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THE ABSENT TITUS

ERHAPS there is no calling among men concerning
which the average person feels more competent to
form a judgment than that of the preacher. To be a
preacher of the gospel is to bear a very heavy respon-
. sibility. We would not write a syllable that might lead
" any such preacher. to think lightly of his vocation. We
are dlsposed to believe that when a minister'is unsuccess-
ful in his pastorate, in many cases, perhaps in the ma-
- jority, the minister must accept the major responsibility
for failure. But when that has been admitted, it must
be said that credit for success, or responsibility for
failure, is not always exclusively the minister’s. In

the work of 'any church, the cooperation of officers and .

members with the minister is indispensable to success.

Of course, we recognize that under no circumstances

can real success-attend a pastor’s ministry unless .pastor

and people are directed and empowered by the Holy

Spirit. Let that be taken for granted.

We are writing now of the human element in ‘the
success, or failure, of a church’s ministry. There is
much for which to be thankful when the officers of the
church are wholly consecrated to the Lord, and when,
in addition, they are endowed with capacltles which fit
them for the exercise of their office. It is well, also,
when the members of the church bring their tithes and
offerings into the Lord’s storehouse. When a generous

- congregation supplies the treasury of the church with
the funds necessary to its effective ministry, the pastor
and deacons are relieved of much anxiety, and the mini.
ster, at least, has a much freer mind by which to exer-
cise a faithful ministry.of the Word. -

" But in the work of the church it is often seemingly

© little things, unnoticed by many, which make for success

“or failure. Church members too often modestly assume

that if they are absent from church they will not be

" missed; or, if their absence is noted, no one will very

seriously be affected by it.

It will be admitted, we think, that no name represen~
tative of devotion to Christ, consecration to His service,
courageousness, and stedfastness in the exercise of the
ministry, stands out more conspicuously in the history
of the Christian Church than that of the Apostle Paul.
He was surely, approximately at fleast, all that any
" faithful minister might hope to become. And though
the Apostle Paul often stood alone in the midst of foes,

/

no man was ever more dependent upon the sympathetic
help of his associates. How he laments the departure
of Demas!—"having loved this present world”! And,
longing for the coming of Timotheus, he pathetlcally
writes to the Philippians: “For I have no man like-
minded, who will naturally care for your state. For all
seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ’s.”
On the other hand, how frequently he expresses his ap-
preclatxon of the cooperative service rendered him by
the ‘most inconspicuous people!

It should be remembered, therefore, that any mlmster,
however strong,: however seemingly independent, is real--
ly unable to do -much without the cooperatmn of his
people When we had less experience in the pastorate,
and in the callow days of youth, we fear we were accus-
tomed to think with but little appreciation of people
who appeared to do nothing but come and sit in a pew.
Long since we reached the conclusion that the church
member who feels it an obligation to be found in his
pew as binding as the minister’s obligation to be found
in his pulpit, is among the most useful of all Christians
to the preacher.

Writing to the Corinthians, the great Apostle Paul
says this: “When I came to Troas to preach. Chiist’s
gospel, and a door was opened unto me of the Lord, I
had no. rest in my spirit, because I found not Titus my
brother: but taking my leave of them, I went from thence
into Macedonia.”

The Apostle Paul went defmltely to Troas to preach,
A door of opportunity wa® opened to him of the Lord.
He was not, clrcum&tantlally, prevented from preaching,
as he had been in some places. But he had evidently
expected to meet Titus in Troas; and when Titus did
not come, even this spiritual giant was so depressed
in spirit that he could not preach; and he took leave of
them, and departed into Macedonia.

Preachers who read this article will well understand
the sense of disappointment, and, perhaps, forsakenness.
He had gone to Troas eagerly anticipating a happy ex-
perience in preaching the gospel. But when Titus was
not there he could not, by any means, summon his powers
to go on without him.

The preacher who writes this note has had that ex-
perience many a time. The congregation may be grati-
fyingly large. The general attendance imay be 'hlghly
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.complimen-tary to the preacher; but he lool'{s oout over the
Titus may-have been a Deacon upon’

crowd for Titus.

" whom he depended. : He may have been in no official

..of Titus made-the preacher feel as though the church 1.

‘position in the. church but one who usually displayed a
good appetite for the things of God. But the absence

were empty He darée not remark on it; he dare not-let

others know that he is depressed. by the absence: of one - '

_ man: but he is; and by that absence the service 1s pract1-

". his or her. presence. me:dns to the pastor.

rd

cally ruined. The preacher feels like runmng awdy to<

some Macedoma

Of course, we.know the’ theorists W'lTl say that‘no'

preacher should be 50 weak as that. He cught to be able

. to rise above all human considerations, and live always -

on the mountain top, no matter what comes.or goes.
Perhaps' But- we have yet-to mieet the preacher who
hasg not at some time or. anot'her, been practlca]ﬂy stunned
by ‘the absence from the evening or. the morning service,
as the case may be, of one of his most trusted:associates:

Little does the average church member think how much
If only they
knew, they would not only be present, bt they would. ‘be
in the front seat, or ‘as near the front as possible, les!t
by any means, they should be unobser'ved .and unneces-
sarily cause. depresswn tn the pulpit. - -

We suggest that. every .church. member shou‘lld fee‘l
the necessity of be1ng present at every service of the:
church whenever the doors are-open.

We venture to, relate this story of the late Deacon )

- J. J. Burton:

i _in demand for public services.

Mr. Burton had a real g‘lft of - pub!hc sneech But
‘the spiritual quallty of " the ‘man made ' his speaklng
ability subservient-to his sense of duty. "He. had ‘been’
international ‘Chaplain of the _Gideons, and was often
When Jarvis. St. Church

"laid its hand.upon him and elected him as-a’ Deacon, "

he accepted ‘the office; and felt ‘it a solemm. dbllgatlon

© fullyto dlscharge the dutles attending it

". to conduct services on Sunday, both motning and even-

~ +ing. But I have accepted the responsibility of becoming
-a Deacon of this church. Now T havé come to ask- you,
as my Pastor, do you need my presence at all services?”

Mr. Burton knew very' well ‘that he was not needed
to.fill a seat, for_ crowds of others were always present. .
But he rightly jud'ged that his Pastor would" count .
niuch upon the inspiring presence of every. one 6f his
Deacons. So when he asked the question as to- whether:

-~ he ‘was- necessary, we said, “Deacon’ Burton, I’ need' Yyou

.every time the. church door is open. Th'ls is-a’ large
schurch, “and there 1s much to do, and we need many
people to do it.- You are now a Deacon, ‘and I ‘should
like to-be able to depend upon your being in‘ yoir pkice
at all services, first, for the 1nsp1ratlon and help your
presence will give to me as your* Pastor, and secondly,’

, for the example you will set to other people”.

He extended his hand, and I grasped it, as he said,
“Pastor, you may always depend upon it. God w1llmg,
7T shall be always on hand.”
day that Mr..Burton was stricken with the illness that
proved fatal, he never failed h1s Pastor so much as once.
To this wrlter hls memory remalnl a perpetual

- benediction.

-

Therefore, no matter how large the congregatlon

‘always remember YOUR PASTOR NEEDS YOU.

“ &,
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in defence of the faith once delivered: to the. “Saints. * |

- From that day until the .

HAVE YOU CHANGLD YOUR WILL?

OME of ‘the. readsers of THE GOSPEL WITNESS. may

“have made Toronto Baptist Seminary, and the Union
of Regu'lar Baptist Churches, beneficiarjes.in their wills.

We hope they will let/the amount they left to- the -Semi- -
.nary, gtand; and ‘make it clear:

nary, ‘associated with. Jarvis Street Baptist Church.”

- But as to the Union, we. remind--our readers that'
by ‘the most desplca‘ble, political,. manipulation we have’
ever known in religious circles, the- pastors of all the -
"little. churches, most of ‘them” with one -member-to sup--
port them, outvoted the more substantial- churches, and
. put Union affairs in the hands of a few office-seekers:
. After his electlon he came tojus, and sald “You k-now, '

_ Pastor, 'that- I_ am -frequently invited to go el-sewhere‘

"‘Readers: of THE GOSPEL WITNESS ‘kriow what it has

stood “for these nearly thirty years, what Jarvis Street

" ChurcK stands for, and Toronto: Baptist Seminary, and
what, hitherto, the Union ‘of Regular Baptlst ‘Churches

hag stood for, at .home, and -abroad..' We’ stand-exactly, .-~

where we have .always stood

. The, Emergency. Missionary and Ed:ucatlonal Com- o

m1ttee of thie Union has taken ovér the ‘major part ‘of

‘the Home' Missiori Interests of the Union, 'and ‘is still - .
. contmumg to support-the great work of the French .. - .
Bible Mission, as “the. present admmlstrators of the.

Union ‘are not doing.-

“Toronto Baptist, Semi- .-

'We therefore suggest ‘that . 1f you have left money to . : I

the Union of Regular Baptist . Ohurches in - your will, . .
you - make.a change in your will to the effect that this .- |~

missionary money is to go to The Emergency Missionary

and Educationdl Committee of the Union of Regular -
‘Baptist Churches ,of Ontario and ‘Quebec, and. you might

add, to make assurance doubly .sure,- “and not.to the . . U

Union - Executive Committee with headquarters in_ = |

Montreal.” It is'our hope that The Emergency Committee - G
is only a temporary affair, notw1thstandmg, before there . °
is a change in the Union ad:mmlstratlon, someone may

be called hence, thus their beneficence might pass into

the wrong hands .if they .do not 1mmed1ate'ly make a .

change in the wording of their will.-
“For ourselves, had .we millions- of dollars, we would

* not entrust so much: as one dollar to the present admams-
. trators of the Umon

—

o
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-" guage” with which we‘are all familiar.
;Gods, the kingdom-of Israel, the people called’ Ephraim,
have mixed. themselves. among the " people instead of

SN thv liarum %tm’t iﬂulmt

When the "Old Man

- Lot A Sertmon’ by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shlelds N C

~

is |n ’rhe Ascendancy

FRE |

Pre'achedl in Jarws Street Baptlst Church Toronto, on a Sundlay Mornmg
(Stenographlcally Reported) )

RAY ‘hairs are here and there upon h‘lm yet ‘he.
“knoweth not.” ..

Although the Bible is one of the profoundest of 'books
_—no, let me say tfie profoundest of all books, it is at the .
“same time tthe most easily understood. "It speaks a lan-
The people of .

.maintaining a separate ‘walk, and shutting themsewes
up to.God. They have mixed themselves with . others,
~-with the result that. strangers ‘have devoured Ephralm 8 -
streng't'h He fis likened here. toa man who, ‘whilé boast-

‘ing of his youth,. is really growing old. The sighs of

age and decay are apparent to everyone but. to the man -
himself: “Gray hairs are here and Ithere upon hlm, yet
he knoweth not.” - :

. The Christian has a d'ual nature He is of the seed
of Adam after the flesh. The motions of the flesh, the
mind of the flesh.,, are in him. The “old man” of whom
Paul- speaks, is ever present. But “being born again,

" not of Corruptible” seed, but of r.moorruptlble, ‘by the

. 'word of God which: lxvet‘h and abideth for ever”, he
has 'also a new nature, 8o that there:is in" him ot only

“old man”, but a “néew mar”, and “the flesh lusteth
agamst the ‘Spirit, .and the Sp1r1t against - the’ flesh:

" and these are contrary thé-one to the other: ‘so that ye

\

* holiness.”

is very popul'ar nowadays.

cannot do ‘the th1ngs ‘that ye would.” There is a per-_
petual warfare going on jin the soul of every spiritually
-healthy, growing Christian. . y
You recall it is. written, “There was long war between
the house_ of. Saul, and the house of David; but David
waxed eltronger .and stronger, and. the house of Saul
waxed weaker -and weaker.”
conflict going on in every believer’s life. But the David
that isin us ought to be becoming stronger and stronger;

- while the house of Saul ought tto be waxing weaker and

weaker. *'We are admonished to “'put off concernmg the

former conversation—the old mah, ~which is corrupt ac- -
cording to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the

Spirit of your mind; and that we put.on the new man
which af!ter God is created’ in righteousnees and true
*We should always be. ‘saying, “No!” to the
The doctrine of the right of self-expressmn
Any kind of repression- oF.
.discipline, in some quarters, is held to be disadvan-
tageous to the growing and-developing boy or girl, or

old man.

