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I T may be that some undiscerning people will be dis· not concern Presbyterians alone. If that were so, we 
posed to charge us with making "much ado about should not touch it. 

D'Dthing". Truro, N.S., is not a large city. St. James Questions Which Concern All Believers 
Presbyterian Church is not a large church. But a rul The questions raised by Mr. Rockwood have been 
prophet of the Lord does not need a very large platform matters of discussion in the columns of this paper for 
on which to put his feet, if he is fired by the truly great twenty-five years. It is Mr. Rockwood's "prosecution" 
message of the gospel.' by the Presbytery of Halifax-Lunenburg that gives 

We have. carefully read Mr. Rockwood's sermons which special significance to his testimony. It is a revelation 
we publish in this issue. We, publish them so that every- of tile official, attitude of tha.t Presbytery. We do not 
one may have a chance of reading and judging for them- say that their action would be endorsed by all other 
selves. The charges made by the Presbytery of Halifax- Presbyteries, or by the General Assembly of the Presbx
Lunenburg against Mr. Rockwood, and their resultant lEirian Church. We should be delighted to believe that 
verdict following the "trial", finding Mr. ,Rockwood the O1!neral Assembly, when it meets, will hasten to 
"guilty" of following a "divisive course", are all based repudiate t·he action of the Halifax,-Lunenburg Presby
upon these sermons., tcry; and that in the meantime Presbyteries through-

So far as we are concerned, we give Mr. Rockwood a out the Dominion will clear 'their' skirts by declaring 
clean bill of health. We can find no, fault with these their opposition to the Maritime Presbytery's stand. 
sermons at all. True, they are cont-roversial deliverances. Last Sunday evening there were probably scores, if 
But then no man can preach the gospel without being not hundreds of Presbyterian eMers present in Jarvis, 
a controversialist. If he derives his authority from Street. We met a number of them, everyone of whom 
Scripture on the ground of its divine inspiration and approved of our stand in defending l\Ir. Rockwood, and 
infallibility, he is immediately challenged, and must' spoke in condemnation of the action of the Halifax
defend his posiUon. If he' proclaims ~he dc.ctrine of the Lunenburg Presbytery. We feel the deepest confidence 
incarnation, and hfs belief that Jesus Christ had a that there are thousands of solid Presbyterian Evange
human mother, bu.t no human father, again. the enemy licals throughout the Dominion, who will feel just as 
will dispute with him, and he must defend his teach- much shocked and outraged 'by the- action of Rev. F. 
ing there. Should he proclaim the truth of the sub- Lawson and his associates as we do ourselves. We 
stitutionary atonement, that Jesus Christ gave H.is life, believe, too, that that applies to a very great number, 
"a rans~m instead ?f many:', that He :wa~ sl~In for we hopg the great majority, of Presbyterian ministers. 
our offences, and raised agalll for our Justification, he But the only way by' which Presbyterian ministers, and 
will find this truth denied, and again he must be on the elders. or Presbyteries, can free themselves from all 
defensive. Should h-e preach from th~ third chapter ~f 'complicity in the Halifax-Lunenburg Presbytery's' op
John, on, "Ye must be born again", he would be, certam position to the gospel is by'openly declaring themselves. 
to give offence to many. Indeed, there is no aspect of ' 
gospel truth which any man can faithfully proclaim Corre8pondence Invited , 
without running counter to "the carnal mind, which This paper offel's the hospitality of its colu'mn!l to any 
is enmity against God". Presbyterian who will write us r~pudiating the Halifax

Lunenburg action; only please remember our space is 
J The -Design of This Edition ,limited, and make your communications as brief as 

The design of' this special edition is to set the whole possible. 
story before the Christian public of Canada, so far as We were half inclined to say that we would publish 
we' are able to reach it. We are,sending a copy of this sllch letters with, or without, signatures; but on second 
issue to every Presbyterian, minister and Presbyterian thought lve think that' would destroy the value of any 
official in Canada. who!le name we can obtain. We are filuch communication; for any man,Presbyterian. Baptist, 
doing the same to all Baptists, lo, all ministers an~ officials or what not, who is 'unwilling to let his opposition be 
of lhe United Chul'ch, to all millistt~I's and officials of the known in respect to these great issue!!. is of no vaiue to 
Anglican Church, and to ministers of the' smaller de-' anyone, or to any side, in such a controversy. 
nominations so far as we are able to obtain their names. Names Requested 

Why do we do this? Because the matter at issue does We invite our readers to send us in names to whom 
'. 
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they would like a copy of this paper mailed. ~end th.em 
in by the hundreds and by the thousands. In doing so, 
please remember we have no capital, but depend upon 
the co-operation of all sympathetic readers to keep THE 
GOSPEL WITNESS enterprise going. It will cost us about 
seven cents per single copy of this particular issue 
(which is twice the size of the regular sixteen-page 
weekly edition) so that when you send us names, try to 
send us the cost of postage and printing, at the rate of 
se.ven cents per copy, when they have to be mailed as 
single copies. For distribution in bundles of twenty-five 
or more, we can supply them at the rate of five cents 
per copy. We suggest that our readers make careful 
selection of members of the church to which they belong, 
and make a contribution toward their information, by 
sending 1,lS their names and. seven cents, per name, to 
cover the ~ost of printing and mailing. 

WHY WE APPEAL TO TIlE GOSPEL 
WITNESS FAMILY FOR HELP 

I N the particular case of the Truro controversy the 
daily papers have done unusually well in publishing 

fulI, and clear, and understandable reports. Our only 
criticism has been of certain headlines, not all of them, 
which, to the casual reader, would be rather misleading. 
But on the whole, the secular press has done well, and 
lias presented quite fairly both sides of . the controversy. 
But, of course, they could not print Mr. Rockwood's 
sermons, although ,some of the papers printed extensive 
quotations from them. 

No Press Reports of Sermons on Romanism 
It is noteworthy, however, that the public press 

practically ignored Mr. Rockwood's sermons on Roman
ism. For this, and the other reasons named above, we 
decided to ,print all of M.r. Rockwood's published sermons 
for the information of the Christian public. We are 
sure there will 'be no other periodical 'in the entire 

- Dominion of Canada that will do so. When we, our
• selves, were misrepresented, and maligned, and so 

notoriously lied abou~ more than twenty-six years ago, 
and for eight to ten years thereafter, there was no 
publication that came to our help. There was no one 
to help correct the calumnies which were set in circula
tion by McMaster University and its affiliates, from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific. We have had to live them down 
by degrees .. 

We desire that people should know the truth about 
Mr. Rockwood as widely as possible from the beginning; 
hence, without cons)lltation with him, and without his 
knowledge, this special edition is is~ued. It is our 
earnest hope that _ Evangelicals of all denominations, 
reading this !lumber, will recognize the value of THE 

. GOSPEL WITNESS as a defender of the faith, and a pro
pagator of Protestant Evangelical principles. _ 

This Special Edition 'Of 50,000 
We are printing an extra edition of fifty thousand. 

It 'will cost us a very great deal of money. Sunday night 
we asked the crowded congregation for a second offer
ing to help defray' the cost of this edition. The offer
ing amounted to about three hundred and twenty-five 
dollars. For that, we were very grateful; but it is a 
mere drop in the bucket compared with the expense of 
this edition. So we ask Evangelicals everywhere, who 
read this edition, 'if they agree with us, and recognize 
the value of the .work THE GOSPEL WITNESS is doing, 
that they will not content themselves with saying, "God 
bless you", but will immediately send us a substantial 
contribution toward the expense of our effort. We need, 
literally, some thousands of dollars to pay for it. We 
are the more anxious about this, -because we are just 
nearing the end of our fiscal year, March 31st. If pos
sible we want this edition to pay its way, so that it will 
not put THE GOSPEL WITNESS Fund "in the red" at. the 
end of the year. . 

Readers who are not subscribers may find an interest 
in the last page of this issue. Remember that an action 
deferred is very likely to 'become an action neglected, 
and ultimately forgotten. Therefore, do it now! Send 
us your cheque, or your bills, by return mail. What a 
testimony it would be to Evangelical sentimen.t through
out the Dominion if we were able to announce in our 
next issue that the full cost -of this special edition had 
been met by contributions from our GOSPEL WITNESS 
family! . 

- Please help us generously, a~d at once, toward this end. 

HAVE YOU ANSWERED THE EDITOR'S 
ANNUAL LETTER? 

Please see the last page. 

MODERN ECCLESIASTICISM MISNAMED 
"PROTESTANT" 

A CAREFUL study of the addr~'ss contained in this is
sue will disclose· the fact that Mr. Rockwood was "prb

secuted" and brought to -"trial", for daring to criticize 
preachers in the pulpit, and professors in their academic 
chairs, and for saying that the church, including the 
:t:;resbyterian Church, was "sick unto death," 

Whether Mr. Rockwood's charges were valid or not, 
in a country where we are supposed. to elljoy religious 
liberty and free speech, that would not aJlpear to us to be 
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a very great offence. But ecclesiastics, who are not 
prophets, are generally very sensitive individuals. They 
depend for their influence, not upon their personal worth, 
nor the' value 'of their message-usually they have 
none-but upon their place in the church, and their 
official position. 

We did not know, however, that "'Protestant" churches 
regarded their ministers as sacrosanct. They were not 
so regarded in New Testament times. When the Apostle 
Paul withstood Peter to the face "because he was to be 
blamed," and that on a question of doctrinal principle 
and practice, the apostolic church did not call a special 
meeting of "Presbytery" in order to censure Paul; nor 
did· they command him to repent of his "divisive course." 
I~ Prosecutor Frank Lawson, and his associates in 
Presbytery had lived in Paul's time, they would probably 
have insisted that he burn his epistles, and refrain from 
further publicity, and hand the management of the. 
churches in Galatia, and elsewhere, over to some Session. 
The Session, we understand, is a kind of sitting, and 
most members of Sessions are more inclined to sit than 
to stand on their feet, and' go to work. 

But Prosecutor Lawson, and his associates, com
manded Mr. Rockwood to hand over the management of 
his church. to the Session. We llave evidently greatly 
misunderstood Presbyterianism. We supposed that in 
the Presbyterian Church a minister, ·himself a presby
ter, really counted for something! 

But reducing this whole matter to first principles, the 
crux of it all is this: Mr. Rockwood was censured for his 
anti-clericalism, 'and, if you like, his anti-ecclesiasticism.' 
We should have expected,this sort of thing in a Rl)man 
Catholic camp. The Roman Church defines sin in terms 
of the transgression of canon law, not of the Scriptures; 
hence, in terms of opposition to the clergy, the "inferior" 
clergy, and the higher clergy. If this. controversy is 

, ,resolved into its elements, it will be found that, in 
principle, it is exactly the ,charge that would be brought 
against a Roman Catholic for refusing to submit to the 
priest. Where, and while, the spirit of Prosecutor Law
son obtains, we may expect ,so-called Presbyterians to 
flirt with 'the church of Rome, with .}'Vhose ecClesiasticism 

. / 

they are in full sympathy. ' 

, "-

ARE PROTE$TANT CHURCHES ROMEWARD 
BOUND? 

CERTAIN Toronto clergymen vigorously denied that 
I there was any tendency in this direction, and yet 

Dr.' Arnup, ex-Moderator of the United Church of Can
ada, told the Canadian Council of Churches that the 
unity of Protestantism, and the world's weal in general, 
could be secured only by the co-operation of Protestant-
ism with Roman Catholicism. ' 

In answer to the Toronto clergymen's denial we print 
the following double dispatch from Th.e Globe·anuJ, Mail 
of March 4th:' ' 

Reunion of Caiholics and Protestants Urged 
,By AJl-glican' Bishop of Algoma 

:Sault Ste. Marie, Ont., !March 3 (CP).'-':'A plea for a 
"united Christial! church" was made yesterday and to
day by Rt. Rev. W. L. Wright, Anglican bishop of 
Algoma diocese . 

Both ,in a sermon preached on Sunday and in a state
ment released to-day, B~shop Wright pleaded for "re
?nion of all Christians, both Catholic and Protestant, 
m one church." 

"The Anglican Communion' is both Catholic and Prot
estant," he said. 

"She will throwaway her opportunity to serve as a' 
'bridge-church' if she stresses only a nominal union 
with Protestants and abandons her position in regard 
to the apostolic ministry, which she holds in common 
with the Catholic three-fourths of Christendom." 

Sees Ontario Threat 
London, Ont., March 3 (CP).-Prof. G. A. ,Cornish 

of the University of Toronto declared at a United Church 
Ministerial Association meeting here to-day that French
Catholics are trying' to "crush Ontario, on every side," 
and to create a new province called "Laurentia" in 
Northern Ontario. . 

He said he had found a large tract between Hearst 
and ,Cochrane in which there are about 137 separate 
schools and only 17 public schools. The former are 
maintained largely by 'Ontario Government grants, 
although "almost all instruc~ion is 'in French." 

A SIGNIFICANT- LETTER 

WE publish below a very kind letter received from 
one who, though not a member of Jarvis Street 

Church, and not a Baptist, has long been a friend of our 
work. We publish the letter, not because of its com
plimentary character, but for the value of its biblical 
teaching. We think it is espedally appropriate just now 
and in this edition, in view of Mr. Rockwood's so-called 
"divisive course". . 

We believe there are many ministers who love the 
Lord and His gospel, who find themselves "cribbed 
cabined, and ,confined", in their present denominationai 
affiliation, and Who would defy the attempted control 
of denominational officialdom, but for their fear for their 
own security. We commend to any such the letter below. 
We have the utmost confidence that if ministers would 
cast themselves upon the Lord, and trust Him to see 
them through, they would find the scripture fulfilled in 
their own experience: "Ye shall know the truth and the 
truth shall make you free ... If the Son therefore shall 
make -you fl'ee, ye shall be, free indeed." 

Rev. T. T. Shields, D.D., 
Jarvis Street Baptist Church, 
130 'Gerrard St. East, • 
T()ronto, Ontario. 
Dear Dr. Shields: 

Toront<;>, Ontario. 
March 4th, 1947. 

Through physical inability I was unable to attend 
your great Thanksgiving Service for a debt-free 
chul'ch, and am glad it was so well reported in 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS. That issue should prove a 

, benediction ana inspiratipn wherever it goes. Pro
foundly impressed by the significance of it all I am 
yielding to a persistent urge to write this 'letter. 
Though not a member of your communion, I trust 
I am not presuming too much-kindly bear with me. 
Fro~ the t~m~ of your' great conflict, ending in 

your dIsassocIatIon with the "Old' Convention", I 
hav,e followed the progress of your work with keen
est interest and admiration. It was a crisis indeed 
'not merely among Baptists, but for the Christia~ 
Church at large; and I have always felt that God 
was in i1 holding and directing you all in your great 
effort. Frankly, it is inconceivable that you should 
have had such amazing success against such formid
able odds and unremitting inter.ferences, were it 
not that you had indeed "come to the kingdom for 
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such a time as this"-for the divine purpose now so 
clearly indicated and demonstrated. After reading 
that report of this memorable Thanksgiving Service, 
I could 'but exclaim, "What hath God wrought !", 
The enemy thought to dispossess, and later to destroy, 
but God frustrated every effort, and has now given 
you a world parish. . 

Clearly there must be a reason, not generally 
recognized, for the conspicuous success· that has 
attended the effort ~·ou and 'your people have made 
in the face of seemingly insurmountable. obstacles 
and opposition .from so many sources. Surely mere, 
human ability and enterprise cannot alone be ac
cepted as accounting for a work of such character 
and scope. I ,believe there is a threefold answer to 
it all: the first being in the spiritual preparedness, 
at the start, of a large number of your people .for 
the awful shock of congregational dissension, and 
for the loyal stand they took in the great disruption. 
Witnout question this preparedness was the result 
of long years of intensive instruction in the unalter
a,ble truths of the infallibl~ Word of the living God. 
Clearly it was loyalty to God and His cause rather 
than mere support of yourself as their pastor. As 
I have followed the remarkably diversified work at 
Jarvis Street, so wonderfully sustained and ever 
extending, there has been the constant wonder if 
anywhere else there might be found a people, as a 
whole, so comprehensively and intelligently fortified 
and grounded as your people are in the essentials 
of the Christian faith and concerning God's sovereign 
purpose in grace-not as conceived by men, but. as 
revealed in the Scriptures of Truth. Truly, "the 
people who do know their God shall be strong, and 
do exploits". , 

The second answer suggested-and resulting 
largely from the first-is the ever increasfng activity 
in the Lord's wqrk in the initiation and develop
ment of new enterprises for the extension of the 
Kingdom of God, such as the pUblication of your 
llDusually helpful weekly paper, for a wider spread 
of the gospel message and the cultivation of a truly 
Christian conscience; the establishment of a theo-, 
logical seminary to meet the need for orthodox 
pastors, well grounded in the faith, to shepherd new 
chur!!hes' th.:l.t must needs be established through~ 
out this Dominion; the organization and support 
of a new missionary undertaking for. both home and 
foreign work; and, last but not least, the forma
tion and direction of a national league for the safe
guarding of the Protestant faith in our great. Do
minion, as basic to individual liberty, both civil and 
religious-each of these weigh.ty enterprises a major 
undertaking in itself. . 

The third determining factor, and I subm~ the 
most -important 'of them all, undoubtedly was the 
bold, uncompromising and self-sacrificing stand you 
and your associates took and have maintained in 
"defense of the Gospel"-of the Bible as the in
fallible, divine revelation, and of supernaturalism 
as opposed to mere intellectualism--of "the wisdom 
o'f God" ys. "the wisdom of men." And so again we 
see the truth of God, who has "magnified (His) word 
above all (His) name",' verified and exemplified
"Them that honour me I will honour, and they that 
despise me shall 'be lightly esteemed." . 

.A:nd now, while you are gratefully thanking God 
for having fully relieved you of the long-borne 

,burden of responsibility in the rebuilding of your 
great and beautiful church, and maybe feeling you 
might now enjoy a time of respite, I find myself 
greatly hoping that you may be spared to at least 
initiate another building enterprise-this one for 
the more adequate housing of the Toronto Baptist 
Seminary, providing greatly enla,rged and improved 
facilities in anficipation of a constantly greater can 
for pastors and missionaries to carryon the work 
for God now so well initiated and soundly founda
tioned. Later on such a school might be extended 
beyond solely theological courses, to provide general 
academic instruction in a distinctly Christian at
mosphere, safeguarded this time by complete pro
hibition of endowmen~s. With this much in mind, 
I join with the many who earnestly pray that you 
may be spared and strengthened to give many more 
years of leadership and inspiration .to the group you 
have salvaged, shep.herded and built up, that they may 
become a mighty host for God, for Canada, and for 
the world. 1 

Now, since this entire work is of and for God, 
may we not invoke His undertaking care in the 
appropriate words of the Psalmist, "Let Thy work 
appear unto Thy serv~nts, and Thy glory unto 
their children. And let the beauty of the Lord our 
God be upon us: and establish Thou the work of 
our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands 
establish Thou it.;' 

. Humbly and sincerely yours, 
(Signed) . __ ._._ ... _. __ .. _ .... _ .... __ .. :. -

HAVE YOU ANSWERED THE EDITOR'S 
ANNUAL 'LETTER?' 

Please see' the last· page. 

LAST SUNDAY EVENING IN JARVIS STREET 
'JARVIS Street Church was crowded to capaci~y last. 
.' Sunday evening. Many extra chairs were used, as 
well as the gallery steps down to the platform, and the 
gallery steps iIi the gallery aisles. A number, ~oo shy 
to come forward, stood; and there was a fair-sized over-

. '.flow in Greenway Hall.' '" .' 
;:: So far as we were able to judge, the entire congre-
5gation was wholly sympathetic. Swarms 'of people came 

:..;::;:forward afterwards-it seemed to us ·the Presbyterians 
ESwere vastly in the majority=--expressing entire approval 
~~o~ Mr. Rockwood's stand, and of our ~t~empt to stand by 
,~'hIm. Among them was one rather tImId young lady, at 

':::Ieast she was, in her first approach, who said, "I am 
SPerry Rockwood's sister. I came to-night with fear and 
§~rembling, not know~ng wha~ to expect; but I feel all' 

~
~ight now." By a singular coincidence a number of 
members, three or five, we are not sure which, of St. 
fames Church, Truro, being in Toronto, attended, and 

:. Q ·her. too, were c~rdial, and prono~ncedly on the side of 
'i~heIr pastor. ThIS went to show, III thft first place, that· 

, here is still a very general concern over the wholesale 
\ leparture from the faith, so characteristic of all the 

=)rincipal Denominations. And, in the second place, it 
Eshowed that a great host of people, Presbyterian~, 
~Baptists, United Church people, Anglicans, and others,. 

=.g,>ut their loyalty to Christ before loyalty to any De-
inomination. . 
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o 
W4e lfarutl1 &trttt 'uipt!-

Is Rev.' Perry F. Rockwood, Truro, H.· S., 
A Hero of The· Faith, or. a 

nFundamentalist" Fanaf;e? 
Are His OpPolDents Legitimate Critics or Moderni~t Persecutors? 
U Giving Obedience to Christ Precedence Over Subservience to 
Ecclesiastical Denominationalism Proves "Divisive" is it Justifiable? 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 
Preached in Jarvis. Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, .March 9th, 1947 

(.stenographically Reported) 
o . 

"And Pharaoh called unto Moses, and said, Go ye, serve the Lord; only let your 
flocks and your herds be stayed: let your little ones also go with you. . 

"And Moses said, Thou must give us also sacrifices and burnt offerings, that 
we may sacrifice unto the Lord our God. 

"Our cattle also shall go with us; there shall not an hoof be left behind; for 
thereof must we take to serve the Lord our God; and we know not with what we 
must serve the .Lord, until we come thither."-Exodus 10:24-26. 

Prayer before the Sermon ' 
We draw near to Thee, 0 Lord, in recognition and happy 

acknowledgment of Thy sovereign supremacy over us aU. 
Thou art the Lord our -God, the Father, and the .son, and 
the Holy Ghost. We invoke Thine 'aid, that we may be 
enabled to worship Thee in Spirit and in truth. This even
ing we especially give Thee thanks for aU Thy servants in 
this and in' every other age, who have been ready to count 
not their liVes dear unto themselves, that they might win 
Christ, and be found in Him at last, no\; having their own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 
through the faith of Jesus Christ. 

We thank Thee that still Thou hast Thine elect people, 
and Thy faithful ministers. in all denominations, and in 
all lands. Thou dost ·never leave Thyself without witness. 
Thou dost ever, in the darkest day's, reserve to Thyself a 
remnant ~ccording to the election of grace, the seven 
thousand who do not, and will not, bow the knee to Baal. 
For all of these, wherever they may be found, by whatever 
name they may be called, to whatever fellowship they may 
belong-for all of these we give Thee thanks, and we pray 
for Thy blessing upon them all. 

