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Editorial NotesO 
Wisdom Is Ju.stifi.ed of Her Children 

O~ Sunday evening, June 23rd, 19~0, immediately. fol
lowing "the collapse of France, this Edit9r p:reached a 
sermon from Jarvis Street pulpit which we entitled, ''"The.' 
Pope!s· Fine Italian Hand in· Petain's Treachery." We 
may at a later date reprint the sermon, ·for it is just as 
'up-to-date to-daY.. as it was two years ago.. . 

In that sermon we pointed out that France had not 
been defeated on the, field of battle, but had :been be
trayed from wit'hin. . In the' sermon we find this para-
graph: . . , 

"Why Mussolini at ,last? 'Some ''Say he itid no fig'hting,
why cal:! him. in? I.believe it was Mussolini 'and F.ranco, 
·as the instruments of 'the Vatican, who accomplished the 
SUT"render of hance,' not Hitler. Like -Iscariot, he knew 
the pI-ace, and the ·men who could :be used; 'and now he 

. comes. at last to receive his' thil"ty :pieces of 'silver. It is 
my. conviction that" F·rance was 'as certain:iy betrayed as 
'Belgium; 'betrayed ,on the order of the chief priest of the 
Vatican t~tough the medium of :Mussolini and Franoo." 
At.that time, the Pope had not spoken as he later did, 

when' he, gave his ,blessing to the Petain ,regime. But 
now' we 'know where Vichy stands. We know that it is 
an ally of 'Hitler, and the press of to-day 'reports a stern 

. message delivered .by. Mr. Cordell Hull, American Secre
tary of State, to the Vir,hy representative, re'specting the 
latest inf~ous proposal. of Laval.to conscript, French 
labour for work in German factories. . , <> _ 

And stilL Ottawa retains its Vichy representative! We 
sometimes wonder: whether a glimpse into the files of 
Rem!'Ristelheuber'at Ottawa might not explain 'some of 
the Atlantic sin kings so near to the Canadian Coast? 
Why is the Vichy representative retained? Everyone 
'](nows he was· a traitor to the Republican Government of 
'France' which appointed him.. He has publicly declared 
that .France's fall was the judgment of God upon her for 
forsaking the Churctt .. So,.in order to please the Pope's 
F'ifth Colu~n 'in Quebec, the Canadian Government re
tains the Vichy representative. 

But it is not. in Que-bec only, as we have frequently 
~inted out,' that .we have to do. with the Fifth Column, 
for the .Roman Catholic Church is a Fifth <;:!olumn every
where. 

As a sidelig.ht on. this matter, we I)ri~t 'below an edi~ 
torial from 7'-",e Canadian Register, of',september twelfth, 
the official Roman CathoJi.c 'organ. It speaks for itself: 

Petain Breaks th~ Shackles 
It is seldom that the press has a good ·w.ord !for M'ar

shal Petain's .Government. As Ii. ,genet:al il'1l:le ·the scribes' , 
elect to forget that the heroic old soldier has ibeen ,locked ' 
dnto 'a very tight co.rner 'and is surrounded 'by all 'but in- . 
sup..erable difficulties. And so ,it may not 'be amiss £Or a' 
CatlioIic Plllpea: to draw attention to certain, facts whioh 
indicate. the emergence of 'a truly Ohristian 'F·rance when 
the sorrow, ruin and desolation of the' present are but 
ugly memories. '. ' I 

As early as September, 1940, the Petain .regime ibegan 
the restoration ;of the freedom of the Chure.h by abrogat
ing the law of July 7,1904, which forbade religious orders 
.to engage in educational work. Then in February, 1941, all 
property !Which' had Ibeen confiscated from the diocese of 
France was ,restored to them. Next came a 'law which 
-sanctioned the return of thi ,Carthusian Mon~s and :re
stored to them the ;property of the Grande Chal'lflreuse, 
mother :bouse of the Order, !from which the monks were 
expelled during the French Revolution ·and to which they 
,returned in 1816, only to Ibe eJOpeHed again 85 years 'later. 
FinaHy came .the -law of April, 1942, which removed the 
disabili,ties :pI-aced on lreUgious orders Iby the Law of As
sociations of July I, 1901 . 

'The shackles with which 'aggressive and militant anti
cl~ricalism crippled the activity of the Cti.urch 'are thus 
'being broken, and a new' Concordat 'With the Holy See 
seems a . certainty once the invaders 'are .hurled from 
French soil. . 

.:.....n. A.C. 

'-A Word About The t;;spel Witness" 
"THE GOSPEL WITNESS has a very considerable num'ber 

of interested friends who from time to tinie send us help 
for the paper. W:h~n we appeal for .oth~r interests, as 
we so often do, there is a generous, response, but almost 
invariably contribution for THE GOSPEL WITNESS de-

'clines. We are grateful to'all our friends who have suf
''(icient ,con,tidence in THE G08PEL WITNESS to feel that 
when an appeal is made for any object, it must be a 
w<lrthy one. -

But for 'a year past now THE GOSPEL WITNESS has 
, spent" lavishly.. Somej issue~ ihav:e been as, much as· six-
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teen thousand copies in excess of our normal issue. 
These have been mailed all over the country in the in
terest of THE CANADIAN PROTESTANT LEAGUE. THE Gos
PEL WITNESS has literally spent thousands of dollars for 
THE LEAGUE, but we have' refused :to allow THE LEAGUE 
to reimburse THE WITNESS treasury. We 'have gladly 
done what we ·have done as a contribution to the interests 
of Canadian Protestantism. 

N otwiths'tanding, printers' bills do come in. So also 
do the 'bills from the postoffice-and they all have to be 
paid. THE GOSPEL WITNESS could greatly enlarge its 
work if some of its friends would recognize what we have 
frequently said, that it is a hewer of wood and drawer 
of water for every good cause. We shall be glad of eon
tri,butions of any size, however small-$1.00, $2.00, or 
$5.00; but weare constantly praying that God will open 
the eyes of some of His stewards to see the possibilities 
of a paper wholly dedicated to the propagation of evan
gelical prin~iples; and who would therefore give, not a 
dollar or two, ,but 'hundreds---or even thousands of dollars 
-for the' extension of this work. 

When a young man daringly proposed to buyout a 
certain daily paper, he enlisted the help of a very rich 
man, and told him that he wanted an enor~ous a,mount . 
of money. We presume he obtained the money. But we 
doubt whether such a paper will do as much good in a 
month as THE GOSPEL WITNESS does)n a week .. This is 
a missionary enterprise. Please. send us what help you 
can. 

The Kensit Mobile Canteen Fund 
THE CANADIAN' PROTESTANT LEAGUE has sent two 

drafts of three hundred pounds each to Mr. Kensit, for 
the purchase of two mobile canteens. Mr. Kensit ca,bled 
us some time ago saying that such equipment 'as Ihe had 
in mind would cost a:bout three hundred' pOl,lnds each. 
We have just received word from him to the effect that 
the price has been raised, and that they will C,ost three 
hundred and ninety-five pounds each. The six hundred 
pounds we have sent to England, in dollars, amounted to. 
$2,686.00; and the one 'hundred and ninety pounds extra 
will amount.to $851.20. 

We Ibelieve the treas~ry has '$400.00 or $500.00 toward, 
that amount. We are sure· our readers will understand 
.bow the canteeD;s should cost more than the original esti
mate. We ourselves felt that estimate was very low. IMIl", 
Kensit proposes to have a public dedicatory service of the 
canteens when they are ready, and' asks us to na,me some
one in' England who could represent THE CANADIAN 
PROTESTANT LEAGUE. We shall ask the Executive Coin
mittee 0:1) THE LEAQUE to do this. But in the meantime 
it has 'occurred to us that many who have not yet sU'b
scribed to t1)e Mjobile Canteen Fund, 'hearing of this' 
extra requirement, may be disposed to' do so; and that 
even many of those who sent us all that we really asked 
for-a contribution 'of $1.0O-.may ·be. disposed to send ,a 
little more. , . 

Let us hear from you as speedily as possible, so that 
WE.' may soon have the necessary ,balance in hand. 

Sheer Nonsense! 
We print below a news item from thedaiIy press' set

ting out the views of the retiring moderator of the United 
Church, as expr.essed at the ·meeting of the General 
Council. 

How is it ·possi'ble for Christians to unite with a bia~
phemous -idolatrous system such 'as the Roman Cathol.ic 
Church. Has the retidng moderator never read the 
bloody history of that anti-Christian instit~tion? Does 
he' know nothing of her anti-Christian doctrinal position, 
and of her utterly pagan forms of worship? Of course 
Cardinal Hinsley approved, as no doubt the whale ap
proved of the terms of its union with Jonah! No doubt 
Modernists who sail in a -ship without compass or chart, 
or helm, w()uld' also approve. A man bound for p.owhere 
is wmi-ng to go anywh~re, . 

With the Council's pledge to the' King and its accom
panying resolution all loyal British Canadians wiII heart
ily agree; but with the moderator's talk of co-operation 
with 'Rome even in worship, involving as it would the 
worship of Mary, and of angels, and of saints, no regeIJr 
erate man or woman of any Biblical intelligence could f~r 
a moment approve. One might as well suggest co-opera
tion with Petain and Laval, or indeed with Hitler ·and 
MussoIini, for they are no more certainly the. implaca:~!e 
foes of Christianity and of Britain and all her institu
ti()ns, than is the Vatican state the enemy of Evangelical 
Christianity and of all the freed()ms of which it is the 
originator a·nd perpetuator. 

Of the . 'remarks . of the retiring moderator. of the 
United Church we can only say it is sheer unm.itigated, 
unadulterated, nonsense. 

But here follows the news item: 

RELIGIOUS DIVISIONS BRANDED "TRAVESTY'" 

Co-operation, "If Not Organic Union" Among 
Churches Urged 

, . Special to The Star 
BeIlevHle, Ont .• Sept. Hi-Co-operation, if not organic 

union, between religious denominations iIi wartime, was' 
urged by IRt. Rev. A .. S. Tuttle; retiring moderator. be-
fore the United Church general council here. . 

"Any.bhing less is a travesty on Christianity." he s·aid. 
"The chu·rch must heal its own divisions." 

He said. Pr,otestants and 'Roman Catholics had found 
it possible to worship together in a service in England, 
IWith the approval of Cardinal Hinsley. ROman' Catholic 
primate of England. ' 

The council.p'ledged itself to an aU-out war efl:ort in a 
message ,to the King in which it said: "We have set ,oM
selves ·to endure until the counsels of evi:l men, who would 
enslave us, shall be .bllOught to'naugtht and the false gods 
whom they f.oUow ·shalL ,be ,banished away. so that the 
nations, under .the one ,true God. shaJll be free ,to fashion 
a society nearer to the mind of Christ.'" . 

Quebec Regiment Prisoners Mostly' 
EngIish-Speaking 

At the time of its ()ccurrence, we called' attention to 
the fact that a regiment in Montreal. and another, in 
Quebec City, were unable to secure the necessary number 

. of recruits to make up their complement, In Toronto 
there were hundreds of men asking to ·get into the ll-rmy, 
who could not be absorobed for some reason of ,bungling 
by the authorities. However, both.Montreal and Quebec 
regiments sent officers to Toronto, and made up their 
cOD!plement with .Toronto men. 

F()llowing the Dieppe affair, the Government propa
ganda, through the Canadian press, so magnified the ~x
.ploits of the French-Canadian regiment that' one ·might 
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have wondered whether there were any English-speak
ing Canadians in the affair at all. All honour ,tQ the 
men who fought a,t, Dieppe, whether Englill'h, or French, 
or. Scotch, or Irish, Qr Poles, or Jews, or whatnot-they, 
all fought nobly. The sad fact, however, is, that most 
of the French-Canadians are still safely at home. Mr. 
Chaloult, it .may .be remembered, said one had to look for 
the British with a magnifying glass. -

We 'have clipped the following item from the ~atesi 
issue of The Sentinel, September 17th, which our ,readers 
will, find quite suggestive: 

Quebec Regiment Prisoner8 M08dy 
Engli8h-Speaking 

A check over the names on the list of 28 officers and 
228 other ranks of the Royal Rifles of Canada who were 
at Hong Kong and 'are now prisoners of war Pl'IOvides an 
interesting sideli/rht on ,the enlistment of the Flrench
Canadians in the Canadian Army. '!be Ust ;is by no 
means complete, being comp,Hed from [etters ,addressed 
by th'e men to their ,relatives which 'reached Canada the 
,last week in August. This, however, was the first mail 
to arrive in this c,ountry and the men were said to have 
'been ,given permission iby the Japanese to write one ~et
ter each. ~he olist, therefore, lIDay ibe said ,to give in a 
general way the il'acial complexion of .the men of the 
Regiment. 

Should the Churches Pray for Victory and 
Vengeance? 

By Rev., John Wilmot, London 
To the 'Christian churches there iii appointed a unique 

ministry toward the secular powers, a ministry which 
they alone are qualified to exercise and which, being the 
instrumental cause, is designed, under the supreme and 
providential rule of the King eternal, to effect extensive 
benefits; resulting from the due administration of law 
by governing auth()rities and the accompanying ministry 
of grac~ by the churches (1 Tim. i.). The Lord Jesus 
Christ, having ascended to 'heaven, "angels and authori
ties and powers beipg made su'bjec,t unto Hhn",and He 
having been invested with "all authority in heaven and 
in earth", these governing powers, including "kings and 
all that 'are in 8:uthority", are even now accountable to 
Him, as bearing not the sword in vain, ,being appointed 
"'8 revenger to execute wrat'h \lipon him that doeth evil'" 
(R<>m. xiii.). Christian .churches, therefore, are called 
to support or to resist, .by their ministry of intercessory 
and imprecatory prayer, righteous or lawless govern

. ments and nations; which. applied to the pres!,!nt .situa-
tion, means that they should supplicate the throne of 
grace, which is aJso the throne of the majesty in the 
heavens, for the interference of the Lord in a 'dual man
ner, namely, the blessing of divine mercy on the United 

,Bearing in mind that the Royal Rifles of Canada is a 
Quebec regiment, recruited in that province, in which the 
peoplll (Jf British extraction constitute only 14 ,per cent 
of the po.pulation and the French-Canadians a shade . over 
80 per cent, it 'WiU be interesting to know that of the 
total number of men, listed as ,prisoners of war, namely 
256, ONLY 31 MIGHT BE CLASSIFIED AS FRENCH
'CANADIAN, accln'ding to names. 

