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TH'E S:IMPLICITV OF THE GOSPEL 
..... ". I 

LAST week a regular readier o,f these pages remarked 
to the writer that one of 'his articles in a recent 

issue of this paper was el!IpeciaHy good, but he forthwith 
dulledl th'El edge 00: his' ·kind wordls !by _adJdling that he had 
failed to understand it.' We shall not identify either· 
the ar.tiicle or the readier lest both shbul'd suffer, but we 
found! ourselves wonderiIlJg if he hadJ thought the article 
was good simply because he cilid not understand! it. By 
way of diefense, we might en~r th'e plea'that it is not 
our fault if we are unaible to, reduce wi:thin the compass 
of human comprehension' aU thie profound mysterie's 
of Divine Providience and of God',s sovereignJ and in­
scrutable grace. 'Even .the Apostle'"Peter, while writing 
und!er the '~pirit's direction, declared that there were 

'many things hardJ to be understood! in tlhe writings of 
his belo'Ved! 'brother Paul. And~ the latter not only con­
feSlSe8 thlat the lo:ve of God! paSlSeth all understanding 
'but that His ways a:lso are past findling out: "0 the 
depth of the riches both Qf the wisdom and knowledlg'e 
of God! how unsearcba!ble are his judgements, and! his 
ways past findling out! For who hath known the mind 
00: ,the Lordi? or who hlath been: his counseDer?" (Romans 
U:S3.) 

We cannot span 'Godl's wisdbm with ou'r UtJt1e yard/­
s'tick or sound! the depths of His love with our, meagre 
plumb-Une. And we may rejoice that it is 50, for if 
our mind! is incapaible of fathoming the eternal ,plan: of 
Godl,. neither can a~l our needls exhaust the boundlless 
stores of His grace and goodneS'S'. This thought has 
always been 00: special comfort to us whenever we 
medlitate upon the d'eep thin.gs 00: Godl, thOse', great, in- . 
scruta'ble problems upon which one comes not only in 

'theology and! in philosophy but in every realm of Ufe_ 
anidJexperience. "I would; not bel'ieve, 'in a God whom' 
I ~uld! not. undlerstand," boasted! a 81h:allow young wit. , 
"And! 'I," replied ani older man of grea.tel- exper~~nce 
and deeper ,thoughit, ~"would' not believe in a God whom 
I could! understand!'" Re~80n has its place in dieal'ing 
with Godl's disclosure of Him-self in nature and in 
grace, Ibut :we, must alwaY'S remember that man's, pun~ 
underSltanddng is not the measure of God's uIlifathomaible 
thought. HaviIlJg looked upon a:U His works and ways 
that are known to us, we must at last confess' with Job: 
"~, th~ are ,parts of his ways; but how Fittle a portion 

. ' \ 

,,-

is 'heard of him?· bu,t the thunder of his power who can 
understandl?" (Jo'b 26: 14.) There is much truth in 
Whittier's protest: 

Who fathoms the Eternal Thought! 
• Who talks of scheme and plan.! 

The_Lord is Godl He needeth not 
The poor device of man. 

It is humbliIlJg to the pride of man.'·s intellect to con­
fess its own limitationlS. 'but tlte very irufinit)y of God 
and' our oWn IlIOthingnesS' will prove to be a refuge' and 
a . comfort for the humble-minded,. The hungry child 
who cries has no argument but his OWIll presSing need 
and his innate conviction, as deep as life itself, of- his 
mother"s .love. The siIliful puhlican dJid not fill his 
,mouth with pleas aSI didi tJhe proud Pharisee, Ibut cried 
out in all simplicity and sincerity, "GodJ be merciful to 
me the sinner.." It is in this frame of mind that we 
must come to God, if we are to come to 'Him at aU. The 
Lordi Jesus once called a l'ittFe chiildl and set him in the 
midst of His disciples andl said!: "Veri'ly I say unto 
you. Except ye be converted, andl become as little chil­
dren, ye shall not enter into the 'kingdbm of heaven. 
WhoSIOever therefore shall' humble hiimself as th'is little 
child, .the mme,is the greatest 'in th'El kingdbm of heaven." 
(Matt. 18 :3f.) At another time Jesus answered and 

. said, "I thank thee, 0 Father, Lordi of heaven and 
earth, because thou hast hid these things 'from ·the' 
wise and: prudent, and hasil' revealedl them unto babes. 
Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy <Sight." 
(Matt. 11 :2M.) 

The common people heard, the ,Saviour g:ll!dJIy because 
He talkedl to them in simple, homely -language. It is 
true thati ,the mu}titudies forsook Him because of His 
hard' sayings and! the unpleasant truths which they 
were unwilling 'to recei~e., But the fundiamenta.l truths 
of ' revelation,. the essential facts of Salvation, the simple 
way of etern'8:llife, are aU withIDI the grasp of ordlinary 
men and women. Even in Old TeSJtafilent times the 
prophet foresaw that in the highway of holiness pre­
pared! for the redeemed to walk upon, "The wayfaring 
men, th'OUSlhi' fools, sh'al1 not err, therein." (-Is. 35: 8.,) 
When we. undJertake 'to simplify the Gospel we are apt, 
uniIlltentionaUy, ,to emulate the example of Job's' miserable' 
comforters, wjro darlkene[d cou~ by WOld,s without 
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'knowledge~ "The .fa'ct of the matter ·is, that God's Good 
,1"lews does not require' simplification, it is already 

, ' , simpl'!'l as it is offered to men in the life and death and 
resurrection of our Lord: and Saviour Jesus Christ: ' 

, And so the Word had breath, and wrought 
With human hands the creed of creeds 
In'loveliness of perfect deeds,' 

More strong than all 1,loetic thought; 
Which he may r~ad that binds ,the sheaf, 

Or builds, the house, or digs the, grave, 
And those wild' eyes that, ,watch, the wave 

In roarings round the coral reef. '. 

, How simpl~ Our Lordi explainedi the way of life! ' He ", 
likened it to a door through which all JVho \J\'ould' might; 
~mter, to sheep hearing the voice of theil,' shepherd' and 
following him, to thirsty men coming to the fountain 
and drinking its· life-giving stream, to famished mdrtal's 
eating ','bread, to weary and heavy-laden people coming 
to the great Burd'eil-bearer to be'relieved of the crush­
ing weights tJhey' bear. Could anythhig. be easier to' 

o, undJez:etand than-this? These are the every-day acts of 

em~t ,Oill~:p~l 'lID,itn~ss 
. anb 
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, wfiich life is made' up. ,And with the SIllme ease we may 
receive,'life ev~rlasting, ,the greatest -Of 'all gi~ts, E!ccord­
ing to the promise of the Good Shepherd who gave His 
life for sheep, of Him'who is the:Way, the TrutJh and ,in the hixury' o'f. thinkil,lg ;of the d~ep things of. God, ' 
the Life. ' , '._ • ' ,to lose themselves in wondle!'; love, an.d~ praise as 'they 

A child would be confused by a textbook on physics contempla~, .the ~teries of Ch.rist, His unsearCha~le 
or :puzzled 'by it technical dJissertation on the Ptoperties ,riC'hes and His ways that 'are past finding, out. , But 
of, electricity,' but it ,knows enough to' ~urn the switch, there are other times when it dOes usi a:lI.'g60d tO're­
ih~a darkened room at night and thue,flood it with light. mind ourselives,that at best we are little child'ren. 'that 
The 'great mass of mankind are content to leave ,ques- when we first came to Christ. we dJid' not have aught 
tions 'concerning the physiology 'of the ,digestive tract ta. plead ~U't His Cross, ,and th!lt we ,shall n,ever ~ave 

,to doctors and! scientists but they are,' notwithStanding, anything beyond j.t even through0!1;t· the, endles's' age 
'wise enough, to e~t their diaily brea'd:. Simple thing'S, ',of eternity. And: in remembering th'at we are but babes,' 
are alway~ complex when the enquiry is ~pursued to w.e shall alSo rememoer that Godi is our Fath,~r, "and 

. ultiml!-te ~uSes' and reasons, andl"cop.'Versely, the mo~,.. if children, then l1eirs; heirs o~ 'God and joint-heirs 
" complex'problems may be resolved' into the simplest, ele- ' with bhrist.~'-W.S.W.'·, , 

ments by' a mind ~hich has ,mastered their i'ntricacies.~ , 
Our Lord delighted to 'deal with elemental things' in such 
a way as to place th'em before His hearers and to face' PRIEST SENTENCED TO P,ENITENTIARY 
them with t~e way of life and the way of death, bidding MQNTREA;L, .run~ '9-(cp'i~~an ,61a~4e :Lapres, 32, 
them C'hoose which way they would 'follow, which master, and Rosaire Delisle, 48, today were fOllnd guIlty of. con­
they would serve.' .. _. . ,spiriJig to sell or distribute heroin as a sequel, to an $80.000-

I,t is not any intellectual difficulty i'n. und,erstanding narcotic seizure by police ftom a :r;ailroad station here, last' , 
the way of I~fe that keeps men fro,m, the Saviour, it is, fall.,. '. ' .. " '_ . 
their imwillingness to submit to its u1lter simplicity. . A. King's BenCh JUry deh~erated only 10 mmutes before 
L'k N th' 'I th t I . ' fmdmg the defendants g'I1ilty. Both will be sentenced ,Ie 'a~man" e eper, e na ura _,man IS e'ager' to 'June 16. ' , , 
att~mpt Some difficult task to pay for God's bounty, bu·t FatherJ. A. Taillefer a Roman Catholic priest at a,nQrth-
his injured pride bal1ks at ,accepting the gift of 'God' end Rosemount parish, pleaded guilty and was senten~ed to .. 
without money and wit1;lout price, , It is not IQgic' tha.t ~o 'year~ in penitentiary'in ,connection wi~ the same ca~e. 
keeps men from accepting Ohrist, but their unwilling- ~IS' arraIgnment took place shortly after he. was arres ~ 
" ;.. m a downtown St. James Street Bank whIle dressed In ness, to bend the knee before, ,hIS sovereIgn LordshIp: civilian clothes: 

"Who have,.~aid, with our tongues will, we prevail, our 
lips, are our own: who is lord over us'?'" (Ps. 12 :4.) 

,Knowledge is not 'condJitioned merely oli the number of CONFERENCE AT NORTH BAY 
facts coHected' by an. observing mind or on its ability . 'A conference will ,be held at North Bay, in the High 
to reason about'them, but upon the moral quality of the School Auditorium, ,under the aU'spices oJ the church 

,soul. its wiHingneSlS to obey the truth, and to submit 1:Jhere," of which Mr: 'George Stephen!! i~,: pastor. Th~re 
itself to it. Our' Lo:r:d threw'out a,challenge to genuine- will be three seS'S'ions each my, Wednesday: and Thur&­
ly F!eekinJr souls that still s'bands': "~f any man 'will to day, June 28 and: 29. ,Dr .. ShieldS is"to be the special 
rlo his "'ill, he shall know of the doctrine, whether~ it speaker for each of the two evening meetings;' 'and an 
be of ' God, or whether I speak o~ myself;"(Jno. 7:17 .. ) • interesting programme is planned. as various wo~kers 
Men's· minds may make excuses for staying !iway from 'and friends from churches in the North meet for fellow­
Christ, but it is in their hearts that the real re,ason is ship and discussion of't~eir comm<;)IlJ uIi.der.takings. ,'All 

, to be found., friend,s' within diriving distance 'are cordially invited' to 
There are times' when Go~'s childlren love to' ~vel enr,joy this conference with our Norrthern churches. 

\ ' 
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The. Magnitude and.' Magnetism of the Cross· 
A Sermon by the Pastor, ~r. T. T.'ShieldS' 

Pr~ached in J{lrvis ,Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, June 4th, 1950 
, '(StenographicaUy Reported) 

"And I, ii I ,be lifted up from the earth, will draw 'all men unto rne."--John 12:82. 

. /. 

THE wo~' o! God is like a deep well which is full of 
water.'l'he Samaritan woman asked, the stranger 

whom she met at Jacob's well near to the city of Sychar, 

ing of 'the death of 'Christ His ·power. over men con. 
sists.. Not the preaching of the Cross,-but'the fact of 
the Cross is here primarily referred to.' 

'I shall, therefore, seek to explain to you the purpose 
of Christ's being lilted up, and therein'" to find a ,reason 
lor His ,power over men. ' 

.... 
I. 

