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GOLDEN· .'HOURS 
". IN T.HE course of his jOQrney from the City of De- toward us, what could' we reply better than poor Pilgrim? 

struction to Mount Zion, Christi-an in Pitgrim:s Pro- Should we not be constrained likewise to admit that it 
gress liad! the good fortune to ,be entel'ltained in the is but seldom 'that golden hours come to us. Yet we, too, 
Palace Beautiful, 'a house built by the.Lord of the,hill have the means to vanquish perplexitieSJ; in our bosom 
for the relief and! securi,ty of pilgrims on their perilous no less than in tChris·tian's in Castle Doubting is there 
journey. According to the rules of the house Piety Md!den the key of Promise. . 
Prudence and! Charity were appointed to h-avesome par- . Let us apply:to ourselves··the lesson which is pointed • 
ticu'lar diSco·i.trse with the Pilgrim for the best improve- by the "particular diiscourse" quoted above. How often 
ment of time, as Bunyan quaintly puts it in hi-s immorta'l do we thiink of what we saw ·at the cross? How often 
book. A part of their conversation is thus recorded dO we look upon our broidered coat, or look into the roll 
for us: . tha,t we carry in our bosom, or how often do our thoughts 

PRUDENCE. Do you not find sometimes as if those warm ~bout Whither we are going? If a recording of 
things were vanquished, which at other times are your our ordinary conversation could be· made, unknown Ito 
pel!f::r.~~. Yes, but that is but seldom: but they are ourseIves,-and then played back to us, would! we not be 
to me golden hours·in which such things happen to me. shocked ·at its ·vacuity? If our inward: thoughts were 

. PRUDENCE. Can you remember by what means you transla:ted into words or deeds and put on ·a s·creen to be 
find your annoyances 'at times as if t'hey were read by ourselves and others, should. we not be mortified 
vanquished? • with; shame, not merely at the sin and selfishness they 

CHiusTIAN. Yes: when I think what I saw at the 1... 
cross, that will do it; and when I look. upon my would! display but at the absence of God and' of thouguts 
broidered coat, ithat wil!l do i·t: and when I look into of the things tha:t are excellent. How much of our time· 
the roll that I carry in my bosom, that will do it; and and energy is taken up with the· humdrum things of life, 
when my thoughts wax warm about whither !I am until like the man wUh the Muck-Rake we have 'become 
going, t'hat will ·do it. SO engroSISedi in the petty things of time ·and sense as to 
Bunyan does not draw any moral from the discourse 'have entirely forgotten the golden crown tJhat .hangs over 

a'bout heavenly things for the obvious. reason that the our head. The psalmist describes the wicked· man by 
meaning of the allegory 'Stands open for all to.understand. saying that "God is not in aU his· thoughts:" We who 
Alas, ·alas, how. many of ·us: must aad.Iy. confess with name His name and caU 'Him our God. ·and Father, might 
Christian that golden ·hours come ·but 'too seldom, in spite well ask ourselves, ~'How much is ·God: in my thoughts? 
of the means we possess of enjoying them whenever How much :time and energy dro I spen~ in contemplat-
we wilt . ing Him and His Grace?" 

We wondeIl at the. stupidity ·of poor PUgrim flounder- ' Those who have read Grace Abounding, the companion 
ing through the Slough of Despond; we marvel a,t his work to :the more famous Pilgrim's Progress, will recall 
foll~ in losing his roll in the pleasant arbour halfway . that one of the first arrows of conviction tha,t found 
up the Hiltl Difficul,ty; we pity him for forgetting in a mark in Bunyan's heart was a 'bow drawn at ·a ven'ture. 
Ca·stla Dou'bting that lIe has in his Ibosomthe key of It came home to him, ·as he stood listening to some godly 
Promise that wHI open the door of :his dungeon. In like women talking, thlllt these humble persons ·spoke with a 
fashion we reprove 1lhe diso·bed.ience of Moses at the different spirit and understanding of God and sin and 
rock, ana the fit of despondency .of Elijah under ,the salvation than he himself knew, though at ,that time he 
juniper tre~, or we are amazed lilt Peter's sudden deSJpa:ir counted himself as a "brisk talker in religion". The 
as he began to sink in the waters that he ·had just been most effective preaching is of,tentimes·'done outside the 
walking upon. Wi,th the Mastel" we cry in dismay, "Oh pulpit and (!burch, in those moments when, 8'Car~ly 
ye o~ little faith," as we view the fainthearted·ness of aware that others ·are listening, we give expre!!'sion to 
the disciples. It is' not hardi to find. many examples the innermost thoughts of our hearts. Perhaus the best 
of such shortsighted folly, such cUlpable lack of faUh; test of a man's real character is what he thinks about 
we .see and condemn them, per-haps unsparingly, aU about when he is alone. 'OnltY we ourselves can apply the test, 
us. But what if such "particular discourse" were direcied and that is doubtIes's .the mord of the pass·age from the 
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.f·al~io1is.alI~go~ that we liav~ quoted .. I I8~it not~ a. &blame- J ,... -------· ..... ----,;....-...;.-----;....----1 

_" .ful thing. for·mep.and women wh~ are true-liorn.child.r~n_ .. ' .. ' ~.,.,;:~,~ '1'4." ,.';';'.: •. ' ' •. d..I .. ,B .. -it .... ·_· ... ·,elill. 
' of the King to :be constrained'tO adnjit that .. the .golden . 'IJi'r~ \!J1 ..... ·_~~l 
'houi"-s are 'but seldom ·the.ir· portion?' The 'Word' ,of God attb . I 

exhorts us ,to ~'D_raw near .with ·a:.p-ue heart ip. fidJ"as- . . 
. ~r~nc~ of faith," '~n,'<l i,t a1~ ~11s ~s how w~·. ma'Y :f.~lfm~· ... :D~O.test~t . elhtrotate. :. 
, th,at. -exhortation: "Having ';f;herefor~, brethren, .'hol~ess . . . r. . 

to enter into the '~dJieSlt.by the -blood. of Jesus,. Ipy a new publlibeci ~ n.-a.,. for the. propag.doa of .pae· 
d I· . h' h:h h th :ted f th h . 'Eyaagellc:a1 ~~ of ~ PlVteltaiat .. Refonaadoa .UuI · an . ·Ivmg way,·w IC 'e a consecra I .. or us, roug ~ In defence. of die. -falth .0DCe deUyered -to the 8alDtL 

: the veif,' 'that is :tp 'say, his' fl~sh; and hav~ng 'an !high '. . . . . . . 
priest. ov~r the house of, God; let us 'draw qear with a .P.oo.Per, Year. ·Poatp.ld·,o any .dd ...... 100 Per Ilnale,Copy, 
true-·.heart. in fun aSsurance of fid,th:"· (Heb. 10': t9~22.) .' . ' ... '. .' .. ' ~ ... , ...... ': -.: " . 

'. .... . .... :.' .' . ~w. .s.W: T. T •• IIDWJI 

...,... . 
'.' 

.. .BTB •. C. S~E. 

'~BcIIIor, 

.;'W. s. -warrmMJiB, M~ (Tor.) . 
OLIVE ... CLARK. 'Ph.]); (Tor:) 
. S. S. lAuon and BICdIoJa,. 

"I am· not aahamed of the anpel of Chrlat."~Romane. 1111. 
. I - . 
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THE ·.GOSPEL"·WITNESS 
130 6err~rd Str~f &ad, To~n~'-2,' 'Ce'nede 

. Telepllorie RAndolph 7418' 
Realeter.~ C.ble Add ..... ' .J.~lti.m" ~n.d •. 

. After tiearly nine months of strenuous la'bour; !n­
eluding' persistent vis-itation of homes, ·the Bible School . 
attendance at North Ba'y, under the 'leaderS/hip of Mr. ,. 
'George Stephens, :has ,increased from' six 'to ~orty-one:. 
With ·capa·ble teachers '~h,o really .h~ve the in1;e.rest of the 
children at 'heart, the scho.ol ·'is now d'ivided, into five: 
dasses. . Mr. $tephe,ns reports ·,tpat ~each ·~hol~r has 
been supplied w:it~ 'a Bible and he· is '~'l!ch encC!urfi'gedo 

, . t~o~serve·.that t~ey bt:iilg .them .. ev=ry Sun~y: . Forty per cent' of. 'the homes .in Tilbury . are,' French 
· The. top.I~ ~f 11: Sunday. evenmg ad.d.re~s, .:whl.~~ .. was "':. ~peakin~,. 'SQ ~at more .~ha'n. ~alf . tJP.~ ·pc:>pulation.-,is. 
· announ.c~ In .the, local ~per reeently, lYas .the m,eanl!!?f . French. Only twenty French people .professed to have 
~ a~tractI!l.ga; nU'~I~er .of ~~~ons aJ?-~ ~eh~v~ s WIt- a B.ible. in' tbeir ·hOine.· .t1po.n ··req1,lest, .some of these'. 

· nes.ses. to the :&e~ICe.· .. ThIS', 'o! ,course, proV'1ded. an ex- -proditiced a: Bible StorY' Book, ot~ers' a . Prayer' Book'. 
. . cell-ent .?pportumty !or prea~hIng .~he: true doct~mes of OD!l1Y' two actually have' spown us a Bible. Forty-one 

.the ~aI th to a ~eople und~~ .d.elu~lO~ o~ ~h~~h. ~r. ..French homes,' and twelve ~nglis'h homes. !have ,~e!-lu~ed 
· Stephens ~olc.full a~van~ge .. Alre~d'Y several.liave ac- a.CoPY o'f·the Ho}.y ·Scriptur.es.· At least twelve FrEll!~h-: 
.. ~eJY!iedJ .Chn.st as .SavlO~r· on ~~s. ,field! and! hav~ followed s.peaking homes have a~ked .to tlave ·the Bible' read to 

.' theIr ~~dI!l' BelIever's Baptis~. . .... ' '. . . . .them . since they 'cannot read or ·write.. The, parents of. 
"'., A~ mte.ns1~e bouse.to !ho.use vIs1tat~on£~.mp~1Ign I~ now .. 'two F·repch. homes profess .t9 'have' b¢en' trusti'ng the' 

· lD' oper~tlOn. ~l~o pl~n~: are !bemg .made for holdu)"g a· " Lord (secret lielieverlJ),·. but <Md ·not want. their priest 
~.peC'ial eva~,gehstIc. ~lSS'I&n eaz:lY. thlS' summe~.·, We. be- 'to'knov(lest'he be an'gry with them. .:. .'. : '.' 
!:ev.e 'the w~rk at ~IS. stJr~~egIC ~entre, well k~own .as The' jnvaI'id mother in -. a .. French-s.peakiIIIg home re-. 

· The Gateway to. tb.e ~o.rt~ p~mIses ~ great .future. 'ceived Miss_ Gignac' kin'd1ly, ,though ,her Ibuslband. usually 

". , 

. ... ~ :t;brlvmg Young Cause. : _absent.e:d him-self from the ~'ssionary's' vis~t ... The priest 
With builid'ing facUities: completed:, the Church at Til-. soon warned! this home to have' nothin'g to' do. with the ! 

bury with Rev.IC. J. Rogers as' pastor is making amazing mis'sionaryis Bible book. But the Woni'of.Godis.mi·ghtier 
progreSSi in the work of evangelizing both EngHsh and t:han the word of Rome, and after hearin'g the Bi.hle· 

· French. Mr. Rogers re:portsr 'as follows: read, this French-speaking woman' said, "How can . the' 
... Th~ result of the labour, expen-se.'andi timEdnvolliv~d in priest be. against such 'a wQnderfu'l Book?" Just previ­
securing a !bui1d~ng. for the ·Lord!s work in T'iltJury. has~ o·us to the missiollaryl's next visit, the priest had cal'led' 
inc~a.sed this Church's opportunities ma~y . timeS'. Our again: He had per"$uaded the 'mo'Uter' to forbidl the misr-' 
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'openinlg campaign,' Iast autumn,. at. which Dr. Shield{\'; sioDtiry an' entrance: . But the Lord of the Word made 

, . Rev. H. ·C:'Slade, and Rev. Duncan MacGregor were our an opportunity to readi a feW verses agrun d!tirin'g this 
'. gueSt 'speakers, :most effectively introduced! our buildling, visit. The la-dy s'aid, "What 'is wronig with. what you 

· . messa·ge,·and! LQrddo tlie immediate community. T~ro~!gh . read.?" Then het: 'Jleighlboul's w.ere ueed to· ·try to "freeze'!. ,'" 
·8 ra.d'iuE! lof 20 miles .. our~wo.rk . 'as' beCome known,.~ and . her ~ &Ou'l" against, "The: Wom.~' ~. They s·a!id, '~IJSinee tlie,' . I ".. " 

· 'SQme are' looking fbr pastoraI.:aiidJ througho~t. this' vast . go·od!. prieSt makes a' special tri·p to ,give -¥ou comniunion" : ._ 
· .are~. The b'righf,· pleasant atmoSphere 'created by-:-the. every"three montiis:; yOU' ·Shouldn't' let· th~' ·Protes-t.ap~· I. ' .. 

desi'gn and finisheS' of our weJ.l-appointed .buHdling, is visit . you'!' :·.B.ut ,God~s Wprdl appealed .to ·her· soul an,d· . "." 1 
more than. equaLledl by ·the earnest· faithfuj.neS6,,, frien4d.!i- thou'gh 8ihe regularIY eon-fesel:!d 'her sins: to· the priest,' . ,'.' 

.; ". ness· and strong -spirituality, of·th·e ~rd'.s peopl~ '~ho .she·refuse!l·to.confe~.to:hi~.thiit"read;ing the' Bible was.·~·. 
~ .. worsh,ip. ·h~re .. :r·he attendance at:praY!er meetin-g .. is 'a sin. w..h,en this woman !became 'verY m,'thEl neigbbo-\rrs·. '. 
: :. ~ .la·rger-thah: our~tal ~lf~mb~r8hfp' almo~t Without ·ex-·. :thought $he wa,~.p.Ying and. ·caUec:Uhe p:d~st. She 'wanted' '. 

", . . ~ption.. D07;ens of homes. are .inviti~lg·, pastoral: . v·isits to tfliH him spe 'CieJoi.ghted 'in th~ visits Of the Bi'ble readdni .::. I 

. ·in·this town.al).dJ district wbe!e . three yeal'8' :ago:it wd\lld mission-ary, but, s!he w~s. too: weak' to &Pe*' that. day. .. - -. '. " 
':' ,. . be ddfficult to. find! ten· homes that'wduld' a~low' thl:! Baptist ·'·This, ·.oneof several I sim'i1ar .contacts, is an' example of· -. .: 

. , . PaStor .to' croSs. ihe'ir . tJ1iresn.oId ,and read'. a Portion . of how' the ·fear .. of ROIIJe bIi!aks dOwn '1ln~r the pOwer· Of -
Scripture .... Our most recent addition- has~·been.·8:_we~kly .God's ''Woni;; -Pray ·f9r. thfs,· and thitf;y', othet~ Contacts; .:. ~': 

· chiId!rim's. meeti~;g; which' .has Interested Some, .75 chil- ··.tha~ nothing may hi rider th~ ·presentation· and ~eeeptio.n..· '. 
d.ren. -A!~ut 50 childlren have attendeQ' at' one time be- of !Holy' :Script~re . whose ce~i.tral .message· is,:' !'J,elJUs 
sidleS- the adults. .' ., s~v~s, . trust. HJm."· , '. . 

• 'f .. ,-

'. 

'. .' .. ...,. " . - . " . ,-
" ,.' 

. , "-
'. " " i. 

.ii', .. ' " . "oJ •• " 
.., . ,', , ' .. 

." " 

. ' ~. . ,', 

- -; 

'. , 

' . 



I' 

'. 