That w.ould seem to mean that of this group, at ~east, 
of the ,Quebec regiment, only about 12 per cent came' 
Ifrof1l the French-Canadians who comprise 80 per cent 
of the population, or, in other, Wjords, the 'English-speak
ing 14 per cent of the Quebec ,pe,ople supplied about 88 
per·cent of the men. 

. Nations in their colossal task of conquering and crush
ing lawlessness, and the justice of di;vine vengeance u.pon 
the indisputably evil Axis Powers. In'this connection 
the scriptures use "evil" and "good" governmentally and 
,not ind.ividually, for in the latter application, "there is 
.none that doeth good, no not one" .. It is, therefore, alto-

John Ruskin's Verdict Upon Roman 
. Catholicism 

"My firmly expressed belief ... that the entire doctrine 
and system ()f the R.C. Church is in the fullest sense 
anti-Christian; that its lying and idolatrous power is 
the darkest plague that ever ·held commission to hurt the 
earth; that all these yearnings for union and fe110wsnip 
and common' obedience, wh-ich have been the root of our 
late ,heresies, are as false in their grounds as they are 
fatal in their termination; that we never can have the 
remotest fe])()wship with the utterers of that fearful 
falsehood and··live; that we have nothing to look to from 
,them ,but treacherous hostility; and that, exactly in pro
portion to the sternness of our separation from them will 
be nQt only the ,spiritual ,but the temporal 'blessings 
granted by God to this country." , 

-From The Outlo~k, London. 

'Why Two Sermons? 
O~r readers may thi~k' this issue rather heavy with 

two sermons. The· reason for. their pUblication is that 
,the evening sermon cannot ~be omitted because its publi
cation has been promised. The morning sermon was ask
ed for :by so many as being of practical value that we have 
complied with their request; Any who think it is- too 
much must forgive us this week, and pass it over. In any 
event" the two sermons will give some idea of what the 
poor Jarvis Street people have to put up with in one day! 

gether consistent w~th the sovereign rule of· our Lord 
Jesus Christ in law and in grace that Christians pray for 
l'etribution, just and full, to be visited temporally upon 
evil governments and nations, and to seek that eternal 
salvation be granted through the gospel to individual 
penitent sinners of ~ankind (I,Tim. i. 1-11). 

This ministry ot prayer is not given to one assembly 
but to all "everywhere" (1 Tim. xi. 8). Faithf.ul men in 
enemy countries thus wi~1 pray for the overthrow of 
their own wicked governments, and :biblically instructed . 
churehes and believers throughout Christendom should 
,be found in one accord on the present issues in which -
case there would be no "problem" of prayer objectives 
in oppOSItion. Prayer must 'be expressed: "Take with 
you words"; and it must be with definiteness and i:mpor
tunity; it ·may prove to be a "trying of your faith", and 
faith is "nothing wavering" (Jas. i.). It must be accord
ing to the will ()f God, that is, as declared hi His Word, 
and thus will take account of these reve'aled principles 
accordant with His Own harmonious' attri,butes Who 
Himself is "the habitation .'of justice". What untold in
fluence for good might be exerted to-day if all the 
churches in Britain were found true to the Bible 'as the 
Word of God, their members loyal in attendance, con
tinuing instant in prayer, and not slothful in the busi
ness but fervent in spirit, serving the Lord! 

God has manifold ways of working His' Own will, but 
His established order is to influence temporal govern
ments through spiritual grace~ Nations thus influenced 
especially· are God's' instruments, ,both' to their own na
tionals and to other nations; and the ,State, by this effec
tual ordering of Providence, becomes a servant to 
Christ's messengers sent from the churches to evangelize 

" . / 
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the world. God constituted human' government and gave in the ·abiding covenant of ·grace. And since God's way 
counsel concerning it in this very connection' (Rom. i.- 5; with Israel is intended as a warning to the Gentile Na
xvi. 26 with xii). The teaching which recognizes no such tions and to Christendom (Jer. xxv.; Rom. xi.), may we 
relationship ·between Christian churches and the sec~lar' not cherish the return to our Nation of divine favour; 
-power, by reasoning that Israel meantime is displaced to which end should not the churches ·be seeking un;" 
and the Chu·rch is heavenly in c~ai'acter and destiny, 'ceasingly, and with ·~II earnestness of entreaty, His out-. 
lacks scriptu'ral support. Until the appearing, in glory pouring upon ·us of the spirit of grace ·and of 
of "'the blessed and only Potentat~" when "the· times of supplications? , 
the Gentiles" will be terminated, the respective and mu- Considered o/ficiaUy, we' may be thankful that constitu:, 
tual responsibilities of Chureh and !State will continue. ti'onally' Chiistian Truth is still 'acknowledged and in 
Then in the age to come, Christ and His Church, with measure maintained: the throne and the framing of 
Igraei as the foremost nation then completely Christian' statutes and laws in our iand being thus establishe.d, we 
on earth, will rule the nations, ~aw' and gos'pel aUke being are still in official profession a Christian country. And 
administered directly and governptentally from the .yet, whpe the Name of.the Deity is reverently used by our 
heavenly eity, wherein shall be the throne-of God and the King and .. Queen and men of State in. publ~c utterances, 
Lamb; and the nations shall walk in rits light. .has not the Name of our Lord Jesus ChrIst ~een con-

The present calling of the Church may, therefore, be spicuously omitt~~? There is .no hesitation in sPeaking 
the designed preparation for her ·future ruling vocation of our. Christian civilization. Why not, then, th~ open 

'(Rev. ii. 26, 27; xix. 15; xx. 4; I ,Cor. vi. 2). ~he appI~- acknowledgment of Christ, our ~mly Lord 'and God? Is 
, 'cation by the apostles of O:,r .. prophecy· establIshes thIS the omission. aCcounted for .by the·.fad that ,within the 

divine intention; the Church now is to render service British Empire there are Moslem,s and Pagans. wh~' d~ not 
to the State and the State should respect the ministry aclmowledge Christ? If this be the explanation, the fear 
of the ChurCh, .both .being accountable to Him Who is of giving offence, it 'ispertinent to consider wheth~r ~he 
Lord.of all. The "·rulers" of the apostles' time should God of' Nations may not withdraw from us our ChrIstIan 
have heeded their message! "Be wise, .now, therefore, mission: whether we are not thereby giving. offence to 
o ye kings, .be instructed ye' judges of the earth" (Ps.· Him for "all men' should honour the .Son even as they 
iii.;· Acts iv.). Though it' is predicted that the Church hon~ur the Father; he that :honoureth not the Son, ihon
would be "hated of ,aU nations", the Powers which afflict oureth not the Father which hath sent .Him" (J:ohn v.). 
the Church even as ·the nations which afflict Israel, .ahal. C And the scripture which authorizes this ministry of the 

. by no means escape the judgment of· God (Matt. xxv.; . ch'urches to the State announces also the one and :only 
Acts xii.; Ps. xciv.; Luke xviii.;. Rom. xii., etc.). way of access and' audience wi,th God Most High,. "for 

The "times of the Gentiles" began with the withd·rawal there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, 
of ruling power:from Israel. and its delegation to Nebu- the Man Christ Jesus, Who 'gave Himself a ransom for 
chadnezzar. God is no respecter of· nations, not even of all to ibe testified in due time". It 'is through the Son's 
chosen and privileged· Israel' when principles of Truth 'are . meritoriousness and mediation alone that.·prayer of any 
in question. The :beginning of. these "times" oprov!des kind for any object is heard at all. Th~ough Him a:lone, 
an intended example of wh8;t God expected from natIOns therefore, shall it mercifully be .giv-en to. us once' a.gain. 

'. so entrusted, applicable' to' their' whole course. N~b~- to lead quiet and peaceable livel) in godliness and ,honesty, 
chadnezzar, ·a pagan, was made to recognize "the King and to our nation a lengthening of tranquility. (I Tim. 
eternal. immortal, invisi'ble, the only wise God" . . His fall ii.; Daniei iv. 27.) . . . 
was 'oc~asioned 'by pride of power brought under divine. But the Ch~urch must pray !orand against .. She:must 
discipline. . The prophetjn his remonstrance summed up support the rule of law and resi~t the reign of 'Iawless
the divine demand upon this Minister of ,State which ness. Her privileged ministry is that of intereessory: aJ.ld 

'. _ contained briefly two principle~, namely: toward God, . imprecatory pray~r' (I Tim. n.; Luke xviii.; Rev. vi.; 
to exercise rule in righteousness, and 'toward men; ~he Rom. xii.; Psalm xci·v., etc.). The law is nece&~ary to the 
extending of mercy to' th~ miserable; that is, .to rule. gospel (I Tim. L). Deliverance from ~'unreasonable 'and 
with.'a viE!W to the ,glory of God 'and the good :of the gov- wicked men" (which js not a prayer for their conver
erned' (Daniel iv. 27, 34-37; 2 Samuel xxiii. 3) .. T'hese sion!) is needful that "the word of the Lord may have. 
"times'" are not yet ended, and whatever changes, con- free course and !be .glor~fied" (2 Thess. iii.). Only when 
stitutional, territorial,' etc., have or may yet come to the the Lord had made the grave for vile Assyria, Israel's 
nations 'the indispensable laws of God 'and liabilities of oppressor, 'Could' tlJ,e p'ropl!et a!lnoupce, ";Behold, 'up.on 
govern~ents remain irreducioble and irrevocable; apply- the mountains the feet of him that bringeth .good tId
ing to Israel in the past and the Gentiles in the present, ings" (Nahum i. 14-115). The grave wa'8 the necessary 
and in .the future to ,be 'honoured perfectly under the preparation for the gospel. The Church must entreat the 
sovereign universal reign of the Lord Jesus Christ' with Lord to mark the "threatenings" of her foes ·if she is to 
His saints. . be granted "all bold,nes~" to "preach the word" (Acts 

. Does our Nation; ·and do the United Nati:ons, confo~ iv.). When the grave of perdition is djgged deep enough 
in a~y measure to th~e principles? It is ~ell that we to bury the Ax~s criminals _ in ju4gment ·and justice, 
turn the searchlig.ht upon _ourselves. ConSIdered . ~- . Christian evangelists may find open c!oors among. the 
tically, ·how ,grievously we ·have departed from the lIght downtrodden and oppresosed remnants in Europe to enter. 
of Truth from our evangelical traditions and from our with the gospel of .. peace. 
God-fearing heritage! "Shall I not ~isit them .fo~ th~e 
things-?" asked the Lord of Israel wl.!.en she hkewlSe 
apostatized from His Word, . and His chasten.ing hand lay 
heavily upon her. But'He returned and .showed ~er~y 
through her penitence and· prayer, and wIll do .sp agal~ 
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A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday· Evening, September 13th, 1942 

(,StenogralPhica:Hy' .Reported) 

"Then the king of .lsl'ael called, a:U the elders of the land, and said, Mark, I pray 
you, and see how this man seeketh mischief: for ihe sent unto me for my wives, and for 
my children, and for my silver, and for my 'giOld; and I denied hlm. not. 

"And aN. the elders and aU the people said .unto him, Hearken not ·unto him, nor '. 
c.onsent."----'I. Kiings 20:7, 8. I. 
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Prayer Before the Se~on 0 Lord, look with favour ~pon Thy Church. Hast Th9'1l not 
.our eyes, 0 Lord, are unto Thee. Verily it is true that the chosen iher, and 'given Thyself !for her, that she might ibe 

heavens declare Thy glory, and the' nr'lD:ament showeth Thy . h.oly 'and without !blame 'before ,Thee in ,love? Send,. to Thy 
handiwork; yet ibave we seen in its !fu~ness the glory of God in waiting people '1i1 :heavenly revival that shaH sweep us forward 
the fllCe of Jesus IChrist, Who is Himself the effu!l'gence of Thy into 'wider fie1ds of se~ce.· . 
glory. We 'Worship Thee, 0 God, as we have seen Thee by Bless all Thy ministers who preach Thy Word. Some have 
faith in ,the person·of Jesus Christ. Having seen Him, we turned aside from Thy Book. Call them Iback! Ob, caB,them 
have seen the F·ather;and thr.ough Him, ,by one Spirit, \We back! ,Kindle in their hearts a new 'Passion for the soul·s. of 
come unto the F·ather; Aecept,'O Lord, in His nairne, and .men, and·a new and deeper devotiOn to the person of Christ. 
through the merit ~f His infinite 'sacrifice, the 'Worship of . BIess those who stiH stand by the .glorious Book; wherever 
humble and contrite ihearts. We have come for this above a1~ they ·may lbe, strengthen thei,r hand in God. Hasten tihe day 
things this evening, .that we may worshi'P God; that we may when the number of Thine eiect shall beaccompli~hed, when 
bow in :hum'ble acknowledgment of His greatness and' His the body of Christ oShall be complete, and Thy pUl':poses of. 
go<Xiness, of His a'bounding ·grace to sinners, through the per- gqoace for a 'sinful world 'shall ,have reached their consumma-
son of His Son. tion. . 

