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- EPAPHRODITUS

OME of the surest indications of character are the
incidental, involuntary manifestations of the dis-
position and temper of the inner man. Even the most
selfish, self-centred person may appear unselfish when
on parade. That is why people instinctively are far
more desirous of obtaining knowledge of how a man of
prominence deports himself in housecoat and slippers,
than__i-n; observing -his speech and conduct on public
occasions.

Many homely touches may be observed in Paul's
Epistles when he quite incidentally extols the virtues of
some of his little-known associates. A snapshot -often
presents a more natural pxcture than what is sometimes
called a “camera study” taken in a studio. One of Paul’s
snapshots, with which his Epistles abound, is of Epaph-
roditus. He tells "his story in the second chapter of
Philippians from the twenty-fifth to the thirtieth verses.

Epaphroditus must have been an unusual character.
Apparently he had: been so ill as to be “nigh unto death”;

and his illness had been due to some special exertion, for’

we are told that it was “for the work of Christ he was
- nigh unto death, not regarding his life.”” And this
special.gervice which he had rendered was evidently not
his own -proper duty. He had been brought low by doing
hig own share, and the share of a number of other people
begides. Paul attributes his nearness to death, as he
. informed the Philippians, to such effort as he had made
“to supply your lack of service toward me”.

The Philippians ev1dently had failed in théir duty.
They had done less than might reasonably have been ex-
pected of them. -They-had proceeded on the principle of
“letting George do it”, and Epaphroditus had allowed
himself to become “George”. So the hero of our tale

was one who carried his own full share of the load, and -

then voluntarily took on extra burdens to supply some-
one else’s “lack of service”.

But that is not the complete story. ~ By some means or
another, news of his illness had reached the Phxhpplans,

and Epaphroditus feared that his friends in Philippi

would be disturbed, and made anxious by news of his
* illness; and because of the depression which he feared
knowledge of his indisposition would bring\to his distant
friends, he was himself “full of heaviness”, and longed
after them all, apparently éager to see them, that he

’

might show them he was on his feet again, and’ that they
need no longer be anxious on his account.

It is possible that they correctly interpreted the facts
of the case, and blamed themselves for having left

" Epaphroditus to carry too heavy a load. But that any

of them should have anxiety on his account troubled him
80’ much as to fill him with heaviness. - How smoothly

 and frictionlessly life could be lived if in every heart the

love of God was so shed abroad as to make everyone as
unselfish as Epaphroditus! Then indeed should we all
taste of millennial—or, perhaps, even of pure andJ un-
adulterated heavenly joys.

But what are the facts of the case? In. th1s present

state of existence the Philippian spirit is likely to linger .
It will recognize -

somewhere about the corridors of life.
that certain work must be done, and will surreptitiously
look around the corner to see if there is- some willing
drudge to do it. The Epaphroditus spirit will never
want for an opportunity.

The Philippian attitude mamfests itself sometimes in

family life, where those who are willing to work are al-
" lowed to do their own share, and the share of someone

else besides. It is often conspicuously present in church
life.
They do not believe in letting their left hand know-what
‘their right hand is not doing; and therefore they assume
no responsibility for a share in the church’s financial
burdens. They take it for granted that Epaphroditus will
be glad to give twice as much because they give little
or nothing.

The Philippian spirit will not teach in Sunday School.
That would necessitate regular and punctual attendance
—and they like to be free to go or not.as their mood at
the time may dictate.
who need care—the mother who is kept a prisoner by
her children, the sick and aged who are deprived of the
privileges of the sanctuary. Someone of course ought to
tvigit them, but this Philippian spirit is disposed to fur-
‘nish Epaphroditus with a few extra names. so that be-
cause they will make no calls he may make fifty or more.

Some Philippians have good voices, but to accent re-
sponsibility for attendance at choir-practice and punctual
arrival at church would be rather too much to expect of
them. Epaphroditus may sing neither tenor nor bass.
but he can make a joyful noise unto the Lord; therefbre

Y

They are unwilling to visit those.

[

There are people who will accept no responsibility.,
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give him a gown that he may spread it over two'oF three y

seats. Or,’ perhaps, some Philippian has qualities which
would make him very. useful as an usher if only he could
get.up early enough in the morning to arrive :well in
- advance of service time, and be ready for duty.. But he
is sorry that he needs a little more sleep! Epaphroditus
is more wakeful, he can do with fewer hours; therefore

let him do.it.
So could we continue the tale—but is there any JuStlfl-

) catlon for the Philippian spirit? .It is often -excused,

though we doubt. whether it can ever be justified on
Christian grounds. It is true that the willing horse will
always be allowed to pull more than half the load. It is

. true that those who are willing to work, to do their own

duty and supply for someone else into the bargam, will
always be allowed to do it. That may be; but what, if
he fails to do it? Will that make the slacker any more

. "Wlllmg"' Not at all. The work will be left undone. So

then it will always remain the privilege of Epaphroditus
to do his own job, and someone else’s day’s work beside.

What made Epaphroditus willing thus to do more than
his share?” Why did he “more than others”? Paul ex-
plaing it. The special labour which brought him nigh
"to death because of others’ dereliction of duty was done
“for the work of 'Christ”. Doubtless the Apostle Paul
was greatly beloved by this worthy man, but he did not
find the motive for his vicarious service in his love for
Paul. Whatever he did was to him “the work of Christ”,
something which must be done for Christ’s sake. Should
we withhold our gifts, and refuse to render a sacrificial
servxce, if we always recognized the work that was call—
.ing for help was “the work of Christ”?

~ Did He, the Holy One, please Himself? Was He con- -
. tent to do only His-own task? Had He been so, we never.

had known Him; He had never been made * a lllttle lower
“than the angels’”’, but must have remained ‘in the glory
which He had w1th the Father before the world was. He
wrapped Himself with our nature as one clothing him-

. self for work, that He might be fitted for our task;

"and He did not only one man’s work, but every man’s

work... In our behalf He rendered to ‘God all that was \
* wanting by reason of our “lack of service”. And in the .
doing of that great task, bearing “our sins in his own ~-and cities of Britain, he was for-13 years in charge of .. =%’

body on the tree”, effecting our redeniption, He -came

_-. not only-“nigh unto -death”, but to -death itself,.as is "’
. inevitable.to every one who wil] follow in His footsteps,
.and~become “obedient unto death”.

What is the Christian’s duty? Merely to do “his bit’
~as we used to say “during’the war?. But what is our -
“bit”? Every Christian’s “bit” is his best: Nothing

h ~ ghort of the Christian’s all can in any sense be his “bit”.

Well done, Epaphroditus! May we learn thy -spirit;

o that the distress of others may fill us with heaviness to

the exclusmn of all thought of ourselves

J OCK TROUP IN JARVIS STREET
CHURCH

January 22 to February 12

From the day of ‘his conversion to ‘Christ, wh1ch took
place in 1916, “while he was serving in His Majesty’s
Navy during World War 1, Jock Troup has been utterly

devoted to the work of evangellsm Followmg his de-
mobolization in 1919, he returned to his home .in Wick,
in the far North of Scotland, and’ immediately began
there to witness to both great and small. His association
with the fishing industry brought him into contact with
all the large fishing communities of Great Britain.

In 1920 the Lord dealt with Jock Troup in a very
special way and.gave him to know as he never knéw, the
full meaning of “the filling of the Holy -Spirit”. ‘This -
experience resulted in a great outpouring of" the Holy
Spirit wherever he preached. Under his preaching in
Yarmouth and in ﬁshmg centers of Scotland he had the
unbounded joy of seeing thousands of men and women
in agony of soul, earnestly seeking the Savmur So

‘great was the power of the Holy Spirit upon the people

that boats had returned to port because anxious souls
longed to know Jesus Christ as Saviour. The same con-

-viction -was manifest also among the shore staff In
“his own words Jock Troup stafes:

- “I have dealt with workers who were so deeply con-
victed of- their sin that it was impossible for them to

_contifue their work until they came to a saving knowl-

edge of Chr1st Then agony of soul gave way to joyous
dcclamation. 'In those days it ‘would have been entirely -
out of place even to have dared to introduce a worldly
song. The songs of Zion were all the péople wanted to
hear. These revival fires quickly spread until much of

- our country was in the® throes of a .mighty spiritual .

awakening.” This was- the beginning of Jock Troup’s
evangelistic career and up until this present time his-
ministry has continued to bear much frult unto God.

Along with many m1ss1ons held in most of the towns -

the work at Tent Hall in Glasgow, Scotland.” This work
was the- direct result of D. L. Moody's evangelistic.
campaign in that city held over sixty years ago. During -
Jock Troup’s time at Tent Hall he has_seen thousands

"of sinners seeking the Saviour with ‘an annual aggregate

" atténdance of 360,000. His last mxsswn in the Old Land
before leavmg for America was in Imverness, ‘the capltal
of the Scottish Highlands. The meetmgs were held in
the Baptist- Church and on many occasions every avail-
able seat was occupied there' and often- ‘the messages had
to be’ relayed to an adjommg hall ——H C. S i
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DR. SHIELDS IN AUSTRALIA - _f I

Two cables were received from Dr. Shields this week:

.RAD14 24 IMP ' . o
DARWIN, AUSTRALIA

:._JARWITSEM ) e e

DELIGHTFUL
FLIGHT.  FLOWERS, SHRUBS, ABUNDANTLY. BLOOM-
ING. VERY WARM. TWO THOUSAND NON-STOP
"SYDNEY TONIGHT. WELL. LOVE.

SHIELDS Z

YRN A2 36 IMP——BRISBANE SUB 7 2045

L.C. JARWITSEM

- ARRIVED FROM" SYDNEY' TODAY THREE SERVICES .

SUNDAY. RETURN SYDNEY ‘11th. CABLE ADDRESS:
THERE TILL 13th, USHERS HOTEL. -MELBOURNE
NEXT WEEK. SLADE AND CAMBLIN CABLES RE-
'CEIVED SYDNEY. REJOICE, GOOD. NEWS. WELL:
MUCH LOVE EVERYBODY

- ' - gHIELDS -




L}

January 12, 1950

'THE GOSPEL .WITNE_SS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

_ (601) 3

Che Jarvis Sireet Fulypit
“Should the Church Mlnd lts Own Busmess?

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields

\

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, February 8th, 1925
- ) (Stenographxcally Reported)

(Thls sermon, preached nearly rl:went:y-flve years ago, was mentioned in a testimony
given at our New Year’s Motning Meeting as having been the human means employed
for the conversion of a member of Jarvis Street who, as he put it, is now about to join
the Quarter Century Club as a Christian.)

