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"Prepare T!~y Work Wifhouf,arid Make It Fit for Thyself 
in the Fie/di a'nd Afterwards 'Built! Thine House" 

VOLUMES of wi'se counsel are of~en condensed 'intO a strict himself to the plainest of living, and the. narrowest 
. single sentence in the Proverbs of Solomon. of quarters. w.hiLt he is really doing is carrying out the 

A 'S'taJtesman, or a military commander, is never wise principle of the proverb, preparing his "work without", 
to disregard the infor~ation supplied by Secret 'S'ervice" making:it fit fol' hfmself jn the "field"; and 'he leaves 
agents. In the Book of' Prover-bs, the wise man often the 'budlding of his house 'till "afterwards". 
takes' a reconnaissance flight over the enemy's territory, The principle may 'be applied in many directions. For 
and then gives us' information of his subtle devices, and example, it means' tha't the wise and conscientious person 
of his plans for our undoing; or he performs an autopsy will always put duty befor.e pleasure. Every normal per
,on the career of one who has utterly failed, and points son is subject to certain moral obligations; as, for ex
out the rea'sons for his failure. Sometimes he gives us ample, to he regular and faithful in 'his daily occupa:tion, 
a clear photograph of the road ,to success, and of the whatever it may be--it is hiS duty to be there, andio do 
sign-posts pOinting :in that direction. his best. 'It may be, 'however, that plea'sure will call in 

When the king of Syria said to his servants, "Will ye another direction'. It may be perfeetly innQcent and 
notSihow me which of u's is for the king of Israel?" 'One harmless' pleasure. It II!'aY be good or better. But !his 
of his servants sai~, ':None, my lord, 0 King,: but Elisha, wise man will s'ay, "Duty is best; and where duty calls, 
the prophet, that IS m Israel, telleth the kmg of Israel ' or danger, I 'must never be wanting there." Such an 
the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber.", Just ,one becomes strictly conscientious in the discharge of 
such a service as Eli'sha rendered the king of Israel, w~o his duty. He is not averse to pleasure. He knows it is 
by taki~'g Elisha's adviee "saved 'himself there, not once legitimate that he should have 'some relaxation, and find 
nor tWice", £he Proverbs of Solomon would render to mental and p'hysical rest 'in some form of recreation; but 
anyone of us who ~uldo give heed 'to their wisdom. he will, insist that that must wait until duty i,s fully done. 

The proverb we 'have quoted at the head of this article The principle applies to people in all walks of life. A 
gives wi'se counsel for us all: 'woman is a housewife. She is the mother of several 
, The' farmer must recognize' that he gets his living child'ren; buts'he is endowed wi,th an attractive perso:o
from the field. He is thel'efore admollished to give his ality. People of all sorts find her socially desirable,' 
first attention to that which is indi-spensa'ble ,to his and if they are goin.g :to have a ,social 'gathering of any 
sustenance. ~He is to prepare his V\!'ork "without, and kind, whether an afternoQn 'tea, or an evening party, they 
make "it fit for (himself) in the field". When' thus he immediately think of Mrs. Agreeable as the first of their 
has thoroughly cultivated his farm, and made it profit- guests. 
ably productive, he may ~hen build hi,s nouse. In due course their invitation reaches her. If she is 

W,h~t lessons are wrappea up in these simple words! a faithful housewife, and a real mother, notwithstanding 
They counsel the man of aff'airs to put 'the interests of the -lure of the inviitation,Sih:e 'SIUbord'inateB all such con
his business before the comforts of his home-not merely siderations to her primary duty to ,her house; and to :her 
"business 'as usua-l", but buSliness first./ He needs ma- children. Co~sistent wi,th faithfulnes.s, and thorough
chinery for the farm, or for the factqry. He may re- ness, 'and dUtifulnes.sat· home, she wIl1 be glad to go. 

,-quire enlargement to take care of ,a growing business. But where the interests of 'the children are concerned, 
When his business 'becomes like a growing chi.Jd con- and even her obUgation, per-haps, to her husband, if 'such 
stantly ,needing new S'hoes, new clothes, and more' food," sodal demands conf!ict w~th what she will re'gard as her 
ne must "plough" his profits back into 'his business. He primary duty, she wIll polItely say, "No." 
will provide himself with a more comfortable ,house by The children of such a woman will never be burned to 
and by. Undi'scer~ing neighbours will, per-haps, wonder. death in :their beds, wh!ile their mother is at the movies. 
that a man with such a prosperous business snQuld re- Nor will -they be wandering 'the s'treets, like neglected 
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waifs, wh'He she is attendin'g a .missi'Onary' meeting, called 
t'O proViide ·s'Omething for people in· Africa. . . 

The principle ~pplies to mini8ter8 ot..the '-go8pel, very 
e8p~ciaUy. We knew·8o man who, in many ways, .was a 
very 'go'Od man. He was a country pastor. He had sevel'al 

anil , , 

frnteShtnt ~bttn,ate 
. , 

Pu~Jilhed. every 'IJlund8y for .the 'propagatiou. of the 
Evangelical ~dpla ,f the Protestant'RefODDadon and 

-. in defence of the faith ODce deBverecl to the Sut&. 
ts:Cio P.r:V~ar. 'P~irtp.ld to .ny.addr .... 100 P.r Slnlll.Copy. 

, .. 
BtJItor 

'children. He kept a cow, and, several pi'gs, and a lot of . 
chickens. As the requ'irements of the children made con
siderable demands upon his wife, p,e did the .family wash
'ing, and a go'od many other things. By the'time he had·· 
l'Ooked after the cow, and the pigs, and the chickens, and" 
had done 'the -family 'washing, and, some other things, he 
had ~o time left to viSiit "his ,paris'hi9ners" and very little 
time 'to prepare for :his Sunday. duties:· _ ' T. T. SIDltLDS, 

No~ his '!field" was' the work 'Of 'the pastorate'., ,·The . AssodaN BtIIIor. 
work. "withQil"t" was the ·work 'Of shepher!i'ing his people, w. S,'WHITcOMBE, ,~.A. <Tot.) 
and ,being prepared to feed them on the Lord's day. But OLIVE L, CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 
because he l'O'Oked after his "house" first, the "field" was S. S. Le .... and BIICdaanifl'· 
so'OIi gr'Own' over With weeds. The· fences I were down" ~'I am not aaham.d '0'1 the lIoap.1 of Chrlat."-Romana 111 •• 
and the bariis ·in· rii"ins, metaphorically; and it beCame .. ' ..'. .• ' . 
n~essary, therefore, for the people to find "al1'Other 'Occu"" , ~tlt.irUl:"'Corrfl~: 

~:pant for the "'house".: . Ministers need to study how much· . -THE' GOSPEL WITNESS·· 
·tlme_ and thought and e·nergy they can rightly devote to' 13,0 G.rrard Str •• t East. Toronto' 2. Cana,de 
their personal 'affairs. ' ' T.I.phone ~Andolph ,741' " 

, ··The pr~nciple· may,e~en apply tO'a 'mini8ter's phY8ical J' L-__ -R~ ... ...;..lat..:..-re-d-, ..;,?:...il_bl_.,;;.A_d_d_re.._._1 _J._rw_ltae_m_._ca_n_._da~_--:"--,! 
condi#on; ~!lny a ·~an, no't feel'ing. quite ub to the'mar~, 
drags h'imself off· to 'his' work' in .the mornin'g because ... 
he must. He cannot afford to nurse 'a sore toe,· or give 
up when 'he· has a ,headache.· Neither can the, minister. 
He has:a duty to discharge toward his people;' and toward 
all Ithe inlt=erests 'Of the church whic1!- 'sulrtaiIl6 hdm; and 
he mus't often preach wnen, he does not feel l'ike' it, and 
attend to other "w'Ork with~)lit" when he w'Ould,· per.h~ps, 
'much ·r~ther b~ at home in an easY,chair with a book. . ' 

The proverb meims th~t, whoever 'is 'wi'se wilt' rate tlbe . 
. value of per8onal" di8cipline above that of easy relaxati,on,. 
. Everybod,y needs a '~house~'. ·Iit is not sinful to furni'sh 
it with a bed to sleep in, 'Or an· easy chair .toirest in, 'Or 
a dining room in which to eat; but the discipline which. 
comes fro~ the pt:actice 'Of subordinating all these mat
ters to th(l primary duties of li~, wh~tever they may ,be, 
i's the discipline that produces character, stability, a sym
metrically-'balanced Hfe; and' in the 'end, a man so dis
ciplined.will build a far better house than one who drifts 
into a condition 'Of lai88ezdaire,. wh'ich leaves, the "w'Ork' 
without", and the cultivation 'Of the field'to l'Ook a'fter; 
itself. -

, .. 

THE 122nd ANNUAL'· MEETING OF 
JARVIS .ST~EET CHURCH 

T' HE-AnniIal Meeting of Jarvis Street was liel'd ,Thurs
., day, 'September' Nth, when ~pol1t"s were received 

from all Departments as 'Of the year ending ··March 31st, 
1950. 

T,here was a large aJttendanoo, and the meetin;g pro
vided 'an occasion for 'an evening of nappy fell'Owship. 
From the :beg'inning'to Ibhe end, every vote was an unani- . 
mous one. . _ 

T·he T'reasurer',s R'epol'lt was IIIklst -gratifying, showing 
'total 'recei'pts., for ~ll purposes, of $121,959.53. The 
rec~ipts .f'Or the General ExpenSe Fund, or "ChurCh Op-' 
erating" as irt .is now called, w~re $35,1.25.96 as against 
$28,25!).M for th'e year 'ending Mardh 31,SIt, 1949; or an 
iIiCrease for 1950 ''O,f! $6,870.42 over the General Expense, 
receipts for 1949. . , 

,The Treasurer',s Report was ladopted: 'by 'the whole con-
·gr~gation's r'ising and 's'inging Jt.he DOXOlogy. ' 

. One huiidred 'and, 'ei'ghteen ne"W members were received 
during the year; .fi.f.teen by· letter;, thirtty-ooo ,by experi-

NOT A RELIGION OF SORROW enee, and seventy-two 'by baptism.' This 'l1umber !is' 
The religion o.f Christ is n'O;t 'a reli'gion o.f sorrow., It, ,smaHer' than .~e1 additi'Ons of s'Ome years', hut the ex

consoIes wretC'hednes's and ,brigb:tens' with 'a divine glo.... ulberant' spiri,tua'l health of the· ChurCh, as a wh'Ole, 'e,~ 
601 courages US to expeCt ,better things in the future. ·Al-. 

tlie lus1!re of every 'inferior joy. ' It 'attracts to itself the ready' we believe th'ere is' "the:.s'Ound· of abundance of 
broken-hearted, 11he lonely, the weary. the 'despairing, 

I but ilt is to give 'them rest, comfortt, and 'peace .. It re-, raiFn"I"I" ' th . "f b __ A. . 

kindles 'h'Ope; U inspires strength;. courage, and joy. I 0 OWll}g are' 'e names 0 mem era W~10 pa'ssed away 
It checks tJhe merriment O'f the 1lh'Oughtless who have' .duringthe year: ' -
never conside'red. the graver and more awful realities of Miss Emma ~lair, Mr. A. E. Brocklesby, Mi'ss 'Susan 
man's l'ife 'and ,qestiny, but ,it is to-"lea.d them throu'gh B. By.nes, Mrs. E. Charlton, M'rs. 'Geo'rge Cupit, Mrs. 
transienlt sorrow to deeper and m'Ore perfect blessedness, Matilda- Gildersleve; Mrs. ··.Wiiliam Hunter, Mr. A. A. 
even in this world, than they had ever felt before the. Martin, -Mr., James, McGuire, Mr .. J. 'l'. Smi,th. 
S9lToW· cante. ,. . -~. W. DALE. '~, 

,dod,. b~ing so great, great gifts most vrIUing1y imparts; . 
~ut ,we continue poor that have such narrow hearts., 

'_ . -TuNCH; 

Difficulties are God's errand's, and! ~hen ~e are sent 
: uPon them,' we shou14 -esteem it a proof of God's co~- ' 

fidence.-BEEcHER. " 
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ID1jt Jams ~trttt _,ulpit 
·"ENOUGH. AND TO'.~ SPARE" . , . -

A Sermon by the P!istor.nr. T. T. Shields' 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Ohurch,'To~onto; Sunday Evening, September 17·th, 1950', 
. , . .,(Elec~rically Recorded) " . 

. . 
"And when he came to .himself, .he said, How many hired serVants of my father's 

h8;ve bread enough and to spare, and' I perish with; hunger!" '.' . . 

,,(347) '3 

LA8-T Wedne~day e~e'ning I preached the sermon at the a certain'value to-d'ay, if .the news of)o~niorrow is un"-
. . ordination of the Rev. B; R. Oatley-Willis 'in Essex, favoura'ble, . may suffer a very serious' decline. Because 
and I, spoke upon ,the latter part of th!i's para'ble, the elder th'is world, every part of it~ is··so se:n-sitive, almost like a 
son. In that connection this verse, which I have read to human 'body full of nerves, that . what happens_ in any'. 
you, 'came before me, and I had, time to notice it just in 'one part of it affects all the oth.er .parts, and there is nb 
passing. I felt it would be profitable for us to spend a securIty 'anywhere .. A man 'who is rich ,to-day m~y be a 
little while' considering the great' principle here ens'hrined pauper to-morrow; a man who is,.in peace to~day may be 

. as being the rule of the father's household. There they in ·the midst of war in a very short time, and ,there is 
always had "enough 'and 'tQ spare."·· not much rest anywhere in the . world to~day, as far .as 

That is a most unusual'cond'ition of things-to have I know..; .. . 
enough of anything of everything, and 'something left But 'It would be a' very fme thlPg If there were a!ly 
over. . " sphe:t:e ~f 'eXistence ·to which we might. find. admission, 

w,here'the doors would be S'hut against our enemies, and 
., When I was crossing by a flying ooat, the Tasman Sea, where we should 'have sufficient. 'suppli~s within, no~' 
~from' Sydney, Australia· to Auckland, 'New Zealand, I. onl'YifJo meet our needs, but to have "en()\,lg'h andlto spare", 
fell in with a man rwhom I almost en:vied. He had 'spent But where can this principle obtain, and be operative? 
twenty-five years "in China, and while sti,II a' compara- . We Ihave .been singing about '~'amaZin'g grac'e". Grace 
tively young man had apparently' retired fro~ active 

argues infinjty. 'The richest· ,man in the world, I do 
business life,and he and his daug,hter were on their way not 'care how 'rich he might 'be; could no,t continuously 
to New Zealand where 'he expe!!ted to make his home. give; .give, give, every day of. his Hfe, without coming 
He said he had' travelled the world 10"Oking .for a com- to the end of his resources, and at last he would be re
tortable 'plac~ to 'settle" down. I told him' I was from duced to poverty. I have rea4, of one who came ·to ,the 