“man or woman. But the Bible teaches us that we should
deny ourselves; we should mortify the flesh; that the.

old man should be crucified with its affections and lusts;
that we should 'brlng under our body, and bring it into!
subJectlon The old man should be made and kept sub-

And there is a’ perpetual

- fection..

“Gnay halrs are here and there 'upon hiim, yet he knoweth not. "—Hosea T: 9 ' : . .

Ject to the new, and alsthough the rtendency and disposi-

" tion of the -old nature is ever with us, and will be with

us, until we put off this tabernacle, yet it is our pmvﬂege
to keep the oldr man under, and to be always v'xctorlous
through .our Lord Jesus Christ:

But there are periods sometimes in the behever s lee,
or in the life:of some ‘believers, which are too ¢ommon,
when the new man seems to cease to grow, and the old
nature galins the ascendancy, and when instead of the old
man being under, rt'he new man is. undei. Then the old

man; and’-the eharacterlstlcs ‘of the old man, become ap- -
'parent in the life of one ‘who has professed faith in-
Christ. When -that -condition of life obtains it-is-ever -

true “gray hairs are here and there upon hlm, yet he
knoweth not.”
I suppose just now when there -seems to.be eomewhat

of\an epidemic of colds or “Flu,” or whatever "it may °

be called, mothers of families are particularly watchful
of the health of their children. And if they discern any
symptom that looks as though the boy or girl were taking
cold;: care is immediately taken to ward off a severer
attack," if - possible; '

‘I think a pastor ough't in relatlon to this people to be -

very much like a mother in.relation to her children,—

always careful of their spiritual health; always concerned-. -

lest they. should be led astray, and become mcapacltated
for the service of the Lord,

And so T take ‘this fext thls morning in order 'tha't we )

may look: into the mlrror, and see whether we can fmd

"any gray hairs.

I do not suppose there are any people ‘here who have so
completely. subdued: the old nature as to prafess that they
have no old man left!.
boast of ‘the eradication of the old nature. My.observa-
tion .leads me to believe that their boast is really based
upon a case of mistaken identity: it is not the old nature
that is enadicated. _And I am bound to confess that
among the meanest and crookedest people I think I have
ever met.in my flife have been people who professed per-
Perhaps they needed to profess something in’
order to make theimselves tolerable in decent society.
ordinary people admit that we have not reached perfec-
tion here, although it is our privilege by 'grace to be v1c—
torious over the old nature.

I heard of a company of ministers discyssing their
-experiences on one occasion, and the question. of the.use
of tobacco came up. One man boasted that from the day
he was converted his desire to smoke had been com-
pletely eradicated; but an old m1n1ster present sa1d
“I have been a disciple of the Lord now for many years”
—I forget the length of time, forty years or more."

I have known a few such, who -

But -

RN
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“Before I was converted I was a greal smoker. As
soon as I received the Lord I gave up the use of the
weed; but I have to confess that I need even now.to
be on my guard, that I am not even yet immune to the
attraction of the smell of a good cigar,” In some cases
partlcular habits are overcome, and the desire may be

removed. In other cases they remain, but grace is glven

to overcome.
L

Now let us look at this picture. WHAT ARE SOME OF
THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE OLD MAN? We have in
Ecclesiastes an inspired picture of declining st.renglt'h,
the coming on of old age; and I shall have that in mind
this morning as I try to expound the principle of this
text.

One of. the evidences of increasing age, not infre-
quently, is dullness of hedring.

I think it was on the occasion of his last visit here,
my late friend, Dr. A. C. Dixon, now in the glory, said
to me, “I should like you to take me to the best aurist
you have in the city. I find that I am becoming some-

what dull of hearing, and I should like to see what can -

be done for it.” I took him to a specialist; and sat in
the car awaiting his return. After a little while he came
_ out, bright and happy as usual. I said, “Well, what did
the doctor say?’ ‘Oh, he said it is just Anno Domini—
nothing the matter with me except that I have had too
many birthdays.”

You are growing a little older ,and your hearmg ls not -

as acute as it used to be. When the old man is in the

ascendancy in the believer’s life his spiritual hearing be-

comes somewhat dull. He is not as responsive as once
he was to the whisper of the still, small voice. The
Spirit has been grieved; he has become used to the sound
of the alarm clock, and it does not wake him up as once

it did. -Conscience is- less acute in making its accusa- .

tions. The word of God does not stir him as once it did.
There was a time when it was almost impossible for him
to open his Bible without feelmg some rebuke from its
holy pages which led him to desire a closer walk with
.God; and he saw some particulars in which he ought to
put off the old man with his deeds. But now, if indeed
he turns to the Book at all, it does not speak to him with
the same accusing voice. It speaks, but he does not
hear it: he pays little attention to it. There was a time
when if he went tochurch any faithful exposition of
the word of God would be sure to smite him, and make

him feel that God was speaking, and he would become

conscious of something in his life that needed some
measure-of correction, and he would then and there, by
God’s grace, resolve that the principle of that admoni-
tion should be applied. But.now when he listens to a
sermon, no matter how faithfully the gospel is preached,
it ‘does not get beneath the surface with him; he does
not hear its voice of admonition, expostulatlon, or
exhortation. i

You remember the sweet story of the child Samuel in
the temple. When Eli was fast asleep the child heard a
voice, and he went to the seer and judge, and said, “Here
am I; for thou calledst me. And he said, I called not;
lie down again. And he went and lay down. And the
Lord called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose and
went to -Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call
me. And he answered, I called not, my son; lie down
again.” “And the Lord called Samuel again.the third
time.” And it was not until vt'he: third time that EIli

perceived that the. Lord was calling him. The old man
did not hear the call, but the child did. -

Is your hearing dull? Is it a fact that the Bible does
not speak to you as once it did? Perhaps the example of
some saintly Christian does not admonish you as it did
formerly. The sermon and the song do not stir you as
they used to do. Is it a fact that you are becoming dull
of hearing, spiritually? I cannot say. We must each
determine that for ourselves.. But if it be so you had
better be on' your guard.

Do not blame the preacher for your inability to hear.
Dr. Thomas, my predecessor, once told me an interesting’
story. He said there was a man who was a member of
Jarvis Street, who lived somewhere in the western part
of the City. He attended a Bible class in another
church Sunday afternoon because it was nearer his .
home. The teacher of the Bible Class one Sunday said,
“I should like the members of the class to offer some
suggestion as to how we may make this class more
interesting.” To which this Jarvis Street’s member,
now growing old, replied, “Well, you might speak a
little louder. It would make it more interesting for me.c

.My own Pastor does not speak as distinctly as once he

did.” It was the preacher’s fault? No!
Domini with the hearer!

I{ may be, dear friends, that there are some ev1dences
of increasing age with you, and that gray hairs are here
and there upon you, and yoil know it not. Ask that ques-
tion of yourself. !

Another invariable accompaniment of the passage of
time is @ dimness of sight. As people become older their
power of vision wanes somewhat, and after a certain
age they need glasses to assist them. Some people, of
course, with weaker vision need them earlier than others.

ut as we grow older we find that our sight changes.
We cannot see afar off as once we could, nor can we
see things that are near as closely as we could.

As the man grows older he says, “I think I shall have
to get a Bible with a little larger print, because I can not
read as easily as once I did.”. You all know about that.
Many of us are quite old enough to be able *bo understand
that experience.

So, too, when ‘the old man gains the upper handl in the.

It was Anno

believer’s life, invariably he loses the keenness of vision

which once characterized him. “He that lacketh these
things”—that is, the man who has failed to “add to his
faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge” and so-on, “for
if these things be in you, and abound, they make you
that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ”—*but he that lack-
eth these things is blind, and cannot see afar off.”
When Christ rea‘lly reigns through righteousness and
the new man 'is in the ascendancy, a man views life with
a spiritual perspective, he sees the things of time in
relation to the things of eternity; and thus accurately
appraises the vanity of all earthly things. He discovers
that they have not the value he once supposed they had,
because he has learned to look for a c1rty which hath
foundations whose Builder and Maker is God. And so,

-while he looks not at the things which are seen, but at

the things which are unseen, while he recognizes that
the things tha"l', are seen are temporal, and that the things
that are unseen are eternal, the light afflictions of life
work out for h1m ‘a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory”. . That verse to which I have just re-
ferred is very o;ﬁben quoted apart from its context.
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People glibly say, “Our light afflictions, which are but
for a momemt, work out for us a far more exceeding
and eternal 'weaght of glory.” As a fact, however, such
weight of glory is worked out for us only *“While we look
not at the thmgs which are seen, but at the things which
are unseen.’

I have known people who have been sorely afflicted
and bereaved, or who have suffered some pecuniary loss,
who have become bitter. Their light affliction did not
work out for them an exceeding weight of glory. They
were rebellious. Many professing Christians do not face
the contrary winds willingly. Afflictions have the reverse
effect upon them: they do not. sweeten them in the least.
There is, perhaps, no surer test of the genuineness of
our spirituality than the effect which reverses and sor-
rows have upon,us. If we are really the Lord's, they
mellow, soften, sweeten, and brighten us. The afflicted
soul is a diamond upon. the lapidary’s wheel, being pol-

ished so that it will reflect the glories of the sun. The .

verse I have quoted is conditional: “Our light affliction,
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding and éternal weight of glory; while we look not
at the thmgs which are seen, but at the things which
are not seen.”

It depends upon the relation of the diamond to the
wheel of the lapidary. It depends upon how we meet
our sorrows and afflictions as to whether they have a
sanctifying effect upon us or not. And our view of
these thmgs will largely depend upon the keenness of
our vision. But when the old man is uppermost, the
man loses the true perspective of life, and being shut

up to his, present distress, he can see no good in it at

all. Hence he becomes bitter and unlovely in character.

I love to see a sweet old age, do you not?—an old man
or an old woman who has become sweet and amiable in
old age. An ugly, crotchety, bad-tempered, person is not
attractive even in youth, but of all the ugly things in the
world, is there anything to equal old age out of tune with
God? Oh, how ugly it can be!

Have you not stood sometimes in utter amazement as

' you have seen what professing Christians can do? I

have been a minister now for some years, and I give this
as my testimony: I have never observed such conduct in
publicans and sinners—people who make no profession
of relig-ion—a;s- I have seen c,haracterlze professing Chris-
tians in whom “the old man” was so prominent that no
one could gee any new man there. Is that not true? And
that comes about from dimness of vision; or rather it is
itself a symptom of spiritual decline. Av]l life is out of
joint because the man cannot see clearly.

Another sign of old age is failure of appetite. You
know what Barzillai said when David invited him to go
to Jerusalem: “I am this day fourscore years old: and
can I discern between good and evil? can thy servant

-taste what I eat or what I drink. I am so old that
. everythmg tastes alike to me. I havesno appetite left.”

