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PREACH THE WORD 
A FEW years ago a Toronto newspaper published an 

interview with a religious leader that was written 
by a repQrter who had himself at one time :been in the 
ministry, but had given it up for .other more congenial 
tasks. In the printed account, either the interviewer or 
the one interviewed was reported to have said something 
like the following: ~'One might ju.st as well talk about 

. systematic sunshine as about systematic the~logy. And 
as for the old-fashioned phrase, 'the plan of salvation', 
it is just as meaningless as if one were to talk a'bout a. 
plan for falling in love." Such witticisms as these may 
be considered clever by some, but a visit to a physics 
laboratory would certainly help to clarify their thinking 
while at the same time it would show them the fallacy 
involved in the reference to 'systematic sunshine." Any­
one who has seen a ray of white light broken up into its 
constituent colours of the spectrum merely by .passing 
-through a prism, would be strorigly inclined to think that 
sunlight is, after all, a most systematic affair. Scientists 
did not decree the laws of refraction, but they freely 
confess that having discovered their existence they have 
found them to be unchanging. 

And as for it being folly to talk of a plan of falling in 
lave, the young man or woman who 'fails' to have some 
measure' of intelligent choice .in such an important mat­
ter, will probably find his romance leading him to the 
divorce court or the asylum. .The greatest love stor.y in 
all history is recounted in a very familiar text of the 
Bible, and it is there revealed that all the Divine wisdom 
and knowledge are' displayed in the provision a~ gracious 
God made when "He gave His only begotten son, that 
whosoever ,believeth in him should not perish." Is any­
thing else conceiv·able? Would the Creator, Who in the 
beginning established the laws governi~g the behaviour 
of light rays, be less wise or loving when he. undertook 
to "shine in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." . 

Theology is Inevitable 
Theology is a wor4, that has a ,sini.sOOr sound for many 

modern ears. It -:-seems to them to have a sombre, for­
bidding tone that at best deals with a realm' of abstrac-' 
tions far removed from the livi~g realities of experience .. 
Yet theology is the Doctrine of God, or more literally, the 
Word of y.od, just as biology, ac~rding to its derivation, 

I 

is the doctrine or the science of lifEl, and geology is the 
doctrine or science of the earth. It is inevitable that the 
human mind should give itself some account of the life 
with which earth teems and of the ground whereon we 
tread. It is both inevitable and necessary that nian, be­
cause he. is a man, shoulll have some' 'understandable 
account of his Creator. The purpose of the Bible is 
to tell men about God. "No man hath seen God at any 
time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him." (John 1 :18) This beinl!j 
so, the man or waman who believes the Bible and accepts 
the revelation God has given to us in His Son, will have 
a theology, that is to say a doctrine of God. 

Theology is nof·a dead thing, divorced from the re­
alities of ~veryday life; it is as near to us as God, "in 
whom we live and move and have Qur being." It i.s hot 
a series of vague propositions devoid of power, but the 
truth of God by which men live, and which calls men 
from death to life eternal. This, at least, is true of the 
doctrine revealed in the Word of God, though there is 
a "false theology'! just as there is also ,a "science falsely 
so-called." . 

An E~perimental Reality 
One characteristic of that school of thought generally 

referred to as "Modernistic" or "Liberal" is the attempted 
divorce between theology and religion, in the supposed 
interests of the latter. It is the life, the experimental 
reality that counts, we are told, not the intellectual ex­
planation of .it. No greater importance could be given 
to the necessity of personal experience of the saving 
power of Christ than is found on every page of the New 
Testament. The Apostle Paul did not say, as he is some­
times quoted inadver.tently, "I know' in whom I have 
believed." He said rather, "I know whom I have be­
lieved." The latter includes the former and goes beyond 
it. In this pas'sage, the Apostle speaks 'of his personal 
knowledge of the living ,Cl:J,rist. "I live," he says in an~ 
other verse, "yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and ,the 

, life which I now live in the .flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for 
me." But to know Christ necessarily involves knowing' 
something a·bout Him,and believing ,in Him must of 
necessity 'be conditioned on ,believing certain things 
about Him. No poor :sinner could believe on Christ, un­
less' he first believed tliat .He is able to save unto the 
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call those· of. like 'faith with Timothr, stand in need' of 
the 'same exhortation that- the apostle addressed ,to him. 
It i8 not our business to entertain people, or to tickle 
their fancy by leading them Into the mazes of speculation 
or even to draw tears froin their eyes by means of 
sentimental stories. What is the. practical difference 'be- _ 

. tween 'a M()derni'st who does not preach the great doc­
trines of the Word because he does not believe them, and 
an old-fashioned evangelical who does not preach them. 
because he finds that ,sort of 'solid t.eaching does not fit 
in with the "jazzy" hymns, the clever quips, .the general 
levity of the whole ·service, which is supposed to be "in 
the tempo of the times"? 

We close with a quotation which started us on this 
train of thought; it is taken from -the Preface to James 
Denney's book The Death of Christ: "If kings were 
philosophers or philosophers king~, we should have the 
ideal state, according to Plato. If evangelists were our 
theologians' or theologians our evangelists, we should at 
least be nearer the ideal church." To which we might 
add that a true 'evangeli'st- must be a theologian, seeing 
that the evangel is. God's Good News, the unfolding 
of the doctrine of God, theology, in the redemption that 
is in .christ Jesus. -' 

-W.S.W. 

NOV~L CHARITY 
uttermost all them that come unto· God through Him. STRANGE zeal, indeed! which gets angry at those 
"He that cometh to God must belieye that he is and that that c'ensure public faults, and no~ at tnose that 
he is a rewarder of them that diligently ·seek him." commit them! . Novel charity' this; which groans at· 
Hence theology and religion are inseparable in practice, seeing error confuted; but feels no grief at seeing mor­
though' we may divide them in our thought as two ality subverted by that error. If these persons were in 
aspects· of the s.ame divine truth. . danger of being assassinated,' .pray, would they be 

The first sermon prea;ched after the coming lof the offended ·at one advertising them of the .stratagem that 
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost was a theological . had been laid for them; and. instead of turning out of 
message. It' was based on the divine inspiration of their way to avoid it, would they trifle away their time 
Scripture and set forth the 'doctrine of the incarnation in whining about· the -little charity manifested in dis-

. of Our Lord Jesus' Christ, His Deity., His resurrection covering to them the criminal design. of the assassins? 
and His power to save. It was.·not ·a sentimentaf appeal, Do'they get waspi,sh when .one tells them n.ot to eat such 
but a' doctrinal di·scourse that pricked men in their ·an article of food; because it is poisoned? or not to enter 
hearts; so that they cried out, "Men and brethren, what such a city, because it has the plague?' .. 
shall we do?" T.lie earliest episUes of Paul as well as I Whence comes -it, then, that the s·ame persons who 
the later ones ·are essentially doctrinal. Their exhorta- set down a man 'as wanting' in charity; for exposing 
tions to Christian living and their- practi~al. admonitions maxims hurtful to a' religion, would; on the' contrary, 
spring out of the great truths 'of the revelation of God . think him equally deficient in that grace were he not 
in Christ, and 'Yould be impossible without them. Tri- . 

h t rt ' t' f Ch . tI'a ho a p' ossI'ble be to disclose matters hurtful to health and life, unless it ump an ce am Ies 0 rIS n pe re . -' . .. 'f . 
cause the foundation of God standeth sure; without that be from. thIS, that theIr fon~?ess for h e I!Iduces th:~ 
solid 'basis of truth they would be nothing but empty. to -take If! good ~art ev:ry .hII~t that contnbutes to .ItS 
wishes or vain illusions.. Here, for instance, is the prac- presel1l'atlOn, whIle, theIr m~Iff.ere.nce to tr.u~h leads 
tical. conclusion drawn from the doctrine of the :resur- the~, not. only ~o take no share m I~S defen~, bu~ even 
rectioI).: "Thanks. he to .God which giveth us the ·v.ictor.y ~o VIew w~th ~am the efforts made for the ~xtIr~atIon of 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." Paul could .:.say that, falsehood. 
and .the Corinthians ,could hold fast to it, because of the 
certahity of the doCtrine of the resurrection of Christ. 
And' so one coull\, name all the great lines. Of Christian 
teaching and show that they ·a,re the foundati()n stones 
on which Christ,ian conduct and Christian expectation· 
are built. 

A Word For Evangelic81s 
It was to an ardent Christian believer that· Paul 

addressed the word of exhortation that forms the title 
of this article: "Preach the word." And in the 'present 
age, e"angelicals, or ,by whatever other name people may 
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THE LATEST NEWS FROM FRANCE 

LETTERS have been received in the last week or so 
from several pastors in France, and we hasten to 

share the good news with our readers. All of them tell 
of their joy.in the cessation of hostilities in Europe and, 
in spite of .the suffering,s ·and hardships they are still 
undergoing, they give thanks to God for His many;. 
deliveranCes and rejoice in the opportunity of giving 
their undivided attention to the preaching of the ,Gospel. I 

The first letter from which we quote was written by 
one of our. own pasto~s, Rev. Bernard Jeffery, chaplain 
with the' Canadian Army, who spent several days in 
Paris. 

. A Canadian Chaplain Writes From Paris.: 
"Dear Brother: 

"Since last writing to you I have had some hig changes 
and interesting'experiences. I received your box of 
food,stuffs and sent them to Fred Buhler, who is now in 
Alsace. I had the privilege of spending two days in 
Paris with the French pastors there. pa.stor Guyot ar­
ranged for me to stay in an apartment in .the same 
building as himself.' It had' formerly 'been used by the 
French Gestapo and was well furnished and very com­
fortable. One of his nephews had just returned from 
five' years in a German pri.son camp, so he offered to 
show me the main sights of P.ari's-the Arc· de Triomphe, 
the LO.livre, and the palace of Versailles and other places. 
In the evening I attended the prayer-meeting at Asnieres, 
where Mr. Guyot lives.' There were ·abqut thirty present 
and they seemed a very happy crowd, in spite of the 

. shortage of so many necessities. I spo'ke briefly by 'an 
interpreter. 

. "I also paid a short visit to Pastor Emile Guedj, who 
.. gave me a' thrilling ·account of his four-hour. interview 

with the Gestapo. Fortunately, he was alble to get out 
of their ciutches and to continue his work. He told of 
his work ·and showed me the church which was in good . 
repair and gave evidence of ·a 'prosperous work. He told 
me' that the'Young People's Work was specially prosper­
ous, meetings lasting. two and three hours filled with 
prayer, prai,se, and testimonies. I met the son of Pastor 
Georges Guyot, aptly named ~)aniel, who had just re­
turned from the' infamous Buchenwald concentration 

. camp in' Germany. He looked it! (Daniel GUYQt's 
~hrilling story up' to the time of' his ·arrest· by the 
Franco-German Gestapo, was told in the May 10 edition 
of this paper.) Because of his connection with' the 
French "Resistan~e" group, he had been sent ·away about 
a year ago. They said -that when he first returned; he 
was unable to chew anything solid, having. lived on soup 
for so long. When I arrived, his .'appetite was begin­
ning to return and the poor fellow could hardly stop 
eating! He simply smiled when we had ·finished eating, 
and reached for more bread or anything there was at 
hand. I was able to bring them some rations and they 
were delighted to get somEl white bread and tinned milk, 
among other things. lOne of the highlights of the visit 
·was seeing the good folks fulfilling I Corinthians '16 :20, 
. in good measure, on both cheeks! (Merely an old French 
custOm, Brother Jeffery.~Note of editor). 

"1 am now on the Zuyder Zee, with a new unit, with 
whom I expect to be returning to' Canada, since the men 
here are being gathered together :trom the Toronto 

Military District. I 'am trying to arrange a gathering 
of all the Christian men I know over here on June 16 it). 
Nijmegan, Holland. I covet your ·prayers for it. My 
work is largely persanal at present as my men are spread 
out over 60 miles of the Zuyder Zee in small groups; 
catching any "German prisoners or Dutch Nazis who may 
be loose. There were 'a,bout 5 per cent of the Dutch 
people who were .fanatical Nazis. The Underground ·was . 
very well organized and is doing police. work very well. 
Thl;! Dutch people have been very kind and grateful to 
the Canadians. I enjoyed a very pleasant leave in Ire­
land d'uring April with my wife. . She is expecting to go 
to Oanada soon. 

