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" ACCRETIONS IN

ROMAN DOGMAS AND PRACTICES

By ROMAN COLLAR

FEW years ago I made a study of the -bel:efs and
practlces of St. Patrick (family name, Succat), whose
birthplace is claimed by Scotland, Wales, Ireland and
Gaul. I was astonished at.their simplicity. Patrick
‘'was converted at sixteen. A cloud of legends surrounds

his life, but I found no references to Infallibility, Ceh-'

bacy, Transubstantmtlon Auricular Confession, etc.,
tenaciously held and taught by the Roman Church of
to-day.. (By the way, throughout this writing, .I shall
refer to that church as “Roman”, following the Creed of
Pius IV. So I mean no disrespect).
" 1 thought St. Patrick’s omissions peculiar in view of
the Roman claim, “Always the 3ame”.
years, T .have entered into my working Bible a record
of what I call “Accretions”.
with our readers:

< Of course, the moment “you speak of these dogmas and
practices as “accretions”, or as new teachings, you are
met with the hot arguments of Roman apologists that

no matter how late in the day this or that particular .

doctrine was “defined”—their own word—, confirmed,
or légalised, the same was held from the very beginning,
or it was émplicit in the deposit:-of faith given by Christ
to Peter or the' Apostles. Thus they erect what they
believe to be an unscaleable_wall.

Here’s how one Paulist Father argues: “What then is
meant by the definition of a new dogma—as, for example,
the Immaculate Conception (1854) and the Infallibility
of the Pope (1870)? Definition is not making of new
beliefs, but the infallible declaration that such belief is
part.of the original depogit of the faith handed down
from the Apostles.” (Italics ours).

But spend as long as you will, search with passxonate
diligence the New Testament, these two teachings’elude
you.- In fact, they are not there! This same writer
argues further, and with astonishing weakness: “If the
Protestants call the doctrine of Infallibility an addition

- to the faith because only defined in late years, on the
same principle they ought logically to call the doctrine of

Hence, for some-

These I desire to share -

the vamlty of Christ (defined in A.D. 325) new doc-
trine.” - Not at all, at all!
New Testament teaching, whereas- the two doctrines
‘specified are not. 'We read in Holy Scripture that Christ
‘was the Word, and “the Word was God.” Jesus speaks
of Himself thus: “Before Abraham was I am,” and “He
that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.” And John i;;
quite definite in speaking of Jesus as the “True God.”
But, I agk-again: Where are the Immaculate Conception
and Papal Infallxblhty taught ? -
-way analogy weakens further an extremely weak case!

Celibacy

Take another example. The Roman Church enjoins
Celibacy on its priests, but where is. it enjoined on the

The- Divinity of Jesus ts.

-

In very deed, the Con- -

Apostles' in the New Testament? Peter, the “first Pope,”- -

they almost grudgingly. grant, was married, but the in-
genious Conway ‘says that “Tradition declares that he
didn’t live with his wife after the Divine call.”” If we
,understand English at all, this is near to an accusation
‘of wife-desertion, hardly an admirable act on the .part
of the “first Pope.” But Jesus never broke up homes;
He united them. However, the Bible is clear even on
" this matter. I quote I Cor. IX: 5: “Have we not power
to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles,
and as the brethern of the Lord and Cephas?”’ Moffatt
puts- it in modern speech thus:
travel with a Christian wife, like the rest of the apostles,
like Cephas himself?”

This is erystal - clear—Peter’s.

“Have we no right to -

- wife travelled with him. A fig, then, for “tradition”

when tradition contradicts Scripture!

I leave this matter noting that Father - Conway——so
ineffective an apologist for Roie—is rather naive in
brushing off Peter’s marriage when he says: “What
matters. it,-however, whether -married or not? We have

the undoubted/ example and teaching of the Saviour and .-

Paul” But it does matter! No ore has the right to
cast doubt on definite Biblical teaching. And it must
have mattered to Mrs. Peter. -

Cm s A d e’ A an A oo

A she travelled about
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with him, any hint that she was not married to- her
companion would have been met with violent indignation.
And rightly s6. She may even yet have something to
_say. about these “doubts”. It is true that neither Paul
nor. Christ were marrled but where- did.either say that
marriage was. not-for the apostles? Remember that it.
is Paul who tells us that if he wanted to he had the
right to travel around with-a wife like Peter. So he had.
" Truth to tell, as Sabatier.says in his Religions of Au-
thority; “It.is impossible to imagine a greater delusion
than that .of the Roman- Catholic Church when it seeks
to.discover its own image in this primitive society.” No,
the modeirn. Roman Church is not within the confines of
the. New Testament. Nothing is more manifest.  This
we-ghall see as we continue.

Other teachlngs are noted in that very useful Blble
of mlne
" . The Priestly Caste

There is none such in the New Testament. I have
read with scupulous care an early " writing, called
1 Clement, written between A.D. 75 and A.D.'80. Little
that is certain is known of this writer, and the book that
bears his name is believed to be a Letter sent by the,
Church of Rome to the Church at Corinth. My point is,
1 Clement is a first century document. “Tradition”, I
might add, has it that he was the third or fourth Bishop
of Rome. The book has to do largely with trouble over
certain Presbyters who had been removed by the -Corin-
thian Church without cause. They had fulfilled ‘the
work of the ministry “blamelessly.” (1 Clem. 45:6). The
writer—or Church at Rome—advises “Who then among
you is noble, who is compassionate, who is filled with
love? Let him ery: ‘If sedition and strife and divisions
have arisen on-my account, I will depart, I will go away

whrthersoever you will, and I will obey the commands of‘
the people; only let the flock of Christ have peace w1th

"the presbyters (elders) set over it’.” (54:1, 2).

. This doesn’t sound like a Pope or prelate of to-day!;

The “anathema”, so popular and so strident in the de-%

hverance of Popes and Councils in later years, is notI
even whispered here. All through,.1 Clement is a kindly,:.
wise Lefter, even a pleading epistle to recalcltrant

churchmen. No dread Episcopal authority is exercised.’-

Christ’s name and Christ’s words are often quoted, and-
men are begged not to “tear” the Church asunder. (And:
scholars will please observe that Clement alternates

episcopos with the presbuteroi, giving the same weight~

to eéach, making the one a synonym for the other. This .

is definite in 1 Clem. 45:4, 5, and confirmed in 54:2, ete.
Thus Hort was right, ds this ancient document shows.)

. The thought of a superior prlestly class ., was utterly
repugnant to the mind of Christ. The “great” was to be
the “servant”; the “high” were to be brought down from
their exalted state, the “lowly” lifted up. ,The Elder
was a Bishop and the Bishop an Elder. Make the Com-
munion Table a scene of “sacrifice” and ‘“‘priestly” func-
tions emerge and “Elder’s” functions subside! The
sacerdotal is never absent from the sacrificial in religion.
And it is on record that the sacerdotal does not emerge,
till the second century. And then the stirrings were but
the faintest.

Transuhslanhatlon

With the evolution of the simple meal ‘at whlch our
+ Lord presided, commonly called the Lord’s Supper, to a
sacrificial act at which a priest premded clothed with.
elaborate vestments, it became readily apparent that’
there-must be—had to be—a victim, a sacrifice. So the
Victim became Jesus. The bread became His _very body,
the wine, His very blood. So He was.(is) offered up at
.each Mass. That is Rome’s teaching. ; L

Was it always s0? In answer read of the Instxtutxon
in Matthew 26:26-29, and read 1 .Cor. 11:23-29, That..
answers the quesbxon from the New. Testament.

~But what of the ancient Church? I 'answer from the
Didache or The Teaching of the Twelve .Apostles, a-
document. that belongs fo the: first or. early in the
second century. This is a manual of instruction. How
the Eucharist is to be held is explicitly commanded: ’ :

“And conicerning the Eucharist, hold (the) Eucha-
rist thus: First, concerning the Cup, ‘We gwe
‘thanks to Thee, our Father, for the Holy Vine of
David, Thy Child, which, Thou didst make known to
‘us through Jesus, Thy Child; to Thee be glory for -
ever.” And concerning the broken bread: *We givé -
Theé thanks, our Father, for the life and knowledge

_“which Thou didst make known to us through Jesus
Thy Child. To ‘Thee be glory for ever...”” " "

"Here you have the slmphclty that is in. Christ..

The fathers, Ignatius, Justin, and Irenaeus-ascribe to
the Supper "a helpful influence on the body and spirit of
the communicant, but for them the bread and the wine
remain unchanged. But Cyprian, near the middle of the
third century, speaks. of the Sacrament as a repetition of
Christ on the cross! In the ninth century, Paschesius
Radbertus, abbot of the French Monastery at Corbie,
distinctly advocated Transubstantiation, ‘though a monk -

(¢ Conunud on page 12) L L
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PRAYER FOR FRANCE -

'ORE than a cenfury ago a great French wrlter,

Victor Hugo, wrote the following prayer for his be-
loved country. We quote part of the poem in the orlgmal
followed by our prose translation:

“0O Dieu! si vous avez la France sous vos 'ail'es,
Ne souffrez pas, Seigneur, ces luttes éternelles,
Cette guerre, toujours plus sombre et plus profonde,
Des partis au pouvoir, du pouvoir aux partis,
_ d’aversion des grands qui ronge les petits,
- Et toutes ces rumeurs, ces chocs, ces cris sans nombre,
Ces systdmes affreux échafaudés dans ’ombre,
Qui font que le tumulte et 1a haine et le bruit
Emplissent les discours, et qu’on entend la nuit
A Yheure oli le sommeil veut des moments tranquilles,
iLes lourds canons rouler sur le pavé des villes!

We hesitate to add our tran.slation to these lines, but
for the sake of our readers who do not understand French
we offer the following paraphrase: :

O God, if Thou hast France under Thy .care, suffer not,
Lord, this eternal warfare . . . this war, ever darker and
deeper, of the parties against authority, of authority
against the parties; the aversion of the great who devour
the poor; and all these rumours, these shocks, these
numberless cries; these-frightful systems that build their
scaffolds in the dark and fill our speech with tumult,
hatred and noise, and that makes us hear at night, at
the very hour of sleep, the heavy wheels of the cannon

_.rolling on the streets of our:towns.

-If the words of this prayer bring tears to .the ‘eyes

of "'the friends of -France who have been spared the.

horrors ‘- that accompanied the fall, the invasion and
the subsequent ocecupation, how much more poignantly
must it affect those patriotic .Frenchmen who have suf-
fered at the hands of the German conqueror unspeakable

privations of the material necessities of life, and worse -

things still in the realm of the mind? We are sure that
" Victor Hugo's prayer for France-is often on their hearts
if not on their lips, and it will serve to reassure them,
as it does us, that France will rise again. Many times
in her long history has she seemed to be utterly criished

to the earth, only to rise again with greater glory than.
This was true in Victor Hugo’s day a eentury
ago; it was true when the Germans overran France in °
1870; we shall see it come to pass again in-our own

before.

day. The recovery of France will, we are confident,

astonish the world and cause all her friends and admirers |

to rejoice, for the world owes much to France.