We !praise Theerthat we have ,learned, for Thou hast taught Upon the wor.ld that Heth in the wicked one without, we 
us, that oG.od: so !loved the world, that He ,gave Ihis only be- ask ·that Thou wHt fook in mercy •. Other sheep Tho'u hast 
gotten ,Son. We think of Him 'as the Giver of all goOd, and who are not yet safely fofded. Call them i:ri., we pray Thee. 
of Thee in ·ter.ms of His disclosure of Thyself .. Great as are We think to-night of the 'Ooppressed of Eur.ope, of the tens 
the heav.ens, wonderful as are all the works of Thy hands, of thousands of Thine own dear children who love the Lord 
fuH as ds the earth of the ,goodness of tihe Lord, yet in the Jesus, 'Who are living in cireumstances that constitute an 
face of Jesus Christ, di·inmed with telmI, d'rawn with agony, earthIy heU, ensIaved and. oppressed. .0 Lord, hear the cr.y 

.oo)Ved at Ilast in death, we see the infinite compassion of our of :the captive! Wast Thou not anointed' to ;hind up the brok
God, the Grace that wHle"th not the death of the sinner, ~ut enhearted, to proe1aim Hberty to the. captives, and the apen
that all Should turn unto Thee anc;llive. . ing of the !prison .to them that .a.re bound ? ~1l1fil Thy glori"ou8 

Who w,oould not Iove Thee? Who would 'not- serve Thee? pur-pose, and ,go f9rth to victory. Lord, wi.Jt Thou bless poor, 
FQrgive us, 0 Lord, our haroness of heart, our blindness, that . !bleeding, mangled, enslaved Euro.pe; and China;. and the 
ever we should have failed ·to see beauty in the Lord Jesus, islands of the sea. Speedily do Thou IIlnsheath 'and whet Thy 
:that we shou:ld ever have heen wi·thout desire toward Him. gLittering .sword, and Ilet '1'hine hand take hold on ju~ent, 
Now that we have 'seen Him, we have learned what God' is and go forth in judgment 'against the workers fJf iniguity. 
from His Hps; from His life, and death, and .resurrection. We 
bring Thee not the praises of our lips .only, though the sacci- We pray for Russia, bleeding Russia! It must be adinittei:l 
fice ()f praise be the fruit of !}ipsgiviing thanks unto Thy name; that she has sinned ....... and yet, in view of her Oopportunities, 
'but l)V.e come to render Thee ,the praise of fJu·r Ihearts. Bow not 'ha1f 'so Igrievously as we. ,Bless .her, and in Stalingll'ad 
down-Thine ear al').d ,hear us as we make melody in our ihearts to-nigh1; stand with her forces. May the Captain of the ·host 
unto the Lord. :0 that Thou wouldst stoop ,to illS in T.hine in- . of the Lord Who led Thy people in triumph as they marehed 
finite compassion; that Th.ou wouldst listen,. not alone to about the city of Jericho, take command; and if it must needs 
prayers ,that are arlicu1ate, .but to our . sighs 'and .groans and be in o·rder to deliverance that Thy H'ghtning should strike, 
unutter.~d desire.s, for many of us :long after Thee with an or that the earth should quake, or unseasonable weather 
insatiable :longing, 'and can never be satisfied until we are sat- sh"ould come-use whatever weapon' TMu ··an .pleased to use 
isfied in Thee. . " . out of Thine arm.oury. Brea·k the power af this accursed man, 

We' rejoice that there is .a door o.pened into the presence of who, if he be not Antichrist, is so much like him, that he 
the Divine. M'ajesty, and we come to have audience with .the must :be a 'SOl1 of ·peroition. Crusp him, and remove him fr,om . 
Lord f h h" the face of the earth! Give us victory in the Middle East; 

1'0 . osts at W, ose command there are powers superior defeat the counsels of' the Ahithophels in the councils of the 
to the combined might of all men. nations against whom we contend. Give wisdom to the lead-

Hear us for fJurselves, for we are poor and needy. Thou ers of the Allied Nations, those 'Who are charged with great 
dost mark the sparrows' fall, and number the. hairs of our responsIbility, who must determine courses that shalll ibe 
heads, and- put our tears in Thy bottles; our prayers are taken .. Let Thy wisdom prevail. . 
treasured lQefore Thee in the golden via1'S fulll .of incense . 
which is the :prayers of saints. What' a God Thou. a.r.t! Wie. We wme back in our 1Jhought to this company, to illS who 
s·!tall ador~ Thee for ever! We sihalI never, here or hereafter" .wait Ibefore ~hee in this place of. pr:ayer .. As 'We wait, may 
ce~se to g:Ive The~ .tha~ks for the 'open door where the God Heaven come down our souls to ·meet, and gloi'y croWn ~e 
of ·grace meets our petitions. merey s~at. FfJr His .glor.y's sake, Amen. 

Look up.on this congregation as individuals, with' an our We have turned to tibis·.chapter for instrl,lction on .more 
needs; minister to us out of Thine 'infinite ,resou'rces as ·we, . 
in'o~ d·gnorance, could never .ask Thee. to minister. We come than one ocCasion, but it is still a well of water from 
saying with ,gladness, Let the Lord do what seemeth Him which we .may·draw again for our ref·reshment and in": 
good to His 'servants, and we shan be satisfied' with the fat- Bpiration. I have read to you .the stOry of the Syrian 
ness of Thy house, aIi~ he made to drink of the river ~f Thy king who besieged Saimi.ria, hnd demanded of the king 
pleasures; of Israel that he should surrender to him :his wives and 
, We ask, 0 iLord, for Th·ine evening. benediction upon the his' chHdren, his silver and his gold. rIDe kip:g of Israel 

lJIIuititude of worshi.ppers who in this city and in other .. places . 
may .be hawed: before Thee, upon the whole household of faitih, tbelieved in appeasement. He did not want war. He pro-
up,on the entire church of God redeemed: !With ·preCious Ibla;od. posed to buy off the Syrian king and replied, "My lord, 

\ 
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o king, according to thy saying, I am thine, and alI that great 'city besieged by the enemy, by some Benhadad who 
I have." would take it for his own, who sends m!,!ssengers to you 

Then there is a very signi.ficant, pregnant passage. and.to me, saying, "All that is within is mine; it be
Notwithstanding the granting of his request the king longs to me; I claim proprietorlfhip in it, and lordship 

-of Syria said, "Yet I will send my servants unto thee over it-surrender." . 
. to-morrow about this time, and they s'haIl ·seardh thine There is not a day of life in which anyone of us is 
,house, and -the 'houses of thy servants; .and it shall be, _exempt from attack. Every human soul is a Malta. The 
that whatsoever is pleasant in thine eyes, they shall put skies above ·and sea about are ever thick with the enemy. 
it in thei·r hand, and take it away." And Ahab s~id in We must always be on .the defensive, because of evil that 
effect, "That is rather a large ol'der. I thou·glht I could would insinuate itself into mind and heart, that would 
buy you off. I acceded to your first request, but :before take. possession of every faculty of the mind, and that 
that is implemented, you make a still larger demand; would pervert an.d .prostitute to' ibis evil purposes every 
you want everything I have." Then Ahab caIled his eld- power of the 'body, and fill and flood with ibis own evil 
ers together and ·said, "'Mark, I pray you, and see ibow presence tihe 'capacities of the .spirit which was ,maae to _ 
this man seeketh mischief." He 'was late in finding that :be the palace of the King-this ~vil Benhadad comes to 
out! He ou·ght to have known he was "seeking mischief" us every day, and every night, 'andall th'e time, saying, 
when the king of Syria came the first time. He asked "All. that you have is mine." 
counsel of the elders, and they said, "Hearken not unto 'I need not go into detail. A man and his wife came 
hi!n' n~r consent." So Aha~ sent the ~essengers ba<:k' to see me this morning at the close of the serVice, and 
WIth hIS refusal, and the kmg of SyrIa returned thIS the husband said, "You said this morning what I ,have 
boastful reply: "The gods do so unto me, and more also, . long felt, -but did not know how to express"; to whiab I 
if the dust of Samaria shall suffice for handfuls for all replied, "'The Word of God is a solvent of all our prob
the· people that follow me." . lemso It makes things we ·feel aJ).d that defy definition, 
, Have you' read any such boasts in your papers? "I clear to our minds, and sometimes quite articulate." 
have no further territorial ambitions in Europe"! But When I speak thus, you know whereof I speak. There 
as soon as he was granted one thing, he asked for more; is no one of us who is not under the assault of the' enemy 
and when men demurred, they were treated to a threat: all the time-at ,home, on the street; in business, re
"If you do not grant it, then we will force the issue." turning again, and even when we open God's Book, or 
That is 'a ,bit of ancient history, but it is up to the min- when we bow in prayer. Tlhis Benlbadad is always knoek
ute. 'The Bible always is. The Bible is not so' much a ing at the door, saying, "Yo.u are mine! You are mine!" 
book of rules, as one of principles that apply in the life There are many examples. of the ,principle: The ag-

. of every individual, to the life of alI nations, ancient an,d gressivenes8 of Modernism is one. In this place for 
modern. Like the multiplication table, the principles of many years we have stood for the defense of the gospel, 
which run tJhrough all ·arithmetical science, so the prin- for the integrity of God's Holy Word. We' ,have be
ciples of the Book and their ramifications apply tQ human lieved-we still believe-that this i,s the word of "God 
life everywhere. If you would have a ·guide, you must 
turn to it to learn what the will of the.Lord is. Let us that cannot lie". We :have stood for that, and we !have' 

rejected the overtures of Modernism and MiOdernists. 
, see if we can .find in this story a principle applicable to We have said, "No'; we do not wanta' shattered Bible. 
~urselves.· We want a whole Bible. We cannot .Jet you have any-

I. thing." But you know what Modernism has said?' It 
LAWLESSNESS Is ALWAYS AGGRESSIVE. It is never has been a Ben'hadad, saying, "You 9ught not to be 

static, never stagnant, never merely on the defenSIve. It fanatical. You know that· the Ibest min!ls 'are on our 
is always on the move, asking ·for-and demanding- side. If you wi11 just surrender the Book of Jonah, if 
more. you wi11 ·allow that that is not necessarily literal his-

"Sin is lawlessness," the'Scriptu're says .. The·u.]tj.mate tory to be taken as being absolutely true, we could get 
sinner, the one who ~shall gather up in !himself all evil, along. together. There are ,a few other supernatural 

, as the supreme and ultimate manifestation of- evil, is elements in the Book to which we object, and if you 
described in the Holy Book as "the lawless one", a some- would concede u:s/those, we wi11 raise the siege, and 
thing that is set against the mOl'al ~onstitution of -things, leave you alone." 
against the order of the universe, and equally a'gainst T·hat 'is the:attitude of modern unbelief toward the 
the Orderer of the universe. T,hat -lawlessness is always Word of God, and toward all that the Word conta.ins, to
aggressive, like Benhadad, demanding what. you 'have;' ward. this citadel of revelation. Modernism comes and 
saying of that which you supposed was your own, "It says, "The silver. and the gold ·are mine; I am going .to 
is mine; 'give .it up." delete them, and will give you back the Bible, not quite 

That is true of evil in the individual life, the sin that as it i-s now." That 'has been, and is, the attitude ot 
is inherent in us, and the principalities and powers which modern professed Christianity. There are not very 
are its allies without us. "The spirit that now worketh many, alas! who abide ,~y the Word of God. 
-not merely dwe11eth-in the children of disobedience" Two or th.ree times I had the privilege of ,hearing the 
is alw~ys, like Benhadad, on 0 the ~ffensive, aggressive, great London preacher, °a year or two a'go translated to 
taking more territory for its own. If I were to use glory, a Methodist, Dr. Dinsdale T. Young. I sha11 never 
.Bunyan'sphrase and figure, ·1 would describe .the ihuman forgetoa Sunday when I arrived in London, during 1Jhe 
personality ~s the City of Mansoul, an elaborate city, a' - last war, a week ahead of my engagement. I went to 
city of great complexity, and of vast wealth: the mind the City Temple in the morning, and heard a Dr. Fort· 
with all its faculties, the 'body with a11 its functions, the Newton preach on the ministry of sorrow-and he con
spirit with all its capacities for holy things. Like a trived to get through the whole sermon without the re-

I 
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motest. allusion to the Man of Sorrows. When I came cannot be assimilated.. In other words, "We remain 
out, I felt as though I had been rO'bbed, as thou·gh I apart. We intend to remain apart. We will not be uni
had not been M; church .. In the evening I went to hear fied." He ought to Mve said .that one hundred and 
Dr. Young. When the service opened, in a few words, sEventy-five years of Canadian history had 'proved to 
he set the cross of Christ and the mercyseat in the fore- a ,demonstration the impossibility of appeasing the 
ground, and the great Intercessor crowned in glory; and Roman Catholic·Church. When once you have yielded an 
invoked Heaven's ,benediction upon the, great assembly. inch, Benhadad takes a mile. ' Once you endeavour to 
I heaved a sigih of relief and said to myself, "Thank God, appease 'evil, you' do nothing but strengthen it for a 
I have come to the ,right place to-ni'ght." When it came further demand. "'The messengers came again.'" They 
to the lesson-I can ,see him now, as ihe open~d the Bible always come again. It is a significant phrase, "The mes
and f!lndled it almost as a jeweller would a casket of jew- sengers came again." You cannot get rid of them. Try 
els,saying, "And now, my dear friends, we shall read to appease the devil, and he will come agai.n-and again 
from God's infallible Word ... · How my 'soul was re- -and again. You 'cannot appease Ihim. Benhadad s'aid, 
freshed! ' ''Thanks for your concessi9n of yesterday, 'but I am com-

Modernism would deny us a whole Book. Benhadad ing again. My messengers will arrive, and whether you 
says, "Its silver and its gold is mine." - give it to them or not, they will claim carte blanche. 

