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"Then Martha, as soon as she h,eard that Jesus was coming, went and met hi~; but 
·Mary sat still in·the hou'Se."-John 11:20. _ - , 

WHAT the alphabet is to all literature, what the ten 
numerals are to the science of numbers" the Bible 

is to :human experience. The Bible ,is el~meD'tal-I do 
not mean elementary, but elemental. It reveals the ele­
ments of human life, the stuff of which life is made, and 
it shows those .elements in every possihle contbination. 

The text is taken from the ,story, of the, sickness and 
death, and su'bsequent resurrection of Lazarus. It is a 
story Of disease and death, such a story as we are aH 

,familiar with,' and it may 'be that if we follow these sis­
ters into the 'place of shadow we may be able with them 
to emerge into the garden of flowers and sunshine 
beYond. 

I. 
I begin with this observation, THAT THIS BOOK OF 

INFINITE WISDOM RECOGNIZES THE DIVERSITY OF HUMAN 
~EMPERAMENTS, WHICH THE FACTS OF LIFE AFFIRM. 
Martha and Mary, though sisters, were not alike. They 
were two distinct personalities with different tempera­
ments, witih different points of. Vliew .. Life to one was 
not precisely w'ha.t it was -to the other. They were, in 

~ fact, about as different as two women of the 'same family , 
,could poSlS-ibl~ 'be. They had some\ things in common, of 

course, and the one thing which was most prominent, was 
their common devotio'll: to the Lord Jesus Christ., They 
had different ways of expressing that devotion, of show­
ing it, 'but 'there was no doubt that they were virtually 
equal in their love to the Lord, in their pas'sion for- the 
Son of God. ' 

\ The B,i'ble makes aHowance for di~ferences of tempera­
-ment. It doe$ not require that aH personaHties should 
be run into the same mould. It makes allowance for 
differences of mental constitution a'I!d stature; for dif­
ferences in our emotional natures; for differences ,in gel}-

eral, and I suggest to you that 'much of our misunder- ' 
standi'ng of each other, and of the faets of life, and 
espe'Ci~lly our mi'sunderstanding of Divine Providence, 
God's dealings with us, is due to our desire for, and 
insistence upon uniformity. I say this story of disease 
and death, thes,tory of deep sorrow, and as they thought, 
I supp'ose, unexampled grief, is one with which we are 
all familiar, and -here, 'as always, there emerges the ever­
lasting problem of the relation of 'God Himself to these 
events. And in our endeavour to int~rpret Div,ine 'Provi­
dence, to understand the ways of God with men, we are 
in danger of setting up our own standards of ju'dgment, 
and insisting that even God Himself should conform to 
our way of thinking, and to 'our 'schedule of events on the 
plane of time: There is a colloquialism, almost a pro­
verbial saying, common with.most of us I suppose, when 
.we address each other in certain difficult circumstances" 
'and presume to say, "If 1 were you I would do so-and-­
so." What a presumption that is! What a piece of 
arrogance to undertake to tell somebody else what they 
s-hould do in given circumstances on the ground that we -
think that, were we in their situation we should do thus 
and so. Very probably we 'should not do anything of the 
'kind. But why should we insist upon, or even. desire our 
own way.? What is there particularly attractive ·in any 
aspect of life in mere uniformity? I am sure that the 
soldi~rs 'were glad to get out of uniform, and I suppo'se 
most of them would be ,reluctant to pht their uniforms on 
again. They preferre4 names to numbers, and preferred 
to 'be able to adorn themselv~s, or to dress in something 
-distinctive' and different, so that ·they would not aU 'be 
taken for the same ,person. 

I very often wish that the waiters and waitresses in 
some places might -have large -numbers, easiI~ distinguish-
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.ahle, becausEl 'when you put them in ~nifor~.I declare 
they all look alike, andi.l cannot -tell whiCh is the waiter 
that waited on' me, ·and· that is ·the one I want to get. 

. Sometimes 1 have made -the mis.take of,.addressing an-' 
other wai·ter or waitress only to meet with the response, 
"I am n'ot your waiter, sir." "Well,. where is he, or w:he·re 
is s·he?", Simply' h.eeause they all-loo'k alike. Now, you 
do not ,look' .like any-body el-se. That may lle fortunate 
or ~nfortunate, according to the point of view; 'but w'hy. 
should we want uni.formity in our facial- features and 
expression? i like to meet with peOple.who are ainiost as 
~angeable- as the. weather. l!Io not want them to be 
alwaYE(weeping;. I do .not want them to be always ·beam,-
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.'ing on me, as though they wanted something; 1 like a 
little variety· in human personaHty . .out on the outskirts. 
of the city 1 have noticed streetslof new houses, and they· 
arEl' everyone alike_ 1 rather suspect. that there are .. 
exactIy the same number of bricks in each .house, and 1 . 
said to myself, "How in the world, do the people who Hve 
on. that street know which house is theirs? How do tliey 
manage to avoid going into their l:leighbour's. house ?". 
And then 1 noticed that the roofs' are painted red and 
green and 'blue, ~rid 1 say to myself, ·"Ah,-·that is the 
reason. They wouldn't know' where they iived !if there' 
were not some distinctive mark upon their house." not mean to say that the parents shoul-d. not 'COrrect the. 

WeH now, 1 tl).ink that the. temples in which "()~r hum~ children of their errors. 1 do 'not mean to say that we 
spirits dwell may weHQe distinctively marked:. 1 travelled· J should not subject o-u-rsel'Ves to the _disciplines of -Hfe, 

-J with a. couple of men,' ·both of them .men of ,distinction, so _ tliat th_e angular 'corners may ibe :r:ounded and the 
years ago·in Europe.' We were together, 1 suppOse, two ro'ugn places polished.· 1 do not mean that, but 1 mean 
or t'hree months, One of them, a very prominent man that elemental thing in ,l.ife, a man's essential nature, 
.pu'bHcIy, attracted great audiences, but privately W!lIS onE) that thing that came' into the world . with him .when he 
of th'e most monotO'nous c.haraeters 1 have ever met~. ~o' wasoom, .and. which. no .. school' or trainer, ho·wever expert, 
matter w'h'at was 'shownhim in'our travels,-he always had can ·ever·change. That.·'isthe. thing we need· to' undE)r~ 
the .same~almos-t inane response to· make. I think som·etime·s stand as the others need to understand us; and therefore, 
1 J;teard -him say it a dozen times ·in a day, and. I .fell; Uke in the varied exi"gencies'of'iife; in the 'stress and 'strain 
'prodding him, if 1 had had one of 'my wife's hatpins, and of. S9rrow,.,and even of temptation, we- should le!lrn to . 
saying, "M'an alive, can~t you find :something else to study wha!t is in that man,' what is in -tha't woman, and 
say?" - But again and agai'n with wearisome monotony, come to an '-unders-tanding of them according to the 

. 'face to face with some stupendous matter, he would say, nature of theix:.own d-ispositi~n, - . . 
"Well, this reminds me of a' saying of Josh ,BHlings: 'I 1 say the Bi1!le everywhere makes allowance for that. 
am now standing by Sha:kespeare'stomb; gihe is a suc- Have you, noticeil how different· the - twel:ve men were 
cess'.'" It was supposed- to be humourous, ·but at" last!; it from each other,' whom the Lord Jesus cllose to be \ 

-seemed to me to 'be utterly silly. The either man. had a apostles?' Some of them uno'btrusive, willing to serve 
different type of mind', and his speech was· like a' flowing obscurely, and yet, servants of the . Most High. Some of 
fountain,"a bubblolng spring. He llever' said the same . them impulsive and -outspoken, endowed with great in- ,'. 
thing twice: He was jpst as fresh as the. mornin'g dew. itiative; some of them wit1i~ greater depths of under- • 
You, know, when you get up earJ.y in the morning, if you ;standin-g, and 1 suppo~e, with profounder deeps ()f 'charac-
do, and the dew is on the.'grass, the sun is just l"ising, ter .. But no"-two of .them alike.· 1 think very probably. 
tlJ,e birds are just 'beginning to sing, you say. to yourself, . thE\. Lord of Glory wanted a llittle variety When He select-
"ReallY;.this is the freshest morning'i have ever kriown~" . ed':t~e aPostles w~om He chose to 'be with Him.. . 
Because 'God's mornings are all fre·sh so 'are His 'mercies : _ 
fresh every .morning and new' every evening,- and infinite . :n. 

. .. 

. I 

, variety in ·His dealings with men. Now let us look- at THESE Two 'TEMPERAMEN'TS; So' 
. AI).-d so he has apportioned·to,His human ~reation dif-J>IFFERENT' FROM EACH OTHER, AND YET ~O ENDOWED 

f~z:ent t~IJlPeraments·, and He knows what is in nian~ He 'BY' 'THEiR MAKER WITH ADMIRABLE' QUALITIES,. BOTH 'OF 

, , . 

knows ·how to deal with men, and what ;is more, with' THEM..' . - . '... 
women too .. Mary ·and Martha, 1 say, w:ere entirel~ dis- Martha was of an active- temperament; -Martha was 
simHar_ 'Tney lived in the ~ame' house, they were chiidren- always doing things. 1 do not suppose' s'he spent very. 
apparently of the same parentS, and yet, temperamentally, many qu·iet or inactive hours;' she was always- bustJiing . 
_they wer~ poles apart. And how sweetly the Bible deals' about doing something. Slie had a ·-large. pI-ace in her 
. with both of them. With w'ha:t understanding the Divine 'heart for th~ Master, eyen as she had deeply loved· the 
. Spiri·t h~s inspired :the record of theiz: sorrow, their -un~ _. :brother, l!OW so .. sadly. !emoved from- her side. Buf the 

_ speakable grief, and their recovery at -last in the Divine . active "temper,ament seems to take sorrQw. a little less 
presence, as they stand in resurrectioniglory! lightly than 'fjhe contemplative. When Martha came home 
, Therefore,. 1 think we ·ought :to try and· learn that les~ from the funeral '-she didn't sit" down to wipe her eyes 

son, and take people pretty much 8!S we find 1ihA!m. 1 do and to' mourn. 1 am quite sure you would 'have found . . .." .. 

{~. \ 
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her, with~n ten minutes 'of her entrance to her :home, busy "WeIll, have you finighed? If you have perhaps we can 
in ,some fol'm of ·household· duty. A,ctive temperaments talk a loittJre sens~ together." Let the grumbler grumDle 
like t'hat have some 'advantages over the' coI;ltemplative. if he wants ·to. Let .Martha have her way, for that dis­
They are able sonuitimes to forget their grief in .their position will.always give vent to what is within. She I 

strenuous endeavoul"8. They go to work to get things will-. not bottle' up her sorrow, s'he wil~ "telll about it. 
done, and the .danger is'that some people who do not , But note will ~u, "'Then Martha, as soon .as she heard 
understand wHl say, "Oh, well, Martha doesn't feel ,it very that Jesus was comipg," what did she do? 'She "went. 
deeply; she soon recover a from her ·grief.· Look at Mary .• and met Him." I'do not .know whether real!ly in' the 
How differently Mary views this great ·bereavement." first' flus'h of her, I had almost said displeasure, she feli' 
. 'l'ru~ s'he viewed it differently, 'but I do not know whether li'ke saying, "I am just going to' meet Him and give Him 
she felt it very mucl1 more deeply. At all events, there a piece of' my mind, and ask Him why He was so long 
was -COntraSt between the two. ..... in coming." Did you ever meet people Uke that, who are 

'So in life; dear friends. It i's a good'thing to be born in 'the haibit of going out and giving somebody a piece of 
with an active 'disposition. It is a good thing to have their mind? I thin'k perhaps Martha intended to do that, 
graee,grace to ·be agreeable and pleasant. It is a great Anyway when sh~ 'hea.rd that Jesus'was'coming she went 
adV'anta'ge to be endowed 'by our firs:t birth with an out to meet Him, and·w'hen'she met Him s'he.·poured out 
agreeable disposition. Some people have it;· some people her complaint befo.re Him. 
loo'k upon life as though every day were a summer day; . Do you like to read the Psa,lms that are fuU of com­
they carry something 'of ·the sunshine within 'and radiate' plaints and grumbles? . I do. I like t.o ~ear some man . 

