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Thtee I-Iundred Pounds
| Cabled -

: We are happy to announce that the Treasurer of the Protestant o
League has cabled the SECOND THREE HUNDRED POUNDS STERLING to .
England for the second Mobile. Canteen for thé: Protestant Truth/ Soclety
‘The letters sent to members of the Canadian Protestant League were mailed .
in mid-summer, when many people would be away from home. We are' . ~

' most gratified with the result of our appeal, but there are still other thou-‘

sands from whom we have not yet heard.

We venture now 6 aisk qur friends of The.Gospel Witness family, :
-whether they are membeis of the Protestant League or not, to HELP US
SPEEDILY TO MAKE UP THE THIRD THREE HUNDRED POUNDS FOR .
'THE THIRD CANTEEN. We shall not be satisfied with anything less than
- a total of one thousand pounds. Let us hear from you as soon as possﬂ)le.

Send us at least $1.00. But do not stop at that lf you ‘can make lt\ -
$2. 00 nor at $2 00 if you can make it $5.00; nor at $5 00 if you can'
make it $10 00. From time to time we shall report the progress. of. the

e """TFI o ,:&'"1*—" i Ty "..

campaign. R ' S
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“Thomas Was Not With Them When
: : Jesus Came”

That is what is said of the first meeting of the dis-
ciples in which Jesus appeared to them after His resur-
rection. They came together saying, ‘“The Lord is risen,
indeed, and hath appeared unto Simon.” No wonder
they responded to the attraction of such a report as that!
But even as they talked, the risen Christ came through
the shut door, and appeared to them all.

Who could describe the spiritual ecstasy of that hour?
Who can even imagine the rapture of soul they must
have experienced when they saw the Lord? He showed
them His hands and His side. They were convinced of
the reality of His resurrection, and almost certainly
understood the significance of His death as they had
never understood it before. Their days of mourning
were ended. They were no longer orphaned. Their Lord
had come back to them. Surely it must have been true
on' that occasion that,

‘“Heaven came down their souls to greet,
And glory crowned the mercy seat.”

But such heavenly exhilaration as marked the experi-
ence of the disciples in that ancient day has heen re-
peated times without number since: .

“Jesus, ‘where’er Thy people meet,

There they behold Thy mercy seat

Where'er they seek Thee, Thou art found

.And every place is hallowed-. ground.”
Theré dre -many who find no difficulty in understanding
the scripture which says, “The Lord loveth the gates of
Zion more than- all the dwellings of Jacob”, for they
themselves: love the habitation .of His house, and the
place .where His honour dwelleth even more than they
love their own homes. We wonder how people live who
are strangers to the sanctuary, and who know nothing
about the satisfaction of intellect, the rést of heart, and
the uplift of soul, which they experience who have learn-
ed to desiré to dwell in the house of the Lord, and to
.enquire in His temple: :

How inspired and strengthened those elrly disciples
must have been for-the work of the week which fol-
lowed! Having seen the Lord, ‘they went out into a new
world, with a new-joy in their hearts, and a new purpose
in their lives, and a new prospect before them,

. We. have known many of .the Lord’s people to -testify
that their experience in the Lord’s house, on the Lord’s
day, was to them much like the meat the angel prepared
for Elijah, of which occasion it is said that he “went in
the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights
‘unto Horeb the mount of God.” .

But to return to that first service after the resurrec-

tion. The text which we have used as a caption says,

“But Th_omas, called, Didymus, was not with. them when
Jesus came.” What Thomas missed by his absence!
Above all, of course, he missed seeing Jesus Christ. He
mlssed the .assurance which came to the others, that
Jesus Chrlst was actually risen - from the dead. He
missed all the ecstatic joy and enrapturmg fellowship of
that great ‘hour. But, more, than that, he carried. his
doubts with him for another long week. Thomas really
.loved the Lord, and mourned His death as much as any;
but he remamed a- dxsconsolate mourner for a week
longer than was necessary He missed the msplratlon
the-impetus, the invigoration, of that great hour “when
Jesus came” :
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What. he missed, however, can be more easily imagined

“ than described. But he missed no more than. they miss

who absent, themselves from the assembly of the saints,
and allow a little circumstantial inconvenience, or a
slight physical disability, to rob their souls of what the
Lord in the midst of His people- is always waiting to
give. Let us resolve even during this summertime that
we will not be absent from the place of worship, of
prayer and fellowship, when Jesus comes.

The Fruits of Modernism

We have before us-a church announcement of a cer-

tain Canadian city. It announces a united service in a
United church, of five congregations including three
United churches, one Presbyterian, and one Baptist.
Surely churches have fallen on evil times when they can
afford to close four churches out of five, and all congre-

. gations join in one service—and even that, in some cases,

amounts to little more than a baker’s dozen.

