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W4t '3)urnis &trr:et ,ulpit 
"'Art Thou He That· Should' Come?" 

A Sermon· by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis Street Ba¢J.st Ohurch, ,Toronto, on a Sunday Evening. 
(Stenographica[ly Reported) 

"Now when John had Beard in the pilson·the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples, 
"And said unto him, Art thou he ·thaJt should come, or do we look for another? . -
"Jesus answered and said unto't~em, Go and shew John again 'those thi!lgs which ye do heal' and 

see: . 
"Tohe Iblind receive their ISight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the­

dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 
"And blessed is-he, whosoever 'shall not ,be offended in me."-Matthew,11:2-6. 

Prayer before the Sermon 
We have corne, 0 Lord our 'God, io' worship Thee, We 

remInd 4urselves, as we Ibaw in Tohy presence, of Thy dread­
ful holiness. Our 'God is a consummg fire. 'Therefore we 
would corne reverently. We would corne before Thee in the 
way of Thine appointment. We have read !that no man can 
see the face of God and live. We thank Thee for Him Whom 
Thou hlllst appointed to be our Mediator; Who has veiled the 
lighlt of Thy glary in our human flesh; and who, Iby conceal­
ing 'some of its dreadfulness, has revealed Thine infinite 
grace.' We thank Thee that many of us know that God 
Who 'ccmtmanded the light ·to 'shine out of darkness, hath 
Shined in our hearts, to give the light 'Of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. We bless Thee 
for His word: He that hath seen me hath seen the Father. 

We corne, therefore, with boldness 'to Thy !throne, ·becau!lle 
it is a throne of grace. We ,bow at 'the mercy 'seat. We 
make mention of that wIliich is our confidence, even the 
sprinkled 'blood 'Of 'the Lamb of God. We rejoice' that for 

. His sake 'Thou dost receive even sinful men-and such are 
we, all of us. We rejoice 'tha~ 

Th~re,is a FoUntain filled with blood, 
'Drawn from Immanuel's veins. 

Many of us in 'this ~o:ngrega'tion this evening Dve ex­
perienced the power of thil.t cleansing- iblood. We desire that 
tonight Jesus Christ may be magnified. He is the only 
God we know. No man ha'th seen God at 'any ti~e; the only 
begotten S'On, which is in 'the bosom of the Father, 'he hath 
declared ~im. Therefore we wO,rship ~ee as the One Whom 
Jesus Christ 'has revealed Ito our wondenng eyes. 

Haw much. we all need Thee this evening! :I'he maturest 
saint, the 'One who has Ihad the longest experience of Thy 
faithfulness, needs a divine visrtation. Forbid 'that we should 
ever count thalt we have apprehended. Help us to forget 
,the things that are behind, and to press on to that which 
aw~its thE! appropriation of faith. 

It may be there are some who, in the heaJt of the day,' are 
still !bearing the 'burden, some who are perhaps weary With 
the Journey. We pray tha't all 'such may get·-a new View 
of Christ. Thou dos't appear to Thy disciples ever in some 
new form. Thou art ever unfoldIng 'some new gl'Ory tq our 
view. We 'beseech Thee Ito come'to as this evening, that' 
Jesus Ohrist may be nearer and dearer to every one of us. 

'We commend to Thee those who are still in darkness, those 
Who have heard of Jesus 'Christ, bu't who 1tave never seen 
Him.. who 1tave never been tOllched by Hi's saving grace and 
gwcKened into, newness of life. May the life-g'iviag word, 
by the power of the Holy Ghast, effect :their salva'tion this 
evening! .'. ' . 

Graciously draw near to all 'assemblies of the sain'lls, we 
pray rhee. Be present in the niids't of Thy 'people wherever 
the gospel of Thy saving gra:ce is procbiimed, whe'ther it be 
In the grea't congregaJtion, 'Or in the remote country places 
Where there are but few, or if it be 'that the word is spoken 
simply by the wayside to one weary traveller-Oh, may the 
miracle of Jacob's well be repeated! May the /blessing of 
Heaven attend the proclamation of the truth of the gospel 
everywhere throughout the world. ' , 

. Make us in this place peculiarly aw'a.re of Thy nearness. 
Corne to us as we open Thy word. May our hearts burn 
within us as we shall be conscious of the presence of Another 
Whom we do no't see, and Who opens to us the Scripture. 
T8.ke Ws service and use it, for the glory of Thy grea't name, 
in the salvation of men, and in the edificlition 'Of such as 
believe; for Jesus Christ's sake, Amen. .. 

The text 'pres'ents a very. interesting and- instructive 
study in human temperament, and affords an illuminating 
illustration of the varying moods to whi'ch even the' 
godly are subjeCt. Why did John the Bltpti-st ask- so 
strange '8. question of the One Whom 'he himself intro­
duced to ·men as "the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world"? 
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Did John' send his· diSciples' for his d·isciples' sak~'? 
Knowing th'eir master's worth., and' 'his .unfaiilng,·fidelity 
to fruth, werG -theSE! d~sciples' :a:' litt!e~eip}exed wh~ri 

._ 'they heard o:CJesus as the MessIah? DId they wonder 
why One .pOssessed 'of- sucliauthority should' permit 
one so worthy-as John to lah'guis.h 'in. prison? If that', 
be the explanation, then the text·· reflects. a' tlo,ubt"fu'l ' 
mind on, the Part of. John's ·disJ!ipiles; while, 'in r'espeC't . 
to John' himself, ·it shows 'that 'he was. convinced that .' 
the disciples had, but to meet with ~Jesus, 'and' feel .the . 
pow~r 'of Hii:!: perscmality! to find .in: His .. presence .the ' 
a.nswer to all their questioning. . . ,. , 

The 'resOlution expressed in.one of our hymns in simple 
.language is profoundly wi~e :_ ,r,' 

'1tbi Oio5~tl ~'~it~t5·S~.,' . 
attb', . 

.'. '~nt~6t~n..t. . ~bUn('(,l" •. 
I)ub~hed' '~verj Thuilcbay ·for. ~e propagation of 'the 
Evange6cal prindples of the ~rotelltant. Reformation and . 

_in· defence of' the" 'faith ~ilce delivered to the Saints.· . 
,!a.DO Per Year. 'P~atPald to any idliren. i'Oc, Per Slngl.e Copy •. 

. .' ".' 
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. BdIIiW 
T. T. SHIELDS- , 
AuOdate BdllOr, - . 

.;. . .. 

_ "'. t. _" 

"A-J.l my -d.oubts-I give to Jel!~s'! " W.'I. WHITCC!MBE, M.A. ~o~.) 
.. I've-His gracious promise heard-:- OL~ L c:iARK, Ph.D: (Tor.) 
I"'S'hilll never be confounoed'....!., . ..' S'. S;'I;:elion iJRdB".chtmgc! . . 

tI I ·I!.m· trustJng in that word." "I ~m ncit aahamed of' the goapel of Chrlat."-Romana 1 :18. 

Did John ~end his disGfples- ~ Jesus 'Christ sjmply .. ~ .', ·AddrcSl 'corre~e:··. , 
. that t~ey rpi'ght 'see'Hi-ni, and hea.'r'Him"and'find 'all . THE GOSPEL'WITNESS 

" ,their dou'h.ts dissolved in the· light· of . truth ?'" Is. there . " I . . ..' . 
.' - - , ' 130 Gerrard Street East, Tor.onfo 2,.Canada··' 

'. hot.rather;a probabi-lilty that John was hiros'elf perplexed? .. . • _ '. Teleph~"e 'RAndolph 7416 ,.,:' . 
And- ho'w 'great ~a: man he :wail! Y01,l -remember how our. ' Reglatered ~ble Addreeai ~arwlt8eril; ~anada 
Lord said, "What went ye out into the wjldernes's, to. , , , " 
s~? A reed. sha~en, ~ith the win~? ~ut'what went :f~. himself was of a doubtful" mind, ~'r 'his' disciples were. 
out ~or to see? A man.'cl~th~d iI). .'soft. rai~ent? Behol~, .In any.·.ca,se,· John. had. the ~!scernm~n,t·tQ. sen.d·~h~'~, ~o 
they tha~ wear .. soft 'cloth mg. are m .kmgs hou~es., But the Lord. Jesus -for a m~ssage f-or hImself or .for them· 

. wh~t went ,ye 'out for to ·'see, A prophet.? ~ea, I say unto selves'.. Tlle pr(,)per perSQn to whom all the dJifficul-ties 
.you, an,d more -than' a prophet. F~r thIs I'S he, 'of .whom of. life should be broU'ght is, the 'Lord of glory, Who is 
. it is written, Behold, I' send ~Y' messeIig!!r before thy Himself the 'Sum. of eternal wisdom,' . . 
face, w:hicl:t s<hal~, prepare. thy. way. 'before thee. Ver?-ly, I . The fact -is, dear friends, we are all in prison.' I know . 
I .say unto you" ,Among th~m thaf ar~ born of. wo~e? very wel.l tha~ our 'sp~rits have been lilierated, but even 
·th~re_ hath ?ot :rIsen agreate~ than John the, B~ptl:st. free spirits ,sometimes fail ,to "stand ·fast. in, the liberty' 

But did John have ··his doubts? Had he his changing . wherewith G::hrist hath made us free," that even they '" ". ". moods as 'we have? Did clouds sometimes o:bscul'e ~the . become "entangled. again .with th~ yok~ of. 'bol!dage." 
- . sun from him? And did.·he ~xam'ine again the o.ld fo~n- Even' the godliest 'become imprisoned py ..thei~ circum· 

dations'? Had he, as we· so often' .must, to go .back in stances, and ,not infrequently "by their own varying tern, 
~pe'primary class and learn the alpha:bet. of Christian 'per' and their vacillafing disposition. We find ourselves 
experience over again?···· cribbed, cabine!i,-. 'I!.nd confined. ,Do.ubts as~ail us. - We 
. Ah, you must not forget that John heard "in the begi.n 'to ask :ourselves questions like. this : "Am, thou he 
prison" the works .of Christ; and a man's understanding that sliouM come, or do we look for andther ?" 
of anytnill'g will be 'largely coloured by the circumstances .,' 
under which he·.hears it .. i think it was Mr. Spurgeon. L 
who once said tha:t there was no ,use to try to 'get pe9ple- When certain people asked John who he .. was, he reo 
converted who 'had 'c~ld feet. I have often felt it difficult fused to ,give hi"s name-not pecaus.e he was asham~d of 
to preach' in a heavY,atmosphere. . ' . it, but 'because. it was n!>t worth· me'ntioning .. Resaid, 

JO'hn heard· ·'in the prison" 'the works .of Christ, and "I am the voice of one crying. in the wilderness. 'I am' 
John was accustomed tri the spaciousness of the wilder· just 'a D.'a-meles'8 voice.; put .tp,a,t do~n to ~y accOunt." 
ness, l!nd to the flavouI: of 'wild ·-honey. When he was And in this he wa's a voice crying in th-e wilderness',. and 
shut within ·the prison, and his life was contracted and' it ~.as THE' VOICE OF UNIVERSAL llUMANEXPERzENCE. We 
shut. away frQm th~ . birds, and ~he bees,' and the sun, are' all asking··this question: Has. He arrived? Have we 
and the stars, I do not wonder .if he wa~' a little depreSsed. received the u'ltimate answer to .all life's "q1,lestions? 
"Were you ever· cast down? Did you ever feel o'ut of . Have w~ reached.' finaiity? 'Is there an"ything better 
sorts with, your circumstances, and' with other people.-- beyond? Art thou he that shou1ld Come? - Have we pass~d 
an:d perhaps even with yourself? It may be 'that John. thrQugh :the.last doort Or 'are there other doors yet·-,to 
was troubled by his 'companionship. 'It is a' poor busin~ss open hefore us? Are we still to be looking-for another? 
to keep company with yourself sometimes ... ·It is. often . 'People arle always looking for another, always hoping 
the worst company you can have. He turned over these for a better day,. We are saved by 'hope; and even natural 
problems in' his mi Itd , and asked over 'again questions men, whp kn~w I).othing of dIvine grace or spiritual illumi­
th;lit he long ago ,suppos.ed ,had .. been for ever settled. He .nation, 'Cherish a 'kind :Of iilstinctive Messianic hope: .1 
sent two .of his disciples to Jesus with this question, kno'w it is different from ,that hop~ that is grounded upo.n 

, "Art thou he tha't shou'ld. come, or do we look for a supernatural reve1a:tion of the divine' pUrPo~e and ' 
another?" • promise: it is a hope 'that differs ':both in kind, .and de-' 

I shall ndt be· dogmati'c as to which of ,these two inter~ gree; but It is a ·hope. I Jp.ean that even the children of· 
pretations i's the correct one: it means that eithe~. John darkness lie down beneath the stiirs with some hope of 
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the morp,ing, and that: even wh~re there is, a fearful paradise 'by ,that road,.ari,d sa.ys, "Is )here nobody ,but 
'l{)oking f()l; of judgment they nave a faint; subdued, and , you 'to "guide -me?' . Art .thou he' that sho u I'd' come, or, 
perhaps unformulated; in-articulate, hope"that'somehow, must I look for, anoiher?" , " , , 
fro~.'somewhere, someone 'wiH 'appear who wil'l ,eiibher " Thus'also is the:prophet of the mind, the word which 
avert or, mitigate' the threatened calamity; and thai 'per- , inspires to.intellectual'pursU'its:anq ,achievements;teated 
haps ai-tel" a'l,I .. , life ~oids' something better ,than 'that, 'at l,as~, There is a deli'ght"of the mind, It is, po,ssibl~, 
which is now experienced. , ' , , " ," even mentally, ,to k~ep under'the body, 'ana to find pleas-, 

Everybody, I"s'ay, cherishes, such a';h~pe~' In all stages. ',ure in the exercise'of one's mep.ta;t powers. IThat,prophet 
of deYelopme,p.t, ap.d degrees 'of civilization, in all modes , introduces, us perhaps to Ii' worthier world,' and tg .Ii 
and phases-of Hfe, the Individual-and the ra:ce, owe' whalt-, vas-ter realm, :and bikes us on a long~r' journe~; but when 
ever progress is made to an iniltinctixe"h9P'e oia h~ppier. we have made .thejourney ,and 's-tan,d a't last on the brink 
d'ay 'which' soni'eone .will 'us'her in. Eve~ybody' looks for' a of the bridgeleStS gulf, we have to _ask, "'An'd is mind all? 