March 30. 195,0 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and ~PROTESTAN:f ADVOCATE 

A. ~ Simp~e Me,ss,age' Qf S~lVQ,t~o~ 
A Sermon by' the P~tor, :Qr. T. T. S~elds 

Preached i~ J'arvis Street Bapti-st, Church, To~n~, Su~day ~orning, February ~6th, 1950 
,', ' ' ", '(Stenographlcaily ReporteCl) ,"', \,,',', 

"So then f~th cometh by hearing, 'and hea$g, by' the ~ord of God.":-Rom~ 10 :11. ' 
"Believe, on' the Lord JesuS Christ,' and~ thou shalt ,be " saved, an4 thy ho4lle."', 

, "," , -Acts 16:31. 
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, Prayer Before the Sermon text is: "BeHeve on the Lord' JeSUB Christ, ap.!i" thou 
Already; 0 Lo~" we have invoked the &;id 'of. Thy Spirit. shalt Ibe saved." Much' of modern 'Evangelism',.-, by 

We pray that He may come'and take pos~essl(~~ of ~ach "modern" I mean that ,which has 'o'Dtained for.-'the la.it 
. one of us, that the word preached may proflt, Ibe~ 'DllXed twenty-five or t,hiroty year6---;(:Onsi~ts 'in j:us1l th8ltr-bid-

'with" faith in those ,who: hear. We confess o~ 'l~potence. I' b I" 'th 'Lo'd J" Ch·,j.· rd ' 
, apart from Him, and we pray that ~e m!1~ clothe'His worC;l, dmg peop e e leve on 'e r eSU8' ns", In 0 :er 

the simplest word of the gospel; Wlth 41~ne power" th!lt ~t to be Baved.' ,;, ~ . :~, "~~' " " ": ': -' " 
may be effectual.to the salva~ion of souls. We ask It In ,That' ds correct. That.is baaicito, 'the, whole go~peI 
Jesus' name, Amen. ' , 'mesSage. Bu,t you cannot 'lielp asking, Who is this Jesus' 

, , , I am asked' to·· ,believe on?1 What' ,hllS 'IHe done? Wher~ 

LAST 'evening in prayer ~eeti'ng .one of our l'0UI)g is He now? What is He doing? What has He'promised " 
ladies re~rted an experIence we had. had In the to' ,do for me? What is the use of :asking me to' !'beIieve; 

office where she works, in 'giving her testimony to the ,believe", on 'someon~ 'of Whom I. have 'not, 'heard, .and 
power of Jesus Christ. There ,were two .feHow-:workers, hbw is anyone ,to'hear unless th~y' have a preacher, and 
one a Roman catholic, and the second: one ,a Sunday 'how is anyone to preach unless he be sent, for "faith 
School,teacher.- Havdng spoken to the Roman Catholic, "? 
she 'referred to Calvary, and 'the,Sunday School teacher co~eth by hearing, 'and hearing by the word ,of God . 
inquired, "Wha,t did yo~ mean by 'Calvary'?" She 'had " Milk. and Meat 'Wi~l Not Quarrel 
never heard of it, or did not remeIdber it. She was glad, 1: think i-t will notl hur.t those o.f us who, I :hope, are 
to be i,nformed that she mig:ht answer the questions of . inore mature in our experience as Christians, aI)d whose 

· her Sun-diay School class! minds we may reasonabl(y hope,' 'are more thoroUighb' 
'It is almost inconceivable that such ignorance of the fu,i'nished than 'some others-it will not ,hurt any of UI _ ,. 

simplest :wu,ths of the Christian gospel should obtadn'in to look at the foundations again,' and to consider these 
a country 'like Ithis, But such is a fact. elementary things. 

Another young }a:dy -spoke of testifying to <the heads , The :text I have read to you tells us that we must 
of certain departments in :the institu:flion where she" beldeve. The other ten tells us how we may 'become' , , 
works.- She asked! them if they knew John 'ch'apter three, possessed! of the faith that will enable us to believe,:that ' , 
verse si~teen, only to discover that not one of th.em knew "fai-th cometh iby hearing, and hearing by the word of' 
what! 'S'he was talking about. So has the Bible been dis- God." , 
placed from pulpit and Sunday School th~t we are living All, Have Sinned 
in Something like a ,pagan country, where, the simplest . The wpole gospel of Jesu's Christ r~sts uPon the as­
tl"uths of the guspel are as comp!etely u.n~nown as in su'mption that men are sinners, and! are iII! need of· a 
Africa or in Indi-a. 'Saviour. If that fUDdamen:tW'postulate be ,not acceptc!d, 

I'll occurred 'to me that there might be someone here then there is no rea-son for' preaching the gospel at all. 
this ~orning who would need the simplest possi:bJe sta,te- I{ is ,fo! those who have ,sinned against God. 
ment in res'pect, to the faith that saves the 'Soul, i~ order .ImmedJiatel(Y someone wi1l say, "What do you m:ean 
to ,be saved. . '. , " '. , " . .': by ;that? We are out of j-ail. We don't'staai. We are 
, ,Once or tWIce I have 'trIed! to bsten, I su'ppose, to the ,not very bail. 'Why dO you call us sinners 1'" ' 

.- most popular' religious broadCast over many 'stations in " " " .' ' 
the United:' States. I happen to know the broadcaste.r, , '. ,Must'Speak With.the Authority o~ the Word '" 
aDd I know' that every Friday 'he has to depoSit ,thi.r.ty. ,':1 went'once to an evarigelis'tic 'Service being 'conducted' 

· thousand doHars to pay for his 'broad,cas;t. I 'say, I have by 'some young siudents.' They were very faithful i'n 
tried to 'listen 11:0 him, but I have never been able to hear their pr.eaching. TheY told! ilie People, very plainly 'that 

..it th'rough, for ,the .simple reas~n that 'it is 'so ele;mentary. they' were si~ner-s .. There ·was 'a g~ntleman sitting just. 
It is like hearing someone reI;>e'atip'g the' :aIphabet~ in front of me, 'who seemed: to be a ID;im of intell)igence, ' 

· Yet millions need -that, because milHona have been' de- and who'seemed to 'be ,rather intereSted! in what was being , 
'prived 'of a- fl,lller knowledge of ·:theword of 'Goc;t, Still said.' When the s~rVice was over i approached 'him and 
the..-multitudes 'need 'only, 'and are able only to digest the asked him if he had ,been interested in' what he had heird. 

· milk Qf the word!' and know n~thing' ,about its \ strong He: replied, "9f course! Who would 'not be interested in ' 
mea~. ~a subject' of such, profound importance; but'the" question , 
. ' ·A Boitle of. Miik~, ,_ I,should like 'to ask is'this, On whose authority do these, . 

, Now here is a 'bottle of milk for you: "Faith cometh ,young men ·presume to ten me that I" am a 8'inner?", 
by. hearing, and hearing by the word"of' God,," The other T,hey 'had con~nted themselves with the, 'as:sert'ion, b4t" 
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they had not given the reason why they made tliat as'ser­
tion, ·and fai·th; had not come by hearing, f9r' the reason 
that ·they -had not heard the word of God. 

"The Son of man is come to seek and to save that which 
was 108lt." You have .not even the beginnings of fai,th in 
your heart if, first of aB, you do not believe that you are 
a sinner. That i·s what the word of God 8'ays. No matter 

What the Bible Says About Sin ·how you feel, He tells us every one, that "aU have sinned, 
. . and come short of the ,glory of God." IRe further ~lls 

~hat we, need to hear, If. ~e are to ·be saved, IS w~at us ,that sin, when i,t is fini'shed, brJngeth forth death. 
thIS J~sus says, .and what HIS word says about .our Sl~. Say to your doctor, "You have given me a diagnosis. 
That l~ the an-Important"mllit~r. We must ·al1 begm You te~l me what is the matter: What is your prognosis? 
the~e. .Someone Wlll say, I don t f~l as thou~h I were / What lies in the ,future?" Perhaps he has to say, 
a smner. I don't 'k~ow what partIcular wrong I ih·ave "neath unless something i's done." That is the great 
done; anl(j;,. Iio,t knowmg, I don't know how to be ~O~y Physician's diagnosis, and prognosis. He says there is 
for, the thmg that does not appear ~ me to be evIl. I that in every one of us that wHllbring us down to death 
·don t feel u~comfortable a?out IIl! sm, ',~ how am I to without doubt, unless speedily. we go to Him, and. receive 
know. wha~ IS meant by :bemg. a sInner?' . . Hi's treatment . 
. It IS qU'lte true·, my dear fnend~, that we may be S'ln-

ners without knowing Hr. We may be very 'greatisinners, Repentance and Faith Two Aspects of the Same Thing' 
and}n grave peril 'without 'knowing i,t. There is another thing: The Bible speaks about re-

Consult the Great Physician for a "Check-up" 
I am 'very glad that people have formed the habit now 

of not waiting until they 'are ill to see their physician. 
They are wise to go to their doctor for a "check-up". 
Sometimes I have heard of someone's feeling perfectly 
wen, 'able to do a good day's work, free from all pain, 
a~'" ofaH anxiety on account of any immediate sickneSs. 
But When the doctor has examined them, he has looked 
very ·sober, and, they have s·aid, '''Doctor, have you found 
anything ?". He s'ays, "I am afraid so." "But there is 
nothing· the matter with me." "Did you come to me to 
inquire of me whether there was anything wrong?" 
"But ,I dKln't feel anything." I "W'aif a minute," and the 
d~ctor puts his finger somewhere, and the patient winces. 
Why? Because there was someth·ing in there that the 
man knew nothing about, bilt :it was something tha't re­
quired immediate attention. 

What Next? 

. pentance toward God; and faith in our Lord Jesus ·Christ. 
Wihat is repentance? It is a change of mind, but it. is 
such a change of mind that it 'brings wi-th it the pro­
foundest sorrow for that of which we have been made 
aware. . . 

You' cannot believe without repenting. Repentance is 
the o·ther side of faith. If really we believe, inevitably 
we h·ave come to repentance. 

Repentance and Faith Compel Action 
What i·s repentance? Oh, a man sats of something 

he did, "I ·amsorry." But he is not 'sorry ulJless he 
ceases from doing the things for which he says he is 
sorry. I :heard recently of a man's saying he was sorry. 
He :Was' ashamed of something. If he i's real1ly ashamed, 
he will openly confess it, and trY to make' it right. Re­
pentance. iDeans a ri:ght abou.t face. 

Pursuing my metaphor a Httle further, you hear the 
physician sa'Y you have 'a 'Serious ailment. Now i-t will 
depend! upon the extent of your faith as to what you do. 

Now, faced with a thing like th'at,' what is that patient If you re'ally 'believe him, and if you believe what he says, 
00 do? The question he must ask is, ",Can J 'trust this thllit that thing that he has discovered his death at the 
doctor? Do I believe him? Can it be possible that he heart of it, you will 'be profoundly moved, but not only 
ha's made .a mi~take? .Is what he has told me, ~rue?" that, you wilt immediately say, "But, doctor, if that be so, 
If you beheve In your doctor, and you 'have confld'ence what am I to do? How sha'11 I get rid' of it?" If you 
in :his medical skill, immediately you have to admit, "I . disre~ard 'his warning, and think nothing of U, you will 
thought 1. was 'a weB man, ,but I am not. I did not . 'go 'hack to you·r work to-morrow morning, and forget all 
suppose there was anything 'wrong, 'but I have to ac~ al;lout it, until you are forced by. the progres·s of the 
knowled'ge there is." disease against wh'ich you are warned, to take cognizance 

Now you need· to ·go to 'the Lord Jesus for what they of .it, ·and seek treatment. 
caB "a check-up"; and if you do, undoubted'l'Y He wiIl. tell We really d~ not-repent unW we seek a remedy for our 
you, "Yo'u are afflicted' with a d1sease. th~t always has sin. If we really repent we shaH turn to Him Who alone 
a fatal termination." He win tell you, "You are dan~r- is able, to help us. 'Repentance toward God, and faith in 
ously ill" "Bu,t I don't feel i:t." Of course not! "Fai-th our Lord Jesus Christ go together. That is the man­
cometh by hearing, and hearing b'Y the wordi of God"; wal"dl side of it, that we have sinned, and we are sorry 
and it is better that you should d1scover your ailment for it, and would like to get rid of our sin. 
wh.iJe you don't feel it. It is better that you should know 
it is -there, 'and be prepared .to have it dealt with at the 
earldest pos'sible moment. ' 

Only Those Who Know They AI:e Sinners Can Believe 
My dear friends, that is what t~is script:ure means: 

you cannot believe on the Lord Jesus Christ if you don't 
bel:ieve 'You 'are a sinner, becau'se that is what He says 
you are. You may be a member of the church., bu,t you 
are not a believer on the Lordi Jesus Christ, if yo~ do 
not 'know, for yourself, that you 'are by nature incurabIy 
sick. ' 
, JesU's ,had never been here were we not sinners. Chrlst 
'Jesus came into the world-why? "To save sinners." 

TheGQd-ward Aspect of Repentance 
But there is the GO'd'-ward aspect of repentance. J 

did no,t· know the Physician. To me He was a ·Stranger. 
I, had not an'Y interes't in Him at all, untH I consulted 
Him, and untH His skill warned, me of my peril. 
Then I had' a different attitude toward Him. He be­
come's a very important Perscin, a· F'actor in my life. 
I must 'listen to Him now. I must obey Him. Obey 
Him! Why shQuJd I obey anyone? Not at all, if you 
don't care about your 'llife. But if you do, true repentance 
means that 'You turn about, and this Stranger becomes 
now one of the most· important peopre you ever ~et, and 
you listen intently to what He has to say, and, you stand. 
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reaib" with all your resources 1;0 do what He direct'S you 
to do. ' 

Who Is Jesus? 
Who is'the Lord Jesu's to you? Ju'S't 'a Figure in a 

Book, Someone of 'Whom you have heard. No interest 
in Him! No reason why you should care wh'at He has 
to say! But the m,oment He speaks in slJch a way as to 
make you feel that He knows more a!bout you than you do 
yourself, the moment you find in Him a Person, as did 
the Samaritan woman, who said, "ICome,' see a man, 
whieh told mea:I1 things that ever I did;":, is not this the 
Ohris-t?"-then you say, Why, He is different from 
everyone! I must chang,e my mind toward Him. I must 
change my mind: toward what is the matter with me; 
toward what i oug-ht to do-change my mind entirely to­
ward Him Who :has informed me of my peril." 

What is J e&us Christ to 'you? More important than 
father or mother, or Ibrother, or 'Sister,' o'r children, or 
husband, or wife? He is the one Person Who knows 
al:Iabou-1 you. Says the doctor, "I will arrange for ,you 
flo have an X-ray." But this Physician of Whom I speak 
does not need any X-ray. He knows even the'thoughts 
and intents of the heart, and when He tells you wh'at is 
the matter with you, that is the last word. You don't 
need to go to anyone else. His word is final. You are 
a sinner without 'hope, unles'S you find! hope .in Him. 

Jesus Paid It All 
Now you have become interested in Him, and you 

beHeve in Him thus far that you have accepted what He 
has to say about your state. "But now, Doctor, what 
can you do for me?" .He says, "I have already d()n,e the 
-important thing: I have paid' ,alll you,r debts. ,That is 
why I came. I went to the cross f()r you. I died in 
your room and stead, and every stroke that ought to have 
fallen upon you, feU upon Me, 'and'with my stripes you 
may be 'healed." That i's another thing for you to believe 
about Jesus. 

Can Even God Ask More Than That Christ 
, Should Die for You? 

Do you believe that the death of Jesus Christ in your 
behalf :is 'aliI that a Holy God requires for your salvation? 
Do you see that the bill rendered to you, for your' obliga­
tion, has been stamped in-blood-"Paid in full"? Do you 
believe it has been paid in full? WeU, that is what it 
is to' believe on ;the Lord Jesus 'Christ; Believe that He 

• has taken 'account of our sin and effected our salvation: 
What else does it mean? You may 'say, "This trouble 

may come back. I want .to know whether I can so com­
pletely recover from it that I shan be free from it." Well, 
"If any man be in Christ Jesus,' he is a new creation." 