, Canada, and asked- him why he ·hadn't visited us.' He Iron Duke, the Duke .of WeUington, and asked pecuniary 
. said, ."1 did. W'hat part of 'Canada do you :come from?" aid of him, 'an~ the Duke said, "Why should I give you 
I said, "Toronto." . He said, "I have been there. A nice anything?" Said the me~dicant, "Because I am your 
city, but Your climate is 'anything but hospitable. I brother." "Qu'i'te 'so," ·sail! the Duke, handing him a 
.couldn't think' of l'iving anywhere in .... 'Canada." But penny, "Now 'get all your othe'r brothers to give you a" 
New Zealand, ;he th"Ought, was Ideal, and y'et, as things penny, 'and you will be a richer man than I am." That" 
are now, it is but a few hours from, troubled Asia, and would be true too, but 'here in this mundane sphere we 
i am by no means sure. that anybody could s~ttle in Au- :are limited, -limited in Ufe-we shall not live "here always; 
stralia or New. Z~aland, any more than in Canada, with 
an 'a'ssu·rance of: ;Security from all molestation, and: with Jimited in aU the resources by whoic'h Hfe is to be sus.-

tained. We come to the' end of things, and we have ·to 
any certainty'of beIng ahle 'Q.uietly to spend one's 'evening husband our resources, we ·have'to eConomize. You 'women· 
time at rest. In faCt, 'I do not know where you cou}di know something about "'bu·dgetink", don't you? you 
~o to-day, do you? If you had unlimIted funds, and had have only so much, and 'you must make it do,~that is all . 
. all 'the world to choose' from, where wouid you go? - You wOilld like to have more, but you have to cut your ; 

Sir Harry Oakes, a multi-millionaire, who had found coat according to the cloth, 'and' if you haven't "enough" 
gold in this cou'ntry, '~trenuou:sly objected .to the' payment well, 'then you ·have to skimp a little. ...' 
of the heavy' income ta~' imPosed upon him-although The' prod'igal b'ad thou'ght he knew a better place to' 
I shoul~ th'ink that if _anybody should 'be wilFing to pay live than at home. He wa's entitled to ashare~ of his 
income tax it ought to be the man who had dug his· for- father's wealth, and he. asked .that he might be given 
tune out of 'Canadian soil. 'However, he went to Nassau, in advance of 'his father's decease'the portio'n of goods 
,a l'ovely place, to olive, but there he lost his life by some- that might faU to him. So he went away, 'like Sir Harry , . 

. body unknown. ' He was murdered. He might better Oa~s, to find 'a good place to live, and he selected a far 
have remained 'in Canada and pa~d ii-lCome tax I should country, but he dIdn't get along very well. We have 
thInk. . . known. many, people who have gone away as thougl} 

Well,·I do not. 'kn,ow where we could go to enjoy any they were going to challenge the wor,ld and come back 
kind of security.. I have 'noticed by the ,headlines; I do as a conqueror, who have had an eXp'erience similar to 
not read what is undern~afh very l.carefully, ibut I.·have this young man. I do not know what sort of -job he had-, 
noticed by the headlines, that .stocks and bonds fluctuate or jobs, except that, he 'became lat last a swine~herder, 
according to 'the war news; and solllEffJhing that may have had spent an ibis money and had nothing, and. at 'last 

, . 
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came to himself. It was then he remembered another times I feel like telling the Lord I'm pretty near satis
condition of life .from which he had foolishly,. wilfully fied." Yes; on tha't side we have had enough, and I 
e':iled himself. He said. "I hegi'n to be in want; nobody suppose most of us more than enough, .but on the brighter 
gives me anything"-"no man gave to 'hlim." I do not 'side" no, we have never had qu'ite enoU'gh; we are always 

. know 'that 'we can blame the people of the far country 'hoping for better things. 
so much, fOl' they ·didn't know anything about grace. I used to live ,in England, and. I have viS'it~d Ithe. C?ld 
They bought, sold and 'got gain, bu,t as for giving things . Land .very often. In 'some of tht) newspapers, In addItion 
away, that wasn't their custom at 'all, and the found it • to tthe weather forecast, they report 'how 'many hours or 
out. T,hen ,he remembered that there was a house, there' minutes of sunshine they had yesterday. So many 
was a proprietor. there was a man of great wealth and hours of sunshine. These little cars that some people 
large es'tate, and he said, "Even "the servants are better drive here, "Roadbugs," they call them in some places- . 
off than I am; they have plenty' to eat, and some left they ,have roofs that you can push back, and in England 
over, and ,I peri'sh with hunger, so I had better emigrate they. caU them "'Sunshine Roofs". There is ·so little sun
to that other realm where there is enough and to spare." shine that when the 'sun does peep out from between 

. Ido not wonder ~hat the parable of the prodi'gal is one the clouds and betwe,~n showers, you pus·h .the thing 'ba~k 
of the mo'st worn pass'ages in the Word of 'God, 'because and .get what suns~!ne .you can. Canadla~ weather 'IS 
it is so true to human l'ife. Every man's experience is makmg those 'sunshme roofs, very useful m ·'Canada. , 
mirrored here, and it .never wears <>ut, because ,these Well, t~at is !if.e.. We ?eed to get Jall tha'~, we ca~: 

-experiences recur, these histories are written and re- b~t th~re '1s a .con?'l'tIon of hfe where 'tJhl'S wo~d' enoug~ 
"/ritten, and it 'is all the same; and 'bless God, it is still fl.n?S Its reahzatIOn. 'We' may experience Its real Slg
true that there is a place of plenty. whert;! thE,!re is nlflcance. 
"enough and to spare". I. 

Now I 'o:ay grace argue~ infinity. No one but God' In the provisions of grace, THERE IS ENOUGH TO MEET 
can' keep on giving, and be none the poorer f.or his giv- THE UTMOST/REQUIREMENTS OF.A BANKRUPT SOUL. That 
ing. I do not know where it originated. whether it is in is what we all'are by nature, like the prod'igal, with empty 
an old hymn or whether 'it was a saying that was common pockets,' everything gone, coming home empty-handed,' 
in 'M:ethodist cla'ss-meetings, but I have ·heard it in and nothing to offer as a term of admission to the 
prayers fometimes ,to this effect: "Giving doth not· Father's house. But we come, because we are attracted . 

'emnoverish Thee. neither doth withholding enrich Thee." by "enough and, to spare". 
I do not know where 'it came from, but 'it is blessedly There is en'Ough t'O meet the requirements of 'Our 'Obli
true. God is none the poorer for His giving, nor the gations to the law '01 G'Od. ,Sin is lawlessness, and how 
richer_ffbm withholding. we have"missed the way!' Up to the eyes in. debt! It is . 

I would like you to think of Him, think of where He required of a man, wh<] 'is a memb'er of organized society, 
lives, and what Hi,s stJre-houses are Hke. I like.to that ·he pay his taxes"of one sort or an,?ther, and thus 
dream sometimes-I have said that to you before; but assist to maintain the government, and t'O ens.ure law and 
I lift myself out of the dumps sometimes. Were you order. And if he has a house he must pay for it, or 'if 
ever in the dumps-blue Monday-ever depressed, and he doesn't he must pay h'is landlord. He has certain 
""J'H!"ped about with the spirit of 'heaviness, when .you obligations that are bind:ing upo,p ,him. I have 'had many 
did I"ot kr.o'" why? Well I have often heen .. and I like people come to me and say, "I am in danger of being put 
to lift myself up and d,ream 'sometimes even about the out of my house', and I cannot pay the rent. 'Could you 
impossible. Talk about building castles in Spain!. I help me pay {I)is month's rent?" My answer i's, "If I 
have built streets of them, hundreds of them, and I 'have should pay this month's rent, who will pay the rent for 
a great time, because when .I give my imagination play next. month '!I Don't you think you might as. well go (Jut 
I might as well have ·the hest and the bi'ggest as the this month as next month, hecause/ one more month's 
poorest, and so I always bu'ild the very largest, 'and I am. rent won't help you very far.". . 
always very weal-thy in my dreams. Of course I always· Well now, we come ,to God 'heavily indebted. We have 
have to come' back to earth again, 'but anyway, it g-iveS""--ra'i'l'ed to ·fulfB any 'Of the requirements of His Holy law. 
me a little surcease from worry and anxiety 'sometimes We have not loved Him as we oUg'h:b; we have not served 
imaginatively to tran~pol'lt mw·self into :the realm of the Him as we ought; we' have not recognized· 'and acknowl
;mnossible. . -edged' Him in all our ways. There is a "backlog" of 

.Ah, but when we meditate upon the things of God, taxes and 'Obliga'tions undischarged, and 'we come home 
although we are transported into the realm of the in- heavily in debt. But there 'i's enough in the Father's 
finite, they art! not impo'ssible. They:are 'great realities, e,xchequer to meet all our ohligat'ions. . 
'is a matter 'Of fact-the only real th'ings; and I should Then 'On >the po'sitive side, we have violated His law, 
like to try to show you this evening 'how incalculably rich we 'have done a thousand things in thought or in word 
we are, or may be, if only we advaniflage ourselves of the or in deed that were actS! of rebellion 'against God. W'e 
supplies that are at our command. Now, in the Father's are under the condemnation of His law. Much punish
house there 'is always "enough 'and to spare." "Enough!" ment is due us if the law s'houId lay 'j,ts ·hand upon us, 
That is a big word, and I do not suppose anyone of us but when we come ·there is enough to meet that n~d'. 
employs it very 'Often. I 'have had worry enough, I All our requirements were anticipated' at the "Cross, and 
have hid trouble enou'gh, I have had enemies enough, "the 'blood of J·esus Ohrist, his 'Son, cleans'eth us from 
I have had weariness enough. On that side I have 'had all 'S1in." . ..... 
enough. A brother came in to my vestry one day, and he k young man came to see me last week, and told me 
s'aid, "Well, Pastor, you know the promis'e: 'With long ,of his' strug'gles to 'g.et on, how ·he had, had to borrow 
life will I satisfy 'him, and show. him my salvation'," and some money, but how at las't. he had 'paid it back. and he 
then he chuckled to himself and. said,. "You know, some-· said with'a smile and a hearty laugh,' "And n'Ow lowe 
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no man anything. My," he sa'id, "what a relief!" Oh, 
to stand 'before God, and to be sure that we owe nothing 
to- the law of God~which has not been suppHed in our 
behalf by His boundless grace. Owing nothing we can 
start all over again. 

There i's enough to provide us with a respectable co'/}
ering in which to appear in the Divine presence. 'rhis 
young man hadn't much when he came home. He was 
all in rags, I suppose, certainly 'he needed someth'ing 
new; and he was given the best ro"be. How should we, 
granted- that all the past is blotted out, how are you 
and I to ·live in the presence of God ? How can we 
Clothe ourselves? How can we hold up our head-s among 
the angels? I am afraid that there is very little taught 
in our day about the adequacy of the Divine provision, 
the perfect r'i8'hteousness of Christ whicn is imputed 
to us. When this young man got home and had his 
wardrobe replenished, - no! he had no wardrobe to 
"replenish" - a new wardrobe 'supplied, 'there wasn't 
anyone in the father's house better dres'sed than 'he 
was. 

I remember a miltjonaire once saying to me, "I 'always 
feel a little better when I get a new suit of clothes." 
lIe had plenty of them; but ·he said, "It ministers some
"thing to my self-respect. When I' feel that I am ap
propriately and decently, and perhaps attractively ap
parelled I can go among my fellows without apology." 
I daresay there ,have been times. when you have felt as 
tho'ugh you would like to have a lot of money to spend 
on clothes, haven't you? you·go down town and you look 
at things; - you women, for instance, and you see these 
dummies dre'ssed up, and: you say, "Oh, my, ,how much 
is that?" And then when you find out how much it is 
there is a drop in the countenance, and you do not want 
to look at that any more because you cannot afford it. 
.Wouldn'b it be fine if you had enough, plenty of money, 
and hadn't even to look at the price ta·g of anything? 
But could go down to any store and walk around any
where, see what you want, ~nd say, "I'll have that." 
The sales-woman' would look 'at you. as you 'say" "I'll 
have that too.". Then you take another look, and afte,r 
a while. "I think I'll have that to"O." Presently she says 
to herself, "Who is this I'm serving? What an extrava
gant lady is thi's, going to buyout the store!" But 
wouldn't it be comfortable to be ~ble to do it if you 
wan ted to? Well. there is· all that 'in the Gospel. The 
Robe of His Righteousness is the most expensive robe 
that ever was made. It emptied ·the Divine exchequer 
to pay for it. "Her clothing is of wrought gold," it is 
sa'id 'Of the spouse of the Well-Beloved. ,Ah. yes, that· 
Robe of" Righteousness i's incalculably costly! But ,there 
is "enough" 'to pay for it, and 'you 'get -it for nothing. 

, , 
I ·heard a young student say once, when we were in a 

restaurant together: "I am a student of Hebrew, and 
am getting on f'airly well too, At least I have learned 
to read things "backward." He sa'id, "I always read a 
menu fiKe· that; I look at 'the price first, and order 
accordingly," I do not know that I have ever wished 
that '1 could- indul'ge in that direction, but if we were 
really h\lngry. and our pockets were empty, we should 
look longingly at that which was displayed in the cook
shop window. and wish we ,had money 'to go in. I talked 
to ,pomebody w:ho had:;,jusot returned from the East th'is 
morning, and she said. "How did you get along wit~ the 
food?" I said. "I didn't get along," I said', "In India 
I lived on dry toast with, a little 'bit of marmalade, and 

'" tea without any milk. I . was afraid of the buttez:, and 
afraid of 'the milk, and afraid of- the meat and every 
other t;hing, and I 'existed for what time we spent in 
India just on that because I didn't like what they pre
pared." It wasn't a case of having money or not having 
money, you could~'t get anyth'ing. I suppose' othose of 
us who 'have never been reduced to the .point of -starvatJion 
really do not know what it means ·to be. ravenously 
hungry, and' "to 'have empty pockets as well' as empty 
stomachs. It must be . distressing" terribly distressing. 

This man knew all about it. He came hoine hungry, 
but there was enough, enough. Do you always have 
enough? It is a little difficult somet'imes to know where 
to stop with the children, isn't it? I remem'ber some 
years ago' we had some kind of 'a supper at Christmas 
t'ime for one of our Departments, and they served sand
wiches, and I do not know what else. I saw one man. 
and heard ,him as he came ·back to the kitchen and, put 
down h'is plate. He said, "I give up." I said, "What is 
the matter?" He s'aid, "I can't fill tp.em up." But you 
can be filled up here. "Enough !" Always plenty, and 
"enough" to s'llotisfy 'the hunger of a starving soul, to 
make adequate provision for all its needs, if we but 
come to Ohrist. 