, golden' 'age'of some sort. ' There is a sense: in which we Is i't 'a fact that Ii. 'man has within himself:power'to open 
,are itJ ,millennialists. ~Some cherish a: :f.als~ hope, and it' all'doors that ma:y be opEm:ed,? And' have.I now rli!8.'ched 

-', is forthei:r imlighteIimen~t:'pa:rticularly"I,speak; and, also, th~ "tmd o~ everything?" . 
for 'the, further, confirmation of 'those who have -looked,' 'Poor Edis.on' has made the 'world' rich materiaJIy. ,He 

. by,faith jh-to' the face of J esu's, Christ! " has b'een ,a' benefactiir who has' ,brought materia'l comfort: 
, ' :' ,Thus, 'too, wh~tever,"ilnter:s into, human life' with th'e; to coun'tless' m~ll~~)Ds; -and' has '''made Ii~e on'tpe material , 

promise of alle,viation 'of its -ills, 1f1,ust be' pTjepared to' plane,'a ,hundredfold pleasanter'thim it was hefor'e. But" 
" meet the ',challeniie 'ot, the, question:, Who ~are YOU'~' Are ~ , he ~ho 'taught us'' how to use electricity, a;nd ~ml:1ny:other " 
" you the last 'word? ' Art th'ou he that 'should co'me: Qr ithings;' and' who ha's-I Jiad. al-most 'Said,. modestJ.y boa§te'd, 

do we'o}ook for anotlier·?· " ..,.,,'~:-,'. . ' fo'ra :man' may mopestly' bO'as't-7of 'his 'pOwers' of con-"· 
.' AhY.bodr- who has ,outJ:ive'd the first enthusiasm of, centration; wh(;'ha~'w:res-ted: frorii ;tl'atii're 'many' of the 
YQuth,'who ~as co'me j;o the ex'periem,e'ofmaturity'with' ' secretso'of her wealth must.sooh come to,theerid' of the 
its multiplied res'ponsibilities, wil'l have learned to loo~ earthly road'? And wha:t then?' ls, there any 'other 
forward, 'in the hope that somehow we are .:going tQ :get <li>ght than thait o~ ele,ctricity? ,"Art thou 'he ,that ,s,hould ,-

- oui. or 'the 'tangle 'into 's~niethirfg 'better, , When' ,we wer,e' Icome;~r db, we look for ano'th'er?" '. " "'" " I 

,chil~ren the ~:xc:ite~ent. of.:th~ ,hour wa's suffi~ienj;, th~'" ': No~ can ,the Pt~~het of e'moti?nal bliss. ~e, e~~Pt. Low' 
pleasure of the day. ~eemed to be,adeqU'~te. If we:askedl promIs'es much; and many of ,Its proml'ses are fulfilled; 

,- for anything' at aoLI, we, 'as!<:ed '~Qi" .a,· repetition of .. that but when',L6ve"s· garden has fully bloomed, and no 'sum-
, which we, 'had :al:ready; experienced. Bu't when you ,hav~ ,.mer: blight . ha~ fallen- toi mar .its beaU'ty, when fr,om the 
gone along through ljfe a 'little :while, andj'ou find -that "unsunn~ spaces" DeaOth preathes up~m tne flowers, 

, that eleme.~1j; 'to which the wise man referred a'gajn ~~nd .;and "au'tumn's, moaning., ,and winter's silence; in turn,' 
, a:gain', '''vanity 'and vexation of spirit," is, so '~Imo~t in- ',usurp ,the'throne of, 'summer,' 'gotden; 'bright: and glad, 

variably the r~siq,~.~ ,of the experiences of l,ife, Y'lu al;l~, wj:) turn' from 0\1r fro,st-bound, gr~ves to cry" "0, ,Love, 
yourself, And IS thIS aJt1,? 'Was I born forthIs'? Is there' art,thou he that should come or do we'look 'for ,another? 
no 'higher plane' of, life 'tb,an this? Is, 'theJiE!;' no n~bler 'Is 'there no 'higher tSa!tisfacti,o~, no more abidirig plea'sure, 
pursuit ·to which my powers may be directed than' that ' than tha.f which thOu hast furnished ?" 
wh~ch ~ow engages 'all my t'houghit ?:. , ' , Nor is it 8urpriS'ing that tbe chal1Emge is }s$;ued to' the 

Lookm? 't,o all, thel prophets who pro~llse us, s?me 'p1'ophet 'of reliiiion. D~sappointrn.ent works di~~nusion- ' 
be,tter th~~~, we .. ask them to presen~ theIr 'Credentials, ,ment. 'Chronic sus'picion sometimes is wrought in one 
and 'eJ).quire of them, !'A-rt 'tfOU he that, should come, or who has'Deen the victim 'of frequent, be'trayills., Whim 

',do we loo~'~or anbther?~' . " .: ,,, '.,' every wQrd' has been broken, one wondel"S wpethE!l'there 
T_he prophet of, sensuous del~ght to who.se paradls'e is any word that ~ill allide; and we learn experimentl:v. 

the sense~ ~re ~h:e only ~ates must answer thI'S challenge. at last that finality can never be reach~d in the direction 
- We are hvmg ,m hard tJmes, and yet,the!"e are c!lun~less of, fa:lsi'ty. - , •• ' 
tho,usand~ who find the means and the tIme 'for. varIOUS And how many religions there ,are! . How' full of 

, sorts· of ,se~s'Uo,!8--'I .\ ~o not s'ay. sen~:ual-e.n~~ymeni, promise' 'they are! I am not speaking of Christianity 
:. ,I?u'Ch of whIch, 18: leg,ltI~ate .. ,It IS. ~Ult~ ,legI'tImat~ to now: I am speaking of reJiogion in i'ts g~neri,c sense" in 

h~t.en,' to fine '~USIC. It IS. qUI:te le'gIt~l!late to find so~e' - its· w~der meaning, and I say that every representative of 
kmd of el.eV'abon Q,f ~e .~,md by lookmg at a gr~at :PIC-, every form of'religion..-'must be prepared to hear, and, 

. tur~: I't IS pe~f,e~tJ.y legltI~ate ,when Y0';lr work IS ~on~ if he can, to meet that challenge, ,"Are you the last? At,t 
to he under 'the trees and hsten to,the VOIce of the bIrds" .tnou he .that shouI'd come or do we look for another?" 
and -the leaves, and -the wind about'you, and:to say, "What ' ',' " "'1', 

I I' Id th' . ,"It" I 't' t b t 'h Let me go fartoher and say-and I say It WIth all rever-
a ov,e y wor , ~s IS. IS. egi Ima e; ,u w ,en. we ence~that Jesus Christ Himself must meet and anBwe~' 
look 'In that dIrectIon we mus't ask ourselves' the questIOn,/', th' t" BI d 'b H' H 1 H' t 
Is this the la'st'thing? '. ' t,;~ue; .~on~It esse, ~~' IS t' 0 y,tame, ') ~.~~ ,n~ 

You remember.·Byron's Childe Harold?- a raI, '0 I';Wh twash allgoo ques IfonH;.I :'~SI a HegI'.Imtahe 

"Long-absent Harold re8Jl)pears at last; 
., - 'He' of the breast whicli fain no more would feel; '. 

Wrung wi'th the wounds whic'h kill no't, bilt ne'er heal; 
Yet Time, who changes all, had al'ter'd him 
In soul and aspec't as in age: years steal 
Fire from the mind as ·vigour from the limb; ... 
And life~s enc'hanted 'cup but sparkles near the brim." 

" .. . , . 
~ When t-he man has drunk it to tpe dregs he says; ~'And 

is ithat a:H?" He t~rns to th(l prophet who pr.omisea him 

questIOn: ' ',' a sa' we say 0 ,1m. s e In ' e 
prophet,ic succession?," He asked His discipl~s, "Whom 
do men lSay thai I, the Son of m'an am?" To which, they 
replied, "Some say that tho,:! art John the ~aptist: .some, 
Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets," 
Then He' said :to them in effect: "Is that a~ far as 'you 
,have ,gone? Who'm say ye that'l am?" 
. .. I know it is said" "1he, governmen!t shaH be' upon his 
shoulder: and his name shal1 :be called Wonderful, 'Couri-

. '. 
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sellor, The mighty God; The everlasting -Father, The 
Prince of 'Peace." 'Wonderful! But- shaH we 'have some­
one yet who will be more wonderful? Dare we hope 
for a- wiser and more authoritative -counsellor? The 
key to the house of David is upon His shoulder, that H!'l, 

,may open or- -shut. Will anyone else come -who can shut 
doors which He has opened? or open" doors which He has 
shut, a:p.d upori -which He has written, "No admi1Jtance"? 
Is there any parad'ise to which Jesus Christ cannot 'admit 
us? In the ci,ty are "twe},ve -gates: "on the east three 
gates; ·on the north three gates; on the south 'three 'gate-s; 
and on- the wes't three gates ... And the twelve gates 
were twelve pea_rls; every several gate wa-s one pearl"­
but has He the key to all the gates ? 'Is -there 'any pal'a- _ 
di'se a-nywMre, of any Isort, to which someone else may -
admit us; but for which Jes'Us-IOhrist has no key? 

Let me ask it for mys~lf again, like John in the prison, 
"Art thou 'he that should come; or do we look for 
ano'ther 1- Wha't say ye? ShaH we find here full scope 
for the exercise of the -affections-?, Is there z:oom here -
for the -most daring adventures of 'the 1nteHedt? lIs there 
depth 'enough -and :heigh't enough: for reasoQ. to prove 
itself? Is there .. --space - enough for - imagin~tion to 
fly in? Is there any thought, or any emotion, or any 
pos'sible adventure of- the human soul, anYwhere, for 
whi'ch our Lord fails 'to supply -an opportunity? IS' ther,e 
a:- wiser counsellor .'than He? - Is there a higher -wisdom 
.than His? Is -He of 'God made unto· us wisdom, the Last, 
the Final, the Absolute, 'the Sum of 'aU wisdom 1" Is- He 
the Supreme Court of the universe, or must II look for 
another? When -I have had His-dec'i-sion;- i!an I appe-al 
my case arid go to someone else? 

J heard a professor say once-as though it were Jl 
new _thing under -the sun, he said it wi'th a very solemn 
air; -he said it as though it were a great discovery;- he 
said it 'as -though he expected -his hearers to be filled­
with awe at the tremendous su-ggestion; addressing a 

to this: Is this One Who- professes to 'be the Lord of 
light and of l'ife the last one?' When we come- to Christ,_ 
have we arrived? Or a-re we just marking a s-tage in 
our upward progress-? -

II. , _ 
Let me·tell you that THE LoRD JESUS CHRIST-STANDS 

-READY -ALWAYS TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION. I beUeve that 
whether -this question was put for the disciples' sake, or 
for John's sake, it was an honest enquiry. There is a 
phrase from Tenny-son that h~'8 become almo-st hB:ckneyed 
because it has been so frequently referred to, yet i[ quote 
itt here---: • '" 

"There lives more faith in hones't doubt, 
" Believe me, than !in half 'the creeds." 
- I 
I believe that -is true, There is -a vast difference betw~en 
doubt and unbelief. Doubt is negative: unbelief is posi-­
tive. Doubt says, "I do not know." Unbelief says, "I 
do -know." Unbelief is always antagonistic to the truth; 
doU'b't presents an open mind. 

-There are many honest doubters. There are m~ny 
people, Hike JohI)., who are no!t independent 9f their moods, 
nor indep,.endent -of their bodies either. It is:,no-t ,difficult 
to be gloomy when one has .the tooth-ache. -You mus,t not 
be too -hard on the man who' asks questions when he is 
down in the dumps. You must _no't judge John by what 
he s-ays in the prison. Bu't whether it is his question;-. 

':"asked for himself or vicariously propounded for the 
-benefit of his diB!Ciples, it was -an honest enquiry: they 
wanted to know whether Jesus Christ was the one who 
had 'been promised, the desire of illl n'atioils-whether in 
'Him the hearts of men could real as having found the 
final disclosure of Deity. 

The Lord Jesus _ will receive anybody sympathetically 
who comes with his honest doubts to Hi-m. 'If you are 
a sE;eker after truth, I beg of you - to come, to Him. 
The verse which we sometimes sing is a mirror of human 
experience.:.-graduating class, he s-aid, "Young ladies and gentlemen, - "Just as I am-'though tossed albout_ 

this- is an age of quest"! "H~ descri'bed this age as a With many a conflict, many a doubt; 
sort of animated interrogation poin't. I admit,tha't it is Fightings and fears'Wfthin, withou't, 

_ crooked enough to be a},most anyth'ing! '0 Lamb of God, I come!~ -
But tli't! poor man seemed to suppose that the asking_ Come with -aU your doubts. If you come, Jesus Christ 

of questions was -a new thing under the su-n! - Bu't any will answer them. But you must nol expect a discussion 
mother or grandmother couId have told himtha't that of mere abstractions. There was never anyone who could 

. was the first thing the ba:by 'tri~d fa do! indeed, even -answer questions like Jesus -Christ. 
before he -could talk, he tried to pull open every door There are two verses I like to put together. They 
and drawer in the house. We were born asking questions show how unlike Jesus Christ is to all other teachers. 
-and have never go't over it. Some people are -so clever I once had a mathematical master. Certain -people who 
they are going on, and on, and on, and on. I do not know see me try'ing 'to work out a prob1em in mathematics 
what they are going to find by and 'by. But here is ONE" usually"sniile. It may be my fault, but I think it was 
Who opens, and no man shuts_; and- shuts, and no man partly the fault of- my tea'Cber, -because he was a man of 
opens-so it is -said. - impatience. If anyone aSked him a -question he- thun-

But what say you? When you h~ve examined His dered at him, holding him up -to ridi-cule and. contempt, 
keys, and 'turned over one key after ano'ther, like your -saying, "You ought to h'ave known that tep. years ago." 
own, anld -say, "I" have not a key for that door; I will By and by we were- afraid to ask -que!Jtions, A bro,ther 
have to look for another," dare you presume to open - told 'me last n'ight that he had read an article "in which 
doors which He has locked, or to enter any door without the writer asked, "Are little children grown up? Ought 
His permission? How many o:f you wh9 are Christians.' their questions to 'be answered as though they were intel-

-can answer me this ques'tion: Is Jesus Christ final? Is - li-gent enquirers asking after the .truth?" I wish I had 
He tl1e last word? Our Evolutionary friends tell us had a teacher 'like that. _ 
that we -may look for an~ther. They tell u-s tha~ Jesus But here is my first verse, "If 'any man lack wisdom, 
Christ may be left "behind, that some millions of years let him 'ask of ~God, that giveth to all" men UberalIy"­
hence---.!I am ~ot sure whether ft is millions- or billions- DU't that is not what comforts me so much. I know He 
we may hope that thi!'l ra'ce of ours wiU produce a fairer can answer my question, but-"and upbraideth not." 
t.han our Lord Jesus Ohrist. He does not -scold us. He,does not -complain because 

Do you believe that? This -'qu~stion is an epitome you are such a dull sch.<>lar. And the other verse I like 
of all philosophies. There is nothing that is not rela'ted to put beliide that is, "Talke my yok~ upon you, and learn 

j 
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of me; for I am 'meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall 
find r~st !,Into your SOUls." 'The Embodiment of infinite 
wisdom will be infinitely patient with His duH scholars; 
;1nd if you 'come asking Him, s'aying, "I really w~pt to 
know whether the Bible is true," if you come in that 
spirit, the Bible will soon answer your question~. 

I know :the lYlodernists speak of us as though our minds 
were static. And of 'course those of us who believe the 
Bible, believe "it because we' never did ask questions! Do 
not 'beHeve it. The Bible is not afraid of queStions; and 
He Who is the 'Inspirer and the Unifier of the Bible, of 

. Whom' the Bible spea'ks from 'Genesis ,to Revelation; will 
answer you,r question-"Art thou he that should come, 
or do we look 'for ·ano:ther?" 

