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Should Preachers Cater to 
"Itching Eelrs"? 

By The Editor. 
1 have recently attended ·two ordination services, and 

must attend another this week. This has led me to 
think much of the work of the prlnistry, and of the 
necessity of instructing young ministers before they 

. contract habits of thought and practice which may not 
be conducive· to an effective miniBtry of the New 
Testament. 
. Having this in mind, I have turiled to an address 
which I gave in'Toronto, in Jarvis' Street, September 
30th, 1916, and as it covers the ground which 1 feel it 
is important young ministers should consider, I venture 
here to publish it. 

"I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall·judge the quick and the dead at his appear
ing ·and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all aonpufi'ering 
and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not en
dure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they 
heap to ,themselves teachers, having itching e¥s; And they 
shall turn away their ears from the t1'Ulth, and sli&ll be turned 
unto fables. But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, 
do the work' of an evangelist, make ·full ,proof of thy min-

,istry."----2 Tim. 4:1-5.' I 

, Perhaps there is no single aspect of 'New Testament 
teaching conce.ming which otherwise well-instructed 
Christians ,are so ill .. inforined as that which defines 
the character, the function, and the scope of. the Chris
tian .. ministry. Thi's is perhaps due to ·the natural re
luctance of 'the minister to discuss matters which so di-_ 
'rectly re1ate to himself and his office. B'ut if the mini
ster refrain from teaching with respect to this subject, 
be will invite embarrassment for, himself, and will, by 
withholding an important element ·in New Teetament 
teaching, work injury to others. .: 

II therefo~e venture to ask you to examine with me 
this apostolic injunction laid upon a young minister. 

I-
I begin by enquiring By Whom The Minister Is cOm.

missioned. None of us can sympathize with the sacer
dotal conception of the ministry as involving any ~lement 
of priestly function or authority. Nor is it Ukely that 
anyone here could accept the ancient but exploded figment 
of tactual. apostolic succession. There is an aPostolic 

succession, but it does not consist in; nor depend upon, 
. a tactual chain, that is, a chain of,_ episcopa1 touches 
. reaching bacJC 1;01 one of the apostles of the Lord. 

Yet every. true minister is divinely commissioned. I 
do not say that a minister is more than his brethren. 
He has aU the frailties and limitations of ot:her men. I 
m8ke ail allowance for his varying moods, his liability 
to error, h~s oneness' with all his kind. But when all 
this is admitted, it remains true that if he be really a 
New Testament preacher and pastor at ali, he 'hold's his· 
commission from God. He is 4'called" in the old fash
ioned! special sense. Not as men 'are called to secuiar 
employments. ;Paul the tent-maker and preacher was 
calledspeciaUy to be an apostle; he engaged in tent-mak
ing as a means of livelihood. But the Scripture says, 
"How shall they preach except they be sent?" That 
does not mean '~How' :shal1they preach except 'they 'be 
sent by a; Missionary 'Committee?" but How shall they 
preach except they be sent of God? "There was a man 
sent of God, whose name was John." This· principle is' 
implied! in Paul's charge here m~de to Timothy. Let 
us take care how we treat God's prophets.· . 
. Paul addresses :'I'imothy (18 standing betore God.. ,The 

minister, to' be effective, 'must abide ,in the presence of 
his Master. Nothing e1se can give his message authority. 
He must be able to say, like Elijah, '''As the Lord God 
of Israel liveth before Whom I stand." This is his only 

. valid credentia1, and the only one the tru'e prophet needs. 
'Therefore ought people to pray for their mini'ster always 
that he ~y stand before .God, and be clothed with di-

vi.!ie power. r' ... I t do ·tJ. tJ. • d The ministe s C07llimuswn tt(18 0 'WZ I. I.e ,11. g-
ment .. Tlhe minister has to dO,with 'men who must stand 
in the jlldgment, ·and 'he is commissioned, as I uJ;lderstand 
it to prepare men for judgment. . _ . 

',Furthermore, he is reminded that his' own reward wiU 
be ree&Zized at the. awearing of Christ. ,We may speak 
contemptuous1y of' the old-time. '"OtherWorldliness''' of 
the 'saints, Ibut we must admit that they were nearer the 
New Testame~t pattern. than' ·their modem worldly, 
successors. 
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II.. Then the minlster'must also gi~e"hiJnsel~ to e~horta" 
Then we must oonsider. ,briefly The Minister~s Com- ' tion. ~ He must cal!l men to God. He must per~uad~ IIJen 

mission. He i's to "preach the wQ.rdf'·~Here is the fin~l... to Ii "holy lif!'!. , He mu'at not be content,with just arguing 
itf. of the 'Gospel. o.thers liave preached i~ before'. He the point, but he must most ddIigently endeavour to per- " 

,is not to seek some new message. ,He is to expound the suade 'men to live blamelessly iii the mids,t of a crooked 
,great principles of, the Gospel. He is to assume that and perverse generation.' , ' 
this is what God wants, m~n to hear. '(He is a iiespatch Th~ mini~er' also must ,'be ,longBufferin3, ,In every
rider, a postman, an: ambassador. He is left ,no discre- ,thing :be"must be patient; he must be content to preac~ 
tionary powers. As he is ,given 'to unaerstand 'it, he here a: little, there a little, line' upon line, precept upOn 
must preach the Word. ,', " " ,,' precept; and all'with good:"cheer. He must be faithful, 
,It follows' that spiritual people should prayer/'tjJJy io all the'se duties; 'he must encourage men'in the pur-

suppOrt him in his ministry. I be'seech you ,to demand 'suit Pi holiness. " " , , 
this' of me. :There is no man living who values more Then, his instrument through' all must be doctr'llnal," 
hig'h!y than i the appreciation of his brethren.' 'But' as which IS another word for teaching. :a~, must, hy open-
a minister I' covet no man's appreciation on any other ing ,the doctrines ~f. t~eGosp~l, instruc~ ,men in the 
ground than as a preacher of th'e Word. I do not.know g~e~t matters of ~l,?ne revelaltlon. It wdl .not do ~or, 
thai it much matters where a man preaches, so, long as ,:hlm to be always g'J.":lDg people me:r:eIy the smcere mdk 
h'e:is where ,God puts him. But this I must'say; and . of the wo~d". ~ That l~ good ,for babes,.,but he must learn. 

, .the days 'are upon us when I feert, must' say. it, I am how to s~rve good ~hd mea,ls of',atrong meat .for such as 
, resolved to preach' the Word as I understand it with all are of riper expenence. 
my m~ght. ,A minister ,lI)ay' fail ,in being.', interesting 

, or entertaining, ,but there -are onDy 'two re~lly valid , ' 'III.. .. . . 
criticisms of 'the preacher-one is that he does ,not preach Then in {he verses I ,read to you THE'MINISTER IS FORE-
the word of',God, and the other is tha.'t, in preaching 'it, WARNED QF HIS DIFFICULTY!" ,HEds told that a. certain 
he !foes not preach it in the power of the Holy -Spirit. time will come wh'en 'men will not be easily persuaded ef 
And! i,t is your solemn, duty. tQ pray that 'neither of the things ,of, 'God'. It may be that this Iwili 'be peculiaz:lY 
these may ever fairly 'be laid against this pulpit. true of some particular time" and j,t may be that that 

,The minister. is ,to' be always at' it. A man of one time ,is new. 'But~this I know, it has always been !true . , 
book, olf one purpose,' he m1,lst n'ever be off duty. He' of some that they. wou'ld not eii4ure sound dectrine, but 
must ,be instant in season and out ef s,eason. You. have today it:i~ especially true of a very large number;' , 
a' rig'~t to demand of your min~ster ,that he shal'l never" Notwit~standJiilg lie ,inust p~each the doctrines 0/ t~ 
be found anywhere, or doing oIlnyth'ing t~at is inConsislent New Testamef!.t. To avoid comparisons With,.other times 
w~th the fun~ion of an ambassador of Christ. Could we may' remark that the doctrines ,of the New TesUiment 
the British ambassador, for instance,. consert with' an,. are always very unpopular,to tthe natu'ral'man, ,but the 

'enemy power while ~'is Government and the Government preacher -must 'n¢ hesi~ate to deaJI with these matters, 
of the Power, concerned were at war?, Could he .have He,"must preach the doctrine of, sin, of the atonement, 
any fellowship at all 'With a representative of the 'Gov- . the new birth, of fulture punishment and reward, all ef. 
"e~ment with which his GO,vef}lment was at war? . ~ay' which are all ,but generally':held in .contempt in our .day. 
w~at Y01:1 win ef ministers "mixing.," A minlste~ must German rationaJIisin, new so 'generally caHed Modernism, 
mix with men :only th~t in season and .out of season he ,has poisoned the springs of the religious life of the 
may preach, the' Word. II have observed that ministers ,wo~, and long before the First War, 'by the exchange of 
who join all sorts ~f lodges and societies .. and belong to. University ~rofelisors, an'4' hel: a~rsed propagation of 

,numerous clu'bs, ana, a~ found at basebaH and football Germanism through the. world, 'G~rmany did for ~eIig.ion 
stadiums, m'ixing with men of..the world indiscriminately, what her espionage did poIiticaJIly. Her inoculation: of 
I, say I have observed that these' men do not attract thE? prisoners With the deadly bacilli' of ·consumptio.n 'is only 
men with who-m they "mix" to the he~ring of the Word a revealing parable. And you wiIl bear ,me witness that 
a~ they 'preach it. We m1,lst remember ,that we are I Had no more admi,ra:tioh for GermaiJ.· rationalism; and ' 
"separateii" unto the Gospel of' Chri~t, and we must, German'religiou's thought generally ibeforethe wa~ than 
have no 'associations which will in any'way conflict with I have now that'we are ,at' war. with Germany. I helieve ' . 
that hign calling." .' it to be of the devil. But men who. repudiate German . 

Look . then at the' character 0/ a minister's preachirtg. leadership ,in other things, sUll. glory in 'her religious 
Nowadays there ar~ many who gemand, a ministry of principles, and! 'Modern'ism is as rampant tQday as ever. 

, comfort an!i ,conSOIlation. And that 'indeed is a blessed i would remind you also that this ,is a da,'y of "itching 
minist~ when -it ,may legitimately be 'exercised. B,iit earll". The' ,majority do npt' want instruction 'from the 
morphine is a poor ,substitute for an operation, when an- ,pulpit. They do not want, and will'nolt attend a teaching 
operati~n is ,needed'; and our sinful ,human natures c!o mini'stry. -They demand that the minister sha)l be an' 
not admi't of an unceasing invariable ,ministry of entertainer. He must ,be as 'interesting and as enter
comfort. , ', taining as a, moving picture. He must not serve full~ 

There must·'be repro!!/. The New', Testamen~ assumes . course , dinners; bult ibe content to stand behind the 
that the '(dd man in us need'8 cimstant reproof. The counter of, some kind 'of a religious "snack bar". 'He 
Scriptures are pr!lfitable for this. Ahy faithfu~ min- must 'scratch· people"s ears, not inform- them; he must 

. ister will exercise a, reproV'i~g min'istry. give -them sensation rather than sense.' In the United 
Then too, the minis'ter must sometimes spealk words 0/ StI~'tes, and ,it is 'rapidly ,becoming true of Canada, many 

rebuke. It is a poor ministrY which does not make, the of 'the churches are all bUit empty, and that 'fos especl8!lly " 
best of men at times uncomfortable. 'Lik~, Nathan, the so of the services of Sunday evening. 
true prophet'must' be very d~rect, and 'must not hesitate " Then it is to be O'bservedthat teachers are mUltiplied 
to S8:Y, _"Tho!! art,the man." , whO meet the people8'. desires. HoW can ministers with-, . ..' 

.-
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st{tnd "the pressure? How can they do other.wise? Only 
as they are sustained by Divine power can they continue 
faithfuBy to preach the' word. But such preachers as 
cater to "it~hing ears" are produced by the ,popu~ar de
mand. S,o it is said, "They shall heap to· themselves 
te~chers having itching ears." We admit 'that the min
istry is often very faulty, but all' the Iblame d~s not 
resi uPon the pulpit. Men who are' not strong have 
bowed to !the - poPullar dema,nd, and the pulpit supplies 
wha't the pew requests: " 

Now tJiis inevitably follo~s upon such ~ ministry-
. They shall turn away from truth to fables. The voice of 
Reve.lationshaH he rejected for' the word of human 
imagination. And thus men spin their fancies about 
spiritual and eternal things, and their hearers cease to 
ask. for' a "thus saith the Lord." So it comes to. pass' 
that fa!bles are more popular than fact, and fancies more 
,to be desired than faith. . 

IV. 
We nlaY no.\\, observe THE MINISTER'S DUTY IN THESE 

cmcuMsTANCES .• How many have said to me, "You must 
. recognize that times have changed, that men are thinking 
differently,' and' we must meet them on their own 
ground." Thus we are invi~ed to try our, wi~ agaiuSt 
the, wiots of the Devil. What is. the apostOlic answer to 
this?' Are true ministers ,of ChTist to cater lto itching 

'ears? Are they to stoop to the tactics and the standards 
of HollyWood in order to get people Ito . hear the word 

, 'of God? What is it that Paul here says? His answer/ 
is this : "Watch thou in alI things." Preachers must 
always be watchful. They must be careful obServers of 
all the signS of the times: They must :!rnow how to meet 
the tides of thought 'that are current. How it confirms 
my faith in this Book when I find things coming to pass 
exactly as Ithe Bible predicts!' No, we are not to shut 
our eyes, nor are we Joclo1le our ears to these matters, 
but we are to watch, and in the watchini we shall find 
conrirma'tion of our faith. 

But we are not to hesitate to pay. the full price which 
fidelity to the Word of God requires. We are to "endure 
afflictions," and I am sure that those who will be faith
ful to their1trust wiH find that there are many afftlictions 
to endure. I ask of my bTother ministers, "Will you do 
it} Will you stand by the Gospel? WiU you stand by 
all who preach it?" and I appeal to those who are in the 
pew. "Are you also willing'to endure afflictions for the' 
Gospel's sake? Are you willing to suffer obloquy which 
falls upon those who stiU maintain ,their walk. with God, 
and contend earnestly for the faith once for all delivered 

, to the saints." In other words, J ask of all my lay friends, 
:'Will you stand by the Gospel and all who dare to 
preach it?" 