But, dear friends, it is one thing to come home and 
find our initial requirements suppJ.ied; it is another 
thing to be sure of continuous nw.i1litenanqe. Plenty for 
today, but what about tomorrow? Our Lord said, "T'ake 
no thought for the morrow," "What shall we eat? or 
what shall we drink? or whoerewithalshaJol we be clothed ? 
... fur your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need 
of all 'these ,things" - counsel that very few people, I 
am afraid, take. People do take thought for tomorrow, 
but ,in the Christian life that is the all':important thing~ 
A birth i-s'something to be noted, and' to rejo"ice over, but 
the birth of a child into any family increases the re
sponsibility, and really the maintenance of the home 
then becomes a serious matter. The family is increased 
and there are more mouths to be fed, more children to 
be clothed, and' children to be trained and educated, and 
fitted for a s·tation in life. That is a bi'g job. I W'Onder 
sometimes how people' manage tt, with prices going sky
ward. I was in a store yesterday, I d'idn't know it wa'S 
a' chain ·sotore. but I stumbled into it, and'l saw a woman 
'''ith one of these little 'things on wheels with a basket 
on it .. and 'it seemed to me that she had half the store 
piled ·in. I do not know what ,in the world. she was 
goin:g to do with it, and when she 'took it out to pay for 
it. the girl called somebody to bring something' to put 
these things in, so she would have room to put the other 
things and reckon them up. I sa:id ,to myself, "That 
woman must keep a boarding-house, or otherw'ise, she 
must have a large family." .Pi'les and- piles of it, and 
the cost of .it! It is a serious matter when you have to 
nrovide on that scale·, isn't i1t? But o'h. in the Divine 
FamHy our Father 'has· plenty, and He is ri·ever a:t a loss 
to buy shoes for the children. to provide. the· ta:ble, and 
all the clothing they need, and to provide too for !.heir 
erlucation. Thll!t is an import.ant element. 'in the Chris
tian life. Justification. standinp: before God. And then 
f:·rt"'ctification. ll'J'owing un into Christ 'in all thing!. But. 

. it is all here." There 'is enough to meet all the require
ments' of a growing and enlarging soul, We may grow 
in grace. and 'in the knowledge of our Lord ·and· SaviOllr 
Jesus Christ. and we shall never come to the end of the 
Divine i·esources. 
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So all the- way throu'gh -the Christian life to meet 'all our bicycle.s. ,We pedalled miles and miles,' and I learned 

the exigencies of life, whateyer' they may be, there is then/what a -head wind could' do- for anybody. There were 
Jig·bIt enough, there is. power enough, 'there ·is· gra~e . no ro'ad-s8uch 'as we have oow, and we'travelled, and' we 
enough, there Ii,s 'P'e-ace enough, iUhere i·s joyenou'gh, had to get to a ,place. abolit noon or a:t the time of· the . 
there is eooU'gh of 'everYthing to satisfy . the·, soul: Why evening me.al, b!!Cause there were no, res:taurants., The I 

shou}.d we 'go elsewher~ 'for s'ati-s.faction?· W.ha~ would . only ga!,!ol'ine we. had ''Vas what we ate.; that supplied 
'. you think --.: here 'is a newly married couple, . and she is: the. power. We ped-alled. a'.'l'ay, .and at hist we' got to a,' 

very proud o~· ·her husband, and he is very proud of his place ~here there was' a student pastor. He wa~; 'un
wife .. Bl.\t 'someone· observes him one morning - he marri'ed; 'and:hi's ~unt, a lady f~m this 'church, was 
le~ve's the. house, hurrie:s downtOwn to business, and, the keepin'g ,house for h~m. for a little while. She belonged' 
f~rsJt t'hing he·.does is .to go ,into 'a restaurant, ~nd! order to. the well-to-do cl~ss, where everything' was nicely 
a: Mg breakfaSlt.' Someone who knows' Mm, ''Observi'ng; do~e. So we :were invited, hun'giy a,s wolVes, to tea.' 
says, "Did you no.t· get your breakfast ·this morndng?" . She 'sat at ·the tea-table wi'th a little bit 'Of 'a 'loaf about· 
He is an honest man, and he saY's, "Yes, such. as iIt was." ·the s'ize of a good 's'ized roll, 'aDd she had a knife' wiif1h . 
;'w.liatwas . the .ml:\.tter?" ,"Oh, my y.rife. is .. the best which s'he. cu,t tittle slices· off; and'-it 'seemed' to me that· 
woman in the world bU't she would be a lot better 'if . she cut it just a's thin as' she p(,s'!3iibly' Could, .anl· she. 
she .could cook. But really, I .lo-oked· at the brea'~fast, would pass oU't. these little s-lices of bread! I feit almo·st 
ma~de"a feint to eat it,' kis'sed hergo~d'bye; and. said to like 'being rude. 'and saying, "Mrs. So-and-so,. give me 
myself, 'I'm going down town to get something to eat."" that ·roll. and go and ,get'another one for my friend.'~ . 
T·ha"t wouldn't be very complime~·iarY to the ''Provi'sion's We could bike. i,t aU, . ,for .I 'say we 'w~re hu·ngry .. But . 
of home, would 'it? Why do' the, Lord's· children 'go to she passed ·th'ese little 'slices of bread, and then w,hen 
the davil's re~'tauranJts? Why are they' found in places. she was only half way' through, 'she' 'stopped, and she' 
where He Himself will never go'? Is 'it reaUy true th'at d'idn't 'ask us to'·haye any more!' I can remember. the 
there is no satisfaction in Jesus Christ? 'Must' we go to f~1ing I' h:;td' when I came out of that pI-ace, 'more hungry 

· ,the weH-springs of 'the world\ to satisfy our -thirst? Is . than wh·en I went· in; and· I i}l'ave' .had 'a· ,quarrel with 
there not a blessing promi'sed to those 'who hlinger and that th.in -bread and:..,buttez: bJIsiness' ever siIl.c~; becau~ 
thirst after righteousness, to the effect that they'sh'aU' I rem'emb'er tho'se d~ys o~ my y.outh when it'was' difficult 
he filled? We do not need'to go elsewhere; dear friends.' to satrsfy my hunger. when I was .a cyCJiist 'on ,the road,. 

When I have been travelli:tl'g all ove~ the country, _ Ah, but my.dear friends, when ,~~. come in fo~tsore 
sometimes when I have got home'my wife has said to and weary from climb'ingthe hills and traV'elli'ngove'r 

-to me, "I do not know whether 'I can' satisfy 'YOU'; you rough road-s, and we come at .la-st into' the Father's .house, 
have be'en in hotels I suopO'se, an.d entertained· by people, ·thl:\.lt isn't, the way h'e· treats us. Oh" no .. His supplies are 

· who could· afford-anY'th'ing, and I do not Know, whe"ther bountiful; He laviS'hes the fulness of His hous'a upon U'S', 
such .fare as I'give ,you would be ·satisfa~tory." But I .and so as we make our pilgrim journey we can be sure 

, always say, '''Let me gel my feet under my own table that He will 'see to it that we are' provided, w'j·th all that' 
. andl get th~ coo~ng you provide at home. andl there is is nec~ssary, for our' sustenance on, thel way. . 
"no' hotel 'in the world that can entice me." . If I had time I would, like to name 'a number of other .. 
· So' ought ;e 'to .find 'in. the batiquetinlg house o~ the . fi-gures ~ the Ohristian 'warrior provided, with adequate' 

King all that .s necessary for· oilr'''devel~oment in gr.ace, ~rms' 'for the battle. General Persthing Mid that 'he went, 
and.for',our sit'tisfaction aschild~n of God. over in th~ First War 'in cotnJmand of an armythat'had ' 

The'f16 is' enough ·to pr01Jide the. Christian with s1J.sten- 'no arms.. They ,had none - they -had none When the 
ance' fo'1' his fourney. It costs something to. travel, . war ende~, that I knew. But our Lord doesn't send, us 
doesn't ;i·t?" "Oh, yes," 'you' say; "the fare 'is-sO-an~- , a warfare at our own charges:. He equips us for th~,' 
so." The. fare isn't·'much. it .is· your' ,ro'ad- expenses, it is . battle, and all the exjgenci'es' of life, and- when the giant' 
your ho.tel, ,it 1.s y~ur provis,ion by the way Ij)hat costs,. an,y .is 'la!i4' l~~ an~' the .,yictory· is ours, we' still have four
tra'veJiler.,will !teU yOu. " ,,' '. ' /' ~moo'th ston~s ,from the ~rook,.in ,our scrip .. T~~~e, is 
.' I nemember once, years ago, I 'had a bicycle. Nowa- enou~h for victory, a~d:to spare .. 
days I :read' sometimes of, some 'hardpres'sed preaChe'r . , 

II. who' actually ha·s to 'g'O from one station to another 'On a 
, bicycle! ' He !hasn't a car, poor man. He has t'O use a 
ryicycle., I remember a. man askirig. me if I was related 
to a certa'in Mr. Sh~elds, referring to my father, and, he 
'!laid, "I ha:ve. walked' twenty miles many times to hear 
your father preaC'h." I 'sa'id,'''And my' father, when he 
was ·a· young man, walked twenty mile's many times. to 
preach." Oh yes, I have known of preachers who had 
to walk :from place to place. 'They h·ad no 'other means 

· of transportation. That is how the Apo·stle ·Paul trav
eUed except when ·he "wa's minded, to g'O by ship". But, 
I had a bicycle, ibut I was afrli'idalmost to Jet an.ybody 

'know -that I had 'it. I was afraid they would think I 
was putting 'On airs.' I was afrai'do my people would 
vhink I was living extravagantly. Why he actuallY ha's 
a bicycle !, And! it did seem a't that time to be one of 
the s'igM, if not of affluence; at least af a faJir-proviSiion, 

A frie'nd of m~ne and I decid'ed to go for a holiday on 

But 'then, my dear friends, iffu.·e'teis "ENOUGH AND To 
_SPARE". IJike to see :somethoing left 'over. 'That i·s al
ways the rule where our LOM' Jesus is the host. Once 
upon 'a time there were a 'great number ~f peopl:e: who 
·came to 'd:imier, and when 'asul'V'eY was made of' the· 

,resources it was sa'id that there Were only five barley 
loaves and·two small fi-shes. YoU' cann~t supply a grea't, 
multitude ,of people with that, but you know the 'story, 
.that when-they had 'all thlElY could eat .... for it i's sai-d,that 
they were "sufficed", they' gathered up the fragroents 

. that remained and 'there were twelve' baskets full! 
There 'is always enougoh over for somebody else. What 
I want to remind you of is, that in the Father's ,house 
there is. enough ,~nd tosparn, and yeu can inv'ite as ,many 
as you like to -come 'and sn'areit. 

I remember years ag'O, when. I was first married, we 
wel'lEl rather economical in our provision; there were just 
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two of us, and my wife dtdn't ·buy· extrava:gantly. Tbe after the morning service, the dining room table was out 
.fact of the matter was, we couldn't. So one day, thought- to it,s . utmost length, and ii was -surrounded 'by these 
lessly, I proudly brought someb'Ody home to lunch. The young men which the "pater" 'had pic~ed up in church. 
suppli~s were put upon the table, and he aI).d I were .. When I loo~ed around I said to Mrs. Sharp, "I under-

. engaged 'in conversation.' I served my wife first of all, stand your bread pile now; Mrs. Sharp." And I do not 
then I served him, 'and then I lQoked, and there wasn't suppose there W8:S much 'of it left by the tim~ we all got 
anyJthing left. lOur guest was a little embarrassed, and ifihrough .. That home was· 'a little bit of -heaven. He took' 
he said, "You ,hav:en't anything left for yourself." I care of me as I h'ave never 'been! taken care of before or' 
forget how I got out of it, but he was one whom I 'knew since. He put his arms about me. .' 

·very wel~ and I got out of it 'somehow, but after that· Well,. now, that is how our Lord does. He puts His 
we .weren't qu~~ ·so economical, and. usualIy I found out· anns about the hungry, and He 'says, "Come home with . 
how thing" were at ;homebefore I invited people. But m.e." There will be plenty, enough 'for a~l, enough for 
I do no·t like that. I remember.·a man's saying to me each, enough for evermore.,"Enough and tOSlPare.~' 
o~ce - he had bought a house, and it was a little bit And, my dear. friends, as children of the household, 

· of a house, oh, 'a .neat little place;- and 'he was a little we 'are in this happy position,- that we can take jU'st as 
· .man. '''Now,'' l).e said, "this is just the kind of· house m~ny people as we-like home to dinner, ·a.ti.d that is the 

you want.", I' said, "''Whart; makes you say that?'" ."It essence of evangelism; that 'i·s what we ought all to be 
just ·suits you.'" I .tried to put my overcoat on, and I doing all the 'time, l09lcing ·after :the people whom we' can . 
couldn't 'get 'it on becau'se there wa'Sn't room, 800 I had·. take home to· dinneI: and .introduce, to our Father's house 
to get cornerwise'to get the coat on: "W.hy," I said, and to His table. The people you know in Toronto and 
"man, 1iliere i'sn't room, as Dickens would say, 'to whip everywhere else; the peopl~ of Africa;· of China, of 
a cat" here; I don't want a little ,house like that." No,' Iridia, of Japan, of rthe Islands of ·the Sea, of the ~uth 
if I had plenty· of money I. would ·have. a big- house. . Amerioas, all the Repulblics, everywhere, no matter where 
I should not care how 'big it was:' r do . not litre little they are, we can Invite them all to come 'home' to dinner, 
houses for myself; 'if I cOuld afford it" I would have a and we can never exhaust .the supplies of the Heavenly 
big house, and I <-':ould have lot.s of guest-chambers, and Ho.u·sehold. There is always "enough and to· Ii·pare" . 
I would "have plenty of, ser-vants, and I would 'have a Shall we do it? Shall we first of aU ·take full advantage 
gre8lt "bi-g refrige.rator, 'and I would have everythi'ng . in of ·the 'bountiful, provi'si'on of !the F~ther's .. hou'se, and 

· 'that refrigerator that could be put there. Then I would then 'Invite others to come. . . 
invipe anybody I liked to come home ·to dinner, Come So I invite you into this realm of the pl'en'tiful, of the 
along, come "along! . JustcaU up-the 'house - "1 have Infinite. Come, as they Came to Joseph's storehouses. 
ten gues'ts tonight." That would he fine. I like com- . No one was ev~r sent 'empty' away. May we find it" so, 
pany; I" l'ike society, and if I 'had pl'eIllty of money, for Hi'S Name's sake. 'Let us pray. 
plenty of room, plenty of help, I would love to do that, Oh Lord, we thank Thee"that we are never straitened in 
wouldn't you?: That i'smy 'ideal ot living, to beabl'e to Thee, Ibut on~y in ourselves, 1Jhat our' sufficiency is always 
surround. yours'elf' wibh your. friends whenever you o! God, Thou dost upho~d us. wi~ the right hand of Thy 
want" "'0 . ' rlght~usness, Bless our meditation, for Thy Name's sake. 