But 'how will He answer? Too'Chers might well make 
the M-aster their model. He said, "Go and 'show John 
again those ,things which ye do hear and see: The blind 
receive the~r sight, and the lame walk, th~ lepe,a are 
cleansed, and the dea:f hear, the deada're raIsed u'p, and 
the poor have ,the gospel preached to ~them. And blessed 
he is, who.soeyer shall not 'be offended in me." Blessed 
is the man who can accept that programme and say, "If 
that is what ,the Lord Jesus does I wiH look for no one 
else." . 

That is' how He answers: "The blind receive their 
sight.'" His miracles of physicaJ healing were pa,rables, 
illustrations, of His moral and spiritual ministry. How 
true 'it is that the blind receive their1sight! _We know 
nothing apart from Jesus 'Christ. I have a theory of 
my own.' I will mention it to you, and 'you can turn i,t 
over in your minds as much as you like. I believe that 
inasmuch as Jesus Christ is the Creator of all things, 
and' ,that in Him 'all things consist, or 'hold together, it 
is, as impossible to understand God in nature without the 
Spirit of 'God as it is to understand 'God in this Book. In 
other words, ;r do not believe a man 'can be a true scientist 
without divine 'illumination. He' 'can receive only the 
letter of wh'at God has writ 'ten in nature's hook, but he 
cannot read the inner mean'ing. He wiII never be .able 
to "consider -the lilies," or 'to '~behold the fowls of the 
air." He c~n only see them, but he will not 'know them 
until 'God teaches him. 

"'And the deaf hear." Kelvin brought :two hemispheres 
together with a cable; BeH bridged long' distances with 
the ,telephone; Marconi ;taug.ht us to speak to the whole 
world through ,the quivering ether. But all that only 
Jlssisted'and exltended our auditory powe:rs. Jesus Ghrist 
opened 'another realm of lrarmony, and taught us' to hear 
the "music of "the Skies, the harmony of Heaven. He 
brought us, by His gra'ce, into tune with God, so that 
we can hear the 'angels singing, and anticipate the sweet­
ness of the song of Moses and the Lamb. 
"~nd :the dead are raised 'uP." I have seen dead men 

quidkened into newness of life. Go to India, AfriGa, 
, the 'Isles of the Sea; go where Paton ministered to those 

w:ho were cannibals and see them made alive, new crea­
tures in :Christ Jesus. Though a mother would bury 
her dead out of her sight, Jesus Christ gives back the 
son to his mother.: dead in sins', He awak~s to holiness. 
Lazarus comes back to his weeping ."sisters. :r:t is still 
true, I say, that the dead are raised. The flowers bloom' 
in the wilderness: "The wilderness and the solitary place 
shall be' glad for them; and the' deser,t shall rejoice, and 
blossom as the rose." -

, 1 
"And the poor have the gospel preached to them." 

The poor may dream of coming wealth. Some· day . the 
postman ~y bring news of 'a fortune. He comes, anp 
the . letter is opened-;-"no't today. I shall have to look • 
'for ano'ther." I told you once that when I was. a little 
boy I used to ask my muther for extravagant things. 
If tl\,ey were legitimate, she always' promised that I 
should have them, but always with this provision: they 
were ,to ,be mine when her ship came 'home! Did you 
ever' hear that? I have been waiting for that ship to 
come home ever since! I hope it will yet come into Port. 
Ship' after ship had come in, but I hag. 'always b~Jin look­
ing 'for ,another, until I foun'd Jesus Christ. "The poor 
have the gospel preached:OO them." 

'If we could wake up to-~orrow morning and read that 
the men of fabulous wealth had pooled all their resources 
,to cancel the nations' debts to start the world in business 
again,. every'body wouId be cheerful. . I can see the ,bus'i­
'ness men slapping each other on the back, saying, "Is not 
that great-all debts paid? We have clean sheets now, 

"The blin1d receive their sight." 'Christ opens another and are ready to start again." 
realm; He introduces us to another world; He gives life 'Some man says, "That is too big a conception for me, 
a new: perspective. 'There was a time when nothing was 'but· I wish somebddy would pay my rent and some other 
known about this co'ntinent, un't:il'Co'lumbus-or someone . things I o'we, 'and give me 'a new sheet. I should be happy 
e1'se; it is a' little difficult to say 10 whom the honour is if that were true." Wonder of wonders, the poor\Vho 
due-opened· the door into another hemisphere. Our ,have nothing in this worl'd at all, have t,his inheritance. 
~rd opens ,the door, not, only into all:o'ther ~or1d~, but We are all poor, we ar~ all ban'krupt, if we only ~new it; 
mto world upon world. He opens up 'alI eternIty. , The but we have the glorIOUS gO,spel pr~ached to us, that 
blin'd receive their ,SIght." . Jesus 'Ch'rist died for sinners, tha,t His blood was shed 

He enlarges the scope of our action. "The lame walk':' . to pay our debts, and that He has purchased us to Him­
That does not mean merely physically. I th.ink it was self,and that there is laid. up for us ','an inheritance 
Dr. A. T. Pierson who said 0'£ the l'ate Dr. A. J. Gordon, inCorruptible, and undefiled, and thatfadeth not away, 
that Dr. Gordon was accustomed to take long walks with reserved in heaven for us." W'e are s;aved for time 'and. 
his Master, and olle day they 'walked· so fartbe ~aster for e'ternity. 
would not allow him to come back again. . "'rhe lame '"Go an'd tell John that" a:n'd ask him if he is s'atis·fied 
walk." They, march triumphantly at last through the with that programme." Are you? II think it is enougn. 
gates into the city, because Jesus 'Christ teaches them The Lord be praised, He Who is God's last word is come, 
how to walk. ' and in the person·of. Jesus Christ we hav'e all tha-t infinite 

"The, lepers 'are cleansed." The springs of life are grace could give us; for "all things are yours, ~nd ye 
purified. Every polluting and corrupting influence, are Christ's, and Christ is God's." , 
coming under the dominion of Jesus 'Christ, is purified ,Let us pray: Lord, Tbou hast come to make 'us ridh. 
'and removed. He is the light of the world, the Sun that Help us to come in our poverty, and. to receive Thee. 
gathers 'everYthIng up into Himself, and makes it holy ,Hless a~y of doubtful mind here this evening. Help 
as He is holy. us all to come, for Thy name's sake, Amen. 
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. HOW TO BE. HAPPY be. killjoys. You remember' Macaulily'·sgibe a:t the· Puri· 
.' . ..' . ,tans: that they objected .to the sport of· bear Qaiting" 

"Rejoice .i·n th~ Lord' a1w:ay: and ~agaln I ~aY~~~il.~4':~., not so: iiiuch . because it' gave pain to· the bear, but 'be. 
, . '. . '. cause it gave' pleasure to the' spectat9rs! And' we I who 

". '. ,A, Sermon ~Y R~v •. "';.S. w'liitcombe,'M.A. '. . " inheri~ the ri"ch fruits of PurHanism ~ust also. expect 
'Preached in Jarvis . 'Street Baptist Chul"Ch,. Toronto,,' to fall heir to tIie censures ·,that were hurled '8:t them. 

. Sunf;lay M6rning; August 13, 195()'. .' The world suspeCts that we church people are opposed 
. " • I to tlrinking ~ and to gambling arid other worldly amuse- • 

"THE. surri-'Of this Epis'tie," says' Be:p.gel, ~ the grt:at .. ments as much 'beca,use o"f tHe supposeiI pleasur'e that' 
expositQr, "is, 'I ·rej.o.ice, rejoice·ye'." . Like a good they give as because of their inherent sinfulness.' That :' 

teacher, 'the :Apostle Paul is not 'afraid to repeat his . ' 
lesson. Three times iii this brief letter to the Philippi an is a 'caricature of Chri-stianity, when it is I).at a de"liber­
'believers he ~ comniaiids them to reJ' oi'ce, . besides other, ate' shinder, for ·the ·burden of this Holy' Book is 'Good 

News'to inform the wretched sons ·of want of·a never­
indirect'exhortations to'the same effect. ·It·is evident failing source of the· .... ulnessbf joy and or'pleasures for 
fro'in :What he says that the friends whom, he' addresses . .."', .... . 
were "troubled ·abO"ut.the.otitcome of his trial"fearing that evermore. \ •. " . . 
the verdict Would:be cont'rary," But the" prison~r of Good Tidings 
the Lord. is full of c9urageous' confidence that, he 'will "!>'e I ·would. remind you that the 'word Gospel .is simply the 
reJeased; even as he contempl'ate's tp.~ possibility of. the' old -English word for Good -News: When' our Saviour was 

.' 

'~otst, he dares to look upon death' at the ·l).and .ofthe '. born the heav'enly hosts swept· "near the 'ea~th arid allowed 
Roman executioner .in··this spirit: "Y~a;. and ;i'f I be the 'startled ears "of humankind' to hear.for a' moment the 
offer~d' upon. the' sa'Crifice an~ seryice of your ~aith,. I .- sou'nds of. ioy i:un.spea:kable a~d. full of glory, that 'are .' 
joy, and "rejoice w~-th you all. For the; same ca!lse al!,!o . never silent in the courts .of heaven:: The angel an'- '. 
do ye)oy, and·.rejoice w~th me" (2:17, 18). Wh,en ~~ T'ollnce'd to tl)e shepherds ~ho .kept watch' ovei' ·their. " . 
has to tell tpem that theIr messenger, his compamon II?- flock by night: "F-ear not: fOl'-be·hold,'I brIng you good. 
labo~r, and fellowsoldier, was nigh unto "death,. he bids tiding.s of 'great joy, which. shall be to .all people;, for . 

• ,them r~jojce as his Concluding.word:. "'Fin~Uy, my breth~ , unto'-YQu is born this day. in the ."City o'f David a.S·avidur, .... 
. ren, rejoice in the Lord.· 'To w~ite the same things to. which is rGh1-ist the Lord" (Luke 2 :.10 11). Once'before _ .. ' 
you, to' me indeed is not.~rievous, 'but for you iUs safe"· in the' dawn of hisJorY wh~n 'Ood .spo.ke· the sevenfold 
'(3 :r1). And like some other preachers .w~o .have ,st~ll. "creative word'. the mor.ningstars 'sang together and' the 

.. 'a,nother point .after their· final ,po,int; the Apostle adeta , soilS of God' shouteii .for· joy. 'Even in the· early days" 
another exhot:J;ation: in the' woras of our text: "Rej9ice of God"s revelation of His grac'iolls ·purposes, the swe·et· 
in t.he Lord alway: and again I say, ~'Rejoice."· i. Singel' of Israel knew the 'blessednesg of· fellowship with" 

.f"'.. ••• .' .. God and wrote that "In thy presence. is. fulness: of jQY: 
• I .' ,!numpha!J-t Ce!"~alllty III AfflictIOn . . at thy right· han'd there" are pleasures for .evermore:: -

It is. no ·.mere .passing mood 'tl)at Paul exprissed thus ' (>Fs. 16: 11). How those magnificen,t hymns o~ inspired' 
· with su~h emphasis, for, fro~ what he says h-ere, it would pr:aise, where deep calleth unto~ deep; iell 'of t.he believer's " 

apoear that he had now been in Rome some time and the joy 'in His God 'and Sa:viour. Time ai-ter time' the ··psalm- . 
· course o'f his trial 'had' already dragged·' its weary. way' ist calls :upon his 'fellow-worshipPer"sfo make a 'joyful' . J 

through the law's delays,; for long months· ... · Even John· no:ise unto the Lord, to. sing aloud' 'unto the 'Lord, to' .' . 
the Baptist app,ears ~o have fallen into a -dark and sombre ' raise the glad sound of the harP and the instrument" of ten, _ 
mood in the t~rrible fortress .where he was to.·feel the strings: "'Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound, 
headsman's axe, for 'he s!,!nt his qisciples to ask: the tpey shall walk, 0 ~rd, in-the light of thy ·'Countenance:, . 
Lord, "Art thou h!,! th'at should .come, or do 'we'look for In thy name shall they 'rejoice aU the day and. in 'thy' 
another?" (Matt. 11 :3), But Paul in this 'epistle under- righteQusness shall they be exalted" '(Ps. 89 :15)'. We 

· takes to .impart his good cheer' to his Qverly' anxious. think of that well-known prayer in the' Ninetieth psalm: 
- friends outside the prison walls. This was chara'Cteristic "0 s'atisfy us early with thy mercy; that" we may re­
· .of his' outlook on life, for he had learned' to rejoice in joice. an!! be glad' .all our days. Make us glad. accordiI).g· 

tribulations also. ·Ig.one of his other epistles' he wrote .to the -daYs wherein thou hast affli"cted us·, and the year:s 
those words of triumphant .certainty, in the' midst' of . wherein. we h~ve seen evil." . 
affliction':' "IfG04 be for' us, who can' be against us?" The saine note'is not absent' f~om the' prophets, We 
If was his never-failing ·confidence tha:t Ghrist always led read in Isaiah the promise: "Therefore with joy shall 

· him in triumph .. How often t~at note of yictoiious assur- yeo draw water out of the wells of s'alvatian CIs. 12: 3') .. 
ance 'is souniied in the.writings· of .this great maI\! Even Even the prophet that foresaw a fearful vis'ion of judg- : 
the tramp cif the sentry an.d tl)e lhick·walls of his Roman men't which was to fall upon the men of his ·day, could" 
prisoIl; but ~eryed him, a~ a ~eminder of the: angel guard by .. fai-1p. look' bey:ond. the 'frowning provide~'ce, Qf, God 
that God· had set ov~r H1E~ samts, and 'he wrItes to'assure· and trust Him for Jlis grace: "Although -the fig tree. 
his friends that' ·the peace of ·God which passeth' all shall not· .blossolJl,. neither 'shall fi-uitb!,! in the vin~s; 

.. understanding shall 'g~ard their:hearts and· minds tl:t.roug.h the labour of the olive shall faj.] and the f-ields'shali yiela 
-Christ Jesus o~r Lord. . , , . ,rio 'meat; the flock shall be cu't off ·f·rom: the' foid. and 

But thi~ spirit is not only characterist'ic ~f. this Epistle there' sl)a!l" ,be' nO' 'J1~rd in the .s'talls: Yet:-l wili rejoice 
an'd o'f the Apostle Paul, it runs throughout the whole' in -the' Lord·, J wilJ joy. in the God· ,of. my' s.alvation;" 
Bible and is at the'very heart of its message. 'I know (Hahakktik 3:17; 1-8). 
thiU Christia'ns 'are often ·regard.ed as persons' tl"\at are, - '.. ., 