. “Now then ye are ambassadors for Christ, as though
us: we pray you in Christ’'s stead, be ye reconciled to

Y SUBJECT this evening might have been stated
in the question, Should Christian ministers mind
their own business? Should the Christian church mind
its own business? What is its business? What are we
here for, as Christian people? There are some ministers
-who seem to profess to be expert in almost every branch
of knowledge except in that in which-they ought really
to be expert. There are some ministers who are familiar
with many books, familiar with most of the best sellers—
but apparently least familiar of all with the one B_ook
which they are commissioned to expound. There is a
conception abroad that it is the church’s business to
uplift the masses, to educate, to reform, to be .a sort of
advisory counsel to the governmient of the day. How ‘far
removed are all these thlngs from the simplicity of the
divine commission as given in this Holy Book! Be-
lievérs are a colony, they are. representatives of another
kingdom than any of the kingdoms of this world; they
are the subjects of a.Prince Whose sovereignty. man-
kind in general do not recognize. The church is a
divine workshop where God the Holy Spirit works, made
up.of men and women .who are being added to the
church, and are being saved~

A minister is a shepherd of the flock:
therefore unto- yourselves, and to 'all the flock, over
which”—not some Stationing Committee, nor even a

_.Deacons’ Board—but “over which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he
hath purchased with his own blood.” And in relation to
the world about us a Christian minister is an ambassador
for Christ. His chief business is to represent his Lord,

God did Ibeseech you by
Cor. 5:20.

image, after our likeness”, if I may reverently say so, _
He limited Himself; He constituted a man, within pre-
scribed hmltatlom, hrmself a sovereign: He put a crown

- upon his brow and a sceptre in his hand, and said to him,

“Take heed .

to communicate to rebellious men the message which he .

D

What then is\the ambassador’s mission?
help us much if we could learn to simplify that; and
to keep to first principles, to do the thing that we are
sent to do. An ambassador is appointed to mediate be-
tfween, to be the medium of communication between
sovereign states. It is a tremendous compliment to re-
bellious men' when the pen of, d1v1ne msplratxon describes
a minister of the gospel ag an “ambassador”; bécause
it recognizes that certain powers reside with' us 1t is
true that salvation from beginning to end is of ‘God;
that it is of grace and of grace only. I will yield to no
one in my absolute conviction of the sovereignty of our
God. He could have made men machines had He so
willed; but when He said, “Let-us make ‘men in our

. has received from his Sovereign.
) _ _—

It would

“Have dominion”. ‘“Thou madest him to have dominion
over the works of thy hands; thou hast ‘put a]l things
under his feet.”

“For man, as man, retaineth yet,
Howe’er debased, and soiled, and dim,
The crowh upon his forehead set,—
The immortal gift of God to him.”

That is perfectly consrstent with what I conceive to be
.the true:description of the doctrine of total depravity.
.The kingdom 'of mansoul has come to bankruptcy. Even'
our wills are inisolvent; and yet strange and paradoxical
as it may seem, there does reside within us the power—
I cannot tell where, I cannot tell how—but there resides .
within us the power to yield to God, to say “Yes” to
God, or to rebel against God.

“Thou seemest human and divine,
The highest, holiest manhood Thou;
Our wills are ours, we know not how,
Our wills are ours to make them Thine.”

And an ambassador is accredited as a representatrve of
his king to another king; who has power to receive or .
reJect his testimony. .

On the other hand, my dear friends, be it remembered
(that.the King Whom the ministers of the gospel represent
has not laid His sceptre down. Let it never be supposed
that He is dependent upon human suffrage, that.the
progress of the cause of truth, that the ultimate estab-
lishment of His kingdom, is in any sense dependeit upon
human consent: ‘“The kingdoms of this world are be- -
come the kmgdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and
he shall reign for ever and ever.” " His kingdom w1]1 be
éstablished. But it is_our privilege to come into happy
and harmonious relationship to Him, and to yield a glad
and joyous consent to the exercise of His sovereignty
everywhere. An ambassador, then, ig sent to communi-
cate the will of the king to others who have the power

_ to yield to it, or to continue in their rebellion.

“An ambassador, moreover, is always strictly limited
in his powers. He is the mouthpiece of another; he is
the messenger of another; it is his business to communi-

.--cate the will of dnother rather than his own. It is not

the minister’s business to supply a new gospel: it-is
not his business to work out some other means of bring-

ing men into happy relationship to God than the means
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which God Himself devised. I wish all our theological
schools could come to an understanding of this great fact
that their business is to teach men not what men have
said about God, but what God has said about men, and
what He is sayirnig to men. ' It is not our business to think
our own thoughts, but to receive from Him His message
—and to deliver it. o .

So, my friends, if I may magnify my office, it is my
duty as I shall answer to Him who sends me, to seek
the clearest possible understanding of the spiritual im-
port of the gospel, 'and to bring that message to the
hearts and consciences of men, whether they will hear
or whether they will forbear. We are not concerned
with the good pleasure of men: it is not our task to
make ‘the gospel palatable. It is our task to deliver it!
My message is. especially to you this evening, my un-
converted friends. I magnify my office. I am afraid
the ministry in our day, and it has largely itself to thank

. for'it, is almost withont authority. If I close this Book,

and begin to think my little thoughts, and plan what I
think men ought to do, and what God ought to say, my

folly ultimately will appear to all men. Moreover, men °

with. reason will have to inquire, What will this babbler
say? But if a minister be the mouthpice of the Word
of God; if he does nothing but quote Seripture to you,
for that testimony you shall give an account at the day
of judgment. Our Lord says, “‘He that receiveth you
receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him

that sent me.” ~

W'hep war is declared between two states, the ambas-
sador is handed his passport; he is rejected;. he is sent
across the boundary line into his own country. And®

- when any state thus rejects an accredited ambassador— .

that means war! If you reject the testimony of any
true witqess for Christ who comes to you in the Master’s
name, with the Word of the truth of the gospel; you can
never be the same man or woman again. As God lives;

- when the judgnient is set and the books are opened, it

will be found written that you had your opportunity—a
message from the King. The context of this verse that
I have read to you assumes the existence of a state of
war—man at variance with God. in an antagonistic
state of mind toward Him, alienated from Him. a great
gulf between them. - . '

Is that true? Is a word of reconciliation needed to-day?
Is it a fact that human nature is biased against God?
This a_postle says, “We are made manifest to God; and
I trust also are made manifest in your consciences.”
Have you ever thought of what that means? Here is a
gospel preacher who comes in the name of the Lord, and
tells a man that he is a sinner, that he has unsheathed
his sword against the Most High: and the whole set and
bias of his life.is against God,—and that man goes out in
a rage. I am not at all disturbed when a man is made
angry by my preaching. We all like to please- men. 1
would rather please people than otherwise at any time.
But, my friends, when the Word of the Lord finds the
hearts and the consciences of men, when they are pricked
in their_hearts as we were saying this morning, there
may be an uprising of the old man in opposition to the
testimony of ‘God’s Word; and a man may stamp out of
the church, and say, “I will never go and hear that
preacher. again,” I have had hundreds of people say
that. A great number of you who are here to-night said
it—but here you are notwithstanding. And why did you
not stay away? If I were to turn this service into a
testimony meeting I have no doubt .I could find scores

,. X\

who have gone out of that door, and said, “I will never
enter Jarvis St. 'Church again.” But here you are, and
you are going to keep on coming! And here is the
philosophy of it in part: you did not like the preacher,
but when you got alone with God, he was manifest in
your conscience, and you said, “That preacher told me
the truth, and I did not like it—but it is true. It is
true! A state of war exists between me and God; I have
no communication with Him: I don’t pray, I am not in
fellowship with Him,"I am alienated from Him.” You
know that is true. _

. II. : ’ . -

But what is the message of the ambassador? It is
to advise the rebel that war should cease. Many a man
when he has got into a fight would like to get outrof it,
if he could get out of it without loss to himself. There
are many people here who have had a little war on their
own account. You have lost your temper, and your re-
lationship with some other people was strained. In your
better moments you knew that you were wrong, and you
wotild like to have peace—but you had not the courage
to humble yourself, and admit that you were wrong.
You say, “I would like the war to end, but what will be
the terms of peace? Does it mean just bowing down and
admitting that I was wrong?”’ I rather think that Ger-
many wanted peace before she had been at war very long;
she discovered that she had undertaken a task. that was
too great for her. And when the Kaiser made the first
famous “peace offensive,”” as_it was called, it was just

“an effort on his part to extricate himself from a very

difficult situation on the best terms possible. But he
feared—he feared—his government feared, the day of
reckoning. \ :

And what is the cause of disagreement between the
nations of Europe to-day? What is the great bugbear
that keeps European statesmen awake at night, and even
disturbs some on this side of the sea? "It is just this:
it is all summed up in that great word “reparation”. 1
do not wonder that France wants to bé paid something.
I saw a little of what she suffered myself. One can
scarcely understand how it could be possible for anyone
to pay what was really owing for that unparalleled crime
of which Germany was undoubtedly guilty. = But, if
there . were someone vg.ho could come and say, “ I will
‘adjust the balance; I will pay for the damage; I.will be
responsible for.all the reparation; I will give a guarantee
for future security; I- will be responsible for the main-
tenance of peace between these states—if there were
some superman possessed of illimitable wealth who could

" himself \bear the cost of the war, what a blessing it

would be to the world! If all the world could come to- .
gether, and 'shake hands, and say, “The debt‘ is paid.
now we can go on together.” What a blessing that would
be, would it not? .

"But in this war between God and man. there was one

great catastrophe, one great crime conimitted. for every
thought of man was directed against God, every word

‘and every act—all found its ultimate expression in a

murderous attack upon the Son of the King Himself.
And this war laid, the King’s Son low in death.

How is it possible, under such circumstances, that there
can ever be peace between these warring states? The
Christian ambassador’s message is to say that the King

_against Whom men have rebelled, has Himself provided

a Way whereby all the cost of the war can be paid: “God
was in Christ, reconciling the worl'dI unto Himself”. It
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is ‘profound-ly true, as we sing in that simple chorus, tpat

“Jesus paid it all—

All to Him I owe; L
Sin had left a crimson stain;

He ‘washed it white as snow.”

- And the minister’s business’'is to bring this glorious,
good, news: that we need no Treaty of Versailles, that ,
we need no Paris conferences, that we need no Dawes’
Commission, that we need no council of experts to answer
the question, How can man be just with God? God an-
swered it at the place called Calvary—answered-it for
ever! There he cried, “It is finished!” The one and only
way is to receive from Him pardon, forgiveness, entire
absolution. Peace is offered through the blood of Christ.

I said at the beginning, that while man is permitted
to say, “yes”sor “no” to God, yet God is Sovereign; and I
said also, that the climax of the war between God and
man was reached .in the deathof God’s Son, that the
cross is a revelation of man’s enmity toward God: .“Go]-'
gotha, a place of a skull”, is the place where sin is gin-
ished, where it brings forth death. And yet the sovereign -
grace of our God has tyrned that fact to our salvation,
and made the very blood which man’s sin shed, to be the
means of reconciliation between God and man. Oh, the
wonder of it!

What, then:, should be the minister’s attitude? I bring
you this message of the simple old story. I have been
preaching from this pulpit nearly fifteen years, and have
never had any other story to tell. I never expect bo-ha\{e
*. any other story to tell. I expect to go on preaching this
same gospel in the millennium. I believe we shall use
this Bible in the millennium. -If we have not actually
the material Book, we shall know all that is in it. We
shall meet- each other morning after morning, and say,
“Is it not glorious to see the Word of the Lord being
fulfilled?’ And forevermore we shall see God fulfilling
in Christ “the mystery, which from the beginning of the
world hath been hid in God, who created all things by
Jesus Christ: To the intent that now unto the princi-
palities and powers in heavenly places might be kno_vgn
by the church.the manifold wisdom of God.” That will
be our occupation. I am@orry for you folks v_v}30 are not
preachers. "You had better get' into the ministry, for
after a while the preacher will be almost the: only man
in the universe who will not be out of a job. There will,
of course, be a’ place for you choir folk up _t,herg.
(Laughter). We.will sing and preach of Christ and His
glory forevermore.