. Furthermore, the preacher is exhorted to "do the work 
of an evangelist .. " We are to put the Gospel to the proof. 
,~ believe 'nathing will confirm the faith of falteril!g 
believeTs Hkeseeing the Gospel in action by observing 
that it is sti~l "the power 'of God unto s·alvation, to all 
who believe." Nothing promotes revival like stories of 
revivals. I fall back on the memory of what I have seen 
of the 'mighty power of God, and I have resolved that I 
wiH t'O the end of the chapter endeavour to care more 
for "br<fl<en and -contrite hearts" than for "'itching ears." 

Thus we are to exercise our ministry to the full, no 
matter what others do. The pulpit" must not follow the 
fas~ions of the day. The pulpit must he independent 

, I 

\ 

of al'l the tides thalt flow, and -must be answerable to 
God alone. If yOu have been recjeemed by the' precious 
blood, and regenerated by the Holy Spirit; if yoil 'love 
the word of ,God and are' not ashamed of the Gospel, but 
glory in ,the 'Cross of . Christ, and look for that ,Jjlessed 
hope and! the glorious appearing of our Lordi Jesus, I 
beseech you to· give me. your unceasing prayers and 

. hearty suppolit in all things,' as I pledge the same to you, 
that together we may give Christ in a'll things the pre
eminen~e. 

AUSTRALIAN PARTY IN JAR~IS STREET 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, JULY 15 AND 16 

AMONG Christian leadeTs? with whom the Editor and, 
Dr. 'Carl McIntire had fellowship while on their 

Australian tour are 'a party who are now visiting thisl 
continent en route to the International Christian Council 
in Gimeva. These friends will be ilj. Jarvis Street for 
two days:'Saturooy July 15, at eight o'clock,' and, for' 
the two services .on the day fo'llowing, Sunday at eleven 
'and seven o'clock. 

, Dr,' Schwarz holdlsdegrees in Arts, -Science and Medi
cine from Australian Universities and is a prominent 
physician in the 'great city of ISydney.' He is also an 
outstan'rling preacher ,who is not tied to notes and give's 
an enthusiastic.straI-ght-from-the-shoul'4er message. His 
enthusiasm is contagious, and to sit ,under his ministry 

-DR, F. C. SCHWARZ 

and listen to his bril'liant speaking-carried along. by his 
obvious sincerity coupled with a keen sense of hum04r 
is an experience that few would care to miss. 

,The Austr.alian party is made uP. of Dr. Schwarz, his' 
wife Mrs., F. c. 'Scruwarz, and Mrs: Clarice Inglis, Syd
ney's outstanding gospel singer. Mrs. Inglis has a wide 
'popularity fn Australia as a gospel singer. Her radio 
and recording work is well known. 

Dr. Schwarz is an outstanding Baptist layman. He 
is the Vice-Chairman of the Department of Evangelism 
Q.f the Baptist Union and a recognized Australian au
thority on communism. He has lectured on the subject" 
of communismat Universities Queensland, Sydney, Mel-

, bourne at;ld Adelaide and at More Theological College. 
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QJ~t·. Ja~ni11 &tfttt. ,ulptt 
"Him. That Cometh To Me, 'I 'Will- I.n No 'Wi'se 

. Cast Out" . 
. A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday EveIllin,g, 'July 2nd, 1950 
(Ele~cally Recorded) 

~.. ~ 

"All th'at the Father givErth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to 'me' 
I will in no wise cast out.' ~ohn 6:37.. . 

T~IS text is part of a diScourse' of our Lord, delivered people. This word uttered in the midst of it was of 
at a time when He was perhaps at the zenith of His course for the multitude, and I think, perhaps, for the 

popularity. Wherever He went He was followed by encouragement of His own spirit; Even before they 
great multitudes of people, and even when He soy.ght began' to move He saw them departing, offended by: His 
retirement they followed Him, but wJten· He saw the vast spiritual measage, and! so He sai'aJ·" AU that the Father 
company He was moved with compassion, -because he ~iveth me &ball come to me; and him that cometh to me 
knew they were ·hungry. I will in no wise cast out." . 
. And then followed! the miracle of the feedjng of th'e . I want to turn over those words with you this evening 

thousands .with five loaves and tw.o fishes. At the con- for a little while, and 'as I db so I pray, and I hope you 
.clusion of that episode the disciples entered into a ship 'lim pr81', that the Spirit of truth by Whom such word's 
and cro'ssed thel sea of Ga1'i1ee toward Capernaum,' and are inspired will open our und.erstandling, that we may 
their departure was ~bserved.-by not a few of the great undieratand and appreciate even some of the deep t,Wngs 
company there gathered: but Jesus "departed again intO of God. 
a mountain Himself alone." During the night a great L . 
storm arose, ·and Jesus came to His disciples walking on We <begiIll 'With thiS-THAT OUR'LORD DID NOT COME TO' 
the water, and said to them, "It is I, be not afraid." They EARTH WITH A TENTATIVE PROGRAM. He knew from the 
received Him into the ship, and! immedliately the ship beginning what was before Him, and what His achieve
was at the land! whither they went. But the multitudes menta must be !B.order that prophecy: should be fulfilled. 
had gone around the lake, and they were awaiting Him, There waa nothing haphazard 'about 'the path of His 
and many of them could not understand by what means progre.ss; everything was divinely planned, and He 
·He had come" for they had obserVed! that when the d:is- knew what ~e would! do. How the Modernists labour a 
ciples left in their boat or ship Jesus'Ciid' not depart with . few passages, as for example when Jesus asked certain 
them, but now when they arrived He was with them. _ ciuestions~ as though He asked for His own information. 
They knew nothing of this secondl. miracle of His- walk- He asked! questions as any good ·teacher will ask ques
ing on the sea, coming to them in the midJst of the storm. tions of his pupils, just to··see how much they knew, but 
But they were there seeking Him. it is said that .Jesus !knew from the beginning what He 
. The reason He withdrew from the mul'titude was that . wou·1d! do; He did not need instruction from men, and 

He per:ceived that they wou1d come and take 'Him -by He'IlIeeded no one to teU Him what IRe should! do. He 
force and make Him a King. They wanted obviously 'came with Divine certitude, knowing 'His program, and 
to have upon the throne o.ne who could, multiply loaves assured from al1 eternity of its complete ·success. 
and fishes and feed the multitu.d~ miraculotIs'ly. . ,But The fii-at part of my text say:s that He cam.e lor the 
when He saw them on the 'other side He said, "Ye seek Bake 01 8a'f1ing t.WUl po88e8sing tho8e whom the Father 
me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye d~d had, given Him. He was not 'as a commander of an army 
eat of the loaves, and were filled." . . of an inadequate force, insufficient to accomplish ·the 
. Now you heard in the portion of this chapter. that was objective toward! which: His prowe88 ~as directed!; He 
read this evening, that Jesus 'knew from the -beginning knew that where conquest was necess8,pr' lie would be 
wli,~ they were th'at 'believed' in Him, and also who should the Conqueror; IHe had fully counted the cost, andi He 
betray Him. If you read! this chapter, ~e s'ixth of John, kIi.ew that failure was:impossible. He came to this .re-. 
you will find that it contains one of His! profoundest 'bel'1ious planet in arms a~inst 'the King of, Kings; 'He 
discourses, when He admonished ·the multitUdes to ''1abour came, knowing that men were in rebellion, but He came 
not for the meat 'which perisheth, but for ·that meat to subdue it to His will, andl to _conquer it for God, for 
w.hich ehdureth unto everlasting life:" and then" proceeded this planet will not be' allowed to go forever astray: God 
to expound to them the spiritual character of His mis-' will not be elbowed out of -His universe: His plans .and 
sion, and went 80 far -as to say, "Except ye eat the flesh programs are not to ·-be dictated by the caprice of 'men: 
of the Son of man, and dlrink his blood, ye h'ave no life He doeth aa He. will among the armies of Heaven, and 
in you." Jesus knew that that. mess'age would, not be among the inhabitants of the earth, and none can stay 
received!; He lmew that it would offend not a few arid His hand, or ·say unto Him,"What dJoest Thou ?" 'He 
that the multitude would leave Him. Still He' did not came that He'might redeem those whom the Father had 
change the tenor of His message in order to 'please the ~iv:en ·Him. To a rebe~io1is world, I 'have said, H~ c~ei 

'. \ 
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He came to find the diamonds deeply embedded: in the 
mire of unrighteousness; He came, even as lie said' in 
one of His parables, having with His omnivi«ient gaze, 
perceived. the pea·rl of gre-at price, He sold all that He 
had that 'He might buy the field: Where the pearl was. Our 
Lord Jesus invested (if I may so say) .His whole capital, 
that He might come into possession of those jewels which 

, were the Father's gift to His Son. "AU that the Father 
giveth ... " '" 

I think there is great encouragement in this truth to 
th4e believer. I do' not understand it, and therefore I 
have little hope of ma~ing yo,l1 unders'tam! it, but I do 
know that, for reasons of His own, God set HiS' heart 
upon me. I do not know why 'He should! have done so, 
but He did, I am sure of. that, and He gave me, long 

. before ·1 knew it, as a gift to His Son. Andl if you are 
a Christian it is because God 'had set His hear.t on you, 
differentiated between you and others, d~stinguished you 
from others, and. by H~s 'Sovereign wisd/om He had given 
you to 'His Son. Again I say, long before you knew it. 
That is a great word spoken to the apol\'t1e Paul in Cor
inth. By the way, I was in Corinth not 'so very,.long ago, 
and "I didn''i; w,ant to stay' there. I wanrtedJ to get' out as 
soon as I possi,bly could. But it was of 'Corinth the Lord 
said to Paul, ., ... no man shaH set on thee to hurt thee, 
fqr I have much people in tp,is city/' The people did not 
know they .b~longed to God;. the apostle doid not know 
who they were, but he preached the Gospel. Our Lord, 
on the contrary, did know who they were; He knew who 
they were who SlhouldJ believe. He said, in the tenth 
chapter of John, "I am the good shepherd, and know my 
sheep, and ·am known of mine." He knows them by 
number, and if one 81l}aU stray He 'knows that one is 
lacking. I remeIDIber staying at a farm house many years 
ago, a :beautiful spot ,in the country, and I got up very 
early in the morning. . I tWas downstairs before the 
fanner, so you may know it was early, and I went out 
on. the verandlah, and there was.a fine old collie dog who 
had "slept in". When the farmer came out' he said., 
"What,' Rover, you here yet?" and seemingly, apologeti
cally, RovSlr madle for th~ woods. I heard him barking 
in the d1istance, and! after a whUe I saw the cows emerge 
into an open space. .Rover went round about them, and 
seemed actually to 'count them. Anyway, he noted that 
one tWas missing, so back ,into the woods 'he went, and I 
listened to his 'barking, and by and 'by -the lost. one of the 
heard came out from the forest and! joined with the 

, others to go io the yard for the mHking. Ah, our God 
has a good many shepherd dogs th'at he uses to bring in 
His sheep, like the sainted man, Father Boone, who years 

. ago was a missionary to the sa'ilors of the WeI1'and! Canal. 
One day when he 'boarded one of the ships as it was 
passing thro.figh tl,le Canal a rough 'sailor said to him, 
'~G~t· away, you oJdodog! We walllt nothing to do witli 
you." "ThanJc you sir," said Father 'Boone, "for the 
compliment. / That is exactly what I am. I am one of 
the 'Good Shepherd's old d/ogs and I am out after His lost 
sheep, and! you are one of them." 'Well, He boas many 
dogs; I 'am one of them myself, and we are ·s·ent out'a'fter 
the lost sheep, but the shepherd knows aU 'about it in 
ad'Vance, anoq I am glad. He' does;' He knows' how many 
cOnstitute His flock and He will not lose one of them, 
He has soverei'gDly determined upon' that, so these sheep 
that are the Father's gift to HimcHe win, in His own 
time and way, bring' .home safely to the foM:' I s'ay it is 
encouraging to those of us who are Christian's ·to reflec1 
that we are 'Christians because of :this great truth, that 

God was in the beginning, not in the provision of salva
tion only, 'but in the app'lication of it. The Good Shep
herd knoweth them that are His, even 'before they have 
acknowledged Him. . 

Now the gifts which ·the Father has given are of 'all 
sorts and sizes and 'Come from all countries. - When, in,\ 
the' tenth chapter of John, He 'Was obviously speaking 
to the Jews, He said, "~er sheep I have, which are not 
of this fold; them'a'lso I must -bring, and they shall hear 
my voice, and there shaH be one fold, and! one shepherd." 

. Those other 'sheep were ourselves; we were included!. , His 
thought went out to the Gentile world, to whom, in due 
time, Go!fi granted: repentance un'to life. 

I 'am very fond 'of that ~ld theological pp,rase, "The 
plan of salvation." I know' that in nature everywhere 
there are evidences 'Of desIgn. In the materi'al world!, 
where we mark the handiwork of God, there is nothing 
li'aphazard; atT' is wrought out after a skilfully devised 
plan, and the plan is Perfect in all·-.that God does. And 
it would be strange if, in the realm .of grace, He were 
not to anticipa:te 'aIT the requirements of the case, and 
make ample provision for the execution of His diesigns. 
This, dear friendis, He has (,lone, and if today, we are 
something J.j!ke the Master was when He knew He was 
facing a .congreg·ation who would very soon leave Him, 
and it would: be reduced in a matter of hours from a vast 
multitude to a dozen, and one of the dozen even being a 
devil; we must &tin stand our ground and! be faithful 'to 
~ui trust. He knew aU about it, but He was not discour
aged!; He knew that, in the end of the day, victory would 
crown His banner; He would achieve that which He' had . 
come ·to effect, and no one could bar the execution of 
His plan. 