God he with you in your great work' for the Master. 
, Yours in Royal service, 

Bernard ,Jeffery." 

A Church Damaged 
Pastor Georges Guyot, whose son Daniel is mentioned 

in the above letter, also writes of the damage suffered 
.by one ·of the Paris churches: 

"Our hall 'at Bois-Colombes, ·a suburb of Paris, suffered 
considerable damage 'in the course of two bombard­
ments on Septem.ber 1-5 and December 31, 1943. The 
building is in the neighbourhood of a group of factories, 
almost all of which were destroyed or rend~red useless 
by the bombardments. Almost all the windows in the hall 
where we meet were broken, 'a part. of the roof was 
destroyed,and three of the walls di'splaced by the force 
of the concussion, though the chapel itself was not 
directly hit. We shall have to .spend at least 10,000. 
francs Q;t' more.in repairs, though for the moment there 
is neither labour nor materials to. be had.. When we 
see the destruction that sUJ:'rounds us on every hand, we 
marvel at the good ·an~ .powerful hand of God tliat :has 
preserved us amid dangers., We never had a bombard­
ment during the hour of service, though we were inter­
rupted several times by alerts. What·a relief that we 
have had neither one nor the other for several months 
now!" 

~e Return of Captives 
From the South of France, "Ie Midi", Rev. Robert 

Dubarry the beloved president of the French Bible 
Mission writes: . . 

"CaptiveS ·are. now coming back from Germany, gener­
·ally rather weak, but in fine spirits and enriched spiritu­
·ally.· The first to come among us was Maurice. Chauvin, 
after terrific experiences in Mannheim,' where he was 
the instrument of the successive escapes of 88 other pris­
oners. One of the two twins came back last ,sunday ·and 
his brother is expected soon. Two fine :b-oys returnE)d 
this morning, one of whom, freed by the Allies in the 
vicinity of Wien, found his way to the camp of another 
brother, and they went 'across' Germany together in 
helpful Christian fellowship .. I have just learned that 
another one unexpectedly reached the Colombes Church 
in the midst of the Sunday service. We have had spon­
taneous services of praise in most. of oilr places of 
meeting. Another young fri~nd of our Montbeliard 
'Church, a Gestapo victim also, was liberated on the first 
of May, when the horrid Da,chau· Camp of reprisals was 
overrun. But on the seco.nd of this month, he died. . . . 
He was ·an only child, and the house of his poor parents 
w~s entirely destroyed' by a bomb.'" . 
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From ,Ala8ee 

Mrs. Frederic Buhler writes as follows. from Alsace, 
to express her thanks for a parcel of. foop and -medicine 
sent for her little Helene, now slightly more than a 
year old: 

"We thank you for the parcel 'and letter. It has all 
been much appreciated. The doctors agreed on the' 
necessity o'four going to Alsaceas j!oon as possible, as 
they thought that 'the'-change of air 'and good milk that 
we should Ibe able to obtain there, w!lre essential for 
the ba·by:s health., We left Nimes, therefore, just-as 
soon as my husband returned from his trip to the 
churches' of the E·ast, that is to ·say at the beginning 
of May. . 

"Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hauman of Toronto had the kind­
ness to send WI some Christie's Arrowroot Biscuits in a 
parcel. I gave some to our little Helene and the result 
was most gratifying., During the time that they lasted, 
she grew noticeably. I have tried to find some here, but 
without success. If you ·can possibly send us some more, 
I shall be'most grateful. Our little daughter's ;wardrobe 
is very slim indeed. Something warm for the winter 
in Alsace would be very much appreciated. I ·must excuse 
myself for importuning you thus, but for five years 
now, we have not been able to get any woollens 'what­
soever, so that what we now have is all worn out. ' 

'''We expect Mr. Dubarry to visit Alsace toward the 
end of the month.. But he i·s very weary ·and I do not 
know if he will be able to undertake 'the trip at that 
time. Here in Alsace the people have had much suffering 
and their needs are still .great." 

To the above no~e, Mr. Frederic Buhler, our former 
student-professor Of French at the Toronfo Baptist ,sem­
inary, adds this post-scriptum: "Thank you very much, 
for the whole parcel but especially for what was not 
intended for little Helene, i.e., razor blades and shaving 
soap. I must tell you of the joy I have in reading 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS every time I am able to ·see a copy. 
By the way it was a smart idea to use that kind of 
literature for packing' in the parcel.'~ 

The above letters will enable friends of the French 
Bible Mission to follow the work of the pastors and 
churches more closely and to pray for them more intel-' 
ligently. We thank God for these faithful witnesses that 
God has raised up 'and sustained in war-torn France, 
in the army, among the sorely tried ci~ilian population, 
and even in 'the worst of the German concentration 
camps'. Now tJlat the clouds of war are being removed 
from the skies of ·France, may the Spirit of God use 
j'hese -courageous people and their testimony to the glory 
of His name 'and the 'salvation of souls. 

-W.S.W. 

~ 

THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY 

"I 'apprehend the man who is' once moved, by the 
Spirit of God to His work, will prefer i.t, if attainable, 
to thousands of gold ·and silver; so that, though he is 
at times intimidated by a sense of its importan-ce and 

. 'di{iculty, compared with his ,own great insufficiency (for 
it is to be presumed a call, of this sort; if indeed from 
God, will be accompanied with humility and self-abase­
mant) , "Yet he -cannot give it up." 

--JOHN NEWTON. 

THE .. ' CHURCH OF ROME AND 'TIlE BmLE 

I T is unfortunate that few readers of that great monu­
ment.of English literature, The King James Version 

of the Bible, '!ire not familiar with the preface written 
to it by that gifted body of scholarly men who are 
generally known as the translators, though in truth 
"1)1ei~ work co~sisted less i~ translating-t!tan in revising 
preVIOUS verSIOns and ·partIcularly that of the martyred 
William Tindale. Their address "To the Most High 
'and Mighty Prince James" is often .. printed'in modern 
editions, but .rarely their longer address entitled "The 
Translators to the Reader". ·As a sample of t1),eir spicy 
seventeenth century prose, but still more as a sample 
of the great plainness of speech employed in those days' 
with reference to the Church of Rome in Anglican and 
in court circles,we append the following paragraph 
which appears in 'the above-mentioned address under the 
following title: 

lIThe unwillingness of our chief adversaries that the 
Scriptures ~hould be divulged in the mother tongue, &c. 

"Now the Church of Rom~ would seem at the length 
to bear a, motherly affe~tion towards her children, and 
to allow them the Scriptures in their mother tongue; 
but indeed it is a gift, not deserving to be called a gift, 
an unprofitable gift: they must first get a licence in 
writing 'before they may, use them; and to get that, 
they must approve themselves to their Confessor, that is, 
to be such as are, if not, frozen in the dregs, yet soured 
with the leaven of their superstition. Howbeit it seemed 
too much to Clement the eighth that there should be any 
licence, granted to' have them in the vulgar tongue, and 
therefore he dverruleth and frustratetb the grant of 
Pius the fourth. So much 'are they afraid of the light, ' 
of the ,scripture (lucifugae ,scripturarum, 'as Tertullian. 
speaketh) that they. will not trust the people with it, 
no not as it is. set forth by their own aworn men, no 
not with the licence of tlieir own Bishops and In­
quisitors. Yea, so unwilling they are ''to .communicate 
the Scriptures to the people',s understanding in any sort, 
that th!,!y'are ·not ashamed to confess that we forced them 
to translate it into English against their wills. This 
seemeth to argue ·a bad cause, or a bad conscience, or 
both. Sure we are, that it is not he that hath good gold, 
. t~at is afraid to bring it to the touchstone, but he that 
hath the counterfeit; neither is it the true man that 
shunneth the light; but the malefactor, lest his deeds 
should be reproved; neither is it the plain-dealing mer­
chant that is unwilling to have the weights, or the 
mete yard, brought in place, but he that useth ·deceit." 

. The Church of Rome and 'its "dictators", as the King 
J ames' company called them, boast -that they are 'always 
the same, that they never change. That is true of their 
attitude to the Bi,ble. Even in our enlightened day, the 
Primate of the Roman Ch·urch in Canada commanded his 
"faithful" to burn the' Bible; and to English-speaking 
Catholics, the Word of God is still given sparingly, if 
at all, and then subject to all manner of hedges and 
conditions, ·and to cap all, it is made dependent on the 
traditions of men. The Church of Rome is indeed a. 
church without a Bible, and its fear of the Word of 
God is, 'as the King James Tr·anslators point out, its 

. greatest condemnation .. 
-W.S.W. 
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"mE TREASURES OF mE SNOW" 
A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, .sunday Morning, February'8th, 1942 
. (.stenographically Reported) . 

"Rlast thou entered into the treasures of the snow? or hast thou seen the treasures 
of the hail ?"---Job 38:22. 

Prayer before the Sermon: 
.0 iLord our God, we approach Thee this morning witb. 

hearts full of gratitude for Thine infinite .condescension in 
coming to us in 'a way that we can understand. Thou hast 
spoken to us in Him who is Thy well-beloved .son, and Who 
has taught us when ·we pray, to call Thee our Father. We 
had never dared to think 9f such a relationship had He not" 
in mercy made the truth known to us. But we come this 
morning as Thy children: 

"Weare but little cl.J.ildren weak, 
. iNor born to any high estate." 

We confess that we are nothing more than that in Thy sight. 
N or would we ever be more than the children of God,. for if 
we are Thy children, then are we heirs, heirs of 'God and 
joint heirs with Jesus Christ.' . 

We thank Thee for all Thy tender mercies. We delight 
to remember that like as a father pitieth his children, so the 
Lord Jesus, Thy well-beloved ISon, Who died for us, Who gave 
He remembereth that we are dust. And Thou wilt, 0 God our 
Father, put a father's interpretation upon our follies and 
oJr frailties, and Thou wilt in the greatness of Thy love for 
us, make allowance for all our defects, for our trust is in the 
ILord pitieth them that' fear Him, for He knoweth our frame; 
His life· for us -that our sins might be washed away. 

So help us, every one, first of all this morning to rejoice 
in the fact that we a:t;'e brought into the family of God, made 

l> members of the household of f'aith, if so be that we have 
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ as our :Saviour. 

We thank Thee, too, that Thou·hast spoken of Thyself even 
as we have been singing this morning, as our Shepherd, as 
the Good Shepherd Who gave His life for His sheep. We 
are sheep; we have all gone astray; 'we have turned every 
one to his own way,. yet Thou hast said to us, One has come 
to seek 'and to save that which was lost. We bless Thee that 
so many this morning have been found. We have felt His 
strong arms about us, as. they lifted us in our weakness, and 
laid us upon His strong shoulders, and ~ we are upborne 
by the grace and power of our God. 

We thank Thee for the truth of Thy Word, for so many 
promises that Thou art our Shepherd, and we shall not 
want. Thou dost make us to lie down in green pastures; 
Thou dost lead us beside the still waters, and in paths 01 
righteousness for Thy name's sake. In Thy shepherd-c~re 
we rejoice this morning. 

We thank Thee that Thou hast told us of heavenly ·fields 
where there are no wolves to ravin, nor enemies of any sort. 
We rejoice to believe that Thou wilt never leave anyone of 
us until Thou hast brought us home upon Thy shoulders, 
saying to 'all heaven: Rejoice with 'Me, for I have found my 
sheep which was lost. . 