It is folly to speak of such things as evidence of in-
creasing Christian fellowship. Nor can it be argued
that such unions make for strength.. Such a service con-
stitutes a confession to.the world that five congrega-
tions are at such a low ebb in the summertime that they

must needs all meet together—or the remnants of them

—+to have a service at all.

Nor can it be maintained that such a cond:tlon is due
to any counter-attraction external to the church. The
plain fact of .the matter is, the baker has run out of
bread, and the bakeshop might as well be closed.

This is the fruit of Modernism everywhere. The late
Dr. Dinsdale T. Young once said, “I most earnestly thank
God that new theology empties churches.” His meaning

was, of course, not that he was glad to have churches

empty, but that.the fewer people who listened to the

vaporings of new theologians the better it would be. On

the other hand, where the gospel is preached in sim-
plicity and in the power of the Spirit, people still go

to church, as they have always done. It is not great.

preaching people ask for, but good preaching; and good
preaching is always great preaching, which means the
exposition of the gospel. Men’s souls are hungry, and
they will go where a good meal is to be had. Some
modernistic preachers will have to return to the gospel,
if not to save their churches and their- hearérs, at least
to save themselves.

The Assumption of the Virgin Mary
' The Roman Catholic Church claims to be founded upon
the Scripture. It quotes Scripture in support of its tre-
mendous claims. And yet it never touches Seripture
without perverting’ it. ’

The Roman Catholic doctrine of the assumption of
thé Virgin Mary is to the effect that shortly after Mary’s
death, she-was. raised fromi the dead miraculously, as
was the ‘Lord Jesus, and sscended into heaven. There
is "an -interesting article in The Catholic Regzster of
August fifteenth, entitled, - “United in Heaven”, sub-
scribed by the- Chxef Editor, Rev. D. A, Casey, Literary
Doctor The first paragraph is as follows: "

“The general sentiment of ‘the Church is never deceived

in the matter of religious truth. Therefore although the .

_Assumption-of Our Bléssed Lady into Heaven has ‘not,

as- yet, been defined as an article of faith, yet since the
feast whose solemnlty we observe t‘his Sunday haas been
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kept in both the Eastern and Western Churches for more
than a thousand years, the belief, so dear to every Catho- .
lic heart, that Our Lady rose from death to live in glory
places the doctrine of the Assumption in the order of
religious truth and is a sure guarantee against error.”
Its first sentence is a revelation of Romanism: “The
- general sentiment of the Church is never deceived in the
matter of religious truth.” What the Roman Church
calls religious truth derives its authority, never from
Scripture, but from ‘“the general sentiment of the
church”. It is said it has not yet been defined as an
article of faith, but a thousand years of belief “that Our
Lady rose from death to live in glory places the doctrine
of the Assumption in the order of religious truth and
is a sure,guarantee against error.”

Yet.the New Testament does not remotely suggest that
Mary was raised from the dead. It does not even record
her death. But that is not necessary for Romanism.
" “The general sentiment 'of the Church” is enough.

We quote further:

- “How logical, then, to believe, as the Catholic Church

believes, that Mary has been favored with a singular and

exceptional participation in the privilege of Christ’s im-

mortality! The holiness of Mary’s virginal body seems to

claim at the hands of her Divine Son that special honor
and reverence implied in the Assumption. Her plenti-
tude of grace requires as its meet recompense the plenti-
tude of glory. And glory cannot be complete in all its
perfection if body and soul are not knit together in the
same life of happiness, '

“But we n no proof. We believe that they are
joined in glory, the Man and the Woman, the Virgin and
her Seed. And if ‘eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, if it
hath not entered into the heart of man to conceive what
God hath prepared for those who love Him,” what must
not be the glory of Her in Heaven whose love for God
surpassed in intensity the loves of all men and angels!
If the measure of our merit upon earth shall be the
measure of our happiness in Heaven, who shall presume
to set bounds to the happiness of Her whose least action
was meritorious, since it was directed to the greater
glory of God!” ) -
Here the writer says, “We need no proof.” That is

the general genius of Roman Catholicism: it needs no
proof. It is a system of religious authoritarianism.
The church prescribes what man must believe. "They are
not allowed to ask questions. They are not expected to
_have a reason for the hope that is in them. They “need
no proof”.

And then this Romanist Editor. essays to quote the
Scripture: “And if ‘eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
if it hath not entered into the heart of man to conceive
what God hath prepared for those who love him’, what
must not be the glory of Her in Heaven!” Perhaps it
wou}d be too much to expect a Roman Catholic to quote
Scripture accurately! "Where does Dr. Casey find ground
for the common blunder of adding, “Hath not entered
into the heart of man to conceive”? He not only makes
a verbal misquotation, but he takes the text to which he
alludes -completely out of its context,-and makes it mean
something that it does not mean in the New Testament.
In thai'; text the Apostle Paul is emphasizing the fact
that spiritual truth is beyond the capacity of natural men
“to understand; that eye and ear, representative of the
senses through which objective truth is apprehended,
have neither seen nor heard the things which God has
prepared for those who love Him./ But the text con-
tinues, “But God hath revealed them unto us by his

Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things; yea, the deep
things of God.”