As for. you who are not Christia'M, whoat'shall I say to 
you of a text like this? "AU that the Father giveth me. 
shall come to me." Do you say that you rather resent 
the idea? You look a'bout you and! you say, "I am not a 
Christian, but 'I see no reason why I should be omitted, 
and others 'be' includ-ed·, If I am no better th~n some I 
see, certainly I think I' can say without immodiesty, I 
am no worse. I do no·t see why an invitation shouldn't 
be ex'tendled to' me. Why didri't the Father choose me; 
why dddin't He, give me to the 'Son?" Is that the kind 
of question you are as'king? Are you a1ready feeling 
some interest in this matter? Do yOU' wish that you 
might have -been included! in the prov·isions of grace, and 
that you ,might have been numbered among th'Ose who 
were, given to the 'Son? But who ever .said that you were 
not ·given to the Son? Who told you that you are not 
one of the Father's gifts to the .son? Perqaps you will 
reply, "Dare I hope that I am?" . I think you may hav;e 
strong hope that you are, if i'ndeed you are 'alreacb' in
terested in such matters; if you find forming in your 
hear.t a desire ·that;! you might be among. the elect com
pany; if you feel that you wou1d! like to 'have a part by 
and -by in the song of the redeemed, and j~in in that 
Hallelujah Chorus su·ng by the multitude that no man 
can number. "'But," you say, "I do not know why God 
should! choose me at all, but I h'ave been wondering as 
you were spea1cing, however, why I was left out, because, 
though I ,am not very good, I am. no worse than some
body else." Quite so,' but my dear friends, no one of us 

I was ever cho'sen for' what we are, .but for what grace 
could: make of us. You know the sculptor sees the fin
ished image in the 'block of marlble; the lapidary sees the 
flashing· diamond in the rough' stone which he 'putA upon 
his wheel; the 'builder, in ,the mass of material gathered 
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abo'll t the lot, sees the finished structure already pre- . sa1vation i. if that is why I felt myself to, he asin~~r a.nd 
pared in his blu'eprints, and he looks ahead, and he says, repented'; if that is why at last· I ca~e trem;blingly to 
"It wiH' come ,to pass. We shal1 build the house; we sh'al}', the feet of Christ and put my trust in Him, I 'have a 
po1is'h the diamond, 'we shall carve the image." And salvation that is IDetter than I knew, and! surer than I 
so, my dear friends, our Lord Jesus looks u,pon you, P!lor ' dreamed, ,because itJs as steadfast and' immovilble as the 

. sinner as you ai-e, 'as we al1 are hy nature, and.He sees throne 'of the Eternal." "All 'that the Father giveth 
that in you, (if indeed there }s an interest in your ;heart,' me . . ." ,I pray that some may dliscover this evening 
it is there ,because He ,has put it there), already the that they are the Father's gift to the ISon. 
goings of GOd upon your spirit_has implanted within you ' ...' '"" " 
'some desire toward: 'God. ' , , II. 

"Oh,,,.',but you say, '''that would 'be go 00: news. Sir, I 
know I camiot : save myself; "I have tried it a good many "~ll that the Father g,iveth me," our Lord says, "Shall 

,times; lbut'if what'you say is true, that I may:be one of co!ne to me." HE ANNOUNCES HIS' SOVEREIGN."PURPOSE' TO, 
the Father's 'gifts to the 'Son, then lie must be interested POSSESS THAT WHICH IS ALREADY POTENTIALLY HIS OWN. 
in me." Oh, yes, He "is, as I I shall try to 'tel'} you. But· "Ask of' me and I, shall give thee the heathen for thine 
that ,is tile main: thing-that if, at 'any time you become inheritance, and the uttellmost parts of the earth for thy 
a 'Christian; it will not be because you' have sought God, possession.'" The ,Lord'illis a vast estate, purchased with 
but because He has sought you. ';The Son ~f man is c6me His ~wn hlood, and He w.ill enter upon His inheritanc~. 
to seek and to save that which was, lost.~' It was -for "For the Lord's portion is his people,"'~andi He will claim 
that He came into the world" to find the gifts of His everyone of His -Father's gifts, 'ando none ·of them shall 
Father's love to Him;, ana by, -Sovereign Grace to con- fail of the grip of IHis' saving 'haJ),d, or' by' any' means. 
strain them to come' to Him, so they shou1d ,become His ,whatsoever, in the end, of the day, be iost. "They shal'l 
prized possessiop. for all eternity.' come to me." I sp'o'ICe to you a' few weeks li'gO, poorly I 

.. I have 'a few things which have' changed: a Iittle si~ce ,know, ,but sWI I. called your attention to a great text: 
I first. possessed them, by the touch of time, ibut I "He shall} see of the travail of His soul, and sh'all be sat-

- wouldn't part with them ,for anything, ,because t;hey ~ere isfied." "He 'poured: out 'His soul unto death ... ", and 
gifts to me. I have' 'some boo~s on my shelves which aie because of tllat, the Lord wiH give. Him, 'and see that He 
well worn now: Some of :them "'I have had to have re- possesses C'Ompletely that and those for whom He :dded. ' 
bound'., But you cou1dn't get them from me, no matter Now how (mea, He do it J 'The Gospel- is the means 
how much money you offered me, because they were my· which He employs. 'The Word of 'God, in a word, and 
father's gift when I first went' out to ,preacb. :1 value that is what Jesus preacped. :He gave them the word 
'them ~bove anything that I have ever been able to possess 'of, God!, 'and 'He summarized His 'ministry ,in that 1ast 
sin(lEl. But 'if, in addiition, to the value that .inheres in High-Priestly prayer ,by sayipg, "~I have 'given unto them 
a certain possession 'because, of your esteem fOr the 'the words which thoU: gavest me." He 1eft them no 
giver, there is in t:tJ.e gift an intrinsic, inherent value money; He did not make 'them rich in the things of this 
'that does not diminish or .. d!eterioi>ate:in any 'way hy the world!;-'but He did give them 'God'~ word. And so he was 
pa,ssage of -time; you 'V'alu~ it for the 'gIver's sake and, "The Word .... madlE! fl~s'h, and dweit among us," that 
for the value of the gift. ' men might "(b.eholdi) His glory", speaks in my text the 
, Now," my qear friends, the Lord Jesus values everyone very word! of God, for He 'is God', and-besidie Him there 
of us because the, Father thought, enough of us to give is none ,else. And that ·is the word, that is the means 
us to Him, and ,because of 'the 'potentialities which re~de which He is p1easep;. sovereignly to employ, to achieve' His 

. in huma;n nature, faUen and corrupt as it.is~ potEmtiali- purpose. For ourselves, we propose to abide by the 
ties which could never be realized apart fro'm the Sov- ,ordained means of salvation. We' bel,ieve that salvation 
erelgn operati:<>n of Divine grace; because of' that, 'I ,say, ,is provided in Christ.' WEl are sure 'of that.' He is "the 
we become, not only relatively, ~~ reason of ~ur' rel~tiOn Lamb slain from the foundation. of the world,." But :as, 
to the Father, but 'inheren.tly vall\lab1e, intrinsically so;' surely as His people are His own' e'lect, He fore-ordained, 
we are His jewels; He has said, "They shall 'be 'mine, saith the means b'y which they should be brought into vital" 
the Lord'of hosts, in that,dJay when I make up my jew- into living relations'hip to Himself, and that is, thr'()ugh 
als." I, believe strongly that, that great truth IS really; the word of God. ' ' , " ' 
the foundation of faith. ' I· could not trust a God! 'Who , Anyone is very foolish to set aside the instrument 
~as subject to any limita'tio'n whatsoever; I' CoUld not which God! has ordained to use. I cannot find where He 

, trust absolutely anything but lnfinity, could I? ,Because , uses anything else .. ;Even in combat, even in fierce battle, 
just at the point where' I migh't req1,li~e succor that limi- even the atomic bomb is not equal to the 'Sword of,the 
tation of ability might disc10se itself, and' my faith wou'ld Spirjt" which is the word of 'God., In the hand of the 

, be, in- vain. . But 1'0 trust" a 'God whose -power' 'knows no Spirit the word of GOd wielded by God the Almighty
limitation; 'w,ho has no enemy which He' cannot subdue'; there is no power in earth or 'in 'hell that can stand 
Whos~ throne is esta!blished in, the Heavens; and, Whose against it. , "Tbey shall come' to ,me." "I wil'l see to if.'~, 
kingdom ruleth over all, to trust Him is to be sure 'for' Thllre ,is a Divine eloquence which is irresistible. I heard, 
time and for eternity, not Ibecause of your faith being so -the great Dr. Russell Conwel'i once dlifferentiate 'betwee~ 
strong, but because' the Object' of your faith inspires elocution and oratory~ He said; "If you 'call 'a dog 'and,'he 
within you a faith that cannot waver, the more intimately comes; that is oratory; if he goes, that ''''is elocution." 
you kn"Ow H;im, and the more surely you are, persuade(f Now our ~'rd h1ts 'a way of cal1ing 'His sheep-"Iie calI
of the infinitude',c:.>f His Sovereign grace, eth (them)' by nam~ ... " and when IRe calls, they'coine. 

"~1I that the Father giVeth me ... " There ought to 'rhey wi}} pot CQme at my call. I could call forever, and 
be in'the heart,of every- believer'a oHaHeluj'lih. We'ought "they would make no res.ponse. You cannot 'explain' that, 
to ~e 'ab.Ie,~to "say,,,"Wel,i, if, that i,s the explanati-on,of my and I cannot explain it" but. you can und'erst~nd it. There 
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isn't a Christian here who does not know that the voice of 
God came directly to his awa~ened spirit at some time, 
'aI\d you said; "That is not the voice of man; tJtat is an
other Voice." 

When the company of mourners came to' the rocky 
sepulchre in which' the bodly of the, dead Lazarus was 
interred; inclu!iing the weeping sisters, ~artha and 
,Mary, these curious spectators said, "Could n~t this man, 
which openedi the eyes of the blindi, ~ave caused that even 
'this man should not have died?" They had a feeling that 
Jesus could have forbidd-en the progress of the disease 
had He come, in time, and could have forbidden the en
trance of death into that home in Bethany, ~ut that :was 
as far as their l'magination, for it was:t;l't faith, cou1d 
reach. He might ,have prevented death, 'but now that 
death has ensued, of what value t ' And you remember th'e 
sisters must have ,been there often, for when Mary re"-, .. 
sponded to the Saviour's ca11, those who «;tid,n't kn~w that 
she,was called of Him said "'She goeth unto'the grave to 
weep there." I suppose :because she had! been there in 

.these intervening days so many times before, and now 
she was 'going again. She' and Martha went with their 
tears, and He said "Where have ye laid Him?" They 
showed Him the sepulchre, and He said, "Take ye away. 
the stone." The sister said, "No, no, Lord, it ,'is ,too 1ate, 

, too late." He had be~n dead four ,daysah:eady. ,In India I 
'saw tl\em cremating dead bo4ies. In the Paz:see cemetery 
they, put them intO a huge pit for the vultures to pick 
their bones clean. There was 'a, cloud of them hovering 

.. . a'bOut that great grave. The bodlies' were brought in, 
, and very soon th~re was nothing ,but clean bones remain

ing. They carried them out in another place to" the 
funeral pyre to,;burn them, In that hot country they are 
allowed, I b~meve,- two 'liours in which to dlispose of, the 
body after dea.th. So these sis:ters were filled with appre

.hensive horror 'at the very thought of opening'the grave 
, upon their d'ead 'brother. I hesitate to quote the word's

. the stench of death was there. NofJw!ithstanding, it was 
opened, Oh, 'how I have reveII~ in the prayer that was 

.. offered at 'the mouth, of that sei>ulehre. Jesus Lifted: up 
His eyes to heaven - it is never said in ,the record ,that 
Jesus ami'led. It is said on this oCcasion tllat :He wept. 

, But 1 think when He offered ,that prayer the tears were 
dry, and I f~cy that as He lifted up His eyes to Heaven 
something of, the glory of that upper world mu&t have 
touched His countenance, when He said, "Father, I,!hank 
thee that thou hast heard me, and I know, that tho'ti hear
est me always, but because of the peOple which stand by 
I said it, bha:t they may ibelieve that thou hast sent me." 
And 1 suppose they s~id, ''''YVhat wiLl He do next?", They 
said it 'in their hearts never dreaming what He would do. 
He dlid nothing, but' He said something. ,With a loud 
vo'ice He cried, "Lazarus, 'come forth." , Mary would have 

_ said that if she could; M~rtha, would have said that if 
she' could; neighbours would gladl1y have said it ,had it 
been of any use but there Was on1y one VO'ice: ~ICome 
forth!" and he that was dead: heard that voice, and', he 
came forth shuffling, 'bound: hand. and foot with grave 

{clothes, Jesus 'said, "Loose him and! let him go." .' That 
is the Goepel. "The, word of 'God ijs quick and power-
ful .. , " living, - it "is life, it imparts Hfe. When God 
th'e Spirit says to the dead sinner "Come forth," come 
forth he must. "Let the potsherd! strive with the pot
sherds of the earth. , . Woe unto him'that striveth With 
his Maker." 

Many years ago, when I went to a certa'in church, a 

, . 

woman came to me ,and said, "Pastor, 'I wish you would 
join me in praying for my husband." I said, "I will , 
gladly do &0." 'She said, "For yel4"s he kept one of lhe 
hotels in the village; he is retired now, but J tela you that 
to let you know what sort of a man.:he lis; a 'good man in 
many ways - he goes to church, and he calls himself a > 
Presbyterian, and he goes to the ,Presbyterian church, 
and I have definite'ly promised' the Lord th'at if He would 
save him I would go with him to his church." 

I.said, "Why dOn't you go with him anyWay?" 
"WeIl,'~ she said, "I am 'a Baptist, and I- have convic

tions in respect to ;baptism." 
"BoIt," I said, "if the Lord should reward you by 

answering your prayer and! saving ·your hysband and 
giving you the greatest gift that He 'possibly could:, you 
wQuld forthwith show your gratitude ;by surrendering, 
your pr,inciples and going to that in which you do not , 
beHeve." , 

'She sai,d, "I never thouht of that, but,he would! never 
Come'into a Baptist IChurch." I saidi, "How do you know? 
It isn't half such a: miracle to ma'ICe, a Baptist of him as 
to 'make a Chr~stian.of him. ·You had better not strike Ii ' 
bargainrw'ith the Lord, you had better jU&t ask Him to 
save "hilll, and I 'will join you as you request." 

