-caused, ,the Cave River 

favour' or' earthly position, but I wou-ld a -thousa-nd times _ to -overflow and s~ept over Cave ·.V~!ley, 'and ,hundr.eds 
" , 
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of acres of cultivations ,belonging to small S'ettlers. The 
goods in some seven or eight shops were ~nundated -in 
from 15 to 18 feet of water. Due' to some fine efforts 
by the police and others, no lives Were lost hut ,sOme 150 
were ,l~ft ,tempoI:arily homeless. A few amaH !homes 
are :completely destroyed. The Govern,ment arid. the 
Red Cross' and others 'have had their 1;lands full in bring
ing relief. . Perhaps the. most 'serious los's wiII 'De :the' 
crops of yams, sweet potatoes, corn, sugar cane etc. A' 
flood of like propor.tions ·is said to have -been over Cave 
VaHey over 80 years ago: T,hough our post office is' Cave 
ValleY,·it is not down in the valley wher.e the village is, 
so tha,t we were a mile away. 

"The Sunday of' the rain; no services were held 'in 
... tJhese parts, the: f.irst time this has ha'ppen-ed, since J933 

when a hurricane was ·blowing.. This past Sunday, we 
had a small congreg,ation. Some have .. liO·st ,their clothing;· 
path;s are muddy and some, I exPect, were ·trying to 
rea~h their cultivations to see what 'is left. to them, 8:8 
the water 'is- drawing off. On every side, you hear 
people talking. of the goo·d-ness of 'God in 'spite of their 
heavy losses, ·because ,their lives were sayed from peril. 
It is easy·,to·spot the rea:l Christians' in a time like ,this . 

. I think of one woman 'w~o has ~ shop in Cave VaHey 
" who appeared· as calm anciJ peaceful as usual an·di she s'aid • 

she ,has neither .lost sleep pr a meai during those awful 
. oays. Another middle-'aged man, who has no anchor to 

steady him in the 'storm, was 'almost frantic over his 
losses jus't across, tJhe, road from the otJher lady." 

. .' 
.SEMINARY ACTIVITIES 

. at thr:ee. o'clock in iGreenway Hall. The preacher .will 
be Mr. Etienne Huser. AU intereSted' friends are in- • 
vi-ted rto be present. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

For .Boys and Girls 

THE CHILDREN'S MISSIONARY LmRARY, Fleming H • .1leveZZ 
OompolfIlY, New York. Prioe in U.B.A .. 750 JJ81" oo'fYJI. 

Children are now 'bombarded' with "funnies" and. 
"comics" which assault Eye-gate with moral filth lOr evil 
propaganda or juS!t plain' nonsense, that varies in subject 
matter from a glorification of crime ,to hagiography; 
whiCh is but another .name and another ,form of Roman 
Catholic propaganda. It is of liWe use to inveigh 'again-st 
the folly and the sin iOf .childiren poring over ,such harsh 
feasts of thorns anciJ thistles unless we have something 
better to offer them. And "better" in this case must 
mean not only better .m.orally but· 'bettter in point' of 
reading :interest'imd 'alSQ of visual interest. We think 
t:hat the announcement of a Children's Missionary,Libra-
t·y will hel'P provide an' answer to this problem that 
vexes many a home where ·there are children. And, in-
cidentaHy; it will likely rhelp Santa Claus when he gO'es 
shiOpping for boys 'and girls wi·th a view to obtaining 
someth\ing that will profit tnem 'as well as please them . 
The' FleII!ing H. Revell Company have 'already issued 
four HtleS! in ,this 'series, which -in sim'Ple, direct, fashion 

. tell the S!tories of great missionary leaders such a's David 
Livingstone, Hud'son Taylor, Adoniram Judson,' Mary 
'Slessor, and other volumes-are to follow. There is noth-

,. Examinations ing "go~dy-goody!' ,arbout them,and 'as far as we can 
Students breathe somewhat more freely this week as judge after actually putting them '00 ,the test-not in 

the quarterly examinations are now nothing but a th·ing ,the Seminary !-they fulfil the expectations of the pub
of memory, and, alas, of recordi! During the week of Ushers who say that '''it is 'hoped that ;the combination 
these tri.bulations several women of the church very of text and illustrations of this juvenile library will ·im
kindly volunteered ,to relieve our student-chefS! in the pres's the heart and mind of the child with the l:abours 
S~minary kitchen: ,!I'o them .we all 'express our hearty and, results of our 'self..:sacrificing missionary ·heroes.~' 
thanks; as to the,. unfailing kindness of '8. number of The coloured drawings on every second page are an added 

.~ friends who replertis,h' ·o~~ larder wi,th good -things. /il'ttl:action ~or youthful read.ers. The tem is .suita:ble for 
... • child-renof the fourth or fifth grade and upwards. 