We often think of the French Protestants, and..espe- )
cially of our own Baptist brethren in France. As-ardently
sincere patriots they will have suffered unspeakable .

anguish of mind in seeing their beloved land prostrate
under the heel of a ruthless foe. Our last word from
France, dating' back almost three years now, was that
scores of the young men from our 'churches weré prison-
ers of war. One of the older pastors had two sons

in the hands of the enemy. The reports that reach this -
country of restrictions imposed upon _e\iexjything-impos- .

able, lead us to think that the German régime is a planned
and systematic scheme of slow starvation for the present
generation and of extermmatlon for the one to come.
By their fiendish ingenuity in attempting’ to stifle the
national life of France, the Germarns are- treasuring up
wrath for themselves against a day of judgment that

will break in unexpected fury on them when the time
is ripe. ~
But of this we are also sure:

¢ grace of God as we in this country are.

countrymen, they are holding- forth the Word of* life,
as only one Frenchman can to another. As soon as ‘the

way of communication is opened to us once more, they"

will, we are sure, tell us that these thirigs have fallen

(503);3-

Our French Bap__tlst?
_brethren are as staunch and true to the Gospel of the
In the midst of '
the fiery trials that have befallen them and their fellow

out rather unto the furtherance of the Gospel, And in the -

meantime, cut off from our financial support, they crave
as never before that we should labour with them in our
prayers to God for them. The time will come, and we

hope and trust that it will not be long, when we shall.
- be able to transmit funds to minister to their needs..

But the way through the ¢hrone of grace has never been
cut off; let us pray for them without ceasing.

It may well be that in the course of the next few
months, we shall be once more in touch with our brethren

"in, France and Belglum Our Union treasury has been

accumulating a fund against that day that now amounts.

to something in the neighbourhood of several thousand.

dollars. But this will not go far in the face of such
a pressing need as will confront us when the time comes.

We therefore write this article to suggest that this French,

Bible Mission fund should be enlarged by special offer-

. ings, so that at the last moment, “there may be no col- -

lections”. As we pray, let us also give, so that without

delay when the call comes, we shall be ready to. respond . .

to it at once.—W.S.W.

RADIO SERVICE
(News by Wire ‘from the Editor)“'

is in Baltimore at a meeting of the American
Council of Christian Churches, brings the good
news that the American Council of Christian
Churches has received definite guarantee of a
weekly religious service over all outlets of the
Transcontinental Blue Network. '

Further word next week.

The Editor is having a splendid time in
_Baltimore.'Camden. New York and Philadel- .
-phla—and says, "Give my warmest greetings
to all Witness readers”. In his telegram he .
.describes the American Council. meetings us'

B really victorious". :

" AMERICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES |
GUARANTEED WEEKLY RELIGIOUS |

A telegram received from Dr. Shields, who I
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A SPLENDID EXAMPLE

AST week we received a letter from a little boy i
Guelph enclosing $1.00—fee for membership. in THE .

CANADJAN PROTESTANT LEAGUE. Here is the letter:

“Dear Dr. Shields:

“I wish to join THE CANADIAN Pno'rm'rAN'r LEAGUE. I am
a boy eleven years old, and have been reading, “Behind the
Dictators”, and THE Gosrm. WiTness; and I decided that
I would do my utmost t6 stand up for the real truth. ]

“I am enclosing with my letter the petition to the President
of the Canadian Nat:onal Railways, and hope it is not too
late.

“I have several coples of THE GOSPEL W]ITNESS, and am
getting more from a relation. If you have pamphlets or
tracts that would show up Roman Catholicism to a bellever
in it, would you please send the price of them.

Yours respeci?fully, :
(Signed)- —"

We have long felt that nothing is more necessary

than that we should enlist the boys and girls in the work

of THE PROTESTANT LEAGUE. We have written Paul a -

letter of.thanks and encouragement, and have suggested
that he do- his best to get other boys and girls to join
THE LEAGUE. We now suggest to all readers of THE
(:0SPEL WITNESS who _may be members of THE CANADIAN
PROTESTANT LEAGUE, ‘that they have' then- chlldren join
THE LEAGUE also.

It is important that we should get the rising genera-
tion to read Protestant literature. When a boy of eleven

years of age can be stirred as our young friend was by -

the reading of such a solid book as, “Behind the Dicta-
tors”, it seems to us imperative that we should imme-
diately try to enlist all the chxldren, and then to supply
them with literature that will give them information of
the Protéstant question. If you are not a member of
“THE LEAGUE, join at once—and get your husband or wife,
and all your relatives, and. partlcularly the children, to
join with you. . .

We print once more the two clauses of the Constltu-
tion it is necessary that people should know before they
join THE LEAGUE,-and.below these two clauses an apphca-
- tion form such as we received from our young friend in
Guelph. Let us see how many boys and girls we can
enroll in THE CANADIAN PROTESTANT LEAGUE. If you are
a Sunday School teacher, or a Sunday School Superin-

tendent, talk it up to the children of your Sunday School. -

If you are a Pastor, mention it from the pulpit, and
urge all your people to join. By this means we shall
greatly extend THE LEAGUE'S influence.

Following are the c]auses from the Constitution, and
appllcatlon form: .

ARTICLES IL and III. of the CONSTITUTION of
THE CANADIAN PROTESTANT LEAGUE

II. OBJECT . o

1. THE' CANADIAN PROTESTANT LEAGUE shall have as its
chief objects the preservation, maintenance, and assertion
of the traditional, civil, and religious liberties of British
subjects. .

2. To this end THE LeacUE acknowledges the Bible to be .

the divinely inspired record which God has given to.us of
His Son, who is therein revealed as the one and only Sacrifice

" for sins, the one and only Saviour, the one and only Mediator

- between God and men, and the one and only Person to

s

ﬁAM.E (MY, Mrs., Miss, Rev.)

7 .

» whom universal authority in heaven and on earth has 'l;een

given; and THE LEAGUE therefore acknowledges the Bible
as’'being the supreme authority in religion; and in agreement
therewith THE LEAGUE will endeavour to practise, defend,
mamtam, and propagate the.great doctrines and pnnclples

of the Protestant Reformation.

3. And all this in contradlstmctlon to, and in defence
against, the-supreme authorxty falsely claimed by the Roman
Catholic Church; and also against the Roman Church’s
political methods of propagating its tenets, and of extending
and exercising this illegitimate authority. . -

III. MEMBERSHIP:

. 1. Any person who by sfgning‘ an application for member- .

ship shall declare that he or she is in agreement with Section
II. of this Constitution, and shall thus undertake to endeavour
to fulfil its provisions, and who shall pay.the prescribed

‘membership fee, shall thereby become a member, and shall

receive a membership cerl:iﬁc'gte hereinafter provided for.
2. The annual membership fee shall be One Dollar, payable
when apphcatlon for membership is signed.
_ THE CANADIAN PROTESTANT LEAGUE
".130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto' 2, Canada
I .'hereby affirm my agreement with Article II. of the Con-

stitution, as- on the reverse side of this envelope, defining
the objects of THE LEAGUE, and apply for enrollment as

a member. I understand that within about two weeks of

the receipt of this application, accompanied by $1.00 member-
ship fee, I shall receive a Certificate :of. Membership, includ-

" ing receipt of fee. . .
$1.00 Membership Fee Enclosed....... —— Promised.............

Donation, over and above fee, Enclosed........ Promised.........:

) - . BLOCK LETTERS
ADDRESS -

CHURCH AFFILIATION

BOOKS BY DR. T. T. SHIELDS
“The Adventures of a Modern Yeung Man" .. SI 00
"The Oxford Gnup Movomenf Analyzed” ____ - 05"
25 copies 1.00

"Why | Believe the Ropture Cannot Pracede

-the Tribulation.” Also ''The Meaning of
the Parousia’”. In Booklet of 32 pages __ .10

~ 20 copies 1.00
About 30 War Sermons from “"A Sword Bathed . '

in Heaven" to the Sermon in this issue—
postpaid, individual sermons, each __..__. .10

The - Gospel ‘Witness, publisﬁod weekly, per
T ORAUM e © 2,00 .

Address: THE GOSPEL WITNESS,
130 Gerrard St. East, Toronfo... Can.
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. with' the reason for things:

- other books.
:were moved. by the Holy Ghost.” They wrote by ‘divine
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SHOULD WE FEEL SORRY FOR BERLIN" C -

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shlelds ] .
Preached in Jarvxs Street Baptist Church, 'l‘oronto Sunday Evemng, Novembe'r 28th, 1943
('Stenographlcally Reported) -

- . . " "“Then the 'Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brlmstone and fire from’

* " the Lord out of heaven; -

“And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the mhabltants of- the

cities, and that which grew upon the ground.

*“But his wife looked back from behind h1m, and she became a pl]lar of salt.
“And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place where he stood before

~the Lord:

“And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah,.and toward all the land of the plam, -
and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a fumace Pee

‘Genesis 19:24-28.

T the close of the service this morning a little girl

of about twelve years of age ‘came to me with” her
Bible and said,
comes to. our school to teach us the Bible”—she named
him, but I shall not do so—“he tells us that the Old
Testament is not true; that it is .only a collection of
stories.” ‘I wish those who so earnestly advocate the

~teaching of re11g15n in our public schools would take

note. - Whenever the state undertakes to teach' religion
it always leads to trouble. The principle is wrong, and
it involves the problem of finding teachers competent to
teach the Word of God. - fes

Fortunately, this little glrl from our" Sunday School

-had been biblically inoculated, and was. immune to the

unbelief which “the visiting clergyman would have in-
stilled into her mind.

of God. It suggests the importance of getting "that
truth into young mmds before the devil sows- therein
his tares. . .

I must here repeat \yhat I have often said-‘to you'
in one way or another, that the historical portions-of the

" Old Testament — and, indeed, of the New.— are much

more than mere chronicles: of events: they furnish us
; Again and again the Old
Testament says that this or that man “did that which
was evil_in the sight of the Lord.” While in the view of

- men, he seemed eminently wise perhaps, and enjoyed

their applause, in the sight of the Lord what he did was

evil. On ‘the other hand, there were men of whom it’
. was written, they “did that which was right in the
.sight of the Lord.”

Perhaps they had to pay for the

doing -of it; perhaps their names .were held in low

.esteem in some quarters for what they did; but what
. they d1d was “rlght in the sight of the Lord.”