It is the same old message. But how should-we bring
it to you? We “beseech” you. The Lord might have
commanded His ambassadors to deliver an ultimatum,
to demand instantaneous,surrender, on the threat of
absolute destruction. But_this is His day of grace: He
does not send us with a harsh message like that. He bids
us come to you as though He were dependent upon your
suffrage; He bids us come to you with tender spirit and
loving speech, and beseech you “in Christ’s stead,.be ye
reconciled to God.” I wish I were able this evening to
persuade you. Paul said in this chapter, “knowing the_re-
fore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men.” Behind
his earnest entreaties, behind his mighty logic. behind-
. his irresistible argument, there was a background of the
knowledge of what God is.. He said, “Knowing therefore
the terror of the Lord,” knowing what is in reserve if
men reject—we persuade men, we beg them to come to
Christ, we beseech them to be reconciled to God.

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

And we come to you in that spirit, dear friends, this
evening: and beseech’ you, for your own sakes, to be
reconciled to God. There can be no peace while in op-
position to Him. ‘ Just as the members of my body are
so related to my mind as to act easily, without friction,
almost unconsciously, in obedience to the- telegraphic
directions of the brain, and as I can be at peace, and
without pain and in rest, just in the measure in which
these members obey the direction of the head, as my hand
now closes without pain /‘when I close it naturally. It
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cannot be turned backward without pain. It was not made

that way-—so your soul was made to live in right relation-
ship to God. It was made for Him. And it would be as

_easy, to use a very homely metaphor, it would be just

as possible, rather let me say, fer you to live normally,
in the exercise of all the powers of your manhood, apart

from God, as it would he for one of the finned creatures-

of the deep to be at home upon the dry land. God is
your element: “In him we live, and move, and have our
being”; and separated from Him there is no peace, there
is no joy, “there is no peace, saith my God, to the
wicked.” In the nature of the case, it is impossible. Why
try it? Why continue the experiment? We beseech you,
for your own soul’s welfare, be ye reconciled to God;
come into right relationship to Him through Jesus Christ,
and find salvation there. It is impossible that you should
come to a realization of the fulness of life’s estate.in
ét;}é other way. It is useless to try to fight it out with

I have often thought of those early days of the war.
I had in my mind a picture, and you had too, of those
battalions of Germans in a seemingly endless procession

_rolling through Belgium as-though there were no end to

it at all, thousands upon thousands, hundreds of thou-
sands, with all their death-dealing instruments. And
one could imagine the helpless Belgians standing by and
saying, “It is no use!, It is no use! We cannot fight
against that.” No wonder the Kaiser spoke of General
French’s army as “the contemptible ljttle army.” But
you see, he set himself against the cause of righteoﬁsngss,
and when he declared war, he declared war upon the
whole moral order. It was long in coming. France stirred
herself, and spread herself across the plain; and then
the lion roared, and other thousands crossed the Channel
They left stores, and factories, and offices; they put off
the emblems of civil life, and put on their uniforms.
Then across.the sea another nation ultimately ‘awoke;
and against those armed millions of Germany, there
arose at last a great army. I.remember visiting the
British Admiral at Queenston during the latter part of
the war. His housekeeper was his niece. And the old
sea dog told her to_tell us what a fix the Germans were
in; and she took us to the war map. They were getting

telegraphic communications every hour, and she had .

" made a careful study of the whole situation: he told me

that' she. knew as much about it as any field-marshal.
She showed us the outlay of the land that had been
crossed by the Germans and over .which all those millions
had to go back again, how they were being hedged in,
and driven back. She said. ‘“You see, we have got them
here: and it means peace in a short time, or the surren-
der of an army of millions. It is a physical impossibility
for them to get out, or to get back.” .

* Oh, my friends, if you could see God’s war map! “The
chariots of God are twenty thousand. even thousands of

angels.” . All the resources of Deity are arrayed against
the soul that will rebel against God. We beseech you'

in Christ’s s_tead, be ye reconciled to ‘God. There is no

~
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chancé of winning -the war from your side. . There is”
nothing to do but yield to Him. I remember during the
closing months of the war I was in Ireland, and I sat one
afternoon in thée study of Mr. John Dillon, leader of the
Irish Nationalist Party. His room was full of news-
papers; they were all filed by some industrious secretary,
or by himself, T don’t know which. He was gathering
from all the newspapers everythmg they could get against
the: “Brltlsh oppressors”.  He was determined upon war.
And as we talked together, I said to him, “Well, Mr. Dil-
lon, human -nature is full of faults;-and because human
: go'vern-ments are made up of faulty men, any government
is defective, and we have to learn by experience.” And
I continued, “Why do you not take your coat oﬂ" ? You

battie by Nelson, and came on board the Bntlsh flagship-

to surrender. He advanced with all the Frenchman's
politeness to Nelson, and extended his hand in greeting

‘The Brlt h Admiral made no response. «He did not even . .
smile. '

Stern inexorable justice, he seemed to be, as he
said bo the Frenchman, “Your sword first, if you please,
sir.”- .Then the French officer unbuckléd his sword, and ..
daid it down at his conqueror’s feet. “Now,” said Nelson:
with a smile, “give me your hand”; and he gripped it in
friendly -greeting. And when you come to God it is,
“Your sword first, if you please.” "But when you lay it
down, and say, “I yield, I yield I can hold out no more,”
Hé will give you His hand and He will pronounce His
benediction upon you. He will say, “I give unto you

have double the representation of any other part of the ~eternal life, and you shall never perish, neither’ shall any

Empire, you have two members to every one that the, man pluck you out of my hand.”

British elector has, why do ‘you not go ‘to Westminster,
and by reasonable means, seek-to translate into legisla-

tive action your view of what a government ought to be -~

“Why,” he said, “no Irish Nationalist could survive who
“would.- do so.” Isaid; “Do you mean you would not accept

any responsibility for the government of Ireland under. - :
“Well,” -

the Crown?”’ “Absolutely none, sir,” he said.
I replied, “what do you go to Westminster for?”’ . (I
prefaced that question by saying that I did not want to
be rude, but that I couldl not quite understand his view,
if-he would accept no responsxbxhty, if he would make no
attempt to better things and yet ‘continue as a member
of parliament, and the leader of a great party.) “What
do you go -to Westminster. for?” He drew himself up
and said, “To raise a row! The function of the Irish
Nationalist Party is to present a critical opposition to
the.Government of the day.”

One .of the chief characteristics of the carnal mlnd is
that it is enmity against God. I have told .you of the
little boy in the house where I boarded years ago. His
- mothér was frying to céorrect him. He was only about
four years of age, and he said, “Now, see here, Ma, I
ain’t got to do nothin’ except what .folks don’t tell me I
ain’t got to -do.” If you can untangle that combination
of negatives you have an illustration of what the Serip-
ture means when it says “the carnal mind is enmity
against 'God.” You laugh at John Dillon, you laugh
at that little boy, but that is just exact‘ly your- position
- if you are not a Cliristian, you are opposing God for no
reason at all. The prodigal wanted his.own way, his
own will. “Giye me. the portion of goods that falleth to

me. And he divided unto them his living. And not majpy
ddys after the younger son gathered all together, and .
took his journey into a far country, and there wasted.

his substance with riotous living.” But when he got his

~way he went to beggary and. bankruptey. And he had
to come back to his father, and say “I have played- the
fool. I thought I knew how to map out my own life and
spend my own money; but if you will only. let me in at
the back door I shall be thankful.” But he came back
as_a son, ready to do his father’s will. And when at
last we submit to Him; dear friends. we don’f regard
Him as a despot who breaks our wills and takes from
. us all the pleasures of llfe,rbut wiil rejoice to sing:

“The King of Love my Shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth-never;"

.I nothing lack if T am His, - . 1
And He' Is mine’ foréver.” ' .

I beseech you, in Christ's stead be’ ye reconclled' to God. -

Take the joy of God home with you. YRR
You have heard that story of one of Napoleon ] ofﬁcers,
one of the French admlrals who was defeated ih a naval

full, so theFe are delays

- modernist.”
.and that he could.not. believe that Christ was born of a
: vn'gm

Oh, may we find salva-
tion in Him to-night! (A large number came forward.

and confessed Christ.) -

DR McINTIRE REPORTS
. In the Air,
- Hong Kong to Mamla,
' o December 14, 1949.
Dear Samts in 'Ohrlst :

Hong Kong has -over 1,000, 000 refugees from China.
It is a pile of rock off the mainland, but beautiful.: One
sees how it has served the British Empire so falthfully

*There has been a-mix-up of planes, and -every one is
The meetmg night before last
in Hong Kong with missionaries, with Dr ‘Shields, had
to be cancelled. Then at 6 p.m. when Dr. “Chisholm and
John Young were unable to go on to Tokyo with Dr.
Holdcroft, the meetmg was “on” again, and 88 mission-
aries were anxious to hear of Bangkok and the Inter-
national Council. of -Christian ‘Churches. )

One of the “shocks” was that Dr. Roberts, pres1dent
of Hunan Bible . Institute (a branch of BIOLA, ‘Los
Angeles) had attended the W.C.C. meeting. Dr. Roberts.
a fundamentalist, sought out Dr. Garman in Bangkok
and told him he was with the I.C.C.C.’s stand for the
faith, but could not approve of its “methods,” so .he
went back to the W.C.C.’s conference. . Dr. Shields says.
he will write an editorial for BHE 'GOSPEL WITNESS on
“Doctrine and Methods.”  The Beacon will pubhsh\lt
‘t00. And -as advance notice he savs. “The W.C.C. is ~
such a conglomeration of unpalatables, 1ncompat1bles.
and impossibilities that it resembles some of our experi-.
ence with oriental-cooking that seemed to have utilized
a bit of everything that ouglit to be tlirown away, so
that no spiritually healthy person could possibly stomach
it.” After hearing this observation, I can assure all our -
readers that for all this party it is born of bitter

. experl ence.

Dr. T..T. Brumbaugh, a secretary of the Methodlst
M1ss1on Board, and -the representative of the Foreign

"Missions Conference 6f North América to the Bangkok

conference of the W.C.C., did not: hesitate to declare his
modernism and soclallsm in Bangkok. -
Mr. Kim, from Korea, who was excluded as a reporter.

" from the W.C.C. meeting, &id have opportumtv to talk

to Dr. Brumbaugh. He fold Mr. Kim, “Yes, T am a
He told"him the Bible could not be trusted -

. He sa1d he was not a communist but a “soclal-

ist.”. How can’ any God-fearing Methodist support a

board that has.such boasting modernists and socialists?
As a modernist, he would destroy .the Christian.church
with a false message.