Soiree jranfaisr: . , .'. . .' .. 
. A very· enjoyable· and prof.itable soir~e frant;aise was .'tHE· MEMOIRS OF McCHEYNE, The Moody Press, Ohioago.· . 

held chez les Bauman; 'last Friday, the final day Of ex- , 'Price in U.B,.A. $3,50." .' 
aminations. We found· 'Swiss nospitality :at its hestand Robert Murray .. M:-cCheyne died when he was but tWEm-" 
.di~cove!ed itJh'at French addedi a pecuIiar charm to every- ty-n:ine years of age, yet he was one of God:s gifts to,· .. 

'. thing, .in~luding a birthday ca~e f9"r o~r 'student~profes- . men ..... Had he wr~tteii nothing else than that' great hymn, 
sor, who was ~ot able to ,blowout all the candles wi;f;h . alas, ,too H-ttle 'khown or sung,· "Jelhovah Tsidkenli", 
one breath; 'SIO many they, were in ~umrber!, An these he wO'lild 'have ·filled 'a Iarger measure of usefulness than' . 
occ!l~'ions add a little bit more to· ,the studen.ts' vncabulary is given to most' men.. He ministeredi in times when 
a~d the;ir.f.~~iUt~ -in la J~lle .langu~. ": .. the Spir:It- was poured -out. from on ,liigh' a~d SIh~!-ed .in . 

Blessing 'in FQr~ William . the ~evival 'at Kilsyth, thestor'y of \vh.~ch. w.as receIi:tly: 
Through 'studen,ts' in the Seminary from 'Fort William told .In. these. pages.. . The ~ote of samtlID~~s. an~/ ~f 

and Sud,bu~y we have 'heard with joy of blesSiing in these sometihl?g ~f the SPIl':tt~'a'1 atmosphe~~ IOf t~ose. tim~s 
two chu'rehes recently. At. ·the Lakehead., where Rev. 'O~ ble~smg lS preserved.m 'these memOIrS!, ~hlC~ lDclude 
Walter. Tomp~ins' ministeJ'Sl, twu have recently made a his. lefters' and messa~es a,s 'collected ,by. hI'S friend ~n-
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profes!,!io.n of faith; The mortgage on. the manse ·is no~. d'rew A. Bonar .. .A. brief blOgr~'Phy 'bas~.on ~·I~ngthH:r.:- . 
wiped· out, leaving ·the churep, we understand; free of. account from ,.the same hand 180 also prmood Wl~ .fll}IS 

.indebted·ness., .. Happy \ ChUFch; "happy pastor! .. We- con-.. ~oh,l.me. : W~,e.·of t:!te ·~.~v.anta,g~~" ~f .. ~ '~ok. ~f.:tl111i1 ~!!i:~"',' :','!': :,~o 
gratulate them ihear.ti:ly, and all the more so since 'we lS that It IS .. go09 to Plck up oc~a'sl~nally an~ read·at..I.tif ·· .. 
u·sed to know something of the chu·rch 'and its problems: rather than through It. Browsmg.lD such rlCh pastur.~s.,. " 

. . : .. ::'. . as ·these. is .bound to add a spiri.tu~l weaIth'to on~.~s;·· . 
French' Gospel Seryke on Suriday . tliinking.· ',-: .' . '.' .:: .. ; . . . . . ~ . , " . . 

.Asa~re8:dr anpoup.c~d ,the:,D]'!intply' French. ~sp~U~~r.-: .... Perhap.~ ... ~~';be8t -m~bhod,.of ·suggesting the ri~hes thaV.:~. '" 
vice. will be held on S-~n~y· af;ternoon,.·~ovember 26, lie in ,this.'bOok is rto give a few satnpl~ culled from J(':' . 
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'almost at random. They sparkle like jewels taken from 
,. 'some l'i~ mine Ito, remind us tha.t there are many more 

where the~ were found, Take:fur example his advice 
on 'how to read the Bi-ble: . 

"You read your Bible regularly, of course; but do try 
and understand .it, and 'still more .to lee' it .•. Turn 
t1).e BibZe into prayer •. Thus, if you were reading the 
First Ps'alm, spread the Bible on the chair ,before you, 
and kneel, and pray, '0 Lord, give me the blessedness 
of the m~n'; 'let me not- stand in the counsel of the 

,ungodly.' This'is t'he best way of:knowing.the mean-
ing of the Bible, and of learning to pray." . 
01' take th'is searchi-ng word: 

"Thds is the reason unfaithful ministers are 'cold and 
bax;ren in their la'bours. They speak, like' !Salaam, 
o.f a Sa~ou~ whose grace they do not feel. They speak, 
tike CaI'aplias, of the blood of Christ, without having 
felt its.power to speak peace to the ·troubled heart. 
They .speak ·from clear head-knowledge, or froni 'past 
experience, but not from a present grasp of the truth
not from. a present sight of- the Lamb of God. Hence' 
their words fall like a shower of snow, !-air 'and beauti
ful, but cold and freezing .. The Lord give us to stand in 

. the presence of the -Lord' Jesus." . 