It is in that respect that the Bible differs .from’ all
It was written by. men who “spake as they

inspiration of things, not as they ‘appeaied to men, .but
as they appeared “in the 'sight of the Lord.”” . We have
in the Old Testament a philosophy of history, a .defini-

closure of the mevntable, mexorable, operation of moral
law

“There is a certain clergyman who

She had been taught that the-
Bible, from Genesis to Revelatlon is the msplred Word

the fraction of a second a century in advance.

" Here 'we have an’ ancient story, much disliked, -and
by the critics, generally discounted—on-many grounds:

among others, on €thical grounds, assuming that a holy - -

God could not visit with. destruction the people of an-
entire city.. Yet the Bible says that that is exactly what
occurred. There were. no human agencies employed in
effecting the divine purpose. Brimstone and fire, it is
said, were rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah, and other
cities of the plam b1/ the Lord, and from the Lord out

-of heaven.- : RN

What -have you ‘to say about that" We shall return

‘4o ‘this’ again, .for it is not'a singular incident: there

are’ many others which belong in the same category.

. But'I ‘desire to.bégin with you-this evening by the dis-

cussion of certain principles, and when we have come to
an understandmg of those principles we may see them

-illustrated  in some of these d1v1ne1y msplred hlstorical ’
'records : S

I

Nothing' is more self-evident than that.we ‘live, not
only in a world of order, but in a universe of order;

“that the realm of which we are perhaps but an 1nﬁmte-

simal and yet mestlmably important part is not a multi-
verse;, but a universe; and that it is, in every part of
it—not only in the obv10usly animate creation with
which we are familiar, but in every atom, ruled- by law.

" The silccession of the seasons; the vicissitudes of day

and night, summer and winter; the orderly procession
of the planets—the precise movements of the great
spheres removed from us by incalculable dlstances, all
suggest. that théy are subject to unvarying and mvarl-
able law.

- Some years -ago 4 group of sclentlsts met in Spain

to ‘observe, a total ‘eclipse of the sun; and, report-

ing their observations, they declared -that they could
predict such an eclipse and the time of its occurrence to
.Perhaps
you-would say -that is a tribute to science? Yes; it .is. -
But-who -is the greater, the .one who is able to read the

"face 'of the- clock,” or ,the -One Who miade the clock to
...keep such accurate time that it requires no re-settmg
-no ‘repairs, through all the- millennia ¥’

tion of the relation of cause and effect, a divine dis- -

"You can study the same principle in miniature in the

‘'minutest parts of God’s creation. If you have a micros--
g "cope powerful enough, you may read it in “the snow- .

-+
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flakes that were falling so gently and beautifully as we
came to church this evening. "You may read it in the
flowers, in every blade of grass; you may read it far
below the earth’s surface where “there is a vein for the
silver,” in “a place for gold where they fine it.”

It is a law of nature for fire to burn. If you put your
hand in the flame, or on the electric plate, you will get
burned—or something” even worse. It is a natural law
that poison kills. I know, alas, that some men of science
attempt to discount the great First Cause—and as some
- men of science have said, make it their business to push
the great First Cause back as far as possible. Yet in
all realms of scientific investigation and discovery, you
you will find that the abler the investigator, the keener
his discernment, the more likely he is to recognize the
* inevitability and inexorability of the operation of
Nature’s laws. The man of science does not play with
poisons or with fire: he knows that continuance in life
depends- upon an understanding of thelr laws, and ‘a
willing " obedlence to them.

I could multlply illustrations; but I merely suggest
the principle, and proceed farther to say that it is evi-
dent also that we live in, and are subject to, a moral
order. The universe consists of something more than
physical law. There are laws which have to do with
the oughtness of things, with right and wrong, good
and evil; and those laws are.just as much a part of
‘the universe, and of the universal reign of law, as are
the,operatlons of physical forces which, because we have
been able to observe the method of their operation, we
are pleased to call laws of nature.

: There are moral laws that are written in the very
physmal constitution of every human being. The differ-
ence._between human creatures and others is that the
human is a moral being. That is to say, we are given
ablhty ‘to distinguish between right and wrong, and a
-will by -which to govern our conduct and fashion our
characters accordihgly. And the laws of the mnioral
realm are just as inexorable and inevitable—something
that cannot be pleaded against—as the physical laws of
nature. You cannot entreat the inexorable: it will not
hear -your prayer. Law is law, and it will inexorably
exact its penalty. Both in the physical and moral
.realms, inexorability 'is inherent in the law itself; it
.contains intrinsically a principle of retribution, as in-
escapable as the constituents of dynamlte, or TNT. The
law is judge and jury and executioner in one. “Be not
deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever ‘a man
soweth, that shall he -also reap. For he that soweth to
his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that
soweth to'the Spirit. shall of the Spirit reap life ever- °
lasting.”

. You-ask, “What about that diviner revelation 'which
we have 'in-the New Testament? You are now speaking
of Old Testament principles.”

.ing of. principles which inhere in the very nature of
Deity, and in the constitution of the universe, which
constitution is bat a transcription of His -own nature,

and is what it is because God is what He is. A ‘God"

of law and order could not possibly bring into existence
a disorderly universe. There is no greater mistake
than to attempt to put a difference between the :Old
and New Testaments, between the economy of law. and
the economy of-gr\ace: they are one and-the same. Grace

~No, I am not. The..
" New Testament is not diviner than the Old. I am speak-

does -not ignore, much less does it set at nought, the
divine law: it recognizes and fulfills it.

.What about the great truth of which we were smg-

ing just now, “Jesus my Lord is crucxﬁed"" That is.

- the ecrowning and incontrovertible truth of the principle
I am endeavouring to expound. The cross of the Lord
Jesus is vastly more than a revelation of divine tender-
ness and compassion: it is a revelation of God in His
entirety. He Who died there was “the brightness of his

glory, and the express image of hls person.” He re-.

vealed God as He is.

But what was the meaning of His death? His éwn
judges being witness, He died as an innocent man. No.
one had convinced Him of sin. His final human judge
declared, “I find in him not fault at all.” Yet He died
at the place called Calvary — Golgotha, the place of a
skull. T submit.to you that if Innocence could be cruci-
fied, it would argue that this world is not subject to a
moral government; for under any principle of righteous-
ness, the innocent ought not to suffer. Yet our Lord was
innocent. He.Himself committed no sin. Can it be said
therefore that the death of the Lord Jesus. impugns
.the morality, the rlghteousness of the dwme govern-

. ment ?

It would if modern theology were true. What has
modern theology taught us? That Jesus Christ did not
die to offer to the law of God a quid pro quo; that the
death of Christ on Calvary is the very opposite of the
principle of .an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a
life for a hfe . I insist that thé death of Christ on
Calvary was the fulfilment of that principle, and the
highest and most complete’ exemplification of the right-
eousness thereof. The Bible says—and I discuss this
-matter from a biblical point of view—that Jesus Christ
took our sins upon Him: “The~Lord hath lain upon
him the iniquity of us all.” It says, mysteriously—
.and who of the sons of men has wisdom to expound its
significance 2-—that He was “made sin for us.” Though
He Himself knew no sin, He took our sin upon Him;
and, then, though He were the Son of God’s love, He
went to the cross bearing our sin, covered with our sin,

oWrapped about with our sin—and the Holy One turned.
Hls face-away. He “died the just for the unjust, that.

he might bring us to God.”

‘But in His dying, He fulfilled the law in our behalf.
‘Call it what you like, He paid our debt, He endured our
punishment, .He expiated our guilt. That is the strong
word which modern theology denies. It says there was

no explatlon in the death of Christ; that He did not .
bear anyone’s pumshment but that He died to show )

how good God could be—as an exemplification of .the
principle of the Cornishman’s' enquiry when he asked,

“Why cannot God be generous, and forgive a fellow?” .

He could if He were not God; but, being the King of
eternity, the Ruler of all worlds, the Source and Maker

and Executive of all ]aws, He could not be other than .

Just. Therefore where sin' was, His lightnings had to
fall. There was no other way. There was no escape
for sin; and even though our Substitute was Himself
not -on]y the Son of God, but God the Son, when He
-assumed our sin,” and responsibility therefor, the wrath
of God fell even upon Him. If He escaped not, no mortal
can. ever escape the consequences of his sin—unless
it'be on the ground of that Infinite Expiation. If escape

‘by-any othér means were possible, God would cease to

be God. He would have to deny and do violence to His

—~————
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own nature if He were, by any means, to. acqurt the

wicked.

It is the denial of that cardinal prmclple of divine
revelation which has brought such confusion into the
world. That denial laid the foundation for the philo-
sophy of pacificism as we have seen it in our day. The
principle of Calvary is the only possible basis of a moral
government “Clouds and darkness are roundabout him:
righteousness and judgment are the habitation of his
throne.” That must be so; and no one can be anointed
with the oil of gladness who is not made, by some means

or another, to love righteousness and hate iniquity.

. I say, modern theology propounded these unethical
notions and thus created an atmosphere and an attitude
which compel]ed the disarmament of free peoples, and
left the way wide open for the agents of hell to enslave
us. I lay down that principle, -that the divine govern-
ment is founded upon those great moral requirements
set out in the law of God; that Calvary is not a._substi-

‘tute for, nor is it contrary to, Sinai; but is the inevi-

table complement of Sinai. He Who 1is our Saviour
came not to destroy the law, but to fulfil it; and in
His own proper person, infinite in all the qualities of
His being, He did fulfil the law, and die “the just for
the unjust, that he might bring us to- God.” -

IL

‘'WITH THAT AS A BASIS, LET US LOOK BACK OVER THE
PAGES OF INSPIRED HISTORY, AND SEE IF WE CAN SEE ANY-
THING OF THE HAND OF GOD THEREIN. .
beyond the smouldering ruins of the cities of the plain,

-to that wild waste of waters covering even the summits,

of the -highest hills, and to the solitary ark floating
upon their bosom. What is the explanation of the De-
luge? The unbeliever says the explanation is that there
never -was a Deluge—and that if there were, he would
not believe in a God that would bring it upon the earth.
But such unbelief ‘did not dry up the water, nor open
the one door to the ark of salvation! -The fact of the

"matter is:that, according to the inspired story, the world

had become so evil that it would have destroyed itself in
any case. The Lord said, “The end of all flesh is come
before’ me.” He “saw that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth,’and that every imagination of the
thoughts -of his heart was only evil continually.” Men
were no longer fit to live. But He saved one family.. I
give you a simple illustration, but not inapposite I
think. You housewives look upon something you had
purchased, that you’were compelled to store longer ‘than
you had intended—potatoes or apples or something -of

“the sort, and you find they are spoiled.~ You turned
~them out, and perhaps found just one that had .escdped
.the prevailing corruption, and you saved what was whole
out of it. The rest you destroyed. Thus did God visit *

a wicked world with the judgment of the Deluge; and
in the case of Sodom and Gomorrah, with ﬁre and brim-
stone from heaven. '

But I must put beside that some statements from the
New Testament, and from the lips of our Lord Jesus.
The Lord Jesus recognized and enunciated the prin-
ciple of ‘collective moral responsibility. While He dealt
with individuals, He dealt with cities: “Woe unto thee,
Chorazin! woe Tanto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty
works, . which were done in, you, had .been done m Tyre
‘and-Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sack-
But I say unto you, It shall be more

LR
ARELALH I

" for thee.”