Christ Always Perfects His Work 
I was thrilled ()n ThurB'day evening with one of our 

, ladies who came in to "See me. I had seen ·her a number 
of times before I knew 'anything was the matter wioth her, 
I never in my life 'Sa~ a person who seemed to be in such 
exuberant 'health. It seemed as though there could not·, 
pOssibl,y 'be any;thing wrong. She seemed to !be one ()f 
me healthiest person'S alive. , 

After a while she came in to tell me that 'she was 
Atricken with what is always regarded as 'a fatal disease. ' 
She had to go 1;0 the hospital. We prayed for her, as 
she went ,to the hospi,tal, and while she wa's thete. But 
we have seen many, many cases like that. ' 

I was 'away for a while, and I had not seen her for 
s~me time. ,On Thursday evening, J 'saw her again, much 

thinner, but with the same'sparkle in 'ber eyes, and the 
same f'luSlh of health upon her cheekS'. She said, "Oh, 
Pastor, I can hardly contain myself." I 'said, "You look 
happy." "Yes; my J}hysicians to-9:ay have given me a 
clean bill of health again. They have ltold me that the 
trouble I 'have dreaded is 'all gone-no trace of it left, 
with no likellihood' of its recurrence. Oh, I can hardly 
praise the Lord enough." 
, Do you see, she had received a further ~ord from her 
physician, which gav~ her assurance that now, '8'he was 
welt 'She believed what he saill, that now the danger 
was pas.t. ! 

A Clean, Bill of Health 
Is' it not a ,great thing to get a clean bill of health from 

the great Physician, an'd to read in Hi-s word tha,.t He, 
-haSt said: "Verily, verily, "I 'say unto you, He tha,.t heareth 
my word, and 'believeth on him that sent me HATH ever­
la'sting, life, and shaH not come into condemnation; but 
IS passed!' from death- unto life." To get that from the 
'greatest Authority in the universe, puts a hallelujah', 
into anyone's heart, does it not? Does it not make you 
feel that life, -after all, i'S worth 'liv.ing? The S:hadow 
was upon you, and it looked a's though all hope waS' gone, 
but He' removed it. Thim He comes and says: "I give 
unto them eternal life;, and they shaH never perish, 
neither sha}.} any man ,pluck them out of my !hand. My 
father, which gave them me, is greater than all; 'and n() 
man i's able ,to pluck them out of my F'ather'SI hand,." 

Could' I put it more plainlY t~an I 'have, done thia 
morning? That has been my desire. If there should 
he one man or woman, young man, or young woman, or 

'hoy or girl, in this congregation to-day, wh() came in here 
without ;the 'assurance of 'salvation, it has been my prayer 
thaot he or she may go out saying, "I know now I am 
saved." 

Let us pray: 
o Lord work in us that faith which will take all that' is 

said in Thy word for granted, that we may receive, without 
question, what Thou hast said. So may we come with our 
sins. Thou hast said that if we confess our sins, Thou art 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cieanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

We would come acknowledging that we are sinners, and 
as Thou dost receive us as we believe in Thy forgiveness. We 
repent, 0 Lord, we hate the sins which we have committed, 
and wh~ch have been a pain and a grief to Thee, and we 
would be delivere,d completely from them. 

Now come to us. Whisper to' our hearts afresh the sweet 
words of assurance. Grant that we all may believe this morn­
ing that we have passed from death unto life, for Jesus' 
sake, Amen. . . 

"NO CONDEMNATION!" 
~very genuine convert to Christ is saved from the con­

demnation of sin. Though Peter's hearers were the very 
persons who with wicked hands had crucified and slain 
the Lord' of life, yet he gives them hopes of mercy and 
salvation, by directing ,their attention to the very person 
they had crucified. In his name he preaches' repentance 
andl remission of sins, even in Jerusalem, assuring them 
~hat there is salvation in no other. When they fled' to 
the only refuge, they found mercy, and felt that thoug.h 
Christ's dying for sin was a tranS'ient event, it was of 
perpetual efficacy. The- blood of atonement retains its 
cle~l.Dsin~ powers, and makes the message of mercy an;' 
everlastmg gospel. AH who come to God! pleading' this 
atonement, are saved to the uttermost, the guilt of sin, 
is removed, the sentence of the law is-reversed. and they 
can never come into cond~mnation.r-ANDREW 'FULLER. 
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Deli~e~ed at Cannon· Street· .H~tel Atidj~riu~, LOn40n, England, -Tuesday Ev.e~ing, October 8th, 1934; 
. . '. Un~r the Auspi~es .o(The Bfble Leag~e of" Great Britain '. 

• ..~. '. • • • '. •• . ". I 

S· P,tJRq~9N ·(i~ed i'n eighot~n hun~re«:i~n,d n.~ne~Y-Jf;w?,. ··t~~ici~s. 'hav~· had the 'auiia~ity to ~e~. o! Spurge~n 
forty.-two years ago, but even nQw hIS ~Olce IS stIll. as I ~neducated ~ As well m'Ight 1jome mInIature hot­

greatly DUssed';' and-Ms membry, .to a great multit!lde, house, shrub, could it become vocal, describe the giant 
~ is "'still fresh· and 'fragrant. . .,. .. . oak of the forest that had braved' a' .thousand storms, '. 
:.. I reca'n:: y~ars . ago. read,ing: a .sermon by one" of the ~ a,s ".~~~ult!vat?rl'" because it ·had ·not been pampered' and _ 
great' :American 'B-apt~s't preac:hers; Dr. P. S. Henson, .. pett~d m Its lIttle hot...Jhouse pot .. ' 
who was';; successively pastor in ()hicago, New Y9rk, and.. Educa:t~~n co~s·ists essentiaUy in dev.eloping and- d·is­
Boston.· . In Tremont Temple; Boston, he succeeded'_an-, cipl:ining· and' d,irecting to the 'highest degree, and! to' the· 
oiber greit· preaCher, fa~ci1).s ·in :h!s day, Dr. Ge()l:ge C··'· noblest".p.~rpo'se; it man~s natural capacities. The average 

.. Lorimer.'. In·his·\ inauguraJ se,rmOJl, on' assumin~g the youthful mi~d neeq.s, for ,.such development, the d~rection 
pastor"ate of Tremont: Temple, Dr. 'Henson ·told 'his ,con- of"·an~ntellectual senior; 'and' the reinforcement ·and, regu-

·g.regation:.that, yeam :before ·'he had ·succeed:ed. Dr .. y>ri~ " -lation of another"s will. lienee· .the 'value of the regimen 
mer. in'the pastOrate of the 'First Baptist Chlirclt, O~i-·. .of 'college' and university' life,' But here and there is 
.cago., He paid, a glowing-itrib~.te to l¥s' predeces.sor 'as··~ f?un'd a ?Ian. possessed Qf. such "native quaUties that he . 
a man and as a minister 'and ·sai.d thiN; for several years' becomes 'In' tllm-seIf ·both student ·and .faculty; 'and there­
in Chicago iie 'felt that he was.'har~ly,abJe to malte him- fore makes more progress ~n ,~year than most men would 
eel.f hearer because the echo of :])r. Lo:rim~T's voice litH!' in: fo.ar or five, and is found to 'be 'as m~ntaHy,~·ature at 
'lingered ·a.bo.ut. the pI~ce, . .... '. twenty-o~e ·~s. the, av.erage man w,?uld 'be at ·twice his . 

sO may the· .whole . world of Ev·an-gelical Ch)'istianity age~ Apd!· ;In an d'epa~ments of· 'human activi·ty an-d 
say·of,·Spurgeon:1 He is not dead,' bht,speaketh;;, ,the 'echo progr~ss, h"H~to:.y. has chle-fI.y been . made: by men of just . 
of the ,mus·ic of his matchless voic~ ·can stiH .'be . heard. 'such. IDde~endent. personal resourcefulnes·s II;nd' power.. ." 

· T·he, influ.ence o~ his 'beautifplIy, ·symnietr:ical qhri~ti.an ... - By what criteria shaH we app~i'se Spurgeon's in- . 
character, tbe,fru1-ts of 'his'lncQmpara!1:ily effectIve ~m- tellect? One ·scarcely knows whethe·r to be amused:· or 

· istJ::y, ·and ~he power 'of the gl~rious 'gospel he pro~I~imed, indig~ant at th"e 'Presumptu'!us' a-tte~pts of 'certain re­
still ·~M!Ie. .,,'.-..., Ii'gioas tapers to es·timate the dimensions and" poten~ 
, N9.tWi.th'$nd~ng; since, Sp.'.U'lgeon'.s :dar, ,a new· gen,era~ ·tirutit,ies of this· iht~Uectual -sun through ,the med·iuin of 

"tion has arisen to·,wthich the '&,!eat things wh·ich he taught the'ir six-penny, spy glas's! I wiH make a confession: 
, have :n,o-t been ministereil. In the rea:lm ~~. theological .when ·Dr.'T .. ReavelY Glover'madte -his inexcus'ably Vu~g.ar 
authority'a iiew Pharaoh ·has arisen which kn·ows no,t attack upon the memory: of th·is mi'ghty man of God, :'my , 

, oqr Jo·~eph. ~t is we.H, .t~er.ef?re, tha~ the ~ho!e.:.s~ry:' ~emper ou.tran rn'r' ju4gmen~. I ,.planned· a reply' which 
, should_ be retold, ,that the allunng rO,mance of thl~ g-t;at should. reach every Baptist m.inister in ·,the I Engl'ish-
· figur.e· .should be .procl:a~med' afre~h' as' a. httrt;fbh?g sPeaking wO'rld" ,I had· an initial :th"irty .,thousand' en­
challenge to a vainglorious generatIon, .a.!ld· as an In- ve]opes made' and printed' for, tlle job, Tthen I cooledo 
srpj~iiQft:t~ great .mliltittidesof 'people W1io do not :e·st~em. downo. I 'thought '-1 saw the great and:. ·:tnagminimous 
as a )trange thing the great things of 'God,'s law. Spur-geon .smiHng. I remembered.1I; .'Spurgeon story ,of· 

In thiii,·evenin-g~·s add,ress, I shan refrain from ·men~ . a JP'in·ister. who ~alled' to 'see JVlr. ;Spurgeon" ~nd·.tQld him 
tionirig· the, detaHs of .the insmringly famiI!ar ,s~fy' o~ he was in ·great trouble. He ·had:.a member olhis church 
the 'cfrcumstances '9f Spurgeon's life, or of, Ms unpre-.· who· was strongly opposed. to his ministry: H~i Staid th'at 
cedentedrly fruitful. ·ministry. I pz:opose, raJtper" humbly , 'he 'always sat in the ·front -seat, 'arid as soon 'as: the'min- , . 
and'!gratefully 00 Nl'eord. my own s·imple t:ribute to his .' ister announced. "his text, thi'g man pu.t his' fingers in his 

· gr~a:tne8'S, and my own ·apprais·a:l of h.is ·unique .. place,~ in ears:, and' so .c~n-pinued to the ·end of the !!ermon. 'Having 
,,- Christian··.history; with som~ attempt'to -set forth mytolddhis' stolj", ·he as'kedl Mr. -Spurgeon if·he q,Jd not think 

· ow~r.vi~.w_ of-.:the' ph,iIQsophy of :hi.s life' an~. work.,. This th~~.w~s:a ~~~ble. ~tuati0!l'. '1il-iJ.~' ~nqilired what he wo.u~d 
I ShaJtl,do by speakmg.,of .:Spurgeon on thIS occas~ono as ~o In .1Ike cIrcumstances; ,to w'h:tch Mr, Spu.rgeo.n- repl~ed, 
a Bilble preacher.' ;,. , .' . '. . .' . I thmk I S'ho1;lJrd ask the u>rd~ to send a fly to ljgh-t 

One' cannot,. with any h'ope· of' aCcuraCY, 'analyze the'· uJJ:On ·his· nose:" Th~ m!ln '8!B.~ the ~:um~ur:~f. th~ situ-
· Spurgeon phengme_non without reco~·nizi~gd/.i8· .apparent atIon, 'a~d ~ound ~eJ'I~:f m ·a .l)earty-Iaugh. . I 

1J'1'ecocity. PeritaPl!!: itt wOuld, not be an ex·a·gg~ration to say .That· w!is eharacteris·tic of the attitude of· our hero: 
th,a-tJli~ p].ace in religious . history. is comparable -to -that' He ever T~fused to exercise 'his- mipd- with. triv.iaIities·. 
?f ~i.tt .the Younger In th·e :h'i~tory of this c9uritry·; /orRemem:bering this,.1 fel,t tltat the vu},gar 'attack mad'e 

. It woul1d· prob~bly_ Jbe correct ,00 s'ay that, by the tIme upon Mr .. Spurgeon's memory was no-twort-h a replry. Of 
he was twenty-one ·years of age,.IC. oR .. Spurgeon was . one thing. one' in·aybe sure, that by the time the cen­
,the· most CQD'spicuous' figure iIi the evangelical. wo'rld. .. , tenllry of the birth of some of these critics· rolls around' 

· . Ho·~ is his ·you-thf.ul ,pre-eminence~ to be ·accounted for·? . -there~ wi}.} ,be -nobody to .celebrate it, for the rea'son th~ 
· . That 'he was-a .m,an of imcommon mental cap~city t think: world wi!'l have forgotte~ that th~y eve!." lived. . '_ . 

is .generallY Col1cooed,.· 'H~. was', by· natul!e, cast in ·an·' It is difficult to measure the 'in-teliledual stature of, .. 
. uDusuil"1mold. Moreover, 'his' ·rem·arka·bie native'powers' Spurgeon, I venture'·humbly 'the opinion that for native 
.. h~d be~n 'highly deve'16p~d, ·a~d thproughly, d'iscipl~n~d. mental I~apaci.ty and', po1\'"e! of ,. absor-ption, foz: rational 
at .a·yery early l!!ge. Diminutive' theoretical eduCation-a I . 'vigour, fo·:' an~ly;tical ·~cumen, for ·an·alogicalacquisttive~ 
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rie!!'~, for i~~rless :inquisftiy~nesS, ,and pow:er of courage- ,I remem~er to ,:have read,. but where J have- ~n 
ous"e:iploration, for' poetic insig~t and imagination, for .' una;ble- to reciill, th'8ltMr. Spurgeon, who was not given 
philosophic Comprehension, for prophetic vision· and com- to boasting, 'and 'who was humbly reticent so far as his 

'. pas's and" perspective, for heroic aba'ndbnment' to -the own spiritual attaJnments'were conCern~ remarked to 
, consequences' of ,knowledge, for' daring intimaey with ' some friends that 'he' beHeved that during his-~waking 

truth-':"in many centuries' few minds .have ~qualled" and momenits, over. a period of. twenty years, he had, not 

. ..... .:.," .. \ ':.' ." ' ... ~.. '. . ..... .. ... .,.. . -'.' '.' - ' 

non'e have exc~Hed, that of :C. 'H. Spurgeon. ' ' b~en uncons/~ous. of th~ i>resen~ of. Christ; '~, tl!:at' 0 

" ,: : BuY ~hen all .this ha~ 'Qee~ recognized" an~ _ a.C~owl- . is the meaning of such, great sayings··as this:, "And " 
: . 'edlge~, there still 'remains·,the wonder of Spurgeon's abil':, trul~ our feM9wSlhip 'i~ with' the 'Father; and With his 

ity 'as Ii youth to describe nearly every conceivable phase S~n Jesus Christ." ,I believe "Spur-geo,n"s personal re-
·of human experien,ce, and to play upon 'every element lationship to ChriBit, :his unbroken oommuIiion with Him, 
of~human,'emotion8il, intellectual, 'and voId tiona;}, ldfe as his, passionate love for the Master, is the truest explana­
upon a harp of a -thousand; smngs, When 'but a youth tibn' pi !tis sPiritualized: intelleCtuality, . and hip, intel:' 
.I recalr'laying down a volume' of ,Spurgeon's sermons, .lectq·al:izedl SlPirituality-=-the only pos'sible <explanation; 
'a:iid enquiring of, myself, Whence and how did: this youth indeed,' of hIS attitu'de tOward the Bible and-the essen-

.. of twenty-one 'acquire 'so intimate a knowledge, of .the tial' doct!inep, of t~e 'go'spel of grace. .. 
whole gamut of human experience? .And, one dray I I ipropose to try to give you some idea of the d.evel­
found'a s'atisfactOry solution.of the phenomenon;.and:t:in opment of Spurgeon;s vit;w of the Bib1e, and. of tliat 
. the d1scov:ery I thou'ght, andi 'stH~ think, I di'SICerned the system' of truth which he conceived. the gospel of Christ 
explanation of the, de'pth, andl breadth, and height, the' to comprellttmd.. ' f 

weaIth ofcCirutent, the timeless' character, ,the enlarging. 
'Compas.s 'and abiding fruitfulness of S·purgeon's. minis~ . We hear "tI)uch from' our critics about thar groWth _.' 
tiy, Here it is~:,. ··~O how. 'love I thy' law! It is my in knowledge, and' their progressive acquaJntance .with 
"medd,tation 'alI-"the day. Thou 'through thy cOmmandL _ facts; much, too, by implication, to our disadrvantage, 
ments hast ma.q.e '-me wis·e·r ·than inin.e enemies.: for they o'f the 'h'and:icap' of a. '~sta:tic'; mind'.. But" within the 

. 'rth I W d ta d' "'h II realm of any man's knowledge there are 'certain factual 
!lre ever WI 'me'..·' 'ave_,more un ers n m,g' 'I. an a elem,ents ~ which nevet change ," there' are facts which' 
my teachers: for thy. testimonies are my meditation. I 

· illlder:standi more ··than the -ancients,' because~' I . keep thy never cease to -be f.acts. The multipl'ication ,table, in 
~precepts:JJ . ,. principle, cannot wholly :be ignored even by an Einstein. 