Wle come to Thee this morning as men and women, boys 
and girls, full of faults and frailties. We have not served 
Thee as we ought. We have done many things we ought 
not to have done. We have not made the progress which 
was possible to us as Thy clJ.ildren. We have' been dull 
scholars. We confess it all. 'But this morning we rejoice 
in Thine abounding grace; that whatever our state we are 
still Thine; and we shall go on in the confidence that as Thou 
hast helped us, .so there are still better days ahead: "The 
path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more 
and more unto the perfect da!." So we pray this morning 

that Thou wilt search us out. 'Speak to everyone of us in 
such a way that we may know that God ,Himself is here; 
and He has come laden with blessings for our poor souls. 

We pray for the nation '-to which we belong, .that out of the 
present confusion Thou wilt bring,' in Thine own way, some 
kind of order, and help us that we may fulfil our duty, and 
play our part in the world's great conflict. We commend 
to Thee the cause of righteousness throughout the earth. 
We think of all the noise of battle, on the sea, in 'the air, 
'and on the land. We have no skill; we know: not in these 
matters what to pray for. But we pray' that Thou wilt show 
Thyself strong in behalf of those who fear Thee. May the 
forces of righteousness this day prosper; may all' those who 
delight in war be scattereii. 

Graciously bless our rulers, the King and all his advisers, 
and hasten the day of a righteous peace. 

And now, Lord, as we come to Thy Holy Word, we confess 
that we are not sufficient 'for the understanding C!f it. This 
is the Wiord of the Infinite, which no one can understand' 
unless God the Holy Ghost shall enlighten the mind, and 
make the page to glow with spiritual light. We pray that 
this may be so this morning, and that when we go from this 
service we m'ay go with hearts warm, with spirits that have 
been encouraged, with souls that shall have been made more 
resolute, strengthened for the conflict, fortified for all that 
awaits us in the days to come. At this ·moment we come 
with humble hearts to offer f to Thee our sincere worship. 
And this we presen,tto the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost,. in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

I .sUPPOSE all you housewives have, at some time or 
other, been perplexed to know how to introduce some 

kind of variety into your household menu. That hus­
band of yo.urs has pecuUar tastes-at least I 'know my 
wife says her husband has; and that there are not very 
many things he likes. And yet you do not. want to give 
him the same thing every day for IU,nch~n, and every 
evening for dinner. You would like to have 'a little 
'variety, and sometimes you are bc:Jthered to know what to 
do next. 

The preacher has a great deal of ,sympathy with you, 
because that is ·his problem. Just as you have to feed 
your household, I have to feed mine; and I must be sure 
to give "the finest of the wheat." It must be the "Bread 
from heav·en." That is a staple.' But how to present it 
with any sort of freshness, and maintain some kind of 
change and variety is a real problem, especially at a 
time like' this. 

When I was a young preacher I used to begin to'study 
the weather on Thursday or therea,bouts. Q I wondered 
what .sort of day we should have on Sunday. If the 
weather was rough on Saturday, I knew very well it was 
going to affect the congregation on Sunday. Then the 
question arises for the preacher, Are you to get a' big 
roast, or a little one ; are you going to have many people 
to feed, or few? In what frame of mind will they come, 
and what may be palatable to them? 
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Yesterday afternoon when I tried to get out of my 
driveway I· got stuck, and I had to have somebody dig 
me out. When I weI}t home again I found that I could 
not get" in, and had to have help. Two or three young 
men came along, and helped to push me in. And what 
·with the digging OJlt, alJ.d pushing in, I managed fairly 
well .. Last night when-it was snowing,-I said, What sort 
of service can we have to-morrow, if other people are 
like I am? What can I do? " I looked out of the window, 
and as· I s·aw the snow Jalli.ng, a text flashed intO my 
mind: "Hast thou entered into the treasures of the 
snaw?" And I said," "Whoever is at church to-morrow 
will have given a little thought to what we call ~now." 

I am not going.to try to lead you very far into the 
treasures of the snow. Once when I was in Kentucky, I 

I went to see a part of the Mammoth Caves. I walked 
" under ground for miles and miles. I spent the whole 

afternoon just exploring one part of the Caves. There 
·are many parts, and they· told me it would take weeks 
to explore them all. But it was very ·interesting going 
away back -jnto the heart .of the earth.' It would make 
a magni.ficent bomb-proof shelter. from the outside 
there was not much to see, just an entrance into this 
Mammoth· Cave. . 

A little while ago I was in Timmins, and I went down 
into a gold mine, far more than a miie below the sur­

. face. Then we walked "for 'a long distance, it seemed to 
me;" and there were treasures there. 

Now if I were an . expert; with a microscope, or a 
specialist as a chemist, I eould lead you, no' doubt, into 
the treasures of the snow, and" show yOU' a great many 
things that tbJ! casual observer would never notice, that 
would be full of instruction. But I have neither the 
time nor the competence for such profundities. So I 
propose to show you a little of that which 'any of us may 
observe from without. \ 

.t 
The" snow, of which we have had a good deal lately, IS 

FROM THE ~ORD'S TREASURY." "The earth is fun of the 
goodpess of the Lord"; "0 Lord, how manifold are thy 
works! in wisdom hast thou made them all: the earth is 
fuB of thy dches." Sometimes we give a good deal of 
honor and credit to men of science. We applaud their 
ability, their discernment. _ But after ~ll, all that they 
do is just to examine the works of God. It may be of 
value to be able to l'eaii the face of ·a dock, but it is still 
more difficult to make the clock. . I once read in a cer­
tain magazine of a number of 'astronomers gathered some­
where in Spain to" observe an eclipse of the ·sun.. On" 
that occasi()n they sa~d it was possible to prediet the 
exact moment at which the shadow of the moon would 
be seen upon the disk· of the sun a· hundred years in 
advance. And people said, How wonderfully clever men 
are! .J said to my,self, "Well, you could not prediet what 
time of day.it would be by my watch a hundred years 
from now. B'u~ the clock of the universe is .go perfectly 
ordered that"men of science know it will not vary by a 
fraction of a second, and they can tell exactly how the 
heavenly bodies will appear a hundred years" hence. 

. Now there are treasures in all of God's works, and 
I speak to you for a few minutes this morning of the 
snow. This is part of the divine challenge to Job, 
issued 'by our Lord Himself, when out of the whirlwind 
lJe ·speaks to this troubled ma!l, and asks ·him this ques-

tion: "Hast thou" entered into the treasures- of the 
snow?" One thing-and it isa very ·simple on&:-I want 
to remark is, that we may learn that the source of all 
supreme and final standards is fram above, and not from 
below. How often you coII).e upon the phrase in ,scrip­
ture "whiter" or "as white as snow"! "Purge me with 
hyssop, and I shall be clean: -wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow"-not whiter" than the washing that 
some of. you women will hang out on the line, but 
"whiter than snow." That·is our standard of whiteness 
as it comes down from God out of heaven. 'Where shall 
we find the standards by which to measure things? 

I receive in the course ofa few months scores of let­
ters-I think I can s'ay hundreds-asking me certaip 
questions. Many of them are framed in such language 
as this--:-I got one only yesterday: "To settle an argu­
ment, can you tell me .go and so." "Some :people stranA-ely 
seem to think I alP. an ·a,uthority, and that if I shoul~ \ 
give them the answer to their" question that would fin-
ally settle the argument." I remember once, Dr. George 
Stewart, who was a eompanion of the famous Sam 
Jones, the great Southern Evangelist, telling a story 
about ,sam Jones ... When they came home from a meet-
Ing one time, Dr . .stewart took his fl'iend to task for 
a certain niustration he had used, whieh Dr. Stewart did 
not li~e.. He said, '!Now, Sam. I want to ask you for 
your own sake, and for the people's sake, and even for 
the Lord's ·sake, not to use that illustration a~ain. I ·do 
not like it." Sam had a way of going right to the heart 
of everything directly, and with his Southern'drawl he' 
said, "Well, George, if I were dead sure you were an 
authority, I woul.d. not use it again." " 

Ah, yes; who is an authority? . W,here shall ,we find 
our authority? Where shall we obtain our ultimate" 
standard of things? Not iIi this world in which "all 
hav'e sinned and come short of the glory of God": our 
standard·s must come from above. The Lord Jesus said:" '" 
"I tell you the truU(; it is expedient for you that I go 
away: :{or if I go not away, the Comforter will not come 
unto you; but if I depart, I" will send him unto you. 
And when "he is come, he will reprove the world of ~in, " 
'and ff righteousness; and of judgment: of sin, because 
they :believe not on me; of righteousness, because I go 
to my Father, and ye .ge~ me no more; of j.udgment, be­
cause the prin~e. of "thi.s world is j.udged." 

And so," dear friends, in all matters touching· the con­
duct of men our standfl,rds must be. from above. There 
is no . "authori·ty below, It is ·one of the treasures of the 
snow that it supplies us with the ultim~te" standard of' 
whiteness, and suggests, in principle, that from the same 
,Source all standards come. 

II: 
Another thing I find suggested is THE INFINITE VARIETY 

TO BE FOUND IN THE WORKS OF "GOD. We pride ourselves 
on ·making things .that are . alike. Even oui ·motor cars 
come" from the assembly line and they are so mueh alike 
that but for the license .plates you co_uld not tell them 
apart. And you ladies kn ..... the value of that. You 
went . down to the ·store one day" to buy a coat. You got 
one, and the salesman assured you that it was the only 
one in town; it was quite unusual, and you could be's"ure 
of having a distinctive arti,cle. It was sent home, and 
you put it on, looked in ,the glass, and you said, "Well, 
that suits me very well." Then you walked out, and you 
did not .get very far before. you met yourself! Someone 
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else WI;lS wearing a eoat exactly Uke yours! this or that or t!te otp,er thing for us. But do you not 
Our God never does that; He never makes two blades' think you had better bring you'r life to this ,source of 

of grass exactly. ·alike. I attended a series of lectures infinite· variety of ,beauty, and.' .saY, "'Please fashion 
some years ago, when a very eminent man' lectured for things acoording to Thy will, and ·according to T.hy 
a week on Snowflakes. He showed hundreds of slides of wisdom. Let this poor, ugly, life .of mine be made beau­
magnified snowflakes. I cannot verify it, because I have tiful from above." "Let the !beauty of the Lord our God 
never worked with snow.flakes, excepting as I have be upon us"! . 
worked with a snow shovel! but this man ·said that no Then, you see, we' shall have: something· distinctive, 
two snowflakes had ever been found that were exactly something especially suitable for us. We' shall not be 
alike. Under the microscope they were the most beautiful lost in the crowd. I like to think of that. I think of a 
things you ever saw. No :piece of lace woven ·by cunning great snow bank made up of tiny particles, no two alike· 
hand·s eould compare with the beauties of 'a simple snow- -and what infinite care God has expended on everyone 
flake. No; our infinite" ·God is' not shut· u:p to a pattern. of them! I like to remember that we. are not lost in the 
He is not a Mechanic: He is an Artist. Mechanics must crowd. We are not Just one of many, ·but individuals be­
have some kind of pattern to work from. A mechani- fore God, each with his distinctive eharact~ristics, each 
cal painter must have a stencil, ana he just paints over with some qualities that differentiate him from everyone 
it. But the real artist paints with a free hand. Have else. . 
you not admired the skill that puts a picture on the I wish I could lecture. to you for a week, if I were 
aanvas? Well, God is the ~Soilrce of all beauties, of all . competent to do so, on the treasures of .the snow just 
loveliness ; and He makes countless billions of snow- on this pqint. But I offer thi.s suggestion to you, that 
flakes. He has been making them for a long, long time; the next time'.you ask God for anything, that you sug­
and He i.s still' making them, yet no 'two of- them can be gest that you would like Him to select His pattern, and 

.. found which, under a microscope, are exactly alike. to frame things according to His wisdom, for He will 
If you were going to ·someone to make you a pat or ~ake a far better "job~' of it than if' it were something 

a dress or a coat, w-auld you not like to ·find someone who which you, yourself, attempted to des.ign. 
could make his or her own designs, and who could just 
take a good look at you, and say, ·"Well now, I th'ink I III. 
can design something for you 'that will be· different' from And there is another :point: I have to accept. what 
anything you ever saw, because I never make two coats other people say because I am not an expert chemist. 
alike. I never ma:ke two hats alike: everything is dif-' I read an article some years 'ago by someone who, .was, 
ferent, I will make something just for you." Do .you an expert agriculturist. He knew all about the eonsti-