I take you back -

. enough!

‘the Amorites” was “full.”

tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment,

than for you. And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted -
unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the

mighty works which have been done in thee, had been

done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day.

But I say unto you, That_ it shall be more tolerable

for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment; than

And these things. he said when He “began

to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty works

were done, becdause they repented not.”

He never leaves Himself without witness.
of the preacher is to bear witness to God, and to the
holiness of His law.. I wish I could see every member
of this congregation who is not a Christian, converted
to-night. I wish you would look to the cross, believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and be saved. But whether
or no, I must free my skirts, and so declare the whole
counsel of God that when you and I stand _before the
judgment-seat, I may be free from your blood; that I
may. be able to say, “I warned them. I told. them as
plainly as‘I knew how to do, that there was no. escape
from sin_save through the meritorious Sacrifice of Cal-
vary, and the cleansing of His blood.” If you never
heard another word of gospel, you have heard enough
to-night to leave every man and woman here present
absolutely without éxcuse before the holy bar of God.
I'do that lest I be involved in other people’s ruin.

But I say, there is such a thing as collective respon—
sibility. We have heard much about Germany and the
Germans, We have been told by many that we.are not
at war with the German people, but with Germany, and
especially with its present government. The record of
the wickedness of Sodom and Gomorrah cannot well be -
publicly read or discussed: it is enough to say that God
himself came down—and I believe the One Who stood be-
fore Abraham, and before Whom Abraham stood—was
none other than Jehovah of the Old Testament, the Jesus
of the New, the Second Person of the Trinity; and while.
He stood before Abraham two angels went on to Sodom,
to enquire whether their wickedness was “altogether ac-
cordmg to the cry of it.” When they had found asylum
in Lot’s house, it is said—listen, oh listen : “Even the men

.of Sodom compassed the house round, BOTH OLD AND

YOUNG, ALL THE PEOPLE FROM. EVERY QUARTER; and they
called unto Lot, and said unto’ him, Where are the men
which came in to thee this night?” And before the view of
God’s angels, they displayed their hellish iniquity. It was
The angels said to Lot, “Hast thou here any
besides?. Son-in-law, and thy sons, and thy daughters,
and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of
this place: for we will destroy this place, because the.cry
of them.is waxen great before the face of the Lord; and
the Lord hath sent us.to destroy it.” They were eon-

. demned by a manifestation of their sin in the presence

of God and His-angels. Therefore bnmstone and .fire -

_came down from God out of heaven..

“All through the Old Testament, as I have said—if
indeed by the aid of the Holy Spirit, you study the philo-

sophy ‘of things—you will see these principles operating

When God looked upon the flower of the armies of Egypt,
they were destroyed in the Red Sea.. He gave command®
ment to destroy the Canaanites, because “the iniquity of
Keep that in mind as we con-
tmue our argument.

‘Here is a fext from the New Testament “H_e giveth

The duty -
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" to all life, and breath, and all things; and hath made

of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the
face of the earth, and hath determined the times be-
fore appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; that
they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel ?,fter
him, and find him, though he be not far from every one
of us.” He is the great Landlord. He determines the
length of the lease, and where we shall live, that He may
afford us space to seek the Lord “if haply (we) ‘might
seek after him, and find him.” Not to deny Him, to
reject Him, to despise. His counsel! At last the cup of
the Amorites is “full,” and the day of judgment—such
a day as that about which I read to you (Ezekiel the
Seventh Chapter)—at last dawns. The Judge of all the
earth says, “It is enough. Let Judgment fall.” And
ﬁre and brimstone fall!

“He has done it again and again. Read the record in
those striking chapters in the book of Ezekiel, the thir-
tieth.~thirty-first and thirty-second; it is really a grave-
vard of wicked nations. They have all gone dawn into the
pit in fulfilment of the prophecy, in fulfilment of proph-
ecy inherent in the moral law: “They that take-the sword,
shall perish by the sword”; Egypt, and Ethiopia, and
Libya, Assyria. or Asshur, and Elam, and Meshech, and
Tubal, and Edom, and Moab; cities like Tyre and Sidon
—all the great nations of antiquity. And since then,
Persia, and Greece, and Rome. They all went the same
way when God at last said of them, as He said: of Nine-
veh, “The Lord hath given a commandment concerning
thee, that no more of thy name be sown: out of the house
of thy gods will I.cut off the graven image and the molten
image: I will make thy grave; for thou art vile.” God:*
Himself has buried successive empires out of sight.

That raises another question—why? The Deluge was
more than an act of justice and divine vengeance. God
always mixes mercy with His judgments. Judgment, in-
deed. is often .the 'greatest mercy. The Deluge was
a divine act of moral sanitation. The face of the earth
had to be cleansed. . The :tmosphere was so vile that
righteous spirits could not Lireathe: God had to purge it.

The same was true of Sodom and Gomorrah. The
same has been true in the progressive and inevitable
judgments of God all down through. ‘the history of the
past. Those who have' defied God, have at last come
to the day and hour of judgment. Then God has said,
“An end, the end is come upon the four corners of the
land. Now is the end come upon thee, and I will send
mine anger upon thee, and will judge thee according to
thy ways, and will recompense upon thee all thirie abom-
inations. And mine eye shall not-spare thee, neither
will T have pity: but I will recompense thy ways upon
thee, and thine abominations shall be in the midst of.
thee: and ye shall kriow that T am the Lord. Thus saith
the Lord God: An evil, an only evil, behold, is come. AN
END IS COME, THE END IS COME: IT WATCHETH FOR THEE;
BEHOLD, IT IS COME.” Then falls a Judgment against which
there can be no defense.

We recognize ‘that in respect to individuals. When.a
man is found guilty of the commission of some vile crime,
“of some atrocious murder, by the judgment of his fellows
he i§ condemned to-death, and to be burled out of sight.
Society can no longer tolerate him.

There have heen criminal nations, nttions that have
so completely sold themselves to “work -vickedness in the

snght of the Lord”, that there was nothmg to do but to
destroy them. )
I believe if our statesmen had read their Bl-bles, we

- should never have had the Armistice of the last war on

such terms, and certainly there would not have been

the easy peace. Preachers railed against the Treaty of .

Versailles in. this land, and across the sea. .They said,
in their ignorance, “Poor Germany! She must not be
made to pay for the damage she did.” But she could pay
for rearmament, and for another war! We ought to have
destroyed that Sodom and Gomorrah-in nineteen hundred
and eighteen. _

Of course there is a sense in which we cannot witness
the destruction of individuals or of mnations. without
sorrow. 1 eannot-read about the last -hours of-a con-
demned man about to be executed—to be driven from
light into darkness, and chased out of the wotld—with-

" out sorrow. I am compelled to say, What a tragedy that

the man should have lived so foully as to have lived in
vain; that he has so inseparably identified himself with
such evil as must bé destroyed and buried out of sight.

- . You remember how our Lord said of Jerusalem, “O

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou ‘that killest the prophets, and

stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would -

I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens undeér her wings, and ye would
not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.” When
the Lord prophesied in the twenty-fourth chapter of Mat-

'thew, the destruction of Jerusalem, He said to His dis-

ciples: “There shall not be left here one stone upon
another that shall not be thrown down.” If I had my
way—and I do not think it would be a bad way—I would
keep up the bombing of -Berlin until there was not left
one stone upon another. I would blot it off the face of
the earth. What iniquity has been centred there! Mil-

lions of lives were sacrificed in the ldst war—and not -
only in the war, but through the pestilences that war

loosed upon the earth; and all the sorrow and suﬁermg
that came to a large part of the world, all because we
did not blot it out in. the last war. We shall be verily
guilty if we permit a recurrence of. the present outrage;
and I believe that God is going to ‘put us in a position

 where we can be assured that it will not in our lifetime,

nor for many ‘generations to follow if God should tarry,
occur again.

Am I right? -I am within the- principles of scriptural
teaching when I say that, greatly aswe may mourn for
individuals, sad as we may feel to think of 1 ‘many who
will suffer with the guilty, as has been the case in many

places outside Germany, yet I cannot feel that we are -

wrong- in praising God for brimstone and fire from the
skies falling upon this city which, with the single

exception of one other, I believe is the wickedest city °

the world has ever known. Richly has it deserved the
judgment that is now falhng upon it—and perhaps even

as we are assembled here in this quiet Sunday evening '

hour, the fires are still burning.

When Abraham came “to the place where he stood
before the Lord”, from that standpoint he loeked, and
“the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a
furnace.” Terrible! That reads like last evenmgs re-
port of Berlin! Terrible? Yes, but sin is .a terrible
thing.. There are some people who are able to diagnose
disease only by means of a post mortem examination.
Better were it for us 1f we could understand the nature




o B

A3

'December 9, 1943

THE GOSPEL-W!TNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

7

(509) 9

of the disease. in advance, and accept such_remedies as
are. prescribed . for its cure, and thus escape.the fatal
penalty of neglect. Our concern should be to get to the

. root of this matter, and remember that it is written for
_us, as it.is for all mankind, “Whatsoever a man soweth
-that shall he also reap.” .

I.said just now that Berlin is, w1th one exceptlon
the wickedest city of all history. There are a.great
many people who have not learned—and will not believe
perhaps until the judgment of God reveals it: but how
terribly true it is! I do not believe there ever would
have been World War Number One had it not been for
the devil’s chief agency, the Vatican. That conclusion is
based upon solid historical study, and is the inevitable
conclusmn, I believe, of an unprejudiced mind. Read
the story of European politics for the last century. I
am ‘positive that the chief agent in the present war is
not Hitler, nor was it Mussolini: it is all part and parcel
of the long-planned campaign, a counter revolution to

" bring Europe, and if possible the rest of the world, under
" - the domination of that centre of incomparable' moral
'intelléctual diabolism . known as the

turpitude and

" Vatican.

Do you think I exaggerate" That is impossible! I

belleve there is no language adequate to describe the
hellish vileness of the Papacy. The Pope is not God’s

- vicegerent, but the vicegerent of the devil himself. Not
- the, chief ‘representative of God and of heaven upon the

earth, but the supreme human master of the forces of
evil in the world whlch emanate from Satan himself.
Nor could any man with a modicum of intelligence and
morality allow himself to be made Pope and accept all
its blasphemous pretensions.. Rome is a bloody city. - It
is a city that deserves complete destruction. It may be
that few have spiritual discernment to see it, or courage
enough to inflict it until the Great Judge -of all the earth

" . Himself shall come with His angels to judgment. Then
-He- will :“consume - (it) with the spirit -of his mouth,
- and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming.”

