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CANADIAN LIBERTIES GBAVELY- MENACED 
Purring Pet Become~ Man-eating Tiger 

Jehovah's .Witnes$es First Victims 
Who Next? 

AT the risk of being accused of threshing over old 
straw, we would remind our readers of what a 

pacific, benevolent, universally sociable, and altogether 
wholesome exemplification of that charity which is easy 
to be entreated, the Papacy exhibits. Santa Claus. with 
his whiskers and red coat, and his bursting cornucopia, 
is almost a Shylock in comparison. For confirmation 
of the accuracy of this delineation, one has but to refer 
to the editorial files of cerlain Toronto newspapers, and, 
indeed, t9 the 'secular and religious press generally, 
which, if tpey do not wholly subscribe to the doctrine 
of papal infallibility, seem at least to believe in universal 
and .invariable papal benevolence. And for further cor­
roboration of the thesis; one need only to refer' to the 
politicians of Queen's Park, and of O.ttawa; in which 
categories we include the politicians of all Parties. If 
still further substantiation of the ,assumption of uni:­
versal papal goodwill be desired, one may read the last 
Minutes of the Canadian Council of Christian Churches, 
including a speech of an ex-Moderator of the United 
Church of Canada, and the utterances of numerous 
Protestant pulpits,_ who together seem to think they 
are doing God's service by lauding the alleged vi~ues of 
the Pope. 

While such a conception of the real nature of the 
Papacy obsesses the minds. of those to whom we have 
referred, it must naturally follow, as an inevitable, 
logical, consequence, that any critic of the Papacy, or of 
the Roman Catholic Ch~rch as an institution, must be 
a "bigot", a "fanatic", a "trouble-maker", a "disturber 
of the peace" -in short, almost everything that 18 un­
charitable, ugly, and intolerant. 

The Papaey ·a Handsome, Purring, Persian PUssy 
The Papacy is like a handsome, purring, Persian cat, 

with soft, silky fur,' made to be affectionately caressed; 
with luxuriously-padded paws; without a visible claw, 
with eyes that can see in the darkness, and with whiskers 

that can tickle anyone's fancy; and all the world may 
pass in procession before the show window in which 
this elegant feline puts itself on exhibition, while all 
are expected, piously, to exclaim on "holy" days, and all 
other days-"Pretty Pussy! Pretty Pussy!" 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS has never found itself able to 
march in such a procession of laudators. A little knowl­
edge of history, and even a modicum of moral discern­
ment, in combination with an active conscience, ministers 
to a reticence which the eulogists call "intolerance". So 
be it! We cheerfully accept the verdict of .the blind 
categorists. "Here we stand; we can do no other, so 
help us God." Once more we say, we must keep on 
ringing the fire bell, until those who have no ears to 
hear feel the heat of the flame, and their nostrils are 
filled with the sIpoke of their own burning treasures. 

Has Anyone Heard of the Quebec Problem? 
Has anyone ever heard of "Quebec", or of the "Que­

bec Problem"? A woefully misunderstood Province! A 
Province maliciously maligned! 'The c~ief duty of Cana­
dians outside of Quebec, and particularly of public men, 

.is to endeavour to "understand" Quebec! Some of the 
physical features of Quebec are easily understoOd. It is 
one of the most beautiful of all the nine Provinces. In 
hydro, and mineral, and forest potentialities, it is one of 
the richest. Even in the value of its .fisheriE!8 products, 
only British Columbia, Nova Scotia, and New- Bruns­
wick, stand ahead of it. Its unoccupied territories could 
offer hospitality to a new popUlation of many hundreds 
of thousands, but only peoples of a particular creed, and, 
if possible, of a particular breed, are welcome. Quebec 
for the Quebecois! Poor Quebec! Misunderstood, 
maligned, isolated, downtrodden, Quebec! Everyone mis­
understands, criticizes, imposes upon long-suffering Que­
bec! Scores of times, in one way ·or another, we have 
insisted that Quebec's only real problem is a religious 
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one. It is not racial, nor politic3.I, nor economic; but 
wholly religious. Let us see once' again. 

Has Anyone .Ever Heard of Jehovah's Witnesses? 
Most"of us have had our door bells rung by them. 

Perhaps our letter boxes have been used by them. The 
United States Supreme Court gave judgment that a 
United States citizen had a constitutional right to ring 
his. neighbour's door bell, if he needed to do so. The 
postman rings it, the delivery boy rings it, the news­
paper boy rings it. Why should Jehovah's Witnesses be 
forbidden? These same religious zealots' stand on the 
street corners· offering to sell, or gIve away, their books 
and pamphlets. So do the vendors Qf newspapers and 
magazines-even some magazines which are too filthy 
for anything but burning. These and other vendors: 
however, probably obtain legal permits. Jehovah's Wit-

. n.esses might do the same-or might they? Can anyone 
·imagipe their being granted a permit in Quebec City, or 
other citie/!, or towns, or rural districts' in the Province? 

'-.. We seriouslfJ} doubt whether any Province or munici­
pality in the Dominion lof Canada has the constitutional 
right to prohibit the distribution of religious literature 
within its boundaries, or even to condition such distri­
bution upon the authority 0/ a permit. The British 
North America Act guarantees to every Canadian citi­
zen the same rights and . privileges as are guaranteed to 
His Majesty's subjects in the Unitelfl Kingdom. 

Are Jehovah's Witnesses Seditionists? 
But Jehovah's Witnesses are being prosecuted for 

s~.dition. GOSPEL WITNESS readers were given the full 
text of the pamphlet on "Quebec's. Burning Hate", upon 
which the charge of sedition is· based. Was there any 
sedition in· that? If, the Roman Catholic Chur.ch in 
·Quebec i~ really the State, if Church and State are one, 
and, both being the State, as in the Fascist or Nazi 
philosophy, the State is sacrosanct, the charge of sedition 
might be justified. But if. such a condi~ion be recognized 
·fW· a fact; cognizable in law, then Quebe~ is al.'ready an 
:.outlaw p;mong t.he Provinces, and is in open revolt against. 

. lit 

the Dom.inion of Canada and its constitution and its 
titular head, His Majesty King Geo?:ge VI. And the 
pobitical leader of this rebeUion must. be recognized as ' 
the Attorney-General and Premier, Mr. Maurice 

. Duples.sis .. 

Duplessis Op'enly Declares His Actions Based 
on Religious Grounds 

We need not repeat the details which all the news­
papers' have published. The Premier Attorney-General, 
openly, blatantly, boastfully, unequivocally, declares he 
is prosecuting Jehovah's Witnesses on religious grounds. 
The Courts have found them guilty, and imposed fines' 
and imprisonments, and the Bench has shown that its 
antipathy is wholly religious, naming one so condemned 
"a charletan of religion". The police have been ordered 
not only to arrest known members of the Jehovah's Wit­
ne.ss sect, but to arrest anyone suspected of being such, 
or even of sympathizing with such. The purport of 
this order was revealed in the cancellation of the license 
of a restaurateur exclusively on the ground 'of his being 
a . member of this much-hated sect, and of hi-s having 
made himself surety for other accused Witnesses; and 
Recorder Mercier, in imposing a fine of one hundred 
d.()lla~s, or' two months in jail, upon a Witness named 
How, said that the punishment was a hundred times too 
light, and that he only regI:etted that the law permit 
him to sentence every Jehovah's Witness coming before 
him "at least to life imprisonment". What more could 
this .judicial bigot desire to impose than life imprison­
ment, unless it should be death itself, or life impriso~­
ment with: the rack and the thumbscrew, and all the 
other instruments of torture which -belonged to the 
-Inquisition. And all this- in a Province of Canada 
where th~ British flag .... of liberty is supposed to fly! 

Is This Political'Quebec? 
But some will object: That is political Quebec, and 

Quebec as presently governed by extremists ! We shall 
be told that this is but one paw of the ·purring pussy, 
and it happens that the claws of that paw' are a little 
sharp. 

What about the other paws?." Has ·anyone heard of a 
man .called Godbout? . He was not an extremist: he was 
a very moderate man-so they said. He helped the 
Papacy to. purr, and tied a blue ribbon around its neck. 
But when a certain' gentleman, who was at the head of 
the Hydro Commission of that great Province, who had 
held membership and office in the Quebec Legislature, 
and who was then a member of the Senate of the Do­
minion of. Canada, and who had been twenty-three years, 
or thereabouts, Mayor of his own city, St. Hyacinthe, 
bearing the honoured name -of Bouchard-when this 
man'· presumed, on the floor of the Senate of this free 
Dominion, to criticize -the action of certain Roman 
Catholic societie~,-openly charging them with seditious 
activities, .M.r. Godbout was ordered by the real dictator 
of Canada, .. tp dismiss him immediately. Cardinal Vil­
lene!lv;e was reported to have called him a . "vile" person. 
.The. moderate· MJr. Godbout yielded instant obedience. 
Where is Mr. Godbout now? He is leader' of the Liberal 
Opposition in the Quebec Legislature. He is a poiitical 
pet o'f Premier -Mackenzie. King. . '. 

. . 
:No :prqtest From Any.Quebec Political Leader. 
But: ·n9.t a word of' protest. against' this' 'trampling 

underfoot by 'Duplessis of all principles of civil and reIi-
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gious liberty has been reported as having beep uttered 
by him. There are more than sixty Roman Catholic 
French-Canadian members of the' Federal Parliament. 
Is anyone of them on record as having raised any 
objection to Duplessis' action? Has there, indeed, been 
any word of protest from any political person or' Party 
in the Province of Quebec? No such word has been 
reported in the P!ess, so far a" we have ob~rved. Has 
anyone ever heard of Le Jour, anc;l.. its Editor, Jean 
Charles Harvey? He was a good man, an anti-clerical. 
He spoke out against the tyranny of the priesthood. But 
like Senator Bouchard, he refrained from repudiation 
of the "Church". We remember to have read an article 
by the. Editor of Le Jour to the effect that if in Quebec 
anyone dared to offer cri'ticism of the priest, whether 
he were· a merchant, a lawyer, a doctor, or anything 
else, he would be driven out of business. He was a true 
prophet. Le lour has ceased publication. It was driven 
out of business. 

Does Duplessi~ Represent Quebec? 
How far does Premier Duplessis represent the proviIice 

of Quebec, or let us rather say, the real authority in the 
Province of ·Quebec1' It was' this same Maurice Duplessis 
who, presenting a fisherman's ring to Cardinal Vil­
leneuve, declared that its presentation and acceptance 
marked the union of Church and State in Quebec. 

~ . 
THE ·GOSPEL WITNESS has long contended that the 

Roman Hierarchy favours a confusion of voices in the 
political life of Quebec-in' fact, it favours a babel of 
voices everywhere, for it is itself Babylon. But it 
makes but little difference what Party is in power in the 
Quebec Legislature, or what Party is in power in 'Ottawa, 
the members of the Quebec Legislature, and the Quebec 
members of the Dominion Parliament, are all papal 
Charley McCarthys: they do exactly as they are told. 

Has Any Member of the ·Canadian Hierarchy 
. Protested? . 

Has anyone heard of any protest against Dupl~ssis' 
action being expressed by any member of the Canadian 
Hierarchy? Invariably the Hierarchy, like certain ene­
mies of the gospel, whose actions are recorded in The 
Acts of .... the Apostles, "throws dust in the air." They 
are bound to have a voice for convenient quotation in 
case of emergency on both sides of any question. The 
present is no ·exception. The CarUulian Register had this 
to say: 

KINGSTON, Ont., Dec. 13.-'(BUP)-Tke Canadian 
Register, English language organ of the Roman Catholic 
'Church, ,today said i.t sympathized with Premier Maurice 
Duplessis' desire to restrain Jehovah's Witnesses, but 
that "we disagree most strongly with the methods he 
has adopted to achieve that aim." 

Editorially the weekly newspaper said the Govern­
ment's cancellation of Montreal restaurateur Frank Ron­
carelli's liquor license because he furnished bail for 
Witnesses was "particularly glaring". It is for the 
courts to decide if a case lies against Roncarelli, the 
editorial said. 