:,-it without, but I daresay that they are often' quite as pour out his,co~plaint'before the Lord. "That is a good 
lonely as Mary wiltS; quite as sad, quite as grief stric~en, One to talk to when you feel like cOmpla,ining .. 'Do as 
but.'they do not show it., They go to work, like' Martha Martha did, hurry out and· meet the Master ·and telI. Him 
did. ·1 say the active mind may relieve itself, niay escape whatever is in your mind. He will u·nd·erstand. As' you ' 
.some of the ·tortures, of the more contemplative disposi- P9ur out your comp)aint befo~the Lord, He will listen. 
·tion .. M·artha does not nurse her grief, she gets to work. to you, and 'He wi![ not ,reprimand you. Why? Oh, He 

" .' I 'wonder if ·there are any 'here this evening who h:ave knows your heart better than you know it yourself, and 
shut themselves up with~n a dark room? I knew a woman He knows. that it .will do you good to do a little bit of 
like that who used. to make a lo:ng .and. weary piIgri~age' grumbling, if you gr,ujUb)e to the rig;ht ·person. -

. every day' for years' to the 'grave-~ide o,{ ,'her !laughter, I happened to b~ in a sick room one time when a 
and there she would sit and mourn .. And: hard 'beside physician was examining a patient, and as ·he rolled-.the 
that'grave was the grave of anot'her young woman whose patient over to examine the chest, or something, I'forget 
mother was .. a ·Christian. The Christian mother occasion- what it was, there .waa a bit of a .sigh, and' the Doctor 
ally yisited her daughter's grave, took some flowers there, . said ~"Stop your grunting.", But· I do not 'know why we 
and always she found this other mourning woman some- should. Little cnildren, you ~now, when -they get into 
times in her grief: caliling 'her absent daughter by nanie. trouble, like to climb up into-mather's ,lap and 'pour out 
The Christian mother' said, "I could -never do that. ,There their grief, and sometimes their complaints, "What is 
is'the earthly'·tabern~cle of my lovely-daughter's spirit, the maiter with you now?" "Tommy wouldn't give me 
but her spirit ia not in ,that deep dark grave; 'she is gone a piece of ·his apple,", Well, if t~at is your t trouble, go 
to be with ,Christ, which is far better." and te)l mother, and if that is your trou'ble in Hfe, go 

TOne winter's day I was dri~ing into Mount Pleasant and teH the Lord t'hat you woud like a piece of aorilebody',s 
Cemetery. The cemetery W{lS mantled with'a new robe apple. Maybe He""wiH g>ive you; a whole one. Anyway, 

. of fa~len· snow, everytp,ing was immaculately white. 'I tell :aim. If you. have any; complaint at all, pour it· out. 
m~t a Chri'stian man of some years, wh0p1 I knew very He won't mind. Oh, yes, that is 'a good: thing to do when 
weI'" He used to carry a walking sticK for company. I we 'are in 'Martha's state of'mind, wondering why Jesus 
met him briskly walking out of the cemetery, and I. didn't come, who, as soon as she heard that he. was com-

. stopped my car to speak to him. He said, "~WelI, I have ing, said, "I wilt not waoit till He arrives;" an<,l away she 
just 'been up ,to .my wife's grave, I went to .think of t'he went to meet Him. Scarcely had she seEm Him when she. 
holy and happy memories of the past, a,nd to praise God said, "Lord, it'thou hadst h~en here, my brother had,not 
for what she was and where she is." His;wast'he.activ~ died." When she talked with the Lord Jesus like that 
disposition; he di~ something, arid found reIi!!f from his something 'Came up w~thin. i do not ~now whether,s'he 
soul's anguish by expression. , had said oit 'before she met the Master, 'but when she 'had 

Marth'a .was in 'the habit of speaking her 'own mind. said that, she said·, "But I know that even 'now, whatso­
Some 'peop'le are. Some . people 'excuse their .rudeness by' ever Thou wilt ask of 'God, God will give it ·thee.'" If 
saying, '''i always say what I think.'" I wouldn't,· if I 'only we gC? to Him w,e mar begi~, with our co~plaint, 
were you .. Very often you think what you ought not to but we s~all surely nse from· our 'k!lee~. to praIse the 
think, and still more frequently, the things iJ!at you think Lord, . and faith witll come iby contact and 'communion 
might ,be 'better left unexpressed. That is no excuse for' with the Master. 
+udeness at aU~ But Martha was given to expression, "Jesus saith unto ~el', IThy brother s~aU rise agaihY 
even whim 'she, grumbled, and she did grumble. And Martha said, "Yes, I know." Down in' the dumps again. 
impliCitly she g:r,:unibled at the Master, and Mary, but she Just.now she said, ~'Even now ... ". But when Jesus 
loved them both. Do not judge·the g·rumblter too harshly. said, "Thy brother shal'l rise again," she said,. "I know 
I knew a !.Dan who was; we used'to sometimes ''Say, bOrn that he shalI r~se again in the resurre~tion at the la~t 
in the o'bjective case. He always had a little grow} about day'~but that .IS a long way of~ Lord,· ap.d Lamrus.ls 
something; and whenever I met him. he had something to gone." Oh, how ea,silly we )apse into gloo,m. and sometimes 
complain about; I ~eai"ned just to listen to him, and ~n' ~lmost into de~PQndel!cy, T~en Jesu's ~al?, ,:'W;?osoever.. 
when he 'stopped to uake 'a breath,. say to hIm, lIveth ·and be~leveth In me shall .never dIe. Martha, 

• I 
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Martha, believest thou this?" "Yes, Lord, I -believe that· 
thou art ·the Christ, the Son of God, which should come 
into the world." Now that was Martha .. 'She found that 
in the presence of Jesus it was easy to 'believe that He 
was the Son of God. . 

What about Mary? Mary also heard that Jesu's was 
<;:oming, but she didn't go to meet Him.. "Mary sat still 
in the house." I am very sorry for Mary. She feels very, 
very deeply. I have irad to deal with a great ma,ny Marys, 
who were very difficult to comfort, very hard to bring 
out of their temporary despondency. "Mary sat ·still in 
the house." We know, from the rest, of the story that 
Mary had the s'ame, question.in her mind that 'Martha 
had. I dare say it is possible that they had each expressed 
that wonderment to the other - "Lord if thou hadst been 
here, my 'brother had not d'ied,." Notwithstanding, when 
she hears that Jesus is eoming, she doesn't go to meet 
Him, but she 'sits stHI in ,the house. I knew a woman 
like that who was bereaved. You couldn't get her to come 
to 'church; yO!! coul'dn't get her to mix with God's people. 
I read a strail:ge thing of one of the world's great 'preach­
ers, after he had lost his wife., I was sorry he said it, 
but, I didn't undel'stand., Grief stricken, he poured out 
his soul to his congregation and 'he s'aid, "Real'ly, I 
h'aventt prayed for' a week." '''Oh,'' you say, '''that was 
dreadful." 'That was the Mary, disposition. She "'sat 

,8till in the house." . "But Mary, the Lord is on the way; 
, go and meet Him." No, Mary sat al~me with her grief. 

I wonder if you have done that, any of you'? I wonder 
if yo,u have IIpent weary hours of darkness, when you , 
might have heEm out "in the 'sunshine, if only you had gone 
to meet the Master? . '. 

But that is. the Contemplative mind and a contempIative 
mind is often featured by an active imagination, and the 
more s1,1ch a mind nurses its sorrow, the 'larger it 'be­
comes, until he or she begins to imagine a hundred things 
that have no factual existence. I remember once, in the 
Great War, I had been to a hospital to visit a wounded 
man. I found h'im not so gilevously wounded, but in bed, 
and could not 'be moved. 'Then I 'Yent to vis,it his· mother, 
who was. a widow. She was a Mary.oShe hadn't been 
able to make the journey ·to anothe·r 'City to visit her 
wounded son, and so she had drawn a picture of him in 
her own mind, and she said to me, "Is he very badly 
wounded? Is his face very· much disfig1:lred?" And-by 
her questioning 'she told me, all unwittingly, 'the sombre 
picture she had painted for hersElIf. . "Oh," I sa'id" ''he is 
wounded ,but I do not think grievously so; I think 'he wiH 
recover. As for 'Ms face, it 'hasn't a scratch on it., He 
will be the same son you saw before, so dq, not worry." 

. But she, had magnified her troubles by nursing them, 
and imagining a hundred things that· had not come to 
pa8S. Well, it may not be bereavement, it may 'be some 
'other thing, but if you nurse, your difficuUies like that 
I can promise you they will not diminish but rather 
increase, and they will. minister infinite torture'to the 
'aput You ba4 'better~not do it. . 

I am not 'b1aming Mary. Oh, there are so ma~y things 
about Mary tbat we aamire. I can understand Wesley's 
saying in the hymn we !!lang just now: 

"Oh, that I eould forever sit, ....... 
Like Mary, at the Master's feet! 

Be this my happy choice; 
My only care, delight and bliss-
My joy, my'heaven on earth be this-' 

To hear the Bridegroom's voice!" 

Yes, Mary had chosen the better part, which' was not 
to be taken 'away from her. Notwithstanding, she had the 
defects of 'her qualities ... We used to have an organist 
here, who was one of the greatest organists of his time, 
and a great choral leader. A marvellous man he was. 
I have seen 'him lead a great' orchestra of a hundred 

. pieces, and a choir of three or four hundred people, when 
he had had only an hour or two to ,rehearse with the 
orchestra, from Cincinnati or Chicago, or somewhere 
else; and I 'have seen him conduct the choir and orchestra 
through a whole oratorio, Handel's Messiah, or Haydn's 
Creation, ,or Mendelssohn's Elijah, conduct it all without 
a score before him, and hold that. orehestra and his choir 
absolutely subject to his master mind, expressed in his 
'baton. Many people did not like him. I went down to 
see' him one day in Massey Hall. When the' concert was 
over I made my way down to' the platform (he was our 
organist here) and I said, "A great night, Doctor, that 
was ma'gnificent." '''Huh, glad' you enjoyed it," and ;he 
went off, hardly civil. 'Some 'people said, "WeII, that is 
the man." 'I said, '''No it isn't. You do not understand 
him. Did you ever hear the proverbial saying that a 
man has .. the defects of his qualities? The qualities-which 
make -him the musician· he is, make )him a bundle of 
nerves, sensitive to the last degree." Yoq could- hardly 
touch him but everything ·began to quiver like the strings . 
of a harp or some other stringed instrument, and I said 
to his critics, "I am told that the slope of Vesuvius :has the 
finest climate in the world, 'but if you' want tbat climat.e 
you have to put up with Vesuvius." That was a picture 
of our organist. 'He was a veritable Vesuvius but he was 
that because he was the gre~tmusician he was: . 

I stayed in a minister's 'honie for several days, y¥rs 
ago, who had several little children .. : One of them, a little 
girl, was a romancer. S'he wou'ld come down in the 
morning and teH the 4!trangest stories you ever heard. 
Ali'Ce in Wonderland was ·nothing. VV;b.ere she had been 
nobody knew. Her father (he was a minister) was just 
like a bloe~ of wood; he hadn't a spark of imaginati/:m. 
I had often felt like stieking a pin into him to see if ,lie 
had any human feeling. 'Sometimes he wou'ld take this 
little girl to task. I have known 'him to punish 'her for 
"lying". I said to him one day, "So-and-so, you do fiot 
understand thatOchild of yours; I understand her better 
t)J.an you do." I said, "My 'mother ·taught ·me that a lie 
was anything told or acted with intent to deceive.' That 
chi'ld doesn't in:tend to deceive anybody, _she only wants 
to entertain you. If. you only knew it, she is a budding 
novelist; you ought to enco.urage that Imagination." But 
he couldn't under~tand it. "I cannot stand lies," he said . 
"Well," I s'aid, "if that is your definition so' 'be it. I am 
sorry. for you and I am sorry for your little girl." She 
was a lovely child, and thus early she couId write :stOry 
upon story and she would sit and imagine worlds of her 
own. 

'So could Mary, 'but when the elouds come and the thun­
der peals, Mary is super-sensitive - she is like a dog 
we used to have. . A lovely creature he was, you couldn't 
have 'bOUght him for a million, but he knew when' a 
thunder storm was 'hours away and on the way, and he 
would -begin to tremble. He would go into the butler's 
pantry, a strange place, and wrap himself around the 
pipes und'er the sink, the worst place he could go. I have ' 
often seen my wife 'take a c'hair or a stool and sli down 
beside him to· comfort· him. On a few occasions as we' 
were about to leave for church, and there was a thunder 

'. 
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storm threatening, or on, he would leave his' place and hear you, but don't sit in' judgment on the people who 
make a dash for the porch, and- stand with his back· are a 'little mo're quiet, ,because there are many people 

. against the door and put up his ·paws. "Don't leave me . who love the Lord' just as much as you do ·who can not 
alone; ·don't leave me alone." My wife understood him, say Hallelujah." As a matter of'fact, I do not think I 
and; stayed 'at home with him to 'comfort him in the storm. ever said Halleluja;h from the 'pew in my life. Oh, I can 
There are people like that. Don't get out your stick, or 'say it from the platform, but if I were sitting in the pew 
your strap. Try to understand them. Poor Mary.' She I should 'be just as quiet as the rest of you. I say "Amen" 
"s'at'stiU in the house".- That was aU she could do, alone inside but it wouldn't 'get beyond the tip of my tongue, 
with her grief. ,. I am quite sure of that. . 

There is a line'in tlJ,is story which is very revealing. I met,.a dear friend in London, who served in one great 
When Martha hurried away 00 meet the Master, nobody chureh' for forty-five years, and he spoke of what' he 
remarked on it, but when Jater, as we shaH 'see, Mary called the "American h,abit", of inviting penitents to 
also went to meet the Master, those who were In the come to the front. He said to me, "I have nothing 
hoU'se, the Jews th'at were there to comfort her, saw her against it but I am glad my salvation didn't depend on 
going and ,they said "She goeth unto the' grave to weep it, for I am perfectly 'sure I never could have do;ne it." 
there." Why did they say that? I think ·because she had He was one of the noblest 'Christian men, one of the pro­
been doing that ever since Lazarus was ~·buried. She foundest theologians, and'.one of the greatest preachers 
had -been there many times, and they thought they kn_ew I 'have -kpown,but a very reserved man who 'kept ;Pis . 
where she was going. Let us learn to make allowance emotions under control,' and his feelings· to himself. 
for each other in these matters, and enter'sympatheticaHy There are people in sorrow who are sitting still in the 
into each others' ~xperiences. It will be better for us, house -and I exhort those of you who have the happy 
and better for them. disposition of going out to meet 'the Master, and laying 

-all your !burdens at His' feet, hearing His word, and then, 
making your gz:eat confession, when you -have done that, 
emulate the example of Martha-remember the sister 
who is sitting still in' the house. Get away to her as 
rapidly as you can, and say quietly, do not 'shout it so 
that the neighbours will hear it, say, "M-ary, the Master 
is come, and calleth for thee." I can almost see Mary 
. drying her eyes. "He has come at last and is calling for 
. me?" When Mary heard that, she 'also arose and caDle 

III. 
Let me now remi·nd you that OUR GRACIOUS MASTER, 

KNOWING EVERYTHING, CAME IN GRACE TO BOTH OF 
THEM. He .came for Martha's sake, and He came for 
Maa's sake. . 