. "Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us 
the well, 'and, drank thereof himself, and his children, 

, and his· cattle?" ·Centuries before; Jacob had drawn 
. water from the weII.for himself and his family, and stiIr 

. the Samaritan wormm ~went daily -and drew water from 
, ,its unexhausted springs.' But the Stranger to whom 
~he spo'ke was and i-s greater than Jacob, and His ,word Let us consider first of all THE DMNE PURPOSE IN THE 
IS a weIt of Isalv,!ltion to which men and wo'men of alI CROSS, by which ,Christ wa's lifted up from the earth. 
generations may come and draw the water of life. " 'It may be remarked that JesUs evidently knew from 

:rhis text is one of '~the wells of salvation" from which th!J beginning that He was to 'be "li/ted up", and de­
fresh dlI'a_uglits' of 'grace divine may :be' draWn by those 'Ziberately chose the death 01 the CroSB'.. His mother, 

.. - who come to it in faith. Every word of 'God is a dia. looking upon Him i~ the manger, a tender babe, wiijl 
mond 9f truth; you' have seen it flash in the Ught of _ . eyes of ~aternal aff~ction may have reBarded the wor­

! . God's Spirit. But yOu may turn another facet to'the ship of the wis~ men as prophetic of the welcome this 
_ light and behold in it beauties of which you have not Child ,of mystery w~uld be accorded by the world, and' 

dreamed. in' her imagination she may have reared again for ;Him 
You have heard the lifting up of Christ described as the throne of His father David, and' .put Israel's broken 

the preaching of the· cross, and that is well.' Blessed !be s~eptre in His hand. The many who were heaJed -by 
God it. is our privilege to lift, up Christ.in, that way and His tender touch and .His mighty ',,:"ord may have dis­
thus dlI'aw sinners to. Him. . But that is only one facet of cerned in Him the power and glory of Elijah, 'a!lo in 

. the diamond,; that is only one cup of water from the Jheirgrateful. fancy pictured His tz::jumphal procession 
well. That use of the text does not show the body of sweeping up' the skies ~nd past the everlasti!),g doors in 
the diaR.lond, nor reveal the spring'of the well. . Heaven's chariots of fjz:e. The hungry. mul~tudes who 

Certain Greeks have come to Philip saying, "Sir we ' had eaten of the bread which He had -blessed and broken 
-vy-ould see ·Jesus." "Philip cometh,and·telleth Andrew, ~ay ha:ve thou'ght they saw in Him 'a ,seCQnd ,'(oseph, a 

and again Andrew and Philip. tell Jesus." - But Jesus' provider 'of Ibread for the people, and hence they would 
did not ,give those ·GTe~ks· the ,private interview they have ·taken -Him by for~ and made Him· a' King. The 
desired. They. b.ad 'had every opportunity ·to ~'see Jesus." disciples had 'listened ·to, His words ,Of wisdom apd had 
I think He· knew that . 'they did not desire to 'see Him witnessed His works of power. They had' been lifted 
for any good: "And.He answered them" -:- perhaps the tq a better life, and. trusted that He should del!ver 

. Greeks were with Philip, and' Andrew and heard Him. Israel, and anticipated the time when without the Cl'9SS 
"The people" were there' too. 'He - told them that He - the world would accord Him Messiah's crown and, King­
knew "the hour has come" for Him to die, but' He 'would dom. But Jesus knew that none of these things could b~. 
not d,ie by the hand of treachery, He would not suffer Others would have, cast Him over the preci~ce headi. 
His life to be snuffed out before His time, or in another IQng, 'and some would have ltllled, Him. secretly, _perhaps 
way th'an that ordained. "I am going to die" He said like these Greeks, but· Jesus knew that' neither. could 
"but now is the judgment of this world, no~ ,shall th~ these things ,be. ' 
prince' of this wo:rld .be cast out, and I, if I be lifted up, Down through the years He looked' and saw it the 
from the earth, wjIl dlI'aw all men unto me. This.He end of the road "the place called Calvary". As surely 
said, signifying what death He should die." Not that as Abraham «'saw the place afar off" where he would 
He /I'hould die, simply, but "what-death He should die.'; offer up his o~ly son, so surely. did 'God the Father '''see' 
There·is therefore some special significance in the kind afar off" the place and manner of the death of Jesus, 
of death He died. ando. led His Son thither; ·and' as certainly 'as Isaac will-

It shows ~at He deliberately cho'se to ~die by' being ingly accompanied his father did Jesus delight to do His 
, "lifted up fro.m t~e earth." Ana the attraction of His Father"s will. At His .. baptism, 'and again on this occa­

death is to· consist in HilJ. being "lifted up". Only by. sion, a voice from heaven spoke in approval of Hia course.' 
being lifted up wou'ld He :'draw al1 men untQ Him." It Thus Father, Son. and .Holy Ghost had planned that Cal- .. 
appears, th.erefore" that there is 'some special ~ignifi- vary was the place and tlij! Cross the means where and·· 
cance in 'the dleatb! of the Cross, and! that in that mean'" by which Jesus should die. Whatever the Teason, not il?-e 

/ 
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chief 'prieB'ts, nor Herod, nor 'Pilate, but the Triune God 
'had 'planned the Cross. . 

But why the Cross? What was the significance of the 
Cross? It is written in-tJhe law of the Lord: "If a man 
have committed a sin worthy of death, amt he be put 
to death, and thou hang him on a tree, his body 'sha:l'l not 
remain all night upQn the tree, 'but thou shalt in any 
wise bury him "that day; (for he that is hanged: is 
accursed of God.)" Deut. 21 :22-23. The Saviour chose 
the cross because it was written:, "He that is .hanged is 
accursed of God." If He Ii-ad d·ied in some 6ther way 
we might have misunderstood the purpose of His death. 
But on the tree He takes the p'lace of the criminal on 
whom the 'Curse 9f the law doth reSit.. And so Paur said:: 
"ChHst hath redeemed us from the 'Curse of the law 
being made a curse for us, as it is written, Cursed i~ . 
everyone that hangeth on a tree." 

That is the meaning of the cross. Mankind was under 
the curse o.f the broken law. We are not troubled by 
curses utteredi iby human lips. For my part,. the Pope 
and all his 'Cardinals might curse me hourly 'and I shou'ld 
not 'be in the least .perturbed. But woe to the man upon 
whom the.curse of God doth rest!' The power of blessing 
and of cursing is in His hand, and the curse of His vio­
lated! law resrts upon every son of Adam. If the story 
of Eden ·be· only ·a myth, then the Cross is wi·thout mean­
ing. But it is no .myth, ,but solemn and' ·historic fact. 
Sin was there"a;nd it 'is here. I cannot understand how 
any reason~b'le man can say that a "precise theory of ' 
the origin of the universe, and of man, and' of. sin, is 

. surely no essential part of the Christian faith." The 
nature of ddsease mu'st be understood in orde·r to have 
effective treatment. We believe the Scripture, that from' 
Eden to Calvary the curse rested upon man. And; Jesus 
cho~ the Cross·as the in,strument of the curse -.:.. "being 
.made a curse for us, as it is written, Cursed is everY' 
one that hangeth on a tree." That is why Jesus, de. 
liberately chose to be "lifted ·up". The cross to Hi~ 
represented. the .divine wrath, the outer darkness, the 
blackness of human despair, the' utter hopeless·ness of 
the sinner, the ul),utterable agony of the 10st the outside 
of heaven's gate, If was the place where 'the wine of 
the wrath of God was· . poured out without mixture into 
the cup of His indignation, and He would be lifted' up 
and there, and ' , _ 

"With one tremendous draught of love 
He. drank damnation. dry.." . 

And so that lifting tIp was the balancing of the scams 
of divine justice. They were held in the s-ame hand that 
maketh a weight for the winds, and weigheth the waters 
by measure .. He will not coqnt men pure with a wicked 
balances and a ba-g of deceitful weights. Into the one 
scale He put the weight of' the world's sin - every sin 
of your life was taken account of, 'and put into that scale. 
and in that 'scale there was weight enough to sink it t~ 
. the lowest Hell. . .l3ut into the other He put the perfect 
obed'ience of Jesus, Hi-s flawless righteousness, His un. 
st~ined h~manity, His b'loody"sweat, 'His cruel scourging, 
HIS phYSilcal agonY', and above aI>J., His soul-torture 
when in the d'arkness ·Goa turned away .from the sin~ 
He had taken upon,Himself, and in the infinite capacity 
for suffering His divine. nature ·afforded He tasted death 
for every man. AU the ·inexpres·sible sorrows of tJhe 
wQrld were distiI'led in the cup He drank ; aJ.I the unutter­
able torments of. the ,lost were .compressed into the bur­
den of ~rief He bore; and these were put in the 'scale 

over againB't our sins', andi the scales were ba'lanced,. and 
the justice and mercy of ·God were satisfied. Mercy and 
truth met together, and ri'ghteousness and·peace kissed 
each other. --

II 
" Let· us now find in this purpose of the Cross AN 
EXPLANATION OF ITS POWER OVER MEN. "I will draw al,l 
men unto me." That is conditioned ~pon His being 
"lifted up". 

In the first place, the Cross ezercises that power 01 . 
attraction which is always resident in' the truth. I am 
aware that the truth seems frequently to repel, 'and many 
flee from iif;s searching glare, notwithstanding, the truth 
has an incalcula'ble power of attraction. The truthful 
physician, who frankly 'tells his patients ,the truth, is 
forsaken ''by. a few, but those who are really iI'l flock 
around him as one whose word is, reliable. The true 
friend, whose faithful wounds smart so' keenly, may for 
a while 'be shunnedi, but ,the time wilI come when the 
wounded wilt yieldJ to love's attraction and return. The 
truthful newspaper, or statesman~ or preacher, all must 
tell unpleasant truths, and be cordially disHked, but the 
public wiII turn ·to the 'house that is built upon the· rock 
when the hail sh-a'Il 'sweep away the refuge of lies. 

The truth will draw men to itself at last. We cannot 
· hide forever in the darkness - the trUth Illust prevail. 
Hence, men must come to the CroB's. You must turn from 
the world's flatteries to see your ·sin unma'sked there .. 
There it appears ip. aU its native ugliness. Jesus said, 
~'When ye have lifted up the Son of Man, then sb"all ye 
know that I am he." (John 8 :28'). Then they would' see 
the truth·, and know as ·they had not known before. It is 
as though !He had, B'aid, "When ye have -'l'ifted up the Son 
of Man ye shall 'see your ·sin; when I 'shal'l yield up the 
ghost on GOlgotha ye shall ~e that sin always finishes 
its work at -the place. of a skull." The truth albout sin 
must come out, and you must at some time 'come to the 
Cross to 'learn it. Men have thought bitter and ,evil 
things about GOd, but the Cros's shall dTaw £hem, and 
they shall learn that 'God is love. Wisdom is justified 
of her children. Not man alone, but God, also is justified 
at the Cross. You cannot forever evade the truth; the 
daY,must break and ,the shadows flee away. 

There is in the Cross an attraction which always be. 
longs to thDtt which ministers to human ne.ed. The manu­
facturers 'of bicycles, and- the buil'ders of automobiles 
may be displaced by :the 'makers of aerop1anes, 'but a 

· good baker will never want for customers. A boy may 
lose his cap', and, be un~ble to fi'nd his school hooks, and 
of many things in -the house he may say, "I don't know 
where i't is" bub Qe win never be able to say that of the 
pantry. The beast of the forest wil'I be drawn to the 
antidote for the serpent's s·ting. The hart will be dnwn 
for many weary miles by the music of the water.lbrooks. 
"The ox knoweth his owner and the ass his master's 
crib;" the stork ill! the ·heaven!.'! knoweth her appointed 
time, the swallow, the crane, and the turtle, the time of 
their coming; our robin will answer the cal'l of the 
spring. And that law oibtains in the spiritual realm. 
Monopolists have little· need! to advertise. 'The! d~ not 
fear the loss of trade. The coa'l barons, . as they are 
caned, are very independ:ent, and the great oil companies 
are not careful to be pOlite. They say, "The people must 
come 'to us." 

,Now 'in a very different spirit, and for a very . differ­
· ent purpose Jesus announces that Ibeing 'lifted up will 
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. give Him the monop01y of salvation - then men must 
come to 'Him. Ah, ·you think you can do w~thout Him. 
But when the mirage created by human -f.ancies fades 
away andi Ieaves you in the desert, when every antidote· 
of sin's poison has proved a failure, when your· broken 
cisterns are empty, you will have to come to the Cross. 
You may be -deluded :by a _religious philo~ophy which 
denies the existence of evil, and! says that pain and 
death a1,'e a halluCination, ,but when you rome face to 
face with the stern r~'lities of Iife and of death, of sin 
and judgment, you must come 'to Christ. Yl)u may be 
attracted ,by the hope of salvation by character, until you 
discover you .have no character to save you, and then you 
mu·st come to the cross. Every sinner who has a day's ' 
past must be drawn to the Cross. No o,ther hand can 
reach back and blot out the record of those past d!ays, 
When Joseph was lifted up to be Governor of Egypt he 
drew all lands to himself; 'because ·all who had wasted 
the· seven p1enteous years were Compelled to· come. 

And! so, my friends, while there lives.'a man who has 
an hour's sin behind him, and an hour's Ufe ,before him, 
the 'Cross cannot lose its power of attraction. Wherever 
can we go to findl that which will cleanse the past, and 
secure the present, and· insure the future? . . ~ 

"Thou dying Lamb, Thy precious blo04 
Can never lose its power 

Till all the ransomed Church of God 
Be &a~ed to sin no- more." 

But there is more than that. The beast of the forest 
"runs to 'the antidote when bitten; the 'panting ha,rt leaps 
to the water-brooks; the migrating bird r,·prea:dIS' her 
wings for home. But so do not men come back to God. 
I stopP,ed:in the middle of a verse just now which I must 
now complete. "Hear, 0 heavens; and ,give ear, 0 earth,-

'for the Lord hath spoken; I have nourished and brought 
up chi1dren and they have rebelled' ·against me. The ox 
knoweth his owner and the ass his master's crib, but 
Israel doth not -,know, my people doth not consider." 
There must be -something ePse in the 'CroS'S or men wiU 
not be drawn to it for healin~. -

There is the Power that is always resident in the ·divine 
will. You have read perhaps ot the use, in the plants 
of the great ·stee1 corporations, of gigantiC electro-mag­
netic cranes. The cranes in use in these places no longer 
lift their loads with great iron fingers: but the lifting 
dlevlceh-as a huge flat surface. and is charged! by a power­
ful electric current. -It is lowered into a. carload of scrap· 
iron and! aU the pieces of scrap stick to it as -though they 
were glued. Great pieces of steel many tons in weight 
are but touched by one of these electJro-magnets and 
carried to the place .desired. They are 'swept over the 
great yards and pieces of iron and steel which have ibeen 
buried out of ·sight come out of their graves in response 
to the maS{net's drawing power. And that is in the 
Cross. "And I, 'if- I ibe lifted up, will draw . . ." Oh; 
I shouId dlespair of' accomplishing anything by preaching, 
were it nO't for ·this sovereign, 'irresistib'le "I will draw". 
The Cross is the ·electro-magnet, and there ts in it ·all the 

. power- that is 'in the will of God. He wills to save and: 
this is the way He wills. 