We especially pray this evening for our Brother Rock
wood. We thank Thee for the grace Thou hast given him, 
and for the courag~ous stand he has taken for the faith once 
for all delivered to the saints. We pray that as to-night 
he delivers his final message in the church' of which he has 
been Pastor, before he shall go unto Christ without the 
camp bearing His reproach-we pray that Thou wilt be 
especially near to him. . Give him such a blessi~g in his 
pulpit ministry as he has never knoWn before. Make him 
to know that God is with him, and that when Thou art with 
him, he needs no other helper. 
W~ pray for his wife. We know something of the dif

ficulties the minister's wife must face in such circumstances. 
We pray, therefore" that ,Thou ,wilt keep up her courage, 
and nerve her for the cimflict. Enable her to be, in the 
truest sense, the wife of a soldier, a good soldier for Jesus 
Christ, a comrade in arms, as she has proved, we rejojce 
to know, hitherto. 

We pray for the elders of that charch, and for the great 
majority of the congregation who have been blessed by ,the 
ministry, and who, in heart, stand solidly behind their 
minister.. . 

When the testing time' tomes give them 'all grace to put 
loyalty to Christ before loyalty to any church or denomina
tion. Help them to be true to the gospel at all costs, and 
enable them to take the step necessary to free themselves 
to give a clear testimony to the power. of Christ .. 

GTaciously uphold Thy se~ant Rockwood to-night. And 
then be with him the day after, when the reaction sets in
to-morrow. As Thou didst send Thine angel to minister 
to the weary Elijah, send Thine angel to our Brother 
Rockwood, that he may know that Thou art standing by 
him in his service to-night, and on the morrow, and in all 
the days to follow. Give him a token for good that his 
enemies may see it, and be ashamed because the Lord has 
upheld him. 

We pray for, ourselves to-night. We seek the guidance 
of the divine Spirit. So speak in this service, and through 
the printed page that shall issue thereform, that tens' of 
thousands of people may be influenced for the truth. Oh,. 
revive Thy work in all denominations I-among Presbyterians, 
and Baptists, and United Churchmen, Anglicans, and all 
the smaller bodies who have gone out from these many 
denominations, because they were compelled to. do so in' 
order to be faithful to Thee. ~less them all to-night. Hasten 
the day of Thy coming, the day when all shall know Thee. 

So this evening, take complete charge of this service,. 
and in every part of it let Thy name be glorified through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. . 

"There shall not an hoof be left behind." 

DURING the recent war many retired and semi-retired 
generals, and other officers of the army, admirals, 

and captains, and commanders of the Navy, were recalled 
to active service, like the great Captain Fogarty Fagen 
of the ship "Jervis 'Bay", of which you all read. 

Some of us have long been engaged in contention for 
the faith; so engaged because it became a necessity. 
But we had begun to hope that some of the battles were 
o~er, and th~t w~ ~ight still be a soldier of the King, 
WIth peace-time duties. But it seems as though there 
is no discharge in this way, and so "The Lone··Ranger" 
must "ride again". If before I conclude any of you 
should exclaim, "Heigh Ho, Silver I" I shaH not com
plain that your remark was irrelevant, or irreverent. I 
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would have you to understand that in my discussion this 
evening, if I mentio:v, the names of certain persons, it is 
because they have named themselves. When a man iden

. ti1ies himself as an enemy of the truth, he must not 
expect to be treated as an anonymous opponent. 

In my discussions on Romanism' I have always been 
careful on this platform, and throughout the country 
from coast to coast, to explain that I was opposing er
roneous principles, and a vicious system, and not ·any 
particular persoq. I have frequently said that. I have 
met with Roman Catholics, who, in spite of the super
stition to which they have been exposed, and much of 
which they have imbibed, whom I felt confident had 
come through it all somehow to know the Lord, and they 
were genuinely Christians, trusting the Lord. I have 
no doubt that that' is true of men of all Denominations. 
I have never apologized for being a Baptist-I do not 
intend to begin now. Yet I gladly bear witness that 
some of. the noblest servants of God I have ever met . 
have been Anglican clergymen. Some of the servants 
of God with whom I have had the fullest and sweetest 
fellowship, have been Presbyterians, and not a' few 
members of the United Church, and, believe it or not, 
I still have fellowship with many people called Baptists! 
(Laughter); . 

So I am not speaking· against' any man in particular. 
When a man identifies himself with a system, and de
fends it, and acts as its instrument, he must not ask to 
be exempt from the war. It were vain for a man to 
go to war unless he expects the enemy 'will shoot at him. 
I have known some brave warriors who went into con-

.. flict under that delusion, much to their later disillusion
ment and discomfort. 

Graduate of Acadia and Knox Attended Montreal 
. I do not know Rev. Perry F. Rockwood intimately. I 

. met him last suinm~r. At the time- of the -General 
Assembly he was in this congregation one/evening, and 
he made himself known to. me after. He told me that he 
was a graduate of Acadia University,- of Wolfville, N.S. 
-a hot-bed of infidelity, and ·has been for many years. 
While at Acadia he said his mjnd was filled with preju
dice against a' man called Dr. Shields.in Toronto. He 
did not know anything about ·me beyond what the profes
sors told him, and according to what he reported, while 
the professors might doubt the real existence of the 
devil, some of them seemed to 'be partly persuaded of 
their error, w~en they thought of Dr. Shields. (Laughter) 
He told me of his experience in the Presbyterian College, 
'in Montreal, and the..n of his coming to Knox College, To
ronto. He said, "While I was at Knox College, I never 
crossed the threshold of your church. I would not have it 
known, or said, that I had ever been inside your church. I 
came with all my Acadia prejudices. I'thought you were 
alt"ogether a very. bad man. After· my graduation and 
ordination, I settled down, and· at last became Pastor of 
St. James Presbyterian Church, Truro, N.S. Somehow 
or other I stumbled upon a copy of THE GOSPEL WITNESS. 
I read the sermon, and I said, 'Can this be the man I 
have been taught to hate? Why, he preaches exactly 

. what I believe~!" He became a subscriber to THE Gos
PEL WITNESS. 

I will riot claim, although I should Jioke to believe, that 
we were entitled to the honour of it-I am afraid not
I should not like to: claim that THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
had had any influence in leading Mr. Rockwood to take 
the stand he has taken .. Unless I am mistaken he would 
have taken the same position had he been the only man 

. ..,. .. 

in 'Canada to do so. But he is one of our subscribers
one of the thousands of ministers of all Denominations 
to whom this pulpit is privileged to minister once every 
week. 0 

Telegram to Mr. Rockwood 
As soon as' I read his story I sent Mi. Rockwood a 

telegram of congratulation. Later I wrote him a letter 
which I hope! he will have received to-day, and I sent 
him another, telegram, giving- him a most cordial invita
tion to come from Truro at our expense, as our guest, 
to ·preach from this pulpit next Sunday. (Great ap
plause) I did not expect he would be aijle to come, but 
I wanted him to know that we were waiting for him. 
I received a telegram from him yesterday saying that . 
he regretted it was .impossible for him to accept the 
invitation just now because he felt ·it was necessary for 
him to stay in Truro to consolidate his work, to find 
a place to preach, and hold his faithful people together. 
With that decision we shall all be in full accord. I hope 
it may be .possible at a not very distant date, however, 
to have Mr. Rockwood in this pulpit. When you see 
him announced to preach in Jarvis Street, I want you to 
come with the biggest bill you can find, or with your 
cheque book. I want· this church, and this congregation 
to have fellowship with Mr. Rockwood "without the 
camp". I have had too many people say to me, "God 
bless you, brother. We are praying for you. You are 
doing a great work"-and then go off and leave ·me to 
do it. So I am hoping that it may be our privilege, at· 
an early date, to have fellowship with Mr. Rockwood and 
his friends in that matter. I would ask you to· do so 
to-night but for one thing, and I may as well make the 
announcement nQw. ,I have copies of Mr. Rockwood's 
sermons p,ere-the sermons upon which the charges of 
the Halifax and Lunenburg Presbytery are based. I 
propose to print the whole eight sermons in extenso; 
in this week's WITNESS, together with the address that 
I shall deliver to-night. And that issue of THE GOSPEL 
WITNESS will ·be sent to every Presbyterian minister in 
the Dominion of Canada, and to every Presbyterian 
official of every sort whose name I am able to obtain, so· 

. that they may know ~he kind of church to which they 
belong. I propose also to send a copy of this issue to 
every Baptist minister in the Dominion· of Canada, 
because they need it too. If you support me generously 
enough, I shall send a copy to every Anglican minister, 
and to every United Church. m~nister, and to all other 
ministers whose names I can obtain. I propose to send 
a copy to every member of The Canadian Protestant 
League, seventeEm thousand of them. I am sure that 

. over and above our regular ·edition this week's WITNESS 
will run to fifty or· seventy-five thousand co'pies. The 
Halifax-Lunenburg Presbytery plaintively requested' 
that Mr. Rockwood should not seek pu·blicity. He has 
not sought it. I- have had no communication from him 
until I received his telegram yesterday, in response to 
mine, asking him to come here. But I am going to see 
that the Halifax-Lunenburg Presbytery get such pub
licity as they never had in their lives before. (Applause) 
That, for the advantage of true Presbyterians, and not 
the modern counterfeit kind. For that reason when this 
sermon is over, and I hope you won't go·' away before I 
fi!lish, I am going to ,ask you for an offering to help me 
defray the expense of that tremendous issue: It will cost 
thousands of dollars to print, pay postage, and to get 
all theSe thousands of extra names typed. So I want 
you to give me some money to-night for THE GOSPEL 
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WITNESS. You pay three or four dollars a ticket for 
a hockey match, but this is far better than any hockey 
match. . " 

I shall in brief terms, lay a biblical foundation for 
what I am going to say. That is my only reason for 
sp'eaking a~ any time. I speak from the standard of one 
who believes in the full inspiration and supreme au
thority of the Bible as the infallible Word of God. Call 
me ignorant if you like. Perhaps I am not so ignorant 
as you think, and you had better not challenge me. 

I. 
My thesis is this: that GOD HAS ALWAYS ACCOMPLISHED 

HIS PURPOSES OF GRACE THROUGH A SEPARATED PEOPLE. 
Read the story' of Abraham": God said to him: "Get 
thee out of thy country, and, from thy kindred, and thy 
father's house, unto a' land that I will shew ,thee." And 
Abraham went out, not knowing whither he went. He 
did not know, but God did. There is a later passage 
which says he "went forth to go into the land of Canaan; 
and into the land of Canaan they came." But when he 
went out he did not know where he was going. He knew 
only that God had called him. Again, God chose a 
people for Himself; calling the Israelites out of Egypt. 
They were a nation of' slaves, subject to the authority of 
the greatest political power upon earth. They had no 
wealth, no learning, no prestige: but God called them, 
and He called Moses to lead them. And He sent him to 
Pharaoh with this message: "Let my people go that 
they may serve me". From that day until now it has 
,been God's way to' raise up a man to call His people out 
of bondage into' liberty. Always the call is answered 
as Pharaoh answered it: "I know not the Lord; neither 
will I let Israel go." The Presbytery of Halifax-Lunen
burg have advertised themselves, I say it boldly, as men 
who "know not the Lord". No company of men who 
reall~ knew Jesus Christ could be guilty of such conduct. 

An Egyptian "Fact.Find~g Committee" 
Now Pharaoh appointed a Commission, like the Fact

Finding Committee of the Halifax Presbytery. They_ 
said, "These people are a lot of ignorant people, who 
don't know what they want. Tell them to get on 'With 
their work, neither let them listen to vain words." That 
is always the cry. When Moses persisted, Pharaoh 
successively proposed a series of compromises. You 
know the plagues that succeeded. Pharaoh at first was 
obdurate, then at last he relented a little. Then he 
proposed a compromise. God commanded Moses to follow 
a "divisive" course. He said, "I will put a division be
tween My people, and the Egyptians, and I will sepa~ate 
them from the Egyptians." I suggest to any preachers 
here to-night, a, sepies of sermons on the attempts to 
effect a compromise on the part of Pharaoh. To all of 
which Moses said, "No." Pharaoh then said, "All right, 
worship the Lord in the land. Why depart 1 Let us 
have unity. Stay with us, and worship with us." That 
is'the modern Denominational "inclusive policy" every 
time.' Let the world, the flesh and the devil stay in the 
church; and let us all be one. But again Moses said, 
"No." Then Phara.oh said, "Do not go very far away
just a little, way." "No," said Moses, "'three days' 
journey aW8iY". Then followed the proposal: "Go now 
ye that are men." The devil very often when a man is 
converted tries to keep his wife from coming to Christ. 
He knows the man is going to have a pretty hard time 
if he has a wife at home still in Egypt. Moses again 
said, "No." Tpen follows our text: "Go ye, serve the 
Lord; only let your flocks and your herdsn be stayed: 

let your little ones also go with you. Still support the 
Denomination. As long as you make collections to our 
funds, we won't be particular about what you believe. 
Sacrifice according to your foolish whims as you like, 
only let your flocks and your herds be stayed." in the 
United States, and here, too, tbe test is not what a man 
believes, what he is as a minister Of "the New Covenant 
-the question is, Does he co-operate 1 Does he support 
the funds of the Denomination 1 Does he leave his herds, 
and his floclq! for us 1" 

An<?ther principle 'germane to the discussion of this 
evening is this, that GOD INVARIABLY WORKS THROUGH 
MINORITIES. "Because the foolishness of God is wiser 
than men; ,and the weakness of God is stronger than 
men. For ye 'see your calling, brethren, how that not 
many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty,' not 
many noble, are called: but God hath chosen th(l foolish 
things of the world to confound the wise; and ,God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty; and base things df the 
world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, 
yea, and thing·s which are not, to bring to nought things 
that are: that no flesh should glory in his presence.~' 

Of Abraham, He said, "I called him alone ~nd blessed 
him, and increased him." He chose the small and de
spised group of Israelites and .called them out of .. Egypt 
against the will of the world'_s mightiest political power. 
The same principle is operative in the history of S~mson 
and Gideon, of David, Elijah and Elisha, of Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, of Daniel, and the three heroes of 
the furnace, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Always 
the principle of the shepherd's sling and the smooth 
stone from the brook choosing the little one to chase 
the thousand. 

The personal ministry of our Lord is a further ea:ampte 
of the same rule; a lonely figure, He set Himself against 
the world. He gave organized religion its chance by 
going to the synagogues and the temple, but soon He 
was cast out, and pathetically exclaimed, "0 Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, which kiIlest the prophets, and stonest them 
that are sent unto thee; how often would I pave gath
ered thy children together, as a hen doth gather her 

,brood under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, 
your house is left unto you desolate: and verily I say 
u~to you, Ye shall not see me, until the time come 
when ye shall. say, Blessed is he' that cometh .in thp 
name of the Lord." Our Lord carried the Gospel ouf
of-doors and preached chiefly by the ·sea and on the 
mountain-side, in the streets and market-places, and in 
the meadows. 

The, Apostolic Church 
The same rule of relationship governed the apostolic 

church. In the beginning our Lord chose twelve "that 
they might be with him." It was to that little band He 
gave His command to "'go into all the world, and preach 
the gospel." The one hundred and twenty in the upper 
room did not drum. up the Pl).arisees and scribes, and 
chief priests, and propose a union with them. Neither 
did they call in a "mixed multitude" of publicans and 

'shiners. The New Testament church was a company of 
people "called .out" from the world, as the word church 
signifies, and "separated unto the gospel of Christ." 
Nowhere throughout the Acts of the Apostles; nor yet in 
the Epistles, is there the slightest suggestion that the 
apostles or the apostolic churches received unconverted 
people into the fellowship of the church. Some came in 
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privily, as Ananias and Sapphira, as Simon of Samarh 
would have done if he could. But iI;1 the white light of 
apostolic teaching, and by the "divisive" ministry of the 
gospel, preached in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power, they were soon discovered, and the churches 

'were admonished to "withdraw themselves" from those 
who walked disorderly, and not after' the apostolic 
traditions. 

There is not one solitary passage in the New Testa
ment that can, by any fair interpretation, be construed 
to countenance an unregenerate church membership. 
Moses' chief trouble was not with the Israelites, but with 
the "mixed multitude," literally, the rifI-raff. Trouble 
is, always caused in a ,church by 'people who either have 
never been conv~rted, or else have fallen into a back
slidden state, "having a name to live, but being dead." It 
is always in the dead wood in the bush lands the fire 
starts, or in the rubbish retained .in the cellar, which 
ought to have been thl·own on the garbage truck. 

Similarly, church troubles_ invariably originate with 
the-worldly elements in the church. A church may swell 
its numbers by receiving all sorts of people into' its 
membership, but ,by so doing they make trouble for 
themselves, and make a free gos~el pUlpit an im
possibility. 

The same was true of the Protestant Reformation. 
There never would have been a Reformation through the 
agency of a "fact finding :committee", or any sort I)f 
commission or presbytery. The mighty movement which 
shook Europe and changed the face of the world is 
identified with the names of a few individuals" the 
names of men whose 'work prepared them for it. and of 
those who executed it, 'l'yndale and Wycliffe and Luther 
and Melancthon, Calvin, Knox, and others. Britain had 
been a perfect culture bed for' the seeds of tlie French 
Revolution had it not been for its purging nnd purify
ing through the agency of Wesley and Whitfield and 
others· but always by all human standards they were 
hopele~sly outnumbered. It was the minority again!!t 
the multitude. So could we say of Moody and Booth 
and Spurgeon and others; and in this country, Fynney 
and Moody and men of like spirit. 

From all this we conclude that Mr. Rockwood was 
eminently right in taking his stand botdby against 
modernism and worldly compromise everywhere; lind he 
was especially wise to begin at,his Jerusalem anp within 
his own church. The majority of religious leaders will 
probably condemn him because, as Professor Andrews' 
article in last week's GOSPEL WITNESS put it, "Through
out the history of the Christian church, the ecclesiastics 
have always outnumbered the prophets". It is, easy to 
be a religious parrot' and say that all is well. It is not 
easy to stand for the right against all the winds that 
blow. ' 

Perhaps I may without immodesty be allowed to refer 
Ito my own eXTlerience. I would not boast, but ~ think 
there is probably no ,minister in Canada better able to 
understand Mr. Rockwood's present po§ition. Wisdom 
is justified of her children. 

"Once to e"ery man an~ nation 
Comes the moment ,to decide, 

In the strife of 'truth with falsehood, 
For the good or evil side; 

Some great cause, God's new messiah, 
OITering each the bloom or blight; 

And the choice goes by for ever 
'Twixt that darkness and that light. 

, , 
"Then to side with truth is noble, 

When we share her wretched crust, 
" Ere her cause bring fame and profit, 

And 'tis prosperous to be just; 
Then it is the bra,ve man chooses, 

While the coward stands aside, 
Till the multitude make virtue 

Of the faith they had denied." 

No amount of argument can ever justify or condemn 
Mr. Rockwood; his course will be justified by the unfold-
ing events of the future. ' 

, Our ,Protest Against McMaster's l\fodernillm 
Justified by Events 

In this place, we protest~d against the modernism 
of McMaster University twenty-six years ago. It was 
denied that there was any such modernism, but now it is 
apparent to all. The Dean' in Theology recommended' 
to the Bible Society that they bind Dr. Fosdick's 
"Modern Use of the Bible" with every copy of the 
Scriptures! That alone wa's proof enough. Then there 
was Professor McCracken who was put forth as an 
orthodox man; but he went to his own place when 
he succeeded Dr. Fosdick in the pagan temple known 
as Riverside Baptist Church; and a New York friend 
reported to me that after his settlement there, Professor 

, McCracken said something to the effect that his accept
ance of the Riverside Church had identified him theo
logically, and t.hat the time had come for him to confess 
that he had always been a theological' liberal. 

And now McMaster has the unenviable distinction of 
haying the most effective and popular Roman Catholic 
propagandist in Canada as head of 'its English depart
ment. Professor Kirkconnell is called a Baptist; but he 
is welcomed by Roman Catholic organizations: every
where and hailed by th"e Roman Catholic press as an 
outstanding example of Protestant tolerance! Mean
while, the hierarchy laugh in'their sleeves, and despise 
them in their hearts, unless indeed he has secretly 
joined the Jesuit order and is really a Roman Catholic 
in disguise. 

The last two issues of THl1l GOSPEL WITNESS report 
the "exotic dance" held in, McMaster University. A mat 
of a cut appearing in a Hamilton paper of the half-clad 
popular dancer was sent to us, but we could not degrade 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS pages by its pUblication. We 
need not be surprised should we hear that Sally Rand 
has been invited to become guest of honour at some 
McMaster dancing' function of the future. 

Of course we were denounced from every q~arter by 
denominational leaders and all our charges were flatly 
denied-. Circumstances have demonstrated that though 
we endeavoured to be faithful, the h~lf had not been told. 

Mr. Rockwood Will Be Denounced But 
Ultimately Justified 

Doubtless the same sort of wholesale and unsparing 
denunciation will fall'upon Mr: Rockwood; and the same 
emphatic denial of the truth, of his charges will be 
broadcast. We desire to be perfectly fair to Mr. Rock
wO'od and his critics. ,We have, therefore, decided to 
print, without deletion of so much as a comma. his eight 
sermons,1 four on Protestantism versus Romanism. and 
four on Modernism in the Church and School. _ He is 
of age: we shall let him speak for himflelf., , You may 
obtain a copy of next week's' GOSPEL WITNESS, which 

o 
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will contain a complete record of the statements upon 
which the Halifax-Lunenberg Presbytery base their 
Judgment. Then you will be able to· judge of the facts 
for yourselves. 

Report of Presbytery Committee-
The Presbytery led off by the presentation of its 

report of the Fact-Finding Committee. It was com
posed of Rev. F. 'Lawson, Rev. D. A. MacKinnon, and. 
Rev. T. K. MacLellan. They reported that there were 
two groups in the church, so far apart as to be irrecon
cilable.. That, we may ·observe, is too frequently true 
of many churches. The report said: 

"It is ·not some slight difference that divides them. 
They differ in thought, in temperament, in outlook and 
in their total concept of what constitutes a Christian 
Church." . 

"We would say that only a very great miracle could 
bring them together. It is our conviction that they can
not dwell together in peace under the same: roof." 