Mary. went.to m~t Him, bqt she did not go until she 
was called,' no one needed ·to ask Martha; 'she, went of 
herself. You have known people like that - they can­
not see a duty; others can. Mary "sat stilI in the house", 
but when Martha had met Jesus and had heard Him, she 
hurried home -to B'eihany and called her sister secretly. 
She said, .'''The Master is come, and calleth for thee." 
Then Mary rose and she too went to meet the Master. 

Now'if you have met the Lord Jesus in the way of 
active service, 'as Martha did, if pouring out your com­
plaint before Him, He has answered you, and you at last 
have been able to say, "Lord I believe-that thou art the 
Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world," 
then go and tell Mary. TeH Mary that, though Lazarus 
is gone, the Master 'has come. 'The world is full of people 
who need the secret ministry of Martha. Mary was not 
given '00 publicity; Mary did not make a show. Martha 
did. I tell' you that when Martha got dinner the dishes 
rattled, and everybody in the house knew that dinner 
was on the way. That was Martha's way. WeH, that 
is all right. I have no objection. But Mary had a differ­
ent way of ser.ving the Lord. Mary didn't make a noise 
about it, but she was just as passionately in love with the 
Lord Jesus: . 

I think I told you of a man I used to have with me. 
You :r:emember him, many of you. I called him my secre­
tary. He wasn't a secretary, but I called him that so that 
everybody might know he was my man. A glorious fel­
iow, but very emotional.. If h'e' 'had been here tonight 
you would ·all have been on your ·toes; He would have 
been s'aying every. little while, "Amen, Amen, Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah!" One day he said to me, in sp'eaking about 
somebody, "He is 'so stoical. . I wonder really does he 
feel profoundly, spiritua}~ - is he a spiritual man?" 

. i said, "So-and.:So, _your 'amens' are not an ind,ication 
of your spirituality .. You cannot help it. It is no credit 
to 'you, your hallelujahs -are just on the tip of your tongue, 
and you could say it about almost anything. I like 'to 

unto Him. , 
. "Jesus was not yet come into the town but was in that 

·place where Martha met -him." Isn't that a"lovely line? 
'Can .you see anything in that? Let me explain it. Jesus 
missed ,Mary. Martha said, "The Master is come and 
calleth for thee," but the call is not here recorded. Maybe 
Martha knew that the Master wanted her, and was almost 
disappointed that S'he hadn"t come, and when Martha went 
away Jesus knew where she was going, aqd so he said, 
"I wiH stay in the' same place until Mary joins us, and 
then we 'wiII go 00 the sepulchre -together." 

In a little while Mary came, and ~he was very differ­
ent from Martha. Martha said, perhaps with a tone of 
reproach, "Lord if thou hadst been here, my brother 
had not died." Mary had nursed that wonderment too. I 
Why doesn't He come, but 'after they had sent for Him 
"He ,abode . two. days still in the s'arne place where He 
was," to give Lazarus time to die·, and Mary was ponder­
ing the problem of apparently unanswered prayer. "Oh," 
she 'said, "I thought He would come' at once; I thought· 
the mOment'He heard our prayer, 'Lord, behold, he whom 
thou lovest is sick,' He would be on the way, but He 
hasn't come." -She saw Lazarus die, saw him carried out 
to the sepulchre, buried, 'and the great stone rolled upon 
the mouth of it, and she went 'back home and "sat still 
in the house". When in 'res'ponse t9 Martha's call she 
came, she "feU at His feet"-what do'es it 'say, "When 
Mary: was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell 
down at his· feet," -and I think she said with deep emo­
tion, and without any tone of reproof, broken with sobs 
perhaps, sh'e said, "Lord, if thou hadst 'been here, my 
brother had not died." "When Jesus therefore 'saw her 
weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, 
he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled, and said, 
Wh'ere 'have ye laid ~ him 1· Th~1 said unto him, Lord, 
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come and see." .Then fonows the s'hortest verse in 'the 
Bi~l~. Mary weeping., others .weeping-"Jesus ·wept." 
Yes, He weeps with those who sit sti'll in, the house; He 
weeps with those whose -grief 'i's Perhaps tOQ. deep tor 
expression, and when they said, · ... ,Could not ·this . man, 
which opened: the eyes ,of the blind; have caused that even 

. 'this man snould not have died'? Jesus therefore agafn 
g~oaniri~ in hi~elf 'COmeth to.the grave." H~' saj.~, ~Take 
ye away the stone,'" "Oh;" they sa·id~ "it is too late 
Lord, be has been buried too long." Martha 'said, "Lord 
it is too late, no u'se now." Shall I read the horrid 'Wprds? 
Terrible! . The stench of' death was there. "1 don't want 
to see him now, Lord. It would have done before, but 
not now, not now !~' '''Then they took away the stone •.• " 
"And J!'lSUS", te!1rs still in His eyes, 4'lffted' up his eyes, . 
and· said, F"a:ther .... ". Oh, what a stillness .fen upon, 
the crowd! "Father, I thank th~e' .tiuit thou hast 'he~i-d 
me. And I knew tliat thou heares1r me· always; but. be­
cause of the peOple which ·stand by I said it, ;that they 
'may gelieve .. ' ." ~'And when he tJhqs' had spoken ' .•. " 
that Voice' which. sPoke "all worl4s from naught, uttered 
itself, arid, "he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus come· 
forth". And he th'at waS dead stirred i-n his rocky sep­
uichre, and ,"came forth,' bound hand: and {o<:>t with 
,.graveclo~es . . .".' Different a·idhey· were in their dis,; 
position, they were alike in 'f1h·is-they rejoiced in their 
Lord, and' in His mighty/power, and in the ~surrection 
of their brother.' . - , 

hath done shaH be 'spoken 'of for. 'a'mem'orial of her." 
This quiet, -contemplative 'soul, who sat. at the feet of 
J(lSUS, touched the ends of the earth with 'her' influence, 
through aU generations, even untit: at laSt our. Lord, shall 

...... .' ~ .... .. come agam. . 
. . 

• I,tried to comfort a man whO had lost his son, one day, 
·and when I had spoken: a few word's to hlm, ~e nodd'ed . 
his 'head and .said, "Thank You" I see clea.rly now .. I have 
lost my' son but not my Sayiour." No', . we do not; lose 
Him.! Whether we serve with Martha, or sit at His feet, 
l'et us:give oUr all to Him. 

"I read a sto~ of a monk Who painted 
In 'an old convent cell in years agone, . 
Pictures of martyrs 'and of virgins sainted, . . 
. And .the sweet Christ fac~; with the. crown of thorns." , 

What of it? He painted, he' painted, like. som~ other 
people ~o paint, and who think they can paint,- .~ 

"Poor dau'bs, not tit' to be a chapel's treasure, 
··Full many a taunting word upon them feH; 

:aut the .good Abbot let him, for his plea'Sure .. : 
Adorn wi~ them his solitary cell. '. .' 

"One night the poor mOM mused, Could I but render 
. Honour to Christ as other painters do ? . 

Were but' my love as ~at as is the tender ' 
Love Ulat inspires me when His Cros'S I view .. 

"But no, ·in vain I toil'imd strive bi sorrow .. 
. I.wish I had time to go farther with you, but I haven.'t. ._. 
Bu,t only to remind' you that Jesus 8'aid, "Loose'hi-m, and. 
let him go." Then if you follow him - is. that the Go!!­
pel? "Loose him ;le't him go:" Can a man 00 as' lie l,ikes? 
May he 'go wnere he wants to go? Yes. "Loose him, and 

What man so scorns, still less mus't,'he admire; 
Ml" life's work is all valueless, tomorrow ' 

I'll cast m~ ill-wro~ght.pictUr~s -in the fire; 

"He raised his eyes within his cell, 0 wonder! . 
',There stood a Visitor; thorn-crowned was He; 

And,a sweet voice.the silence rent asunder: 
'I scorn no work that~s done for love of Me.' 

"There i~ a meairlng in the .strange old story, .' .. 
Let none dare judge hi~ -brother's worth· 'or m(!ed i 

The pure intent gives to the act its glory, . 
The ,noblest purpose ·makes tJIe grandest df,'!ed." 

'. Let us pray: 
. , 

let him' go" and: follow 'h!im to see where he goes. The 
next mention is this, "Jesus '0' • '_ •• _ came to Bethany,' "­
where' Lazarus was Which nail been dead, whom he raised 
from the .. dead. There they made him a supper'; and 
Martha served, 'but Lazarus was one ofJhem that sat at 
the table with him." Nobody told him to go there; he 
natu·rally ,gravitated to the presence of his Lord~ as 
Chrislians' ,always do. Oh, bOrd, the imtlance of Thy word .giveth.light; it giveth 

understanding ·to the simple, and we are very simple; ~d 
understand but very 'little, except as .Thy word enlightens us. 
Make our simple evening meditation profi'talble to us; help us 
to be more sympathetic in our ministries, more iJlelpJ;ul to 
those who. must serve Thee in some other way than-that in 
which we endeavour -to serve. Bless u.s every one, for Thy. 

. . , 
Mary also was there--,don't you say that Mary W!lS 

not active! She came'with a box of ointment 'of spiken­
ard, very ·precious, she came to f1he Master, and: 'broke it 
upon Him, "and t~e ho'Use was filled with the odour of 
the ointment." . Of course Judas complained of the waste,. 
buJ ·Jesus said, ",she haih done What she could ... _. 
VerBy; I 'say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel sh'all be' 
preached througho~t : the whole wotld, this' also tliat she 
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Name's sake. Amen. . 

.' 

AN ULSTERMAN IN JARVIS STREET 
. PULPIT 

Last Sunday morning Rev. Samuel Dempster,. presently' 
of Manitoba, 'but recently of 'Belfast, preached in Jarvis 
Street Church. . 1-

_ Mr. Dempster is blessed with'a 'bri'ght anq sparkling 
personality·, which seems to attract everybody to him. 
He is but a young man of twenty-seven years; but' he_ 
preached sple'ndid'ly in Jarvis Street, and th'e whole 

. congregation fell in love with ·him. We really covet him 
for ·this part of the. Dominion. Close persona:l converse 
with Mm only en'hanced our appreciation of 'hi'S worth .. 

J.arvis Street congregation is not easily ·pleas.ed,. but 
the congregation,. which comprised many ministers, on 
holiday, from different parts, was 'not' mereiy pleased, 
but :4eli'ghted.' 

Well d~rie, Brother Dempster! Come again! 

-' 

'. 

" 



..: 

. August· 3. i950 . THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE 

. . 
A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shi~~s.· 

_Preached in Jarvis Street- Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, ·July 23, 1950 
• I • 

\) .(Electrically Recorded) . . . 
, J.-' '. • 

'. "And when Judah came toward the watch·tower lD the wIlderness, ,they looked 
unto the multitude, 'and, behold, they were dead 'bodies fallen to the eal"th, 'and none' 
esoaped. . "..'. ' . 

"And when Jehoghaphat and his people came to take away the'spoil of -them, 
. they found among them in 'abundance 'both riches wUh the dead bodies, 'and precious 
jewels, which ,they stripped off'for themselves, 'IIlO're than they could carry 'away: 
Ilndthey were· three days in gathering .of 'the spoi~, if was so ,muCh.'" , . 
, . ' -II Ohron. 20 :24, 25. 

ThiB Sermon iB ·publiBhed aB a Bequel to the meBBaqe in laBt week'B issue entitled ' .. 
"The ~emieB, The Prayer, The PromiBe, The ,.Victory:: '. 
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PRAYER BEFORE THE SERMON -and as they' thus prayed they..received another prom-
O, Lord our God, we pray for the ministry of the. Holy' lse. The Spirit of the Lord came upon one of t:qe ;pro:phets. 

Spidt 'as we come' to Thy Holly Word. It may be ·there are He spoke to Jehoshaphat and to the ,people after this 
many in Thy presence who 'are harassed with many cares; . "H 'k . 11 J d h . di . h b't t f 
who 'anticipate the morrow with anxiety; who Ih'ave come to· mann~r, ear en ye, .. ~ , u a , an . yeo mal ~n s .0 

• the place from which there seems"to be no escape. We .pray . Jerusa:lem' and thou kmi{ Jeh9shaphat, Thus salth the 
that Thou wilt lift ,our . thought this morning above the , Lor.!i· unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed iby reason of 
ca~k;ing car~s .of earth. Help 'Us that we may .hear 'I'~y this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but. 
VOIce.: We pray Thee ,to l~ad us to.the place of Vi.ctOry thls, 'God's: 'To-morrow go ye down against them: behold 
mornmg, where we shall 'all be enabled to rejolce m the .. - . . '" ' ' 

, Lord. Grant us Ii sense of Thy nearness .. May the. Holy they 'come up 'py the chff of ~lZ' and y~ 'shall fmd them 
SpiritliHimself take of the things of Christ;: and I:eveal them at the end of the ,biook, before the wilderness of Jeruel. 
to us! We 'ask th!i!se things 'for'~hy. name's sake, Amen. Ye shaH not need to figJit in this 'b~ttIe: set' yourselves, 
. :. . . '. sland ye still, and -see the salvation of the Lord .with 
UTE CONTI.NUE ;.this mOril~ng ~ur study of two Sun- ~'ou, 9. Judah Il:Dd Je'i;tsalem:' fe~r not, nor Ibe·.?ismaY~d;· 
" day mormngs ago. I to-morrow go out agamst them: for the Lord wlll be With 

'The. twentieth 'Cl:lapter ofl the second boo~ of Ohl'on- you." _ 
icles, a;lthough it is a cnapter taken from ancient history, Jehoshaphat had' told the Lord that he was at his 
is, in prin'Ciiple, true to the record of the daily life of wits' end: he 'said, "~either "know we what to do." There 
the people of ·God. . The story is here told of the Lord's fIre some people who, when 'they do not 'know what to do, 

'people 'being beset with trou1ble and difficulty. There say, "I must do 'something." But. when Jehoshaphat 
gathered against theIIl the c~ildreii of Ammon, the chil- did not know what to.do, he did the only thing he could 
dreh 'of Moab, and the. children. of Mount Seir,-a th:r;ee-' a~ in the 'Circumstances: lie kept' ,om praying. When 
fold conspiracy to overwhelm the .people of ,God. But you :get;to the place where you 'cannot move forward or 

" Judah was fortup.ate at th'at ~ime in tbeir king, for h~t: .·backward, or to' the left or to. the right; when you come '. 
himself, sought help' of God, and g·athered the people . Lo "wits' end corner", and you do' not know what step 

,together that unitedly they might pray. In the face to ta'ke, you 'Can alway~'look up, and keep on praying 
'of this great national trouble they .held a great prayer. until God tells you what to do. 
'meeting-a most'· impra<tti'caLthing to do; and, I,lccording While J ehoshaphat 'and -hjs people prayed, they re­
.to some ·modern .. standards, involved a great waste of ceived the message that the Lord had undertaken their 
time! -He did not .. mobilize his armies, 'he did not at- case, and that they were' to stand 'still and see the salva-' 
tempt to invent new weapons 'of war; 'but '1!e set himself tion of God. The truth is, God did not want them to, 
to seek 'the Lord his 'God, 'and encouraged aH the people 00 anythin'g~ He said, '~I wili. do it for you ~f you !ViIi 
to do likewise. They cam~ into the (Lord's presence and" trust me, and await th'e going :(orth of my po~er." 

