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CAN THE H-BOMB DEPOPULATE THE EARTH.
IF THE BIBLE IS TRUE?

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shi¢lds : o .\

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist 'Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, March 12th, 1950
(Stenographically Reported)

- “For - whatsoever things were written aforetlme were written for our learnmg
that we thlough patience and comfort of the seriptures might have hope.”

UR text succinctly defines the divine purpose in
giving to men the Holy Scriptures.

The Bible was not given to terrify us, much less to
torture us: it was given rather for our learning, that
we might learn from its inspired pages something of
the methods and results of the operations of divine
Providence from the beginning of time until now. And.
learning this, that we -might, through ‘patience and
comfort of the secriptures,” receive comfort from the
scriptures, and “have hope.”

Direful Threatenings

But are there _not some direful threatenings in the
word of God? Yes; there are some terrible passages
in the word of God, as we shall see; but none of them
need be terrible to us. It is for us to say. whether or
not they shall fill us with fear. *

I read to you this evening “the fear of the Lord that
is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understa.ndmg »

If such godly fear is wrought in our hearts by the.

ministry of the Holy Ghost, we need fear no one else—
we need fear nothing else. The scriptures were written
that through them we might be comforted, that we might
"learn patience, and above all, that we might live in hope
of better days to come.

The Bible opens a wide window into a new world, a
new 11fe, where there is nothing to fear, but everythmg
to enjoy; and to see it is to be filled with hope, for we
are saved by hope

People Being anhtened Out of Their Wits

There are people in the world who, with the best of
intentions, seem to have been exerting themselves to

—Romans 15:4.

frighten the world out of its wits. Before Mr. Lilienthal
said it, frankly I said it myself, that it was a lot of *“in-
tellectual nonsense.” Not that these things may not be
true! The atom bomb is not a theory: it is a terrible
historic fact, of which- Hiroshimo and Nagasaki are
witnesses. What the hydrogen bomb may portend I.do
not know. I know little of nuclear science. I can only
read what scientific “investigators have been pleased to
write for our information; but having these things be-
fore us, we can make our own deductions, and bring
them into the l-ig'ht of Holy ‘Scripture, so that we may
have some experience of this “patience and comfort of -
the scriptures” and not be plunged into a night of utter
hopelessness.

The Earth to be Converted Into Globe of Fire?

We have been told that the H-bomb would convert
this planet.into a burning sun; that it would become
a globe of fire, like the sun, and that in a matter of
minutes the whole earth could be ‘depopulated. We
cannot afford to laugh at these things, as though they
were idle tales. But we ought to learn to measure, and
to appraise these fell predictions by the light, and by
the standards of Holy Scripture; for-whatever the scien-
tists may say, of one thing we are sure, and that is, that
the word of the Lord abideth for ever.

Current Blasphemy
I said something this morning which I will repeat: I
don't want to say it unkindly, but to me it was a shock-
ing thing when I read an announcement in the paper
last night that in a United Church, which was formerly
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.a Methodnst Church whsch was bullt for the worshlp T

- of God, dedacated I doubt not, to the" proclamation  of .
‘the gospel of saving grace—that in'.this; church called

Tl Bathurst Street: Unlted Church ‘they have & Sunday_
T ._;; night forum, and to-night. in that Chrlstlan ‘Church so- - |
“ called,’ they aie- debatmg the questlon, “Is God Neces- )
sary"” with a man’ from. the Un1ted States, the: edltorj,'-_',
of a Ihuma?n'lst magazme, :taking- ‘the ‘negative posltlon -}
and someohe_else,"with what'._
quahf1cat10ns he'is endowed: I do’ not know, who takes. .}
To ask in a house-.|
- dedicated to.the. worshrp of God, “Is- “God Necessary?”? ~
"~ and ‘to_import:d- man: “dedicated to an- éthical system,_.., AN
-which eliminates God; to give an-answer in the negatlve, :

- and answermg v4Nol”,

*ithe affirmative-to answer; “Yes!”.-

.to’ me is utter ‘blasphemy, (Amen"’) You~ may: conve

.. that ‘message to“the Pastor of that Ghurch Rev Gordon- % R
- Domm, with. my comphmen'ts T )
"I could wish that an .atomic bomb; or some. such thmg,. .
- :would. utterly blot Jarvis Street’ Chu-rch from the face of -

- the earth rather thin:'it should ever-afford hospltahfty. .-
“to.an éxpression of ‘such’ mfud:ehty ‘Surely -Christian’ |-~
people of -any. faith at-all ought to rise up and protest |

against. blasphemies ~of that' sort' : At:“one~"time® that

_would have. rocked the Methodist Church Ho its founda-_‘:.ﬁ : ’
“ tion; and everyone in- it “who “has . any faith at all to 3

‘.

protest agamst guch near:blasphemy. -
» You" ‘say; “That is censonous"’

. else w1ll do lt I w:ll do it: myself!

-

A chkcd World e

) We live i in a wrckedn world, 1 t'hmk t'here is no drﬁ‘iculty,.
surely, to- anyone who -has’ any sp1r1tua1 or éven moral,”
~ _discernment,. in acceptmg the truth- of the: scripture -
whlch says that this world. “lleth in the Wicked One,”.

and wluch calls Satan, “the god of this world”—a world

that is in rebelllon against rts Miker; a world that in .
~all contments and -islands," everywhere, is -at- war with.

“God,~—wishing, in some c¢ases? that there were mo'God,

- trying to eliminate ‘Him' completely -from himan life, .

" and to elbow 't)he ‘Creator ou't of the world He-has made

Many Inventidns *

T'he wise man long ago observed, “God hath made man
upright, but they have sought out many inventions.”
I should be the last to undervalue the achievements of
true science. I should be the last to belittle the accom-

" plishments of the human intellect.
wonder, and of beauty, filled with the goodness.of God;

upon the earth.,”

e Blessmgs Converted 'to, Curses

When Sir- Fredérick Banting . discovered msulm—lt
. was ot an invention: it was a dlscovery, a discovery

“of! somethmg ‘whicli’ God had: already” prepared—lt was

patented in order. that it might not be monopohzed and

“commercjalized. - Like a'true man-of science, he gave it .

to the university, and it was patented that it might.be

available for the benefit of. mankind generally, :and not be
7. ‘used for anyone’s personal gain. 'If all‘human inventions -
‘could similarly be monopolized in:the interests of human
", welfare- and the promotion of rxghteousness what -a
. . wonderful world this would be!. .

‘T cannot. name ‘the thausands ‘of inventions." It is not
-necessary that ‘I -should do s0. “Your minds will gather

them up Take the art of prmtmg, ﬁrst of all employed_

) LI WS, wm'rcomm, MA. (Tor)

Yes, someone ought-'-',_- ol
to ‘protest .against 'thmgs of~ that “sort; - and 1f no one'

- ‘press that ever-printed anytlung, pnnted tlé'e

" . doubt not-that those who discovered it, an proceeded

“'to improve and perfect it,. were animated by-a’ desire to-
tmg press—good as it is

’ umversal

This is a world of

“say,"“What a pity!” !

-
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in the prmtmg of the Word of God—the ﬁrst prmtmg n

Bible; -

make God known. But the prin
- has become an evil thing sometimes.. What.evil books,

- what- volumes of 1n1qu1ty 'have poured forth from -the:

presses' ) ~

- If you have read of -it,~you will remember how \people
feared the- consequences, of- the invention .of the -eotton”
gin. It was gomg' to- put, multrtudes out of work “But
it did not?.

What a rblessmgr steam has been' The ut1lxzat10n of
natural powers, 'harnessmg them for human. service, has

. “been an inestimable service to mankind. - The principle of

i

the internal combustion engine has made the automobile - ~

"It is everywhere. There was one spot w1th-
out it—Toronto Island—but they are going to let it in
there now! I don’t know whether they have allowed it -

in Bermuda or not. You can go back to the ox cart if

you like. I prefer a motor car, and even that gets pretty

and yet, in sharp- contrast. thereto, everywhere it is ' slow at’times.

. marked by the fact that man has “corrupted his way'

Then you remember those two youhg men, sons.of a
Methodist -preacher, who taught the world how to fly,
and revolutionizéd all the nations of the earth But, that

" - which" might- have been an. unspeakable blessmg carries -
* bombs of destruction. If you had béen-over the devastated "

parts of -the .earth, as I have, .and” lookéd down on the .
awful destruction wrought b§F huthaii agéncy; ‘you would
But it seems to be impossible for
men ‘to dlscover how to do somethlng that . could be of--

_value, w1thout Jits suddenly being monopollzedJ and. -
) pressed intothe servrce for evil. -
“for' ourselves in- self-defense

We had to use the bomb

_The radio, the telegrapfh, ‘the telephone, telev1s1on, and
how' many more “things I cannot.say—-how they have. all
been used for.evil purposes, just bécause men are ev1l

" and I know of no-way..of preventing, 1t . i

Thmk of the science of chemlstry “I have heard a

phrase over the radlo, “Better hvmg by c'hemustry ” That

St

Poeaegy

Publl.shed ‘every . Thursday for “the propagation. of e |~

N

&.
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is. true Wonderful tlungs have been wrought by the

_chemist in his laboratory.. The-things they are making
" nowadays Seem to border .on- the mlraculous, but - they

.on that busmess
know- what is.
1 used for eyil purposes

.If ‘that is not populatmg hel, I don’t

The Acme of Destructlveness Commg

Now ‘we are told that the nuclear scientists have adlded
another reglment of destroyers; and they ‘are -releasing.

' what they can now‘do s

- that 'we may all be burned’ upin so many minutes. I do
. not-say. such. destruction. could not take place. .I d6 not

: authorlty, dare to.sdy ‘that no human power wﬂl ever be
allowed to effect such devastatxon o i

.. 7 No Second. Flood: )

Thls old world has been visited with ~Judgment You
all know that. You aie familiar w1th the story, but let
me read 1t to you agam oo

~'And- God spake unto Noah, and to- hls sons with hrm

saymg, And I, behold, I-establish my-¢ovenant with you,

- .and with your seed after you; And with every living.
. creature that is with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and -

of every beast of the earth with 'you; from all that go
- " out of the.ark, to every beast of the earth. And I will
. establish my covenanrt with you; neither shall.all flesh .
. " «. be cut off any more ‘by the'waters of a flood; neither
-shall- there any. more.be .a flood to destroyathe earth.
" And God said, This is the:token .of the ¢ovenant which.

Fed

e

oo oI make ‘between me and you and .every, living creature ..
SA L ‘that, is. ‘with you,, for perpetual generations: I.do. set ",
*.r.. 7 my bow in the cloud and -it shall be.for-a -token of a -
.17 lcoveénant between me and; thé edrth, ~And it shall corne ..
" .. to'pass, when I vbrmg a cloud ‘ovér:theé earth, that the ..
* * “bow .shall be séén in the cloud: And X will remember
my covenant, which i3 between me and you.and every
" "living creature of all. flesh; and the waters shall no
- more 'become a‘flood to destroy all flesh. -And the bow
shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, tRat I
may remember the- everlastmg covenant- between God
and every living creature of ail flesh that is upon:the
earth. And God said unto Noah, This is.the token,of
. ... the covenant, which I have ‘established betwéen me and
-all flesh that is upon the-earth. (Gen. 9: 8-17) "

Surely, that is"a.comfort.  There will never agam be a .

- flood of Judgment The word of -God assures us of that. -

_ A!}dl He hds established a covenant wwh all flesh to t'hat
L affect.

A Combustible Heaven and Earth. .

" not gomg to be dsestroyed by. water ‘But'what about fire?
Let us ‘gee whiit the, word of God has to s'ay'about that

A “Knowmg this first, .that-in. the. last days mockers

v . shﬁll come with mockery, walkmg after their own lasts,
Lo and sa

from “the’ day that ‘the fathers 'fell: asleep, all things

ation. w11fu11y forget; that.there .were

‘For--this. vth?'
and-an earth .compacted out of

- heavens fromi-of -0l

-

' 8:3-6, R.V)
That is our proof—God said 1t

“There -were heavens from of - old and” an earth éom-
&acted out of water and. anrudst water, by the word of R

Py, -

are-not all good.: ‘Even- ‘alcohol : 1tself is good- ‘for some .
- purposes; but the devil seems to ‘have. secured a monopoly ’

: 'penshed " C
somethmg more devastatmg than anythmg yet known .
- And people are "being kept awake mghts by bemg' told ,

that the H-bomb can- depopulate 1he whole earth and

" ¥now: But I do, with the- :utmost, and on the hlg‘hest’

. . of bombs, and of firé in reserve.

But that 18 not.what people- are now.fearing. We are

g, Where .is_the ‘promise -of his -‘coming'? for,™

continue. as they were from the begmmng of the cre- -

- ... water.and amldst water, by the word of God ”—(II Peter T

0y =

Now llsten S .
- By which "means. the world that then was, béi
ove lowed w1th water, perished: F_(I1 Peter 3:6, RV

“That is hlstory

L4 .
Personally I.am not absolu'tely sure whether that.