The Only Miracle That Would Suffice 
From our examination of the ·report of the facts, it 

would seem to us that the miracle needed is· one of 
conversion. . Obviously there are some of them who 
need to be born again. Simple and straightforward 
the· words of Scripture are, words which too long, and 
too generally. our friends, known as the Plymouth 
Brethren, have been allowed to monopolize: 

"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: 
for what fellowship hath righteousness with unright
eous? and what communion hath light with darkness? 
And what concord hath ·Christ with Belial? or what 
part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what 
agreement hath the temp:e of God with idols? for ye are 
the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will 
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their 
Gol, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out 
from among them,· and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you. 
And wiL be a Father unto·you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters, saitn the' Lord Almighty." 
And that· teaching is not confined to the. New 

Testament: 
".Thou shalt not sow thy vineyard with divers seeds: 

lest the fruit of thy' seed. which thou hast sown, and 
the fruit of thy vineyard, be defiled. Thou shalt not 
plow with an ox and an as/! together." 
It is quite obvious that Mr. Rockwood has already 

taken note of this ancient wisdom. But the Fact-Find
ing Committe~ accused Mr. Rockwood of: 

"Bad Manners and Poor Taste" 
"Bad manners· and poor taste in disbanding the 

Women's Missionary Society of the church, and of 
organizing another, after his own pattern, and to do 
his bidding." . . 
In nothing has Mr. Rockwood shown his courage more 

than by daring to dissent from' a woman's organization. 
I do not know wh/lt any Christian church would do 
without the minjstry of the noble women who iIi many 
instances carry most of the burdens, and do most of the 
work. Notwithstanding, it must be remembered that 

'unto the angel of the church jn Thyatira, .. 
"These things saith the ·Son of God, who hath his eyes 

'like unto a flame of fire, and l).is feet ... like flne brass; 
I' know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, 
and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be 
mo.re than the first. Notwithstanding· I have a few 
things against thee; because thou ·sufferest that woman 
Jezebel." 

. . 

It sometimes· happpens that in the best of churches 
worldly women may .assert themselves. These women in 
Truro were not of the ultra-spiritual type, for we are 
told that their missionary meetings were meetings with
out prayer. It is our opinion that the Pastor stepped in 
none too soon. But because he did, the Fact-Finding 
Committee said he was a man of "bad manners, and 

. poor taste." 
The "Court" Chairman 

The Court Chairman (we abominate that word "Court" 
as applied to a Christian church) said: , 

"To cause suspicion to the honesty of fellow-clergymen 
is to create division-it is not right to paint criticism 
·that is all negative and not positive. The majority are 
faithful and honest ministers of the gospel." 

Rev. D. A. MacKinnon 
Rev. D. A. MacKinnon reported he found very little 

gospel in Mr. Rockwood's printed sermons. Those who 
read the report of this sermo~ in THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
will read Mr. Rockwood's sermons for themselves, and be 
the judges. It must be borne in mind that they were 
contr:oversial deliverances. They were designed ·so to be. 
Yet we venture to say they are full of gospel truth. 

Rev. D. A. MacKinnon said: 
"The church is not sick unto dE:ath, but is the very 

body of Christ. To bring complaints to the' congrega
tion and not through the proper channels is hurting. 
the name and authority of the church." He thought Mr. 
Rockwood was doing a good work in Truro, and "some 
way should lie found to solve the problem." 
Here is a rejection of the principl~ of congregational 

authority. It is a cl~rical judgment wholly. The con
gregation should sit in the pews, and give of their money 
to support the work, but have nothing to say respecting 
what shall, or ·shall not, be taught. This, of course, is 
akin to Roman Catholic clericalism. The Hierarchy 
complained that one of the dangers menacing the Roman 
Catholic Church was the rise of laicism. We supposed 
that the Presbyterian - Church was' at least semi-
congregational in government. -

- Rev. A. Faraday "Thundered" 
Then we are told: . 

Rev. A. Faraday thundered: "How does he know the 
ministers are not faithful? What presumption I I con
sider the statements false. Our . ministers have P1'9ved 
themselves faithful; one was padre-in-chief of the navy, 

. and another won the V.C." 
Among Ronianists there is no sin quite equal to that 

of attacking the church, and its elders. They' are 
sacrosanct. 

And what piffling nonsense this thundering minister 
emitted after all! .some of the most useless, worldy
minded, and unbelieving ministers in all the churches 
became chaplains as an escape from the arduous duties 
of the pastorate. We say some. There were noble 
chaplains. But the fact that a man was a chaplain is 
no proof that he was faithful to the gospel. We honour 
the man who won the V.C~ for his bravery; but if it is the 
man we think, his religious views are no criterion for 
any minister who would be faithful to the gospel of 
Christ. 

Prosecutor Lawson's Summary 
',l'hen we read: . ' 

"Summing up, Mr. Lawson as prosecutor, said he 
bE:Iieved a middle course was always a right course, but 
Mr. Rockwood had made vows that he has not lived up 
to . 

./ 
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"Therefore there is no middle course in this issue." 
.-There was no proof adduced that Mr. Rockwood had 

made vows he had not lived up to. On ,the contrary it 
was the fact that he had endeavoured to be true to his 
vows that had incurred the displeasure of the "Prose
cutor~' Lawson. We suggest that would be a good 
name to give 'Mr. Lawson, "Prosecutor Lawsen", or 
spelled out: "Rev. F. Lawson, P.E. (Prosecutor of 
Evangelicals) !" 

Mr., Rockwood's Defence 
It is reported' that Mr. Rockwood in his defence 

said: , , , 
"I have sought to be loyal to the Church and it has 

been very difficu.t to "riticize when criticism had to be 
made. At any time when the Church departs from the 
Bible it is 'up to us to point out the error, irrespectiv~ 
of consequences, to maintain' the truth and the purity 
of the Church. ' 

1 am not the only black sheep in, the Church. Surely 
it is in' our faith, our loyalty, to speak out against any 
watering-down of faith. 1 am not afraid of the pew 
pr that the people will not be able to understand. 

There is something drastically wrong with the Church 
-a: 1 has 'not been well. Our Presbyterian Church 
'leaders have led our Church into an amalgamation in 
China which has no faith foundation to satisfy the re
quirements of ou~ Church and which threatens to destroy 
our unique Presbyterian witness in ·China. 

U 1 were pr'evented-as has been intimated in un
official quarters-from criticizing the Church and teach
ing the message as 1 am guided by the Holy Spirit, 1 
could not ,stop teaching or preaching, and if this Church 
would not allow me to do so 1 would continue to preach. 

It 'would be, blind for me to accept without challenge 
the 'teachings' of some professors and leaders of bOards 

, of co-operative schemes." 
"We Do Not Like You Dr. Fell" 

Is there any biblical believer who can find fault with 
that? ' The "C<>urt's" decision read in part that of the 
two groups in the church, the first was composed of 
people, 

"deeply loyal to. the faith of their fathers and having 
many of the, characteristics common to Presbyterian 
people wherever they are found. They are solid, some
what conservative, fond of the old ways and slpw to 
make changes. That they are devout, deeply religious 
and ,God-fearing people, cannot be doubted for, a minute. 

This group is accustomed to a pattern of church 
service they have followed from childhood. It was the 
type of service they wanted. No other. They' are 
rugged and independent in their makeup. They resent 
dictatorship from above. / ' 

This group ~s violently opposed to the present minister. 
They' don't like him as a minister. They do not like 
him as a man." 
It was said of these "deeply religious and God-fearing 

people" that they did not take part in public prayer; 
they did D()t give their personal testimony, and did not 
respond to invitations in after meetings. 

" ,Mr. Rockwood's Supporters 
Those supporting Mr. Rockwood were "damned with 

faint ,praise". '" 
Mr. Rockwood reported that a survey of the older 

group showed that the average givings of fifty-one 
persons to the church was $2.18 per year, while those of 
the younger group averaged $10.00 a year. Frankly, we 
cannot commend either group. Even the best' givers 
gave less than 20c a Sunday, and the others less than 
5c a Sunday. Perhaps it was one of these friends who 

,called in at a drug store one Sunday morning, and 'asked 
the druggist to change a dime. He gave him two 
nickels, and said, "There you are, sir, I hope you 'will 
enjoy the ,sermon." , 

'None But Presbyterians Wanted! 
Of the second group it was said: 
,"The second group, who follow the minister, are 

mainly young people with the highest character and 
great zeal and qualities of leadership. Some are emo
tional and unstable, but all true Christians. 

This minister is attracting a certain type of people, 
rather than traditional Presbyterians. These people re
flect his thinking. 

They seldom even mention the word Presbyterian." 
What an offence that is to attract people who are 

not Presbyterian! Perhaps this group would like to 
have a sign put outside St. James Church, "None but 
Presbyterians are welcomed here." 

It was a further offence that the word "Presbyterian" 
was scarcely mentioned. We, cannot believe that there 
a're many Presbyterians, ministers or laymen, modernists 
or 'otherwise, who have subsc:ribed to such nonsense as 
that. It goes to 'show that' 'there were certain peOple 
annoyed 'by the pastor's teaching, and determined not 

,to surrender the things that that teaching would require 

HAVE YOU ANSWERED THE EDITOR'S 
ANNUAL LEnER? 
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to be surrendered, found themselves more Presbyterian 
than Christian. 

No Quarrels With Presbyterians' Or Their Chur~h 
I have not a word, ot criticism of the Presbyterian 

Church. Personally 1 could never put my neck under 
the p'resbyterian yoke, and be at the mercy of a man 
like "Prosecutor" Lawson, to be told by such an one 
what I should, or should not, preach. But any stick 
will do to beat a dog, and ;back of all this there were 
undoubtedly strong personal animosities developed which 
were not amenable to reason. And it is evident that the 
Fact-Finding Committee, so-called, listened to the com
plaints of the minority composed of Presbyterian 
growlers; and in their judgment condemned the minister 
for not placating them. 

Why So Few Candidates For Ministry 
The large denomin.lltions are complaining of the scar-

, city of candidates for the ministry. No wonder! Who, 
that had a spark of manhood, to say nothing Qf Chris-· 
tianity, in him would submit to such an intolerable yoke 
as this? , 

If, and while, Presbyteries and ,synods and other ,re
ligious official bodies, .are led 'by men of the typ~ of 
"'Prosecutor" Lawson, candidates for the ministry in the 
old Denominations will ,be fewer and fewer; and men' 
who desire to preach the' 'Gospel, and declare the whole 
counsel of God, will find freer spheres of labour in which 
they will be able to exclaim, "Thou hast set my feet in' a 
large room." 
The Terms of Peace, Uncondit~onal Surrender

To 'Presbytery 
But here is a summary of what ,this tolerant Pres-

/ 
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bytery demanded of Mr. Rockwood if he was to continue 
in the presbytery's favour: 

(1) To withdraw all supplies of sermons dealing 
with the church, which are no~ so:d. 

(2) To refrajn from printing sermons of a destruc
tive nature which are undermining confidence in the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. .' 

(3) To refrain from all publicity in the press. 
(4) To show due repentan~ and humility for state

ments made against fello~ ministers in the printed 
sermons. 

(5) To do all in my power in Truro to bring my 
people to a new attitude toward the Church and her 
policies. . 

(6) To do all in my power to understand the policies 
of the Presbyterian Church in Canada and approve 
them if possj·ble. This would mean the missionary 
policies, advance for Christ, etc. 

(7) That the session of .-St. James give more c!,reful 
insight over the work and policy of the Church in Truro. 

Mr. Rockwo.od's l!eply 
What self-respecting man could entertain for one 

moment the idea of submission to such a policy? It is 
not surprising to read that Mr. Rockwood said: 

When I was taken before the members and asked to 
accept this I could not do so. Various ways were sug
gested to make this decision possible but they could not 
be accepted. I have been given two months to think the 
matter over and to make a final decision on May 5th. , 

Why delay? If the matter was one dealing with local 
problems in St. James there 'would be hope. of re
conciliation. The serious problem concerns the pulpit 
itself. It is my belief that Presbytery has a· right to 
watch over the pulpit, but only so far as the minister 
is not ·hindered from preaching with freedom under the 
spirit. To.be refused to criticize the Church, and to 
print such criticism is a very serious' rebuke upon the 
ministry of the word in the Church today. 

I wish to state that this is my decision. I have tal).{ed 
to no person either in this church or outside. Mrs. 
Rockwood and myself stayed iIi' Halifax l,ast night to 
get away from' the crowd <nd to think through the 
decisions of Presbytery. We are in complete agreement 
that this is the only possible course for us to take, and 
we believe it is God's will for us at this time. 

I have written today to the Clerk of Presbytery tend
ering my resignation, not only as' a minister of this 
church but as a minister of the Presbyterian ·Church in 
Canada. 

The :Presbytery is flilly aware that an impossible 
situation has arisen and that deferring the matter to 
May will not solve the basic problem. 

I pointed out to 'Pr~bytery that each and everyone, 
except the repr~sentatives of ·St. James, endorsed the 
findings of the Presbytery committee which visited St. 
James to investigate the.... problems. This committee 
stated that a distressing and deplorable situa~on was 
found in St.· James. It further pointed out that St. 
James was' a divided church and that the friction there 
was the result of my ministry and my preaching. This 
means that I no longer have the confidence of the Pres-

. bytery in my ministry here. I must therefore resign as 
C the minister of this church. 

I must also resign as a mjnister of the Pr.esbyterian 
Church in Canada. Yesterday's Presbytery meeting 
found me guilty of taking a divisive course in the Pres
'byterian Churcl!. in Canada., This means that my 
preaching not only in this Church but also in the Pres
byterian Church in Canada, is no longer in the best 
interests of that Church. 

This decision means that we are unable to criticize 
departments of the church which do not Conform to the 
ward of God. There is little hope of bringing the 
Church back to its original faith with this attitude. If 
this was. simply the attitude of the Presbytery here, 
there might be hope, but I believe it is the prevalent 
attitude of the Church as a whole. 

I pointed out to Presbytery that I could never accept 
the terms of the disciplinary action mentioned above. 
This would simply mean that I would lose my liberty 
and would be guided by men; not by the Holy Spirit. 

. I believe I have shown sufficient facts to prove that 
there is a "falling away" from the foundations of our 
faith. As long as tl}.e courts continue to uphold such 
falling away or continue to make impossi·ble such 
crit:cisms, then there is little hope f,!r a reformation. 

The deCision I have reached might just as .well be 
reached now as in May, for as long as my liberty is 
repressed in the Presbyterian Church in Canada,· I must 
take this other course. 

Rev. Perry F. Rockwood a Hero oj the Faith . 
In view of all these things, we hail the minis~r of 

Truro as a hero of the faith, deserving of the respect 
and support of all those who believe in the faith once 
for all delivered unto the saints. 

Mr. Rockwood reports that headlines in the paper 
said: "Truro Paster Will Leave the Ministry." Not at 
all! By resigning from the Presbyterian Church he has 
just entered it! (We preached a series of sermons on 
Church Union at the time of Union, which.were printed, C 

as others were, and we had, to print extra editions to 
supply the demand of certain Presbyterian churches, and 
in several instances their use saved the Presbyterian 
-property for the, Presbyterian Church). We are not 
opposed to the Presbyterian Church as such, :nor to 
Presbyterianism. We go with them just as far as we 
believe they are in accord with the Scriptures; but we 
are 'bound to say this, that if the General Assembly 
approves the action of the Halifax-Lunenburg Presby
tery, the only conclusion liberty-loving, logical, men 
may reach is that full freedom to preach the Gospel of 
the grace of God. including the warning of people 
against false doctrine by whomsoever it may be taught, 
is no longer assured to any minister within the Pres
byterian Church in Canada ... 

The Presbytery Not Rockwood Weighed in the 
Balances-And Found Wanting 

,,·Mr. Rockwood was right when he said that it was not 
he who was on tri8:l, but" the Presbyterian Church, and 
if tlie Presbytery's verdict is final then that great church 
has been weighed in the bahinces and found wanting, and 
the kingdom will depart from it. I But if God grants h~m 
health and· strength, Mr. Rockwood will go on from 
stre:ngth to strength and will find in his larger freedom 
a larger ministry. He is the type of man the true church 
of Christ ..... needs. We pray that his bow may long abide 
in strength, and that the arms of his hands may be 
made strong by the mighty God of Jacob.' 

"Though the cause'of evil prosper, 
Yet 'tis truth alone is strong; 

Though her portion be the scaffold, 
And upon the throne be wrong,

Yet that scaffold sways the future, 
And, behind the dim. unknown, 

Standeth God within the shadow, 
Keeping watch above His own." 
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Protestants Awake!' 
(This is the substance of a series of sermons preached by the Rev. Perry F. Rockwood. minisfer 01 
Sf. lames Presbyterian Church. Truro. N.S •• beginning on Augusf 25fh. 1946. The purpose 01 these 
messages is fo' inlorm Profestants about the presenf sifuafion in, order fhaf they mighf 'be awak
ened fo fhe need 01 confenCling lor, the laith once and lor all delivered unto'the saints (Iude 3). 
There is a deep feeling among Evangelical Christians fnat fhe word "Prptestanf" is going fa take 
on mor~ 01 its old and historic meaning il the present trend continues in our relationship to fhe 
Roman Catholic Church. If is fhe hop~ and ,prayer 01 the preacher 01· fhese sermons thaf 'our 
people might be led deeper into the truths 01 qod's love. and surrender themselves t,o lesus Christ 

Wbo loved fhem and gave Himsell lor them.) 

THE PROTESTANT.ROMAN CATHOLIC c~ntinu{'d generations to come that her people might take 
, ISSUE TO.DAY control and at the same time be kept in the ,woods far 

W
· E b" . ./ away from home. , are egmmng to-night a series of sermons that 

are greatly needed for the hour in which we are I should .like also to sav that I hav~ been definitely 
living. There is a, tremendous need for Protestants to- led to preach this series of 'sermons and pray that the 
day to be awakened and take their stand again on that Spirit will use th{"m for the enrichment of our faith that 
great text of ,the Reformation, "The just shall live by we might all grow in the grace an~ knowledge of our 
faith." But before entering upon our subject to-night L-rd and Savi'Our Jesus Christ. I make no apology for 
I should like to make one or two comments that bear what will be said. '0" . 
directly on these sermons: I should like also to say a word to those who are 

FIRST, I know there are many here Who do not wish membe!s of the Orange Lodge. I' know something of 
me to p,reach these sermons. I should like to point out the background and purpose of your. Qrder and to
again that there is no pe.rson 'Or group of persons who day I am ashamed of your weakness and tardiness in 
has any right to seek to influence the minister of God's the things of the Spirit. You cannot be of any use to 
Word in his weekly messages. I shall not for a moment God unless you have become a Christian and live that 
allow anyone to tell m~ what' to preach or what not to ye might be lights in this darkened world. You have 

: preach for that authority belongs to God alone. It is become worldly and weak and your voice is no longer 
within the right and authority of the people of this heard to fight the wiles of the Devil because your war
Church to telI me when to stop preaching from this fare is too often on the side of the Devil rather than on 
pulpit, but that would nev,er prevent me from preaching the side of Christ. I call you all to get back to God 
the truth of God's Gospel which is the only hope for tbe and spend more of your time in meetings studying God's 
world to-day. Word than in pla,ying cards and talking about worldly 

I should like to say, SECONDLY, that in my references things that mean nothing 'at. all in the present fight 
to the Roman Catholic Church I am not referring to against darkness, superstition, and fear. I speak with 
individual people as such. My purpose ,in these '·series kveand concern and pray that the Orangemen of the 
of sermons is to prove from Scripture that the whole town might be, ready to c,onfess their sins along with 
papal system is in spirit, form and effect wholly anti- mat:!y others and put their trust in the saving. knowiedge 
Christian. Any interest we might have in the people of Jesus Christ. '., 
who are so 'blindly joined to this anti-Christian papal I should like to emphasize to-night that a great struggle 
system would be to help them to see the glorious light is taking place between the Roman Catholic and Prot
of tlie Gospel message of Jesus Christ, to unloose them egtant Churches and, that it is primarily an offensive 
from the shackles that bind them so heavily, giving them war on the part of the Catholic Church against a sleep
little freedom in this life, and such a burdensome hope ing and indifferent Christian Church. Any casual study 
for the life to come. ' of history will tell us that the very nature of the Catholic 
" I would also, point out that, it is the duty of the Church is to gain power and to use that power against 
Christian minister constantly to warn his people against all who might differ from her or seek to use liberties that 
the evils of 'the day. Not map.y weeks ago, a little child might infringe against her plan to rule alL 
became lost, wandering from home, and the whole com- It would' be:appropriate for us to-day to make a com
munity became aroused and started an intense search parison between this situation and that which existed 
until the child was found. What would have been the in Britain in 1939. For a number' of years the enemy 
reaction of Christian people had, the neighbours sought had been preparing an all-out offensive against the free
to comfort the 'mother by telling 'her not to worry, that dom-loving peoples of the world and yet when the time 
although the child was lost in the woods there was a came to strike ~e were totally unprep~red to wage war 
chance that she might find the right road and wander against a strong enemy. Yet as we look back to that 
home again; or, shouid the child. have to stay in the time' we must admit that w~, th~ people" were just as 
woods there was a chance that she mjght find something anxious to compromise to avoid conflict. as were our 
tQ eat and not be molested by the wild animals: How leaders and therefore the blame must be with ourselves' 
foolish would that comfort' have been, if no one had 'as with our leaders. So it .is in the Church to-day. Our 
sought to nnd the child and lead he~ home! It is just people are just as anxious as our leaders to cry, "HusT!! 
as foolish to-day for Christians to tell us not to worry Hush!" and allow the Catholic Church to gain victories 
about the Roman Catholic Church for she is minding and to prepare for future assaults while we remain in
her own' business and it is our duty to mind ours. .I different and self-satisfied with keeping the Church 
shall reveal to you that this Catholic Church is not, doors open and paying for the current expenses. I pray 
minding her own business and that everywhere she is that before this series of sermons 'ends we 'shall 
making plans to !rold people in fear and ignorance for . all be reminded again that there can be no mo~e cOm-

I . 
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promise between the Roman Catholic and Protestant 
Churches than there could be between the Nazi and 
British Governments. . 

The whole attitude toward the situation to-day is 
very much like the attitude of so many of us before 1939. 
Let us try to get a picture of the advances being made 
by Romanism and let us see clearly that the results 
of these advances .. are working towards ignorance rather 
than truth; for chaos rather than order; for enslave
ment of people and government rather than liberty and 
freedom for all; for Rome rather than for Christ and 
His Kingdom's work upon earth. 

Let us see the situation as we have it in Canada to-' 
day. It is impossible to see any clear-cut solutions to 
many of our problems -to-day without seeing that behind 
these problems is the work and ministry of Rome. 