He has always desired to save. His delights were 
with the sOns of men: Do not think of Him as One Who 
was angry and now repents of His anger. He says, "I 
have loved thee with an everlasting love, and the·refore 
with lovingkindness· have I drawn thee." He always­
loved: and always designed to eave._ 

But His being lifted up removes all hindrances to the 
fulfilment of His purpose. "If I be lifted up." "Now," 
sa:ithHe, "I am free to save you. I may be just and yet ' 
the justifier of him that believeth. - Now I will claim the 
reward of my sufferings'in 'behalf of men, and will draw 
them unto me." 

He has power to lift the weightiest sinner, and power 
to !bring them from afar, to attract the scraps of human-

. ity, and mould them to His will-power 'to lift men out 
of the mire of sin, the very grave of iniquity. Power 
to lift us above temptation,until He sets us at His own 
right hand in the heavenly places. 

DR. ROBERT FARRAR 

THIS worthy and learned preIate, the· bishop _ of St. 
_ David's in Wales, having in the former reign, as 

weH as since the 'accession of Mary"been 'remarkablY' 
zealous in promoting the reformed -doctrines, and ex­
.plodling· phe errors of popish idolatry, was summoned,· 
among! others,. !before the persecuting bishop of Win­
chester,anJdI ~ther· commissioners . set. apart for the 
abominable- work of dleva~tation and ·ma·ssacre. 

His principal ·accusers and persecuters, on_ a charge 
of praemunire :in the reign of Edward! VI were George 
Constant.ine Walter, his servant; Thomas Young, chanter­
of the cathedlral', ·afterward bishop of Bangor, etc. 
Dr. Fart:ar ably replied to the copies of inform'ation 
l'aid against him, consisting· 'of· fifty-six articles. -The 
whole process of this trial was long and tedious. Delay , 
succeeded dlelay, ana-after. that Dr. Farrar had been 
long unjustly de'tainedJ in custody undler sureties,. in 
the 'reign of King. Edward, be·cause lte had' heen pro­
moted by the duke of Somerset, whence after ;his fall 
he found fewer friends to support him a·gainst such 
as wanted his bishopric by. the coming in of Queen 
Mary, he was ·accused and! examined! not, for any matter 
of praemunire, ,but for his faith anii:doctrine; for which 
he was calledl before the bishop of Winchester with 
Bishop -Hooper, Mr. Rogers, Mr. Bradford, Mr. Saunders, 
and' others, February 4th, 1555; on which day he would 
also with them have been condemned, but his condem­
nation was deferred, 'andl he sent to prison again, where 
he continuedl until February 14th, and then was sent 
into' Wales to receive sentence. He was six times 
brought up before HenTy'· Morgan: ·bishop of St. David's, 
who demandledl- if he wouldJ abjure; from which he· 
zealously dissented, and appealed to Cardinal Pole; not- -
withstanding wl).ich, the bishop, proceeding- in hiB' rage, 
pronounced him a ;heretic excommunicate, and surren­
dered him to the secular power. 

,Dr. Farrar, being condemned and dlegnaded, was not 
long after brought to· the place of execution in the town 
of 'Carmathen, in the market-p~ace of which, on the 
.south side of the marke,t-cross, March 30th, 1555, be­
ing Saturday next before Passion Sundiay, he most 
constantly systained the torments of the fire, . 

Concerning his constancy, it is! 's:aidl that one Richard 
Jones. a· knight's son, coming to. Dr. F·arrar 'a little 
before his death, seemed! to lament the painfulness 0.£ 
thedea:th he had to ,suffer; to wqlOm the bishop answered 
that if he saw him ·stir in the pains of his, buming he· 
might then .give no credit to_ his dbctrine;and' as he 
said, so ,did be maintain his promise: patiently standing 
withoU't emotion, until one Richard Gravell with a staff 
struck him down.-Foxe's Book of Martyrs. " -
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THE GOSPEL WITNESS aDd ,PROTESTANT ADVOCATE 

THE : FAITH, OF NOAH 
.-

A Sermo~:t"by the ,Pastor, Dr. T. l'. Shields 
, , 

Preached in Jllrvis Street Baptist '9hurch, TorontO, S~ri'dray' Evening, June 1S, 1950 
- (Eiectrically Reported) , , , " 

, By faith Noah, beiDg warned of God of ;things not seen as yet, moved With, fear, 
prepared. an ark to the saving of his house; by the \\f.hich 'he condemned the world, 

. ' and became heir of the righteou~~ess which is by ;Caith.-Heb. 11 :7. 

. June 22. _ 1950 

.... ' . 
: THIS, text is one .of hillidreds of texts which tie' the ~ as the"climax of an ,exemplary life; they Say that He'lived ' 
, Old and the New Testaments together., a life:of. sacrifice; and died sacrificially, died :vi~riQusly , 

~me few yearS ago' I read an article from a 1~ari1ed .' as others ~ priV'ileged to die who have suffered in 
magazine-I read them occasionally!-written by a ,Mr. beh~ of others. But .,there is a verse in this epistle 

( • Woolley; the Cura~r of the British Museum. He had which tells us that' Jesus died for the redemption of the 
been a member of aili archlleological p~r'ty which operated transgressions ·th'at' were under the first covenant; it, 
under,the sponsorship of the University of Pennsylvania. tells us that the death of "Christ had a retroactive value. 
They' had been excavating in Bible Lan'd:s; 'and in the Christ is, not only an Exampl&--'-1but. ob, He is, an Ex~ 
neighbourh~od of J]r Qf the·Chaldees, whence Albrallam a~ple: "Christ also'suffereiJ: for us, ieaving us an 
was called! of"'God. Mr. Woolley;; I understand, was nOlI; exampl'e, that ye should! follow' his steps" ~ that is only 
a professing Christian 'at al~ and his interesrt in the a half truth, for dead; men' need no .example. He is an 

, whole matter;was that of a ~scientist who was in search Example to the, living, but He is Ii Su,bsrtitute for those 
of indisputable facts. , . ,who ar~ already dead in trespasses and sins; and this 

'They ~ncovered Ur' of the Chaldees. and found that it epistle ~lls us that the death o~ 'Christ" the ,value of it, 
had been a Vf!rY considerable city.- . When- they had' done' reaches right back 'to.-th'e' beginning, and! that He died , 
that, theY'too,ik their bearings, and 'dJecideiilthat they had' for the. redemption of. the transgres'sions that 'Yere under, . , 
not got to the bottom of things' yet. So they 'went lower the'first covenant. The "moral-'influence" theory of the 
down through a large an-d deep deposit of, what I 8Up'- a~nement, yOu see, cannot be fitted in there. ' Because' 
pose we should call hard-pack,' ,petrified, mud. They went these men died, not having re,ceived: the promises but 
through it,,-'and found: under the founa'ations' of 'Or of. .the having seen them ~fa:r off, th~y were persuaded of, them; 
,Chaldees another .'atld more ancient city., Mr.· Woolley , but they did/ not follow the exampl~ of Jesus, fo~. as yet 
saM that one'of, the streets which they' excav,ated would the Son of 'God had not been manifested. So that His' 
compare favourably with Bond Street, in Loildon. That 'deathstretches.iback to the very beginning, ,and one a~' 
is where you get 'the best clothes rna'de in LOndon! 'He of the' cros's r~aches forward,to the judgment day, and 
said, speaking .as a ,scientist: ''There is only, one pos- by His: propitiatory saerifice, and: by .that alone,' salv,a-

, sible explanation of~hat we here see, and 'that is the Mon is made possible to poor 10Sitsinners. 
absolute, factual, historicity of the Biblical story of·the - We are told th~t he is '~set forth to be' a propitiation 
deluge. That is what happened to that submerged city." through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness 

. , But we have ,a higher 'authority than t~at. Our Lord, for the remission of sins that are past, through the for~ 
-Himself, p,ut His imprimatur upon the story of the bearanee pf God/: 'to declare at this time his righteous- . 
. deluge. He stamped it as being true and a,ccurate his- ness: that he mi'ght be just, and the justifier of him 
tory;' and for my part, I would ,accept the unsupported which believeth on Jesus.~' I remember a man!s, bring~ 

'- -

.... 

, worq.of J,esus Christ Hi.mself against ali the scientists ,ing forwal'ld/ a strange oibjection'tO-the Scriptures. He' 
hi the world., ' • '., ' . said to me, "On what grouIid could Jesus say. to -the -.. . 
. There are few passages in the Word of God with whiCh sinful woman, 'Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin 

'people are more familiar than the story of the deluge, no more'?!"-:_ "Well," t said, "what would·you 'have had 
and of Noah's faith by which he was sayed. Godl is Him db?" , '''WhY','' he said, ",she was a silllIler,' and ought 
always the 'same. I dissent entirely from that brand of to have been punished/'" The passage- I have quoted 
dispensa~onal'ism which assumes that God can sav~ men aSS!lme!l that the moral consciousness of the ·universe 
on certain, conditions i;n one d,ispensation,. iuH~ on other 'challenges God"~ right to pas's'over sins done aforetime. 
conditions at another time. The Lamb was slain from How was,it possible for '~lim to. throW, wide, the gates.of 
the foundation of ,the world, and everyone who ever has gio~ 'to Abel, to Enoch, to Noah, to Abraham, Isaac, 

. been s'aved" or ever ;wiII be saved, will be S{l.ved in pre~ . -Jacoh, Joseph, Moses,---=all' the people of Israel?, Whe.n 
'- cisely the same way, through, faith' in the Son of God.' we know that. the ·blood of bulls and of goats, cannot take 

There is no way of salvation s'ave-through faith in Him away sins how then was it possihle for God to pasS. over, 
Who "died for our sins' according to the scriptures", sins don~ aforetime? How could God, be justifi'ed" in 
Who was buried, and Who _rose again "accordipg to the -,permitting the world to continue in sin, and, yet saving' 
scriptures". .' _ ".. 'out of the world multitudes of people by His grace before 

There is a verse in this epistle whieh speaks of the their debts were paid/? .,Why, my friends, the cross of 
atohement, which I believe to he one of the most con~' our Lord JeSus not only justifies' you and me, but it 
vincing ,of all' scriptures,' in support of the doctrine of justifies 'God; and Jesus Christ is ,"set forth','tobe a 
the substitution8.ry death of our Lord. How do you know propitiation through faith in his iblood, to declare. his 
that Jesus died. instead of. you? There are many' who ri'ghteQusness for -the remiSs'ion ,of sins that are past", . 

_ preaclf'Christ crucified 'as an Exampie, and His death It is God~~ unfoldin,g of the promissory. note given, to 
~, .. ... I' • 
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Him by His SOn before the worlds were made, and by . Now I say Noah w~s "warned", 'and his faith rested 
virtue of which, Qn the strength· of which, in the confi- upon a divine·1'Ievelation. That'is'where faith'must find 
dence of 'the fulfilment of'which, God passed over men's its foupdation alwaya-. What is the differenee? We 
sins. And when at last Jesus came and died, He justified have been discussing during recent years distinetions 
the .forbe'arance of God in thus waiting until the debt between Modernism and what is now called Fundamen­
shoul.d be. paid. ..So yo.usee the 'Cross stands at the centre taIism~wh.ich is only another name tor evange'lical faith, 
of all human history, 'and by the blood of the Cross all Ev'angelical Christianity. What·is the.essential difference 
men are justified who are justified a:t 'aU; and by ,the between! the tWo? Just this: evangelical faith rests' al­
&acrifice of the Cross, God Himself is justified, if I may ways upon a r~velation from' heaven : it hears tJ:1e Wor4 
d'are to say so, -before the conscience of the universe,· He of God, it receives the Word of God, it rests upon th~ 
is just, "and· yet the Justifier of him that believeth in '. Word of God; and 'over against that divine revelation, 
Jesus. ' . . Modernism sets human reason. 'The difference between 

'Now that by: 'the way, just as a bas,is for our study Modernism and Fundamentalism' is ·simply this: that 
of this Old Testament 'story. . I need not rehearse it,'· Modernists 'ar-e rationals', and Fundamentalists are reve-
you 'are as familiar with it 'as I am. . - . lationists. ·Fundamentalists believe in a ,divine revela~ 

. tion, and commit their souls to the truth therein revealed 
, I., for time and for eterpity. '.' 

NOAH WAS WARNED BY HIS FAITH, iew-as by faith Noah Let us.accept that. Are YOll a believer this evening? 
was saved; and this verse tells us that he began to be Have you the beginnings of faith in your heart? Are 
saved' by being warned of God': ",by faith"· Noah was you just feeling' after Him, if haply you IJlay find, Him? 
warned of God. That is 'a note that is not gener·ally: You say. to me,. "Well; sir, I don'i know whether I have 
sounded to-day, ibut we need. to "warn" men. 'r have no the !beginnings of faith or not, I cannot put faith under 
doubt tha~ Noah had a!bundant.opportunity to see round'- a microscope, I cannot subject it to any kind of chemical 
a:bQut him the evidences'of the result of sin. ".Sin, when analysis, I cannot reSolve it into its elements, I cannot 
it is fin'ished, bringeth forth. death". You reany do not take it out and examine it .. It s'eems to be simple some­
need to take 'a course in medi'Cine to 'know that diphtheria . times; and yet its very simplicity staggers me, and I 
is a very'd,artgerous d'isease; you do 'not need to be an do.p't .know what it is to beHeve." Well, I think I ·will 
expert to know i'hat' a diagnosis of cancer is generally a try, with the Lord's help, to tell you this evening what 
sentence of death: we all know that there are certain it is to believe: What is faith? It. is something which 
diseases which are 'beyond human power to cure; and lead~.the soul to rest itself-its prel;!ent and its future-­
without any expert knowledge at 'all the ordinary oDserver upon something that Go~ has said.. upon a revelation 
Can see roundaobout him some of the fruits of these from heav:en. Do you beheve that God has, spoken? Do 
diseases. And so of' the transgression of, riatu.ral law: . ~~u re~'lIy believe that we have a divine revelati0l!- ? Th~t 
you d:o not need to read' the" Bible to discover that it is IS a sH't;tple, wO,rd" .. but l~ me press that que.st~on. Do 
of ·the nature of the thing for fire to burn-just put your· you obehevethat 1D 'a hteralsen~e Go<\ ~lmself has 
hand. in th-e ·fire and you will find· that out; you dlO' not ~'poken, ~nd., that the :-eco:-d o! .. lJIS' W9rd IS preserved 
need a course in theOlogy to learn that if you jump off .m the Bl,bl'e' . That. thIS BIble IS .the wor~ of God? Are 
the top of your house you .will Hkely have a .. broken bone- you "prepared to :t>ehev~ what God. has' 'sald ? ... 
and perhaps something more than that. These' are mat- Let us exami~e' it a moment. What was the content 
. ters of general observatiop.; 'and -I haye no doubt -that· in of that revelation? Wha-t was Noah ~sked' to oolieve? 