Weare ·tempted to continue, for eXcerpts of th'is sort 
are to be found on almost every page; But we forbear 
in order to advi~ ·the· rea,ding o~ this spiritual .classic. 
. -W.S.W. 

Bible School Lesson Outline 
Vol. 15 Fourth Quarter Lesson 10 ~eeember 3, 1950 

~ 

OLIVE L. CLARK, PIh.D. (Tor.) 

READING THE LAW 
Lesson Text: Nehemi8h 8:1-13'-
Golden Text: ",So they read in ,the book jn the law of God 

distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to under
stand . the reading."--;-Nehemiah 8:8. 

-I.R The Holy Exercise: verses 1-8. 
A good leader- is a gift from God. Nehemiah's personal 

experience of G!)d's Providential ,dealings ·(Neb. I, 2), -his 
unfailing courage. and trust in God, combined with practical
good' sense, inspired the people to complete the· rebuilding of 
'the walls in 52 days, in.spite of intense opposition (Neh. 6':15). 
Even his enemi~s were compelled to admit that the work' 
was of God (Neh. 6:16j"Prov. 16:7'; 1 Pet. 2:12), and if his 
enemies acknowledged the Divine hand, &0 also did his friends 
and followers.' , 

Thus, having seen the hand of ,the Lora laid lbare in their 
midst ('Psa. 126:'2; Lk. 1:49), :the Jews requested to""'hear 
the word of the Lord (Lk. 5:1; Acts 13:7)~ In these days 
it is rare ,to see people with a keen appetite for the commands 
of God (Amos 8:11). Men seek for pleasure and amusement, 
rather than for the,will and word. of God (Pea. 1:2; 2 Tim. 
3:1-5). These Jews, however, gathered as one man' in oUe 
plac~' (Acts 13:44), unite4-.'in their common desire to know 
what God had said and what .a:e would say to His people 
(Paa. 85:8; Habb. 2:1; Ac!s 10:33). How readily Nellemiah 
would accede to their request! 

Desires and resolutions, be they ever &0 .noble, will do no 
good, unless put into pracqce; it is deeds, not words, that 
count in eternal mattel'lS (Jas. 2:2). Thes~ Jews- w~re in at
tendance where ·the word of the Lord- was -ro be proclaimed: 
They did not forsake the ~ssem'bling of themselves together 
(Ac.ts.2:42; Heb. 10:25), but came one, and all to the appointed 
place of meeting, all who !=ould hear with· un~erstanding. 

We must take heed' what we hear (Mk. 4:24), and how we 
hear (Lk. 8:18). It is one thing to be present in a service, 
but quite·another to be attentive to the word (Matt. 13:13-15; 

• Acts '16:14; 20:7-9; Heb. 4:1, "2); The human mind is a' 
great vagrant; we must le~rn to keep it art home (2 Cor. 10:5). 
One. may h~ar th.e words and sound~ with the outward ear, 

I 

yet not really hear the truth, or heed it. In the parable of' 
the sower, the superficial hearer apparep.tly heam the word,. 
but only the one whose heart ~as ,been Divinely prepared 
.welco~'es ,and embraces :the truth (Marbt. 13:19-23). We are 
to receIve ~he truth in the love'of it· (2 Thess. 2:10). 

The 'audIence stood in reverence. as the word of God was 
reael. We need More reverence in the house of GOd these 
days (Habb. 2:20). The attitude of the one who listens to 
the message of ,God is an index of his attitude to God Him
!Self.· As Ezra. the 'scriibl}, Nehemiah and their associates 
~lessed and praIsed God before the reading, the people bowed 
m h1;lmble, reverent worship. 