But it were useless to argue with one who “needs no
proof”. And obviously, though proof of the unsecriptural-
ness of the Papal position were piled as high as heaven,
such a writer as Dr. Casey would be without the spiritual
discernment that could see or recognize it.

The Unfairness of the Voluntary System

In the early Autumn of 1939, when we had been at war
only a month or six weeks, this Editor visited Timmins,

.and was accosted in the hotel where we were staying by

e

a man to-whom we were known. He was a travelling
salesmen in a large way, a veteran of the last war, but
still 2 young man because he had got into the army
under age. Discussing the war, he said, “I am anxious.
to get into the army, but I am going to wait for con-
scription. I have a good position, and have worked up
a large connection. .There is a long queue of French-
Canadian Roman Catholics. waiting for my job, and I
have made up my mind that I am not going to make
way for them.” . - -

We believe that man was representative of hundreds
of thousands of other men in Canada, anxious to volun-
teer, anxious to make their full contribution; and yet not
enlisting because they know that others, equally able-
bodied, are only waiting for them to get out of the way,
to take their positions. - oo

Less than a week ago we were in a certain village in
Ontario which we had known years ago when .it had a
population of eight or nine hundred people. It has grown
to twenty-four hundred. Most of the neivcomers are
foreigners, many of them Belgians, and the majority
of them Roman Catholics. When we knew the place there
was no Roman Catholic Church there, and so far as we
knew, not a Roman Catholic in the village. Now there
is half a block of magnificent- Roman Catholic buildings,
on which great sums of monéy have been spent. We
asked a garage man how things were, and he said the
population had declined from twenty-four hundred to
about nineteen hundred. Most of the young men -of
English speech, he said, were gone; they had enlisted.
Rut so far as he knew, not a single foreigner had en-
listed. He said they were mostly. Belgians, and Roman
Catholics. ' . o '

These two .examples suggest one reason why the
Roman Catholic Church is so bitterly opposed to con-
scription. ‘They know that’the voluntary system. will
take the ‘cream of our Canadian manhood, they will
vacate thousands of good positions, which will -then be
open for Roman Catholics to occupy. We can under-
stand the frame of mind of our Timmins friend, but
we do not justify it. Even if others do not do their
duty, we should do ours. We have done everything in
our- power to persuade men to join the fighting foreces.
Immediately on the outbreak of war we suspended the
operation of Toronto Baptist Seminary because practi-
cally all our students, actual and prospective, were én-
listing; and- because we wanted to set.an example. =

We have been informed that in Quebec and in the

" United States, theological colleges are swarming with

students.” What sort of ministers will such shirkers
make? In Quebec they give some kind of ordination.to
lay brothers, and put boys of seventeen in petticoats in
order that they may claim exemption from military ser-
vice. For ourselves, we would not give such a candidate
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for the ministry -house room. We need men.in the min-
istry, not pacifistic mollycoddles. .

‘Buf: that is our -situation in- Canada to-day. The
remedy, of course, would bé“to enforce conscription. That
would ensure an eguality of service. It should be put in
force immediately,-and applied impartially to all parts of
Canada. To show that we are not alone in our view, we

" reproduce ah item from The Times-Journal of St. Thom-
as, Ontario, for July 30th, 1942, which is as follows:

: French-.éan_adians Swarm  Into Nor.th

Take. Mining Jobs Left Open By Men"Enlisting

. Hundreds of Canadian young and middle-aged men are
leaving. the-mining .districts of Northern Ontario to join the
firhting forces, and French-Canadians who are openly critical
of Canada’s and Great Britain’s war effort are swarming into
the Ontario nortliland to take their good-paying mining jobs.
Bruce- E. Wellman, former St. Thomas man who has re-

turned here after spending the past seven years in mining. .

work at Matachewan, 80 miles west of Kirkland Lake, re-
ports that the extent of French-Canadian influence has spread
very ravidly over Northern Ontario since the ‘war began.
Mr. Wellman foresees Northern Ontario’ becoming "a French-
Canadian district- just as French-Canadianized as Quebec,
and war enlistments which have taken thousands of Northern
Ontario’s finest young men have turned out to be the French-
Canadian’s bigmest help in this process. Mr. Wellman be-
lieves that English speaking workers will find it very difficult
to. secure a footing in the northern mining districts again
after the war. . )