. that day of great wickedness, Noah :had abundant oppor- What 'is the function "of divine rev~lation? What is -the' 
tunity to see what sin does in a h.uma~·Ji.fe .. You do not Word of God for? W~e have heard much discussion 
need me to preach to. YOll .for you to know th'at the man about s'Cience-and I 'agree with my' brethren that the 
who gets d'l"Unk. is likely ·to die poor, and to ·get into a· Bible is not unscientific--':'but was the Bible given ·to 
great deal of trouble: you,can see that every day. There teach science? . Was it given to teach history, primarily? 
were plepty of opportunities round'about. in that day of For what was it g~ven? You remember how John sums 

0" great wickedness for Noah to see that sin wa:s a deadly up ~he record. which he had given-and what he says 
disease; and yet it was 'not because of tha:t that Noah of his gospel may be applied to the.entire Scripture-he 
believed; ·nor was it 'because of that that he turned to s~id, "Many other signs truly did Jesus in' -the presence 
God: we are told that Noah was "warned of God''', and of his disciples, which are not written in this boO'k; but 
it was be~ause God had spoken to him: that Noah had these are written, that ye might beHeve that Jesus is' 
faith. "F'aith cometh by ,hearing,. and, hearing 'by the the Christ. the Son of 'God; and tha:t beIievin:gye might 

.word of God," always. . have life through his name." That is what .the Bible is 
I think those of us who seek to iead' men to believe, for: it is gi~en to us that we may believe. 

would 'be well advised to make' mucli. of the Word of I wonder how many of you drive ~rs? Some .of you 
God. Let the people hear the Word of God, a~d the are 'mechanics, some of you understand what happens 
Wo~ of God will tak~ care of itself. I ~ink it is quite when you move a lever, when you change the 'g~ar; but 

. poSSIble tha:t Noah dId not try to explam the Word of I have known some people who if. something went wrong 
God .to those to whom he told it; I rather think it was with the' engine might look in the back tire for it! They 
beyond his ability to explain. it. There are many things don't know what happens, they ha:ve no mechanical 
we do not understand, that ':Ve cannot understand: they .. knowled.ge in their heads; they don't know 'what has 
belong to a realm of which we have'no experience; and gone wrong· with the en:gine, and they don't know how 
it will be the part of wisdom for us 'simply to declare' to put it right. but they know how to drive the car. 
them in the name of the Lord, and on the authority of They know if 'they do certain things the machine will 
H,s Word" and tcf depend upon the Holy Ghost to work go-but they eould' not bui'ld an engine ·or put it right 
fa·ith in·the 8Oul. when"it goes wrong. ". i'.' . 
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.' A man may say he has difficulty in believing the He could have annihi'lated it, so that there should have 
Bible. I suppose. Noah mi'ght have found it diffiCQIt. been left in al'L human history no solitary record of any 
What was the contem, then, of revelation? Listen: "Be- other monsrer of the80rt-and man would have been 
'ing warned Of God of ,things not seen as yet"-that is . shut up to what God' has said .. Would that have made 
what 'God spoke to him a·bout: He d~d not speak to him any difference?o Not ~ bit. . 
albout the stars, about the flowers, about anything round!- Let us be :glad when human knowledge ·keeps up with 
about him. :He said, "Noah, a himdred and twenty years the BJ'ble. 'I read a lecture by a certain theological 
from now something is go-ing to happen which never " professor to theolo~cal students, in which he advised 
did happen in aU human history. 'The end of aH flesh them to read the old masters, to read the old preachers 
is come before me." SupP,Ose Noah had 'COnsulted 'ijJ.e. woo lived centuries ago, ,to' ·be studJents of his·toI,"Y. And 
scientiSits of his day-if -there were any-suppose he one of the -students said" "But, professor, must we not 
had 'assembled them and said, "Gentlemen, I have hiad a keep abreast of the time?" To which he answered, "By 
revelation from God, and"l should like to have your .all means'; young ·gentlemen, but get abreast Qf the ·times 
cOMirmation of wha·tGod has 'Slaid; I should be greatly fil'lst!" The difficulty! with a 'lot of us is, we have not 

· obliged if you wouM dl'aw upon you'r resources of 'knowl- even got 'abreast of the times. When science says, "I 
edge, and teU me whether this is true.'" Suppose he find ·that the 'Scripture is in accord with my discoveries," 
had done· th'at, what would have been the result? They I simply say to the man of science, "I am delighted .to 
would have said, "Noah, that element in your div'ine know that you are g.etting on"; th·at ~s all. But if he 
revelation is· utterly unscientific, it is contrary to all say,s it is not, I can onlY! say, "lam 'sorry, sir, for your 
analogy; there. is nothing in human history to support blindlneSSl; but the Word ot the Lordi standeth forever." 
it;. you are asked to ·believe t.hat some.thing will take You see ·therefore· -that. Noah's' fa'i·th 'rested upon what. 
place sticq 'as never dlid take pl~ce. ..The evidence of God -said. . 
your Slenses isactuallly against it, and :ther~ is nothing And that revelation was . u·nique: i't had ~ dO with 
anywhere to corroborate it. If you !believe that story, things about which men naturally were absolutely desti­
then we shal'l have'to 'eaH you a.fool for your pains"! t~te of knowledige .. Th:at is the funCtion of the Bihle. 

~ And don't you see, dear friend,s, Noah could only have· What is it for? Never is it untrue to fact, never is it 'con­
answered thus, "Ah, but God ·has· ·spoken to me about trary to· truth in any realm; for truth c~n never conltra,~ 
things not seen as yet; He has :told me of somethiing dict it~1'f, and is in agreement· in all realms. There is no 
that is beyond the range of human W'is(iom, andl of doubt about that, Ibut listen: this Book is ·given to us 
human 'knowliedge; ·and it makes no ddfference to me to teU us ·of th·ings ·that we don't ·see; it is 'given to us 
Whether there is a man in all the world to confirm what to tell us of a judgment to come, just as surely .as God 
God has s·aid· .. I will beHeve the Word· anyhow"-"By told Noah. He said, "T·he windows' of heaven shall :oe 
faith Noah was warned of God." . . broken up, 'and 'the waters shan rise until the ·tops of 
. Let me give an illustration of what I mean, of the the highest hUls are covered. and; all flesh in whose 
principle I am d-iscusSing with you. Think a. moment nostrils·is the breath of'life sl1all die, except those 'who 
of that marvellOus section of Scriptur~let no one ever are .prese·rved in the ark." Noah might well,have been 
speak lightly of it----the book of the prophet Jonah. I staggered by such a revelation, andl said, "I do not see 
am not at a'll concerned about the testi~ony ofscieIice how it can he, Lord, I never saw anYif;hing like that! 
so-called, respecting that matter: if science agrees, so I have spoken to people about it, ·and they never heard 

· much ·the better for science. But it does not mEVke any of .it; I have s'earched the records' of the paSit, and there 
dlifference to the Word of ·God. I don't' care whether is nothing to 'COnfirm .my faith; hut inasmuch as God 
the Word of God is In accord with ·science so-called; a't out of heaven has spoken, I will cast my all upon what 
any point. Why should' I? I. remember years ago read- He has said, an~ I will 'get ready for that judgment day." 
ing an 'address of Spurgeon in which he said: something . 'That, my friend'S, i~ the truth I bring to you this eve­
to this effect: "We pass by sets of seiemific hypo- ning. In ,spite of Russellism, in. ·spite of all th'at men say, 
theses as rapidlly as a traveller on an express train Pas·ses "Sin, when it is ,finiS'hedl, bringeth forth d·ea:th." And just 
the teleg·raph poles besddJe the road.' , And,". he said, "I as surelY! as the judgment fell in NoaWs day, judgment 
h01d no debate with men of seience, I simply hiand them wiM fall upon every S'iil, and every sinner out of Christ. 
over ·to each- other, and when they! have done rending' If you are a wise man you will !be "warned" by faith; 

. each other in pieces, I say, 'Gentlemen, you have not you wi'll say, "My! professor does not agree with me, I 
been half so kind to each other as I should have tried ,to cannot find' agreement in any of the things I read, but 

· be'." I db not believe there is anything in Scripture I will take this, and I will believe wh~n God· speaks 'the 
unscientific, but it would' not make a hit of difference truth and' on'ly the'truth, and· I will commit my soul to 
to my faith if aU the ·scientists in the world- specially what God hlas spoken." 
qua1ified to speak"'iiJ. th·at special department of human We live in a day when the very idea of future retri­
knowledlge, were to come to ,me and say, "There never bution is often mocked at, when people are accustomed 
was 'a fish that 'Could swa:llow a man." I should say, t~ say, "The only hell we shall ever have is here." . There 
"That 'is quite ·possible." If they were to say, "Man are earnests of 'judgment, and we have .seen some people 
never dlid see a fish that could have SlWaHowed: .Jonah," almost in hell here, beyond any doubt. I hiave. A friend 
I would say, "That is ·quite possible." 'What does the of mine ~old me that he wa~ wa:lking throu·gh the Chil­
Bible· say? The ~ible says- that G<>di ~'prepared" a fish. dlJ.."en'S' Hospital a few years ago, and: he said, "I. saw 
Did not God make all the fish, "and whatsoever passeth.· a man in hell." I said, "What do you mean?" He re­
Ilhrough the paths of the seas'~? And: if He had wanted' plied,"1 paSlSled' by ·a bed in which was a 'little hoy of 
to do so, He could' have made one special creature spring ten or twelve years of a·ge. -ins eyes were bandaged, 
into . ,being "at His 'almighty fiat -to . serve, His pUl'lpose' and thie surgeon told! m.e"he was going iblind. I enquired 
on 'that particullar daY, .. and, h~ving served His purpose, about the man sitting by his bedside,.and h~said' it was 

.-' 

! 
l 
( 

I 

~ 
'" , 



.' 

" 

l-

June 22, 1950 THE GOSPEL, W1TNFSS' and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE (137) 9 

"" the lad's father. I asked, 'What is the cause of his· 
blindness?' 'Oh, 8lI!SWered the d~tor, 'n is his father's 
sin.' And I looked u'pon a man who was alreadY in he)l." 

My dear, fl"iendls, whate~er the future may hold, let 
us remember that the revelation of Ood is to this effect, 
that sin shall not 'go unpunislhed,. ",God shall bring every 
work into judg.ment, with every: secret thing, whether 
it be 'good, or whether 'it heevn." A time is coming 
when God will open His books. 1 am 'glad it is so. If 
I could: not !believe in the princip1e of future retribution, 
if I could' not believe in a jUdgment that is to come, when 
justice win be meted out to all, ,then I' could not believe 

. in the moral government of this universe at all, because 
we have ·al'l "'seen the wiclced in great power, and spread­
in:g-h!i~elf like !l 'green bay tree. Yet he passed away, 
and, 10, 'he was not: yea, I "sought him, ,but he could not 
be found·." ~ 

But on, what 'a revelation when God Slhall open Hi~ 
books, and when the judgnient that is as sure as the 
righrteousnes·s, as the holineS'S o·f God" shall break upon 
the world! , 

What about Russia? 1 do not know,-although 1 think 
probably 1 know as much as those who profess to know 

" so much, and that is nothiIllg ·at alll! It is one. of the 
great conundrums of the day. I only know in principle 
that the th'ing that is founded in iniquity, that is per-

: meated with evil, ·that .sets at naught every principle 
of righteousneS'S, is mortal, is> death-$tricken": it is 
bound to" fal1, "Ri'ghteousneSIS 'exalteth a nation: :but 
sin is a reproa'Ch to any people."" 1 have no doubt what­
ever as to the future of RusMa. Some day there' will 
be a tremendbus collapse, You say, "They are marvel­
lou-sllly organized." I.:tell you, you cannot organize the 
worm out of a man's heart; you cannot, by any human 
power Whatever, prevent the judgments of God. God's 
judgments wi'll fall, whenever they may come. He may 
use Russia to teach some of us a lesson. May He give 
us' wiSidom to learn whatever lessons He would teach! 

But this 1 know, that here or hereafter, God's judg­
ment upon siIJ. is albsolutety unescapa:ble. " We may as 
well face it. A man may ·get away from the officers 
of the 'law. He may; avoid the discerning gaze of a de­
tective. He may do as one of those poor foolish fellows 
upon whom the doors of Kingston penitentiary closed 
IIast week-he may get away for" a while ·and walk down 
the ,street· and say to a policeman, "I am a student of 
Queen's University"; 'but God's mes'Slengers, :His angels, 
His detective force, wi'll discover the sinner. There is 
not a man of woman born who has l'ifted hiS! hand 
against God, who wiH not have to give account of his sin. 