,Some'weeks ago Rev. Allan S. Reid. Secretary of the 
Presbyterian. French Mission, with headquarters in 
Montreal, wrote a most interesting booklet entitled The 
Quebec Problem. Dr. Reid speaks with authority for 
he has lived and worked' for many years among the 
French people there and it is a confirmed' conclusion 
that Ther.e is no Quebec problem apart from religion. 
The writer continues in his booklet to give five sound 
reasons why our Church is carrying on an intense mis
sionary work in Quebec to-day: 

(1) The Rotruin Catholic, Reljgion is responsible for 

, 
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the. political isolation in Quebec. Canada is divided be
cause Quebec is dominated by the Papacy and no demo
cratic government works successfully under Catholic 
domination. We need not emphasize the influence of 
Quebec and Rome upon our governments to-day and 
only the knowledge of the Word of' God will solve our 
political problems in Canada to-day. 
, (2) Romanism is responsible for the economic back
ward~ess of the people of Quebec as comp~red with 
Protestants. One has only to drive through the province 
and compare it with the Province of Ontario and see 
the influences of the papacy in economic matters. The 
Church there absorbs far too much of the people's money 
.in taxes and fees and Dr. Reid points out that this 
money could better be spent in buying fertilizer and 
farm machinery. ' , 

(3) The religion of Quebec is responsible for the back
ward condition of education among the people of Quebec. 
Ed~cation is a product of Evangelical Protestantism and 
where Roman rules there is illiteracy for most of the 
people. ' ' 
'(4) Th'e papacy is responsible for the unsatisfactory' 

health conditions of the province. During the war 41 % 
of all recruits for the services were rejected as physically 
unfit and the Church is wholly responsible. 

(5) The religion of Quebec holds the people under 
a cloud of superstitious fears. There is the fear of the 
priest which is not alone confined to Quebec! Just a 

'w('ek ago in Truro we saw how that fear came again 
to the father of the MacDonald girl who was killed 
~nd he brought the nriest in to perform the last rites 

and have her buried from the Church despite the fact 
she was brought up Baptist and attended the Sunday 
School regularly, with no connection with the Catholic 
Church at all. Then even with all that, there is no real 
assurance of heaven for this fee and that fee must be 
paid to the priest to buy her way into heaven. 

Then, if we had the time we could make a survey of 
the Roman influence of Canada through the govern
ment, press, radio, and other influential sources. I read 
some time ago an editorial from Cardinal Villeneuve's 
daily paper, L'Action Catholique, of Qu~bec City, on ~anu
ary 5th. 1946, in which comment is made on MacArthur's 
occupation of Japan: 

"The . ideal would be that the administra.rs of 
Japan should favour'by adequate measures the expansion 
of Catholicism, that is to say of the truth. ·The state 
itself should be Catholic. Because of modern tendencies, 
the Church gives evidence of tolerance. Let it be given 
the liberty to lavish its doctrines. • ." 
I quote t,his to prove to you that the underlying reason 

why Romanism is eating. at the very heart of our 
democracy and taking control at Ottawa is its 'profound 
belief that the State must be Catholic. And further
more, notice that it mentions the word tolerance. The 
Catholic Church is only tolerant when it is in a minority 
for when it becomes a majority it shows no tolerance 
for other religions. 

Now I have ,barely introduced this subject, but I 
:want to conclude by saying that God expects those who 
know the truth to be active in "contending for the faith 
once and for all delivered unto the saints." To-night I 
want to emphasize that unless you know the truth your
selves as individuals you cannot contend for it. 

"The just shall live by faith," is the essential truth 
of our. Protestant religion. Let me emphasize that only 
God can make us just for "It is God that justifieth." 
It is only God because God alone can forgive sins and 
make us righteous in His sight. This He has done for 
us in the person of His Son Jesus Christ, who came into 
this world to die, the just for the unjust, upon 
Calvary's tree, shedding His blood for the remission of 
sins. And whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish 
but have everlasting life. Are you living by faith in 
Him? He alone is able to save. 

EXAMINING ROMANISM AND JUDGING-
HERFRIDTS 

I TRIED to emphasize last Sunday night that· a great 
struggle was taking place between 'the Roman Catholic 

and Protestant Churches, but, that the former was 
taking the offensive against a weak and sickly Protestant 
Church. I poi~ted out further that Romanism in the 
Province of Quebec was eating at the very heart of the 
life of the people like cancer, causing problems that 
could be· solved by the Word of God which is quick and 
powerf!!l like a two-edged sword. To-night I wish to 
enlarge that picture so that we might see more clearly 
the influence of this Church upon the people and countries' 
where it is strong and, powerful. 

I should like to continue our discussion briefly on 
the deadly influence of Romanism upon the people and 
government of' Canada to-day. I indicated last week -
that Wi! .:an never understand the aggressiveness of 
Rome upon the governments to-day until we understand 
their belief in regard to Church and State. They be
lieve that the State exists for the welfare and promotion 
of the Church. Therefore siDl~e the Roman Catholic 
Chur~h is the only true Church the governments should 

) 
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,encourage that religion in every way possible. And 
I need not remind you that' our governments have been 
doing a pretty good job at catering to the Roman Catholic 
element, both for power and business reasons, and this, 
catering is not absent even with the powers that be in 
Truro. Rome teaches that the Church really has control 
over the State and the State must work and exist for 
the Church. 

Now this, will help us to see to-day' why the Roman 
Catholic Cl1urch seeks to take everything from the State 
without trying to give anything back. In recent weeks 
the matter of Clergy Income 'raxes Has come to the 
foreground, thanks to the work of Dr. T. T. Shields in 
Toronto. Perhaps you are not aware that all Protestant 
Clergy must pay Income Tax on their salary, to which 
is added rent for the Manse, and including fees such as 
marriages; but in contrast, all Catholic Priests do not 
pay one cent for Income Taxes because in their opinion 
they only make $659, $l,less than the minimum salary 
for income exemption. They do not take into considera
tion their living expenses, home, food, car, clothes, and 
a dozen and more fees that drain the pocketbooks of 
their people without giving them hope in return. 

Some weeks ago Dr. Alexander A. Murray of the 
Presbyterian Church in Sydney refused to pay this year's 
tax until the Priests were made to do the same. The 
department wrote back and said that they would hand 
over his bill to the Receiver General 'of Canada for pay
ment. 'Dr. Murray wrote back saying that he would 
welcome court action on the matter for the time had 
come for such issues to be clarified in the interests of 
the public. If that time should come we here in Truro 

, will back him to the limit and raise plenty of money for 
court expenses and bring the issue to the front. 

This is one positive proof of the Church's attitude 
towards the State, getting and gaining, and giving 
nothing in return. 

Perhaps some of you might remember also the sur
prise statements made by Senator Bouchard of Quebec 

, in- the House 'of Parliament about two years ago which 
further illustrate' this point. The matter of finding a 
committee to write a common history book for the Do
minion was under consideration when Senator Bouchard 
pointed out that much of the trouble in Canada to
day was due to the influence of Quebec upon the rest 
of the Dominion. Disunity there was the result of 
history books used in ,Quebec which falsified h.istory so 
that their people would be prejudiced against everything 
British. And all this was done with the consent of the 
Roman Catholic Church! He, himself, is a staunch 
Catholic, but in the interest of truth revealed these 
facts. We might remind ourselves that ,education in 
that province is really controlled by the Papacy who 
despise British interests which are contrary to those of 
French Canada. In 24 hours the Senator was dismissed 
from his position as Chairman of the Hyd~o CollJ.mission 
of the Province of Quebec and Romanism again proved 
that should she get in' control that all opposition would 
be condemned and freedom would be but a memory. 

Furthermore, I do not have to remind you all to-night 
tliat the Catholic Church of Canada wields the big stick 
in all departments. In the Province of Quebec to
day it is almost impossible for a Protestant minister 
to preach the Gospel by way of radio. Where control 
cannot be brought to bear upon the station management 
then the radio station itself is purchased and'the Papacy 
to-day is gradually exerting more' and more control over 
this g~at medium of speech throughout the land . 

I could -mention the newspapers of the country that 
cater to every whim' of the Catholic Church. I have 
been associated with newspaper work for a sufficiently 
long time to know the pressure that is, brought to bear 
upon Protestant papers and even'in a place like Truro 
or New Glasgow and other Protestant communities the 
influence is never forgotten. 

I could mention the influence of the Roman Catholic 
Church upon business men of every community. Time 
and again I have proven to my own satisfaction that just 
as soon as prominent business men of Truro assume 
public office they refuse to stand for the things of the 
Protestant faith lest the Catholic element will 'be in
fluenced and withdraw business. The Almighty Dollar 
is still speaking as strongly in Truro to-day as it has 
always done despite the fact that Romanist influence 
here during the past two years has almost doubled. The 
Almighty Dollar is still more important than the faith 
once and for all delivered unto the saints! And these 
facts can be multiplied by as many times as there are 
communities in Canada to-day! 

Yes, and I Could ~ention that even many of our 
Protestant clergy flirt with 'the heads of the Roman 

, Catholic Church. A year ago in Truro one of Truro's 
most prominent clergymen gave a most, hearty welcome 
to the new Priest for Truro, in his weekly news letter, 
wishing him every success in his work, whereas such 
success means failure for, the true faith of our Lord 
Jesus Christ through the Protestant Churches. And 
J;,ot many months ago, prominent leaders of the Presby
terian, United, Baptist, Anglican Churches and the 
Salvation Army united together to welcome and con
gratulate Cardinal McGuigan of Toronto upon his ap
pointment despite the fact 'that his work will be pri-
. marily to undermine the faith once and for, ail delivered_ 
unto the saints. The same tendency is seen among 
Modernistic Church leaders in the Federal Council of 
Churches of America, from which the Canadian Council 
of Churches modernistic leadership derives its inspira
tion, in which council your ChurCh is a member. These', 
spiritual leaders are constantly telling us that the hope 
for Christianity is not just a union of all Protestant 
Churches, but also a union of Protestantism and. Roman
isIp. 

The fact that Protestants fail to see these days in, 
allowing Romanism to infliience us in all walks of life 
is that Romanism is primarily' and esse:t;ltially anti
Christian. The Roman Catholic Church can only be 
wh~t it claims to be .. the true Church and the only 
custodian of the truth' of G'od to 'bring people to, the 
pathway that leads to, heaven'; o'r else it is the greatest 
fraud in history, leading its people in ignorance away 
from the freedom of the Gospel into the paths where 
the Devil and his hosts, frequent and'make merry at the 
people's 'expense. The Pope' is either what he claims 
to be-'tbe'true'vicar'of Christ;, or else he is the greatest 
deceiver of mankind and as our Confession states, the 
anti-Christ'in the world to-day. And yet clergy and 
Church members in business,. public office, and seats of 
authority listen to every whine of this godless institution 
that they might primarily for business reasons gain 
their business while at the same time trifling with the 
Word of God that might easily lead them to lose their 
souls. "And what doth it profit a man if he gain the 
whole world and lose his soul?" (Mt. 16 :26). . 

If we had the time to-night, we could examine Roman
ism from history and find that their watchword is in-
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tolerance and persecution against all who would dare 
to differ wi~h her. Not only would 'we rel;1d about her 
murdering such leaders as John Huss, John Wycliffe~ 
William Tyndale, but we would discover that the Roman 
Catholic' Church slaughtered tens of thousands of the 
best people of Europe' during the 16th and 17th centuries: 
In France alone in the reign of Charles IX the Catholic 
prince boasted that within a few days 70,000 Protestants 
were slain. The Pope was so rejoiced that he made a· 
new medal inscribed with his name and bearing the 
words, "The slaughter of the HugUenots." 

In Thomas Babington Macaulay's History of EngUmd, 
Vol. I, p. 54, we have the following survey of the Roman 
Catholic 'Churc~ during the Middle Ages: 

"During the last three centuries, to stunt the growth 
of the ·human mind has been her chief object. Through
out Christendom, whatever advance has been made in 
knowledge, in freedom, in wealth, and in the arts of 
life, has been made in spite of her, and has everywhere 
been in inverse proportion to her power • . . • Who
ever, knowing what Italy and Scotland naturally.are, and 
what, four hundred years ago, they actually were, shall 
now compare the country round Rome with the country 
round Edinburgh, will be able to form some judgment 
as to the tendency of Papal domination. The descent 
of Spain, once the first. among monarchies, to the lowest 
depths of degradation, the elevation of Holland, in spite 
of many natural disadvantages, to a position such as 
no commonwealth so small has ever reached, teach the 
same lesson . . . • On the other side of the Atlantic 
the same law prevails. The Protestants of the United 
States have left far behind them the Roman Catholics 

I of Mexico, Peru, and Brazil. The Roman Catholics of 
Lower Canada remain inert, while the whole' continent 
round them is in a ferment with Protestant activity and 
enterprise." 
And. we might now add the situation has remained 

the same and has grown plore intense' as we would com
pare Roman Catholic Countries today with Protestant 
countries throughout the world! 

If it were possible to take a visit to Catholic Spain 
today we would find there the fruits of Rome. In -1937 
General Franco promised reli&ious freedom were he 
elected but today the Bible is forbidden, Protestant mis
sions are banned, evangelical Churches are Closed, and 
our missionaries not allowed to enter. It was a French 
writer, -Louis Veuillot by name, who once expressed the 
Roman Catholic view of liberty: "We ask you for liberty 
in the name of your principles; we deny it to you in 
the name of ours." And it was no less an honoured 
distinguished servant of the same Church, Cardinal Vil
leneuve, who said that "The Catholic Church does not 
believe in democracy." 

It is unnecessary for us this evening to say anything 
further about the same condition that exists in South 
America where filth, illiteracy, and spiritual ignorance 
~eign supreme. You will be more familiar with the 
efforts of the Roman Catholic Church there to keep out 
the Protestant missionaries who alone would give the 
truth that would set the people free. 

It was Jesus Himself who told His disciples, "If ye 
continue in My Word, .then are ye my disciples ind~d; 
and ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make 
you free"-John 8:31,32. There are many to-day among 
Protestant people who are still living in the bondage of 
sin, without P!ilace and freedom 'which Jesus provides. 
All of us are born in sin and it is- sin that binds us and 
keeps us in .bondage to the Devil. It is because of the. 

reality of sin that there is the reality of Hell. But 
Christ came into the world to die, the Just for the unjust, 
to free us from this .burden. "Whosoever believeth on 
Him HATH everlasting life." Will you .believe to-night? 
It is impossible for us to help set others free until we 
are free ourselves. Only Jesus Christ can set us free. 
Just.listen to Jesus tonight! 

'~Behold Me standing at the door, 
And hear Me pleading evermore, 
With gentl~ voice: Oh, heart of sin, 
iMay I come in? May I come in? 

"I would not plead with thee in vain; 
Remember aU My grief and pain! 
I died to ransom thee from sin: 
,May I come in? May I come in? 

"I bring thee joy from heaven above, 
I bring thee pardon, peace and love; 
Say, weary heart, oppressed with sin: 
May I come in? May I come in?" 

HAVE YOU ANSWERED THE EDITOR'S 
ANNUAL LEnER? 

Please see the last page. 

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH AND 
THE BIBLE 

D'URING the past week I was confronted with the 
question again a~ to the minister's right to speak 

about the Roman Catholic Church. The general feeling 
is still with us that we should seek to look alter our 
own work without making any reference to this other 
Church which is caring for her own people with little 
or no interest .in ours. Is . this the truth? I have tried 
to point out that even if Rome and her servants would 
mind their own business and' not thrust their ways 
upon us at the expense of our lib~rties we might be 
able to avoid controversy upon this delicate ~atter. 
But this is not the case. The Roman Catholic Church 
is seeking in every possible way to impose her teachings 

. and beliefs upon the peoples of every community and 
every nation. 

We live in a day of extreme tolerance and our people 
would like the pulpit to stay away from all controversial 
subjects even if truth were at stake .. The sad fact 'is 
that the modern pulpit is doing exactly what the people 
desire! I want to emphasize to-night that we must .be 
on guard against the Roman Catholic Church which 
consigns to Hell a11. who reject her belief. In one of the 
famous documents handed down from Pope to Pope, 
called the In CoeM Domini, and which is published each 
year on the Thursday before Good Friday, we read the 
following words taken from one of the paragraphs: 

uW~ do, on the. part of Almighty God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, and also by the authority of the blessed 
apostles, Peter and Paul, ·arid· by our own, excommunicate 
and curse all Hussites, Wycliffites, Lutherans, Zwing
lians, Calvinists, Huguenots, Anabaptists, Trinitarians, 
and Apostles from the faith of Christ, and all and sundry 
other heretics, by whatsoever sect they may be; and. 
those believe in them, and t~eir receivers, abettors, and 
in . general, all their defenders whatsoever, and those 
who without our authority and that of the Apostolic See 
knowingly read, or retain, or print, or in any way defend 
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~he books contail;ling their Heresy, or treating of reli
gion!" 
Therefore let it be known to the tolerant Protestants 

today, so sickly and sentimental in their faith, that the 
Roman Church is not a tolerant Church at all! Rather 
it is the most intolerant organization in the world to-day 
and constantly sends forth its curses upon the Protestant 
Christians and "Churehes of all lands, which in their 
sight means that all who reject her doctrines must be 
eternally damned in the sight of God. . 

To-night we are going to consider the Roman Catho
lic's belief toward's the Word of G9«i. We shall readily 
see that Romanism fails to make the Bible the founda
tion and souree of her faith and therefore she makes 
false in a multitude of ways the faith .... once for all de
livered unto the saints. 

The Word of God is the fountain of our faith where 
'we find the revelation of God's Son, Jesus Ghrist; who 
came to this world because of sin,. and who Himself is 
the answer to all the problems caused by sin. Without 
the Bible there is no revelation of Jesus Christ. And 
without Jesus Christ there .s no knowledge of sins for
given and no fellowship with Almighty God, the Father. 
Therefore the Bible is essential to our faith. If the 
Bible is not taken seriously and authoritatively, as it is 
not even in modernistic pulpits to-day where parts are 
denied and rejected, then error creeps in and the Church 
loses its power which comes alone from the. Spirit of 
~~ . 

When we examine Rome's attitude towards the Bible 
we see first of all that she fears the Bible. If Romanism 
captures Canada as it is seeking to do and with consider
'able success, then the Bible would be taken 'from us aIJ 
it is in Spain. (There are many' ,Protestant homes in 
Truro to-night who would not, know if the Bible was 
taken away or not!) The Roman Church holds that the 
people have 1).0 right to have the Bible; they must still 
go to the priest for understanding for only the priest 
can really interpret it. Little wonder she curses the 
Bible societies calling them "A horrible invention which 
undermines the foundation of religion!" She also terms 
the Bible societies "These cunning and infamous socie
ties.". Let our sleeping Protestants awake before i~ is 
too late to'the realization that the right to possess, read, 
and privately interpret the Bible is the very tap root 
of all our liberties! If w~ are concerned for the welfare, 
of God's Kingdom and for the spread of truth let us 
resist unto blood if need be the pressure of 'Rome in 
Quebec and New' Brunswick and in eVery Catho~ic com
munity and Church to ban the Bible that we might hold 
fast to our faith! ' , 

If we turn to John Calvin's Institutes of the Christian 
Religion, Book 1, Chapter VII, we find there a helpful 
summary of the 'position the Catholic Church takes wIth 
regard to the Word of God. 

The Catholic Church begins with the assilmption that 
God's Spirit does not reveal the tru~h of the authority 
of God's Word to the believers oJ each generation. 
Rather it assumes that the books of the ,Bible can only 
be determined by the Roman Church which in turn has 
''the' sole right of interpretation of the 'same. Therefore 
~he plan of salvation as given 'by Almighty God rests 
with man's interpretation throilgli,'the hierarchy of the 
Church rather than with 'the, Holy, Spirit who alone 
reveals the truth. Therefore ihe Church "is taking ~pon 
itself the judgment over Holy Scrjpture ratb,er' than 
~eing herself judged by Holy Scripture which is God's 

plan and purpose for Scripture! The Church must grow 
out of Holy Scripture if it be the true Church of Jesus 
Christ. The Roman Catholic Church is in the'lust analy
sis the efforts of man to assume unto himself the au
thority and power of-God over the things of tlle Spirit 
which ha's its beginning with Satan in the Garden of 
Eden ,when man was tempted to take God's, place through 
disobedience. ' 

As over against this belief we Protestants must ever 
affirm our belief in the right of the Holy Spirit to reveal 
the truth. The Bible will never speak to the hearts of 
people until the Spirit is pr~sent in the' faithful bearts 
to confirm the truth. 

Furthermore, we ·believe that the Word of God which 
is contained in the Scriptures.of the Old and New TelOta
ments is the only rule to direct us how we may -glorify 
and enjoy God. In eontrast we have the Roman Catholic 
Church believing not' only that the 'Bible cannot be 
rightly understOOd apart from the Church's understand
ing of it; but also they affirm that, tradition holds an 
ind,ispensable place beside the' Bible and one equally 
authoritative with it. We shall find out in later mes
sages that the false, doctrines of the Church, such as 
idol worship, the infallibility of' the' Pope, have their 
foundation in tradition and not,in the Bible, the, Word 
of God.' Protestants must- constantly affirm that., the 

,traditions of, men can ,add nothing to the message and 
inspiration of Holy Scripture, but must ,at the same 
time beware lest they themselves build up a tradition 
that will take the place of Scripture 'as a rule to guide 
us how we may glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

We, must" however, observ~ that the Roman Church 
is to-day making a special effort to prove that she is 
anxious for her people to read the Bible even like unto 
the Prot~stants. A little pamphlet has been p!:inted by 
tlieir Church entitled, Why Catholics Should Read The 
Bible. This leaflet states tha:t' the Church' grants a 
special indulgence' to CathoH~s for reading the Bible. 
It also states that 

"Ail God has to say 'to' us He has left in the Bible 
WITH THE CHURCH THAT CAN' EXPLAIN AND INTERPRET 
IT." 

Also~ • . 
"In the two Testaments we read what God wants us 

to know in order t() serve Him ana become happy as 
THE CATECHISM "TEACHES us~" , 
We know of course that the only Bible a Catholic can 

read is the Douay Version containing the Catholic an
notations which are assumed to be divinely' inspired. 
But one thing must be carefully noted: The Roman 
Catholic Chureh in a,Il its literature is very careful to 
keep before her people that the Bible is not its ow"'\ 
interpreter bu'" rather the Chureh itself must be tht! 
final judge ()f bod's niess~ge for the, people. • 

I have in my possession a book written for use in 
Catholic High FT 'hools entitled, Religion: Doctrine and 
Practice, Vol. Ih. In Chapter II on Scripture and Tradi
tion we have 'the following question which shows the 
,restraint placed upon Catholi~s in reading the Bible: 

5. QUESTION:, Are the Scriptures' always easy to 
understand? \ 

AN,SWER: No, the Scriptures are frequently very diffi
cult to understand, and many "wrest" them "to their 
own destruction" (II Peter III :16). , 

(a) EVIDENCE THAT SCRIPTURE IS DIFFI
'CULT TO UNDERSTAND-All the so-called Christian 
sects claim to have the authority of the Bible for their 

! • 

, 
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contradictory doctrines; this shows how hard it often is 
to understand the real meaning. 

(b) THE OF.FICIAL INTERPRETER OF THE 
BIBLE-The Catholic Church is the guardian and inter
preter of the Bible, and no one is allowed to put any 
interpretation on it contrary to that of the Church. 