Do you not love to see heallthy children eat? Ido. I

.suppose they need some regulation, and sometimes need

to be told what they ought not to. eat. But I have a
picture of a Christmas supper we had for one of the
departments of the school—I do not.know whether the
Juniors or the Intermediates—but that nfight I remem-
ber they served sandwiches with other things. I can see
the teachers .and others going about like a company of
ants — or uncles, whichever you like — bearing those
plates. And I remember one man’s coming back with two

empty plates, and he put them down, and said, “I give
up. I cannot fill them up!” It seemed as though there
was no limit to their capacity.

Oh, what a blessing it is to see people hungering and
thirsting after righteousness, growing in grace and in
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ!

I have sat at the table sometimes with a family, with
the father at the head of the table, a big man. One would
think it would take a good deal to sustain so large a
frame. But around the table there were boys-and girls,
just in their teens. And how the plates came back again
and again! -

I recall being in a home years ago where there were -
two children, a boy and a girl. The girl was older than
the boy, and she had a wonderfully good appetite, far
better than the boy. The little girl was called Dorothy,

. and the little boy called her “Dorse”. Full of mischief,

he would watch his sister’s plate, and when it was
empty he would say, “Back up your wagon, Dorse”. And
Dorothy would find in that an invitation for sending her
plate back for another helping. How delightful it is to
see growing children satisfying a hearty appetite! You
know how growing children need to be fed, don’t you?
More food is required for a growing child sometimes
than for a man who hds really attained his full stature.

Is it not a delightful thing to see Chrlstlan people
growing ? children of God, about the Father’s’table, rav-
enously hungry’—hungemng and thirsting -after right-
eousness, with the certainty of being filled. I remember
reading in one of Spurgeon’s sermons a remark to this
effect: When a man has a very dainty appetite, and is
not very hungry, when he sits down at the table he is
likely - to be very pernickety. If there is a little bit of
gristle in the meat he cuts it out and puts it on one side.
Or if there is anything that is not just to his taste that
iz put on one side also. But the healthy man draws his
knife through it, puts the meat on his fork, and away
it goes, gristle and all!

Sometimes people who come to church are so nice that
nothing can satisfy them. They do not like “long” ser-
mons; nor do ‘they like long chapters in the Bible either. -
They are very delicate, and they seem to think that that
is an evidence of superiority. I have sometimes felt like
the late Dr. Fulton®one of the great preachers of Am-
erica. When he was delivering an address, a great
address it was too, one night before a large audience,
there were some people who were soon satisfied. And
after a while they got up with a superior air to go out.
The preacher noticed them and said, “That is right. If
you are only a pint measure, go home as soon as you
are full.”

I wonder are any of you losing your appetite? If so,
why? Just hold up the mirror of God’s Word before
your soul, and enquire, “Are the gray hairs here and
there upon me? Are there dlscermble some signs of
the old man in me?”

A friend of mine told me he once heard Archibald
Brown preach. I do not know the connection in which
he used this illustration, but Mr. Brown said, “We have
in our garden a certain weed that we call ‘the qld man'.”
Do you English people know what that is? It was never -
suggested that anyone should make a bottle of perfume
of that, was it? And did you ever work in your garden
and lay hold of a bit of that weed? Oh, the odor of it!
And you can secarcely wash it off. How it clings about
you! Mr. Brown described that disagreeable weed, the
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- “old man”.
. when mother was not in'a very good humour. And one
. of them said, “A’ bit of ‘thé old man’ about mother!”.

~ )
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Then he 1n\1ag1ne'd 'bhe chlldiren oomulé in

At another time “father was short-tempered, and up-
setting the household: generally And mother remarked,
“A bit of ‘the old man’ about father to-day.” Oh yes,
there is too much of “the old man” about all o‘f us. "~

The loss of ‘memory is atiother sign of increasing age.

' You *have heard ‘someone .say, “I used to have.a good

 and forget not all his benefits.”
"God 1is to you.

memory.” Why tave you not now? . “L suppose,” he
rephes, “it is-because I'am getting older.” Yes; that is
one of the signs of increasing age—failing memory.

~ I was in a place one day when ‘an old man of ninety .
came in- to V]slt the man whom I was visiting., ,This

man’s name was- Mr.-Jack.
gomery would remember the family).
“How many ‘children have you, Mr. Jack?”,
said, “let me~see.”,. And he counted twelve or thlrteen
I forget just how many * “Oh,” he said, “a blg family!”
“Ah yes, a big famuly ”

(I think perhaps Dr. Mont-
My friend said,

_remained. "But in a short while he came “back and said;
R | forgot there is another- one”'
‘of ‘his' own children—he was so old!

He -had '.forgotten one

TIs -your _memory failing? . You remember Ihow the
Psalmist exhorted his.soul: “Bless the Lord, O my soul,
‘Do not forget how good
When you,find your spiritual memory

- failing you -may be sure there is oo™ much of the old

. to you?

man -about- you.

Are you in.a grumbhng and complalnmg mood this- :
niorning % Are you out of. sorts with life generally" Did |

you get out of the wrong side of the bed this morning?
What is the matter with you? [Has flot God been good
Can 'you complain against God? Oh, no—no

—no! - Then what are you ‘grumblng sbout? or, as the

- soldiers used to say “grousing” about? I will tell you.
You have forgotten some of His beneﬁts

“Count your b'lesungs, name them one by one -
And it will surprlse you_ what 'bhe Lord hath done ”

Cultivate the memory. v

There is a little girl who 'comes to prayer meetmg who -

gave us last night the third 1nsta1ment of the eleventh
chapter of John. She recités many verses at a time. T

. recommend you boys and girls to commit the word of

God to memory while you are young, for, you will find-

it easier to remember while you are children than when
you grow older, far easier.

. "Oh-that -God would help us to “put on the new.man”! .
Then we should be able to remem’ber H1s benefrbs —an'd ‘

" His Word too.

" said to me one day, “I always take a nap:™ “Did you-

- this bed ",

How many -things I might sayJ )
What do you do after dinmer? I have a frlend who

always do it?” "“No; no! When I was younger I did
not need it.” -1 know a certain minister with® whom I
have been associated for a number of years. I have
been with ‘him .on co'mmvittees- many times. Often the
committee have met in my room in a ‘hotel. Sometrmes
_we would' meet hmmedlately after lunch, ‘between a morn-
Ting and afternoon session of a conventlon

mittee ; it will not disturb me. I am going fo appropriate

fast asleep for, a'bout ten mmutes, ‘then wake up as_fr_e_sh
asmthemornmg R ,

-, "

.

SWell,” he ,

-After a while he went out. I . youth.-

»olumb 'but if. possible, to fly; like an.eagle into the

it “prudence” or “caution”.’

-one'

.And this -

1d say, “Now, 'brethren, go on thh your. com-
‘mittee: it % " Thete are no fears in the way for “him,
And he would.throw himself. down and be " .
* But it is characberlsuc of yo'uth that it is not afraid of -

pitfalls. It goes on-its way fearlessly But when a'man. -

I suppose it is a good thing.' I have never formed
the habit yet—I want to- keep young! . But there are
some ‘people who do that after a meal on the word of

. God: they read it and after they thave-had some spiritual
- food, instead of going out to work, they promptly go to
-sleep, and dé nothing at all.

They take an. after-dinner
nap, and as a rule it 1s more than ben mnnutes, they
sleep on."

The .old man a!lso is. “afraid of tha,t whzch 8 hzgh"

walking aflong the fence -at ‘the back. Now can _you tell

there is-a good sidewalk to walk on? Why should a
crowd of boys want to get up on a fenee and walk along

a scantlmg four inches wide, when there is plenty of - - -

C June 1, 1850 .

. There are some boys who live not very far:from where
I live, and I have séen them; néarly-a dozen at a. mme,'

.me why Fboys want to walk on the *bop of a fence when

room on the ground?. Did you ever see a boy who did |

not want. to get to the top of a very high- tree, if there
was a way of getting there? -It is charactenstlc of
It is always aspiring. Tt wants not only to

clouds. But when a man grows old he _says, “Oh yes,
my boy, I used to do that myself; but now I keep on the

ground ”  And oh, how he does keep to the ground! He )

is afraid of that which is high. -

How many ‘Christian people there are 'who are afrald
of ‘that which is high. - There was a time when they

were like a certain old man——who was young—of whom

I spoke to you a little while ago, who on his eighty-fifth

: b'lrbhday said, “I am as strong this day .as I was on the
day that Moses' gent me: as my strength was then, ‘even- .
so is my strength now, for war, both to go out, and to.

come in. Now therefore g'1ve me this mountain, whereof

" the Lord spake in that day. I am not afraid of the high

thmgs T will climb the mountain” yet. I will show you’

“that I'am still young' ‘even if I.am e1g‘hty-fave years of

age ”

Ah yes, when the new man is regnant within us, there
is no mountain that we do not desire to c'hmlb and not
con'tent ‘with that, we miust mount up with wings as

" eagles, and-run and not be weary, and walk-and not faint.-

Are you ‘afraid of the high places? Do you not re-

flect that all spiritual blessings await our appropriation _ .

in-high or heavenly places? It ds extraord:mary -how
prudent some people become in. the Lord’s work! = Oh
yes, the man says, “Of course, -I did that myself, when I
was young, but now—now—now—be careful!”
Really- “the old man” -is
b_écomin'g “afraid of that which. is high”. _
man” sometimes prevails in.the counsels of the church
instead of the new man. Do’ not be afraid of tha'l: whloh
is high. : :

-Onee more, in hfes eventlde, “fears are'in. the wa,y" o

. Have you seen a_boy face the' darkness? He just runs *
out. [He cannot seé whereé he is going, but apparentl'y it:

- does not much matter.

- He gallops along heedlessly. .

If he falls he w111- get up again.

How many of you drive’ ‘motor cars?

when you are driving a car? I will tell you what bothers

He calls -
And “the old .-~

What fills. you .with more fear than anythmg clse

me more than anything. else. A boy on a Ib1cyc1e He .

He dodges ‘in and out.
I sometimes
wish:, there “wére... He" would be a llttle more ‘eareful.

does -not know what fear is.
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grows older how careful he becomes of his footlng' Per-
haps he carries a. stick, and partly feels his way like a
blind ‘man.

Are you old? " Is it about tlme for somebody to “cane”
you? Do you want somebody to present you with a

. stick? I carry a stick myself when I"am not driving.

" How proud he is!

But I have carried one since I was in my "teens—I find
it company. I-do not really need one, and I Jhope you
will not either.

the Lord’s work.

And then -did you notlce that other word -as it was
read? “And' the grasshopper shall be a burden.” A
young man likes to carry a load. Have you not seen a
little boy take hold of ‘something: “See-what I can lift!”
And the young fellow likes td have
a big load on his back. “Now be careful!” one of his
elders says, but he rep11es “Oh, pile it on. I can carry
more than that: more than that!”
But'when the man grov'vs old, he does not want to carry

- any load. And the time comes when even a grasshopper

thing on him, it will hurt him.”

"a redeefmed soul.
_ uppermost.

is 'a burden to him.

‘Did you ever see a young man grow orld quickly? Per- '

haps he taught a Sunday School class. ' It was easy for
him’to get up in,the morning; easy for him to go visit-
ing; easy for him to do a hundred things in the Lord’s
service. ‘But after a while he said, “I find it is too much
for me.” Sudden'ly he becomes very anxious about his
health, and he glves up ! this task and the other duty, and
after a while. he is put on the shelf in- the church as
everybody says, “Sh! do not touch.him; do not put.any-
And if one.hears a
grasshopper leapmg about he is almost afraid it will
crush the poor fellow if it should light on him.’ ths1ca;11y
he is strong enough. “What is the matter? The old. man
is in the ascéndancy, that is all.