. prayed. . . 'When Jerhoshaphat receive.d that promise he bowed' 
"That i-s what we ought aH to do when we get into 'l>is head with his face to the ground, and Judah' and the 

trou'ble-:--and at every {)ther time, for tlhat matter. !Jut inhabitants of Jerusalem fel<} before ·the Lord worship­
we are especially encouraged ~ ca:ll' upOn. the Lord in ping Him. While the Moa'bites and ~he Ammonites and 
the day of trouble, and' we have His promise that He' the children of Mount -8eir were' just as real, and just 
will. deliver us, a·nd that.'we sha;ll 'glorify Him. I fear al'l menacing, a's th'Ely ever, ha,d been, Judah was not 
there are many of, the Lord's people who' i-IDagine that afraid. The enemy filled the co~ntry -like 'grasshoppers, 

. the Lord's. help is cpnfined strictly to spiritualo matters. . so that in her ,oWn 'strength Ju~h had no ~ower .against 
They .have not lE~arned:to take "their business cares and . them. But all the Lordi did was to giv~ th~m a promise 
their 'household difficulties' to the Lord in prayer. The through, one of their own, prophets; and as soon as 
truth is, that when we are faced wi~h a com~ination J ehoshaphat received the, promise he bowed before ~e 
of- d-i'stresses so th~t we ·are. hed·ged in on every Bide~ ". Lord and worshipped, and all the people worshipped with .', 
the wise thing for Chl;istil!D.1!I' always to do. ~s to tbe~ake him. . . 
'themselives to prayer. Our Lord spake a. parable to ;Wel'e you ever thus insph'ed by a 'promise of GoeL?' 
this inten:t, that men ought always to pray, and not It is very easy to 'hold a. thanksgivingservi'Ce. afte'l' 
to faint. . . • . the victory, but have you 'learned how to 'give God thanks 

Jel!oshapha,t led ~e .people, and . reminded the'Lord in advance, of the .victo~y? :~ave you ev~r received: a 
of His promises---.the Bible is full qf promises upon . Rromise, and seen the v~ctory 1D the promlse, and ~ald, 
which we may.lean when we' are 'in need of deliverance . "If God has said it, the thing is al'J'ea:dy done. Now' 

/ 
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let us wors'hip God." That is ail Jehoshaphat had, just 
the promise. And what did he do? He prepared for 
a great service of praise: '~And the Levites, of the 'chB­
dren of th~ Kohathites and of the children of Korhites, 
t;tood up to praise the Lord 'God of Israel with a loud 
voice on high.'; 0 

Then there follows one of' the strangest stories in 
history. But 'there were the enemies of Judah. Je­
hoshapha.t d,id not draw a bow or unsheathe a'" sword. 
but sent the choir in advance of the army. Let me read· 
it to you -: "And they ro!,!e early in the morning, and 
went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they 
went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, 0 
Judah, and. ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the 
Lord your ·God, so s'haIl ye be established; believe' his 
prophets, so .·shaH ye prosper. And when he had con­
sulted .with the people, he appointed. singers unto the 
Lord, and that shOUld praise the 'beauty of holiness, as 
they went oub"-:where? At the rear of the army? 
No! "as they went out 'before the army, and to say, 
'Praise the Lord; for his mercy endureth for ever." . 

What a strange specta'Cle that was, marching out to 
meet the. foe, yet never. drawing a sword nor putting 
an arrow to the string; but just with all their hearts 
p'raising the Lord! I suppo'se the enemy must have 
thought they were 'besiae themselves! T.hey must have 
said to themselves, "They will be a ready prey for qs, 
and we shaH soon have the victory." But ":when they 
began to sing and to praise, the' Lord set ambUshments 
against the ch{ldren of Ammon; Moa'b, and Mount Seir, 
which were come against Judah; and they were smitten." 
If we were to praise the 'Lord more we should have 
more to p:r:aise the Lord for. If we would recei:ve the 
promises of 'God for what they are, they would'tell us 
of the a'ccomplishment of victory. 'These people 'said, 
"It is now time to give thanks' to 'God·." And the mo­
m,ent they took God at His word, and began to praise 
Him, that moment God began to work, and the enemy 
were smitten. . . 

That is introdu'ctory really to what I desire. you to 
notice this morning. This chapter is a fineJlIustration 
of the principle.of one of Cowper's hymns,-

"Ye !fearful saints fresh courage ,take, 
'r.he clouds ye.so much dread, 

Are big with mercy ·and shal[ break . 
With blessings on thy head." . 

The very things you fear are God's messengers of bless­
.ing; and the trouble that threatens to overwhelm you 
is often 'God's way of 'bringing you such vast wealth that 
you will be unable to carry it away..' . 

Let us· loo'k at this, that we may learn how to find 
treasure in trou·ble; how by the' grace of God to turn 
all that seems to 'be agains,t you to your own profit; 
or rather, how to 'believe that God is doing that all the 
time: "The Lord thy 'God' turned the curse into a bless­
ing unto thee." 

I. 
First of a'll, 'THESE PEOPLE SANG THEIR WAY TO A HIGHER 

ELEVATION, to a new point of view: "When Judah came 
toward the watch tower in the wilderne·ss." They got up, 
you see, and looked down up~ their enemies. The watch 
tower may have 'been a miniature fortress built for the 
purPose of a lookout;' or it may, and probably was, merely 
a higher point of land from which they could survey 
the surrounding country, and keep watch a~ainst their 

enemies. If Israel 'had remained in' the lower levels 
they would not have seen what they saw from the watch 
lower, but when they began to sing they set their faces 
:oward that higher level, and sang their way up to the 
watch tower; and from . that poInt of view they saw 
things that would n~ver otherwise 'have appeared to 
them. ", 

I believe it is possible for us to sing our way out of • 
t1'ouble; to prai'se the Lord before the deliverance comes; 
to give God' tlianks for all the blessings that His pro.m­
ises de~lare are already ours in His sovereign purpose. 
Read some of the ,Psalms, and you wiJI find how often 
the Psa'lmist pours ~out ilis complaint before God. He 
is down in the dumps, he is trying to sing on the morning 
(If a blue Monday, and ,he 'begins in a minor strain. But 
you will always find. that before he finishes he has 
reached the higher levels, and there' he praises the Lord 
with alI his heart. You wiII find examples of this prin­
~iple jn psalms seventy-on.e, se~enty-four, seventy-seven, 
and many others. . _. 

What you and, I need is to learn to lOO'k at things 
'from God's point of view. If we can receive God's word, 
and look at all our difficulties thrQugh the medium of 
the divine promise, we shall find that they look very 

_ different. If only we c~uld get whel'e God is, and look 
down oil things from the watch tower, we should see 
that even our biggest difficulties are very,' very, small. 
We can reach the wat'Ch tQ.:wer by singing our way, in 
faith, to the divine viewpoint. 

Let me show you what they 8aw when they got-to the 
'watch tower,. They found that the concert of the enemy 
had 'been dis'so):ved. The difficulty was three-fold: 
there were the chi'ldren of Ammon, and the' ~hoildren of 
Moab, and the child-ren of Mount ISeir, I should not 
be surprised if some Ihad said,' "'If it were the Moabites 
only we could handle them; or if the Am~onites had 
.come against us hy themselves we should have been 
equal to them; or the children of Mount Sei·r. If' we 
had had one at aJ;ime, or even two at a time, we might 
have got along very well. But to have aU three together, 
that is a terrible experience!" 

That is -What Ja'Co'b said,. "Me have ye bereaved. of 
my children: Joseph is not, and Simeon jos not, and ye 
wi}) take Benjamin aIso away. I thought ·it was bad 
enough when 'I lost Joseph; and when Simeon went,_ 
that added to my difficultres. But now you demand 
the whole surrender." That is the negative side of Ute 
same truth,-"Moab,' Ammon, Mount Seir; let me have 
them one at a time, but do not let all three come to-
gether." . 

If Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem had had one 
at a ~ime they U?ould have been overwhelmed: anyone 
of them was more than a match, for Judah's strength. 
But when they got to the watch tower this is what 
they' found,: "The ch.iJdren of Ammon and: Moab 'stood 
tip against the inhabitants of Mount Seir, utterly to 
slay and destroy them: and when they had' made an 
end of the inha,bitants,of Seir, everyone helped to de­
stroy another." If Ammon had come alone, there would 
have be~n no one to fig,ht against him but Judah. ADd, 
if Moab had come. alone, Jehoshaphat would have had 
to fight him. But when ,the three of them came together 
they fought each other-and Ioudab had nothing to do 
but to see the confederacy go to pieces. When they got 
to the watch tower they. found that' these three con­
spirators had fallen out .among themselves, and' 'were 

..... 
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destroying each other; they had nothing at all to fear. 
Whereas on the lower levels they might have wailed and 
said, '''AH these things are against me",' on the watch 
tower, all things were working together for their good. 
It is always sO'. They found it to be so when they 'began 
to praise the LOrd. . . 

They discove"ed that the enemy was now powerless to 
hurt them; the 'enemy of whom they h.ad been so much 
afraid had ceased to be an enemy. They were aU dead 
'bodies. If we could view Ufe from the standpoint of 
Jesus Christ we 'shou-Id 'know that there i-s nothing in 
The universe of which a Christian need·be afraid. God 
shall bruise 'Satan under our feet shortly. The 9devil 
thought he was having it all his own ,way at t~e Cross·; 
but, as a matter of fact, he met his Waterloo at the 
place. called ·Calvary .. At Calvary, potentially, every 
enemy of the ehiIdren of faith was destroyed, and there 
is not one remaining who can hurt you. 

"Ah," 'says someone, "but you do not kmoWo where. 
I work. If . you had to work for the man I work for 
you would not talk like·that. Down in my office .every-

-one is jealous of ~veryone else, and every man' is looking 
for the position of the· man above him, they Etre ready 
to cut e"'ach other's ~roats. ,Of cours'e we are polite 
enoug>h to eadh other's f~ces. But tnere are all kinds 
of difficulties, and if" you knew where I work you w'9uld 
not talk like that." It makes no d.ifference where. you 
.work, or what your circumStances are, it is forever 
true that if you are a Chl'listian, if you are a fo~lower 
of - that which is good, there 'is no ppwer. on ea.rth or 
in heaven that can.hurt you. 

I I remember a newspaper man came ·to see me oI;te 
day, and he told me that a certain newspaper .was going 
to publish something that would do me great injury­
and I laugh'ed at him.. . ."Why," he said, "y!'u do not 
seem ,to be disturbed?" I sdd,' "Not a 'bit! not a hit! 
You ·go 'back to the mari who sent you and t~H ·him that 
if he does not care for consequen'Ces he maypubHsh 
anything he likes right on the.front page of the paper." 
I told him that Spurgepn once said,. "You may write 
my Hfe across the skies. I have nothing to conceal." 

'And then I said to that newspaper man, "You know, 
my friend,there is just, one person in the world who 
can hurt me, only one." '~Who is that?" he enquired. 
I said, "Myself. I defy you and your employers, and 
all the newspapers in Arne-rica, and all the devils in 
neB, to do anything to hurt me. Now go ahead." 

We have nothing to·fear. Why? Because our enemies 
are dead already, that is why': When Jesus 'Christ died at 
the place called Calvary He dealt the devit a blow from 
whi-ch ·he 'has never recovered. He ·bruised his head, and 
~ome day He will bruise him under our feElt. Meanwhile 
we have nothing to fear: 'Cheer up, my friends. I wanted ' 
to bring you a ·bit of 'Christmas cheer this morning, and 
tell you that there is nothing in the world to be afraid 
of if you are a -Christian. . 

II. 
Then there is another point: THE WEALTH FAR EX~ 

CEEDED THE WORRY, for "when Jehoshaphat and his 
people came to, tak~ away the spoil of them, they found 
among them in abundance 'bo'th riches with the dead 
bodies, and precious jewels, which they stripped off 
for themselves, more' than they could carry away." W'hat 
(loes it· mean? ,Surely it means that every .man had 
aU he could carry, that every man ~as filled with riches 

\ 

to his own capacjty.' In the- very place Where the enemy 
'had camped, and which they expeCted· would ,be their 
/3raveyard, they found a gold mine! 'It is a great thing 
to turn a g·raveyal'd· into a gold mine, a 'battlefield into 
a treasure-'house, aval!ey of trouble into a v.alley of 
'blessing. But that is God's way always' when we trust 
Him, and praise Him for His grace. . 