It'was one'of those cases I couldI\'t forget, and.as often 
as I bowed my' knee I prayed for that manl-again ahd 
again and! again. ,At ;that time' 1 had neyer even seen . 
him; I did not know him at' all. 'This woman came to 

,church in the morning, and went with her husband 
in the evening. After some good w.'lii'le she. came in, 
with a man with her.; whom ,I assumed! was her husband, 
and so it 'was. Then he eame occasionally, and! after a 
while quite regularly. 1 h'ad a Bible cLass every Friday 
evening, and,l learned that in the summer. time he Us
tened at the, door, but didn't come ,inside: 'Often the' 
door was sl!ightly ajar to let ,in the cooler air,· and he 
would sit out on the steps ,and! listen' to the exposition, 
but he.d'idn't want anY'bod¥ to know that he was turning 
toward his wife's "religion" as he caUed"it. 'So after a 

, while he came -Sundiay mornings, ~d at length he 'became 
one of my regular. adherents; he :was always there,- Sun
day morning and Sunday evening. 1 spoke to you about 
not try'ing to pluck the fruit before it was ripe this m9rn
ing, I felt he wasn't ripe. I said, "Goodi' morning, ~r. 
,So-an&so, Good evening, Mr. So-and-so," and snook hands 
with him. But that was al1. Then one day when. his 
wife was Wway, he wal'ked into Prayer Meeting. I was 
thrilled whe~ I saw 'him. 1 had never invited him. ' I just 
hand'eQ' that difficult customer over to the Lordi. 'I said, 
"This may be a sheep, -but he is a sheep with horns. The' 
Good Shepherd will 'have to deal with him ·dil1!ctly." He 
was noted as one of the most profane men in town. But 
he walked into Prayer M~ting. I made it my business 
to !be at the door as he went 'out .. an,d I offered! him -my 
hand and said, "Why, Mr. So-and,-so, we are happy to see 
you ,here tonight." He said, "The wife is. away and the 
house had! to lbe represented," and away he went, half 
apologetically. ' 

Later on'l was away from home sO,mewhere, 'ap,d I , ' 
preached on the text: "Before that PhiUp -called thee, 
,when .thou wast under t'he fig, tree, 1 saw :thee,;' In the 
caurse of that sermon I remember saying that Philip 
thought he had found Jesus, and! he thought he had round 
Nathaniel, but 'as a, matter of fact- the Lord had found 
him, and he was only the shepherd's crook; the Lord had 
him In hand and he just hooke~' Nathaniel; and said,., 
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"~Come along." He· knew all about it. In the oourse of 
that sermon I said, "That is the way the Lord saves;· I 
preach to you a B-aviour of unlimited, abso'lute Sovereign 
power." . 

After the service the pastor said, "Do you think it wise 
... to preach like that ?'~ I said, '~W ell, I believe it is true." 

"Yes," he said, "I do too, but don't you think it may teach 
people to presume?" I said, "I do not think so. I think 
the Lord knows ~ow to 'Ilook after His own word, so I 
preach it and leave the consequences to Him." 

the cry of the mother sheep, and she follows, then 'Others 
follow, then they\a.ll foll'Ow. That is how the Good! Shep
herd d'Oes sometimes. He takes a 1amb out of the flock, 
anq the older sheep f'Ollow. But in some -way or another, 
always in His own way, He fulfils this ,Scripture, that 
these who are Hi's Father's gifts "shall come to me". 

Everyone of us must 'say, 
!'Why w~s I made to hear. His voice, 

And enter while there's room. 
Wrole thousands make the wretched choice 

And rather starve than come. - . 

.. 'Twas .the same love that spread the feast 
Th"t sweetlY.forced me In, 

Else I had stiU refused to taSte 
A~d perished "in' my sin." . 

T'he next Sunday I was at home and I preached the 
same sermon that I 'had' preached the Sunday before. Not 
knowing what had happened I. simp'ly described this 
man's case. . I learned afterwardis that when I had said 
"You come' here again and again, andi you vow you- wiH 
never come again, !but here you are. Repeatedly you 

_ (have said 'I will never go to hear that man again,' but," . I~I. . 
I sa'id, "you cannot help it, andi here you are. I learned ~ .An~ then H,~ says, ",Him that come.th to me I win in no 
that he wou1d go home (his wife's name was Jenny) from Wise.cast out .. How profound t~e first part?f the -text, 
a; service, walk up and down and: say "That man hit .me . so ~l"gh and deep we can only Just look at "It, and say 
all over;- now Jenny don't you ·ever. ask me .to 'go again. I "It 1S true, but I cannot. get to the 'bojjt;o,~ '?f it at all." 
WOJ.l't go any more. I'm not -going to listen to him." How profoun~,. ye.t how s~mple the ot~~r, Hm~ that com-

But next 'Sunday he WI!S there just the same .. This .~th to m~ I wIll In no WIse cast out. .1ihat IS the way 
particui!1r night when I spoke so strongly he said noth'ing .of salvatIon - .~ome to ~esus. Not ,to the chur~h - oh. 

- when he went ·home. He' had a barn across the street !yes, to the ch~rch as an Instrument, as a means of grace 
where J:1e .kept some horses. He sat silently for a little perhap,s, but no church can 'save !ou. Not at all. Not 
While, and then he told his wife 'he was 'going over to to ordinances - y?u may be baptIzed - we do not sum
the barn. He went over, and up.to the hay .... loft, and! there mon you to the. ~OIng of g?od wo~ks; you rnaY,;d'o all the 
he and; the Wrestler of Jabbok's brook 'hadiit out' to- good works pOSSIble and.st'iIl remaIn unsaved. None but 
gether, for just as He too~ the wrestling out 'Of Jacob- Jesus can do helpless sInn~rs good." , And ~o you must 
He took the wrestling 'Out of that wicked man. The next come to Jesus. To Jesus HImself. Tlh1S mu1tItud~ sought 
Sunday night in an after meeting he got up and gave his J~su~ !because :they saW the miracle, ibut after all t~ey 
experience. He was an un'lettered man, andi I tell you' dIdin ~ know HIm for what He w,as! and they le~t HIm. 
just what-he said. He came up near the front, and You are ,to <;orne to f~sus, Th'at IS the way., I ~n dare 
turned around in the seat, and addressed those who were' . t'O say that It d'Oesn t· so much· matter what motIve leads 
there. He said, "Boys, I- want to tell you that I'm a you.. to come. . 
Christian. For th'irty 'Or forty (I forget the number of Ve~ often have I kno~n .people ,to 'be saved by a verse 
years) I wrestled with God." (That is the way he put it.) of, S;rIPtur~. Co~e to. HIm! . Well, h~w !1re ~ou to get to 
"But," he said, "oil the first Sunday of this year (it was ~Im: H~ 19 here thIS eve?:~ng; He 1~ In HIS wor?; He 
just after New Year) :He was one too many for me, and IS WIth HIS w'Ord. The ·SpIrIt of God IS here, and If yo~ 
He just downed me .. And I want to tell you that when He want to ~ome to JesJls you ~ay co~e. . . ... 

, gets after you you may as well surrender first as last, ',There IS !1 m~stery about It all, but If you really w~t 
becau!!e He wi1l 'get you in- the end." I had' told, him that Him. He w1l1 come to !O~, and ~ou may come to HIm,· 

, night "If you don't come without, Him He wiH send' His and, l-f you come He w1l1 In no ',!Ise cast you ~ut. You 
d'Ogs after you." "All that the' Father giveth me shall d'On t ~n'Ow very" muc~, :that wIll- make .no dIfference. 
come to me." The Gospel "is the power 'Of God unto There IS no matrIculatIon standard for thI,S school; any
salvation to everyone that beTieveth." I am going to body ~ay c?me. Y'OU may 'go fro~ the l,tinder~arten f:o 
abide -by it. the .umver~Ity! on.lY '7?me. That IS .all ... He ;~v.Il'l ad~lt 

"E'er since 'by faith I saw the stream you, ,fIe wIll In no w~se cast you out. But" you may 
Thy flowing wounds supply . say,., I amvery bad, SIr. I am respectable enough to my 

Redeeming love has been my theme, felT'Ows, but I know :bef'Ore 'God I am not what I ought to 
And shall be till I die," be, and it wouldn't be any use for me to come.", But 

And I say to Y'OU who are unconverted, if you are here corrie as you are. No matter who you are, n'O matter 
tonight, He has His own way of bringing you.' . I remem- what .your life, What your name, what nati'Onality, wha~ -
ber right .in this church a man Who had a little boy, a your circumstances, what your record, come, come! 
very little fellow, three or four years of age. He was in 'Spurgeon was once preac'h'ing in ·a. valley in Wales on 
the Sund'ay 'School, but the father did! not come. The that great verse in the end of Revelation, "And! 1et him 
little child died, and! they asked me to conduct the funeral, that heareth' say, 'Come ... " 'Come!, Come! Come! And 
which I d'id. The father was converted, 'and he sai'd "I he ha;d n'oticed 'as he preached, there was a vast as
have been to church l'Ots of times, but when He came ~nd semblage there, that there 'Was an echo in the distant 
took my little one away I said, I will have to follow him." hills, and then at one point of his sermon he paused and 
They say that in the Ealjlt that is just what the shepherds he said, "AU nature' is vocal with the invitation.". Then 
do. When they would 1ead the flock from some eXhausted ' he lifted. up that marvellous voice of his and cried·, 
pasture to an'Other past~re where the grass is lush an~ "Come! Come! ,("ome!" From the distan·t hills the echo 
green, the flock, accustomed to .graze in a ·given place, came back, '''Come! 'Come! 'Come!" It Is 'true that nature 
are unwilling to move. So the shepherd' w.ill go and take is vocal with the invitation, and "him th.at cometh ... 
a 1amb to his arms andi walk away. Very soon you hear (he) will in no wise cast out." It maybe you are past 
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middle life;' it may be you are nearing 'the end of it. 
H doesn't make any difference what age you are. "Him 
that cometh -to me I wiU in no wise cast out." 

And so if you come, what tlhen? If the Angels ask you 
why tell them the King ordered it. You're here, ~ot 
merely by His invitation, but :by His command. 'If you 
were invited to dine with His Majesty, the King 'it would 
be an invitation, but to you, as a Brltish subject, it would 
be a command, which must be obeyed. Every invitation 
in this Book is a command . '.' ,He "commandreth all men 
everywhere to repent." • 

And so I dare, as an ambassador of Jesus Ohrist, in the 
name of my .. Sovereign Lord, if you are not a Christian, 
I command you to come, and dare you to diso!bey the 
King of Kings! " 

'His honour is engaged to save 
'1'he meanest of His slieep; 

All that the heavenly Father gave, 
His hands securely 'keep." 

\ Let us pray: _ 
We thank '1'hee"O Lord, the door is open and Thou ar.t I 

ready to receive us. May someone come tonight. Oh, may 
God, the Holy -Ghost,. constrain someone to come ,toniglbt, 
for Jesus' sake, Amen. 

NORTH BAY CONFERENCE 

A'S RE'PRE:8'ENTATJVE'S from most IChurches in the 
, North and- from 'many oIther 'Churches 'throughout 
our Union constituency met ;in Conference at North Bay 
last week, this Clty wi·th its population of about 19,000 
people wasiriven a deeper consciousness of an active 
evangelical bodly of Baptists working in its midst. 

Probably Ithe tw.o most important features of the Con~ 
ference were, the Recognition of the recently or,ganized 
Nor-th Bay group and the Ord,ination of Mr. Yvon 
Hurtubis.e pastor of Malartic Baptist Church to the Gos. 
pel ministry. The Council of both services was COnlposed 
of 82 delegates from 18 Churches, yjz., Ironbridge, Tim
mins, Kil"kland,-Lake, Malartic. Val d'Or, Churchill, Sud. 
bury, MiJtchell Square, North Bay, Jarv'i's St. Toronto, 
Sau1t Ste. Marie, Dalesville, Brownsburg, Harriston, 
Lavigne, Minnow Lake, Lanark, Ottawa. 

Mr. George Stephens, the 'pastor, along with 'the doc. 
trinal and financial statement, gave a brief history 'of 
the work· at North Bay., He told us something of their 
visipn to establish an evangelical testimony in 'that ,City, 
which is known as "The Gateway of the North" and how 
all aUempts made in previous years 'to start a work had 
failed. The most recent endil'avour, however, first under 
the leaders,hip of Bert Oatley·Wi11is, then later by Mr. 
Stephens has given .such encou-ragemen·t that, a few weeks 
ago they felt it advisable to 'Organize themselves into a 
Regular Baptf·st; Church. Judging by the high quaiHty 
of Ithe members, th'is work gives every promise 'Of be. 
coming permanent. With very keen interest the Co.unci1 
and friends' who assembled listened to the handicaps 
which had! to Ibe endu'red and the trials faced before 
they wel"e able to secure a sati'sfactory place in which 
to meet. ·~nce procuring the Jlewly renC?va'ted Orange 
Haql a little more than a year :ago, which is not only 
on the 'ground floor 'but centrally located, great advance
ments, especially in the Sunday 'School, have been made. 

Acting on !behalf 'Of the Malal"tic Church, the Council 
to consider the'matter of setting apart Mr. Hurtubise 
to the Gospel ministry was called by the Berean- Baptist 
Church, Sudbury. After hearing the three-fold· state· 

J 

ment of the candidate, everyone !Was convinceq, beyond 
aIlI queStion, that thi's man was a definite prod;uct of 
God's d~vine grace. We have heard many testimonies in 
our ti'me but very few ever stirred our hearts so deeply 
as the one we heard from Mr. Hur.tubise last TJmrsday 
afternoon. As he related 'the story of :b,is deliverance 
from the gros's d8l"kness of Romanism into the Gospel 
of Ught and 'from the power of 'Saltan unto God, we douM 
whether there was an unmoistened eye 'in t.he building. 
If Mr. Hurtubise were to do no more ·than go among 
F'1,,'ench 'Canaddan Roman Catl).olics teilling the story of 
'his personal experience with Christ, the results, we be. 
lieve, would be tremendous. ' 

During Ithe Conference, three sessions were held each 
-lay. Reports from the various 'Churches and Home Mis· 
sion fields characterized' the morning meetings. It 
seemed to' us that each one who spoke had news of 
spiritual Messing to relate. One French Canadian lady 
from -Malartic, Quebec, who lately accepted ;Christ as 
Saviour, attended the Conference with Mr. and Mrs. 
,Hurtubise. H'j!r new 10y in Jesus Christ was most mani· 
fest to all who'me't her 'and heard her testimony. Accord-
ing to information we received, arrangements were omade , 
for both her and her husband to 'be baptized la'st Sunday, 
July '2nd. Recen1JIy two Qthers professed ~aitli in Christ 
on that field. These are but samples of what 'the Lord 
is ,doing through: His faithf~l servants in the North 
country. Wi,th 'Dr: Shields as Ithe. special spea'ker of 
the Conference, we were fortunate to procure the spa· 
cious Hig:h School !Auditorium for the afternoon and , . . 
evenmg servIces. . 