And you cannot wake him up because desire shall fail.

"He sleeps half his time now; he does not want to dd'

anything. He gets hig breakfast, and sleeps again till

noon; has a bit of something to eat at noon, and then

another nap; and maybe hé will. wake up :in time for
dinner,. and! then g0 to bed. Desire had failed, ambition
is dead.

Many professmg Ohrlstlan people are like that. One
would really. thinik that eating and sleeping, the thihgs
of this life, were all there are to engage the attention of

“Gray hairs are here and there upon him,
and he knoweth not:” . .-

IL.

Wiell, WHAT ARE You GOING TO DO . WITH AN OLD
MAN" If somebody could onlv find "the fountain of .
youth!
elixir 6f perpetual youth! If an expert scientist shoufld
discover that by the graftmg of a particular gland some-
where a map’s youth could be renewed, and the man of

forty or f1fty could bécome again like a man of twenty- -

‘otie!’ " Do 'you suppose:that man “would have to advertise

_his discovery? I do not think so. There are multitudes.

of men who would like to be yotuing again. There may
be a few women too! I aminclined to think that if

... .science could discovér some -means of renewing our
. youthrby puttmg off the old man and putting on the new, '

there would be no difficulty in getting people ‘to turn

their steps ‘toward the place where such reJuvenatmg )

power could lbe o’btamed But blessed be ‘God, we may

N

But réligiously, the man of, 'farbh will .
not be a man of fear: he will be fearless, and-go on in’

He is not’ afraid.’

If only someone-could discover the long-desured'

renew our-youth. Some of ‘the youngest men I have
known have been the oldest. I have known some men
who were octogenarians, who would put boys in their
'teens to shame by their spiritual activity.~ There is.
no. reason why we should grow old, dear friends. The
new- man ought never to grow old. We ought to grow °
_up into Christ and go on—and on—and on with Him
forever
Let us have ‘done with the old. man.

Will it help to pull out' the gray hairs? You have

done it already, some of you; have you not? Now ‘“fess .

up”! But now there are too many of them: Or, if you
have not done that, you have done something: to colour
or to cover them up, but no bne is really deceived by
such practices.. What we need is something within us
to prevent the hair becoming gray, we need to be linked
to a fountain of perpetual youth.

We read in the Song of Solomons where the spouse
sings of her beloved, that “his locks are bushy and black
as a raven”—not'a gray hair there. - Forever young,
though the Ancient of days. And we can draw upon
Him, and live in perpetual youth. -

May the Lord help us who are Chnstlans to keen close
to Him. And as for the rest of you. receive Jesug Christ,

and be made-a new creature in Christ, and old things,

and old age, will pass away_ forever, and we shall be
everlastmgly young in Him. .
May He bless our meditation for His name’s lake ‘

Let us pray:

We. thank Thee, Lord, that Thou dost never admonish’
us, nor rebuke us in any way for our sin without encourag-
ing us to repent and return to Thee. Thou dost promise
us & renewal-of strength, and of spiritual vitality. Oh
make us all ‘as young- men and women before Thee,
vigorous in our spiritual life, exuberant ih our spiritual
health, because we abide in Him Who is the Fountain of
}g;, and the Fountain of health, . We ask it in Jesus’ name,

en. .

. . FILL. THE ‘SPACES
Select a large box, and place in it as many cannon
. balls as it will hold, and it is. after a fashion, full: but
it will hold more if smaller matters be found. Bring a-’
quantity of marbles; very many of these may be packed
into the spaces between the larger globes; the box is
now full, but”still only in a sense; it will contain more
yet. -There are interstices in abundance into which you

\

Whiy is it? Because the old man is’ may shake a conslderable quantity of ,small shot. and

now the chest is full beyond. all question; but yet there-
is'room. . You cannot put in another shot or marble,
much less another ball; bit you will find ‘that geverdl -
pounds of sand will slide down' between the larger ma-
terlals, and even then between the granules of sand, if
you ‘empty a jug, there will be goace for, all the ‘water,

and for the same®quantity several times repeated ‘Where "'

there is no space for the great, there may be room for
the little; where ithe little cannot entér, the less can
make its way; and where the less is shut out, the least
of all may find ample room. So. where time is..as we
. may- say, fully-océupied, there -must be stray moments,
occasional intervals and snatches, .which might hold a
vast amount of little usefulness in the course of months—
and years.” What a wealth of minor good. as we think
it %o be, might be shaken down into the 1nterst1ces of ten

years’ work, which might prove to be .as precious :in . .
result by the grace of God, assthe greater words of the .

_same period.’ .
—C. H. SPURGEON.

®n7 .
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. The Elarﬁia" Street Jnlpit
'SPIRITUAL WRESTLEBS

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields

- Preached in Jarv1s Street Baptlst Church, Toronto, on a Sunday morning.
- _ (Stenographically Reported)’

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.
“Put on the whole armour of God that we may be able to stand against the

wiles of the devil.

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against ‘
powers, agdinst the rulefs of the darkness of this world against spiritual wwkedness

in heavenly places.”—Ephesians 6:10-12

HE Christian la-fe is a pilgrimage; it ought to be a

life of continuous progress. God did not bring His
people out of Egypt to die in the wilderness: He brought
them out that He might bring them in; He brought them
out of the land of bondage that He might fulfil the
promise He had made to their fathers, and make them
the inheritors of a land “flowing with milk and honey”.
The Christian life is not one of deprivation. The Lord
Jesus did not come into the world to make us poor, but
to make us rich: “God sent not his Son into the world
to condemn the world; but that the world through him
might be saved.” ‘He did not come to make our faces
long, but to make them broad. He did not come o empty
life of every element of sweetness; but so to order our
lives that, being His guests, we should confess that the
better things come fo us as we go on with Him.

But you will recall that when the children of Israel
came to Kadesh-Barnea,-and the land of promise was
immediately in prospect, they were filled with fear be-
cause of the strength of the people of the land, and in-

stead of going into their inheritance turned back again

_to their wilderness experience. ' For forty years they
journeyed, making no real progress; and of the older
generation who came out of Egypt only Joshua and Caleb
really entered into the land of promise.” I know it is a
commonplace to remind you of it,—but I am afraid that
that is a picture of the Church of Christ in all ages.
While many are delivered from Egypt, pass under -the
‘blood, are “baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the
gea,” drink of the Rock, and are fed with the spiritual
manna, and have some few victories over Sihon and Og,
they never cross the Jordan into the full possession of
their inheritance .in Christ. A great number of believers
live always below their privileges—in some measure we
all do. You will recall the distinction “the Apostle Paul
makes in his first Epistle when he describes the Corin-
thians as- being not spiritual but carnal. By which he
did not mean that they were subject to any gross or
sensual form of sin; but that they viewed life from the
carnal plane, that the natural mind was dominant, that
the standards of the natural world were the standards
by which their life and conduct were regulated; and that
they had not come to appreciate their higher privileges
in Christ, as He designed they should. In this Epistle
to the Ephesians the Apostle Paul leads us to very high
ground. He said to the Corinthians that he had spoken
to them as unto carnal people, “as unto babes in Christ”,
as to those who had- not grown up into Christ in all

things. But the Epﬁtle to the Ephesians is evidently
written to those who have learned much of divine grace,
and who know something of -the experiences of those
who sit in heavenly places with Christ Jesus. He ad-
dresses them in this text as wrestlers, as those who have
found life a con\fllct and it is of that aspect of: Christian
experlence I want to speak to you for a little while this
morning. }

I

To begin with, OUR TExT IDENTIFIES THE FOES AGAINST
WHICH  THE TRUE ‘CHRISTIAN MUST CONTEND., Every one
of us has’ had experience of wrestling, if indeed, we are
the Lord’s. We have discovered that we cannot be car-
ried to the skies on flowery beds of ease; we have dis-
covered that thoughwe should like a life of tranquility,
it is not easily posses\sedl and that if we are to make any
progress at all we shall have to contend for every foot
of the way. If I were to ask for a show of hands this
morning I have no doubt that every one of you would
say, “Well, you need not spend further time in discussing
that principle. We know what you are talking about.
Go on.” We are all wrestlers; but some of us are dis-
posed to think that we do wrestle against flesh and bléod.
Is there an awkward man in the office where you work?
Is there somebody in your home who sometimes makes
it difficult for you to shout, Hallelujah? Is it not true
that one of the problems of life is that of getting on
with people? Sometimes we do appear fo have real
adversaries clothed with flesh and blood. Paul is not
disputing that; he had his full share of it. Read the

'story of his .experience with- men, and you will find that

he is not one whit behind any one of us. What he means
is this: not that we have not to wrestle against flesh and
blood—we’ have: “For ‘the’flesh lusteth against the
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are
contrary the one to the other!” We have to wrestle
agams’t our owrn flesh and blood, and sometimes we have
to contend with men. But what he means is that behind
these incarnations of evil there are spiritual powers who
are our real enemies, and that it is with these we have
to contend if we are to make progress in the Christian
life.

. You will observe that he i3 speaking of “the heavenly
places”: “He hath raised us up together, and made us
sit together in the heavenlies: in Christ Jesus.” That is
where we ought to be living. If we are content: wwh,
living upon the carnal plane, content to remaxn babes in.
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the Fathers house‘hold .then perhaps We may escape
some of these more strenuous experiences; but if ‘we
cross the Jordan and get into the land of promise, the

- real fighting will begin. On the wilderness side, T sug-

gested just now, the people of God did have some few
victories: but the real warfare began when they entered
into the land of promise. And the real battle beginsg for
the Christian in the hour when he resolves that he will
accept God’s plan for him; t‘hart he will enter into the
land of promise; that he w1ll possess every foot of that
land in the name of the Lord. The moment he begins
that he will discover that the Cariaanites, and the Hit-
tites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, and all the other
enemies’ of that land will .dispute his passage, and he

- will have to begin his real wrestling there. Is that an
explanation for some of you young Christians? You

expected smooth sailing; you anticipated a paved streeét,
patrolled by heavenly policemen, where no one would be
permitted to disturb your peace, to upset your plans, to
dispute your progress; and you say to me this morning,
“Pastor, the more,I pray ‘the worse it gets. I.address
myself to the Word of God, and I say I will now seek
this day to allow my life to be fashioned by the principles

.of that Book; and I have scarcely crossed the ‘threshold

of my own house when I discover that everything is
against me.” That is the reason: “We wrestle not
against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, a against the rulers of the dlarkn-ess of
this world, against spiritual wickedness.- in -heaven]y
places.” And as sure as any of us seek to realize in
our own experlences the divine purpose of grace, we shall
come to an experience.such as Paul here describes of
wrestling and conflict all the way along.

Now that is rather a superstitious view of things, 'is
it not? People do not believe there is a real devil, now, do

‘they? The Apostle Paul believed in the existence of

spiritual adversaries who were organized in the heavenly

places; and who were set in opposition to the progress of ,

the soul. I do not think I should be doing violence to
the text to suggest that there is a real organization of
spiritual powers. When Israel went into Canaan you
remember they found that certain cities were possessed,
commanded, officered by certain men; great fortresses
were under the control of certain great giants; and they
had :definitely to make war upon the principalities. There
were princes in those lands who were prepared to hold
fast their possession. This is the truth which our Lord
Jesus warned us of when He said: “When a strong ‘man
armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace.” You
have set yourself to accomplish a certain ‘thing in the
name of the Lord, perhaps to win a particular man for
Christ; and it has seemed as-though the principalities
and; powers in the heavenly places had taken particular
possessmn of that man, as though there were an evil
m'telhgence “that was plannmg' to -defeat you 'at every
turn in the road. And that is true in this spiritual war-
fare. We have to do battle against the wisest of all
commanders—One only excepted; and it is folly for us
to suppose that we can, by the exercise of our own wis-
dom and of our own power, defeat these principalities
in the heavenly places.