But no estimate of .. Spurgeon's .illltellectual qualities The 'greatest of ,all 'composers, rwhoeve~ he 'may be, or 
can 'be even .app_roxilf:latelY correct w:hich' doell' nbt take may }i~ve been, never e.scaped from 'the -harmonIous 
account Of the quality of his spiriU.ial life ·and .... endoUJ- oond.age of the 'musical scale; while not even:a Shake­
ments. ChaHenging as' the statement may be,' 'belief 'is 'spe~lre_himself '~otild d.ispen.se wit~ the alphabet. 
les's ·an exercise of tlie, undersitand:ing than' an attitude . "I,s there' no - analogy here to 'elements of' spiritual 
of will: "If .any man will do his wiJrl, he ShRll· know of' 'knowledge,? May' not 'a spiritual babe know some -thi~gs 

, the doctnlle, whether it be of God." "Ho.J.d'in'g faith, ' from which he will never depart, tho'ugh' he 'should-be­
;md a. lfO~dJ"':conscie!1ce; 'wh!ich ~ome having .putawny com~ a. spi'ri tual Methuselah? . Why Slhoul'd Christran 

-' ooncerning faith 'have made shipwreck." .In the,'FiTst men." :boast of there-lease from the thraldom-of "revolu­
Epistle to TilIDothy, 'three times within ·the 'COmpass of tion'!? It is '-one Qf the chief glorie!;!' orf 'Spurgeon and 
thr~ -short chapters. conscience is '"linked with faith, . his" min:istry that whil~ there was u~doubtedly a pro-

· Paul insisting that "f'aith unfeigned" is . .inseparable from ·.gr~s'sion in kno~ledge; and an enlargement of view, in the 
"love' ouf ofa pure heart, and 'a gdod conscien'ce"; and essential'S of his faith 'he wag. to the end of his ministry 

· tpat whoev~r thrusts from',him ·a 'good conscience, "in- what h~ had' been at the, beginning:. AIid'-the Scr'ipiUTe 
evitably "makes' shipwreck concerning the faith"; and adequately 'explains this'faCt: "'They went out from us, 

· ,.th~t the full t:::hristi'all .revelation; .. "the ·mySll;ery of the 'but they were riot Of us; for·if they had been 'orf us, they 
, , .. "' .' faith", .is -not to be held- by'.·any pecu,ldarity of intellectual, would"no d;Q~'ht )la~e continued ~th ,u~: but-they ",ent 

aPtitud.e,. but .... ·in-· a p~.re· cpnireience"; In' Paui's view out, that they might' be ,mad'e manifest th'at Ithey were. 
,therefore, if the' woof of .8. man's belief i's' 'intellectua~, not a'l,l' of -us'. But 'Ye have an unetion from the. Holy 
its warp' 'is moral. While' reIigiou.s ·belief. is sometimes One, '~nd ye know all things. I have not written unto .. \ '-, 

: regarded as ihouigh it were a fabric woven i-n reason's you because ye 'know not the truth, but because. ye know 
worn of materi'al called facts, the truth is, that it is not it," and that no lie 'is' 'of the truth. Who is a liar ibut he ' 
'a -mere manufa-cture at aU, burt· a cultivated "growth; thaJt 4renieth that·Jesus is the Christ? He 'is 'aniichr'ip,t, 

· which, while: rising. out' of. the. su.rfa~~oil' of the, in- that· d¢nieth t~e F,'ather and the iSon. Whosoever deri,ieth 

, ,I 
tellectual; i's yet rooted 'in the' subsoil of' conscience 'arid, . tJhe 'Son. the same hath not the 'Father: .but 'he' that 
the mor·a! D'ature: . . . '. ' . "', . • acknowle4geth the' Son hath the Father also. Let ·that 

, .' Hence there is a m:ut~aI:i'y cornplementaT'Y anre"!oopro-_ ~~~~!e abide' in you, w~ich ~ ~ave_ heard' from the 
cal relation between what a man is~'anrd what he believes, begmnlDg. If that which ye have heard from the be-

, ,betWeen. wha:t 'he belieyes' and what ·he. is. A conscience ~ning shall remain in yo~, ye a.so shall ,continue. in 
drugged with dereliction wiH inevitably befog the>uncrer-' the Son, and in the Father. And this is 'the promise 
stapdlnrg. with' unbelie~. A man's view of .the Bible that he hath promised' us, eyen eternal life., These' 
must, in the nature of ,th~ case, be affected"by hi'S! re- things have I .written unto you concerning them tha't 

'lartionship to ,the Person .the Bible' enshrines.: SpurgeOn's seduGe you. But the 'anointing which ye have received: 
peHucidJ :view of the . doctrines .orf grace, '-and of the 0.£ Mm 'abirdeth .in you, and ye needJ not that any man 
,BiIQJ~ as their.authoritative·sO.1irce, w~s the, natural re- teaoh youi 'but as' the same !Ionointing teacheth you of 

. -'su1t ot: Ms' perso.n'8il i~ti~cy with· ~eslls. Chri'SIt" 01lr Horli, .,~n th~·n·gs, ,and is truth,. anti is no lie, and even -as -it 
'1'~u'S a person fif siIperior piety,' thMgh of m~~()Cre hath taught.you; ye shall abide in hi.m. And" now, Jdttle . 

.. 'merutal· capacity ,and ·a.t~~ments, may have ~: clrearer _ 'Ghndr~n, abide in him'; tha~, when' he !!hall 'appear, 'we· 
- und~rstanidin'g;' of" divine'. tnith th~n the' 'greatest intel- may have .confid.ence, ·arid not be. ashamed b.efore him at .. , 
· lectual reld·gious· theori,at.- ._: his 'coming." . : /' 

\. 

, 
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In many 'respects the truest ind·ications of the quality 
. of a ,man's inner self are given in his spontaneous 

utterances. Sermons are not, or ought not, to 'be im- -
promptu expreSisions, hut considered presentations of 
truth. Notwithstanding, the necessity of weekly output 
injects into t~e- wee·kIy product elements of spon,taneity. 
The preacher who is cons,tantLy before the pu'blic is more 
likelY' to express his heart than his head in rus regular 
pulpit deHveries. 

Let us hear then a little of Spurgeon's view of the 
Bible as expressed in a 'sermon preached in March, 
eigthteen :hundred and 'fif,ty...f.ive, at Exeter, Hall. As he 
was borp the nineteenth of June, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-four, 'and the sermon was preached the eighteenth' 
of M'arch, eighteen hundi-ed and fifty-five, he was thr~e 
months short of his majority. The text of the sermon 
was, "I have written to him the ,great things of my law. 
but they were counted as a strange flhing": 

. "'First, then, concerning this book, who is THE AU­
THOR? The text says that it ds 'God. 'I have written 
to him the 'great things of my law'. Here lies my Bible. 
-who wrote it? This volume is rtbe writing of the 
'living God: each letter was penn~ with an Almioghty 
finger; each word in it dr,opped from the everlas!il,lg 
lips each sentence was dIctated by the Holy SPinto 
'Everywhere I find God speaking: it is God's voice, not 
man's; the words are God's words, the words of the 
Etemal the Invisible, 1!he Almighty, the Jehovah of 
this ea~h. This Bible is God's Bi.,le; and when I see 
it I seem to be'ar a voice springing up from it, saYing, 
'I' am the book of God: man, read me. :r am God's 
writing: open my leaf, for I was pennell by God; .1'!!ad 
it, for he is my author, and you wi'll.see him ViSIble 
and manifest everywhere.' 'I have wntten to him the 
great things of my-law';" 

T,hat is surely a very strong assu.mption of t'he 
verbal inspiration "of Scripture; 

In the same sermon he speak~ of the authoritY' of 
the' Scriptures after this fashi~n: 

"First, my friends, stand over this volume" and ad­
mire its authority. This is no common book. It is not 
the sayings of the sages of 'Greece; here are not the 
utterances of philosophers of past ages. If these words 
were written by man, we might :reject them; but oh, 
let me think the' solemn thought-that this book is 
God's hand-writing, that these are God's words, Let 
me look at its date; it ~s dated from the hills of heaven. 
Let me ~ook at its letters; they fiash glOry on my eye. 
Let.me read the ch/apters: they are big with meaning 
and "mysteries unknown. Let me turn over the proph­
ecies: they are pregnant with unth0!lght-of wonders. 

. Dh book of hooks! And wast thou wrItten 'by my God? 
Th~n will I bow before thee. 'l'hou book\ of vasrt. 
authority, 'thou art 'a p.roclamation ~m the Em'PE!1'?r 
of Heaven; far'be it from me to exercIs~ my :reason In , 
contradicting thee. Reason! thy place'ls to stand and 
find out whaot th~s volume means, not to tell whe.lt 
this book ought to say. Come thou, my reason,_ my 
inteHect, sit thou down and' listen, for these words are 
the very words of God. I do not 'know how to enlarge 
on this thought. Dh! if you could ever remember that 
this Bihle was actually 'and really written by God! Oh! 
if ye had been let into the secret chambers of heaven, 
if ye had beheld God grasping his pen' and writing down 
these letters, thelll sur~y ye would respect rthem. But 
they are just as much God's band-writing as if you had 
seen God write them. 

It would' surely he dlifficu"lt to find a strOnger state­
ment than that. A~ain he speaks of its truthfulness: 

·"Then, since God' wrote irt, mark its truthfulnes8. If 
r ·had written it, there wouM be wonns of critics who 
would at once swann on it, 'and would .cover it with 
their evil spawn; had r written it, there would be men 
who wou1d pun it rto pieces at on~, and perhaps quite 
right too. But this is the Word of God; come, search, ye 

criti<.'S, and' find a flaw; examine it from its Genesis to 
its Revelation, 'and find an error. This is a vein of pu:re 
gold, unalloyed by quartz, or any earthly substance. 
'l'his is a star without a speck; a sun without a blot; 
a light without darkness; a moon without its paleness; 
a glory without a dimness. 0 ~ible! it cannot be said 
of any other book, that it is perfect and pure; but of 
thee "we can declare all wisdom is gathered up in thee,. 
without ·a particle of folly. This is the judge that 
ends the strife where witt and reason fail. This is the 
book untainted by any error; but is pure, unalloyed, 
perfect truth. Why? Because God' wrote it . . . 
Strange ,that there should be men so vile as to use . 
the penknife of Jehodakim, rto cut passages of the Word, 
becau/le 1!hey are unpalatable. Oh ye who dislike 
certain portions of the Holy Writ, rest assured that 
your taste is' corrupt, and that God will not stay for 
your. little opinion. Your dislike is ·the very reason 
why God wrote it, because you ought not to be suited; 
you have no right to be pleased. God wrote what you 
do not like; he wrote· the truth. Oh! let us bend in 
reverence before it, for God inspired i~. It is pure 
truth. Here from this fountain gushes ~ vitae--: 
'the water of Ilife', wi1!hout" a single particle of earth, 
here from this sun cometh, forth rays of radiance, 
without the mixture of darkness. 'Blessed Bible; thou 
art all truth." , -

Trhere is no room there for the modernistic idea that 
the Bible contains certain elements of truth, but with 
a large admixture of error. AU this which I have qu~ted 
from a youn1g man not yet twenty-one!, 

But now let me quote from two sermons preached in 
the year e1ghteen Ihundred and eig:hty-seven: -the first, 
in March of that year, and just thirty-two years and 
a few days later th'an the sel'lmon from which I have 
just quoted; tne second quotation is from a sennon but 
a few d'ays earlier in ~e same year: 

"Notice, that our' Lord believed in the divinity 0/ 
8cripture. He says, 'How then shall the sciiptures 
be fulfilled?' But if the Scriptures are_ only the 
writings of men, there is no necessity that they should 
be fulfilled. If they are merely the fallible utterances 
of good men, I see no particular necessity that they 
shotild be fultHled. Our' Lord Jesus Christ insisted 
upon it that the Scriptures must ibe fulfiUed, and the 
reason was, that they 'are not the word of man, but 
the Word of God. The Scriptures were evidently the 
Word of God to our Lord Jesus Christ. He never 
trifles with them, nor differs from them, nor predicts 
that they will vanish away .. It is he that saith, 'Thin,k 
not that I am come to destroy th.e law, or ·the prophets; 
r am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily r 
say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 
tittle shall in no wise' pass from the law, till all be 
fu1fil'led.' . / .' 

"He. believed in the djV'ine origin of the Scriptures, 
and also ~n 1!heir infalZibility. 'How then shall ·the 
scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?' He does 
not bint that the Scriptures might be a little mistaken. 
He does not argue, 'I will bring the twelve legions of 
angels down to deliver myseU,and it is no matter 
to me that then the Scriptures wm be made void.' Ob, 
no! ,the Scriptures must be true, and they must be ful­
filled, and therefore he must be betrayed into the hands 
of men. He settles it. ·as a matter of necessity that 
Scripture must infallibly 'be verified, even to its' jots 
and tittles, \ 

See, brethren, the PriceZess worth of Scripture in the 
estimation of our Lord. In e1fect he says, 'r wiH die 
rather than an¥ Scripture'sball be unftlled. r will go 
to the' cross rather than anyone word of God should 
not be carried out.' The prophet Zechariah has written, 
'Awa'ke, 0 sword, ae:adnst my shepherd. and against the 
man that is my fel1ow, salth the Lord of hosts: smite 
the 9heDherd, and the sheep shall be scattered abroad.' 
The fulfilment of that prophecy fell due that nigbt, 
Rnd the Son of God was prepared to be smitten as the 
Shepherd of the sheep. rather than the word of the 
Father should fall to the ground. 'Skln for skin, yea, 
aU that a man hath wiD he give for bls Ufe'; but Jesus 
would give his life ·for the Scriptures. Bretbren\ It 

/ 
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were worth while for the whole church to die rather 
than any truth of Scripture should be ~ven up. Let 
alll our thousands be consumed upon the altar as one 
great holocaust soon'er than the Scripture' should be 
dishonoured. The Word of the Lord must live and 
prevail whether we die or not. Our Lord teaches us 
to prize it beyond liberty or life .... 
. "To come back to our translation: they received not 
the· gospeZ as the word of men. In these days there are 
some who receive the gospel, but they receive it as 
the word of men. This is tbeir spirit~'Yes, I know 
that suc'h is the view that is heid by Mr. Black; but 
there is another view held by Dr. White; and another 
view is upheld by Professor Gray. ' All these different 
'''views'' are supposed to be very much upon a par.' 
Beloved friends, this is not our way; there is the truth 
of God, and there is a lie; and I want you always ·to 
feel that there is a solemn difference between the true 
and the fa'lse, and that no lie is of ·the truth. 'Believe 

. not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are 
of God.' '];f one says, 'Yes', 'and the other says, 'No', 
it cannot be that they 'are both true. Salvation is of 
grace, or else 'of man: it cannot be '8: joint-stock-com­
pany affair. There is truth, and there is error; and 
these are opposite the one to the other. Do not indulge 
yourselves in the folly with wliich so many are duped'­
that truth may be error and error may be truth; that 
black is white, and white is black, and that there is a . 
whitey-ibrown that goes in between, whiCh is, perhaps. 
the best of the whoie iot. 