I wonder what they expected to find in the valley? 
You remember the woman who had but a little oil in 
a cruse, and a Httle meal in'8o 'barrel, that never failed,? 
You remember the other woman who had a creditor, 
and she was afraid of being sold out? . Trhe prophet 
said to her, "What hast thou in the house?" It is a, 
wonder she did not answer, "I did not come to give an 
Hccount of what I have: I came to tell what I have not, 
I 'have nobhing to pay my debts with." But the prophet 
said, '"That is not my question, What hast thou in the 
house?" "Well," she said, "I have a l'ittle oil." "That 
is .aH you have?" "Yes." "Well, go to all your neigh­
bours, and get as many vessels as you can; borrow not a '. 
few;" IShe went· and borrowed alI the. vessels of her 

. neigh'bours; (That is an ancient practice, 'but people 
,do it still, I. understand! I went to a wedding once­
I have' 'been on s'everal occasions, but I remember this 
particular wedding. .It wa-s a very up-to-date; flashy 
affair. But I noticed that the spoons and the knives and 
the forks had little different coloured silks tied around 
Them. That was" to indicate where they belonged when 
they were iiome! I discovered that they did not belong 
there. TBey had gone out to their neighbours and bor­
lowed everything so as to 'have a big celebration.) 

But this woman was told to go and borrow as many 
ve·ssels as 'she could into which to pour the oiI'-and 
you know what followed. She kept on sending her son 
for more vessels. 'She said, "Bring me another vesseI." 
She called for more-more-more. 'When at last the 
son said, "Mother, there are no more; that is the "last,"­
then the oil stayed. The woman paid her debts, and 
she had enough left over to live o·n. But I should not 
'he surprised if she and her sons sat down and said, 
"If" we had on1y known we might have -borrowed twice 
as many vessels, for the oil never .stayed so long as 
we had ves-sels into which to pour it; according to our 
faith it was unto. us." 

I wonder what Judah and. J ehoshaphat expected to 
find in the valley? If they had believed God up to the 
hilt, if they had 'believed with a mightier faith, they 
might have borrowed horses and waggons and gone out 
to load themselves up with treasure. Mucn depends on 
how we meet our troubles, whether we meet them with 
horses and waggons to bring honie the treasure, or meet 
them with a long face, and behavecas though we were 
going to o,ur own funerals. . Let us meet all our diffi­
culties with a smiling face. Let us believe al) things work 
together .for good. No matter- how COIitrary circum­
stances are, say to your own soul, "I have come upon 
a gold mine; I will find my way to this treasure some­
how, 'God helping me. God wiHs that I shou-Id be rich, 
)1ot poor." Is it not written that "though he was rich, 
yet for. your sakes he became poor, that ye through his 
poverty might 'be rich"? He intends that we should ,be 
rich; and w~ .may he rich in aU that is worth while; we 
may have pleasures that "fade not away. ' 

I call your attention to the fact that they were longer.in 
gathering the spoils than they ~ere worrying about the 
enemy. The enemy came. one day, and, immediately they 
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had a prayer-m~eting. They got the promise, and very types of Ohrist. First of' all 'he" prayed. He prayed! 
early in.the morning'it was an over. 'T,he enemies wel.'e You and I'do not pray.as much I:!:S we o.ught to .. But 
de'stroyed, and they went ,out and were three days in we shou'ld be in no end of trouble if we .had not our' 
gathering,the spoH; it was 'so much. 'O"'1e day praying- Jehoshaphat Who Prays all the time~ for "He ever iiveth 
three .days gathering up the sPoil. It is 'always so: "Our" to, make intercession fo'r us". Our Jehosbiphat is always 
light affliction, "which is but for. a moment, worketh· calling down blessings' on o\lr head.' i. 
for us a far more exceeding and' eternal weight of 'glory" ,And then j ehoshaphat 'led the way,. He said; "Oome 
----.:but re;member, it depe!}ds bn' the point of ,view-:- on! come·' on I!' And out they .went into "'the 'battle-. 
,"while we look not at the things which 'are seen, :but field. There we~ .the $i'ead 'bodies, an!!, they stripped 
'at the things which -are not seen: for the things which tltem of their jewels, and 'silver' and gold and raiment, 
are. seen are temporal; bu't the things which are not and came 'back loaded wi~D· spoil When our· Lord went 

."... ,seen are eternal." - . to the ,cross they "took off Hisr9be before'"they crucified 
T'he principle is, that if they had not had' trou'ble, Him~ He w.ent to the 'Cross . empty-'han.ded; but He,,' 

tpey never would' have had, th~, treasure. ,"We. glory ~'spciiled :prin'CipaHties "and. po~ers; he qlade a shew of 
in tri'bu'lations 'also; knowing that tribulation worketh them openly,- triumphi~g over thelIl in it." And by 
P!ltience; "and pati'ence, experience; and experience, hope,: ~eans ·of the cross He opened. the treasure..:house to all 

• and hope maketh not ashamed." Th~_;'greatest, values of believers, so that no~ we "are the children (if God" be-
. Hie come out 'of ;our greatestdifficqIties: " .' .. gott,en unto "an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, 
, I read an account in one of the Toronto papers- . ~nd, that ·fadeth· not away; reserved, ·in he!lven" for us. 

, ·~·wtitten ;by a certain.ma,n Who wr.[tes frequently about' " At Iast ,Jehoshaphat cll7llje' back' 'into the" city leadin,q 
the ministry...,....based on an article in some :American the army, and the singers: They .sang when they went_ 
Imlgazine ... As I· read it I said, "What is this pOor man ' . ou.t.......:bu~ I d.o not know what they', ,sang :like when they -

. talking 8!bout.? 'He does not know what ,the ministry came 'back! They came back pr.ais'ing the Lord, weighted : 
iE>." The way to have a llappy ministry according to with the wealth. that they', had .. gathered from~ their ex'-· . 
'his vieW- is:~ Look after the salary, have the"church prop-' perience, Some day, ~hen . .-It is a:lI' over, .the ransomed 

... 'erly organized, have authority pr9perly distribut;ed-as of the Lord shal'l 'return,. a~d come to' Zion "\yith, songs 
tHough it were merely. a business conCern: . But of course end everlasting ,joy upon their heads"; ·they shaH obtain 
jf a minister is to 'be happy he must not!have any trou'bl~! ·.joy and g'l'adness; and .sorrow 'and sighing shall flee· 
This _poor -man comploa"ined that most .ministers were,' away: We shan be forever wit~ .the Lord in a, nightless, 

, very unhappy, and that they 'had no.. joy in 1!l~ir work painless, dea~less, tir~~ss,.shad9wless, 'city. , I, ' 

· at all; they had. no 'end of trouble.' Well;, a minister Let us-give"God, thariks': " 
, cannot have -anY joy;, if he . does not have any sorrow. ~O Lord, we bless .Thee for T'){y fuil salvation. If there 

.. When I· have been away from home: speaking -to bodies are any troubled 'hearts here this morning, we pray that 
of min·isters, I have sometimes spoken 'to them about the tliey may have grace to c~t, the~r buidensat Thy feet, and 

-He'brew child.ren who were cast 'bound into the fiery bear a S?ng .awar· , Especr~lly, !f :there area~y whQ have._ 
" " ' . . not receIved Chnst as -SaVIour, may such :an one cQme ,to 

furnace; and the re~.?rd says that wlten ,the kmg~looked , Him this rnornipg, castirig. his burden of sin upon Christ, 
· i'n 'he saw three men 'loose, LOOSE! Three men LOOSE! and leaving it with Him. srhen they shall find that even 
. Would you not .Hke to ,be IQose? When school iS,over, and . their sin, by, .divin~ grace, shall be mad,e !in oc~aS!ion! 
~he, bell rings at twelve o'clock every hoy goes out Hke If be;cause of theIr delIverance th!!refrom, to pralSethe Lot;d,. 
"h t t f' Y , ,t· d t alk I GIve to every one of us-Thy VIctOry, ,tprough Jesus ChrIst 
.S 0 GU 0 a gun. ou run ou ,you 0 no .. w .. our Lord, Amen.. • ' , . 
never saw children walk out of school! Did you? There .", 
is a ,psychology .-in that; they have been pent up, you 
know,' and as soon as the door is op'ened ~ey burst out, ' 
and away they 'go-th~y are loose. 

I' know a 'great many 'lpinisters' w~o are· riot loos'e;' 
they are 'bound hand and' foot. And 'I do .not wonder 
they are fuU of misery. 'I say to my. ministerial friends, 
"Brethren, there is only one" way to, 'get these bands 
off, and g~t fre'e:,' get into ~he furnace, and the furnace 
will burn them off. '~en 'you wHI be lQose; y'oq' will 
be a free man." 

If we are 'to have<.d;reasure; if we .are really to ,be rjch, 
.. we 'may-I. had almost· said, ask the Lord' to send us' 

pI-enty- of trou'ble. JU,dah might ha~e said, "0 Lorq,. 
do M,t send the Ammohites, and the Moabi~es, and the, 
children of Mount. 'Seir." And the Lord would' have an­
swered, !'Wait a' whHe. I am send-ing them 'all togetl!er; 
bu't they will not hurt you; they wiH leave something 
\on your doorstep that will 'keep ~ou busy for tliree ~ays 
bringing it in.'" 'That i's what God's messengers are 
for, to'--bring, us real arid lasting wealth, and to make 
'us what He wan"ts us ,to be. ' 

" III. 

They never could have' 'had this had it not been for 
• Tel:.oshaphat .. Jehoshaphat is one of the Old .Testament· 
o '. • 

Therefore,let'us act in the' fear of,GOd ,aIj.d prudently. 
The gre~ter the' might· o'f tlte foe" the, greate:r is th.e 
ri:l'isfortune, if we dO not act in the fear of God and ,~ith' 
humility. If popes and' Rozpanists' have :hitherto, with , 
the dev'il'·s help, thrown kings into confusion, they 'may 
still do so, if w~ attempt things with our own strength . 
and skill, without 'God~'s help. " ' . . 

. -MARTIN LUTHE~, Address to the It!obilit1/. 

" 

REMEMBER' THE 'SEMINARY IN 
'. yOuR WILL ' 

. We suggest that ou,r friends should remem:ber 
Toronto Baptist.Seminal"f. in their wills. Th,e proper 
form' for' this is: "I give, devise and bequeath 

,the sum of ___ ~ _____________ to Toronto Baptist' 
Seminary" 337 Jarvis Sf.reet, Toront~ '2, Canada, 
associated with Jarvis St. Baptist Church:" We 
a,re laying f~u,ndations for the future,' and w~ are' 
determines:! to make it~as imp.ossible as it is' within' : 
human power to do, that not one. dollar given to 
Toronto Baptist Se~i"nary ,shall pe u~ed' for anything 
but· the prop'agatlon of the gosp.el. No amount 
woyld b~ too large, a~d certain'ly no a~r'-ount would 
'be too smalt We~earnEl5tI)' solicit the gifts of those 
who believe 1n ministerial and missi.onary education • 

" 

" 
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THE PINCHING SHOE NOW every 'man, :woman, and, cliild in B,ritain was' in 'the front 

ON THE- ,OTHER FOOT ,~. line trench, and tinder fire. ' , '.' 

W' E d. 0 not. thin.k '{h-e,r~' is, a BritiS'h. 'subJ'ect anywhere,' We repeat, in all that time, 'the United States declared 
she would stop."short of war.'.' . . 

who has' greater love for the United States, nor We do not recal'l that Britain, either governmelltally, 
greater admiration, nor deeper gratitude for. its splendid or through any of her eie6ted representatives inParlia-.-'. 
contri'bution to the victory of tl):e AHie's in the last war,' ment,:uttered a word of . complaint. 'We read a story 

. ',' than this writer. ICertai.ply we never Cou~d have done by a newspaper correspond'ent at that time, to this effect: 
without the United States. We have long believed that . 'W'hen the Kin.·g of ,the Belgians had' surrende.red his 
the only effective League of Nations, and the only abiding army, when three hund.red and'thirty-five thousand, men 

• 'and effective United Nations, will be found in' th~ mutu'al had ,been miraculously extricated from a trap at Dunkirk, 
understanding and cooperative action of the United when France had surrendered, and Britain stood' alone,. 
States of America and the British' Commonwealth. Any-
one who would do or' sa anytliin to . "eopardize the th~s particular war correspondent was makin~ his, ~ay 

. ," '. y! g J. . over the rubble of one of the southern EnglIsh CItIes, 
frlends!blp and .umted actIon of the Engbsh-speakmg Wh' h th . ht 'b f h d b t ':bl hrt d 
peo'ples of ·the world, would render a great disservice tQ, .' ,'I~ . : n~g, ~ ore a 'ee.n e'm, y -1 ze . ' 
the cause of world peace. . . . 'Plckulg hIS wa:r over the.~tpn~~, he met a ~oman, who 

Having said that, we s'hould like to d.dd that friends would be called In, England a charwom~n, 'a .,woman' 
ought to' b~ able to speak very frankly to each othe'r, who was on her way,. w~ suppose,. 't:o do her' day s work 
sometimes to criticize, and .even· di'sagree, witho~t<' the somew'h?re." Add'ressmg her, (amlharIy, .~e co!'respon-
semblance 'of a quarrel. ' " . dent 's'ald, Well, mother, ho'Y do you thmk thmgs are· 
. L . " . '.' looking' to-day 7': With a smile she brightly repHed, "I 
, ast evenmg we read the followmg 'Press dIspatch. think. they' are . .'looking up, sir." In astonishment he 
CAN.'T SQUANDER STRENGTH ON U.K. replied, "LOoking u·p! You have heard, of the surrender 