" reference-is to the Noachian.deluge, or to some prehis- . .. .
It is obvmus that. many mventlons are. :

toric- catastrophe. It-doés not matter. Whatever it-was, = .
it 'was by the word of God, “by which means the (same) .~
world that then was, belng overﬂowed w1th water e

Thus. we close’ that’ chapter of hlstory e _
i “But the heavens'that now. are, and the earth, by-* " - -
. the %n’le) word have .been stored w1th fll‘e e (II Peter
~.3:7, RV, -

" Orice agam olbserve that

“The heavens that now are, and the earth, hy the-
same word have been stored with_ fire.”

That is suggestive.of the potentlahtxes of the A-bomb - '

and the H-bomb but we knew it before—there is plenty of
fire! There, is. no difficulty in behevmg in a fiery judg-
-ment that shall devour the. adversar'y—not at all. But
listen: What about these: heavens that now are, and' the "
-earth that is stored with fire? . Is it waiting for the ex-
_perimentation of sclentls'ts" They may and w1ll experl-
ment. But listen-again: -

““Being’ ‘reserved agamst the day of . Judgment and
destructlon of ungodly men,] (1L Peter 3:7,RV.). .

destruction in the elements about: us, is' not going to be’
" handed over to the -caPrice of men. There is-still a Sov-
ereign Ruler-in the ‘heavens, and these things are there;

but they: are “reserved agamst the day of Judgment and e

destructlon of ungodly men.”

God.has His “stockplle"—fto use the, current phrase——_ -
'Hé_needs no- Atomic
-Control Commlssmn to tell Him how to control’ it. He.
'.wxll control it Himself, after the counsels.of His own will..

* I should be sorry to have to believe that this world was -
now the victim of hap or- chance, and wholly subject .to the-

- .

- whims of men, however worthy: their original motives; . <
‘80 that, after they have. made the discovery, its' powers
" mdy be used by wicked men for the destruction of their

. fellows. ' No; these things are “reserved ‘against the day
.of judgment and destruction of ungodly men,” .

Reserved Only for the Ungodly

" Of this we need not be afraid, ‘because.we need not take

"our place among the’ ungodly There is a.man in Quebec
“fearful of the verdict of a jury to-morrow, or the next
day, or whenever it may ‘be rendered.” You and I will .~
. not be without interest, as we read of it; but personally
-~ we neéd have no fear:. it has.nothing to'do with us. The "’
sentence ‘will fall, and will be executed upon someone ‘who -
*deserves it, but upon nobod'y else, " If God had Tiot. been

minded' to” have tiercy upon:this- w1cked world;:He would™ -~ -

s -never. have spoken to us, at: all.” 'He-conld: have unloosed :
-His thunderbolts upon us, and the world would ‘'have.been
destroyed ‘Biit the things that. were wmtten "aforetime-

.. were, written for our learning. /It Was mercy that wrote—
them It was ‘abounding’ grace that penned ‘thefn” “that

_ we through patience and comfort of the scripturés, might
"thavé “hope” ;. tha} there. ‘might. be no. night.so- dark . as to

o
B

HAVE YOU‘ ANSWERED THE' EDITOR’S
- ANNUAL I.ETTER‘-"

Let me tell you, my dear frlends, the: awful power of B

be w1thout | s'tar for the! bellever ‘no eltuatlon*so ev1l so..
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bad, as to be utterly hopeless to him who -knows anything
about the God of all comfort. And in these days, when
“men’s hearts (are) failing them for fear, and for looking
after those things which are coming upon the earth”, we
do well, as believers, to familiarize ourselves with these
things that were written aforetime for our learning, for

the days are upon us now; and the necessity for it will be

intensified in the days to come. We shall need the patience
and comfort which only the inspired Scriptures can give
us, and by means of which alone | can we entertain a- hope
for the future.

But let me readon. I think sometimes it would be well
for us occasionally to read Seripture without comment.
Let me repeat'

“The heavens that now are, and the earth, by the same
word have been stored with fire, being reserved against
the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.
But forget not this one thing, beloved, that one .day is
with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years
.as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning his prom-
ise, as some count slackness; but is longsuffering to
youward, not wishing that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance.” (II Peter 8:7-9, R.V.)

Stays the Thunderbolts of Justice
Hence He stays the thunderbolts of Jud.gment and
the day of reckoning is postponed that men miay have
space to repent and turn to God. That is what the
Scripture says. That is why He does not 1mmed1ately
come. But listen again:
“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief.”

And when it does, what will happen?

“In the which the heavens shall pass awa;
noise, and the elements (or héavenly bodies) shall
dissolved with fervent heat, and the earth and the 'works
that are therein shall be burned up. * (II Peter 3:10, R.V.)

One will say, “But does not that bear out what the
men of the H-bomb have told us?

with a at '

dissolved with fervent heat, and the earth and the works
that are therein shall be burned up.’” Yes; that is
- what the Scripture says. That is true of the awful day
of the Lord that is inevitably coming. But it will come
in His time. It will come when He wills it.
But let me g0 on: -~

“Seeing that these things are thus all to be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought e to be in all holy hving
and godliness, looking for and earnestly desiring the
coming of the day of 2 (II Peter 8:11, 12, R.V.) .

A New Heavens and a New Earth

* Is it possible that we should earnestly. desire “such a
day as this: the coming of the day of the Lord”?

“By reason of which the heavens being on fire shall be
dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat.”
(11 Peter 8: 12, R.V.))

Truly, a perfectly terrible prospect!

“But, according to his promige, we look for new heav-
ens and a new_earth wherein dwelleth nghteousness »
(II Peter 3:13, R.V.)

This old earth is going to be purged of all its xmqui'ty,
-and there is to be a new heavens. You know what the
Scripture says, that even the heavens are unclean in
His sight, and His angels He charges.«with folly. It is
said that the things of the heavens had to be sanctified,
.or consecrated with “better sacrifices” than those offered
“in the temple. Oh, the far-reach of this horrible, hellish,
thing called sin that has even tainted the heavens! And

A

‘The heavens shall.
pass away with a.great noise, and the elements shall be

the far-reach of the efficacy of the atoning blood, for
He hath entered not into temples made with hands, but
into heaven itself, with His own blood, there to appear
in the presence of God. .

The Earth Will Not Be Depopulated

"You will tell me,” “But you have not yet dlsproved
the possibility of the earth’s bemg depopula'bed It
sounds to me as though that is what is going to happen ~
from what you have read,—the heavens and earth dis-
solved by fervent heat, and everything in the earth
burned up.”
. Signs in the Heavens )
What about it? Let me read another passage: -

- “Immediately after the tribulation of those ,days shall
the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not. give her

v light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the
powers of the heavens shall be shaken: and ‘then shall
Kaear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then
shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall
see the Son of man commﬁlm the clouds of heaven w1th

1 power and great glory.” (Matt. 24:29, 80).

The Present Dispensation of Grace “The Last Days

On the day of Pentecost the Apostle Peter identified
the whole dispensation of grace wxﬁh the last days:

“ft shall come to pass in the last days, saith God,
I will pour out my gant upon all flesh: and your sons
and your daughters shall proshesy, ahd your young men
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:
and on my servants on my handmaidens I will pour
out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:
and 1 will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in
the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke:
the sun shall /be turned into darkness, and -the moon
into_blood, before that great and notable day of the
Lord come.” » (Acts 2:17-20).

' -'People are interested in “flying saucers”—or dishpans,

-1 dont know what they are. It is amazing the credulity

of some people. I do not say there may not be something
in it. Some scientist. remarked that perhaps the Martians
have got ahead of us, and have paid us a visit before
we had a chance to visit Mars. But they are subject
to the same limitations as ourselves: they cannot -get
back,cas we- cannot get there.

The Gathermg of Elect and the Rapture
the Same Event

Then 'there is that alleged twenty-three inch man who
was/the pilot of one of these saucers! I don’t know
what has become of him. It is surprising that the Roman
Catholic Church did not get hold of him! He would be
a curiosity, more so, than Peter’s bones, which they have
discovered for an attraction for “Holy Year".

“Then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in .
“heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn,
and they shall see the Son of ‘man coming in the clouds
of heaven with power #nd great glory.” And he shall send
his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall
gather together his elect from the four winds, from
one end of heaven to the other.” (Matt. 24:80, 31)

‘Before that flood of vengeance is let loose, He will
gather together His elect: and so— .

“The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the
- trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with -them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” (Y
Thess 4:16-18). .
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You know that I do not subscribe to the doctrine of a
secret rapture. Noj; it is all part of this general judg-
ment scene. The angels gather together the elect.

Then it is pqt in another way: .

“With the voice of the archangel, and with the trump

of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we
which are alive and remain shall be caught up to-

gether.”

Will the Earth Be Depopulated?

We shall not be in the fire, my dear friends, in that
great judgment day. But what will be the condition of
the earth when this takes place? Depopulated?

You remember the story in the New Testament of the
members of the Sanhedrin: sitting on the judgment seat,
and sending messengers to the prison to “bring forth”
the prisoners. The messengers returned—I like to read
that record. To me there is so much humour in it—and
said, “The prison is there all right; the doors are shut
all right; we got inside all right: but there were no
prisoners.” So the judges had assembled for mothing.
" While they were wondering, someone said, ‘“Those men
you put in prison are down in the market place preach-
ing.”

%{ow do you suppose those judges felt? Rather small
I should imagine. But when the great Judge of all the
earth comes down the skies, and the sign of the Son of
man shall be seen in heaven, will He come to a depopu-
lated earth, and’ set up His judgment seat when there
is no one to judge? Listen: :

“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall
“not pass away. But of that day and hour knoweth no .
man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”

As It Was in the Days of Noah, and Sodom
And then the Seripture says: -

“But, as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming
of the Son of man be. For as in the days that were
.before the flood they were eatin, and drinking, marrying
‘. and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered
into the ark, and knew not until the flood caime, and
took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son

" of man be.” (Matt. 24:37-39). /

They will still be eating, and drinking, and marrying, '
and giving in marriage,—there will be plenty of people
on this earth to answer the call, “Come to judgment.”

Let me read you Lulke’s version of that passage:

“For as the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one
part under heaven, shineth unto the other part under
heaven; so shall also the Son of man be In his day.
But first must he suffer many things, and be rejected
of this generation. And as it was in ithe days of Noe,
so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.
They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they
were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered
into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them
all. Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they
did eat, they drank, they bought, they- sold, - they
planted, they builded; But the same day that Lot went
out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven,

“and destroyed them wall. Even thus shall it be in the
day when the Son of man is revealed.” (Luke 17:24-30). .

Still Eating and Drinking, Marrying, Etc.,
. ‘When Christ Comes
This old world will be going on its way just as it-is
now, eating and drinking, and marrying, and giving in.
marriage, buying and selling, and planting, and building,
.and holding stupid services like that in Bathurst St.
Chureh, to ask the question, “Is God necessary ?”” Whether

He is necessary or not, we shall all find that He is very
real, and that the Judge of all the earth will do right.

Are we to be frightened out of our wits, by believing
that the earth is to be swept clean of all people, and of
all living things? No; a bomb may be loosed upon parts
of the earth; but-if it has such power as they say, no
human hands will ever be allowed to drop it, because
the Hieavens that now are, and the earth, are reserved
by the word of God to the day of judgment and destruc-
tion of ungodly men. ’

’ ’ !

The Divine Judge Will Not Abdicate His Authority
‘The Judge of all the earth will not abdicate His-
throne. He will not hand over His sovereign powers to
men, however clever, and however great. Understand,
I am not belittling the advances of science. They are
enough to terrify us, ‘even on the smallest scale. God
grant that He may send us—as I think this passage in
Second Peter, chapter three justifies us in hoping—a
great revival that His long waiting may mot be in vain,
and that all may come to repentance. It would be just
like our gracious God, as we have said again and again,
to give this wicked earth another chance before the

" judgment. I believe we have warrant here for expecting

it. :

A Day of Judgment Coming .
' But to make this applicable, and practicable to our-
selves. What is the argument in all this? Just that
there is a terrible day of judgment coming.

I 'ooked even into this Sankey 'Hymn Book to see what
collection of hymms there were on the judgment. , I
found none. You don’t hear much about that now. But
+he day of the Lord will come “as a ‘thief in the night,
in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great-
noise. and the elements shall be dissolved with fervent
‘heat. and the earth and the works that are therein shall
be burned up.” - . -

That judgment day is coming, and there is only one
wayv by which we may face it with equanimity. and se-
curity and peace: -

“Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my ,florious dress;

“'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
_ With' joy shall T Lift up my head” .