As a socialist he would destroy
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the U.S.A. with its free enterprise. This kind of man
is an enemy of the faith and of human freedom! '

In the Philippines there is strong support for the
-I.C.C.C. in the Baptist and independent groups. We
anticipate great meetings every day. Each speaker will
be in a different place every night

In Bangkok I received an urgent appeal to go to Cebu. >

The Rev. Edward Todd, a 'G.I. who served the United
States in the Philippines, ‘has returned to serve the
Lord. He is WIth the Ph1]1ppme Faith Mission. He
writes: -

“From THE GosPEL WITNESS I learned that both you
and Dr. Shields would be visiting Manila some time
after your stay in Bangkok, and I am hoping that it
S will be p0551ble for you to visit the City of Cebu while
you are in the Philippines. Your presence in this part -
of the country would be most inspiring to many of the
local pastors since this was’always reckoned to be a
Presbyterian field. Many of the old pastors see the
difference in the modern missionaries sent out by the
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions and there is
much talk about modernism at Silliman University.
Cebu is the second largest city in the islands with a
population of 170,000. There are three Presbyterian

Churches—now <called the United Church of Christ
in the city. The Chinese Gospel Church is the largest
church in the city and I can arrange meetings for you
there. If only for.an evening, your presence here would
be worth while. Contact can be made with pastors in
the surrounding islands and I believe we could get
some of the Missionary Alhance folk from the south to
cothe up for the occasmn

We will try to go to him Monday, December 18.

It is a glorious treasure to believe that the Bible is
God’s Holy Word! “Thou through thy commandments
hast made me wiser than mine enemies” (Psa. 119:98).

Every man who loves and gives to missions must be ’
told, and must be concerned about the program of mod-
ernism.. As the U.S.A. sent scrap iron to Japan only to
see it used to kill her bravest sons at Bataan, so God’'s
people are sending money to denominational boards—
U.S.A. Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist—only to have it
used to destroy the labours of the faithful missionaries!
It is a crime against God. May God have mercy!

Yours in Christ,

CARL MCINTIRE

I.C.C. DELEGATES IN EGYPT EN ROUTE TO- BANGKOK

The above photograph. together with other material for these pages. was posted, air mail, by Dr. Shields in Egypt on
Nov. 23. The articles are now outdated, but we reproduce the photograph. which was sent to Mrs. Shiélds with the following

note written in a hand well-known to us:

discernible’ on the faces of the camelsl

] Mohammed, Rev. W. H. O. Garman,
Holdcroft, Sir Arie Kok. On'the camels: Mrs. McIntire, A Desert Vagrant:

Rev. Carl Mclntire, Rev. -Don Moffat, Dr. I.
The last description doubtless explains the grin
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> GOSPEL TRIUMPHS IN THE
PHILIPPINES
Dr. McIntire Writes From Singapore
Singapore,
. . December 23, 1949.
Dear Christian Friends:

We are in the thick of a real struggle here .in Singa-
pore. \Dr. Shields and Mrs. McIntire and I arrived from
Manila, Wednesday at 7 a.m. But this story must wait
until after I’ give you the equally thrilling account of
God’s blessing and power in the Philippines. This is a
missionary journey in every sense of the word, and it
is such a joy to see the work and hand of God.

Plane delays and shifts to other lines threw the sched-
ule. for our meetings off, and the first night only the
meeting in Manila could be held. Large crowds in both
Iloilo and Bacolod were let down. We were met at f.he
plane by Bernard Bancroft and a number of missionaries,

. all ABWE (Association of Baptists for World Evangel-

- ism) and for the next few days we all witnessed one of

the most effective and successful mission works we have

. seen. The next night Dr. Shields spoke in Manila and

I flew south two hours to.Iloilo, the third largest city

in the Islands. The Philippines comprise 1,087 islands

and from the air there are islands -everywhere. The

waters are green and blue, and on some high mountains

voleanic remains can be seen. Dr. Garman secured an

appointment with the President of the Philippines, and

Galila flew with me to take his place in Bacolod. At

Iloilo there was no plane to Bacolod so” we chartered a

“cub” plane and flew over. for a meeting to which people

had come for many miles. Galila was in Bangkok and

'is the secretary-treasurer of the conference set up there
for the International Council of Christian Churches.

Tloilo is the place where things started for the “sepa-

ration” movement in the Philippines. It is where ABWE

started its-first work. Comity had assigned the various

islands to different denominations and the Baptists

have Negros, Panay and others. . These islands are called

the Visayans, the Central Philippines. _

Tn 1929 the Rev. R. C. Thomas, a beloved and strong

missionary, broke from the Northern Baptist ‘Conven-

" tion over modernism. He founded the Doane Evan-

gelistic Institute, and this he set’ as the centre of the

sound work. The Convention has put its emphasis on

education and medical work, while ABWE has been

, evangelist\'ic. The NBC (Northern Baptl:sxt-Conventlon-)

has literally “educated the heathen” while ABWE has

“saved them by the blood of the Lamb.” In Copez Prov-

ince on' Panay, the NBC has 30 churches apd 6 pastors,

not one self-supporting, while ABWE h.as strong“sglf-

supporting churches all over this section. In “Zion

field” there are 45 ABWE churf:hes,‘ 39 are self-

supporting and the other six are aided by f,he .39. In

addition there are 80 preaching centres _-mam.ta}medj by

these 45 churches. These churches have all joined the

International Council of Christian Churches When v:e

were talking about the comparison between the NBC,s

and the ABWE’s work. one of the nationals said, “That’s

what modernism does to the churches.” -

Doane Institute has 60 students preparing for the

.

" Lord’s work, under the directorship of Mr. and Mrs. E.

Gordon Wray. With them are Ruth Woodworth. qua
Kemery and Mr. and Mrs. William Hopper. The In.stltute.
a large, spacious building, ir.1 the centre of town-has had
special care in God’s providence. When the Japanese
came, a fire started by incendiary bombs burned to right

-

~

- almost destroyed by a typhoon.

’

next door, when the wind changed and it was saved. A
USA bomb fell through the roof, down through the bed-
room (the one I had) and into-the basement—but it was
a dud. A USA dud! The building was saved!

As we drove up to the Institute from the airport the
students were out in front singing, “There’s a welcome
here for you.” In the evening service every available
space was taken and people stood inside and outside
It was a blessing to expound the Scripture, then tell of
the ICCC’s stand and ministry, and then warn_of mod-
ernism and the World Council of Churches. Philip Ira-
bon, a national, who graduated from Wheatpn and Na-
tional Bible Institute, has started an orphanage with 130
children on a nearby island. He came over by sailboat.

He has no support from the United States and he told ,

me of his need for a doctor and two teachers. When
I went to my room that night, on the wall. were these
words of Carey, “Expect great things from God, attempt
great things for God.” o

Early the next morning we caught a boat (two-hour
ride) to Bacolod, on Negros. The Rev. and Mrs. Don
Rogers are- there alone; they came out nine months -
ago. He led the Baptist 'Church in Clayton, N.J., 20
miles from Collingswood, out of the Convention. We
had to come here to meet, though he had attended the
Springer meetings in Collingswood!

Over 200 pastors and workers welcomed us in the Baco-
lod church. They were out front singing, too. From
10 o’clock to 12 we preached, answered questions, and
enjoyed the Lord together. -This church was started by
Paul Friederichsen, now on furlough. He has pressed
the issues of evangelism and separation—they must go
together. Think of coming to a town, where a “dead”
NBC church exists, setting up a tent, preaching for two
months every night, and'leaving a self-supporting church
of 200 members at the end! It sounds like Paul’'s work
in Thessalonica. The door is wide open for this evan-
gelism—people flock to hear the Gospel.

When I returned to  Manila that afternoon to speak
there that night, we found that Dr. Shields was going
north in answer to urgent calls, and would not be back
until. Tuesday, and that Dr. Garman was going to Tokyo
for a meeting with General MacArthur, and then on
home. It was decided that I should “go south” again.
Mrs. McIntire went along. Saturday night we were in
Iloilo again, and after a meeting in Bacolod ‘Sunday
morning, Mr. and Mrs. Rogers drove us 95 kilometers
over terrible roads and through -bandit-infested country
to Kabankalan, a city in the news recently because it was
The hipa houses were
blown about like toothpicks and 1,200 people died in that -
vicinity. On the way down we- passed a church on the-
road where the pastor and his people were out to stop
us. When we went inside 200 more people filled the
building. The pastor explained .that he had ‘gathered
them from five churches and -he wanted us to stop and
speak. He thought, if he had his place full, we would
stay there—and not go on to Kabankalan. When we
said, No, he insisted we return at eight the next morn-
ing and that he would have the people there. But, we
could not. They sang, and we spoke of the love of God
and the need to be true to the Bible.

In Kabankalan God blessed. The church had been
rebuilt and at least 500 people were there, inside and
outside. As we drove up, some pastors and leaders
formed two lines from the car to the door, and over the
front was a sign of welcome to us. The people sang
the “welcome” song, and later the “farewell.” Even ‘the-

-~

~
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NBC people came. Some students, just home for Christ-
mas from Silliman University, a Presbyterian school
started in 1901, were present. The school has destroyed
the faith of some!

We expounded 2 Corinthians 6. The apostasy is very
real there. People back home do not realize that mod-
ernism has taken possession of so many mission fields,
especially here in the Far East. We warned of the
World Council of Churches-and its leaders’ attempt to
keep “fundamental missions” out of countries it could

. control. -

Kabankalan had no warning of the typhoon. - The
warning sent by the Government came 12 hours after
the storm did its damage. The city is now suing the
Government for damages because it did not warn them
in time! The Government knew the storm was coming,
and for some reason the warning was delayed. Now,
they hold “the Government responsible! This was a
perfect illustration of our warning against the World
Council of Churches. The people all understood the
point. Who would not?. My, but they were affectlonate
and full of thanks!

A meeting was announced in Iloilo for Mond-ay mght,
but since I had promised to go to Cebu, the: second
largest city in the Islands, and Presbyterian territory,
I could not go.back to Ilo. So Mrs. MclIntire at their
insistence. took that meeting. She gave a report of
Amsterdam and South America. For her came nurses
and teachers from the NBC work in Ilo and NBC mis-
sionaries, who did not come to hear me. We must say,
too, that everywhere we were given gifts of love and
remembrance. The Doane Baptist Church in Ilo pre-
sented Mrs. McIntire with an oil pamtmg of a Philip-
pine scene.

The story of Cebu must be told in detail for it is the
account of the most foolish opposition we have thus. far
met, and it gives a side to this whole issue which needs

to be emphasized and clarified. The next moment I have -

time to write I will get the letter off.

From Cebu I flew back to Ilo,. and Mrs. McIntire
and I-flew to Manila. Dr. Shields came back from the
North. He was full of joy and praise. He, too, had
the same experiences. In one place he spoke in the city
auditorium which was packed out. He says Baguio is
‘beautiful beyond compare. It7is the resort of the Philip-
pines in the mountains. He went on north to Laoag and
the meetings were the same. The north has been Metho-
dist territory. However, the ABWE  does not, and
rightly so, recognize comity.

Tuesday night in Manila was a farewell meeting. Don
Moffat had come from Hong Kong. He is remaining to
visit the field until February. The ABWE has 35 mis-
'sionaries in itg various fields over the islands. We did
not get down to Mmdanao the largest 1sland in the south,
where a big work is being done.