/' "There' is an essential difference between man's word 
~ and God's word, and it is fatal to mistake the one for 

the other. If you receive even the gospel as the word 
. of man you cannot get the blessing out of it; 'for the 
sweetness of the gospel lies in the confidence of our 
'heart that this is·the word of God. 'You faU back upon 
Ho'ly Scripture in the grief of an aChing 'heart; but you 
cannot rest however soft the pillow of the promise may 
seem to be, till you can surely say, 'I knQw that it is of 
'God.' If you have even ,the shadoW' of a doubt about it, 
comfort oozes out. The life of comfort flies before 
doubt, even as love is said to fly out at the window 
when w,ant comes in at the door. Prick the heart--'ay, 
wi.th but a need1e's point-and life will go; and prick 
the heart of ifaith-ay, even with the smallest doubt, 
and the life of joy is gone!. The joy of faith, and the 
stren,gth of faith, yea, and the life of faith, are gone 
when you distrust the word of the Lord!" . 

Let me go on -now two y;ear81 farther to May, ei!ghteen 
hundred and eighty-nine, only th·ree years before his 
d:e'ath. Here we have a strong statement respecting 
the verbal inspiration of' Scripture: 

"Looking at the text, does it not strike you as a 
marvel of condescension, that Jehovah, the infinite, 
Should use words?· He has arranged for us, in his. 
wisdom, this way of communicating with one another; 
but as for himself, he is pure spirit arid 'bound'less: 
shall we contract his gloriol,1s tlioughts into the narrow 
channel of sound, and ear, and nerve? Must the eternal 
mind use human words? ThE!! glorious Jehovah spake 
worlds. The heavens and ·the earth were the utterances 
of his Ups. To him it seems more ill! accordance with 
his nature to speak 'tempests and thunders, 1!han to stoop 
to the humble vowels 'and consonants of a creature of 
the dust. Will he in very deed communica·te with man 
in man's own way? Yes, he stoops to speak to us by 
words. We bless the Lord for verbal inspiration, of 
which we can say, 'I have esteemedl the words of thy 
mouth more than my necessary food.' , I do not ·know of 
any other inspiration, neither ·am I a:ble to 'conceive of 
any which can be of true service to us. We need a ·plain. 
revelation upon which we can exercise faith. If the 
Lord ·had spoken to us by a method in which his mean­
ing was infallioble, but his words were questionable. we 
should have been rather puzzl'ed. than edified: for it is 
a tll.!'ik indeed ·to separate the true sense from the 
doubtful words. We should alwavs be afraid that the 
prophet or apostle had not, after al~, given us the divine 
sense: it is easy to hear and to repeat words; but U is 
not easy to convey the meaning of another into per- \ 
fectly independent words of your own: the meanin!!: 
easily evaporates. But we believe that 'holy men of 
old thou,gh using their own ~anguage were led by the 

J 

Spirit of God to use words which were also the words 
of God. The divine Spirit so operated uPon the SPIrit 
of the inspired writer, that he wrote tlle words of the 
Lord, and we, therefore, treasure up every one of them. 
To us 'every word of God is pure,' and withal ful'l-of 
soul nutriment. 'Man doth not live by -bread only, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the 
Lord doth man live.' We can heartily declare with the 
Psalmist, 'Thou art my portion, 0 Lord: I have said 
that I would keep thy words.' 

"Our condescendling God is so wel:l pleased to speak to 
us -by words, that he has even deigned to call his only­
begotten Son, 'The Word'. 'The Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us.' The .Lord useth words, not with 
reluctance, but with pleasure; and he would have us 
think 'highly of them, too, as he said to Israel 'by Moses, 
'Therefore shall ye 'lay up these my words in your heart 
and in your soul.' 

"We believe that we have the words of God .preserved 
for us in the Scriptures. We 'are exceedingly grateful 
that it is so. If we had not the words of the Lord ,thus 
recorded we should have felt that we lived in an evU 
lime, since neither voice nor oracle is heard to-day. I 
say, we should have fallen.upon evi!l days if the words 
that God spake of old had not been recorded under his 
superintendence. With this Book before us, what. the 
Lord spa:ke two thousand years ago he virtually speaks 
now: for 'He will not call back his words (Isaiah 31:2). 
His word ·abideth for ever; for it was spoken, not for 
one occasion, but for all ages. The Word of the Lord is 
so in~ti!lct with everlasting life and eternal freshness, 
that I·t IS as vocal and forceful in the heart of the saint 
to-day as it was to ·the ear Of Abraham when he heard 
it in Canaan; or to the mind of Moses in the desert; or 
to David when he sang it to Ins harp." . 

I need. 'give you but one quotation in suPPOrt of the 
principle of the .equal ins·piration of ·the OM and New 
Testaments. This' also was spoken in the year ei'ghteen 
hundred and ei-g'hty-n:ine: 

"Above al!l, do not drop into the semi-blasphemy of 
some, who think the New Testament Vastly superior to 
the Old. I would not err by saying that in the Old 
Testament you have more of the bullion of truth than 
in the New, for 1!herein I should be falling into the evil 
whi'ch I condemn; 'but this I will say, that they are of 
equal authority, and that they cast such light upon 
each other that we could not spare either of them. 
'Wh'at therefore God hath jOined together, let not man 
put asunder.' fn the whole Book, from Genesis to Rev­
ela·ti0t:I, the words of Jehovah are found, and they are 
aiways pure words .. 

''Neither is it right for any to say, 'Thus spake Christ' 
himse'lf, but such-and-such a teaching is Pauline.' Nay 
it is not Pauline; if it be 'here recorded, it is of the Hoi; 
Ghost. Whether the Holy Ghost sneaketh by Isaiah or 
Jeremiah, or John, or James, or 'Paul; the ItuthoritY Is 
still the same. Even concerning Jeslls Christ our Lord 
this il! true; f~r he says of himself, 'The word which ye 
hear IS not mme, but the Father's, which sen,t me' In 
this matter he puts himself upon the ievel of others 
who were as the mouth of God. He says again, 'For I 
have not spoken of myself: but the Father which sent 
me. he gave me a comm'andment, what I 'should say 
and what I should sneak.' We accept the words of the 
aposHes as the words of the Lord, rememberfne: what 
John said, 'We are of God: he that 'knoweth God hear­
eili us; he that:is not of God heareth not us. Hereby 
know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of' error' 
(.1. John 4:6). A solemn judgment is·thus pronounced 
upon ·those who would set the Spirit of Jesus against 
l'he Spirit which dwelt in the apostles. The words of 
the Lord are not affected in their vaiue by the medium 
through which they came. Revealed truth is aU ofDthe 
same quality even when ·t!tu{ portions of it are not of 
the' same weight of metaV' 

Here is a quotation on th·is sublect respecting the 
fulness of inspiration of the entire Bible, without ad'­
mixture of error: 

"n is also a book pure in the sense of truth; being 
without a.dmia:ture of error. . I 'do not hesitate to say 
that I belIeve that there is no mista·ke whatever in the 
onginal Holy Scrtptures from beginning to ·end. There 
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may he, and there are, mistakes of translation; for: . " On'e map .may liv~ ~n .t1 house that 'has m~i-e andlarge~ . 
translators are not· inspired; 'but .even the historical' . win·S. ow.s tlian his neighbour's, 'and: tiuis'may enJ'oy"·m'o.r\e·' ' · facts are correct: Doubt has been caSt upon them here 
arid there, and at times with great show of reason- sunshine; .but ·th~ Idght· in each '(i'WeUiJiig iii such\- case' 
doubt which it, <has been'impossible to meet -for a would be derived· from the same source, So; with 'our 
sell-son; but only give space enough; and search enough, 'vai'Y:ing"cap~!!ities.of ,perception and. receptio'n, there :wHl' 
and the stones buried in the earth cry out to confirm, b . . .' . . , ' 
each letter of Scripture. Old manuscripts, coins, 'and'in- e varymg OpInIOnS upon many matters. But 'su'c'h li:ght : 

· scriptions, are on the side of the Book, and :against it, as shines i~. the -!·ight o~ the, Orb of day. But 'if:all ·the . 
'. there I}.r~U19thing Ibut theories, and ·tl1e,fact that many . winnows' :be· shuttered, ,anli the, nay be" 'eXchided~ and ". 

'an event ,in <history. has' no· other ,recOrd but ,that-Which. "tapez:s' o::f hum'ali' .wisdom :be . su.I:)stituled: fot-~e shn of. ~ " ' 
the Book affords us. 'I'he,~oK has heen of fate in ·the 'divine .revelation, .the l'ig.ht 'that 'is in us must he .3·_':"k_' ' furnace of criticism; but much, of tha·t .furnace has Ui:U 

grown cold from the fact, that the criticism is 'beneath tless-and then how great is ·that darkness'!' ' 

, . 
. ·1 

contempt. 'The, words of the Lord are, Pure words": . . I have ,'a!i-reapy' said that Mr.' Spu-rgeon's 'view 'of ,truth, ' .... ..,' , 
the're is not' 'art error of any sort in tile who'le .compass 'd . t ' . ed I 1 "b h' I' t' . 'h . -,e' . ' ,of them, .. '. The new theory denies· infal'liibility, to the I ' ~!l!! e er!DIn ·arge y Y' 1"8' persona In 'lmacy Wit ,the,.' ' ... , 
"Words. of! God; but practiwly imputes' it to the. judg-' LOr~J esus.; . ani!' 'o~ ,course ,if is ,equaIJ;y-- true" th~t ·.his·. . 
ments. of men; at least, this is all the infallibility knowle'dige of the Lordi .oil the Word was commun:icated ' 
which they. ~an get at. I protest' that I will- rather ' 'througih the .Word of .the Lord. Mr. 'Spurgeon: was, a " 
risk my sou-l with a guide inspired from heaven, than t t' th I" H . with the differing leaders who arise. from the earth '. s'y:s ema lC. ec:> o'gIan., e ev~r VIewed truth rel,atively, 

. at the,~ali of 'modern thought',!' , . . ,-Dr. Joseph' Parker was himself one 'of the 'greatest" . 
But once more; i~ Februaty, eighteen hundJred' and .. preachers of his. day~perhaps second in. popUlarity onl:y . 

, eighty~nine, Mr, Spu:l'IgeQn c~nfessed ,:his own faith .in' . to Mr. Sp.ur~eon, .himsel~,' And: jit' th~ main; he'~as tl"~e 
. con trast':-:.wi th. the attitude.of thos'e who deny' ·t'he'. unique, ~o the prmc~ples. ~f th~ gospel. Yet the :two men were 

, . inspirat(on o. f Scripture:. . ,,'. • poles apart m. theIr mental outlook., ,Parker was ·a ,briI-
mant preacher, ,bQt his' ·sermons ·were deVoid or! system. ' 

"These ·were not a critiCal; sceptical people. 'They I do not mean that they were homHeticaHy d.efective, but 
trembled at the Word, 'and '9id not sit down on the' rather th<at they W!!rEi without doctrina'!, order' and re}a~' 

· throne of usu~d infalUbilUy, and call the Scriptures . tion.· . Sameo, ne, I think, it Was. .Carl;vle, somewhere' d'e- • 
· to their b.ar; There are men abroad nowadaY8---'I grieve" 
to· say some af ·them in the ministry.,.--who ;take the,' . 'seri'Qes' certain editors as ediifing. their papers after the 
Biible, not that it may judge them, but that they may manner. of upsetting a 'cartloadl·of· coals. ·Joseph Parker 
ju.dge it, 'I'heir. ~udgment weighs. in its· 1?alances the preached after, the manner of . emptyin'g a casket of 
wlsdm:n of God hl'llU!elf. They tal'k, exceeding proudly, ..... el-' ,b t th ' '. f II' t ,'d ," . d' l··t· and their arrogancy exal-teth itself. 0 friel)cJs, ,I ~~ow Jew s, u ey we~ ~ a sor s, an . SIZ~S, an ,qua lIes, 

. ..., .. ",' .not 'how you feel ~~ut tihe preva'ling sCepticism of -the '. ' Spurgeon,' on ~he. other han·d., wa.:s. keenIy .Iogjcal .and ~. 
age, ib,!t 'I am hea~-s~<:~ of it! I shun the place wt),eI:e . ·analytical· and v'ieweOl one -truth i.n reI-anon·to another. 
I am h-ke~y t~ 'h~ar the utterances of men wh~ d~' not His 'oonvi~ion of the divine inspiration' and authority f' 
tremble. at GOd's word. I.turn away from the mulbtude .' ". .', .. ..•• • o. 

, of books which advocate 'doubt and ,error. 'The evil is . the 'ScrIptures' InevitabI-y m~d'e hI-in 'a Trlmtar';ian,-1nvoilv-
.;;. too. painfu!l . for )'lie, T-f, I could be content to be an' in'g Ibelief in, the :es'sential :Peity of Jesus' Christ, Every .' 

Is'!"tmael1te, al}d have my ,hand ,agai!lSt very, man, 1; dOctrine he ,preached was the inevitable coronary' of th'at' , 
m~ght seek thiS company, for !here I f10d every faculty rna' r Jtt' -'"Th d' th':".l! I' 00: D 't ld b of ,my being called to' warfare: bqt .as ',I :l~ve peace,; it, : .'. . Jo:r . p., j:! ~se:,.' ,~ :ea· . V.L ncarna . eI.r ~~ , e 
sickens and saddens me to meet with the enemies"of ~ no a~cldent, ,Hence .Jt ,~as' purposeful, a:dieQ4ate, a,nd' d'e-

,.my soul. If I knew that my motber!s mime would !be. termin;ative., An'-a:cceptance.of the involved prin'Ciples of 
~efamed in certain company, 1; would keep out of. it; '. su:bstitution and' expiatIon 'was .Iog.icaByiIievitable; and 
~f r knew that my father'~ character'wo~ld be tz:aIled that view of 'the etern'aU", "pre-determined, redemptive 
10 the mire. I would travel far not, to hear a ~und so ' ." • . • 
offensive I could wish,to be deaf and blind . rather purpose of the In<:arnation -made hI,m a CaIVlDlst.. . 

, than hear. or'read' the mo~e~ !8)Se'hoods.Wl1ich',. at.this . ToM word~. Cal~~i-sm, he ·defines., in'· the', pfeface o·f· the" ". ' 
, time, ·so often wO\ln9-. my spi·nt ,-.. " ' .. " , . '. ' j' 'm ; 1 t' h' ,. -. . ' " . . . 
" ·~·To. be for :ever holding, the truth of God, as' tho)lgh, Ir vo um~ 0 IS senpons... . . " '. 

'" , ,it· might yet turn-out to be, a lie, '~~re to~lbse al~ ·'the ~ u'rhe word Ca1vi~bun i~' i;QueatJIy ~used here as the .. ' 
comfort of it, To be .for·ever prepared· to desert our. short word ·which,\embraces that part of divine truth' 
Lord and Master, ·to fol:1ow some'· brand-new philoso:. which teaches·that salvation 's 'by grace' a~o " 

. pher, would,be pel"Petual disloyalty. Nay, we ifi~ve.no.t:':, ' . ", " . I.", .. nft 
come thus far at 'a guess. We.ha"e known ~r Lord .So then' his theo-Iogical sy·stem of grace, as he conceived'-
and .his truth for these forty years, and itJ.is not may- it, was base~ upon ~is conviction of tPe Deity .. of Christ. 

' he-or---may-not-be with us now, 'We neither !l-peculate, . Th' t h f I de I • 1. 11~ nor hesitate; but we 'kno~ whom we .have believed" e l"U~ .~. 0 ;tota' praV'It!, effectu'af ca ·Iling,. an~,. final 
'~and by h~s gra~eYle win cl~ave ,to' him. in life and ft:!· " per~ve:m.n~, 1D:h~r;~· 10 the tru,th of the 8Over:elgn Immu-

death," . ... . '. . . . '. tapII~ty of ,th<e S~vlOur he adored. <, . 