I doubt not that when the ' Judgment 'Seat is set, it will
be foynd- that the voice of science has been released as a
warning, as a storm signal to us all, as well as the voice
of Revelation. “I.did not go to church.” No; but you
might have known ‘these things from reading your news-'
papers telling of what was coming, if you had any moral
sense at all. We shall_be without excuse on that dread-
ful day of judgment. Our only safety is in Jesus Christ.

If Any Man Sin We Have an Advocate

A man was charged with a capital ‘offence. He was
already in prison. He was waited upon- by a lawyer,
wel! attired, and bejeweled, with every evidence of pros-
perity, who offered to undertake his case, and plead his
cause at the great Assize at which he was to appear.
The poor prisoner was caught by his blandishments, ‘and
overwhelmed by his persuasion, and he said, “All right,
I will pit my case in your hands. I will retain you as
my advocate.” )

They had several interviews, and the day of the trial
was approaching, when one day there was admitted to
his cell another man. He had “no form nor comeliness”
as had the other. He bore no special evidence of pros-
perity; but he had a gracious, kindly, countenance, and
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" and I have put my cage in his hands.”
' . sald; “It is not too late. . You can, take your case-out of _

- _said the stranger.

.~ quittal!..

. . judge.
: pleaded hig case, the prisoner: ‘sat with ashen face, lookmz

. to fhe Judge ori the bench. There was no graciéus smile
Said the - -
" . prisoner, N
" What do all these pleas mean?” . r .
‘In due course, by the- gracious: lms that promxsed hiin

~his hands, and give'it to’ ine’
' “do that. » J,
A few days later.he catiie agam and saxdv “Have you -

-‘sistent than ever.
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L _he sald to the prlsoner “I know all about your case; and

I coime. to offer you my services agamst the day of the
great Asslze _“But,” ‘said ‘the prisoner, “I am sorry,
you come Moo late 1 have already retamed my counsel,
T'he stranger

““No; I do not t‘hmk I w1ll
"So the stranger retlred

-considered “my proposal of a féw days ago? I thought

* .~ perhaps you-might have changed your mind by this time. _ -.: -
- .Are you willing, that T, should. undertake - your case"” ~
‘- Again-he declined, and the stranger was dismissed,
Lateér he, called again, and this time he was more per— .
He said, “You know I am an advocate,”

and I come in your mterest I will promise you acqulttal

I have a way of securing your, ll'beratlon, and your escape -
“Yes, "

from"the. penalty -of your crime.”: “My" crime!”
“You are gu!lty You know you are
g\ullty “But-how do you know that?” “I saw you do it.
I wes an eye-witness of your crime. Notw1thstand_mg, 1f
you will trust me I will secure your freedom.”

" “No,” said 'the prisoner, “I cannot do it. Tt is too
late I think my chosen advocate has lt well-in hand, and
I shall leave it to him.” e

The day-of the trial came. The_ prxsone-r was -brou-ght

in, and brought to the bar, and all were waiting, when-' -

the -Court Crier indicated the approach of the- judge.
Everyone rose, and the-judge took his place on the benc‘h

- arrayed in all ‘his* legal robes.

The prisoner. Tooked : ‘on him—-—and behold he was the

* stranger who had, called upon him- and promised-him ac-
But he was not his advocate: now he was his ,

As his ¢hosen’ advocate called his witnesses, and .

now, but a stern look of. inexorable justice."

e saw me”do it. Hé khows I am: gullty

hfe. the sentence of death was pronounced : J
. Some’ day rbhe ‘Stranger Who begs iis. o have wisdom.”

.-'.:--.evenl the fear. of ithe. Lord. some dav.He will.-come, to. be. .

", our Judge, and when that day: shall come, 1t w1ll be too

"~ ‘him_or -her to hear.
-. - .of sinners, help such an one. -even.if there.is only one here
to-nlght to hear the lmockmg—knockmg—knockmg of the

"I "THo Chiistian ‘AMtitude Toward Amulomon‘l's" ......_2..:..,..__.-.-. 08" °
"The; God of All Comfort“ - i 0B
. L. The: Gospel Wlfness LML _'

|30 Gorrard S'I'reot Eas'l' Toronto 2 '_--‘,‘ Canada

late—too late—forever 'too late' N
Let us pray' o

-

Oh Thou God of all p:race and comfort is there ‘one:: ‘Man-

. or one woman here to-night not ready for that. day. of: fiery

indignation, -that ‘shall devour the adversary?-

If so,-help -
, Thou God of grace,.

Thou Saviour

BOOKS AND BOOKLETS
By DR T T SHIELDS

“"Other l.lﬂlo Ships" $2.00.

" . Beautifully bound in blue clotl\ wnth-gllt lofters, 280 pages.
."Tl\e Plot That Failed” 200 .
ecial lllustrated Number of Sopi 28 ._._.a._-..._..__'..,.__ .28
Ruuollmn or. Rutherfordism™,. 71 p rreemmemas 288
“The Papacy.in the Light of Serlpturo" 26 pages ............ 28

-"The Oxford Group Analyred"

"Does Killed ‘in. Action Mean. Gone to Heaven?" ... ... .05 n '

Wounded Hand Behold I stand\at the door and’ knock

d, give us wisdom to open the door, and to bid Thee

come in. And when that great .day shall come, we shall
. greet it with joy, and not with grief.

We ask this-all in Jesus’ Name. Amen

l .

- Ican thmk Jof no- better hymn than that from whlch

I quoted whlch we sﬁhall now smg

o .Jesus, Thy blood and rlghteousness
y -beauty are, my glorlous dress; .
i 'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed

. 7. ".. To .take.my. mansion. in the skles, T
. 7. .. E'en then shall this be.all my Pplea— ...

.Bold shall 14 stand in that great day, -
.- For who aught to niy charge shall lay, . . .
"While, through Thy blood, absolved I am . * - -

From sin’s tremendous clrse and shame"
. ThJs spotless robe "the - same appears
"When ruined nature sinks ifi-years:: * .-

"« No age“can change fits' glorious hue; - - ‘ 0

.~ The robe of Christ is ever new:-

" Oh, let thé dead now hear Thy voice! ~ ~ : "_:'-.a'..'

B1d, Loxrd, Thy banished ones rejoice:’
Their beautv this, their glorious: dress, .
- Jesus,- Thy blood and nghteousness e CLT T

can

LW.CC: SQUEEZES ouUT: EVANGELICAL

i MISSIONARIES - :
ROM a good’ frlend in .Edmburgh we ‘have Jrust re-

“ceiVved the following note; by air mail, which we print .

herewith..as a further, (example of the’ kind of" rehglous

“monopoly which -is being planned by the modermstic

World Councll of Churches LT

Dear Mr Whltcombe

s

-~ With Joy shall I l1ft up, my ‘head. - e '_-"-j
“When,- from’ the dust of_death; T- nse o _'.~ e

~Jesus hath lived snd' died for me. *. "™ . : N <

Edlnburgh February 18 1950 » Tat

A lifélong friend-of mlne. a mmlster who: has -been ‘a ~_.. }
~warm- supporter: ‘of the. "World" Evangelization Crusade e

(W.EC). wrote to inform me' some ten days ago, that their”

missionariés:in India’ had been notified by. the Government - - '

of India that. they must. join in the World- Council. of

Churches (W.C.C.) or leaveTndia; and:that their (mission- _ -

ary), -council has- been summoned. to meet..and consider

" what course .of action they should take in tthe case they IR
. are now face to face with-it. . s
;I have been commumcating this. news” to- all the cxrcle

- . of, friends. who-have  become "alarmed over the. news.. that
- rédched me’ through THE -GoSPEL ~WITNESS; -and t6 'some™

others who “seemed still to be in’doubt as ‘to _whether T
Gosprr, WITNESS Tenort was: auité reliable.s

To me. it Yooks"as .if -the -efforts of .the delegates of the
- International 'Counc11 of 'Christian - Churches, as .reported. -~

by Dr. McIntire .in THE GOSPEL WI'l'NESS of December 15

"sentations can be made as to the’great. and lasting .damage

to. all the best mterests of Tndia. .that would result from-'_ U

the .expulsion.of loyal missionaries of the. Gospel
Wxt:h every cord1a1 good VVlsh AN
Yours very truly; -- -

S ¢ Slgned)

The above report appears to be rbased on relxable in-

formatlon and- was-sent to us as. such in good faith:

. We:print, it for the mformatxon of our readers and: s'hall- .

"“look for news .of further’ developmen’ts “In-any “cdse, "if

--is evident that the modernistic W. C/C: is bent. .on bamng .

* fast, have been countéractéd by the leaders .of the W.C:C. LT .
But it :may still be_that-the Indian Government. officlals.. .. ™
wﬂl agaln -change their minds if from Britain strong repre: - -

" the migsion. fields of -the wo'rld o all-but those ‘mission-» v "
aries -who are e1ther modermsts themselves or who w1ll

bend the knee" to modemlstlc unbehef —W SW
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EVANGELIST ABDUCTED IN QUEBEC
THILE the Roman Catholic press of this continent

. plays up the persecution -of priests and - b1shopsf

behmd the “Iron Curtain” it completely and totally "ig-:

. nores .or blandly .denies the. persecutlon of the Protes- -
" stant minority  in  Roman A Catholi¢’ countnes such "as ~

- N ften-. e
. Spain;- Portugal,. Htaly and. South America..". Too. often ‘-vrsntfa French-Canadian family who. professed an-in-" -~

~As the evangelist’s car was under- . -

the *gecular” press of the world follows the line laid

" “down by the news organs of the Hierarchy, and passes-"

_over in silence the many -eévidences.both at home and
‘abroad of the totalitarianism of -the:Church of Rome.

- THE GOSPEL WITNESS, however, is free and untrammelled |,

and therefore ‘dares to call attention, to. another instance
of religious .intolerance. in'_the Provmce of Quebec that

‘ .has hot been notlcedl 80 “fdr as we know, by any of our
English-language - newspapers of Canada. The source’

of our information is certain good- friends of the. Gospel

T generally known as “Plymouth Brethren” who have beén °
" carfrying -on a qulet but. effectual work of evangelizing
- - Wrench-Canadians in the -Province of Quebec. - ' We have
- -often protested .against the jpersecution *to which, have

béen ‘Subjected the misléd persons who name themselves
“Jehovah’s Witnesses”.

- of Baptist missionaries ‘who were. jailed’ for preachmg

the Gospel in_Northern Quebec. 'Now we call attention

" to similar treatment that has ‘been meted out to the

evangelists of still-another group. We do_so in the in-

" terests of free speech, and -especially of religious free-
* dom, which is the source of. all our. freedoms, as our -
English history. demonstrates to all. who have eyes to’

. read and un'derstand it. .

Rome Conmves at Mob Rule

What would be said in the papers of: this contment 1if-

an organized gang of hoodlums lald violent. hands on
Cardinal McGuigan and other Roman 'Catholic’ priests

in Toronto and escorted them tfo the station; compelled .
. them-to. pay- for. their fare to Montreal: and:then put.them. -

on.the train with the warning that if-they were to return. - -

it-weuld be at<the risk of their property and their per-.

.sons?. THE GOSPEL WITNESS would be the first to protest

with the ,utmost vigour- against .such.violence as -being -
.. not only un-British- but- unaChrrs‘tlan, -and . .deserving of
. -the , strongest condemnatron by - all decent c1t1zens and

of the, severést punlshment by. the- proper “authorities; -

'._'.But in"Quebec, what happens? - “The. prlests of .the Roman
- .-__EOhurch havé no -word: of eondemnatmn for. ‘tnob - rule_
) when it is’ exerclsed in favour of their feligion, and the

civil authorities are apathetic. The minority finds that

- it faces a wall of hostility and indifference, the same
- -kind -of wall that in-Europe is-called an. “Iron Curtain”,

but in Quebec it is 4 curtain that protects the Ohurch
of Rome and has been brought into being by her’ zealots
‘If irideed’ it has rot been called into beirg directly on
the command of. the Hierarchy,-it is the only undertakmg

~ we'know of for the protectxon of ‘the papal church that

has not been created by.express orders of the prxesthood
We give publicity .to. the -account we have received
from these Christian friends in Quebec because we be-

~lieve that the white light of publicity exercised by a
free press possesses great powers of sterilization for -

the hidden things of darkness: The creeping things of

shadé’ always flee from.the light because they know its
- powerto db .away-with their evil works:
“that, ‘even™in -this land of ‘freedom,: the ‘daily préss is

Tt.is a sad fact

_relictant to turn’the light of 1ts news columns on the
machmatlons of Rome. We: speak because we are un-

' 'i:'ettered and because the fight for-the liberty of others

N )

“We have also pleaded the cause -

';-'..l" -

_1s otir: fight, whether: they be‘ “Plymouth Brethren ” or' '
-Baptrsts or, Jews, or so-calledJ “Jehovah's Wltnesses” -

Romamst Gangsters at: Work

The story as we have received it from our Christian
_frlends 4n’ Quebec‘is as follows An evangellst ‘working
in Shawmlgan Fallg, -Quebec, ‘received an -invitation “to.