~ • 0 Amen, 
I remember a 'h01l5e where I was entertained years 

a:go in the We!>t .. I was prea~hing as a vacation 
preacher, I was on my 'holidays, and the 'host was a man 
of substance .. He had a ibig house,. and lo·ts of servants .. 
In the church of _whtieh he waS a Deacon they. called h'im-" 
'the "P·a:ter". He was everybodly's father. I do not mind 
telling you where it was - it was in Winnipeg, and if 

. and When 'this address is printed many' who read it Will 
re~embera Mr. :Sharp. A "great-bi'g man" 'he was, 
physically and' in every other' way. One.saturdayafter
noon I was in hi,s home, and.Ms wife ·said to me: "Come 
out t1io the kitchen, I want to show you something." I 
went out iIlito ~e kitchen, and there was a'long white 
table, as long as that 'Communion table, and much wider, 
and it was piled, with home-made bread. Enou·gh, it 
seemed to me, to fill 'a baker's wagon. Their .child·ren 
were ·married!, and away from home, ·and I said, "Why, 
Mrs. Sharp, what in iflhe world are you going to do with 
all that bread?" "You will be here tomorrow, and you 
~m 'see," she sar.d, "but "I just wanted you to see" 
Boesn't ilt look fine? Do'es it make you hungry?" I said, 
·'Yes." So the next moming I watched him. It was 
at a time when Winnipeg was full of young people away 
from hOome. He would go around and say, "Where do' 
you come from?" "Oh Montreal, Toronto . .I." "Glad to 
see you. Where aTe you living?" "So and so." "Where 
do yoU" get your meals?" "Oh,soand 800." He would 
put his arm around hi-in - "You come home and have 
dinner with me." Then he would go around and find 
somebody else. When I got there that day 'at noon, 

·IN. HIS HAND 
, Inasmuch. as our life and death ·are in His hand, He 

will preserve us 'by His might that not an hair will be 
plucked out· of our heads without His leave .. Believers, 
therefore, ought to feel aSoSured into whatever. hands 
they may fall, that GO'd! is ·not divested of the guardian
ship which He exercises over their per800ns, Were such 

. a persuasion well impririted on our hearts, we should be' 
. delivered! from the gr~~ter part of the doubts and per-. 

plexities whiC'h torment us and obstruct us in our duty. 
-JOHN CALVIN 
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"THERE IS A SOUND OF 
ABUNDANCE OF RAIN" 

A Se!:mon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. "Shields 

Preached in J'arvis Street Bapti-st 'Ohurch, Toronto, 
Sunday Morning, S~ptember' 17, 1950 

(Electricall.y Recorded) 

Prayer Before the Sermon 
Thou hast taught us, 0 Lord, that we are. not heard 

for our muCh spea:king. We are heard because Thou hast 
promised to hear the cry of the needy. We rejoice to 
know that as we come in the name of the !Lord Jesus. our 
prayers are acceptable t~ Thee. Already we have invoked 
Thine aid for this service, last night, and in the school 
to-day, so that we now wait for the ansWer to believing 

. prayer: that as we pray, by the illumination of the Holy 
Ghost, light may be shed upon the sacred page, and that 
our hearts by the grace of Thy ·Spiritbe made receptive 
to the truth, that this service may :be honouring to Thy 
Word, and glorifying to Thy name. --

We commend all the assemblies of the saints everywhere 
to Thy gracious care, and 'all who preaCh the gospel in 
any way, or testify to the grace of OUT' Lord Jesus. Make 
this, we beseech Thee, a day of very defoinite progress for 
the kingdom of God. : 

We ask this iii the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Amen. . 

"There is a sound of a!bundance of rain-."-I. Kings 18:41. 

I M:4-Y ~afely assume that we .are all familiar wi'~ the 
,hIstorIcal' background' of thl"s text, and that I need 

but remind you of' a few of the salient features of that 
history. 

It was a time of great apo!!tasy in Israel, when the 
whole nation had turned. to the worship of Baal, under 
the leadership and by the ·inspiration. of khab aI:1d 
Jezebel, particularly of Jezebe.J, who -had set up her own 
gods "in. place of Jehova·h. Because of the wickednes's . 
of 'the nation Elijah was sent, and he 'came saying to 
Ahab, "As the Lord God of Israel liveth, 'before whom 
I stand, ,there s:hall not be dew nor rain these years, ·bu.t 
according to my word." For three and a h'alf years 
t'hereafter the heavens . were shut up: there wa&· neither 
rain nor .dew, until the pastures were withered" gran
aries \,Vere empty, ,the streams were dry, and people, ·and 
cattle, were dying for want of food. . 

Ahab, instead of repenting, s'ent in 'all d~rections seek~ 
ing for Elijah, as the cause of 'all his troulbles. That is 
e,ver so. Those who remind people of ·their spiritual 
declension are invariably blamed' for the very thing they 
seek to remedy. But art; the end' of the three and a half 

. years EI'ijaih showed MmseU to Ahab. You a're familiar 
with his great challenge that Ahab should 'Summon all 
~.he prophets of Baal, four hundred and fifty, ·and· the 
orophets of the groves, four ·hundred', to Mount Carmel; 
and that 'they s'hould .tthere let ·God speak for Himself; 

• "Andl the God that answereth 'by fire, let hlm be God". 
Then follows the story of the prophets of 'Baal caliing 

upon their gods, and receiving no ans-wer and being 
mocked by Elija,h becaus'e 9f the failure of the'ir gods' 
to respond to ·their prayer. Then Israel's'aUar was re
stored, the wood and the sacrifice were placed' upon it, 
and three. times it was' drenched' with water, a trench 
wa's dug about the altar and that also was fiUed with 

, water. Then about the time of the evening sacrif'ice 
Elij'ah prayed very bl"iefly, no-t as the prophets of Baal; 
calling upon their false gods all day long - 'he 'simply 
put his case before t'he Lord. and 'begged Him to answer 
by fire, and to vindicate him as His servant', but espe-

cially to ·show that He wa:sGod: And it came to pass at 
the !time of 'the offer-ing of the evening sacrifice, that 
Elija,h the prophet came near and said, Lord' God of 
Abra'ham, Is'aac .and of Josrael, let 'it tbe known this day 
that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, 
and :that I !have done al1 these things at th,y word! 
Hear me, 0 Lord, hear me that this people may know 
that thou art the Lord 'God, andt . that 'thou ,hast Ilm'ned 
their heart 'back again. Then the fire of the Lord fell, 
and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and 
tihe stones, 'and' /the dust, and licked up the water that 
was in the trench. And when jd'l the people 'saw it, they 
feB on their faces and they 'sa'id, The Lord, he 'is the ·God; 

. the !:,oro, he is' 'the God. And EliJah. said unto them, 
Take ·the. prophets of Baal; let not one of 'them escape. 
And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to 
th·e 'brook Kis'hon and slew 'them thelre." Theri· when 
this was· done, EliJah said to Ahab, "Ge¢ thee up, eat 
and drink; for tthereis a s'ound of abundance of rain". 
T,here was not a cloud 'in ·the sky. T·he situa·tion 'had not
changed at all, apparently. And Elijaih went up to 
!\:fount 'Carmel ·and prayed. Seven times ,he sent his ser
vant, andt 'theseven1lh time he reported 'a cloud a's hi'g' 
as a man's 'hand. Soon the 'heaven was black w'Hh cloud's 
and wind, an"d there w~s a grea·t rain. 

T,hat is the story of what came to pass because one 
man prayed. The New Testament tells us that Elija'h 
wa·s a man of Hke pass:ions with ourselves, subject to all 
our !"imitations, and, temptations, and yet he prayed, and 
for three and a 'half years the :heavens were s,hut up, 
and it did not rain. And he prayed .again, . and there 
was a ,great rain. We are told,· really, :by implication, 
tha't we, too, may pray,. as did Elijah; we, too, ma.y re-
ceive answers by fire. . 

We live 'in. a day which l think you will grant :is 
comparable to Ithat of the day when EI'ijah first pre
sented Ihiinself 'to Ahab. 1'here is much rel'igion in our 
daf, ·great ~rganizations., mosrt of whom deny the verities 
of the 'Christ'ian..faith. T.ney no longer believe the word 
of God, nor proclaim tJhe saving efficacy of the blood' of 
Christ. Plenty ~f relIgion onLSunday, but very little 
vital ·god'J.ines's! Very little real trust in God! 

We ,have examIned this. story many times; hut I think 
we may find some new refreshment for our spirits if 
we look aJt some of the underlying principles which have 
appl:ication to us; 'that we, also, may so call. upo:n God 
that we may 'hear "the sound of a'bundance of rain". 

I. 
WHAT PRECEDED, THIS GREAT MIRACLE? First of all, 

there 1.008 prayer by o1'l4e man - not ·a great concert of 
prayer, not multiplied prayer meetings; not 'a great stir 
-'-'Ilhe~ was one man who ,stood before God. This is the 
only address he gave: "As 'the Lord God of Israel liveth, 
before whom I stand". Elija,h is noted in Holy Scrip
ture as a man of prayer. 

We are accustomed to think that" we' must have a 
great muttitude ,to get anytJhing done. I was in a city 
in 'the Uni'ted States, not long sinee, and I saw a prayer 
meeting announced Jor 'a Friday evening. I aittended. 
I wa's 'one of eig,hteen. There were four men, includ~ng , 
myself, 'and fourteen women. - I th'ink everybody there 
prayed, and' they prayed especially for a certain evan
geliSitic . meeting. The evangelist h·ad demanded that 
before he slJould come there must 'be five thundred prayer 
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meetings. Welb - that is merely cloakilllg five. hundred 
• adverttising centres with the . name of·prayer. There is 

nothing in the word of God that would condition His 
blessing upon 'Our abili,ty to have five hundred prayer 
meetings. If ,tha:t were -true, you and I mi-ght well find 
excuse for not receiving ·the Lord's blessing. We might 
say, "I am 'Only one. Of course if there were a great 
mubti-tude of people we'migohi 'have the blessing of the 
Lord. I do the best I can. I ama man of prayer; 'but 
I am only one, and because I' am 'Only 'One the ·bless·ing 
d'Oes not come." . 

But you 'see .fJhe word of GQd 'is very clear that His 
prom'ise is given to "two or three", as, indeed, it is given 
to 'One. Nearly all the great revivals' 'Of 'history have 
begun wi'th a smaH fi.re: "BehQld, ,h()w ·great a matter 
a little ,fire kindleth·!" I knQW we may have such meet
ings 'and caB them meetings for prayer; we may have 
an elaborate organization, and muc!h newspaper puh-' 
!icity, and assemble a grea:t crowd, and: ac'compJi.sh no 
J.a:sting good. I 'have been 'in this city for. a long time, 
and I ·have seen many such bonf'ires ,that have ,made a 
OItir and a lurid glare at ·the -time, .and left behind them 
nothing but aslhes - nQ real spi-ri'tua'laccomplis'hmen:t, 
fQr all 'the effQrt, T·ha:t, my clear friends,- is not God's 
way 'Of doing it. The. responsibility rests, not with a 
great multitude, but with 'One, jUSIt one. 
" Ho~ eas~ it would be for me, as a Pastor, to say, 

I am praYIng earnestly, ~ut of -cours'e I am dependent 
upon "the co-operati'On of my people, and if they d'O not 
pray, '!~ isn't my fault, 'if no bl~sSling or ii,ttle hle'ssing 
com~s. Long s:ince I learned ,that we must take the 
responsibiHty upon ourselves, and if we do not have 
bl'essing, it is not somebody eIse's fault, it 'i·s ours. Five 
·hundred prayer meetings are not indispensable to re
vival. AU we need is. that we ourselves, men 'and women 
of Hke passions with EIUah sh()uld learn how to stand 

, before God and talk with Him, and He wHl hear us, as 
-he ,heard Elijah.. That is the reason for 'his mention 'in 
the New TeSitamenlt. A long time had elapsed' between 
the days 'Of Elijah and: the time when J'ames wrote those 
words, 'but the Apostle James wrote by inspiratiQn still 
beHeving that God would hear the prayer of a be'li~ving 
man or woman t-hen, as read'ily 'as in Elijah's time. . 

Now what do.es it mean to pray after th~ manner of 
Eli.iah? Does it mean merely to say words., to utter 
verbal peiti,tions? No, we may dQ all that, and never 
reach the throne of Heaven. W'ha,t was Elijah'·s prayer? 
First of all: that God would interpose and withhold both 
dew and rain. I think that was much harder' than to 
pray for rain. "He prayed," 'vhe Scripture -says, "that 
't might nQt rain." Sometimes things ,have to' 'get worse' 
be~ore they get better; 'sometimes ind'iv'iduals and 
:!'hurche·s and nations have '1'0 be taught what it is t.o be 
wi,thetit God's help. When 'tJhe United NatiQns Assembly' 
met there was a question as to whether there' should 
be any prayer, and it was decided that they would. have 
no prayer, and the'. work 'began wilthout God. A un'ion 
of all tihe natJiO'ns of the 'earbh can never bring Peace 'and 
security if 'God is lef.t out of it. "Righteousness exaIteth 
a nation, but sin 'is ·a reproach to' any people." The same· 
is true ef all . these rel'i'g'ieus assemblies. You may have 
United Church Councils and World· 'Councils. and talk 
about 'gathering togevher all organizations that bear ·the 
Ohri·stian name. and- thus promote the interests of peace. 
Jot will all amount 'to nothing. It 'is enly a larger aggre
gation of unbelieving men, such as we have had 'in TQr-

onto; even at the United 'Churoh Council meeting -
Hi'shop Oxenham and Dr. MacKay, Who teach their people 
not to believe in the unique Divine 'inspir~tion and au
thority ef the wQrd 'Of Holy Scripture; and who ce·r
tainly do not ·stand before 'God. I know you may make 
a great s'how in that way but that does not bring a 
Divine visita,ti'On, ner are thl} hearts and lives. ef men _ 
changed by reltigios'ity of that sort. We h'ave pl'enty of 
that in 'tJhe wQrld; 'bu-t if We are ·to measure progress 'by 
numbers then we Soheuld be forced to 'accept the prepos
terous centention and claim of the Roman 'Catlholic. 
Ohurch that 1JhaJt i,s the o'nly true church. I passed by 
ene ef their churches coming here thi·s merning, and fer 
blecks and! blQcks on either side of the street, and up the 
side streets ,tJhere were cars and cars. 'hundreds e'f them 
-pray'ing to idols, praying to M'ary, ,honouring the Pope, 
the vaSit majority of them with no consciousness of Ged 
at all. We d'O not need that; that isn't faith. 