"By f09:irtg an arbitrary power of the Quebec Liquor 
CommiSSIon to s.ubserve a: frankly punitive purpose, the 
Provincial Government has rightly drawn upon' itself a 
storm of protest from all· sections of the community," 
the newspaper.' said. 
. . "Nothing could be more dl!;ngerous than unne<:cessarily 
to' div!)rce punishment from trial, and to place power to 

. inflict it in the hands of the executive au~hority. 
"Arbitrary action af this sort is th~ highroad to 

totaiitaiianisni. The' cause of jlJstice canO:ot be served 
by illegal means," the editorial concluded .. 

But this is a very mild rap across the knuckles of 
Premier Duplessis with a kind of celluloid ruler. It is 
not thus The Canadiatn Registet speaks about the so­
called spy trials, and of Russia generally. It is not in 
such mild language it pleads the cause of Roman Catholic 
isolation, educationally, in Ontario. But not a priest. or 
bishop has uttered a word of protest in Quebec against 
the Duplessis action. Indeed, the whole procedure is 
in line with what L' Action Catholique, Villeneuve's per­
sonal organ, has been advocating for months. Ari~ even 
The Canadian Register expresses· its full sympathy with 
Premier Duplessis' desire, "to .. restrairi Jehovah's Wit­
nesses", and disagrees only with his. methods. But there 
'should be ·no "restraint" where full religious Uberty is 

. the citizen's right. This weak little-chirp is the .only 
word from the Hierarchy that has even a colour -of 
protest. 

On December ?Oth, a warning to Catholics' aga'inst 
the efforts of Witnesses of Jehovah, was issued .from 
the Archbishop's palace in Quebec.· The warning as re-
ported in the press was as follows : . 

"The faithful have often been put on guard against 
heretical propaganda, particularly that which profanes 
Holy Scripture by fantastic and pernicious" interpreta­
tions. Further, the campaign of Christian ethics now 
in progress applies itself among other things to protect 
the faithful against all literature prejudicial to faith 
and customs. . 

"But it is evident that the Witnesses of Jehovah are 
now 'making gre~t efforts to win more sympathizers. 
We ,are confident that the faithful will understand the .. 
grave danger of such subversive propaganda, as much 
from the social as' from the religious viewpoint.'" 

There can be no objection whatever to such a word ~s 
this. It is indeed a very moderate statement of the case, 
and one which, by every standard the Hierarchy was 
entitled to make. We believe it to be the duty of Chris­
tian teachers and of those who call themselves Christian 
teachers, to' warn those whom they would instruct, 
against what th~y conceive to be error. Equal1y·it should 
be recognized as the privilege of the Witnesses of 
Jehovah, to distribute their warnings to the people 
against wh~t they consider to be the errors of Romanism. 
We, ourselves, have spoken, and written, in criticism of 
the strange teachings of the Russell-Rutherford cult as 
we have done against the vagaries, as we· regard them, 
of Roman Catholicism. In a free country, free discussion 
of religion and politics, a.nd of all other inatte.rs within 
the Dounds of decency, should be perm'itted to everyone. 

Duplessis the Master of the Hounds 
But what a golden opportunity the "Archbishop's 

palflce", missei in issuing such a warning! The. rl\r­
dinal's office might easilv. and quite appropriately, have 
expressed the desire that the freest discussion of all 
such matters should be permitted to everybody, and that 
the Hierarchy disapproved of repressive measures being 
taken against anyone on account of his religious benef. 
But of course the Archbishop's palace could ~ay nothjng 
of the kind, for the reason that for a couple of months 
at least the Cardinal's paper, L' Action Catholique. ~as 
been whistling out the dogs of persecution, and blowi~g 
the bugle horn for the hunt. And the master of the 
hounds, Premier Duplessis, "has responded' to the .call, 
and' set his pack in ~ull cry after the quarry. 
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"Montreal Dioeesan Society for Catholic Action" 
But has any other voice been heard? A, press report 

of December 20th says that-
"General approval of the 'energetic action' which 

Premier Duplessis is showing toward the militant Wit­
nesses of Jehovah, was voiced today by the Montreal 
Diocesan .society for Catholic Action as twenty more 
members of the sect appeared in court on various charges 
and WE:re remanded for trial. 

"The announcement by the. society's general director, 
Mgr. J. A.. Valois, was the first open statement by the 
church in support of the wholesale arrests of Witnesses 
which now have before Quebec cQurts about 1,000 mem­
bers of ~he religious body. 

,. "In a statement released yesterday at Quebec, the 
church had restrained it",elf previously to warning its 
members against' the preachings of the Witnesses though 
its statement had contained words similar to those used 
by ,Mr. Duplessis, when he referred to the order's 'sedi­
tious and libellous' charges." 
This report is under the name of Ken W. MacTaggart. 

'of The Globe and Mail "staff". 
A dispatch from the same writer of the 22nd refers 

to a barrister as saying that-
"The Roman .Catholic Church to date had not expressed 

any attitude On the Witnesses of Jehovah action other 
than the brief warning by the archbishop of Quebec that 
me~bers of the church should steel themselves against 
the preachings of the sect. The . statement by the' 
ISociety for Catholic, Action in Montreal diocese, he 
stressed, had been made by an organization which does 
,not speak for the hierarchy, and is composed of laity and 
clergy devoted to furtheling church work." 

: Mr. MacTaggart's informant is entirely in error in 
making any such statement. Technically it may be 
true that such a Society, in such circumstances, is not 
the official voice of the Hierarchy, but no Catholic Action 
society made up of laymen and clergy would speak on such 
a matter without an adv:ance' assurance that it was 
l\peaking the Hierarchy's mind. And the Society for 
Catholic Action "is just as much an instrument of the 
Hierarchy as is the Jacques Cartier Society, and St. 
Jean Baptiste Society, in' criticism of which Senator 
Bouchard spoke a year or so ago. 

(See article on this matter by Rev. W. S. Whitcombe 
in our issue of December 26, 1946, page .fi.) 

But M·r. MacTaggart says in the dispatch referred to: 
'i'At this moment, Mr. Duplessis is standing atop the 

heap." . ' 0 

And he adds: 
"Criticism from outside his own province is grist. for 

his mill. He can hold it aloft, and appeal to' Quebec, to 
support him against the malicious attacks of 'anti­
Quebec' Canada. And such publications as L'Action 
Catkolique provide indirect support, if not direct. This 
publication for some time has been calling on church 
members to drive the Witnesses out of Quebec, to scourge 
the province of the infidels, etc. In effect, it approved 
violent expUlsion of the pamphlet peddlers . . . . . 

"Mr. Duplessis, riding the crest of the political wave, 
, doesn't have to buck up." 

But what other support? 

Quebec City Council and O~her Mu,nicipal 
Bodies 

The City Council of the City of Quebec passed a reso­
lution commending Mr. Duplessis for his vigorous perse­
cution- of Jehovah's Witnesses, although we suppose they 
would call it "prosecution". It is also reported that a 

flood of resolutions by municipal councils, expressing 
similar approv:al, has reached the Premier. (It was this 
same Council of the ancient City of Quebec which a year 
or so ago, honoured THE GOSPEL WITNESS and its Editor, 
by passing a resolution, and forwarding it to the Minister 
of Justice at Ottawa, requesting that THE GOSPEL WIT­
NESS· be banned, and its Editor :be interned.) 

Altogether it would .appear that ,Roman Catholic 
French Canada is expresshlg its 'own spirit and attitude 
through the 'actions of its persecuting Premier. Mr. 
MacTaggart makes this one observation, 

"Unfortunately, one English Catholic pointed out here, 
such intemperate actions as Duplessis' and appeals like 
L'Actlion Catholique's cause' 'embarrassment' for himself 

,and others like him. He said, 'I have scores of letters 
here now'. He showed me some. 'They are from Catho-
lics, many of them prominent leaders, in other provinces. 
They don't defend the Witnesses' claims or charges. -But 
they do urge ending any appea,rance of persecution ,out-
side the law. Read the letters! ' 

"'1 did and he had' under-emphasized their contents." -
Recorder Mercier who expressed a desire to sentence 

all Witnesses "at least to life imprisonment'~ quite accu­
rately represents the spirit, and attitude, and purpose, 
and murderous desire, of the Papacy toward all who 
oppose it everywhere. THE BIG, PURRING, SILKY-HAIRED, 
CRIMSON-BEDECKED, PUSSY OF THE PADDED PAWS, IS REALLY 
A MAN-EATING TIGER. ' 

Quebec's Problem and Canada's is What to Do 
With a Man-eating 'Tiger ' 

That is Quebec's problem. That is Canada's problem. 
We have got rid of the wolves. Our snakes, for the 
most part, are h~rmless reptiles. We have left behind 
us the pioneer stage, when it was necessary to build 
stockades around the houses to ward off marauding, mur­
d~ring Indians. We have acquired some of the more 
cultured habits of the world. We have acquired, at 
least, some of the amenities of civilization. We have 
dug wealth from the mines, and gal'nered it from the 
fields, and taken much from forest and flood. We have 
built and furnished' good homes 'for our families, and 
'schools for' our children. We have erected temples 
wherein our spirits may worship. We have learned a 
little music and art. We have produced a little Ii(erature. 
We have fought a few batties, and have been victorious 
over not a few foes. We have a~quired and possessed, 
and partly peopled ,a continent. Oh, we have done a lot 
of things! BUT CANADA'S BIG PROBLEM STILL REMAINS. 
WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH THE 'MAN-EATING TIGER? He 
is not native to the Canadian woods: he IS an importation 
from a far country. He has left a trail of suffering, 
and sorrow, and blood, and of impoverishment, and of 
ravened populations behind him. No race, nQ nation, 
no government, nor. scheme of government, has ever 
been able to tame him. Like a hibernating animal, 
under' certain circumstances, he seems to lapse into a 
purring, plausible, beauty, for a time; but sooner or 

--Jater the claws protrude from his cushioned paws, and, 
like the, drunkard returning, to his cups, his_ thirst for 
blood again asserts itself, and he goes out"n a man-
hunting ra~page. ' 

Roman ~atholicism Always the Same at Heart 
Rom3n Catholicisinis always the same at heart, what­

ever ~ts pretensions and professions may be. The Church 
of Rome must be judged by the rotted skeletons in the 
dungeons of Italy, and France, and Spain, and elsewhere. 
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Her professions of "tolerance" must be appraised by In the ,Fred Rose appeal to a Quebec Court, the appeal 
the groans and cries of the massacred multitude of St. was disallowed, or rejected, by the unanimous decision 
Bartholomew, by the screams' of agony of the victims of all the judges, which, of course, was a foregone cop­
of the Inquisition from the torture-chambers of Europe. clusion; and we are informed that because of' the unan­
Her history must be read by the light of the martyr imity,of the decision, no 'appeal can be taken on that 
fires of Prague, and Smithfield, and Oxford, and' else- matter to the Supreme Court of Canada. It does not 
where. Her professions of benevolence must be measured require much imagination to foresee what will happen 
by the poverty of the serfs of Poland, the peons of . in the Dominion of Canada in the course of a few years, 
Mexico and South America. Her professions of pufity when. the Supreme Court of Canada is packed with 
and holiness must be gauged ,by the immoralities of Roman Catholic judges, as it nearly is even now. And 
which 'she is the prolific mother, wherever she is allowed once more we remind our readers of the truly terrible 
full sway .. Indeed, she must be judged by something menace that hangs over us in the possibility of the 
worse than mere immoraIity,-by the corrupt, putrid, abolition of the right of appeal to the Imperial PriVy 
putrefying, malodorous social state into which her vo- Council. If once that is abrogated, we shall be com~ 
taries are always sunk, by her excesses where there are pletely at the mercy of the Roman Catholic Church in 
no neutralizing agents to arrest decay, such as the condi- this country. When that day comes we shall have our 
tions which obtained in the Philippines, which produced choice of either submitting to the- kind of government 
the revolution, and the Spanish-American War, and the they have in Quebec, or else literally fighting for .our 
loss of all Pacific and Western hemisphere possessions rights. 
to Spain. The Roman Church's devotion 'to the cause of 
education, and her professed p,assion for the enlightening 
ministry of truth everywhere, can be appraised at its 
true value OIily as it is judged 'by the preponderant 
illiteracy, and dense ignorance, and superstition, of the 
masses she 'controls. Individual saints and scholars, 
and disseminators of goodness there may be still, as 
there have been in the past; but the present outbreak 
in Quebec shows that the system, the philosophy, of 
Romanism, the arrogant, exclusive, intolerance of cleri­
calism, and the universal' malevolent influence of the 
Papacy is ever the same. She is the author of tyrannies, 
the forger of chains, the distiller, and dispenser of 
poisons-in short, she is "BABYLON THE GREAT" 
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS 
OF THE EARTH". In Quebec Roman .9atholici~m is 
merely displaying its native, naked, ruthless, ugliness. 
But. however disguised the Papacy is always the same 
murderous beast at heart. 