- terest, m the Gospel.’
" goirig ‘repairs, those Wwho. asked ‘him to. make the visit
_offeréd to: come: and get him in “their car. . The driver
“took:the’ evangells't to"the railway station where four men .
entered .the. car and’ took.-his ‘wallet:from him, They-
-thereupon warnied him never.to enter ‘the town again
and drove him fo the. station_in 'Dhree R1vers

'Phe account oon'tmues thus: . _
“On: arrlvmg at, the OPR statlon in Three Rivers one

.. of the party went in to purchase the tlcket (They bought

-it with the evangellst’s money and gave him back the
'change) ‘Then, instead of taking. him -through the
. statlon, by .a word to-a railway eonsta?ble, they took him
through the gate. durec‘tly onto the: platform - They kept
"him surrounded untll the train pulled in, put him on it,
"and; repeated their warnings not to:return. A Christian
from- the Three Rivers assembly -was taking that train -
on:hig? way.to New York on business. Seeing the brother -
and realizing’ what was takmg place: he walked up and .
down the platform and took in the sltuatlon He beheves -
he knoiws; two of the abductors.. - . ..

-. “The! band-lts then - phoned ‘the evangehst’s -wife, told

" ..her what.had happened to her husband, that he would: = -

ng,t be 'back in 'Shawimgan Falls, and-that she must be

prepared to-move. away by Tuesday.- They added that -
. if she:heedéd- money or food to get in touch with the
. Chief of Police, but we cannot ‘be sure ‘that they were_
'authonzed to say that -

ehe 7, "'»

Apathy of Quebec Offrclals -
“We 1nterv1ewed both the Mayor ‘and” tHe Chief of
_Pollce, gnd-demanded protection for the evangelist and:
his- famrly ‘Neithér-would promise to ‘protect h1m, rior
“to,prosecute the criminals,’ but the police cruiser did

.~patrol the ‘streét where he lives: - We were also able to

“track. down the driver of the taxi, -who confessed béfore.

witnesses “to. being the. driver of the- cab-and to have -

overheandl all .the conversatlon, but he disclaimed 'knowl- :
“edge of the'namés of the ‘abductors. " :

" “To-day: (Monday) the’ Three Rivers paper carned a.
--front-page ‘account of- the expulsxon (though badly dis= -
torted) - They have thus changéd-it from a private to
‘a publlc ‘natter. Police. departiments of both the Cana-
-'dian National Railways, on ‘Whose property the abduction
“was commltted and the Canadian Pacific: Raxlway, whose .
. constable:made.it-possible for theri.to ‘consummate: it,
have béenr notified; and have promised to. investigate.
On" the advice of. our lawyer we are. erideavéuring to
bring - sufficient pressure on’ the. local .authorities to
cause them to take ‘action, and are planning to take the
matter to hlgher authorltles should they refuse

' ’Our Rrght to Freedom of’ Worshnp Ve

“We should like to call to the attentron of the Lord’s
people that: this'is- t‘he‘thqrd time that missionaries -com-_
" mended by assemblies of Chrlstlans have been kldnapped
_in this Province of. Quebec. These  kidnappings. have in-_ .
varlably followedl the same. pattern: request for a visit,
seizure, expulsion from 'the, loéglity ;. and on at least two
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occasions they have_happened during Lent. In the past
we have made practically no fuss about it, but we feel
that a stop must be put to such occurrences, and that
our rights as citizens must be insisted upon. We would
therefore urge all to pray especially that the Lord may
cause the authorities to bring justice to bear to put a
halt to such practices. Remember this brother and his
-family, that they might be protected by a mightier hand
than that of the law. Pray also that we mi-g_ht be guided
by the Lord in all things.” . )

We would join our friends in Quebec in urging our
readers to pray for this evangelist and his family_. We
are particularly happy to mote their determination to
insist on “their rights as citizens” and to bring pressure
to bear on the authorities, and, if necessary, to ‘‘take
the matter to higher authorities ghould they refuse”.
This, we have discovered, is the only language that Qu_e-
bec priests and authorities understand, forl it means
that when such matters are brought before the courts
.even the newspapers dare no longer be ruled by the
Roman Catholic ban on news of activities displeasing to
the Hierarchy. Paul stood on his rights as a Roman
citizen, of which he was proud, why should we do less
as British citizens, as long as- Quebec forms a.part of
Canada ?——-W.'S.W; : '

WHAT SIN REALLY AIMS TO DO
Every sin is a kind of cursing God in the heart; an
aim at the destruction of the being of God; not.actu-
ally, but virtually; not in the intention of every sinner,
but-in’ the .nature of every sin. That affection which

excites a man to break His law, would excite him ‘o

annihilate his being if it were in his power. A man
in every sin aims to set up his own will as his r}lle,
“and his own glory as the end of his actions agaln'st
the will and glory of God; and could a sinner attain
his end, God would be destroyed. .

: ~ —STEPHEN CHARNOCK

. Once More Ava‘_ilable: ‘
"THE PRIEST, THE WOMAN, AND
T THE CONFESSIONA_L
By FATHER CHINIQUY

THE GOSPEL WITNESS bas issued two 1.‘3
editions of this book, which are both exhausted,
‘and still there is a great demand for it. We have

. therefore put it on" the press again and it is now
available. T )

‘Send in Your Order Now for Speedy Delivery
Price: One Dollar a copy, poc_tPaid.

THE GOSPEL WITNESS, -

130 Gerrard Street East,
Toronto 2, Canada.

. Please send me ... copies of The Priest,
The Woman, and: The Confessional, for which 1
_enclose ......... e R dollars.
B 37N s ——
'A_DDRESS .....................................................................

A FRENCH-CANADIAN WRITES US
THE GOSPEL WITNESS has a large circulation in the
Province of .Quebec, and many French-Canadians regard
this paper as their genuine friend which pleads their
true cause. We are particularly happy to receive such
letters as the following from our French-speaking fellow-
citizens who realize that we are anxious to bring the
light of the Gospel to them. We give the following
translation in order to remind our readers of the great
need there is in this mission field on our doorsteps.

This letter was addressed to THE GOSPEL WITNESS:

Dear Gospel Witness Pastor: ‘o

I am writing to tell you that my wife and I have been
reading the Word of the Lord for eight years, but as we
moved away from the North where we first heard the
Gospel, we no longer receive copies of the Word of God.
We have given away the copy. which we had read and
read again and sh6uld like to receive others to give
away to families interested in the Voice of the Gospel.
(The name of the French Gospel monthly published by
Rev. J. R. Boyd of -Sudbury.) I should like also to obtain

a copy of the 'version of the Bible translated by the Abbé °

Crampon and authorized by the Hierarchy. This would be
of great help to me as I seek to bring the Word of God
to Roman Catholics. I wish it were possible to speak with
you personally for we are far from the pastor of the
Voice of the Gospel and we should like to spread it among
our friends. I am : N .

- Yours in the Word of the Voice of the Gospel.

(Bigned) '

The above letter "has been forwafded to Mr. Boyd who
will iriclude this name on his monthly mailing list for

- The Voice of the Gospel. We are sure there are many
thousands of French-Canadians who would like to possess .

a copy of the Word of God for themselves, if they only
knew where it could be purchised. How strange it is
that a French-Canadian in Quebec should have to write
to THE GOSPEL WITNESS in Toronto for a copy of the
Bible and even of the approved Roman Catholic version
of the Bible! But then it is not strange, for the estab-

- lished policy of Rome seeks to keep the docile people in

ignorance of the Bible until.it is morally certain that
the Protestants will give the Bible to them if the priests
refuse to do so. But that.day has not come in Quebec,
for it has not yet been sown down with the good seed
which is the Word of God. Who will help us meet the
appeal of this good Frehch brother and of ‘many many
other French-Canadians who would read” the Bible if

they had it?—W.S.W. '

'WORKS .OF SUPEROGATION
The sophistical papists assert that a person is able
by natural strength to love God long before grace has

" entered his heart, and to perform works of real merit.

They believe they are able to fulfill the commandments
of God. They believe they are able to do more than
God expects of them, so that they are in a position to
sell their superfluous merits to laymen, thereby saving
themselves and others. They are saving nobody. On

the contrary, they abolish the Gospel, they deride, deny,-
- and blaspheme Christ, and call upon themselves the wrath

of God. This is what they get for living in their own
righteousness, and not in the faith of the Son of God.
. —MARTIN LUTHER

™

HAVE YOU ANSWERED THE EDITOR'S-
ANNUAL LETTER?
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WHAT IS HAPPENING IN ITALY?

In this article an Italian professor in Rome ‘tells
what is going on in Italy behind the scenes of the huge
theatrical performance currently advertised as the
“Holy Year”. The following excerpts are translated
from Réforme of Paris in which Prof. Giovanni Gonnet
writes: .

HAT is happéning in Italy? The “Holy Year” has

just begun and de Gasperi is beginning his sixth
government; Somaliland is going to have its fortified
posts once more; reconstruction continues, and every-
thing appears to be for the best in the best of all possible
worlds. Notwithstanding, there is ‘something w‘l\'ong:
workers and peasants are massacred by the police. In
Emilia, in Calabria, in Apulia, in Campana, in the south
as in the north of the peninsula, wherever the economy
of the latifundia still predominates, wherever the rights
of capital take precedence over 'those of labour, death
hovers over the “fourth estate” in a sinister fashion.
Of course, the pilgrims do not notice it. From one end
to the other of Italy, the trains leave and arrive on
schedule, the madonnas are carried in triumphal pro-
cession, restaurants, bairs, theatres, cinemas, taverns,
arenas, and churches are always crowded with people in
their ‘Sunday bést, money flows in rivers, and incense
fills the vaults of the glorious basilicas, but the people
are suffering, there is’ hunger, there is discontent!

~ What is happening in Italy? ,

Since the Catholics are in power, everything that is
against them and that dares to manifest its opposition
either in Parliament, or in political meetings, or in the
press, is all condemned as being ipso facto, inspired by
the Communists or under their direction, that is to say,
it is anti-Catholic or still worse anti-Christian. Every-
thing directly opposed to Catholicism, which is the re-
ligion of the majority, runs the fatal risk of sooner or
later being branded as a Communist manoeuvre. This
equivocation has been at work since April 18 (the date
of the elections two years ago). It was necessary .for
the so-called Demo-~Christian party to gain at any price

_the majority so as to remove from the opposition any

possibility of taking the initiative, whether that oppo-

" gition was marxist or liberal, or simply a lay party or

fascist, monarchist, etc. Enemy number one for them
was not the nationalist, reactionary right, but the so-

cialist-communist left, which, as a matter of fact, had-

more than eight million votes against almost 12 million
Catholics. ,The Red fear warped the judgment of many
Italians by reason of their lack of training in politics,
and it has been shown in all the acts of .the government
since the elections. The party in-power has been com-
pelled to make some compromises with the fascists,
monarchists, and nationalists; it has been compelled to
find support among the great capitalist trusts and among
the barons who are proprietors of the immense latifundiy
in the centre and the south. As a result the %ocial policy
is necessarily conservative . . .

Holy Year is not designed to simplify matters and
pacify spirits. The Pope spoke in his Christmas dis-

- course of the “great return”, but I think that Truman

has been more concrete in proclaiming that he would
accept the challenge of Moscow. The jubilee with its
pompous ceremonies and its tourist and hotel business,
plied for the almost exclusive profit of the Vatican, is
in danger of increasing the tension. Even Protestants
are accused of being favourable to Communism, as ‘they
are not in love with the idea of a common front such
as is proposed by the Catholics. 'On January 15 last,

Il Quotidiano, the organ of Catholic Action in Rome,
devoted it§ leading article to the reply of Pastor Marc
Boegner to the message of Pius XII. -As far as Catholics
are concerned, there is no “convergence” possible such
as that spoken of in The Times. At the most they are
willing to allow a practical understanding in the fight
against atheism, on condition, however, that Protestants
give up all idea of proselytizing, particularly where the
population is in a large majority Catholic. And, mark
this carefully, in Italy to evangelize, to give the Bible
,to the common people, to go outside of the churches and:
preach on the streets, in the moving picture theatres, or
in the halls, in Italy this means not only to attack the
Catholic Church and to offend the creed of the majority,
but worse still to be allied with Communism! That is
the conclusion of the article in Il Quotidiano! . . . .
Anti-Protestant propaganda does not stop there. The

cl_u-urch bells on a Baptist orphanage were forbidden to
ring, as the sound of the Protestant bells, and only of.

- the Protestant bells, falls under the provisions of the
penal code which deals with public noise! Protestant pas-
tors are put under arrest, the people are stirred up against
Ame_rican evangelists, stones are thrown at them, they
a_are_msulted; and if a protest is made, the reply is that
it is they who offend the ancestral faith and that the
qeople defend their traditions as they can. “Religious
liberty does not mean,” as Osservatore Romano (the
pope’s official organ), put it on January 11, “permission
to offend the Catholic sentiments of the people.”