'So much for the audience. Notice the actions and attitude 
of. the leaders. Ezra 'stood in 'a conspicuous place, that ali, 
lD1g~t . hear th~ message~ . In other words, 1).e made every 
prOVISIon to satIsfy the spIrItual desires of the people. Again, 
he was not ~lone, but was accompanied by trusted 'leaders 
and teac4ers. Fellowship in the ministry of the word is of 
great value (1 Kings 19:14, 18;1 -Tohn 1:3).. "-
Ezr~ opened the book of ,the law in the. sight of all the 

~ple (Lk. 4:16, 17). This was a testimony in itself. He 
dId not open a book of essays, ~ commentary, a Teacher's 
Quarterly, or a book of poetry, history or biography, but 'he 
opened .the Book of God. We are commanded to preach the 
Word, and to teach_the Word (Acts 4:31; 16:32; 2 Tim. 2:2; 
4:2; Heb. 13:7). Other Ibooks haove their place but the Book 
of 'books must be supreme. " 

"Ezra read the law· distinctly, clearly, emphatn:ally. A 
man, when asked about his .conversion, said that he was 
~aved, ,,:~ile listen,ing.to a minister reading 1 Kings 17:1: 

- And EhJa~ the TIshblte-said unto Ahab, As :the Lord God 
of Israel ~verth, before whQm I stand, ,there shall not be 
dew nor ram thes~ years, but according to 'my word." Said 
the man, "As the mi~lSte~ read that passage, I felt as though 
I myself were. standmg m the presence of God, a sinner in 
the hands of a holy God." 

After the la~ had !teen read, it Wl\S -carefully expounded 
by Ezra and his aSSOCIates, who gave ·the 'sense 'and caused 
th~ people to understand the reading (2 Chron. 35:3; Lk. 
24:27, 4~; Acts 8:~0-35) .. To exp'ound the word of God is 
our glorIOUS task m church and BIble School to translate 
~ letter of the law into living truth, to ,take' the sylh~bles 
prmt;ed on paper and so _ enforce and apply them, ;that' they 
are Impre.s~ed upon heart and, conscience (2 Cor. 3:3, 6). 
-!>--s a m~sIclan transforms notes on a printed page of mUSIC 
mto gloI?ous ha~ony, so are we to adorn the doctrine of God 
our SaVIour, making the truth real anq beautiful to others. 

II. The Holy Results: verses 9-13. -
. The word of ~od is living and powerful (Heb. 4:12); it 
IS a hal!lmer WhIch !breaks thinglS into ,\lieces (Jer. 23:29). 
SPQ~en m the power of . the Holy .Spirit, It ,brings conviction 
of sm (Acts 2:~7; 1 Thess. 1:5; 2:13;'2 Thess. 3:1; 1 Pet. 
1 :23). The 'audIence shed ,tears of repent'ance ,as they -real
.ized hQw far short they had come of the will ~f God (2 Tim 
3:14-17).. ~ese )Vera indeed hol.y tears (2 Cor. 7::\.0). . 
W~pmg may endure for a mght, but joy cometh in the 

mormng (Psa. 30:5). The sorrow of the repentant Israelites 
was changed into ~e joy of faith and hope (Rom. 10:17). 
The word. of God 18 .described as a two-edged sword (Eph. 
6:17; Heb. 4:12). WIth one edge it wounds, as it were but 
~ith _the other it heals. It is like the'surgeon's scalpel ~aus
mg first ble~din~, then blessing. When we allow th~ holy 
word to. do ItS mtended work, ·and do not shrink from the 
pain ,of conviction, it will ultimately strengthen the soul 

.TJIe members of this. congregation would not' be satisfied 
. WIth scanty fare. Havmg partaken of the bread of life the 
fim day, they returned the second day for more spiritual 
food (Lk. 4:4). Ordinarily, Christians do not remain in the 
house of .Go~ wi~h the word C?f God long enough to receive 
the blessmg WhI~h accomparues such healthy exercises of 
the soul. The BIble creates an appetite for itself and the 
more we read it, the greater will become our -longing to read 
it, and study its holy pages (Jer. 15:16; Rev. 1:3). 

. r 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
Nov. 27--'Reading th~ Law for Conviction ..... _ .... _ .... _ ....... : .. Jas. 2. 
Nov. 28-For SalvatIon ... _ ...... __ .... __ ._ .. _ ... _ ..... __ .... Rom. 10'1-17 
Nov. 29-For ·Sa~ctification ______ ._ .... _ ... _._ John 17:1-9: 
Nov. ~30-For GUIdance .. _. __ ..;:-._ .• _ ........ _ ... _ .... Psa. 119:105-112 . gee. I-For ,Our !i'0od .•. _._-: ... _ .... _ .... _ Deut. 8; Ezek. 2:8-3':3. 
Dec. 2-For ServIce : ... - .. _. ___ ._ .. _ ... _. __ ......... _ .. _ Neh. 10:28-39. 

. ec. 3-For I~st:ructlon ... _ .. ~ .......... __ . __ .-.. ....... _ .. _ 2 Tim. 3. 

-

., 