“When we first went into Matachewan,” said Mr. Wellman,
“thére  were only a few French-Canadian families in the
town. Now I would say that close to 80 per cent. of the
mine employees are French-Canadians and there are mo

other.men outside of French-Canadians to hire. I don’t be--

lieve there has been anyone but a French-Canadian hired at
a Matachewan mine in'the past six or seven months,”,

He said Northern Ontario’s youth had responded nobly to
the call for! recruits, most of them enlisting early in the war,

and leaving very good paying jobs to do so. Very few of '

them have remained -to be called up for compulsory service,
because.. most of them were voluntary-enlistees before the
compulsory service plan began. ~ French-Canadian attitude
towards the war has made these people very unpopular in
the-mining towns but now, since they represent a strong ma-
‘Jority, many English-speaking families from which the ‘sons
have enlisted are leaving their northland homes and moving
to other distriets. . : .
_Mr. Wellman said that the French-Canadians believe French
should be spoken generally across Canada. “Why not? It
was our country before it was yours,” is the argument they
advance. “There are a few French-Canadians in the north
who, have enlisted and there is the odd family that will tell
you they are ashamed to admit that they are French-Cana-
dian,” said Mr. Wellman. “But most of them have no interest
in-the war-and are just waiting to grab up the good jobs

when the English-speaking men enlist.”

'-I‘l_i_e'Qtth_\'va Separate School Boﬁrd_-'

We have received several accounts appearing-in the"

Ottawa and -other papers of the action of the Separate

School-Board of the capital city, in declaring itself in -
default of their debenture -and interest debt, and :ask-

ing-the Ontario Mimnicipal Board. to. take :control of their

finances ; but we have chosen to publish the acécoiint given-

in theé Roman Citholic organ, The Canadian Registér of

. August fifteenth, for then no one can say that the' ré--

nort :is prejudiced against the: Roman Catholic Church.

We ask our: readers ‘carefully to"peruse the following

- ._i : . Lt
news ‘item "

Separate ‘School Board Defaults on: Debéntures

Askiné Ontario Municipal Board to Take Over Finances

OTTAWA, Aug. 1Being in default of their debenture

and interest debt, the Ottawa Separate School’ Board Friday
night voted t6 make an application to the Ontario Municipal
Board, asking them to take control of their ﬂngnces.

" The board took this step “for the protection of Roman

" Catholic school supporters” and agreed that the Municipal

Board should take over control and charge of all affairs of
the board. - ) ' )

This action came after a .discussion of almost 10 hours,
bhoth Wednesday evening and last night. When members
failed to agree.on a solution to their problem Wedneqday,
they agreed to-adjourn and continue their discussions Friday.

This is the first time the board has been in default in its
history, The éentire debt amounts to approximately $1,725,000.

In stating the position of the board, Chairman E. V. Me-
Carthy stated members regretted the actjon, and said that it
was not.the fault of themselves, the tax-payers, who are pay-
ing “double taxes” pr the school teachers. ., He blaméd it on
legislation not in keeping with the times.’

“Had the law been - in keeping with the times we would be
receiving our just shate of taxes, and it would not be neces-
sary to take the, action passed upon,” he said. “You only
have to take as an example the Chateau Laurier as a public
utility paying all its school tax to the public schools, although
th'i separate school supporters donate their share to its
upkeep.

“Another is that of the Monument National, which belonged

to the archbishop, now taken over by the Government. The
taxes are paid to the public schools. '

“When you consider that 62 per cent. of the population of
the world cannot read or write, it sets forth the importance
of education as the end of citizenship. In 1937 our board did
receive redress through legislation, but this was withdrawn
because it was “unworkable.” : .

Quebec More Tolerant

“It would appear that the people of Quebec are more toler-
ant than the people of Op'tario as far as the distribution .of
corporation and public utility taxes is concerned. But I still

believe that the people of Ontario would be just as tolerant if'

t-hﬁy -rlsal-ized the injustice of our laws regarding our separate
schools. : - -
. “If Christian people are fo fulfil their civic responsibilities
ina Gl_mgtx-an spirit they must think out and proclaim Christ-
;-)an_pgmﬁples by which all social and political policies are to
e judged.
“We cannot serve God in the manner which he desires us

to do while denying right and justice to fellowmen. There- -

fore T trust the time may not-be far distant when the Gov-
ernment of our country will realize the injustice our sepa-
rate schools are receiving and have it changed.

“Viscount }Ia'lifa:s, speaking recently in New York on the
post-war period, said, ‘We shall be determined to do every-
thing we can for full and equal opportunity to all eitizens.
The _life we shall seek will rest upon the. twin foundations
of right and ‘duty.’ '

“Let us hope the same may happen here in Canada.”

T_h(_e‘ board accepted the resignation of three teachers.