Taking everything into account, the political; social,

and religious situation in Italy at the beginning of the
Holy Year is not the happiest.

POPE AND PAGAN

Now I saw in my dream, that at the end of this valley~
lay blood, bones, ashes, and mingled bodies of men, even
of pilgrims that had gone this way formerly; and while
I was musing what should be the reason, I espied a little
before- me 2 cave, where two giants, Pope and Pagan,
dwelt in old time; by whose power and tyranny the men,

. whose bones, blood, ashes, ete., lay there, were cruelly

“put to death. But by this place Christian went without
much danger, whereat I somewhat. wondered; but I have
learnt since, that Pagan has been dead many a day; and
as for the other, though he be yet alive, he i8, by reason
of age, and also of the many shrewd brushes that he
met with in his younger days, grown so crazy and stiff
?n his joints, that he can now do little more than sit
in his cave’s mou-th,,'gri-rmzin-g at pilgrims as they go by,
and biting his nails because he cannot come at them.

So I saw that Christian went on his way; yet, at the
sight of the old man that sat in the mouth of the cave,
he could not tell what to think, especially because he
Spake to him, though he could not-go after him, saying,
You will never mend till more of you be burned. But
he held his peace, and set a good face on’t and so went .
by, and catched no hurt. Then sang Christian:

O world of wonders (I can say no less),
That I should be ' i.ri’ that dlgtress
That T have met with here! O blessed be
That hand that from it hath delivered me!
Dangers in: darkness, devils, hell, and sin,
Did compass me, while I this vale was in;
Yea, snares, and pits, and traps, and nets did lie
My path about, that worthless, silly I

Might have been catched, entangled, and cast down:
But since I live, let JESUS wear the crown.

—PILGRIM’S PROGRESS
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UNION IS NOT UNITY

HURCH Umon 1s in‘the air these days The maJor
denominatjons. -all tend to build. up ‘great organi- -
zations.and to close their 'ranks imore and more, while
they are.also looking, with varying degrees of interest,-

in the direction -of -some. sort of -world-wide .union. with -
. ‘_'cther dénomihations and. 'churches.
" <-ticle, ‘feprinted from Faith and Fellowshtp, ‘the Offlclal

.‘The .following ar-.

.Organ of .the Lutheran Brethren of America, speaks. very

clearly and Wr'th true spiritual insight on the spirit ani- .-

-mating ecumenicalism: _The - editor. of vthis - Lutheran.
pub'llcatlon, swho s now- on- hls way.to New Zealand,

witites u¥ -to 8ay- that his.-group, which is .one:of the,'_,-

- smaller Lutheran bodies, stands for slmpllclty in worship,’

' the necessity-of -the- new ‘birth, ‘and that only.those with-

-a clear. testimony as. to their splrltual life can be com-

existence of such a Lutheran group which stands for’
the -great doctrines of grace that are also .dear to us..
We have.often thanked God for-radio messages such as
given by thelate Walter Maier, another Lutheran.: We
-“trust that the message willgo on, though this:‘faithful
In all the
‘Protestant denomunatlons there are” men..and. women
whose souls-are unspeakably- distressed over the spiritual

. ooldness and the doctrinal apoutasv thdt has blighted

the testlmonv of their churches. 'We believe that there
iz .a special need for raising a-cry of alarm to rouse’
true. believers to 'the imminent perlls of a movement for
Church, Union that neglects or denies. the ‘fundamental

- . importarnce of 8 common smrltual exnerlence and a Bibli-

o

~
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: deﬁml"te trends. toward union; w1th muich . agltatlon on

cal statement of falth Union, g8 this article em'phaslzes.

s not by any means the -same ﬁhmg as- um'ty —W'SW

LUTHERANS AND CHURCH UNION
i By Pastor T H. Levang of the Lutheran. Brethren of Amenca

 WT-IS inescapable truth that’the Church of Jesus Christ '
K is feeling: strongly the 1mpact of globahsm, 1nter-
natxonahsm RTI Lo

Among our Lutheran Churdh 'bodues aunion s on the
march .. These, past. elg'hteen mont;h's h'ave seen very -

“the subjeét.But 4. year ago, Novem‘her 9-11, defegates.
. to the American Lutheran Conference meeting in Detroit, -
Mlchlgan voted to, “reeommend that the National Luther: - .
"an Counc1l ‘call an- All-Lutheran Conference- to: be held -
under the auspices of .the Council with = v1ew to perm-
Tanent orgamzatlon of such 2 conference )

Though we: as .a synod dre - not members of the Na-
tlonal Lutheran 'Council. nor any Lutheran Conference,
. thesé decisions will, nevertheless, .impel *us- to’ examine’
our-stand and our: rela”tlonshlp toward these ‘trends - and
movements ‘of our .day.-.-We ‘cannot’ naively cruise .on.
_with stopped ears and: closed eyes as these events of far.
" reaching iniportarce take place; eveénts which will eventu: .
" ally draw-us into the stream where,decisions must be,

- made prayerfully and thoughtfully. and perhabs suddenly. .

As a synod we have been superb isolationists, . reluctant.

_ even“to comment on the moveiments among the churches
. of our land whlch are uniting' and merging ‘into larger

and numerxca]ly stronger synodical bodies. Yet we simply |
annot hve in this 'cosmopolltan world be a part of* 'it

HAVE YOU ANSWERED THE- EDITOR’S
AN'NUAL I.E'I'I'ER'-’ :
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Is Union the Answer?

But the mimediate question before us- ig: Is Church
Union, the ‘answer?

' ':m,c'h 16.‘19_50 -

. We must reply: Emphatlca‘l'ly no,

for it quite- blmdly 1gnones spmtual unity in the search
for great numbers unltedn in a federation to gam prestlge~----

in’a-world that has forgotten 'God. Kindred 'in origin

- ag are these two words, theéir miednings are continents - -

apart

only among those- who ‘have come to- knbw Chrlst per-

. sonally by a true and living faith. . ° -
"We ‘aFe: happy to know: - of ‘the'

_ A wit has aptly said that'if ‘you tie two cats .’
.together by their tdils ‘apd hang:them over a “clothés' .-
- lihe, -you would certamly- Kave -union but as certainly -
pot have:unity.. Church union without Christian- unity
..is useless—yes;-disastrous; and true unity can berealized .”

: .evangehze both. at home and abroad mthout also actxvely T
- participating in joint and. co-operative enterprlse '

“The argument is also .posed that Christian effort can - L

-~be ‘conserved through Lutheran Union whichwould merge LT
"‘neighbourhood Lutheran churches, thus creating a united - -~ - -
‘end larger ¢hurch, lending strength and prestige and- ’
- av01d the’ ‘wasteful. overlappmg of work. :.On-the surface

this seems geographically sound. But a ‘careful analysis
will often prove that the oveilapping geographically: ‘may

: :not be an overlapping: spiritually. Two, Lutheran- churches s
. ‘may-stand within a block of each other, yet one: be i -8

ritualistic, high churchly ‘congregation, the other a fow -

‘churchly and evangelistic congregation. .
club with a religious name and exterior, the other a soul
saving-station, evangelical and ‘evangelistic. Their very

Blgness Not Necessarlly Greatness

One-is 4 social

"labours are wso radlcally different that -no_{race of- a__'_ S
parallel can be found in thelr work. * Union would join . -

these two churches, . causing ‘the world. fo tnumph and._'-

. _the.saints to suffer defeat. “There. would be union but
:‘..'no unaty - Union:-is>social :and’ orgamzatlonal‘ umty is .=
Union' makes ‘for busmess, umty in. Chr’lst.;-".." k
' makés for power e MR e LT

Nor is unlon 4o be confused with. greatness There is . -

_much'of; bl'gness to-day- tha't-knows nothing of greatness

"Union: wou'ld. serve ‘to: bring: ‘the dommanrtly worldly.- T
" element ifi- the Lutheran Church into still greater power. . .
"“We cannot favour such federation™or unioni and:.diell "
-on & Scriptural foundation: -We canno't tolerate that sin” -

in, synodlcal ‘practice which- we have #0"staunchly op-"""""" -

posed in .the congregatlon mixed ‘congregations, the "
t'umte with unbehevmg, '

world in’the’ church We: cin
- churches synodrlcally, _and practise 'synodmall‘y what we

. do not'practise in.the-local chiurch. --Any ‘federation not -
based on Chrlstlan fellowshrp igs a farce, no- mattér-how

* -grand . the program may sound or 1ts appeal ‘to “the na-

tural ‘man.
Co-operatlon Important

s Though we stand opposed to .any partxclpatxon in such. )
“a Lutheran Federation: or Umon, we “ritist - recognhze‘, U

" that co-opera’tlon among. believers in.the various Luther-
an synods is vital. We must lend our voice and influence
to Christian work -at every time, of need..- We -need look

" to a ‘far more wholehearted. co-operation with our fellow '

“born-again” Lutherans in. evangel'lzmg the lost both at
home and abroad. -There are many warm héarted saints

of God in our fellow Lutheran: church bodies who are . -
On” the misgion -

" sburning 'themselves out, for Christ.

.-fields -also, we have. worked together 'frequently,: and ..
‘such hand. in hand work ought to be encouraged and-- w0

! stimulated.: - .
Co-operastlon w1th our fellow Lutherans who know,

N N .. L . IR I
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umon, and can be realized only when. it is founded
.a 'mutual Christian basis, that of. the redeeming love of.
-our Saviour filling our lives.’ Ohrlstxan fellowsh*lp must
he t’he cornerstone

" Spiritual Power Not in Numbers

e Lutheran Union looks forward to-a greart and nimeri-
cally powerful Lutheran Church united doctnnally,
) power for.Christ on earth. It complétely: forgets that
R, splntual power, lies not-in numbers of its membershlp,
- but i number of that membershlp whudh is in Jiving .
fellowshxp with - Christ, ‘and’ is both evang'ehcal and-
evangellstlc . This number, -we fear, is smgll in com-
“parison with the pubhshed statistics of .the Lutheran .
"'church membership in U.S.A.’ "The ‘Gospel of Chiist "has
.never been.popular, nor. is it to-day—not even m ‘the
Lutheran churches of our land.

' Though we find our confessuon entlrely Lutheran, our
fellowship is in Christ. Irideéd, as born-dagaim “Lutherans .

. ams But also as _born-agalin .Lutherans, -we find far
"+ than we ¢an' ever hope to find with our féllow Lutherans,
who ‘have-no’ place for' the living Christ in theéir heart

and hfe, however * orthodox" they may be. -

" . Christ alone"is the basis for unity* and union, emther

. . Lutheran or non-Lutheran. ‘When thiis splritual unity

-~of ‘union, then and only -then ;can- any church- union, .

s’hlp orf the Holy Splrlt or clalm His smlle 'and blessmg

- o .

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?’ '
From Evangelical Action, Melbourne, February 1, 1950

the campaign of the Rev. Car] McIntire_and Dr

. 'T. Shields many were asking; “What's’ the differerice be-
tween ‘thé” World :Céundl of .Churches .and the Internauonal_
- Council ‘of Christian Churches?” We reprint. this brief state:

4

R

and concisely. ., .It.dis also heing reprinted in leaflet; form,.and
copies can be’ obtamed for wider. distribution from Rev. W. R.

McEwen, . B.A,, Hon. Secretary,. Bible Uhion -of} Austraha,.
174 Collins Street, Melbourne, Cl, Victorla .-

W !Nchuro'h councils on the world Tevel-were organised. 'The
. t met August 11 to 19 and.is’ called the International -
<" Clouneil-+of - Christian 'Chiirches:. Representatives of - i6Y
. Protestant bodies from 29 countrles mhet in- the Englxsh
< Reformed Church;, where .the Pilgrim Fathers.worshipped
.~ before going to’ Almerica. : The second, the World- Council”’
- of Churches, mét August 22 to September 5, in .the Conéert -
- Hall, where
participa'ted
-Why two, counclls" This is the questlon that Chrls‘tlans
all over the world are ask'ing - .

149 denomlna*tions from 43

P

)
- K R,

‘concerning Christ, His life, His death, and His resurrection.
The International Council of :Christian Churches is. loyal
to ‘the Scriptures- and' emphasisés particularly. the truth
. concerning the deity of Christ and His death as a substitute
“for-the. sins of men, as presented in the Scriptures .

* in_ which it offered its own words'-as “a word ‘of ‘God.”
' * THe -Tntternational -Council presented the Bible to the world
G ' .%ag.the. Word of "God,’ the supreme and fmal au'thorrty in
AN faith and lee”' o

~

3.
"The World Councill is inclusivist wit-h bellevers and un- -

AMSTERDAM Holland, in the summer “of- 1948 two '

e T e ‘fmd. sweet, fellowshlp with fellow-born-dgain Lu'ther- .

more fe]lowshlp WIth the born-again reformmed- brethren, .