"'They' Began To Be Merry" ,s'orrowful if .not sour; that the Bible is a· dull, sombre' . • .' , 
· Book, as' dark in its outlook as .. the .bla'Ck leather it is .When we rco.me -to the New Testament 'wenead in that 
usually bound' in. Prea'chers are popuiarly supp~sed to . superb' .short story·tolf 'by the greatest 'of all teachers, 
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the parable of, the Prodigal Son, that ~hen the poor; ,God in Christ to put away sin imd to 'make a clean new 
'hqngry and 'foolish son returned 'from the far' country , wOfld w,herein dwelleth righteou~ness, 
in all his pOverty 'and 'want, the 'Father, se'eing him a 
great way off, ran and fell ·on his neck and kissed him, 
And not only did' the' gracious, bountiful Father bring 
f-orth the best robe and a' ring' 'and shoes,' but he also 
said -: "Let us eat and be, merry., For this my, son was 
deaq., and is alive again; he was lost, an;,d is found. And 
they began -to be merry." It was the 'Elder Brother that 
took exception to the sound of music, and dancing, but 
in the Father's house there was joy unrestrained. The 
poin:t, of' this parable is, like u~t'o the 'two ,companion 
pieces that Our Lord :told at the same time, which He 
.immmed 1,lp by saying to the, proud ,and self-righteous 
Pharisees :: "Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over, one sinner that re­
penteth'~ (Luke' 15: 10)'. We rejoi~e over Pentecostal 
blessings when thousands turn to Christ, but in the pres­
ence of t~e angels there is joy 'When: one' ~inner .repents, 
and that· must mean that -God Himself rejoices over one 
sinner. -Indeed, the Apostle P~ul dares Ito call him '~the 
blessed God", that is, not merely th~ One whom men, wor­
spip am} to whom ·they ascribe blessing and honour and 
'glory, or who is, th~ source of all blessing arid ,~oodness 
know}l tq men, but it also_'means that God is in ,Himself 
the Happy God: <'Before the mountains were brought 
,forth, or ever thou hilds£ formed the earth and the 

. world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art 
God" (Ps.90:2) . .-

The Reality of Sin' and Suffering 
,Notwithstanding the eternal purposes. of God~~' sove:r;- , 

eign grace' to bless His children with j.oy unspea:~ble 
and,-full of glory, we shall not n,eed to, 'be persU'~d~ of 
the grim 'reality of the 'charger whereon that wicked 

. woman laid 'the head of John the Baptist, ,nor of Roman 
durigeons such as held ,the Apostle' Paul,'nor of dens like 
that wlierein the saintly Bunyan laid him~elf 'down to 
dream his immortal dream of The Pilgrim's' Progres3 

, from this world to thai which is to come: , There was a 
cross, on the place of a skull ter which t~~ ,?potless Son 
of God was nailed; to' the thoughtless multitude, that 
once sought to foHow Him withou.t being ,ready to 'pay 

Rejoicing in Trib~lation Also, 
- It is only true joy that' is capa'ble of rejoicing in 
tribulations also. The world and the flesh well' know 
how to rejoice in the good things of"life: in' health and 
strengtli, wealth and prosperity, 'in'troops of .friends and 
'in plaudits of the multitude. There is no need to exhort 
any of us to be glad when we find ourselves,in' su<;h . 
circumstances. There are times when the admonition of 
our' text'seems unnecessary, and· other times when, it 

, seems' impossible. We would do well to examine our- , 
selves as to the real source of our joy. Is it to ,be ,found 
in the things we possess? ' Do we, like some ancient 
'philosophers, mak;e the pursuit of pleasure the chief ,end 
of living, the measure Of the worth of .all things? If 

, so we need- the reminder of 'the -Prea'Cher whO' long ago 
discovered that "All is vanity and vexation of spirit, ... 
Vanity of vanities, saith the 'Preacher, vanity o'f vani- , 
ties; all is vanity" (Ecclesiastes 1 :2, 14). Riches make' 
themselves wings; the, exuberan,t' health of to--day may 
be 'changed into racking 'pain and sorrow -'tomorrow; " 
death lays its hands on our dearest treasures. The 
pleasures that' 'this world offers, even when t.hey are 
perfectly in~ocen·t,. are evanescent." They are vanity, 
that 'is emptiness, like a 'child pursuing the wind and 

, grasping the' empty air only' to fi,nd its little hands full 
of nothing. The Bible speaks of' the pleasures' of sin .. 
b'ut it adds that they last but for a ,season, and that is 
another way of sayil)g that they are not true pleasures. 
The sweets, of disooodience turn in the, end to ib~tter 
wormwood and gall. . , 

If we 'know our own hearls. we find, them resting in 
Christ, ,rej'oicing in Him as the jairest among ten thou­
sand, as the one who 'is altogether lovely. The language 
of OU1.: souls is expre,ssed in the well-known words of the 
hymn .we sang: 

Jesus, Thou joy, of loving ,hearts, 
Thou, Fount ,of life, Thou Light of men" 
From the best bl·iss that earth imparts, 
We turn unfined to Thee again. 

the price, He utwred the warning: "If any man will come " We taste Thee, 0 Thou living Bread,. 
after,me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, Ancnong to feast,upon Thee sti~l 

We drink 'of Thee, the Fountainhead 
and follow ~me" '(Matt; 16 :,24). And thirst our souls from Thee to fill. 

For all true followers of Christ, the Cross is not ' .'-' 
,sImply an ornament, ·nor even thes~bol of world-wide . What' Is the Source of Our Joy?' _ 
dominion it is 'an instrument of death: Under the o.ld And yet having so said in all sincerity and truth, do 
disDensation the Psalmist wrote that "Many are the, 'not our hearts in spite of themselves tend {o cling to 
afflictions of the righteous," even thQugh he added. "but 'the things of ear~hJ . Chris~ is our only joy 'we say. 
the Lord will deliver- him out of them all."· And iIi ,the yet on the street outside th~ church our car is parked 
'N ew Testament we read that "They that l~'ve godly iti ,waiting to take us' home to a good dinner that is even 
Chris-t Jesus will suffer' persecution." . now:, cooking in "the oven or id already prepared in the' 
, This ',inspired Book recognizes tliat the, road to the refrigeratoz:. We have a roof o~er- our heads,' some 

. better exacts a full look at the worst.' It faithfully ollrqvision for the ,future, reaso,nable s,ecurity in OUf place, 
records the world's travailings arid groanings; it .looks of' employment. ,We ,can scarcely b~ said to be, any of 
sin full in the' face at its worst and in spite of thl;! fear- us, in the circumstances of the poor prisoner whQ wrote 
ful sight, p,roclaims a full and- free redemption. I must our text. He was stripped of' aU adv~ntitjous aids to ' 
confess that I find, Pollyabas somewhat annoying; I mean haopiness. he, was thrust down to the very bed rock of 
those people who are so set \!p'on ,making the best out existence. Whatever JOY he fouiia was not found in things 

·Of every thing, ,that they 'steadfastly refuse. to see the . of this life but in the great eternal- realit'ies, in .the 
worst. A pessimist has been :described as a ,man who things, whi-ch do not pass away and in God 'who remain-

, has had- the rpisfortune to live too long -with an optimist! est. We do well to pray that we may not. be led into ' 
. , The believer is a genuine optip1ist because ,seeing, and temptation and yet sometimes God' in His wisdom: , 

• knowing the worst of his own sin and the: world's wrongs. chooses to' deal with .His people as He dealt with His 
" , he nonetheless has con~d~nce in the ;saving purp~e of ~erVant Job. Fir~t, of ,all, you remember, a messenger 

, \ 

(, 



'r. 

8 (272) THE GpSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTA~T ADVOCATE August 17. 1950 

came to teli him that all his servants were slain, and the context: "In that day ,thou shalt say, 0 Lord, I 
while he was-yet speaking still 'another came with the' will praise 'thee: thouglJ. thou wast angry with me, thine 

· heavy news that his cattle w.ere carried away, a;nd fin- anger is turned away, and thou comfortest me. Behold, 
aUy there came another also to tell him that his sons God i's my salvation; 'I will trust, and not be afraid,: for 
were 'slain. And Job himself, stripped of all 'his' pros- the' Lord JE'HQVAH is my strength and my song; he 
perity, was smitten. ~th sore boils from the sole ,of his also is ·become my salvation." And then follows our 
foot- unto his -crown and sat down among the ashes with verse with its "Therefore": "Therefore with joy shall ye 
a potsherd 'to scrape himself withal, to long for death draw water out of the wells of salvation" (Is. 12 :1-3j. 
which cometh not. . Here again the same fundamental truth that we found in 

'SuP~sing that to-morrow your doctor reported to the 'Psalms is expressed: The source of salvation' is in 
you that he, had detected in your 'body- the workings of God and what He is. He is holY' and j~st, angry with 
a disease for which medical' science as yet had found sinners every day, and yet a merciful and gracious God 
no remedy, and he warned you that you had only a lim- . wh~ has devised means that his banished be not.expeUed­
ited time to live. Could' you then say as the 'saint of from him. This prophecy states the New T~stament 
old said': - "Though he slay me yet will I 'trust him" truth that "Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
(Job 13 ::15). I say we ought '-to ask ourselves if our that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
happiness will leave us should we be called upon to say for our sins" (l John 4 :9). 
as did the man of old: "The thing which I greatly feared ' 
is come upon -me, and that which I was afraid of is come 
unto me.", (Job 3 :25). Is our joy pagan or is it Christ­

. tian ? I's it natural or supernatural? 'Is it in the things 
of time which pass away or is it in Christ who endureth? 

"In the .Lord" 
. Qur 'text not only exhorts us to "Rejoice". but to 

"Rejoice .IN THE LORD." That- is the only source 'of 
true, lasting joy. All else belongs to the realm of the 
things that shaH be shaken, God alone a:bideth forever. 
He is the Blessed God and is the' only source of un-

· failing joy. A few moments ago, I quoted some Old 
Testament allusions to joy. Let me .now quote the rest 
of those passage~ and point out \to you the source 
whence these blessings spring. We read, for instance, 

. in the Psalms: "Justice and judgment are the habitation 
of thy throne: mer.cy and truth shan go before thy face. 
Blessed is the people ·that know the joyful sound: they 
shall walk; 0- Lord, in the light of thy countenance. in 
thy name 'shaH they rejoice all the day: and in thy 
righteousness shall they 'be ,exalted" (P.s. 89 :14). 

What is the joyful sound.? Is it" the good news of sins 
fox:given and of -the hope of glory? Certainly these great, 

Not a Passing Mood 
Christian joy is not a passing mood; an empty wish, nor 

a light-headed sentiment that changes with changing 
circumstances. It is a rational, righteous, and holy 
conviction based upon the very being and nature of Go'd 
Who is light and Who is 'love, and Who in Christ Jesus 
has demonstrated His jU'stice and His mercy so that He 
.is faithful and- yet just to forgive us' our sins and to 
cleaiise us from all unrighteousness. We grasp the bed 
rock of ultimate reality when we by faith lay hold upon 
the Lord Jesus 'Christ, who died 'the just for the unju'st 

. that He 'might bring us to God. . 
Somewhere I read a story about Martin Luther. Though 

I havf!, not been able to find it anywhere in his writings 
or even in his Table Talk, it has a homespun· rough;ness 
about it that gives it an authenti'c ring. Qne day, so the 
story runs, when the great Reformer was passing through 
some time of heavy trial, :he ,went about the hoU'se so 
full of gloom thai:.' he' cast a spell .of darkness upon all 
that were in it. As he sat at his desk with his, head 
buried in his hand~" brooding over his difficulties, he 
was star-tIed to see his wife standing in the doorway of 
his study all dressed in mourning robes of darkest hue. 
He looked' up and said with dismay, "Who is dead 1'" 
And that remarkable woman replied; "Why, I thought 
from your sorrowful countenance that God was dead I" 
Rebuked for the littleness of his faith, Luther rose up 
and cast off :his. mood Of iiesriair, laying fresh hold on 
his favourite text: "If 'God be for us who can' be 
against us 1." • 

· blessings are included and much more aI-so.' The "joy­
fu] sound" of which the Psalmist speaks is deeper and 
more basic than even these unspeakably great blessings, 
It is this: what God is in HimSelf. The "habitation" 
of iGod's throne .i§ ... the foundation of His righteous gov­
ernment and holy power, it is His very nature, for He is 
a God that deligh-teth in mercy and whO'se truth- en­
dureth to all generations. "In thy name," adds the in­
spired hymn ,singer, "shall they rejoice all the day long." 
The name of God in the Bible is His sig~ature, if I may How May W«: Make It Our Own? 
so speak. . It is all that He is worth because it represents But how may we lay hold upon this joy and make it 
all that He is. J.t is His reputation because it reveal~ our oWn? i answer just as simply as we answer.. the 
to men His nature, wlui:t ~e i's. And it is in His Holy . enquiring sinner: Just take it! Our text is empha­
Name that 'the saints of all ages can r~joi'c~, as in the sized.and repeated in 'the Epistle to the Philippians not 
New Testament it is said that "There is none othe~ name·" only because its message .was needed but ~ISo because 
under heaven given among' men, whereby we must be it was within the reach of every believer. The river of 
saved" (Acts 4:12). His pleasure is flowing full and free, and the invi-

Qr look again at that other verse that I quoted from tation that is for ~he sinner is also for the saint: "And 
Isaiah, whom Augustine called the 'Fifth EVI;,mgelist be- he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as 
cause the prin.ciples of the Gospel are so clear ·and crystal, proceeding out of the thron,e of God and of the 
apparent in his prophecy. "Th.erefore," he says, "with Lamb ... And the f~pirit and the bride say, 'Come. And 
joy shaH ye draw water out of the wells of salvation." let him that ~eareth say, 'Come. And let him that is 
In a dry land water is a necessity: of life, and a spring~ athirst come. And whoso eyer will , let him take the :water 
ing fountain is an untoi'd blessing. But to what does of life freely" (Rev. 22: 1, and. 17). Qur joy is '''in the 
the prophet's "therefore" refer? Why and how may Lord" and ·that means that it is abounding and full, and 
we wi'th 'joy draw water from the weIls 8f salvation? Read .• that we may buy it "without money and without price". 
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How 'Paul Fulfilled His Command 
Let us see how the Apostle Paul fulfHled his own com­

mand to rejoice. How can he be filled with joy as he 
face·s death: in a'Roman prison? He writes to bios fear­
ful friends that "the things which have happened unto 
me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the 
Gospel". What happens to him, he says; matters not, 
so long as "Christ 'be magnified in my body, whether it 
be 'by life, -or by de'ath. For to me to live is' Christ, and 
to die is gain" (Phil. 1 :20, 21). In the following chap­
ter he reminds ,his readers that he counted all things 
but los's for the exceHency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus his Lord. The things that were once gain. he now 
regarded as refuse that he might win 'Christ, "And be 
found in him, not having mine own righteousness, whicp 
is of the law, but that which is' through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of IGod by faith" 
(3 :9). In that same context he writes of his concentra­
tion on 'Christ: "This one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
the prize of the high -calling of 'God in Christ Jesus" 
(3:13f). We do too many things, all of them good it 
may be, but tending to distract us from the one thing 
that matters most.- We are Marthas, cumbered with 
much serving,' rather than Marys, who are found at the 
feet of Christ. 