8. 'QUESTION: (a) READING THE BIBLE-The 
question is sometimes asked whether Catholics are al
lowed to read the Bible. While 'the Church dolls not pe·r
mit the faithful at large to read Protestant Bibles, as 
they' contain errors and false doctrines, it allows and 
encourages the' use of the Bible in editions that are' 
properly authorized and accompanied by explanatory 
notes. However, it is. well to remember tha.t many por
tions of the Bible, especially of the O.T., were never 
intended for youthful readers. 

This will help us to see why so ma~y Bibles are burned 
in New Brunswick and Quebec and other strong Catholic 
c£.ntres where the Gospel is preached and literature dis
tributed. Missionaries-in Spain and South America have 
often been attacked by Catholic mobs headed by priests 
and their Bibles and property seized, This is further 
emphasized in their Larger Catechism: "What ought the 
Christian to do if a Bible should be offered him by a 
Protestant?" Answer: "He ought immediately to spurn 
it because it is forbidden by the~ Church, and if he should 
accept it without adverting to what it is, he should at 
once pitch it into the fire or fetch it to his priest." The 
Catholic Church will do everything possible to keep their 
control over even the reading of God's Word lest the 
Spirit light up the ignorance and expose the un scriptural 
truths held by the Church'throughOl.\t the centuries. 

Then I want to point out also that even in the Catholic 
Bible the Catholics without restrictions could find the 
errors of their system. The Bible teaches in Mt. 23:9 
that the title "Father" must not be applied to any spirit
ual leader. The Epistle to the Hebrews shows conclus
ively that Christ is the only priest between man and God. 

Then, ·if the Bible contains for them all God has to say 
where· do the Catholics get their authority for praying 
for the dead. The mass was not adopted until 394 A.D. 
and the doctrine of purgatory got its start in 593. The 
use of· images and -relics in" the Church began in 709. 
Where do we read about prayer beads in the Bible which 
were introduced in 1090? Or confessing one's sins to 
the priest which. came in in 1215? Much of the form of 
Catholicism has no foundation .in the Word of God at 
all and only the Word of God will reveal the truth so 
greatly needed in the world today. 

But in saying all this I want to say that many a sin
cere Catholic will find salvation in Christ. 'It is possible 
for a Catholic to put his trust in Christ alone out the 
whole set-up of the Church is to keep the people as far 
away as possible from the living personal Christ by 
making these additions and forms that keep Him in the 
background. 

And yet as we look out in the Protestant Church to
night we find the Church as a whole, cold and sleeping, 
with modernistic preachers denying the Word and 
modernistic colleges working overtime to undermine the. 
faith. There seem to be more churches today denying 
the Word and the blood of Christ than there are be~ 
lieving it. But to-night I want to say that there is only 
one hope for us all and that is in Christ, who is revealed 
alone in the Bible. Therefore: 

Let U Ii Go Back To The Bible 
Man is in darkness, his day turned to night, 
Hatred encouraged, and wrong is called right; 

• !I 

How can the world find again freedom's light? 
Let us go back to the Bible! 

Nations have turned from belief unto doubtr 
Blindly are groping and ~rifting about; 
Calling them back to the faith, comes the shout: 
Let us go back to the Bible! 

Book of all books, that forewarns of God's wrath, 
Tells of salvation and sin's aftermath; 
Lamp to our feet and light to our path, 
Let us go back to the Bible! 

.Back to the faith of our fathers, indeed! 
Back to the cross and its Christ for our creed; 
Only by Him can the sinner be freed '-
Let us go back to the Bible! 

HAVE YOU ANSWERED THE EDITOR'S 
ANNUAL LETTER? 

Please see the last page. 

\ 

.CATHOLIC MASS EXAMINED IN THE LIGHT 
OF THE BIBLE 

SOME months ago a little booklet was sent to me en
titled, Why the Mass? written by two priests of 

the Roman Catholic Church for the instruction of Catho-· -
Iics in the importance of the Mass. It is written in such 
a wb to have an appeal for Protestants also and it was 
evidently sent to me py some Catholic admirer seeking 
to help me find the truth as they see it in the Roman 
Church. I purpose to-night to examine the Catholic 
Mass in the light of God's Word so that we might see 
how utterly false their teaching is· in the sight of God. 

I am speaking about the Mass because it strikes at 
the heart of the Catholic faith. Father Richard Ginder, 
in his little booklet, The Framework of Catholic Belief, 
tells us on page 18 that 

"Our greatest act of adoration is the Mass. When we 
ar2 at Mass, we are doing the most we could possibly 
do for God. Once you have been received into. the 
Church, you are bound to assist at Mass every .sunday 
and holyday; unless you have a reasonable excuse. The 
duty binds so that it is seriously sinful to neglect it." 
This might be one explanation for the faithful attend-

ance of Catholics at the Sunday morning Masses! 
Then to see again the importance of M1ass the Monas~ 

te1'y of the Precious Blood, London, Ontario, has issued 
a little booklet on the Mass, which contains the following: 

"TREMENDOUS VALUE OF HOLY ·MA·SS. At the 
hour of death the Holy ,Masses you have hear4., devoutly 
will be your greatest consolation. ·By every Mass you 

• can diminish the temporal p~nishment due to your sins, 
more or less, accor~ing to your fervor, By piously 
hearing Mass you afford the Souls in Purgatory the 
greatest possible relief .... You shorten your Purgatory 
by. every Mass." 
Let us examine the Mass then as we have it set forth 

in this C!lthoIic bookIet, Why the Mass? 
The occasio.n for the institution of the Mass goes back 

to the Upper Room where our Lord partook of the 
Lord's Supper with His -disciples: "And as they were 
eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, 
and gave to the disciples, and said, 'Take, eat; this is 
my body.' And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and 
gave to them, saying, 'Drink ye all of it; for this is my 
blood of the New Testament, which is shed for many 
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for the remission of sins" (Mt. 26 :26-28). The Roman which the Catholic Church most fittingly terms trans-
,Church teaches that "Christ took bread and changed it substantiation, let him be anathema." 
into His body" and likewise the wine was changed to N ow let us see what we Christians believe regarding 
His blood. Then they point out that Christ gave the these views and the Lord's Supper: 
Apostles the power to do ·as He. had just done, by saying (1) The Mass is blasphemy against"God and an insult 
to them, "DO THIS for a commemoration of me" (Lk. to Christ. Christ was ma·de a High Priest by His 
22:19-Catholic N.T.). Therefore the actual sacrifice Father for all times, and needs no vicar to be His sub
of Christ took place at the Upper Room and not at stitute. In Hebrews 7:17 we read that Christ was "A 
Calvary at all! . Priest for ever afte·r the order of M.elchisedec." Thus 

This same. booklet also points out that "Every Mass the Catholic priests take all honour away from Christ 
repeats the holy action performed by Christ at the Last and roll Him of His right to be an eternal Priest. As 
Supper." (p. 8), The Roman Church teaches that the Christ brought forth br~ad and ~ine so the presumptuous 
command given to the disciples as priests, and to all true· priest does likewise seeking to be a resemblance of 
appoin~d priests that follow them, "DO Tins' in re- Christ. No human has the ·right to take upon himself 
membrance of me," means that Christ is given as a per- the power to appease the wrath of God or obtain the 
petual Victim at the command of the priests. This remission of sins. It 1s blasphemy against God for the 
means that since there are about four masses per second priest to repeat such a sacrifice with a view to obtain
offered up in all Christendom, Christ dies, a sacrifice on 'ing the pardon of sins and obtain righteousness from 
a Roman altar, four times every tick of the clock, hour God. Christ is the only 'Priest and High Priest of the 
by hour, day in, day out, year by year. This is exactly New Testament Who 'bought us with.a great price, His 
what their teaching means. If this is true then the Own Blood. The priest seems too often to grant special 
Church practises cannibalism in the eating Qf flesh and dispensations of grace, like Judas of old; the difference 
the drinking of blood. being, Judas sold his Lord once, but the Roman Church 

If we turn to the decision of the Council of Trent, sells Him as often as they meet a purchaser. 
where the faith of Romanism was really. expressed, we (2) The miracle ·of transubstantiation at the Mass 
find this further teaching about their belief in relation is no miracle at all, for it is unlike all other miracles 
to the Protestant Church: of Christ. When our Lord turned the water into wine, 

"Whoever shall affirm that the sacrifice of the mass is . the ruler of the house did not have to explain to the 
nothing more than an act of pra!se and thanksgiving,. or. guests that what looked and tasted .]ike water was. really 
that it is simply commemorative of the sacrifice offered wine. When the ·sick were healed and the blind given 
on the Cross, and ]lot also propitiation, or that it benefits sight they did not have to appear to be well. Romanism 
only the person who receives it, nor ought to be offered seeks to blind reason in asking her people to believe the 
for the living and the dead,' for sins, punishments, teachings of the church. 
satisfactions, and whatever besides may be requisite, (3) God's Word contradicts this whole teaching and 
let him be accursed" (Sect. XXII, Cap. 1). . if Catholics would. read their own Bibles with open 
Now what is the relation of the Cross to this sacrifice minds they would see such contradictions: Let us read 

instituted.in the Upper Room? The Cross is the Public from Hebrews 7 :26, 27: , 
manifestation of the sacrifice made in the IUpper Room "For such ·an high priest becaml us, who is holy, 
and in reality completes the sacrifice. The Cross also harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made 
fixed our Lord's state as a sacrificial victim. The· Roman higher than the heavens; who needeth not daily AS 

Church teaches that the words, "It is finished", mean THOSE HIGH PRIESTS TO OFFER UP IiJACRIFICE, first for his 
that His sacrifice was finished, but that He had finished own sins, and then for the people's; for THIS HE DID 

His former, normal, earthly life and was now . fixed in ONCE WHEN HE OFFERED UP HIMSEI,F." 

the state of a. Victim. This sacrifice continues every If Christ offered a ONCE FOR ALL ~acrifice, on 
time the Mass is offered. Roman altars thousands of times for sins and punish-

The practical application simply means that the bread ments and satisfactions and the rest? 
and wine are thus changed into the very flesh rmd blood Then we can find the same truth in Hebrews 9: 1-1-14 : 
of Christ. This is called transubstantiation. This change "But Christ being come an high priest of good things 
is wrought every time a priest consecrates bread and to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not 
wine at the altar. Thus all who partake literally eat made \with hands, that is· to say, not of this building; 
the fl.esh and drink the blood of Christ and are therefore neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His 

. like cannibals. . own blood he entered in once ·into the holy place, having 
obtained eternal redemption for us. For if the blood 

But the strange thing is that they realize that the of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprink-
bread and wine remain, and both taste and look the same. ling the unclean sanctifieth to the purifying of the 
Yet, they claim, the substance is flesh 'and blood. Thus .flesh; how much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
the Roman Catholic is taught to deny his senses in through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot 
this matter, and accept that which looks, feels, smells, to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve 
tastes, like ·bread and wine as something else, namely, thE) l!ving God?" 
flesh and blood. A ·-curse is pronounced on all who do 'Also how can anyone read Hebrews 9 :24-28 and still 
not receive this by faith. Thus says the Council of believe in the perpetual sacrifice? 
Trent: "1<~or IChrist is not entered into the holy places made 

"If anyone shall say in the Most Holy Sacrament of with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into 
the Eucharist there remains the substance of bread and heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God 
wine together with the Body and Blood of Christ, and for us: nor yet that he should offer· himself often, as 
shall deny that marvel,lous and unique conversion of , the high priest entereth into the holy place every year 
the entire substance of the· bread into His Body, and with blood of others; for then must he often have 
of the entire substance ·of wine into His Blood, while suffered since. the foundation of the world; but now once 
the species of bread and wine alone remain, a conversion in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away 
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sin by the sacrifice of himself. And as it ·is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: so 
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and 
unto them that look for him shall he appear the second 
time without sin unto salvation." , 
(4) Thus w~, can see that the fuB significance of the 

Cross is thrust into the background. If we believe in 
the perpetual sacrifice of Christ, He is of little more 
value than the animal sacrifices of the Old Testament. 
The apostle Paul.teaches cleal'ly that the full work of 
redemption was finished on Calvary's Cross. Christ 
once offered up Himself so that the benefit of this 
sacrifice might be revealed to us through the preaching 
of the Word. Paul clearly poirits out that Christ never 
intended that He' should be murdered by the Romanist 
Church in a thousand separate places at once. "It was 
not necessary that he should offer himself often; for 
then must he often have suffered since the foundation 
of the world." (Heb. 9 :23-25, 26.) 
. (5) Then we must see that the M,ass really destroys 
the full significance of the Lord's Supper. Christ clearly 
teaches that tlie Supper is God's gift to Christians of 
all ages. The Roman Church teaches that the Mass 
is an offering unto God. As different as giving. is from 
receiving, so much d()es the sacrifice of the Mass differ 
from the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. The Supper 
tells us that the sacrifice is a past reality and that 
through remembering this fact at the sacrament we are 
renewed and ·strengthened in the faith. The Mass 
teaches that Ghrist must be sacrificed over and over in 
order to 'be of advantage to us. Which is right? Says 
Paul, "God forbid that 1 should glory save in the Cross 

. of ()ur Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world was 
crucified unto me and 1 unto the world· ... 

Yes, we shall conclude by quoting another portion of 
God's Word that completely destroys the validity of the 
Mass: "N ow i~ we be dead with Christ, we believe that 
we shall also live with Him:· knowing that Christ be
ing raised. from the dead, dieth no more; death hath 
no dominion ()ver Him. For' in that He died, He died 
unto sin once; but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God." 

- (~mans 6 :8-10), If Christ dietk no more tnen how 
can the Catholic Church continue its blasphemy if it is 
interested in following the Word of God? 

How many of us here to-night know within our own' 
hearts that our redemption was forever won on Calvary's 
Cross? Unless we truly know that within our hearts, 
'we are still living in trespasses and sins, which means 
death and eter,nal separation from God. "For all have 
sinned and cOql,e short of the glory of God." (R()mans 
3 :23). And Jesus bore our sins on Calvary's Cross. 
He bore your sins. All we need to do is to believe, to 
trust Him. It is His finished work that saves us. {"et 
us receive Him into 'our hearts. 

THE PRIESTHOOD OF ROME-
. UNSCRIPTURAL 

WHILE the spiritual leaders ·of our day in all Prot
estant churches are looking forward to a great· 

union, not only among the Protestant churches, but also 
between Protestantism and Romanism, God's Word 
makes clear to our hearts that there can be no union 
and no .compromise with the wiles of the devil. We 
saw last Sunday night how utterly opposed is the Catholic 
Mass to the Scriptural teaching on the Lord's Supper. 
To-night w€ shall see that union and unity are i'm'pos
sible with this· anti-C'hristian church because of the un
scrip~ural Catholic conception of the priesthood. 

HAVE YOU ANSWERED THE EDITOR'S 
ANNUAL LETTER? 

Please see the last page. 

Let us first examine the teaching of the Roman Catholic 
Church regarding the priesthood. Let us see their 
importance as we find it set forth in various Catholic 
booklets: 

''Where there is no priest there is no sacrifice, and 
where there is no sacrifice there is no religion," 

"Without the priest the qeath and passion of our Lord 
would be of no av~il to us." 

"See the power of the priest! By one word from his 
lips, he changes a piece of bread into a God! A greater 
feat than the creation qf the world." 

"Next to God Himself the priest is everything." 
How different this order is than that found in Scripture 

when J onn the Baptist said, "He must increase but 1 
must decrease ,.. The Roman Church also reverses the 
order of Scripture' 

The priesthood as Rome conceives it is not only the 
guardian of divine truth, but the channel of divine grace. 
We already saw that the church brings Christ down 
upon the altar for a perpetual sacrifice at every Mass. 
Let us now see that the power to forgive sins was also 
given to the priests in the upper room after the resur
rection when Jesus said, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 
whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; 
and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained" 
(John 20: 22, 23). Also Jesus said to Simon Peter: 
"Whatsoever thou shalt 'bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven" (Matt. 16:19). These are key 
verses so let us examine them carefully. 

Let us n()tice that these two passages have reference 
to the powers of the church in disciplinary polity. The 
church has a power of jurisdiction. Paul refers to this 
in 1 Cor. 12 :28, "And God hath set some in the church, 
first apostles, secondarily prophets,thirdly teachers, after 
that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, govern
ments, . .,... Also in Romans 12: 8 he says, "He that 
ruleth, let him do it with diligence." Now in Matthew 
18 : 15-18 Jesus tells them to settle their differences 
privately as Christians, but those who despise private 
admonitions they are to be excluded' from the society 
of believers. (I should like to add here the thought that 
the church to-day is so interested in getting every Tom, 
Dick and Harry to join the church, especially, if .they. 
have a good position and will be good givers and add 
prestige to the .church, that the church will put up with 
almost anything to keep the peace. A p'erson to-day can 
drink little ()r much, can be dishonest in business or 
work, can run dance halls and promote gambling tourna
ments' of all kinds, and so· long as he is respectable in 
the community he is counted great in the eyes of the 
church. But let some .poor drunkard or outcast seek 
admittance even to the services to hear the Gospel mes
sage, and there are hard looks and much confusion. 

Now the church must have some jurisdiction over its 
people. This text has nothing to d() with the authority 
of the doctrine to be preached by the apostles, b.ut rather 
it means that the power of the Sanhedrin council has 
now been transferred to the Church of Christ. 
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Now the power of binding and loosing. is simply the 
. assuranoo given to the disciples by Christ Himself that 
their doctrine of .the grace of God was confirmed in 
Heaven by God Himself. Their voice' was the voice of 
God-not a voice issuing from the earth, but des~ended· 
"from heaven.' The remission of sins, the promises of 
eternal life can never be of' man for they are of God. 
Therefore these texts mean that the word of the Gospel 
preached by the faithful everywhere and anywhere is 
the very sentence of 'God Himself, sent forth by Himself 
and recorded in the Book of Life. 

Now then in John.20:22, 23 we have a clear explana
tion of what Christ intends by binding and loosing, 
"Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are re
tained." Now Paul points out that this is truly carried on 
by the ministers of the Gospel who have received a. com
mission to reconcile men unto God (2 Cor. 5: 18). People 
should feel :free to go to their minister and even confess 
their sins that 'he might lead them to the saving knowl
edge of Christ. But it should never be forced. . It should 
not be un"iversal in its application. And the minister 
can only direct the person to the mercy and love of 
God in Christ Jesus and wait for the Holy Spirit to 
enlighten and reveal., 

These verses, in conclusion, would tell us three things: 
(1) That no person. c'an I:3tand before God without re
mission of sins; (2) That this' benefit of sins forgiven 
comes through the church (when the church minds its 
own business) ; (3) This .remission is given to us through 

. the ministers of the church through the preaching of 
the Gospel. 

Let us also notice that there is no record of Scripture 
where the· disciples heard confessions and granted 
absolutions. Did Paul forgive the sins of the PhiIippian 
jailor like the priests try to forgive the sins of his 
people? The whole practice is foreign to the New 
Testament. 

We would also reject the Confessional on the basis 
that it was never p'ractised)n the Roman church until 
1215, unde'r Pope Innocent III. . For the first thousand 
years of church history there is no trace of such a 
sy!!'tem at all. 

Then I would say again that we would reject the 
Confessio~al on the grounds of its immoral decency since 
the time of its inception. A casual reading' of Father 
Chiniquy's book reveals the iniquity of the Confessional. 
After all, priests are only men, like unto all other men. 
The very secrecy. of the Confessional i~ loaded with 
temptation. . 

Thus we can understand a little the power of the 
priest over his people. But we can also understand how 
unscriptural are their practices and can state that God 
never intended man to undertake so much, when man 
himself is unable to do anything that will be pleasing 
in the sight of God apart trom the Spirit who reveals 
the truth of Christ to all who believe. 

Then I want to point out also that there 'is no person 
in the Bible who corresponds to the Roman priest at all. 
There were priests in the Old Testament; Christ is 
caIled the High Priest, and all believers are called "A 
Royal Priesthood," but. there is no priestly class like 
unto the Roman priests. . . 

Then the word minister as we know the term is used 
in various ways. There is one word, leitourgos, which 
meant service rendered to the state. It appears five 
times and refers to civil rulers, it is applied once to Paul 

as a minister of Christ, once to Epaphroditus, once to 
angels, and once to Christ in His priestly character .. 
Only once then has it reference to priests and that is 
when it is applied to Christ Himself, not to Roman 
priests. . 

Another wor~, huperetes, is translated four times With 
reference to Christians: once of the disciples when Jesus 
said they would fight if His Kingdom were of this world; 
once of John Mark; once of Paul; once of Paul, 'Apollos, 
and Peter, when Paul was condemning the schism that 
had arisen in Corinth over their names. There is stilI 
no sign of a Roman priesthood. 

The third word is diakonos, from which we get our 
word deacon. We read of "deacons of Satan," deacons 
of men, deacons of God, and deacons of the church. 
Christ is referred to as a "Deacon of the circumcision." 
Again there is no reference to the Roman priesthood. 

Then there is also another pair of words with reference 
to ministers of the gospel. They are elder and bi8hop. 
We believe they refer to the same office, for when Paul 
called together the "elders" of the church at Ephesus, 
he addressed them as those whom the .Holy Spirit had 
appointed "bishops" of the flock. John and Peter called 
themselves "elders". Notice this: That Peter, whom 
the Roman church conside:r:s to be the first Pope, address
ing the elders, called himself a 8unpresbuteros, .an "elder 
along with", taking his place therefore along with the 
other elders, and the.refore Rome has no Scriptural as
suranc~ for raising Peter above others. Again there' 
is no reference to the Roman priesthood. 

There are also other terms like prophets, evangelists, 
pastors, teachers, where the emphasis is upon the work 
to .be done, not the office itself. But these do not set 
forth the Roman priesthood. The whole idea of the 
Roman priesthood is absent from the Word of God and 

. is therefore of man, and not of God at all. 
Why, then, should people go to the priest to confess 

their sins. John says, "If we ·confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive 'us our sins, and to cleanse 
us 'from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1 :9). This does 
not mean that we are to confess before a fellow sinner 
who through the man-made laws of the church is made 
to take God's place, but rather. we are to come to confess 
our sins before Christ Himself, Who alone has power to 
forgive us our sins. 

You have heard of the reply made by an elderly woman 
to the priest who made a last effort to get her back to 
the church as she lay dying. "I have come to forgi~e 
your sins," he said to her. "Show me your hands," the 
aged saint answered. Then when the astonished priest 
showed his hands, she said: "You cannot forgive my 
sins. The Man who forgives my sins has the marks of 
the nails in His hands." 

My brethren, have you beheld Christ Who died on 
Calvary's Cross for your sins? We are all sinners and 
"the wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23). We are 
all going to die and it may be soon. Sudden deaths ·are 
not unknown. But this one fact is known: That at the 
hour of death there is only one thing that matters:
not to what lodge you belong, not how many' think well 
of you, not whether you are' an important citizen of the 
town or not, but one thing, what is the condition of your 
heart and soul in the sight of God. If alI is weIl through 
the blood of Christ then your soul will go to heaven; 
but, BUT if alI is not well in GOD'S SIGHT your soul 
will go to heIl and there is no second chance. All must 
die and then comes the jud&1Dent (Hebrews 9 :27). 