Let us accept the testimony of Scripture. Let us be 
warnedJ by: our ~ai'th, Let us believe what God has 'to 
say, andl repent of our sins and, flee for refuge to the 
hope set before us in the .gospel. I 

II. 
Then, NOAH'S FAITH MADE HIM WISE: he was "moved 

with fear". Someone will exclaim, "You, are not goin'g 
to preach that?" • Oh, yes, I know it is said· you cannot 
drive men' to-day-you can win them, but' yo1,l cannot 
drive them. Some brave felIow says, "I am not afraid. 
you cannot ma!ke me afraid'." No! of the wicked it 
is sa'id, "There is no fear of God before their eyes", 
that .is', the so~row of it. An~' yet many. preachers are 
·terrified !by the shadow of some profeSlSOr! Noah 'CouId 
not make the men of his generation afraid,: he'told.' 

c 

them of coming judgment" but they laughed at him, 
they knew no fear, and they knew not, notwith'SJta:nding 
his preaching, the record says 'in the New Testament, 
"until the day that Noah entered! into the ark, and the 
fllOod came, and destroyed them all." They would· not 
believe it; they wou'ld not be "moved with fear." 
'. I hesitate to attempt to label or to date events,. specifi­

cally to identify the happen.in'gs of the day as' being the 
particular horrors which the Scriptures predict, 810 well 
do I know; and you know, that there have allways been 
wars and, rumors of wars, and: earthquakes. and famine, 
and p~i'len~e; ·and yet ,we have seen in our day such 
things as the world never saw ·before. I wonder if you 
have thought of thlSl---'do you remember a few years' 
"ago when the news of the sinking. of ·the Titanic reached 
us, how the whole earth shudJdered at that fearful 

. catastrophe? It was such a terrible calamity! An4 
men :began to talk of God, and to think of God; the 
TitaDlic was pushed: by one of Godi's iceberg" which came 
floating along, and it elbowed that great ~reation of 
man's 'genius out of existence. A little while later we 
had the 'Empress of Ireland d'isaster in the -St. Law­
rence, and men shudderedJ all!d said, "What next?" Then 
came the Great War, and during the course of that war 
we got used: to hearing every day of the sinking of ships 
whose total tonnage was far greater than the Titanic 
and the Empress of IrelaIl!d combinedl-we got so used 
to reading of the loss of thousands, and tens of thousands 
of lives, we actually became so 'Calloused that we could 
look upon rive'rs red with huma:n blood. without alarm. 
. I wonder are we becoming insensible? I woncJer if 

there is a kiIlld of judicial blindiness falling upon the 
world,. so that men cannot see or apprehend the signs 
of the comiIl!g judgments of God? Oh, my !brother, if 
we are wise, we shall learn to be afraid. You are afraid 
of ~ome things, are you -not? How lightly we turn this 
thing on (.turniIllg on the" electric li'ght)! I read only 
"this wee'k of 'a womaIll's touching a common electric light 
like this in her 'bathroom, and being struck d'ead, elec:. 
trocuted. It is not a power to be 'played! with. You 
cannot ·play with Go,d's 'li'ghtning . .- Oh, how little we 
know a:bout the great forces of nature! 

'But Noah heard God speak, and the Scripture says 
he'was '''moved' with" fear". What if it be true, that 
this overwhelming judJgment shall sweep over the earth­
what then? What then, young man, who has been 
persuaded that it is rather old-fashioned to be concerned 
about your sins, or to Ibe afraid of GodJ? "Oh," some­
body"says, "prea$ the love of God" preach the love of 
God, talk to us about the 'Cross as an example, a mani­
festation of love." No, no, my friends, the 'background 
of' the Cross is ·sin and 1udJgment. It 'is impossible for 
me to . conceive of 'God's giving His Son to die as He died, 
to be spat upon, mocked. crucif.ied, just that He might 
set me an example: there must have been some awful ~ 
thing seen' in the wisdom of God' from which His grace 
desired to" save men for Him to be' willing to give His 
Son to· eye ! We talk to-day a:bout lawl~sness-and we 
have enough of it everywher~ut much~of our law­
lessness is due to the fact th·at we do not enforce our 
laws. Are you going, to repea'l the Jaw. against murder 
because "there are murder.ers? Are you going to' repeal 
the law against dishonesty because there 'are some people 
who' are not honest, or are we to enforce the law? Every 
kind of human" 'government' in the world to-d1ay points 
to the necessity of another Government over ·and above 

.J 
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IV, . .... it all, and of, a Judge upon the throne Who will enforce. 
His. laws. And su~h a J udige . is Godi, even the God and., 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. We1!l-,.l have done with this Simp'le word: "He became 

. heir of the ri'ghteousness which is by faith.'! THE WEALTH 
I heard of 'an old sailor being out in a ·boat on Geor- OF. FAITH-how rich he !became by simply believing what 

gian Bay .. He was a man who had sailed tJ.1e seven God! ·said!Sometimes we thinlc th'at God jU8't tolerates 
seas, he h·ad braved the fury of m~ny a storm, he was us-that He merely tolerates us. A dear fellow came 
familiar with all the dangers of the deep,· and he was to.me one dlay and! told! me how' he was 'let out of Kings­
out in:a storm -in a fraU craft .. He hadr so.me young men . ton, a tragic thing" after twenty ~s. :ije said, "They 

. f~m the city with him., .sud~enly a storm _ came up, gave .me a ,suit Qf clothes, a ticket to. TorontQ,. five dol:.. _ 
and tile waves began to roll up and the wind.to b'low, lars, aQd turned me adrift". ·Tl).~y do not want him back 
arid the old man became very nervous. He )'Vas pilo"ting in the penitentiary, 'but he says· th~y don't want him any-· 
the Iboat, and the boys with him were rollicking 'about· where else. That is no't how God forgives. 'Oh,. no! 
having a good tiIpe in the mddst of ,the storm; and when . When·God.: looked. upon His Son He said, "This is my.' 
he cautioned them to ·be quiet and careful, and spoke beloved! .Son, in' whom I ,am well pleased"; and! when the 
as though there mignt be danger, they teased him,. righteousness of Christ is imputed to us, ·poor sinners 
taunted him, and said, "Aha, are you afraid? We are that we are, God! ,is J'.ust .as ''we'll pleased" with IUS as He 

' . t f 'd' " "N" h' ·d,··i '.J> I' Y d't . no a ral ;. . 0, . e, ~~I " . you J.oo S. ou 'On is with .His S011l; He. ,~8;kes a positive delight in His 
know enough ~ be afrm·d. .. . . people, and He· loveS' to look upon them., Once, when 

And that is what .1 ,'say of· every man who is, not· traveIling,. I saw a mother and her little boy in the oppo­
afraid of the wrath of God: in view of the black record . site seat from me; acros's the ais1ie, and I travelled two 
of his own s,in. If we know what sin is,. and are not· drays with them. I watched· the mother as she 'gazed loy­
assured that it has been ,blotted! out by the "-b'loodi of . ingl'y' at the little boy; wJlenever he moved, she followed 
Christ, if we have an infinitesimal 'grain of spiritual him with her 'eyes; and! sometimes she' eo.uld .no.t keep 
sense we shall not close our eyes until we have accepted her hands off him, but reached forward! anq: clasped him. 
the divine warning. NQah prepared an ark to the sav- to her brea&t, as thbugh he were the ve'ry delight of he~ 
. ing of his house;. andl in that he. was eminently wise. life., 

The preparation'of Noah's ark was a ·great engi.neer- If w~ couEd but remeritber that God has provided a,:. 
iug feat. I wonder where Noah learned to 'be a ship-' ·way of salvation whereby He not only takes .oor &inE'; 
ibuil{ie'l'? I wonder how he- did! it?·· Read the story. away ,but He imputes the righteousness of'Christ, the 
Who was· the Architect Who· designed .that great ship? beauty of Christ, the attractiveness of 'Christ-all that 
The ark was· bui'lt jusfli'ke fJhe'temple after a pattern Christ is-to us, poor· sinners! Yes, He loves to look, 
that came dJown .from heaven. And let me tell you, my upon us! I find comfo.rt in that sometimes when I find" 
friends,. that if tbat ar.k had not been planned in heaven that some people don't like to see me; and when I know 
Noah never would have 'been able to build it-he might some people dJon't like to hear me, I say, "Well, I know 
have desired!' to do so, bu'£ he· never cou~dl have saved Somebody Who likes to hear .. me when I talk to Him,' 

. himself or ·his· family. Thus the salvation in which we and I know Someone Who finds a positiye d'eUght in me-
· glory is a saIvation th"at was conceived in the mind of 001; 'because I am worthy, but becaiIse I am made com­

·the Eternal before tba worlds· were formed: the Lamb plete in C~i'st," Oh, what a ''blessing! "Heir of the 
slaili" from the. foundation ·of the world! i81 the Ark. We. righteousness which is' by faith." 
need no prepar-ation s~ve to come jus't.as' we are, and·· , 
b . h Ch ' h My brother, you can. put all your record of Slin behind 
e shut up WIt ' n!?t W 0 died' "the just· for the un· you, you 'ean 'do !better than that: you can not only put 

just, that ~e mi'ght !bring .?S to G.od." ... it behind you, but you can burY it .. in the grave of 
Christ. There is ·a 'wondei-fu] phrase in the Scripture---: III. 

So, my friendJs, there are these elements: the warning 
of faith, the wisdiom of faith ~nd, n'ext, Tij:E WITNESS OF 
FAITH. ,What was the witness by which he condemned 
the. worli:ll? When that door was 'shut and the ark 

• floated upon the bO!K)m of the waves of judgment, I do 
not know that· Noah said it, but he might ha:ye said, 
"I told; Y9U so. ·This day the word of the Lord is vindi­
cated, and the fact that eight of us are saved by divine 
direction ·and throu'gh believing the Word of God! is the 

• co.ndemnation of·alI the rest of you, b,ecanse you would 
not believe the same' word by. which we are ,s'aved." I 
sometimes thiIllk that -God has a record',s'ay, for. ex­
ample, ~f a' ~Iace like this church, I. think perhaps He 
has a ~ecord: of every pew, and of the very pliace where . 
you are ·sitti'ng. Perhaps it'is written dk>wn in heaven 
that 'SQlDebodly has '!been saved! sitting right there. Per­
haps' this very 'nights'ittiug besidie you· someone wi'll 
be saved hearing the Word, or· undJer. the same 
preacher somebody will be Slaved; 'and that fact ... ~U be 
.a witness against ~ery olie' of us if we·believe not the 

· gO~peI.·. . 

,. 

I d~m't know what it means and I· don't want to know, 
-where ·one of tthe prophets said, "Thou hast ~ast all 

· my sIns behind thy baCk." Where is ·that ? Behind. 
the back of God!!' 'I dJon't know where it is except that 
I 'know it is a place where the devil can never find' 
them. Yes, we can get our 'sinS' behina us, andi the 
'whole record of the paSit buri~, in the !grave of Christ, 
and: cast behind God's back; anidJ we can rise to "walk 
in newness of life", clothed in His righteousneSlS, and 
at last sweep throu·g.h th~ gates into the Eternal City. 

Is is not- 'a great thing tq ha:ve a sawation like that? 
· Receive it as Noah dJidi, believe the Word of God\ lbeHeve 

His promise, and thou shalt have everlaSting life. 
. L~t us pray: . . ... 

, . 
Oh Lord, we' thank Thee for this simple religion,. for 

this simple way of faith, so. plain that. even childr.en can 
understand.. How Thou dost impute Christ's righteousness: 
how Thou hast made it possIble for Thee to be just, ana 
yet the Justifier of him that believeth on Jesus, we 'may 

· not wholly know; we· only know the· fact. . Help us to ex­
perience. the fact and to rejoice in it, for Thy name's sake; 
Amen. . 

, . 
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SEMINARY STUDENTS AT WORK 

WE ARE/reminded by the adveDJt ~f another Seminary 
· -.Newsletter that our students have been ·at work on 
their fields for -a little IOOre thana month, and. as the 
contents' are not coPY'l'ight,. we have ventured to extract 
a few items for friends of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

.- . / 
From a Graduate on the Field 

From Mr. Bert Oatley-Willis, pastor of the ESISex 
Church, we· read the following: 

Since' ~ming to Essex there has not been mllch tiin~ to 
realize that, for me, Semin·ary days are over, unless per­
chance a Post-graduate course is introduced. 

The. Victoria Day holiday saw ,the Essex and Tilbury 
Baptist Churches combining for a fello'YShip raHy. It was 
a grand day in every respect. The Doctor and Mr. Slade 

· were our speakers, and we wet;'e crowded out, but above 
'all the Lord was with us in blessing. This day was also 
the occasion ()f my reception. 

Next week I hope to start canvassing the towil. I earn­
estly pray that not only shall I find open hom~ but also 
open . hearts. This is not ·a form'al request but an earnest 
entreaty that you will remember me in this ministry 0:1; 
visitation. Tonight I am to visit a young mari in his early 
tWenties who is dying of cancer. W,hat a frightening 
mission ,this woulJ.d be unless ~e had an authoritative 
message from ·the· Lord to take. Pray also that tQis young 
man shall have ~is h~art opened to receive the Gospel. 

- Mr. Geoffrey Adatiul' at Harriston 
It is fitting' that the DE!WS of these two men should be 

placed together for theY' have always been inseparables. 
Mr. AdJanis writes: . 

The Lord has been gracious in affording us II).any times 
of blessing. We have been encouraged also to see some 
new faces. Daily the solemn, yet glorious responsIbility of 
the :work becomes more real. How one yearns -to see people' 
respond to the claims of the Gospel. . .. 

Settlement in respect to the recovery of our property has' 
been made. We are expecting to obtain the keys soon and 
we shall then be al>le to c9mplete the work to make the 
building ready. We should like to see all students and other 
friends if possible, on the occasion of our ordination council. 

· My. prayers are that you will all be used to confound the 
powers' of evil and to reveal somewhat of the glory of our 
God. ' 

A French-Canadian Student Preaches 'to 
His Own People : 

From Brother Jean Hurtubise, first year stud1eni, and 
!brother to last year's gradiuate, Pastor Yvohi Hurtubis·e·, 
comes the' foll~wing note of misSiionary pioneering in 
the North:i """-

I have just come back from :the North where we made 
·a number of ·visits'.among our French people who have 
written and 'asked for French New Testaments, and who 
are receiVing our monthly French Gospel paper. To our 
disappointment we found some who closed their· doors in 
~)Ur faces, saying that they were not interested. But along 
with these -we also thank God that He alwa~ prepares His 
own and when we come to them,' they are ready to receive 
us into their homes and willing -for us to read them God's 
Word. When we leave them, . they in¥ite us to 'Come back 
any' time. This morning I 'am waiting for Mr. Boyd in 
ord~r to do further visitation work among French-Cana­
dians in our own neighbourhood. 