'Considering the fact that the Chureh at North Bay 
is yet in iIts infancy, the meetings on the, wholle were 
very well attended. Some people travelled great d~·s· 
tances 'in order !to attend'. In order to 'avail themselves 
of the ministry of Dr. Shields, the ·Brethren of the local 
Assembly canceHed their mid""Week prayer ,meeting. 

The Lord's presence was ,most ma~ifest throughout and 
it was evident that everyone who s·poke ministered the 
Word in the power 'Of the Holy ,Spirit. Confe!ences of - . 
such a character cannot !but: be benefiCial. They not only . 
,give sti'mulus to the _ Lord's people but ins.pire them to 
do exPloits. for ~.~H.C.S. 

THANKS FOR A PRACTICAL GIFT' 
, TO THE SEMINARY 

Some friends left a large pareel at -the office 'recently 
marked "For the Seminary." 'Op !investigation it turned 
out to be a fine assortment of tGwels, dish cloths, and 
oth:er ·kitchen neces'sities of that sort. In t.he name of 
the students who will ply these things next school year 
in the Seminary kitchen, we take pleasure in thanking 
these good friends for their very useful gift. . . 

HEA.R 
The Australian '-Party in J ar:vis Street 

DR. F. C. SCHWARZ, B.A., B.Sc., M.B., B.S. 
Well·known· Physician and' Preacher 

MRS. CLARICE INGLIS 
Gospel 'Singer 

JARVIS STREET CHURCH 
, Saturday, July 15, at 8 p.m. 

" Sunday, July 16, II a.m. and 7 p.m. 
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THE .BLESSING 'OF ClJRIST'S PEOPLE 
A.Serm~n by the Pasto;r, Dr. T. T •. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis ,street Baptist Ohurch; Toronto, 
on a 'Sunday Evening 

(Stenographically Reported) 
"And i-t came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of 

the captivity of Jehqiachin, ~ng of Judah, in-the ,twelfth 
month, on rthe seven and ,twenti'eth day of the monJth, that 
EVIi:l..!merodach!:king of Babylon b) the year that !he began 
to rei~ ~d lift·up the head, of Jehoiachin, ki,ng ~ JudJah 
out of pnson; , , .: ' 

"And he spake kindly to him, and 'set 'his' throne 8lbove 
the Ithrone of rthe !tdngs that were with him in Baby1on; , 

"And changed his. prison g·arments: and he did eat bread 
. continually befofe bini all tile days cjf his Ufe. 

"And ,his. allowance was a con:tinual '·allowance given 
him of the 'king, a daily rate for every day, all'the days of 
'bililife."-..rI Kings 25:27-30. . 
I .' • • 

. 'WHEN the sins of Gotil's people,' Judi8:h, had 'been 
multiiplied andi, the cup of ~h~ir' iniquity was fuM, 

God sent Neb~chadnezzar, king ,o,f Babylon, against them 
to chamise them, ,to 'discipline them, 10 hring them to 
their senses. :I'he prophets of' Judah, Iby divine inspira
tion, warned' ·th~ people of ,God that it would be useless 
for them to resist the onsla:ughts, of the 'king of Babylon. 

'TheY wel1l warned 1lhilt he was. the dJivine instrUment, 
and that there was nothing for them to dn bu,t to submit 
to the diiscipHne ,'which, the LQrd God proposed. So 
JehoiachiIllandi Ji.if!l; people weJ;e carried away! captives 
Into Babylon, 'and! tlle ,king was' cast iIllto prison. For 
thil"f3':",six year8'--'half a lifetime-he wore pri8lOn clothes, 

·lived on prison fare, and . was "subject to all the limita-
tions of a pri8lO'Jll experie~e. .' , 

In the tliirtY""'sev~nth y~ of -bris captivity.' Evil-mero
dach came to the throne o,f BabYllon. He.$!elJebrated! the 
beginning of. his.' reign by granting p!lrdiOn 10 certain 
political prisoners. He lifted up the'head of Jehoiachin; 

, he set ,hiim free from the' prison; he gave him 'recognition 
as a kiIJJg'. set1ling hi-s throne above the th,rones of other 
kings. He took.away his '.prison , garmenlts', and gave nim 

'. new raiment 'appropriate to his new~station. He gran'ted 
him a continual all'owaIllCe from the ,kiIllg's table, a dlaily 
rate for every day, an the dlays of his life. . 

. , 
'comest into. thykingdnm" -the response of the Lordi to 
that petition, "To-day; shalt thou 'be wUh me in para-

" djise", 181 profouilidily significant. I believe there is: scrip.. 
tum} . warrant for dur believing that the Lord led ,'at ' 
that time a multituOte of captives. captive, that' their ' 
situation in the woridi of spirits was affected 'by, His -

. advent ·to it, 'SIO that now beliievers' who die in faith are 
not merely ·'gathered· td 'their fathers": 'th-ey depart "to 
be with Christ whicili is far 'better," ,They enter immedi
'ately into parad,ise. To 'be absent from the bodly is to be 
present wi~h the Lo,rd.. ; . 

You' win recall also that when our Lord 'beg~n His 
puhl'ic ministrY! in :the sy.nagogue at Nazareth, there was 
handled! to Him the 'roll of the Prophet Is'aiah. He 
opened! the ,book;, .'andi "foutid the pliace where.it 'was 
written"-rememb~r ihat,' you Christian people. He dlid' 
not treat the Wo'rd- of ,Godi Uk~ a conjuror's Ibox, opening 
it a:t random; ,or like drawing la-ts,-taking a text out of 
~an aggregation, of. te:icts. .lie' knew the Book, 'and, He 
deFiberately "found the place where it 'was written", .and 
He readi, "'The Spiri'll of. the Lord ~ upon; me, because he 
hath, anointedi me 'to- preach the gospel- to ,the poor; he 
hath sen:t 'me to heal ,the- br()lkenheartedl" to p'reach d'e
liveranice to the captives. and recovering of sight, to the 
Mind, ,to set at liberty them- that are bruised, to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord;" And ere He d'eparted 
He said to His 'diiseiples, "All au~ority is' giveTh unto me 
in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all 
riations,. :baptizing' them in tlie name of'the Fatl),er, and 
of ,th~ So_n, a~d of the HolY 'Ghost." His sovereign 
authority ·is exercise in grace, iii liberating the captive. 

I ,may go farther ,and! say: that .this principle has been 
experienced, in 80-me' measure, by' ali who truly belie'V/6. 
'Is it not true that· we have d'iscoveBedi that our Lord 

, Jesus has ,th'e key ,to the prison-hous'e?, that there i,B 
power in the' gospel. to deliver men from the lbond'!lge of 
sin? to set them free in Christ Jesus1? I's if 'not true 
that. beHeving on Christ enables a Dla;nto open·hiB' heart 
to the reception of a power that is more than human, 
delivering him'· from the bondage from which 'before he 
found! no po,wer to dleliver him? 'Caooot many! ,of. us' say 
froll} our oWlll.-experiElnce'that it is true th-!ltr-

"He brea'ks theilower of cancelled sin, 
He sets ;the prisoner free; . 

His bloo~ can make the ,viJest clean, 
His blood ·avails for me"?, 

Not very! much is 'knowri. about this Babyl'Onian king 
who b'()re the' name of his fathers' god,,' but his gracious 
treatment of Jehoiachin is d'istinctly to his credd.t. I' 
propose 'to tak~, this paSs'age fI'o,m his life's story out of 
its context 'altogether; and merely!, uSe it as 'an" il~uma- . 
tion of wha,t divine grace-does -for 1lhose who 'believe,' And yet how m~ny of the Lord's, ovyn ,people, those 
delivering them from th~ prison, reclbthing them in the ' who have truly ~eheved, 'andi have heen made partakers 
garments of 'salvation, setting them'free; and providillg : of the grace ~f. h~E}, me~ ~nd w~~en who are of the blood . 
fur their sustenance all the days of their lives. ro~al, belongm~ by legI,bmate b~rth to t~e ~ous'ehold:of 

. faIth-how ?nany of them are··l~ke Jeho~ach~n, spend~ng 
I. 

Let me begin with ,this Biimple observatio~, tha,t THE 
ENTHRONEMENT OF JESUS CHRIST ALWAYS'IsSUES IN 
THE LmERATION OF THE CAPTIVE. When this Babylonian 
king ascen~dthe ,throne he immediiately iSS4led orders. 
to, open the pri8lOfi doo.rs. So the enthronement·of.Christ 
always .brings liiberty ·to those 'who have !been in chains. 

I begin by saY'ing ,that 'it was trUe historically, for it 'is 
wz;itten, "When, he ascended', up on' high, 'he led captivity 
c!lptive, and gave gifts' un,to'men." There .are veiled sug
gestions, in the Wordi of God that some great change was 
effected in the Jives of the spiri,ts of the departed when 
'Jesus 'Christ howed His· head' and, gave up the ghost. The 
saying ,of the 'Lordi ,to the thief who prayed; fo'r forgive
ness at His side, saying:: "Lor~, remember'me when thou 

/ . 

much of th,eir time in the pi-'i80n-hou8'6! How many of 
th,e Lord's own people, Ilrinces who ought to live as 
princes, childiren of. God wJ:to ought. to have power in 
their lives to live as the chHdren of God, are enticed iback 
intQ the prison-house, and, as. P~i.tl ,has it, are "entangled 
again wi,th the yoke ofbondlage"! How ·few, 'Compara
tivelY!, of those who are professin1g ChristianS', have 
really experienced the fulfilment of the promise, "Ye 
shall know the truth. ang the tr.uth shall make'You free." 
"If ijle soli therefore shaH make you fr~, ye shaH be 
free indeed." How manY' of the ·Lord~s people are held 
in ch1ains! ' , 

Who of us does not, know something of tha,t unneces
sary ~bondiage ? Who o,f us, ev~n since we believed, in the 
Lord ieSll.,,, ... not:t tip''' feltlth.~there w.s ."])OWe' 
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within us-tha't was not ~ibjeet.to our .wills? that there 
were temptations without which we had no strength oW 
withstand? . How' many 'are bound by the gild!ed: chains, 

· of worldiliness'!' How many ,there are whQo have no pOwer 
to sever them; no power to /break the spell, the peculiar 

, fascination of the world, Of the visible. an-dJ temporal! 
How many Qf us have had to sing,-' . 

"Look! how we. grovel in the dust, 
Fond of these ear1:h1y toys; 

o Our souls can neither fly nor go . 
. To reach immortal joys." - -.-.. . 

Oh, how many need a revival, the adlvent of a Living 
power in their 'own J:ives! Who of usr indeed!, does nat 
need it in 'larger and fuller measure th'an .we have yet 
experienced it? ' . 

I. say, 'there are many.llike Jehoi'achin, princes of the 
blood, childlI'en·o·f"God!, who ought to ibe riding upon their 
high places','who oug1,).t·to be always saying,' "Thanks be 
to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Chrisit", who are, instead; held in various 'kinem of 
borld:age which prevent them fI'9m rendering· the service 
to which theYl have 'been ddvinelYl call1ed. /. 

And! yet, de~. friendls, the enthronement qf Jesus 
Christ in. the indi'l!idual life alWays leads to liberty. 
When Jesus 'Qlrrist i~ upon ·the th,rone He alwayS, lifts 
up the head! of Jehoiachin, and brings him ·out of the 
prison. . I know how terribly 'men are dieceived. I: 'know 

~ow ~y are victims of a: spiritual'deliusion, pow many 
. have YIelded as'sent to·the devil's Jiie that the Lordl'Jesus 

,has co·me "to to~ent us before the time". It is gener
ally assumed that ·to be sU1bject to 'Christ, to aJilow His' 

"will to be sovereign in our ldves, to end!eavour always 
to waIl~ in the. Spirit, ,and, in obedJience to the .principles 
and precepts of His .Holy Word,-it is assumed that· a 

, life o,f that sort ~eans leaving the widJe spaces' and the 
. fields that· are garni8'hed ~th flowers, to be shut up 

in the p~son-house, to l~ve a life that is, cribbedl, cabinedl. 
and! cOnfmed!. We are d:ecl'ared oW be mrro'W and 81hort-

.. 

vi8'ioned.' . I 

· 'How many: 'have had! experience of that when ·they have 
sought to follow the Lamb .. w.hithersoever He goeth, and 
to !be obedient to Him in everything !They are looked;' 
upon as being "narrow-mind!ed", as. fanatics, -as people 
who belong 'to an earlier century, who have had' no· vi8'ion 
of the· lar-ger liberties of these modem daY1S. ..But, my 
brethren, Jesus 'Ch'riSlt i.s come to, set us, every one free. 

True liberty cons'ists in obedience to His laws, in sUb
mis'sdon·to His sovereign wilL As the fish in thes'ea as 
the. hindi in the forest, a81 the bird in the air, each fi~di8 
its liberty in oibed.ieDtCe to the" law of its own' nature, 
choosing to. sport itself in its own natural eliement" so 
the truly regenerate soul finds' its highest and fullest 

· li/berty only in obedlience to the la·w of its new nature 
which is the law of the spirit of life ih,lChrist Jesus which 
sets us free from the liaw of sin and death. . ." 

"If ~e would be' free men, 'and! enjoYl the.·liberty of. 
explormg ·the utmost :reach'as of ·the. kingdQm 'of God, 
we mU8't mak~ JesuslChrist King, .enthrone Him ill our 
own hearts, recognize the supreme authority of the Holy 
qhost w~thin us, and! we shaU. taste of the fruits of that 
li'b~rty in which the apostle, by divine inspiration en-
joins us, to "8'tand faSt". . . ' 

U. 
THIS .KING ,sIGNALIZED THE BEGINNING OF' HIS REIGN 

BY T~E MOST GRACIOUS 'CoMMUNICATIONS WITH ON;E 

WlIO HAD BEEN A PRISONER: he "spake kindJIy" to 
J ehoiachlin. ' 

. That must have been II new e~erience. For thirty
SIX years h~ had been a pl"isoner,' under guard!,· under 
condlemilation. 'No dbubt ,he hadl llieen' su'bjeet to rudle 
treatment~ and to the ro.~ghest and ~st condemnaofnry 
SJpeech. He was l'Ooked upon as a rebel against the king's 
law, as "prisoner entitled ,to nobody's respect. But when 
the king. brough·t h.m out of the prison ... house, from the 
throne he uttered words of kindness and.of grace. 