You have ·'seen the 'principle illustrated in the war in . Whatever I want, they will take." ' 
Europe. You remember ;hearing Mr. Churchill's speech Said Ahab, "That is too much. I am at last discovering 
when he e~phasized again an'd again the enemy's pro- that the Syrians cannot be appeased." I received a news
gr~mme: "<?ne ,by one! one ?,y one!. one by one!" Ju~t, paper last week from a ~valued correspondent in Ottawa, 
a httle terl'ltpry at a tIme., Tlhy sIlve:t: ,and thy gold IS with an account of a certain matter there reported and 
mine; ~hy wive~ also ,and thy children." Au~tria, Czecho- on the margin of the paper this intelligent woma~ had 
slovakIa, DanZIg, Poland, ~enmark, ~e~gIU'm, Frl!-?ce~ written, "Will they never wake up?" I wonder! Will 
Norway, Hungary, Roumama, BulgarIa, Yugoslavla- they never wake up? " 
"one by. one! one by one!" . 

That is .the method of evil wherever you find it .. In We asked th~t about the Umted States; but the alarm-
the present conflict you see it on a large scale, but it is clock we?t off m Pe~rl Harbour-and Uncle Sam began 
the ,same in your life and mine. One province at a time, to rub hIS eyes. He IS partly 'awake, now-about ,a~ ~uch 
one concession, one by one, demanding surrender. awak~ ~s '!Ie are: But when S'hall we lea~n the prlryclple, 

I do not ',now any chapter of history that more strik- ~hat .It IS ImpossIble to make such conceSSIOns t~ evIl that 
,i'YIgly illustrates that principle than the Province of Que- . It WIll not make further ~eman~s u~on us? . You cannot 
bee, in relation to this Dominion. The difficulty with a conquer a 'ba~ t~mpel' ,by mdulgmg It. It w1l1 only grow 
great many people is that they do not read history. Some ,stron~er untIl It. ma~ters you.. You ca!lnot master an 
man comes to me and says, "You are a fanatic." I could appetIte by feedmg ~t. It .wIl~ only. km~le the flame. 
answer 'you, "I could call you by another name that be- 1: ou cannot conquer. sm by Yleldmg to It. Know ye no~, 
g.ins with the same letter. 'It has only four ·letters, and that to whom ye YIeld yourselves servants to o~ey, hIS 
two of them are alike." (Laughter). He does not know ,servants ye 8:re ~~. whom ye o~ey; whethe~"of sm unto 
anything, about these things. He does not recognize the. death, or of obedlenc~ u.nto rIghteousness.. Why can 
long thought and fell purpose of evil. ,Tihere is nothing we not lear~ these prmClples, that whe? evIl cOJ?es you 
new in Hitleris:m. It is as old as Eden. It is as old as cannot b'!y It off, you can.not appeas~ It? It wlll come 
Jesuitism. The same method-one by one.'" , back agam-and back agam, and agam. 

Back seventy-five years ago Lower ,Canada said, "We -Some of. us saw it in the ,beginning, and refused to let 
will unite with you on certain terms: you will give" us Benhadad take our silver and gold, our wives and 
your silver and your gold, your wives and your children. children. We have refused to do it in respect to the 
We will write it into a compact, which we will call the Book. M;inisters and professors have said to me, "Look 
British North America Act." 'Dhe statesmen of that day, . here. If you just make this little concession, we will ibe 
eighteen-sixty-seven and the years preceding, opposed the all right." We had a conflict over the Book in what we 
proposal at first with all their might. But Benhadadcall "the old Convention" years ago, at Ottawa, in a de
'kept at it until by and by they said, "Well, this is a g,reat bate that lasted five 'hours, discl\ssin,g a resolution I had 
country, and we -ought all to get together and form a proposed. At last Ii man, a dapper little fellow-I can 
Confederation. If those are your terms, that you must' see him now as he strutted up, and taking something out 
have Separate Schools, and that your religion therefore of ,his pocket, said, "I have drawn an amendment~ If 
must :be supported by the state, we have no choice." Even you will consent. to this, Dr. MacNeill will consent. Ac
the "Honourable George Brown, founder of The' Globe,cep~ that amendment, and we will have a united "body." 
!Jaid, "I do not like the principle of it, but if thus we can I said, "But that would defeat my resolution. Go back 
effect a final settlement, I will accept it.;' In eighteen to your place prepared to fiih't, for I will fight you to the 
hundred and sixty-seven! "A final settlement .. ! He did death on that matter." God gave us a victory that time . 

. not" know his Benhadad. He ought to have known-and But little ,by little ground was yielded by others in the 
so ,ought others. But" if you read the history of the Convention, li'ntil Berihadad's terms were accepted. 

, seventy-five yeats wihich have since elapsed, you will dis- I But the end was not yet. By and by the aggressors 
covei' that it is an exemplification, a re-writing of this said, "Look here, it is not for us to understand the mys
'bit of ancient history. - tery of the Incarnation. Why do you want to insist upon' 

The Minister of Justice, Mr. St. Laurent,' a littl,e the absolute authority and historicity of the record of 
while ago, iIi -his maiden' speech in the House, said that the virgin 'birth? God could ihave effected the Incarna
~ne hundred 'and 'seventy-fiv~ years of Canadian history tion .in some other way. If you w.ill not insist upon that; 
.had proved that _three million or ,over ,French Canadians we can, get on. As for the Atonement: after all, none 

~ 
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of us knows ·all that it means. If you w(iuld only get 
·away from the idea that Jesus Christ bore our sins in 
His own ,body· on the tree, ·and 'consent to saying He suf
fered for us, we would ,get along all right." Yield one 
thing, and Benhadad ·comes along next day for something 
more; and now some of our friends have little more than 

thought" every intelligent man knew that!" Southern Ire
land has .been fed with a spoon, pampered, petted, treated 
like a iittle china doll. Yet always complajning they have 
not enough! Benhadad! 

II. 

the covers of their Bible left. The Modernist says, "We ·What shall we do about Quebec? Do you ·not think we 
will come.into this Book, and take away that which seems have gone far en.ough in the direction of appe.asement? 
contrary to reason, ·and you may have 'what is left." At last Ahab recognized the sinister purpose behind the 

Is not that what we have had in Europe? Has it oc- demands: "Mark, I 'pray you, and see how this man seek
curred to you that this worldwide conflag·ration is philo- eth mischief." . Had I been one of his elders, I would 
sophically, in principle, the same conflict that every. one have· said, "Have you not recognized that until noW? 
of us :has -to fight in his own heart? It is a dictatorial ,l'hat is what he has a"lwayssought. He is the embodi-' 
'aggressor who demands the right to come in, and take menf of mischief." "Benhad'ad seeks mischief," said 
possess.ion of us, and capture the Whole citadel. Ahah. Evil always does. Sin is an attractive iJiren when 

·The same has· been true of Quebec. I published a she tempts, ,but an ugly raw~boned hag when she has her 
couple of booklets some. years ago on the Separate School victim in her toils. The tree is always pleaaan·t to the 
question, after giving years of study to the. history of eyes, and desired to make one wise; until the fruit 'has 
Roman Catholic aggression in Canada. You cannot sat-· Ibeen tasted, and disobedience is found to be bitter. I 
isfy the beast, that is all. Fee~ t~e tiger, and he wants repeat: "Know ye not, that- to whom ye yield yourselves 
a hig'ger piece of meat to-mo:rrow. The ihistory Of the servants to obey, -his se·rvants·ye are to whom ye olley?" 
one hundred and seventy-five years ,has been ·a history of Some man· is trying to cure the. tobacco habit--and car
increasing aggression, more and more unreasonable de- ries 'his cigarettes with ,him! When he is· inclined to 
mands. And we ·have in Quebec to-day a province that have a smoke he takes one out and says, "Yoll will con
is utterly laWless. The laws of this Dominion that are quer me, will you? No, you will not." If the cigarette 
approved, certified, by the highest authority in the Em- were an animated thing it would smile and say, "1 wi'll 
pire, are flouted and trampled under ·foot. Quebec knows get you yet." Sooner or later, ·he ·becomes like the man 
no law but the canon law of the Church. who signs the pledge and keeps it for a week-and at 

I said in Stratford ,Ia:st week, as I nave s·aid before, the end of the week thinks it is about time he was giving 
that it is doubtful whether any Roman Catholic· priest in Good Resolution a treat, and : goes on a spree. 
the Dominion of Canada pays .'a ·cent of income tax. I We cannot win that way. If you yield, you are mas
do not believe he does. That is lawlessness. Roman teredo If you know anything about driving a horse, you 
Catholic institutions are not subject to inspection: they would kIiow that. The horse, if it is a spirited· animal, 
are a hlw unto themselves. Noone can go in without quickly knows what 'hand holds the rein, whether ·there is 
their permission. There is nowhere in the world any'· a master ·on the box or not. The only safe procedure is 
greater or more conspicuous illustration of the principle that which is counselled by the elders, "You have gone 
of hiwlessness than that which is supplied in the history far enough. Hearken not to him, nor consent." Put 
and attitude of the Roman Catholic Church-and nowhere down your feet and ~stand, saying, "T·hus far hast thou 
in the world is -it" more manifest than in the Province of come, 'but thou shalt not come one inch ·farther!" An 
Quebec, and in the influence it 'has u'pon our national attitude of determined and continuoUB opposition, not of 
affairs. T.hat .is the attitude of Rome: "I will come into appeasement, is the only wise attitude toward evil, to-
your house-'Ontario, Manitoba, Alberta, Saskatchewan, ward error of any kind. 
British Columbia, Que~c, the Maritime Provinces-and· I need not rehearse the round I have covered: it is 
whatsoever I want, I wIll have. The gods 'do so unto ·me, . .. g. . . 

d I 'f th d t f C d h II ffi f enough .to 'say that. If you· YIeld at one POInt, you YIeld an more a so, 1 e us 0 ana a s a ·su ·ce or . t d' th d . Id II M" t h df I filth I th t f n W at many pom s an m e en , you Yle a. mIS erB 
an u s or a. ~ peop e a, 0 o~ me.. e are do it. I have one in mind now, in -many .respects a good 

stro?,g. We wIll brmg you to book. We wI!1 subdue m·an. _I believe he accepted flhe Book in his heart. But 
YOT!l~h t' I'k R I' It . t t d e· th the when worldlin·ess came ·into his church he said, "Oh well, 

. 'a IS 1 e omr.ne ~ ~en. m. eres erne 0 r I must not say anything about it. What can one do,.about . 
day to read of Rommel. He must have thought he was th t?" Wh t h' d'd "P to· 
in a position to make demands when he sent out a couple . d a. thO ken.tsomeo]dnebca~ehtof' 1m aton dsal , das ?~; , 
f iii ·th· h't fl . d d' dId 0 you m 1 wou· . e rIg or us 0 so-an -so. o o. cers WI aWl e ag, eman mg surren er. o .. w 11 II II II II I d . t rIce to 

not -know how far he· has retired. ~o the rear, or whether e" -.~e --",!",e ~we -we, . 0 no ,1;, oppose 
anyone is walking ahead with a red ·fl·ag to make his .way. YOU" All rIght, we have you.r consent. . And a~ay 
But that is Benhadad-surrender! That is the Roman t~ey .went. ~he ·fire was started; and by and by when ~e 
Catholic Chu.rch saw· It !break out here and t!Iere and everywhere, 'he ~ald, 

And they are 'terribly injured if they do not get.·what "What sort of 1?Iace have.I?" . The place you ma~e, my 
they want! Terribly injured!" Just like the Irish~I ,brother. You YI~ld~d to the -thmg, ·andvery ~on It mas
mean, Southern Ireland. I never say a word about Ire- tered you. Now It IS too late . 
.)·and ibut some U1ster-nuln comes up and says, "Be sure You find an illustration in the human body, in a disease 
you distinguish ·between Ulster and the South." I that ought to be treated at once-~nd treated radically. 
thought I would get I,lway from tha~ when I was in Grand But you say, "No; I do not think I :will take that course. 
Rapids last week, ibut no! I spoke of the 'Irish, and some- A n· opiate ~iIl relieve the pain, _and perhaps it will slough 

(one came and said, "Next time y.ou speak like' that, off and I shall get ,better: The doctor says that a change 
ma:ke it perfectly clear that there is a clear distinction of diet might be beneficiaf: That will settle the prob
'between. Uleter 'and Southern Ireland." I replied, "I Il'm." Settle it? No! . The g.ravedigger will settle it 

" 

-- \. 