Sometimes I fear that we lessen the weight of Serip-
ture by our attempt to expound it. Sometimes I am
tempted to announce a service where there will be no
attempted exposition, nothmg but the reading of God's
Word. Will you let me .close my address by reading a
passage from the Word of God. I shall not need to offer
one word of suggestion as to what your proper attitude
ought” to be as Christians toward God's judgment day:

“And after "these things I saw another angel come
down from heaven, having great power; and the earth

- was lightened with his glory. And he cried mightily
- with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen,
: is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the.

hold of every foul spirit, and' a cage of every unclean

and lived'deliciously. 80 much torment and sorrow give
her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a_queen, and am
no widow, and shall see no sorrow. Therefore shall her

_plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and

famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for
strong is the Lord God who judgeth her. And the kings
of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived
deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her,
when they shall see the smoke of her burning, standing
afar off for the fear of her torment, saying,. Alas, alas,
that -great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one
hour is thy judgment come. And the merchants of the
earth- shall weep and -mourn over her; for no man buyeth
their merchandise any more: the merchandise of gold,
and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine

‘linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine
wood,  and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner -

vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and ‘iron,
and marble. And cinna-mon, and odours, and ointments,
and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and
wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots,
and slaves, and souls of men”—oh, hear it: SOULS OF
MEN!—“And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are
departed from thee, and all things which were dainty
and goodly are departed from thee, and thou shalt find
them no more at all. The merchants of these things,

_which were made rich by hert shall stand afar. off for

.And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great mill--

and hateful bird. For all nations have drunk of the wine

of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the

the fear of her torment, weeping and wallmg, and saying,
Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen,
and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and pre-
cious stones, and pearls! For in one hour so great
riches is come to nought.
all the company in ships, and sailors, and as many-as
trade by sea, stood afar off, and cried when they saw the
smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this
.great city! And they cast dust on their heads, and eried,
weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great city,
wherein were. made rich all that had ships in the sea by
reason of her costliness! for in_one hour is she made
desolate. Rejoice- over' her, thou heaven, and ye ‘holy
apostles and prophets; for God hath-averiged you on her.

stone, and cast it into the sea, "saying, “Thus with
violence shall that great city .Babylon bé thrown down,
and shall be found no more at all. And the voice of
harpers, and musicians, '_‘and of pipers, and. trumpeters,
shall be heard no more at-all in thee; and no craftsman,
of what3soever craft he be, shall be found any more in thee;
and the sound of a2 millstone shall be heard no more at
all in thee; And the light of a candle shall shine no more
at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of
the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy
merchants were the greiat men of the earth; for by thy
sorceries were all nations deceived. And in her was

_found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that

.were slam upon the earth.

earth ‘have_ committed fornication with her,.-and the -

- merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the

abundance of her delicacies. And I heard another voice
from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that

- ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not
- of her plagues.

For her sins have reached unto heaven,
and God hath remembered her iniquities. Reward her
even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double
according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled

fill to her double. How.much she hath glorified herself

“And after these thmgs I heard a great voice of much -

people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory,
and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God. For true
and nghteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the
great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her forni-
cations, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at

her hand. And again they said, Allelula And her smoke

- rose up for ever and ever.

._And the four and tvgenty elders and the four beasts

And every ship master, and
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fell down and worshipped. God”that sat on the throne,
saying, Amen; Alleluia. And a voice come out of the
throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and
- ye that fear him, both small and great. And I heard as
it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice
of many waters, and as the voice of thunderings, saying,
"Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigheth. Let
us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the
marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath’ made
herself ready.”

Berlin and Rome merit- judgment, and though even so '

wise a man as Mr. Churchill should fail, or Roosevelt,
or Stalin, and all the rest, there is one Who.is Com-
mander of the armies .of the Lord’s hosts, and He will

come; -and when He whets His glittering sword, and’

His hand takes hold on judgment, when He shall punish
this citadel, this fortress of all evil, the Papacy, it shall
be ‘destroyed utterly, -and the smoke of her torment
shall ascend up for ever and ever.

And believers will -join" in that Alleluia chorus, and
rejoice with all I-Ieaven, when at last our gloripus Lord
‘shall take unto Himself His great power and reign. Then
the marriage of the Lamb will come. Then such as are

washed in the blood of the Lamb shall go in to the,

marriage supper of the Lamb—and we shall go out .no
more forever: “And God shall wipe away all -tears from
their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sor-
row, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain:
for the former things are passed away. And he that sat
upon the throne said, Behold, I make. all things new.
And he said unto me, erte for these words are true
and faithful. ”.

UNCLAIMED REWARD!
$1 500 Reward

HE CANADIAN PROTESTANT LEAGUE has al-

ready published a tract in English under the above
title, pointing out that many of the. cardinal doctrines
of the Roman Catholic Church have no foundation what-
ever in Scripture. For distribution among French-
speaking- Roman Catholics, the Union of Regular Bap-
tists has now put out the French version of the same
tract which was originally written by Rev, George Mac-
Faul, the Anostle of the Ottawa Valley. Its title'in
French is “Récompense non réclamée.” We shall be glad
to supply small quantltles to those who can use them. The
approx1mate cost of printing, together - with mailing

chargés, is $4.50 per thousand, and to those who can use °

larger amounts we extend the privilege of this non-profit
price.

The Union has now published a number of Gospel”

.tracts in French and plans still others as it is.difficult
or almost impossible‘to obtain suitable French literature
with an evangelical message. One of our longer tracts
"entitled “Lettres du Ciel” (Letters from Heaven) was re-
printed in its entirety by L’Aurore, the only French Prot-
-estant paper in Canada. Those ot} us who were respon-
sible for the labour of compo=1ng this tract and putting
it through the press, -rejoice in the compliment thus ex-
tended to our work,-and pray that the larger circle of
readers may also have been blessed by it.—W.S. W,

WHERE THE MONEY GOES

EVERAL weeks ago we raised the question in these
pages as to how much of the money raised by taxa-
tion in the Province of Québec eventually’ finds its way

-into the coffers of the Roman Catholic Church. As a

contribution toward the answer to 'such a question, we
translate below two recent news items that appeared
in the French press of Montreal:

“Yesterday afternoon,,the presence of His Emmence
the Archbishop of Montreal at the inaugural ceremony of
the Maternal School of the Nativity, indicated the im-
portance that the ecclesiastical authorities attach to the
new direction that the education of abandoned children
is taking, thanks to that institution. The state ‘was also
represented by the minister of Health and ‘Social- Wel--
fare, M. Henri Groulx. It was at his request that the
provincial government granted credits of $250,000 for
i];}lne 1::onstruction of the School on the Boulevard Saint-

ichel.”

And so at one stroke, a cool* quarter of a million of™
public money is handed over to the nuns who call them-
selves the Sisters of Merey. ' Under the terms of the
famous Sirois report, debts contracted by the Provincé
for such purely Roman Catholic projects as this would

automatically become a charge of the federal government )

at Ottawa.
-To the above news item of the largesse "bestowed by

. the Godbout régime on the Roman Church in Quebee, we

add the following additional piece of news:
" “One after the other, two pieces wf good news have
come to us: The grant of $250,000 from the Provincial
government for the construction of the Maternal School,
inaugurated Thursday last, on the Boulevard Saint-
Michel, and the additional grant of several tens of thou-
sands of dollars for the transformation and modermza—

- tion of the créche on Dorchester Street.”

Needless to say, this latter institution is under the
direction of nuns also. We do not suppose that news
items such'as these will lend better digestion to those of
our readers in Quebec who pay a tax of three cents or-
more on each meal that they eat in a restaurant, the so-
called “Hospital Tax.” Personally we have found that
this tax serves well-nigh to ruin our appetite when we
patromze Quebec restaurants. We would émphasize
again that these grants are but. two small items in the
abundant liberality of the Quebec Government to the

_Roman Catholic Church.” Little wonder that the people

of such a province are poor and that their government
needs special help from the Federal treasury, such as
that proposed by the Sirois report—W.S.W.

Subscrlbe for
The Gospel W|i'ness

$2.00 per year
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MISSIONARIES BARRED FROM SOUTH
AMERICA

) ROTESTANT missionaries are now barred from

. entering many South American countries. Brazil

is one of the countries that thus forbids any additional

Protestant missionaries to take up work in its territory.

' ) But in contrast with the rigid intolerance of its attitude

: to religious workers who represent the convictions of the

overwhelming majority of the population of North

i America, there is the following report from a French

Romanist paper published in Montreal that tells of the

i welcome accorded to new missionaries of the Order of

the Holy Cross who are being dispatched to Brazil to

take up work in the parishes and in the schoois. We
translate from the above-mentioned report as follows:

“The Provincial House of the Congregation of the
Holy Cross, Montreal, has just officially announced that
henceforth it will have a branch in Brazil. (The Ameri-
can Province of the Congregatxon is already established
in Chile.)

“Several months ago, indeed, the Rev. Father Albert
Cousineau, Superior-General of the Congregation of the
Holy Cross, replying to the request of the Archbishop
of Sao-Paolo, at that time Mgr. Jose Gaspar de Alphon-
seca € Silva, consented to plant a nucleus of his congre-
gation in the soil of Brazil which used to bear the name
of the ‘Land of the Holy Cross.’

. “He was assisted in this dellcate task by the
Canadlan minister plenipotentiary in Brazil, M.-Jean
Désy, who takes a very special mterest in this under-
taking. .

“The population of the country is almost totally
_Catholic, but the number of priests is so small that they
are not sufficient for the task. South America, then,
offers a vast field of labour to the Christian expansion
of our religious organizations.

“The American Province of the Congi‘egation of the
Holy Cross has under its direction at the present time a
. college at Santidgo in Chile. The ‘Canadian Province is
\ also considering new proposals for these regions.”

Roman Catholic propagandlsts in this country and in

the United States have carried on a persistent and

. thoroughly organized press campaign against the entry

j of Protestant missjonaries into Latin American repub-
[ lics. They-allege that work of those who bring the mes-
| sage of the Bible to Roman Catholics violates the Good
Neighbour policy, and is inimical to friendly relations be-

_ tween the various nations of the two Americas.

these same clever and unscrupulous propagandists dare

to tell us that friendly feelings are fostered by the dis-

crimination shown in forbidding the entrance of Prot-

estant missionaries, while Roman Catholic missionaries -

are allowed to enter freely? Stripped of verbiage the
plea of North American Roman Catholics against. Prot-
estant missions in South America is simply the old
Roman Catholic doctrine of intolerance. If we were to
apply the same doctrme in North America, we should
drive every Roman' Catholic priest. out of Canada and
the United State$ into South:America and Spain.
we allow the priests to stay here in complete liberty to
teach and preach what they see fit. This liberty tley
", employ to snatch from us the same liberty of action in
- countries that are almost solidly Roman Catholic. The
Vatican complains that its'priests have no privileges in
Soviet Russia. But what right to liberty of worship in

Will

But.