- Lutheran or non-Lutheran; be. realized- as. under leader- -

th ‘l Ohrs't is ¢ ‘But " ¢o- eratlon -ig.not behevers, onthodox and 11bemls, in unholy fellowship to-.
g ng ! 88 mus't o on’ gether in“its fold. "The International Council is .separatist

with only Bible believers in its.fellowship who. seek ‘to
maintain "Ithe purity of the church in-doctrine and hfe "

L4

“The- World Councll ‘approved one brief sentence for its - .

- creedal basis. and. it _allows a wide range of conflicting’ in-.. -,

terpretations. of that one sentence. . The Interhational - .
Counc11 ‘adopted ‘a’ statement. of faith of ten points’ dealing LR
h_ltthe inerrancy of. the Scriptures, the Trinity, "the _

blood of . Christ, the’ deity” of Christ, the virgm birth of ’
Christ, -the resurrectlon, and -other common evangeﬂlcal
doctnnes

:I‘he.- World ‘Counci'l desires that ethe -Réman. Catholic
Church join it in ‘the ecumenical movement. The Inter- ~
nattional Council, remaining true to. the Reformation, be- |
‘Heves ‘that :the Roman Catholic Church is 'an apostate -
body and has ‘no place in a council of Christian churches
6. .

The World Councxl numbers in its membership the
. Greek Catholic Church with its Mass, mariolatry, images,
and “idolatry. The International Council numbers in its

membership only Protestarit churches remaming true to-
the .hentage of tthe Reformation .

’I‘he World Councul 'has as a- goal—the umting of ‘all
Churches into one visible church, in -order to answer the -
prayer of Christ. The International ~Council believes that
the prayer of Christ. referred to the spiritial unity of
. ‘God’s people in Christ, already a fact as long as the church
exists; that the various Protestant denominations ‘are
en'tltled ‘to their convictions concerning the Scriptures and

that- ONE wvisible organ'isation would be the apostate

‘and harmony of doctrinal stand is mamtamed in ail talk - “Babylon the Great

The World Council has exalted. to positlons of leadershlp ] S
" some of ‘the most outstanding modernists. in the world to- .
day, including Methodist Bishop G. . Bromley Oxnam of the .
United States, who-has called the God of the.Old Testament. -

a “dirty bully” because He condemns man for Adam’s sin.
'l’he International  Council numbers among its membership
only -men who: believe the entire Bible and are known

" around the .world -as Bible-believing leaders, who have’

" ‘merit “which sets ‘out the dlstmgmshmg features most-clearly- :: -:

- .privaté enterprise.system.. The International Council con-

countrles -

The World Counci‘l of Churches ls modermstlc in its: lead- . 1
_ership, witha wide variéty of views arid eonflicting opmions_

2.
. The World Council presented 1ts “Message" to the world --

" taken part in the preservation -and the establishing of
true, pure Ohnstlan ohurches

"The World~Council ‘conceives of the kmgdom of God )
as a visible_social -order patternéd .after”the communistic
-economic principles, and-as suchis a foe of ‘the capitalistic,

-ceives of the kingdom of God as a splritual order: into

.which men can-enter:.only through thé new birth, and be-"

‘lieves’ Christians to be “salt” in“the gresent social order,’
derrianding freedom ‘of the individual before God, accotnt-
abledforfhls property and talents ln obedlence to the com- R
+mands ‘o ) . -

The World Council has an Intematlonal Commission. -
one of whose functions is to place pressure-upon national '
and international poli'tlcval ‘bodiés. "The International Coun: -
_cil .does -not conceive of.its task ‘as in.any -way political.
1It" feels -the responsibility, however, to ‘expose, to offset.

: and“to -undo as much ‘as possi'ble the . destructive work of
the, World Counci . B

..

- The World ‘Council has ithe support throughout the world *
of the most blatant modernists and inclusivists and ¢alls
-itself the  répresentative- of the “non-Roman” churches.
The International Council has the support throughout the -
world “of churches that are standing steadfastly by the
faith once deliveréd unto the saints and calls for a “Twen-
t1e'th century reformation

12.
- Thé World Council hds the endorsement ‘and_co-operation :
in the Umted Statés of the Federal. Council of the Churches *' - 7 7" s
of Christ in America.. The International Council has the - -. “. ..
_endorsement and- co-operation in the Un‘ited Stat‘es of the
Amerlcan Council of Christian Churches

- The.line drawn between belief and’ unbelxef is clearly L
"$een” today.’ Inthe United States the line is seen on the .

~
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national level and on down to the local level. It can now
be seen on- the world level in the differences between the
World Council of Churches and the International Council
of Christian 'Churches. There is no excuse for compromise.

In the light of 'the apostacy, ‘the_ socialism, and the
drive -for communism, Christian people must make their
choice. Bible believers are supporting by their prayers,
their gifts -and their presence the International Council
of Christian Churches, and are endeavouring to inform
Christian people, who do not realise the issues, what is
at stake in both the salvation of souls and the preservation
‘of the freedom of the individual. The call to all Bible
believers is to separation from apostacy and to fellowship
in true Christian denominations. '

RESOLUTION

" The following resolution was presented at the final
farewell meeting at Sydney of the McIntire-Shields’. Cam-
paign, and was supported by the audience standing:—

“The Rev. Carl McIntiré and Dr. T. T. Shields’ Campaign .
record:— -

.Committtee (N.S.W.) unanimously wish to

1. Their grateful thanks to Almighty God for bringing
amongst us, in the persons of Rev. Carl McIntire and
Dr. T. T. Shields, such stalwarts of the faith with .their
timely, vital and gracious messages; .

.2, That we commend the action of the Bible. Union of

Australia in seeking affiliation with the International

Council of Christian Churches;

3. That we agree with and endorse the- principles and ac-
tivities of the International Council of Christian
Churches to awaken the Christian conscience as to the
menace of modernism and pro-communism as expressed
in the World Council of Churches; = °

4. That we pledge ourselves to loyally support and further
the aims of the International Council of Christian
Churches to inform the Christian Church of the gather-
ing dangers and to stand for the Faith once delivered
unto ‘the Saints'.”

The Bible Union Executive has been greatly encouraged
by this resolution, and shall co-operate with the friends
in Sydney to implement their final pledge. To this end we
are sending out some extra copies of this number of
“Evangelical Action,” and seeking freésh supporters in our

. campaign. :

BOOK REVIEWS

Another Book on the Cults

THESE ALSO BELIEVE, by Charles 8. Braden. Macmillan
‘Compamy, Toronto, $7.00.

This is the most informative book we have read on
“Modern American Cults and Minority Religious Move-
ments”, as the sub-title describes it. The author has ‘care-
fully sifted a vast amount of the material that has poured

. from the sSes of the cults within 'the last generation,
and in addition he has in.many cases talked both to the
leaders of these strange movements and to the rank and
file of their followeérs. This explains, in part at least, why
the book is easy to read; we had almost said it is enter-
taining. Tt gives the history of each movement dealt with
as well as its distinctive doctrines and organization. In a
number of places the author’s personal views of the beliefs
under dlscu§s1on peep through, but ‘as he states in the

ace, “this is not his primary purpose.” There is\no

- Intent to “evaluate the movements, to show where they
are right or wrong, strong or weak.” The tone throughout

the work is that of a scholarly, objective investigator of
calm, scientific temperament dealing with so many “cases.”

We do not need to point out that this is not the spirit.

which animated the Apostle Paul when he addressed to

Elymas the sorcerer those terrible words: “O full of all-

subtility and all mischief, thou child of the devil.” (Acts
13:10.) Nor is it the aftitude which the Great Teacher
took toward those on whom He looked with anger in the

days of His flesh. Braden's point of view is doubtless ex- -

plained by his candid admission that he is an “unrepentant
liberal.” We do. not mean to belittle the need for careful,
objective investigation of other religions, but those of us
who believe in the authority of the Word of God cannot
accept ?he lberal thesis that “It does not matter what you
believe.” Our author’s practice is somewhat better than

his theory, however, and this reviewer could not help
feeling that at many points in the book there is an implicit
evaluation of these cults, even when none is openly stated.

How could it bé otherwise when dealing with the fantastic
" delusions of such minds as.. Joseph Smith, Mrs. Eddy, -

“Pastor” Russell and a host of other strange figures that
have sprung up and flourished in ithe soil of this continent.
Any book that tells the facts about these movements and
informs us of their power is bound to fulfil a useful
mission.—W.S.W. .

Two Books of Sermons

‘THE BEST OF ALEXANDER MACLAREN and THE BEST OF
JomN HENRY JOWETT, Harper, N.Y., and Hodder
Stoughton, Toronto, $2.25 each. -

A preacher who was asked what was meant by “homi-
letics,” replied facetiously that it was the science of mak-
ing omelettes. We suspect that there are many preachers

whose acquaintance with that branch of pastoral studies.

is just about as vague as that. When Toronto Baptist
Seminary first opened its doors, Dr. Shields laid it down
as a guiding principle in homiletics that a man learns the
art of preaching by studying sermons, as one learns to
paint by sitting before the works of the master. Of course
we do not mean to deny the usefulness of books on the
theory of preaching, though the practice is more important.

We ‘have noticed that all the great preachers were .
zealous students of sermons, not in order to plagiarize

but “to catch the tricks of the tool’s true play.” To see
a master craftsman at work gives one an impetus and an
inspiration to go and do likewise. Ministers who have
learned the importance and the value of reading sermons
will welcome the announcement that in addition to the two
books named at the head of this review, a series of other
collections of sermons by great preachers is planned by
the same publishing house. Only recently.a friend remarked
that it is difficult to find books of really worthwhile
sermons. There is surely room for publications of this
sort and they would fulfil a genuine missionary purpose
in introducing the preachers of this generation to the solid
preaching of the past.

Both Maclaren and Jowett were Biblical preachers in

"the sense that they were impregnated with the' language

and the thought of the Book of books. Tt is surely not
without significance that it is this kind of preacéhing that

-endured the test of long ministries (Maclaren preached for

sixty-five years!) and that is being reprinted a generation

" after the voices of the preachers have been stilled in death.

There is a directness and urgency in Jowett’s preaching
as if the-theme running through all his messages were the
01d Testament text: “Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people,
saith your Gbd. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem.” He
always speaks “to the heart,” as that text literally means.
Maclaren’s chaste language, framed in balanced archi-
tecture, is a condensation and a popularization of Biblical
scholarship, but he never lost sight of his purpose to bring
the message of the Word of God within the reach of the
ordinary man. His Expositions of Holy Scripture, which is

- happily once more available through the enterprise of the

Eerdmans’ Publishing House, might almost be used in place
of a series-of commentaries, .
It is strange, as both the editors of these volumes remark
in their introductions, that neither of these great preachers
appeared to be concerned in the controversies that raged
on the authority of the Bible.in their day. Both held the
even tenor of their way undisturbed by contemporary theo-
logical storms. Spurgeon. on the contrary, felt that out of
loyalty to God and His Word. he could not be silent, and
though the bitter opposition broke his heart and brought
him prematurely to the grave, one can detect a note in
his preaching that is different in degree if not in kind from
others.” ‘He is more direct, more urgent., more powerful,
and for many years after the voice of C. H. Spurgeon was
silent, his influence went marching on, still an active and’
powerful force working for the purity of the faith not only
in Baptist circles but in all evangelical churches through-

‘out the world. Those who take an uncompromising stand
for the truth of the Gospel are called upon to pay a price, -

but their sacrifice bears rich fruit for those who come

after them.
Tt is not possible to review a book of sermons, but we

sincerely hope we have whetted the appetite of some

preachers, a{l‘;l others, to obtain these volumes and read

. them.—W.S
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THE PRECIOUSNESS OF CHRIST

A Message Delivered at a Chapel Service of Toronto
Baptlst Seminary by Pastor Walter C. TBmpkms
of Fort William

“Untocyou therefore which believe he is precious.”
—1 Peter 2:7.

EVENTEEN years. ago 1 sat where you sit in this
room and pursued the course then known as Pre-
liminary Year. How. much has happened since then!
At home, my two small sons, aged three and five, re-
spectively, have in various out-of-the-way corners,
secluded spots which they call their “hide-outs”. There
they amass fearful and wonderful collectlons accordmg
to the fancy of the moment. They exercise persevering
ingenuity in finding their treasures, and have developed
amazing ability to keep them from the industrious

broom of their mother and the often impatient designs "

of their father. How much we, too, collect and discard
as the years sweep us along! But, as a pastor with
some little ‘experience, L. can assure you students that
through all experiences we are enabled to declare:
“Unto you therefore which believe' He (Christ) -is
precious.” The text I 'have chosen is brief, but it
includes within its boundaries a universe of meaning.
The Revised Version renders these words “Unto you
therefore which believe He is preciousness.” Not simply
precious, but preciousness in the abstract, the sum total
of all that constitutes preciousness. Everything worth-
while in life and death and throughout all Eternity is
wrapped up in Jesus Christ.”

e “To You Which Believe”

We must first declare that 'Christ is increasingly
precious to believers. “Unto you therefore which believe,
He is precious.” It matters not how far we delve into
theology, nor how extended our researches, we cannot
get beyond the experience of Jack the Huckster.