.. Thus·" dea~ fri~nds, dbes our crucified! Lord relate Him
self to us in gr~e w~en we 'are b~ught out of the prison.;. 
·house. The Blb:le IS the' word of the King and' .there 
i81 very'much in i,t that is severe. There are !many ch'ap-. 
ters ,that are not comfortable reading. It speaks with 
condemna·tion to 'men whose hearts are uncleansed: wh&se 
llfltures are 1im:.egene~a~. To those who. are' in" . the 
'bondage of Satan, led! ca~ve by the d'evil at his win who 
·are by! na:ture children of wrath even as others·, the Bible 
has. no comfort. Rough 'speech only has it for those who 
go 0,0. in itheir iniquities. 14T,he wrath of God! is revealed 
from heaven against aU ungQdlineSIS andi unrighteousness 
of men, who holld the truth in unrighteousness.'" While a 
man goes 'on in his· sin. th~ Bible has noth'ing but ·harsh 
w?rdls for hi~, promisi!l,g him jUdigment, threatening .him 
Wl,th d~struc~Ion. WhIle he loves the prison-house, and 
hugS' -hIS chams, and! refuses to 'accept the invitation to 
wal~ out a free man in oibedJience to the caJ!1 of 'the gospel, .. 
he IS under th'e -law, and whosoever is under the law is 
under the curse of the law. "beca"use ··he hath. not believed 
in the name of the :o'nly, begotten SQ.n of' God.'" . 

But how. many of .us here. can recall that happy day 
that. fixed! our choice on 'Ch.rist our Saviour ·and our 
God,. that 'hapPYl daYl when Jesus washed our sinS' away! 
~hen you opened; yOUl" Bible, after you had made your' 
surrender,· after you had P1,lt the sceptre in Hilt 'hand, 
and! the ~ upon His· 'brow, and!, llj·ke Thomas' 'had 
said,. "My:· Lord! and! my God!'--when~ you opened' your 
Bible'you d!iscovered that i·t was a: new Book, You heard 
it say, ·~Comfor.t ye, "comfo,rt ye my .people, s'aith your 
God. Speak:r.e comfortaJply to J eru8'alem, and' cry unto 
~er, ,that her warfare is .. accompI:ishedl, that her iniquity 
IS pa.rdnnedi; for she hath received' of the Lord's hand 
dIouble for aU 'her sins." . 

!:low graCiously, this Book speaks to us when we 'have I . 

passed! from $iJeath unto life, when we have come out of, 
the . prison.:house! How' fuIl of loving .. kindness and' 
·tender mercy is the 'Word;" of our Godl! I. could quote 
ma~ pas'sages"to you ~his evening: ~OaU upon me ip: the 
day of trouble:. Jj will' dJeliver. thee, ·and thou Bhali 
glo·rifyi me"; "In the world! ye shall have ·tribulation·: 
/but' be of goodl cheer; I have overcome the world"; 
"Peace I leave with you, my peace I give/ unto you: 
not as the w9rld giveth,. give I unto yoU". Let not YOUl 
heart be trou,bled, neither let it be ·afraid." I could 
occupy you uIlltit morning reciting the 'kind, wordls of' the' 
Word! of God ·add'ressea to everyone who comes .to Him ' 
in penitence: "The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
a br!>ken "'and a contrite heart, 0 God, .thou wilt not 
despise." . '. . 

The s'a~e is true of any faithful minilftry of the 
Wor-d. It is no compliment to any preacher when he is 
popular with worldlyChrist-ianos 'or camaIly~mindled men. 
U is ·the busIness of the preacher 'so to expound the word 
of God that '"it win search the heart and conScienCe, and . 
'bri!l'g men to. repep.t of ·their sins. No preacher who 
thus faithfuFIy open,s -the trbth ·of God's Wo~d, II:n~ ~kes 

" . 

. , 
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application of ~ts precepts and principles to men who WITH US. "Them that honour me, I will honour." We 
live on the "lowe~ levels of Ufe and are carnalrlY'-minded, ml:i.Y be persecut~we shall be. But when Jeh'Oiachin 
leadling dioWn to death-no such minis~r can 'be popular . was !brought Gut of prison he ·was looked upon by those 
with men 'who are determined! to go 'on still in their in Ba:bylonno longer as a prisoner, but as a king. "He 
iniquity. But if we do but turn from our sins to God, ..• set his ·throne above the ~throne of the kings that 
repenting of our iniquity, and receiving llIis forgiveness, were wi-th him in B8Iby;lon." 
then,indeed, ought every exposition of Scripture to fill That is the way by which: we attain to· the 'larger life . 
.os with joy and gladness. 'We stoop to conquer. We lose our lives that we may 
\ Have y;ou not found it so? Not only have y;ou come to find them. We' surrender ··to ,Christ that within the 

love the Word! of God! itself, but you have come to delight legitimate sphere of our own will we may become, !by His 
. in ·any message that magnifies 'Christ, and that glories grace and! wisdiom, ourselves -sov.ereign, and no longer 
in H~s dJivine sovereigrity •. The true believer can.not bear captive .. We put Him upon the brid'ge of our ship, not', 
to h~ve the crown taken from 'His brow, 'Or to have the that it may 'go. on the rocks, but in ord~r to be sure i.t 
~eptre snatche~ froll! His lu~.nd!. We have !~arned that will ou·tride the storm. We enthrone Him th·at llIe may 
In the measure In which He IS exalted, we fl:nd our' own - liift us up .. We ·agree with the Ught¢ng that instead! of 
fr~dom, and hear from the throne words of comfort _ blasting us 'by its. power, it may drag our carriages and 
anna of petac~. .L. _"'_ dId' t to th t carry our messages, ·and turn our dal'kness into day;. 
. 0 no mlsun~l'I:IIWl.n·. 0 ~ mean say! a we ." . . .. • . . ' 
shd ever be wholly.· free from sin here. Alas'! Alas! Whe!l el~l?n time comes, certam pohtIclans who hve 
"we that are -in this tabernacle do groan, being 'bur- br ~~Ir pol!itl~s shrew~i1y endeavour to estimate which 
dened .. " The "old man" is 'With us still. 'The motions of SIde IS moM; hkely to succeed! at the polls, 'and they 
the flesh are here. The mind! of the flesh is ~1I active. promp~ become enthusiastic for that particular party, 
But when, by divine grace,' we are enabled to take up in :the ho·pe ·that when '~e election is won they will have 
the same 'attitude "tQwardi sin. that God assumes, when lOme share}Di the spods. What they. ~ from ~ un
we. recogn:ize tha,t every; 'departure from the teaching of worthy ~otive, we may do from the holIest .motIve of 

. the Wo~ of 'Go!I, and! the direction of His Holy Spirit a]]:. we ll!aYi give ouz: live~ to the exal~ation of Jews 
throu~h the Word!, is a sin against Go·d for which 'we . Chris-t, WIth. ·the, confIru;nce ~a~ when He mou·nts. the 
must Immediatelly repent and! sorrow with a deep sorrow th;on.e H~ WIll take us ~th HIm Into the,glorr- -We wi?
-the moment we yieldi our hearl's assent to God's atU- mIt to ·HIS rule, and HIS own mastery of evJ1 throbs In 
tude toward! sin, even~though 's'in be present -with us, our own wil~s. ryve kneel at His ~oo~ol and find.!t a 
the Word! of 'God pr~mlses us' help. throne upon WhIch we are. es-ta'bhshe~ !n honour: Be-

As thus we ydeld,'ourselves to Him, there enters into holdl, ~ stand· 'at the d/oor, and: '~ock: If. !1ny ~n 1).ear, 
us a power which ena:bles, us- to feel 'the throb of . the mr. VOIce, ~nd! open the droor,. I wIl1 come. I,!, to hIm, and 
power of God! in our own wills, so that whereas we were WIll. sup ~Ith ~Im, 'and! h~ WI.th me .. To hIm that over
before captives we are able to say .to the .. glory of His co~th WI]] I grant to ~It ,wzth me m mr· throne, even 
grace, "'1 Can do alq things through Christ which strength- '!is I. also over:;ame, ~d: am set d/own WIth my FatJler 
eneth me." In hIS, throne. ". 

Do you' love .your Bible? Do you love to have it SlPeak 'The way to'~idJing honour is of~n :the waY' o~ dis-
to you?· Are you comforted! by a biblical ministry?If honour fD this life. The way to ~he largest wealth IS ~e 
yoU' love your Bible, 'and: you do not en~oy' the sermon, if way of p'ove~y. ,-!,h~ way to receIve th~ a1;>proV'a"l of HIgh 
you do redly love your Bible:.......-J dro not mean, .if you s'ay Heav~n IS to be wI~hng to. become as the fIlth· and the otf
you love it, but if you do really love it" an.dI· ydeld! your- 8COUrIn~ o! ~e earth. The way ,to tre~d the eart? and 
self daily and hourly to its principIes and precepts, if it ~lI,tha:~ IS ~n I't under our f~t: and! ~·.trlUmph .glOrIou!lly 
is a passion wUh you to know the will of God' and! to 'do In ChrIst, IS' to be as submIs8'lve to ,HIm as a l'lttle ~hI1d. 
it, that you maY' share the freedom offered!' to' all such- . 
if that be your real attitude toward! the wiU of God, and _ IV. 
you do not enjoy. the preacher, it 'is probably the fault. Let me go a little farther, and point out to you that 
of the preacher. His preaeh'ing must be out of harmony WHEN THIS KING OF ,BAByLON EXALTED JEHOIACHIN TO 
with the word and! wi]] of '~dJ But· if you enjoy your THJil THRONE HE CHANGED 'HIS PRIsON GARMENTS. Have 
fUble, you wi]] enjoy; everY 'true exposition of 'Scripture, you ever seen, a gang of convicts at work-all of them 'in 
even though it cuts you in pieces·. You will be glad to convict garib, with their stripes and! their numbers?· Has 
be cut in pieces. You will come~to church, not to be it not cut you to the ,heart to see men made ,in GoIVs 
f~atteredJ and fawned upon, 'but because you want to Know image reduced to such a level ?-cohvicts in chains, with 
some'thing·tnore of ,the wi]] of God, because you' want to no liberty, no free<fum to exercise their o~ wins?' Bli"t 
be a better Chri'slfian, _ a truer dlisciple,a more faith,ful when they come out of prison they· lreav~ their convict 
witness for 'Christ. You will de~e to go "'on with God, gal'b 'behind. And! when Jehoi'ach'in came out of prison 
and anything that wiJIl ass,ist in the higher education the king gave orders that his· garmenits should 'be 
of the soul 'win be welcomed! by you, 'because by d!iv'ine changed, and that now he should ibe appareIled! with 
grace you have 'been brought into h!lrmony' wit1;J. the robes befitting his' exalted station. Af.ter thirtY'-six 
King, and! 'you ~iU find Him 'alwaY'S speaking kindly years wearing prison uniform!- 'Can you imagine what -
to you. Jeh'Oiachin felt like when he exchanged them for ·the 

robes of 'a king? 
III. 

Bu,t 'let us look at thiS' story a lUtle' further. ·"He SlPake 
kind!1ty to hipl, artd! S'et hie throne8lbov.e the' throne of the 
kings 'that were with him-in. Babylon." WHEN JESUS 
CHRIST Is TRULY· ENTHRONED HE ·SHARES HIs HONOUR 

I ., 

'" 

Did you ever go into camp .. Where you could! neither 
shave nor ch'an,ge your clothes? You came back like wildi 
men. r.t is a good! thing to' leave your lOOKing-glass be- , 
hind you, 'if you would! be: comfortable while living that 
kind of wild! Jife! But a man who for a few. weeks has 
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been deprived! of some of the ordinary privileges of a 
civilized! life says, when he cornea back, "I ,have had: a 
good time, but 'a month of that is long enough! I am 
glad to be c'ivUizedJ, and to be respectable again." 

But;thin'k of thirty-six years in prison! HaM: a life
time with the brand of the convict upon -you-alld then 
to have the door opened! And! to change it all for royal 
apparel, and!'to ,be recognized! as a'king! What a trans-
formation r _ 

Thus divine grace effects, not .0·nIy! 'an inward! ch'ange, 
but an outward change. Thus we are to 'Put on the gar
ments of saliVation. We are·to wear the ,best robe of -the 
F'ather's house. We ,are to be dressed! as kings. You 
ough~ tq wear you·r !bes't clothes to· wor.k every morning. 
I do not care-where you work-in a garage or in a fac
tory. You say, "Wear my bes't clothes to work! Have 
you ever seen colliers come 'back from 'their' work Y" Yes, 
many a time. But ,there-is someth'ing about the garments 
of our salvation which prevents their being soiled, which 
prevents their wearing out, even i'f we wear them every 
daY'. - ' . • 

It is> the win of our 'God that' 'we should always be 
dressed as heaven's gentlemen, as ladies of the court, 
as those who are the children of the King. So ought we 
to be ·apparelled.. Our diaily life, as wen as our Sunday 
hymn-singing '~ridJ, our Sunday church-going, ought to 
speak of our relationship' to ChriSlt. Our daily life at 
home, 'in the fampY', in the kitchen, among the eMlidJren, 
in the offic~, in -'the shop, on the Irtreet, when there is 
not another 'Christian present; when only men 'are there 
to hear our speech, our conversation ought always· to be 
with grace, sea8'OnedJ with salt. We ought ·to have the 
accent and bearing of those who 'live continually in the 
presence of Royalty. 8'0 that there wil~ be' a savour of 
Christ. about us ,wherever we go. 

What did that ordinance mean whiCh you witnessed
this evening?· "We are buried! wi-th him 'bY' baptism into 
death.: that Uke as Chris>t was raised 'up from ,the dead 
by the glory of ·the Father, even so we alsO should! walk 
in newness of life. For if we have ibeen planted together 
in the 1~'keneS8 of 'his death·, we shall be also in- the like
ness of his resurrection." 