Russia has a Church that forbids the same liberty to
Protestants in South Arnerica-? .

In the translatien we have made above, the bold face
emphases are ours. We repeat that part here for further
notice:

“He was assisted in that delicate task by M. 'Jean
Désy, Canadian minister plenipotentiary in Brazil, who
takes a very special interest in this undertaking.”

Monsieur Jean Désy -is' one of a number of French-
Canadians who have been appointed recently to respon-
sible posts in the Canadian foreign service. The Roman
priests who specialize in education for boys have reeent-
ly urged the young men committed to their charge to

" prepare themselves for such government posts under
thelr direction. We may hope in vain that young men
who “are trained under Jesuit auspices for Canadian
government posts abroad will prove any more loyal to
their country than did many of the representatives of
the’Third Republic of France, trained under similar aus-
pices, when her day of sorrow came_ upon her. It wilk
be recalled that the representative of France in Canada
turned against the very government that.had appointed
him to lend allegiance to the Vlchy collaborators, faith-
ful sons of the Roman Church. It is a cardinal element
of Romanist doctrine that loyalty to the Pope takes
precedence over all other loyalties. Youhg men who are
taught in Romanist schools that this is the source of
" all morality cannot be expected to sacrifice their eternal
salvation when the Pope’s interests and those of then' .
government may happen to be at cross purposes..

We wonder if the aforesaid M. Jean Désy would take
“a very special interest” in obtaining permission - for
the entrance of new Protestant missionaries into Brazil’
As a Roman Catholic he could -hardly be expected to do
so, but as an official of the Canadian government, we
certainly, do not expect that he will forget that he is in
Brazil as a representative of*the Ottawa government
and not of the Vatican.—W.S.W. .

A WEDDING IN FRANCE
EWS' from our French brethren has been an absent
_quantity for several years, but at last we have re-
ceived a piece of most interesting news through friends
in Switzerland. It is to the effect that our former’
student-professor of French in the Toronto Baptist®
Seminary was married some time during the past sum-
mer. The letter from Switzerland which bore this good
news was dated last August and spoke of this happy
event as though it had taken place fairly recently. Apart
, from ‘'this we have no indication 'of the date. Our in-
formant tells us, however, that the bride of our former
student-professor is the secretary of the President of
the Association of Evangelical. French Baptist Churches.
Having met.this lady during his visit to France some ten
years ago, the writer heartily congratulates both parties
in this marriage and extends to them, when they may be
able to read these lines in happier circumstances, the
rood wishes and prayers of our entire Union fellowship.
We know that both bride and groom have already won for
themselves a large place in the affections of our French
Baptmt Fellowship and are certain that this Christian
union was the cause of much rejoicing in all the churches
over there as it is also among us.—W.S.W.
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ACCRETIONS IN ROMAN DOGMAS AND -
PRACTICES
(Continued from pagd 2)

_ of the same Monastery held the Augustinian position

‘that the Word or Logos dwells in the consecrated bread
and wine while these latter remained such. The former

. view prevailed after heated debates, and in 1215 Tran-

substantiation was made an article of faith by the Coun-
cil of Liateran.

This council was held under Innooent III It declared

that in the sacrifice of the Mass-“Christ’s body and blood
are really contained under the species of bread and wine,
the bread being translated -in His body and the wine

into His blood.” The Council of Trent in 16551 decreed

that by consecration there is~a conversion of the whole
substance of the bread and wine into the substance of
Christ’s body and blood.” Pius IV in his Creed says:
“I profess likewise that in the Mass there is offered
to God-a true, proper, and proplatory sacrifice for the
. living and the dead. And that in the Most Holy Sacrifice
° of the Eucharist there is truly, really, and substantially
the body and blood together with the soul, and d1v1mty of
our Lord Jesis Christ.”

Thus the magician’s art was complete! Because of a

say 80” by a priest, Sunday by Sunday.a miracle hap-
pens and the tmklmg of a bell, believe it or not, signals
-to the congregation that it has occurred!. It seems un-
believable! What Holy Scripture says-does not appear
. to Romans important. Even the “first Pope” is definite:
“Christ also hath once suffered for our sins, the Just for

" the unjust that He might bring 'as to God, being put to -

death.” (1 Pet. 3:18). And the Epistle to the Hebrews

has it: “There remaineth no more sacrifice for sin.” -

'(10:26). Pondering over this strange.Roman-doctrine,
there flashed back to mind what Professor R. E. Welsh
said in his Relief of Doubt. The words are wor-th
underscoring: PR i

“When religion is_known mamly under the form

of confessionals and aves, 1mage| and blood-liquefac-
tions, when Chrlstlanlty means to

‘Hear the blessed mutter. of the mass,

And see God made and eaten all day long,’

And feel the steady candle-flame, and taste
Good, strong, thick, stupefying incense-smoke,’

it is no . wonder if sane and valiant minds flee for
. liberty to Freethinking.” (p. 16).

No wonder, indeed! But more’s the pity.

Indulgences
.Prior to the .Reformation there were “Protestors”

practically in every century, that is, men who opposed -

accretions in dogma. They usually were summarily and
effectively dealt with. Some of the outstanding were
Wessel, Huss, Savonarola, Jerome, Wycllf ‘William of -
Occam.

The last-named attacked the very suggestlon of Papal
Infallibility with vehemence and denied the claims of
Popes over kings in temporal affairs.

Wyelif (b. 1320) was a priest and Oxford graduate.
He assailed the doctrine of Transubstantiation, and said,
“that Christ is not in the sacrament of the altar identi-

cally, truly, and really in His proper corporeal person,””

said that the Pope’s decrees had no validity except as
they were founded on Secripture, and strongly opposed

the multiplication of the ranks of the clergy into popes,
cardinals, patriarchs, monks, etc., and heresy of all
heresies, he translated the Bible from the Latin Vulgate
into English. Powerful friends came between him and
the fire. But the vindictiveness of Rome reached out
after him after his death and in 1415 the Council of
Constance ordered the bones of Wyclif to be torn from
their resting-place and burnt. “So great was the affection
held for the Doctor Evangelicus, as he was called, this
horrible sentence could not be carried out until 1428.

-Rome had a long memory and a powerful arm.

" John Wessel set forth salvation by faith alone—an-
ticipating the Lutheran emphasis, and condemned the
alleged Infallibility of the Pope. :

Huss of Bohemia (1369-1415) pa-ssmnate]y denounced ’

the sale of Indulgencies and for this was excommunicated
by the Pope. .He was exiled for two years. The world
bitterly remembers how this grand saint—for Godly
man he was—was promised protection by Sigismund if
he would appear at the Council of Constance and answer
for his beliefs. Huss went and was “put in-a stone
dungeon three-feet wide, six-feet high, seven-feet long.”
(Carlyle). He was condemned and died the cruelest of
martyr deaths. The same thing happened to Jerome
exactly a year later.

The courageous . Savonarola (1452-1498), the great
Florentine preacher, condemned the sinful, luxurious
lives of his people.. Enormeus crowds waited on his flam-
ing condemnations. He was one of the first democrats,

saw the will of God in the changes that were taking -
place, supported a policy that made for him bitter ene--

mies, especially that infamous Pope Alexander VI,
Roderigo Borgia, a licentious assasin, who offered Savon-

arola a cardinal’s hat if he would keep silent. The end

of the man of God could be foreseen when he refused. He

was first jailed, then tried, then hanged, his body burned -

and the ashes strewn in the Arno. One needed intestinal
fortitude in those days to be a “Profestor.” Aye, one
needed the courage of Christ to face the unspeakable
brutalities of Churchmen! This is not imagination' this
is history!

Then came . Luther and, under God further light,

further progress, further manifestations of courage!
Had it not been that the Pope (Leo X.) was short of

ready cash for the building of St. Peter’s in Rome, his-

tory might have taken a different turn. But money was
needed, and “the elegant Pagan,” as Carlyle calls Leo,

-“sent out carelessly” the monk Tetzel to raise the needed
_money by selling Indulgences.

That was the spark that set ablaze the whole world.

‘From that hour the Reformation got away to a tremen-

dous start. As we have shown, there were men who for
many years before had been making strong protests and

backing these with their life’s blood. They had been -
- laying the faggots for the coming fire. Every martyr- -

death, instead of stamping out the truth as Rome de-
" sired, spread it further and further. . One cannot account
otherwise for instant conversion of millions, or the testi-
mony of millions to the crown-rights*of the Redeemer.
Heavy and thick layers of Roman perversion, supersti-
tion, hocus-pocus, tradition, -anathemas, -and - Bulls of
Popes and Deliverances of Councils, were at once lifted
off the Word of God. . Whom the Son made free, men
and nations, were made free mdeed' Europe sighed a
s1gh of tremendous relief,
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I Y T S




e b ol

g T R

T e

December 9, 1943

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

(5'1'3) 13

And the instruments "-—God Who sent Luther, and Leo
the Tenth who sent John Tetzel.

Here is the story of Indulgences in briefest form.

Somewhere around the eighth century, Indulgences
came to be taken for granted. Historians tell us that

it was found difficult to “enforce the rules of penance

among Teutonic peoples' who were accustomed to pay-
ment of money as a composition for even the gravest
erimes.” In certain exceptional cases, penances were
commuted to a money fine, and “out of this simple and
seemingly reasonable arrangement there was developed
the system of indulgences.” (History of the Christian
Church, Fisher, p. 160.)

In the Roman Church, the system expanded until there'
were several types of Indulgences,” such as Partial,
Temporal, Perpetual or Indefinite, Personal, Local. With
the Crusades there came the Plenary, or full, Indulgence.
“In 1094,” says Weir, “at the Council of Clermont, in a

. speech urging men to go on a Crusade to rescue Pales-

tine from the Saracens, Pope Urban promised absolution

‘without penance to all who would take up arms in this

cayse.” (Romamism and Protestantism, p. 102.) It was
left to Alexander of Hales-who “proposed, .as a-counter-

. part, the doctrine of treasury of supererogatory merits

of saints (men who had “good works” to spare!), which
may be drawn upon, through the ageney of the Pope

.for their more needy brethren. By this means the pains

of purgatory may be shortened. This was adopted by
the Church.” (p 225, Fisher.) See how an ev1l thlng

" grows!