Wha,t sort of fait-h had Elij-ah? Elija:h'·s .faith led -him . 
to believe. in the very th,ing wtMch these men declare 
to be 'impossible. He believed tthat, 'thoug,h God 'had 
made this wQrld; and that thou~;h it was ·an ordered uni
verse, and summer and winter, cold and .heat. seedtime 
and 'harvest Slhoul'd not ·cease yet he believed that the 
Divine Creator could interpose, He could suspend His 
law, He could make bare His arm. and He could visit· a 
natien with chasti'semeni and impover'ish them to ,the 
paint a:lmQst of starvation, to teach" -them that t;here could 
'be no prosperity or peace M,thout God. ;Elijah b,elieyed 
that, 'and he prayed ·that it might not rain, and 'it rained 
not for ·f;h·ree 'and a thalf years. I think through that 
'three 'and a' -half years Elija-h must of,ten have asked 
the Lord for permissiQn to pray for the 'end 'Of the fam
ine. and ,he must of'ten 'have received the werd, "NO't 
yet"; until at last God came to him and said. "Go show 
t1;hyseJ.i to Ahab."· You ·know the Sltory ef how Ahab 
was 'already 'scouring the coun'try looking f()r wate'r or 
fQr 'a little bit of gr~ss, that he mfght save the cattle
·alive. He went in one directien and Obadialh in the 
o,ther, and Elijah met Obadiah and said, "Go tell thy 
lerd, Behold El~iia;h i's -here," and Obadiah was -afraid. 
He said, "He :has searched everywhere to f'ind you. ann. 
if I go 'and tell him 'the Spirit of the Lord will catch yeu 
away, ·and whren yeu are nat tQ be s'een then I shall ·have 
to pay fer 'i't. and my life will be forfeited." "No," 
I'aid Eliiah. "I will shQW mys'elf' to 'i\:hab this day." 
Only one man! Not·a multitude.' No commit,tee. no 
board, no council! Only ene man with 'GQd! Thalt is 
all we need at any time" when God's IhQur of visitation 
shall Sltrike. . ' 

Now I say Elijah believed that God was a factor in 
human affairs.; -he believed that He could seal the heavens 
'lihat there might not qe rain. and he believed teo that He 
could send rain and revive His land.' Now, mv dear 
friends. dQ we believe God after that fashion? Have 
we a naked failth in the re'al:ity of Ged? I met a layman 
a few weeks ago in the United States. who snid ra'ther 
an in'terest'ing thing tQ me. I 'haven't ~xaffilined it since, 
hut I think he was correct. He sa'id. "Have ~'ou ever 
thought of the significance of ,Christ'·s saying tf:ha't 'II' 
ye h~ve faitJ:t as a grain of mus'tard s~d. ye s'hall say 
unto this mountain. remove 'henc~ 'to yender place. and 

. it s'hall remove':" He said, ~'I know there is another 
passage wh'ich sneaks of the ·mustard seed as being the 
!lmalleS't of all seeds. but it seems to me in this case it 
is referred to with a different significance. So." he said. 
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"I was ·at pain'S. to 'inqu'ire of all authorities, and to stl,ldy . hody:. "Th'e God that 'answereth by fi:r;e, let Him be 
this metaphor of the mustard seed, and," he said, ~I God:" 'God h~ His o~n apoloogist;· the Holy -Ghost is the 
found 'that it was unique amon-g. seed's. A corn of wheat, only effectual defender of the faith. ·We' m'ay 'argue as 
as it is called in :the Scripture, falling into' the ·ground, much 'as we--Hke, but we cannot establish 'the truth of" 

· must die, ·and 'its'outer covering must 'd'ecompose ~ntn at God's Word;· we' cannot by any raJtionalproceSs prove 
last -the v.i'tal 'ge'rm is, touched and iUhe blade '-appe~s: 'that ·God 'is, and that He is the rewarder 'of them that 
But ,first of all a loot 'has to' be destroyed before the dil'igently seek Hini. That, is 'something that' 'God must 
seed cim germinate ;an'd that is.,true of n'early all Seeds.'" do ',for Himself; nobody else--cari do it for Him. '1'here
My frie:nd s'aid:, "They wear clothes, 'and 1Jhe clothes have fO're, lJe mus't . break in upon our .smug oompla~ency,. 

"'. to be ltaken 'Off, so that the life-principle can express make bare His arm 'and show that He is God. 
itself. But" he said "'the mustard seed is a seed, wi'tli.. '._ I won.der if we are ready,.·for ~ test of that !JOrt? I 
ou.+t 'any clothes; it" is'a: very 'small seed, but .it 'is '8 vital do' not believe the conditioning of any sOrt of religious. 
principle: T·here 'is. 1)0' 'adI:rdxt~re of 'anyljjhiil~ tha't has effur't upon :the pz:ior assembly of a' 'great multitude is 
no' Ufe in it; it 'is 'a living thing, and 'if you have faith, Go(:I:s~ way. I cannot find 'a. single 'instance of it ·in Ithe 
unadulterated, naked faith,," ~s a 'gra:in of mustard seed' Scr:ipture. I know 'the prom'i-se' having :been made to 
'ye shall say:to thds mountain remove hence to yonder tvyo or three, the !hundred ,and twen:ty cOntinued in 
place.' :{ ." ,,' .' . ~ 'prayer,and :they were' all, not i'n .fjve Ihundred different 

'How· little ,faith. of that 'soI1t there is. . What is our places, but ;they were "all with one accord 'in one place";' 
faith? A little hit of confidenrein ourselves, 'a Uttle h'itand it was ·thEjD tha't God answered! iby fire, and· the Holy 
of trust in :l)avourable ci·rcums'tances, a little .:bit of de-, Ghost ca'me on the. ~ay'of 'Pen~ecos't.· . 
·pendence per.h'aps upon some good 'people whom.we know,' I need not g'9 'into 'the details of the 'story. You can 
anld alltogether we ~ink we have faith. But our faith see' it for. yours'elf -.-:.. the allta'i:-' of Baal erected, ·+the 
must be tti'ed-"That the trial of yo~r faith,. beill:g ~uoh sactifice' prepared, four hundred and fifty on their' 
more precious than' of gold that peI"lsheth, though, It be' , foaces call'ing, upon their ido'l Ito answer, ,cutting 'flhem+-

· triei:l with fire, 'IilIi-ght be' found unto praise and honour selves with knives 'and . lancets until the blood. gushed 
and glory 'lilt the appealing of Jesus: Chri-Slt:" -Our 'faith out' and from morn-ing' until evening crying "0 Baal 
'4'8.s to 'be Rut into .the furnace, just. as, gold is, that all -hea'r us," 'but +ther.e was no voice nor 'any that-answered: 
the dross m'ay "be burned· away, and that .we may be left Then~you see what' ·Elijah d'id. Not only repaired the 
at last w'ith nothing 'but a. naked ,flllitth in Go'd Himself. altar, laid! 1Jhe . sacrifice upon the wood, but he poured . 
I do not believe any.of us' can be'. of any real value.to God, ·w.alter upon it; and it seemed 'as 'though he were deter
o'r to others. for that matter, 'as Christians un?~ we hav.e mined to make the miracle 'impos'sible, if it were possible 
been· brought 'to the veJ,"y ed'ge O'f th~ precIpIce, unJtIl - 'to make it impo'ssible.· Drenched with water, .contrary 
there is .absolutelY nothing +to h'elp us; no one who can to all nature 'then he asked the LOrd to answer 'and the 
ass,i'Sit in aby way at all. There fs the precip'i~, and it· fire caine. '_ ", . " 
means th~t as w.e 'go forward~ one Of two 't:li:ings must , We do not need ofavorabie' circumstances, dear fiiends. 
happen:-it must he God 'or ru~n, oI)'e or th'e' other.' - AU we need is 'God, 'an.d He' will provide the _cii'cum-

DO:We depend on-a:nyone bU't 'God,? It 'is' not organiza-' stan,ces.' So thel!- I call upon you as an ind~vidual, every 
tion, it is not wea,lth, it is :not learnin'g, it is 'not elo- mem'ber of this church 'here, ·get before God, 'do your' own 

" .' quence it :is not 'sodal prestige. T'he. KingdO'm of G~d p'raying, and remember that the responsib'ility i's an iitd-i-' 
is never advanced by' carn-al means., God does not need vidu'al orl.e·:· .... SO then every one <?f us shall give 'account . 
it., He is God, arid beside Him ,'th~re is none 'else, and' of ,himself to :God." . . 
all 'that 'we need is a fai'th tholtt will move the very ariD . When the people of I'srael were threaltened in .the days 
of God. Then we may ·have the very :blessing we d'es'ire. of Mordecai, and ·he was not permiotted to enter into the 
That is what El:ijah .had. He ;ha-d' nobody else. He King's gate, there, was one wifJhin who. h'ad 'access to 
hadn't even one companion witJh whom he could corifer. the King, and,that one per:son, only one person, ·made 
He stood utterly alone .'before God, 'and yet 'he shut up . pet'i'tio'n fo'r 'the threatened "people. T:hat is Gpd'.g way 
't'he heavens, an~' 'agadn' he open'ed 'them. '. .' al,ways: ~,~ called (A-braham)' '!ll~ne." Let us .see· whalf: . 
- What I: want to 'I!-sk you 'is :this, and: I ~ant you '1;0 we can. do each for ourselves. See what 'God can do in_ 
searcli your heal"lis: Is ,the Lord 'Go~; H:imself actually a us and; throu:gh+ us. 

_factor "in your life? Has' 'He tlle 'supreme place?! .pan But now, Eli.jaitl challenging God to Qothe 'humanly_ 
you -fo·rsake 'everybQdy and everything, 'and cast yourself impossi'ble, challenging"God to manifest His Divine pow
entJirely upon God, tru'mng nothing, +trusting nobody buib er - what did He do? . What was the meaning 'of th:e 
God Himself? God will not d'ivi'd'e His nonou·r with restoration of the altai"? The,twelve stones,1 representing 

· a:nother; He will not "d!isgrace the 'throne of His g'lory."·. the twelve 'tribes; the I>l'acing of the ~ood upon iflhe . 
"Loo·k unto me and be ye saved aU the ends of the earth, aliJar, 'and the sacrifice upon th'e wood . .:....:. of wha.t did 
for I ·am/God, and beside me 'there is none else." There the 'altar 'speak"to 'l;he people' of Israel? . Always, first 
j·s nOtlhing'this world need,s'SlO much as to be 'shown that of ·all, of, a:tOne~ent by l,llpod'; 'always ~n symbol looking 
Jehovah is ,God'. Let Him break in upon us; ·let Him forward to Him 'Who is 'l1ihe ·great Intercessor. You will 
make bare His 'arm; let Him send fire from heaven. find 'it all 'through the Scr.i'Pture that there is .only one 
Then you will see the cr'itics running; ,then you will·see way 'into the Divirie 'presence, /that is thro'ugh the rent 
those who depend upon the mul'ti,tudes discovering the veil of His flesh;· hence we need a new confidence in the 
fallacy 'and ,the futility or' 'all their sdhemes. . efficacy of the blood of OhriSit, in. the availab'ility of 

II. 
WHAT DID ELIJAH ASK FOR? El;iiah proposetl 80fM

thing which nobody but God Himself could give, No-

.His grace to us on the ground of the meritorious atone
ment of the Lord Jesus. Let us 'have no confidence in 
the fles<h. I do not care what may be your spiritual 
stature, w.hat may 'be your growth in grace, there is no 
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· ground upon wh'ich anyone of us at any time can ever needs 100 know now, :that the Lord is God, ,that there are " 
pray to God bUlt the -infinite merit of the Lord Jesus peeple somewhere, f;ffw it may be here and there th·rough
Christ. You :accumulate no merilt, it'is always the merit out the wodd, who are 'yet Hi·s people; that He h'8iS'the 
of 'Chr~st; it is always·for Hi·s Name's sake: Therefore, sewn thousand who -haven't 'bowed the knee to Baal, and 
let the ·altar ,be erected, let our trust be in Him. then tha!t He Himself ·shoulld prove the !truth of His 

! ,But l!Jhere is "another side of ·it. I remember a lady word.. That is what we' need. 'Someone read in prayer 
saying to. me years ago of a certa:~n popu·lar preacher: meeting laSit night, "I beseech you therefore, brethren, 
"He is soundly ol1thodox in 'his pre;:tch:ing, he preaches by the mercies of 'God, that ye ,present Your ;bodies a 
the cross, but," s'he 'Said "you cannot hear him without living sacrifice, 'holy, 'acceptable. unto God' which 'is you'r 
feeling that h'e knows Doth'ing 'ltbout its sU,bjec.tive reasonable service, ·and· 'be not conformed :to this world," 

· power, l!Jhere is no cross 'in ,his· life." The altar. me·ant. h'aving nothin;g to do with it, "but be -ye transfor~ b)" 
more than' a:toneme·nt. It meant consecration. When bh:e ·renewing oJ your mind," (we must have a new aJbt'i- . 
the offering 'was put.upon the altar,· and it was cut iii- tude toward life) "that ye may prove wihatis that good, 
pieces, fnwardly ~leansed and then put piece to its piece, and acceptable, and perfect. wiU of God." Th~t is pos
the whole was consumed wiiflh 1Jhe Heavenly Flame and sible ·for us, hut we must erect the altar, we muSit pre
as the ·people saw .:it 'th'ey Saw' themselves consumed by sent oU'rselves' ,.as living sacrifices, 'acceptable to God. 
the Holy ''Ghost. They were wholly devoted' to the .ser- . T-J].en th'e fir~ will come. . . 

· vice of God, sul)(~rdina:ting ~verytbljng 'to His will a~d 
His glory. . . ..'. . . 

. Do' y~U all~:w ·an.y1Jh!iiig ·to come between you and your 
service for Jesus Christ?' Your ple·asure, you·r ease; your 
comfort, your family, your house, )"our-:busineas. Any
thing at" 'all thaJt stands· between you al.ld dJirec:t com'
municaJtion wi·th '·God through Christ is a ·sin. There_ 
.must be hO'thing to· prevent ,our 'intercourse with the 
Most Higth. As· EUjarh. p:rayed, "Let it be known th~SI 
'd!ay :that thou art God' ·in Israel, ·and' ·that I a~ ibhy ser
vant, and Itba't l'h'ave done ,an these.tMngs at tJhy word," 
Elijah virtually said. firstt of "all, "Vindicate Th!ine o~ 
great Name, Men .have dragged, it ':in the mire;. they 
'have said, 'There is ,no GOd;' bre~k in upon us th·at every
body may.know tJhat Thou art God'." He also ask(!d that 
they might know, "That I am itmy serVant." I th~nk we 
are justi.fi·oo in praying for 1Jhat. A company-of peopJe 
tJi'at have endeavoured, as God helps' ~em, to cult them
selves loose from eve'rytMng, 'and to set up a testtimon~ 

. -'. for 'God, . and have ·been· deriAed, mocked ·~t; persecuted, 
· slandered, l:ied about, because· of their 'stand, .for· God -
· can we jus'tify ourselves? 'Can we vindicate the cours.e· 
we h'a~e taIren? No. In·that as· 'in the 'evaJjgelica~ sense, 
it is G.od ·tJhat justifieth. The PS!'llmi'st sai·d, "S'how me 
a Itoken for 'good, Ithat they wMch 'hate me may see it, 
and be ashamed, becau!!e Thou, Lord., has 'holpen me." 
We -have a r.ig'ht to pray that God' would ·so !honour UI;l if 
we trust in Him, and cast our aU upon :Him; that He will , 
so' manifest Himself th'at people shall- know ·after 'aU that· 
these are God's ·se·rvants:. "·Comm·it thy way unto the 
Lord; trust 'a!lso 'in Him; 'and He 'shall 'bring it to pass'. 
And He "shal'l bring'forth thy righteousnees as the light, 
'and thy judgment aslbhe noon'day." 