{I 

.. 
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at -last because you refuse to treat the malady which has the ministry is not l()oked upon as a miniil~r until he 
d~ath at its heart. has completed -his course, ·and -has .been ordained." ·Some 
. That is what ''Would have happened in Europe. Ap- may say, "There you are; that is a perfectly satisfactory 
.peasement did not w()rk. Mr. Chamberlain th~ught it ·answer." . 
would·: M·r: Churchil1lmew it would not-and alway-s But down in Montreal they put boy.s ofsjxteE!n and 
said so. He speaks with authority to-day because every- seventeen years of age into petticoats, and ordain them 
dne who knows his record, ·knows. h(l was never deceived as lay-brothers, in order that they may -not be called up_ 
by this evil thing .. He knew that· sooner or later they for military service. The young-man,hood of Quebec, not 
would have to meet it. 'Stalin ·knew it. In spite of all men only wi].] not fight overseas, but they will not fight to 
say about Stalin, he knew it ten years ago, and began to defend their own coasts. They ask for exemption from 
'get ·ready. He has heen getting ready ·for ten years be- Ihome defense' What on earth 'are they good for? 
cause he knew that Benhadad was at the gates. God be Exemption from taxation, ex~mption from military s~r-

'.praised-whether ,he ,be a heathen. of the worst -sort or' vice, exemption from everything except the privilege of 
not-lGod be praised he did see' . If it had not been for denouncing us. .1 am tired of it, utterly tir~d of it. 
that, long ago we should 'all have Ibeen overwhelmed. If Quebec is a rebellious, anti-British province almost with
this principle had been carried through to the end as out exception,. Chaloult himself being witness. 
Ahab ha:d begun to carry it- through, all would have been Some of our boys are down in Quebec, and among them 
l()8t~: :but 'at last we came to see that we could go no are the finest specimens of young Christian manh()od to 
farther. :bt) found anyWhere. They have gone .as a duty; to fight 

We sh()uId take that position in. this country. Sooner for King, and country, -and 'for the liberties of the world. 
or later we shall have to do it. Sooner or later we shall They have pu.t on His Majesty's uniform, and as they go 
:have to deal with Quebec and the wolves that are making along the street, they are spat upon, b,?oed and -hissed
it the distul'lber of the peace it is. I heard a story, and dare not g() out alone at night. To the number of 
camoufla:ged as I shan camoufla,g.e it:. it could not be told ten or twelve to oile, they are attacked. Why should the 
in polite society' in its original f()rm-a story ~f the rest of. the country longer endure this sort of thing? I 
swapping of yarns by an Australian, an Englishman, and . su;ppose we shall 'as long as we have. the present Govern
a Canadian. The Australian soldier said, "We have a ment in power. I do not know .how God will give us 
man in. our .country 'whose .brains were blown out, and relief, but I am praying for it. (Voice: "The' other Gov
he is still walking about." - Said the Englishman, "That ernment was no ·better.") Perhaps not. The Liberal 
is nothing. We have a man whose whole department of party is the ,Roman Catholic party, as a friend said to 
the' interior' was Iblown out-and he is still walking me, and the Conservative party wants to be. 
about." Said the 'Canadian, "That is nothing. We have But there are people fn Canada who have .brains-and 
a man who has neither br~ins, nor the other thing-and that other thing' God help us if there cannot be found 
he I"uns the country'" outside the House of Commons other men as good and 

But we ·shall have' to have someone with :both before competent as those within! But as long as men and 
we are finished wit-h this thing. I am glad b~ note that women are content to sit back and wait until Benhadad 
the United Church is waking up. You know what a comes and takes all we have, we shall get rio bett-er con
"sleeper" is? A piece of wood under the floor. Some ditions than we have. I am d()ing my little bit, not only 
churches have wood a!bove the floor; and some get into· .through the spoken word, but I spea:k to many more 
the pUlpit •. They think B.enhadad is a fine fellow. Like thousands of people to-night, of an classes, through the 
·Dr. Silcox, they think we ought to come into s()me sort .printed word. I warn you, unless something is done, Ben

.. -of amicable relation with the Roman Catholic Benhadad. hadad and his hosts will overwhelm us. We must some-
Go ahead and do so if you like; I am not with you. But how get to the place where we shall say, "We win -not 
the United Church is waking up. I am grad to see they' hearken to him, nor consent." 
sent a delegation down to intervIew the P·remier about I Ibelieve that day will come, that God in His -provi- . 
the liquor business. But did it do them ~ny good? It dence will find a' way. I know what .J would do if I were 
may have disillusioned them: They were probably told in Ottawa: Quebec would have a!bsolute justice, every~ 
that was a provincial matter, althouglJ, I hope they fared thing t-hat all the other provinces have----and, nothing 
better. more. We shall never have unity, or ·bl,dld the g-reat 

iBut it is not of that I speak: I refer to the discrimina- 'nation we ought to build in the Dominion of Canada, 
tion in calling up men, in respect to divInity students. as long as we have that accursed thing at the very heart 
Divinity stUdents of the Uni~ed Church, or· any obher. 'of this Dominion, of our Government, poiS()ning the 
Protestant body, in their theologicid colleges are not streams of our public life, and bringing us down., And 
exempt. There was nothing in the statement of the the Premier has the audacity to tell us, "Canada has 
United Church that implies they .want exemption. Tp,eir afforded leade~ship to the ne~ world." 
olijection was that their st~dents were looked upon as . , 
eligible for military service, while Roman ·C~tholic· stu- Has the -man no sense? I forgot' -But dQes :he think 
dents are exempt. P-rotestants can ,be called up, .but not the. people have no sense ~ 1 have rec~ntIy been in the 
Roman Catholic students. A General La Fleche gave Umted States, and I know that the attItude on the Que
us what, to 'some -people, may be regarded as a very sat-·- bee matter has done i~finite narm to our cause, ~nd ~o 
isfactoryans'Wer. In·effect he said, "'It is not our fault. _ our relations to the l!mted States. There w~s a. tIme m 
We accept the status given to these students 'by their the last war when In England, or th.e Umted Stat~s, 
respective churches. The difference is that when a man people said to me, "'Are you a CanadIan?" And WIt~ 

. goes to a Roman Catholic College w.ith the priesthood in great p.ride I answered, "Yes '" But not to-day. I am 
view, he is looked lipon as a priest, and therefore is not a bit proud of i.t. I a~ proud of our men-there are 

. exempt. But in the Protes~ant colleges,' a student for . none better. But In the mt~rests of the men who wear 



10 (282) THE GOSPEL WITNESS Septem.~r 17, 1942 

His Majesty's unifilrm, in the interests of the cause of 
the United Nations, in the interests of the world's Uber
ties, something ought to be done-must be done-to curb 
the sinister influence of this malignant thing that is 
poisoning our national life, and pa'ralyzing our efforts. 

Whether it be in individual life, or in our combat with 
modernistic error, or in our national,- or international 
endeavours, our ultimate hope is in God: .... "Our help 
cometh from the Lord which made ,heaven and earth." 

"None ,but Jesus 
• Can do helpless sinners gOQd." 

And only the Lord of Hilsts 'has adequate, forces to in
sure that righteousness ,shall be victorious. Let us take 
sides with Him individually, and nationally, as we sing 
our closing hy.mn which I shall read to you: 

"Once to every man and nation 
Comes :tJhe 'moment to decide, 

In the strife of truth with fa.1.sehood, 
For the good or evil side; 

'Some 'great cause, God's new Messiah, 
Offering each the ibloom or blight; 

And the choice goes by for ever 
'Twixt that dar-kness and that Ugbt. 

"Then to side witih Truth is nO'ble, , 
When we share her :wretched Cl'IUSt, 

Ere her cause bring fame and profit, 
And 'tis prosperous to be just; 

Then it is the brave !inan chooses, 
WMle the c.owarn· stands aside, 

TiH the multitude make virtue 
Of the faith they had ,denied. 

"By the light of burning Martyrs, 
Christ Thy bleeding feet we track, 

Toiling up new Calv·aries ever 
Wii,th the Cross that turns :not back. 

New occasions ·teach new duties; 
TiJDe makes ancient good uncouth; 

';r.hey must upwarn' stin and onward 
.Who :would keep abreast of truth. 

"Though the course Ilf evil prosper 
Yet 'ti·s truth aione is strong; 

Thoug.h . her !portion be the seaft'old 
And upan the throne be w.roDg,

Yet that seaffilid sways the future, 
And, :behind the dim unknown, 

,Standeth God within the shadow, 
Kee.ping watch above His own." 

" 

The Cause and Meet of Spiritual Dbimess 
~f Sight 

A Sernion by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields, Preached 
in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, 

Sunday Mar.ning, September 13th, 1942 

(Stenog:ra'Phica;Ily Repor,ted) 
"But ·he that lacketh these !things ill iblind and cannot see 

afar off, and hath for-gotten that .he .was pur-ged !from his old 
sins."--IPeter 1 :9. . . 

·Prayer Before the Sermon 
We'.believe, 0 Lore, -the language of our Iips 'has been the 

:language of our hearts. We praise Thee! We desire that our 
·mouths shoutld continu'ally be fi:lled with Thy ~raise, and that . 
our lips should show for.th the praises of Him Who hath 
called us out of darknes's into His marvel,lous Hght. We need 
Thee, 0 'God, and ·we need nothing else 'bu't Thee; for ThOll 
art able, according to Thy riches in glory, to !;Iupply .ll our 
need ,by Christ Jesus. Teach us more deeply to understand 
our. need of Thee. M·ake it with us a conviction of our hearts 
that wiU determine our attitude toward Thee, 'that we need 
Thee Idwa~, and none other. -

, . 
Look lIpan us this m.orning, we beseech Thee, and help IUS 

Iby TIly ,Spirit that our hearts may really prai'se Thee. In
deed, if we could ·be but exercised in the praises of ·God what. 
nO'bler employment could occupy us in this Hfe? 

There a,re ,those before Thee this morning, however, who 
need 'special grace-in~eed, we all do because we 'are no:t 
strong. We are not self-sufficient; we 'are not able to go far 
from our source of 9u.pply. We need: again and again, like 
the dove, to return to our' Base that 'all our spiritual ,require
ments may be ,re.plenished, and that we may find them 'ade
quately. ,met in our ILord Hi·mself. WIe need, aU of US, for
,giveness of sin. None of us has walked perfectly in the 'WaYB 
of the !Lord. Even though we :have endeavoured' to do so, at 
some p.oint or points we have fallen srhort of the divine re
quirements. Thou hast toM u·s that if we thus confess Thou .' 
art faithful and just to £.or-give us, and to cleanse us from all 
sin. We ~ray that this morning weaH may 'be cleimsed', and . 
as'sured of the divine favour, so that as child·ren clothed in 
clean .garments come happHy ·into their father's presence 'We 
·may come into the presence of the Holy One, knOwing that 
the ·blood of Jesus .. Christ, God's Son, cleanseth us from aU sin. 

We pray Thee to let Thy blessing rest upon whatever 
eft'orlis have been made by Thy pea.ple during the past week. 
The seed has been sown, and testimony borne to the power of 
T.hy .grace. Let it not ·be 'as seed fallen by the wayside which 
the fowls of the air shall gather up. Be pleased, 0 Lord to 
.make f,ruitfuI every eft'ort which has been !put forth in Thy 
name. And' so for the seed which is in the .ground, for the 
.ministry of Thy church !here in this city, in' this country, and 
throughout the 'W.orld·, we !pray. 

How many millions of ,people have 'hearn the worn of Ufe, 
who have not yet given evidence of being born 'again! We 
pray that Thou wilt 'look with favour upon every one in 
whose mind' the seed of the gospel ;has been ~lanted. We 
:pray that it may be fructified and become fruitful in Uves 
dedicated ,to Thy praise. May the reaping ti.me soon come! 

And some face the future with much concern, :with 'anxiety 
as to the right course ·to take, others question' whether they 
wiH have strength for the task which they must essay. 0 Lorn, 
nerve them for whatever duty '!ll,ay await them. And wiit 
Thou use this service this morning to so ,buHd men up in thei,r 
·most 'holy faith that they will meet to-morrow with new 
strength 'and courage, and with new 'assurance of ultimate 
triumph. Oh, make us all str.ong in the Lorn, and in the 
power of Hi,s might. 

.Jf there are here this morning some who seem to live ·a Ufe . 
of isolation, we !pray that they may learn the secret· of hold
ing commerce with Thee, that their hearts may 'be open to 
the overtures IJf the Lover of the souls of men, ,that ~o in Him 
they may find.a Saviour, a Companion, and a Friend·. . 

How should we 'Pray for the world at la'l"ge? .What can we 
do but ·pray that 'JIby kingdom may come, and Thy will be 
done on earth even as it is done in heaven? To this end we 
seek Thy blessing up,on' all tlie Armed Services of the United 
Nations. And very. especially, 0 ·Lorn, this morning we in
voke Thine aid for Russia. We 'Pray that Thou wHt go forth 
with their armies in .StaUngrad, and' out of Thine infinite re
~urces, somehow send' fOl"th' the hosts of the Lorn, invisible 
though they may' .be, to reinforce our ham-pressed Allies. 

,Give comfort to mourning hearts. Give them 'a >little touch 
of heaven,.by wiping their tears away. Help us even here be
fore we have. done with this mortai strife to anticipate the 
gladness of those who have entered' fully into ,the rest which 

'. remaineth for ,the people of .God. . 
. And' .help rus that we may understand Thy Word a little 
better. Teach us something out of Thy Book, and ,help us by 
Thy g:race that we may yield our minds and hearts, all ,there 
is in us, to the sanctifying !power of Thy truth so that 'we 
may grow up a :J·ittle into Christ to-day. ' . 

,For the .boys 'and girls :we !pray that early they may come 
to know the ·Lord Jesus. And for those who already know 
Thee, that they may be strenghtened in the Christian life,and 
enabled to say of Thee: Wh'at a dear .saviour they ·have found. 

Now gather us ·ali 'beneath Thy sheltering wings. Speak to 
us by Thy .spirit, and ~eLp illS to know that this is in very 
truth:to our sou:Js to-day a Bethel, the house of God'. . 

We ask it in the name.of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. ,. 
The bi.blical vi~w ·of the Christian life, of what it 'is 

to be a Christian, is not that we receive at .conversion 
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a completed manufactured article: true, the work of God is created in I:igliteou~ness and true holiness". What 
atonement is finished, but at conversion a new life be- a Jovely thing it is to see children growing up, from year 
gins, and thenceforward it is to be an experience of to year. That is one of the 'advantages 'a Pastor finds 
gr()wth and development, of continuous progress. ~very' in being in one place for. an extended ·period .. He sees 
figure by which the Christian life is 'set fortp. -in the people growing up.' Some of the young people here I 
word of God, 'Would suggest that ,principle. We are born remember when they were brought to this church as 
again. The Christian life begins with a. new birth. We babes. And there are some of them now who bring their 
become babes in Christ, and from that time we ·are to own children ~hose parents I married. Well, it is in~er
gr()w up into Christ, to grow to maturity. Our Lord esting to see children growing up and becoming ~ore 
taught us that the Kingdom of God -is one of pro'gress, and more like their fathers and mothers, healthy, strong, 
"firsf the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn vigorous. And it is still more delightful to see the 
in ,the ear". . . ".' gradual increase in the formation of Christian character. 