You remember the 'analogy which the Apostle Paul in
SltUutes in that marvellous andma,tch'ess fifteen'th chap
ter of First 'Corinthians: "It is 8'OWD a natural bodly; 

. it is raised a spiritu-al ibody.... This corru·ptible bodly, 
that so' soon becomes offensive .when I~fe has departed" 
is, buried!'; but it wiII live again: "This corruptible must 
put on ,iIl!Corruption, and th·is mortal' must 'Put on im
mortality. So when this corruptible shaIB have put on 
incorruption, andl this mortal shall have put on immor
tality. then shal'F be brought to pass the saying tha,t is 
written, Death is'swallowed up in victory." So that even 
in the realm of tl1e physical,' we shall have bodJies made 
"lli'ke unto ,bis gl'Orious bo'dy,- according to .the working 
whereby he is able to subdue all things unto himself." 

But ·this ordinance of baptism, while it -looks forward 
to, that ultimate completion of redemption'·s work, when 
8'OuI-and: ibodly shal1 be reunited. has also a present -appli
cation. We should rise in His spiritual likeness. You 
plant 6lat dry, uidy; and unattractive, ibulb in the ground. 
You never thought of putting it on you'r table as 'an orna
me1;lt., You 'hid it in .the cellar. until you planted it. 
There was nothing lovely about it.. Later you pI-anted 
it in the ground, ~nd when the south winds· came, and 
the sun smiled uPQn it, it came forth out of the cor
ruption of death, a spotless lily. 

Thus the crown of His h'arveSlt is always life out of 
d!eath. The ugliness of oU'r old nature Qught to be buried 

-in the grave of Christ~ We ought to !be pu~ting off the 
"old! man", 'and! putting on the new, -Jiving and walking 
in --th~ likeness of His resurrection. The King changes 
our garments. 

lHave you put on your new garments, y. The prodigal 
came home in r~s and! tatters. He could! not buy any- . 
thing in the far country. I suppose he had! not had! a 
change of clbthing for many a day. His feet were bare. 
When he came to the father's house the father said:,
"Bring forth the 'best robe." Thus does grace array us 
in royal garments. Thus 'it comes to ,pass, as- it' is writ- -
ten, "As sin hath reigned! uDJto death, even 8'0 might grace 
reign through 'righteou~ness unto eternal life by Jesus 
Christ our Lordi." 

-v. 
Then this· closing 'Word. JI·aving .changed his- garments, 

HE PROVIDED FOR HIS DAILY SUPPLY: "He did eat bread 
continually ,before him aU the days of his life." This 
Babyloni'an king d!id! not SlaY' to, J ehoiach·in, "Stay ou·t 
yonder in a dtweIIing apart", but, "You shall come to· the 
royal table; you shall eat bread in the presence of th,e 
king." 
. Jesus OhriSlt dJidl not come to ,be the master of slaves. 
Mark what 'I say: He ddd not come- ,to be ·the master of 
S/}aves. He came to !be the King of kings. "Un-to him 
thlilt loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own' 
blood, 'and hath made us kings and! priests unto God! and 
his Father (or, "a kingllom of priests") to him be glory 
and dominion ·for ever and ever." He summons us into 
His presence. He who has been made a partaker of 
d~vine grace is able to saY', '''He brought me to the ban
queting house, and! his: banner over me ~as love." 

Do you live in the King's presence Y Do you _ eat at 
His ~bre y. Do- you revel, in His royal luxury? Do you 
eat angels' food!?, Are they your ministers Y "Are they 
not all ministering spirits, sent -forth to minister for 

. them who .S'hall be 'heirs of s·alvation?" Is it to this, 
divine grace h-as brought us Y Oh, where do you. live Y 

I remember some yearS' ago hearing the fire-'beU when 
I was on vacation In Vancouver, and, like everybody else, 
I followed the crowd to see where the fir.e was. Nothing 
attracts peOple like a fire-unless it be a fight! It was 
a forest fire, perhaps twenty-five years ago, and it was 
creepin.g in upon the city, threatening destruction. As 
I was. coming 'home on a 'street-car. I saw two boys
they were scarce}ly m~n. One sai'd to the other, "Where 
do you sleepY" Andine told him. "And where do you 
ea.t ?"~and he 'told him: 'He slept in one place and ate at 
another, just drifting .from_ ~one restaurant _ to another, 
nobody caring-when he came home, or whether he came 
at all. 

May I ask you, Where do you eat Y Where do you find 
your sulrtenanceY At whose table do you eit dailyY Why 
shoulldl we be found in the .d~vil's restaur~ntY' Why 
should we walk with Satan. when- we are child·ren of the 
K;ing, and are entiUed! .to eat at His ta:b'le eyery day? 
Oh, that God! would give us grace 'that our spiritual 
p,alates may acquire a keen _ appetite for Heaven's 
dainties, that we may lose our taste for the leeks and 
garlic of'Egypt! It i.s no compliment-I mean it -literally 
-if you like that sort of food!: lee'ks and! garlic, wi,th 
onions thrown in! What a dish! Why should! anyone 
desire that? 

-It has its spiritual counterpart. I remember 8'Ome 
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years ago being 'in Old London when a friend! said to in his poCket with which to pay+ des'iring to buy ·all that 
me, "I want to tal~e you 1:0/ an odd restaurant." "Where we can prQduc~, but having no mon~y to pay for' our' . 
is it?" I enquired. ~e said, "'Do not ask me. The prodJucts." , 
things they serve are not English." It w~s an European. , -Ah, that is a picture of every sinner in his native 

, place where they prepared dishes ,that could not be found state, looiking in upon the divine banquet, hungry, thirSlty, 
in any English restaurant. I' went with. him, and I friendless,'with 'nothing to ·pay. 'This table of th~ King 
really. made an ,effort '~appear pleaS'edJ. I fear that for is unllike any other. table ·in that your 'entertainment has 
once politeness compelled ·a measure of insincerity. Ii a}read!y ,been paid for, and you need not be af;raidi·of the' 
said, "Thank you." My friendi paid the Ibill, aild I Said, bill'; it is paid in adlvance, ~'Wi~out ~o·ney aiid wi-thout 
"Good day"-and then· I went and had dinner! 'price." It is the privilege of everi bankrupt ~ul rf:9' 

I went to a ·So·uthern city-it was' in the days when I come:to Godi. througli Chril!!t, and to be ma~ everlasti~gl.y 
, ,!as respe.ctable! They got up' a great ~inn~r in my , rich. May the Lordi bless us! May,those of us who are 

'Honour. It 'Was down on the Gulf 'of' Mexico, in Louisi- Christi-ans 'determine to,· aJbidein :the, King's preSence, 
an~, .~hefe they prepared 'a dinner in' 'Souther~ style," and to feast at !His table! If there are any on the out
with ·all Ik:in~- of fish-the one thing I never eat if I. side i 'beg of You in His name. to come' home to' the~ . 

'.can help it. 'I went through the form of it without any Father's,house, for you can find sa,tisfacti~n only there. 
satisfaction whatever. It. was' a great d!inner'! For those " ' ---""'''-.,.---
who Hike that SON Of thing I suppose it' was the sort of THE DECLINE IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE. 
thing they nke. " , ' . MORALS ' 
. When ·the ~vil would do you honour ,he prepares you " . ', . . ' 

some strange dish that is not good' for your soul. You HI'S, MAJEST~ T!£E K~NG rece~tly ~ep~or~d the 
had better keep away from' his eating-houses, and 'live at, .present dechne 1D . pu~h~ 'and pnvB;te ~oral~., In 
~he King's palace., Eai at H'ilf table._ God's 'word'is the _ re,ply to the addresses' from the convocatlons .of C~ter-

. h,eavenly fare. - His Book is the safe menu.' It will tell bury 'and York, presented by the two ardhbIshops, the 
you how a regenerate soul ought' tQ.Jive. There' you' may : King· ~s reported to have sai~: . . 
learn a!bou.t the vitamins and' cal~"ries- which nobody "I share your concern at rthe dedJ,ine if) public arid '-
linderSitandis ~u~ the Divine Caterer. ~e ~ys in effect, private standards of conduct. ~"'Not. the least of :the 

• "If you eo1lt of this bread, and drink of this wine, that I disasters of war ,is, oth~ weaker)ing of such standards . 
h II . - which it ibrings in '!its ·tram. " . 

II' a gIve you, youwiU never hunger nor thirst." "To repair those ravages w~ must ~nsist upon ·the iJn-
"A dlaily rate for every dJay." You would like to have portance of spiritural'and'moral integrity in OUT ·private 

it . aliI ,at once, I "suPPOse? . Would you'like your wife· to lives and. in 'all our public 'affairs, and eS!;ablish all our 
,order a month's supplies all 'at once? , Wou'ld you' )ike dealings on the Christian dnterpretation of life." 
to have your househo·ld! stoCked with a month's supply of Th~re -are great,hosts of humble citizens throug~6ut 
fO,od! in advance~ 'If you do, do not 'invite me to ddnner _ the woridi who hearti'ly share the sen,{iments so well ex
when you come to the end of the month! I would rather pressed by-:'His Majesty 'the'King.Surely we are living 
have 'a fresh supply ev~ry day.- in d'ark days when iniquity abounds, when '''evil men a.nd 
. That is how the Lord fed His people in the wilderness ' seducers'.,. . wax worse and 'worse, . deceiving-and being 
The ~nna feU every d'ay. T,he -prodigal saidi, "I should deceived." ('II. Tim. 3,:.13.) The Apostle Paul described 
Uke to 'have my share ·alI at once."-"'Give me-the portion his own day in terms ~hat' are ~ually true of ours:,.' 
of goodis tP.at, falleth to. me/' And! "not man~ ,dJays after .. 
the younger son gathered all together, and took his jour
ney into a far country.". Very soon he h'ad speDit aU, and 

'had noth'ing left. When he came back he was' wiJl'ing 
to haye a diaily portion {or everY' dJay. ' ' 

"A dai.Iy rate .for every day, all the· days of his life." 
, W~uM you not Uke ,to be sure of that? Would you not 
, l'ike'to be SU're of' an, income that could never be cut off?' 

Would! yo~ not like to be sure ·that,every diay there would 
be. breatJ! enough f<}r dinner; that the table. wouJd, be IJIUp
plIed as long as you live, that thus, for ·the reSit of' your 

. fife you might 'be relieved of aU amiety? '. 
That i~ exactly what the Lordi promises the believer. 

Our souls shall never hunger. He did ,not teaCh His 
dJisciples to p:ray, "Lordi" make me rich, 80 that II shan be 

,independent of -Heaven's supply", but He did' teach them 
to pray, "Give us this diay our daiIy ·breadl.'~ It.i&·a happy 

, thing to know that the King'win- loolk after us every day.: 
And best of al" 'there-is a. con.tinuaJ supply, "·alI the 

d~s of our life": It will never run short. There is 
always enough and to'spare in the Father's house. You 
n~ never be afraid that ·those who come to His board 
will ev~r"be permitted to go away hungry. .' 

Years ago Mr. David Lloyd! George descdbed' a man 
out at elbow, down at heel, rough and unkempt, standiDig 

'outsiae a restau~ant wiiidbw, looking in at those who 
were seated 'a~ the table enjoying their meal.' He said; 
"That is Etirope--liuDigry, eager for dinner, but nothing 

. / 

, .. 
• I 

"This know also, that in the lalri: days perilous times shall 
come. ' . '. 

For men sh~l !be :lovers of 'the'll" own. 'selVes, cOvetous, 
,boasters, proud, blasphemers; disobedient to parents, un-

thankful, un:holy., . . 
Wilthout ,natural affection, trucebreakers, false 'accusers, 

incontinertt, fierce, despiserS of those that are good. 
'Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of' pleasures more 

than lovers of ~. ' _, " 
Having a foim of godliness, but 'denying the power thereof: 

from such turn away;" (II Toim. 3:1ff.) , " 

, Is this picture too sombre? Does :it exceed the truth? A. 
casual glance at 'the headlines of a newspaper will not only 
confirm the ;accuracy of the royal strictures on present
day morals ibut will also justi·fy the application ·to· them 

. of the Apostolic descriptio~ quoted 'above. A parent who is 
anxious to train h'is childrren in-the way that they should, 
go,,..trembles to see them' seizing the dai1y paper with 
ea'ger hll-nds to read! the "comics"; which are !llmost never 
funny, and almost always filIeq with crime and violence. 

"The news columns appear to maI~e a specia1tr of reta-iling, 
the sordid detail!! of murder and: robbery, illustrated with 
lurid and disgusting photographs. The ra'dio fortunately 
has. some excellent programmes but they are far less 
,frequent thap those composed chiefly of froth, which, 
in lieu of niusic emft 'horrid: squeaks and groans th'at had 
at least 'their remote ori·gin in the A'fr'ican bush. One 
would think that some "programmes that: emanate from' 
great station~ that ~ost millions of dollars to Ibuil(l· and. 
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operate. were ~repaRed and executed 'by th~ inmates of with pessimism merely ,because it d'ares IhDnes'tly to 
an insane asylum fOr the entertainment of their .fellow diagnose the dread malady? . 
patients. And 'wh~t shallwe say of the· "conric 'b~oks" There is some small comfort in reniiJid:lng ourselves 
that 'fil1 'so liirge a place on the shelves of .ooo"kstores and that if present conditions are evil, they have been so 
in the reading of. many children?' . And worse stUBs ·the before, have indeed never been anything elosesince man 
influence on youthful inindls of the moving picture palaces. first rebelIed against God. If the Judge of all the eartl~ 
poisoned with the fetid 'immoral atmospher~· of Holly- were' willing to. spare wicked Sodom for-the sake of ten 
wood and its sensual actors and actresses. Is it any 'Won- rigHteous, may He not 'in the riches of His good!ness and 
der thai so m'any 'teen-agers pictq.re~themselves as 'the long-forbearance and suffering spare our a,ge aD:d genera-

. heroes and heroines in· crimes of violence, ·and ·end up tion"in .order to lead' them to repentance? But ou.r age 
in our police courts or create problems, for tihe pol-u:e needs to' 'be reminded of the words of the' Lord' 'Jesus 
with· their gang activities? .' who' said: .. 