You remember how the s·p'irit-possess·ed, da'Msel cried 
· cUter rthe 'apostles: "Th(!se men are servants of the mo·at 

h,ighr Go'd, which 'show unto us the way .o.fsalvation." 
Even "th'e devUs also believe 'arid treinble.'~ Modernists' 
do not; ecclesiaSltics do not; church councils do not; lie
nominations, many of them, do not, ibut the devils be
lieve ·and Itre~ble; and we have a r'i·ghif: to ask that God 
would vindiioa1le Itbe trust to His people. "Rest in the 
Lord, and wait patiently for him." "And he sh~n bring 
forth th·y righteousness a's the light,and thy'ju'd'gment 
as Ithe noonday." "Wlhen ifJhe wicIred are cult oilf. thou 
shalt see i't." I -have 'seen'it 'again 'and again, and shal'l 
see it ·again. 

. . . "And that I have donea!lI these things at thy 
word" EliJah asked that 'God would vindicate Himself. 
His s'ervant,and His Word. That is what !(;be world 

. III. 
AND WHAT THEN? ,A great many people stop there, 

but 'after the fire, when God had.l!hown Hi8.hand, som~
thing' occurred, which oould "not pl!ssibly have occurred 
before. There were·four 'hundred 'and fifty prophets ~f 
Baal, there were four hund'red prophets of the 'groves, 
ei·ght hundred and fifty of them 'altogether, anI! Elijah 
was hopelessly in the minority-one against eigJht hun- . 
dred and: fi·fty -.:. what'·s the use? No, he wasn't 'in the 
minorilty. 'Go'd was with him, 'aOO' God was more than 
~ll the eight hundred and ·fifty, ·arid when .the ·people .saw 
the ·fire they co·nfessed "T·he lJord, !he is 'God.". And 
then ,Elijah s'aid, "Take the prophets of Baa!l, Jet. not one 
of Ithem·. 'escaPe." "And' they tOok them, and Elijah 

. broug.ht ·tJhem down to the brook "I~iS'hon 'and slew them 
there." Purge the nation of ;idolatry, put th;s thing out· 
of the way altoge1Jher. Elijah prayed that the people 
mi-g.hit know that the Lord· had· tu~ed their: 'hearts ·back 
·again. That i~exaetly what,He dlid. 

·We)l now, my friends, there 'ale B~a}o pri!lcipl~s· in. 
your' life and mine. What is 'it burt a 'Substitute for 
God? What is it but some'fJhing' wh-ich takes tthe place 
of ·God? Whatever i,t may be, take it down to the brook 
;Kishon' and slay it there, put ~t to the sword, let the 
two-edged. ·sword of the Word·.of' God pierce it, 'and slay 
it. Let us ·have no' more of ·it.· . 

May I dare to say I believe ibhat there. is a sound of 
abi,:nd'O,nce of rain, for 1 beli!Jv6 tha.t God canne to us 
and did this· very .thing not long ago. No l!latter how· 
carefidly . you' may tend your garden, how 'aesiduou'Sly 
you may care for 'it and pluck out .ev.ery, weed, when you 
go out to see it tollllOr.rO~ or ~'the next (Jay, there will 
be more weed:ing to do. So i's' it in the vineyard of 
the Lord. I't 'is very difficult to Ireepit clean; very 
'difficul!t to d'istinguisih. ·between. the' wheat· ·and. iflhe 
tares. But, God knows how. to do it, and periodically 
He v'is:irts the vine of His planting. "Awake 0 north' 
wind, ·an·d come thou south; blo·w upon my garden that 
the spices thereof may flow out." God' does 'that, ibut, 
mydea'r friends, 'it is for you and for me 100. remove 
'every1Jh'ing th'at i& alien to the Spirit of God. 

You say, "I Cannot do it." No. T.his had been im
possible if Elijah had a;ttempted it 'before .the fire came.' 
I lhave n'ever believed that the :gift. of the Holy Spirit 
was, con-ditioned upon our, f.irst of arlt, by our own ef
forts, so preparin.g ourselves that there should be noiflh
ing 'in . me or in you that is contrary to the Spirit of 
'God, That is Keswick teach-lng! Cleanse :the heart 
yourself. But yo~ cannot cleanse it; slay the prophets 
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.of Baal, but you cannot slay the prophets of Baal; pre
par~ yourself to -receive the Holy r(}host~ but you can
not prepare yourself. You can only ask Him to come in 
and, ~ake po'ssession, and purge ;the house for Hims'elf. 
But It was 'after the fire that :the prophets of Baal were 
.slain, and 'itis afte'r :the fire, when we 'have really 
re~eived! '~e Divine Spirit, 'vhat we find it possibl~ to, do 
,thmgs whIch we could not do before. 

IV. 
T'hen, WHEN ALL THAT WAS DONE ELIJAH HEARD THE 

SOUND OF ABUNDANCE OF RAIN.. "Fai;th cometh by hear
ing, and· 'hearing :by the Word of God." It was God 
~ho said, "Elijah go and: ·present yourself to Alhab;" 
It was God who had ·directed. And when 'he had. done 
all these 'things according ,to God's word he listened 
'and ~hHe there wasn't a clo1).d 'in the sk; Ms spirituai 
hear'mg d'etedted' that the rain was on the way. 

·1 read a story in the early days of What they then 
called: ~'e "wireless", of a -ship that wa'ssaiJii:p..g down 
bhe ~ed~terran~an on a beautiful moonlight night. There 
wasn t a cloud In the sky, the Sitars were out, everything 
was calm 'and peacefu'l, ,and the operator said "I hear 

. " "C ' ~aIn. an you tell where 'i't is,?" "Well, I have an 
Idea we shall ·run into it in a few hours" and it wasn',t 
very long befo·~e th~ 'heaVens were 'bla~k with clouds, 
there :was a' great wmd, and· a great rain. Elijah was 
the WIreless operator. He was in communioaltion with 
Heaven, and. he could, ,hear a thing that nobody el'se could 
hear. . He said, "Go and: tell Ahab 'he 'had 'better hurry; 
there IS the sound of abundance of rain." He had to 
tell :him 'the second time: "Get thee down, that the ra'in 
soop thee not." . 

My dear friends, I believe it 'is pos'Sible for us to come 
into such relationship with God that in advance of i,ts 
coming, we mtay be sure that the rain is on the way 
"Th . . . - ere IS a sound of abundance of raIn." I do not be-
heve t:hat 'God has forsaken this earth' I do not be
lieve that He ·~a~ given it up to the dev:il ~nd- h-is· angel's; 

,I look for a reviva'i of pure and undefiled rel!igion, such 
as 'the world has never -seen.. I do not believe that this 
world 'is to go :to the devi'l -and ,00 the dogs and! that the 
r ord 'is to' be defeated 1n 'this pl'anet. He is' waiting 

. re'aying His coming, th~ Scripture says', "Not wmin~ 
that -any should perish. 'but'that all should come to re
pentance " ~Ill-d,'t;here 'is good ground in the Word of God 
I think for beJ'iev'ing that God wiN v.iSlit rthis pI-anet with 
such a revival of religion as ·this old vV-Qrld has never 
seen. Why shouldn't i,t begin wi'th you and me? W:hy 
shouM not we he among the first to hear the "sound of 
'lbundance of ra:in?" . Moay the LOrd grant that 'it may 
be so for His· Name'ls s'ake. Amen. Let us' pray. 

Oh, Lord, as 'Phou didst summon Elijah into Thy pres
ence, and shut him up to converse with Thyself, so do Thou 
summon everyone 'Of us, not tomorrow, not tonight, but 
now. May we all have direct dealings with God, so that 
we also may pray and move the 'hand of God. We ask it 
for Thy Name:s sake: Amen. 

MAY CHR,IST BE THY ALL 
"For the weariest' day 

May Christ be thy stay! 
For the darkest night 
, May Christ be thy light! 
For the weakest hour . 

May Christ be thy power! 
For each moment's f'all 

May Christ be thy All!" 
-FRANCES-RIDLEY HAVERGAL 

THE SEMINARY'S CONTRIBUTION TO 
THE CAUSE OF THE GOS;P,EL 

NEXT week To'ronto Baptist Seminary will open' i,ts' 
doors to commence anorther year',s work. As we· 

'bhink of the young people who will retJ.un from their 
v~rious mi'ssion fields, and' of orthers who for the first ' 
·tll~e take up ·theirstudies to prepare for the Lo,rd's 
~o~~, we are ~Imbst overwhelmed with the great responr
SIbl'l'Irty ;that IS ours. To teach men and women the 
~u'~hs of the Word of God is! not only ,a great privilege, 
l't lSi .also 'a great 'responsIbility, for we 'niustan·swer 
,fOr their sou-Is. But the task of Iteaching teachers of 
'pre'aching to those' who wiJ:l in turn preach to others 
and' eSltablish churches is fraught with· even greater 
poss"ibi'l'ities and responsibilities·. As 'we contemplate 
:the magniltude of our task, weare constva:ined· to ask 
ourSielves, w:ha:t can Toronto Baptist Seminary contri-

, bute to these youhg peopl~ ,so as to .prepare Ithem to 
answer 'the div.ine call they :have ;heard'? And'a still 
greater question thrusts itself upon us, that is burt the
flamJe one with larger hearings: What can the 'Seminary 
nope to contribute to the cause . of th'e 'Gospe'l, to the 
work of the churches ait ·ho.me and abroad ? We feel 
that ailter nearly a quarter of 'a century of existence as. a 
Seminll;ry, we 'have gained 'some 'ti,t1e' :to 'attempt an an'
swer to that question, howbeit we do so wi,th a sense of 
profound ,humili'ty,remembering that our Lord!s saying 
is a5 ;true of i,nstitutions as it is of indiv.iduals: "With
out me ye can do nothing." 

. . 
Our Utter Dependence Upon the Lord 

We begin then by emphasizing our utter dependence 
upon 'the Lord in every- depar,tment of our work and in 
every -phase of its activity. We recognize this principle 
in 'accepting s'tuden·ts for wes'eek only thos'e whose 
hear.t God- :has touched. Our fir-srt question to students 
is "Are you 'saved?" and ou'r second is, "Are you cal'led 
of God: to 'th'e ministry?" Only 'then do' we ask the 
,secondary though 'important questions. concerning their 
naturalaptirtude for i11he wo'rk of the Lord and their 
actual experience "in His service, 'and 'their acad.emic 
standing. . A missiona'ry who ha·s spent many years on 

. the foreign field told the wI'iter 'the other day that when 
s'he wern to 'apply for entrance ito a certtain Bible Co'l
lege, the princi·pal 'asked her to fill in the admliss'ion 
form. The fir-st question was, "Are you a Christian?" 
The 'principal '~as-tened to 'answer -the question ,for her 
-by saying, "Of course you are, or, you wQuldn't be 'here,." 
The YOUIlJg Iady, 'too, su:pposed that s'he was a OhriSlt'i'an 
for 'she wafb·a church member and 'had a desire ito serve 
her feHow-men. It was not till long after 'that ,she dis"
covere'd that to be a 'Christian in 'the Biblical -sense, she 
must meet -Ghrist for herself in·a personal way. We deem. 
·ilt of the 'greatest im!pOIitance :to hear from the lips of 
,prospective students of the· oIlJgo'ings of God upon their 

/ soul-so We likewise recognize 't~'at we· c!lnnot 'Prepare 
:them for ·the work unless 'they ,have already -heard the 
Master's 'voi~ calli:ng rthem. 

lit is difficult, 'indeed it 'is impossible, 00 determine at 
first 's·i'ght. whether or not a man has received the divine 
call '00 'the ministry,. but the record of what ,he has 
sought 'to do soheds much light on 'the mtatter and 'the 
way in which he makes proof of -his ministry while stiU 
a student is also eloquent. In Toronto Baptist Seminary 
we do not regard the miss,ion fieM and, 'the work of 
preaching assome'bhing far distant, to begin af1ter 



I 

~ . 

I. 

I 

Septem~er 21, 1950 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE (357) 13 

graduation 'and ordination. lit commences wJth the firs-t 
day of cla:s-ses and 'goes on 'throughout :the whole' term 
and during the summer "holidays" 'it takes on fresh 
meaning as the students go to their 'summer fields. In 

'this Scriptu'ra:J and practical way do our young men 
make their calling 'and eleotion 'sure both 'to them$elves 
and :to others. If in the course of time" a young man 
f'a'iIs-to give evidence of call to the work or ibis fitness 
for it,_ we regard it nott only aa. our bounden duty but 
also -as· a ~indneSoS :to :him Ito advise him to seek 'some, 
()Ither s·phere, of activity. A squa're peg iIi 'a rou'nd hole 
is 'always a sad spectacle, but in :the ministry 'it is a 
trage,dy, both for the man and fo'r 'the church. . 

"A Common Dimge~ and Calamity of the Church" 

I't is a source of very ,ser.ious weaknesos to 'Protestant 
denominations that ,they have ,pressed illlto th~ ranks of 
their ministry, men Who, despite rtheir'high·tra:indng, have 
neither d,iv,ine calHng 'nor Christian experience. Too 
often the churches 'have not :beeded 'the warning sounded 
in cl'arion tones 'by Richard Baxter nearly 'tliree hund'red 
years ago in 'h~s clas'sic Ri,eformed 'Pastor: 

"Ala~! it is the common danger 'and calamity. of the 
churdh, to have unregenerate and inexperienced pas
tors, a'nd to have so many men become prea,£hers be
fore they' a're Christians; wlho are sanctified by dedica
tion to the al,tar as the ,priests of God, before they are 
sanctined by hearty dedication 'as the disciples of 
Christ; 'and. so to worship an unknown God, 'and to 
'preach an unknown Christ, to pray througth. an un
,known Spirit, to recommend a state of holiness and 
communion with God, ·and a glory, and a happiness, 
which are 'aill unknown, and likely to be unknown to 
>them for ever.'" 

ers took speci'al care ,to 'tl'ain men who would care for 
tJhe souls of their fellows and teach them the Word of 
God. The enduring s'trength of the Evangelical Revival 
in England was ,in l'arge paJ;'t diueto !the attention the 
Wesleys paid 'to 'the 'supervision of ,their converts and to 
the' organization of bands of 'lay' preachers. lit was na
tural and inevitabletha't Spurgeon 'should found the 
PaSitors' CoHege, which carried qn and multiplied 'hds 
own great mimS/try. 