They are described here as being of o pa,rtwula,r char-
acter. They are ‘“the world rulérs of this darkness.”

Darkness is the devil’s chosen weapon: “The god of this -

world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not,
lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the

image of God, should shine*unto them.” The devil will
consent to your doing anything as long as you do not
turn on the light. But there are “world rulers of thig
darkness, and when you seek to let the light of the .
gospel shine, at that moment war is declared agamst you

" from the heaven'ly places. In a few years’ experience

in the Christian minjstry I have observed that many men

who began with the simple proclamation of God’s Word,

who conceived their whole duty to be to let God’s light
shine, have turned aside to secondary matters-that wers -
good enough in themselves, but were short of God’s best.

I.believe there is a reason for that as a rule. The most
difficult thing in oll the world is to be a spiritual light-
bearer. You may engage in all kinds of service to your
fellows as long as you -make no effort to let God’s light
shine in upon the heart and conscience, and to light up
the whole plane of human life, and to show men their
relationship to God. There is nothing in the world the
devil is so much afraid of as that; and as you set about .

it in the individual life, or in any public ministry, you

will discover that the world rulers of this darkness will
summon their legions and turn them loose against you.
There is nothing, I say, the prince of ithe power of the
air, the '‘god of this world fears so much as the light
which shines in the face of Jesus Christ; and just in
proportion as we “walk in the light as he is in the light,”
shall we discover that we wrestle not merely against
flesh'and blood, but against these greater intelligences
in the heavenly places, who are equipped with powers
inestimably, incalculably superior to our own. "

Now that is a simple word, but let us take a moment
to think about it, to ask ourselves if that is true,—if,
after all, the things we see are not the real things, if
there is an invisible realm, a realm of spiritual reality;
on the one hand, a realm of light and of grace and glory;
and, on the other, a realm of .darkness, of evil power;
and that it is in that spiritual realm we are to live as
Christians; it is with these spiritual realities we have
to do, with something that is beyond the ken of the
natural man; that if apart from God we seek to obtain
the mastery of evil, then we are striving against all the
rulers of the darkness without help. O what folly! If-
the Church of Christ everywhere could realize this simple
truth, it would appear to every man that the one and
only way of victory is to prostrate ourselves before God,-
and to invoke His aid; for we are face to face with
powers against whom we have no might whatever.

1I.
Hence, having so glowingly expounded the possibilities

of the Christian life, telling them of God’s plan and

purpose here and hereafter; when he had written about
these simplé things,—of children obeying their parents,
and parents being careful not to provoke their children;
of servants carrying the principles of the gospel into
their everyday life, “not with eyeservice, as men pleasers;
but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from
the heart,” thus living before Him; and for masters to
remember they have a Master in rheaven—a'fter dealing
with these simple and practical matters, ere he closes
his Epistle. Paul seems to have considered, “Now what
shall I say to give effect to all my teaching?” It is this:
“FINALLY MY BRETHREN, BE STRONG IN THE LORD, AND
IN THE POWER OF His MIGHT;” and he reverts to what
has been implied in all his teaching when 'he touches
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upon the text I have been discussing,—he reminds them

of their. wrestling in the heavenly places; but he says, “I -

°tlirow wide thé door into another realm, and.I show

*  you the possibilities of victory: ‘Be 'strong in- the Lord,
Put on /the whole_

and in the power of his mlght

. armour of God.'”

-I haye not tlme this- mormng to speak of the armour,
of-the elements of. this divine panoply. : “Stand there-

. fore, havmg your loins girt about with truth, and having
* on the bréastplate of righteousness; and- your “feet shod
- with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above- all;

taking the shield of faith, wherew1th ye shall be able
_to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And.take
“the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,

_“which- is 'the ‘word of God.” There is the Christian’s

armour-—having your loins girt &bout with truth, havmg

on the breasttplate ‘of righteousness, the shield of faith,"

the. helmet. of salvatlon and taking - the ‘sword of the
Spirit. .

But with 'wha,t are we to use the armour! “Be strongl

in the Lord, and in the power of his'might.” The fight,
T have said, is in the heavenly places but. you remember

__how Paul begins this glorious Epistle: “Blessed be the
. God and Father of our Lord Jesus ‘Christ, who hath

blessed: us with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies
in Christ.” As though the Lord had said, “It is into the

heavenlies I ‘ani going to lead you; it is into the promised -
land I -shall conduct you; and there.in that sphere of .

My appointment I'have laid up for you inestima‘ble
treasures of -spiritual grace. I have already in My plan
and purpose blessed you with all that is requisite to a
vietorious life, according as I have chosen you before

. the foundation of the world, that you should be. holy

and without blame before Me in love.”
' All the spiritual blessings we require are a'wa,ztmg us.

in ‘the heavenlies in_Christ; and as it is true that the

principalities and the powers and the rulérs of this
world’s darkness will dispute our passage and our pro-
gress into that heavenly life, it is equally true that ‘all

_heaven is ready to_equip, fo energize, to give vietory to

the man who will go on.to possess. the land. " Our- Lord

calls us to no 1mposs1b111t1es, .He challenges us to no.
_.futile campaign, to-no {ife of defeat. It is not-true what

the people of Israel said: “And they said unto Moses,
Because there were no graves in Egypt,-hast thou “taken
us away fo die in'the wilderness?” - That was not God’s

- plan: ~ He hadl—prommed v1ctory m the land.of promise.
And there is a land of promise for every one of us.. -

Peter tells us that by His divine power, ‘God hath pro-
vided, or:* glven to us “all things that pertain unto life
and godliness.” Remember, it does not say that He has
given us-all 'thmgs ‘that’ pertain “to promotlon, and éase,

" and comfort in this world; but He hds given us “all

-things, that” pertain urto . llfe and godliness.” . It may
not be possible for every man to come to the top of the

- _tree in his profession; or in his Jbusiness; it may not

be possible- for . a man to live in the kind .of house he

- desires' always; but--God -has gwen us~“all, thmgs thai

pertain unto life and godliness.” And' there is no excuse

for failure or bankruptey in the heavenly places: there.

is v1ctory for every one of -us there If we -are. defeated
it is not because God has not proyided the possrlbﬂxtles

. of. victory: “Whereby, are given unto. us~~mark this—

-exceeding ‘great and precious promises: thaf by these ye

‘'might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped -

the- corruption 'that is in the world through lust.” By

— — —
means of these exceeding gréat and precious promises

we may become partakers of the divine nature; we may
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have strength to overcorie; we may make glorlous pro- -

gress-in the heavenly places but’'it is only in the heav- -
.enly places that these: spiritual blessings are to beé

experienced.” How many people I have met who .have
said,. “Pastor, in .the experlence I most’ dreaded I have
found the- greatest joy. - I. went down into the valley;’

I went into the battle-field; I got to -the place where I°

had to carry unusual burdens; I tried t6 emulate Caleb,
and I said, Give me this mountain; and I discovered that
in that very effort ‘God came to me ‘as He never had
come to me before.. T hdd a newy realization of the
promises of God, and-a new . experience of His abound-

ences awart you: “For thy sake we are killed all ithe day
long; we are accounted as-sheep for- the slaughter.”

“The prmc1ples we have espoused and which we are en-
deavourlng to practise as Christians,” some man will say,

“have so exposed me to my competitors in business that
I am killed all the day long, I am accounted as a sheep
for the slaughter; I am as a sheep among wolves; I am

perfectly 'helpless ” Or another says, “Practise the golden_ '
* rule down'itown? actuall‘y endeavour- to .translate into

human character and conduct the principles of the Gos-
pel of Jesus? why I'am killed all the day long, when I
do that I am only as a sheep for the slaughter.”

That is the carnal view of things. Llsten'_“Nay,'i_n; .
all these things—iri my'defeats, in my.humiliations, in.

my losses; in .all these experlences which come to.me as
a Chrigtian, which make me a8 @ lamb for the slaughter,
killed all the day long—in all these thmgs ‘We are more

than conquerors through him that loved us.” It is in .

these very expenences our characters are developed; they

_bring us .new accessions of spiritual streng'th and “we

find ourselves growing up into Christ in all things.
But we can never have such: experiences apart from the

heavenly .places; ‘we can.never have it unless we attack .

the enemy on his own ground Paul believed in the

prmclple of offensive warfare.. He -was always ‘ag- ~

gressive in his attitude toward evil: “Abhor.that which
is evil;” take up a positive attitude toward it; unsheathe
your 'sword against it; go out into the bat‘t'l'e'-and fight,
havmg on ‘“the whole armour of God.” Then you will
find- in the heavenly.places there is v1ctory for you. -

I come' back to the begmn'mg of the Epistle. You will .
find that Paul always shows us a way to victory. You.

remember the story of how Joshua, when he was. about
to lead the people into the promised land had that vision
of the great warrior. How wonderfullry thrilling! He
is going. to’ go. forward now in the  name of the Lord,
and as he waits before God he sees somebody, and I think

there. came to>him a conviction that on whatever- side .~
this great Captain fought, there would‘be victory., And

Joshua tremblingly asks the questlon, “Art thou for us
or for our -adversaries?” He receives the answer, ““As

I think there was a great {I{alleIUJah in Joshua’s heart
at that- moment. He knew then that victory was certain.
And ds he walked round about the walls of Jericho he
knew he was not wrestling agamst flesh and blood, ‘and

. he' knew, too, that the weapons of his warfare were not
_carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of

strongholds; for he knew that at the head of the column

there rode the Captain of the Loid’s host, Who had never

-

. ing’ grace such as I never had anywhere else.” Of . . .~
course you had. It is in the heavenly places these experi- -

_¢aptain of the hostsof-the«Lord am.-I now ‘come;™ and - .
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lost 'a battle. How does Paul begm"
) God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
" _blessed us with all splrltual blessings in heavenly places
! in Christ.” And later im the first chapter he prays for

wish we: could learn.ito pray:like this: “Phat the God of
-our .Lord Jesus Christ, “the Father of glory, may give

o N

‘, "." ‘unto you-the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the-

- knowledge of him: the éyes of your understandung being
o - "enlightened—that you may get-a view of .the promised

+ land across the Jordan, that floweth with milk and honey.

. —ithe eyes of your understandmg being enlightened; that
) " ye'may know what is the hope of his calhng, and what
".the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,
and what is the exceeding 'greainess of hms ‘power .to-us-
} ward who believe, accoirding to the working'of his mighty
power,—according to--the energy. of the grasp of His
. - might—which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him
. ‘from- the dead, and.set him at his own right hand in the
: heavenly places, far above all principality, and power,
and mlght' and dominion, and every name that is.named,

not onjy in this world, but also in that which is to come:
} . —far above it all is He, and He says, I am praying that
. you may - enter into an experience of that power which

.. -caused Him to trlump'h over ‘the rulers of this world’s
" darkness, and set Him at His own right hand in the
heavenly places—and hath put all things under his feet,—
’ what did He make.you for? He said, “Have dominion.”
- “Thou madest him to have dominion’ over the-works of
[ thy hands.” “But now we &ee not -yet' all things put
under him. But we .see Jesus,” Who is the Pledge, the
Promise, the divine Guarantee that all things shall be
put under our feet; even as they are put under His, and
that- we shall have the victory through our Lord Jesus
y Christ: “Thanks be unto God—can you say it this morn-
ing ?—Thanks be unto God, which giveth us the victory
through our Lord - Jesus Chrlst ” ‘Who always causeth
us to triumph in Him.