J know what we do? We go to God with an ugly pattern tuents of the soil. And he said there was something in 
that we have sketched for ourselves, and we say: "Lord, the snow that was not to be fou.nd in the rain, and that, 
we should like··a life like that. We should like it to be the soil in this northern clime ·needed snow for a good 
f-armed and fashioned according to our design." Why harv~st. He said rain was not enough; we needed plenty 
not ask the Creator of the infinit.ely varied snowflakes, . Of ·snow in the winter time. It carries something into 
to plan for you an'· uniquely 'beautiful life? the soil which will make it far more fruitful even than 

. Shortly after I began to preach I delivered an address the rain. It needs the rain; but it must have the snow 
to r'ather a large company of people. It was at a Young too. When I read that I :remembered the Sc"ripture: 
People's Convention. They were very enthusiastic about "As the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, 
the address. It seemed to take hold pretty well. There and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and 
was a great respop.se. A minister proposed that it maketh it bring forth. and ,bud," and I said, "That is 
should -be printed. Someone else seconded the motion, just exactly' what' the. Bible says; that we need the 
and it was carried by ~standing vote .. 'rhere was great snow as well 'as the rain." "Hast thou entered into the 
enthusiasm over it. I took that manuscript home to my treasures of the snow y" You must not. think that you 
father, and I said, "Would you read that, and tell',me can do' without that which comes from above, for "every 
what you th~nk of it?" He read it, and said, "Why did good gift and every perfect gift i£J from above, and 
you want me to read this?" "Well, I delivered it at a cometh down from the. Father of lights, with whom is 
Convention a' short time ago, and they seemed to like it no variableness, neither shadow of turning." There is 
very mUGh, and voted to have it printed, and I thought no substitute for that whieh the hand of God Himself 
I should like to have your opinion of it." My father confers. i 
said, "I would not print it if I were you." I was quite 
cast down. The wind was ta'ken out of my sails. I 
enquired, "Why' not ?" "Because when once you have 
'printed a thing, you, cannot unprint it: It will be always 
turning up somewhere. The time will come-at' least, 

. my boy, I hope the time will come-when you will not 
be half as sa'tisfied with that address as you are to-day. 
My advice is, let it'pass into oblivion. Don't give it the 
permanence of the printed page." . 

0h, he was wise. I have always been glad I dl'd not . 
print that, address. And the time will come when you 
and I will not be half as well pleased with the proposals 
we make to God, as we may be to-day. We think we 
can fashion our lives. We think we are rather good de­
signers. And we think we can wisely ask god to do 

IV. 
Have you ever thought of THE AGGREGATE MIGHT OF 

MULTIPLIED TRIFLES? You are walking along the street. 
the ground is bare. .What is that? Rain? "Oh, no; 
just a snow flake"-and you brush' it away. But let the 

. sno'Y' keep on coming, and that mighty locomotive by 
and, by, equal to several thousand horses, tries to pull 
that train, and it comes against-what? A lot of snow­
;flakes; just an aggregation 'of those . little . things that 
you' ·brush a.way from your eyes. . And yet that mighty 
engine is stopped. It cannot ·go on any fap-her. 

Life is made up of trifles. Someone said: "Trifles 
make perfection, but perfection is no tri:fle." We need 
to be very careful about these little things that can be 
so' easily managed, each of itself; but when they are ... 
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multiplied, what a tremendous barrier they make across . 
the path. Life is full of snow drifts. - The man say-s: 
"Oh, I cannot do it!" "Why?" "Because these trifles 
have accumulated for so many years which you thought 
did not matter, until by and by you come face to face 
with a ·barrier that you cannot pa·ss oyer. Thflt -ought 
to teach us the importance of little things. The next 
time it begins to -snow on the way home, ju~t remember 
there are no unimportant things in life. In the aggre­
gate they ~ean a very great deal. 

·V. 
And THERE ARE ELEME~TS OF DnnNE JUDGMENT IN 

THE TREASURES OF THE .SNOW : "Hast thou entered into 
the treasur~s of the snow? or hast thou seen the treas­
ures of the hail, which I have reserved against,the time 
of trouble, against the day of battle and war?" "What! 
A snowflake, a weapon of war in the divine armoury! 
Do 'you mean to tell me'that God Almighty fights with 
snowflakes while we fight with big g.uns, with tanks, 
with planes, and with great battleships that cost mil­
lions·?" Yes; but God can fight with snowfl·akes too, 
and He does .. He says He d-oes. And if you have any 
doubt about it, ask Hitler. He will tell you. He· says 
that is his trouble on the Eastern front. He is not 
bothered with the Russians! It is just the winter, the 
snowflakes. And that is exactly what the Bible -says­
'·'Which I have reserved against the time of trouble, 
against the day of battle and war." 

VI. 

Did you ever think of THE STRENGTH OF DIVINE GEN­
TLENESS? How softly the snow .falls! It does not h!lrt 
you when a single flake comes down, nor even a shower 
of them. They do TIQt trouble you. But when our graci­
ous God is gentle in Hi-s approach, you must not mistake 
that for weakness. You remember how the Psalmist had 
learned His secret, when he said: "He teacheth my 
hands to war ;80 that a bow of steel is broken by mine 
arms. Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salva­
tion: and thy gentleness hath made me great." Ah, 
yes; because God is patient ·and longsuffering we wonder 
sometimes whether He is strong.' r 

I have had several letters sent to me by someone who 
sighs himself, "Atheist;'. I read the signature, and then 
omit the letter. I throw it away. But occa!!ionally a 
word ,catches my eye: "What is the use of believing in 
a God Who permits war? Who permits so much evil 
in the world?" Well, :our God is v.ery gentle, very graci­
ous, very patient. But· remember there is Almightiness 
in His gentleness, 'and even tl).ose very: qualities which 
~ead men to presume, ·He has reserved against the time 
of ,battle, and of war. 

VII. 
And then I would call your ·attention to THE POTENCY 

OF THE SILENT. Did you ever hear of smokeless powder? 
They have tried to invent a powder that would be 
smokeless, and they have succeeded partially, but not 
entirely. But they have not invented one that is noise­
less. When the gun is. fired,. it makes a noise. I wonder 
what would happen if someone could invent 'a noiseless 
aeroplane, or a noiseless ,submarine, even as it' is in­
visible, and inaudible to the natural ear. We have instru­
ments now that. can advise u.s of the approach of aero­
planes. And the men on the sea do not need to' see a 
. submarine. During the last war we used to spend most 

of our .time going through· thEl submarine zone with our 
binoculars scanning the sea everywhere,· to see if we 
could see a periscope. But now they have instruments 
to· tell them just where the .submarines are. These in­
struII).ents point to them, and they can find -them. But 
the submarine, although it cannot be heard with the 
natural ear, makes a bit of noi,se. There are certain 
vibrati-ons that come through the ether. But if· these. 
things could come silently, how·. it would increase the 
terrors of the war! Tpe Germans have some screech 
bombs that make' :a terrific noise coming down. The 
purpose is to try to terrorize people. But the British 
Admiralty has learned not to announce the sinking of 
submarines. They have learned that· silence is more 
deadly than sound. When 'a submarine goes away, and 
never returns, and they never hear a thing about it, it 
almost makes the heart stand -still. But if ·all these 
terrors could come upon a man without sound, .if judg­
ment could fall without a sound, how terrible it would 
be! How silently the snow com·es down! We go to bed 
at night, ·and drop off -to sleep, and billions ·of snow­
.flakes fall all around us, on the roof of your house, 
. everywhere; but they do not wa'ke you u.p. They are 
silent,-and yet in that silence there is fearful power. It 
stopped the Germans; and, of course, the Russi-ans, too, 
have had to overcome it. How different God is from 
us! ' 

VIII. 
And then let me mention THE IRRESISTIBILITY OF THE . 

THINGS THAT COME FROM ABOVE. You cannot altogether 
protect your.self· from thing-s that come from above. You 
can fight a ship on the surface, or under the sea. You 
can protect ·yourself against many things. But there is 
not power enough When it comes down from above. No 
one can protect himself against' it. And so, my dear 
friends, when God goes fo.rth to war, when He unlooses 
His silent artillery, when He undertakes to bring ·men 

,to judgment, then it is judgment indeed! 

IX. 
Does it not suggest THE INFINITE RESOURCEFULNESS 

OF GOD? "The treasures (If the snow"! If God can 
cover up the ugliness of this old world so. that when ~e 
wake in t~e mor~ing it· is imm~culatel"Y white, -do you 
not think He can cover up the ugly scars of life; wash 
us and make us whiter than ,snow?· The God Who can 
make this world so infinitely beautiful, can beautify u.s 
with His own beauty. Indeed, the infinite wisdom dis­
played in these almost infinitesimal particles which sh(lW 
the works -of God, ought to teach us a lesson of faith. 
Such a God is worth trusting. Shall we not ·all trust' 
Him this morning? Think of it 'as you look upon the 
snow.· Let it speak to you of all the other wonders of 
this natural world, ()f the wisdom, power, and grace of 
our ,God. 

Let us pray: 
Lord, we would learn to trust Thee, for without faith it 

is impossible to please God. Help us that we may rest in 
·the Lord Who is able to do' such wonders as we see about us. 
We ask it in the name of Jesus Christ· our fLord, Amen. 
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. , 
A BIT OF BAPTIST HISTORY The abundant harvests reaped from the field whereon 

the' hardy pioneers sowed the Gospel seed more than a 
century ago may help present day· labourers in equally 
difficult fields to catch a vision of the glorious things 
that are to be'. Here too is demonstrated the strategic 
importance of establishing ,strong bases in centres from 
which the Gospel may be sounded out in the surround-
ing territory. . 

As we were going over the Seminary Librart, at the 
close of the school year, a most interesting book was 

brought to our attention. It is entitled A Jubilee Review of 
the Fir-st Baptist Ch!trch, Brantford, 1839-1884; Its quaint 
recital of the establishment of the first Baptist church in 
Brantford is a "fine illustration of the sentence of the 
Preacher: "There is no new thing under the sun." If 
the dates imd names of men and -places were changed, It" is not necessary to emphasize the doctrinal position 
the 'book might well be the account of the pi'Oneer lab- ,of the founder of the Baptist testimony in the city of 

Brantford, for he makes it abundantly clear"i'n his own ours of some of our own 'home mission pastors who are 
preaching the same Gospel in very similar circumstances statement. Modernism ,builds no churches; it is con-
and with similar ,results to th()8e in which the workers tent to enter into the labours of others, creeping in un­
of a century ago laboured. . awares to capture the fruit of others' toil. Could 'Elder 

William Rees revisit the scenes of his former labours, 
He~e,. for instance" are the words 'used by Willia~ once again in the heyday of his youth, he would not 

Rees, the first Baptist minister in Brantford, to describe hesitate as to where he might find churches and pastors 
how as a young man of twenty-nine he ·began his labours of like mind and doctrine. The Un'ion of Regular Baptist 
in that thriving new settlement of 400 to 500 souls : Chur,ches of Ontario and Quebec stands precisely where 

I came here on the Slst August, 1833, as it appeared to he stood in matters of doctrine, and t:he experiences of 
me by the direction of Divine Providence. There was no our pastors and churches parallel those of the Brantford 
Baptist Church in the village. Never did I feel so much Baptists of 1833. In further witness of this we add the 
.alon~ in the world, and so ,entirely ?estitute of h~man con- . testimopy of Mr. Rees' daughter regarding her father's 
solatIOn; yet I felt that God was WIth me, and HIS blessed experiences: 
promise afforded me support. That dear old father, iElder, . 
Mabee came and laboured with me for two days in the I have often heard my dear father say that, as he rode 
power' and love of the ,Gospel. The preaching was plain, into Brantford that day, his heart was· joyous and as light 