A few weeks ago 'We . discussed in these pages 'the '~And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, . 
. menace of gambling, which, to judge by newspaper re- 'shaLt be brought down Ito hell; ·for if .the m~ghty works, 

...... '. ports of the investigalion in 'tbe United States, is one of which 'have been done -in thee, bad been done in Sodoro. it 
. , would have remained until this day. 

the major industries of this continent. as wen as oxe.of But I saY unto you, That i't shall be more tdleralble for 
the greatest threats 'to decent government and public the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee." 
morals. As might be expedted, the Roman 'Ohurch pan- (Matlt. 11:23-24). . 
ders' ·to ·unreg!!nerate nature by exploiting gambling for ' Who ,wollld deny that there is a terrible menace hang
its own profit. One . priest in Montreal remarked that ing over the world to-day.? Dare we can oU'r hemisphere 
he would no1;. be: a'ble to meet 'the requirements of his Christian andJboast of our righteousness as a claim on 

. building fund! apart· froin the proceeds of his Bingo enter- divine protection? Certainly our privileges have ibeen 
prise. Sta:tistics inform us of the ever-increasing amount greater 1:Jhan those of other peoples, hut ,has our goodness 
of money"spent on 1iquor, but that is 'only a small item .been in proportion? Were we to dare assert it, t;4e Ben
in comparison with the incalculable damage wrought py ten'ce of the. GOspel would surely be pronounced, indeed, is 
the a:ccurs·edl. flood of'poison 'in .the bodies and sou~s of already pronounced,against us: "It shall be more toler
men and women' and 'of the li'ttle childoren who are the 'able for 'Sodom in the dia,y of Jud.gment than for. thee!" 
innocent h~irs of their elders' folly.. . Our li'ttle world has become a' nei-ghbou.rhood; each 

In a d'ay when' governments bend th~ir efforts toward house in it is ,built of highly 'inflamma!ble material, and 
providing "social security" and! improving th.e health. of there is abroad a maniac .strewing fire. We may hope 
the people, it ·is· disconcerting to note a growing lax'ity 'tliat h-js sense, of self-interest may restrain him from' 
in the moral realm. Would pas't .generation.s not !have' d.roPPlng a spark in .the tinder 'box, but what guarant~ 
been unspeakab1y sohocked! ibythe "re.velatio~s",~ilpposed;.. do h'is past actions give .of this? :Shal1 we plea'dJ that his 
ly sensational we presume, made by a certain ex ... king on system is atheistic? Have our nations not 'forsaken the 
his love affair with a nlarried woman? Do :these stupid ways of God? What is so-called 'Chn'sotendom b.ut a sys
.Iucubrations .spring from a sordid desire for gain·or are tern of practical atheisip? If the. materialistic philosophy 
they tqe ,excrescence of an immature -mind -that is vent~ of 'Communism changes ethics into phys"ics, have we too 
ing its petty spi'te on relatives and instituti~ns that re- not been 'gu'ilty of forgetting ·God for "the things of earth? 
bU'ked his sjn iby refusing to 'countenan<:e it? Divorc~ The- rea1 danger that we face does not l.ieultima~ly 
and bro:ken homes, as I:eported in the ·press bear test'i- in the might of Russian armies or in the atom bomb it 
mony to the looseness of public thinking on su~h -impor- is said they possess. rt 'is not to be f~und even in the 
tant matters, !Which are always an index of the State of imperialistic schemes of the KremI'in for world dominion; 
pu'b1ic monls. . - or in i'ts denial of righteousness and of God. Our'real 

. As 'We see tlie world about· us, or that limiWd part of danger comes primarily from'the fact that we have for
it that falls within our view, we are' constrained to con- saken :God for ,the worshi-p of earth's vain gol'den images. 
fess with the Apostle John that. "the .whole world lietJh Tne message of the prophets is' timely· for the 
in the wicked one."· Writers in secu1ar pUblications ob.- 'World to-day. The Word of ·God teaches not only by 
serve that the old-fashioned! belief in the Bible, in the precept but by example. It recounts how a personal and 
future . life, heaven and hell, and in Ohristian doctr'ine, holy God dealt in judgment with the sin of the world in 
is losing "its hold, while it {s a matter. of common 'knoyvl- the days of Noah, and, i,t reminds us, "1\.s it was in the 
edge -.that great hosts of peopl~ have lost alanost all days of Noe, so shall it be also. in the day of the Son 
interest in the chllrches and,their message. Of the men' of Man." (Lk. 17:26). God' d~&troyedi SOdom and 
of our generation it. must be said; as 'the 'Psalm'ist long Gomorralh as aD act of moral and spiritual sanita:tion . 

. since 'Wrote, "·God is not in ali their :tihoughts." .Fmed· Nor did He spare the Chosen Race when they departed 
with a sense of their own power and kno~ledge they have from, Him. IHe sent as His' instruments the cruel and . 

. ' set their minds 'and: affection~ on the things of time and . rapacious Assyrians; the rod! of His po'Wer, to sCpurge 
. sense, as they arrogantly. say: "With' our tongue wil~' we the' people of'. promise. 1\Ie used ungodly kings and . 
. prevail; our lips are our own: who is 'lordl over us ?" heathen hoslts to ·hring to 'repentance those to w'hom the. 

(Ps. 12:4). . oracles of God were committed. Nor were the Gentiles 
We should be most happy if it· were possible ·to d·is.- ovel'loaked in the divine longsuffering for Jonah preach

prove this da:rk and forbido?ing portrayal of the world ed to the Ninevites and the prophets ~hreaten believer 
to-day. No one likes 'to'be thought a 'pessimist, butsu~ely. an.d \1-·nbeIiever aI·ike with the righteous judgments of the 
it "is not pes~imism .to.take a fu,llook at ~e ~orst.· A.nd Lord. Before .the earthly ministry, of, our ISaviour.flbere 
with us are ranged not only the King, 'but ftle Word'of was sent the last fl,nd the greates~ of ~Il the prophets, 
'God, 'which not only names the d·isease. but offers an John the BaPtist, to preach in the wilderness saying 
effi~ciou8 remedy. Shall the Book. of Life ibe charged "Repent ye, for the Kingdom of 'he~ven Is at hand!" 

.' 
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In the xpidst. of the Dark Ages when superstition bers of one's ·own house may oppose in spiritual matters 
reigned, even in the church that called itse1f by the name (Matt. 10:35-37: John 7:5). But thereMs one Friend who 
of Christ, God raised up messengers to call the people will never fail nor forsake us (Deui. 31:8: Josh. 1:5: Provo 

18:24: Heb. 13:5). The prophet Micah had place'd his entire 
back to Him and His Word .. The Evangelical Revival of confidence in ,the Lord. Unto the Lord did he look (Psa. 
the eighteenth century is another -example of the good- 5:3: 34:5: 123:2)t and upon Him did he wait' patiently and 
ness and m~rcy of .the ·Spiri.t of God: in lifting up a believingly, confiaentthat the'Lord in His good time would 
t d d h ""h • I'k fl d. hear (Psa. 40:1: 62:1:.130:6). . 

s an ar w en ·L e enemy came m l' e a 00 Assurance that the Lord would undertake gave the prophet 
Our ·sole hope to-day - and we venture to assert the holy boldness· in the f!,ce of his f?es (Psa. 35.:19}. Although 

great truth even at the risk of being calqed pessimistic cast down.l the trusting soul wIll nse a~ m hope and 
by those who are spiritually obtuse - our sole hope we . courage (1'8a .. 42:11), andalthou~h plunged m the darkness . 

. . . ' . of untoward CIrcumstances, the hght of the Lord would rest. ' .., 
venture to assert, IS in the holy and gracIOUS God who UPQ!l him (Pea.. 27.:1: 107:10; IS8. 50:10). \ 
takes no pleasure.,in the death of the wicked but that they The man who would be courageous before his foes must be 
turn from their eVil way and! 'live. The only bright and humble: be!ore God. T!te prophet realized that it was beca~se 
h···h ch b . rJl" he' th . of theIr sm that ·the Judgment of the Lord was descending 

s .. mmg ope to. eer u~n ~I6 .. i. anyw re 18 e pnn- . upon the people, and therefore he humbly confessed their 
Clple of th-e anCIent promIse gIven 'to Jsrael long ago and Sin, as though it ·had beellohis own (Ezra 9:5, 6; Lain. 
fulfilled many times since"i-n God"s gracious dea'ling wi·th 3:39-50). Only when the people had been purified' from sin. 
men' . and stood justified before God, would they have the right 

. ,. to expect Him to plead their cause (Psa. 43i1) and bring 
. iBehold,.1lhe Lox:<ts hand 18 not shortened, that it cann~ complete vindication (Paa. 35:19-28; 37:9-15). The prophet 
say~; neIther hu; ear, heavy, that it cannot bear. • would 'be ,brought into the clear light of the ·righteousness of 
(Isa1ah 59:1). . . the LOrd (Paa. 36:9;.37:5-7; 97:11). Then would those who 

Because we ,believe ihatGod will rend the heavens and had opposed the righteous be PJI-t to· shame jor their in-
.. . . . . solence; they would be utterly sulidued. 

come dawn and ca:use the mou·nialDs to flow at ~IS pres- But this complete victory was still a far-off event. There 
ence, we must summon men to repent and, beheve the would first be further, opposition and" bitter· warfare. The 
.Gospel. ·Whether in His sovereign grace and wisdom prophecy conc&r11ing the delay in carrying out the decree for 
God will visit men in mercy with reviving pOlWer the rebuilding of the ~alls of Jerusalem was literally fulfilled 
b f . H '11 . th . d t 'bI d f (Ezra. 4:23, 24). Also, the Assyrians did invade the land, 

e ore e. ":1,. come ~n· e great an. .errI e ay 0 ,leven to the Rivl;lr, and from sea to sea, and from mountain ". 
the Lord, It IS ·the IbusIDess·of the 'ChrIstIan to.summon to mountain" (v. 12, Revised Version). The land did become 
his f'eI1owmen to forsake their transgression and return desolate-because of the evil-doing of the children of Israel 
unto the Lord who S.Ione can heal ihem and give peace in (Neh. 9:24-27). , . 

t b'l d ld . WSW But this was not the. end. The Lord through His prophet 
a rou e wor . . - ... conveyed His message of encouragement. The princes and 

prophets would again rule the people, who would inhabit 
, the land formerly wilderness and forest (Isa. 35). All this 

Bihl ~ h I L ~ O· din because God· would visit them and display for them His e ilC DO . eSSoD U· e mighty power, delivering them once· again, as He had de
livered'them from Egypt by the hand of Moses (Psa. 78:12). 

Vol. 15 Third Quarter Leaaon 3 July ·16, 1950 All this prophecy 'and history illustrates the grace of God 
as manifest in the life of the·individual believer. He thirsts 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)· after God (Psa. 42:1; Matt. 5:6), realizes that none but 
Christ can save (Acts 4:12), '!l-nd then looks to Him ,by faith 
(Isa. 45:22). Humbly bowing and confessing his sin to God, 

VINDICATION OF THE RIGHTEOUS he is justIfied (Acts 13:39; Rom. 5:1; 8:1), and joyfully 
Lesson Text: Micah 7:7-20. . I" . triumphs over every foe (Rom. 8:31, 37). The Good Shepherd 
Golden Text: "Thou' wilt cast all their sine into .the depths feeds him in green pastures, and he will finally be delivered 

of the sea."-Micah 7:19. from 'all evil through thE! miraculous intervention of God 
(Psa. 23: Isa. 49:24-26; Jer. 16:14-21). 

I. Vindication Promised: verses 7-15. 
, d d ed II. Vindication Accomplished: verses 16-20. 

~ieah the prophet was given visions of ju gment, estin The prophet s' aw l'n""o the future to the time w. hen the to fall upon the children of Israel (chapp. 1-3l, ibut he was ,. 
also sent to them with messages of hope (chapp. 4, 5) and righteousness of God would be fully vindicated in . the eyes 
encouragement (chapp. 6, 7). . . of the people. History would reveal that in the end the Lord I 

The davs before the captivities, When Micah prophesied would manifest Himself as the Rewarder of the good and 
J • the Judge of the wicked and the problem of the seeming 

(albout '158-700 B.C.), were days of darmess and confusion. prosperity of the wicked would be for ever settled (Psa. 
There seemed to be a discrepancy ·between the principles of 73:12-20). . . 
qod's word as taught to the people and the 'prevailing con- The nations which hadcElagued Israel and Judah would be 
ditions. ACCording to the laws of the Lord the righteous h d h . ht . 1 d b th h th should prosper and the evil-doets should perish (Psa. 1:6; astonis e at t e mlg sp ""ye 'l.. ose w om ey sup-

"'.. th posed to ,be weak and defenceless. The.Y· would be confused· 
34:17,·21; Provo 11:21). Bu1;, alas! itseemltN as· ough evil and utterl! discomfited JPsa. 72:8,9). They would be afraid 
were in the ascendancy, and as though good men could I 1 1·" f H' 1 (D 225 scarcely be found (vv. 1-4; lila. 57:1; 59:4, 14, 15). The of the Go of· sraean wou u ear IS peop e eut.: ; 
age-long problem of the apparent triumph of wrong. over IS~I::~~phet bursts into a psalm of praise to God, the 
right troUbled the people of God (Job 12:6; 21:7: Psa. 37:1; pardoning, just, mighty and merciful One (Exod. 15:11; 
73:1-7; Jer. 12:1). . 34:6, 7; Psa. 89:8; 1er. 31:34). When the peQple should 

In the midst of all ·the darkness.,and mqral corruption, the return- to Him, He would return to them, pardoning their 
prophet perceived thaJt the time was ripe for a visitation iniquities and casting all their sins behind His back, to· be 
from the Most High; for when the enemy comes in like a remembered against them no more for ever (Isa. 38:17; 
flood, the Lord Himself by His Spirit will lift up a standard Heb. 10:17). God is ever mindful of His covenant (Exod. 
against him (lSa. 59:19). ~t was time for the watchman 6:5; Paa. 105:8; Isa. 54:10) •. He is faithful that promised 
to take his place upon the. towerhiand peer into fthethdistancrd,e (Reb. 10:23). . 
for the first sign of the approac ng Captain 0 ' e· Lo s FOR YOUNGER CLASSES: 
hosts (Isa. 21:11, 12; Ezek. 33:2; oHab. 2:1-4). 

It is· natural to seek a refuge in the time of storm. and . Emphasize the 'possibiUty of the· forgiveness of sins in 
calamity; . The first .. thought would be to tum to .friends, Christ, using the illustrations suggested 'by such passages as 
counsellors and loved ones, but; all human hell» will be of no Micah '1:19 and Isaiah 38:17. Show that we must confess 
avail (Paa. 118:9; 146:3; Isa. 2:22; Jer. 9:4, 6). Even mem- our sins to· the Lord and trust Him fully (1 John 1:9). c::.. 
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