Here a Separate School Board is in default of its
debenture and interest debt, and we are told the entire
d_ebt_ a:mounts to approximately $1,725,000.00. And that
tx_dg,_httle sum is to be handed over to the Ontario Mu-
nicipal Board for Protestants to pay! ’

-This -is exactly what the Sirois Report, on a large -

scale, proposed: to hand over all the bonded indebted-
ness of the Catholic institutions of the Province of Que-
bec, to’ the Federal Government, to be a charge on' all
the tax:payers of the Dominion. The Chairman of the
Separate ‘School Board said that “it was not the fault

of theniselves, the tax-payers' who are paying double-

(Editorials continued on page 10)
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Uhv Faruiz Street ]Hulptt

B ROMANISM "AND PROTESTANTISM IN THE oLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS/
" A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields : ,

A Preached” m Jarvis Street Baptist Church Toronto, Sunday Evening, August 16th 1942

. - .  (Stenographically Reporbed)
. : “Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the prom.lse m1ght be

sure to all the se f’—Romans 4:16.

Prayer Before the Sermon

Thxs hymn of praise, we have just sung, O Lord, is' the
very language of our hearts. We pine for Thee.- We need
God, and we believe most of us want God. Thou art to
us as a river of water in a dry and thirsty place. We
thirst for Thee; we hunger. for the things of God. This even- -
ing, above everything else, we desire to hold converse with
the Skies. We are numbered among those who would wor-
ship Thee in spirit and in truth. Thou knowest who only
bow the knee, and who in heart approacheth Thee. Con-
strain us, Thou gracious Lover of our souls, that.at this
hour we may approach Thee with our hearts, ‘sincerely,
earnestly, desiring Thy favour. Help us this evening that
our worshxp may be one that is rendered in- spirit because
Thy Spirit is dwelling in us, and in truth hecause we. are
of the truth. Thou hast made us to know that truth whereby
men are made free.

'Grant us Thy Spirit's mrmstry in such measure that we
may bé as children in the Father’s presence, “free, happy in’
the assurance of Thy love. What a great privilege is ours,
that we know Thee; that as Thou didst appear unto Abraham
dnd didst commumcate Thyself to him, so hast Thou un-
veiled Thy glory to our wondering view in the face of Jesus
Chnst' This evening we think of Thee as we have seen

- Thee' in Him, for has He not said to us, He that hath seen

me, hath seen the Father. We have seen: Thee in Him,
and by Thy grace to us through Him. He is full of grace

* and truth; and we have been made to love Thee, for .the
* love of God is shed abroad in our hearts through the Holy

Ghost which is given unto us.

We are no longer in darkness. When darkness wrapped
the land of Egypt about, all the children of Israel had light

* in their dwellings, We thank Thee for the privileges 'of

this spiritual Goshen in which we are permitted to live. We .’
réjoice in the knowledge of Thy salvation, in the assurance
that our pardon has been paid for, and our guilt expiated. -
Thou has cast all our sins behind Thy back. We thank Thee
for this miracle of divine forgiveness—nay, it is no miracle
with Thee, for Thou art sovereign of Thyself. What Thou
willest to do, Thou art able to do: blotting our sins from*
Thy "book, and expunging them from the divine memory.
May Thy 'behevmg people ever prize the gift of grace which
is. theirs!  We are allowed of God to be put in tiuth with
this gospel. . We thank Thee for the sacred deposit of truth
wrapped up and preserved for us in Thy Holy Book. We
thank Thee that to so many of us it is a lamp unto .our feet,
and a light unto our path. By its immediate rays Thou dost
guide us in all the details of life, and by that larger and
longer- light which illuminates our pathway strebching on
into rthe future Thou hast made us to know that the path
of the just is as a shining light that shineth more and more
unto the perfect day. .

S 113 any are heavy laden, if our feet seem weary and the
-wings of prayer have been let down, we pray that Thou wilt

lift us up- this evening. May our feet be like hinds’. feet;
may we be alry-footed as we ride upon our high places, and
find our.session in heavenly places in Christ as we are
blessed with all spiritual blessing in Him,  We are among
those who have: -beheld the K.mg in His beauty, and have
seen the land that is very far off. Help us.that we may

so live that those who know. us shall note that we -are as
those who seek a city, and confess that they are strangers

and mlgnms in the earth.

It may be that to some in Thy- presence this is a strange
language we speak. Oh that such may be born again, that
their understandings may be enlightened, their consciences
quickened,>their affections engaged that so they may become
true believers. .

Wie thank Thee for the promise that the Spirit searcheth
all things. May He search for us the deep things of God, that
g;e things which are hidden from mortal ken may be revealed -

us.