. TRUMAN I~'TOLD ' -.' of France and Belgium.?" "Oh, yes.; but'now th'e~e'is 
, ~ . nobody 1ef,t to let ·us down.", That was the British 

*ashington, 'July g:l-:-(.A:P)-Eight. Congressmen yes- - . spirit. ..... 
terday accused .Bri,tai~ of avoiding ri'sks faced by the ,"" 
United :States in defending Formosa by putting "dollars We would venture, with 'all respect, t9 reminii these' 
over principle.!' . Gen. Douglas 'MacArthur, U.N. com- eight T.Jnited States Copgressmen that the war in Korea 
mander ,in Korea, is in Formosa conferring with G~n. is young, and that only a little while ago. the American 
Chiang KI:J.i-shek. '. . . Government announced its decision not to lend" miUtary.r 

Assailing as "indefensi1ble" a British order that her aid to Form. osa, nor to fight in Korea.' We commend fleet. remain neutral -if Chinese' Reds attack 'Formosa, 
members of tl),e House of Representa.tives called on Presi- the President's wisdom in' changing his mind, and decid-
dent Truman to protest British policy in the Far East. " in,g to face the facts as they ~re. 
They wrote: .. . '. '. 
, "At 'this time,. sir, we cannot 'squander our strengt~ We are glad to know that B-ri!~in is not standing aloof. 
on allies upon whom' we cannot depend." ;.. . This writer 'has, no brief for the preserit British Govern-

The letter was signed by Repres~ntweive, Earl Wagner ment; notwithstanding, the' responsibility is theirs, and 
(Dem., Ohio) and countersigned 'by Representatives very probablY :the Government have' good reason, or 
Chester Chesney ,(Ill.), E. E. Cox and Don Wheeler (Ga.), think they have good Teason, ,for ·'their ·presen.t de.ci-sion. 
Democrats; and'Noah Mason and Richard Hoffman (Ill.), 
Lawrence Smith :(Wis.). and Roy Woodruff (Mich.), But after all, these American ,representatives are com-
Republicans.· ~ -' plaining, in respect to a situation which has not yet 
. "By ,this decision," Wagner 'wrote, "BJjtain announced aril;len. The Chines~ have not yet attacked Formosa, and 

.that she'is half-way for ,this common cause-when it if, and when;-they do so, in all probability Britain would' 
helps, her trade, bult riot when it h.urts her trad. e." 

exercise her privilege, as the American President has 
We confe~~' that we fe'It ~ like disappointment when. done, of. changing 'her mind. But it is' useless to com­

we' r~ad of the order to the British. Navy to remain plain of contemplated conduct in a si-tu~tion whiC'h may 
neutral if Chinese Reds attacked Formosa. But we are never occur. ,We suggest·· to the eight 'Congressmen 
not the British Government. We have not before us all -that they try to put themselves in the place of the people 
the facts which must have determined -this' decision. The' of Britain during that 'long and d·readful year, when 
decision may be wrong': we are inclined to think. it i's. not a shot was fired 'by the United States; and let them 
We are .not so sure; however, that it is '~i·ndefensible." remember that ,Australian airm'eh were at . the . side of 
There a're several considerations these Ameri'Can Legis- the· Americans from the very beginning of the E:orean 
laton should bear in mind: war; that -they have been joined by some Britis'h, forces; 

It, s1iould be remembered that. While' 'Britain .stood that it is proPQsed to send.a ground force from Britain; 
'a'bsolutely alone in defence of the world's liberties for thatCamidian "destroyers are aCtually in Korean waters 
o'ne whole· year in 1940, :she was compelled to pour out under a U.N. commander; that the 'Canadian Thunder­
both ·blood . lind treasure; and in so doing, to liquidate bird' squadron of North Stars is already in Asia, and 
her as'sets in practically' alI foreign countries; to, calI we rather think is a.!rea'dy engaged, in ·shu ttling supplies­
"honie alI invested capital, and reduce hers'elf almost to . tp the Korean forces of the U.N.-:-and all. this when the 
bankruptcy-not 'becaus'e then s'he 'had "idUes upon whom Korean war is less than two months·old. 
(she) ·could not depend," but because she 'had no ailies With a'll Britain's defects, and 'her economic exhaustion 

. at all. 'occasioned by the la'st war, she did not wait for a British 
During all that dreadful year .the American slogan "P~al'l Harbour" to make up 'her mind to fight. . 

was' a promise that she would do everything to help We ar~·confident that the great majority in t'h,e Amel'i­
"short of war." Meanwhile Britain 'was blee4ing to can Conzress, and -·among the American people would 
. death; and just ac~oss the Channel, les's than fifty miles be as criHcal of the complaint of the ei'g·ht CoiIgr~ssmen 
,way, stood the armed might of Hiller's miIHons;. and,' as we 'have been. . , 

. I 

o· 
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We shall send a copy of this issue of THE GOSPEL 'pel of 'God;s abundant grace. 'Some collect their friends 
WITNESS to each of the Congressmen mimed. to share with them the message of the ,broadcast. Others 

Incidentally, we may remind our Amerlca~ friends arrange to pass on 'God's truth in little Sunday SChools, 
that iIi Britain's case, as we have said, the war was less which we endeavour to· assist in one way or another as 
than fifty miles away. It was, in fact, nota yard away, we find they need. 
but was raining destruction on British' homes a~d mur-', The inspir'ing 'report published last week from Kirk­
dering thousands of civilians, including women arid 'land Lake and Heaslip greatly·thrilIed our iJ,earts because 
child'ren. As yet we are thankful the Korean war has of the ·part our radio 'ministry has played throughout the 
not endangered the lives of American women' and chil- years in helping as God saw fit to use it to bring about . 
dren, but is being fought on the other side of the world. tpese conditions in wh'ich we now rejoice. 
We ollly 'hope that the flames of war may b~ coh~ned . It ~a~ indeed a hi'gh day for me when I was privileged 

• to that region, 'and extingui'shed: before they touch this. to off'lCIate for the baptismal of eight believers in· Kirk-
Continent. - land Lake on that memorable night of July 14. How­

ever, we are particularly pleased because we 'have reason 
tobeIieve that these eight who followed then in this 

A GREAT LET'J'ER FROM BOY» path of simple 'obedience were merely the forerunners of 
OF SUDBURY . a goodly num'ber of others who shortly will follow their 
,Sudbury, Ontario,.Jtily 29, 1950. eXample in 'obeying the Lord. 

R H C Sl d 1.11p'ink we ought also to a'Cknowledge with deep grati-ev. . . a e, 
Toronto, Ontario. tude the great thinlgs which phe Lord has d'one through 

providing ,sufficient fina:l}cia:l resources to enable us to 
Dear Brother S'lade: . th d'ff t h carry on In e I eren rat er expensive enterprise~ in 

I am grateful to acknowledge your letter and cheque . wh'ich we' are e;ngaged. No doubt when the ultimatum 
encldsed covering the accounts for the French ministry, was sounded some months ago ~hat some must break with 
and,..1 regret that the pressu're of other matters caused a l)r. Shields and with the things for which he stanos' or 
rather sad delay in our sending of news for the publica- suffer financially, it seemed rather ridiculous to think 

. tion yot?' wanted. 'of carrying on with our French. Paper, our extensive 
The Lord ha's given us some blessing in the rather ex- vis'itation programme, the French broadcast 'in which the 

t,ensive fields in· which we labour. The Sudbury IChurch Union shared the expenses, and all the "district work for 
has just concluded a. very 'happy series of children's meet- which we need additional man-power continually.. How­
ings i~ which Rev. F. R: WeUington gave us useful assist- ever, the Lord so 'supp~'ied through gifts coming directly 
ance. 'Though the heat and summer attractions made it a to us, and passed on through the office of the Emergency 
Uttle more difficult to' get. children, our attendances 'Committee, that we were able to carryon our full pro-' 
ranged up to about 250, ilnd blessing attended so that a gramme all winter and were able to undertake to engage 
number ,have acknowledged· the Lord as their Saviour. and support", Mr. Appere whHe 'he was available to us, 

Apart from thi~, 'some others have been saved and and to provide sufficient funds to carry him to his native 
some have been baptized, while others .expect to obey land and the worthy work that awaits him there. 
the ~rd in Baptism next Sunday. The Sudbury Church Quite apart from these interests 'in which the Union 

" is still working toward the beginning of their building t;reasury formerly 'assisted us, our regular ministry re­
task, and with some eagerness we anticipate getting at quires that we raise more than $50.00 a day, every day 
the job within the next few weeks: At Lavigne and of the year. When we saw 'God supply t'h,is and m'ake up 
Minnow Lake, 'God's Word has not returned void, but has, for t~e loss of ~he other besides, w~ surely were strength­
cre'ated encouraging interest and has led soine to take ened In our faIth and encouraged In our reso'l,ve to press 
steps of obedience in whi-ch we rejoice. Three converted' . on to greater things for Him. -
French Canadians were 'baptized' at Lavigne just before To begin our 15th year of adventur~ 'in Sud'bury and 
Mr .. Appere'·s departure, whi'le others are.continuing to district, we startted a second publ'ication, an Englis'h 
give worthy account of· themselves as workmen in the bU'lletin known as the Berean Ambassador, by which we 
Kingdom of God. • .., hope to fU'rther and pe'rpetuate the mini'stry we 'are carry-

o " ing on by radio 'and by other means. Therefore, to all 
ur ~most extensive and expensive wor,k of course is· who have by their prayers or gif'ts been instrumental as 

the radio 'm'inistry but this too 'has not be~n burdensdme God's agents in furthering this work, so dear to our 
only, for in it we have found joy and rich blessing. The heaT'ts, we would again say thanks and! once mo~e offer 
reports from the far-flung ,areas which we cover between 
Montreal and Manito'ba a're so regular and varied that the word of assurance that as God honours His truth, He 
only a volume of some size could contain them, but we will also bless your, gifts' and see that that which is ,given 

, and spent for His sake and for the salte of the truth win 
are profoundly grateful ,because the Word which is not be invested in vain. Confident that the days of try­
preach~d in English, French and Ukrainian to these un-
seen thousands is so directed by the Spirit of God' as to ing in the past will be followed by greater tr'ials and 
bring response from many hearts. Iso'l!lted and deeply victories in the future, we are con'tinuing on to reach 
troubled Christians write rejoicing because the Lord the ever increasing thousands whose appalling needs we 
heard their 'prayers, and throU'gh the messages helped to would no~ suffer and dare not neglect. 
solve their problems. The darkened little communities With best wishes and ,thanks, I am, 
where only one or two small ~lickering candles remain Yours in Him; 

J. R. BOYD.-are 'awakened to the beams of tru'th 'because some who 
stood alone have found in God's Wordrstrength sufficient 
to enable them to bear testimony and to gather around 
them little grouJ.DS of child'ren and adults. to hear the Gos-

... 
Prayer is a shield to the soul, 'a sacrifice to God and 

a scourge·for Satan.---'BU,NYAN. ' . 
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THE HOMEGOING OF MRS. J. W. HOYT "AN ANATOMY' OF ALL THE PARTS 
OF THE SOUL" 

WE .. HA VE just received ·a t~legram infol'ming us that 
Mrs. J. W. Hoyt, widow of our late life-'long friend, John Calvin on the Psalms _ 

Dr. J. W. Hoyt; has pas'sed away. . . I HAVE 'beeu accustomed to call this book, I think not I 
With this news, the years have se~med to r~ll away" inappropriately" "An Anato~y of all the Parts of the 

and we remember the day when we fIrst saw hIm, when Soul'" for there is not an emo'tion of which anyone can 
"Hoyt" as we always called him, and this writer' first be co~cious that is not here represented. as in a mirror. 
~et. W~ 'became fast frie~ds, and that f~end-sh!ip con- Or rather, the Holy Spirit has here drawn to the Hfe 
tinued WIthout a h~eak untIl but a short bme a~o. when all the griefs, sOrz:ows, fe~8, doubts, hopes, careSi, per­
he was calle,d. to hIS reward. We were ~esent In the plexities in short all the distracting emotions with which 
capacity of "-best man" at their weiid'ing in Dresden, the minda of men ·are wont to ibe agitated'., The other 
Ontario, arid knew them both quite :intimately through parts of Scripture contain the commandments wliich God 
aU thct!ntervening ye'ars. enjoined his servants fo announce to us. But here the 

Dr. and Mrs. Hoyt used to sing beautifully togethe'r. prophets themSieirves seeing they are exhi~bited to us as 
Mrs. Hoylt was an exceptional WO'ffian. She is rumos't the speaking to Godi, 'andi laYing open aLl their inmost. 
Only preacller's wife we have ever 'lcnown to enter pub- thoughts', andi affections, call; or ra~er dlraw, each of us 
li'cly and officially into the life of the chu'rch of 'which to the examination of himself in paVticular, in order 
,her husban~ was pastor, without making trouble. But that none of the many infirmities to which we are 'sub­
Mrs. Hoyt had the passion Of Pau'l, ilnd the Wisdom of lect, and of the many vices with which 'we abound, may 
So'lomon. She was an exceptionally ,able teacher of the remain concealed. It is certainly a 'rare and singular 
Word of God, 'and 'had an a].mos~ uncanny und~rs.tanding advantage, when aLI lurking places, are discovered, and 
of alliihe complexities of the pastora:l relation. the ,heart is hrought into the light, p'urged, from that 