And all this is but another way of saying that we 
must rejoice IN THE LORD. Not in possessions, not 
in life, not in our own righteousness, not in OUl' desires 
and ambitions. but in the Lord, and then it shall be a 
rejoicing that' changes not but endures alway. We are 
apt to see the command "Rejoice" and to fail to see that 
it says, "Rejo·ice in the Lord". Let us fix our eyes upon 
the Lord and then we shall find it possible :to "Rejoice 
alway". Like Peter on the stormy sea,' if w€l1et our eye:s 
wander from the Master"s face but fo'r a moment we 
shaH see the wind and' the waves 'and perforce cry out 
in agony, "Ma'ster, I perish!" 

A Command 
If my saintly old. professor of 'Greek w.ere to comment 

.on this text, I know what he would say, for I have ofte'n 
heard him say it about many similar words in ,the Book: 
"It is not an invitation, nor an exhortation, it is a com­
mand!" And that simple observation is very profound, 
It is' as much a command to rejoice as it "is to beli~ve, 

\ It is as much an obligation for the believer to be filled 
with joy as it is to obey the Ten Commandments. A soul.'­
visaged, sad and sorrowinjf Christian is a poor advertise­
ment for his Master_ We ·may wen remind ourselveR 
that God~s commands are' God's enablings. When he 
says, "Rejoice'," he places ·at our disposal the rivers of 
his pleasure and, bids us find .in 'His presence fulness of 
joy and. at His right hand pleasures evermore. 

Our restless spirits yearn for Thee 
Wherer our changefuiJ. :rot fs cast; 
Glad, when Thy gracious smile we see; 
Blest, when our faith ~an hold Thee fas~. 

o Jesus. ever with us stay;' 
Make a:l,l our moments calm and ibrig·ht; 
Chase the dark n'ie:ht of sin 'away; , 
Shed o'er the world Thy. holy light. 

Trdan, it i's said, rent his clothes :to .bind up his 
soldiers' wounds. IOhrist poured out his blood, to heal 
his 'Saints' wounds, and tears hi,s flesh to bind them up_ 

-GURNALL 

NO RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN QUEBEC 

FOR the second time within a week two different 
groups of four persons, eight in aU; have been 

arrested in the town of Val d'Or in Quebec for having 
dared to preach the Gospel on 'the street corner. Thus 
does our neighbouring French and. 'Roman Catholic 
province flaunt Us denial of religious liberty in the face 
of Canada and the world. A few weeks ago another 
group of street preachers was roughly manhandled by 
an organized band of gangsters and then the unresisting 
preachers were arrested for having disturbed the peace! 
A f.ew 'monthsago we reported ~n these pages the inci­
dent in Shawinigan Fans, Quebec, when the meeting 
place of the 'Christi'an Brethren was wrecked by anothel' 
organized group of Roman Catholic fanatics. In each 
o~ these 'Cases the Roman 'Catholic spokesmen place the 
entire blame for the disorders on' the Protestants who 
had "provoked" the attacks. The Protestants were the 
cause of the trouble, it was asserted',since they had in­
V'aded a territory that was Roman 'Catholic and had 
dared to preach the Word of 'God in French! The fact 
that in one cas~ the preaching was done in the open air, 
and in the other case inside a hired' haU, in no wise 
lessened the aUeged ·offense of having "provoked" the 
disorders. I.. . 

We should also like to elJlphasize the fact that in each 
case the opposition did not arise from spontaneous action 
on the part of a resentful populace, but was evidently 
the result of a ca'reful laid plain executed ,by highly 
organized groups. Roman priests d.id not appear in 
public. but no one doubts that as in aU ,Catholic Action 
'Societies, they were the responsible directors of the 
public violen'ce against the Protestant preachers. We 
have already quoted from 'several articles which have 
appeared in the clerical 'press of Quebec and now we 
add to that documentation the foUowing excerpt from 
an editorial in Le Devoir of Montre~1. 'The leading edi­
torial in that paper from which ·the. foUowing transla­
tion is taken is aU the more remarkable in tllat the 
a,oman Catholic press of Quebec passes over in. almost 
complete silence all the various in'cidents' to whjch we 
have referred. Aroused, however, by the publicity ac­
corded in the English-language press of Canada, they 
feel compeUed. to make some reply as wi11 be seen here. 

A Roman . Catholic Comment 
Translated from Le Devoir 

Judging by what has irappened, there is reason to ask if 
we are not faced with a systematic campaign to set Protes­
tants 'against Catholics. We should like to believe in the Q 

sincerity ,and ev-angelistic zeal of these Baptist street­
preachers, but the least. that can be said, is that ·their 
proselYtism contains an element that is clearly provocative_ 

Baptists have the admitted right to preach their doctrine 
and to 'attempt to make converts among Catholics. But 
there is their way of doing it! . 

They ought to remember that they 'are not dealing with 
a primitive population in, 'a backward region. .Abitibi is a 
new country, 'but its pioneers are· re~ruiteQ from every 
part of the provInce and they have.8.'lways given proof of 
a progressive spirit. It oUl!,"ht also to be remembered that 
the preachinl!," of the Bautists is not -addressed to pal!,"ans 
who have never heard Christ spoken of, but. to Catholics 
convinced of the certainty of their doctrine. Conversions. 
if there 'are to be any, can onily 'come after long discussions 
on the interpretation of the Gospel, and not after 'harangues' 
on the street . . _ 

Baptists -have the right to carry on the work of prosely­
tism in Quebe'c. They can erect church bui'ldings. which 
will rema,in -almost 'empty. but where no one wiU disturb 
them. They may give radio addresses, even if the French 
sermons a're not of ,the sort that will -interest m:a:p,y listen-
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ers. They rna; 'distrl:bute tracts 'and· ~ir~ulars ~t the risk' , them and .he was paid"largeiy by mojJ.ey raised through 
C?f. seeing ·the gre~ter' part. of them end up in the' waste 'appeals made' in .these Columns. H~ 'i!it~ in court the . 
paper basket: . ' . .. \ .. , local' by-law which forbade'pubIi'c meetings .without the 

If they ~ecld~ to try the methods of peddlers, t,hey oug.ht previous permiss'ion of the ehief of police and asked the 
not to be surprIsed, however, at the welcorp.e whIch awaIts· ...,.- . . 

. cdlporteurs who are importuriate and insulting. That has French Roman CatholIc II;laglstrate, seated under. a larg~ 
notning to do with re'ligious. freedom. It is simply ·a ques- 'c:t;'ucifix, if he understood the terms'of the law to include 

-·ti~n of instinctive ~efeJ}se on .the part of. people ~ho only ,the Roman 'Catholic cur4,wnen he wished to hold·a public 
~sh them to. hold theIr tong';les. , We, do !lot thmk Jhat corpus christi parade; The magistrate quirkly replied.-
Protestants dIffer .fz:om CatholIcs on thIS pomt, 'th 'd t' h' t th .. 'th '" ht f tri" t' th' , ' WI· eVI en orror a every oug '0 .... res 'c mg e 

. The S~eep "P.rovoke" the WoIf Roman Church; 'that the text 'of law did not mean that . 
a'Roman priest would 'be' required,to seek perl!lission fo~< 

The burden of the clerical' journal's editorial is clean his, pubIi'c manifestations. The magistrate's admission 
..~. The fault is not with the attackers but with the. attacked;. ",vas an uncOnscious confession that the inten.tion pf those 

it is the innocent . sheep . that p.rovokes the' hungry wolf '. who framed the blW was.·.to make 'it applicable to. non-
to ,pursue if; it is not the Roman Catholic' mqb!J who Romanist activities while allowing the ·priests free .to . ~ .. 

. " 'burn --chapels and attack ... street· preachers ~ho are to do as they pleased. That sort of thing is not freedom, . 
, blame,' it is' the peaceful Protestant evangelists' who iIi~. whatever' Le Devoir may' say. . . ." '.' .' 
~ cite the attackers and compel civil· authorities, acting' I ' 

under priests' 0rder, to ~rrest them. Su:(!h is the line Is Queb~ Pagan.? . 
. of reasoning

l 
of this paper which' assures us in the' same . T}j.e ,al:ticie we have q!loted, ab~veprofesses to pe deeply 

artiCle that "relig.iQ.us freedom is not at sthke!" SiIch ,wounded by the suggestion that the people of Quebec are 
was the 'reasoning of the ·imperial' Roman 'authoritiefl backward ,in any.way.; . Tliey are 'not pagans, it cries in 
pf the ancient wo:rld when t~ey cast the ~arly 'believers -horror, 'but lThristians .. · eonversions, it . says, can only 
to the lions. With the pagan persecutors it was not.a co'me after long discussions on the interpretation of,the 
question",of reIig'iQn at all, much I~ss-'C?f. relig-iou8 liberty, "Gospel' (L'E1Jangile). It.is indeed tOuching to see a 
'but of' obstinate disobedience t9 a 'civil edict on the .part . Roman !Catholic paper so interested" as to tell Protestants 
of a t:roublesOme' minority w~Q -were .deter-mined to run how they' ougp.t to proceed ,with their'work of evangeliza-:. 

,- .. counter' to the gre.at mass of public' opinion -and who tion: It rem~nds us.of the unasked for Ie'ctur~s on.proper 
: sought.to convert heathen' to the Gol)pel of Christ. 'We . methods delivered, by. the' Hotelman's Association- to 

'. wonder what Roman 'Catholic. writers w~uld \ ~hink; if "Temperairce' forces. 'We are well aware that French- _ _ 
they took. the trouble to !!ompare, their own intoler~n.t· Canadians' are an ind.ustrio].ls, sociabl~ and· decent folk.' • 
utterances' against ~rotesblnts~ with ,similar arrogant' We" cO:nfess that we HICe them' and c~rtainly w¢ .bear' 
statements~ JIl!lde by the ,perseo~tors o.f ancient. pagan' neither their language nor their race ·jllwill. B.ut that does 
Rome' againRt the first martyrs. - The inflexible but., not ,alter' the fact that t.hey are .wftliout "a knowledge of 

. unenlightened' defenders of a stat!,! church who c,ast John the way' of ,salvation as it is revealed in -the Word' of 
·.Bunyan into B'edford Jail for twelve long yeat:s decIar.ed . God. 'Those~hQ saw Rome's Pagan Circus at Ottawa 
that it ,was not- a' question of religious perseciItio,n '0!l a few years ago, conducted tinder~the Iname' of a M~rian' 
their part but of obl!~inate perversity ~n his part .. , All . COl1gress,' can ljave·1no dou'fit of. the essential. paganism 

. he had to do at any mo'ment to gain his liberty was to. . of ·this systeqt. Christ is put in it secondary place, tht'! 
" .' promjse'to ·refrain from preaching' in' unauthorized' as- effica'Cy of, His atoning sacrifice'is overshadowed by the 

sembHes-to them a matter of little difficulty; but to.. multiplicity of the so-'CaIIi~d sacrifice of the ma-$s where 
the author of Pilgrim's Progress' Ii matteI: of eternal im-'. priests command the Saviour 'to become reincarnate"on ~ 
portance \Yhich he dare' not do in the sight of God, ' their altars'; where they thEm 'blasphemously 'dare to say 

o· 

. that they sacrifice Him afresh! 'Charms, amule;ts, in-
.., , Queb~c's :Repressive·'l.;aw~ vocation of heavenly beings, 'superstitions of. all sorts, 

But we' return to the argument of Le Devoir, which : abo'Ul:td' in. the, Roman Church just as .th;ey abounded in 
speaks for ,the Roman Church in its ,mo:st .. conciliating the variQus lnlathen, religions whence .. Rome: ·absorbed 
mood. First of .all we_note its assertion' tha,t '!Baptists them in. the course .~f its struggle for, world domination. 
have the admitted right to .preach iheir, dQctrineanii" But the . most evident mark of 'Rome's anti-Christian 

..... to make converts among CathOlics. But there is their tendency is that it is a church without a- Bibfe!' It is' 
way of doing it." "Somewhere o.r'anothl:'!r we 'have heard true that edu'Cated French-'Canadians who dema·nd. the 
similar statements made about agreemen't with prin: .Bible may, 'purchase a translation that. bears the official 
ciples but criticism·of methods, an,d we must. say that imp'f'imatur, 'but in North~rn Que;bec, .of which we now 
it is not above·the 'suspicion of containing some ulterior sp'eak, the 'average Ftench-spealdng Roman 'Catholic. says 
'motive where more is meant, than meets the eY,e! Be flatly that the Bible i~ a forbidden, booI(.. Many of them 
that as it. may the asser.tion of our Roman Catholic con-· have told us that .their· priests ·have. commanaed them 
tem~rary that Protest;lDts have the right to preach in to bur.n copies of the Word 'of . 'God, . without note or 
Quebec'in French is' a piece Of theory wbirch has no ' comment, on the _ groum'!s tha-t -,it \yas said to be a 

.. cou·nterpart in actual practise: The ·wrecked· Shawiiti:--: • "filthy book,". Can'~ chur~h that" keeps the Word~ of _, 
.gim- Falli; chapel is mute evidence. of the falsity' of, La God from its people be ,said to be truly Chri's~ian? . 
Devoir's gratuitous as'sertion; as ar~ the arrests of the ,Le Devo"ir informs us. that conversions' <:an only come , 
street preachers menti~ned a'bove. 'Several Yeaz:s ago, at after long discussion as to the interpretatio,n o~ ·the 
least one Quebec municipality passed a by-law under Gospel (L~Evangile), which is the usual French word 

: the terms of which distribution' of. the Word of God, fOI: the four Go'soels or even for. th~. New Testament. 
even, without note' or comment, was fO_r'bidden,. When - But U;e fa'Ct of the matter is, as every Roman .. Catholic' 
several missionaries' were arrested' for street preaching' in Quebec knows, the masses' of· the people do not pOssess 
one of the 'best' lawyers in Quebec was engaged' 1.0 defend. the W O'I:d of God because they have .been warned ag~i~st' . 
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jt, by thelr pries-ts. 'It is to i~trodu~e them to the Bible TORONTO'S R.C. MORNING PAPER 
that the st.reet~orner.-pr~achers·proc~aim its message. TORONT.O', possesses but one morning' newspaper," 

.R(;mgh Trea~me:nt Pr9mised Evangel~ts ' , . which bears the names of the two pU.blications a, 
We note that Le Devoir warns Protestant evangelists millionaire's money purchased to form TM Globe. and', 

,that they must expect -rough treatment when they under- ,Mail.' Almost the only resemblance'to eith'erof its fore­
take to preach the iGospel in Quebec. We are well aware -runners this' paper stm retains is to be found in the 
of. the truth" of their warnIng;> as these pages' bear wit- -time-honoured' quotation from Junius which still adorns 
ness, and we' thnk God for the young people who have the mas·thead of Jts editorial page: "The subject who is 
takEl~ u'p: 'the challenge: and for the courag~' of ~he truly loyal to the Chief Magistrate will neither advise 
Freneh"Canadian . believers' whom 'God has given them. no~ submit to arbitrary measur~."· The kind of liP. ser­
We are firmly convinced that th~se tpings .'will fall out . vice the mo'dern, streamlined millionaire Globe and Mail 

· for the furtherance. of the Gospel as surely as' did' the renders to the principle 'of Junius,' while its heart' 'is 
persecution Of the 'early . ChrIstians -work 'for ,'the .ad~ ,far fromdt, is :well demonstrated in -the editorial from, 
vancem'ent of the saving truth of 'Chr1st in the 'days of that paper reprinted· below. " . 
the Apostles, . ' -, 'Q. _VJe ask our riaders to ''Coinpar~ the 'argument of the 
, As to the.:latest episode 'in 'Quebec when fou~ street ,Toronto, 'qaily~with.that of the'overtly Cleric~l"organ of 

preachers were arrested, on a charge of failing to obey ,the. French..lCanadian Roman Catholic Hierarchy in Que­
police or~ers I to move on, .we :are informed that only .~ec as quoted in "the preceding article. They both gi.ve 

· four persons were. listening when they. were taken in utterance to the saine .line .of official nbmapist propa­
charge by the police. T,here' was no ·disorder and no ganda, whiclJ. is that those wbo attempt by peaceful meet­
apparent motive :for ·the police order except ·the inten· ings 'on the street to 'set forth their views are guilty of. 