To Thee, the Lord of hosts, the King of kings, we lift our

-evemng prayer, and pray that Thou wouldest in Thy mercy

have ‘compassion upon’this wicked world, - ‘There are so many
mil jons who suffer, and oh so many millions who sin! How
canst Thou look with compassion upon a world so dark as is’
this world for which Jesus Christ died? Through Him, and
through the tears He shed, Thou dost.behold us. Thou art
God! We hear although we cannot trace Thy footsteps. ‘We
feel often -the touch of Thy hand, and hear above the Babel
sounds of earththe wvoice of the Author and Finisher of our
faith. Look upon this stricken world, the multltudes who
grapple with each other in war. Show Thyself strong in be-
half of those who fear Thee, and let Thine angels reinforce
those who fight for righteousness. May the chariots and
horses of fire that were roundabout Ehsha fight for the hard-
pressed members of our armed services, that victory may be
on the side of those who fight for God.

Thus would we commend to Thee every individual sallor and

- §oldier and airman, in every sphere of action, the Govern-

ments and rulers of all the United Nations. Break the power
of Hitler. Put Thy hook in his jaw, and turn him back by the
way by which he came. Let.it be -known that T.hmr art.the
God of all the earth.

Some there are who are tear-blinded, and cannot just now, -
see these larger issues of lite, They are shut up to their own
immediate anxieties, and burdens of the day. Their heads are
bowed, their hearts are .all but broken with personal grief.
Thou art a tender Comiforter as well as a .glorious King.
Come, therefore, to every one of us whatever our need.' Lift
us up, we pray thee. Bless us this evening hour, for our good
an for Thine eternal glory, through Jesu-s Christ our Loxd,

men.

It has repeatedly been observed that man—I use the
term generlcally—ls ‘incurably, incorrigibly, religious.
Religion is a method of approach to God, to whatever
god or gods there be. -It-is an expression of man’s in-
stinctive belief—perhdps that is too narrow a word, I
ought rather to say, an expression of man’s instinctive
awareness or consciousness of the soul’s immortality. He
knows that he belongs somehow to another life than this

.earth makes possible.

* When 1 speak of religion, I do not mean Chnstlamty
.Christianity is a religion, but many religions are not
Christian. . Religion is a word that defines a man’s re-
lxgxousness, his sense of mfermnty, his consciousness
that'he is subordinate and in subjection to a" higher
power or powers which controls or control his future
destiny. So that apart from any divine illumination, on
the -purely natural plane, men are religious. They some-
times attempt to deny it. “The fool hath- said in his
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heart, There is no God”—but there are comparatively
few who believe it even though they say it.
There are many forms of religion, so many we cannot

count them. But they have the same object: they are

based on the assumption of man’s alienation from Deity
or deities. It is a way devised, usually by man, by which
he hopes to establish a right relation to the deity whom
he fears he has offended. I have before said that there
are, r oughly speaking, only two religions: religions of
human origin, ways which men have devised by which
they hope to evade the sentence of banishment from the
presence of Deity; and the way which God Himself has
devised. Many yeats ago I heard a man say that the
natural man is a Roman Cathohc It rather startled
me at the moment, and I did not see the full import of
his remark; but I have thought of it often through the
years, and I feel confident that what he said was strictly
true.

Roman Catholicism is a religion of the natural man,
but -it is not the- only religion of the natural man. All
religions but one are religions of the natural man. They

. are methods or principles by which men have presumed
to hope they might climb up to heaven and invade the

courts of the Most High. The story I read to you from
the eleventh chapter of Genesis, germinally, is a story
of- all religious history insofar as religions of human
origin are concerned; an attempt to build a city and a
tower whose top shall reach to heaven, that man might
make to himself a name. That religion failed, for God
came down to inspect the building; He destroyed their
tower, He confused their speech, and scattered them
abroad

That is the hxstorxcal origin of Babylon. Babylon
appears through sacred history on many pages, but in
principle it is always the same. A certain king.of
Babylon walked.on the terrace of his palace. He looked
out over the city and said, “Is not this great Babylon,
that I have built for the house of the kingdom by
the might of .my power, and for the honour of my
majesty? While the word was in the king’s mouth,

“there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchad-

nezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed
from' thee.” Such a kingdom, established by human
effort, and for-human glory, can have no permanence.
It has not only historically, but philosophieally, a very
direct relation to the .Babylon of the Book of Revelation.
When we use the word, revelation, we may use it of the
book that bears that name, or as definitive of all that
is. included in the-inspired record of God’s communica-
tions to men, which we call the Bible: God’s appearances,
His self-disclosures—in a word, His revelation of Him-
self. In the final book of thé Bible there is a desecrip-
tion of that which is called “MYSTERY, BABYLON

; THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND

ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” I do not think
anyone can read the seventeenth chapter of Revelation
and cognate passages in that book which refer to Baby-

lon, without .seeing in it a very clear outline, a divine
" sketch, a portrait of a great institution that has related

itself to all the nations of the earth; and has made the
kings.of the earth drunk with the wine of her fornieca-
tion, her spiritual adulteries and pollutions and cor-
ruptions.