, solemn and affectionate; the prayers short and fervent. 'Fhe as air. ,On .his arrival, he went to the trustees of the ?~ly 
meetings were indeed solemn. There was no gust of paSSIOn, sch.oolhouse m B~antford, and be~ged ~eave to preach thel'em, 
no enthusiastic excitement· true now and then was heard whIch ,was readIly granted. WIth his own money he pur­
the deep sigh while the t~ars of penitence rolled profusely ,chased some candles and a broom, and fitted up the school­
from many e;es unaccustomed to weep under the sound of house for preaching. Pa's preaching soon began to ,create no 
the Gospel. In a few weeks, we trust, there were at least smal~ stir; and the schoolhouse was refuse~-,td him. Father, 
eight souls translated from the Kingdom of darkness into nothing daunted, procured a barrel, on which ·he stood, and 
the Kingdom of God's dear :80n. hun~reds gathered aro~nd hini to hear him proclaim Christ 

. rd b rdi t . crucIfied. On the 23 of Decem er, 1833, acco ng 0 preVIOUS " 
arrangement, a church of twenty-six members, including my- A student or professor of a theologi:cal institution 
self, was ~regularly constituted. IElder Crandall preached that undermines the authority of God's ·Word and teaches 
the organization sermon, Elder Pickle gave the right hand young men to .mock at the precious blood, would never 
of fellowship, and Elder 'Mabee gave the charge. . . . For 
the first year we were under the necessity of meeting in ·!?e guilty of the indi'scretion of "creating no small stir" 
small and uncomfortable buildings, and from house to house, by preaching the Gospel in a schoolhouse. They would 
and sometimes, on the borders of the Grand Riyer in the never even dream of using a barrel as an open air pUlpit, 
depth of winter. There I had the . pleasure of baptizing- from which to prpclaim Christ crucified. But this is 
many willing converts. .some of those· seasons were affect- how the early Baptist Churches were built and it is 
ing beyond the power of language to describe. Now we through lack of thi,s positive note that they are being 
have here a good edifice, it being the best Baptist meeting emptied and closed up in our day. But we thank God 
house I have seen.in all this region of the ·country, occupied 
by a church of eighty members. Their standing in society ,that in the Toronto Baptist Seminary, He has raised up 
is q:uite equal'to that of a.ny denomination in the place. ' an. institution where young men are taught to preach 

the 'Gospel of the Grace of God in schoolhouses, on 
What their "standing in society" in the new settlement barrels or soapbo~es, ih English and in French, wherever 

involved for OUr Baptist forebears of ·a hundred and sinners are to· be forind." Already we have seen a large 
more years ago we do not know. Probably their social ingRthering from their labours, and we are confident that 
duties were riot particularly onerous as it was then only the future will reveal still greater things. 
three years ·since the Six Nations Indians had surrendered 

-W.S.W. the !lind to the government. But their descendants and 
successors prospered and are 'now to be reckoned among 
the great and· wealthy of the land, while Brantford and 
the surrounding district is one of the most strongly 

. Baptist sections of the country. This material and 
spiritual prosperity is largely the fruit of the vision and 
labours of" the young Welsh pastor who, as he puts it in 
his own words, "consecrated· my life and energies both 
of ,soul and body to God on the banks of the Grand River 
at Brantford; and there I really must go." Thank God 
for men of that indomitable spirit,! 

If pioneers are to persever«:lin the unremitting and 
seemingly fruitless toil that falls to their lot, they must 
lift 'up their 'eyes and by faith look into the future. 

"WHY 
7,'he Cmuulian Protestant League" 

Br'Dr. I. B. Rowell, Rev. W. S. Whitcombe 
and Dr. T. T. Shield. 

40 pages, designed for ~ation by League Mem,hen. 
Send for sample copy. If convenient enelose S-eeni 
IlalDP for postage. 
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HOW TO LEARN FRENCH 

THERE 'is no' painless method of learning a language, 
not ·even one's mother tongue. But the following. 

paragraphs from· the pen of Rev. Robert Dubarry of 
Nlmes, France, give some excellent advice with respect to 
learning French that will render the study as painless 
as it can well be ~ade. The message was written in re­
sponse to a suggestion of the writer thaj; some word of 
encouragement from this master of French and of Eng­
lish, would be ~ost useful to the members of the French 
classes of the Toronto Baptist Seminary. As the students 
are now ,scattered all over the provinces of Ontario and 
Quebec-a dozen or more of them in districts predomin­
antly 'French-speaking-the original message in French 
is printed herewith, followed by a translation in English: 

Message en Fran~s 
Suivant l'ex,cellente Suggestion de Mr. W. S. Whitcombe 

je me permets de VOllS demander ,de recopier ou lire, et. 
en tout cas, de transmettre la pauvre mais cordiale elucu-
bration ci-contre: . 

19-5-45 
Bien chers amts de la Classe Fran!;aise, , 

Je suis assez confus d'avoir autant attendu pour vous 
dire 'combien j'apprecie la grande' peine que' vas profes-' 
seurs et vous-memes prenez dans l'a,ssez ingrate etude de 
notre bonne langue. J'ai la ferme con,fiance que vous en 
serez recompenses par la possession d'un excellent instru- ' 
ment de travail mental et d'action chretienne. nest d'un 

. grand ,secours pour Iii pen see de disposer de plu!,!jeurs mots 
pour la meme chose et d'acquerir de la virtuosite dans un 
groupement heure!.lx et' nouveau d~ ces elements. II y a, 
d'autre part, grand profit spirituel dans une recherche 
plus precise du sens. nuance des expressions de la farole 
de Dieu. Je me permets donc de vous engager vive­
ment' it lire autant que possible a haute voix et aetudier 
les Saintes 'Ecritures dans nos versions fran!;aises. C'est 
probablement lit la meiileure et la plus facile des intro­
ductions it la maltrise d'une langue. 

Afln d'epargner 'des egrati,nures it nos trop sensible 
tympans franc;ais, je m'aventure aussi it vous suggerer 
des' exercices gradues, et perseverantsde prpnonciation. 
J,e ne vois guere d'empechements it des re,sultats quasi 
impeccables en suivant cette methode. Quelques phrases 
repetees jusqu'it la perfeCtion pourront y aider, comme 
par exemple Ie fameux: "Pour qui sont 'ces serpents qui 
sifflent . sur vos tetes", 'de Racine, ou 'bitlU: "Sous Ie 
marteau toimant.retentit l'atelier", de Baour, oU'encore: 

. "En chassant, Cjtarles Chincholle pourchassa un chien 
chino.i.s", ou en fin : "Chaque .jour, 'Ie chausseur sachant 
chausseI' cherche a changer nos choix. ; . ." Mais Ie 
pauvre instructeur que je suis devient ici amuseur. J'y 
mets vite ·bon ordre, en vous souhaitant, chers amis, beau­
coup de plaisir, de "profit, et de benediction dans la com­
munion de ce ·service. 

Votre bien chaleureusement devoue en Lui, 
, Robert Dubarry. 

Tr.anslation in English_ . 

In accordance with the fine suggestion of Mr. W. S. 
Whitcom:be, I am taki,ng the 'liberty of req~,esting you 
to re-copy, or to read; or' in any case to transmit the 
poor though cordial elucubration that follows: 

May 19, 194,5. 
My dear friends of the French Classes: 

I am somewhat ashamed to be so late in telling you 
how 'much I appreciate the great trouble that you and 

your professors are taking in the difficult 'study of our 
good tongue. I have the ,firm. conviction that you will 
be well repaid by the possession of an excellent instru- _ 
ment of thought and of Christian work. It is of the 
greatest help in thinking, .to have ,several words fo~ the 
same thing at one's' aisposition and to acquire artistic 
skill in a felicitous re-arrangement of these elements. 

. There is also great. spiritual pro'fit in searching for the .. 
exact shade of meaning of the expressions of. the Word 
of God. May I, therefore, earnestly. exhort you to read 
aloud, as much as possible, and to study the Bible in our 

. French versions.' That is proba:b,Iy the ,best and easiest 
introduction to the mastery of any language. 

In order to spare pain to our too delicate French ear­
drums, I ventur,e also to suggest to you graded and per­
·severing exercise in pronunciation. I do not Bee .any 
reason why you ·should not arrive at practical 'perfection 
by following this 'method. Several phrases repeated until 
you can say them without fault would help. . . . But 
hete, poor teacher that I am, I am becoming amusill'g. 
I put an end to it by wishing. you, my dear friends, much 
pleasure, profit, and blessing in the fellowship of thi.s 
service. 

Most. affectionately yours.in Him, 

. Robert Dubarry. 
To this masterly: piece ,of counsel, we dare to add that 

no finer advice for learning any language could be given 
than Mr. Dubarry's suggestion of paying special atten­
tion to the text of the Bible.· In our langu'a'ge, the com­
mon version is a well of EngHsh undefiled, that has 
nioulded English speech and English thought for more 
than four hundred yearS. William Tindale, the first 
translator ()f the :Bible in English, was one' of God's 
choicest gifts to our race' and language, and no one who 
would write or speak in the tongue he employed, can 
hope to succeed unless he gives special attention to the 
text of the ,English Bible.· The same principles apply in 
the study of the French language, and we trust that the 
Seminary students, all of whom ta:ke French, will pay 
special heed to Mr. Dubarry's fine message.' 

. . "':"'-W.S.W. 

A CALL TO THE MINISTRY 

"If it be the ~ord's will .to bring you into His 
ministry, He has already. appointed your place and 
service, and though you know it not at present, you shall 
at a proper time. ~f you had the talents of an angel, 
you .could do no good with them till His hour is come, 
and till He leads you to the people whom He has deter-' 
mined to bless by you!-' means." 

"'We must· try whether we can endure brow-beating, 
weariness, slander, jeering and hardship; and whether 
we can be made the off-scouring of all things and treated 
as nothing for Christ's sake. ",Jf we can endure all these, 
we have some ot those points which indicate the· pos-- . 
session of the rare qualities which should meet in a true 
servant of the Lord Jesus Christ." . 

C. H. SPURGE;ON, Lectures to My Students. 

. WITNESSES 

"Salvation 'is .a theme for which I would fain enlist 
every holy tongue. I ·am greeay after witnesses for the 
glorious gospel of the ,blessed God. 0 that Christ cruci.fied 
were the universal burden of men of God." 

-C. H. SPURGEON. 

--..... 
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A COMMUNIQUE FRO~ THE BISHOPS' 
ASSEMBLY 

own hospitals, which, as the a,bove "communique" sug­
gests, are impregnated _ with their own pecu.1iar atmo­
sphere and are really missionary institutions for the pro-

(Translated from the French-Ianguagtl Roman tection of the faithful ·and the conversion of non-Catho-
Catholic press) lics. But this being so, why' should such institutions re-

The' ·Catholic Church disapproves of non-sectarian in- ceive state aid? No.n-secbirian hospitals have a right to 
stitutions 'because revealed religion, the fundamental . it since they -serve the .public witliout any purpOse Of 
principle of Christian formation, is th~re put to one side., thereby furthering their own private ends. -But this can-

Therefore the Church reminds Catholic parents that not. be said of Roman Catholic-hospitals. 
they must not send their children to non-Catholic schools, A handbook published for Roman Catholic nurses and 
or non-sectarian or mixed schools, that is those open to doctors with the usual ecclesiastical .approbation, speaks 
non-Catholics. ,(canons'1372 and 1374). of them as "the -auxiliaries and collaborateurs of the 

So too Catholics, even adults, must·not :be entrusted to priest" and.remarks that they have "the supreme consola­
orphanages, charitable institutions or other such insti- tion .. of assuring their patients o'f eternal life if temporal 
tutions which are Qot Catholic. (Synod of Miontreal, art. life should escape them." No one who knows anything 
24.6. par. '3.) - .. about Romanism would ever imagine that their hospitals, 

Full of condescension for the person of the initiators like all their institutions, have as their primary' object 
of works of public.welfare, We ~o not wis~ however that anything other than the glorification of the Roman 

.Our Catholics be led into error on this question of non- Church . 
. sectarianism in teaching, hospitalisation and the like, and Non-Romanist hospitals are almost without exception 
that is why We decIare that the Church, open to all far superior to Roman Catholic institutions. As an ex­
legitimate progress, do~s not wish and <:annot expo!!.e her ample of _ Roman Catholic morals in hospital practice, 
children to the "danger of religious indifference, of the we again refer to th.e book-quoted above. There is found 

. errors ot" heresy, of the scorn of religion and the loss of in this book, a chapter deil.~ing with. "Urgent Cases of' 
all godliness." (S. Office, Instruction of March 21, 18(6) .. Priyate .Baptism", in which unspeakably horrid ·and de-

Besides, at-'some distance from Saint-Hilaire de Rou~ tailed descriptions are given of the manner Of proceeding 
ville, the site proposed for ·.'The Dieppe Home," there in baptizing an unborn child, of a "monster", and finally 
has existed for more than two years\the "Etablissements the question is asked: 
Notre-Dame", at I'Ile-aux-Cer.fs, a Catholic institution 
destined for the education and care of epileptics and 
worthy of all Our encouragements. 
. _ Let those who are not ·Catholic found the works which 
please them, that is their business; but We cannot tol­
'erate, and We disapprove with all· Our authority ·as 
Bi·shops, the non~sectarian or mixed charitable societies,' 
such 'as "The Dieppe Home", .because they 'Constitute a 
serious danger for the faith of Catholics. We for,bid our 
faithful then to go to this "Dieppe Home" which is not 
made for Catholics. 