Man-Eating Tiger Sure to Cross Quebec Boundary 
There 'is no high wall separating Quebec from the 

rest of Canada, which this man-eating tiger cannot leap 
over. It . is important, therefore, that people of the 
Dominion 'as a whole should recognize' that the man­
eating tiger is on the, rampage, and is liable to spring 
upon us wherever he is allowed the opportunity. Roman­
ism, then, is not exclusiveJy a Quebec problem-it is a 
menace to -the liberties of Canadians everywhere. 

. Why Are Romanists So Bold? 
It must have impressed most people that the Roman 

Church is becoming bolder every year. We do not recall 
any exhibition of medieval intolerance and persecuting 
bigotry in Canada's recent history comparable to that 
which is now taking place in Quebec. _The Roman Church 
is very astute. It never moves until it feels that it is 
safe to move. And the faa that the Roman Hierarchy 
is so whole-heartedly supp6rting the present campaign 

Attitude, of Roman Catholic Church in Canada of 'religious persecution seems to us to suggest that the 
Generally ~ Papacy'feels itself to be now pretty firmly established 

. in Canada. It has reached the place where 'it no longer 
In what we have already said, we have dealt with has any fear of Protestant reaction. That is perhaps 

Quebec. It is surely significant that there has been no one of the most serious aspects of this whole matter. 
protest from any· Roman Catholic voice in the entire Rome is not only established in Quebec: it is established 
Dominion of ·Canada against the attack upon religious in Ottawa, and through the utteriy conscienceless George 
liberty in Quebec, apart from the weak chirp, as we Dr.ew, equally the servant of Rum and Rome, who might 
have elsewhere called it, from The Ca.nadian Register. be described as Premier Bartender Drew, it is establish­
. Elsew~ere in this issue we publish an editorial on the ing itself throughout Ontario in positions which will 
subject ~rom the last issue of The Canadian Register, soon be impregnable. 
so that our readers may see that the Roman Catholic 
Church realiy approves of the Duplessis intolerance and What About a Canadian Bill of Rights?, 
inquisitoriaJ methods. It is important that Canadians A certain member of Parliament in a public address 
should recognize that what is occurring in Quebec would has 'advocated the enactment of a Canadian Bill of 
obtain in all the rest of Canada if the Roman Catholic Rights. What good would that do? Laws do not enforce 
Church were elsewhere in the ascendency, as it is in themselves, and when you have an utterly lawless govern­
that province. ment, there is not much of a safeguard in a written 

There are no Courts in Quebec that are not subject law. In any event, why do we need a Bill of Rights? 
to the will of the Roman Catholic Hierarchy. Only such We, do not know of any country in the world in which 
men as the Hierarchy nominate, and approve, are-ever civil and religious liberty has heen more jealously 
appointed to judicial positions in QueBec. Since the guarded than it has in Great Britain now for a couple 
death of the late Mr. Justice Greenshie1ds, famous for of centuries. And, the' British North America Act 
his conduct of the libel suit of the daughter of the late already, so far as a paper instrument can do it, guarantees 
Father C'hiniquy, and the wife of· a professor of McGill to every Canadian all the liberties which British subjects 
University, we doubt whether any man has been enjoy. But the principles of the British North America 
appointed a judge or' a magistrate in the Province of Act, and ot' the British Constitution, were lawlessly and 
Quebec, wh~ was nota Roman' Catholic. We should like ruthlessly trampled underfoot by the infamous Espionage 
to have a full stati~tical report on this matter. Commission. under the inspiration and direction of the 
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Roman Hierarchy through the then Justice Minister 
S,t. Laurent.' The' clock of progress: was tu~ed pack 
to the days of the Inquisition;' and, unfortunately, no 
effective' protest against these injus~ice8 was made by 
the rest of Canada. If a thousand Bills of 'Rights were 
put on the Statute Books in' Ottawa; . so long as a papal­
dominated government rules in Ottawa, and so long 
'as a papal-dominated minority holds the balance of power 
in . the Parliament of Canada. and so long as alI parties 
without distinction, are submissive, and subservient to 
the will cif the Papacy. as at present, no' statutory enact­
ment would protect us." 

It is worth ,while recalling what has been said in this 
matter on former occasions. Sir Alexander T. Galt, one 
of the Fathers of Confederation, only nine years after 
Confe,deration, in 1876, published a pamphlet entitled, 
"Church and State". In that pamphlet he quotes as 
follows from the fifth Provincial Council of the Hierarchy 
held at Quebec in 1873: ' 

"'We assert that the Church is a perfect Society, 
independent of the Civil power and superior to it. , Be­
tween the religious authority of this Society (the fulness 
of which authority resides in the Roman Pontiff) and 

. "the political power of the Christian r~ler, there exists, 
from tlie very nature of things, such a relation, that. the . ' 
latter is to be former not only negatively, but also 
positively sU'bordinate, although indirectly so. The Civil 
Rower can do nothing which tends to the/injury of the 
Church, and 'ought to abstain from such acts as would 
clash with the laws of the ·Church, and, indeed, should' 
also, at the request of the Church, cooperate toward its 
benefit and the attainment of its supernatural end. This 
is the true doctril1e of Boniface the Eighth, in the Bull 
Unarn ,Sanctam, in which he teaches that the material 
sword,shou'd be subordiitate to the spiritual sword, and 
shou\~ be used for the Church. but not against the 
Church. The opinion of the Fathers is the same who 

"'Vr:te that the Civil power has been instituted by God 
for 'the protection and care of the Church!" 

-po !1 Church and State. 

a lecture that he recently gave at 'Queb~' under the· 
auspices of la Societe ~t:-Jean Baptiste. 

'''Nationalists use' all ~eth~s t~ . diffuse the national 
mystic: schools, natio~al sessions, la .Societe St-Jean' 
Baptiste, .congresses, national excursions, festival of the 
dead (Dollard, La V ergne), festival of the living (those 
who honour us), historical lectures, salute to the flag. 

"'Nationalists do not 'believe in num-bers which engen~ 
der discussion, indecision, perpetual recommencements. 
Nor do they believe in the popular sovereignty which 
is an illusion, or an anarchy, or an immorality. They do' 
not believe in the mirage of individual competition which 
is supposed to give everyone a chance by a process of 
selection, (Emphasis ours). 

"'The dogma of nationalists is order. That is their 
first principle, an order which takes account of the 
hu,man person but also of the collective body, as of the 
eVIl of men, for the advancement of the nation. . . . 

"'The speaker concluded by citing Marshal'Petain as 
a perfect model of efficacious authority. What he has 
done. in France since he came to power is admirable. 
In hIm everything is in p.!lrfect equilibrium he has the 
qualities ~f a chief, of a leader, his authority radiates 
f~om the top of the pyramid to the base. Let us make 
h'm OU?· pattern. 

"'Long live nationalism. Down with individualism!''' 
.( Our read,:rs will recall that since this was spoken 

thIS same :perfect -model of efficacious authority", 
Marshal' PetaIn, ·by a French\ Court was sentenced to 
d~ath for high treason, but that on account of his age 
hIS sentence I was commuted. to life imprisonment a 
sentence which he is now serving.)', ' 

Once more, referring to a proposal that we should 
have a Canadian Bill of Rights, it is well to remind our­
selves that the Roman Catholic Church is the Church 
pf .the Lawless One, and is itself absolutely lawless. It 
was Cardinal Villeneuve who, in reply to a protest from 
the Civil Liberties' Union, against mob violence in Mont­
real, wrote as follows: 

;Here ~e are. clearly told that the civil power is sub­
ordinate to the authority of the Church. It "may be 
Wf'll once again. to Quote a dialogue between Premier '" 
Duplessis and Cardinal Villeneuve. Mr. Duplessis said 

"Freedom of speech, yes, 'but not_freedom to insult our 
social conceptions, our traditions, our morals and our 
religion. Freedom of/speech, I am for it, but'let it be 
among decent people, not among imbeciles and brigands. 
... Would you let sufferers from contagious diseases 

to Cardinal Villeneuve on the 26th of June 1937 at the 
ppen'ing session of the National Eucharistic Cor:ference 
in Quebe~: Q. . 

'~ 'In the name of this province and as a symbol of our 
i~defectible attachment to the Fisherman's ring, who 

''-, was _ a preacher of charity, I am happy to present you 
.. this ring ·bearing the escutcheon of the Congress and 

your .coat of Arms. 
" 'And I think that I shall make your bishop's heart 

rejoice even more as I. say to you 'in closing: In the name 
. :' of the Government and of the people of the Province of 
, Quebec. I proclaim our faith, and I do so with my whole 

heart, my whole . soul; Credo! I believe! I believe in 
God and in the Catholic religion!' " 

Til reply, the Cardinal said in part: 
: '. j, 'This is a: precious and very beautiflil gift. It comes 
fri>rn the Government of the French Province of Quebec. 
This ring miuks the union, praise God, of the religious 
authority and 'of the civil authority.' "'·(Etnphasis ours.) 
Furthermore, .S-peaking in Quebec City before a meet-

ing of la Societe St-Jean Baptiste, a certain pri!,!st said: 
. "'~We desire Ii: French province of :Quebec, a French 
, s~te well organized; governed by ,ourselves, centralizing 
.- ·our· economJc life, o~r political life. and that for·th~· pur-
.. pose of beiNg masters in our· own .homes (Chez-nous). 
:.Th~t' js' what F~1Jler· Simon. Arsenault .p'.s.v. declared in 

poison the air you breathe? ... Together with His Ex­
cellency the ~rchb!shop.-Coadju~or of M'.ontreal, I praise 
the youth whIch abgns Itself to protect special order ...• 

"If it is argued that this is contrary to law I reply 
that ,before law there is the Law of Nature .. ' .. Well, 
to .d~fend o~z:se!ves aga~nst su'bversive doctrines, against 
spirItual.poisomng, agaInst the overthrow of the founda­
tions of civilization, against the dynamite which would 
blow up our religious, family and social traditions IF :rHAT IS NOT THE I~W, LET T~AT :LAW BE 'MAilE; 
If not, we shall exercIse the law and right of nature . 
'The safety af the people is the supreme law' .... Under 
pretext of respecting a morbid democracy, people wave 
at us the spectre of an illusory ,Fascism and mean­
while th~ enemies gain a foot hold and make a mockery 
of our juridical scruples." 
Thus justifying mob violence, such mob violence as 

Jehovah's Witnesses have been subject to of. recent date 
the head of the Roman Catholic Church in Canada se~ 
himself above· all law, and declares that "if it is argued 

,that this. is contrary to law, I reply that before law 
there is the Law of Nature .... " etc. 

Thus while the affairs of this ·country are really in 
the hands of lawless Hierarchs, to whom:.,our pettifogging 
politicians seem ever. to be subject, there seems . to be no 
hope of preserving our liberties, uirless and until Cana-

. , 
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dian Protestantism awakes, and unites, and asserts it­
self, and says to the Roman Catholic Hierarchy, "This 
tyranny shall be ended". ' . 

THERE IS NO PL.A!CE FOR A MAN-EATING TIGER 
TO ROAM AT ;LARGE IN A FREE COUNTRY, AND ,FOR 
THAT 'REASON ,sO~ETHING WILL HAVE TO BE DONE 
TO ,PUT THIS TIGER IN A CAGE. WE ON.LY HOPE 
THAT IT ,MAY BE CAUGHT AND CKGED WITHOUT 
OUR HAVING 'LITERALLY TO GO -HUNTING TO PRO­
TECT SOCIETY FROM THIS JUNGLE BEAST. 