- In many of the meetings offerings were taken,.by the
nationals for the 1951 Manila Conference called by the
‘Bangkok meeting of the. International Council. .

The separation issue is clear here! These Bantist
brethren had seen the issue and its vital relation to°their
work and church. There is no use building churches.
if they are not to he-kept nure. true churches. The issne
has centred recently over Youth for Christ. Some nf its
leaders came out and announced thev would “unite the
NBC and ABWE” as a “great service for Christ.” Thesge

brethren do not see that light and darkness eannot unite.

and  have fellowship! It did not work! In Manila,

’

N7

" without a shepherd.

Youth for Christ featured Henry Sloane Coffiﬁ of Union
Theological Seminary in New York as one of its “evan-
geligitic” speakers! We could write on and on. But

. Youth for Christ has much to answer to God for, and
-we are thankful for the American Council’s and the In-

ternational Council’s clear stand against its compromise

and confusion. . ~
/ : . In Him,
CARL MCINTIRE.
THE GAZE OF JESUS

By Rev. A. C. Whltcombe, B.A,, of Brantford

“And when he had looked round about on them.”

, —Mark 3:5. .
T WAS said of Robert Burns, the Scottish pcet, that
his eye was remarkably luminous and his gaze in-
telligent. History tells us of great men who had a com-
pelling or commanding gaze. The eyes are called-the
windows of the soul. Through them the inner man looks
out upon the world and reveals something of himself in
doing so. .What then shall we say of the gaze of Jesus
Christ, the most perfect of men, the man from Heaven?

His gaze could only be described as compassionate
when He gazed on the multitude and saw them as sheep
It was this compassion that drew
Him down from His glory and led Him to the cross.
It is this same compassion that makes Him a gracious
and merciful High Priest now.

Have you thougl}t of His gaze of anger with whlch
He swept the synagogue on the Sabbath Day when they
watched to see if He would heal the man with the
withered hand? How often anger must flash from those
all-seeing eyes now while we put the misinterpretations
of our religion ahead of the spiritual good of the needy!

But there is the gaze of unrequited love. See the rich °
young ruler leaving the presence of Jesus with his hand
on his money bag, somewhat sad at heart, but not so
sad as the Master Himself of whom it is said that He
loved him. We could expect His gaze to rest in love -
upon: an obedient disciple or an earnest and insistent
inquirer, but not upon one who has deliberately chosen -
to flout God and Splrltual things in favour of material
wealth.

"There is the searching glance exhibited in His Journe\
through Jericho when He stopped beneath the tree in
which Zaccheus had perched himself and looking up
called on him to descend. Just as He.knew Zaccheus to
be there, so He knows where every eager inquirer is and
will find him and bring salvation.

We must not overlook the gaze of rebuke which rested
on Peter. Need we review Peter’s assurance that he
would never deny his Master and the Lord’s warning
that he would do it before the second cock crowing?
The same Peter was tried and failed in the High Priest’s
Palace. As the denial of Jesus died from Peter’s lips,
the cock crew and his Lord turned and looked on Peter.
who went out and wept bitterly, and found repentance.

There was no look of rebuke and reproach for Judas.
This unhappy man realized his folly and went out and
hanged himself. It is easy to deny the Lord for it is
a hard thing. to be laughed at, or to be made-to feel
alone because of our religious beliefs. It is a hard
thing to stand before the cross and hear Him say, “All
this have I done for thee,” but if it breaks our hearts,
we have the proof that He is ready to forgive and restore.

The text speaks of an inclusive gaze. There was
nothing in the synagogue that escaped those all-seeing .
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Al things are naked and open before the eyes of
Him with whom we have to do. He who walked among
the golden candlesticks is pictured as havmg eyes of '
fire. He notes all that is good all that is bad, all that .

" is superfluous, and all that is lacking in His church and’
in our hearts: “His eyes behold, His eyehds try the
sons of men.” .

_Out of this thought come two emotxons ‘First, there

. is fear. But the repentant soul*can bid its fears be gone

for there is a Saviour who, seeing all and 'knowmg all,

is still ready to forgive -all. “If.we confess our sins he
is faithful and just to forglve us our sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.”

.. In Genesis we are told of a well called Lahal-rm or the
well of Him that liveth and .seeth me. That well was

pointed out to Hagar as she sat disconsolate and hopeless -
With the well, hope re-.

in' the desert dying of thirst.
vived.both for herself and for her child; her confidence
in God-and His' care was established. Happy is that
soul who ‘has such a spot in his or her spiritual history.
It is from such experiences that we become certain of
.the fact that He will guide us w1th H1s eye upon us
. and afterward receive us into Glory

CANADA DOUBLES ITS DRINK BILL

! Is There Another Depression Coming?

To some of our readers'there may ‘not appear to be
any connection between the title and the sub-title of -
this article.- To us there is a very close relationship..
But - before" dlscussmg that, we set forth here some
* statistics on the rising flood 6f-liquor that is inundating
this country, and which has assumed the proportion of a
flood. in ‘Ontario. These figures were prepared by the
* Dominion Bureau of. Statigtics. The Globe and Mml
. report included the following remarks.

Ottawa, Jan. 4 (CP) .—Consumption of beer and llquor in.
Canada is more than double what it was 10 years ago. . . .
. Convictions for drunkenness among males .in Ontario rose

from 182 for each 10,000 of population in 1946 to 198 in 1948

The rate of conv1ct1ons for females remamed the same in the
three years.

While thé period coincides w1th the change in Ontario’s
liquor laws and introduction ‘of- the cocktail bar: the analysis
warns against jumping to conclusions.

The Toronto Star made the followmg remarks

Ottawa, Jan. 5—Ontario has-increased its spending on
. booze more than all the rest of Canada combined, figures

prepared by the dominion bureau- of statistics reveal,
. }"hese latest figures for the dominion cover, in the main,
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They show gross sales to Canadlans of $456,515, 100 up

some $30,000,000 over the ‘previous. figures. . . And
that is only the cost in dollars and cents for the drmks
themselves,” one statistician reminded. *“Thé toll in “lost
* hours of work flost employment, in wrecked, humans, in
- divided famllles, in life itself, can’'t possibly be estmmated »

The story of the increase in spending on Iiquor in Ontario
and -on increased consumption gives the lie dlrect to those
who supported George Drew when, as premier ‘of Ontario,
he opened the bars on the pretext it would reduce drunken-
ness and consumption of liquor.

. FIGURES REVEAL GROWTH
Here's the story of the growth of booze sales in Ontario:

s 1948 1947 1942
quuor Store Sales ... $76,545,339 $73,983,727 $33,035,844
BeOT e 89,365,375 176,633,623 45,548,177
WINE oot 4,767,864 4,951,697 2,903,584

.Total Ontario Sales 170 587,578

What a shameful record this is!. And Ontario’ has
- the great dlshonour of leadmg the “procession down the

" prove to be ruinous, even in this land of plenty.

prirnrose \pa‘th by showing a greiter increase in ‘its
spending.on booze than-all the rest of Canada combined!

What Has This to Do with a'Depression:.{ -~

But what-has this to do with a depression? We do
not profess to be versed in economics, and we have
neither means nor desire to_prognosticate the financial
future of our nation, but we are convinced that morals
and prosperity have a very real connection, whether in ~
the individual or in the nation. Like the Psalmist we
have all observed: “I have seen the-wicked in great
power, and spreading himself like a green bay tree. Yet
he passed away, and, lo, he was not; yea, I sought him,
but he could not be found.” (Psalm 87:35, 86.): God .
always pays, though He does not always make up His"
accounts every day or every-month, or even every -year. -
But in the end of His own-time He pays. What a
terrible day of reckoning lies ahead for Canada and for
Ontario with their sad record. :

Even if there were no moral-is-sues involved in these\-
huge expenditures, they would_bleed the country white.
If Canadians were to.spend 465 millions on chocolate
sodas or some other equally harimless commodity, or
if they were to throw down the sewers grain and other
products of labour to that amount, it would eventually
“Waste
not, want not” may be an old saw but no economic device
or discovery of our day has yet rendered it inoperative.
Unfortunately money spent on strong drink is not merely
wasted, bad as that may be, it is actually spent to bring
about the ruin of the bodies and the souls of the youth
of the land. By way of illustration take a concrete ex-
ample that has come to the writer’s attention. -

A Con¢rete Nlustration -

On the \day before Christmas a busy  and efficient
postman was making his rounds, laden w1th messages
of good will for every house on-the street. > As hejcalled
at one door, it was opened and he invited in.
longer interval that would ordinarily be required for the
transaction of ‘Post Office -business, he came out and
resumed his rounds. A few houses down :the street, he
again entered and this time.when he came out on the .
street, his step was noticeably -slower and not so sure
as it.usually was. A third time he was invited. into an-
other home, with still worse effects-on his wonted effi-
ciency. How the Christmas mail was delivered we do not
know, but we weretold that the postman was off duty for
a week after. -The financial loss of a week’s pay is.a

* severe one for the father of a family, and we could not -
‘forbear asking ourselves what the postman’s wife thought

of the Christmas “cheer” effered to her- husband.

But alas, that ‘is not the end of the story. One of
those who gave strong drink to the postman learned
that very .evening that his brother had been seriously
injured in a motor car accident, “evidently the vietim
of some driver who had in turn been “treated” by some
well-intentioned but thoughtless friend. . We do not .
suggést there was any connection, we merely record the

‘facts.

Government statlstlcs can 1nform us of the price paid
for the llqaor consumed in these particular cases, but
only the recording -angel knows what it cost in blood
and tears. - In the train of this accarsed business that
corrupts both the bodies and—the souls of men and
women, are found not only broken bones and wrecked
cars but brokén homes and wrecked lives.

After a
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" Some may advance the theory that increased drinking
may be explained by the emotions attendant post-war
adjustments and by the wave of prosperity, that has
put ready cash into everyone’s pocket. That is doubtless
.a partial explanation, but it .does not touch the root of
the matter. . Further, a price increase in liquor does
not necessarily represent a corresponding increase in
quantity. But drinking is essentially a moral matter.
We think the postman’s wife would agree with our con-
tention, and many other thousands of wives also. Viewed
in this light, the doubling of 'Canada’s drink bill means
the halving of its moral stamina. We wish it were
possible to explain it otherwise, but ‘we confess with
deepest sorrow that there appears to be evidence that
this Dominion has suffered some serious diminution in
its sources of inward spiritual strength. If the divine
blessing- of prosperity is to be prostituted into a curse,

if Canadians instead of giving thanks to the Great Giver,-

use ‘His bounty to blight their own souls and their neigh-
bours’, then the judgment of God is suré: The prophets
of old"who- inveighed against the sins of their times
* were scorned by the men of those days, but that did not

prevent the stroke of ‘divine wrath. If another depres--

sion comes, a thousand and one theories will be offered
as to why it came.
. blamed; some will even dare to call God’s justice into
question. We sincerely and earnestly hope that Canada
-and the world. ‘'may be- spared such another dreadful
calainity as we have passed through in the “thirties.”
But how have. we used -the plenty it has pleased a good
God to shower upon us?- We have many causés for
shamé and not least among them, the great increase in
drinking. Canada stands in .need of some “fiery Jonah
to traverse from one end to the other, bearing a stern
- message of wrath to come. There would be hope for
this nation, if like the Ninevites of old we covered, our-
selves with sackecloth' and ashes and bowed in true re-
pentance saying, “Who can .tell if God will: turn and
repent, and turn away his fierce anger, that we perish
not?” (3 Jonah 3: 10 )——W SW. .