, tion to' put ~'n ~ri:d to all preaching of the ,Gospel. Sdch "provocation, ~nd are therefore to be. blamed. As we have 
abuse of ' police authority constitutes an arbiirary~abuse s'aid elsewhere, that sort of fallacious' reasoning' has 
of po:wer to abridge the British iiberty of free "speech. We always been the stroI!g argillpent of persecutors' in all 

: are convinced that there are u,nmistakable grounds here ages and ,places .. The.'" Globe "and Mail'ip this matter 
• for'a .civil actionDfor false arrest.-W.:S.lW. " makes itself a mouthpiece for the' 'official line'of Roman 

~ . '. . Catholic defense of intoler~nee in Quebec. As long as 
-, SPANISH OMELET . our Toronto daily is -thus' willing to have its editorials· 

(From The 'W.-ashingto;"~ Post) 'on religious freedom d'i.ctated in the' Chancellery. of Car-
That the enemy. of your enemy'is 'your' friend ·is the dinal-Archbis·hop McGuigan there will be no need of an ' 

theory which •. giv.es plausibility to the Senate_resolution official Romiin Catholic daily in Toronto'to"match the 
to lend $100;000,000 to Franco's Spain. But it ·is, a theory I' 'to I fl' t" f 7' D .. M entertained onty by. primitive minds, 'and is" utterly' at ' ecc esu~s !ca' u mma Ions 0 ~e evo'!.r In . ontreal, of 

· yariapce with logic, or common-sense. Worse, in the .present -Le. Droit" in 'Ottawa or L' Action' Ca.tholiq'ue in Quebel~ 
case the i'llusion is .terribly harmful, ·for :the vote will alien- 'City .. The. Glol>te and Mail is' muc;h more vahiable and \ 
ate mari~ Of' our ,true fl"ierrds,: and will .erode our moral useful·to lh' Hierarchy up-del' ,'Mr. 'George MeGu,l1agh's 
standing, all over'free Eill:'ope.· · 'd' h' I '. A wing of the Catholic ChUrch has never ceased to plug presl eney than IS t e podding and dull official'Canadian 
financial aid for Franco, though Vati'can-Madrid relations : Register.' . . 

.'are not exactly cordif:abul. .For th~ hl'asFt year or so <:o~ton , We .. have nothing b~t kindly feelings toward our morn-
inter~sfs,' thi~kiog 0 ' SIn,.!!ss WIt 'ranco, have Jomed .' te f 't, h '. t b '. 'to 
the 'backers. 11hen the military, worry.ing over 'beachheads mg,con~ mporary or 1. as JUs, een ?ur JOY . eat a 
in Europe, 'have never hidden their views. about the nee(f . very good 'dess,ert 'COnco!!te~ fro~ a recipe round on the 
for a friendly Spain, thougn the anti'Communism of Franco .Homemaker"s Page. T·he distaff side of our. household 

· s~rely requir.e~ no activation 'a.lon~ the route ol bribery. a:Vers that this is"the best part of .the paper and we' are 
Fmal'ly, s~ar~lpg the whole campaIgn,' a Spain }obby has t '1 . I' d to . t" th II t d . been subJectmg members of _ Congr.ess to tremendous s rong y mc me agree ~mGe ea mg e exce en es-
pressur~, c,oncentrating of late' upon the ]:tepublicans,and' sert ma~e therefrom (ReCIpe sent on request). We re­
mdulgmg ID much ,the same tactics as the China lobby spectfully suggest;to Mr. McCullagh that he would do 

:pr!cttiC;Sh' .. t t f 'th '. : h -" . .'- well to allow Madame Homemaker to w-ri,te his editorials 
DU "e sIms. er aspec 0 e vote IS t e harm that Will d'f h' .' db' h 

be ,done .in Western Europe to the American standing. A an.' I ,e I~ prepare ·to e respon.slibe for ~ e leg~1 . 
week or so ago much disquiet .was expressed' in "the SenMe 'actIon resultmg therefrom, to set hI,S Roman Cathohc 
over the success of l;lov,iet propaganda against. America. editorialist to writin,g the recipes, which may he les's . 
T~e then:'-e song, is America's a:lleged a!1tidemocracy .. In 'poisonous' than is hi's warped and perverted sense of . 

, thiS respect the vote on the loan to -Spam was as good: 'as 1" f d W SW ' 
· an appropriation of many times the 'loan to ~ne publicity re Ig.lOUS ree om.- " . 
chest of Mos~:w. It willI !be 'played up' 'as proof of the 
mockery of the dernO"(~ratic pretensions of· America; surely 
that is patent enough. This is 'a heavy price to pay for 
ibl"ibfng the enemy of your enemy to. be your friend. 

G'OSPE'l WITNESS PUBLICATIONS 
. ;' I !tepri,nts) . 

.. ~. , • f • 

"The Antichrist---:His Portrlliit'and History", 
, By Baron Porcelli ............. ~ .... _ ........ : ............... :: .... __ ............. _.......................... .50 

"The Greatest Fight in the World", by 'C. H. Spurgeon, 
64 pages .............. __ ......... : ............................... _ ......... , ........ _ ........ : .. _ .... _ ... _ .. , ....... .' .. 

"Blakeney's PoperY in -Its ~ocilll Aspect", 312 pages .......... _ 
• 25 

1.00 

Tlte ~ospe' Wlfness 
130 G~rrard Street ~ast, Toronto 2· 'Canada 

THE GLOBE AND MAIL EDITORIAL 
, Riots and brawls in . Northern Quebec towns, resulting' 
frQm street meetings' of some .youthful Baptist evangelists, 
hav.e ,been noted' several times in the news receJ)tIy. The 
pattern of these aff~irs ·is strl-kingly similar .to '-instances' 
which 'occurred two or ,three years ago in the same district. 
The fact 'that several of the same people are 'invoived 
suggests that they, learned little from their earlier experi­
en:ces, of the w~a,kness of t,he technique .. they are pursuing. 
Ef.forts at persuasion which end up in a free-for-all wou'ld 
seem to be at fault in. some particu'lar. ' , 
, These episodes have been portrayed as religious pel'!lecu­

tion; and it is quite proba:ble that some measure of intol- , 
erance is involve!i. But 'the claim of persecution would 
have mucp. greater plausibility if the victims were .not so 
ready to put themselves in'a provocative situation. Severa~ 

. of them have been arrested for violation of the law, or for I '- . . . ," . . . 
/ 
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defiance of the police. So~ehow sympathy comes hard for Princeton has the virtue of being ·brief, and yet it forms 
martyrdom so eagerly sought. an excenent introduction to the life and wOl'k of the 

Religious freedom is one of the most precious possessions grea:t preacher for those w.~o have I:1ot reid Spurgeon's 
of any society. But llke other freedoms, it imposes obliga- Autobiography, that entrancing story of how God saved 
tions and responsibilities equal to the importance of. the Ch I H ... . 
privilege. The most important of these is the recognition ... ar es' . addo~ 'Spurgeon and !"-hrust him fo~th as a 
of the right'" of others to thei!:' own beliefs, mistaken or· labourer IDto HI'S. great harvest fIeld. We heartIly agree 
erroneous though we may believe. them to be .. Unless a with Dr. Blackwood when he says that •• . . . many a 
mutu~l respect is accorded, ef.fort~ at persuasion are 1?o~nd young minister can learn ~uch by Hving with the· writ-
to fall. The cause of any particular form of Chl'lstoIan . • . . . 
teaching is not to be furthered by methods which .anger ten sermons of the London dIVIDe. So can hosts of lay-
others, or \vhich invoive d1srespect of the law. men and women." For that reason from the. fil'sf we 

There is nothing admirable in· notoriety-seeking or in 
I conduct disruptive of the publ,ic peace. This is not an . 

expression of the privilege of religioUS freedom, ·and the 
sooner the tactics leading to these disturbances are dis­
continued the better. No good pUlllOse is ibeing served, 
alld the day when Canadian religious and racial unity will 
'Ie achieved is befng put back many years by such unwise 

. conduct. 

, ~ .. 
ANOTHER VOLUME OF SPURGEON 

SERMONS 
CHARLES H. SPURGEON, VoZume II 01 Great PuZpit 

Masters, PubZished by FZeming lB. ReveZZ 00., N.Y. 
. Price in U.8.A .. ~2.25. .: . 

I T WI'LL not be 'necessary to review -Spurgeon's sermons 
in these pages, if indeed it were possible to do so aIJY­

where else. 'Certainly there is no need of giving this 
Pulpit Master what publishers call a "puff", ·to urge sub­
scribers to this.pB:per to read hi'S incomparable messages, 
for they would scarcely be regul'ar readers of this paper 
if they did not admire the Prince of Preachers, and if 
they were not already numbered among his admirers, we 
fancy that they would soon be added to :them or cease to 
subscribe to this publication. We -therefore simply an­
nounce, ;with deep satisfaction, that the well-known pub-

, lishing p.Qo\~se of 'Fleming Revell has brought out a vol­
ume of sixteen unabridged 'sermons by 'Spurgeon. Only 
two of them are to ·be found in the sixty-three volume 
M et1ropolitan Tabernacle 'Pulpit, while the others were 
delivered in connection with the celebration of the Lord's 
Supper. Hence they are addressed chiefly to b.elievers, 
though Spurgeon did not diffe·rentiate as sharply as ~ome. 
preachers do. in our day, between evangelistic sermons 
and those for the deepening of spiritual life. His preach­
ing of the Gospel was of the' sort that saints profited 
by it, since he always sought to expound the -great doc­
trines of grace, while his messages addressed to bel'ievers 
were so simple and direct, and at the same time so 
Scriptural, tl\at they never failed to point the 'Way to 
Christ. '. . 

IT here is no tonic for a preacher like reading the mes­
'sages of this great servant of 'God who was so signally 
used in his day and generation, and whose influence is 
still mighty through the printed page, as the. publication 
within the past year of three other volumes from his pen 
attest. (Sermons on· the Second Coming, and two vol­
umes of Sermon Notes.) 

We· trust there will be many more published, and not· 
only publishe'd but~ sold, and reali, for they are not only 
models of the art of homiletics, textboeks of theology and 
sources of illustration~" but they are.also food for the 
soul and founts of inspiration for· those who love Spur­
geon's Saviour. They make a preacher want 'to preach, 
even while they make· him feeI-he could l).ever preach as 
Spurgeon ·did. 
\ . 

The IntroductIon 'by Dr. ·Andrew W. Blackwood· of 

made it a rule in Toronto Baptist ·Seminary that the 
study of sermons, and especially qf -Spurgeon's sermons, 
shou!d form·'an important part of our course .. 

In lieu of .a review of this volume, we venture to re-. 
print below an' excerpt from ·Spurgeon that is given a's 
sort ofa frontispiece to one of the sermons contained 
in it. 

-W.:S.W~ 

" 

HOW THE SAVIOUR WELCOMES 
.. SINNERS It 

We are told 'that in stormy weather it is not unusual 
for small birds to be blown out of sight of land on tQ the 
sea. They are of,ten seen by voyagers out of their reck': 
oning and far from the' coast, hovering over .the masts 
on weary wings as if they wanted to alight ·and rest 
themselves, but fearing to 'do so. A traveller tells· us 
that, on one occasion, a little lark,. which followed the 
·ship for a_considera'ble ,distance, was at I'ast compelled 
through sheer weariness to alight. He was ,1l0 -Worn out 
as to 'be e·asily caught. The warmth of the hand was 
so agreeable to hiq:t tpat he sat down on it, burying his 
little cold feet in his feathers, and looking about with 
his bright eye not in the lea'st afraid, and as if feeling 
assured that he had been· cast among good kind people­
whom he had no occasion to be backward in trusting .• 

.A touching picture of the ·soul who is aroused 'by the 
Spirit of God and blown out of its own reckoning by the 
winds of conviction; and the Warm reception which the 
weary little 'bird received at the hands of passengers 
conveys but a faint idea .of that welcome which wiH greet 
the worn-out, sin-sick souls' who will commit -themselves 
into the hands of the only l8-aviour. 

~CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON 

GRACE 
Man must ·be Emiptied of self before he can be filled 

with grace. We must 'be stripped of our rags before we 
can be clothed with righteousness ; we must be unclothed, 
that we may be clothed upon; wounded, that we may be 
healed; killed, that we may be made alive; buried in 
disgrace, that we may-rise in grace. ~hese words are as 
true of the soul as ·the body-"Sown in corruption; that 
we may be raised in incorruption; sown in dishonour, 
that we may be raised in glory; ·sown ,-in weakness, that 
we may be raised 'in power." To borrow an illustration 
from the surgeon's art, the ill-set 'bone must 'De 'broken 
again, that it may be set aright. I would press this truth 
on your attention, because a soul filled with self has no 
room for God; and, like the inn of. Bethlehem, given to 
lodge meaner guests, a heart full of pride has n9 chamber, 
within whic:h Christ may. be born "in U'S the hope of 
glory". -DR. THOMAS GUTHRIE. 
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OLD TIME REVIVALS 

A NUMBER of very favoura:ble comments have be~n 
received on the series of ·ax.ticles entitled "Old Time 

Revivals" which we have printe<I in these pages during· 
the last few months. R~v. John Shearer, M.A., of Glas­
gow, ;Scotland, the author of the book from Which these 
intere!5tipg accounts have been taken has writt~ QS the 
following letter which we are happy to share with those • 
who have profited by his work: 

Glasgow, July 7, 1950. 
Dear Mr. Whitcombe: . 

You may freely use my book on Revivals in THE Gos­
PEL WITNESS. Many thanJtg for sending it so regu-
larly. It is greatly needed. '. 

God 'has blessed our witness against Modernism 
" greatly. Failing sight has compelled me to resign my 

of.fice as Principa!l of our Evangelical Baptist· Fel!low-
..... shjp Bible CoHege. I can 'barely see what r now write 
and reading is largely debarred. Dr. Henry CU!lT, a 
strong.Evangelical succeeds me in September. We shall 
'greatly value your prayers for us. . 