T:he first' of all Christian' graces is the grace of On the other 'hand, it is distressing to see peOple come 
,faith, which, like all others, is the ,gift of God. Arid it to a standstill, to cease growing. They do not become 
is by ·faith we 'are justified and saved. But faith is a any more Christlike than they were. I have :heard a story 
comprehensive grace. It is not something w·hich is to-be of a man in prayer meeting giving his testimony, wl),o 
exercised only in the appropriation of the finished 'Work said, "'Before 'I was converted I was like a great 
of Christ at conversion: it is to ibecome an attitude of grizzly bear" .. Someone who knew him well could not 
the soul to the verY end. Indeed faith comprehends all resist the challenge, and 'aud'ibly remarked: "And you 
other graces. All other virtues are really included there- are not much better now." That is true of a good many 
in. Weare to "add" to our faith, or to supply ill our Christians. They are not much better now than they 
,faith all these· other graces. They are indeed suppIied- used to 'be years ago. In your newspapers there is a 
by the exercise of faith. And as we grow up into Christ, health. column where a physician writes 'about various 
life is matured, and the proce~s of what the Bible calls diseases that afflict the human frame, and all that they 
sanctification proceeds. All tltese virtues 'are related like do is to identify certain symptoms, and wisely recom
the natural unfolding of the petals of a ·!fIower. T·hey are. mend the reader: "If you discern such symptoms, con
aU in the bud which we can faith, but as they unfold into suIt your physician'~. That is what this text means. It 
ever-increasing beauty we ·grow up into Christ in all is a health column. It teUs of some things'that character
things. That is our privilege, and if it ibe so that, thus, we ize people who are. not in good spiritual health, who are 
are growing Christians, we shall ibe "neither barren nor not growing Christians, who lack these multiplying and 
unfruitful in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.... enlarging virtues. They become blind. General ill
The Apostle Paul said, "His grace which was bestowed health will affect almost every organ 'of the body. I 

. upon me was not in vain." Grace will become fruitful have .known people-I have no medical authority for it, 
in the me of the ,growing Christian. We shall not be only a little observation,-'-who when they are a little out' 
empty, nor idle,nor unfruitful, but we shall bear f·ruit. of condition, complain that their hearing is not as acute . 
The sanie principle differently expressed is wrapped up as at other times; they are not as vigorous in other 
in the fifteenth chapter of John, which e~horts us to ways either. . 
abide in Christ, and from Him.to derive our susten'ance. Now this is a picture of one whose spiritual health is 
. But it is at the other side of this ·matter I want you to i~ a state o~ decline; !lnd the outst~nding symptom is 

look this morning. There are those who "lack" these ~~mn~ss of Sight, a faIlure to see thmgs properly. He 
. things. In some ·parts of the world a very large portion IS bhnd, and cannot see afar off, and hat:h forgotten that 
of the people are wholly illiterate. T·hat is true largely he was purged from his old sins." He is without dis": 
in this country in the Province 'of Quebec. There are cernment of the realitie8 of the pre8ent, and he is uritk
great numbers of people who cannot read nor write, who o~t pe1'specti'IJe in. re8pect !o the future, Ihe cannot see 
have never learned anything. They were born' they distantly; and he IS also wtthout retr08pect. He cannot 
are really afive, but life has no enlar,ging corresPO~dence se~ ahead, neither can 'he see ?ehin~ hi~. He i~ like a. 
to them. T.hey live in a narrow circle into Which their ibhnd man who goes along With ·hls stick, feelIng the 
'birth introduced them, ,but they ,know not~ing about cur~. . H~ can see n?thing b~fore' ~im, and nothing 
commerce with the larger world. (J behmd hIm, and nothmg on either SIde. He must be 

And ~imilarlY there are degrees of 'spiritual lite'i-acy. content to feel. his wa~ B;long through. life. What a pity 
There are some who leave school after they have passed to see profess!ng ChrIstIans l~ke that! . 
through the primary class. Some leave in later years, Now look at these three thmgs very brIefly. , 
and some go on to perfection; they go' to the school of I •. 
Christ and learn' more and moren:of .Him. How many " 
Chris~ians there are-we trust they have been really con- Such an one'· is WITHOUT DISCERNMENT OF THE 
verted, born again, and have become children of God- PRESENT. He is blind. He says, "What is this?" 
who ,do not progress, nor grow up, nor become. useful. I think it means sometimes that one in that Condition 
Our churches are full of people who are barren and un-. is incapable of di8cerning the line of demarcation be
fruitful. They do not bear fruit to the praise 'of God. tween truth and error: There are people who say, "What 
They have nothing but leaves, and not many leaves. And. is' wrong with' Christian Science", or perhaps it is Rus
'~fter many years you can mark no progress whatever in sellism or Romanism or Oxford Groupism-or some 
their Christian c?aracter. . other ~nti-bib1icai cuit. T·he man says, "I (fo not see 

There 'are others who grow up. :rhey go to school. anything wrong." No; you cannot distinguish between 
T'hey learn more and 'more of Christ .. They put off the truth . and error. If you were growing up into Christ 
"old man" and they put ~n the "new man", "which after you would instantly recognize it, and you would Say, 
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"That is wrong. It is contrar.y t/Christ.'~ When health 
declines error finds entrance because the man canno.t dis
tihguish between what is .true, and ~1iat is false. Oh, 
the churches are full of people like that-----anything will 
do. A lie is as good as the truth. -That which is anti
ChristiaJ!, is, to them, as goo!! as that which is Christian. 
They see no ·difference. They are without the .faculty of 
discernment which would say, "This is not according to 
·the word of God." They 'cannot discern between truth 
and error. 'And they call it tolerance. They label it 

, sometimes with the wor-d, "charity", like the physician 
who perhaps is defective in his .skill as a' diagnostician. 
The ,man has something in him that is killing him. But 
his doctor has not noticea .it. Sometimes a little care
lessness of that sort may invoke the 'aid of tlie .. 
undertaker. 

ILet me change the figure: any physician will tell 'YOU 

t"hiit one who is in a weak~state of bealth, in a condition 
of general decline, is more susceptible to disease than 
the .. one in vigorous health. If we are in full health, we 
shaH throw off all the enemies of our ·bodies. But if we 
are !h~lf sick to 'begin with, 'by 'and by you send· for the 

· doctor, and. ,he says, "It is not only the thing that the 
· patient is suB:ering from main.]y. I am afraid o{ the com

plications. His condition has 'made ·him 'susceptible to' 
many 'other maladies." 

And that is true of the Christian who allows himself to 
get below par, whose health, is impaired s,piritually, and 
whose vision is dimmed. He mistakes error ·for truth, and 
.by 'and by the poison gets intq him, and 'he becomes blind. 
Ah, yes; many 'h!lve been blinded by ,poison in the'iblo-od! 
. lle cannot see the path he s'hould take. He does not 

'know the difference between right and 10rong, in respect 
to conduct. How .many people there are like that! A man 
says, "What har.m is there in that?" He is careless in his 
speech, :his, tongue is not filled with the praises of God. 
He says thing·s that no Christian ought ever to- say, pub
licly or privately. But if you challen'ge him ,he says, "Well 
I do not see. any harm in' that.'~ ~ 0 ; but you would if you 
were not 'blind. One'·s spiritual diet' is 'important in this 
respect: "Strong .meat :belongeth to them that are of full 
age, even those who, by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and .evil." And if you had 
your senses exercised to discern between good and evil, 

'you would say of certain courses proposed, "No." Why 
is it that a young man; or a boy or girl. when contem
plating a course· of conduct which involves the question 
of right or wrong, has to takJ time to consider? The man 
says, "I do not know; I will think about it." There are 
some things you ought not to have to think about. If 
you had keen vision you would' instantly know. Why? 
You would know it 'was wrong. But too often one has to . 

- delilberate and say, "Well now, I do not know whether I 
ought to do that or not." If it is a 'question involving 
m.oral principie, it shows th'at you are ina bad state of 
health, or you would see instantly: "He that lacketh 
these things i,s blind~" He does not 'know what road to 
take. 'But 'if we are children of the light, men and 
W{)men, and boys and gir-Is of keen ,vision; we shall say 

· "That is right; and this is wrong. I.will do that: I win 
not do the other." " ' 

And so you see' this adding to your faith "virtue, and 
to virtue knowledge: and to knowledge temperance; and 
· to tefuperance patience; and to patience godliness; and 
to godliness !brotherly kindness; and to brotherly khi.d-

ness charity"-all this is bunding up one'.s spiritua.l 
health, forming Ohristian character, so that all the .facul
ties of the soul become alert, and when the crises of life 
come', the man sees clearly what to do, and he does it. It 
is a tragedy when one loses his sight, when he is without 
spiritual perception,· 

And there are other things. One fails to distinguish, 
between 'the essentials and the incidentals of life. Some 
people make a great deal of fuss about things that do not 
matter. There used to be a company of .people in the 

, di'rection of Waterloo. I respected their conviction-s, Dot 
their ·religious intelligence. T,hey were Mennonites, and 
they had a Ibit of a quarrel among' themselves as to 
whether they should ride in a ibuggywith 'a "top", or an 
open one. It was considered to be ,rather sinful'to ride 
in&a buggy with a top over it. 

I have known people to criticize other peo.ple's dress 
on religious grounds. They seem to think it a virtue to 
make themselves as ugly as they possibly can, an'd some 
do not need to make much effort in that direction. Wl!.y 
should we 'bother about these incidental things? The all
inlportant thing for us as Christians is that we sp,ould 
distinguish between that which is essential to Christian 
character, essential to our'loyalty to Jesus Christ, and 
the other thing·s which do not matter. 

'We used to have in Jarvis Street a Deacon, when I 
mention his name some of you 'will remem'ber him. H;e 
was always as immacu.]ate as though he had com¢ directly 
from the hand of a valet. He . was the very image 'of 
King Edward VIiI. He was a handsome maI:\, and he 
lived to a· great.age. And he was just as careful when he 
was in his 'eighties as when 'he was in his twenties. He 
had one pecuIial'lty; ':he nearly always wore 'a red tie:' 
He iiked it. He would wear 'a red tie with a morning 
coat, or with the old":fashioped Prince Albert arid a silk 
chat. You could always see ,him coming. And sometimes 
when he 'was not in' full dress', he had a Uking for some 
kind of figured vest, or waistco'at. But he was' always 
the immaculately dressed gentleman. I always liked to 
see him. One blazing hot day in July, in the days when 
we all wore silk hats; which the motor car destroyed, I 
was walking u.p Jarvis Street with him .. It was about as 
hot 'as it can Ibe· in the tropics. As we walked up the 
street we were almost panting. He was an o~d man 
then, while I was hardly more than 'a youngster. I 
turned to :him and said, "Mr. McMaster, what idiots we 
are to dress I i'ke this in tropical weather? W'hy on earth 
should we do it?" I expected an agreeable response. But 
,he said, i"I don't. know, ,Pastor, this ,poor .sinner was re
deemed by grace, ,and I have. nev~r got ov~r the wonder 
of it; arid whenever I go to the house,of God, the !place 
dedicated to His praise, I feel that I must put on the 
very best that I have, lust simply in' recognition of' the 
fact that I am going to have audience with the King." I 
never, said another word about that to him. I knew how 
sincere he was. I knew 'another ·man, a .little man, ob, 
so little, who mercilessly crit~zed my dear fr:iend who was 
one of the noblest Christians I ever knew ; but this little 
inan thought my Deacon was terribly worldly, and utterly 
without 'spiritual life, although I doubt wheth~r he had 
'ever spoken to him. And why? Because he wore a red 
tie, and sometimes a figured vest! I 

Blind! Life does not COIUJist in externals. I do, not 
care if you ladies do use a little powder. Go ahead, if 
you can make'. yourselves look a little better-some, of 
you may.need it! But please don't cOmpete with Nebu:" . 
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(,hadnezzar ·and let your nails Ibecome like birds' claws, 
and if I wer,e you I would n~t paint them in vivid colours 
and. make you,rselves look like wild animals: But I say 
this not on moral or religious grounds :but for aesthetic 
reasons. It is 'r-ather wbat ~he 'hands do than how t'hey 
'are painted that really determines their quality. But 
men and women are not necessarily irreligious because 
they make the best of. themselves., The important thing 
is that we should have that spiritual 'Penetration that will 
recogniz.e what ,is essential" what -is indispensable to 
Christian. ~ha:racter. The man who criticized the red tie 
had a temper and' a disposition and a spirit ,an~ a tongue 
that was redder than my. Deacon's' tie. My red-tied 
Deacon was 'a, sanctified saint. There is the difference~ 

-So 'I might go on, ,but I leave you to consider the prin-
, ciple as between that which is spiritupJ.ly profitable and 

th.a.t which is unprofitable. And if you find difficulty in 
finding a line between these opposites, you may conclude 
that you have become dim of sight spiritually, and you 
ha4 ,better CQnsuIt your Physi,cian, 'and Ihe will tell you 
to ch~nge yourlJiet. He will probably prescribe for you: 
"Add to your 'faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and 
to know.ledge. temperance; and to temperance patience; 
and to patience godliness; and to godliness. brotherly 
kindness; and to ibrotherly kindness charity". And if 

, you follow his dil'ection you will ,recover your sight, and' 
will ,be neither barreri nor, unfruitful in the knowledge of-, 
our LQrd, Jesus Christ. 

see at a distance better without glasses than with them. 
I put on glasses to see things- t~at are close to me, but 
for things at Ii. d~s~ance I dp not need them physicalIy. 
WelI, spiritually there are pepple who cannot be inter
ested in the future, which means that they have no per
spective. There are some' things you :have to step away 
,from to see. You must see them at a distance or you 
cannot see them at all. But those who cannot see afar
off are ,blind to remote values. They :have no exis~nce 
for them. They cannot See them at a~l. Why? Becau~e 
they are not in spiritu!!l hEtalth. 