~~ese quotationE!' are Mll:e}.y sufificieht· to . e~ab1ish " M'ay; J at this .poin~; without offence,' 'C~11 attention'- to' 
the . fact that from. the 'beginning of· 'his, ritinls.try, to 'the' the diiffer~nce 'betwe.en tn~ abiding ,r~Slidues:'of these two '.' .' , 
end, Mr. Spurgeon never for' a' mo·ment wavered' 'ln- 'his . ministries: It. w.as hut a, short ,time after Dr. Joseph,' 
conviction tb:at the Bible. is -the very word of .. God. ,It Parker.',s death that h-i-s pulpit,'became the ,centre from 
js sure};y foBy to talk of honouring Spurgeon's meIpory vy'hi,ch, was' dissemin-ated! it rac);ical new theology. On the. 
whil-e dishonourinig the Book he so co·nsistently revered" oth~r hand, through va!"Y'in'g fortunes, in the forty-two 

To Mr, SPurgeon; the Bible -was the Sl,1preme 'court years' which have passed since Spurgeon-'s d~ath,. while' 
of appeal.' So ou-g.ht it to be with. us,' DUfer as· we none of· pis successors would' presu-me to claim equality 
may .in' some of our interpretations· of what the ''Holy witbth.im, ,the message of 'the M;etrOpo-Jita:n. Tabernacle 
Book contains', if ,we 'are one in our readiness to accept l_pulipU has cOntinued' to be that of the gospel of salvation 

. . th'e d~is'ion-s of ,ale Book as 'being' the ,final authoiity. 'bX grace .. ' ,.' , ' , 
•. upOn :any: su'bject with which it . deal's,' there is hope of' Surel-y it wo~l'd, b~ 'idle, to co~tend thl!t 'Dayid,'s ,sUng" " ... 

. ; " ultimate agreement, But Bible-Jbelievers· can' fdnd n'Othing" "and s-tone were no factor In his victory Qver GOliath.; . 
'in- common with those·who etther.deny, or debase, or;, and that that .great"·triumph'was'to be :attriblite'd'ex­
despise, or even 'con:d'~scetid{ngoly· compllbn~tit, 'the' Bil1le,' clusivel,y '~' tile' perSonality-'of' t~l'e 'sheph~d:~lad"withO\it 

.. '~,.' .' ,~ . ' . . . - ... ~ 

, . 
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any relation to the instru:meritiaHty he employed.· And 
would it not be roIly, while recognizing Spurigeon',s 'great­
ness, and desiring that the 'same 'abounding fruitfulness 

, shO;,uld characterize our ministries, to agree to discard, 
. or delete, or eml;tsculate, tJhe gospel he preached!? 

Let· us hear for a' moment something from his last 
g:.:eat confer .. ence address.\. Thus he 'spoke: 

"After preaching the gospel for forty years, and after 
.printing t!b.e sermons' I have preached for more than 
six-and-thirty years, rea:ching now to the number of 
twenty-two !hundr~d in weekly succession, I am fairly 
en1!iUed to speak about the fuiness and richness of tlie 
Bible, as a preacher's book. Brethren, it is inexhaust­
ible:' No questiona:bout fre,snness Will arise if we keep 

.. closely to the'tex:t'of the sacred volume. There can be 
no d!ifficulty as toi finding themes total~y distinct from 
those we have, 'handled before; the variety is as infinite 
as the fulness. A long life will'op,ly suffice us to skirt 
the shores of this great continent of light. In the forty 
years of ,my own ministry :r have only touched the hem 
of the 'garment of divin~-..truth; but what virtue has 
flowed out of it! The Word ds like Us Author, infinite, 
immeasurable, without end. If you were ordained to 
be a p'reacher throughout eternity, you would have be­
fore you a theme equal to everlastipg demands. 
,Brothers, shall we each have a p~pit somewhere 
amidst the spheres? Shall we have a parish ,of millions 
of leagues? Slial'l we have voices so strengthened as 
to reach attentive constellations?' Shall we be wit-

,nesses for the Lord of grace to myriads of worlds 
which will be wonder-struck when ,they hear of the 
'incarnate God? Shall we be surrounded by'pure hI.­
telligences enquiring and searching into the mystery 
of God manifest in the !I:1lesh? WiH the unfallen worlds 
desire to be instructed in the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God ?and will eac'h one of us have his own tale 
'to teU of our. experience of infinite love? ' r think so, 
since the Lord has saved us 'to the intent that now unto 
the princtpalities and powers in heavenly places, might 
be known iby the, church the manifold wisdom of God'. 
n such be the case, our Bibles will suffice for ages to 
come for 'new ,themes every morning, 'and for freSh 
songs and discourses world wilthout end." 

Further he ad'dedl in respect to, the Scriptures: 
"We are resolved, then, to use ~ore fully than ever 

at least, increase ft~ ~a:1e' by one copy, just to see', What 
progressive dj.w.nity pretends to 'have 'done. Gonversions 
thi'Oilgh the doctrines of universal· restl,tution! Con­
versions through ,the doctrine of doubtful il,!.spiration! 

, Conversions, to' the love 'of God, and to faith in h1s 
Christ, iby hearing that ,the ·death of ,the Saviour was 
oii'ly the consumma~ion of a grand example, 'but not a 
substitutionary sacrifice! Conversions by 'a gospel out of ' 

/ which all the g~l!!pel has'ibeen'drained! They'say, 'Won­
,ders wiill p,e~er cease!; but such, wonders will never be­
gin. Let them repOrt change.!;! of ,heart' so ~ught, and' 
give us a:n opportunity of 'testing them;., and then, per­
chance, we may consider whether it is worth our while 
to .leave that 'Word which we bave tried' in hundreds, 
and, :some of us,here, in piany, thousapds, of cases, and 
have always found· effectual 'for salva'tion; . We know 

, why they sneer at conversions. These are grape!! which 
such 'fox:es' cannot reach, and therefore, they are sour. 
AS we 'believe in the new.,birth, 'and expect to see it in 
thousands of cases,_ we sllal!, 'adherEt to that Word of 
truth ,by Whicll the Holy Spirit works regeneration. ' In 
a word, in our warfare we shall keep to the old weapon 

,of 'the sword of'the'Spirit,'until we can find a better. 
':r.here is none lik~ ,tl}~t; give it me,!' is 'at present our 
verdict.'" ,,'.... . 

Perhaps I ought explicitly' to' state' so~ethihg which 
everything I ,hav.e said thus 'far implies. ,When all '. ' 
al'l'owance 'has been 'inade' fo'r his natural qualities, aug­
,nu~n.ted by divine iHumination,.,whtm we have recognized ' 
,his personal ilevotiol)., to Christ, hisS!urrend'er of heart 
and intellect to 'the inspired ,Word, 'and the resultant wis­
domand skin in :its cpntinual employment, we must, at 
the s,ame' thne: recognize' that his ministry o.f power was 
a ministry.'o-I the HoW Spjrit. , I 'have viewed with a 
'holy covetousnes's th~ sMrit.ual' fiame' which"Emabled the 
AposUe Paul to wri'te : to" the ROmans, "And! I am sure 
that, when I 'come uniP you, I shaH come in' the' fuJness 
Of the' ,blessing of the gospel ~f Christ.'" Surely tht is 

" an' ex:ample of the daring of faith! 'Can anyone other 
than' ail: apOf!tle speak' after 'vhatill'anner?' "But here is 
a quotation from' a sermon, ,pre~ched tWo dayS before 
C, H. Spurgeon was twentY-OIie, on the text, "The ,power 
of, the Ho'l~ Ghost"·: .' . " . 

"It 'is concerni~g the po~er' of .the .HolY Ghost that I 
shan. speak thiis morning;, and may you have a ,practical 
exemplification of tpat attribute in your own hearts, 

. whenrC?u shim.i f~l that tlte influe:r:tC!'! of the Holy 
'Ghost IS being P9ured out upon 'me; 'so that I am speak­
-in'g the. woi-ds, of th(! U~ng God to your souls" and be-

. what God' has provided for us in this !Book, for we Me 
sure of its inspiration. Let me say that over again. 
WE ARE 'SURE OF ITS 'INSPIRATION. You wilJ:l notice ' that 
attacks are frequently 'made ,as against verbaZ inspira­
tion. The form chosen i.s ,a mere ~ext. : Verbal 
inspiratiq,n, 1s the vel'lbal form of the assault, but the 
attack is ,reaJtly' aimed at 1nspiration itself. You will., 

, not 'read far in ,the essay 'before you will find that the 
gentleman w.'ho started With contesting the theory of in­
spiration Which none of us ever beld, Winds up 'by show­
ing his hand, and that hand wages war with insp1ration 
itself. There is the ,true point. We care little for 'any 
theory of' inspiration'; in fact, we have none .. To us 
the plenary verbal inspiration of Ho'ly Scripture is fact 
and not hypothesis. It is a p1ty to theorize upon a 
subject which is deePly mysterious, and makes 'a de­
mand upon faith 'l'";:tther 1;han fancy. ~elieve in the 
inspiration of SCripture, and 'believe It in .the most'ifn­
tense sense. You wiil not believe in a truer and fuller 
inspiration than real'ly exists. No one 1s likely:to err 
in that direction, even ~f error 'be possible. 11 you 'adopt 
theorIes' which pare off a portion here, and deny au­
thority to a .passage there, you will at last have no 

"stowed upon you when you ate feeling the effects of :It 
.' ·in.,your own spirits:":' -' 

\ . 

. 'inspiration left, worthy of the name." 
As to the relation of his belief in, and his us'e of, the 

Bible as the word of God; he has, this to say: 

"To-day it is sti'll the self-:same mighty Word of God 
'that It·was in the hands of our Lord Jesus. How it 
str-engthens us when we·remember the many conquests 

"lof sou~s which we have achieved through the sword of 
the Spirit! Have any of, you known 'or heard of suCh 'a 
thing as c()nversion wrougpt by any other doctrine than ,~ 
that which is in the Word? r shoulCi like to have a cata­
logue of conversions Wl'IOught by modern theology. I 
would subscribe fora copy of suCh a work: r will ,not ' I 
say what I mig'ht do with it after r read It; but r would, 

, What a,' daring thing was that for 'any-:'man to s'ay', par­
ticulllrliy a youth of twenty-one years! ' We have all 
known superficial emotioDllliSits 'who have attributed their. . 

'" psychic activities to the operation of the, Ho'ly GhoSt. 
But we have seen thes'e religioU'~ ebulitionsquickly! Stub': 
side, and leave their .subjects til a oon.dition of apath'etic ' 
defI~tion. But J.is~ep.to Spurgeo:r:t, speaking at a date­
,thirf;Y'-three' years ren)oved from the date of the darinog 

. utt'era,n'ce I have just·· quot~d~ 'Speakiri'g 'of, the 'Spirit 
, and the'wind';he'I!II!-YS: . " ", ,. ~"', , ' 

,iThe spirit of God works differently' at t:Hff~rent 
times, according .to ,the necessity :of the case, and ac­
cordjng .to ms own will;' for' He bloweth as He listeth 

, as well as where He listeth.Sometimes' r Iliave aImost 
trembled to pray for' tire pOwer of ' the-Holy· Spirit: . r 
remember a brother' Praying that we might .. be filled 
with the, ,~piIit of God: and r, being v.ery young then, 
yet ventured to ask hini whether he' kneW what he 
meant; 'andheo looked' at me with astonishment when 
I said,' 'Where He comes, He, is the Splrlt of judgment, 
and the' Spirit of 'ihu:rI),ing.' It fs Ii bleSSing" no doubt, 
to \le fJUed with the Spirit: but who may abide the day 
of His coming? , LIke'the Lord Jesus, He is as refining 
fire, and Uke fuller's soap. We might 'have had the 
'Spirit much ,more copiously·had we' been -able to bear 
th~, wondrous work wlt'hfn ,us." , ~ 

\ ' 

" 
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And' here is another saying: 

"When you .hear the Scriptures, and read the Worn. 
the Spirit of God speaks to you. It is well to hear the 
Spirit whisper in the ear of conscience when He brings 
home the tru1!h,and makes the mind to feel its power. 
Sweetest of a11 is it when the newly-opened ear· hears 
the Spirit of God speak to it with its own peculiar 'still 
small voice'. Then it is sweetly true 'thou hearest the 
sound thereof'. My dear hearers, do you know· any­
thing about this?' Has the Spirit of God so wrought 
wi1!h thee that thou hast recognized the sound thereof? 
It is a manifest work: hast t~ou felt it?"· . 

. And in this same sermon is a biographical passage 
descriptive of "Spurgeon himself as a mystery: 

"The man that lives near to God is ,a mystery, more­
or less, at :all times. He is not all he desires .to be,' 
n9r all he hopes to be, but he is far beyond what he 
ever expected to be. Strange impulses moye him at 
times, so that he does ·things which he cannot himself 
account for. He feels that. he is bound to do them, and 
he does them, and has the warrant of having· done 
rightly in the result of what he does. I 'am sure that 
every chi'ld of God who wal'ks in the light of his coun­
tenance, will understand wh'at '[ mean when I say,-that 
we are moved in- singular'ways; so moved, tllat we our­
selves hardly know how; but so moved that.Wisdom is 
justified of an her children. Strange is 1!he power of 
the Holy 'Spirit over the heart of the ·regenerate; and 
this is made manifest in the singular changes of which 
they are the subjects. God's own people know what it is 
to sound the deeps, and outsoar the heights. Up, up, up, 
Where the callow lightnings first spread their wings, 
we mouht in ecstasy; and ,then down we ~o, down into 
the abysses where sea-monsters have their dens: such 
strange beings are we when under the highest power. 
The wind sighing through the trees, or sin,ging amid 
the cords of an Aeolian harp, ifs not more str:ange than 
the experience of a genuine child .of God. I know what 
it is to run before Ahab's chariot with Elijah, 'and I am 

. afraid I know what it is to faint under the juniper, and· 
need to be awakened that I may partake of. food;""4ihat 
I may go forty days in 1!he strength thereof. The Chris­
tian man does not understand himself, but his varying 
experiences ~o to ma'ke' UP that sickness of Self and 
fondness of Christ which is so desirable. 

"I wiU give you two' words you cannot expl.ain, just 
to show the mystery of our manhood. 'Spirituality': 
~now, then, turn to your dictionaries, and see whether 
they define it. You know what is it: you cannot tell 
me, and '[ shal1 not tell yoU, because I cannot. There 
is another word-'unction'. You 'know what it is. If 
you hear 'a sermon that has none of f.t yoU know what 
the absence of it -is; but when. an unction rests upon 
the Word. can you tell me what It is? I'cannot tell.· 
you; but I pray that I may have that unction myself. 
Of course, 1!he ungodly make jests upon the expression, 
because it has no meaning to them. Yet the children 
of God delight in it." . ' '. 
Thus we 'have seen that towardl the close of his min-

istrY Spurgeon laid' the 'same emphasis, and placed the 
same dependence upon, the power of the HollY 'Ghost, that 
~e did in the beginning. In his last conference adldresa 
be spoke o.f the Hol,y Spirit as the strength· upon which 
'believers must rely. Here ·are. a few sentences: 

"Remember, next,. that the Holy Ghost wiU never set 
His seal ,to falsehood. Never! If what you -preach is 
not the truth God win not own it. See ye well to this. 
What is more, 1!he H01y Ghost never sets His signature 
to a blank .. That would be unwise on ,the 'part of man 
and the HOly Lord wHI not perpetrate such a folly. If 
we do not speak clear doctrine with plainness of sPeech 
1!he Holy Ghost will not put H~s signature to our empty 
pra.ting. If you do not came out distinctly with Christ 
and Him crucified, we may say farewell to true 
success." 
'Thus, from the beginning to the end of his ministry 

the 'Scriptures were Spurgeon's supreme authority; 
Christ 'crucified and risen at on.ce· his constant theme 
and continuous experienCe; apd. the Holy Ghost ~he only 

power adequate fo'r 'Chris'tian living and> gospel labour. 
I say, therefore, mY breth,ren, if we are to exercise 

fruitful ministries. comparable to that of Oharles Had­
don 'Spul'geon, only as we breathe. h:is atmosphere, as 
Daniel did, with windows openreaH'Y toward the heavedly 
Jerusalem; as we nourish our souls, as he did, upon food 
from the King's table'; as· we employ his weapons, prea(!h-

, ing the -same gospel in demonstration of the Spirit and 
of power, &than we in any m~asure emulate· him. There 
is no substitute for thiese things. 