PROGRESS IN NORTH BAY

Pastor Geo H. Stephens of last year’s graduating class
of Toronto Baptist Séminary writes as follows:

‘'We have been having some blessing in the work” up
here since last you heard from us, and we feel it is.only
the beginning of something. greater. :As yoéu perhaps

, know, we had Mr. Wilf. Bauman from Toronto Baptist
. Seminary up here two weeks ago and we had a grand
week-end “with him. - He showed his slides on South
America and we had a goodly number out both mornmg
and evening. We also had Mrs. Fred Bauman from”
Timmins with her, violin, and a]together we had a won-
derful time.

As a result we made several new contacts, some un-
saved, and they are beginning to shdw much interest in
the things of the Gospel As well 'we have some peoplé
who have moved in lately to this part of the country

" and they are coming out now, tod, and are very please-d
- with the spiritual atmospliere of the place.

A week ago yesterday we were to have had Brother
Boyd with” us, but the weather prevented his coming,
however he was able to come yesterday, and I can assure
you that his ministry was a blessing to "all of us. We’

* ‘have’ had a young fellow of about fifteeri years of age
_coming-out for this last while back, and his 'has been

Everything and everybody will .be °

. was opened unto us.

rathet an unusual case. This lad had been going to the
Roman Catholic Church. This last summer we got the
rest of the family of six out to our Bible School. Last
night as T was taking them home after Brother Boyd
had finished, he expressed a 'desire to know the ‘way of
salvation. We took him on up to our-house where Brother
Boyd talked to him with the result that before he left,
he had accepted the Lord as his Saviour.
to have a very clear idea of what salvation really was.
1When he left us, his face was just shining, and we were
both quite sure that a real work of grace had been done
in his heart. I can assure you that no‘finer Christmas
present could-come our way than that.

So we are beginning to see the hand of the "Lord -
moving affer a time of discouragement, when the ‘work
seemed to be at a_standstill.
shall have many more discouragements, but they only
try one’s faith after all, and after they are over we
can see the real purpose behind it all.

/

[y

WILL FREN CH-CANADIANS LISTEN TO
THE GOSPEL? . : -

When we commenced the work of preaching the Gospel
.among French-Canadians, multitudes of Job’s comforters .
were not lacking who were ready and willing to heap
up to the clouds the barriers that we saw only too clearly
besetting .our way. - Had we listened to .them, we would
have fallen into the despair of the ten spies who said,
“We were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and 'so.
were we in their sight.” (Numbers 13:33.) -The task
of telling the good news of free.salvation to. those who
have been enslaved by the traditions and superstitions
of Rome is never an easy one and there are many ad-
versaries. This we expected from the first and we have

 never been disappointed, but neither have we been disap-
‘pointed in our conviction that a great door and effectual
In spite of the power of Rome in
social, political and family life, in spite of the- threats
of the pr1ests and the ignorant fanaticism of many of
their poor deceived dupes, we have discovered that there
are many French-speaking Roman Catholics who &dre
hungering and thirsting for the Saviour that alone can
bring satisfaction.for time and eternity. The sad part
of it iIs that there are still thousands upon thousands
of such persons iri French Canada who have no way of.
obtaining a Bible- -and no'one to point' them to Chnst
#The labourers are few .. . Pray ye therefore!”

In response.to our request, Rev. John Boyd of Sudbury, -

has forwarded us a few letters that he has recently re- -

‘ceived from French-speaking Canadians who have heard
the good news -of the Gospel either through the printed
page, The Voice of the Gospel (La Voix de UEvangile),
or over the air by radio. Last week Mr. Boyd ‘told
something of the problems now facing him in connection
with the monthly paper lie has edited for French-speak-
ing readers, and these pages have also told of his regular
French broadeasts over several. stations, carried on in
conjunction with his English -Gospel programmes. We
do not mean 1o wuggest that Mr. Boyd receives as much
“fan-mail” from his French readers and listeners as..
do some of the radio stars” who perform before the
mlcrophone for great English- language networks, and-
certainly we can guarantee his 'saUy does not compare
with theirs. In fact there is this further. coritrast that
they receive money, he pays out money for broadcasting.
"But there is a sweetness in readmg letters ‘that express

He seemed .

No doubt. at all but we .

2
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the gratitude of hungry hearts to the human messenger
who has announced to them the way of life, and this is
worth more than all other gifts that earth has to offer.
Some of the letters enclosed small amounts, evidently
given in these cases from their depth of poverty, but
expressive of a genuine concern that the preaching should
continue. Here are a few samples of the way in which
some French-Canadians respond to the soind of -the
‘Gospel when it is brought to ‘them in their own tongue.
The first letter comes from the extreme North -of On-
tario, well beyond the height of land separating the
rivers that flow South from those that flow in a Northerly
direction to cast their waters into Hudson Bay.

To the splendid teachers of the true Word of God, the -

editor of “La Voix de I’Evangile”’, Greetings! .
It is always with a great pleasure and interest that I

. receive and read your very humble little sheet, La Voix

4

de UEvangile. 1 gladly respond to your appeal in thé last
issue recently received. I am sorry I cannot do more,
but I suppose that even the little that I can do will -still

be of some help in the task, so ungrateful in appearance, -

of gpreading the knowledge of the true Word of the true
God . .

I am happy to assure you that the seed sown in inducing
the reading of the Holy Gospels and of the Holy Bible is
not a vain work among us Roman Catholics. This grain
of mustard, referred to by our Lord, will, according to
His Word, become a great tree in which the birds will
find a shelter and in whose shade the sheep will come at
last to find peace and rest led by the rod of the tender
anfkl1 a'd'ora‘ble Good Shepherd. :

. Alas!
beliefs and we have been assured that outside of the
Roman Catholic ‘Church there is no-salvation. This is a
famous and supposedly truthful teaching that enchains
and holds back many of us, without counting the zeal of
our fanatics who are always ready to denounce and reject
the so-called “apostates” .. .

However, the time is coming when the true light will
pierce the heavy darkness of our traditions, which the
Lord Himself denounced in the days of His flesh . . . May

the knowledge of this true Gospel find free course among -

us. The mere reading of it will bring more good will in
our midst, and it will begin to dispel the darkness and
the result will exceed all hope. -

I close with the most-earnest desire and hope that this
testimony will encourage you to continue the task of
propagating the Word of the Gospel. For my part, I would
be very sorry if you were not able to continue the distribu-
tion.of La Voix de VEvangile which fulfils each month a
mission so worthy and necessary. .

You will find enclosed a five dollar bill to cover the cost
of one of the books, Mes Combats, a Bible tract, a Gospel
calendar, or any other book that you recommend for
profitable reading. ) .

Hoping that this: letter 'will reach you without too much
difficulty, I count on a word from you soon.

. The remainder of the money, if there is any. could serve
for a contribution to the support of the work of the Gospel.
In the present circumstances I would like to do more but
my finances are very limited and do not allow me more
than this modest amount, however, T hope that our Lord
will take care of the support of this mission for the service
of His kingdom. : -

: Fraternally yours,
Signed

From a radio listener in the extreme South-eastern
part of the province adjoining Quebec, comes this en-
couraging word:

December 15, 1949,
Messieurs, .

Your programme in French is very much 'appreci-
ated. The Gospel is certainly hot well enough known.
I include herewith one dollar. N

The next two letters are p_o-stmarked‘.-from North-
western Quebec, five or six hundred miles North of the
town from whence the last note originated.

. December 11, 1949.
I have appreciated The Voice of the Gospel very

~

we French-Canadians are fettered by our ancestral .

much as it comes in each month, and I arﬁ sending
you two dollars to help a little.

From a Sister in Christ.
. — December 5, 1949,
Monsieur,

I ‘heard your programme: last Sunday, and I write
to ask you if you would please send me a copy of the
New Testament that you offered. -

With many.thanks; I am .. . :

'I_‘he reference to an offer of a New Testament is ex--
plained -by the fact that each broadcast promises to all
who write a copy of the Word of God. The following
letter was apparently-written by one of the comparatively
rare French Christians in Quebec, all of whom stand
{nuch in need of further teaching and encouragement
in order that they may stand fast in Christ.

! December 14, 1949.
Monsieur,

We hear your French service on' the radio and it is
very good, all the more so because it is in French,
which is our own language. There are five in our
household who are all saved by the Grace of God.
We also receive your paper every month and thank
you for it. .I have put a dollar in this letter to give
you a little help.
The one who wrote the following note of appreciation

has evidently come to regard Mr.-Boyd as an intimate

‘personal friend because of the help he has received from

The Voice of the Gospel, though he lives in a remote part
of Quebec, cut off from all other Christian fellowship.
How such isolated souls need our prayers and our help!

. . . December 12, 1949.
I have just received The Voice of the Gospel and I
find it very instructive and edifying. I need not tell
you that I am very glad to get this little religious
periodical and you may rest assured that the Lord will
bless it. I am enclosing herewith two dollars to help
in the work that you are carrying on for the glory of
God. At the same time I wish to ask you to pray for
my wife, who has been ill for a year and is losing
her sight. She would like to be healed of this afflic-
tion so that she can read the Word of God. I shall
send you more later on. ’ '

The last letter comes from the farthest point, far-off
Haiti, which is a former French colony, where that lan-
guage still persists among the coloured population who
languish in heathen superstition covered with a thin

‘'veneer of Romanism, whose priests take the place of

their ancient witch doctors.

Dear Brethren: - .

I venture to write these lines to ask for your help.
I have. just made a missionary trip into the country-
side and have seen the need of Gospel tracts. Can you
send me, if at all possible, several thousand by the first
mail? Pray for me, that God may bless the distribu-
tion of these tracts to the salvation of souls.

Sincerely yours in Christ . . .

These are but a few of the letters that come in from

our French-speaking fellow-¢itizens who recognize that

- they have been deliberately kept in darkness. and who

welcome the first rays of the Gospel light that -has shone
upon them. We could print many other letters from
tHose who are violeBtly opposed to the Gospel we pro-
claim, but we have learned to take such letters as a
matter of course, and only pity-those who hate the light,
praying that they may not finally shut it out. If there -
were no other proof than the letters we have printed
above, it would be patent that French-Canadian evan-
gelization is not a hopeless task. But we thank God
that we have seen many other trophies of His Grace in-
French Canada. We invite the help of God's people in
furthering the good work that has been begun in His
Name and upon which has already rested the first-
fruits of His blessing.—W:S.W. :

~
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THIS GRACE ALSO
By Dr. John Wilmot .

The;'efore, as ye abound in everything, in faith, and
utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in
your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also

(2 Cor. viii, 7).