When Dr. Hoyt was overseas -in nineteen hundred and most ,baleful infection,. hypocl'i~y. In short, as calling: 
eighteen (yve were together through the entire summer) upon God! is one of. the principal means of securing ,our 
Mrs. Hoyt toOk his place, 'conducting :!in services in the safety, 'and as a better 'and more unerring rule ~or guid-· 
First Baptist '()hurC'h in P~ru! Ind~ana, of whi~h Dr. H~yt ~D'g us in this ~xereise: can~t !~e found :Isewhere than 
was then Pastor. She' dId It WIth ex'traordmary SkII~ . In the Psa].ms, It foll~ws, that In proportIon to ·the pro­
So that when her husband returned he found every,thing f,iciencY' 'Which a man shaI~.have attained in understand­
in the church i:p the proverbi'al "'apple pie order". ing ,them, will be his knowledige of the most important 

During a large part of the married life of Dr. and part of celestial doctrine. Genuine and earnest prayer 
Mrs. 'Hoyt, Mrs. Hoyt's sister, Miss A:gnes King, lived proceedJs firSt from a sense of our need, and next, from 
with them. She was Mrs. Hoyt's inseparable, companion, fai,th in the promises of 'God. 'It is by perusing these 
and aided -both of them in 'all their ministry. inspired compositions, that men win be most effectually' 

We ext~nd our deepest sympathy to Miss Agnes King awakened to a sense of their maladies, and, at the same 
in Wlha:t, must be her lonely eventide; while we give thanks time, instructed in seeking remedlies for their cure. In 
for the memory of two noble servants of Christ now with a wOl'ld, whateVer may serve to encourage us when we 
Christ "whim is far better". are about to pray to God, is ,tau'ght us in this book. ~nd 

, not only are the promises of God presented to us in it, 
INFERIOR THINGS' but oftentimes there is exhiibited to us one standing, as 

There is something sadi in considiering how much it ·were, amidist the ·incitations of 'God on the one hand,: 
. thought there is in the world! about ill'fel'lior thin'gs, and and the impediments of the flesh on the o~her, girding 
how very little about' ·this. Look round! a great Iibrary; and prepal"ing 'himself for prayer: thus ,teaching us, if 
the men whose names we see there gave their days and at any. time we are agitated with 'a variety of droubts, to 
nights through many years to thinking out what is resist and fight against them, until the soul,. freed and 
printed in their books, andi it is certa~Jl! that half of disentangled from all these impediiments, rise up 'to God; 
them could have seldbm or never thought at aU about and not only so, but even when in the midst of doubts, 
the moraiity of their own Uves. Artists, fired with pas- fears, andi apprehensions, let us put forth our effort~ 
sionate en'thusiasm for their lofty calling, spent their in prayer, until we experi"ence some consolation' which 
health and! strength in covering their canvas with noble may calm 'and! bring contentment to our minds. 
forms and beautiful colouri:o.g, ibut left their own charac-
ter shapeless and repulsive. Iln the souls of famous 
musicians there has been harsh dmBlCOrd; and the imagina­
tion' of famous- poets has shed no splendoqr on their 
personal history.' -R. W. DALE. 

. , 
GOSPEL' WITNESS PUBLICATIONS 
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TIle Gospel Witness 
130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto 2 Canada 

, PATIENCE .... 
On the 8th of August, 1529, Luther, with his wife, 

lay ,sick of a fever. Overwhelmed! with dysentry, 
sciatica, 'and a dozen other maladdes .he saidl: God!. lIas 
touched me sorely, and I have been impatient: but God 

'~ws !better than we whereto it serves. Our Lord, God 
is like 'a printer, who sets the letters backwards, so that 
here we must so read! them; when we are printed off, 
yonder, in the life to come, we shall, read! all cl~ar and 
straightforward. Meantime we must have .patience. 

Tribulation fs a right school and exercise of flesh -and 
blood. fl'he Psalms, almost In every verse, speak of 
nothing but tribulations, perplexities, ~orrows, and 
troubles' they are a book of tribulations. 

, , " .....:LUTHER'B Tab£e TaJk. 
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THE GREAT MISSIONAR,Y REVIVAL His brethren were deeply stirred, but even then there 
'was dianger that· feeling gtight evaporate .in tea,r~, and 

I~ EVERY revival ther~.is the ."l'eassertion 'of the fail to move 'the springs of action, The meeting closed'; 
, ,'Church's missionary character. Men return to Oal- the ministers were about to separate. Even Fuller, on 
vary, and the worldl is seim afre'sih through the eyes of whom he had counted, madle no sign. '. It was a moment 
Ohrist. The inrfinite '·COJ.llpass-ion of Oh,rist' flUs the big with fate. If it pass·ed· without some ,definite dreed!, 
heart, and ,the"pa'ssion evok~d !by C~vary dlemands the all was, lost, In an agony he ,seized the arm of Filller. 

'whole wide world as' the' fruit of His sacrifice. Thus "Oh," 'he cried., "are you, after aN, going to do nothing?," 
the Evangelical awakening' of ,the 18th century culmin-. FuLler looked'into,Care'Y~s eye§, ~d found their appeal 
ated in a mighty mi'ssionary ·movement which restored irresisti,ble.. He recalled Ms tirethren, and then there 
the; Chureh"s' Pentecostal witness'to every nation,' and was inserted in their minutes this'momentous decision: 
'establdsh# a real, and ,growing dominion ,of 'Chri~ ·ill That -a place ,be 'prepared! against' the next mee#ng at 
every land. ' ' '. . . . . " 'Ket~n.ng fo'r fprming a Bapti,st Society for propagating' 

In the acoomplishrilent o~: ~his great 'work" God; whQ' _I the Gosp~l am~ng the heathen.;' ~he Society was f~~~d 
,loves to upliift the sma)l ,an!!' despised., was pleased ~ a few months a~terw~ds, on OCtober ,2ndr, 1792 (~t IS 
use a poor' cobbler in t1he Midlands of England. :aorn in one ,of God's. date~), In ,tJl:e, low-roofed back parlour of, 

". 17.6'1, in' Paulerspury, near NortQ~pton, ·born again of '- ":ido"! W~llis', at Kettering. It consis~d' in th~ begin­
: ,the 'Divine Spirit, ill; his eighteenth year, the story of nmg of twelve m~.n~ ·~'w its first subsc~I¢;io.ns a~un.ted 

William Carey,is one o(f.i~rce, almost d'esperate, s'tru-ggle,' to £~3, 2.s, 6d ... l:ts fIrst seGre~:r was And'rew Fuller, 
. with poverty. ilIe found solace in 'ildoks, ',the money for' a~d rts· fIrs·t. mISSIonary was WIllIam Carey. , 
~hich he obtained: ,by the -,simple expedient of starv~ng.,' The .Society was ~early ,strangled in its: 'birth. The' 
himself, 'S~ that he ·\iterl!.IlY fed his ,mind at th~ exp~nse East India Company refusedi to. cOnv~y ,missionaries to 

, of his ,body.' Hi·s cobbler's shed in ~ackleton 'became 'his India.' It held them more' dangerou·g than t1he pestilence.­
~Ilege, and here as .he wrought with, op.en, book be~ore' . Thus C~rey and his' companion, D-r, Thomas,' sailed in !l 

. !l:lm, -be. mastered Latin, Greek, andi,Hebrew, 'and a!!quIn:rl Danjs-h ves'sel, an~ it wag; finally in_ the D-anish soil of 
a, wo·rking .knowledge of~r~eh and ·Dutcll. , 'Soon,.a still . "Seramporethat the young Society f!truckitl;! roots.. Lon.g 
Q'Igiher 'delIght e~tered ihis hfe. He developed powe~ as " ayd! cruel were tl:J.e hardships· he now endured, 'but he 
a preacher, an,d m 1785 he ,b~came pastc?r. of the lIttle' toiled. and-- toned' 'With unfailing' faith 'and' hope. He' 
Baptist chu~ch at Moulton. His ·salary was .bu~ £16, andlaJboured for seven' years without iL, Convert', '. Then 
he was obliged.to te~ch a school; but this neces'sity that IfriSihna 'P.al, , long burdened! by the sense of sin, found 

. '. ,seemed! to confme hIS usefulness was really tlie n-arrow in Carey'sS'aviour the great -Rest-Givel! and: the GI:eat 
" door through which he entered! upon the Hlimitable·field . DeJ.iverer. Carey baptized hini in the riYer on December. 

of his, -great .life. work. 'It Wl:!-S white he taught the, 28, 1800; the first, of -a countles's host, .who, from every 
'- chHdren gepgrap~y with ~he ~id! !,f. ~ lea~er gl~be' he kindrred and tongue and, nation; hav.e corne to adore th.e 

,hadi constructed, that the great ~1'SSIonary Idea eJ}.tered· Name tha:t is' a,b6ve every Name. 
" his mind;' 'and, becani~ the passion of his'so,uI. Isaiah .. 

saw the Lord in the Temple, ana as, surely did' William 
Carey see Him .in that little schoolroom, ~ surely did , 
he hear Him say, "Whom shall. I send, and who will:go 
for us?'~ and as earnestl~ ddd'/ He respond, "Here am I, 
Lord, sendi' me!" , ' 

For four.teen months no news· came to . England of 
the ·great venture of faith. :aut F.u·ller and his Society 
la,bo1,lred in prl,LYer and held< fast the 'ropes in the Home­
land., assured, th~t 'God was> with the toilers in the d'ark 
mine' heneath. When 'at, last' 'Carey's' l~tters ·arrivec;f.· a 
joy that was truly unspeakable 'and! full .of ·glory fmoo 

Carey was now a man of one grand idea. One glorious their hearts. They came together andl sang the -hymn' 
thought dominated his whore life. Ohris,t had, died for of WiHiam of Pantycelyn, t:li.e triumph-song of l\Jissions: . 
all mankind, a~d ~o every creatu're und~r Heaven must , '. ,.'. 
be borne the gl'8!d tidings of salvation: .. In conversation "O'er those ,gloomy hiJ:ls of· darkness, : 
this was· his uppermost, ever-recurri'ng theme, but' he Look,' my soul, be still and· gaze;' 
found!, no response. The missionary en~erprise seemed. 'Ail the promises of 'travail . . 
wholly Utopian, a "wHdJ impractjcable, scheme." Repu1sed' . With a -glorious· ~,ay of grace." 
by his 'brethren, ~e turned. to the Press .. He wrote his,', .'. '\ .' . 
"enquiry," showing the still binding ~orce ·of. Christ's I~ t~at same year, 17~4; they began to pU'~11~h the~r .. 
last 'command; and plead,ing for concerted prayer for' Pertodzcal Account, relatmg ·the 'story of 'the MIssIon, and 
men and money. Repression only served, to· make the then fast-crowd~ng and glorious events showed ,that the 
fire within him ·burn the ,more' intensely, 'and' graduaUy' S~i-rit of Missions had indeed gone forth..: Thes~ S'imple 
sOIne of ·the men about ;him began to 'share his' passion, leaves went through the land and ove·r the earth hke' 
namely,' Andrew FuHer,' of Ketterirtg. Then, after six' 'flakes o.f Pent.eco~t;al' fire, and. soci~yafter society 
years Of waiting, came -his ·great opportunity. Now pastor_ sprang: mto bemg In England, Sc~tlan,d, I-rel~d, Ger-

. of the cllurch, in Harvey Lane. Leicester, he was invited m~ny, ·France,. ~h~ Netherl~n?'s, an:d' America. In' ~794 
,to:preach to'the mini-sters" meeting at Nottingliam and the London MIssIonary SOCIety, m 1799. the 'Church 
in his sermon' the long-curbed fii;e· leapt ·forth, a' fire Mis'si~nary 'S~:iety ,enteredr u.pon· t~eir glorious. ca­
th'at was destined! to ·set the whole church abliaze, He rerers. So deeply moved' was RQ'bert :Hald:a.ne that 
~ok ,·for his' text Isaia:h 54 :203, impl~ing its truth he 'at once. ,sold his estate 'at Airthrey, and, gave him&elf 

~ . in two mighty maxims ,tha,t have been the inspiration and aU he had,.,?> ~e He.avenly C~use. Thwa~edJ ,by 
of mis'sionary endeavour from that day to this: the Government m hIS d,!}sI-gn of gomg abroad, hIS eyes 

. , .. ,were opened to '~e that the great Field of Missions' is 
"Expect great thin,gs' from God, one ~andJ that it beg·ins at a man;s 'own door. He 'and his 
Attempt great 'things, f~r God." brotJher. James !became, missiona·ries in Scotland, and 

. " 
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bore the Evangel 'to 'the remo"tes't. glens of ,their native •. '. . TRIAL . 
land. ,Haldlane's Home Mission, now merged! in the, We know not 'in 'what form or Jt what time the fiery 
Baptist Union ag' Scotland!, is one of the finest proofs trial may come to us in thls worId; to try our work of 
of the great law enunC'iated ,by Dr. Ohalmers, that foreign what sort it is. It comes to ,some men early,' and, if they 

.miss'ions act upon the Ho_me Church, not ,by exba.ustion, fail, there is often nothing for them but a life of obscure 
but by fermentation, revitaHzing its drooping 1if~. On misery and shame; it comes to others .when'grey hairs 

. the other ,hand' the manna that is kept unused, becomes a are beginning to show on their head'S,' and, aiter years' , 
. fount of corruption .. Wilen ,the IHe energies of the of honour and! blameless 'integrity, they have a miseraible 
Church" ',are restrained, and: turned! 'in selrfi-s}ily' u'pon end.' Thank God that every day's wel:I'-'heing .makes us 
itself, at once they begin to break ~t up; they are trans- s'tronger for the struggle, as the silent peaceful days of 
muted into' the awful and horri'ble activities of d!eath. .summer cJuring which the oak is stretching its 'kndtted 
But the Ohurch lives and' flourishes 'exceedingly- when roo~ ~eper and! deeper i!lto the soil, prepare, it to meet 
it gives its life'to a peri~hing 'WorId. '. -. the fury of wintry storms. -R. W. DALE. 