FQ.t.: mys'eH, this is my confes'sion of faith with re­
spect to the Bible: If this .building were Joarge enough 
to hold! and, did contain all the Biblical scholars of the 
world; and if they should all unite to tell me that the 
stOl"Y of the Deluge is unhistoric; that Moses dJd not 
write the Pentateuch'; .that the book of Jonah is not hi&­
toricaUy true, I would believe Christ's naked: word before 
the- contrary judgment of aU the scholarship of the worlid, 
and! stake the interests of my soul for time 'andl for 
eternity upon the unsuppom;ed word of my a:bsolutely 
infallible Lord; and, if need' be, be a fool for Christ's 
sake. And! I then Slhould be much less a fool for His sake, 
tJhan the contrary attitude ,would make me for the sa:ke 
of agreement with a "schola~hip" faIsely so-caHed. For 
though I thus speak for the purpose of emphasis, I am 
convinced thiat ,the body of thought which is· worthiest. 
the high and honourable title of "scholarship", and which 
represents the finiding& of d!iS'Ciplinedl intellectual powers 
in co-operation ,with spiritually enlig·htened! and penetrat­
ing understandings, wHl alwaylS be found to be in a'gree~ 
ment with the word· of !Him Who is Incarnate Truth. 

When ·we thus 'approach the' Bi'ole 'as being instinct 
wi'vh the personality and authority of the Lordi Jesus 
Ghrist, what a world of intellectual and' spiritual trea&­
ure it becomes-to us! We have walked with [Him among 
the flowers of Eden; and where the first shadow of the 

. cU'rse fell a:thwart the path of sinful man. We have 
'Seen h:im walk the waves of the shoreless s'ea of judlg­
ment; an'd, 'in the patriarch's tents', in the voice of angels, 
we have heard the World: whi(!h was in the beginning 
with God. In the tabernacle o.f the wilderneSSl" with 
its ocimson ritud, and in alI the forty miraculous years, 
we have Iheard Him speaking in: righteouSlIles's, mi'ghty 
.to save. We have followed Him with .Jos·hua in His 
trhimphal prQgresSl into eana'an's promised landl;' we 
bave found Him sitting among ISIl"ael's judges;, and· in 
the fields of Boaz, near to Bethlehem, we have hear<J 
His whispered. pro'm'ise of ,the marriage of the Lamb. 
Where, indeedJ, have we' not found! Him? Is there a 
SlCripture path untroldden by His feet? Is there a valley 
which ha's' not echoed with His voice'? Is there a moun­
tain which has not been tranSifigured by Hi'S presence? 
-'''l'he voice of MY' beloved! behold, he ·cometh 'leaping 
upo·n the mountains, skipping upon the hills. My beloved 
is IIike a roe or a young hart: behold, he standeth behind 
our wall, he looketh forth at the ·Windows, Slhewing him­
self through the lattice. My beloved spake, and saiq. 
unto me, Rise up my . love, my fair one, andl come .away. 
For, 10, the winter "is past, the rain is over andl gone; . 
the flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing 
of birds is come, and the voice 'of the turtle is, heai'd in 
our land,; vhe fi,g tre~ putteth forth her 'green figs, and ~ 
the vines with the tender grape give a good, smell. 
Arise, my love, my fair one, and (!Ome awa~." And we 
have followed' Him - through his,torical wildernesses, 
and biograph1cal mountain s'olitudes, and through genea­
logical deserts, onllY to find that the wilderness and the 
solitary pl'aeel are made ,glad for Him; and' in His pres-
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ence th~ desert rejoices and blossoms as the i'i>se. In 
psailmist'Sl melod~es; in words of transcendient wisdom; 
in pregnant type, and glowing symbOl; in wheels tnat 
are dreadful; in chariots of fire; in seraphic visions of 
enraptured! spirits of prophets, priests and kings, we 
have seen and heard the fOl'lIIl'and voice of our Beloved!; 
until, at last, He has come to USi from out the grave, 
be'ing declared :to be the Son of God with power, ac­
cOl"ding to the spirit df holiness, by the resurr,ection 
from the dead, and! with perfect' knowledge of !both 
worlds, He has joined ·us on the Emmaus road; where 
withburnillig hejlrts we have heard! Him, beginning at 
Mo'ses and ruB the prophets, expound unto us in all the 
Scr!iptures the thi~gs concerning Himself. 

what facts dges it offer in support of this 'hopefUl BUg­
'gestion? 'Simply ,this: Twenty per cent. of the per­
sonnel in the Roman· Church's administration is non­
~talian; about one-third of the nuncios and aposto~ic 
dJel~gates are non-Italians; a !tittle leS'S than twenty per 
c~t., of the students in the pontificaJ} academy in Rome 
are foreigners; there is the poss'ibHity that the next 
pope win not be an Italian; and finalJly' thirty-four car­
'dinals are foreigners compared! to twenty Italians who 
hold -that office. Is this convincing? It is easy .to make 
pred~ctions a'S to the nationaUty of the next pope, but 
that proves nothing. Even a 'schoolboy can see at first 
sight that twenty ItaHan ·Cardlinals on the 'spot are worth 

Therefore by the iHumination of His presence in its 
pages; by' the seal of His' authority upon all its prin­
ciples, and precepts, and proniiseSl; by His own in­
var!iable aSSl\lmption of the Scriptures' infalUbiliby, there 
is wrou'ght into our deepest spiritual C'On8ciousness the 
unwavering conviction that the Bible is the word. of' 
God .that liveth and. abideth for ever! 

a 'hundred on the other side of the world, .far removed ' 
from firSot.:hand contact with the intricacies of VatiCan 
politics. As to the other fIj'gures, they prove the exact 
opposite of that which they are· supposed to prove. 
French-Canadians would think they were badlly done by 
if they had! 'as SlIDalI a proportionattl representation in 
the CanaldJian government as non-Italian Roman CathoUcs 
have illl papal affail"S. An'd, surely we do not need to 
add, in the Church of Rome appointments are not made 
by free voting ibut 'by: nominations that are handed down 
from the top of the papal pyramid. 

""Should a)l the forms that men devise . 
Assaul't my faith with treacherous' art, 

I'd! call them vanity; and lies, 
And bind the gospel to ·my heart." 

CAN mE ROMAN LEOPARD CHANGE 
'ITS SPOTS? .. 

Rom~'s Flirtation With the Ecumenical Movement 

THE Roman Catholic Ohurch is to-day becoming pro­
gressively more internationa'l, so a Reuter's dispatch 

in this morning's newspaper informs us. We rub our 
eyes in as'tonishment, and ,look again 'at this amazing 
piece of news emanatinog from Rome, and this time we 
lit upon ·the last paragraph af the di'spatch from Vatican 
Oity, to the following effect: 

"Perhaps one of its earliest fruits is the beginning 
of a ~ew tolerance and understanding toward. other 
religions of the world: The start of a paraiiel '1:0-

'&peration with both Protestants and Moslems for the 
defense of basic human liberties." 

On re'ading such a news item 'as this. the average 
reader muses, or at: 'least it is QoubtleS'S calculated!. by 
those who inspire such diispatches that he win thus muse: 
~'At last ·the improbable, if not the impossible, hais bap­
pened:, 'The Roman Church has reformed itself. (Here 
in our own time is .the anSIWer to the prophet's question: 
~Can the Ethiopian change 'ms 'Skin, or 1l1re leopard ~is 
spots? then may )'Ie 'also do 'good, :that are accustomed 
to do .evil.'" 'Such; perhaps, is the natural conclusion 
of one who reads day by day .the mubtitudinous reports 
from Vatic:anCity :that swarm in our daiI'Y papers, al­
'most 'Without exception-coloured with a tint that is fa­
vourable to the papacy, At least that is the natural 
conclusion of the casual readier who has little acquaint­
ance with the -lessons of history, or who is not in the 

. 'habit of read~ng his newspaper criticaHY', for there are 
still many persons who ·iIll practice 'SI\lbscribe to the doc­
trine of the infaMibHity of the modierri presS. 

Facts Contradict Papal Propaganda 
But ,let the critical 'faculity be .exercised) even perfunc­

toriily; and it is at once e"9'ident that the picture of the 
papacy iSi drawn in rosy colours which are not to· be 
found in ilie drab . reality of Vatican 'City politics. Take, 
for iriiStance, the dispatch referred ,to ~bove. It vaunts 
the supposed internationalization of the papaCY', but 

Why Communism Flourishes in Italy 
In similar fashion. the pope's speeches and dliscourses 

o~ peace and! harmony, on social justice and freedJom of 
the. preSlS and of religious wOl'S'hip, are either seH-con­
tradiictorY or are 'given the Iie 'by Roman Catholic policy 
and practice in lands where that church 'holds \ sway. 
WiH the ·recent remarks on freedom of the press or the 
impaSSlionedi plea made recently !by the pope for religious 
li1berty do anytMng else. than evoke. a smile from those 
Who know the record af Roman ,Catho!tic intolerance that 
is written in the annals of Itafly, Spain, South America, 
or Quebec? And how will his pious platitudes on social 
justice fall on the ears of landless Italians who are aware 
that the Church,of Rome is the 'largelrt landholder in aU 
Ita}Iy? Little w~nder ·CommuniSm flourishes in this 
priest-ridden land. 'Dhe clerically-inspired government 
i'9 Sla'id ·tobe plallining. to force the division of }ar:ge 
estates in order to provide an answer to ·Communist 
propaganda, but it is SlPecifica}llW stipulated that the 
holdJings of the priests will not he touched. It is 'inter­
estin'g to note 'how the Italian 'Communist Party-the 
'Iarg~st outside Russia itself-is celebrating "'Holy Year' 
in its own way. We read that 5,000,000 of them went 
on strike the other dlay. No leS'S than 7,000 were jailed 
in Rome, the overflow being sent to the "Q~een of Heayen 
Jail". The stupid blasphemy of so naming a penitenlo 

tiary, is OIl'I'Y matched by the' grim 'humour of fill'illig it 
with 'CommuniSit demonstrators! 

"The Begirining of a New Tolerance"? 
The ·reference in the above-mentioned! dispatch con­

cerning . "the beginning of a new tolerallJCe and under-
·'Standilllg' twoard .other religions 1.> •• " is doutbtless: an 
allusion to the ·recent Instruction of the Con'gregation 
of ·the Holy Office on the Ecumenical Movement. This 

. papal declaration has beelll hailed by many, even ,by Prot­
estants, as a' definite step forward! in the direction of 
mutuitl comprehension with other religions.. 'Dhe text 
of the pronouncement is before us 'as we write, and it 
is difficult for UBI to conceive 'how: .anyone who has Bleen 
it could fancy in the wildest fltight of imagination that 
there is a~ concession to non-Roonanist religions .. or 
any change of papal policy. The Anglican Archbishop 
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of. Yo~k y.en'£~~edi.JO' say th~t Ii sh~wed. a disti.nel;. and diescr'ipti.on of· the ecumenical ship that the members of 
weIcome 'advance, but he added that'it was"diaappoiiJ.'tJing; . the crew do not even 's-I>eak the same lan'g'll'age! . If ~ch 
He saidi: "The' instructions ··are'·restrictive 'rather' than . succeed·.in 'getting into the pope's-house it wHl be' at the' . 
pel'~issive and assume. th~tsubmis!!i~n ,to Rome :is the cOs-~ .o·f l~nding a't -least lip. serVice to his w~ole. 'bagg:age 
only reun'ion the . Roman ·Cath61ic".Ohurch can contem- ,of. mifalhble dog,mas, bulls, laws, and authority. If th,ey 

.:. plate." ." ": : ... ' . ". . . .:. 'leiJ..dJ no ~ore than lip-seirv!ce 'it 'wm nol; be ~he fi;st time 
, . A~. the French-la~'guage pres's. ~f Q~ebec rep~rts .ij;,." t~~t ha:If..Jhearte~ cony,erts h.a~e ·been recelv~dJ mto the 
Rom~. 'Wal'Illll,the, faIthful' to exerelse, the 'greatest care Roman,.fO'ld by Holy Inqulslto,rs whose C~l~ concern 
In oroeT to prote~t the~r ~'aith a!'ld at the' same time to . ~'is 'with the. outward 'ai'gns' of external suhmIssIon . 

. use meetings -with rion-Ri:lmandsts to ,spread ·their own " 
- faith .. 'Such' is tlie pOpe"s- answer ·to the, fanfare of ihe. ,.Priests Know How to Exploit Protestant Cr~dul~ty 
," Alms'berdlam Confer~Il!Ce of the' World' Col.1nc'il of Cli.u~ches " '. It is wel'l kn~Wn' that Roman' priests" too,' have the'ir' 

held! ,}last year.' Rome is willing, to exploit the' sentiment own manner of bending thei, supposedly unchangi.ng 
created! in" ,iavoiir 'of eCumenicaiism so as to lead the' church to the political exigencies of the moment. On the 
unwai-y into· {ts, foId; which' ib ~xi>reg;sly says is th,e, one eve of the famous ~lloquy of Poissy when' the, Hu­
true chtircp. "True .un'ion/!'..the papal, statement s'aY's, . guenot pastors of France met the Rom!ln Catholic Hier­
"'can: he br.oll'ght about only,by· tlte,.return of dJis'sidEmts arc:by, Theodore de Beze met the, Cardinal of, Lorraine in 
to the one true 'Chureh :of, Christ;'" : ,The papacy is willing .a private interview ~n the royal' pal-ace. The proud 
tro ,flirt wi.th ·the ·World'Council andt to entice those whose prelate was in an accommod1a.ting mood and foundJ'so 
eyes 'are dazzled' by' the .magnificenlt 'spe<;tacle- of tts much 'common 'ground with the Protestant theologia~s ' 

'gigantic ol'ganization, :bU'Ht ilJ,tends to eonceil'e noth'ift'g that it :seemed:as if victol"Y ill' the forthcoming confl~ct" 
to them; it even infor.ms' them,that t4ey c~nnot "by their 'were allI'eady ''Within thleirgra's-p. One of the auditors 
return bring 'to 'the Cpurch any essentia'l elemen't th~t it astutely sou'ght to have the wHY" Cardina'l commit his 
did not po8'8-ess- p~fo.l'e." .' . colllCe8'Sions to paper andstign them, remarking: "Bon-

. . r·· homme pour ce soir, mais demain quoi?" (A good fellow 
.. Iron-Clad Rules and ,Regulations, . to-ndght, hut wh,atwiU h~.be tomorrow?) . 

Even such me~tin,gs, as are. permitted, th¢ papal In~ We haye 'no dou'bt that the charmingly subtle repre-
struction defines anldJ' 'resbrictsby iron-clad ·l'ules . and sent'atives that Rome wi1I now !be free to send! to future 
regul-ations.' We ·woJldler as we 'read them'ho,w :human ecumenical conferences will ma'ke a great impre&sion by 
beings wi'th any d~gre~, of self-respect; can ',be iwiiling tlheir private cOIllCessions to so-caNed ,Protestants who' 
to suhmdt to Such sY'stematicaUy dictatloriiil. ~dlicts- as it h'ave long since given up any reaL adherence to the 
lays dbwn., For example, tiM foHow'in'g stipUlations ·are dOctrines of the Scriptures, andi who, in many cases, 
made: , . ' . , . know nothillJg of a personal experience of the saving 

"The bishops must. follo~ everY acfion,\vith.diligence 'grace of God! in Christ. 'It is the aim of the far-si:ghted 
or make themselves the promoters of !it with prudence priests of Rome to .entice such silly sheep to the pl!-pal-
... They will 'assign specially prepared 'ecclesiastics fold, and! while do';'ng so, they will ,'be able to capitalize who know the doctrines 'and the directives. of the Holy ~ 
See as contained in the enCYclicals' .. ; : They must ret~ on the persi!!tent ,publicity f~r church union with, which 
periodically to the bishops ... None of t'he faIthful World CouncH modernists have filled Provestarit 
may take part in mixed meetings without the special churches., We warn' Protes1:la.nts in 'advance tl}'at the 
authorization of the ecclesi-astical authorities ... All ROman Hierarchy is prepa.rin,g to exploit the acumen-ica.l these meetings and conferences, public oz: private, are 
subject to the prescriptions of the Church which 'have movement, but, al~l the flirtations that may be carried 
been set forth in the Monitum (warning)' of June 5, on 'With, ROme wilL end in' nothing except the submission 
1948 ... " " \'"' . , ofa few unco,uv'incoo Protestants to the pope and the 
Much ,more of thes'ame sort of thing 'is to be found 

in the Instruction of the HOlly: Office. What memories 
the name of' that hodlY. calls up!. It is. 'better known to 
history as 'the Inqui'sition, the, frightful and '~HI, un­
repenriJant jnstituffion that was responsible for some of 
~he worst excessres ever committed in the 'long and! 'bloodiy 
historY of the papacy: This is the unholy Cong,regation 
~hat has ch'arge O'f taNmwith ecumenicalle'aders or any 
ethel'S who 'know so little of nome as to suppose tll'at 
the l'E!opardis capabl!e of 'changing its spots'! ' . -' - ,. 