Let me give you an illustration:, 1)0 you se~ that little 
gothic up there in the organ screen, the one with only 
three pipes in it? It is not very :big, is 'it, at a distance? 
But I saw it in the factory, and I saw several men try 
to move it and could not, until they got eight strong men 
they could not -move that solid -oak frame, it was, so 
heavy. But in perspective it ·does not look very big:. 

We learn to see: things relatively, to relate one thing 
to another, only -as we see them: in perspective; if we 
see them only close up we cannot see them. Look at a 
painting, a masterpiece in an art gallery. I used to go 
to an -exhibition every year with my father. I have
always been glad of it, because I learned a great deal. 
When you go up close to a great -oil painting, you are 
inclined to say, ""he man must have put the paint on 
with a. trowel, What does the thing portray?" You 
cannot understand it. But .move away, and take a long 

II; view of it, until you get the right perspeCtive,. and you 
Secondly! SUCH AN ONE CANNOT SEE AFAR OFF. Some see it in all its glory, and you want to stay there for 

have no vision of the future.' They concern themselves 'hours. I h.ave seen pictures like' that: A t cIo~e view one, 
with everything that is near and immediate. This lack cou~d ~ee h~tle of beauty of ~haJpe or pr~por~Ion.; but at 
of perspective prevtmts their seeing the distam.t, remote' a dIstance It was a ~asterplece. And hf~ IS .hke that. 
result. of evil, whether it be error in thought or belief, The- true values of h.fe'lthe beau,ty ~f ItS. hghts. and 
or unrigliteousness in conduct. I~ is because sentence shadows, an~, the sun-ht g ory ov~r all, IS entIrely mIssed 
against an evil· work is not executed speedily that the ' by one who , cannot see afar off. 
hearts of· the -sons of men are fully set in t'hem to do Ah, my dear friends, those who cannot see afar off 
evil. "T'here is a way that seemeth right unto a man, miss a great deaL The real things of life, 'the things 
but the end-thereof are the ways- of d~ath." Thus those' of great value 'are not 'here: they are in the distance. 
who "cannot see afar off" cannot see or anticipate .the But there are some peO,ple who never see t~m. They 

. ~. long result of a wrong 'or ari unwise action. They can- are disposed to see everything not only out of perspec
not see the disease in the germ, nor the. ,fruit in the seed; tive, but also out of proportion. What concern about, 
nor the vast conftagratio~ in the spark. . Hence tliey may little things, about things of no consequence! And how 
play with evil potentiaJities as though they were a child's indifferent they are to the great matters of life, lbecause 
playthings, not knowing a stick of dntamite 'from a bon- to them, life is aU out of proportion, and O\1t of shape, 
:bon, nor seeing in an appeasing Munich the destruction because they cannot see afar off. ' 
of a world. 

Equally their, short-sightedness prevents their _seeing 
the slow result of doing good. They cannot see a bursting 
.ira:in-eleva~or in a single ,bag of wheat. If you talk to 
them for instance, about Sunday School work, they say: 
"Oh, well, I do not know that there is anything I ca,n qo. 
In any event, one· sees, so little immediate results from 
one's labour." Do you not :see these little children?· Do 
YO,u not know that they,' 'will ,be men and women very 
soon?' Do you not think you had better try to lead them 
to, Ghrist while they are young? But such as- have de
clined in spi~itual health cannot s,ee afar off. - They can
not see the man in -the child, the woman in the little,girl. 
They see only the things of the present. They have no 
v.ie,w at alI of distant, of r~ote values. ' 

And that means that they a.re ;,mthout· perspective. 
How do you look at things? There are people who have 
no far~sight. They cannot see into the, distance. I can 

And, of course, they are insensible to the attraction 
and the inspiration, and the enchantmtmt of the heavenly 
and the eternal. Have you'r eyes 'seen~'the King in His 
!beauty, have you beheld the land that, is very far off7 
I am sorry for any of you who have never. ,been at sea. 
It is an interesting experience to be out on the ocean 
days and daYIJ together, always the same, unless, indeed, 
there, is a little difference in the surface of the sea, or 
in the atmosphere. "But it is water---:-water-water 
everyWhere. And some of you will remember how pres
ently when you got' nearer to the farther shore, -someone 
reported 'it, and you heard, "Land is in sighU" Everyone 

goes to see that which' is far off. And how lo'vely it 
looks. Did you ever sail up the St. Lawrence? As you 

. approach Quebec, 'what a iovely prosp~t presents itsiM! 

, Oh, I believe it is possible for one, 'spiri"tually trained 
to far distances, to see the land that is afar off long 
before others see it. ' The Christian man sees -land-'ahead: 

/ 
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- . 
"Jerusalem the golden! 

With milk and ihoney blest; 
Beneath thy contemplation 

Sink heart and voice apprest. 
I know 1I10t, oh, I know not 
. What holy joys a:re there; 
What radiancy of glory, 

-What bliss beY9nd compare." 

We see the distant city, and the glittering towers and 
cry, 

'''l~ey stand, those haUs· of Zion, 
AU ju-bilan·t with song, 

. And bright with many an angel 
And all the M'artyr throng: 

. The ;Prince i's ever in them; 
T·he daylight is serene; 

T·he ,pastures of the bless6d 
ATe decked in glorious sheen." 

That distant scene is so enchanting, that we cannot 
forbear to sing, 

"0 sweet and blessed country 
The Ihome of God's elect! 

o sweet and 'blessed country, 
That eager hearts expect! 

Jesus in mereybrin'g us 
To that dear 'land· of rest, / 

W/ho art with the Father 
And Spirit, ever blest." 

The pilgrims and heroes of faith in' the Old Testament 
declared plainly tqat they sought a i!ountry ··because they 
could see that which was far off, "for they looked for 
a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker 
is God." 

HI. 

And then a further tragedy. SUCH PEOPLE HAVE No RE
TROSPECT. T,hey cannot see clearly afar off into the fut
ure, ,and they cannot see anything behind them! . "And 
have forgotten that they were. purged from their old 
sins." ~hen a man or woman is growing a little old, he or' 
shecom~lains that memory is failing, that they cannot 
remember as they used to do. 

I • 

I preached a sermon some years ago on this text, when 
I was in London: "'Gray: Ihairs are here and there upon 
'him, yet he knoweth not." I spoke of gray hairs as one 
of the signs of age. Not always very old!. You young 
ladies may have found a gray hair the other day, and 
you pulled it out. Well, -in a few years you will cease 
pulling them out, otherwise you would have none left. 
But to return to my sermon: I said gray hairs were a 
symptom of increasing age. And with them went fail
ing memory, and that when "the old man" was in the 
ascendancy, one is disposed to forget God and Hi,s bene-' 
fits. After the ,morningservice one of my Deacons said, 
"Come over with your wife for dinner." And we went. 
It was a rainy day, and I had taken an umbrella. And 
when -we went in I put the umbrella in the stand in the' 
hall .. 'After dinner when we left, the sun was shining. I 
stepped off the veranda'h, and down the walk ·and out to' 
the street. I was used to carrying a walking stick, and 
I miss~ it. Then it occurred to me that I had forgotten 
my' umbrella. ~ I went back and ·rang the door bell. 
On~ of the children, a little girl, came t? the door, and 
I ,said, "Hazel, did I leave ·my u·mbrella here?" She said, 
hI expect you' did. This is yours." I took it and said, 
"Thank· you", and started away.. She closed the door, 

_ and then quick as a flash it opened again, and she said, 

"·Mr. Shields,. gray hairs!" And then she was gone. _ I 
knew she had got something out of .the sermon. 

Well, when the old man comes to the top we ·become 
forgetful. He has "forgotten that he was purged from 
his old sins." He is without a rear mirror. It is a good 
thing to have a, 'rear mirror when you are driving, so' 
that you may see ,behind you as 'well as ahead. Memory 
is such a mirror; it enables one to recall the things that 
are past ':\ it is the retrospective faculty of the mind. 
But people who are in the condition described in 
the text forget their first experience of grace,' that 
"happy day, when Jesus washed their sins away". It is 
so -far off; it has become only. a dim and distant memory, 
and they are no longer enthusiastic when others speak of 
their salvation. . _. I 

A minister -said to me not long ago that he ,had aboard 
of thirty-eight men, and they passed' a resolution one 
night that they wanted no evangelism. They were op
posed to it. They had outgrown it. So he said, ~'The 
next t~-me I had a meeting, before the meeting convenE;d . 
as they were gathering, I said to one man who was a 
very prominent man, ''Mr. So-and~So, how did you come 
into the church?' 'Oh, I was converted in an evangelistic 
meeting', and he named the place. 'You were?' 'Yes.' 
'And.at our last meeting you voted for no more evange
lism. What,has happened to you?' 'Oh. Pastor, all that 
I am lowe to that change. AU that .J have in ,my family, 
and in my business lowe to that. I will have nothing 
more to say against evangelism.''' And ,he said, "As the 
different men came in I put the same question to each of 
them,. and I found that out of the thirty-eight, thirty-six 
were converted in special. evangelistic services, a'nd yet 
all of them had voted against any' more evangelism." 
That night after the Pastor asked 'that questioh, thirty
six of them voted agaj,n, and· voted the oth~r way, and 
the other two, who J}ever had been converted, left, and 
never returned. And he said, "We 'had evangelistic ser
vices, and many were converted and added to the church." 
What was··the matter with those thirty-six? They had 
forgotten they were purged from their old sins" and their 
experience had become only a remote memory. 

The marvel to me of Spurgeon's ministry was that 
right up to the last service, he never got over the wonder 
of 'being saved. He conceived it to be the most ·marvel
lous thing in the universe that Jesus Chri-st had died for 
him. ~nd sometimes, frequently ~t the end of a sermon 
he' seemed to ('ut himself 1000se, even from his immediate 
-text, and spread his wings, and magnify the ·Lord Who 
had just saved him as a poor sinner. 

Do you remember the day when you were. converted, 
or'have you forgotten it? I ·believe many people who were 
once genuinely converted, have got' into the conaition 
described in this text. They are still the Lord's, but tJ1,ey 
have ceased growing. Life has beCome stagnant. They 
have Ibecome dim of sight, and .cannot see forward nor 

. backward, and cannot see very much in the present. Oh, 
that the Lord may call us back to Hi-mself. Consult your 
P)tysician to-day. Go to Him quietly and say, "~rd, if, 

. indeed, any of these symptoms appe~r in me, 'give me 
a going over. Tell me what is wrong with me. Tell 
me where I have failed. Tell me h·ow to get back into a 
stale of exuberant spiritual health so that my eye will 
Ibe keen, and -my ear will be acute, and my taste-! Ah,' 
the man goes to church, and says, "Oh, I did not think 
much of the preacher this morning." ';Per.hil.ps not. But 
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did you ever sit at the table at a dinner cooked by the 
best cook in the world,. only to !find you had no appetite? 
Was it the fault-~of the cook?' No! It was your fault. 
You had a cold or were otherwise unwell, and your palatEl 
could not function. When people. get out of sorts all 
their:faculties share in that spiritual declension, whereas 
when they ge~ right again, and 'are 'able to see. and to 
hear the faintest whisper of the 'Spirit of God, through 
the Word, they' soon recover their appetite for divine 
things, and renew their vigour for Christian service. . 

May the Lord so bring us into fellowship with Himself 
for His Name's. sake, a~ we sing our closing 'hymn-: 

"0 for a closer waik with God, 
A calm and· heavenly frame, . 

A "Ught to shine upon the road, 
'l'hat leads me .to the 'Lambl" 

. Bible School Lesson Outline 
I 
"Lesson 39 Vol. ~ September 27. 1942 

I 
Third Quarter 

OLIVE L. CLARlK, ~.D: (To"..) 

FORGIVENESS AND GRATITUDE 
Lesson Text: Luke 17. 
Golden Text: '~Lord, Increase our faith"---Luke1'7:5. 
For Reading: Luke 16. 
I~ The Conduct of the Christian-verses 1 to 19. 

1. Helpfulness-verses 1, 2. 
.Stumbling-hlocks 'are inevit8lble; trou,ble is'a common heri- J 

tage. But woe to that person 'Who Is a stumbling-block to 
another! We are responsIble for our influence. If others g.o 

-astray through our teachi~g or ex~ple, we shatl ibe judged 
(Matt. 5:19; Rom. 14:21). . 
. This truth applies especially to [ittle ones who !believe on 
Christ (Matt. 18:6; Mk. 9:42; Lk. 18:16)~ Parents, ·teachers, 
brothers ·and· si-sters, friends and Christian workers should' 

· unite to protect, encourage and teach the ,boys and girls 
the way of the ~ord, removing harmf'lll influences and Hving 

• the life before them. ,. 
2. Forgiveness-verses 3, 4. 
We must. watch our 'attitude when others injure us. We 

are to mention the matter to him, but !lot to antagonize 
him by publishing it abroad (Matt.-18:15-18). If he i"tlpent, 
forgive; reconci:Jiation and peace win ibe possible if he confess 
his sin (Rom. 12:18). Even if he does not repent, let om 
own spirits Temain tender (Heb. 12:1-5). 