‘The peak of the infamous trade was reached in Tetze]
He appeared in Wittenberg much as a hawker of vege-
tables—only he sold Indulgences! - We do not say that
the Pope -put slogans-on Tetzel’s lips, but there is no
question that Tetzel said, there was no sin so great for
which an Indulgence could not give remission. He eried
out: “INDULGENCES AVAIL NOT ONLY FOR THE

"LIVING, BUT FOR THE DEAD.” ~ He' continued:

“AT THE VERY INSTANT THAT THE MONEY
RATTLES IN THE BOTTOM OF THE CHEST, THE
SOUL ESCAPES FROM PURGATORY AND FLEES
LIBERATED TO HEAVEN.” (D’Aublgnes sttory of
the Reformation, vol. 1, bk. 8).

This roused Luther, a priest, who was not antagonistie
to Church as such. He loved his Church, prayed for it,
but hated with his whole soul this degrading traf’ﬁc with
its deceiving promises. And so this rugged® Catholic,
braver than all the fawning prelates, nailed his ninety-
five Theses to the gate of the Castle Church of Witten-
berg.

The sounds of the hammer were heard throughout the
whole world! His words, “half battles,” were read by
open-mouthed laymen and Churchmen alike. , “An Indul-
gence ls, * he wrote in that Theses, “and can only be, the
remission -of an eccelsiastical pemlty, the Church can
remit” what .the Church has imposed; it cannot remit
what God has imposed. . . . It cannot remit guilt. . .
It cannot remit Divine punishment for sin. . . . It ean
have no efficacy for the souls in purgatory . .. ” and
so on. For all his contentions he had the backing of
the Scriptures. There he stood; he could do no other;
God help him!

In an argument in defence of Indulgences gwen by a
Roman priest o John L. Stoddard, a convert to Rome,

 writer of Rebuilding @ Lost Faith, an almost unforgive-

able error is made in mterpretmg Luther’s position.
“The fatal weakness,” says the priest, “of Luther’'s doc-
trine was that it taught justification by faith only. - )
According to the Protestant theory no proof of repent-
ance is demanded.” (p. 158.) The first. part is right—
only by faith is a man justified. That is repeated again
and again in Scripture. The second is not true.- The .
proof of true’ .fazth 18 the work of faith. The true Prot- '
estant has to give evidence of works of repentance.
Said our Lord, “By your fruits are you known” (Matt.
7: 16) If we do not give evidence by our life, we are
not sons of God! But the ground, the only ground, of
our salvation is faith. Works must follow or.our faith
is really vain! But to imply as the priest implies, indeed
says, that “good works are also necessary,” as if both
were of equal value, is to make partly void the_full and
perfect work of Jesus for our redemption. One Roman
-Catholic writer, whom .I conqulted even goes so far as
to ridicule the hymn, “Jesus paid it all.” But that’s pre-.
cisely what He did. No payment in “works” is required,
but we shall work “like slaves for the love of God’s dear
Soh.” (The question of what Christ meant by “works”
is, I am sure, not quite what is meant by Romans. All .
Protestants would .do well to examine what Jesus meant
by the greater “works” that Christians were to do. The:
subject is too lengthy at the moment.)

In closmg, let me revert to Luther, and to Tetzel -sale "
of the unsaleable! that profitable business of Rome.
Luther's attitude caused a furore in Germany and else-
where. The Pope called it a-*“squabble of monks.” Leo
orders the dauntless Luther’s writings to be burned by
“the hangman and his body sent bound to Rome, and, as
Carlyle wryly remarks, “probably for the same purpose!”
But the stout-hearted Reformer was protected. Three
years afterwards, in 1520, Luther burned the pope’s.
decree. “Wittenberg looked on ‘with shoutings’; the
whole world was looking on. The Pope should not have
provoked that ‘shout’! It was the shout of awakening
nations.”. (Carlyle in Heroes and Hero-Worship). The
“elegant Pagan” and Tetzel unwittingly awoke the world.

It may be, as modern Roman Catholics argue, that by
an. Indulgence no sin is cancelled unless the sinner is
repentant, and that all Indulgences mean little unless
that happen. But Luther’s arguments are a priori a
proof that Indulgences were linked with the ecancella-
tion of sin and its guilt in the Middle Ages. In face of
history, however, the dexterous Conway asks: “How then
can a Christian find fault with Pope Leo X. who in the -
‘sixteenth cenitury by his Apostolic power granted . . .
not the pardon of sin, but the remission of temporal
punishment due to those repentant sinners who -would
give alms towards the building of one of the greatest
temples ever erected in the honour of Jesus Christ?”
(Question Box, p. 289).

And who would find “fault” but Luther, certam of his
predecessors, and his successors in the faith of our
Lord and Saviour? No Roman Catholic dare! He would
be frightened to death to doubt—even Father Conway
would not have dared. “When a Catholic,” says H. P.-
Russell, R.C. publicist, in The Visible Church, “When
a Catholic yields to a_temptation to doubt a doctrine of -

. the faith, he ceases straightway to.be ¢ Catholic and be-

comes an apostate from the Church!” The poor Roman
has no mind of his own, dare not presume to have a
mind of his own. Let one protest even to-day against
this passing of ‘money, and he will' be damned and an-
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athematized without pity by his spiritual superiors. But,
thank.God, many are waking up.
Anyway, it was (is) a dangerous practice that of re-
"ceiving money for Indulgences where related to sin’s
penalties, either .temporal or spiritual. Besides, it has
noScriptural warrant whatever. Salvation from sin and
_its penalties now and hereafter, is without money and
without price. Even were the “keys” in Peter’s hands,
these hands were without taint of gold. 'He even wirned
the Elders about filthy lucre. The practice of our. Lord
must be ever before us—“Neither' do I.condemn thee;
g0, sin no more.” There was no “tag” of penalty fo'low-
ing. Money changers were to Jesus anathema. What
we say here is applicable to monies received by priests
for the saying of masses for those in purgatory.” The
whole business of it is horribly wrong and an imposi-
tion on the eredulous.
One final word: it must _be obv:ous to the unbiased
student of history that not a solitary dissenter desired
' to break from his true Church; nor could he be consider-
ed an enemy of the faith. Further, as Professor Georyge
P. Fisher says: “The Reformation did not attempt to
build up a new religion, but to reform the old, accord-
ing to its own authoritative standards. It was distine-
tively Christian because it found its source and regula-
tive principle in the Scriptures.” Luther’s strong point
was, SHOW ME FROM.THE SCRIPTURES! PROVE
THAT I AM WRONG FROM THE SCRIPTURES!
-From this‘he was unmoveable. He was as'a “Rock” upon
a Rock—*“that Rock was. Christ.” As for the Roman
Church—no organization in the world, or since time
began, has had to defend itself, explain its deeds, justify
its changes, niore than has that Church. And it has al-
ways. been so futile because History and the Book are
against it. Almost in every century it makes a prepos-
_terous claim, and the-battle is on again. None need fear
for the ark of Protestant1sm so long as it can and does
say.s
“THUS SAITH THE SCRIPTURES'”

AMONG OURSELVES

Devoted to Activities and Interests of Former Students of
TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY

Last week we Teceived a new student, who came to us

from another school entered this fall, saying the-work there
was too easy. We have not yet recelved a.ny such complaints
about the Seminary course!

* *® L] _

Mrs. Maude Howe, of the International Christian Crusade,
spoke at chapel recently, describing the front which organ-
ized atheism presents directly and iri disguise, particularly
fostering the doctrine of Evolution. She pointed out that °
“the depths of Satan” can be resisted only by “the deep
thmgs of God.”

* » . /

.At another chapel service Rev. Jack Percy presented a

clear picture of changing conditions in West Africa because
" of the war.
With it come imported cheap beer, cigarettes given away to
create appetite, etc. The Roman Church landed fifty mis-
sionaries from one boat at Lagos, Nigeria. Besides, Jého-
vah’s Witnesses, Seventh-Day Adventists and others of vari-
ous cults are active. Here is a challenge to go forward in
presenting the gospel of grace. Mr. Percy is at present on
furlough from the Sudan and working in the New York
office of the Sudan Interior Mission.

. i —~W. Gordon Brown.

“Civilization” is making tremendous strides.

FUN AND FELLOWSHIP IN FRENCH

AST Week the Semmary students of the day and

evening classes in French met at the home of their
ever genial hosts, Mr. and Mrs. Bauman, for the first
Soirée Frangaise of this school year. The sole conditions
of admission were:
French Classes and to speak nothing but French for the
evening. For some this latter condition proved to be
somewhat burdensome, but before the evening was out
they too were joining in the fun as heartily as the more
advanced ones. The evening's fun was crowned by the
hearty singing of hymns in French, ‘a period of “Sword
Drill” in the same language, and then by prayer led by
Mr. Bauman and Mr. Frey. Thanks to the kindness of
our host, we also ate and drank in French, and found
that it improved both appetite and taste. The sincerest
and most cordial gratitude of all present was expressed
to our host and hostess by the writer. "Past experience
has taught us that such pleasant occasions as these give
a great impetus to our French classes. This year’s work

is most gratifying and we are looking forward to see-

- ing some of our men use their knowledge of French thjs
commg summer in bringing the Gospel" to—those who sit
in darkness.

All the members of the French classes now have in
their possession copiés of Les Chants evangéliques, ‘a
collection of French. hymns, and as part of the French
course have learned to sing a number of them. One day
last week the entire chapel service was devoted to a
French Sing-song, in which all joined heartily and with
evidept ‘enjoyment. “It is a good thing to give thanks
unto the Lord, to sing praises unto His name.” And

that is especially true when working among a music-

loving people such as our French fellow-citizens. Sing-
ing never fails to gain their attention and oftentimes the
message of the Gospel will penetrate by means of a song
when other avenues of approach are closed. For this

to be a member of the Seminary -

reason we plan to devote a number of chapel services

to the singing of hymns in French.—W.S.W.

NEWS OF UNION CHURCHES

- Napanee
Encouraging news of our newest undertaking in Napanee
has been received from the brethren who have preached there

recently. Rev. J. H. Watt writes:.

“I had a good time in Napanee. There were about twenty-

five people who turned out, some of them Baptists who show-
‘ed great ‘interest in the opening of the work there. They
seemed greatly encouraged with the _progress of the enter-
pnse so far. Having seen the hand of the Lord in the meet-
. ing. they are more than ever determihed to do their utmost.

“Two young women, one of them married, openly acknowl-
edged their acceptance of Christ as their Saviour. This was
a source of grnat joy in our hearts, and we know that many
others will rejoice with us.”