All religions but one are related to the religion of
Babylon. They are all based on the assumption, the
postulate, that it is possible for sinful man to devme of

. .
himself a means whereby he may become just with God.
How full the world is of monuments to that human
folly! '

It is slgmﬂcant that the chapter following the eleventh
is a chapter which records the callmg of Abram. In the
one chapter we see men presuming to say, “We will put
a ladder up to the skies; we will scale the battlements of
heaven; we will invade the palace of the Most High; we
will get to heaven whether God wills it or not.” It is the
story, condensed in pregrnant speech of complete failure,
a prophecy of all such failures in all the years subse-
quently unfolded. But in the twelfth chapter there is
the story of a man who did not try to climb up, but of
a God Who came down; of one who was guiltless of the
presumption of trying to put himself right with God,
but who opened his heart to a divine unveiling. “The
Lord appeared unto Abram”, as though He would say,
“Abram, united they failed; I call you out from among
them. I will communicate My plan and purpose to you.
You shall believe Me, and your faith shall be counted
for righteousness. You shall succeed <where others
failed.” /

We read in the New Testament: “The scripture, fore-
seeing that God would justify the heathen through faith,
preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In
thee shall all nationis be blessed.” God came to Abram,
and preached to him the gospel; Abram responded and
believed God; and there, in response to divine revelation,
he builded an altar and called upon the name of ‘the
Lord. Even as he jourrneyed, the Lord appeared to him
again; and he built a second altar between Bethel and
Hai. Babylon, or Babel was never the house of God.
Bethel, as it means, is the house of God; there Abraham
builded an altar.

-The story of Abraham’s faith is told throughout the
Bible. In this epistle to the Romans particularly, the
whole philosophy of things is given. If you would learn
to think, to. reason,’ study the epistle to the Romans.
That is something upon which you may test your in-
tellectual prowess. Let us pray this evening that the

Spmt Who searcheth all things, even the deep things -

of God, may so reveal to us the glories of the gospel of
grace that we may see, in contrast therewith, the utter
folly and wickedness of all Babyloman systems which
offer salvation by works.

L .

HERE IS A PLAIN DECLARATION OF FACT What I have
said so far is intended as a background for my exposi-
tion, a foundation upon which we may stand that we
may see the uniqueness of the Christian revelation, and
its complete contrast to and dlsagreement with all human
schemes of salvation. -

It is here declared that salvation is “of faith”. Ob-
serve that that is exactly what lay at the basis of the
whole history of Abraham and his people. Abraham
became the father of all who believe. When God said
to him, a. childless man, that in his seed all the nations
of the earth should be blessed, Abraham believed God.

.It was “of faith” that Abraham came into right rela-

tion to God. Salvation has always been of faith, but I
want you to trace the steps of Abraham’s faith.
Abram’s faith involved belief in the supernatural. He
believed God, that God would come into his life and
accomplish the impossible; for when God said he should
have a son it seemed unreasonable. It was not unreason-
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able if the Source of the promise be taken into account:
it was utterly unreasonable upon any carnal plane. But

‘because God said it, Abraham believed.

1 heard a great scholar once say, “There are certain
things in the Bible ‘which, if I read in any other book,
I would not believe; but I believe them when I find
them in the Bible.”" I believe the Bible to be the Word
of God; and God can say and do things which no ome
else can 'say. or do. Abraham believed, and -“it was
counted to him for righteousness.” .

But, in believing, he had to conceive.of God as being

above all nature, Who was not bound, cribbed, cabined,
and confined, even by the laws which radiate from Him-
self; Who, without contradiction or denial of Himself,
could interpose and do, by the exercise of His power,
what would otherwise have been impossible. Therefore
the salvation of Abraham was of faith. That word came
to him when he was in uncircumecision, before the sign
and seal of righteousness was given to him; in order
that he might be, not only.the father of the ecircumcision
but of the uncircumcision, that all who believe, inde-
pendently of all legal processes and ceremonies and exter-
nal observances—all who believe God shall find their
faith counted for righteousness. )

-It is well that we keep this in mind because we can-
not be saved in any other way. The people in the
eleventh chapter of Genesis had a great desire to climb
up to heaven; but they could make no provision for im-
parting to themselves a. heavenly nature to fit them for
the enjoyment of the presence of God, even if they could
have built their tower, or reared their ladder. Their
ambition was realized by Jacob who saw “a ladder set
up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven:

and behold the angels of God ascending and descending .

on it.” Angels descending to take someone by the hand,
and lead him up the golden rounds into the divine pres-
ence: “Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?”