We in the Toronto Baptis't 'Seminary are not so spirit
ua)ly obtuse as if;o suppose that we can !hold a corner on 
grace, nor 'are we so spiritually ignorant 'as to ·be un", 
aware of the important and nece'ssary' place for careful 
study of 'the Word and. felIowSiM,p 'in the thing-s of God. 
Each one of us as 'believers must give an account of 

.. himself to God, hut His presence lis aloso promised' !to 
those who unite in common-prayer ,in the Saviour'S 
Name. We nave,already seen sornetMng of the blessing 
of ,God accorded to us as we have met with' one m'ind· in 
one place, and we pray that it may please If;;he Lord to 
grant even greater ou·tpouring of His 'Spirit in the future 
t~an ,in 'the .past. It i,s a teaC'her's greatest coII1lpensation 
to see his Sltudents d'eveloping 'and growing 'in power. 
It 'has been 'our joy in the Seminary to see men; who 
have come to us· with only rudimentary notions of Chris
tian doctrine -grow in knowled'ge and lay 'ho'ld upon the 
truths' of Ij;he Word with new and: deeper 'apprec'iation. 
This growth cannot the recorded ,in the form of 'academic 
credits. bu:t tho'se who 'have seen :i't, know the reality of 
it. Others 'have come :to us with strange ideas concern
ing .preaching and, a still 'Sitranger practice of ijiha.t art. 
But we have seen them! form an enlarged conception Qf 
what 'the pulpit can l]e and' even:buaI'ly 'become able and 

We are convin<;ed: that any contribu;tion the Seminary fai,thiul ministers of the Word. W;e 'are 'happy :to note 
can make to !the cause of rt'he 'Gospel wiltl ,no't be deter- th'alt Toronto Baptist Seminary has Igained 'a reputation 
mined' solely by the number' of 'i'ts grapuates but rathe'r for producing preach;ers, men who know the' BOQk and 
by their spiritual quality. We seek to maintain a high bel'ieve 'it and who have learned' ·how 'to ,procla,im its 
acad.emic level, and cel'lta,inly our course taxes the powers glorious tru'ths-. And best of ,al'l we have seen m'en and 
of the best studenits, bu,t tin everything dt lis our constant women -growing in grace and in the knowled.ge of ou'r 
purpose 'to hold 'before' both f'aauI:ty a:nd- ',Situ dents the Lord and Saviour Jesus 'Chr.isit. This is the explanation 
great goal of kIlX>Wing Christ 'and' the power of His of why our '$tudents' do not a'sk for Iar.ge established 
resurrection. This 'SOrt of knowledge comes omy frQm churches which will provide a sinecure where they may 
personal initercourse of the soul wjtJh its Saviour; the .. be at ease 'in Zion. T·hey 'are wHldng if;o 'endure 'hardness 
power 00£ 'the, Spirit cannot be monopoUzed by any institu- . as: ,good soldiers and to take up pioneer work in ddfficuolt 
tion or channelled through o~tward forms. Godi ·does places. One 'can feel 'the 's'piritual 'atnrosph~re' of the 
not -tie Himsel;f to mechanical means but :comes upon Seminary 'in the 'studem prayer meetings, in it'he: da.ily 
whom He will. chapel services, in 'the cl'ass rooms 'and' 'in the residences. 

. Whalt our. graduates have a'lreadoy 'accomplished by the 
The Mission of the Seminary grace of 'God ·is proof of Ithe quality of lfIhe work done by 

Thus, Toronlio BaptiSit 'Seminary clearly recognizes ,this insti'tution, but -it is our 'earneSt prayer that the 
both 'in theOry and in practice that, Uke 'aU human insti- Spir.it of th'e l'iving IGod may send' revival 'blessings' 
tUitions, it is }limited 'in its sphere of operations. It can- upon us, that 'Godi open 'tJh.e windows of heaven and pOU'r 
not do the work that God 'ha7s reserved ito Himself and out 'such. bleSlSling :tJhat we sh,aH n(ft be able Ito r'eceive it. 
does not ,profess 'to do it. But there is 'a task .for: us· ito 
do, and. we ·dare to believe that this ~minary h,aS been Relating Theory to Practice 
raised up 'of, God for 'the ,purpose of teaChing' the doc- From the beginndng of our work, we have stressed 
trines of grace to fai,thful men "who shall be a:ble if;o 'the va'lue o.f the close connection that exists between the . 
teach o:ther·s 'also" (II -Tim. 2 :12). In Old Testament Seminary and, Jarvis 'Street Church. Medical students" 
times bands of 'young men gathered' around the 'great are requ'ired! not only if;o s:tudy :tJhe :theory of medicine but 
prophet Elijah to learn from 'him and :to 'p'erpetu'ate 'hds to learn by actuall experience ,in the ward-s of the hospi
message. Our Lord ospenlt much of, His 'time OD' . earth . tals. Lawy~r.g, are required to serve a term of apprentice
teaching and tra-ining !the twelve watom He chose to be ship in a Jaw office. In eVery art 'and' science theory 
wi:bh IJ'im and to send ,forth to ,preach. In the Epistles' must 1!e related to practice. This ,is particularly necessaJ;tY 
ofPau'l there is much streS'S laid upon teachiing. "he ,in the work of Ijjhe m:inistry, wh'ere many of <the ch!iefest 
seeds· of the pure Go'spel were fir.st sown ,in England les-sons ,must be learned from l'ife rather than from -boob!. 
nearly two cen'turies b~fore '!the Reformation ·by WicIif's The Seminary forms 'an integral part of Jarvis Street 
hand of Poor Preadlu~rs. And 'in their day ibhe R'eform- Church, ,and' 'there our 's-tudents study the art of preacb\. 
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'ing and: of ,pastol"al work uQder the. example of a great 
'pU'lpit master. And,. there is ample, field for practical 
endeavour in·the great 'Sunday' school,' which ,includes 

, visitation of 'sCholars 'and ,door-to:..cIoor :worl,t. ." 
We receDJtly came upon' a. fine passage in a sermon :by 

prise, and 'as we 'open our doors for 'another. academic 
year, we oorne.stlY request the prayers of our frierids 
tn'at w~ may be speciaHy conscious of, the good p..and 

,of'our.'God upon us.-W.S.W. " ' 

Dr. John A. Broadus, delivered seventy years ago, that ORDINATION OF ' 
expresses o~r ideal dn this ma1Jter.. Said this great . ' , 
-Southern Baptist 'seh~Hlr :and educator: . MR~ B. R. OATLEY-WII;.LIS 

. . . . ' AT ESSEX 
.. 'The only way to' learn to preach is: to preach,' the . , . . . ' , -

fathers used:to say. ,Certainly .. The only way to learn to AN OR.DINATION -()Quncll caIIed by" ,the Essex Bap-
saw ,is to saw, or, to iearn' how~·to ma~e horse-shoes ·is,to ' ltist Ohil'rch, met BIt EsSex, Wednesday, September I. ' 

make. them. At, the same time, -it, is 'the experie,nce of '13bh. We h'ave ~t the official report before us, 'b~t we 
mankind tqat while some men take up these purswts and "all ,4-1.._'t ' II<' '~1...,,1.. 're e ted " ludi g' acquire some ski:ll ,from "th~ii practice, yet it is usually ,rec ,W,Jel; e ,.,ven ,,-,.urUl:es ,were ,rep s n ,mc. n.' " 
better for 'a man who 'purposes to' be.a mechanic, to work 9alvary 'Church, ,Ottawa, B~rean Cpurcll, Sudbury, VIC-

, in his, early attempt~. under the guiaance and wiUl Jibe ,toria Ave~ Ohurch, Hami'lj;<inj Jarvis. St-:Ohurch, Toron-. 
coIT«:cti<?n and e~courageme!lt of those :wh~ are far ahe~d to j' 'Gourtlan~ Ohurchj 'Campbell Ave. IChurch, WindsOrj 
of. him 10 expepence; and if men have .found tha~ so 10 ,Tilbury 'Church' HarristOn Church' EsseX 'Church' De-
all 'the mecharucal ·arts, why should we 'be surpnsed to .. ' ." . , ' ' 
find .it 'so in :the 'great'work of life' 0f'whiCh the

l 
apostle troIt·'Ohurch; and i~e 'Guelph Church. , ' . 

speaks? '.f't. workman 'th'at needeth not to 'be ~hamed.' " Rev. H .. C. Slade was: elected .Moderator, and Rev. 

, 'Past Accomplishments . , 
'. Already we have 'seen some OnIDe fru,its of the"Semi
nary. Many churches have been established,' old ones 
rev;iveo. We ,th'ink of the meinbers of laSt, year's gradu
ating class .wi:th, special 'joy" as '\yin those wh~ read the 
accounlt' of 'the ordipa.'tJion serv~ce of Rev. B. OaJtley-WHlis 
on another 'page of this' is'sue. .or take 'as another ex-

. ample the 'Frendh-'Canadian work 'in Northern Ontal'lio 
and in Northern 'Quebec. This work.begaIli in ri:he Sem
inary -French cIass:es and has' 'bee'n carried ,on:' ve.ry 
largely Oy :men and women who caught,;the vi&i()n of .it 
here and received' both tileir, -biblical and lingujStic 
knowled,ge in: 1Jhese h'aHs.. AU 'about us are other misSiion 
fields that are whii~ ·unito' harvest and' await only ·the 
labourers Wlhom our Lord sohall send out; We speak not,. 
Oldy 'of F·rench 'Canada 'but of Engosh 'Canada, arid not 
only of~tlhis Dominion but of .. the World.' 'God ,give us 

'mep., me~'of ithe right sort, men of Hi-s own chooSli~g .. 

. A Joint .StoCk. Enterpr;iSe 
~. In closing, 'we venture 'to remind'our readers pf the 

financial needs' in maintaining such' a school as this. . A 
few \\reeks 'ago when 'preaching at. one 01. our churches, a ' 
student of our ,Seminary handecLthe writer.'an envelope 
with the request Ithat &t be' del'ivere!i to"the Presidenit., 
On 'being, opened! it was' fou'nd :to con'tadn twenty-~ve 
doUars for the upkeep ~f the sd!tool. HoW this ,pal"ticu~ 
studeDJtmanaged ;to scrape .together such a 'sum mu'St' 
remain 'something of .. mystery, but it was all, 'the more 
welcome on· accoun:t of the ,pove'rty of the'donor:aJid still 
more so because it betokenedttthdsstudent's appreCiation 
of what we· are 'attempting fu do in rtJhe Seminary. In' 
elosing we. vent,u':r;e to borrow' another 'paragraph from 
bhe above-mentioned address by Dr. Johll "'A. Broadus: 

", 6. .. " .' • •• 

GeoffreY,A4,ams, 'Clerk. By a ,motion of :the E5se.X Church 
th~ {;Jdunci'l thus consti'tuted was accepted, hy the' church, 
to 'act in the church's behalf and with its cooperation. 
, The candid'8!te 'gav.e a', bri~f, ·qut CQin'Prehensive, state
ment, With which_the Council ,expressed' its complete 
satis-faction; and a' motion to proceed! ito ordinaJtion was 
unanimously carried. " .,' '. , 
. As ,the hou'r was stiH eru:ly, it was decidedjo proceed 

. -with' 'pa,rt 9f 'the p~gramme immedi'81tely. Rev. George 
Olley, of Calvary 'Church; Otj;awa, 'gave the charge to the 
candidate, which was really ~ ad'~iI:ab~e expoai,tion' of 
,Paul's, ehaI:geto ·the . Elders of. Ephes!l's. Rev. John ' 
,Byers of' Victoria· Ave. 'Ohurch, Hanulton; gave ·the 
charge to 'the church. In this· Broltlier Byers ran' true 
to form. His ail'dress was whofiy sCriptural. It was 
characterized 'by wholesome- exposNiion and'Mr. Byers' 
usual sparkling numour.:, ,- , 

There' was a large ,garonering in Ibhe 'afternoon, several 
car-loaas' 'attending from 'J:arvis ·St., 'Courtland,.and TH~ 

I ' 
'pury,as weH as, .we'!luppo~e, a large number,f1Vm E8Sex 
and vicinity. . ,. 

We Wondereil how 'the ladies of Essex would manage 
'1;0 entertain so large ,'a company, but ;they did it wi:tb. per
fect ease, and on the most generous, seale. There were 
two: s~btings, and' we be'iieve fua~ when atl were. "sufficed" 
there was still "enough and to 'spare." , 

The church was crowded at :the everringservice, which ' 
:was presided over ·by the Moderator. The Mintites .. of 
'the, decision o,f the 'Council in the afternoon, were read 
by Rev. Geoffrey ,Adams. ,The Ordination: P'r-ayer 'wa:s' 
offered 'by the former Pastor, Rev. John HuDJter, of ~~ 
troit, ··and the ordination sermon was preached by iflhe 
Pastor of Jarvis Street Ohurch. , 
Th~ occasion~ was 'an experien¢e of ,delightful ,fellow

~s'hip, wh-i<ili always obtains where there is the unity of 
,the Spirit. . " . '''When I go to 'a rich man and say, 'Come help us, won't 

.< . you, in this enterprise,' I present to 'him a joint-stock 
. conc~rn, a yery ,popular ·idea now-a-days,' an ,investnient 

whiCh will yield !him.large diyidends, and whioh wi'll last a 
long .. time . . . There 'are, no investments !n ~e ~vilized 

. The beJiediction. was pronounced by Rev. Bert R. Oat-~' ,,' 
ley-Willis. ' . 

, world so permanent 'as investments in institutions of ed~- . 
cation and religion. : . A man who wants to·'put money 
which' God 'has enabled him to gather where it ,wiH last 

'''lhen he is gone, doing the work'that he has chosen ,for 
it 'in the long 'centuries _to come; must . choose a mode of 
investment'in some institu'tipn of education 01-" ,religion; 

'. and i,f it be combined, an institution of oouca·tion and of 
religion, of course aU the better." , ' 

'Toronto Baptist 'Seminary 'is such a· joint-stock 'enter-

SECURITY 
Without Christ, the matters of this world are but a .' 