N_ chapters eight and nine of this epistle, the apostle

Instructs the people of God concerning the privilege
an-d responsibility of Christian giving. His words in
this connection are no less “the commandment of the
Aord,” and, therefore, “given by inspiration of God,”
than is, for example, his treatment of the Mosaic and
Gospel .dispensations, and the excelling glory of the
latter, in chapters three and four; or his appealing

presentation of the ministry of God’s reconcilinglove

in chapter five. And the manner in which he deals with
the subject, and the terms employed, afford it an exalted
place in the economy of grace. The apostle’s words are
the words of the Spirit.
peal for a needy cause; he is rathér shewing that giving
—Scriptural giving—is an evidence of grace bestowed;
among the fruit of the Spirit—a cluster of virtues in-
cluding “this grace also.” Theré is, therefore, no exag-
geration in his treatment of the subject, or in his lofty
description of giving as a Christian virtue. ’

Had ministers and church officers heeded these words;
had Christians practically regarded them, and had the
Church remained thus in “subjection unto- the gospel
of 'Christ” (ix,»13), how would she have been saved
the descent to—yea, and below—the level of the fashion
of this world, and her resort to God-dishonouring-meth-
ods of meeting her financial obligations. And how en-
riched in spiritual life and service she would have -be-
come, instead of being found, as Laodicea in the
all-penetrating view of her Lord, “wretched and miser-
able, and poor, and blind, and naked.” For herein is
God’'s immutable law of spiritual increase and prosperity.
In Moses’ day, “he that had gathered much had: nothing
over; and he that had gathered little had no lack” (viii,
15);.and Solomon wrote, “There is that scattereth and
yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than
is meet, and it tendeth to poverty (ix, 6 margin). Alas!
the Church has forgotten the words of the Lord Jesus,
words she was exhorted to remember, “how He said,
it is more blessed to give than to receive.” She has
sown sparingly; she has‘ reaped also sparingly.

Writing. on this subject, and in referring to these
chapters, Dr. Arthur T. Pierson said, “When the prin-

ciples’ and precepts of our Lord on giving are collated-

and compared, they are found to contain the materials
of a complete ethical system on the subject of ,money,
its true nature, value and use. Should these sublime
and unique teachings be translated into living, the efféct
not only upon benevolent work, but upon our whole
spiritual character, would be incalculable. This body
of truth. scattered through the four Gospel narratives,
is gathered up and methodically presented by Paul in
-that exhaustive discussion of Christian giving in 2 Cor.
viii and ix.” And not énly so; our Lord based His
teaching on Moses and the Prophets, and in these
chapters the apostle enforces and applies to the Chris-
‘tian Church, the sum and substance of instruction previ-
ously given, both in the Scripture of the Old' Testament
and by our Lord Jesus ‘Christ. Here are the Spirit’s
final precepts for the direction of Christian giving, and
of Church finance.

He is making no forceful ap- .

The apostle introduces the subject by informing the
Corinthian Christians of the generosity of the Mace-
donian Churches, and he sets forth the abounding riches
of their liberality, and. the grace which was thus evinced,
as an example to be followed. But altogether eclipsing
any example set by fellow-believers, is the amazing
grace of their Lord, Who, though He was rich, yet for
their sakes became poor, that they, through His poverty
might be rich. Having thus spoken of exemplary grace
in others, the apostle proceeds to exhort the Corinthians
—and through them, all believers the age through—to
do likewise, to “perform the doing of it”; and he further
encourages them in the “performance,” by the promise
of a bountiful reaping from a bountiful sowing, and by
the fact that God, to Whom they give, and Who “loveth
a cheerful giver,” is the magnanimous Rewarder of all
such, multiplying their seed, and inereasing their fruit,
and enriching.them with His abounding grace, and an
all-sufficiency in all things—a wealth of divine blessing
consequent upon the grace of liberality.

How did the Macedonian Christians give? For their
“forwardness” provided the “occasion” of the enuncia-
tion of -the principles set forth in these -chapters. In
the first place, they were marked by genuine consecration
of life- and substance to God. “They first gave their
own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.”
Their giving to the apostles, to the work, or to alleviate
the distress of fellow Christians, was the evidence that
they had given themselves unto the Lord. This principle
the Secripture recognises in “various relations. Christ
and His redeemed are one. - “Both [He that sanctifieth,
and they who are sanctified, are all of one, for which
cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren.” There-
fore, is it written, “He that receiveth-you receiveth Me,”
and “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least
of these My. brethren, ye have done it unto Me.” So
it was that Saul of Tarsus persecuted the Lord in per-
secuting the church. And thus also Peter would prove
his love to Christ by feeding 'Christ’s sheep. <

We are not our own, having been purchased by th
blood of Jesus; spirit, soul and body, we are His. And
it is in cognizanee of this fact that the injunction “Pre-
sent your bodies a living sacrifice,” and the like, are
written. If the words “ye are not your own,” in the
fulness of their content and meaning, be recognised,
the unreserved devotion of our lives and substance to
the Lord’s pleasure will be transformed from duty to
delight.  There will be abundance of. joy in abounding
liberality. ) . . .

When the apostle writes of his personal relation to
the Lord Jesus in the terms of gain and loss, he testifies
that he has suffered the loss of all things on account of |
the surpassing excellency of the knowledge of Christ.
But his gains according to the flesh were already
reckoned loss; he had written them down as one huge
loss, and having “counted” them thus, their cost to him -
was negligible, for the loss of a loss is a gain. and he
had gained Christ and His righteousness. It would
seem to be according to this principle of reckoning that
the Macedonian Christians viewed.and practised what
in these chapters is regarded as exemplary giving, for
“they first gave their own selves,” and so of their sub-
sequent gift—already acknowledged to be the Lord’s—
without any qualification they could have said, “We
give Thee but Thine Own.” Believers are stewards; not
owners but trustees; receiving all from God and holding
\all in trust for God. .

~
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Naught that I have my own I call,
"I hold it for the Giver;~

My heart, my strength, my life, my all,
Are Hls, and His forever.

The apostle proceeds to regulate the pmctwe of giving.
The divine prescription should-be followedi in this as
in other matters generally regarded ds more distinctly
spiritual in their nature. In the judgment of Scripture
the Christian’s monetary-matters are spiritual matters.
The metaphor of sowing ;an‘d reaping is employed. The -
reaping is spiritual, and ‘“whatsoever a man soweth
that shall he also reap” is a law whlch changeth not. -

. God reg'ards the spirit of the giver rather than the °

value of the gift. Giving is a spiritual grace although
the gift is a thing, in itself, material.

" In the dispensation of the law we recognise the govern-
ment of God. To be “not under the law but under
grace” does not mean withdrawal or abandonment of
divine rule and atthority; rather is it true that grace
enables the Christian to do what the law commanded.
It is the grace of God which teaches, trains, disciplines;

-~ it-ig in a dispensation of grace that the Scripture says, .
Thus'

. “Let everything be done decently and in order.”

we find regulations for the Christian’s faith ahd practice,

including the motive and method of his contributions

to the work of the Lord.

. One of the foremost of these is that giving must be
‘proportionate; it is to be “according to that ¢ man hath.”

Divine wisdom is.needed in the division of income and

the allocation of gift. - The Scripture directs.that per- -

sonal necessities, including home needs and comforts
and those of dependents, be provided. Negligence as .
to this is tantamount to'a denial of the faith! (1 Tim.
v, 8-16). The mlmstry also must. be duly supported
(1 Cor. ix, 14; Gal vi, 6; 1 Tim. v, 17-18, &ec,) ~ “The
household of falth” is to receive especially: of our bounty,
and l'astly, we -are commanded. to “do goodl unto all”
(Gal. vi, 10.)

-What percentage of income should be ear-marked
speclally for the Lord’s treasury? The law of Moses
stipulated-one-tenth. In the epistle to thé Romans the
apostle ‘shews that, as touching“Christian conduct, re-
_ sponsibility is not lessened by reason of the ‘change of

dispensation from law to grace. Rather 1s it enhanced.

-“Shall we sin because we are not under the'law but under_

,grace? God forbid.” In like manrier we may ask, Shall the
- proportion of income devoted to -God be smaller because
the Christian is no longer under law bu‘t under grace?
God: forbid. While bearing in mind the several obliga-
tions enjoined by Secripture (referred to above) and
providing. for their due_discharge, let each, “according
. to-that a man-hath,” determine—not how meagre, but—
how large a proportion. may be set aside for the work
. of the Lord.

Emphasis is given to.the freedom, as well as to.the

" . responsibility of the individual in making his decision.

“Each man, according as he purposeth in his heart, so
let him give.” The words imply a deliberate resolve,
definite and sincere.” It is to be made “in his heart.!”
The careless giver is not acceptable. Giving must be
considerate; the amount purposed as.before God, and

’ presented as unto the Lord. -
Guidance in determining .the percentage is also sup-
plied, God’s acceptance of jthe gift, be it large or small,
-is conditioned by the willingnesa of the giver—*“If there
" be first a willing mind, it is accepted.” ' Cheerfulness
also must characterise the giving; a cheerfulness whlch

T~

. is ‘better .understood br the word joyfulness, yea, hilarity.

If the gift be of constraint, or grudgmgly made, God
is not honoured thereby nor the domnor blessed therein.
Oh, to be marked by this eager, joyous excitement in
our giving unto the Lord! Liberality is also enjoined.
The Macedonian Churches were rich in liberality, and
the Corinthians were encouraged to imitate them in
“abundant” and “bountiful” giving. For the law of re-
turn and rewaird operates in the realm of grace as in

.. the sphere of nature—a plentlful harvest cannot be- ex-

cept from a bountlful sowing.

Throughout this apostohc treatise a lofty place 1s.
assigned to 'Christian giving. It i8 spoken of as “a
grace,” in company with other graces. “This grace
also” g'-ives to it a relative position. It is not a little
surprising, on a first hearing or reading, to find the
Christian’s monetary contributions so described. Pulpit
intimations generally more frequently refer to the.
organigsing of some. financial scheme or effort, than to
the willing and joyous offermgs of God’s people.
stead of the believer’s privilege in this matter receiving
exposition,, the church is more accustomed to numerous
and pressing appeals. The emphasis is often placed
upon the gifts and the givers, resulting in a glorying in
men, rather than glvmg being regarded as the expres-
sion of the gracé” of ‘God received, and thus becoming

“abundant by many thanksgivings unto God »

Scriptural glvmg is the outcome of grace bestowed,
havmg its origir and source in God (vm, 1.) The g'lft
itself is so named (vm, 4), and what is more amazing
than all else, the same word is used of the grace of our
Lord=Jesus (Christ.

Other graces are mentioned, andl giving. is classed-
among them, having equality of place (viii, 7.) Faith.
is the first named, for ““without faith it is impossible to
pledise God”; and. Utterance, Knowledge, Diligence—

‘these must be supplied or superadded; and Love, the

superlative virtue—*““above all things, put on love,’which .
is the bond-of perfectness.” In these the Corinthians
already abounded, but, writes the ‘apostle, “see that ye
abound in ‘this grace also”—this grace of liberal giving:
For by this-is proved the genuineness of love-(viii, 8);
and in this Service is also exhibited the reality of a
professed ‘subjection unto the gospel of Christ (ix, 13.) |
The apostle concludes with an outhurst of “thanks,”
or grace, “unto God for His unspeakable gift;y” a gift
the value of which it is 1mposs1b1e fully to dleclare It
cannot be that Paul had in his mind anything less than
God's supreme gift, the gift of His Son, of which he
speaks in viii, 9. He frequently breaks out into thanks-
giving in the midst of his epistles, and he iz always

moved - thereto -by the thought of the unspeakable gift -- S

of ‘God, a theme which captlvated' and gave character
to his entire life and service.