May He help us to carry this simple word with us .into
‘the office, and the shop, that boys and girls may know

" and remember that it is in connection with obeying’
father and mother, face to face with that duty and alt

the ' difficulties involved in it that we are .exhorted to -

. take unto us “the whole.armour of God:” 1T say it again,
let parents’ remember when ‘their children try their
patience, that there is, victory promised in the Word of
the Lord.” Servants also with their masters and masters
with their servants—just in the dull, drab, workaday

" .. world, there spiritual mastery of evil powers is possible.
It is promised everybody, in every relationship of life;
if only we live in the heavenly places we may invoke the

=i~ . ,: . ministry  of heavenly powers; and, triumphing through-

*Christ, wé may live on .mlllk and honey still. M—ay the

- Lord help ussotodo T ) .

e

“Blessed be the

-'these Ephesian ‘Christians, and what is his prayer? J

‘ i J . among men; he must be willing to suffer every reproach
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MARTYRDOM OF WILLIAM HUNTER

ILLIAM HUNTER-: had been trained .to the doc-

trines of the Reformation from his earliest youth,
bemg descended from religious parents; who carefully
mstructed ‘him in the principles of true religion.

Hunter, then nineteen years’'of age, refusing to re-
ceive the Communion at Mass, ‘was threatened to be
brought before the bishop; to whom this valiant young
martyr was conducted by a constable. -

Bonner caused William to be bmught into a chamber
where he- began to reason with ¢him, promising him
security and pardon if he would recant. . Nay, he would
have been dontent if he would-have gone only to receive
and to confession, but William would' not do so for all

“ the world.

- Psalm, until he came to these words,. “The sacrifices

" heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise.”

Upon this the bmhop comrmandledJ hls men to put
Wililam in the stocks in hw gate house,” where he sat
two days and nights, with d crust of brown bread and a
cup of cold water only, which he did not fouch.

At the two days’ end, the bishop came to him, and
fmdmg him steadfast in the faith, gent him :to the
convice prison, and commanded the’ keeper to lay 1rons
upon him-as many as he could bear.” He continued in
prison three . quarters of a year, during which time he
had been before .the fblshop five times, besudes the time
when he was condemned in the consistory in St. Paul’s,
February 9th, at which "time his brother, Robert Hun- -
ter :was present.

Then the bishop, calling William, asked him if.he
would recant, and finding he was unchangable, pro-
nounced sentence upon-him, that he should go from that
place 40 Newgate for a time, and thence to Brentwood
there to be burned.

About a month a{'terward William was sent down to
Brentwood, where He was to be executed. On coming
to ‘the stake ‘he knelt down'and read the Fifty-first

. R

of God are a broken Splrlt a broken-and -a contrite
Steadfast in re-
fusmg the Queen’s pardon, if he would become an-apos-
tate, at length one Richard Ponde, a balhff came,. and
made ‘the ¢hain. fast about him.

William now cast his psalter into his ‘brother’s hand,
who said, “Wllham, thmk on_the holy passion of Christ,
and be not-afraid of death.” "“Behdld,” answered Wil-
liam, “I am not afraid.” '‘Then he lifted up his hands’
to heaven, and said, “Lord, Lord, Lord, receive my
spirit;” and casting down his' head again into 'the _

" smothering smoke he yielded up his life for ‘the. tru’oh -

sealing it with- his blood to the praise of God.
—Foxe’s Book of Ma,rturs

- A RESURRECTION OF CHARACTERS

-A -Christian minister must expect to Iose his repute

for Christ’s.sake; but; then, he may rest assured that
he will never lose his real honour if it be .risked for.the

- truth’s sake, and placed in the Redeemer’s hand. 'The
day shall declare the excellence of the -upright, for it

will reveal all that was hidden, and bring to light that
which was concealed. There will be a resurrection of
characters as well ag of persons. Every reputation that

- ‘has been. obscured by clouds of reproach for. Christ’s

sake, shall, be rendered glorlous when the righteous shall

'. “shme forth as the sun in the ngdom of their Father. ’f o,

—C. H SPURGEON

-
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AMONG THE CHURCHES

NOW that summer has come, at least insofar as the
Seminary calendar is concerned, it has been the
writer’s privi'lege; to vigit several of our more distant
churches, .among’ them two which he had not hitherto
seen. At Lanark, approximately fifty miles from Ot-
tawa, the capital of this Dominion, we -were happy to
have fellowship with a fine group of believers, among
whom were numbered friends new and old. Deacon
" Kear formerly a fellow-deacon at Jarvis Street, has
now put his shoulder to the wheel of the Gospel chariot:
in Lanark. Pastor and Mrs. Duckworth, both graduates
of Toronto Baptist Seminary, are putting info practice
some of the things.they learned in class, and learning
many more in building this pioneer cause. It was of
special interest to the writer as one who has been closely
associated with THE GOSPEL WITNESS, to learn that this
publication played a part in the founding of this work.
For many years a faithful reader of these pages who
stood in the old ‘ways and protested against the influx
of Modernism in the Ontario and Quebec Convention,
distributed this paper in the neighbourhood and led a
number of relativés and friends to subscribe to it.:
Though he passed to his reward several years before the-
church was founded, his unwavering testimony to the
truth of the Gospel prepared the soil for the establish-
ment of an uncompromising evangelical testimony in
Lanark. And so the quiet work of the printed page is
carried on year after year, without a fanfare of trum-
_ pets, but here and there throughout this Tand, it sows
the seed of Gospel truth and encourages lonely souls who
are set for the defense of the Gospel." .

It was a special joy to pay a return visit to the church
at Essex. The last time we visited this group of be-
lievers they were passing through the furnace of afflic-
tion, but now they feel that they are on the verge of
seasons of refreshing. Pastor Bert Qatley-Willis, recent-
ly called to lead this church, already occupies a large
place in the hearts of thé peovle and there is a spirit
of prayer. and of unity manifest. The New Canaan
work, a mission of the church some eight miles from
town, is prospering. 'There were 56 present at Sunday-
Scheol. A number from this work have been converted
and baptized. A Sunday at Essex is a strenuous one
with two preaching services, two Bible Classes, and
two brief addresses to Sunday-Schools!

The following day Rev. Clifford Rogers called for us
. and took us to the busy and beautiful town of Tilbury,
half English and half French. We admired his skill
" and foresight as chief architect and builder of the lovely
little church home. A man who can perform such mar-
vels on the proverbial shoe-string is already fully quali-
fied as both architect and minister of finance. Tt was
our joy to speak in French to "a group of interested
friends to whom the Word of God has been given in their
mother tongue. <Several of them have already made
profession of faith in.Christ and others are searching
the Scriptures whether those things are so. A group
of young people from Essex reenforced the Tilbury
friends at the English service and the offering was de-
voted to the work of the Seminary. What a joy to look
into the faces of men and women and boys and girls
who have found Christ through the mihistry of our
Seminary students. A new realization of the real extent
" of our sc¢hool work ‘is brought home to a teacher when he
sees the indirect fruits of his classes. Both Mr. and

*

" among any or all groups that may want a revival?

Mrs. Rogers are graduates and both come from Berean
Chureh, Sudbury, of which Rev. John Boyd is pastor.
Once again we gave thanks to God for these fine young
men and their wives who are not afraid to face the
hardships and trials of pioneer work on a pittance in-
stead of a isalary, seeking as their reward the winning of
souls. May their harvest be a rich one—W.S.W.

CAN REVIVAL COME THIS WAY?

. From a subscriber in New Brunswick comes a letter
containing the following query:

T am enclosing a clipping from last week's issue of
The Maritime Baptist, which is, as you know, the official
organ of the United Baptist Convention of the Maritimes;
It announces the forthcoming congress at Cleveland in
the following words:

“This is the 8th Baptist World Alliance meeting. It
will be the greatest of them all. It may very well mark
the beginning of a rebirth of Protestantism. An earth
shaking revival of real religion is on the way. It may

- have its beginning in Cleveland Public Stadium where
on other occasions commercialized sportsirival a Roman

Holiday.”. )

Can a revival begin among a mixed group of Modernists
and Fundamentalists such as will.gather in Ohio? Will
not repentance and contrition have to be in evide;gce

as
a revival ever been born in any other kind of atmosphere?

GosPEL. WITNESS is doing a valiant work and no
doubt has other important matters in hand, but I would
like to see these things discussed in its pages.

In common with believers everywhere of various de-.
nominations, we earnestly long for a great heaven-born
revival, but we are comnelled to agree with our Maritime
correspondent that it will not come through -a gigantic
denominational rally of which the leaders are almost
all committed to a position which denies the inspiration’
and authority of the Bible, makes light of the Atoning

-Blood of Christ and explains away the New Birth,

Doubtless simple, humble believers in the New Testa-
ment doctrinés of Baotists will be numbered among
the delegates to The World Baptist Alliance. but they
will have little or nothing to do with shaping jts policies
or d=irectiné_ its public’ utterances. Do the words of
the Avostle not apoly here? ‘“Be ye not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers; for what fellowship - hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what com-
munion: hath light with darkness? And what concord
hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that be-
lieveth with an infidel?” (II Cor. 6:14.f.)

We earnestly wish that it were possible for an “earth-
quaking revival of real religion” to take place at the
World Baptist Alliance. If it did come there; it would

.bring back that organization to the authority of the

Word of Gody to the old-fashioned doctiines of the Atone-
ment and the New Birth, as well as to the democracy
and autonomy of the local church under the ministry
of the Holy Spirit instead of a devendence upon ma-
chine-like human orgahizations.: This would heal the
divisions among Baptists, by bringing them. together
on the only basis of unity, the Word of God. But how
can revival of this sort visit men and organizations
which have again and again officially declared their -
opposition to the revealed will of God? n
The revival that we now know as the Reformation
did not begin with the upper ranks of the hierarchy
but in the cell of an Augustinian monk as he searched

-
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his heart and sought for the way of life. When Martin -

Luther found the Bible and the Saviour presented
there, the fire spread,across Europe to other hungry,
seeking souls. The Evangelical Revival did not begin with
the satisfied clergy of the established church but with
a group of young students at Oxford, called in derision
the {‘Holy Club,” who prayed and read the Word together
seeking the face of God. At Pentecost the multitudes
were the result of the outpouring of the Spirit, but the
beginning is to be traced to the upper room where a
small compariy of the disciples were of one accord in
one place. And when the Spirit came to give them ut-
terance ‘'their preaching was Httle more than a
catena of Scripture texts used to proclaim the great
veritites of revelation. And it resulted in mien and wo-
men being pricked in their hearts. TIf we wish the
Apostolic blessing, we shall have ‘to resort to the Apos-
tolic 'doctrine and to Apostolic praying and preaching.
Any other attempt at revival will be Ilittle else
than a pale copy of that gigantesque revival of paganism
now being displayed in Rome under the name of “Holy
Year.” It is but another version of the money-changers
in the temple, making the house of prayer into a den of
thieves. Let us all earnestly pray and work for revival,
but always with a recognition of the Scriptural condi-
tions which are laid down for divine blessing.—W.S.W.

SECRET OF FREEDOM
Make me a captive, Lord,
. And then I shall be free;

Force me to render up my sword,

And T shall conqueror be.
I sink in life’s alarms

While by myself I stand;
Imprison me within Thine arms, *

And strong shall be my hand.