By order of His ,Eminence 
and of Their Excellencies, 

Bruno DESROCHERS, 
'Priest, chancellor. 

Quebec, May 31, 1945. 

Our Comment on: the Above 
- The extent of Roman Catholic tolerance is indicated in 

the above official communique, which is translated from 
ihe French-language press of Quebec. The' Roman Hier­
ar,chy regiments the lives of its "faithful" . down to the 
last minute detail of their daily conduct. On pain of 
eternal damnation it forbids them' to ·send. their children 
to Protestant schools, or .eveil to those which are neither 
Protestant nor Roman-Catho}i.c, but neutral, that is to 
say, non-sectarian in religious matters. The same prin­
ciple applies even -to the choice of a hospital in case of 
sickness. At home, at work, at pIay, ill school, whether 
well or sick, alive or dead, the Roman priest claims the 
entire sQpervision of those who depend upon his offices 
to get them to heaven. 'It is indeed a totalitarian system, 
in the truest sense of that word. 

Those Who wish to -submit to this priestly yoke of 
bondage, are free to do so in this land of liberty. We 
only wonder at their':blind credulity and· super.stition that 
renders them the abject slaves of men and human tra­
ditions. Roman Catholics have the right to prefer their 

Q.---IMay one sometimes baptize the children o.f non­
ICatholics? ' . -.... 

A.-Yes, if they are in imminent danger of death. 
(Canon 750). '. 

The reference to ·Canon Law shows that the above -is 
not a particuIar rule laid down in this handbook, but the 
settled law of the whole Roman Catholic Church. If 
Canon Law allows such acts to be committed on an un­
conscious infant, without the k{lowledge of the parent, 
as is ,suggested above, what is there that_ it would not 
allow? 

-w.S.W. 

BOOKS AND BOOKLETS 
By DR. T • .T. ~H.IEI.oS-

. "Other Little Ship8" (New edition) _ $1.00 

"The Plot That Failed" (New edition) 1.00 
"The Adventure8 of a Modern Young 

Man~' .. --___ . ___ ~. __ ._. _______ . __ ._ 1.00 

"The Oxford Group Movement 
. Analyzed" :.. __ -_~: ________ .... _ .05 

"Doe8 -Killed in Action Mean Gone to 
'Heaven?" .. ____ .: ______ : __ : __ ~___ _ .05 

"The Chri8tian Attitude Toward Amu8e-
ments" _________ .- ______ ~ __ . ____ . _ :05 

"The God of All Comfort" . _ .. __ . . .05 
, - . 

;.ddr4'iO., 
THE r..OSPli:I, Jf/lTIY,.;S,"i 

TOrODto' 2. (",aDad. 
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A MONTREAL EDITORIAL 

WE pubiish ',below an editorial' from The Montreal 
Gazette of June 14th. We entirely agree with it 

so far as it goes. We must of 'course remember that 
The Ga~ette is ,published in 'Montreal, which is pre­
dominantly a French-Canadian and Roman Catholic city. 
But if our readers will substitute in the following editorial 
the Roman Catholic Hierarchy for the Liberal Party, and 
French-Canadian Catholics for French-Canadian Liberals; 
they will have a fairly true picture of the present Cana­
dian situation. ' 

The real ruler of Canada is the Roman .catholic 
Hierarchy, headed 'by Cardinal Villeneuve. Mr. King 
does nothing of which the Hierarchy would di.sapprove. 
By his anti-conscription .policies in respect to Europe, 
and now in respect to the Pacific; ,by his iniquitous "baby 
bonus" bribe; 'by the' exemption of 'Quebec from re­
sponsibilities which other Provinces must oarry; Mr. 
King compels eight Canadian Provinees to wear the. yoke 
of Roman ,Catholic Quebec. ' However, if in their blind­
ness, Canadian Protestants will not use their ballots 
now, they will feel the sting of Roman Catholic bullets 
by and ,by. 

The editorial reproduced below is prin,ted for the in­
formation of readers of THE GOSPEL WITNESS who have 
followed our campaign. against the Roman Catholic 
Church through the years, but who have not access to 
editorial opinion as exp:ressed in Canadian secular papers. 
For this reason, we pass on this editorial from The. 
Montreal Gazette: ' 

RUle By Division 
~ Illajority won iby the Liberal Party in the federal 

election, though it requires the inclusion of the -Inde­
pendent Liberals and may be soIflewhat reduced, iby' the 
soldiers' vote, would appear to have 'been definitely' won. 
In the next House <if Commons Prime Minister W. L. 
Mackenzie King will be able to fonp. an administration and 
once again conduct the' g~vernment of the country. 
, ,Clearly the success -of Prime M;inister King has been once 
more based upon his 'abiHty to secure the support of the 
Province of Quebec. In Quebec he was' able to win 45 
straight Li-beral'seats and about another ten through inde-' 
pendents. These seats, added to a number of others else­
where in Canada which will be held by French-Canadian 
Liberals, mean that about one half of his entire -majority in 
the House will consist of French-Canadian members. 

But 'the importance of this· unique Quebec hold lies not 
merely in the fa~t that it has served again, as it has so often 
in the past, to provide the Liberal administration with an 
important 'bloc. For in Monday's election Mr. King's undis­
puted hold on Quebec was made likely not' only by his 
wholly voluntary policy for the J'apanese War as contrasted 
with the conscriptionist policy of his principal rival. It was 
'underlined by the fact that no other ,party felt its Quebec 
chances good enough to seriously contest the province. The 
conspicuous fact that the province was going to Mr .. King, 
almost by default, of itself brought him support from voters 
in other provinces., These voters may have disagreed with 
certain aspects of Mr. ~ing's administration, but they 
recognized the oft-proven 'political advantage of M;r. King's 
electoral strategy. 

During the years of Liberal administration there were 
many who deplored and resented the unfairness of ,Mr. 
King's policies of national service. They felt that if 'MI-; 
King recognized that ,the war was being, fought in the 
interests of the nation 'as a whole, It should be upon the 
nation as a whole that the responsibilities and opportunities 
of national service should lie. The only alternative to this 

uniform' justice, would be bargaining in serious inequalities 
for the sake of i~portant sectional support. -Mr. ~ng 
has been prepared to offer a policy to Quebec which no 
other par,ty has bE'!an prepared to offer, and hilS, therefore, 
been able to place the other parties in a position of inevit­
able disadvantage. More than this, he has been able to 
compel many electors across the 'country to vote in favor of 
a party whose inequitable exemptions they may deplore, 
but which they believe they must yet support in order to 
obtain a government with the best chance of a working 
majority. ' , 

An 'appearance of national unity has 'been achieved, in 
that voters across the country have joined .in the, support of 
one party. But is not this super,fidal unity being achieved 
at the cost and price of the only true unity" which is the 
truly uniting exp-erience in the heart of 'national responsi­
bilities equally shared? 

In following this unequal policy the Liberal Party. has 
from time to time declared that they are fc,>llowing the only 
statesmanlike ,policy; that this is a very difficult country to 
govern; that only its unusual methods can meet the unusual 
national needs; that its deviousness, however, criticized, yet 
manages to keep the Canadian Confederation in existence. 

Obviously the result of this line of Liberal explanation is 
to shift whatever blame 'attaches to'its policies from its own 
shoulders and to leave it at.the door of French Canada. The 
members of the Liberal administra,.tion have rarely attempted 
to answer the accusations of their critics in relation to the 
unfairness or the injuliltice' or the evasiveness of their 
policies. They tend, on the contrary, to imply that ,they act 
under necessity; that they have no choice but ;to advocate 
the policies they do; that the interests 'of "national unity" 
prevent them from governing in any other mode. 

But though to their critics they may ilnply that they act 
under an unfortunate !but inevitable necessity" they to 
themselves do not fail to realize that they are able, by this 
necessity, to reap a remarka,.ble party advantage. The 
plainer fact is that their method or mode of governing is 
less a matter of acceptance than of' exploitation; le,\s a 
passive yielding thf1,n of active cultivation; less of recogniz­
ing -isolation than of intensifying it; less of inspiring con­
fidence in justice than in harboring fears of persecution; 
less a concession than an inducement. 

Only a narrowed outlook would lead any Canadian to 
entertain the, View that this mode of 'governing, though it­
may be unfair to the majority, is at least fair' to the 
minority. 'Surely, in the, deeper sense, it is to' the minority 
such a policy is most unfair. It ,places those of the minor­
ity in"the position of a people apart; it deepens their sense' 
of being ,in danger from a majority that would force upon 
them particpation in a war that ,is not really their concern; 
and it misrepresents them to the rest of the country, and, to 
the world, as a people unwilling ,to share a task that must 
be, met in common. 

The seriousness of this 'mode of ruling by d~vision is that 
, it, -is not an incident of wartime, something that has to do 
simply with a wartime issue, and that will pass awf1,y with 
the war's end. ~ In the first plac!! the conscription issue will 
certainly be kept alive in years to com,e, as it has been in 
years ;past. But, what is of far vaster importance,' con­
scri-ption is only an aspect of the policy that 'has been long 
adopted and which will be projected into the future. This 
fostered isolationism will, by continued political manipula­
tion, become an increasingly "settled feature of our national 
life. 

And,as it is prolonged ,and, deepened there will be little 
hope of union in friendship and confidence and in peace. 
Our relations as a people will continue to be tinged with_ 
hesitation, with suspicion, with uneasiness .. Under this mode 
of government we mu!!t 'become a people that' will limp and 
not walk; that will be doubtful and not confident; that will 
be depressed and not heartened; that will question the 
future and not rej oice in it. ' 
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Yet for all the "people in this country, of 'both races, who 
have opposed this method of deepening our divisions, there 
sh-ould ,be no discouragement that, by an unhappy paradox 
of' p-olitical functioning, the policy of division' wiil again . 
prolong the present rule. Having fought a good fight; and 
having 'suffered defeat, it is all the more necessary to keep 
the faith. Least o.~ all is it for those who have lost in this 
election to begin .pondering any imitation of the methods 
with which ;the victors have won. 

It is rather for them ,to remaifi true in the confidence that 
there is a ,sounder way 'in which French Cana"dians imd 
English Canadians may yet come together 'and hold a poli­
tical faith in firmer :bonds of peace and in a truer oneness 
of spirit. To lose this confidence would be to lose the hope 
that we can ever know unity ·as a people. There is reason 
to trust that beyond all the present' rever.ses and the 
apparent success of.a divisive shrewdness, 'the truer unity 
is widening its influence and that it win yet prevail. 