' .. 11 
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To-night I point you to One Who took our sins .upon 
the Cross, and blotted them out ;nce for all. That One 
is Christ Jesus. Are you trusting Him to-night? Do 
you believe tha~ He died for you? 

HAVE YOU ANSWERED THE EDITOR'S 
ANNUAL LETTER? 

Please see the last page. 

&OD'S WAY OF SALVATION AND 
ROME'S WAY 

"ONE of the real causes of the Protestant Reformation 
was the conception of salvation as found in Scripture 

and that set forth by the Roman Catholic Church. Does 
man live by faith alone in the finished work of Christ? 
Martin Luther one day realized that the just shall live 
by faith. The Roman Church insisted that man had 
much to do to save hfmself. An!! to-day the same church 
continues to emphasize works as a necessity to the com-
pletion of man's salvation. . 

Let us examine Rome's way of salvation. . I take 
this information froIl} the book, Religion, Doctrine and 
Practice, Part III, -written for use in Catholic High 
Schools, and written by one of their own priests. 

FIRST: THEIR CONCEPTION OF SIN: Adam and Eve, our 
first parents, committed the sin of disobedience, because 
they. wanted to be like God, knowing good and evil. 
Adam's sin is called original sin, and it has passed to 
all his descendants. The consequences of this sin is 
that Adam lost the supernatural life· of the soul and 
the life of the body. Furthermo.re his mind was darkened 
and his will weakened. If Adam had not sinned, his 
descendants would have been born in grace; that is, 
children. of God and heirs of heaven. But now as de
scendants of Adam, -who sinned, they ~re born in sin, 
and have no right to heaven. By Adam's sin the doors 
of heaven were closed •. 

SECONDLY: THEIR CONCEPTION OF FHRIST: Jesu~ Christ 
is the Soil of God made man~ He is true God manifested 
in the flesh. On the divinity of Christ depends the truth 
or. falsity of Christianity. (Modernists please notice.) 
Jesus Christ was conceived by the Holy Ghost and born 
of the Virgin Mary in order to provide a perfect atone
ment for the sins of men. God demanded perfect satis
faction for man's sins and only a Divine person could 
satisfy the infinite God who was offended by sin. 

THEN: NOTICE ALSO HIS SUFFERING AND DEATH: Christ 
suffered death to make satisfaction to the Divine Justice 
for the sins of the world. He died also to re~tore to 
men the grace oJ God and the right to heaven. He died 
for each and every person who ever lived or shall live. 
But because everybody does not receive Christ, all will 
not be saved. 

This is briefly their teaching without going into all 
the details and off-shoots that spring from tradition 
and man. It sounds rather orthodox but it is when they 
begin to put this teaching into ·practice that their error 
can be seen. . -. _ 

-Let. us noti~ that Rome teaches and believes that 
there is no salvation outside the Catholic Church. One· 
is a good Catholic who is baptized, believes all that the 
church teaches" and fulfills all the obligations it imposes. 
~ow notice this question in the same book: 

Will all Catholics' 'be .saved?· ANSWER: "No, only those 
Catholics who live up to the teachings of their religion." 
It will be observed that the moment their belief is 
practised then faith in Christ disappears. 

Since Jesus Christ established the Roman Catholic 
Church and commanded all to belong to it, therefore any 
who refuse to obey it cannot enter heaven. BUT NOT 
ONLY IS THERE A PRECEPT TO JOIN THE CHURCH BUT 
MEMBERSHIP IN IT IS A NECESSARY MEANS OF SALVATION. 
If for any reason, it is impossible for a person to join 
the Church by receiving baptism, he must have the de
sire, at least implicit, of doing so. And what about 
Protestants outside this church? Just listen: 

"Such persons, if they hold the essentials of Christian 
belief, and have at least an implicit desire of- belonging 
to. the Church, and are in the state of grace, either 
through baptism or an act of the pure love of God, will 
be pleasing to Him." ' 
Thus we see that Rome's way of salvation in the last 

analysis is on the basis of-the sacraments' of the ch'/!-rph 
not on the merits of the finished work of Christ at all, 
through the Gospel mes·sage. Let us mention' briefly 
their teaching more fully iIi' this connection. There are 
seven sacraments and five of these are instruments to 
give saving grace to the people through the authority 
of the church. 

The most important is baptism. Rome teaches that 
"By baptism the person is made a member of the true 
church of Christ, obtaining' remission of original sin 

'and of all actual'sins, if he has committed any, with all 
the punishment due to them, and becomes capable of 
receiving the other sacraments." Baptism is the essential 
means of washing away the stain of original sin. God's 
word tens us "the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us 
from all sin" (1 John 1 :7). But to Rome there is no 
salvation outside bf baptism. 
- Then. there is the sacrament of confirmation. . The 
bishop receives the person who has been baptized and 
instructed, lays his hands on him, makes the sign of 
the cross and slaps him ()n the cheek. Then applying 
the oil he says, "I sign thee with the sign of the Cross, 
and I confirm thee with the chrism of salvation, in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost." .Now this sacrament is not necessary for salva
tion, but "It is wrong to neglect it, because it is a meanll 
for ()btaining salvation more easily' and fully.~' Again 
God'~ Word teaches "For by grace are ye saved through 
fa,ith and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God" 
(Eph.2:8). The Catholic Church does not grant salva
tion assurance to her people despite the' elab~rate set
up for applying the means, of grace. 

There, is also the sacrament of the eucharist which is 
like. unto the sacrifice of the Mass. The Council of Trent 
tells us that this 'sacrament "Remits venial (that' is, 
lesse'r) sins, it strengthens against temptation, it in
v'igorates and nourishes the soUl." The priest is told 
to expound the benefits of the eucharist from John VI: 
(1) He has no life who does not par,take of them; 
(2) He has eternal life who does, and will be raised up 
in the resurrection of the just; (3} Eating and drink
ing the body and blood of Christ is the way to realize 
the mutual indwelling of Christ in the believer. 

But despite the fact that baptism gives' one the bene
fits of God's grace, and the sacraments of- confirmation 
and the ~ucharist forgive fur-ther sins and strengthen 
the people agaiI?-st sin, yet sins still creep in,' even 
rportal sins, that might damn the soul' even of the 

\ 
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baptized. Theref~re the church practises penance. The 
sinner comes to the priest. There must be the spirit of 
repentance. Then there is confession to the priest, not 
to Christ, for he holds the power of the keys to bind 
and'loose sin. Then the priest gives satisfaction through 
a system of works. Again the way of salvation works 
and God's word says NOT' BY WORKS. LEST ANY SHOULD 
BOAST! (Eph. 2 :9). 

The final, sacrament of grace is extreme unc.tion. 
This is needed for the last moment of death because 
neither the person nor the priest himself can believe 
for a moment that works are sufficient for salvation. 
aere the priest anoints the eyes, ears, mouth, nose, 
head and feet of 'the dying, that the Lord may pardon 
and give mercy through this holy unction. Thus they 
teach that all remain'ing sins are blotted out as well 
as the remains of sin. It also teaches us why the priest 
exerts such a .power over his people even to the last 
dying moment, a real illustration of the blind leading 
the blind even unto death. • . 

Yes, and this is not all. Salvation is not yet attained. 
There is the teaching of purgatory where the satisfaction 
of sins is accomplished. The time spent in purgatory 
can be shortened ,through indulgences which come 
through the church's supply of the blood of Christ, which 
is draw.n upon by the priests in quantities that suit the 
situation which is often dependent upon 'the amount of 
fees paid by the family of the dead. Other helps can 
be given such as praying for the dead, and having masses 
said for them. . 

But, having said all this, the sad fact is that despite 
the cumbersome plan of salvation' 'as outlined by .the 
Church of Rome, the Catholic people still have no real 
assurance of salvation. After all, they can never be 
sure until they die. (Even some Protestant leaders 
would make us believe something liKe unto this!) 

,Our question to all Catholics would be something like 
this: What is the good of such a religion when there 
is such little hope and assurance like that found in the 
Word of God? God's Word is definite. "Whosoever 
believeth on the Son HATH life (John 4 :36). We do 
not need to hope to be saved. We can know· right now 
whether or not-we are saved. . 

Rome teaches salvation by works. Man must do some
thing and continue to do something to be saved. God's 
Word teaches that salvation is by grace alone as it is 
revealed in Jesus Christ. "The gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord." Rome says that 
a;alvation is from God in Christ but you cannot receive 
it except by w9rking for it through the church, the 
priest, the sacrament, etc. 

Thus we can see th'at Rome corrupts the Gospel 
through the teachings of men. The Cross is of NO 
,EFFECT in the Catholic Church. The finished work 
of Christ is pushed into the background while the works 
of men are emphasized from the beginning to the end. 
Jesus Christ is not the Lord over this church, and 
therefore' salvlltion is not through His blood, for the 
great emphasis is the church, and the priest, and the 
sacraments. 

And yet to-night what is our emphasis in the matter 
of salvation? "For by grace are ye saved through faith~' 
(Eph.2:8). This does not say: 

For by doing .the best ye can ye are saved. 
For' by following the golden rule ye are saved. 
For by taking. a chance are ye saved. 
For by getting' an education are ye, saved. 
For by joining the church are ye saved. 

.... 
. No" it is God's grage and mercy and love in Christ. 

My brethren, tonight there are only two classes of people 
here, the saved and the unsaved. To-night if you are 
not sure to which class you ·belong, perhaps, and most 
probably, you belong to the unsaved class. "He that 
is not with Me is against Me," said Jesus. We are 
either with Him or against Him. If you are against 
Him, will you then behold Him dying on the Cross for 
you, shedding His Blood for the remission of your ·sins. 
The sin question is a settled question for you all to
night. All you need to do is to receive Him by accept
ing His finished work on Calva·ry's' Cross. Salvation' 
is God's gift for you through. Christ. Will you accept 
Him now? 

MARIOLiT{{Y AND IDOL WORSHIP
AN OFFENCE TO GOD 

WE come to-night to the end of a series of sermons 
dealing with the 'teaching of Romanism as· over 

, against the teaching of God's Word, .. I do pray that 
they might be used of qod in some'small way to educate 
our' people; to stir Christians from their slumbers; 
to encourage more to study.God's Word so that they 
might give an . account of their .faith before men. Much 
more could be said but just as we have been led to start 
so we have now been led to stop.' From time to time 
we shall give other messages on the same subject in' 
order. to keep this important matter before our. people. 

We speak to-night on idol worship with special re
ference to their worship of Mary, the Mother. of Jesus. 
We can say first of .alI that this whole practice of bow
Jng down before images is forbidden' by the Second 
Commandment. The ~oman. Church tells us that they 
do not ·worship the images, but use them as symbols 
of the obje~.t of their' worship. The Commandment, 
however, does not only forbid the worship of images: it 
'states plainly: "Thou shalt not bow down to them nor 
worship them." , The practice is an offence to God. The 
Roman Church leaves out this Second Commandment, 
dividing the Tenth Commandment into two to make the 
ten. 

Albert Henry N~wnJ.an", in his Manual of Church, 
Hist01'y, Vol. 1, p.p. 386-387, points out that 'during the 
first three centuries of the Christian church everything 
was rejected that might betoken image worship: 

"Thl;l :Synod of Elvira (302) decreed that 'Pictures 
ought not to be in the churches.' From the time of 
Constantine onward this practice (the veneration of 
pictures) developed rapidly. To a very great j!Xtent it 
was transferred immediately from paganism. Men of 
illfluen'ce came from paganism to Christianity' with little 
change of views. Such men were in many cases appointed 
to high offices in the churches, and they devoted their 
energies to the ·assimilation of Christian churches to 
heathen temples." 
(This corresponds somewhat to the modern practice 

of electing. the prominent men of the community to 
places of l?osition. The better the position and the 
greater contributions, although by no means the greater 
sacrifice" the more attention is given by the church and 
the more calls that minister is supposed to make to 
that home. And the result is like unto the above in 
that the church ha's become worldly and seeks to choose 
its membership like unto the social club and lodge
handpicking her followers.) At any-rate at the be
ginning of the 7th century image worship had incr~ased 
to such a degree that the: Mohammedans and' Jews 

" !I. 

! 
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taunted the Christians by saying they had fallen into 
idolatry. 

On the other hand, although most of the Catholic 
books written for the use of Protestants as propagan~a 
would tell us that no worship is paid to images of any 
kind, yet St. Thomas Aquinas in his Summa, which is 
one of the greatest of all Roman Catholic theological 
works, points out that "The same reverence should be 
displayed towards an image of Christ and towards Christ 
Himself, and seeing that Christ is adored with the 
adoration of latria (that is, supreme religious worship) 
it follows that His image is to ·be adored with the adora
tion of latria." And so it follows for other idols accord
ing to this great Romanist leader. It will be difficult 
for the priests of Rome to take away the full significance 
of these words when they try to tell us that their idols 
are not worshipped. Such idols are truly an offence to 
Almighty God! . 

The greatest and supreme example of idol worship in 
the Church of Rome is that given to Mary. Now let us. 
notice the false reasoning used by Rome to arrive at 
the conclusion that Mary is the Mother 0/ God. They 
say this: 

"Since Mary was the Mother of The Person Jesus 
Christ, and as He is a Divine Person and true God, 
s~e is rightly called the Mother of God." 
The final appeal goes hack to 431. N estorius, Bishop 

of Constantinople, began to teach .that there were two 
persons in Christ, and that Mary was not the Mother 
of God, but only the Mother of Christ. The Council of 
Ephesus (431 A.D.) condemned this heresy and solemnly 
declared Mary to be the Mother of God. 

Miary is given' several names in the Roman Church: 
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven, Star of the Sea, Our 
Lady, etc. Is there any danger of loving and honour
ing Mary too much? Rome says, "No, as long as we 
do not pay her divine worship; we can never love or 
honour her as God the Son did in choosing her to be 
His Mother." Yet, Rome teaches that what Mary asks 
for, God will grant. She has great persuasion power 
with God. She intercedes for people unto their salvation. 
Therefore in practice Mary becomes a female god taking 
honour which is due alone to Jesus Christ. 

Then notice their doctrine of the Immaculate Con~ 
ception. In 1854 this church declared that Mary was 
born sinless. Previous popes had declared that Mary 
was not born without sin. Thus we see that even the 
infallible popes disagreed on such an important matter! 
There is no Scriptural ground for the belief in the 
sinless Mary. When Elizabeth, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, pronounced a ·blessing upon Mary and upon 
the Son to be born of her, Mary said, "My spirit hath 
rejoiced in Go'd my SAVIOUR" (Luke 1:47). Only the 
sinful need a Saviour, and Mary acknowledged her need. 
. Romanism realizes there is no Scriptural authority 
for this belief. Various writings point out that "The 
lack of Scriptural evidence can' be abundantly supplied 
from the writings of the Fathers." The real appeal 'of 
Rome is still to man and authority not to the Word of 
GOd. 

Then let us also notice the office of Mary in the 
Roman Church. She is the second Eve, she is the 
advocate. "Even as' Eve brought in sin and death, so 
Mary brings in obedience and life, and as we owe 
all our miseries to Eve, so we owe all of the blessings 
of salvation to Mary." Scripture says, "As in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ, shall all be made alive" (.1 Cor. 

15:22). Who is right? Does our new life and joy 
come from· Mary or from Christ? 

My brethren we have said enough to prove bey~nd 
any shadow of a doubt that there a~ to-day hundreds 
and hundreds of people called Roman Catholics living 
in spiritual darkness' and being guided by those whQ. 
are themselves blinded by the power of Satan. If God's 
Word has any authority for us at all, we must surely 
know that the whole form and worship of the church as 
well as her doctrines are anti-Christian and contrary, to 
God's revelatmn to mankind through Holy Scripture. 

During this month the Protestant churches will be 
celebrating the anniversary of the ,lteformation, for 
on, October 31, 1517, Martin Luther 'nailed a paper pn 
the door of the church in Wittenberg, Germany. This 
paper contained ninety-five theses or propositions deal
ing with the indulgence question which is even not yet 
settled in Roman spheres. The pope then needed money 
to complete St. Peter's Church and to raise money 
he sent men all over Europe selling forgiveness of sins 
(indulgence), for with each gift the people were freed 
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from penance and from the punishments of God. It 
was from this that the Reformation came. 

The three .basic principles of the Protestant Reforma-
ti!?n are these: " 

(1) The Word of God, the Bible, and not the church, 
is the supreme authority. . 

(2) In interpreting the Word of God a Christian has 
the right of private judgment. This does not mean 
that reason judges the Word,· but that the . Word was 
given to be understood and under the Holy Spirit the 
Christian can understand it for himself and need not 
defer to pope or council such decisions concerning God's 
will in His word. 

(3) The great fact that God's Word teaches us that 
"The just shall. live by faith alone." 

The Christian Church to-day has forgotten the events 
of 1517 and afterwards. Romanism is with us yet. Its 
evils are the same and its power just as great. Both in 
the popular magazines and in the movies the Roman 
Church obtains' her pUblicity. Both in the press and 
governments Romailism exerts its influence. It is time 
for the Christian Church and Christian people to again 
ask themselves why they are here and what is God's 
will for them. • 

But the greatest need for the Christian church and 
all who profess to follow her is to rediscover the reality 
of God's plan of salvation, that the just shall live by 
faith. Luther for many years sought peace of soul 
through works. He sought heaven on his own merits. 
No monk_worked 'harded to save himself. One day he 
was sent a teacher, John Staupitz, and at first little 
fellowship was found. The time came when the teacher 
asked Luther: "Why are you so sad,' brother Martin?" 
Luther:' "I do not know what will become of me!" 
"But these temptations are more necessary to you than 
eating and drinking", came the reply. 

And this teaching did not stop. Another day Staupitz 
said: 
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"Why do you torture yourself with all these specula
tions and these high thoughts? Look' at the wounds 
of Jesus IChrist, to the blood that He has shed for 
you; it is there that the grace of God will appear to 
you. Instead of torturing . yourselI on account of your 
sins, throw yourself into the Redeemer's arms. Trust 
in Him-in the righteousness of His life--in the atone
ment of His death. Do not shrink back; God is not 
angry with you, it is· you who are angry with God. 

, He became man to give you the assurance of divine 
favour. He says to you, You are my sheep; you hear 
my voice; no man shall pluck you out of my hand" 
(John 10:27, 28). 

And so it wa~, that Luther finally saw that salvation 
and deliverance from sin came through faith in the 
finished work of Christ. For a long time his religion 
was that of doing. Now he found that it was already 
done by ·Christ on Calvary's Cross. 

My bret~ren, how many of you have been trying to 
do . somethmg to please God or to· buy your righteous
ness through doing this and doing that? After all 
what is the Gospel? The average person think~ the 

Gospel is GOOD ADVICE as to how to live; and there 
is little interest! But the Gospel is GOOD NEWS! 
Christianity's message for you to-night is not, "Do 
this or that and you shall be 'saved": rather it is, 
"TRUST IN WHAT CHRiST HAS DONE for sinners' on the 
Cross and you shall be sav.ed". The Gospel tells us not 
what we must do but what· Christ has done. Man 
cannot. save himself by .works.The Church cannot 
save him. It is CHRIST who saves. He does ALL the 
saving. Man is to RECEIVE salvation from God as a 
FREE GIFT. 

On the Cross Christ died as our substitute. He suf
fered there the wrath of God that sin deserved. The 
Gospel now calls y,ou to trust in the work that Christ 
HAS DONE' for yo.u and in that work alone. 

As you' sit here to~night, or afterwards read these 
"lines, ask yourself :this question: "On what hope does 
my hope of eternal salvation in Heaven rest at this 
hour?" What is your soul's honest .answer? May 
God lead you by His Spirit to trust no longer in YOUR 
WORKS but only."and altogether in the WORK OF' CHRIST! 

What is Wrong With The Protestant Church.? 
A series of four sermons preached by Rev. Perry F. Rockwood, 

minister of St •. James Presbyterian Church, Truro, N.S. 

I. 
THE CHURCH SICK UNTO DEATH 

DOCTRINALLY 
. (Preached on November 10, 1946) 

THIS series of ·sermons is the most difficult· I hav:e eyer 
prepared for my people. It is difficult because of the 

truth they· contain. It is 'never easy to present truth in a 
bold fashion and. especially i~ this so in regard to the 
church. The moment one begins to speak the truth, there 
comes the cry from ma~y corner·s "'disloyalty to Christ"; 
whereas the truth is that.it can never be taken for 
gr.anted that the church as it exists today is necessarily 
Ioy'al to Christ. (We are using the word 'church of course 
with reference to the denominational church as .such and 
not the true church, the redeemed of God by grace in 
Christ). We are going to see that the Presbyterian 
Church (and every other church) is today in many ways 
disloyal to Christ. . 

This series is difficult to present because I am present
ing views, which, although Scripturally accurate, are 
most unpopular in' the pew, pulpit, and church courts. 
The majority of spiritual' leaders today aie not facing 
the problem of the church with reality and honesty. 
Rather are they se~king to live more by the "tradition of 
men", (Col. 2 :8) to do the work expected of them in the 
denomination as such and not making their first interest 
that of obedience to Jesus ,Christ. . 

This series of sermons will pay special attention to the 
prevalent condition of The PresQ;yterian Church in Can
ada, but what is true of it is also true of the other three, 
major denominations. Some references will .have to be 
made to these latter, especially in talking about su~h 
matters as church union where all are concerned. 

We may begin by saying that in the early history of 
the Christian church the devil sought to destroy the 
church from without, by persecution. Christians were 

persecuted and put to death. The blood of the martyrs 
became the seed of the church. But today the devil is de
stroying the church from within-perverting the doctrine 
and Gospel message in. our Golleges so that today there is 
preached another gospel which is not the gospel at. all. 
Modernism or ·liberalism is at the helm and the devil is 
having a. happy time as the church loses its power imd 

. becomes little more than a worldly organization for 
spiritual purposes. , ,-

As we look out today and see the church at work we 
can see that it has lost its grip on the muititudes. Each 
year an effort is made at court meetings to have the 
~hurch presented to the public as' though it were very 
much alive. In reality.the facts show that the church is 
not gripping the multitudes at all and' each year sees an 
increase in small faith groups largely composed of people 
whom the church could not reach or has no interest in. 
The great interest for the average church today. is the 
number of prominent people of the community it has on 
.her roll, not in the number of peo.ple reached for 'Jesus 
Ghrist as such. The church on the whole today also 
caters to money and the pulpit continually speaks .with 
one ear to the pew and the other to the Lord, seeking to 
d.rive a middle course., . 
. Another real evidence of the sickness of the church is'· 
seen in the fact that the pulpit is not constantly reaching 
out under the Holy Spirit to win souls unto God through 
Jesus Christ. Considerable attention ~'s paid to building 
up church rolls, but today the church is filled with un
converted members who are no different from the aver
age person on the street who seldom enters the church 
doors, although living a good moral life as a citizen of 
the community.' .' . 