*  —GEORGE MATHESON.
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WINNING .SOULS
By Dr. Theodore Cuyler

OMEONE asked Dr. Lyman Beecher in his old age,
“What is the greatest of all things?” The sturdy
veteran replied, “It is not theology; it is not contro-
versy; it is saving souls.” He had been the king of
the American pulpit; but, as he looked back over his
noble career, he felt that the greatest good that he
had accomplished was 1in leading guilty and polluted
souls to their only Saviour. Dav1d1 Brainerd, one of
the most celebrated of our missionaries, while he was
labouring among the poor, benighted {ndlans on the
banks of the Delaware, once said, “I care not where
I liye, or what hardships- I go through, so that I can
bu-t gain souls to_Christ. While I am asleep, I dream
of these things; as soon as I awake, the first thing
I think of is ‘this great work. All my desire is the
conversion of sinners, and all my hope is in God.”
Our blessed Master came ‘into our sin-cursed world
to seek and to save the lost. To convert men to Jesus
Christ by the aid of the Holy Spirit was the master-

“purpose of Paul and his fellow-apostles. The great

Reformation, under the lead of Luther and Calvin and
Knox, was far more than a protestation against Popish

errors; it was a direct bringing of benighted souls to

the cross for salvation. Whltefleld and the Wesleys
made this their chief business. The most successful
preacher of modern times was Spurgeon; and he once
asked me the question, “How far do your ablest American
ministers aim mainly at the conversion of souls?”
The question that my beloved British brother asked
me I would propound io every young preacher that
reads these lines.” No minister is likely to succeed in
anything that he undertakes with only half a heart;
he can never do what he does not even attempt to do.
If your whole heart is not bent on the glorious work of
converting sinners, by the help of God, you will never
accomplish it. You may produce much valuable and
elevating thought; you may argue ingeniously against
current skepticism; you may unfold sound principles
of morality; you may say many eloquent things about
“developing humanity,”~and in behalf of benevolent re-
form:; but if you stop short of leading immortal-souls
to Jesus Christ, then your ministry will be at the most
vital point, a failure. Nor is it a vague idea about
“reaching the masses,” or saving people in general, that
must inspire you. Men are saved or lost individually.

‘The Bible declares that “he which converteth a sinner

from the error of his way shall save a soul from death,
and shall cover a multitude of sins.” A single soul
was a sufficient audience for the Son of God at the
well of Sychar and in the inquiry-room of Nicodemus.
Aim then, my brother, to make your preaching direct,
pomltedl individualizing. Let every unconverted person
in 'the house be made to feel, “That means me.” Not
every sermon is to be -add.re'ssedl to the impenitent by
any means; but when you are presenting Christ, present
him as each man’s Saviour; and when you discuss the
guilt and danger of sin, bring it home to each indi-
vidual sinner. “Thou art the man,” sent Nathan’s par-
able into David’s heart like an arrow. Do not be afraid
of any sinner in the house; and pray’ God to help you
love every sinner before you so fervenily that you will
tell him plainly that if he does not repent and accepi
Christ, he will be lost forever. Do not be afraid of
the word “hell” any- more than of the word “heaven.”
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Oh! it is sheer cruelty to conceal from your hearers nbe a Ohnstlan ; no soul is eafe un'tll 1't has sur-
that the wages of 'sin is death. If you are faithless and.- reéndered unconditionally to Christ, and has been “born
cowardly, the blood of souls will be found.in your skirts. ' anew” by the Holy Sp1r1t Do not “count noses” too . :
Preach, rtherefore, plainly, lovmgly, and pungently - the hastily, and do not be S0 ambitious to swell the ‘numbers
guilt of sin and the doom of sin, and pray that every im- vof your. church that you will.rush thé unconvérted or the
penitent soul before you may be convicted by the Holy ~half-converted into it. It will be your folly, and may '
Spirit. Aim to reveal to every sinner his or .her-own e their ruin.. .

personal guilt' before God, for nobody-is likely to flee to = In addition Yo your oon:versatlons with * such awak-
-the Lord:Jesus 'Christ_until he or.she feels the need of.. ened Persons :as you .may -encounter.in their homes,’
"Him. Deep convictions of sin ‘generally produce deep or such as may call on you for conversation, it will often
conversions; shallow ‘convictions produce shallow Chris- - be wise to appoint inquiry-meetings. ‘Do this when you’
‘tians. Put in the plowshare of .divine truth, and then =-discover a.need for such' meetings; and not as a mere-~
- bear down é6n the ‘beam; if it reaches the roots of sin,. .empty form. -Some zealous ministers insist that such -
and tears them up, all the better..- When you have made a meeting shouldl be -appointed after. every preaching-
a’ sinner see himself, then try to make-him-see his ~'service; but suppose there are no-inquirers to meet;
SaviouF. Then point him fo the all-sufficient Redeemer, then' the very word becomes. a solemn farce or fallure
‘whose atoning blood cleanseth from-all sin. That is the When there are inquiring souls, and they are.gathered - -
way in which Peter preached at the time of Pentecost, ~for mstructmon and.guidance, then be exceedingly careful

" when_ three thousand souls were convicted and converted’ .as to whom you allow to. go in with you. Surely you '
in a single ‘day. When you are preaching repentance ~ Would not call in the first person that happened to ‘go
to the sinner, you' cannot. deal too .faithfully ‘and pun- by your door %o 'treat one of your family that was dan-
genltly, when you- are ‘offering salvation to the sinner gerously sick. Be equally careful not to allow rash and -
through Jesus, you cannot be too winsome and lovmg' in' . inexperienced persons, or pious “cranks”, to meddle with
your beseechings. .- - 1mmortal' “souls' that are sett'lmg the. s'tupendous ques- '

"Only 'a part of “your work in soul-wmnlmg is likely, tmn of their own salvation. If you require help, invite

: _.to be_done in your. ‘pulpit. The most important part\ only the mén ‘and women possessmg‘both grace and good-

will be done when you “are. brought. face to face wrth common. sense. Converse with each- inquirer” ds ‘closely .

. an awakened person. Be on the lookout for such per- ‘a8 possible, and as ,conclsely Bring -¢ach {o the point
- Sons cohstantly. During your ’ pastoral® visits you will at once. Have God’s Word ih your hand as well as’in’

encounter those’ that are inquirers,'and you.'should ~YOUr memory, and be ready to use thé right passages:

" rejoice o converse with them 1mmed1attely By .the - for_the right case. With the- infallible Word to ‘give ™
way; when T. discovered’ several such - cases durmg. -you hght, call upon the Holy Splrlt toapply 'hls a;lmlghty

'my calls in one .afternoon (in 1856) I hailed this fact - : power aud loving work o the souls before you. Encour-

. as a token of the -Holy Spirit’s presence; and- Ir sum--, -age the inquirers to pray themselves Try to keep every

moned my church-ofﬁcers, and. appomted\.specml ger. = &ye fixed on Christ; urge 1mmed1a.'te surrender to Christ. -~
vices every evening,‘which-services- resiilted in a large Do not. begrudge the time; or. labor. required to help a -
number of conversions.” Always.be on the watch " for halting or perplexed soul. lHand—p1ckedl apples keep the

" the presence of the Holy Spirit. Listen for the firit longest.” Individual.labor-with each inquirer.is indis-. .
+ «drops of -heavenly. blessings; thén gird Fourself -for the ‘'pensable.’ - The happiést hours you will spend in this

happy work.. In-dealing with.an awakened -soul, world," my young brother, “will. be rthoe‘e that you- spend
your prime ‘duty is o co-operate with the Holy- Spirit, in leading sum’lers to the Saviour. :“He. that, is- wise
and therefore .you must pray fervently for his guid- winneth souls.” To you, if you are thus wise, will
ance. Endeavor to ascertain just what it is that is  belong 'the crown that shineth as the stars

in the’ way of the inquirer, and what it is that keeps =~ = = '

him from surrendering to Christ. . If. it be some bad . .. LIES TRAVEL FAST. :

- -habit or. evil practice, then- that evil praotme must be If you want truth to- g6 around the world you must
abandoned. If it“be some 8in, cherished in the heart, ‘hire an express train to pull it; but if you wanlt a lie to
then he must yield, éven if it be like plucking out a *  go round the world, it will fly: it is as light as a feather,
right eye or cutting off a right hand. In most cases and 4 breath will carry it. It-is well said in the old .

_ the chief. 'hmdrance lies in a wicked, stubborn heart. - .Proverb, “A lie ‘'will ‘gzo. round the world while truth .

It has always been. my aim .to-convince awakened ‘is pulling its boots on.” © Nevertheléss, it does not.injure
persons .that, unless -they, were willing to give their us; for if as light as a feather, it travels as fast, its

" hearts to Jesus and to “do the will” of Jesus4 there effect is Just about as tremendous as the effect of down, © -

" was no hope for them, We must. shut the mqumng ‘when it is ‘blown against the walls of a -castle; it pro-
soul up-to Christ. The experiences ‘of 1nqu1rers may -duces no damdge whatever, on ateount of its hghtness

.. differ. as much- as -their countenances;.but in two vital and littleness. ' Fear not, Christian. .- Let slander fly, let

particulars. all ‘cases.are to be treated: alike. -Every ° envy send forth its forked tongue, let it hiss at you; your

" sinner must cut”loose from his sms, and must cleavé bow shall abide in strength.. Oh! shielded warrior, re--

-ito tthe Lord Jesus- 'Savmg' faith is vastly more than -~ main quiet, fear no-ill; but-like the, eagle in its lofty-

 an opinion or a Tfeeling; it is an act of the soul: It is * eyrie, look thou-down upon the fowlers in the plain,
the act of Jommg our weakness to Christ's’ strength, - ‘turn thy bold eye-upon them and say, “Shoot, you may, -

" ‘our igriorahce “to his’ knowledge,” our giiltiness to his’ "but’ your ‘shots’ will not réach half-way to thé pinnacle

atoning love, our wills to his will, ourselves to him. ‘on which I stand. Waste your powder upon me if ye

" - No one is soundly converbted, and rfo one should join will; I am beyond your reach:.” Then: clap your wings,

the church, until he has joined himself to Jesus Christ. - mount to heaven,.and there laugh them to scorn, for you
- This i8 the one infallible test. It is not enough to have made your refuge ‘God, and shall find a most secure
“feel happy”; it .is not enwgh to say, i am trymg abode i i . —SPURGEON
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SOME OF THE 400 000, 000

- OMAN CATHOLIC statistics are intendéd to dece1ve
' " . the public. - The Pope is continually ‘paraded as
, . the spirirtual head of 400,000,000 people.” This figure is
-arrived at by including wholé populations of certain

countries. Italy, for example, is claimed to be 99 per

cent Roman Catholic despite the fact that.a third of the

.electorate defied the Pope’s threat of excommunication

‘and voted Communist at the last’ election. The purpose

'GRACE ,

“But what is grace" Grace is more than a mere
negation.. Grace is much more than the ending of God’s
enmity against ‘sinful man. ‘Grace is, infinitely more
than the cessation of punishment. Grace.is infinitely
more than a friendly attitude on the part of God. Grace.
is' infinitely ,more than a fine sentiment, even though
that sentiment should be a: superlatlve favour and good
will. ~ Grace is divine energy. Grace is the divine energ'y

.of the deception is to frighten politiciaris into making / of holiness.  Grace is the diviné energy of holiness is-

; . concessions to the Vatican as' a price for obtaining the
Pope’s ' support for domes'tlc or international policies.