·From a'Student in.the North 
Mr .. Kenneth Burton has made a fine 're~rd as 'a 

s·tudent and it would' appear from ·the following .note that 
he is app'lyin'g himself in the s'arne whole-h'eartedway to 

. the preaching of the Go.~pel: . 

I am about one hundred and twenty mUes west of Sud­
bury. The coun,try around here is much the same as that 

. \ 

around Fort William, so .. r feel right at home here, 'Most 
of 'you remember Sam Tulloch, who was a fixture at Jarvis 
Street Church. You will be pleased to know ·that I am 
staying at his fJome. The fol~s here haye ~een very kind' 
. to me and there: are not a few that are zealous in the 
work of the Lord. . , 

The ·attendance has Ibeen giladually ;increasing at church 
·and Bible. School. Last Sunday we had' thirty-five out to 
Bible School and fifty-four at the ·afternoon service. ·Three 
weeks ago we began holding an evening service fif.teen 
miles north of bere. There has been an average of twentY 
attending these services, none making profession of ·being 
Christial;ls. It is a great privilege to seek, witli" the bless­
ing of the Lord, to make plain . the Way of Life to such as 
these. . - . 

.Last Thurs'day r spent the day doing house to ''house, or 
rather farm to farm, visitation. I had an excellent time 
with much freedom in nearly 'every house to spe'ak on 
spiritual matters. Since arriving I have visited fifty-eight" 
homes' in my work. We have a chilqren's meeting every 
Wednesday. night and . the Lord willing we will hold a 
D.V.B.S. dur.!ng the latter~part 0:( July. 

In Southern Ont~ri~ Centres' 0 

Last Sundlay the writer had the joy of fellowsihip with 
another student-paSi~orandJ his peopte, Mr.. 'Clifford 
Shenk and his· friends at Churchill. Next Sunday. he -
plans' to preach' at the Mitchell Square Church with 

. student-pastor R:ussell Cherry. It: is an, eneouraging 
part of our work at the Seminary to see the s·tudents 
at work and to know-that they 'are giving out to others 
what they have learned in class., Their high seriousness 
of purpose andl the ideal they have of the ministry of 
the Gospel ·bids well for We future of the work of the 
LQrd. - May He abundJaDJtly .bless' them and make them 
fruitful in His Wordl and! work!--W.'S:W. 

BLESSING IN CHURCHES 

REV. DUNCAN MACGREGOR, 'of Sault Ste. Marie, 
recently heIdi two weeks' preaclliit·g services, with 

Rev. George Hicks in the Dalesville and Brownsburg 
Churches. Mr. Hicks' writes that the meetings were well 
attended and that "the enra time;' work, money and 
prayer many of our people put into this Gos·pel effort 
addled much blessing to them and to us·. This· visit of God's 
messenger was a sipiritual 'tonic to 'Christians and! a 
telling witnes's to many: unsaved. The future, we De­
lieve, will reveal even more bleSlSling than 'we have al­
ready seen." 
- The Brownsburg ·Bible School hils had a weekly aver­
age increase 01 twenty. chi'ldren, who are gathered from 
the surrounding cOuntry-sIde through" the willing help 
of men in ·the church who use' their cars for that mis-. 
Monary purpose. 

We 'are also pappy . to learn th'at Mr. Macgregor re­
cently baptizedl' three persons iIll bis church at Sault 
S~~. Marie. 

"FOR MEl" I 

Christ is Joy and Sweetness to a broken heart.' Christ 
is a Lover of poor sinners, and such a LOver that He gave 
Hiins'elf for us. NoW if this is true, and it is true, then 
are we never justified 'by our own right.eousness. 

Read, the words "me" and' "for me" with, great em-
.' phasi·s. 'Print this "me" with capital letters in ¥our 

·heart, and do not ever doubt that you !belong to the 
number of those who are meant by this "~e." Christ 
did not only love Peter and PauI. The SaII).e love He 
felt for them He feels for us. If we cannot deny that 
we are sinners, we cannot deny that Christ died for our 
sins. -=-M~TIN Ltry.'HER 
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WHEN WILL ONTARIO STOP THIS 

INIQUITOUS FLOOD? 

I N Western Canada desitructive floodls inundlated the 
great city of Winnipeg and caused millions of dollars' 

worth of dlamage that will take many months and even 
Y'ears to repair. The Hfe s'avin81s of thousands of home 
ownel'S are said to have Ibeen' swepbaway . by; these 
waters. And now another river in British Columbia, 
the mighty Fraser, has burst its banks' and like an un­
tamed beast is wri'thing andi thrashing ·about unchecked 
with fearful res'll~ts for tJhe works of man. The news­
papers have been fuB of stones of the ulllbotd sufferings 
caused by; ·these mi~hty inundations, and expenslive but 

. necessary schemes co,sting millions of dollars have Ibeen 
'suggested! to h91d these potential destroyers in check. 
But there is another flood, ·even more evil in its d'ire 
power, that is siiU rising, 'andiGas yet no attempt is being 
made Iby::the governmental forces to 'deal with it, indeed 
they give every evidience of adding to its destructive 
tid!e. The flood of which we speak is in the Province 
rif Ontario, and its poisonous flow dailY' reaches and 
blights the homes and the ~ives of thousands upon thou­
sandi!! of Httle chiildren and ·their mothers, not '00 spea!k 
of their fathers. We mean the ever increasing stream 
of &trong dirink sold bYi the Ontario GovernmeDJt or under 
its authority to the ci,tizens of this Province .. 

'The Liquor interests are determined to force their 
baleful prodiucts upon. the people, for they are never 
weary o·f asking fQ.'!" new bicenses, and the outlets al-

. readiy. eSotabIished. 'are like spigots in a never-empty 
barrel, alway,s belching out. their finished prodJucts of 
ruinedi Hve&. Those who ·thinik our language is exag­
gerated, may prove the accuracy of our assertions by 
walking up and down two blocks of J·arvis' Street, To­
rOIllto, on which there are more drinking-pl1aces than 
in anYi simHar area in the whole province of Qntario. 
It is folly ,to speak ~f Liquor "'Contro]" to dlescrilbe 
such high preSlSoure method18 ~ of seHing strong drink. 
It is not "Control" but lack of control, and the politi­
ci-ans at Quee~'s' Park love to have it so. 

Now there is another application for stilI one more 
hotel, ·this· time ju'st off Jarviis Street, at the iback ~or 
of Jarvis' Street 'Church. We already. have two at our 
front' dioor, aIlld! nine o·thers within a short d!is·tance cJf. 
the church. We wonder if ·the License Board wi1I' have 
the effrontery to grant this -further license a:lso. At 
any rate the following re!!,Olu'1lion was umnimous,ly passed 
at our great Th'Ursdiay niight meeting last and fOl"Warded 
to the proper a'Uthorities wi-th some six o'r seven hundred 
si~natures attached. We 'are convinced'that it expressed. 
the strong feeling' of a great host of' other voters who 
are disgusted with th~ flood of liquor which is being 
permitted. to sweep olVer Ontariio, aImos't wi,thout any 
gov:erhmen1tal check whatsoever.-W.S.W. . . 

A Resolution Protest~ng. Against an 
Application for a. Hotel 

WHEREAS it has come to the knowledge of the congregation 
of Jarvis Street Baptist Church that a company, known as The 
AIIeu..,.Hotel Corporation, Ltd •• proposes to erect on the south~ 
west comer of Pembroke and Gerrard streets, a hotel to be 
known as The AIlen Hotel; and . 

WHEREAS we are informed that the said company is making 
application for three liquor licenses for the said hotel: 

1. A lounge license 
2. A dining room license . 
3. A public house license, fo~ men and women, and 

WHEREAS the said proposed hotel would be aa'0SI the street • 
frino the Jarvis Street Church premises on Gerru( Street, ooly a 
few ,steps from the eastern entrance of the church, and 

WHEREAS Jarvis Street Church has one of the largest Sunday, 
Schools in the city, in which a great company of Christian 
workers are doing their utmost every day to save the .children, 
and the young people, from such evils as now from such places 
as that which is to be known as The Allen, Hotel; and 

WHEREAS we are informed that ,already there are more 
-liquor licenses in operation within two' blocks of Jarvis Street 
Church, than there are to be found in· any similar area in the 

. whole Provint;e of On~ario, and 
WHEREAS the undersigned members of Jarvis Street Baptist 

Church and congregation, in their efforts to save the children 
and the young people of the neighbourhood (rom temptations to 
evil, know from their own experience in calling upon hundreds 
of homes throughout the neighbourhood, that liquor is the princi· 
pal cause of the poverty and degradation of the home, and the 
demoraliZatio~ of the family; 

THEREFORE the undersigned do hereby most strongly pro­
test against the granting of the proposed Iiceiises aforesaid, or 
any increase in the number of licenses in this neighborhood; and 
hereby request your Honourable Body to refuse to grant any 
liquor licenses to the proposed Allen Hotel, to be erected on 
the comer of Pembroke and Gerrard Streets. 
, The undersigned, being members or adhC(.ents and attendants 
at the Jarvis Street Baptist Church, hereby protc;st ~ainst the 
granting of any liquor license to the proposed Allen Hotel on the 
comer of Gerrard and Pembroke Streets. 

.--------------------------------------------------------

WETTER AND WETTER AND WETTER 
An Editorial from The Toronto Star of June 20, 1950 . . 

A week from today. the Liquor License board will 
dieal with a formid:able list of requeSItJs· for new liquor 
outlets ;in the Toronto area. There are no les's thim 104 
applications iIllVolving 197 proPosed IiceIliS1es. Of these, 
89 applications involviiI,g 163 licenses are for l'ocations 
within the city limits. 

T,he time has' come 'to call a ha~t. The ·time for a halt 
came, indeed', long s,lnce. There are alreadly: f.ar too 
man\Y' outlets. On the east side of Yonge' ,St., in the. 
one block between Dundas and! Gerrard Sts.,. there are 
seven premises where liquor is SIO'ld. -On or immedliately 
adtloining Yonge, between King and .Davenport, where 
there used to be five, 20 . have !been added and now 
there are applications: for 10 more. No wond'er the arrests 
for d'l"unikennes's increased from 11,168 in 1948 to 12,586 
in 1949. If new licenses are grantedi, the rising tide 
.of over-induIgence win be stilI further stimulatedl. 

Deputation's come fo'rwardl to oppose .ceri:ain licenses 
in particuJadY' objectionable locations, s'Uch as vhe bor­
-dJer of a "dirY''' area. That undioubted-ly has its· effect. 
But public conscience needls to bearouselI! to the p'icture 
as a whole--the constanlt· spread! of the "traffic" with 
consequent ·increase illi 'd'ruiIikenness and crime.' 

In Toronto and sUlbul'bs 104 ·applications involving 197 
proposed Iicenses! This' is an area which is 'alrea~ 
/)ver-se!Ved with liquor outlets. . 

FRANCO REPEATS BAN ~ . 
Madrid, June 19----'-{AP)-The Spanish government 

has repeated its ban o'n public demonstrations. The re­
statement of policy was made in a 'letter answering a 
Prosestallit appeal to GeneraIiSSoimo Francisco Franco 
for protection. This letter reca~led -that Spanish law 
prohi'bits pub~ic rel'igious diemonstJrations except by the 
Roman Ca'tholic church. iJ't addeidl th'at "centres of Ma­
sonicconSIPiracy have -been discovered within ·the· Protes­
tanlt centre's SlPan." 
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Even supposing ,some individual had actually accused 
, the 'priests of immorj:Iity, is that justification for 

A JESUIT "EXPLAINS" THE' 
SHAWINIGAN RIOT 

.. wrecking his car and his church 'building? If it were, 

I F WE needed aiJGr' excuse for mentioning again the tJhe number of mo'tor vehicles' driven by French-Cana­
riot in Shawinigan Fal'ls" it could be found in an dlians would besudldJenly: rediuced overnight; for we have 

- article in 'the June numiber of Relations, the Jesuit re- -heard many French-Canadlian Roman Cathollics decry 
view. This. magazine quottes Dr. Hill's statement on the Iaxity of their priests' moralliJ. It .is, in fact, not 
beh'alf of the Cl).risti!ln Brethren inviting Ms frien'dls to a rare topic of conversation among. those who are mem­
regard the ~atter as settled and then. commenifls in bere In. goodl standing of the Roman Church. 
these wordlSl:, "We offer qur apologies for writing after' 
this invitation to discretion ... It is necessary to reveal 
the factsl." As we have alreadw remarked in these 
columns, we have no iIlltenltion of regarding the incident 
as settledl. We are not willJing to regard: the sum of 
,1,400 or so 8SI the price of religious liberty in Canadla, 
.and we dl.id not accept Dr. Hill'·s invitation to regard the 
question as settled,. however he and! hios associ·ates may 
tJ1inik of it. . .. 
We8'ho~M! have thoug.ht 'thaJt a Jesuit priest would 

have made out a better case than the artiele in Relations 
manages to 00, but it must be recognized;, as a reading of 
the article confi~, that he had Ii very poor case to 
wOl"k on. A summary of his argument is given in the 
following parqraphs translated from Ms discussion: 

The damage caused to property is not excus'able, but 
is ilit not exPlained psychologically by the combination 
of facts that we have just described: the automobile 
rides, tlle incident in the market, the distribution of 

. ·the pamphlet A wake! As the mayor said, "~here is 
nothing quilte so bad as a good-natured man wnen he 
is angry." 