Many people today tell us that doctrine is not important 
and that those who criticize docirineless preacliing .(if 
there be ·such) are narrow.in outlook. If we turn to the 
Apostle Paul we can see that he.was interested ·in doctrine 
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for in Galatians he is much concerned over the false 
teachers (modernists) who carne in to preach a "per
version" of the true Gospel of Christ and a moviz1g from 
the grace of Christ. He was not speaking about these 
preachers as 'such, but about their preaching. 

On another 'occasion at Jerusalem, Paul reb'.lkad Peter 
"before them all" (Gal. 2: 11-14). Peter visited the 
church at Antioch and mingled freely with Gentiles and 
Jews alike. But some of the brethren cam'.! from 
Jerusalem and Peter became afraid and withdrew from 
the Gentiles. Peter was confusing the Gospel by making 
the Jews feel they had to be circumsised and in defence 
of the Gospel of grace Paul withstood him publicly. 

Today there are false doctrines being set forth on 
every hand, such as the Fatherhood of God and the bro
therhood of man,; the. inherent goodness of milO; sin is 
shunned and people are taught to be whitewashed and 
not washed white by the blood of Christ; the Bible is no 

. longer set forth in our Theological colleges and from 
many pulpits as the inspired Word of God, but rather 
higher criticism has· seen fit to make many changes and 
omissions according to their own wisdom and conceits. 
The church is sick unto death doctrinally, having de
parted from the true faith once and for all delivered unto 

.- the saints. (Jude 3). 
It is always interesting to hear the remarks from some-

quarters today that we are too busy preaching the Gospel 
to engage in criticism lest our main work might be con
fused or even set aside. If we turn to Galatians 5 :7-12 
we see clearly thl,lt Paul found time to resist sin and 
contend for the true faith. Can it be true that it is Paul 
who writes: "He that troubleth you shall bear 'his judg
ment, whosoever he be . . . I would they were cut off 
which "trouble you'!" It was a hard, earnest fight for the 
true Gospel and the fight is just as real today. Christ· 
Himself entered upon controversy after controversy. It 
might not have been pleasant for Him to do so, but as 
THE TRUTH He laboured to free men from error. 

keep his pride and confidence' rather than have all men 
know th~t they are sinners, without hope, separated from 
God even from their birth. The church membership 
today is made up of far too many who have no new birth 
'CJqlerience and the sadder fact is that too few spiritual 
leaders are brave enough to do anything about it. 

The plain fact is that the pulpits of our land today are 
manned by men who are upholding the liberal point of 
view which'is at its best un-Christian, trying at the same 
time to maintain a conformity 'with the past, and yet 
seeking to appeal to the superficial beliefs of the present 
day. The truth of the situation is that the word "Christ-
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ian" has lost its New Testament signUicance. Anybody 
can be a Christian today. Almost everybody is a Christ
ian according to the standards set forth by the liberal 
pulpit. As long as a person remain.s respectable, goes to 

,church, supports the good interests in the community, 
that person is given a hearty welcome into the fellowship 
of the church as a Christian. 

We have travelled a long ways from Christ's day when 
a rich, learned, religious man by the name of Nicodemus 
came by night to learn more of the Christ.' Despite the 
fact that today he would be made the most important 
leader in any ordinary 'church and thought himself to be 
alright, Jesus confronted him and told him he was all . 
wrong for HE MUST BE BORN AGAIN. It is possible 
for a person to be tb,e most prominent in the community . 
and most respected in the church and still be living in· 
trespasses of sins which is death for the soul. The word 
Christian no longer carries with it the Bible meaning in 
the modern church in our land today. 

What, after all, is a Christian according to God's testi
mony In the Bible? He is one who is born again by the 
Spirit; one who has truly believed in the only begotten 
Son of God and accepted His blood sacrifice on Calvary's 
Cross. He is one who believes the Bible from cover to 

The church today does not want controversy. Loyalty 
to the denomination 'is the first consideration today even 
though such loyalty might be disloyalty to Jesus Christ, 
There are leaders within our own church today who are 
denyi.ng the faith of our church, and yet who call disloyal 
any who' would raise their voice to maintain loyalty to 
the true faith upon which the ~hurch is founded. Whether 
the church wants to face it or not the co~troversy has 
started and all who stand upon the infallible Word of God 
as the only rule and practice of the faith must make their 
stand boldly'and humbly as unto God. 

Another great sickness of the church today is the con
stant appeal to the flesh and not to the souls of men under 
the Spirit. "Many desire to make a fair show in the flesh 
and constrain you to be circumsised (church members 
through good works); only lest they should suffer perse
cution for the cross of Christ (by preaching the truth of 
salvation by grace alone to keep people out of Hell). For 
neither they themselves who are circumsised keep the law 
(nor today follow Christ) ; but desire that you be circum
sised. that they may glory in your flesh."-Gal. 6: 12,13. 

. cover as the true record of God concerning His Son and 
His plan for mankind, He is one who makes Christ Lord 
over his life and makes his primary interest in life to 
glorify God and enjoy Him forever. A Christian is glad 
to obey the commandments of God and stands with assur
ance upon His many promises reg~rding .this life and 
the life to come. A Christian is separated unto' God lov
ing not the world and the things thereof, nor findin~ his 
chief delight in the world, but in the things of the Spirit. 

Here is a real example of the pulpit watering down the 
message so that the gospel mightbe accepted by all. The 
emphasis seems to be to let men believe they cal'! save. 
themselves through good works, that they can know God 
by their own choosing. that they are not so bad after all, 
and a fair sho\v in the flesh is made by bringing them into 

. the church. The Presbyterian Church today, like all 
other denominations, on the whole is anxious lor man to a , ' 

\ 

When the word Christian is used by the average person 
and pulpit today there is no clear cut meaning such as 
was found in the New Testament. Modernists in the 
pulpit today have taken this word and changed its mean
ing. No person can be a Ch·ristian and yet not believe 
in the full authority of God's Word. No person can be a 
Chdstian who does not accept the true doctrines concern
ing Jesus Christ, His virgin birth, life, death, and bodily 
resurrection, and His coming again to receive His own. 
Christians in""our midst must surely realize that a vital 
clash has come within our ranks and we ·shall not give an 
inch of ground to those who deny our faith as it is re
vealed in God's Word that cannot be broken (John 10:35). 

'Now, my brethren, you must surely believe what I have 
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said tonight. Next Sunday I shall give you the cause for of the students was that we could not believe ·what was 
this doctrinal sickness, for the germ has its beg.inning in in the Bi,ble and' I was anxious to hear other men speak 
the. teaching of our Colleges today.' on the matter. '" Ah!" he replied, "don't take it too 

It is the sacred responsibility of all Christians to stand seriously. I only try to scare freshmen!" This was his 
by the Word of God. Indeed, we must oppose every effort idea of a joke; tearing apart the Bible! 
.being made to take away its final authority on all matters. This is by no means an isolated case for throughout the 
It is our great task today to be loyal to Jesus Christ, not year one could see that for the most part the professors 
to sit back and watch the foundation of the church being were never anxious to be sure on the important matters 
taken away. "For if the fQundations be destroyed, what of our faith. The whole atmosphere was one foreign to a 
can the righteous do 11' Let us confess that we are not theological college of our church. I could stand it no 
doing enough to follow Christ in loving obedience. Let longer and wrote' the Principal that I was leaving for 
us weep that we have so little knowledge of the doctrines reasons clearly set forth in that letter. 
of the church! Let us realize in shame that we are so For the next two years I studied at Knox and on the 
fearful about the thoughts of men that we have failed to . whole the situation was little better. 'Since that time a 
contend earnestly for the faith ONCE and FOR ALL few new professors ,have been appointed, but it is very 
delivered unto the saints! doubtfu~ if the Word of !God l).as yet found its right place 

"On Christ the Solid Rock we stand, in the class-rooms. Dr. W. W. Bryden, Principal, was 
All other ground is sinking sand.'~ quoted in the last Presbyterian Record as saying at a 

.. ,,\ banquet given to honour Principal John McNicol of the 

II. 

TIlE CHURCH SICK UNTO DEATH 
EDUCATIONALLY 

(Preached on November 17, 1946) 

Toronto Bible College: "His (Dr. McNicol's) home has 
been in the Bible, his centre has been scriptural. After 
much wandering our colleges today are returning to the 
emphasis from which Dr. McNicol has never detoured." 

It is very difficult to see just how this return can take 
place, for Dr. McNicol believes in the full authority of 
God's Word, in the Genesis account of creation, in the 
Virgin Birth of Christ, upon which the other doctrines 

LAST Sunday night I pointed out that liberalism or are built. Some of the professors still teaching in our 
modernism had taken control of the pulpits of our colleges today do not accept this scriptural centre and 

church today with few exceptions. There are many therefore it will be difficult for' the students to return 
spiritual leaders in our midst who are preaching a gospel apart from their teachers. 
which is another gospel and is therefore not the Gospel Just last year one of our professors set a paper for the 
at all. I emphasized-that the w.ord Christian has lost its girls taking the deaconess training in which the whole 
full significance as we compare its meaning today with emphasis is off-centre. Indeed it is very difficult to see 
that of the N. T. and the Early Church. Those who deny how the questions could be answered without going 
God's Word and the important doctrines of the faith are against the conservative view of the Genesis account of 
themselves unchristian and their preaching has no re- creation. The following are the most glaring examples 
lation to the faith ONCE and FOR ALL delivered unto of these questions: 
the saints. 3. Must those parts of Genesis which speak or" pre-

Tonight I wish to emphasize that the root cause of this historical times be regarded as literaHy accurate in every 
unbelief is found in the teachings of our theological way? 
colleges. Our colleges have betrayed our church's faith 4. How would you describe the difference between the 

story of creation and early human history in Genesis 
by their denial of the authority of the Word of G~d and and similar stories among pagan peoples? What special 
the consequent denial of many of the essential beliefs of value ~oes Genesis have? 
our faith. 5. Describe some features of the Garden- of Eden 

Back in 1940 I entered my first year in Presbyterian story which show that it is meant to be symbolical. 
College, Montreal. I had just come from Acadia where I 9. Give some account of the evolution of living species. 
saw enough of the teachings for 'students of the ministry· 10. Does the doctrine of biological evolution imply 
to know that God's Word was not· believed by many there. that mankind must progress to perfection? 
I looked forward to going to a Presbyterian College to My point is this: This is a paper on Systematic 
study further the faith of our church as expressed in the Theology, which is doctrine based on the Genesis account 
Westminster Confession. I was not there many days of ·creation. It is not easy to kilow exactly what. the 
when I ·began to realize that the College was betraying examiner would like in reply, but tqis much is certain: 
the faith of our church and that with few exceptions the He does hold the views of higher criticism and he cer
Word of God was not accepted as tqe "'Only rule and tainly went out of his way to ask questions that have 
practice of our Faith." little significance to th~ true' meaning of Genesis in 

Let me try to illustrate what took plac~. In one par- relation to mankind, creation, sin, etc. It reveals what 
ticular' class, after each lecture was over, one of the knowledge our colleges want our spiritual leaders to 
young men from Prince Edward Istand would say: "Well, possess in their primary task ,of winning souls to Christ 
boys, there goes another page of the Bible." I b~ame Jesus and' building the Christians up in the faith-a 
greatly concerned. After a month I went to the Library faith that will not be true to our church. 
and started to check with the commentaries WIdely ac-· I, believe thai r can more clearly illustrate the great 
cepted to see If theSe lectures should be accepted as such. . betrayal of trust in relation to maintaining our faith by 
While engaged in thought, one of the professors came in telling you that today our Presbyterian students in 
and asked me why I was so serious. :1 looked up rather Montreal are recei~ing le<;tures from a professor in the 
surprised and. replied, "Your lectures." He said, "What United Theological College, Montreal, who is an Qutright 
is the trouble 1" I told him th~t the general impression denier of the· faith upon which we stand.. . Although this 

I 
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is a strong statement, I have with me tonight this book 
that has just been published within ~he last few months, 
entitled The Story of the Faith, 'by William Alva Gifford, 
published by The Macmillan Company" price $5.00. I am 
going now to quote to you selected statements taken 
directly from this book and will .give you the briefest 
comment in brackets afterwards. I want you Christians 
to judge 'for yourselves whether you would like your sons 
to study under a professor who holds such views of the 
Bible and the essentials of ou'r faith. You Christians 
will have to decide whether you want your money spent 
by our colleges in hiring such a professor as this for our 

'students. ' 
. The following then illustrates his views and his teach-

ing: ' 
"The Fourth Gospel . . . is a philosophy, not a biog

raphy; and such narrative as it contains conflicts seri
ously with that of the other Gospels."-P. 60. (There 
is no evidence that the Gospels conflict at all). 
. There at a khan, or inn, Mary's eldest Son was born; 
and a week later He was cailed Jesus, a Greek form of 
Joshua, and·a name common among the Jews. Long 
afterwards it was believed in some circles that Jesus 
was born without a human father, and that His birth 
was accompanied by miraculous events. There is no 
mention of these things in Mark, the earliest of the 
Gospels; nor in the Fourth Gospel. Even Matthew and 
Luke, which tell of the virgin birth, trace the genealogy 
of Jesus through Joseph; not Mary." Then notice this 
foot-note: "The 'virgin birth' appears now to have been 
the best explanation that simple folk could give, long 
after the event, of the origin of one who seemed to them 
to be more than human."-P. 61. (This completely do.es 
away with the Virgin Birth and with it goes the essen
tials of our faith. It is contrary to the Apostles' Creed 

:·and Westminster Confession, yet our students are re
ceiving this teaching). 

"The so-called 'temptation in the wilderness' 'was the 
- wrestling of the new leader with the problems of leader

ship ... ~n'y days Jesus remained 'with the wild 
beasts' in the wilderness ... There Jesus fought through 
terrific spiritual conflicts. In the language of that day 
he was '~mpted of Satan,' the superhuman being, the 
tester of men, imported- into late Jewish ~hought from 
Persia.-P. 66. (Thus along with the Virgin Birth 
goes the belief in a personal devil and therefore many 
more pages of the Bible are taken' out). 
Now the Sl:!-me writer explains away the miracles of the 

Biole: 
"One may properly doubt the raising of Lazarus from 

the dead because the evidence is not satisfactory. It is 
reported in the Fourth Gospel as having happened in 
Bethany, close to Jerusalem, in the family of Mary and 
Martha, well known to the disciples. It is such an event 
as would ·become common knowledge, and indeed -is 
declared to have precipitated a meeting of the Great 
Sanhedrin and a decision to compass the death of Jesus. 
Yet no one of the Synoptics mentions the matter. It is 
either' a legend that grew up in the sevent?} or eighty 
years before the Fourth Gospel was written, or it is a 
misunderstood parable."-P. 68. 

This p1"Ofes'sor now ·teaching Presbyterian students 
then undermines the Scripture assurance of the death 
and resur:rectio,n .1lnd exalJ;ation and return of Jesus: ... 

"The four ·Gospels do not provide us· with materials 
for a complete doctrine of thes'e four things (mentioned' 
above). Almost no explicit teaching. cO!J,cerning the death 
survives, for which the authority of Jesus himself can 
be claimed. Christian theology was to find the explana
tion in the sacrificial system of Judaism; His death was 

to be one grand sacrifice that would meet the Divine 
requirements for ever. It is almost certain that Jesus 
Himself did not think so."-P. 76. 
His final plunge at our faith is with regards to Jesus' 

last 40 days upon the earth: 
"Here also there is no agreement in the Gospels; nor _ 

do they agree with Paul's account in 1. Corinthians 15. 
It is clear that when the 'Gospels were written, Chris
tian communities had different traditions as to the 
events of -the forty days."-P. 86. ' 
The logical question we all would like to ask Professor 

Gifford is this: "If you, Sir, do not believe the Bible's 
testimony ,to these essentials of our faith, what then is 
left 1. What parts of the Bible do you believe? Who are 
you to take upon yourself the responsibility before God 
of deciding what is and what is not true in the Word of 
'God? There is one thing we Christians are sure about 
and it is that we do not want our sons to sit under you, 
nor, indeed, do we want any of our boys 'sitting under 
you in preparing for the ministry. That is especially se 
when there is not a strong man left on the faculty who 
can present the true view of God's Word and set forth 
our true faith with such authority and respect. Our 
teaching is certainly· one-sided and little wonder our 
students today will be the ministers of tomorrow who will 
deny the Bible and our faith. 

The sad fact is that Professor Gifford honestly believes 
that this libera~ view of the Bible is the only hope for the 
church today. On page 577, we read: "The answer lies 
with Christian Liberalism, which is present in varying 
degrees in all the major Protestant churches and is the 
prevailing tone of cJerical life. Liberalism is, for the 
present, at a disadvantage. It admits the need of relig
ious change, but is of many minds as to the nature of the 
change. It has made, however, the essential concessions 
to the modern mind. Liberals know that which is dis
coverable fTom human natuTe and history is the Teal 
revelation .of God in the world. They ·know, with Amiel, 
that "The eternal life is not the future life; it is life in 
harmony with the true order of things-life in God. They 
lr:iiow that Christianity is not the absolute Teligion. They 
think Christianity superior to all other religions, and 
regard Jesus as the central figure in history; but there is 
little disposition to deny that an authentic religious 
experience is known, and authentic religious life lived, 
outside Christianity." 

Then notice how proud the writer is with regard to 
this new liberal view of the Bible that questions almost 
every testimony of the essentials of our faith as we have 
already seen: . 

"The new view of the Bible is now the common 
property of Protestant ministers, having been taught 
in most 'theological seminaries. (To which we can say 
AMEN I) The· result was inevitable, and is devastating. 

. Quite ordinary men could preach extraordinarily, so 
long as they could say, "thus saith the Lord." They 
spoke not out of their own wisdom but out of a divine 
revelation, whose custodians and reporters they were. 
Now they must range the fields of human knowledge, in 
search of preachable truth. And where the scientist 
confines himself to one field and has no necessary moral 
concern' about what he finds, the minister gleans in all 
fields, seeking food, for the soul.-Page 581. 

.. One of the highlights of the whole book illustrates for 
us _the result of th!s higher criticism and liberalism in 
the pulpits today. What has come over the church today 
ana the spiritual leaders in our midst? 'Why has the 
church lost its authority for the multitude? Why are so 



28 (752) THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE March 13, 1947 

many of our ministers unbelievers in the Word? What is 
the foundation of their preaching? Let us now listen to 
the results of modernism from the p(m of the same pro
fessor, page 558: 

"Biblical criticism has continued, and has produced 
a vast literature. It is little knoWn to the Christian 
public, but makes it impossib:e for most ministers to 
use the Bible in the old way. They know the Bible is 
not the body of wholly self-consistent truth, but a slow 
accumulation from many sources, speaking -sometimes 
with conflicting voices on even the central things, like 
the nature of God and the character of true goodness. 
Their use of the Bible is consciously selective; and in 
preaching they are thrown more than formerly upon 
their own resources.,' The voice of the pulpit has there
fore tended to lose its a.uthority, even where it has 
retained itS persuasiveness. 

"Ministers are aware that changes in religion are in
evitable. Their difficulty is to get sure footing in the 
new intellectual order, to work out a phi:osophy of life 
that will also be good news, a Gospel. lI1eanwhile they 
are preaching Christian ethics, giving wise and homely 
counsel, holding together a fellowship, distributing, char
itable relief. And Protestant Christians in general,' 

, when they now speak of '6hristianity' seldom have in 
mind the body of doctrine that constitutes historic 
orthodoxy (and the faith of our church): They mean 
only life in harmony with the precepts of Jesus (like 
following the Golden Rule)." 
Here, my brethren, is conclusive proof that our church 

today (and with'it all other churches of the major de
nominations) are sick unto death educationally. And the 
sad fact is that there is little hope of. improvement for 
the balance of power is in the hands of liberal leaders. In 
choosing professors great emphasis must be placed upon 
their scholarship, but the primary emphasis should be 
upon their faith; arid the experiences of the last few 
years in my own observa~ion prove conclusively that the 
latter consideration "that of conformity to our church's 
faith" is of minor interest. 

Surely our hearts are saddened as we see what has 
come over the church today. Our church has always 
stood for the educated ministry, but education in the 
church, always meant conformity to the standards of the 
faith' of our church. Today the emphasis has been 
changed. As long as men receive degrees it matters not 
what they believe. Both at Montreal and Knox College 
we were told definitely that in taking our ordination vows 
we were to do 'so with "mental reservation," although the 
one professor who told us that in Knox is now retired. 
But "mental reservation" has come to mean that students 
for the ministry coming to be ordained need not take ,too 
seriously their vows and leaves much room for differences 
of opinion on the ESSENTIALS of our fa~th. 

I can only 'say tonight that I cannot recommend con
scientiously students, for the ministry attending such 
colleges today. The only hope for the church is a return ' 
to the belief in the full authority of God's Word and the 
ESSENTIALS, of our faith as expressed in the West
minster Confession of Faith. The matter will take much 
prayer and Christian grace. Our remarks are not 
personal so far as men are concerned, but they have a 
direct relation to what these men are saying. It is be
cause of what they are saying·that so much is being said 
today from the pulpits that does not agree with the 
teachings of Scripture; And because so much is said 
from the pulpits disagreeable to Scripture' the average 
person on the street has lost confidence in the authority 

of the church. And because of this fact .the average 
person on the street is going to Hell and live there in 
torment all his days because "lIow shall they hear 
without a' preacher 7" (Romans 10: 14). And what 
is the good of their hearing the preacher if he preach 
not the only forgiveness of sins through the blood of 
Jesus Christ, God's only begotten' Son 7 , 

III. 
TIlE CHURCH SICK UNTO DEATH 

ECUMENICALLY AT HOME, 
(Preached on November 24, 1946) 

THE word ecumenical comes from the Greek meaning 
"The entire inhabited world." In its general and wide 

use today it refers to the coming together of all churches 
into a great world church. The- ultimate goal for our 
spiritual leaders today is "~hurch union" in a universal 
way, including all the churches ,of Protestantism and 
then ultimately to bring Protestantism back to, "mother 
church," the'Roman Catholic Church. -

I want to say tonight that I refer to all major denomin
ations when I say that an earnest effort is being made to 
bring about a world church, beginning at home. The sad 

_ fact is that these leaders on the whole are deceiving the 
people by not laying their cards on the table and telling 
more definitely what their plans are. Wilbur 1\1. Smith's 
latest work, There/ore Stand, which should be in the 
hands of every Christian, on page XII!., introduction, 
says this: 

"We have come to the time in American Protestantism 
when ecclesiastics are not even rebuked for the denial 
of any of the great fundamenta~s of the faith, but are 
allowed to keep their professional chairs, and their 
pulpits, even though they have long ago abandoned the 
<:;hristian faith. But let a: man stand up and say any
thing in criticism of denominational boards, of some 
Theological seminary, or of some sceptical professor, 
and at once he is pounced upon, and often ex-communi
cated. This is a tragic hour, when loyalty to a Church 
is placed above loyalty to the Lord Jesus Christ." . 
,'This "is the situation we find ourselves in today. At 

, the' last Maritime Synod the, moment "that any criticism 
was made regarding the church and its policy toward 
church union the cry went up "Disloyal!" I do not hesi
tate to say that so far as our faith is concerned that 
loyalty to our church in everything would be disloyal to 
Jesus Christ, and so far as we Christians are concerned, 
Jesus Christ MUST come first. 