‘ 1 The Atheist Mussolini is a.recent example. He restored
.-, - the Pope’s temporal power, made him a present of
£19,000,000, and agreed to restrict Protestant eXpansion
by limiting the number of recognlzed Protestant bodies
R -in Ttaly, and making. it -more- d1ff1cu1rt for .the existing
S . denominatiohs to build new Churches. The Pope oblig-
- . ingly agreed to help Mussolini to obtain an African and
-Balkan Empire. . He was not unduly shocked when' the

Italian Diectdtor marched into Albania on Good Friday.

.~ . . -Hitler a'lso reached agreemen‘t with the Vatican and
& - signed a- Concordat which ensured Roman Catholic moral
| . support for his regime and policy. Con-sequently, the
.- . . Pope-did not condemn Nazism -until he- was sure, that
%7 . the Allies would Wwin the war. -
o " A major disdppointmefit for thé papacy was the failure
.~ - - of the Popes efforts to reach a compromise with Com-
ST munism in 1927. ‘Stalin. had much less .reason 16 worry
‘ i _about 'the Pope’s 400,000,000: than- the -dictators' of the
West - and” was. not obhged o mod1fy *his .policy
accordingly.

- ‘,.' - her statistics rfor ‘South ‘America, and is clearly exposed,
: albeit_unintentionally, by .no less a person than the

Priest-President. of the Catholi¢ Workers Youth Move- -

.~ ment of Belgium, .Monsignor Jose _Cardijn, writing in
-. the Témoignage Chrétien, Paris, describes the.condition
of Cat'hohc America as follows:

In maps and mission ‘reports South Amerlca appears
as a Catholic- block of 130 million, that is, one-third
of the Catholics: of the entire-globe. -

In reality “the religious ‘ignorance there.is some-

h - thing frightful. Christianily has no influence at all in
- the economic. and social life. In South America they

*only recogmze three sacraments: baptism, communion

and processions. Christianity -is presented in an ex-

the population is illegitimate.

Industrialization is increasing ‘at a- tremendous pace,
people who leave the mountain regions live in a “hope-
lesg ‘state. The result—a new group, .the industrial
: proletariat (which has mnot reduced in any way the
y rural proletariat). You.have to see.it to understand
. . the extreme misery of the proletariat. They live in
> - 'horrible. huts, covered with kerosene- cans, cardboard
; or boards, p11ed up one against the other on the hill-
sides, where 300,000 workers and t.‘helr families are

herded together like animals.

* Land of contrasts,.misery and extreme wealth'

There are no schools for the masses without money.
Religious orders have schools and univérsities in such
cities as Lima and Santiago, but they are for the rich

. only. These vital problems demand an urgent solu- .
tion. A small elite has realized this. But it is not

~ from a negative anti-communism of the governing
classes that a remedy will come. If Pope Pius XII'
-should go to South America and teach his social doc-
trine he would certainly be ‘artested as a ‘communist,
and be sent to a ‘concentration camp in the interior of
the country—Protesta,nt Reveille of South Afriea.

The extent of the papal decepinon is most evident in

" rightl
b . . aggerated exclusivist cultural form. About 80% of' o
]
I

suing ‘in the rmmstry of love in quest of the unlovely
And lastly, grace is the deme energy of holiness issuing

.in the minisry of love in quest of the unlovely and by
-the communication of itself converting the unlovely into

its own loveliness. Grace is the holy love of God in quest

of unlovely man, seeking to woo and to win.and to trans-

flgure him mto the 'lovelmess of .the Lord Jesus Christ.”
—DR. J. H JOWETT '

Bl])le Sl:hunl Lesson [Iutlme

Vol. 15 Lesson 11 - June 11, 1950

Second Quart'ér
'OLI'VE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor)

" THE PRE- EMINENCE OF cmus'r i
Lesson Text: Colossians 1:9-20. :

Golden Text: “And . he is- the head of the body, the chiurch:

who is the beginning, the fifstboin from the dead; that'

in all thmgs he mlght have the preemmence Col

: Introductlon

The’ Ep1st1e to the’ Colosslans was wntten about 64 .A.D.
from .Rome-and was probably taken by Tychicus along with
Ephes1ans and ' Philemon, when Onésimus was retuiming to
Philemon in-Colosse (Eph. 6:21; Col."4:7-9; Plulemon) It is

-one of the Prison Epistles of Paul e
-The city-of Colosse was situated in the d1str1ct of- Phrygia, :

Asia Minor. We have no record of the founding' of the
church but Epaphras may have been ‘responsible (Col. 4:12).

- Certain forims of false teaching were endangering the purity

of the young.churcli; the worship of  angels; gnosticism, a
mixture of Persian and Greek plulosophy which taught that
Jknowledge, not faith, was the key to salvation; legalism and
asceticism, The Apostle wrote the .letter to caution the .
‘believers against these errors and to conﬁrm them in the

'_doctrmes of grace.

Since dll the errors arose from a failure to give the Lord
Jesus Christ due honour as the Son of God, 'the Apostle
judged that he could best combat the false cults by
describing His proper nature, position and office. The pre-
eminent glory of Christ is the theime of the whole Epistle.
The Eplstle may be analyzed as follows:—

. Christ the Pre-Eminent -Lord (chap. 1)
II Christ the Incarnate Lord (chap. 2).
III. The Believer’s Union with Christ (chap. 3
IV The Believer’s Fellowslup with Saints (chap 4).

L Prayer Through' the Pre-Emment Christ: verses 9-14.

True prayer is addressed to God through Christ and is
inspired by the Holy- Spirit: It-is germeated with thanks--
giving: indeed, petition and praise blend into one another, -
both being aspects of our fellowship with the Lord (Phil
4:6). In this ‘modél. prayer of. the. Apostle Paul note the.
three subjects of petition; the believer in relation to.the will,
of God, the work of God and the power of God (vv. 9-11);
and ‘the three causes of praise; the believer’s inheritance,

‘deliverance and redemptmn (vv. 12-14)."

In contemplating a ‘journey, the traveller first seeks a map
to chart his course and to determine his directions. The
believer who would travel to the Celestial Land must have

" the asBurancé. that he'is travellinig alohg the right Toad and

in the right direction. It is a great-thing to know the plan
and will of God (J ohn 7: 17), but still greater to be ﬁlled with

- - ' . . .

——
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the knowledge of His will (Eph. 1:17; 3:19).
will of God, no mere intellectual prowess will suffice; only by
spiritual w1sdom and heart understanding can one understand
spiritual truths (1 Cor. 2:12-14; 2 Cor. 10:4, 5).

Knowledge must be accompamed by obedience: the one
who knows the will of God, yet fails to perform if, commits
sin (Matt, 7:21; John 9:41; 15:22; Jas. 4:17). The enlight-
ened believer’ w111 be anxious to walk before the Lord in a
manner well-pleasing to Him (1 Thess. 4:1), lovmg the work
of God (Col. 3:17, 23). As he walks and works'in fellowship
with the Lord, the faithful disciple will come to know the
Master in an 1nt1mate way (Phil. 3:10; 2 Pet. 3:18).

They who do the Lord’s bidding will find that all needed
power is supplied; we are never sent to warfare at our own
charges (1 Cor. 9:7; 2 Cor. 3:5, 6). The Apostle prays that
the Colossian Christians may be strengthened with all the
glorious power of the Lord Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:17-23; 3:16).
We need Divine strength to conqher all our foes, to withstand
temptation, to walk worthy of the Lord, to serve Him faith-
fully, to witness for Him effectively and to bring the unsaved
to Him. Our text (v.-11) speaks, however, of strength not
; 4:6); not to do all
things, but perhaps just to do~ nothmg, in the time of af-
fliction a?d trial to wait upon the Lord patiently, quiefly
and hopelully.

. Our prayer is to be addressed to God Who is our heavenly
Father (Matt. 6:9; Eph. 3:14, 15; Col 8:17). We are not
worthy to be called His ch1ldren, but in the person of Christ
we are made worthy to be His sons and His heirs (Rom.
8:14-17; Eph. 1:6). Through faith in Christ we become
heirs of the inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled and
which passeth not away (1 Pet. 1:8, 4).

The Apostle Paul would have the Coldasians give thanks

" that they belong to the kingdom ‘of light, the kingdom of

Christ, having been delivered from the power of darkness,
even the power of Satan. They had been redeemed and
ransomed from sin, Satan”and death through the atomng
work of Christ Jesus the Lord (Acts-20:28; Rom. 3:24;
Pet. 1:18, 19). Through Him they had received the forgwe-
ness of sins (Eph. 1:7; 1 John 1:9).

IL. Praise of the Pre-Eminent Christ: verses 15-20.

Christ, the Pre-Eminent One, is described in relation to
His Father (v. 15), the world (vv. 16, 17) and believers
(vv. 18-20).

In the first place, our Lord Jesus Christ is the express
image, likeness and exact representation of God (2 Cor.
4:4; 1 Tim. 1:17; 3:16; Heb. 1:3), since He is Himself God
(John 1:18;14: 9) Even before the Incarnation He was God,

To know the -

the unique Son of God, “begotten before every. creature”
(John 1:1; Rev. 3:1.

Christ is' the Creator of all things (John 1:3; Heb. 1:2);
and as being above and before all things, emstmg from all
eternity, He is also the sustainer of the universe, upholdmg
all things by His word of power (John 1:1; Heb, 1:3). In
F1m all things are held together. “Order is heaven’s first
aw,

In regard to the believer, Christ is the Pre-Eminent One.
He is the Head of the church, which is deseribed as His body,
being composed of all who are united to Him by faith and to
one another (1 Cor. 12:12,"13, 27). As in the physical realm
the head controls the movements of the body, so in the
spiritual realm is Christ supreme over the activities of His.
church (Eph. 1:22, 28; 4:15; 5:23; Col. 2:10, 19). He is the
beginning of the new creatlon, as Adam was of the old
creation, and all-who are born again have part in that new
creation, of which He is-the Head (1 Cor. 15:20-23, 46-47).
He was the first-begotten from the dead, hence the Pre-
Eminent One in His resurrection (Acts 13:3; Rom. 1:4;
Heb. 1:5; Rev. 1:5).

Christ’ dwelt upon éarth as a man, and also as God. He
possessed in their fulness'all the attributes of God (John
1:14; Col. 2:19). -

Ch.nst was the Pre-Eminent One in His ministry, as in
His nature, for on the cross He died for all men, that He
might, reconcile the world to Himself (2 Cor. 5:18, 19).

For Younger Classes:

Talk about the Lord Jesus Christ, mentioning some of His
gracious words (John 6:48;.9:5; 10:11; 11:25; 14:6) and
some of His wonderful works (Lk 7:1- 10 8 41 42, 49-566),
all of which point to the fact that He is truly God. Lesad
the children to love and trust Him (John 6:37; Rev. 3:20).

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

June 5—Pre-eminent in Creation .o Eph. 3: 1 9.
June 6—Pre-eminent in the Universe .. John 1:1-13.
June T7—Pre-eminent in the Church —oe.... Eph. 1:15-22.
June 8—Pre-eminent in His Power .. 1 Tim, 6:11-16.
June 9—Pre-eminent in Affection of His Friends
Matt. 10:32-39. -

June 10—Pre-eminent over Angels . . Heb. 1:1-14.
June

11— Pre-eminent in His Death ..ewie. -« 1 Cor. 15:12-25.

SUGGESTED HYMNS
Jesus,-wondrous Saviour. Jesus, the very thought of Thee,
Join all the glorious names. There is no name. Fairest Lord
Jesus. Oh, could I sing the matchless worth!
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