An Example of Romanist Casuistry 
The "combinationl of facts" referred! to, in this para­

graph have to 00 first with a leader of the Christian 
Brethren who is reported -by the Jesuit priest to hav.e 
picked! up 'people in his car ·and in their hearing to ha;e 
accused priests of "being with women". The second 
incident to wh.ich the Jesuit refers has to do with a 
certain 'so-called "WitneSlS of Jehovah" who is &aidl to 
have lIaCked tact and! good will in' the market place when 
Roman Catholics stoppedl all business onGoodi Fr.iday at 
three o'clock in order to teU their bead'S, Even the 
Jesuit informs us, however, that this person "did not 
go too far". The third! incident in the Jesuit's catalogue 
of supposedly significant facts has to do with the d1is­
tri~utdon of the "Jehovah's Wit~ess'" pamph1et Awake, 
whIch, he SlaYSl" resemb1led the insults offer~d to priests 
'b~ the Christian 'Brother who picked up passengers in 
blS car. 

A cudouoS set of "facts" to explain a riot which closed 
a religious meeting, damaged property, endlangered the 
liives o·f~ harmless believers' andl consrtituted a direct 
as\9lault on religious 'liberty., If this is sufficieIllt to 
"explain" the riot inl Shawinigan Fa~ls, then it is also 
sufficient to excuse any sort of religious persecution. 

GOSPEL WITNESS PUBLICATIONS 
(Reprints) 

"The Antichrist-His Portrait and History" 
By Baron Porcelli .,;.----.'_'''. __ '' __ ' ___ :~,, ____ . ___ :._,_._.,_ ... ,,:, .50 

"The Sreatest Fight. in the World", by C. H. Spurgeon,. 
64 page. ----"'------___ , ____ . ___ ,,_,, ____ ,_:._,,_,,_"' __ ""'_ .25 

·"BI.keney', Popery In Its Soci.1 Aspect", 312 pages _,,_,,_ 1.00 

rll. Gospel Wit" ... 
130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto 2 Canada 

Frivolous Arguments 
The other 'arguments are even more frivolous, espe'! 

cially the incident of the "Jehov:ah's Witnes'w' who is 
said to have lacked tact and good will in the market 
place on Good· Fridiay. Is the al1leged conduct of one 
inddvidlual "Jel1ovah's Witness" to 'be made the excuse 
for a concerted attack on a group of 'ChrioStian Brethren? 
What cheap logic this is, worthy of none other than' a 
Jesuit!· But we contiDf1:1e to readi this astounding plea 
for the liiberty of Roman Catholics to sJIlash Protestant 

. meeting places. Says our Jesuit author: . . 
_ "The crowd of 1,500 to 2,000 persons who gathered 

,before the meeting-house did not include a large num­
ber of "good-nMured men who had been 'angered"; only 
about >twenty, I am told, took an active part in the 
manifestation. All the others are reported to have 
been simply curious persons'; some of Ibhem probably 
thougbt that they were wiltnessing a popu!lar raid. on 
a house of ill-fame that was situ'ated just 'above the 
meeting-house. If the crowds had really been in the 
mood for reldgious persecution, ,the ten police on duty 
would have been swept away and the persons molested. 
We not:e th'at there was no personal violence." . 

. Complicity Between Rioters and PoliCe 
Littlle wondler, in view of these adlmissions, that even 

a Jesuit priest i8 compelled to mention the possibility 
of complicity between the police and the rioterrs. He 
als'O informs qs" that, though a caH for reiriforcemeIllts 
was sent to the Provincial PoIic.e"a 'second call. was sen't 
informing blrem that no aid was necessary. 

'Think of the faets', even as they are dJescribedl by a 
Jesuit: priest wh'O seeks to make out· a case for the 
rioterSl: Ten police on OOt)'l, twenltY' more on the 'local 
city' force available, and reinforcements f.rom the Pro­
vinci·a1 PoMce refused!! And the ·plea is then entered 
that ten policemen on duty, fully authorized by law .to 
maintain the peace anldi dJuly armed and uniformed were 
not a:Me to cope with twenty. gangsters,. even though 
they! had other police reserves on which to draw. We 
learn from cDr. Hill that: "The Chief of Police of 
Shawinigan Falls is being relieved of his pos'ition on 
July 1st. One officer has 'alread!y been dismi8'8ed and 
two more are to be d1isrch1arged in a' general shake-up 
of the department." We are sorry for the 'Chief of 
Police 'and his officers, for in our opinion' they do not 
'bear the ultimate ,respolllSibility for- the breach Qf the 
peace or for the failure of .the officers to do th~ir duty. 
It seems evidJenJt to us in the light of the . facts that the 
police were simply. caltspaws of other "higher-ups" for 
whom they are now acting as scapegoats. 

In this con.nection we quote one of the most amaziDJg 
statements in the Jesuit's· article: 

The Mayor recently Sadd to ·the Christi'an Assembly: 
"You iknow the gulilty persons. 'Sue them and the clty 
will act WithIn the llmfiI:s of the law." 

Cou'ldJ there be any plainer admission of the Mayor'a .­
inabiDi·Uy or uIlIWilingness to guaranJtee religious free­
dom tcr'prOtesta.nt! .than this statement .. attributed to 

• 
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him? Instead of ,Uste~ing to the charges of· the Christian' 
Brethren concerning the guilty parties-, he does' nothing· 
but shrug his shoulders andl invite ·them to perform the 
d!uty that his office calls upon him to do: maintain the 
peace and punis1;l the guilty:. . And' the 'Christian Breth­
ren have now tiedl their'own hands 'by their invitation' 
to - their friends to rE,!gard the matter as .s'ettled. As 

· )u:r:ely as these lines are ~tten, tliere win oe·other out­
breaks of violence in Quebec against religious -minorities. 
The attitudie of the 8hawin.igan Falls ~uthori·ties, the 
apathy of the ProviDICial officilils,. and! above 'all ·the 
encoura'gements o'f th~ priestS and Roman Catholic press 
are aU eloquent indications 'of the shape of things:'1o 
come in. thaJt bigoted Roman.· Catholic Province of 
Quebec'. -W"S.'W, . 

'- . 

R.C. CHURCH _FINj)~ GAMBl.I~G MOR~ 
, PROFITABLE THAN MASSES' . 

May 22 the Massachusetts House of 'Representatives killed 
a bilI" to legalize beano. by a vote of 131 to 93. This re-

. versed a favorable vote of 107 to 106 .taken the week be-
. fore. The OPPOSition fight was led by Rep. Paul A. Mc­
Carthy, of Somervi!l.le, himself .·a Roman CathQ),ic, who 
claimed the gamblers were trying 'to legalize their racket "­
by linking it to the old age assistance fund, the pJ,'Oceeds 
of .which are ·now partly derived oy a tax qn all meals 
over $1.00. McCarthY'said on the floor of the House, "The 
unfortunate 'aged have ,become unfortunate victims of 
everything the racket boys wanted to, do. . It it's horses 
and dogs,. tie it up with aged;' if it's ,cigarettes, tax them 
for the aged; if· it's liquor, if:ax it for the aged, and now 
it's beano. .BetS, Booze 'and' Beano; for ilie ag~d;" . 

The defe'at of the beano measure was attributed by ob­
servers on Beac6n Hill to the fact that"R.C. ·Bishop James 
E. Cassijiy came out publicly against it the day before 
the final vote was taken. Still- the R.C. Church practi.ses 
beano, although some of its. clergy may not preach it, and 
as yet" there has been no official' PJ'Onoun.cement from the' 
R.C. Archbishop of Boston on "Bets, Booze an.d Beano.'" 

You~' sincerely, 
..............•..................................... 

Two weeks ago we discusSed hi these columns "The A Curious: Medley of Inconsistencies 
'Growing Evil of ·Gambling". A letter fro.m, a sub- The above' letter illustrates once more, from" another 

scriber in -Mas·sachusetts -fnforms' us that in hiSi state angle, the curious -medley of inconsistimcies that.make 
.as welI as in Ontario, .the Roman Catholic Church runs up the strange dogmas and still S1trangeJ.! practices of 
true to form and! exploi,ts· the gambling racket to fill . the institution known 'as the Church of Rome. Take, 

· its coffers .. To'gether ",ith. the fo~lowing letter.,. this,. for instance •. the amazing. contradiction' on the sign 
subscri~er . sent us two' photographs showing a large Board of the Roman Catholic Church of "Holy Angels!': 
Roman Catholic Church with. a. s'ign:boardi a'lmoSit 'com~ "BEANO, Every' Saturday Evening at 7.45." . Do the 

· pleteIy co:veredby a !iarg~ .card!board poster announcing: Holy' Angels in heaven weep wheIll ihey bimo!d their 
"BEANO, :Every . Sat .. ~ve., at 7,45". T~e poster ~m- names <thus profanoo with sordidl love. of lucre, :or do 
pleteJy cqvered the announcement o~ mas'ses I,I,nd .tImes their .counterparts, the fallen angels. hi hell, laugh with 
o~ services, leaving only the n:ame of th~ church "Holy demonic humour to see ·the mimes' of angels in the pres­
Angels Catholic "Church, 'Yestville, N.H.," .followedl by - ence of 'eternfil Hoiines's thus dragged iii the mire of 
the. ~:bove announcement of "BEANO". -Our 'corres- earth to' eXploit the basest' instinctS of human nature 
porid!ent. informs· us that "Beano" is a game of chance,' for the profit of' Roine? . , \ 
apparently> ibelongi.ng·to the same :eViI :family as·"Biflgo".· . .;Have Roman priests no sense, of the,meanin'g of holi­
Similar adverotise'ments also appeared in the local p:t:~ss; ness, or'have they no conviction of the reality of angels?' 
copies of which are before U8 as we write~ Have .they lost their faith in the efficacy of masSes to· 

. . TONITE AT 7:45 . redeem souls s?I.lposedilY 6ufferi.ng"in. purgatory', or have 
• .:B E A N <> they merely dISlCo~ered! an. eaSIer w~y to extract more 

. HOLY ANGElS HALL money faster from th.e m,ass of theIr untaught people 
We~tville, N.H., Route 121.A who love to be fooled? 'We do not speak only of the 

ROII.an ch. urches in Mas-s'ac. husette, but of those in 'Tor- . Bus Leaves Wash. Sq. at 
7:15, Returns at 10:00. . • 'onto, for there is a 'gamb]ing centre not far from our 

Advertisement in the Haverhill (Mass.) G~tte, May 13, 1950. offiCe conductedl by: Roman priests, whose hand.:bills 
announcing j'Bingol3" are regularly -sent to :our ·desk . 

. BEANO PARTY 
St. John the Evangelist Rectory: 

15 Library St., Hudson, N.H. 
EVERY FRIDAY at 8 P.M. ' • 
~RIZES' TOT ~ $1100 
Bus' Leaves. Haverhill 

Post Office. at 6:30 
An 'advertisement in the same paper, Julie 9, 1950. 

"Bets, Booze and Beano" in U.S.A. ( 
A subscriber in the State· of Massachusetts' writes' 

this interesting ietter:. 
Dear :Mr., W~itcombe,·. ' . 

r have read with much interest your -article "The Grow­
ing Evil of Gamblingu in the June 8th issue o( THE Gos­
PEL WITNESS. I am enclosing two photographs I took, 
which you have my permission to use if you care to do so. 
They are of an ·R.C. Church in Westville, N.H., a small 
town near here. Instead of masses, this church is adver­

. tising beano on its signboard, one of the many rackets the 
'. R.C. Church is using to help fill 'its coffers! . 

:The;re has ,been an intensive drive in Massachusetts to 
· legalize beano. The Protestant clergy have come' out 

strongly in ppposition to the game, 'and many. of tb.e de­
nominatio~s fia·ve issu!'!d statements ·to this ef.fect. On 

., 

. Then, take the furtper contradliction afforded by the 
public condemnation of "Beano" by a local Romanist 
bishop, while ,his own cl~rgygrow fat· upon its: profi~. 
"'They say arid! do not!" . In Quebec we 'have been treated. 
to the same sopectacle.- .A few years ago the late Cardinal­
Archbishop seared churChes and priests who conducted 
bingo·s, . while the secular provincial authori,ties took. 
steps· to prosecute ,some who did so. But· the official 
newspaper of the same' prelate car~ed, almos,t at the 
a·ame time, public 'advertisements by' churches· and 
priests thilt were sponsqring just such games 9f chance 
that their eccles'iastica:l superiOJ' had ro·undily. condemned .. 
Have the Roman Catholic. bishops- of Quebec not suffi­
cient influence with their own priests to. enforce their 
d!ecrees, or are we to conclude that they say one thing 
for publicity purposes among .protestan.tBi and all 'the: 
whHesecretly gi:ve contrary orders 'to' their under­
agentsl? We are CQnvinced that the latter is the sounder 
explanation. But the f~cts are there, however they'may 
be explained. Rome dIoes one thing and! "says another, 
caring nothing for its flagrant self-contrad'iction.. : 

. . ""'7W.S.W. 
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ROUGH INJUSTICE 
Prom ThII B",,,,, Wukly 7;'''gral.ih, May 26, 1,50' 

THINKING people in Northern Ireland who.are watch-

hearties's cou'rse it is a renewed! warning to Northern 
Ireland of the price of absorption in, the Irish Repu!bUc. 
It 'is no leSlS' a remindler-to the British people as a whole 

. that the Protestant constitution is, a bulwark of their co 

rights and a 'guarantee of fr~-han.i:ledJ and! mercifp'l 
jUs>tice. 