Thou didst not.spare Thine only Son,
But gav’st Him for a world undone,
And freely with that Blessed One

) Thou givest all. -

As from Thyself'we all derive - s

Our life, our gifts, our power to give,

Oh, may we ever to Thee live, )
Who givest all!

God does not "comfort us to make us comfortable but
to make us comforters:—JOWETT o ot

In-
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* “IHE PRIEST, THE WOMAN AND
THE CONFESSIONAL” -

Chmlquy’s Famous Book To Be- Available
Once More

For a long time it was impossible to obtain the famous
book by “Father” Chiniquy entitled The Priest, the
Woman and the Confessional. THE GOSPEL WITNESS
printed a Jlarge edition of this book, which was soon
exhausted and then put it on the presses a second time.
Once* more this edition was sold out, and we have been
compelled to inform those who enquired for it that it
was out of stock. A good friend of THE GOSPEL WITNESS

-~ who recognizes-a good-book when he sees. it, has promised

to underwrite the expense of reprinting this valuable
book and informs us that we may expect to-have copies
available within the next month. ‘Our good friend has
further promlsed' that any proﬁts that may accrue from
this venture in which his capital is laid out, will be used
for THE GOSPEL. WITNESS. We therefore take this op-
portunity of informing our readers of the reappearance
of this useful book at one dollar each. Send your orders
in to THE GoSPEL WITNESS, 180 ‘Gerrard St. East, To-
ronto’ in order, that your copy may be sent_as soon as it
comies off the pressés.—W.S.W."

ABUSE
John Wesley one day remarked to Dr. Adam Clarke,
“As I was walking through 8t..Paul’'s Churchyard I
observed two women standing opposite to one.another.
- One was speaking and gesticulating violently, while the
other stood -perfectly still and in silence. Just as I
came up. and was about to p4ss them, the virago, clench-
. ing her fist and stamping her foot at her imperturbable
. neighbour, ex'cla.imed ‘Speak wretch, that I may have,

.-something to say.’ Adam,” said Wesley, “that was 2
lesson to me: sllence is often’the best answer {0 abuse.”

~ X (.
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| THE WORD OF GOD |
The Word of God is- the holy of holies—jyea, the only

'holy thing which we" Chnstlans have and know. For

though we possessed the bones of all the saints, or holy
and consecrated garments piled up-in a heap, that would
avail us nothing; for these are all dead things that can
make no one holy. But God’s Word is the treasure that
makes all things holy, by which the saints themselves

"became holy. Whenever we ‘teach, preach, read or con-

sider God’s Word, our person, the day, our work, are
all thereby hallowed, not because of the external work
but because of the word which makes saints of us all.
Therefore I always say that all our life must be accord-
ing to the-Word of God, if it is to be pleasing to God and
holy. in His sight.—MARTIN LUTHER

Bible School Lesson Outline

First Quarter’ Lesson 4 ,Janugry 22, 1950

. OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

.. Eph. 2:1;. 1 Pet. 2:24).

_and

.2:32-36; Rom. 1:3, 4).
] believes is raised into new 1life -(Gal. 6:15; Eph. 2:4-6),

- day (Ep!

NEW LIFE IN CHRIST

.. Lesson Text: Romans 6:1-14.

Golden. Text: “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift
of God is eternal life through Jesus Chnst our Lord ”
—Romans 6:28.

1. Walking'in Newness of Life: verses 1-10.

‘Chapters 6 to 8 form the third division of the Epistle.

The holiness of God, which was._lacking in man (Rom, 1-8)

'and imputed to the believer through faith in Christ (Rom.

4, b), will also be imparted to him by the risen and ascended
Christ through the Holy Spirit (Rom. 6-8). Those whom
the Lord pronounces righteous will also be made righteous;
the just shall be made holy.

° People who are determined to go the1r own way will find
strange excuses for their conduct; even ‘Satan’ will quote
Scripture in the attempt to justify himself (Matt. 4: :6). Some
might argue that since “where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound” .(Rom. 5:20), or in other words, the greater
the sin, the greater the grace, therefore to sin much would
mean that more grace would be made manifest (Rom. 3:8).
The Apostie answers strongly in the negative, “May it not
be s0” (v. 16; Rom. 8:4, 6, 31). Sin may be the occasion,
but never the cause of grace. As far as the Christian is
concerned; more grace results in less sin. The one who  was
formerly dead in sin has now become dead to sin (Gal. 6:14;
Just as a corpse makes no response
to the .outside world, so does the Christian become insensible
gozzr;any of the appeals of his former sphere of hfe (Gal.

The Christian is 1dent1f1ed with Christ the moment he
believes, for he is at that time baptized into Christ by the
Holy Spirit (1 Cor, 12:13). All that Christ is, and all that-
He did will be attributed to those of whom He is the Repre-
sentatlve, just as all the people. of a nation become party to
a pledge or pact signed i its envoy on their behalf.
cauge of his union with Christ, the believer is reckoned as
having died to sin in the death of Christ, and as having
risen with Him in His resurrection. The ordinance of bap-
tism. ﬁctures the death, burial and resurrection of Christ,

the one who is baptized confesses that he counts the
death, burial and resurrection of Christ to have been for
him (Gal 3:27; Col. 2:12, 13). It would seem that verse 3
refers to the baptlsm of the believer into Christ by. the Holy
Spirit, and that verse 4 refers to water baptism, which is
the symbolic representation of the spiritual truth of our
union with Christ.

Christ rose from the dead by a stupendous miracle, by a
display of power and,glory so unique that this event is set
forth as the proof‘that Christ was the Son of God (Acts
By that same power the sinner. whg
an
by that Eower he is enabled to live victoriously from ay to.

1:15-23). Let us avail ourselves of the resources -
at our disposal ( ph 4:20-24). :

The truth of our union thh Chnlt is illustrated by the
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process of grafting (v. 5; John 15:1-8; Rom. 10:17-24). Since .

we have been grafted into Christ as shoots are grafted into
a tree, our life has become one with His. We have become
_ partakers of His Divine nature, and we may share in His
glorious resurrection power, just as the grafted shoots derive
life and sustenance from the tree to which they are attached.
- The “old man”, the corrupt human nature which we in-
herited through Adam, received its death blow at Calvary
(Eph. 4:22; Col. 3:9, 10); its dominion was broken on the
cross of Christ. The expression “the body of sin” probably
zﬁfegsdto sin viewed as an organized power acting through

e body. .

A slave’s bondage terminated at death. Once death had
intervened, the master would have no power over his former
slave; the law binding the slave would no longer be valid.
Similarly, those who have died with Christ have been ac-
.quitted, and the claims against them by their former master,
sin, have been discharged. Let us stand fast in our new
liberty (Gal. 5:1). ‘

The freedom of the believer is described also in legal

. language. Once a person had been executed, he would be
regarded as entirely justified or separated from the crime
for which punishment had been exacted (John 8:36; Gal.
2:19; 1 Pet. 4:1). Christ died once and for all (Heb. 9:25-28;
10:10-14) and paid in full the penalty due to us.. The sen-
tence of death will never again be meted out to Him or to
those who have taken shelter beneath His cross (John
3:16-18; 5:24).

It is well to remember that the life of Christ after He
arose from the grave is distincet in many respects from His
existence upon this earth prior to the crucifixion. He was
no longer subject to the limitations of the flesh as before

. (John 20:19, 25), for His Spirit was now- in complete control
(Acts 1:9; 1 Cor. 15:42-44; 1 Tim. 3:16; 1 Pet. 4:1, 2). He
had vanquished sin; He had satisfied the claims of the law,
and He had destroyed the power of death (1 Cor. 15:55-57;
Gal. 3:13; 4:4, 5; Col. 2:14; Heb. 2:14, 15; Rev. 1:18). The
fruits of His victory may be shared by all who put their
trust in Him. . )

II. Setrving in Newness of Spirit: verses 11-14. ,
What a great deal of misery we should save ourselves,

if we would but take God at His word! He asks us to count
as true His word that we have died with Christ and risen

. with Him, and He exhorts us to act accordingly (2 Cor. 5:14,
15; Col. 3:1-3; 2 Tim. 2:11). No longer are we under the

necessity of obeying the sinful impulses of the flesh, if we
belong to Christ.
cravings of the old nature is now gloriously possible. Christ
has gained the victory for us; the enemy is no longer irre-
sistible or unconquerable (2 Cor. 2:14),. The Christian must

Victory over the enslaving habits and-

not allow the corrupt self with its leanings toward sin and
death to be supreme (Rom,.13:14). Christ must b€ enthroned
in the life. .

The act of placing oneself at the disposal of God is de-
geribed in terms of military lifé (v. 13). The two opposing
armies are led, the one by Satan and sin, the other by God.
The believer’s bodily powers, his mind and his will are as
weapons to be used in the service of his Commander and
King (Rom. 12:1, 2).

An old Roman law provided that if a man should travel
beyond the limits of the land, he would not be subject to
the laws of Rome. Debts contracted at home could not be
collected, and he would be freed from all.the obligations
and restrictions, but at the same time from all the pro-
tection and privileges of Rome, as long as he remained,
abroad. The believer has been delivered from the land con-.
trolled by sin and Satan (v. 14), and has been translated
to the kingdom ruled by our Saviour (Col. 1:13). Sin, then,

_ cannot demand his allegiance; he does not have to commit

sin. We hear, sometimes, this excuse for wrong-doing, “I
could not help it.” The believer need no longer be under
such bondage. Nor can the law catch up with the believer
and demand its sentence of death, for in Christ he has been
transported from the realm ‘of the law to the realm of free
grace (John 1:17). We gladly, then, and wholeheartedly
should serve the Lord, Who has liberated us from bondage.l

FOR JUNIOR CLASSES:
The story of the resurrection of Christ may be reviewed,
and by means of illustrations such as the planting of grain

" (John 12:24; 1 Cor. 15:36, 42-44) and renewal of natural life

in the spring of the year, some of the results of His resur-
rection may be emphasized; for example, the certainty of
the resurrection of the bodies of -all. (John 5:25-29; 1 Cor.
15:22), the promise of everlasting life for those who believe
upon Him .(John 3:14-16; 11:25, 26), and the power to live
in a way which will be pleasing to God.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

Jan. 16—Union with CRIISt e John 15:1-8,
Jan. 17——Baptized into Christ -

~Jan. 18—Raised with Christ Col. 3:1-10.
Jan. 19—Glorified with Christ .. Eph. 2:1-7.
Jan. 20—Living unto Christ .. 2 Cor. 5:14-21.
Jan, 21—Walking in the SpPirit: ..o Gal. 5:17-26.
Jan. 22—Service with Christ ......-. e ROmM, 6:15-23.

. SUGGESTED HYMNS )
Dying with Jesus. Help me, O Lord! Free from the law.
Movre holiness give me. Take my life, and let it be. Saviour,
Thy dying love.
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