MR. AND MJ;lS. W. H. F~Y 

ON Saturday,' June 23, Rev. W. H. Frey was united 
. 'in marriage to Miss· Betty Tipp in Jarvis Street 
Baptist Church. A great host of ·friends were present 
to express their congratulations and Kood wishes to the 
happy couple, who are well known throughout our Union . 
churches. On the preceding evening, their .many friends 
in Jarvis ,street ,Church gathered to "'shower" upon 
them a great variety of useful and v·aluable gifts. Ap­
propriately the "shower" was held in the very Sunday­
school hall in which the bride, as a little girl, had 
accepte.d ·Christ as Saviour. . .J 

It is more than seven years since Mr. Frey came from 
Switzerland to the Toronto Baptist Seminary to Ifill the 
double rol~ of student in theplogy and professor of 

I French. He has acquitted himself of both tasks with 
distinction and has also won the esteem and affection of 
all on the various fields where he has laboured as mis­
sionary-pastor or presented the needs of the French 
work. His charming bride, who is also ·a 'French special­
ist, will, we are sure, share in the high regard which 
all have for her husband, as she already shares in his 
burden for preaching the Gospel to French-speaking 
persons. It is said that riiarriages' ·are· made in heaven, 
and to this we give ~ur full assent in this' particular 
case; though we also happen to know that the ·happy 
romance had its beginning on earth in the soirees 
frant;aises held in connection with the French classes of 
the Seminary. 

Until-transportation to Switzerland is made available, 
,Mr. Frey win continue his labours.in 'Canada among our 
French-speaking population: To. whatever sphere of ser­
vice the Lord may in' the future direct this fine Chris­
tian couple, they will 'be followed by the prayers of all 
our Union Churches. We wish to express to them 'the 
sincere .good wishes of THE GOSPEL WITNESS and its 
readers both now and for the' future. 

-W.S.W. 

"Where we are in a minDrity, we claim religious . 

liberty in the itame Df YDur principle. Where we are 

a majDrity we refuse it to. YDU in the Dame Df Dll1'II." 

A French ROllllJll Caeiaolfe Publicf& 

ROMANIST ENCROACHMENTS IN THE 
ARMY 

"FROM the occup.ation forces in Germany, one of our 
boy.s wrItes the following note telling of Roman 

Catholic ,propaganda among the troops. It is strange 
indeed that the organization that did everything within 
its 'power to defeat the Allied cause in 'Europe and in 
Canada, should be given ·special privileges to strengthen 
its influence among our men in the armed forces. This 
soldier's letter read thus: t 

During the past,three weeks films of Roman Catholic 
origin and support have been shown in our formation. 
To-night another one is' to be shown; It is entitled 

. "·Patrick the Great';, starring Peggy Ryan ·and Donald 
O'Connor! I do not go 'to any of these, but one must 
read the Daily Orders and also I have been told by the 
men attending who express an ill-feeling towards them. 

The Auxiliary Ser~ice for 'our formation is a Roman 
Catholic one. Of course they differ ·in other fo.rmations 
-for example "The Sal Army" would be with another 
outfit. Believe me, I take a very serious view o.f Roman 
Catholic encroachments. Every step they t~ke is wrap­
ped up with the most subt~e propaganda. 

The Roman Catholic Church at the beginning of the 
war claimed and received the special privilege of having 
proportionat~ly twice as many chaplains 'as t:p.e Protes­
tant denominations were allowed. It has largely dictated 
Canada's po}i.cy through its puppet, Mr. Mackenzie King, 
and vetoed tl1e wishes of eight provinces out of .nine in 
the matter of conscription. Its propaganda department 
censures movie films and magazines, and by fear, its 
controls the editorial policy of almost every newspaper in 
the country, And withal the Roman priests do not pay 
income tax. Like' this young" soldier who has fought 
through the Italian and European campaigns, an' in­
'creasingly large number of people are beginning to take 
a serious view of Roman Catholic encroachments. It is 
hi-goh time to awake! 

-:-W.,s. W. 

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 

WHEN Capt. C. J. Feaver, returned fro.m his recent 
western tour of the-"huts" of the So.ldiers' and Airmen's 

Christian Association, he told me that he found whole towns 
simply plastered with adver.tisements o.f Jeho.vah's Witnesses. 
Driving alongoone of Toronto's principal streets last Satur­
day night I saw at least two. to· a, block with "sandwich­
board" arrangements, papers to sell, tracts to give, holding 
conversations; etc. It is of the utmost imp-ortance that we 
should warn people against this pernicious sect, which denies " 
almost everything distinctly ,Christian, such ·as the Trinity 
of the Godhead, the deity of the man Jesus, His 'bodily 
resurrection on the third day, His future bodily return to 
earth, etc. 

We have before, written of a small tract by Rev. Jo.hn 
Cheshire, Presbyterian missionary o.n furlo.ugh from India, 
,which may be h~d from him at Box 246, Toronto, at 40c 
,per hundred. Mr. Cheshire has now prepared an open letter 
to go with the tract,. showing' from Scripture the unscrip­
turainess o.f the teachings o.f the followers of the late 
"Judge" Rutherfo.rd, this letter to go in an envelope o.n 
which are printed words to the effect that 'the enclosed will 
set you on your guard against the teachings of' Jehovah's 
Witnesses.' Mr. Cheshire informs me that he can furnish 
copies of the letter, envelopes so printed together with tracts 
at $5.00 per thousand fo.r the whole three. We heartily 
commend this "ammo". 

-W.G.B. 
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CANADIAN- CATHOLICISM JOINS HANDS 
WITH SOUTH AMERICAN CATHOLICISM 

It has been seen how the force of circumstances, if one 
may dare say !l0, has constrained ~ur government to 
choose a part of the, accredited diplomatic personnel to 
those lands from French-Canadian circl~s. The action of 

,..,wO articles in last week's edition of this paper dis-, individuals can' only strengthen that, of our diploma~s. 
~ cussed' Roman CathoIici·sm· in South America and In the above paragraph,' "force of circumstances" is 

the designs of the Hierarchy to exdude all Protestant' a suave, .priestly phra§le for the domination of Canadian,. 
missionaries from the various countries of·that .contin- politics by the French Roman Catholic Hierarchy. 
ent . .'In both those discussions it was particularly em- Through its puppet Pr~mier, ,Mr. Ma,ckenzie King, it con­
'phasized that North American Roman' Catholics, who .. trois' not only Canada but our foreign representatives 
Claim full liberty for themselves and who love to make· in 'South America imd .elsewhere. Here is -to be found 
a show of their enthusiasm for freedom of speech on this the real nplanation of the solid block that Quebec gave 
continent, have taken a leading part in the campaign ,to Mr. King in the recent elections: the priests trust Mr. 
deny that 's·ame freedom to Protestants in South Am- King to ·do their :bidding and to appoint their I men to 
erica. Their action in so doing should be a ·warning to rimportant key ,posi.tions. . 
citizens of the. United -States and ·Canada that we have . -W. S. W. 

· in . our. midst a' determined, highly-organized group of 
men ·who. hate our democratic· way of life and would 
gladly, if they dared, destroy every liberty we now 
possess. We do' IlQt refer to the rank and file of Roman 
Catholics, hut to their leaders. It is- a ,car-dinal .principle 
of Romanism that: "It is in no way lawful to demand, 
to defend, or to grant, unconditional freedom of 'thought, 
o~ speech~ of writing or o~ religion, as if they were so 
many'rights that nature has given to man." So:. said 
Pius XIII in his encyclical Ietter on liberty. The doc-

· trine was by no means origi:p.al with ·him; it is merely.a 
statement of the practice of the Roman Catholic Church 
that is written with the 'blood of millions of martyrs. 

It is of the utmost importance for 'citizens of this 
Dominiop and of the United States to realize that Ro· 
manism is essentially the same in their countries as it 
is in ,South America, in Spain; and in Italy. In lands 
where the, Roman Church has enjoyed the 'undisputed 
religious monopoly for centuries, its fruits are seen ill 
the ignorance, poverty, superstition, ~nd vice of the 

. masses. Her.e Roman. Catho}i.cs enjoy the liberties, the 
culture,. the .opportunities· guarabteed by our Protestant 
heritage, but at :b'ottom the principles and doctrin~ of 
the Roman Church are the. same as in those backward 
lands. Though the leopard .cannot change its spots, it 
may, by' force of circumstances, put on. a subdued air and 
meekly perform a few tricks that seem to prove to an 
unsuspecting public that its trainer has transformed 
its nature into something as kind and gentle as a little 
kitten. But the inna·te lust for bloo,d' wm show itself 
without warning, if the tr~iner turns his back but for 
a ·moment. So Rome even in these lands of liberty, can-

· not :be trusted; it is but waiting the opportunity to en­
slave .us· all,' spiritually and politically. 

Another e:xemplificati~n of the real identity of the 
seemingly different varieties of Catholicism found in 
North America and in -Soqth America, is to be found in 
'the French-language press of 'Quebec that reports the 
departure of a Catholic Action Mission from that Prov­
ince for an· Inter-American Catholic Action' Week in' 
Santiago, Chile. It is to' Cath9lic Action i~ South' Am-

_erica that we owe the intense opposition to oUr mission­
aries and the attempt to siIence them .• Commenting on 

. the departure of. this "benevolent mission" to ,So·uth .. Am-' 
erica, Le Devoir says: 

It is we, perforce; who are the nearest to Americans 
who s}leak !Spanish and Portuguese. We have the same 
cultural. background and. the same religious' heritage: 
our langu.age (French) is the second language of all 
the cultivated elite of those 'coUlitries. 

We must form more and more intimate relations with 
them •. 

LETTER FROM WINNIPEG 
BETHANY BAPTIST CHURCH 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 
. June 14, 1945 .• -

Dear Dr. ·Shields: 
We thought you might be interested in . having a little 

report of the work in Bethany -Regular Baptist 'Church in 
Winnipeg, for the pages of THE GOSPEL WITN·ESS as well as 
for your prayerful interest.' • 

Since our coming'to Bethany in the mi4dle of January, 
things have continued much as they weret under· the blessing 
of the Lord. We have recently, however, opened a Building 
Fund account; our first step towards a· new building and a 
new lflcation, essentials to the future of the Regular Baptist 
cause in Winnipeg. . 

Recently we' b~ptized one, with others now. requesting 
baptism. 'Two others have asked for membership with us, 
so we are enjoying a few drops of blessing. . 

'May 27th found us enjoying the fellowship of, Dr. J .. 'B. 
Rowell of Victoria, B.C. :In our morning~ service he spoke 
from the story of Elijah on ,Mount Carmel; and that after­
noon found us again'in our little church, which was crowded 
beyond capacity. Dr. Rowell told the story of transferring 

. an image' of the 'Madonn~ and Child from a church in ,Shef-
field, ,England, to the Archbishop's palace in York; and with 
his able application of the truth of God, the company was 
richly, blessed. . That evening we . w.ent to the Playhouse 
Theatre auditorium in downtown Winnipeg, and J;)r. -Rowell 
spoke on "The Roman ,Mass ve.!sus the ,Christ. of Calvary." 
Here a large audience greetect us, and God richly blessed 
in the evening meeting." . 

The following Monday and Tuesday evenings, Dr. Rowell 
spoke for the Protestant :League,. to audiences of between 
eight hundred and one thousand' people. His able presenta­
tion of the errors of -Romanism, 'backed 'by his extensive 
knpwledge and experience, thrilled 'those who heard him. 
Thus the battle 'goes on and victories continue to be our 
portion. 

Yours in the fellowship of the Gospel; 
EARJL V; PHIJ'LLIPS, Pastor. 

"YEA, HE IS ALTOGETHER WVELY" 
"There is One, so fair; so bright, 

So good, so gracious! ILove, imd Life, 'and Light, 
Are His' rich titles. Oh, for Him I long 
To be my Hope, my Joy, my 'Strength; my :Song! 
Earth's shadow melts in conquering light away 
Before the rising Daystar's earliest ray." 