3. Faith-verses 5, 6. 
'Dhe apostles f!!lt the need of faith, and prayed the prayer 

which ;is especially 'appropriate to aU who teach. ",Lord, in
crease om faith". M'ay He give us faith to take Him' at 
His word, to bErlieve that He can save and keep each fJf the 
-little ones committed to our care. Our Lord would .remind 
His disciples that ,great faith is not necess'ary, ,but the fuU 

· exercise of the faith which they already, 'Possess (Matt. 
17 :20). Faith grows iby use. 

4. Devotion-verses 7-10. 
The :servant deserv~ no specia:l praise fo.r fairu~ work. 

Let us !be content to devote ourselves to the service of our 
Lord, asking no ·reward, no specia;1 lIIlark of His fav.our, 
save the consciousness that we are doing His will. Weare, 
at ibest, unprofitable servants, for our service never comes 
up to His standard; we are continually coming short fJf the 
glory of God (Rom. 3:23). Let us serve Him quietly. joy
fully, without ostentation, but with humiHty and love. 

5. Gratitude-verses 11-19. 
Our Lord met the ten ~epers on His journey towards 

J erus8llem, the city to 'Which His steps were now cllreeted 
in the final march toward the cross (Lk. 9:51). As lepers 
they were compelled to stay afar off. lest others ibe derued 

(Eph. 2:17). ,Sin separates a man from God and from !his 
fellows, ·and is defiHng to spirit, mind and hody. Christ 
heard thei·r cry for mercy (Pea., 34:15). 'l'o test their faith 
He commanded them .to shoW themselves to the priest, as 
a sign that they 'Were cured (1 John 5:15). They took Him 
at His word, and without questioning the propriety .of the 
command, as did iNaaman the Syrian (2 Kings,5:10-14), the 
ten exercised the obedience of faith. ' 

Nine of the lIIlen were so engrossed in the Iblessing 'Which 
they had ,received that they forgot the Blesser.· Only one, 
and he a :SamarLtan, ·returned, and he pou·red out !his heart 
In loViing ,gratitude to Ohrist. . The grateful ,Sa:maritan ;re
ceived not merely physical ·l.J.ealing through his obedience, 
but also spiritua:1 healing because of his faith. 

,Salvation is not subscrihing to a creed; it is coming in~o . 
vital fellowshi.p with ·a Person. Use this incident to point 
the sch01ars to the .Saviour. It m'llStrates salvation 'as needed 
(Rom. 3:23), as provided (Rom. 5:8), and as accepted· (John -
1:12). , '. . • 

II. The Coming of the Kingdom-verses -20 to 37. 
The 'Pharisees pro'babiy questioned Cbrist wi-th the fJbject 

of entangling Him in His talk. They though~ of th~ coming 
of tl1e Kingdom merely 'as 'a 'Budden, dramatic event, so our. 
Lord told them that the KiIigdoon of God w.ou,ld not co-me 
with outward show. Its Slppearance would be so gradual that 
its progress wou[d be unobserved: "The kingdom of God has 
suz,n:iosed you" ('~~eek of'~k.11:20). In fact, "The ki~gdom of 
God,is (aLready) :In the midst of y.ou" (:verse 21, iReVIsed Ver
sion m·ugin). T·he translation ",within :you" does not fit the 

. context, as IGhriSt is 'speaking. to unregenerate Pharisees. lt 
ds true, of course, that the Kingdom .of God has a spirituai1 
aspect: the term includes the ·reign of God over the hearts· 
of men (ILk. 18:17,- 24). The Pharisees ·refused to recognize 
:the Messiah in the One Whose ministry among them was of 
a quiet, spi.ritual nature (lsa. 42:2; ~1:1). . -

'Christ instructed the disci:ples as to the future coming of 
1lheir King, teaching them deeper tru·ths which the Pharisees 
wOllld have been incap8lble of understanding because of the 
blindness of their hearts. 

Wlhen Christ :should depart from His own, they wouM tong 
for a mamfestation of His presence and power such as they 
had 'seen during His sojourn with them. Impatient for Him 
to ·reveal Himself, they would be easily deceived by an:y 
false message that He had ap.peared. But when He should 
oome in rp.ower 'and glory to ,reign fo-r ever, as the prophets 
:had foretold (2 Sam. 7:9-14; Pea. 89:33-37; 110; Isa. 9:6, 7; 
Jer. 33:14-21), every eye wou'ld see Him. Bll,t the ,MessiBlh 
must go away before retuming, ·and He must suffer ·and· be 
rejected of men before coming jnto His glory .(Lk. 24:26). 

The conditions in the 'latter days are' compared to condi
tions in the time of 1N.oah. Wor.ldliness, sensuality ·and unO. 
'belief would characterize the people (2 Tim. 3:2-5; 2 ·Pet. 
3:3-7). Ch~istians are warned against clinging to earthly 
thipgs ·at· the expense of their soul's welfare, ·avoiding the 
sin of Lot's wHe, who looked back to -Sodom. Her fate illus
trates the principle that :bhose who seek to >live for themselves, 
and in that sense save their iJ.ives, wH1lose them; for only the 
life committed to ·God and iost to self-interest, wHl be saved. 

Separations win :take place in that day, for some win 
join Christ in His Kingdom, whHe others wi'l'l Ibe left for 
ju~gment. . . 

Our Lord did not di'l"eetly answer the question as to where 
these events would ooou.r, but He gave information in the 
form of 'a parliible. 'l'he eagles .niay represent judgment, 
and the' body, those who are spi·ritually dead (Compare Lk . 

. 9:60). The judgment a.f God WiH faU wherever there are 
unregenerate men and wOllIlen. . 

Our Lord tarries, that He may have merey ('Isa. 30:18; 
2 ,Pet. 3:9), U,rge iboys and girls to accept ;the pardon He 
offers, and spurn His love no ionger. 

labsa-Ibe 10 .. 
.,he Gospel Wllaess 
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,UNION NEWS 
Weslboro Regular Baptist Church 

Memoria:l and farewell services were held 'Sunday, Septem
ber 6th, in the Westboro Regalar Baptist Chu1'C'h, w.hen Rev. 
R. Bracksto~e' pre8iChed f~reweH messages to ·~al'lge congre-
gatione 'at. both morning and evening services.· . 

At the morning s'ervice 'an Honour Roll was dedicated to 
:bhe Church beari~g the names of those members w.ho have 
joined: the services of their King and country. The iLoro's 
Su.pper followed a stirring message iby Mr. Brackstone. 

Before the evenipg ;I1).essa~, two Memorial windows !re
cently placed in othe front of the Chun:h were dedicated to the 
memory of M·M. M. 'ThLrner 'and Mr. J. R. Cooke, both of whom 
were !f'a,ithfu~l members of this Ohurch. 

The ,P·rayer Service on Tuesday evening, ,September 8th, 
, was foHowed .by a social and spi.ritua'l time, ,when the mem
:bers and friends lpresented .Mr'. ·and Mrs. Brackstone with a 
fine ~·alll!P, prior to theLr departure the fo~lowing evening. 

During the 'Period othat M,r. Brackstone has been Pastor fJf 
this Ohureh, much has .been accomplished' for':the 'Lom here 
in a fruitful ministry. Our prayers follow him to Timmins 
where we believe the Lord will uSe him. again for His glory. 

·Mr. 'and Mtl"S.· Brackstone have so endeared themselves to 
the peoiPle here, ;we can heartily sing: 

'Blest lie tlie tie that lbinds . 
Our ihearts in eb.ristian· ~ove; 
The fel~owship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. , 

. Recognition Councils 
We are in:formed' by two !pastors of· the inten·tion of their 

. 'churches to call Councils for the pur,pose of having the 
ch~rches fonnany.' recognized. The chu,rches' 'and dates are 
as fQllows: . 
NEW TORONTO-Rev. Stanley Wellington-Friday, Septem

ber 18th. 
QuEENSVILLJ!)--tPastor Hartley Britton-Friday, Septemiber 
25~. . , 
The ,letters fl"9m ,the clerks fJf these respective churees wH[ 

be in the mails shortly, ,burt we should Uke to urge all pastors 
within travelling .distance of these churches to do their ut
most to be present with a good delegation for these councils. 
. 'The New Tpronto work was commen~ by Rev. Bernard 
Jeffery, now a "padre'" with the Canadian . Army ·overseas. 
Under. h,isleadership, and later ·under·,that of Rev. S. Well
;ington, the:work has 'grown by leaps and bounds. For a short . 
time the church needed the. assistance of a grant from 'our 
. :Qoard but it is now a flourishing, self-supporting cause. 

The church at' Queensville has recently adopted the state
~ent of'faith of. the Union of Regular Baptist Churches and 
has applied for membership in our fellowship. Mr. Hartley 
Britton, th.~ energetic pastor, has led his people in purchas
ing 'and ,paying for a fine ibriek ,building .. The nearby Maple 
Hill Church has recently extended a call to ·Mr. Britton and 
he is now pastor of the two churches. 

We ~~k:for:ward to both these councils with much pleasure. 
. ~W. 

Miss Esthe~ Peacock 
lLast TbUtl"Sday evening Miss Esther PeaCock, the mission

ar.y of the Rega,lar 'Baptist Churches at British ,Co~umbia, told 
simply and guamedly ·bu.t very effeetiv~ly, t.o an audience 
which packed ,Greenway Halll in Jarvis· Street Ohu:roh., the 
story of ·two strenuous years of service in Japanese-occupied 
MoanC'hukuo, the 'last six months of which were spent in a 
concen,tration cam!p. . 

Miss Peacock has just arrived in Canada from the Swedish 
shi.p Gripsholm to whioh she ',was transferred.in Af.rica dn 
exchange fora ;Japanese nati.onal. Those who ilistened glori
fied God for His ,t!lnder waooh-care and sparing merey to His 
rsorely ... tried child 'and ·for the gnce given; to ser:ve Him though 
it cost the loss of ,all earthly poss~ns. Jarvie :Street audi
ence 'responded .generoos-Iy, in the way they always do, to the 
appeal for helJp to l'eplace some of the most ,urgent necessi-' 
ties, and·sent .Miss Peacock away with over tOne ilwnch-ed dol~ 

lIars ·ars· a token o:r' their very l'eal interest aDd sympath,.. 
They, in tum, went home with a new burden and l'ea.'lization 
of what 'suffering God's ohiIdren endure u:qder e.nemy QPPre&
sion and pledged to prayer. on their ibehaH. 

The Jarvis Street service was only one of a number &JDfJng 
our Union Churches arranged .iby the Union office to enable 
Miss Peacock ,to visit 'as many of ou·r ohurches as her·time in 
the East ,will permit. In 'a very real sense, though indirectly, 

. :she represents our own m[ssifJnary interests for the B.C. Con
vention ihas for many years received home missionary &Dds 

,from us which released support for their far-off missionary. 
We :wish Miss Peacock Godspeed 'and rich blessing 'as abe 
continues her jOurney westward, and we thank her for her 
labour among us.-W.. .... 

.. 
From a French-Speakju'g Protestant in the . 

Air Force' , 
"A few leaflet raids over the Iheart of Quebec !province 

~ou.Jd certainly open the. eyes of the innocent that aN kept· 
lD .the dungeon of Rome's doctrine. The IlIIfJney spent in rtihe 
plebiscite woil'ld have been better invested in French New 
Testaments for Quebec province, even though they would ihave 
been burned by the 'blackbirds of Satan.' " 

Victoria Avenue, Hamilton 
1 

These are momentou·s days for the members and friends 
of V,jotoria Avenue Baptist Cbtllreh, Hamilton, of which Rev. 
John ,Byers is the esteemed' Pastor. The visit of Dr. Shields 
on 'September 2nd was a memorable one j on that eyening as 
P.resident of the UnifJn of Regular Baptist Churches ihe wel
comed tihe Church into that fellowship, and his g.racious min
istry was greatly appreciated. On that same night minds 
and hearts were .mightily stirored 'as with clearness and mam

.fest power he presented startling facts cqncerning the 
ilDenace of Romanism .. The Church auditoriUoin was filled to 
capacity.' . 

Sunday, September 13th, was also a day of rpeculiar"bles&o 
ing. It marked the 16th Anniversary of the founding Qf. the 
Church, . the second Sunday of its existence as a recognized 
'Bapti'st Church and the commencement of·a twfJ weeks'speciall 
evangelistic effort. Dr. 'Philpott ·was the guest 'Pl:eaclJ.er and' 
'in his .~ inirnitaMe way brought. messages whioh ch8ered, 
comforted and dnspired the people . . of ·God 8Illd aroused the . 
unsaved. The evening congregatifJn filled· the bui,lding, 8nd . 
all; ,the close of the sElrviee six ,publicly 'responded to the invi-. 
tation. A substantial thank-oifering· was received during the 
day. , . 
~he Chu!l"Ch 1W0uld soli~i.t th~ ·prayers of. th~ iIIOtl'd's people 

·as It seeks to !bear effective 'wItness . for Him ln a city where 
the o.pportunities are so .g~eat.-O.C. " 

~e Convention of the Union of Regular 
Baptist Churches , 

Jarvis ,Street Baptist' Church, 
October 7th, 8th, 9th . 

,The Rev. 'Carl McIntire, minister of the Bible 
Presbyterian Church, Co'IIingswood, New Jersey, 
has already heen ·announcedas the guest speaker 
at the fifteenth annual Convention. In next week's 
~ssue we 'hope to .present.the· outline of the Conven
tion programme. Weare looking forward to a 
time in, the heav,enlies. -It ·is already evident that 
the financial report and those concerning theac= 
complishllJ,ents on. various fields wm make a new' 
record in our annals. We trust that a great host 
of God's people will come together in the spirit of 
prayer and expectation, seeking and finding an out
pouring of the Spirit's power.-W. 

" 