EDITORIAL FROM THE CANADIAN· 
_ REGISTER 

LED by The Globe and Mail and The Toronto star some 
. ot the Ontario .. papers have. run wild about ~he pers!lcu­

tion of Jehovah Witnesses in the Province of Quebec. They 
have raised the issue of religious . liberty in such a way as 
to do a grave disservice to religious liberty ·by making it 
look silly. 

The Witnesses in Quebec are .not being prosecuted for 
holding their own beliefs or holding their own meetings for 
worship. They are prosecuted for distributing the leaflet 
"Quebec's Burning .Hate" which is held to be libellous and 
seditious. These are legal terms and it is for the courts 
to decide on their application but anyone who has read 
the leaflet knows that the whole tone is the same as that 
of the title. One of the passages runs: '~Quebec, Jehovah's 
Witnesses are telling all Canada of the shame you have . 
brought . on the nation by your evil' deeds. In English, 
French and Ukrainian lariguages this leaflet··is broadcasting 
your delinqQency to the nation." 

Religious liberty does not include .the right to indulge in 
this kind of incitement to hatred. It is matter for argu­
ment· whether the beliefs of the Witnesses can be called 
religious. They themselves say all religions are wrong. 
Yet most people' would describe their doctrines as religious 
since they preach Jehovah and profess to be based on the 
Bible. 

Any impartial judge, Catholic, Protestant or atheist, 
would say that their doctrines do not make sense at all. 
The men, women and children who make' themselves a 
nuisance ringing doorbells, invading houses and peddling 
pamphlets are incredibly ignorant while trained in a line 
of parrot talk full of irrelevant biblical texts. To identify 
religious freedom )Vith freedom for ignorant fanatics to 
insult the religious convictions and feelings of nearly !.lO 
.per cent of the people of a province is to make religious 
freedom' indefensIble. 

may be asked, with all respect, to consider that the wider 
interests of their religion and race, call for a degree of 
heroic~ restraint in the face of provocations. . H.S. 

-The Canadian Regist61· of December 28th, 1946. 

This, our readers will recognize is' really a justifica­
tion of the persecution of Jehovah's Witnesses in Que­
bec. It is not. only THE IGoSPE~ WITNESS that The 
Canadian .Register does not like: it charges The Globe 
and Mail and The Toronto Daily Star with "running 
wild about the persecution of Jehovah's Witnesses in 
the Province of Quebec". They might have added the 
Toronto Evening Telegram, which was equally outspoken 
in condemnation of the course of Premier Duplessis. 
By publishing this editorial, our readers will see what 
manner of protest the ~oman Catholic Church has made. 
It is, in fact, no protest at all. To institute any com­
parison between the attitude of loyal subjects of His 
M;ajesty the King, and the legitimate criticism of an 
institution that calls itself a ~'Church" is in itself illum­
inating. The Roman Church in Quebec is far more 
important than His Majesty the King. 

TIlE GRACE OF GOD 
"The theologians 'of the Church. can be placed in an 

ascending scale according as they' ha~e grasped with less 
or greater clearness that one great central doctrine, that 
doctrine that gives consistency to all the rest; and 
Christian experience also depends for. its depth and for 
its power upon the way in which that blessed doctrine 
is cherished .in the depths of the heart. The centre of 
the' 'Bible, and the centre of Christianity,' is found in 
the grace of God; and the necessary corollary of the 
grace of God is' salvation through faith alone." 

-What Is Faith? by J. G. Machen 

MRS. M. E. LEHMAN 

MEMBERS of THE CANADIAN PROTESTANT LEAGUE will 
be shocked to learn of the sudden passing of Mrs: 

The indiination of the people of Quebec against these 
deliberate trouble-mongers is natural and understandable. 
The people of Ontario would be just as angry if Catholics 
conducted a propaganda against Protestantism in the way 
that the Witnesses attack the Catholic Church. Nobody 
would be allowed to insult His Majesty the King in Ontario 
as the Witnesses insult the Church of the people of Quebec. 
Political liberty is not held to include the right to sedition 
arid libel. 

To sympathize with the resentment felt by the ·people of­
Quebec is not to approve all. that has 'been done in the 
reaction against the Witnesses' campaign of' burning hate. 
The cancellation of a liquor seller's license because he exer­
cised his legal right to provide bail for accused persons' is 
an act of despotism which must/be condemned by aU':who 
believe in constitutional government. Furthermore it seems 
evident that the proceedings a~inst the pamphlet distribu­
tors, however legal and justifiable, are giving favorable 
publicity to. the Witnesses far and wide and they are giving 
very unfavorable publicity to the Province of Quebec. Que­
bec is one Catholic province in North America a continent 
which is predominantly non-Catholic and whe;e there is a 
vast amount of anti-Catholic prejudice. The French-Canadian 
Catholic people of Quebec, injured and ipsulted as they are, 

M. E. Lehman, the faithful and devoted office secretary 
of the LEAGUE. She was at her desk as usual last Friday 
and went. to lunch with he'r husband, Rev. V. J; Lehman. 
Only a few moments after she had been chatting with 
other members of, the office staff in her usual cheery. 
!Danner, she suddenly complained of a feeling of faint­
ness anq by the time the others 'reached her side, her 
spirit had fled' to be with Christ which is far better. In 
the name of all our friends we extend to her bereaved 
husband and to the other members of her family the 
expression of our deepest sympathy in their great loss. 
l,\'lrs. Lehman was one who, by her very nature, threw 

:'her whole self into whatever task was at hand, 'and the 
work of THE CANADIAN PROTESTANT LEAGUE was very dear 
to her. She bore the weight of the multitude of details 
essential to such an organization, gi~ing herself gladly 
and unstintingly to it as her contribution to the advance­
ment o~ the cau'se she loved. Her lromegoing 'will l¢ave 
a gap In our ranks that will be exceedingly difficult to 
fill, and all who knew her will mourn the loss' of a 
friend whose unfailing cheerfulness and constant f~'ith 
were a so~rce'of encouragement to all her fellow-workers. 

Dr. ShIelds conducted the funeral service last Mondav 
in . G~ee~way Hall, preaching the sermon printed in thi'~ 
week s Issue. Rev. D. C. Mc~elland, Secretary of THE· 
CANAD~A~ PROTESTANT LEAGUE, spoke in tribute of Mrs. 
Lehman s great services to that body, and other members 
of the Executive also took part. -W.S.W, 
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m~t Juruts &trttt ,ulptt 
"With Christ ~ W/1ich Is Far Better" 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Greenway Hall-of Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Monday afternoon. December 30th. at the 
funeral service of the late Mrs. V. J. Lehman. 

(Stenographically Reported) 

"And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be 
Christ, save thyself and us. . 

"But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost· not thou fear God, seeing 
thou art in· the same condemnation? . -

"And we indeed justly; tor we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man 
hath done nothing amiss. . 

"And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. 
"And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me I 

in paradise."-Luke 23 :39-43. 

"Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in, God, believe also in me. . 
"In my Father's house are many mansions; if it were not ·so, I would have told 

you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
"And- if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and ·receive you unto 

myself; that where I am, there ye may be also."-John 14:1-3. / 

"For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have 
a bui!ding of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

"Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst· we are at home in the 
body, we are absent from the Lord: -

"(For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 
"We are confident, I say, and willing.rather to be absent from the body, and to be 

present with the Lord."-Z Cor. 5:1, 6-8. 
"For I am in ·a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be With 

Christ; which is far better :"-Phil. 1 :23. 

Wl'r.H a elosed Bible, and no voice from Heaven, 
. death is at once a mystery and a te·rror. . There is 

nothing beautiful about it; there never was; there never 
·can ,be. 
. We meet this afternoon, however, as those who view 
what otherwise would be an indescribable tragedy, and 
an irreparable loss, from a distinctivelY Christian point 
of view. The coming of Jesus Christ into the world has 
made all the -difference between darkness and light, be­
tween death and life, between hell and heaven. God has 
disclosed Himself in the Person of a sovereign Saviour .. 
We know nothing whatever about the life beyond the 
grave, beyond what the word of God tells us. Our 
opinions may vary, but they have no value whatever, 
except as opinio~s; for the reason that none of us have 
had opportunity of observation, and, of course, have had 
no experience of life beyond the river. All human 
knowledge stops on. this side of the grave, and beyond 
that we know nothing at all apart from what God, .in 
His infinite mercy, has been pleased to communicate to 
us, by divine revelation. 

The. sum of divine revelation we 'have in the Lord 
J~sus Christ. He claimed to have a knowledge of both 

. worlds. He said: "No man hath ascended up to h~aven, 
but he' that came down from heaven, even the Son of 
man which is in heaven" .. He said, in effect, "I speak 
to you on a subject of which mortals are' completely ig­
norant. I monopolize in my own proper Person, . the 
·truth, of the other world." Hence we are shut up to 
Jesus Christ for a knowledge of the life to' come ... ' 

Friday morning we knew Mrs. Lehman. She was one 

of us. She had had lunch with her husband, and had 
just returned, and sat down at her desk, cheerful as 
usu... A little while later she said, quite brightly, as 
was her .culltom to say anything: "I think I am going 
to faint." There were ·a half a dozen of the office staft' 
in the office at the ti~e, one ,of them a trained nurse. 
But ,befor:e anyone could reach her side she had leaned 
forward on her· desk, and was gone. Her_ spirit had de­
parted without warning. No one can believe that she has 
ceased to exist, and we are bound to ask, w:hither has 
she gone 7 That is a natural question for us all. 

We are not gloomy, or pessimistic, when we face the 
fact that this one event must happen to us all, and we 
ought to know where we· are going when that event 
takes place. . And when the spirit quits this mortal 
frame, when, like a winged bird, let out of its cage, it 
flies away, where does it go, whither does it fly? 

We have the most explicit teaching in the word of 
God in respect to that matter. Please do not argue 
with me, for the reason that I must tell you at the out­
set, I do not know. I do not know any more about It 
than you' do; 'and lam confined to this sole authoritY 
for my knowledge-shall I say-of the whereabouts of 
·the departed spirit of our friend and fellow-worker . 
Where is she 7 

'What lie8 immediately beyond the grave? Our Lord 
Jesus is the answer to that. There was one of the 
two thieves, crucified with Him, who repented of his 
sin. He admitted that he deserved the death he was 
to die. He said to· his fellow criminal on the other side 
of the Son of God, "We receive the due reward of, our 

( 
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deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss." He 
knew that He .was an absolutely righteous man; and 
somehow in that last hour of death, when he had no 
opportunity to make any reparation for the evil he had 
committed, and there was no-possibility of his making 
even an attempt at 'atonement for his sin., in those last 
moments it W/lS given to him to discern that this Man 
on the centre cross was different from all others. There 
must have been a light that never shone .on sea or land, 
which shone into his darkened heart, and he saw Jesus. 
He saw the Lord of Glory. And he said to Him, "Lord, 
remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom." 
That was a very simple and brief prayer. There was 
no elaboration at all. I think that is one of the most 
striking examples of what the Scripture means when 
it says: "Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved:". That was all he could do-nothing 
else. And so he said, "Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom". '. . 

What was the answer of the Son of God? H~ did not 
say "I will see what I can do for you when I get to the 
oth~r side," for He knew all authority had been given to 
Him in heaven and on earth. He needed to ask no 

- one's permission. Authoritatively He answered, "Today 
shalt thou be with me in paradise"-not by and by, 
but "today" -inilnediately-"thou shalt be with me in 
paradise." 

What a promise! To have the pledge of the incarnate 
God that that very day that redeemed spirit, should pass 
from death unto life eternal in the immediate presence 
of God! That, my dear ,friends, is the sum of the 
Christian revelation. That is what the Bible says to 
everybody," and of everybody, who will call upon the 
name of the Lord, that quitting this mortal life, the 
spirit shall be with God "today", not by and by, but 
"today". So Jesus said, and so all the apostles said, 
and all the writers of the New Testament scriptures. 
They did not speak of ·a period of probation after death. 
There is not one word of Scripture to that effect--not 
one. 