I enclose booklets 'and will be gratefu'l for ,; notice 
in TIm GosPEL WlTNESS. I fear that Ola Time Re­
'IiiooZs is now out of print but we have a quantity of-; 
booklets in two parts: The Story oj Revival, Part One 
and Part Two.. .. 

May our gracious God greatly cheer Dr. Shields 'and' 
yourself in your !f.ine wOl'lk for Him. . 

Yours in Him we love. 
JOHN SHEARER. 

The above-mentioned booklets may be' obtained from' 
the author at 38 QueeI).'s Drive, Glasgow S2, Scotland. 

- .-Part One is marl,{ed at the price of 4d:, by post, and cbn­
tains the fonowing articles, several of which have been 
printed 'in these pages:. The Fount of Revival, Luther and 
the Reformation,. A Gre~t Day at the Kirk of Shotts, 
Wesley and the Great Awakening; The Birth of the Bible 
Society. 

Part 'Two contains the following:. Athanasius contra 
Mundum, The "W'iLrk'" at Cambuslang, The American 
Reival of 1857, Praying Hyde in India. The price marked 
on Part Two is 5d. by post. . 

';~~ . 
THE REVIVAL IN DUNDEE 

AFTE'R ten months' labour in Lartbert and Dunipace, 
RO'bert M'CheYne. was called to Dundee, and here 

in the. quoad 8acra parish of St. Peter'·s he found. his 
great life-work. He was appalled at first by its heathen­
ism. He mourned its "idolatry and! hardness of heart," 
and the feeble influence of the ,surviving church. But 
with 1fu.e fortitude of faith he set himself to his task." 
Very soon he established a week!ly prayer meeting on' 
the Thursday evening, and here he read 'to his people or 
told 'them the story of God!'s marvellous work in past 
Revivals. ~Once again, as so' often 'before or since, the 
seed of the great harvest was sown in the prayer 
meeting. 

He devoted himself to his pastoral duties, and! often, 
after several hou~s of visitation, he would again meet 
the gathered' famHies under some friend1ly roof. and de­
clare 'the Word of ·Life. Preaching to h.im was an un­
ceasing del'ight. It was the unfolding of the beauty 
and glory of .Him he loved. He careful'ly prepared his 
message. One of his 'oft-quoted sayings is: "Beaten 
oil---'beaten oil for the lamps of the 'Sanctuary." Like 
Bunyan, he was "ever in ~he Word." Asked' one day 
if he was ever afraid of running short· of sermons he 
rePlied: - "No; I am just an in~rpreter of Script~res 

in my sermons, and when the Bible runs dry, then I 
shall." 

He 'loved, to make his appeals to the careless "on the 
back of' some massy truth;" God's Word' was In his 
hands.' like a 'hammer, and yet none ever preached with 
grea:ter sweetness or tenderness. 

But M"Cheyne was himself his greatest sermon, and 
here is the ·sec:r;et of his success. He walked. with God in 
the beauty of holiness. Our Lord's presence seemed to 
envelope him, d~ffusing' a Heavenly aroma. His very 
manner, his ibearing as of a man standing in God's pres­
ence, was' often the means of awakening indifferent sin­
ners,so that men who could not remember a word! 'he 
said found themselves with an unforgettable impression 

...tJh...at God had d.rawn very near to them. 
From the beginning God set His 'sea!l to his· ministry . 

Callers of an unusual type appeared at the manse-men 
and women in trembling anxiety of soul! Like the 
physician's 'house in an epidemic, his· home was marked', • 
and became-the resort of sin-sick sou~s. Men gathered 
from all parts of the 'town and d·istrict to 'his ministry. 
l'ha't surest sign of coming Revival, an enlarging prayer 
meeting, was now'a:ppearing, when a strange thing hap-
pened. . . 

This instrument of Revival,so 'delicately fashioned, so 
. perfectly adapted, was suddenly, in the eyes of men, qaid 
aside by the Great Mas'ter Build.er, and another uplifted. 
Never ro'bust, and unsparing in his labours, M'·Cheyne 
broke down under the strain of his str~nuous pastorate. 
Serious heart trouble developed, and he· was compelled 
to ileave the scene of his delightful duties 'and seek rest 
and renewal, first in Ed,inburgh, and later lin a pi'lgrim­
. age of enquiry amongst the Jews in the Holy Lanq. 

It may Ibe that men were regarding too fond1ly the 
instrument; and forgetting the Hand of Sovereign Grace 
that wielded it. But M'Gheyne was not really 'set aside. 
God ·ha.d used his pre·aching most markedly.. Now 'He 
would use .His prayer! During alI this period! of isola­
"tiion his heart bore the 'burden of Dundee, and, like Epa­
phras, he "laboured fe:rvently in prayeI:s." Sore sickness 
fell 'upon him in the East, and 'he lay at the gates of 
death. But still he agonized for his fIock, and· it was 
one day, while thus he travailed on the brink of Eternit~ 
'in far-off Bouja, that the great shower 'began to fall in 
Dundee. 

William 'C. Burns, aloready use'll so mightily in the Im­
syth Revival, was further honoured in opening the ·flood\. 
gate of 'b'lessing in Dundee. He took M'Cheyne's place 
in his. aobsence, and it was on a visit to Kilsyth that the 
memora:ble awakening took place there, on July 23, 1839. 
On his return to Dundee at the 'Thursdayevening prayer 
meetJing on August 10, he spoke of the wonders he had 
just witnessed, ·and invited. those to remain "who felt 
the need of an outpouring of the 'Spirit to convert them." 
About'a hundred waited, aIlld, as he addressed, them, sud­
denly that infinitely tender Spirit whose incoming An 
pQwer 'can never be mistaken, came upon the people, and 
the whole assembly was :bathed! in tears. From that 
moment the work went on increas1ing ·in might. The 
Church 'wa...s ·opened and dense1y crowded night after 
night for four ·months. The Word of God proclaimed 
by Mr. Burll's and like-minded ministers had piercing 
effect. The most tender presentation of Christ produced 
the bitterest agony of sou'} so that strong ,men cried 
out for mercy in the mid!!t ~f . the congregation. 
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" " -,The: wllol¢ city was ,moveii, for 'Ohrist aga'in' was" ',hli~t' I n"eve~'saw ~efore. ,You a1sO said sorrf~thing,"in~':~; 
centred! 'amid an a'daring ,people'. Wnole famJlieE! WE\re . your praye~ -tnat struck 'me very much. ,It was,' 'Thou 
affected at once, and' were, found! mourning ap"art as'ln', ,knowest:that w.e love Thee.' ' Oh, sir, what-would I 'give" 
the pred'i'Ction' o~ 'Zechari~. ~ A great spitit of re:Ve,rehc~ th!L~ I m!ght say to', ~y blessed .saviour,. 'Tl).ou ' knowest--
came upon- the community, and sin was greatlY.: re-: ,that' l love Thee;' "-"O~d Tim~ Revivals."" \' ~ , , 
strained. " . , ' , 
. Renewed in "strengt4, 'Mr. M"Cheyne' returned to· h,is. ", ~'. ' ..' '. . .', .' ,,' , 
.floc;k ~hile, the showers were yet' fidlip,g. No' slighteSt C;HRIST" BEG!~S ~HER~ OTHERS EN!? 
~inge-:.of.' jea'lollsy disturbed :his fellowship with ~~" 'With:ill this wealth of life, inventions, "ma<;hineries, 
Burns. Each -hE!-d.le~ed, a ~rea~ ~umil,it~ ,at the, ~aste~'s, ii'braries, schools; ,·,pppol'j;uriit~e~' . of '. all, kinds, ,w~th all 

"'\ '. '. 

:(e~-t, and co-operated'lll pure dlsm~erestedllove, ilIe has ,'. th~se.unreckonable nches"of CIVIlIzation, we are'stlll C~)D- ' 
des~ribed his first service ,a~ter his rettihi-,:the ohur~ ,scious of Ii gnawing ,and intol~rable wa:ri't:' Civilization' . 
cr~Wded'to the doors, ,th~ pu'lpi~ stairs filled on ~ne Slide ,has increa'sed·;the pungency'of that necessity. 'If civi1iza~ , 

,with the aged; o~ the other with little children; the'won-' tion had done less'we'.might have 'thought it could'have .' ,", '. " 
, ,~erfi.il singing,' so, swe~t, so te'n'!ier and 'affecting,~ the .' ,don,e . more, arid' we might have' been te:qlpted'to wait " , ,_ ':: 

" intens,e hearing of the Word, thnnimifest hunger for the' for it. We m{ght have said, "Give civ.iliza'tion'tiinE!, and 
,Bread of lJi~e; and 'then the'str,-ange convoy,1iomeward, . ~he will find ilie healipg 'plant; .she will bring .up ,the' 

~' '·.w,he~ th~ people th!:onged abollt him in'the sheet, press~_ golden stor'e that 'will drive all' poverty"awa~, she will 
,I ~ing u·pon him, as u.P,.On 'his Master .in Galilee, constrain- . feLch' the sage trom' far-off lands, that will Solve' every 

j~g hiPi-' 'to ,!!top and pray an:1:lJ 'speal( aiai-~ 'E!-Dd ~et"agllin .- probleli:t: muriiinai~ every my.sterY,'.unloos~t:l' eyery'chain-;', 
, . ori his way to 'the' rilai:lse! ' ; I,' ' ,give her' time, and she win- find the ,balm to lull my braip.. 
, ,,' ~u~i~~ ihes~ '.da~s of' ~~a~~n',!-~J} ear!;h, a"mu~ti'~lid'~~' to, ~est: an~ gi~eme}h~ ~r~~;do~·that come~ of pro~~und 

passed "from' (I:eaflli : to· 'loJ.fe. -They were very:,lar.gely :and ,~e~~wmg .sleep. GlVll~~a~PR h!l~;x~?usted~ ltselt : 
" ,frQJD' a:moDgst the Po,or and, working' classes.. T~ r~eh, There IS no.t~mg more' possI~le to', c~vlhzatJo~ exc~pt ,I,n' , , 
, 'h~Jamerits, were almost untrou,bled .. ~hEm grad~illy, .,,:m~tter,of ~egree, You ,~a?~o.t p~t Iyour fmger d~wn,: . 
'. the flood subsided and flowed quietly OQ, a 'brinmiipg ,up.on on~, thmg and, sa~, C~y~hz~tIon has' not B;ttemp~e~, , 
" ri~er 'within' 'its, banks. "The' work "stOod, ,for if' was : ~}l1.s 'yet .. I~ may qot hl!oxe !f0~,e .t? th.e fullleng~l,J, whlcn: 

maintruned. 'by an '\mceaslng' prayer. For~. time '00' It IS possI}>le 'to ove:rta;~e,.but ,c~vII~zaho~ has refl~ed. ?U~'" ~, ;: 
less ,than' thirty-nin,e prayer me,etiigs: were ,held weekly . ~:tt0uses" glvet;l, us. eQu~atlOn" dJspel~e~, ~1l:~Y. 'pre~~~Ic,es, , 
in':connection with h,is Church,' and ,or: these 'five were ' gathe!ed ~ro)ln4. u~,rIChes of ~1.1,~mds. ,~~v.!hzatl0n.has, , \,~ 

:'carried! on 'wholly !by children." He loved 'the ichildren, put Plctureo!! upon o.ur ;wall~'" songs ~nto our mouths, fll.led 
d I' d it d 'hi If th f ..,' f' "." our h~uses WIth musu,!al, mstru,ments, made everythmg 

ea.!' y, ~~ a . ,mse '~'. e. r~e ,Joy'ous:~~s 0 ,an 'l~- ,.bea~,tiful,and ri'ch, and:'yet we have covered, up a-worm 
"noce~t .cll~d. The wor:~ .~ngst ,~se~ httle. o~es ~~s,:, that dieth not with most charniing' 'flowers, with most 
remar~QlY deep ~d a:bldmg, ,~!3' 18 Wltnes~ -by hIS' beautiful coverings of aU ima,ginable kinds, _ 'The one 
tract, .. Anobhe.r ;Llly Gathered., These ,lamlbs

j 
of 'the thing o.ur civilization hils no't touched in 'us is: our sin', 

!lo~k w~re lovmgly welcomed~ ~nd ~t the Lord s ~ble We.have seen pictures: a~d have gone home ~ lay our' 
'.' their bn.ght young faces, r:addanrt With a Heaven~y JOY, head upon- tp.orns, We h~ve h'eard music, a~.' ~loqu~nt 

, gav~ a fr.esh ,sw~Ert;ness to ~lie feast of love. , lie and have fallen' down on' bruised knees'to uttel' a, 
Robert M"Cheyne 'hacJo now, three y-e¥s, to live: -He wi;l.s· sobbing cry for. paJ;don. • " '-..' ' . ' 

hau~te~ ,by the 'C?I!-vi~tion 'Ilhat his c8xe;~. would be sh?!:,1' ' So 'Jesus Christ still kreps hi!!, pl'ace in civilization. He 
,Durm.g those last 'year~ a deep 'solemnIty and a gr~at begins where others end; Where they· cry' froin ex­
yearmn~ love maz:ked ~s\.uttera~ce., ,~e preach~ yenly haustion he pu't;S 011 his strength. ,Where the mystery 
a;s a dymg'man to dymg ,~men, watclimg 'for theJr,sou'ls bewilders 'and, blinds them, he ,dispers it by many a shaft 
as one who ~~s,t shortly gJ,.ve ~n account. ~he sense, of !1 of light. He is the propitiation for my sins, he s,tands, 
fas.t 'app~oacll1l!g e~d, saved him !rom ~e sn~~~, 'O~ popu-. between me and God, and O;-,mystery of love, lIe stands 
~.a~~y." Oh, for closest commUnIon With Goa, ~ cn~, ~ between me and. himself;' for he 'too is Judge, and, the, 
tlll soul, and body-h~ad, f~ce and heart~shme, With sentence of life and' death is upon his lips. , He knows 

'Diyi~e,b,~illiancy! But o'h! f?r a holy-,ignotanc~ of o~r;,: ,my day!! -.he cOmforts'me with ma!lY a Ipro~i'se:' He ' 
"shm,mg!" , ,~, kn,ow8 my 8m - he says h~ came to z:eply to ItS agony 

His laJbours increased. and: extendJedo, and the, memory and to destroy its pOwer. 'He knows my, weariness,- and 
of his evange'listic touvs linger,s in many parts of ,Scot- he 'promises me rest in his own great heart, and let this 
land! to this' 'd'ay. The end' came 'on March 25th, 18~3, be said abOut him...;..... which can be sai,d of no other man' 
The typhus fever, 'ragiilog in his ~s'h; su~den~y ,seizEm ,- :he met the world'-s want; in words i,f not'in'realities. 
his ~nfeebled frame, and', after a verY Ihrief illness, he Say what we will about realities, this man' !Dentioned; 
succumbed. 'In' 'hlis delirium ·he', was ever in 'spirit with th.e very thing vy:e need m9st. He says, "You waItt IJfe?~' 
'his 'beloved f~ock, praying, preachi~g and directing them Yes; that is true. ~'You w.ant ~est?" Yes, abov,e all,thi.ngs, 
. Heavenward. He dJied with his 'hand :uplifted: in the. act· we want res't, "You feel hunger?" Yes, a gnawing 
of benediciion. " hunger, '''You are athirst?" Yes, aflame,. af,i.re with 
-'.Atter his death a letter was open'ed 'addressed to thirst. "Then,", saith ,~e, "I' pave mentioned your nece~­

. him ~y one who h~avd hi's 'l'ast sermon. I~ read '~s fol~ows: "s~ties : 'I will address m~~elf ,:00 t~eir. direct and, !mmed'l-
" "I 'hope you will pardon a stranger for adldressmg to -you ~te and co~~lete' s':!pply. As a poetIcal" co~ceptIon, tak­

a few .!ineo!!. I 'heard you' preach last Sabbath evening, ,mg tha~ hmlted VI~W only, the _ Carl?enter s Son stands 
and 'it plea'sed ,God to bless that 'SermOn to my soul. . It ~bove kmgs and cro~ned on,es of every name and s~g- , 
was 1)ot so much what you said! as' your ~anne:t: of spea,k- gests what they -ha~ not ventured to dream, 

,ing, that struc~ me. I s'aw'in you a beauty of holiness , , ' ~OSEPH PARKER.: 
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A FEW :WORDS ON' REAI)JNG THE BIBLE .. pr6f~ct the, resolutions 'of Hi"s'children, to giv~ ourselves 
, . . .' I with new ardour to the study of Scripture, to/sacrifice " 

. The following brief meSsage is translated from Les, ' ~ , 

.. 