'Carey never returned, 'but lived to a 'green old age. 
. in Indlja, dying in 1834,' no less :than thirty-four d'istinct ' 

tl'an8'Nitions of the Bible into' the Ind'ian tongues having 
coine from his:- hand!s. On hi-s' tombstone, by hi.s own 
desire, are inscri'bedi' the' words': II A wretched; poor and. 

.. helpless worm, ,on Thy kind arms 1 ,fall." , 
, '-Old' Time Revivals. 

"I HAVE A FRIEND" 
Around the corner I have a friend, 

,In this gz:eat city that has 'no end;' 
Yet days 'go by, and weeks rush on~ 
And before I' know it a year has gone, 
. And I never see myoId friend's face, 
For Life is'a swift and terrible race. 
He knows. I like him, j:ast as well 
As in the days when.! rang his bell, , ., , 

SIN THE.ONLY ENDURING EVIL 
And he rang mine. ,We were younger then, 
And now we are busy, 'tired men: ' 
Tired with playing a 'foolish game, 
Tired with trying, to make a name. 
"Tomorrow," I say, "I will call on Jim, 
Just'to show that I'm thinking' of. him." 
But iomorrow comes, and tomorro,w goes, 
And the 'distance 'between us grows and grows. 
Around the corner!-yet miles 'away.. . . 
"Here's IlL telegram, sir." .... 
"Jim died ,today." '. ' , 
And that's what we get, and deserve in the end:· 

W~~n idlriven to the very v.erge of sin ,by fear of .pov­
erty or !by 11 ~everish thir:st;. for wealth, .we should re­
member .that He who is enthroned! in the, verY centre 
pf all the splendJours of 'the c!ty of God! was on'C~' a poor 
man, and had not where to lay His he~d!;'that His elect 
and most ilIiustrious servants 'who sit as princes near 
their King were alniost as poor 'as 'Himself; that suf­
. fering, and destitution and! sh'ame ill' thds world,. so far 

.' from dliminishingl our future glory, will make it sbine 
the brighter, if only they· are Iborne with'devout patience 

. and! courageOus faith; that sin· is the onI,y enduring evil, . 

Around the corner, a vanished friend. . 
-Charles Hanllon Towne. 
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.. ,', 

and holineS'S the only eternal' good. . . -R. W. DALE., ' '.... . . 

. '. 

NEGLECT 
: 

, . , 

A S'tory is <told of a young man Who stood at :t'he bar 
of justi~ to -be sentenced for forgery. The judge h!l-d. 
known the young man from childihood, for his ·father had 
been oR famolis legal ligh,t imd ,his work on the Law of 
'Trusts was the mo<St exhaustive work on the 8'Uibject. 
"Do you remember your father," asked the judge, iternly, 
'~tha:t. father. whom you have di'sgraced?" , 

The prisoner answered; "I remember. him J5erfedtl¥. 
When" 1 'Went to 'him for' advice or C'Ompanions~ip, 'he 
would lo'ok up from his' book on the Law of Trusts and 

'8'8.Y, 'Run away,' 'boy, I am busy.' My' father finished 
his book, 'and! here I 'am." 'Dhe great la)vyer ·had ne­
gleQte.d·· his o~' great trust wioth awful results; 

. A PERSIAN PROVERB 
He· who knows not, . 

And knoWs not that he knows not, 
Is 'a fool--1hun hill). . 

He who kDows not, <l 

. And knows thilt he knows not, 
Ii 'a chIld - teach him. . 

He: ;ho knows,' . 
And knows not that he knows, \ 

Is asleep -:-'. wake him. 

Vol. 15 Third Quarter Lesson 7 AugUst 13, 1950 

OI.;IVEfL. OLARK, Ph.p. '(Tor.) 

COMING 'JlID'GMENT 
Lesson Text: Zephaniah 1:1-16. 
Golden Text: "Seek y,e the Lord, all' ye 'm~ek of the earth, 

which have WI'ought his judgment; seek righteousness, 
'. seek meekness: it may be ye shall ibe hid in the day of 

the Lord's anger."-Zeph. 2:3. 
Introduction: . 

Little 'is known concerning the llersonal histo.ry of Zeph­
aniah except his ance'stry and the date of his ministry (y. 1). 
His name means "Jehovah hath ·guarded". Inasmuch as .. he 
described the destruction of Nineveh as still. future, which : 
occurred about 62& B.C., we under!iltand that he prophesied 
during the early part of Josiah's reIgn (2 Klngs 22, 23) .• 
Israel had already been taken into captivity. Doubtless he 
co-'operated in the reforms of Josiah, especially, in the matter 
'of Baal worship' (2 Kings 23: 5-8). . 

. Th~ Prophecy of Zephaniah may be outlined as ·fol'low3: 
I. Judgment upon Judah and~the Idolaters: Chap. 1 . 
II. JUdgment upon Judea and Nineveh: Chap. 2. 
III. J'udgm,ent upon Jerusalem and ~estora:tion: 

Chap. 3. • . 
Exposition: - " 
I. The Comlng'Judgment Declared: verses 1-6 .. 

Even' as' I's~ael had been removed f:r;om. the land" so would 
Judah be utterly destroyed (Jer. 8:13). Judgment would De 
certain, swift and inescapable. It would 'be complete, reach­
ing . even to' ·the animal creation, under .,the curse' because of 

He who lmows, 
And knows that he knows, 

Is wise - f~l1ow him. 

man's sin. ... 
• God's 'Wrath would be poun:d Q~t upon idolate!s especially. ' 

,_ The remnants of Baal worshlp were to be eradicated: Baal . 
\Va's a Phoenician god, appearing among the Israelites in the 

" 

. " 

.. 

, 

\ 
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time 9f the judges (Judge 2:13). Manasseh; the grandfather 
of, Josiah, allowed an idol of Baal to be erected ,even: in the. 
sacred temple (2 Kings 21: 3,5, 7), but Josiah cut down the 
black-robed priests of Baal 'called Chemarim (2 Kings 23:5). 
The priests of Jehovah had not put down idolatry (Ezek. 
'22:26; 44:10; Zeph. 3:4; Mal. 2:7,8), and therefore they would 
not ,be exempt from Divine punishment, nor would tho'se 'who 
worshipped ·the 'stars, moon, sun, the heavenly bodies (2 Kings 
17:16; 21:3; 23:5). Some idolaters made a pretence of 
swearing allegi:ance to God (Isa. 48:1; Hos. 4:15, 16), while 
at the same time they dedicated themselve's to the god 
MoloCh (1 Kings 11:7; Ezek. 20:39; Amos 5:26). Such 
hypocrisy is an abomination to the Lord (-1 Kings 18 :21 ; 
Matt. 6:24). . , 

Th'is was an age'of spiritual declension. Those who elahned 
to walk with ,G'od had turned back (Numb. 15:39,40; psa.'78: 
34-37; Ezek. 20:16-21; Acts 7:39, 40). Others had not sought 
Him (Hos. 5:15), or enquired ~oncerning His will. Upon all 
such sinners the judgment of God will ultimately.:t;all (Prov. 
1:24-32; Isa. 65:11, 12; 66:4). . 

U. The Coming Judgment Described: verses 7-16. 
Zephaniah counselled sinful man to ,bow in silence befQre 

our holy God (HllIb. 2 :20), for He was about to manifest His 
presence among them; His wrath was to be poured out upon' 
His backsliding people. The day _of .wrath was at hand (Isa. 

, 13:6; Ezek. 30:3; Joel 1:15; 2:1, :\.1; Rev. 6:17), and He was 
about to make a sacrifice, as it w;ere~ slaying the guilty Jews 

_ that His jus~ice. might be vindicatea (Isa. 34:6; Je! .. 46:1~; 
, Ezek. 39:17, il.8). The Lord had prepared or sanctifIed HIS 

guests, setting apart Nebuchadnezzar whom He was inviting 
to. come and take vengeance 'upon those :who had forsaken 

_ God (Jer. 25:9; 27:6~8; Ezek. 26:7-14). None would escape, 
not even the princes, the king's children or the riel!.. Those 
who had exercised 'violence and deceit would be punished, 
notwithstanding their exultant rejoicing when they obtained 
spoil. ' 

The prophet described in de~jl the noise and confusion 
which would fill the city of Jerusalem when the enemy. should 
attack. There would be' a cry· as Nebuchadnezzar and his 
army swarmed in at the fish gate (2 Cbron. 33:14; Neh. 3:3), 
as they really did, then as they entered the 'Second gate at 
the lower part of the city, and finally reaChed the hills in' 
the interior, Mount Zi'On and Mount Moriah. Maktesh, mean­
ing "Mortar", pro'bably refers .to Jel'lJSalem, situated in the 

- midst of hills (Isa. 22: 1, 5). Tlie merchants would 'be slain" 
and also those who attempted to carry away s~lver or any-
thing which migntibecome a burden (Hab. 2:6). ' 

N'O one could' escape the coming judgment. The Lord is 
represented atl one who searc}led t~e city with a light, lea"ving 
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..... no corner where a sinner 'might hide (P.sa. 1'39:17-12). The 
wealthy merchants had long been left undisturbed, like wine 
that had ·become crusted at the bottom (iPsa. 55:19; Jer.48:11; 
Amos 6:1-6), but they would soon meet their doom. In their 
carelessness ·they imagined that the Lord Himself was in­
different as to t.heir conduct . (Jab 22:13, 14; p.sa. 10:4-6; , 
94:7; Mal. 2:17). Such men 'WOuld have a rude awakening. 
Their homes and v'ineyards would 'become the property and 
prey of their enemies (Deut. 28:30; Amos 5:11; Harg. 1:6)'. . 

The 'great day of .God's wrath was imminent, and . would be 
characterized by a loud roar, as it were, of vengeance (J:er .. 
25:30; Amos 1:2). Trqp.ble, anguish, distress and desolation 
would be on every hand (Joel 2:1-3; Amos 5:18-20; Nah. 
.2:10). The trumpets of the invaders would resound along 
the bulwarks and city walls (Jer. 4:19-22; Amos 2:2). The 
Hebrew. word translated "towers" means literally "angles", 
dOUbtless referring to the fact that the walls of Jerusalem 
were built with curves and angles, so ·that the Jews might 
.assail any besieging forces from all sides. 

The prophet, although faithful in declaring God's wrath 
against sin, remembered to deliver f;he message of mercy: 
.(oHab. 3:2). There was a way of e'scape from the righteous 
wrath of God (Joel '2:13,14). Those who humbly sought the 

. Lord c,and His' righteousness would be Sheltered from the 
impending doom (Psa; 105:4-8; Provo 1:33; Isa. 55:6; Amos 
5:15; Zeph. 2:3). Let us urge unbelievers to flee from the 
wrath to come (1 Thess .. 1:9, 10), and to' take shelter with 
the Saviour (Cot: 1:13). 

For Younger Scholars: ""'" 
, Explain the folly of attempting to cover up our sins before 

the Lord, illustrating with 'Scriptural narratives (1 ~Sam. 15: 
1-23; Acts 5:1-11). He sees and knows all that we think, say 
'and do (Psa. 139). Urg~ scholars to be sincere before the 
Lord and ,before others, and to seek Him early with their 
whol,e heart .(Eccl. 12:1). 

. DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
Aug. 7-The Day of Judgroent ..... _ .... _ .• .2 Kings 2~:15-20. 

'Aug. 8-The Day of Wrath. ... _~ .••....• _ ... __ ... __ .. _Isa. 25:1-18. 
Aug. 9-The Day of Correction. .... __ ...... _ .. _ .. _ .... _--ler. 2:11-19. 
Aug. 10-The Day of Destruction .... _ ... _ ...... _.Jer. 4:19-31. 
Aug. 11-The Day of Desolation .... __ ....... __ ..... _ ... .Ter. 25:27-38. 
Aug. 12-The Day of Storm .... _ .... _ ...... _ .... ___ , ....... _ ... .Toel 2:1-14. 
Aug. lS-The Day of Darkness ..... _._ .. _. __ ... _ .............. _._ .. ..Amos 5 

SUGGESTED' HYMNS 
Blessed be the fountain of blood. Hide me, 0 my Saviour! 

The Lord's my Shepherd. 0 safe to the rock! When He 
cometh. Jesus, 'l'hy blood and righteou'sness. 

FOIlM 

Enclosed find $ .... ~ ............... to be a,e.pliecl as followl:-
o A subscrip~on to The GosfIe.i W.tnell ..... ..., ........... $5.00 0 The Plot That Failed ................ $2.00 

o llenewal of m.'bsaiption to The Go".' Witness .. $5.00 0 Other Little Ships ........................ $2.00 

o The Pried. The Wmntm and The ConfesriontJi ......... , ........ : .. : ................... $1.00 

NAME ............... : ............................................................................ : ................................................ : ........................ .. 

STllEET ................................................................................................................................................................. . 
,. 

ciTY Q~ TOWN ................. ~.: ............... : ............ PR.OVlNCE ............................... ; ..................................... . . . 
. The following boob are offered as premiullll to subecriben- to. THB GOB~BL WITNBSS. 'CJaedr. 

tile GD,e yOu wiah to ft!ICeift: . • '. " . 

o I. TIw Papacy. in the .Light of smptur •• by Dr. T. T. Shlelda~ . . .... 
o 2. rlw Gr.." ,.,Iit in tM W",.W. by R.ev. Cbas" B. Sparpon. 
o I. RtatHllima. In' Rudtnftwdima (Je1unJtJh's Wim. .. ,), by Dr. T. T. 8bJelds .. 

NO"DI-II ...... II ................... ~ • ToraDte BUlk, lie ............. lie aIIded. ' 
V~ ....... IIIIIItIy •• DOt .... P-.l " ..... 
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