I am glad we know where'Mrs. Lehman is. 1 am .glad 
'you know, brother Lehman. where your wife is. You 
have no doubt about it. What did the. apostle Paul say? 
To be "absent from the body" was to be "present with 
the Lord". Now 'absence from the body means to be 
"at home" (R.V.) with the Lord, instantaneous transi­
tion from one to the other. Our friends leave us to 
take a long journey sometimes. We anxiouslY aw~it 
word of their arrival at their destination, whither we 
know they are bound. And until we receive word that 
they have arrived, we are, not sure whether anything 
that we call an "accident" may have intervened; and 
we are relieved when at last we are advised of their safe 
arrival. But here is a journey in which there can be 
no plane crash, there cap be no "accident", no interception 
whatever. 1 said at the outset, from the non-Christian 
point of view, death is a terror; and so it is. 1 do not 
want to start out for somewhere, and not know where 1 
am going. I want to know beyond all possibility of 
doubt. 

1 have a good deal of sympathy with the view of the 
professional ~ester. 1 repeltot an old story,-so ,old that 
it may be new to this generation. Ancient kings used to 
keep men as wits, and humorists; to maRe jests for them. 
They were called "the king's fool". There was one such, 
to whom his master gave some kind of fancy staff. 
He said, "N'Jw, fool. whenever YOU meet a bigger fool 

than yourself, you have the royal permission to 'transfer 
this staff to him." 

Years .later the jester was requested to attend upon 
the king. This time the king did not ask for jests.. He 
said, "Fool, 1 just want to tell you that 1 am going on 
a long journey." "Where are you going, your Majesty?" 
said the fool. "Oh, 1 really don't know where I am 
going." He said, "I hope you have made full preparation 
for the journey, and that you are all ready to leave." 
"No, fool, 1 have made no preparation whatsoever, and 
I"have no readiness to start on my long journey." "But 
you hope to come back again, your Majesty?" "No; 
aU I. know about this journey is that it is one from which 
no one ever returns." "And you don't know where you 
are going; and you have ,made no preparation; and you 
have no choice in the matter? You must go?" 
"Exactly!" said the king. "Then" said the fool, "I re­
mind your Majesty that years ago you gave me a staff, 
instructing me to hand it to anyone whom 1 should ever 
meet who was a bigger fool than I. 1 have no option 
but to return to your Majesty the staff. Greater folly 
than this 1 have never known." There is no greater 
folly than to face death without any preparation, without . 
any knowledge of what lies ahead, knowing only that 
when death calls we have no option but to obey: we 
must go. . 

Now the Lord Jesus'came "that he might destroy him 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil;' and 
deliver them who through fear of death were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage." Some people are always 
afraid of death, and I do not wonder. We have grave 
reason to_b.!Lafraid of death. But I rejoice that the devil 
has not the power of death. That has been taken from 
him. Christ has. been manifest for that very purpose. 
And what did Jesus say? He said that death eould not 
destroy one sparrow without divine permission. He saId 
that a personal God feeds them 'all. He said God takes 
care of the oxen, of the animal creation. And He said, 
"Ye are of more value than many sparrows". How 
much better is a man than a sheep." 

1 cannot explain Mrs. Lehman's sudden departure: I 
am not going to try. I only know that it never could 
have occurred if God, in His infinite wisdom, had DOt 
seen fit to permit it. We wonder why men and women 
who live, apparently, almost useless'lives, are permitted 
to continue, like weeds, while those who are young, vigo­
rous apparently, and serviceable to everybody, aild who 
fill 'a large place in human society, are suddenly taken 
away" You ask me why. 1 cannot tell you. I only know 
that the Lord gives, and the Lord takes away, and all 
that we can !Say is "Blessed be the name of the Lord." 
We must interpret it in the. light of His cross, that "He 
that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for 
us all, how shall h~ not with him also freely give us all 
things?" We know that He never would have permitted 
this thing, had He not seen in His wisdom that it was 
best. 

Death? Yes! It is not easy to understand, for the 
reason that as P,aul said-and he was a man who lived 
a full life, and 'lived strenuouslY-he had a desire to 
depart and to be'with Christ "which is very far better." 
He did not say how much better, but he did say "better". 
All we know is that Mrs. Lehman's spirlt has beep trans­
lated into a condition of life that is 'better than the very 
best that earth could give-to be face to face with Christ 
is heaven itself, I like to remind, IDYseJf, and I have 
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sometimes told the story that Deacon' Jennings and I, I liked that. No one has ever said that to me since.' 
a few years ago, one w'ild January day, started out for I remember when the Lord Jesus came to me, a' poor 
Florida together. We got to the Peace Bridge about ten pauper. He said; "I want to take you to .heaven with 
or eleven o'clock at night. It was cold. The wind was me; I will pay all the debts you owe, to the last farthing. 
blowing wildly, and the snow falling thickly" covering The law will have no claim on you. I shall pay your way, 
the windshield of our car. We came to the end of the and my servants will wait on you. Your spirit will be 
bridge, and the customs and immigration officers came carried by the angels into heaven itself." "But my 
out with their coats bu'ttoned up, their collars up around good works?" "You have none; but if 'yoU had, they 
their chins, and their gloves on. "Wh~re are you going?" would not be any good. Your money, your merit, YDur 
they said. "Well, we are heading toward Florida, the efforts are no good on this trip. I have paid it all." 
land- of the singing of hirds, and sunshine." "Why on That is the gospel: 
earth do you want -to go to Florida? Why do you want "Jesus paid it all, 
to leave a lovely climate like this?" So they both said. All to Him I owe 
Then the one looked at the car, and said; "Do you think Sin had left a crimson stain 
you could manage to put me in there somewhere, and He washed it white as snow." 
take me along?" . We can say with one of the old hymn writers: 

This old world has not a very good climate,' has it? "If Thou hast full atonement made, 
"The righteous pe~.isheth, and no man layeth it to heart: And for my soul a ransom paid 
and merciful men are taken away, none considering that In terms of blood divine, 
the righteous is taken away from the evil to come." We Payment Thou wilt not twice demand, 
need' not mourn Mrs. Lehman. She has gone to be with Once at my bleeding Surety's hand, 

And then again at mine.'; 
Christ-not merely to the place of golden streets and 
jasper walls. If you were to 'go to the home of a newly-. That were unthinkable! It is all paid. "We shall say 
married pair, 'and you knew the bride, but you had never good~bye to this earthly tabernacle today. Some friends 
seen the bridegroom,. and you were admitted to the remarked that Mrs. Lehman looked as though she were 
house,. would you walk around the house, and say, "Well just quietly sleeping. Yes, but she will be even hetter 
that is a nice carpet. I like. your piano. I like your looking when we see her next' time, for her spirit will 
furniture." Would you go around_ examining everything be clothed in a new body like unto the body of His glory. 
in the house, and at last remember that there was a Sometimes I long for. that new sult, don't you? Some­
husband around somewhere? times I wish I could put it on today. But we must await 

Do you suppose that bride would allow you to look his time. 
at all these things until she had first of all presented All I have to say to you now is this: If there "is one 
her husband, saying, "This is my husband." What will man or woman Ihere this afternoon who cannot, with 
be the first thing for us when we get to heaven? Just confidence, say, "If our earthly house of this tabernacle 
to meet Christ. The golden streets can wait. The jasper were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not 
walls will long endure for our examination. So will the made with hands, eternal in the heavens"-if you cannot 
gates of peart We shall be able to inspect the river of S,Ry' that, I ·beg of you say it this afternoon,' just"call 
the water of life, to admire the trees of life, and listen on the name of the Lord. Just merely' say, "Lord, that 
to all the songs of the angels. But the first thing I want salvation, please, that is in Chri.st, I should like to have 
to see when I get to heaven, is the face of my Lord Jesus it." And the moment you ask for it, it is yours. It is 
Christ. Everything else can wait. written down by the angels. It is in the Lamb's Book. 

Mrs. Lehman has seen Him. "With Christ"! "which of life. The transaction is settled for ever. 
is far better." How do we know? The Bible tells us - That is my messa:ge. I think -it is the message, in 
so, and because.we know that our fare has all been paid, principle, Mrs. Lehman would have liked me to deliver. 
our reservations are made. We read it this afternoon. I think she would have said-if she could have said 
A reservation is waiting for us when we arrive. . There anything-"Be sure to tell them where I am, that I have 
will be someone at the door when we get there. Every- gone to be with Christ 'which is far better'." 
.thing paid fo~. Our sins all taken away. Some of them? Let us pray: ' 
No: not some of th~m-all' of them. 0 'Lord this afternoon we mourn together the departure 

Supposing you had a very rich friend. someone who of one V:e ioved. We thank Thee' for the memory of a 
had unlimited funds, and he were to invite you to be his Christian character, a brave and noble spirit, whom we 
guest! Suppose he knew all about -your limitations and have known now for some years. :Some of us who have 
he were to say, "I will pay for your transportatio~. I wrought with her, and have seen her. day by day, pve ,!,hee 
th~nk I can pay for your 'berth. Perhaps you would like th~nks for her stedfastness, and faIth, for her mvarIable 
to pay for your meals yourself. You can look after your faIthfulness, for. her noble cou~age. 
board. We will J'ust 0 fift -fift I '11 h If d We thank ~hee that Thou dIdst ,no~ l~t her .su~er. We 

gIl y. y. WI pay a ,an cannot complam when Thou dost permIt It; but It IS a boon 
yoU pay the other half. I thmk you would say to your- when Thou dost order otherwise. 
self, "And he ·has -all those millions!" You would say, We thank Thee that this invariably active spirit will now 
'·'If I were entertaining a guest, I would not do that: I serve Thee day and night in Thy temple, unwearied, without 
would say, 'I will look after everything·.... pain, without a sorrow, without a tear. We can only thank 

1\ friend took me once as his ·guest to Algonquin Thee for her.. . 
Park. He came with his. car to my door. When I came We. pray Th! blessmg upon all those who speCIally and 
out he said "Have you got your purse w'th 'I" I peculIarly mourn her passmg,' those who were related to 
said "Yes ,; "Well 0 b kId: - yo.~. 'th her by natural ties, her sister and brothers, and others. We 
you; wife;' "But I' gh II ac 'dP ease, an ~~v~, I WI pray that" Thou wilt comfort them, and may they find their 

. . s a nee some money. No, you solace in Thee. 
w~ll not. Y ~u leave your purse and everything in it, Especially do we commend to Thee Thy dear servant, whom 
WIth your WIfe. Your money'is no good on this trip." Thou hast called to ptoClaim the unsearchable riches of 

o 
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Christ. We thank Thee for their complete partnership, that 
they were, in such a real sense, mutually complementary to 
each other, and were. in very truth, as we who knew them 
know, "no more twain but one". And now that Thou hast 
taken- his companion and helper, and his beloved one from 
his side, we pray that Thou wilt fill her place, and be to 
him more than even his wife could ever be. ,Give him 
strength -to go on with his work, to do the things that he 
knows his wife would have him do, especially because to­
gether they believed it was the will of God. 

Now'bless hi~ and bless us all with that blessing of the 
Lord which maketh rich, and addeth no sorrow thereto. An,d 
may the grace of the Lord Jesus, the love of 'God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, abide with us all today, and 
for ever, Amen'. 

THE MASTER'S TOUCH 
(The following. poem was frequently quoted by the late 

Dr. Griffith Thomas, and the words form an interesting 
sidelight on the Lesson of Jan. 12') : 

"He touched her hand, and the fever left her." 
He touched her hand, as He only can, . 

W;ith the wondrous skill of the' Great Physician, 
With the tender touch of the ,Son of Man. 

And the fever-pain in the throbbing temples 
Died out with the flush on brow and cheek, 

And the lips that had been so parched and burning 
Trembled with thanks that she could not speak. 

And the eyes where the fever-light had faded 
'Looked up, by her grateful tears made dim, ' 

And she rose and ministered in her household, 
She rose and ministered unto Him. 

"He touched' her hand, and the fever left her." 
, Oh, we need His touch, on our fevered hands! 