, . 

Adieux (Farewell Messagf;Js) of AdO'lpne Monod, a great' to it"Jf ,heed be,'a -host of instr.uc~jve ,and useful rean-
French evangelical pastor who, as he lay on ,his !lying 'i.ng, which, are" not comparabl~' to the Word of, (R)d, and 
bed rac~ed w.ith pain,was, ,jn the ha'bit of gathering , _ ,to live with:this Word as we wis~ to live with God Him: 
some ,f.ritllds around him each Sunday ,and sharir.g with self, because the reading of this inspired Word of th~, 
them his, 'Sweet meditations 'of the Lord and his gloW-
ing testimonies of' the :on~goings. of God' upon his soul., Spirit of God, is like ,a conversation with God. ,I reeom-', 
The following message was delivered on November 11, mend to' yOU; my. dear friends, I the Word of ",God con-

,1855, ' '., , stantly and profoundly studied and 'meditated. It will 

I T HAS, been, '~y 'custom on, the;e' occasiorfs to address' l~ft us u~ above all, e~se; it will 'be the, stre~gth o( ~ur 
, 'some word of Christian ,exhortation to the friends hf~, the JOY of our heart and our wwe:rf1l1 ,consolatio:n 
who ,have so kindly ,gathered'about' me, 'To-day my , 'in'li.fe and in de,ath, through 'Jesus 'Christ. I ask it for 
suffering depri"ves',me of, that consolation, and I must you as for ~e. Amen. , ' , ,', 
confine my efforts to tell you. of a fact of Christian 
experience, which may, .lead ,you .to a plessed reflection 

, " ' on' the value of "the Word of Go<J.. I speak in' alI" sim-' 
. ' pli~i,ty, of an experience.. that came to, me thi:s week,' 

FOR BOYS :AND .. GIRLS,-AND THEIR' 
~_ " ELDERS" ' ' 

- ~ During one of the nights in which I suffered much and 
I" , , .. , ", slept little, toward the end' of the ,night at half past "four, 
r' Il, .~ \yent ,to bed in, the -hope ()f o:!,>taini.ng some rest, while'· 

, ,How doth, the littie busy 'bee 
Improve each shining hour, 

And,gather.honey all the, day , 
From- everY opening' flower! , ;' - I asked the .young' man, wl)o was sitting up with me, ,one ' 

t ' of those. who' have had the, goodness, to devote themselves, ' ' HOw,s'kHifuUy she bUi'ldsher cell! 
" ,to me'in this way, to.read me a chapter of the Word of' . 

, God. :,He, offered to read"me the eighth chapter of the', . _ 
Epistle 'to the ,Romans. ' I acce-pted his· offer, ,asking hiin. 

How neat she . spreads the wax! 
Anp, ~a'bours. 'hard to store it' w.ell -
'. With thE! ,sweet food she makes. 

'" 

r ~ J. , ' 

• . . 
I 
! 

'-

. "', 

. ' 

'in order to gr~sp the-connection of"ideas,.to begin at the 
sixth or even at the £l1th chapter. ,We read one afte!' 
the other" th.efifth, the sixth, the seventh, the eighth 
chapters, and I Ii!) longer though"! of sieep, for my atten'­
tion, my interest, my ad~iration were, aroused by the 
heavenly language of Saint Paul, I mea,n rather of th-e' 

'Holy Spi-qt speaking through Saint Paul. Then we read 
the ninth and following 'chapters right to the end of the ' 
the book, with,equally sustaihed in,terest;, and 'finally we 
read the first four chapters in order to leave nothing'outl', 
and thus we we~t through the ent~re, Epistle, Almost: 
t~o p.ours were thus pas'sed, and, I thought of nothing 
'but of reading the 'Word 'of ,God and p-rofiting by it. 

In works of ,labour or of skm 
I would 'l1e' busy' ,too: , 

For Satan finds some, mischief still 
, For idle -nands .. to do., ' , 

In 'books, or' work, or healthful play 
. Let my first years 'be past,­

That I, may give for every, day 
Some good account 'at l'ast. I', , 

" 

, ~ISAAC WATTS, ' 

Biblc ~ Scbulli, , Lesson Outline: 
Third. Quarter Lesson, 9 ',August 27, 1950 The Lord in his gqod'ness provided, for the bodily rest Vol. 15 

thJlt I lacked. : I carinot' tell you how I was stl'uck ih ----:':"'-.....,,......---.;....--.----------
re~ing the 'Epi-stle to the ~omans in its entirety, 'by, OLIVE L, OLARK"Ph,'D. (Tor:) 
the seal "Of ·divinity., of tru,th,' of holiness, of charity, , 
and by ppwer :Which is imprinted on each page and on THE DECREE OF'<CYRUS 
each word. We., felt, my young friend arid- I, :without Lesson T~xt: Ezra 1" 
~at first co,mmunicating our thoughts, ,that -we had been 't;tolci~n Text: "FQr 'thus saith tlJ,e Lord, ,That af,ter sev.entj 
hearing a voice from ,hea,yen, ,that independentlY of, those years be' accoIl}plished at Ba1!ylQn I will visit, y,ou, and 
testimonies 'which attest the inspiration and the divine pe~form my good wore toward you, in causing' you to 
authority of ,the Scripture, it bears its own witness to , ,return to this place."-Jer. ~9:10" 
itself ,with complete e~ficiency, just as Jesus 'Christ bore -INTRODUCTION: ' 
witness to' Himself by his works. We also felt how use- For several weeks we ,nll-ve been studying: the messages of 
ful it :is t9 read the -S,~ripture as a whol~, and: how we' proPhe'ts who, ,prophesied, ei-ther before the period of the 
I h b t k" . I . t' 'f 't f d' captivi'ty of Israel, which commenced in 721 B.C., or before 
o'se ~ue y a mg on y por Ions 0 I" ragmen.ts, e- the cBlPtivjty of Judah'in 586 B.C. Ezekiel and Daniel were " 

tached verses" /1. book can only be understood by read- prophets of ,the exile. Haggai and Zechari8h encouraoged the 
, ing ~t as a whole. That l~ us to see that there aJie two leaders of the captives as they returned to relhuild Jerusalem 

ways of studyjng the Word of 'God which O'Ught to be albout 536 RC, The his~ry of 'these events is recolded by' 
foHowed:' the \one, a, s-1Qdy of the whole'to produce the E~ra and Nehemiah. For _that reason we are studying Ezra 
blessed impress, ion ,'that we had J'ust en;o-u:ed, and 'the 'first so as to understand, the historical Ib~ckground·; then' 

• ..., J_ Haggaj and Zecb,ariah, afterwards Nehemiah; who- tells of 
other ,a detailed study, in order to understand each verse later events, and finally Milla'Chi; the last of the Old Testa-
and each word, But the principal impression was a feel- ment books, ,. , . 
ing of humility .. We said,'one to the other: "What, have The Book CJf Ezra, follows 2 Chronicles iil order (IOompare 
we had a treasure like this at hand and have we neglected 2 Chron. 36:22, 23' with Ezra 1:1; 2). The events described 
~to draw upon,-it?- We' have spent two hours 'in heaven, !n his history cover about 80 years, from,..the decree of .cyrus 

, - , m '536 ,B~C., to the settlement of'the,return,ing cap'tives about 
we have, found ourselves transported, not only into the"· 4&.(; B.C. -A-ssyria, iby whom Israel" had beim' subjugated, and 
company of ,the be$t of men; of the inspired a,nd' privil- Babylon, to whom Judah was enslaved, had both lost power, 
eged organs"of the Holy, Spirit, but of the elect' angels being defeated by the Medes and Persians" The Persian 
and the company of Jesus Christ." We resolved, placing Empire, founded 'by Cyrus the Great and s'trengthened by 
our resolution under 'the care of Him who alone can Darius, ref!.chedits,greatest extent,in the reign of Artaxerxes or Ahasuerus (Ezra 4:5, 6; Esth. 1:1)., ' , 

o , .... 

" 

; 'I 
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The wording of the decree is definite, decisiVe and exact 
(Ezra 6:1-12; 7:11-26). ,Cyrus \vas ready also to implement 
~is permissive le~islation. " . 

Ezra himself, a faithful priest and leader of the Jewish 
people, appears .to have enjoyed 'high favour at 'the Persian 
court. He was a ready scri'be, a man of education and piety 
(Ezra 7:1-10). From ~rtaxerxes, the king of Persia, he 
received letters, money and supplies which enabled 'him to . II. The Decree Executed: verse's' 5-11. . 
lead a large party of Jews Iback 'to their homeland about 'In spite of the fact 'that King.;",CyrUs had given ,permission 
457 B.C. (Ezra 7:.11). He ca;rried out many necessary re- f 11 J . h '1 to b k t 'th' h 1 'd 1 b forms. Ezra narrates also the history of .the return of the or a eWIS eXI es . go ac 0 elr ome an , on y a out 50,000 availed themselves of the privilege (Ezra 2:64, 65). 
first party of exiles under ZElru!bbabel and Joshua. \) \ . It is sad to think that the majority apparently preferred to 

The Book of Ezra maybe divided into three sections: remain in the heathen land wi'th i~s wild pleasures, its idol­
atry and its sin. Many had /been called, but only a few 

I. The First Return of Exiles (Chapp. 1-6). chosen (Matt. 20:16). The invitations of the Lord may be 
II. The Second Return of Exiles (Chapp. 7, 8). spurned 'by many, ·but, blessed are they who listen to His 

III. The Reforms of Ezra (ChaJpp. 9, 10). voice (Rev. 3:20). . . . • . 
I ' , It is no'teworthy that many or thol!e returning were leaders, 

EXPOSITION: priests and Levites, for they set an' eXample, for Ithe people, 
I. The Decree Expbunded: verses 1-4. . and they were ready to guide the affairs of the restored com­

munity (Ezra 2:68-70). Zerubbabel, whose Persian name 
Daniel, ·the prophet of the Lord, --had influence in the was "Shesliibazzar" (v.8), had 'been born in exile, :but was 

Persian ·court, as he had had w'ith Ne'bucl1adnezzar, King of recognized as the prince of Judah (v .. 11; Ezra 3:8; 5:16). 
BaJbylon (Dan. 1:17~21). To him God revealed His Divine Cyrus coilnte~ ou't the treasu~s which h,d ,been taken by 
purpose 'to f~ee His people from 'the yoke of their captors, Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon wHen Jerusalem was captured 
as w(-)ll as the. time of their liberation (Jer. 25:9-14; 27:22; (2 Chron. 36:7; Dan. 1:1, 2) and handed them over to Zerub-· 
29:10; Dan. 9:1, 2). Daniel would also know that God had babel (Ezra 5:14; 6:5; Jer. 27:19-22). '.Dhis incident.illustrates, . 
foretold through Isaiah, some two hundred years' previoUsly, the grace of God, which causes 'those whose 'hearts have been' 
that the name. of the monarch destined 'to deliver the Is- touched, to yield 'their all to th~. Saviour (,Lk. 19:8). 
raelites would be Cyrus (Isa. 44:28; 45:1, 13); It is probable 
that Daniel, knowing 'that· the time for the fulfilm.ent of FOR YOUNGER CLASSES:' 
God's purpose was drawing near, had communicated' these The even'ts of this chapter 'may be .told effectively in your 
matters to Cyrus' (Dan. 1:21; 6:28; 10:1). • own words. Impress upon the scholars the fact that the 

The great lesson of this' chapter ,is that 'God carries out Lord Ihas a ,plan for every life and for every nation, and 
His sovereign designs (Acts 15 :18; Rom. 8 :28). The Is- ,that He will carry out His purposes.' Illustrate ,by reference .. 
raelites, disciplined and enslaved because of theIr disobedi- to .the Israelite's in bondage 'to Egyp't and th~ir liberation ac­
enc,e to God, had fulfilled their time of. exile, ,and God in . complished by God thrOugh His servant IMoses (Exod. 1:15). 
mercy was abou:t to restor~ them 'to theIr own land, as He· . '. 
had promised (Jer. 33:10-14). But only a minority returned, . DAILY BIBLE READINGS '. 
and there was no general national repentance. Thus, with . Aug. 21-The King's Decree Foretold ..... _._ .. 2 Chron. 36:14-23. 
the exception of a Ibrief period, they remained a subject. Aug. 22-The King's Name Foretold ........ __ ._._ Isa. 44:21-28. 
people until the year 1948. Every word of the Lord will . Aug. 23-The King's 'Power Foretold ........ _. __ ._ .•. _.; I~a. 45:1-8. 
ultimately ,be fulfilled in His own time and manner (Matt. Aug. 24--The People's Return Foretold .. _ .... _ ..... Jer. 27:19-22. 
5:18).' \ Aug. '125-The People's Liberation Foretold ___ ..... Jer: 25:8-14. 

God is sovereign in the ins'truments through whom His .Aug .. 26-The Lord's Visitation'F~re'told ........... Jet. 29:10-14. 
will- is to be accomplished .(1 Sam. 26:19; 1 Kings 11:14,.23) .• Aug. 27-The Prophe't's Prayer for Judah _ .............. Dan. 9:1-19 . 

. The he~then king, Cy!~S, whe~her or n<?t he w~s influenc:ed SUGGESTED HYMNS 
by Darnel or had politIcal deSIgns of 'hIS own.lD connectIon .' . . . ' 
with the Jews, was· used 'by God to fulfil His own purpose; 0 ~od o~ Bethel. I am not s~Illed to understand. Begone, 
it was God who sUrred him up to write the decree (Isa. UIl!behef.· Twas Jesus my S.avlOur .. 'Come, ye that love the 
4~:28; 25:1). ' Lord. Encamped along the hIlls of mght. 
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