~F. R. Hav~rgal. 

8PURGEON'S HUMI-LITY 
"We find that we have nothing whereof to' glo~y, and 

if we had, the very worst place in which to' hang it out 
would he a pulpit; for there we are brought daily to feel 
ou·r own insignificance and nothingness." . 

I 
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: News of Union l:hnrches 
Annual Confer~nce of Northern Churches 

The· Annual Assocration meeting of the North-western 
Regular Baptist ·Churehes held in the F1;rst Baptist Church, . 
,Sault ~Ste. Marie, from June 12th-14th, were days of rich fel­
lowship and rejoicing in Christ. As glowing reports were 
brought by ··the individual pal;ltors of blessing and expansion 

. in the work of the 'Lord, it was abundantly evident that each 
of the northern churches had become a soul-saving centre in 
itself from which the Word of Life was broadcast to the 
farthest outlying districts. Two churches were welcomed to 
the fellowship of the Association when the· First Baptist 
Churc;h of Sault Ste. Marie and the Kipling Baptist Church 
were received. It was a happy coincidence which brought 
representatives of other· ,associations· from Orima and the 
Ottawa Valley when Rev. R. D. Guthrie, a special speaker, 
and Rev. George Hicks and his bride on their honeymoon 
brought greetings from other ·brethren of like precious faith. 
This. reporter who arrived early at· the Soo and preached 
Sunday evening in ·Mr. Charlton's Church can witness to the 

. warm welcome of these folks. Brother John Boyd, the erst­
, while. Moderator could testify that some kind souI- even 

brought him a pound of butter when he mentioned the short­
age in the restaurants. . From· beginning to end the confer­
ence was "marrow and fatness," a 'Mount of Transfigu'l'ation 
experience indeed. Each speaker led us to behold "no man 
save Jesus only." Rev. H. C. Slade uplifted the New Testa­
ment 'Church and its Head, the Lord Jesus Christ. Rev. R. 
D. Guthrie brought us ·to a consideration of things of prim­
ary importance ~n life and Rev. 'R. E. J. ·,Brackstone outlined 
a complete ,Christian as set forth in Second Peter. 

The French missionaries, Brother Yvon Hurtubise and 
Pastor Trudel- with Rev. W. J. Wellington interpreting, gave 
us a first-hand account of the triumphs of God's free· grace 
among those held captive by a system of salvation by works. 

Reports of_ summer .fields were given by Pastors :Murray 
Heron of N oranda and George Delaney of Geraldton. 
,Churches represented were Timmins, N.oranda, Val d'Or, ,Fort 
William, ~ault Ste. Marie, Sudbul'Y., Geraldton, Kipling, 
Orillia, Dalesville and ·Brownsburg. \ 
. Rev. W. N. Charlton was elec~ed 'Moderator for the com­

ing year and Rev .. W. C. Tompkins is again ,Secretary. Next 
year the brethren are to meet at 'Sudbury. 

. -REV. W. C: TOMPKINS. 

Kitchener Park 
The Kitchener Park, Baptist ,Mission is composed of mem­

bers who are very zealous and; to our encouragement, ex­
emplify a willingness to devote their time and· talent to· the 
work. Since coming here only a few weeks ago, the meetings 
hav:e been well attended. We have a splendid Sunday School 
which is blessed with capable teachers. Last Wednesday, 
two followed their Lord in· baptism, the service !being held 
in Scarbo~o Baptist Church where Rev. D. Dinnick is pastor .. 
Two ·campaign·s are being planned for the summer. A Daily 
Vacll;tion Bible School" for children will ibe heid from July 

. 9-24 and an evangelisti~ Campaign conducted some time in 
August. 

-H. Hood. 

A MINISTER'S PRIVATE PRAYER 
"If you can dip your pens into your hearts, appealing 

in earnestness to the Lord, you will write well; and if 
you c"an gather your matter on your knees at the gate 
of heaven, you will not fail to speak welL . . . The com­
mentators are good instructors, but the Author Himself 
is far .better, and prayer makes ·a direct 'appeal to Him, 
and enlists Him in our cau,se. . . . " . . 

C. H. SPURGEON, Lectures t~ My Students. 

Bible School LIBsson Outline 
Vol. 9 Third Quarter Lesson 27. 

OLIVE :... CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

SAUL THE· PHARISEE 
Lesson Text: Acts 7:54; 8:.s; 22:3-5, 19, 20 . 

July 8, 1945 

Golden Text: "But what things were gain to me, those I 
counted loss for Christ.n-Phil. 3:7. ' 

I. As .Student-Acts 22 :3. 

The Apostle Paul has had Ii. profound influence upon the 
thought and life of the ,Christian ,Church. His missionary 
zeal, his statesmanship, his travels and his writings, to say 
nothing of his· Godly life, have combined to ma~e him a m9st 
honoured servant of the Lord. To study the life and ministry 
of· the great Apostle should· be a profitable spiritual exercise. 
God needs such courageous, devoted men to-day. 

Saul boasted of his descent from. Abraham (Rom. 11:11; 
2 Cor. 11:22), and felt justly proud of his heritage as a 
Hebrew of the Hebrews, of the tribe of Benjamin (Acts 23:6; 
Phil. 3:5). He belong~d to the chosen race, the people to 
whom pertained the a{ioption, the covenant, the .oracles and 
the promises (Rom. 9 :4, 5) .. As an Israelite he shared thft 
hope that his people would one day enjoy the fulfilment of . 
the Messianic promises. 

Tarsus in Cilicia, Asia ·Minor, where Saul was born, was 
one of the greatest Greek cities of· the world (Acts 21 :39) , 

. and young ,saul .probably mingled in a social way with the 
Gentiles, and no doubt these contacts would modify ·his pre­
judices to a certain extent. His father was 'a Roman citizen 
(·Acts 22:27-29). Individual Jews were sometinj.es granted 
Roman citizenship in Greek cities of the Empire because of 
their high standing in the community or because of_ some deed. 
of valour. Saul's mother must have been a woman of piety 
alld strength· (2 Tim. 1:.3, 5; 3:14,15); , The son 'of his aunt 
was a young man of wisdom 'and courage (Acts 23:16-22). 
The home .environment is of' the utmost importance. in the 
training of the children. . " 

We do not know the exact date of Saul's birth;· he may 
have been born about the year 1 A.D., spending his boyhood 
in Tarsus at the time when our iLord was growing up in 
Nazareth. Tarsus was a centre of culture, ra University city, 
and the Apostle- would there come in touch with Graeco­
Roman civilization. But you~g Saul's religious training at 
home and in the synagogue was strictly· Jewish (Acts 26:4, 
5). :Later, when he was sent to Jerusalem to Rabbi 'Gamaliel, 
his father perhaps intended that young Saul should· also 
become' a rabbi. But God. had already separated him unto 
Himself (Gal. 1:15). The !Lord has a Divine pl'an for every 
life, and let us do alJ in our power to encourage the young 
people to find and fulfil the 'Lord's. purpose for them. 

Gamaliel was one of the greatest teachers of the' day, and 
seems to have been more" liberal in his outlook than most of, 
the rabbis. He is pictured as a just 'and reasonable leader 
(Acts ·5:34, ,35). 'It is true that the Holy Spirit will use any 
consecrated 'Christian, be he educated or not, but, other 
things being equal, a lr\0re 1;lJ.orough training will fit a man 
for larger al!d higher service for the bOrd.· It is no· accident 
that the two-outstanding leaders, Moses and Paul, took much 
time to' prepare themselves for. their ri~h ministry (Acts 
7:20-38). Urge the young· people to take advantage of their 
.opportunities. to equip themselves for the Lord's work. 

Saul's background was a blending of Je:wish, Roman and 
Greek elements, and thus in his own person he represented 
the three great civilizations of the time-:-the religious; the 
political and the cultural. The ·Lord chooses suitable in­
struments. for the high. tasks of His Kingdo~. 

II. As 'Councillor-Acts 7:54-60; 22:19, 20. 
, It seems probable that Saul was a member of the S~n­
hedrin Council before his conversio~, since he rekarks con-
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cerning the persecution of the saints, "I gave my vote against 
them" (Acts 26:10, Revised Version). The literal meaning 
of these words is the most natural one, although some think 
he may have been speaking metaphorically. He was young, 
probably about 30, but his religious zeal, his brilliant intellect, 
his knowledge of the law and the traditions of the elders, 
and his skill in debate would make him a desirable member 
of the Sanhedrin Council ,(,Gal. 1:12). 

It may be t}lat Saul was one of those who debated against 
Stephen and was overcome by the spirit" with which he spake 
(Acts 6:8-'10). As a member of the ICQuncil, ISaul would 
listen to the sermon of 'Stephen, who was charged with 

, criines against the law and against the temple (Acts 6:11-'14). 
He would hear Stephen accuse the Cou,ncil of the betrayal 
and murder of Christ (Acts 7: 52) . He would hear the 
testimony of God's faithful witness, and he evidently uttered 
no word of protest when the !Council did not even wait for 
a formal vote of condemnation, but rushed Stephen out of' 
the city to put him to "death (:Lev. 24:16; Numb. '15:35; Matt. 
21::38, '39). Little did .gaul think that in time to come he 
would be called upon 'to defend hirp.self before this same 
Council (Acts 23:1). _ 

Saul did not cast a stone at the .first martyr, but he was 
in the forefront of the, scene, standing by, holding the clothes 
of. the actual slayers. He gave consent" unto the stoning of 
Stephen (Acts_8:1), the Greek word used denoting not merely' 
passive assent, but active co-operation and complacent 
approval. This word is the one used of the 'Father's good 
pleasure in His :Son (Matt. 3:17). 

III. As Persecutor-Acts 8.:1-3; 22:4, 5. 
Saul thought that he was doing God service by 'persecut­

ing all who were followers of Christ, as was ,Stephen (John 
16:2; Phil. 3:6). The .sanhedrin gave him letters of authority 

, to the' Jewish brethren of the synagogues as ~e went from 
place to place, hunting out the Christians, even entering 
their homes and carrying men and women off to prison .(Acts 
9:1, 2, 13, 21; 26:9-11). In later life he bitterly regretted 
his actions (Gal. 1:13, 23; 1 Tim. 1:'13), and marvelled at 
the grace of God by which· he was saved, set apart and 
commissiQned (1 Tim. 1:11-16). By the grace of God the 
chief of !'Iinners became the chief of -the apostles (2 Cor. 
11:5; 12:11, 12; 1 Tim. '1:15). 

DAILY BIBLE REAillNGiS 
July 2 ........ Christ as a youth ............................. 'Lk. 2:41-52 
July ·3 ........ Timothy as a youth. c ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 Tim . .:L 
July 4 ........ The testimony of Stephen's life ............. Acts 6 
July 5 ........ The testimony of :Stephen.'s lips ..... Acts 7:30-53 
July 6 ........ All things else but loss ..................... c ••••••• Phil. 3 
July 7 ........ :Separated. unto the Gospel. ........................ Gal. 1 
'July 8 .... ; ... Entrust~d with the Gospel. .................... 1 Tim. 1 

SUGGESTED HYMNS 
I once was I!l.' stranger. , 
Out of my bondage, sorrow and night. 
The Son of God goes 'forth to war. 

D In the cross of Christ 'I glory. 
Free from the 'law. 
Father; I stretch my hands to Thee. 

BOOKS· BY DR. 'SHIELDS 
'''Other Little Ships" 

Beautifully bound in blue cloth with gilt letters, 280' pages. 

"The Adventures of a Modem Young 'Man" 
Bound in cloth, gilt letters. 

"The Plot That Failed" - . 

Special Dlustrated Number of Sept. 28th 

$1.00 

$1.00 

$1.00 

25c 

IDEAL GIFT FOR PASTOR, S1VDENT, OR OTH~R CHRISTIAN WORKER 

THE GOSPEL, ,WITNESS 
"The 'Gospel Witness" with copy of "Behind the Dictators" or "Antichrist" 

to any address postpaid-$2.00. 
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