The cool, still touch of ,the Man 0If Sorrows, 
Who knows us, and loves us, and understands. 

So m~ny a li£:e is one long fever! 
, A fever of anxious suspense and care, 
A fever of getting, a fever of fretting, ' 

A fever of hurrying here and there. 
Ah, what if in winning the praise of others 

We miss at the last the King's "Well done"? 
If our self~sought tasks in the ,Master's vineyard 

Yield "nothing but leaves" at the set of sun? 

"He touched her hand, and the fever left her." 
Oh, blessed touch of tlie 'Man Divine! 

So beautiful -then to arise and serve Him, 
When the fever is gone'from your liIfe and mine: 

It may be the fever of' restless' serving, 
With heart all thirsty for love and praise, 

And eyes all aching and . strained with yearning 
Toward ·self-set goals in the future days. 

Or it may be the fever of spirit anguish, 
,Some tempest of sorrow that dies not down, 

Till the cross at last is in meekness lifted, 
, And the head stoops low for the thorny crown. 

Or it may be a fever of p!'rln and anger, 
When the wounded spirit is hard to bear, 

And only the Lord can draw forth the arrows 
Left carelessly, cruelly rankling there. 

Whatever th~ fever, His t01,1ch can heal it; 
Whatever the tempest, His voice can still; 

There is only joy as we seek His pleasJlre;­
There is only rest as we choose His will. 

And some day, after life's fitful fever, 
I think we shall say, in the home on high, 

"If the hands that He touched but did His bidding, 
, How little it matters what else went by!" 

Ah, Lord! thou knowest us altogether, 
Each heart's sore sickness, whatever it be; 

Touch Thou our hands! ,Let the fever leave us, 
,And so shall we minister unto Thee. 

I _ : -Edith Gilling Cherry. 

mE BLOOD:Y INQUISITION DEFENDED! 
''The principle of the Inqnisition is fully justified in 

a society like that of the Middle Ages: a society pro­
foundly Catholic and whose very existence was threatened 
by heresy." 

L' Action Catholique, Quebec, Canada, May 4, 1944. 

ANY enlightened person who reads such lines as the 
above in this year of Grace, will surely rub his 

eyes and ask himself what evil genius in Quebec has set 
the clock back several centuries. When Edmund Burke, 
the great English Statesman, made his noble plea for the 
American subjects of George IlIon the eve of the 
Revolution, he said: "The mode of inquisition' 'and 
dragooning is going out of fashion in the Old World; 
and I should not confide much to their efficacy in the 
New." 'Yet in our own day and generation, an official 
Roman Catholic paper is so bold as to attempt in this 
Canada of ours, to defend the bloody tortures and the 
blazing faggots of the Inquisition where thousands of 
victims gave up their lives in indescribable agonies 
rather than deny their consciences. 

The quotatiori at the head of this article is translated 
from the editorial page of L' Action Catholique, the 
mouthpiece of the Roman Catholic Hierarchy in Quebec. 
The author of this brazen defen~e of the horrors of the 
Inquisition is I a prominent Jesuit priest. His contribu­
tion was entitled "The Medieval Inquisition", and he 
begins by mentioning six "punishments imposed by the 
Inquisition" which, according to him, were as follows: 

1. Imposition of -the cross .- • • • 
2. Pilgrimages.... 
3. Military service 'in the Holy Land. • 
4. Confiscation of goods and sometimes destruction of 

the houses of heretics. The heretic' was ipso facto 
stricken with civil and ecclesiastical disability, which 
sometimes extended to' his children. . . . 

5. Temporary or Life Imprisonment. There was close 
confinement, under severe rules, in which the prisoners 
were shut up, sometimes chained together,. in a dark 
room and the food was bad and small in qua1)1iity . . . . 

The Inquisition rarely had its own prisons. It made 
use of those which already existed in the place where it 
was sitting: municipal, .feudal or royal prisons ..•. 

6. The Death iPenalty. The tribunal of the Inquisi­
tion did not pronounce the death sentence. The follow­
ing is' how matters were arranged: When the court 
found itself confronted with an o\lstinate or relapsed 
heretic, and when all other means appeared to be in­
efficacious and incapable of setting right the scandal, the 
accused was handed over to the secular arm; this latter 
then decreed the punishment provided in the civil code 
for hardened and scandalous heretics; this punishment 
was death at the stake. However, the Church bears its 
share of responsibility in this sentence: it knew that 
delivery to the secular arm involved death at the stake 
in certain cases, for it was the Church )Vhich demanded 
the insertion of this severe punishment in ,the civil code. 
. .. The Church, with Gregory IX and Innocent IV, was 
content to ratify this rigorous penalty of lay origin. 

To resume: In the great Christian Medieval unit, the 
heretic was the enemy of ¢he legitimate established order, 
an enemy of society, the most dangerous of its enemies; 
he merits the seve1'l!st punishment. Thus thought the 
great popes of the epoch, the kings of all the countries, 
the geniuses who are still our masters to-day, such as 
st. Thomas Acquinas. 
Such an attempted defense as the foregoing is the 

worst possible condemnation both of the Medieval In:­
quisition and of the would-be apologist who wrote in the 
organ of Cardinal Villeneuve of Quebec. A more scath­
ing indictment of the cruelty of Roman Cathol~c tyranny 
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could not be imagined than this intended apology.- It is 
for that reason that we have gh"en such lengthy quota­
tions from this -diabolical plea for the torture chamber 
and the stake as means, of converting men.' ,and women 
to the Roman Catholic Church. 

Rome Has Never Renounced the Inquisition 
It is important'to notice that the article from which 

we have quoted is not merely a historical discussion of 
an institution that no longer exists in the world of 
to-day. Our author specifically states: "The principle 
of the Inquisition is fully justified in a society like that 
of the Middle Ages: a society profoundly Catholic and 
whose very existence was threatened by heresy." Such 
conditions obtain to-day in Spain, Portuga],' Italy, in 
certain Latin American countries, and also in Quebec. 
In these lands the Protestant "heretic" is, in the eyes 
of the Roman Hierarchy, }'the enemy of the legitimate 
established order, the enemy of society, the most danger­
ous of its enemies; he merits the severest punishment." 
This argument of the Jesuit apologist lends the sanction 
of the Roman Church to Inquisition law a'nd tortures in 
any country where that church is predominant, our own 
province of Quebec included. If atutos da f6 with robed 
victims being led to the' stake are not as com~on in the 
streets of Montreal and Quebec as they were in Spain 
and in Smithfields in the days of bloody Mary, the reason 
is not to be found in any change Qf heart on the part 
ot' Jesuits or other Roman priests, but solely in the fact 
that the British flag guarantees the liberty of the 
subject to believe what his conscience dictates and to 
speak what he will. But' there are other methods of 
branding heretics than with a red hot iron, and the 
Quebec priests are adepts' in the art of employing such 
methods to mark Protestant "heretics" for genera] 
reprobation. In Franco's Spain the modern version of 
the Inquisition operates internment camps for those 
whom the government and the Roman Church wish to 
destroy. Canadians ouglit to remember this when they 
read that the ,priests in Quebec are appealing to the 
Canadian government to "Intern Shie]ds". In Fascist 
Italy there was little or no liberty for Protestants. Cer­
tain South American republics under .the domination 
of the Hierarchy are seeking, together with the aid of 
North A~erican priests, to exclude Protestant mission­
aries from their territory. ,This is the way the spirit of 
the rDquisifion' works in our own day. 

How Many Did Rome Burn and Torture 1, 
One especially curious part of the Jesuit defense of 

the Inquisition, is that ·which attempts to lessen its 
infamy by suggesting that its victims were "re]atively 
few". But quite apart from 'the numbers involved, the 
principle is the same and is equally reprobate in the eyes 
of God and man. For his proof of the fewness of 
Inquisition victims, the Jesuit 'casuist relies on the same 
kind of evidence as did the Irishman who. when accused 
of murder, offered to prove his innocence, by bringing 
into court a hundred persons who had not seen him 
commit the 'crime! .Of course Rome has destroyed the 
records of its own dark crimes in ages past, or at least 
has hidden them away where _none will ever see them 
but its own accomplices'. There was only a slight pos­
sibility that those whose bodies were burned and whose 
goods were confiscated, should leave behind an 'enduring 
record of their fate to accuse their murderers in the 
court of posterity. Here is the attempt to prove that 

relative]y few were put to d~ath by the Inquisition: 
The number of those condemned to death. Here, we 

cannot be too distrustful of pUblicists and historians who 
are enemies of the Church., No one knows 'ex'actly the 
number of victims of the Inquisition. The figures that 
have come down to us tell us that the death penalty was 
relatively rare. 
We heartily wish that Protestants, and in particular 

Protestant young people, could be induced to read that 
monumental book -of the most thrilling interest, ,Foze's 
Book of Martyrs. The sufferings endured at the hands 
of the bloody Inquisition by the Reformers and by those 
who preceded them in the Dark Ages, would ,bring home 
in a vivid fashion the price that others paid in order that 
we might inherit an open Bible and the liberty to 
worship- God after our own consciences. For instance, 
the story of William Tynda]e, the great translator of the 
English Bible, ends with these words: 

Brought forth to the place of execution, he was tied 
to the stake, strangled by the hangman, and afterwards 
cortsumed with fire at the town of Filford, A.D. 1536; 
crying at the stake with a fervent zeal, and a loud voice, 

, "Lord! open the King of England's eyes." 
The "crime" for which this great Englishman died, was 
that he had translated the Bible from Greek and Hebrew 
into the common tongue of his fellow-countrymen. 

The burning of Ridley and Latimer on English soil 
is recounted in the following words: -

_Then they brought a faggot, kindled, with fire, and 
laid the same down at Dr. Ridley's feet. To whom 
Master Latimer spake in this manner: "Be of good com­
fort, MoBster Ridley, and play the man. We shall this 
day light such a candle, by God's grace, in England, as 
I trust shall never be put out." 
_Wh~n -Dr: Ridley- saw the fire flaming up towards him, 

he cned WIth a wonderful loud voice, "Lord, Lord re­
ceive my spirit." Master Latimer, crying as vehem~ntlY 
on the other side, "0 Father of heaven, receive my 
soul!" received -the flame as it were embracing of it.' . 
If the Romish Church had burnt none others at the 

stake than these 'men only, it would stand condemned at 
the bar of universal opinion, but those who suffered in 
like manner at its hands throughout the ages, are num­
bered not by hundreds but by tens of thousands and 
perhaps by millions. As an example of what is revealed 
of the CloUe! ferocity of the Roman Church by the few 
detailed records that we possess of oistant and dark ages, 
we . ~i~e, the folIow!ng desc_ription of the persecuting 
activItIes of Rome In the South of _ France during the 
eight~enth century. 

Convicts for the Faith 
Their crime? Attendance at ,a religious meeting, an 

attempt to leave the country, the possession of Protestant 
books, sheltering a preacher th-at was being pursued. 
Foz: somel the galleys, for others life sentence. The 
cham was the fi.r~t stage toward the prisons at the ports 
of Toulon, MarseIlle, Bordeaux, La Rochelle, Saint-Malo 
or Dunkerque. -Chained to ordinary criminals there 
were young men and gray beards, farmers and nobles' 
they made their way half naked, singing psalms endur: 
ing the blows of their guards, privations, ver:nin; in-
clemency of the weather. _ _ 

The fate of these wretches was worse on -board the 
galleYEl, which were ships of war 50 meters long by 13 
wide, propelled by 50 oars, each 17 meters long and 
rowed by six men. They were chained to a bench to­
gether with Turks, and for the least' flinching in their 
toil received a flogging with a tarred lash dipped in 
sea water. (The average was from 50 to 70 strokes.) 