“I'm a poor sinner and nothing at all
But Jesus Christ is my all in all.”

One has well said, The believer ig a silly sheep What
a precious thing is a shepherd, and how precmus are
green pastures and still waters. The believer is like a
desolate woman. What a; precious thing is a husband
who shall provide for her, and shall console and cherish
her. The believer is a bond-slave by nature. What a
precious thing is the trump of jubilee and the ransom-
price that sets him free. The believer by nature, is a
sinking, drowning man. How precious to him is that
plank of free-grace, the Cross of ‘Christ, on which he
puts his poor trembling hand and secures glory. It is
a precious ‘truth indeed which “shineth more and more”
each day, that we know whom we have believed and He
is to us “all fair.”

I would further affirm that His Words become to us,
the more we preach them, “the joy and rejoicing” of
“our mlmstry We have often been compelled to mnotice
the very minor place accorded to the Word of God in
pulpit and pew today.. When we first started to preach
it was with a fear that we should find two sermons a

. week exhausting. But now, with some years of radio
testimony -as well as the regular ministry behind us, we
tremble no longer for we have become convinced that
His judgments are “a great deep.”. We must only too
often deplore that we have so little to draw with and
the well is deep.c As we have sought to meet objections
in all intellectual honesty so God’s Word has grown upon
us as, in a unique sense, precious.

, A Unique Saviour

And now in closing let me ask the question: Why is
Jesus precmus" The first element in our idea of pre-
ciousness is rarity. Precious stones owe their value
to their rarity. Let diamonds be multiplied indefinitely,
and they will not be pnzed; much more than common
stones. That is why in heaven the streets are said to
be made of gold. Jesus Christ is precious because He
is by Himself. We cannot rank Him with Buddha or
Confucius. He stands aloft in unique grandeur. “Unto
you who believe He s precious,” for if He fails you,
whom besides have you to undertake for you? “Lord, to
whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal
life.” Others may have the words of encouragement,
the words of wisdom, valour or hope. Jesus Christ
alone has the words of life. As the apostle affirmed
“There is none other name, under heaven, given among
men, whereby we must be saved.”

Another element in our idea of preciousness is use-
fulness. Inventions are valued in exact proportion to

their usefulness. Who or what, judging by this standard, .

i3 so precious as our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ?
Even from a material point of view, inventions and
modern industry -are confined to nations in so-called
Christendom. But these benefits are small, compared
to spiritual treasure. Through, Him, believers receive
forgiveness of sins and peace of conscience. He also
gives peace of mind, and is a very present help in trouble.
Mr. Gough, the noted temperance orator, once waved a
pocket-handkerchief before a- crowded: audlence It was
one of a number presented to him by a group of women
whose husbands had, by his means, been delivered from
the demon of strong drink. In gratitude they presented,
out of their poverty, this memento of the many tears
he had been-used to wipe away. But how many tears
has the blessed Jesus been the means of drying? How
many broken hearts has He bound up again? How
many desolate homes have by Him been filled with
laughter and light? Té you who believe, and to us who
proclaim Him, to you who look forward to that blessed
work of 11ft1ng Him up above all earthly things and
péople He is in work and worship unutterably precious.
Though painfully conscious how far short we fall of
“the heavenly vision,” yet we may exclaim with the
great artist Gustave Doré, “When I know Him better,
then I will paint Him better.”

In thinking of this I remember the story of the lec-
turer who used to enjoy telling his class of students in
theology, of the noble thoughts that would come to him
in his garden. One day two of his boys came and he
took them to his garden. They were terribly disappointed
when they saw it. Only a narrow strip of earth sur-
rounded by high walls. “Surely,” they said, “this.is
not your garden from which come all your inspiring
thoughts” “Oh yes,” he replied.
the students protested. “Yes,” replied the professor,
pointing to the sky, “but look how high it is.” !So amid
all your days and throughout all your ministry may
you ever be led to acknowledge -with deep humility and

vet with abundant joy, “It is highy I cannot attain-
”  Yet, “Unto you therefore which believe He .

unto it.
(Christ) is precious.”

'HAVE YOU ANSWERED THE EDITOR'S
ANNUAL LETTER?

“But it is so smal,”

1
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NEW CHURCH "HOME OPENED o
CINFRANGE - = - 5. 0

- s . S '-.
\
“

A* large number of" our readers have followed with

. special intérest the progress of the new church buildmg.

S.at’ Mu‘lhouse,‘Alsace where -Pastor. Frédéric M.- Buhler,-

I .'-,' ‘our first student-professor of French at Toronto Bap- f

*,i _tist Seminary, is‘now leadinig his people in-an ag-

7, in- the - work -of this- church' that- the Frenchi Bible. .-

+ Mission is*on-the budget of -the Emergency, Missionary . -

. ittee, as announced in these pages several weeks . .
o ago Agam we say that- we can think- .of no.more. "

v,

“gressive evangelistic :effort. . We' are ‘happy. to print
‘herethh his latest letter and we would call the at-
) _‘terition-of interestéd friends who wish to have 'a share

“worthy --missionary work “‘than the- ‘churches - of jthe
. French Bible Mission, dnd. among them, as the Frendh
pastors are agreed; there is none more. needy -at’ ﬁhls
- moment than that of the Miulkiouse ‘Church: WSW

-2

Mulhouse, France

K ..Dear Fiiends: '.'- L C e

. We'.are grateful to our graclous Lord for the ‘news

. we are able to give concerning our - new church home.

Since our Jast circular. letter, our aim has been reached

K _and we were able to hold ‘our- first' prayer-meeting in -

* - our hall ‘'on’ December 28th. It was a meeting. of praise

_+ for the great- deliverance the Lord had given us.

It is
. mdeed a miracle that we were réady. to move_ three- days
,-‘before the. Iast. delay given us by our former landlord

.. < On New Year’ s*Day, we -held-our opemng services; -we
. '__'ha'dl either-. delegates ot -wriften inessages.from all our- .

French Blble Mission . churghes A magmflcent bunch
. of-carnations had been sent for the occasion by our Nice""
church. We had a most “blessed time of fellowshlp in
the Lord’s presence.
Weeks before, members and fr1ends of thé church had
‘been workmg ‘evenings.and- Saturday afternoons, some-

. ‘times till-very late at- mght someof ‘the. friends coming

. .stralght from t)helr work in order to uinite in.the effort
.~ of "getting the ‘placé” ready. for meetmgs

-~ hall,.though - not ‘quite as large as -the former, is~very:

-Qur present

o friendly, even more s6 than our- ‘prévious hall We bought

. with an_additional' 60 chairs.

- forty. new chairs, 8o that the room- can seat -comfortably -
- 120 people. On’spécial occasions, we can use the veranda
We haye space enough for,
a while,

. deaf people and placed our -loud-speaker- in the veranda

where late comers—fortunately very few-—and mothers.”

with small children may- attend the services w1thout dis-
',turbmg anyone. . ...

. Itis wonderful how the Lord has helped us hltherto.
to pay the. skilled labourers and materials of which we "

had an.absolute need. 'We are determined,. as: a church

to "continue‘ with our system of monthly envelopes for .
" tHe building fund, in ordér to be able, with ‘some oufside _

' “help,- to-meet our. financial _engagements. Last year; we

"“paid_some $5,500.00-on.our bullldmg ground and on the =

house We aré now ready to pay another $2,800.00 within .

the next few days.” But we still need some $11,000.00 for

' “the final payment of the' property and -the necessary

.. repairs ‘on_ the house., We are confident.that the Lord

~will provxde, as He has done in ‘the past accordmg' to our
“needs.. - - Rl
. We are also encouraged by the spmtual progress of the -

- -_church There'ls a spirit of unity. and of sacrifice which -
... we, should. like to be permanent! -
., preaching servrces are well .attended. New people arg¢-in:

Prayer-meetmgs and”

:.contact’ wrth the church and we have geveral apphcatlons

for membershlp “Last Wednesday, we ‘had the 1nsp1r1ng_'-
- v1s1t of Dr Dubarry 'The Lord is renew'ing h1s strength -

We also transferred our- hearmg device, for-

day by day He brought us good news from the Frenc'h
-Bible Mission work: i in gengfal.. ‘He. gladdened oui hearts -
and ,in§triéted. our mmds 'by, the message from God:’s

Word‘ on losing and- savmg one’s life. . s ;.r, N

In the name of the whole'church I would. thank: again:.
all ‘the.- friends who, at our request have remembered.:
us in their: ‘prayers and- thank also those who have helped

us'in a material way, to have ‘this new meetmg-place . }_ :

Wlth our: heartlest greetmgs 1n 'the Lor'dl Jesus,

L= _F. BUHLER

. ..v_.

A SHARP BITING SERMON" %

ONAS was but one man, and ‘he preached- but one

"“séimon; and- it: was. biit a, sheit sernion - nertlher,

'touchmgcthe number of' words, and ‘yét he turned: all B

:lhle whole clty great and small rxch and poor, kmg and

- -Wé be' many preaehers here in England and we preach
many long sermions, yet the péople will not repent -nor
convert. This. was the fruit,: ,the effect; and :the good. "
that his’‘sermon. d1d that. all the whole city. at |h1s preach-
. ing converted,cand amended “their evil hvmg,x and did’
penance in_sack-cloth. - “And yet. ‘here in-this serinon of

Joinas :is no great- cumousness, no - great: clerkhness, nor
" great affection of words; . fior ‘of pamrbed- eloquence; it

: was none other.but;" Adhuc. quadraginta. dies, ‘et Ninive- -
subvertetur, “Yét forty days,-et wae sub'vertet'ur and
‘Ninive“shall be destroyed:® it was-no more. Tlus was

~no great urious sermon; but this.was a. nipping,sermon,. :

B

“a plnchmg sermon, ‘a ‘blbmg_ sermon; it had a full blrte, D

- it was a- nllppmg sermon,. a roug=h sermon, and a- sharE

bltmg sermon. Do you not here marvel that these. .
‘Ninivites cast not."Jonas, ‘in prlson, sthat fhey  did -

; not- reévile him, and- rebuke- hlm‘?.~They did not revlle .
him, nor rebuke’ hum but God gave them .grace. to hear ',

“-him,” and ito- conveért, and: amend :at, “this preachlng A
‘strange matter, 80 noble a city to glve place 1o one man's’ "
-gefmon ).
cannot be conten*t to hear God’s mmls-ter, and his. threat-

. ‘ening for their sin, though 'the sermon’ be:never so: good,.

though it be-never/so true; .1t is;,a napghty fellow,

- seditious fellow; ‘he maketh trotble and rebellion in the -y

realm; he lacketh discretion. But the Ninivites rebuked:

not’ Jonas that he lacked dIScretlon, or -that |he spake )

out of time; that his sermbn was out of season made:
but in. England, if. God~ 's.- preacher, - God’s mlmster, ‘be..
~ any lthmg qulck or do speak sharply, ‘then he’is"a. fooligh '
. fellow, “he is rash,- he’ lacketh ‘discretion. Now-a-days
if they. cannot:-reprove. Ithe doctrine: that, is preached.;

“then.they will reprove the preacher that he lacketh due °

consideration' of; the times; and-that he is.of learmng
sufficient, -but he wanteth - dlscretlon “What a time 18 °
" this;" picked out._to preach-such things! He should. have. .
a respect and-d regard to the time,. and. to the state ‘of -
-things, and of the. common—weal ”.
times; when-my friend cometh. ‘and telleth me_ that they
find-fault w1th my diseretion; for by hkehhood think I,
- the: ‘doctrine. is ‘true: for’ if they ¢ould” find faulrt w1lth
the doctrine, .théy would ‘not charge me with the lack of
dnscretlon ~but they would ‘charge me with my’ ‘doctring;

‘and not wmth ‘the lack of discretion, or: with the incon-- -

venjency’, of the Timé.: I-will now ask-you a question:"
-T pray you,. when should. Jonas have ‘preached agalnst

.