. puzzied maze. Poor blinded man sees' nothing as it realIy 
is. He knows not the true end of bein'g. He takes the 
tinsel to be, goIci. He, counts the gold \ as droSs. He 
treasures up the chaff as' wheat. He casts the' precious 
grain as. playthings to the wind . . . He profits, ,no one, 

"and he ruins i\elf.---,HENRY LAw. ' . 
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THE ABERDEENSHlRE REVIVAL OF 1859 Then, he pr~yed" speaking to God with the 'simplicity 

I N 1859, the Heavenly rain-:cloud that so ,mightily re- 9f, a child addressing his father. 
0 

As he continued! in 
.freshed the American Church in "the previous year., prayer there was a movement at .the door. Someone en

croS8e~ 'the Atlantic, outpoured 'upon Ulster an unspeak- tered-, then apot~er and ano1Jler. The people were all com
able blessing, 'and, 'then hovered' .over the whole extent 'ing back! For, on their homeward way, ,even as they were 
$If the British Isles: Nowhere 'was the effusion more criticizing "the poor discour~e" they had just hearCl, a Di
'marvellou"s' tha~ in Aberdeenshire. For some years be- vine hand 'arrested them land.. com~l1ed them to. return! 
'{ore, ~any had mourned in secret the long spiritual And now" all c~ld ind~ff~reI).Ce was gone. The simplest 
dearth and; as God's set ,time approached, these gathered word pierced and melted their hearts. Soon the whole, as
into little praying Igroups th~oughout ,the co'unty. In sembly, children, youths and maidens, fathers and moth-

, Aberdeen itself there ,were not a few of these watchful ers, were bathed in tears at, the feet of Jesus. Old Mr. 
bands' of intercessors, the largest meeting on Saturday Garioch, the minister of' the church, was 'transportea. 
evenings in the F'ree N~rth ·Church. His face ~hone' like an 'angel's, and that ni'ght a work 

It waS . surely. in ans~er to these prayers, that. Regi- of grace began that continued' for months and entirely 
nald :a.a<lcliffe, a Liverpool solicitor, came'to Aberdeen at transfo~ed the com~unity. 
the close of 1858. He came' to~ conduct a ten days' If there were space, 'one would fain tell the' story of 
mis'sion. ' It extended to five months. In the most un- James Turner, the, Peterhead cooper, who 'continued 
pretentious fashion. he' ,began in the 'small Mission Hall ~adclj.ffe's· :wor,k. He, was devoid of learning, and had 
of Albion Street Congregational Church.,' Here he was no gift o( utterance~1 He was a consumptive, and when' 
content to labour :first 'amongst the 'boys and girls, 'but his g'reat task commenced, a dying consumptive, whose 
soon men 'and wome~ came to hear: his s~imple and earnest , days were nigh numbered. He iWas little in stature, his 
appeals'. His' message 'breathed the love Of God in its voice' was, feeble, his eye deformed by a squint. 'But 
infinite tenderne~s, but, was full of terrible warning to thi·s frail, disfigure~', vessel was "filled with a, passionate 
the Christ-rejector, calling eonstantly for .instant de- love tQ Jesus Christ, an intense hungering compassion 
cision. 'Soon old :Greyfriars' Parish Church was opened. ,for 'souls, and 'an invinci'ble' faith -in God ..... He could pray! 
to 'him, and the work then ,greW, with ~great rapidity, ~he~efore God! was able to lift him up, out of weakness 
until ,the whole city was deeply' moved, He frequently made him 'strong, and in two erowded years of glorious 
preached six or seven . times, on 'the Sunday, and so life, He, used ,the dying consumptive to win for Him 
great wal!! the hunger for the W(>rd, that' wheneve'r a ~ e'ight thousand souls! .on December 6th" ,in the little 
Congregation dJ's-persed, the' wruting multitude without fishing village of St. Combs, he began his memorable 
at once poured 'in' and a'gain filled,the place. ,IIJ,ission., From 'vill~ge to village he w~nt, and every-

I:t became 'known that'in' the holi'se of Mr. Brand in where along the'sea coast his course was marked 'by the 
Dee Place, anxious inquirers' 'Would be welcomed. 'To'- t~ail of Div-ine, fir~; As :he went on, the blessing in- -
tms' house many flocked at the close of the serVices creased, ,'and his coming was awaited, with intense eager· 
and every roojn 'was .filled with weeping penitents. O~ ness, &;nd t~en, 'as happens .-when Revival reach~s.its, 

','the Broadhill and on the links by the seashore'inemo~a!ble flood tide, ,a wave o~ great JOy passed over the people. 
meeting!!! Iwere held, ~a:nd here Duncan Matheson, ,wit.h T'heY thronged around him ,andl marched in a 'body from 
George 'Campbell, James Smith, Dr. Duncan and other ·town to town, singing as only,those can sing Who have 
zealous miriistez:s of :the dty, co-operated with Mr. Rad- dr,unk "t~e Royal'wine o.f Heaven," 'the joy unspeakable 
c;liffe. 'For a time, Divine things forme(,i the one absorb- 'and fuU of glory. In thIS ,way he ,at .Iasi; ,reached Banff, 
ing ,theme of ,conversation". People might 'be s'een reading 'and the night of' March 10th is one much to be remem-

,the Bible in the' railway carriages 'and in, the 'streets bered 'by the Ohurch ther.e. It 'was found i~poS8ible to 
and evencusoomers in the shops when, they had com: d·ismiss th(i! people, and throJIgh the whole night the 
pleted ,their purchases, would ~ake wistful enquiries great reaping went on'. Many of the most notorious 
~ to the way of salvation.. , ' .. sinners in the town w.ere saved, 'ap.d rria~y who first saw 

-- A passion for prayer,and for the Word, of God seized the, Lord that ni'ght went forth to declare His glory in' 
the converts. They spent many hours tQgethez: in ,prayer- aU:parts pf the· earth. Turner had much of the,spIrit of 
ful 'study., and in Ru'blslaw QUl!l'ries, all-night prayer ~':Cheyne" !1nd hi-s ~d ~!l8 like, hi.s" The matchless, 
meetings were held. As in every. Reyival, th~~ praying !?ve ~f '9hr l'st"filled, hIS VISion, 'an4 hIS last,words were, 
converts 'became' most potent evangehsts, theIr abundant ChrIst IS all. 
life overflowing in soul-winning service." Organized by Time testedl the Aberdeenshire Revival' and proved 
Mr. Radcliffe, in whom the gift of wise leadership was that it had the enduring quality of its na:tiye granite. 
fully coI}.secrated, they went forth to ·the surrounding Fifty yearS! 'after, at. a jubilee celebration meeting in 
districts; ~d Aberdeen 'became a 'fount of spiritu'allife 1~10, a ,~ultitude gave t~anks to IGo" for its precious 
1;0 the whole coun~y. ' and abiding fruits,' manifest not only in the county it-

In, the little town of Old Meldrum, Radcliffe's faith self, but in ,every part of the world. The material results 
was' tested in' 8.: very striking manner. The ,Free Blone have arrested the careless eye. A 'gentleman once, , 
Chureh was Cl'Qwded to hear hit:IJ.. :Expecting an .address drew his friend's attention to severlll rows of Peautiful 

,Of extraotdinary eloquence, the people were greatly cOtta!ges. "Loo'k! these houses have sprung up as!"if by 
disappointed, by the simple, unadorned message of the 'magic in room of the wretched hovels in-whieh the fisher 
evangelist. At the cl(jse the workers gathered about 'him folk used to live. Formerly the money that eame from the 
in dis~ay. Not one person had remained ,in response to deep salt. sea went down into the depths of that' more 
his 'appeal. But now. the God of wonders revealed Him- dark and bitter sea, the public-house. ' All 'that is 
self through the man who utterly trusted Him. "Friend'S," changed. The, Revival came. The public-house W!lS dried 
said Radcliffe, ''haye faith in God. Let us' ask God to up to the ',bottom, and' you see the hard-won earnings 
'send- them back." of the fish~rmen' 'i:n,,' these handsome and comfonll!ble' 
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homes. Revival is a reality here. You can see it, you 
can touch it, you can.measure it, you can go into it and 
be sheltered-·by it, and taste some of its material sweets!" 

Its spiritual fruits? 'Eternity alone wii!' disclose how 
much Abel'deenshire owes, under God, to Reginald. Rad
cliffe and James Turner.-Old Time Revivals. 

I 

Bible School Les'son Outline 
Vol. 15 Fourth Quarter Lesson 1 October I, 1950 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

EZRA'S JOURNEY 
Lesson·Text: Ezra 8:21-36. 
Golden Te~t: "The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, 

and his ears are open unto their cry."-Psa. 34:15. 

I. The Arrangements: verses 21-30. 
In the Providence of God the first band of captives, number

ing some 50,000, set out.for the homeland in 535 B.C. (Ezra 
1, 2). Under the direction of Joshua and Zerulbbabel the 
sacred institutions were re-established, and in spite of every 
obstacle, the temple was rebuilt and dedicated about 516 B.C. 
('Ezra 3~6). In the follo~ing year ,Ezra the scribe, who "had 
prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord and to do it," 
was constrained to lead a second and smaller band of 1,754 
pilgrims back to Palestine (Ezra 7:1-10, 8:1-14). 

The· exiles desiring to return ·had assembled on the banks 
of the River Ahava, the identification of which is uncertain, 
but it would seem to 'be a river in Babylon, near a city 'of 
the same name, chosen as a convenient rendezvous. There 
they pitched their tents and rested in preparation for the 
long journey (Ezra 8:15). . _ ~ 

What a profitable three days for the travellers! Ezra' 
surveyed the host and found that no priests of Levi were to 
be found' in the company. He forbore to lead the exiles 
without priests who would be responsi'ble for the worship of 

. God. Doulbtless most Of the priests had gone to Jerusalem 
with the "first band, 'but more were now summoned, men 
called and chosen according to the will of God (Ezra 8:18). 
Are we as careful to be spiri4J.ally prepared for every new 
undertaking (Esther 4:15-17; Dan. 2:14-18; Lk. 6:12-16)? 

In the meantime Ezra had proclaimed a time of special 
feasting -and prayer.' He would not pres"ume to undertake 
the leadership, 01' allow' 'the people to travel without the 
presence and power of God, without His good hand being 
upon them (Ezra 7:6, 28; 8:18; Ezek. 1:3; 8:1; 37:1). At the 
River Ahava the people took time to afflict their souls (Lev. 
16:29; 23:129; Isa. 58:3, 5), to search their hearts that they. 
might be made ready to receive a revelation from ·God as 
to .the right path they must travel for -a safe and successful 
journey ('Psa. 5:8; 16:11; 27:11; 36:9; 107:7; 119:35). How. 
necessary that we should wait upon the Lord before taking 
'lny importan:t step or making any decision! 

This earnest prayer for guidance and protection was es
pecially necessary, inasmuch as Ezra did not wish to askJor 
the usual military escort. This would have Ibeen the logical 
procedure, but the leader of the Jews had evidently told the 
king a'bout the faithfulness of God in protecting His own. 

, (Psa. 33:18, 19; 34:15, 22). For the sake of the testimony 
to thrs he~then king t:he naible scribe put his whole trust in 
the Lord (Psa. 125:1; Provo 3:5, 6). Nor was· he disappointed; 
his prevailing prayer, accompanied by' such perfect trust, was 
abundantly answered (Isa. 19:22; Jas. 1:5, 6; 5:16). 

Ezra prayed dith his full heart for a prosperous journey, 
then put forth every effort to help answer bis prayer (Neh. 
2:4, 5; 4:9). He planned the expedition wisely and carefully. 
Human organization is not sufficient in the work of the Lord 
(2 Cor. 2:16; 3:5), but directed 'by the Spirit of God, it has 
its place. The work of God is too ·s·acred to 'be done in a 
careless or indifferent manner; it deserves our best. 

Ezra did not take all the responsibility upon his· own 
shoulders; but wisely dis'tributed burdens amon,g the priests 
(Exod. 18:17-25). In the Christian church each member of 
the body of Christ has his own peculiar duty to perform. 
How :splendid -if each one would realize and obey this Scrip-
tural principle (Mk. 13:34; 1 Cor. 12:4-11)! ' 

As Ezra weighed out the treasures to be carried by the 

. priests, he gave them a solemn charge, based upon three 
facts. They must ever remember that their persons were 
holy unto the Lord (Exod. 28:36; Isa. 52:11); that the vessels 
and utensils were holy unto the Lord, to !be used for no .other 
purpose but the sacred services of the temple (1 Kings 8:4); 
that the free-will offering,,' which they carried were holy unto 
the Lord, holy gifts consecrated to His glor.y (Heb. 13:15, 16). 
Christian workers in our, day need to be reminded of these 
three facts. • 
. The priests were charged in the name of the LOi-d to guard 

the trea{'lures committed to th~ir care and in due time present 
them to the proper guardians at Jerusalem. So did our 
Saviour pledge the Father to watch over the precious souls 
given to Him as a gift, -to keep them securely and to present 
them faultless before the -throne (John 17:6-12; .Eph. 5:27; 
Jude 24). Preachers, teachers' and Christian workers have 
received a similar charge (Col. 1:~8; 2 Tim. 1:14; Heb. 13:17). 

II. 1le Arrival: verses 31-36. . 
No outward token of prosperity can taKe the place of the ' 

favour -and blessing of God: The hand of God was upon these 
holy pilgrims, and notwithstanding all the difficulties and 
hazards involved when this !;land of 1,754. persons made their 
way across desert, mountain and stream, they were carned 
safely to their journey's end (Psa. 107:30). Surely this was 
a stupendous miracle of four months' duration (Deut. 8:2-4, 

. 11-16; Ezrll 7:9). They had been delivered from all evils, 
including the fierce d~sert tribes who roamed a-bout the 
country. So will our Saviour preserve us, and He will bring 
us safely at last into the promised haven, delivering us from 
all our foes ('2 Tim. 4:18). 

As the large caravan arrived in Jerusalem, the people 
rested for three days, as they had rested three days ,before 
setting out from Babylon (v. 15). Doubtless their former. 
prayer was· now changed to praise, as they gave thanks to 
the Lord for His protecting and preserving care (Psa. 
107:1-8). Gratitude is a rare, but becoming quality among 
Christians. ' 

The time had come for the priests to give an account of 
the treasures which had been committed to their charge. 
They would rejoice greatly ·to hand over the vessels, the 
silver and gold, all intact (2 Tim. 1:12); 'M·ay thi,s joy !be ours 
(!\fatt. 25:14-30)! 

Not content with yielding praise with their lips only, the 
Jews, released from their captivity, offered burnt-offerings, 
symbolizing their wholehearted devotion to the Lord, and 
Sin-offerings, in -acknowledgement that they were not 'Yorthy 
of His sovereign mercy and grace in delivering them. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
Sept. 25-The Han.d of God upon Ezra .. _ ... _ ........ Ezra 7:1-10. 
Sept. 26-T,l).e Hand of God upon the King ..... _ .... Ezra 7:11-28. 
Sept. 27-The Hand of God upon the Priests ...... Ezra 8:15-20. 
Sept. 28-The Hand of God upon the Sinful People _ Ezra 9. • 
Sept. 29-The Hand of God upon the Separated Ones 

. Ezra 10:1-17. 
Sept. 30-The Hand of God upon Ezekiel _ ...... _ ..... Ezek. 3:10-21. 
Oct. I-The Hand of God upon Daniel ........ _ ..... Dan. 10:10-21. 

SUGGESTED HYMNS 
Precious promise God h~th given. He leadeth me. AILthe 

way my Saviour leads me. Abide with me. Saviour, like 
a shepherd lead us. Under His wings. 

When wi'll ta1kers refrain from evil-speaking? When 
.listeners refrain from evil-hearing .---IHARE. 

GOSPEL WITNESS PUBLICATIONS 
(Reprints) 
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"The Gre .. test Fight in the World", by C. H. Spurgeon,. 
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"BI .. k~ney'$ Popery in Its Social Aspect", 31~ page. _ .. _ ... _ 1.00 
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