Between 1685 and -1752 the number of sentences is 
reported to be 7,870. The names of 3,000 persons con-
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demned to the galleys has been counted. Is it not 
fitting to commemorate such heroism? "Noble company," 
writes'Michelet, the gJ.'eat French historian,,"it appears,' 
that every virtue, elsewhere obscure, took refuge with 
them. There, God was visible." 
The above account of the treatment meted out to 

Protestants in France is taken from a book published 
by the Society for the H,istory of French Protestantism 
(Le M1.tsee du D~sert). The dates given here for this 
fiendish cruelty coincide almost exactly with the most 
flourishing epoch of the French colony in Canada, now 
known as Quebec. The early Prote.stant settlers in New 
France were expelled, and the entrance of others rigidly 
forbidden. This state of affairs is still regarded by the 
priests'in Quebec as 'the golden age of Canada; and the 
publication of this attempted defense of the bloody In­
quisition in an official Quebec Romanist paper, gives 
convincing proof that to bring back those halcyon days 
of yore, the Hierarc;hy would gladly ~mploy rack a!ld 
stake on Canadian soil as they did in France and SpaID. 
Only the British flag and the fear of an enligbtened 
public opinion restrain the priests from these atrocities. 
For the present, at least, they must content themselves 
with justifying the Inquisition in the past and asserting 
their right to 'employ it DOW. 

THE INQUISITION Now EXISTS IN CANADA 
The above article was written several years ago and 

printed in these pages as a"warning of the real inten­
tions of the Raman Church in Canada. Now, alas, we 
see the hand of the Inquisition at work in the Province 
of Quebec. If a man's license to sell can be revoked fo?' 
no other reason than his religious convi.ctions, if 1nen 
and women can be thrown into jail for dar.ing to opp<Jse 
the priests of Rome, then the Inquisition is' no longer a 
possibitity in the future, or a thing ,of history in the 
past, it is a present reality, gri1n and devilish of aspec,t. 
Those who believe in liberty, civil and religious, must 
now fight lor,their principles if they wish to enjoy them 
in this land dedicated to freedom and justice but fast 
com.ing under the dormination of Rome 'and its Inquisitors. 

-W.S.W. 

, ,NO LmERTY IN QUEBEC 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS has often said that there is 
no liberty in-Quebec save for Roman Catholics. We 

have already given ample proof of this statement, but 
since the campaign of persecution against "Jehovah's 
Witnesses" has been instituted under the orders of the 
Hierarchy, proofs of Quebec"s fear and hatred of liberty 
multiply apace. We beg our readers to note that while 
the' misguided "'Jehovah's Witnesses" are the present 
I)utt of attacks, all that the priests say and do to curtail 
their liberty can be said and done to curtail the liberty 
of all Protestants. Once they have succeeded in using 
the force of law to crush this sect, the same machinery 
will be turned on every Protestant colporteur, preacher, 
and teacher in the Province of Quebec. 

The following paragraphs are taken from 'the leading 
editorial in L' Action Catholiqu6 under date of December 
17th last, and have to do with the cancellation of the 
Liquor License of -a certain Mr. RoncareIIi on the 
grounds that he had, stood bail for members of the 
religious 'sect known ,as "Jehovah's Witnesses" of which 
he was a me~ber: 

It may be opportune to recall that there' is something 
more important than politics, and that is religion, 
social order, respect for authority, true liberty. 

Please let us not get our cards mixed up in such a way 
as to believe that Roncarelli has been deprived of a 
right or a liberty when his license for the sale of alco­
holic ,beverages was taken away. The attorney-general 
has not hindered Roncarelli from standing bail for a 
hundred or more "-.Jehovah's Witnesses"; he asked 1;he 
Liquor Commission to cancel his license because he 
has given his friends,. who are disturbers of order, dis­
tributors of seditious pamphlets, a financial support 
which allows them to pursue their nefarious activities 
with greater freedom. 
So long as Mr. Duplessis has the official blessing of 

the Hierarchy resting upon him, he does not need to care 
about what others may say or think of the repressive 
measures he has taken. The priests have been looking 
f{)r a servile executioner to carry out their commands, 

, and they appear to have found an obedient slave in 
Maurice Duplessis. Even the Liquor Commission of 
Quebec is to be wielded at the prders of the Hierarchy 
for the punishment of all who do not agree with the 
teachings of the Roman Church. Likewise every other 
branch of government will be employed by the ecclesi­
astical monopoly to terrify their critics and to force into 
conformity those who dare think for themselves. 

Two days later in the same paper, another leading 
editorial appeared on "Liberty", containing -a section 
headed as follows: 

The True Idea of Liberty 
Liberty is a word that is used with an astonishing 

facility. Catholics at least, ought to take the trouble 
to read again the encyclical of Leo XIII Libertas proe­
stantissfmwm. This great pope said of liberty of speech 
and of the press: "It is absurd to believe that it 
(liberty) belongs n'aturally and without distinction or 
differentiation both to the truth and to falsehood, to. 
good and to evil." 
Romanism, according to the dogma of the church, is 

the one true religion: "Outside of the (Roman) Church, 
there is no salvation." It therefore follows from the 
above 'papal decree that none but Romani-sm has any 
rights. This is the doctrine upheld in Spain by Franco's 
bayonets, in Quebec by Duplessis' police acting under 
orders of the real rulers of this priest-ridden province. 

-W.S.W. 

PROPHETIC VIOLENCE 

CHRIST JESUS; our Lord, declared, "He that saveth 
his life shl!-ll lose it." This terrible consequence 

of self-interest follows churches as well as individual men 
and women. History's pages are filled with the sad 
stories of churches and denominations that have lost 
their lives because they made self-preservation the first 
interest in life. When one passes through our present­
day Protestant churches (including even the Evangelical 
bodies), and enters the grim darkness of Romanism 
in Northern Ontario or Quebec, he cannot escape the 
conviction that this tr,agic judgment is fast approaching 

'our Canadian Protestant churches. ' 
We hear of great forward movements for the improve­

ment and increase of church buildings. There are great 
campajgns to organize movements, to preserve church~s 
from extinction; but the main task of the church is being 
neglected. However, one does not live long among 
French-Canadian Roman Catholics until he realizes that 
it will not be long until we shall see that much of the 
present labour' to establish and preserve non-Catholic 
churches and missions is wasted energy. A recent visit 

'among a number of evangelical churches in old Ontario 
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showed us how pathetically blind many Christians are 
to th~ danger. They boasted of the number, of mis­
sionaries they have in foreign fields, and rejoiced in the 
fine buildings· they have. or hope to have, all of which 
is good, but they' simply would no1;.·face the sombre fact 
that the antichrist powers of Rome expect in a few short· 
years to dominate Canada, and destroy every mission 
society, and non-Catholio church building in the country. 
Already their sights are trained, and their inquisitors 
are hardened and ready. 

Romanist Hatred of the Gospel 
Catholic hatred of our buildings has shown itself in 

every community in which we hlj.ve regular French gospel 
services. In Lavigne, a group of violent Roman Catholics 
attempted. to tear our church sign from the ·front of the 
house in which our services are held. In St. 'Charles 
·a plot to burn our building was disclosed by one of the 
men who weakened before the plan was executed. In 
another town, a company-owned hall which we use, has 
been repeatedly pounded with missiles' of destruction 
by those who have been told by the priest that we are 
Communists. In a nearby town, the windows of another 
hall used for similar- purposes had to be completely 
boarded up because of such violence. 

Oh no! these were not isolated fanatics. They were 
I genial good neighbours-such as the friendly Catholics 

by which many Protestants are deceived; but like every 
other devotee of their faith, they have been taught that 
all is good which serves 'the Roman Church-and. a~y­
'thing is legitimate which destroys its opponents. None 
of the. above-mentioned incidents was very serious in 
itself; but they all help to prove that the Church will 
show no mercy, and will have no lack of ready workers 
of havoc when it gains undisputed control. They all 
foretell with frightful vividness the sad plight in which 
all non~Catholic organizations will find themselves as soon 
as our Government representatives have sufficiently 
strengthened the enemy's hands at our expense. Oh 
that the thought of that day, and the vision of the black­
ened, blood-sprinkled ruins of our churches-or the cries 
of stranded, helpless missionaries, who will then be left 
abroad without homes or help--might cau~e God's people 
to awaken to their peril before it is too late. 

What Is Our Hope? 
"What is our· hope 7" someone asks. The gospel-and 

the gospel only. We cannot save .ourselves by appease­
ment of Rome, or by political strategy. We cannot stay 
the tide by compromise with pro-Roman unbelievers. We 
can turn this state of peril into a glorious victory' by 
putting the Word of God into every home. in French 
Canada. That Word is the mighty power of God. It 
defies and defeats the designs of Rome's most subtle 
agents wherever it is allowed to speak. The knowledge 
that even a few New Testaments are being used in a com­
munity terrifies the priests of Rome. Wherever we can 
get a 1:ew sincere Catholics reading the Word of God, 
we see almost immediately evidence of. the priests' con­
cern. . They begin to run around looking with nervous 
suspicion for signs of a possible explosion. They know 
that even the atomic bomb· has nothing like the ex­
plosive power which is in the Word 'so aptly called, "The 
dynamic of God." . ' 

If within' the next two years, God's people can get 
the Word of ,God into at least o.ne out of every ten 
French-Canadian Catholic homes, we may begin to hope .. 
If, in addition to. this, we could see at least one out of 

every five hundred French Catholics soundly converted 
to Christ; and made by His grace to testify _ to His 
praise, Rome',s lust for our bounty and blood would never 
be satisfied. If, on the other hand, we fail in this; if 
we fold our hands and dream oniy of far-off fields, let 
us remember, "The former good works of the righteous 
will 'not deliver h,im in the day that he sinneth." I for 
one do not want to meet my godly forefathers, by whose 
sweat, tears, and blood, our evangelical churches were 
built, and be compelled to tell them that we sacrificed 
what they left us, and all our future hopes, to the 
bloody beast of ~ome. 

What Has Alr,eady ,Been Accomplished 
As one who has spent a good part of the past four 

years labouring among these people who are potentially 
so dangerous or so useful, I thank God for what I have 
seen Him do. Homes have beEm changed; fetters have 
been broken; schools .have been e!!tablished; lives have 
been cleansed and consecrated' to u'seful service for 
Christ; and, a start has been 'made which even proud, 
contemptuous bishops have acknowledged as significant. 

With this encouragement to demonstrate to one-time 
skeptics, ju'st how much a few can do, we now appeal 
to all who love the Lord, and love His work in which 
they serve, to undertake some definite part toward sav­
ing Canada through converting our enemy's agents, the 
French-Canadian Catholics. Every believer can ,pray. 
Young people, willing to endure hardness for Christ, can 
prepare themselves-and go. Some, yes many, can give 
-can give to further the works already established; to 
maintain the radio programmes by which we reach 
thousands every week; and .can give to make it possible , 
to 'open new works, and to broadcast through other 
French programmes to other eager thousands 'who have 
never heard the truth of God. . Perhaps some could even 
help by sending clothing to those whose interest in the 
Word of God has cost them all or part of their former 
livelihood. Yes-

"Let none hear you idly saying, 
'There is nothing I can do'; 

While the souls of men are dying, 
And'.the Master calls for you." 

Th~re is much we all can do-much' by which the 
interested and saved .can be helped, and by which other 
unenlightened souls may soon be reached. So, for the 
sake of our country, for the future of our churches every­
where, and for the glory of the Lord Jesus, let us all 
apply ourselves, while yet we may, to this essential 
work. 

-J.~. Boyd, Sudbury. 

New Toronto, 
December 23rd, 1946.' 

Toronto Baptist Seminary, 

Dear Sirs:-
After listening to R. C. radio hour, over CBL 

yesterday, I decided to .make a little contribution for 
real 'Christianity. 

Yours for success, 

Enc. $25.00 (Signed) ........................................................... . 
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A GREAT VICTORY FOR THE VmGIN. 
MARY? 

Our Believe-It-or-Not Column-Read and Laugh 

BELIEVE it or not, the following advertisement ap­
peared in a French-Canadian Roman Catholic 

publication printed in ·Quebec,. Vers Demain, September 
1, 1946. For the information of our readers we add 
that "The Amnesty" which is spoken of is the govern­
ment's decision no longer to prosecute the young men who 
refused to accept their call to_Jhe' army, or who deserted 
once they were called. The original advertisement from 
which the following is translated was printed in bold 
faced-type with. a display headline and covered a space 
measuring six and three-quarter inches by five and 
three-quarter inches. . 