I fu'l of their freedoms will do weH to take note of a 
recent decision of the' Supreme ·Court· in . Dublin. I.t 
capnot ·be proved, for there is> no further appeal, 'that 
this ju~t has lowered the"lofty stan~rds of Irish 
justice associated! with the name of" the' Lord Chief ., 
Baron PaIIes, but we b"eli~ve that it. prov'i4eSl grounds 
for the suspicion :th'at the Roman Catholic religion can 
'exercise its sinister influence even over the law, The 
Court, 'by a majority; rejected the appeal of a ProteSltant 
woman' resident in England' against the refusal of the 
High ·Court to dlirect the return of 'her chiM now 'in the 
care of its paternal 'grandmother in 'County' Tipperary. 
The mother had ''been the innocent party in a divorce. 
in . .the English' cOurts and 'was awarded· ·the -custod(y 

CATHOLIC ACTIONISTS BEAT 
: - EVANGELISTS· , .' . 

Rome, June ~(UP)-The Italian 'Baptist Evangelical. 
fOlJndation charged today that Italian Cat1),olic action mem­
'bers, led ,by Catholic priests, had beaten evangelists bl Sicily 
and prevented them from opening ;a new church there. 

The· foundation's bi-monthly ,bulletin "l\Jessagero Evan­
gelico" said -the incidents occurred at Sciacca, near 'Agri­
gento, where the foundation recently rented a· building and 
-obtained permiss~on to open it. as a church. 

The bulletin said the 'opening had heen scheduled for March 
12 'but that Catholic action organizations, led' by Father 
Milazzo of Sciacca, had nailed up the entrances to the 
building ancl builj; a stone' wall in, front of the main door. 

of ·the child. The Irish father, a ROman Catholic, sent 
-it, however.,·. to his own mother in .Eire, for whicl!, con­
tempt of court he has now been in prison in Winchester, 
for fifteen months. The mother in her -supplication 
to 'the courts in Eire promised that in ,~ccordalliCe with 
the ' usua-l agreement exacted in such marriages the 
child, if restored to her, would continue to .be brought 
up in: tHe RP-man Catholic faith. . 

The majority· judgment as· reported appears to indlica,tJe 
that the three R6manCatholic j.udiges who subscribed 

"They .installed themselves near the doors of the church, 
mistreating the faithful evangelists who sought to approach,. 
~earing off their clothes' 'and causing .more or less /P'ave·in-

'Junes to some," the bulletin said. ' ". 
.- Subsequently, the- report said, the police permit to open 
the church was revoked. , . 

. , " 

Bible School Lesson 'Olltllii'e' . .. " - . 
• t.o it dealt less With equity as with, the upbriniin:g of -

the child as _a Roman 'Catholic. It 'was strongly sug­
_Thir(l Quar.ter Lesson l' Jut" 2,' 1950 geSted! in a. passage' by one of them th·a:t' if the chil'd VoL 15 

was removed out' of the jurisdiction the 1awof England -----TI-----------------
would oot give the father tile claim which" the law of OLIVE ,L. ~RK, Ph.D. (Tor:) 

Ii-eland· aJ!lowe;dl him to see that the undertaking regard- ,,' FALSE LEADERS DENOUNCED' 
ing its religious w.elfare l'Vas ~rriedout.. Significantly" Lesson Text: Micah 3. - '. . " 
,Mr. Justice Black, who dissented, is of a different 'and', 
we be'lieve, a ·kindJ.ier· persuasion. In his judgment, he Golden TeXt: "But truly I am full of power by the spirit of 

the. Lord, and of judgment, and of might, to declare 
saicJj that the ge~era}ity of men and women in'a civilized. unto Jacob his transgression, and ,to Israel his sin." 
country would hoM that the father should! .not be allOWed .. -Micah 3:8. 
to inflict on his blamele,sSl wife the further cruelty of . INTRODUCTION: 
separation from her child for years to come u'nless there According to our practice of covering the whole Bible in 

. was so,me coercive reaSl()n·.for so revolting a J;lecessity. six years, spending one half"of each year in the New Testa­
This, in our opinion,. finely expresseSi the J'ust and ment and one half in the Old Testament, our studies for the 

last six months have been taken from the Epistles of Paul. 
humanitarian aspeBt of the case, which, had.the question For, the neXt six months we go' back to Old Testament 
of religion not been introdiuC!)d, must 'have been decided . Prophecy and History, studying some of the Minor Prophets 
more compassionateliy. .It was argued that the Irish and the history. of the Jews during the' period of their 
courts were zmt bound' to ~enforce an English order, but return from exile and 'restoration of the city and the temple, • _ . 636-434 B~C. ' . 
the mother) is a cJtlzen of the .Irish Republiic by virtue of '. Micah and Nahum .prophesied at about the .same time as 
her marriage and 'was sureJ.y· en.titled to receive protec- did the great prophet Isaiah. In the introduction (v. 1) 
tion against the wrongful acts of her ,husband. Micah informs us that he was a Morasthite, which probably 

, . means that he was born in Moresheth1 or Mareshah~ in the 
Tn 'our opinion, those who have. separated the child southern part of .Judah. He prophesiea'during the reigns of . 

fro.m its mother have d'isclosed. a most forti"iddling and Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah (Isa. ·1:1; Hos. 1:1); ·kings of 
dIi1ngerous mental fixation for which the unbending Juda~ fro~ ~bout 768-:700 B.C. .He and his writings are 
dliscipline of the Roman Catholic faith can onl¥ be' mentioned 10 other books of Scnpture (Isa. 2:2-4; ~1:1~; 

. 'bl W t th tIl t ch 'cal·t· Ezek. 22:27; Zeph. 3:19; Matt. 2:6; John 7:42). He died 10 responsl e. e canno, see a any ega· e Dl 'lies peace (Jer.26:17-19). . 
stood in the way of giving outIet to .the spontaneous ' 
emotion that in· such circumstances the child s:hould' be The Prophecy of Isaiah may, be divided into three sections: . 
given to itS mother regardiless of dlifferences in faith I. Visions of Judgment: chapp. 1-3. 

. I II. Visions of Hope: chapp. 4, 6. 
and. regardJ}ess of whether ller home-was in. Entgland or' III. Visions of Encourageme~t: chapp. 6, 7. 
Ireland!. That these- irrelevancies have go:verned the EXPOSITION:' 
findling of the Supreme Court· mu~ adldl this to many 
other disquieting instances of dliscrimination in Eire in 
favour 'of the uncompromising Roman Catholic interest. 
The fact that in a .matter of town p1aming a Bishop 
should have overruled the' Galway Corporation is' hardly 
more than a comlIJ,Onplace, but when the highest court 
in .the lan.a takes a 'similarJ.y pr~judliced, il'liberal and 

. ...... 

I .. Judgment Upon the Princes: verses 1-4. 
In 'order to understand the ·burden of Micah, we must 

remember that he lived during the days when the ten tribes 
of Israel were carried. into captiv-ity (721 B.C.) and when the 
two tribes of Judah were experiencing the final trials of their 
existence as a kingdom before being taken into captivity. 
Samaria, the capital of Israel, and Jeruss1etpJ the capital of'. 
Judah, were alike passing through a crisis ,(~ic. 1 :1, 5), and . 

." 

' .. 
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the prophet sees visions concerning their future judgment as 
a result of pa'S~ sIDs. . . 

. In chapter I :the lrophet rebukes the people of Israel for 
their great sin an prophesies disaster for both, but par-

o ticularly for Israel. God had been patient, but they had 
IT~~ted His mercy and must now expect judgment (chapter 

The leaders of Judah and Israel must expect to experience 
their share of judgment, and the greater the privileges the 
greater the responsibilities ·(Jas. 3:1). It is a solemn t'hlng 
to be entrusted with j;he care of, others, for they will follow 

I the example and precepts'of their leaders (Lk. 6:39: 1 Cor. 
11:1; Phil. 3:17). ' 

. A leader should be just and righteous. But these leaders 
hated righteousness and loved evil, when they should have 
roved· righteousness and hated evil (Amo'S 5:15; Heb. 1:9). 

A leader shOuld also care for and protect those for whom 
he is responsible; he should tend them, nOJ.lrish ·them, and 
act in tneir best interests.- The evil princes among the 
Jews had acted in greed and cruelty, using· the people to 
their own adv.antage (Jer. 23:1; Amos 5:11; Matt. 23:4; 2 
Pet. 2:3). The illustration is used Qf animals that are pre­
pared to be cooked and eate~ (Psa. 14:4: Ezek. 11:2, 3, 7: 
34:2-4, 8; Mic. 2:8, 9; Matt. 7:15). 

God is just, and those who had shown no mercy would 
receive no mercy (Matt. 5:7). In their actions they had 
denied the Lord (Matt. 7:21-23). No wond~r :their prayers 
woul4 'not be heard (Prov. 1:28-30;- Isa. 1:15; Ezek. 8:18; 
Jas.· 4:3). -
. What a great responsibility rests upon officers and leaders 
1D the' church of God!. . 

II. Judgment Upon the Prophets: .verses 5-7 .. 
- The prophet's duty was two-fold: he must· receive. mes­

sages from the LQrd and must 'deliver them to the people. 
The prophets of Micah's day, however, did not hear the 
word of God or see visions of His will: neither did .. they 
instruct the people in the word and will ·of the Lord (Jer. 
23:18-22). They led the people into error, rather than into 
truth (lsa. 9:13-16; Jer. 23:13, 32; Mic. 2:11). . 

The prophets .were also hypocrites. In their hearts there 
was bitterness, whereas with their mouths ·they said, "Peace" 
(Jer. 6:14: Ezek. 13:10, 16: Matt. 7:1{i). They were prepared 
to oppose all who did not contribute to their vanity (Isa. 
29:21; Amos 5:10). '. 

Because of their unfaithfulness, the false prophets would 
be deprived of their capacity to see visions from God. In­
stead of living in the light of truth, holiness and life, they 
would be plunged into the darkness of error, sin and death 
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. (Isa. 8:20-22; 56:10; Jer. 23:12; Matt. 6:23; 2 Thess. 2:11, 
12). They would 'be put to shame and be confounded 'before 
the people, instead of 'b~ing honoured as the messengers of 
God. They would be put. to silence, having no word from 
God to deliver (Ezek. 24:17,22). Prophets were to forth-tell 
the message of God; as well as to fore-ten th~ future. 
III. Judgment Upon the People: verses 8-12. 

:rhe power of ·the Lord rested upon IDs faithful prophet 
M~cah (2 Tim., 1:7), through the Holy Spirit (Isa. 61:1; 
Lk.4:18). Micah's task was a difficult one, but one that was 
absolutely· essential. It 'is as ~uch the duty of the servant 
of G.od to rebuke ·the· !iinner and the erring one as to teach 
the .1JP.lorant or comfort the weak (Isa. 58:1; 1 Tim. 5:20; 
2 Tim. 4:2). 

The people were involved in the judgment which would 
come upon the land: they must bear their iniquity, as well 
as. the leaders, whom .the prophet once again addresses as 
bemg covetous, thinking only of themselves and· their own. 
gain .(Isa. 56:11; Jer. 6:13; Ezek. 2,2:12; Jude 16). And yet, 
in their self-righteous pride and ignorance they. boasted 
that the Lord was with them (Jer. 23:17). Like the Pharisees 
in our Lord's time, they merited only. rebuke and punishment 
(Matt. 23:23-33). '. . 

In conclusion, Micah prophesies the utter destruction of 
the city of Jerusalem. The desolation of the city at the 
time of the captivity foreshadowed its complete ruin in 
-70 A.D., and tliis prophecy- wa:s literally fulfilled. In a 
spiritual sense, also, this word came :to pass. 
FOR JUNIOR CLASSES: 

'G,?d chooses men and :women and boys and girls for His 
service. Tell of Samuel, to whom the Lord spoke His mes­
sage of rebuke and warning against sin (1' Sam. 3). ·Point 
out the sure results of sin and the folly of rejecting Christ 
and His salvation. . . 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS . 
. June 26-Covetous Leaders _.H ______ :_~ __ Jer. 6:9-17. 
June 27'-Profane Priests. _.H_._.H_. ____ H. __ Jer. 23:9-22. 
June 28-Lying' Seers . ____ .H_ Ezek. 13:1-16. 
June 29-Selfish Shepherds . __ H_ _ Ezek. 34:1-10 .. 
June 30-False Prophets __ . __ . ____ .H __ H Matt. 7:15-23. 
July l.....JBlind Guides _H __ ._H __ ._H_H Matt. 23:13-33. 
July. 2-EvilTeachers _. __ . ___ --.--.:,,--.:...- 2 Pet. 2. 

SUGGESTED HYMNS 
Lord, speak to me. Go, labour on. Hark!' 'tis the watch .. 

man's cry. Dismiss me not 'r.hy service. A ruler once came 
to Jesus by night. When 'Jesus comes to rewaro His 
servants. 

FORM 

Enclosed find $ .................... :. to be app'lied as follows:-
o A IUbscripti~n to The Go,pei Watne'; ...... : ........... $8.00 '0 The Plot TIuJt Pailed' ... : ........... : $2.C)0 , . 

o Jlenewal of subscription ~o The Go,pel Witness .. $3.00 0 Other Little SlaifJs ........................ $2.00 

Do T~ Priest, The Woman and The Corafe,riontJl ................................ : ....... $1.00 

NAME .............................. : ...................................................................................... ; ................................. , .............. . 

STREET ...................... : ............................... ~ ............................................................................... ~ ..................... : .. :. 

CITY OIl TOWN ................................................ PR.OVINCE ...................................... ; ... : .......................... . 

. The'following books are offered as premi~ to mblaiben to THB GOSPEL WITNUS. Obec:k 
·die one you ~ to receive: '. . . 

o 1. Th6 Pf.I#HII:'Y, in the Light of smtmwe, by-Dr. T. T. Shields. . 
o 2. The Gf'eatell Pight ita the World, by !lev. Cbas. iI. Spmieon. 
o S. Ru.wllism, M' RuthnjordWn (Je1uJ'lHlNs Wime".,), 'by Dr. T. T. sbfelc1s. 

NOTK:-If cbIIJae II ... aduIr dIaD dnnna OD Ii TOl'8DtO ..... lie a.cIutap ..... be 8dItaL 
.U ............. IIbIdly .40 DOt ale PCIII:iII N..... . 
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