'The forces behind the ecumenical movement are work
ing carefully, systematically, and often 'subtly. There is 
a well-laid plan that seeks, to rob the churches of the 
essentials of our faith in order to bring all "creeds" 
under "one roof". Its re;:.resentatives on the whole are 
those who hold the"liberal view of God's Word and often 
throw out the foundations of our faith without which 
there is no life. ' 

I want to emphasize tonight the general forces at 
work today to bring about the ultimate union of all 

. churches while at the same, time taking away or making 
light of the essentials of our faith to accomplish this end. 
I refer first to the Canadian Council of Churches. 

This Council was form,ed' in, 1943 as part of the 
ecumenical movement and has as its ultimate aim "The 
welding of the whole Chr~'stian world into a universal 
church," according to the words of its ,General Secretary, 

\ 
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Rev. W. J. Gallagher. According to reports given at our 
oWn General A,ssembly and by our own church heads it 
is simply a gettiQg together of Christian leaders from 
various churches:' irrespective of their doctrinal stand. 
How fellowship can be possible in such instances is diffi
cult to say and it:is certainly.foreign to the New Testa
ment. ' -From various reports of the leaders in the Council 
and from such statements already quoted we can easily 
see what the ultirriate aim of tbe Council is. Dr. William 
Barclay, one of our own le,ders, speaking before the 
Council in 1945 iii reported in the November Record as 
saying: "I am not so much concerned with Union. We 
shall not see it tQday or tomorrow. We have been 400 
years coming to the position in which we find ourselves 
and it may take'generations bef9re we come to the posi
tion for which our hearts are yearning." The whole 

,Ltone of the message is that after all doctrinal differences 
_are not tlte important things of the Church today. 

One of the ,de~artments of the Council is that of 
Evangelism. How is evangelism possible with churches 
and men who deny the doctrinal stand of our church? 
One of the most pitiful discussions I ever heard on the 
subject took place '.ast year in Truro under the leadership 
of Dr: 'Gallagher who left the impression that anything 
pertaining to em~tionalism in winning souls must be 
banned. The same tenaeJ}cy is seen in the program for 
the Week of Prayer prepared by the Council. ThJ! whole 
program does not emphasize the New· Testament 
Teaching on God's plan of salvation for all through the 
blood of Christ arid the reality of Heaven and Hell as it 
is clearly set forth in the Bible. The great teaching is 
the social gospel, the need to establish the City of God 
upon this earth, t~rough '~good living." 

HAVE YOU,! ANSYiERED THE J5DITOI'S 
ANNUAL LEnER? 

" 

PI~ase see the last page. 

The ultimate aim of the same Council can also be seen 
in their desire to Hirt with the Roman Catholic Church. 
In their meeting "on November 14th of this year, the 
Council sent a lette'r expressing the Council's prayers for 
the complete recovery of Cardinal Villeneuve, Archbishop 
of Quebec, sufferi~g a heart attack in New York. No 
man has done more in Canada to influence the Dominion 
GO.vernment and the people of Quebec to take stands 
against the best 'interests of our land than this Catholic 
leader. The Roman Catholic Church is unchristian in 
its very essential and Protestants can have no fellowship 
with ihem. Dr. J.': H. Arnup told th~ Council thit world 
peace could only be¢ome a reality through the co-operation 
of Protestantism and' Catholicism. ' 

For some time 'the forces behind this Council remained 
silent and kept our people in silence reg'arding their 

• 'I 
plans. The whole scheme has Iieen unfolded by Rev. 
Jesse M. Arnup, past moderator of the United Church 
of Canada, in his ~peech to the General Council on Sep

-tember 15th, 1946. He points out certain significant 
facts, which are h,ere quoted in part: 

"By the organ:ization of the Canadian Council of 
Churches and its I: recognition by the Proyisional Com
mittee of the World Council of Churches, Canada has 
now definitely tak~n her place. in the Ecumenical Church. 
Th.e World Counc~l of Churches, still technically in pro-

) 

. cess of formation, noW· claims allegiance from more 
than ninety independent denominations from thirty coun- -
tries around the world .... The World Church, long a 
dream, has become in our day a realized fact . . . 

"In harmony with the spirit and ultimate objectives 
of the ecumenical movement the United Church of Can
ada should press forward into .full organic union with 
such communions as may be ready to unite. In our 
constitution it is written that we are not only a united 
but uniting Church. We only, who have _had experi-' 
ence of union, are 'in a position to refute the current 
fallacy, "w~ support unity but not union." 

As if Christian unity could be served by denominational 
independence, with its concomitants (attendants) of 
denom~national rivalry and competition! We who are 
gathered here have tried both ways of living and we 
will be hard to convince that there can be, any experi
ence outside of union which will produce the rare and 
precious Christian fellowship that we have found in 
The United Church of Canada. Others outside our 
fellowship are expressing similar viewlJ. . 

"In my opinion the essentials of a Christian world 
order cannot be achieved without co-operation between 
ecumenical Protestantism and the Roman Catholic 
Church . . . A world Church must work to cleanse the 
world of war )by cleaning it of those conditions and . 
attitudes which lead inevitably to war." 

(We could add here that wars are not stopped by 
. white-wash .. The World Church cannot destroy war 1n 

this sinful world. The Bible tells us "There shall be 
wars and rumours of wars," because of sin. This social 
gospel of white-washing will not cover sin. Mankind 
needs a thorough washing by the blood of Christ.) 

Now, my brethren, you can surely see that the church 
today· is, heading for a great union movement. The 
Church of England feels the same way about it. At. its 
la,st Synod in Winnipeg on September 12th the Canadian 
Press reported that the Church. would take away the 
word "Sin" in the . baptismal formula, changing the 
words "Forasmuch as all men are conceived and born in 
original sin," to "Seeing that all men of their own nature 
are inclined, to evil." When the report of the union con
versations with the United Church' was brought up it 
was felt by many that this change would hasten union 
between the two churches. Then to our great surprise in 
the last Record we find that our own church has also 
entered into conversations with the Anglican Church 
with the same purpose in view. 

This ecume~ical sickness can be seen in the relation 
of the church today to,,'ards missions. All the major 
denominations are now members of The Foreign Mission 
Conference of North America. The beliefs of this Board 
can be seen in their 50th Annual Report, publ~shed in 
1944. Modernism controls the' thought of all speakers. 
Here is told why we should send missionaries to bring 
about a Worldly Christianity: (The message was given 
by Dr. R. W. Schloerb, pastor of Hyje Park Baptist 
Church, Chicago.) (1) The Fatherhood of God and 
Brotherhood of Man; (2) "The ethics of altruigm 'and 
service to those in need;" (8) "The conviciion t-hat our 
religion begins at home but it does not sta;y at home." 
In other words, Jesus Christ is left out, JeS:lS Christ 
as He is revealed in Scripture! Another speaker, a mis
sionary of the Presbyteriaa Church in the U.S.A., Rev. 
A. T. l\1os1lt'r tells us that the missionary purpose is 
world feUowship and re-allocation of resources," and in 
no place does he mention the need for the Gospel. This 
is the fellowship that our ehurch has today and the pity 
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is that our Board of Missions find such fellowship so 
pleasing. The greater pity is that. our' church knows' 
so little about such fellowship. 
,The same tendency can be ·seen in' our church's en

trance into The Church of Ohrist in China, but this is 
so ,important and so drastic we shall have to spend all 
our time next Sunday night discussing it. 

We could continue and point out instance after instance 
where our church fellowships with unbelievers and 
deniers of our faith. , We could mention the Religious 
Education Council of which the Maritime Religious Edu
cation Council is a part. This body works in the field of 
religious education, spending most of its' time tearing 
down the important doctrines and denying the Word of 
God. . Then we could also mention the effort made by 
the same leaders to include our church in the Divinity 
Faculty ·scheme at Mc<;;ill University which was finally 
defeated by two or three votes. This indicates ,again ' 
that there are many spiritual leaders ready to depart 
from the true faith of the church. " 

Let me point out that this sickness unto death bas 
gripped the church from coast to coast and from North 
to South. Early in the year the Federal CGuncil of 
Churches in America held a meeting and invited some. 
spiritual heads from the Greek Catholic Church. The 
Catholic pri~sts led the devotion and had the Protestant 
leaders there, praying to Mary, the virgin mother of 
Jesus, and praying for the dead. This denied the whole 
teachings of the Reformation which teach us to worship 
God alone through Jesus Christ. Co-operation and union 
make strange bed-fellows! But let us not torget that 
the ecumenical' movement is well entrenched in the 
churches today and despite the effort of spiritual leaders 
to conceal the facts,' Christians and all interested in the 
true church shoUld be alanned and decide now what is 
their decision in the matter. 

Now you will ask the question: Are you 'against Union? 
Bo you object to cO~I!erating with other chur<:hes? May 
I make these comments: 

(1) The primary issue in church union is doctrine. 
, There can be no true organic union where sound doctrine 
is not held. QQ.r problem is that so many of ,our spiritual 
leaders tell us they believe the true faith and yet the 
same doctrines are ignored and contradicted in practice. 
The' second problem is that in order to promote organi~ 
union, sound doctrine is watered down to become all
inclusive. Most everyone, if not all, who talk so much 
about union belong to the Liberal School of theology 
which means a denial o'f God's Word and its teachings. 
Fellowship is not possible in this way. 

(2) Church History proves that union does not bring 
unity. Man Seems to 'be so constituted (even as a 
Christian) that he wants different denominations. This 
facts looks to be God's will or else why have denomi
nations existed so long? Surely the last hundred years 
have shown what the Lord p.as done through a d·ivided 
church. Mis·sionary doors would never have been opened 
as they have if the church was one. By this division of 
labour over 146 ,foreign missionary societies have been 
formed and :the Scriptures have been translated into 288 
dialects. "Is Christ divided?" asked the apostle Paul, 
centuries ago. And from hundreds of missionary fields 
the' answer comes today, "Yes, divided, only that He may 
be, the more completely distributed to a IItarving world!" 

(3) Church union never fully unites because it usually 
increases the number of denominations. The 'United 
Church of~C~nada did not redu~e the number of denomi-

nations in Canada. At least one new denomination was 
added-the United Church of Canada. What it did 

, was leave bitterness and division in many places. 
. What then, is the solution? That is not so easy to see. 
The one obvious truth is that we have today two irrecon
cilable forces in the church .that can never unite. There 
can be no church union unless all those taking p'al't accept 
the essentials of the faith. The only practical way of 
union today is for all Liberals to get togeth~r and sleep 
together and for all conservatives to' unite to carryon 
the true' work of Almighty God for the salvation of all 
who put their trust in Christ. 

The true faith emphasizes the person and work of 
Christ as revealed iii. the Word of God, received by sin
ners through the power of the. Holy Spirit, and resulting 
in souls saved and lives tr.ansformed. Modernism teaches' 
universal brotp.erhood and' human welfare, applied to 
the social order through moral influence and' political 
pressure, resulting in a "better world." The,Ohristian 
emphasizes that the ills of mankind today are caused by 
sin, proceeding from the wicked hearts of lllen and 
women, and that only the blood of Christ is able to 
cleanse. The ModernIst teaches that the wound is only 
skin deep and that a good application of salve would heal 
the wound. The former cures the germ; the,latter cares 
for the symptoms. 

I • 

Now between these two groups there can be no umty 
and therefore no union. Both may call themselves 
"Christian," 'but there is a wide gulf between them. 
"Whosoev'er transgresseth and abideth ,not in the doc
trine of Christ, hath not God. If there come any unto 
you, and bring not this doctrine; receive him not into 
your house, neither bid him 'God speed; for he that bid
deth him God speed is partaker of hi~ evil deeds." ,(II. 
John 9: 9-11). Believers are l\!'aI:ned to "Have no fellow
ship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 
reprove them." (Eph. 5 :11). Paul 'Yarns Timothy against 
,those who do not teach the true doctrine of Christ, and 
adds, "From such withdraw thyself." (I. Tim. 6 :5). And 
we can hear from Amos in III.:3: "Can two walk to
gether exceJlt they be agreed." 

Therefore, I believe~tonight that Christians believe and 
will practise union when the parties concerned accept 
God's Word from cover to cover and believe the essential 
teachings therein. But let us today fight against the 
present ecumenical ,sickness in the church, not allowing 
any to lead us until they declare clearly their ~tand ,and ' 
acceptance of the infallible truth and divine authority 
of the Scriptures, and of Christ as very and eternal God, 
who became man by being born of a virgin, who offered, 
Himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice and reconcile 
us to God, Who rose from the dead with the 'same body 
with which He suffered, and Who will return again to 
judge the world. Here is our faith, and all who believe 
are surely united in the great task of preaching Christ 
and Him crucified as the only hope for the world today! 
Our blessed bond of union Thou art, 0 Christ, our Lord! 

The rule of our communion is Thine' own faithful word. 
Thou art our Elder Brother, Who" to redeem ~s,· died; 

To rhee, and to none other, our souls we do confide. 

, IY· 
, THE . CHURCH SICK UNTO DEATH 

ECUMENICALLY ABROAD 
We regret that lack of spac~ made it impossible 

to include the last sermon entitled as ahove, which 
we shall print in next week's issue. 

I _ 

" 
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SELF EXPLANATORY LETTER BY THE 
SECRETARY OF THE CANADIAN 

PROTESTANT' LEAGUE 

Mr. W. S. Mackenzie, 
C/O 1 Front St. West, 
Toronto, Onto 

Dear Sir, 

130 Gerrard St. E., 
Toronto, Ont., 

February 14th, 1947. 

In reply to your communication T.D.-218 (#6836), in 
which you request "The Canadian Protestant League" to 
pay an income tax bill of ,678 dollars and 45 cents, may 
I state that the delay' in paying this bilI is caused by the 
refusal of the Income Tax .Department to answer certain 
letters of ours. 

"The Canadian Protestant League" is a voluntary 
organization of more t.han 15,000 Canad'ians in, all Pro
vinces. It is not an incorporated body and official 
business is transa~ted once a year at the annual meeting. 
This annual meeting is actually our parliament, and the 
executive committee endeavours to carry out the wishes 
of the members during the year. 

Unlike certain other parliamellts in our land the execu
tive committee has no authority to pass "orders-in
council" in order . to do things not sanctioned by the 
annual meeting. 

At the League's last annual meeting, in October 1946, 
a definite course of action in regard to paying this 
Income Tax bill was adopted. Following is an excerpt 
from our minutes covering this matter: . 

"Deductions had been made from the salaries of the 
office staff and the salary of the Organizing Secretary, 
an office discontinued as of October 8, 1946, totalling 
$657.25. T·his amount had not been forwarded to the 
Income Tax Office. The meeting was advised' that letters 
had been sent repeatedly to the National Revenue De
partment, politely inquiring whether income tax was 
being paid by Roman Catholic priests and bishops, theo
logical professors and teachers of other ranks, and 
members of religious -orders. Three letters 'haa been 
sent by 'registered ma,il but the National Revenue De
partment had made no reply. The meeting, therefore, 

"by resolution, unanimously ordered that this and sub
sequent deductions be held until such time as the 
Natiqnal Revenue Department' condescends to reply to 
our many inquiries." I 

You will see therefore that we cannot pay tlfis bill 
until a report is made to the next annual meeting of 
the League in October, 1947. In order that, at that 
time we may be able to accede to your request may I 
ask that you urge the Department to' answer our ques
tions. 

It is evident, from the income tax bill we have re
ceived, that your Department knows that "The Canadian 
Protestant League" owes the Department the sum of , 
'$678.45. 

Therefore, the Department must also know whether or ' 
not income tax is being paid by Roman Catholic priests, 
bishops, cardinals, members of religious' orders, and 
officers of religious fraternities. 

Surely, then, it will be a simple matter to give definite 
and direct answers to our questions. It is at least 

courteous to reply to communications, and government 
departments are after all the servants of the people.-

If everything is in order in regard to Roman Catholic 
religious paying- income tax-why do you hesitate to 
reply to our letters? ,The continued silence of the 
Department of National Revenue on this matter looks 
suspicious. A growing doubt and resentm~nt is arising 
in the minds of many Protestant clergymen and laymen. 

I trust you will give this matter your thoughtful 
attention, for each day's ,mail at our office brings news 
of the widespread dissatisfaction over the question of 
Roman Catholic clergy and their income tax. ' 

jYou will be doing your country a service if you can 
help to clear up this problem. 

Yours ·sincerely, 
(Rev.) D. C. McLelland, 

Secretary, 
The Canadian Protestant League. 

NEEDED: AN EV ANGE~IC1\L, 
PROTESTANT SEMINARY 

THIS Special Edition devoted to the much-discussed 
protest made, by Rev. Perry F. Rockwood against 

modern unbelief llnd Romanism, will serve to' bring 
home to many Protestants the urgent need there is for 
an Evangelical and Protestant Seminary. Only too often 
young men who consecrate their lives to the preaching. 
of the Gospel lose both their faith, and their zeal at 
college. Seminaries founded to propagate the faith 
serve in many instances only to s'ilence the voice of 
those who would preach it. Mr. Rockwood has. testified 
of the appalling need there is of sound and thorough 
Evangelical Seminaries. But alas, where may they be 
found? Many Bible colleges are doing excellent work 
in preparing Christian leaders, but they do not aim 
to provide a thorough Seminary training. The Gospel 
ministry to-day requires a mental discipline second to 
none. And yet the academic training must not be at
tained at the expense of soundness in the faith and 
practical experience in the work of preaching. 

The only school in Canada, so far as we know, where 
all these essential elements of an adequate preparation 
for the ministry are combined, is Toronto Baptist 
Seminary. We invite inquiries from prospective students 
as We urge the prayers and help of God's stewards who 

, . are genuinely concerned about the future of our 
Evangelical Protestant testimony in Canada.-W.S.W. 

"Familiar as we have grown with the simple narrative, 
it presents one of the most wonderful, mysterious, 
awful scenes of the world's history. 0 dark and dreadful 
enemy, ever plotting our 'ruin and exulting in our' woe, 
here thou wast completely conquered on earth, conquered 
by a man, -and in the strength of that Spirit whose help 
i-s offered to us all." 

-J. A. Broadus, Commentary on Matthew. 

NAMES AND EXTRA COPIES 
Send D8 the names of Protestants who 

would, be interested in receiving sample 
copies of TheGo.pel Witne... Al80 send 
for extra copies, of this issue - Se per 
copy. Less in q1'aDtjtiea. 
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-Subscribe For The Gospel Witness 
THIS is the only distinctively weekly Protestant paper 

in Canada, and contains weekly a sermon by the 
. Editor as stenographically reported, preached in Jarvis 
St. Baptist Church.· Many hundl'eds of ministers of all 
denominations are among our subscribers. 

It deals weekly also with the menace· of Roman 
Catholic aggressions. in Canada in politics, education, 
foreign relations, etc. The French language pre.ss is 
carefully scr-utinized, and translations are made· from it 

HAVE YOU ANSWERED mE EDITOR'S 
ANNUAL LETTER YET? 

T.HIS question is asked many times in this issue of 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS; but we now ask it in a special· 

, way, editorially. 
We have received approximately five thousand dollars 

in response to that letter, so far. That is a good deal of 
money, and we are profoundly grateful to every donor. 
But oh! how printer's bills come in, and pile up; and 
five thousand dollars melt away much more rapidly .than 
the piles of snow beneath the rays of the March sun. 

Please--Please send us your contribution as soon as 
·YOU can, and ohl do make it big-BIG-B:.I-G! 

REMEMBER THE SEMINARY IN YOUR 
WILL 

We suggest that our friends should remember 
Toronto Baptist Seminary in their wills. The 
proper form lor this is: II I give, devise and bequeath 
the sum of ______ ....: __ to Toronto Baptist 
Seminary, 887 Jarvis Street, Toronto 2, Canada, 
as~ociated with Jarvis St. Baptist Church." We 
are laying foundations for the future, and we are 
determined to ·make ·it as impossible as it is within 
human J)owe~to do, that one doUar given to Toronto 
Baptist Seminary shall be used for anything but 
the propagation of the gospel. No amount would 
be too large, and certainly no amount would be too 
small. We earnestly solicit the giftl_of those who 
belifW.. in minifllt.fl!l'iAl and mifllfllfllJl81'V education. 

which appear in no other pUblication in Canada. The 
paper has been discussed in Parliament and in various 
legislatures and city councils. 

Subscription $2.00 per year. With each new sub
scription a free copy of Father Chiniquy's great book, 
"The Priest, The Woman, and The Confessional," (sold 
singly for 75e); or "The Antichrist-:-His Portrait and 
History," by Baron Porcelli, refuting the Futurist view 
of the Second Advent, (50c singly). 

BOOKS AND BOOKLETS 
By DR. T. T.· SHIELDS 

"Other Little Shipe" (New edition) ___ '1.~ 
"The.Plotl'hat Failed" (New edition)_ 1.00 
"The Adventuree of a ilodern Young. . 

Man" ___________ ..:.__________ 1.00 

"The Oxford Croup Ilovement 
Analyzed" ___________________ .05 

·'Does Killed in Action Mean Cone to 
Heaven!" ________ .:..._________ .OS 

"The Chrietian Attitude Toward AInu.. 
menta" ______ ~______________ .05 

"'The Cod of All Comfort" __________ .05 
ArMress: . 

THE .COSP£L WITNESS • 
130 Gerrard St. East Toronto 2, Canada. 

"WHY" 
"The Canadian Protestant League" 

By Dr. 1. B. Rmrell, ReD. W. S. Whitcombe 
and Dr. T. T. Silields 

40 pages, designe,l lor ·circldation by League 
Members. Send lor .sample copy. 1/ con· 
venient enclose 3·cent stamp lor pOlltnPie. 

130 Gerrard St. East Toronlo 2, Canada 

ORDER FORMo 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS, 
130 Gerrard St. E., Toronto 2. / 

Please find enclosed $2.00 for one year's SUD scription to THE .GOSPEL WITNESS and as. a pre-

• Father Chiniquy's book( b k d) d d b mlum Baron Porcelli's book cross out 00 not wante as a vertise a ove. 
I Name __________________________________ . ___________________________________ _ 

Address· 

:1· I 
I 

/ 