A Great Victory, The Amnesty 
. The general amnesty, proclaimed the 14th of August 
and taking effect on the 15th of August, has been de­
creed by the Canadian government. 

The Union of Electors of the Province of Quebec, 
more than' anyone, can rejoice in this event, for it is 
its \own special victory. Doubtless other societies, such 
as the Saint John the Baptist Society, The Young Laur­
entians, and perioclicals such as Relations, La Terre .de 
Chez Nous, have also demanded the amnesty. But no 
one has done it with so much Insistence and constancy 
as the Union of Electors of New France.' No other 
organization has mobilized such a considerable force. 

Although very few of our members of parlillment 
have publicly demanded the amnesty, we believe that a 
number of them, giving way to the pressure of their 
electors, have approached the government on this matter; 
either in the caucus of the party in power, or otherwise. 
We congratulate them for having understoo!i that they. 
were under obligation to consider themselves as the 
messen~rs o~ the common will of their electors. 

We may be permitted to remark that the am\J.esty 
takes effect on August 15, th~ day of the Assumption of 
Mary. Evidently the government did .not choose this 
particular day in order to do homage to Mary, the Queen 
of .Peace, but Heaven can, on occasion, intervene .in 
human affairs, unknown even to those who are its instru­
ments. Those who have .benefited by the amnesty would 
do well'to say thanks to their good Mother in Heaven. 
For those who are doubtful of the authenticity of the 

above advertisement, we should be glad to 'produce the 
original on request. For our own part, we should 
scarcely have beHeved that it would have been possible, 
even in Quebec, where nothing changes. THE GOSPEL 
WITNES!'! has never accused French-Canadian Roman. 
Catholics of lacking a sense of humour,' but, now, we 
begin to have suspicions. 

MIDNIGHT MASS IN THE QUEBEC 
PARLIAMENT -

FOR the second time, midnight mass .will be celebrated 
in the Legislative Council of Quebec, we are informed 

by a news dispatch from Quebec appearing in the 
French-language press of Canada. The red tapestries 
that covered the wall on the occasion of the royal visit 
have been put in place and an altar is installed in the 
place of the Lieutenant-Governor's chair. "Thus trans­
formep., the Red Chamber; with its imposing lines, takes 
on the aspect of the most sumptuous chapel that could 
be dreamed." The dispatch continues: 

The midnight mass which w.ill take place in the Parlia­
ment is solely. for the Provincial Police. A magnificent 
programme of singing has been prepared by the members 
of the force. The mass will be celebrated by the 

chap~ain. In this connection, we recall that a few years 
ago; on request of Lieut.-Col. Loon Lambert, Director 
of the Quebec Police, His Eminence Cardinal Villeneuve 

. placed the local police under the .patronage of Saint 
Michael the Archan~l and appointed a permanent 
chaplain. In this waY,a mass is.celebrated each Sunday 
in the Parliament in the great Private Bills lfall, and 
the police can much more easily fulfill at the same time 
their duties to the state and their religious duties. 
The true ,significance of the above note can only be 

appreciated when it is read in connection with the 
present campaign of repression being pursued by Pre­
mier Duplessis against the so-called "Jehovah's Wit­
nesses". For the execution of' it, he relieschiefiy on the 
Provincial Police, who are taught by the midnight mass 
in the Parliament that Church and State are one, under 
the supreme authority of the Pope, from whom Mr. 
Duplessis takes his orders. 

Protestants will be amused by the naIve tone of'child­
ish boasting displayed in the above dispatch from Que­
bec. It is· worthy of a little boy with a Christmas toy, or 
of a small girl wearing a new, bright ribbon in her hair. 
But Roman priests feel very keenly. the need of outward 
pomp and circumstance to give the desired spiendour to 
their pagan adoration of a wafer as god. Without ex­
ternal show, the mass would be nothing but a very 
stupid, silly ritual. And being highly skilled showmen, 
the priests never lose an opportunity of seizing promi­
nent places and occasions on which to exercise their art 
of d1l:zzling the eyes of the common people. And in 
accordance with the Roman Catholic doctrine of the sub­
servience of the secular state to the papal rule, they 
especially love to use public buildings for religious cere­
monies. To them it is a sign and symbol of their real 
overlordship pf all power and authority: A few years 
ago they were granted permission by Mr. Mackenzie 
King to hold a mass on Parliament Hill in Ottawa. Now 
Mr. Maurice Duplessis, the' ardent clerical nationalist 
Prime Minister of Quebec, is following in Mr. King's 
steps to grant the Roman' Church the use of the best 
room in the Parliament Buildings at Quebec. It is but 
a symbol of. the patent fact that the priests are the real 
rulers of that Provil!ce. -W.S.W. 

Bible School Lesson 'Outline 
Vol. 11 First Quarter Lesson 2' January 12, 1947 

OLIVE. L. CLARK, Ph.D. (To"..) 

CHRIST'S SABBATH DAY MINISTRY' 
'Lesson Text: Mark 1:21-34. 
Golden Text: "As his custom was, he went into the syna­

gogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to 
read."-Lk. 4:16. 

• INTRODUCTION 
The baptism of Christ marked the commencement of His 

public ministry (verses 9-11), and this was followed by His 
.temptation in the wilderness (verses 12, 13). Rejected at 
Nazareth, where 'He !had been brought up (Lk. 4:28-31), 
our Lord made His home in Capernaum, and frODl this city 
as centre, entered upon the great Galilean II!inistry (Matt. 
4:13-16; 11:23). Andrew, Peter, James and John were called 
and chosen to become fishers of men (Matt. 4:18-22; Mk. 
1 :16-20; Lk. 6_:1-11). 

EXPOSITION 
I. Rebuking False Doctrine: verses 21, 22. 

Parallel passage: Lk. 4:31, 32. 
It was the custom of our 'Lord to go to the synagogue 
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on the sabbath day (Lk. 4:16). He would find much that 
was insincere and -imperfect in the service and worship 
at the synagogue, but it was His Father's house (Lk. 19:46), 
and lie rejoiced -to repair to the place which symbolized the 

- presence of God with His people (P~. 26:8; Heb. 2:12; 10:25). 
Christ entered the synagogue, not merely to worship, but 

also to teach (Lk. 4:15). -What a blessed, opportunity was 
given to those worshippers who were present to hear the 
written word of God read and expounded by the Living 

. Word of God, the One Who exp~ssed in His person, words 
and deeds the will of the Father (John 1 :1, 14; Heb. 1 :1-8) I 

In His teaching Ohrist rebuked the matter, manner and 
motives of the doctrines of the scribes and Pharisees. They 
taught the traditions of- men (,Mk. 7:6-13), but. Christ 
proclaimed the word of God_ (Lk._4:17-21). They l&ld great 
stress on exactness of language; they quibbled over words 
(Mk. 12:13; 12- Tim. 3:-5), but Christ taught with power and 
authority, the power of the Holy Spirit and ·the authority 
of the truth (Matt.. 7:28, 29; :John 7:46). They sought to 
glorify themselves by crushing their opponents in. argument, 
and compelling'obedience to their dogmatic assertions (Matt. 
28:4-7 14,.15, 28, 28). They taught the -letter of the-law, 
while 'departing from its spirit, and they had no sympathy 
with the -ignorant or the. sinful or the- burdened. On the 
other hand, our Saviour sincerely sought to free men, to 
comfort -and help them by His teaching (Matt. 11:28-30). 
His gracious ministry, reinforced by His example, impressed 
His hearers ('Lk; 19:47, 48). 

II. Rebuking Unholy Demons: verses 23-28. 
Parallel passage: Lk. 4:38-37. 

The healing ministry is inseparable from the teaching 
ministry (Mk. 16:20). The- ',Christian instructor teaches 
men rather than doctrines. He attacks sin in the abstract; 
but,' iIf he be faithful, he also battles against it as it is 
entrenched in the lives of men and women, and he seeks to 
free them from its entanglements, and _ bring them healing, 
comfort and peace, With the same authority as ·that seen 
in His teaching, our Lord commanded the unclean spirits to 
obey Him. ~. 

The holy place is not exempt from the presence of unholy 
beings, and Satan will intrude into our most sacred places, 
moments and experiences (Job 1:6). It was in the synagogue 
that our Lord encountered the demon. which had taken 
possession of their unfortunate victim. These demons w~re 
characterized by uncleanness (,Matt. 12:48; Mk. 9:25), m-

- sistent .boldness (Mk. 5:10, 12), an.d cruelty (Mk. 5:2-5; 
9:20-22). Like their master, Satan, the demons have 
knowledge, but not all-knowledge. They knew Christ, the 
Holy One of God (Mk. 8:11), and they also knew.that He 
would in time destroy them (Matt. 8:29), and knowing this, 
they feared Him (Jas. 2:19). . 

Our Saviour exhibited grace toward the victiJn of the 

unclean spirit, while exercisi~g power over the intruder_ 
\ (Lk. 6:17, 18). Christ has power, not only over Satan him­
self, but over the whole Satanic system with its emissaries 
and agents. 

IlL Rebuking Fearful Disease: verses 29-84. 
Parallel passages: Matt. ~:14-18; 'Lk. 4:38-41. 

The call of, the Christian to discipleship is accompanied 
by the call to fellowship (1 Cor. 1:9)',; we should come to 
'Christ, and then abide with Christ (Mk. 3:14, 15). The 
four men, recently called to consecrated service with Christ 
(verses 16-20), are now seen in holy fellowship with Him 
in His ministry. 

Blessed is the home where Christ is welcomed as Guest 
and as Host (Lk. 10:38-42; 24:29; Rev. 3:20). The fact 
that Simon Peter had a wife contradicts the Roman. Catholic 
views of the celibacy of the clergy and the primacy of 
Peter as the first pope. ' , , 
Ch~ cured Peter's wife's mother of fever instantly and 

completely. Those who have been cured of the fever of 
sin should follow hj!r example by arising and ministering 
unto Him. 

Christ met the varied -needs of those who were brought to 
Him Some were tossed with fever (,Matt. 8:14-17; Lk. 
4:3840); some were' possessed by' demons (Mk. 3:11, 12; 
Lk. 4:4.1); some were afflicted with blindness (Mk._11:46) .. 
deafness (Mk. 8:32), -or lameness (Matt. 11:5); some were 
consumed by leprosy (Matt. 8:2-4; Lk. 5:12-14;.17:12). 
Christ had compassion upon all, and as many as touched 
Him were made whole (Mk. 6:56). His grace is sufficient 
for every. human need (2 Cor. 12:9). 

APPLICATION 
Emphasize the duty of keeping the Lord's Day holy as 

a day of worship and service.-
Obedience to the teaching of the Lord through I¥s word 

should be taught.' . 
.. Our Saviour is willing to release from the power of Satan 

all those who will come to Him in faith (John 8:84-36; Col.' 
1:12, 18). 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS -
Jan. 6 •.• _ Christ in the synagogue .......... Lk. 4:16-82. 
Jan. 7 ... _ .... _ .• The pride of the scribes and Pharisees 

. -Matt. 23:1-12.-
Jan. '8 ....... _ .. _ Their hypocrisy-_ .. , ... ~ ........... Matt. 23:13-33. 
Jan. 9 . __ . __ Casting out demons .................... Mk. 5:1-19. 
Jan. 10 .'._. ___ Foul spirit rebuked .................. Mk. 9:14-29. 
Jan . .l1 ... _ ..... _ .. The great Physician .................. Lk. 4:38-~. 
Jan. 12 .............. The great Teacher ................ Matt. 5:1- o. 

SUGGESTED HYMNS 
At even ere the sun was set. More about Jesus would I 

know. IShe only touched the hem of His garment.' Sing 
them over again to me. - Amazing grace. _ 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
"The GoapeI Witneu" with copy of "The ~riest, the W~ and The 
- CoDfeuicmaJ." by Father OUniquy; to any address postpald-$2.00 

----~---------~~----------------------~~. 
ORDER FORM 

11lE GOSPEL, WITNESS, 
-130 G ....... St. Eut, T--.to Z. c. ..... 

PIMM &acl ....... _____ foto wbiab .ad - -AILIreu 

._------_ .. _--_.-
SIpa ...... :. 
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