Rev. S. Wellington who preached last Sunday is enthusiastic
with the prospects and reports that a lad of 14 or 15 years
of age professed to accept Christ. Let us be-much in prayer
for God’s blessing in this newest undertaking. *

Fort William

Rev. H. C. Slade, the Secretary of the Union, now visiting
the churches in the north and west, writes: “We had a good
time at Fort William. Rev. Walter Tompkins baptized seven
more last night; the church was almost packed. The Sunday
School took to the Dime Banks campaign vigorously yester-
day when I introduced it to them.”

3
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‘Bible School Lesson Outline

Vol. 7 Fourth Quarter Lesson 51

+ OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

THE BIRTH OF THE SAVIOUR
Lesson Text: Luke 2:1-20. )

Golden Text: “And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for,
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall
be to all people "__Luke 2:10.

I. The Census—verses 1 to 7.

GOD' sent His Son to a people who were Divinely prepared
for His coming. Throughout Old Testament times the
Jews had received revelations from God through His prophets
and priests, and by means of laws and ceremonies, types
and symbols, words and works, all of which paved the way
for the full disclosure of God in Christ (1 Cor. 10:11; Heb.
1:1, 2). John the Baptist was chosen to be the immediate
fore-runner of the Messiah (Isa. 40:3; Mal. 3:1; 4:5; Matt.
3..1-3 Lk. 1:76-80). The prophecies concerning the advent
of the Redeemer had become more and- more specific as the
time of their fulfilment drew near; and devéut souls, hearken-
ing to the voice of the Holy Spirit, were longing intensely
and expectantly for the promised consolation of Israel (Lk.
2:25, 26, 36-38).

The Roman world was chosen by the Divine Director to
prov1de the setting for the most stupendous drama of human
history. It was no mere chance that Caesar Augustus should
be ruling over a vast and united Empire. One in government
and language, one in its network of highways and lines of
communication, it became an ideal vehicle for the spread of
Christianity. As Caesar Augustus set his seal to the pro-
clamation which decreed that a census should be taken which
would include the population and property of every city,
village and district of the Roman world, how little he thought

o that he was but a pawn in the hand of the Supreme Ruler

of the universe! -

This census was decreed for the destined year, God’s time
to manifest His Son had now.arrived (Mk. 1:15; Gal. 4:4;
1 Tim. 2:8; Tit. 1:2, 8; 1 Pet. 1:20). From the papyri. of the

times we learn that such a census was taken perjodically-to .

serve as a basis for future taxation. -

The regulation that each Roman citizen should enroll in
the city of his own tribe must have seemed unnecessary and
inconvenient to. many, -but this was God’s way of bringing

His servants to the sacred town of Bethlehem, that the .
Secriptures mlght be fulfilled (Mlcah 5:2; Matt. 2:4-6; John.

7:42). ‘

Here, too, was clrcumstantml evidence for future genera-
tions that Christ was indeed the lineal descendant of David,
as had been prophesied (2 Sam. 7:12, 13; Isa. 9:7; 16:5; Lk.
1:32, 69). If, as is probable,- the genealogy of Joseph is
given in Matt. 1:1-17 and that of Mary in Luke 4:23-38, we
see why they were both required to register in Bethlehem,
the city of David (Matt~1:1, 16, 20; Lk. 1: 26, 27). '

\Iotw1thstandmg the fact that Christ was the. eternal Son
of God, God manifest in human form (John 1:14; 18; Col.
1:19; 2:9), agd that He was of the royal seed of David
according to the flesh, He came to us in deep humility.
Travellers to Palestine tell us that even to-day there are
annexes to the inns and other dwellmg—places, large rooms
on the ground floor with ‘doors opening out into the street,
similar in plan to the garages which adjoin many modern
houses. In some such humble place the Christ-child was

born. ‘Born for our redemption (1 Tim. 1-15), He lived a
sacrificial life that He might die a sacrificial death (Heb.
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2:7-11, 14-18).  The child born for us at Bethlehem was the
Son given for us at Calvary (Isa. 9:6). He became bone of
our bone and flesh of our flesh; He knew the pangs of human
weakness, suffering.and sorrow. (Matt. 8:20; John 4:6; 11:35;
19:28; 2 Cor. 8:9; Phil, 2:5-8; Heb. 4:15). )

II. The Chorus—verses 8 to 14.
Only a heavenly choir céuld teach men the new song of

salvation from sin which the advent of the Saviour made’

possible (Exod. 15:2; Psa. 118:14; Isa. 12:2, 3; Rev. 5:9;
14:3, 4). No mortal could by his ‘own reasoning have dis-
covered the way to God (Jondh 2:9; John 14:6), but angels,
whose interest in man’s salvation is great (Job 38:6, T;

‘Lk. 15:7, 10; 1 Pet. 1:12; Rev. 5:11, 12), heralded the glad

tidings.

Dazzled by the radiant glory, the shepherds m1ght have
thought it was all a dream which would fade with the morn- .

ing light, had they not been given a token that the tidings
were true. They would find a babe, wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger. ‘Surely this was a strange sign
of Deity (Lk. 2:34)! How utterly unlike the spectacular
signs which worldlings demanded (Matt. 27:40-44; Mk, 8:11,
12; Lk. 11:16; 23:8; John 2:18; 6:30)! And yet, the In-
camatwn was a stupendous mlracle—the infinite God veiling
Himself in the' flesh of a little child.

III. The Child—verses 15 to 20.
The himble shepherds have pointed out to us the way in

which the word of the Lord is to be received. They listened

. in Godly fear to the evangel proclaimed by the angels (Lk.

8:15; Acts 8:6), recognizing that the message was from the
Lord (Acts 10:38; 1 Thess. 2:13). Not satisfied with a mere

intellectual knowledge of the good news, they made a personal

investigation for themselves (John 4:39-42; Acts 17:11).

When once they were convinced that the message was" true, -
they ‘declared it to others (Acts 4:20, 29; 2 Cor. 4:13). They '

also glorified and praised God for the wonderful revelation

which He .had given them of a holy Saviour Who had been -

born in Bethlehem (Psa. 106:12; Matt. 2:10, 11). So may we

all bow our hearts before the Chnst of God, and. reverently .

adore Him (Psa. 95:2; 100:2;_106:12). J

Mary of Nazareth treasured in her heart the memory of .

her. sacred experiences (verses 19, 51).
and too deep for utterance, and even for understanding.

They were too holy |

" Rapturous joys and poignant griefs wére strangely mingled

for the one whom God-had chosen to be.the mother of our -

Lord (Lk 1 28-56’2 34, 35).

SUNDAY 'SCHOOL LESSON OUTLINES
FOR 1943

HE Outline of the Sunday School Lessons for the

coming year as drawn up by Dr. Olive Clark and -

printed in the issue of November. 18th last, is to be re-
produced for use of Sunday School teachers ‘and scholars :
in a handy size, approximately half that of this page. -
It has been found that this size 6f Outline is very use--~

ful as a reminder for it fits easily into a Bible of ordin-
ary dimensions. Sunday School superintendents and

teachiers who wish to obtain these Lesson Outlines should ,

write at once to THE GOSPEL WITNESS, specifying the
number required.
price as one of our supermtendents is domg the work

at céost price for his own convenience and is Wwilling to

serve others also. The approximate cost, will, however,
be in the neighbourhood of $1.50 per thousand. Prices
for smaller amounts will be in proportion, with cost of
postage added. It will be necessary to receive orders at
once. —W S.W.

It is not possible to quote the exact
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Once more people are beginning to ask, “What shall I give for Chrutmnl? lmmedmtely it ﬂuhet into every-
one's: mind, This is the fifth Christmas of the war,- -and we must be practical, exceptionally practical, in our giving; .
we must give something of present worth, and something that will be of worth throughout the. whole year. .

“The Gospel Witiiess” can help you in your selection of gifta not only practical but that will bring comfort lnd .

- ' BOOKS BY DR SHIELDS - .
No. 1. "“Othser Little- Shipe” - © e e eieeg 8100
' Beautifully bound in blue cloth w:th gllt letters, 280 pages. '

-'Bound in -cloth, gilt letters.
' IDEAL  GIFT FOR PASTOR STUDENT OR OTHER CHRISTIAN WORK.‘.R

" THE GOSPEL WITNESS

AL CHRISTMAS PRFSF.NT WHICH RINGS YOUR FRIEND'S DOOR BELL 52 TIMES A YEAR

" the goapel to the unconverted, edify the -alnu. lnd mlnuter comfort 'to the nhut-mn and the bereaved.

'No. 3. “The Gospel Witness” with copy of “Behmd the Dictators” or “Antichrist” ¢
T any address postpald—$2 00. . .

'No. 4. - “The Gospel Witness” to six separate addressea—$9 00. -
No. 5. ‘The Gospel Witness” to three separate addresses—$5.00.

No. 6. “The Gospel Witness” and a copy of “Other Little Ships” or “The Adventures of
< a Modern .Young Man”—To one or more addresses, postpald—$2 50 (Regularly

¢ $2.00 and $| .00 respectively, or $3.00.) - :
your. cc))::l:rc::d“tof ?::::?tlmxn:::hn;:llr:sl pvtv'l‘l,ln.fo:;:';d -:tl dtow:a:”:llvlemv::lll ::c?:aye dv:::h y‘?‘“”ltr::lt l:r,z:og“::l: :::l’l‘:.l: '

wise, we will provide the card and use ‘as you direct.
(All subscriptions thus sent in will count in the cunpaxgn for mcreanng the circulation—and- influence—-of

that used by the Editor), $15.00, $10:00, $5.00, $2. 00 and $1.00 respectively, are offered t6 persons lendmg in

subscriptions. All' sending five lublcnptlom will ‘receive an autographed copy of the Editor's book, “The "Ad-

" ventures of a Modern Young Man™, and all und.lng two -ub-cnphom ‘will receive a copy of Baron Porcelll.‘book
Tho Anhohnn—Hu Portrut and Hinoty ) - . .

. ORDER FORM e,
THE GOSPEL WITNESS, )
130 Gerrard St. East, T?ronto 2, Can.d-
. Please find enclosed $.. - for wlnch lend No. 1, 2,3, 4, 5, 6 ‘as per abovo advertuement :
(cross out number or numbers not ordered) to’ the follewmg addreu or nddreueu
~. " 'Name ) ' . Address

ey e ,

- Signature
< : . -t Address;: -

“WHAT SHALL 1 GIVE FOR CHRISTMAS‘?””"'

encouragement .during. the ennre twelve months of the ‘new year. We lut our suggestions below e

Y

No. 2. “The Adventures of a Modern Young Man” - - - B - '_ - $I..60 .' 1

e

".Send “The Gonpel Witness” to as many friends as poulble for 52 consecutive weeks. Each week it vn“ pmell " i

“The Gospel Witness @nd Protestant Advocaté”, in connection with which prizes of a $25.00 Bible (duplicate of ~ |’