- the coveteousness of Ninive, if the covebous men should "

have appomted ‘him his time?- - e

.—HUGH LA'rnvma, Last Sermon Preached
Before ng Edward the Sixth

.~

Now England, cannot abide -this 'géar; they -~

s
-

.It’rejoiceth ‘me Sone- - -' :

’
‘.T- .
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-others, have been’ worklng overtime
" been-no results, . - .-. -
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SEMINARY ACTIVITIES

. Chapel Speaker A
EVERAL weeks ago,” Rev. Walter C Tompkms, .
.graduate of Toronto Baptlst Semmary, spoke at our
“We extracted from:him-a promise that
-he:would let_us'-have- ‘his méssage. ffor these pages. .and-- .
are happy to: print-it:in.this week’s i 1ssue Mr, Tompkms
- has been at”Fort William' for  ten years-and has - seen
' great advarces in that time. - His radio ministry- 1s well-
known throughout the “Lakehead d1str1ct”

My, Oatley-Wlllls Accepts Call to Essex Church

Mr. B. Oatley-W1ll1s, ‘a member of thls year’s gradu~ .

ating - -class, has accépted a:-call -to- the -pastorate .of -the.
Essex 'Church and will' begm his m1n1stry there .March- .
~19. Mr. Willis has, done pioneer work in Quebec and
.in- North Bay. as.a student-pastor and was also much
lovéd at Courtland where he has laboured for the past
year and a half. He was convertéd while in the Royal
-+Navy and led the Chrlstlan group aboard HMS In-.
domzta,ble duting the war. " - .

A Graduate Studymg in France
One of the »gradvuates ‘of last year's class, Miss Joan

' Jackson, R.N., -i§ now. studymg the French language in -

. Paris in preparation . for ‘missionary - work" 1n French.
Africa. - She writes: “The language study is. now-coming .
along. At times 1. ‘think I'm maklng progress and other
times seem to be at a standstill. I'm sure the Lord has
answered prayer and undertaken for me. ... . It has been .
grand for ‘me to *have the Appéré’s here. I always -enjoy
_going out to their home. I have also, enJoyed readmg‘ THE
Gosan WITNESS e LN

- French Gospel Serv1ces
" The preacher at our last French. Gospel ‘Sefvice was,
Mr, Guy Appéré. The last Suhday of this month the

preacher will be Mr. Etienne Huser, and then on the - _

"last Sunday of April we plan a farewell service in French.
for all our students who will ‘be going out to work in

French evangelization this coming summer.—W.S.W.
- . b . - N . *

A 'MAJOR TRAGEDY: THE BLARNEY
STONE IS STOLEN! ’

HE following. note from The Manchester Guardwm

! records what Irishmen everywhere must regard as
a major tragedy. A piece of the Blarney stone has been
" stolen! We do not yet know whether it has been--re-
covered, but tremble to think of the irreparable loss’
* that would be inflicted on the. Emerald Isle -and all her
-sons if -it were not restored The dlspatch reads as
follows' '

SAN FRAthsoo .

: The: piece of the Blarney stone, weighmg 15 lbs w'hich
has ‘been on loan-from Blarney ' Castle, dlsappeared in San
Francxsco last night. .It had been on display all the evening

- in the hall of St. 'Mary’s -Cathedral during a thanksgiving
.* festival, guaided by eight policemen: They were \dlsmlssed

at 11.30. Ten minutes. latef ‘the stone had gone.' ._ -
To-day all" Irish police in. the.city, .and a good rany
So far there” 'have

People were allowed to klss the stone -at a charge of
25 cents. The city health ofﬂcer, Dr. L C. Geiger, declared

- this to be insanitary. :

We should hke to offer a suggestxon to; the authoritles

. _- _ concerne'd wmth thxs plece of the famous stone from Blar--

~

.Golden Text:

4. Cor. 4:2; 7:20, 24).

.of Chnst”

..ney If and. when it is found to employ the common
cxrcumlocutlon, it might be divided up into as. many
. parts as-there are cathiedrals on.this continent :(If the: -
- 15 pounds of ‘stone are “not-sufficient, any- ordinary
Twenty-five ...

crushed stone or-concrete will- do. as"Wwell).-
cénts "a kiss, we are certain,- wou’ld not- be considered
_exorbitant’ by.loyal sons of, the: ““Ould :Sod.” - While -

.ﬁ;(v{w')i'w,

we ‘must “agree.with the City _Health Officer of San "

Francisco that the practice of 'kissing a- stone-is ‘not-

'stnctly sanitary, yet from the point of view of religion -
,there is less objection. to kissing a ‘inere_stone .than to_-

. kissing the toes. of a wooden- idol. The vanous ghirines.

_and. miraculous images would: experience no loss of busi-..

" ness or of financial return, while the proved efficacy of

the Blarney Stone is at least’ equal to, if not ‘greater: than,

the potency of all the: other lmages and 1dols wh1ch it -
would. replace oL

T

EARTH’S SACRED MEMORIES

" To hovw many a saint the day and. the place where he

"Do "you think
Moses. will not speak .of - the bush, and Samuel of the.
little! temple-chamber, and. Peter and John -of. their.boats
on- the- still laké, and Paul of the.Damascus road, and
‘Matthew of: his tax-table, and the poor woman .of the.
wayside well, when they are met-above? - Only. the-last .
-day - shall tell how ‘much -of -éarth is hallowed ground. "

_first heard God’s voice will be earth’s one. sacred mem- -
“oYy, even long after earth’s life is over.

\

This i what makes ‘the old churches holy” with an-ac-" - -~
cumulated sacredness which surpasses thexr fn'st con- ,‘~_'

secratlon —PHILLIPS BROOKS .

Blhle Schaal Lmn ﬂutlmc

Vql.. 15~ Fu-st Quarter. .' ) March 26,1950
OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

Lesson 18 -

" SUFFERING WITH CHRIST
Lesson Text: 2 Corinthians 4:3-18.

“For ‘our light affliction, which.is but. for a
‘moment, worketh forus a far more exceeding and etemal
‘weight of glory.”—2 Cor. 4

I. The Triumphs of Paul’s Mmlstry. verses 1-7.
It is ever the aim of Satan to overthrow the work of God.

.If possible, he will either destroy the. work .itself (Matt

13:19, 38, 39), or else he will attack and weaken the worker
(Lk. 22; 31 1 Pet. 5:8). One of his most successful methods

-is to cause discouragement, depression, fear .and faint-

heartedrness.
the Lord would have us look to Him (Heb.. 12:1-4).
have been:entrusted with & ministry by the Lord Himself -
(2 Cor. 5:18-20), dand therefore we dare not” withdraw- from
the work to which we have been called (Lk. 9:62; Rom. 11:29;
Again,.we “have- such a trmmphant
message to" dehver, a Gospel which’is spmtual and glorious,

But, lest we be faint and weary in ou* minds,

'wh1ch has power to liberate.and transform (2 Cor.. 3:8-18).
b{‘h ay we are sustained by .the -mercy and grace of -
e

refore, we are not: to faxnt (vv. 1 1e3

One might imagine that-all. men would he the teachmg
of the>Apostle Paul, but not so.- There were:some who -coul
not- see the truth, although plainly and foreefully declared

since their minds .were blinded by Satan, the .god. of this

world (John 12:31; Eph.-2:2), lest they.should behold Christ,

the Truth of God. .Omly the:.Lord can.open the eyes of the.:.- ; o

unsaved“so’ that they will receive the message of salvation
(Lk. 24:31, 32, 45; ' Acts 16:14;' Eph. 2:8).
light unto some,. but’ darkness unto others (Exod 14:20;
" Cor..2:16), because some aré not willing to receive. what
longs-to give them (1 Tim. 2:4; 4:10; Rev. 22:17).
e. Gospel is here deslgnated as “the-: iospel ‘of the glory
? 4 Revised Vers1on) The su o]
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is ‘the glory of Christ; His essential glory (John 1:1; 17:5),

the glory of His nature and person as the Son of God (John
1:14), the glory of His earthly ministry (John 2:11; 10:4)
and the glory of His redemptive work (John 17:4). Those
who are saved are described as “His glory” (2 Cor. 8:23;
Etph. 1:6, 12), and the glory of Christ is the ultimate object
of the preaching of the Gospel (Eph. 2:4-7; Col. 1:27). .
Christ is the image of God, for He is identical in nature
and essence with the Father (John 10:30; 17:11, 22; Col.
1:15; Heb. 1:3), To see the glory of God we must behold
Christ, for He came to show us the Father (John 1:18;
12:45; 14:9; 1 Tim. 6:14-16). . .
. God is Light and Life, and He is also the Creator of all
life, both natural and spiritual (Gen. 1:3; Dan. 5:23; Acts
17:28). Every time a soul is born again, the miracle of cre-
ation is re-enacted, and the heart that was formerly dead is
flooded with Divine life (Eph. 2:1-6; Col. 1:13). 1t is our
task to speak to souls about the ‘Christ Who hag this power

The power by which” the Apostle preached was of ‘God
(2 Cor. 2:1-5). We are entrusted with’/a great treasure,
even the unsearchable riches of Christ (1 Cor. 4:1; Eph
3:7-11), but of ourselves we cannot administer it; we are but
vehicles of the Divine life and blessing (1 Cor. 3:5-7; 15:10,
11). As vessels we must be clean, empty, sanctified and kept
for the Master’s use (2' Tim. 2:20, 21).. o

!

II. The Trials of Paul’s Ministry: verses 8-18.

As instriments of the Lord we are both weak and stron
(2 Cor. 12:10; 13:4), both mortal and immortal (John 11:25g;
26), since we possess both natural and supernatural life. We
may be hard pressed in the battle of life, but we are not
reduced -to straits from which there is no escape. We may
be perdecuted, but the Lord will never forsake us; we may
be thrown down, but we shall never be without help. We
- must expect these inward sorrows and outward trials.

The Apostlé proudly bore the marks of His suffering for
Christ (1 Cor. 4:9; 16:31; 2 Cor, 6:9; -Gal. 6:17), since_he
gladly paid the price of being used as an instrument through
whom the life of Christ might be manifested- (Rom. 8:36; 1
Cor. 3:9; 2 Cor. 11:23-29; Col. 1:24). Self-denial, self-sacrifice,
sorrow and suffering are involved in following Christ all the
way (Matt. 16:24, 25; 1 Pet. 2:19-21).
working in the mortal body of the Apostle, but through him
spiritual life was being communicated
(1 Cor. 3:10-13; 2 Cor. 1:5, 6; Eph. 3:13). The one who cares
only for his own comfort can never bring spiritual blessing
to ,Iqllihers. : .

Lhe same spirit of faith which actuated the Psalmist, in-
spired the Apostle (Psa. 116:10).

Physical death was .
to the Corinthians’

By faith he was enabled .

to look beyond the physical sorrow associated with his min-
istry, and think of the time when his body would be raised
.’by the power of the Lord and death would be swallowed up
of vietory (1 Cor. 16:64). At that time it would be his joy
to be in the ﬁ)regence of-the Lord along with those whom
he had brought to the Lord (Col. 1:22, 28; 1 Thess. 2:19). -
The afflictions which Paul endured would redound to the
glory of God. Many would pray for him, and in answer to
prayer much grace would -be bestowed upon him, for which
thanksgiving would be rendered by many to God (2 Cor.
1:11). When one member of the body of Christ suffers, all

the members suffer with it (1 Cor. 12:26), and we are -

enjoined to pray one for another (Jas. 5:16).

The Apostle had courage to remain steadfast in the midst
of this persecution dnd affliction, not only because he realized

that his sufferinﬁs would bring glory to God, but also because-

" the Lord renewed his inward strength from day to day (Isa.
*40:29-31; Eph. 3:6; 6:10; Col. 1:11). .
light, when compared with the exceéding weight of the glory
which should follow, and the affliction would last but for a
moment, in comparison with the ensuing glory which would
endure for ever (Rom. 8:18; 1 Pet. 5:10). It is well to take
a- long view of life and to keep our eyes fixed upon heavenly

things, rather than upon earthly things; upon that which is .

eternal, rather than upon that which is but temporary (Rom.
:b, 6). : .

FOR JUNIOR CLASSES: .

Dwell upon the way in which God uses suffering and trial
for His own glory, for our good and for the blessing of
others. Illustrate by reference to such incidents as Peter’s
sojourn in prison and his release (Acts 12), the death and
resurrection of Lazarus (John 11) and the deliverance of
Daniel (Dan. 6).

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

Mar. 20—Suffering Preceded Christ’s Present
R GIOTY cererrmenrsmrsssmsens Lk, 24:25-27; 44-48; Acts '3:13-1§.
Mar, 21—Suffering Precedes the Christian’s
Glory ; : Rom. 8:15-23.
Mar. 22—Rejoicing in
. Sulfering ... Matt. 5:11, 12; 1 Pet. 4:12-19.
Mar. 23—His Grace Sufficient ..o te 2 Cor. 12:8-10.
Mar. 24—The Fellowship of His
. SUFFerings .mencommmi Phil. 3:7-10; Col. 1:24.-
Mar. 256—God’s Comfort Experienced ..o 2 Cor. 1:3-11.
Mar. 26—Chastening Produces Holiness ... Heb..12:1-11.

SUGGESTED HYMNS
When all my labours and trials are o’er. God holds the key
of all unknown. Jesus calls us o’er the tumult. When upon
life’s billows. Though troubles assail. Begone, unbelief!
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