. , ,~o~e's ,Inflexibility 

confusion of many uninformed j>ersons' in churches 
where eCumeniciby is' now. heing preached as a great 
new gospel, "which is not 'another;, but there he some,' 
that trou'ble you, and- would pervert the gospel' of 
'Chris-t."-W.SJW. 

Sin ,is an exacting d'espot who can ,be vanquished by 
no created power, /but 'by the sovereign power of Jelul! 
Christ alone. ,.......,M.mTlN LUTHER , 

" , BOOKS AND BOOKLETS , 
By DR. T. T~ SHIELDS " 

, '.There'. 'is only one thing that we 'admire abou.t the 
latest little law to emanate from the unholy "Holy 

'Office", and! we are not reluctant to admit 'it, though 
. . .- ' . we know our adJrniration in this respect will not be 

.. ' 'shared ''by our ecumenica~ friehds'. Notwithstanding, 
we Confess 'that we adJrn,ire the expressed determ'ination. 
to make no concess'ions in doctrine .for the sa'ke of re­
Ugious harmoIJY.' This is 'language -that the modernists 
w]:lo control the pO'}licies of the ecumenical' movement will 

~~t~~fuh~tt~o~~:n: bi~~-"~·i~t·h-·;it·h·"gii·t"·i;H;~;:··2'ii·o"·p;9;;:$2.00, 
"The 'Plot That Failed" ..... _ ... _ ... _ .. _ .. __ .. _ ...... _ .. _ ........ __ .... _ ...................... _~ .. _ 2.00 
Special , Illustrated Number o~ Sept. 28 _ .. _ ................................ _ ....... _, .2& 
!'Ruslellism or Rutherfordism", 71 pages _._ .. _ .. __ ...... _.,.: ........ _ .. ___ .2& 
"The Papacy in the Light of Scripture", 26 pages ...... : .......... _..... .2& 
"Th, Oxford Group Analyzed" __ ..,. , __ .. _._.,, ___ ._ .os 
"Does Killed in. Action Mean Gone to Heaven?" .. ! __ .___ .0& 

.-

." ".~ ".: -, ·1:ie:-at ~a :1088' to tin;derstand for" theY' -are wilIin:g tQ include­
:within "their" ranks 'Unitarians and .. Greek 'Catholics, 
fundamentaldsts anldJ' modernists. Tlhe secretary of the 
World Council ingenuously con,fesSies' in his allegorical 

"Th~ Ch,ri~l~iI Attl~l!de T~~ii~~. A,mus~~e'!ts .. ___ ~-... _:_.-.. ,__ !OB 
"The Sod of All Comfort _ .... _._ .. _ .. ___ . _____ ._ ........ _ .... ___ .__ .0& - ••• ". I 
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. GOD HEARS 
A ;m.an was at work -~t a city railroad! s,taJti~n, hl~.nd:lihg 

Another Transiatio~ of'th~.New Testam~t. ,. bagga~.· Some of it was very heavy 'and ddfficult'to 

~ 
- . 

THE' NEW TESTAMENT: A T~SLATION'IN 'THE LANGUAGE . handle alone: .He ,lost' pliJtience at .. last and ibegan to 
· . 'OF Tm:'PEOP~ 'b'I/ CharZe8 B, WiZliams. The Mooay Preas, 'swear.. A -little girl; hearing his 'wicked oaoths, .:was 

Chicago. -Price i~ l!.8.A:,~.OO; in Canada, $3.30. ". I shocked. 'Sh~ criedl ~ut, "Oh, pl~ase don'.t -talk like .th~t, 

I 

One can scarcely over~estimate the. value and'influe'nce- !loiJl,'t you know God he~· you?'" The Plan was startled 
of tlJie English' Authorized Verslion of the ScriptUres, Its· . by :her earnestnes1s, and looked about as if ·haolf expecting· 
simp'le; di;rect,· forceful phras~, iu. ~g!li~¢ tone" and 'to find· ·QimSelf. face.to face with iI. Hsterting God, The 
reyerent language have .~armed ~any ~Ilhons Qf people.. chHdo's' words convicted!. him of' his· wickedlness. "Don't 

11,_ 

· For the public proclamatIon of ·the Word of ·God and .for. .' 1._' Go;h . 'I" k .. . h' ' • 
· p.,rivate devotiona~' reading,' no modern translatio.n can be . you Ai.l10W ~ ea!s you.· ept r~ng~ng In '. IS ears, ~s 
~u;bstituted for .the Authorized Version Wlithout great loss. he went on With hiS work. But he·dId not swear agam 

I " , The. trUth, as cl()thed in 'this sfately, suitaple di-ess, has so th.at day. An ·that IIlighi-a voice kept saying over' and 
~en. ~e~ rey~~ed to us, .thllt were it to" appei!.r in o;ther . over to him, "God hears you." It· was ilie turning point 
.tna~ .thls f~!lIar g~ent, it ~Quid sC8!l'~~I¥ ,be recogruzed~ i,ri his' life. Then with faith 'he cried out to God and his 

~. . 
I . ·The experiences of the past have· glonfied . for" us the . , ., '. " . . ' '. , 
, .; · atmosphere in _ which we have beheld its. strength and prayer was iheard. The wor-ds of a ~1111d had done mqre 

beauty, . .' . . . . than al~ tp.e .sermons h~ had! ever hstenedJ to, for th~y 

. " 

;, 

0-
It .must berem!i!inbered, however, that the Lord willed made :ium thmk of God'as he h:ad never thought of Him 

that His Divine revelation in ,the New Testament.S'hould· before.-Th~ Irish' Evangelical \ .. 
. be conv~yed to ~en originally through the vehjcle of the ., . 

Koinlf Greek. The rever.erit scholar who wHoI' interpret the B • h' I' 5 h . I L" . 0" I·' . 
. ,.finer'points o~ sacred truth/ .as -they are pres,ented in·tl,te" I' "e' coo: es' s' o'.n. ul I' ne' 

'Greek text, wIll be performIng a. notalbie servIce. . CertaIn .. '. . . 
idioms 9f thought and elq)ression. peculia,r to the .Greek ----------....,..----~--------.... 
inay be made plain to those not understanding:the origin,al . Vol .. ,15 ·Second· Qua.rter Lesson 2 '. 'April 9, 1960 

, lang!1age of t.pe NeW' Testament. Dr. WiUiams, a linguist. "";'---::--...... -----_--= __________ _ 
and theologian of learning and wide experience, seeks tb OLIVE L. CLAR~, Ph,D. (Tor.) 

.' offer. this aid· to tHose who would slncerely study the Word: • .. -
,:'One, can·read his "translation with proflit.'and withconfi· 

dence, knowing that ~e 'author .is himself not merely a 
, SCholar of· the first rank; but, also ·a humble 'beljever in the 

.' - inspiration, the' infa'Uibility and int~grity of' the Holy 
Scriptures.' ." 

THE RESURRECtION OF BEL'IEVERS 
Eesson Text:' 1 Copnthians 15 :3-8, , 5.0-58. '. 
Golden Text: "But· now is Clirist risen from the 'dead, and 
. Ibecollle the firs~-fruits of them that' slep~."-l Cor. 15:20. 

'In "presenting this TRANSLATION IN 'THE' L4NGUAGE OF 'J'HE I~ The Proof of the Resurrection: verses 3-8, 
PEOPLE, Dr. Williams ep},ulates the worthY'almof WiUiam .' Obedience to the truth is the price of revelation (John 

'Tyndale, who ~ounted riot.his life"dear:.untohimself, pro-'7:1'1), and disobedience to the truth causes one to lose ti).e 
vided he cpuld present tlie Scriptures, then ci'l"culated in power of distinpishing truth from error (2 Thess. 2:10-12). 
the ancient '1anguages·only, in the -tongue which even thtlb Many~of the Corinthians had'been living in sin (1 Cor. 5:1; 
man behind rtbe plow CQuid understand. 'To re~ove' ~ 10:14), and .the 'defects ill; their :conduct issued in defects in· 
barriers'of a'foreIgn tongue' that the truth of God might. their creed (1' Tim. 1:19;' 2 Tim;' 2:16-18), for sin is the 
freely and forCibly be brougqt to:bear upon the hearts of· father~ of doubt.. These peo\>le now questioned the fact and. 
the people~' a God-hQnouring task. . ". . :. '. .the manner of· the res~rrectlOll; (vv. 12, 35). . ' . -

The tr~Slation o(tbe Ne~ Testament by hr. WiUiams is . ,.Whim the Scriptures speak. of re,surrection,' the ,reference 
unique :in !'Ievera.[ ways. For examp'le, it surpasses the, 
.other priyate Engli$h translations ·in its versatile rendition 

: of :the tens.es of the verbs. 'ThEf Greek language is most 
elq)ressive, especially 'in its suihtle use of the various verb 

· tenses. The distinctions of !time and kind of, action indi­
cated in the Greek verbs cannot be readily interpreted in 
English, but Dr. Wimams has sU'cceeded in blending the 
Greek idiom with fine English prose. Here are a few 

-el.'amples: . '" . 
Rom, 3:23, 24. For everybody has sinned and every- . 

.body continues to cOme sh0lj1: of God's 'glory, .but any­
bQ.dy may. have.-rIght .standing with God as a free gift 
~f His undeserved favor, through the 'l"ansom provided 
in Christ·· Jesus. . . ' 

'. . . Gal. 2 :19. For through the :law I myseU ltave be-

· . Once More .4.rH.IIltJble: '. . . . , 
T~E PRIEST, THE WOMAN, AND 

THE CONfESSION At.. 
By'FATHEll C~NIQUY . 

'. TIIB.GOSPB,L JYITNBSS haiJ issUed two larF 
eciitioDl of thQ book, which are both exhaUitecl, 

· and .till there iI a great. d.eman.d for' it. WJI"ha,ve 
therefore put it on the press again and'it is now 

. available. 
..• 

'. ' come',dead to"tlie law,' so'. that, I' may live ·for. God. '" 
.' : .' ",. Rom. 6:1~ 13 .. " So sin must· not continue to'. reign. 
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God' as persons ,raised from the_dead. to liY-e OJ) per-
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. 150· Gerr~d Street East, 
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is to the 'body (Matt. 27:62; 2 Cor. 6:6-8). The spirit never 
dies, but the body is mortal and corruptible (Job. 19:26; 
1 Pet. 1:24). The bodies of 'both' saints and sinners will 
some day be raised (John 6:26-29; Rev. 20:4-6, 12, 13). 

The Gospel of the grace of God is ,based upon two indis­
putable facts; the death of Christ, and the resurrection of 
Christ (v. 4). If either of these facts could 'be disproved, 
the Gospel as a means of salvation would be nullified, but 
since 'both these facts were verified, the Gospel stands firm. 
The Apostle offers no evidence as to the reality of the death 
and burial of Christ, for all were convinced of those facts, . 
but .he does put forth proof as to the certainty of His resur­
rection (2 'rIm. 1:10; 2:8). 

. . 
The validity of the Gospel itself was beyond question. The 

Corinthians had received its message whole-heartedly, when 
it had 'been preached unto them (Acts 18:7-11; 1 Thess. 2:13). 
They owed their present standing in Christ to the Gospel 
(Roni.. 5:2; 1 Pet. 6:12). The Gospel had been the means. 
of their salvation; they had been saved ,by Christ through the 
Word (Rom. 1:16; 1 .cor. 1:18). To question the authen­
ticity of the Gospel was to reject the salvation of Christ, 
for Paul had received the message of the Gospel from the 
Lord (1 ,Cor. 11:23; Gal. 1:11, 12i Eph. 3:2-6; 2 Pet. 1:16). 
The Gospel was according to tne Scriptures; atonement 
through the death and resurrection of Christ was ·taught 
tht;0ughout the Word (John 1:29; Acts 2:26-31; 13:33-37). . fa disbelieve the Gospel was equivalent to repudiating the 
authority of the Scriptures. The genuineness of the Gospel 
proved that the resurrection was an established fact. .-

M'oreover there were many trustworthy witnesses who 
could testify to the fact of the resurrection of 'Christ (Lk. 
24:26-48; Acts 2:32). Their testimony could· not be gain­
said (Acts 4:33). Christ had been seen alive by Cephas, 
elsewhere called Peter; ,by the disciples, known collectively 
as "the twelve," even when al1 twelve were not present; by 
five hundred believers; ,by James the Apostle; by all the 
Apostles, since al1 must !be witnesses of the ,resurrection, 
in order to qualify as Apostles ·(Lk. 24:50; Acts 1:3, 4, 22); 
and by Paul himself (Acts 9:3-6; 26:13, 14, 19). 

. The doctrine of the resurrection of the body of the believer 
depends upon the fact of the resurrection of Christ (vv. 12-19; 
John 5:21; Rom. 8:11). The resurrection of Christ was the 
surety, the guarantee of the resurrection of believers, just 
as the first-fruits of the grain are a sign, 'a promise, a· 
pledge of the coming harvest (Acts 26:33; Eph. 1:13, 14). 
Also, just as Adam's death involved the death of the whole 
human family, so did Christ's resurrection provide assurance 
that the whole race would experience resurrection (vv. 20-23, 
46-49; Rom. 6:12-16). _ . " 

. II. The Promise of the Resur-rection: verses 60-58. 
The Holy Spirit'inspired the Apostle Paul to disclose the 

details of the marvellous changes which would take place "in 
the 'bodies of the believers at the fil'st sight of their Lord 
on His return (1 Thess. 4:13-18; 1 John 3:2). The dead,in 
Christ would be raised first; and their corruptible bodies 
would be glorified and ·become incorruptible,· no. longer sub­
ject to decay (John 11:26; Phil. 3:21). The living dead .; 
would be transformed, and their mortal bodies would become 
immortal, 'no longer subj~ct to death (John 11:26; 2 Cor. 
5:1-6). . d th h At the present time, Death is an enemy, an al oug a 
conquered foe, he still has power (Heb. 2:14, 15; Rev. 1:18). 
But when Christ returns, He Who vanquished death on our 
behalf, the prophecy "Death is swallowed up in victory" will .. 
·become an actual reality (Isa. 25:8; Hos. 13:14; Rev. ?0:14; 
21:4). It is sin which gives 'death the right to afflict us 
(Rom. 6:23), and it is the law which giyes sin its p.ower 
(Rom. 4:15). But Christ has conquered Sll! and vanqUished 
the law, so that through Him victory over sm, death and the 
grave is now gloriously possible for us (Rom. 6:9, 14; 
7:24, 25; 1 John 5:4, 5). 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
Apr. 3-The Resurrection of Christ _______ ._._._ Matt. 28. 
Apr. 4-The Wi~nesses of His Resurre~ion __ .. Lk .. 24:33-48. 
Apr. 5-The BelIever and the Resurrection _. __ Rom. 6:1-13. 
Apr. 6-The Resurrection and Christ the Messiah 

: . Acts 2:22-36. 
Apr. 7-The Pledge of the Resurrection ____ 1 Cor. 15 :9-19. 
Apr. 8-The Order of the Resurrection .. _._._ 1 Cor. 15:20-34. 
Apr. 9-The Method Of the Resurrection ._. __ .• 1 Cor. 16:35-49. 

. SUGGESTED HYMNS 
Christ the Lord is risen to-day. Low in the ·grave He lay. 

Jesus Christ is risen to-day. Crown Him with many crowns .. 
Thou art coming, O' my 'Saviourl 'The strife is o'er, the 
battle done. 

WHAT IS HEAVEN LIKE? 
, No man ought to look for anything in heaven lbut' 
what one way or other he has some experience of in 
this life. If men were fully persuaded of thi's, they 
would' be, it may 'be, mor~n the exercise of faith and 
love a'bout heavenly things than for the most part they 
are: At present they ,know not what they enjoy and 
they loo~ for they know not what. 

-JOHN OWEN 
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