- If you and I could get to heaven without regeneration,
it would not be heaven for us. When Mr. Spurgeon was
a very young preacher, he once remarked in a sermon
that if a pickpocket could get to heaven without being
converted, he would be sure to pick the angels’ ppckets.
Some very serious and sober brother said to him after-
ward, “Mr. Spurgeon, do you not know the angels have
no pockets?” And Mr. Spurgeon replied, “I did not know
that; but for your pleasure and accommodation, I will
change the figure and say that if an unconverted. pick-
pocket could get to heaven, he would pluck a feather
out of an angel’s wing.”. )

The, great truth was there that it would be useless to
be promoted to a heavenly environment without a change
of nature that would enable us to enjoy that holy state.
We must be made over again; we must be born again.
The -mere saying of prayers, the offering of sacrifices,
the doing of penances, if they had any value at all, would
not be sufficient. There must be something done iz us
as well as for us; and only the power of God: can do
that. If we are to be made fit' for heaven, God must do
it; and if He is to do it, we must believe God.

I heard-a man once asked this question at.an ordination
service: ‘“Does regeneration precede or succeed faith?”
The candidate gavé a very satisfactory answer, to me
at least. He said, “Logically, faith precedes regenera-
tion; ‘but chronologically, regeneration precedes faith.”
Unless God had given a man a heart to believe, we could

not believe. ~ My -heart thrilled last evening as one of
our deacons in his prayer said, “We thank Thee, Lord,
for the marvellous fact that Thou hast given us' grace
and light to understand God’s Word, and to see God in
Christ.” We never could have undérstood it if God had
not come to us. That is the twelfth chapter of .Genesis:
“The Lord- appeared unto Abraham.” I do not krow
how, but when He appeared, and  Abraham saw God, he
said, “There is nothing to do with God but believe Him.
My faith separates Him from all others, enthrones Him
above all others. ' He is God, and I .believe Him that
it shall be even'as He has said.” - -

The gospel proposes an impossibility; it asks us ‘to
believe in-thé impossible. We could not believe it if

" God did not, by His gracious .Spirit, “make it possible.-

“Ye (are) saved-through faith; and that not of your:
selves: it is the gift of God.” , o

It is “of faith” in the sense that our faith must appre-
I_z.end the adequacy of God’s provigion for our redemption
in Christ Jesus. Abraham did that. When he came to
offer up his son, following God's command, “Take now
thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and
get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there

“for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which

I will tell thee of”, I think the Spirit of God must have
whispered to Abraham, “God will never ask you to do
more than He will do Himself.” “And Abraham tcok’
the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his
son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knifé; and
they went both of them togethetr.” You remember the
story of' how Isaac, then a young man, in whom the
promise was partially fulfilled, said, “Behold the fire
:.md the wood: but where is the lamb for‘a burnt offer-
ing? And Abraham said, My son, God will provide him=
self a lamb for a burnt offering.” . Who can enter.into
the agony of Abraham’s heart as he uttered those words!
He did not know how God would do it—but He did it!

.“And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold

behind him a ram caught in a thicket by hi§ horns:
and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him.
_;p foiz_: a b;:'n: cg:fering in the stead of his son.” - Did

e not, in that offering, see the gre sacri -
1S oty in tha g greater sacrifice of th'e
_ Thus it is of faith. It was in Abraham’s case: it is
in ours. We must believe in the.Lamb of God.

The Roman Catholic Church teaches that everyone
must keep on and on and on, always offering sacrifices
one’s self, that by those sacrifices he makes himself
fit .for heaven. That means one must supplément the in-
finite Sacrifice:of the cross. I declare to you that the -
fiekz‘t has 'Ibeﬁn cancelled, and we have only to believe. "It
}fa n?lf :2.11(’;}0 é al_ways of falt}.l... We are to believe in the

And all this on the exclusive authorit the wo
God. Abraham believed that it shouldylgelf “even ::(:{;
we!sspoken.:’ The word of God is the foundation of our
faith. “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the’
word of God.”- It-always has come that way. What
other word can one believe?' Can- you implicitly trust-

. anyone? You'may-trist their benevolence, their good

intentions; but they miay" fail you. ‘They may promise’
to-do what they cannot do. Faith exalts God; faith mag-
nifies God. I hear it quoted often in our prayer ser:
vices, and' I am always inspired when I hear it: “O
magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name’
together.” We must magnify the Lord. He has magni:
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fied His word, even above His name; but His good name
is involved in His word. When Abraham heard God
speak, he said, “That is the end of all argument. I
believe God.” .And it was “counted unto him for right-
eousness.” . - : .

Therefore it is “of faith”. It was then: it is now. It
always will be. We are saved. as we commit our cause
unto God, and believe He can do,.and will do; all that He
has promised. * =
;.. . “His every-word of grace is strong .

o : As that which built the skies;
v The Voice that rolls the stars along,
Speaks all the promises.” ‘

That is the A.B.C. of salvation. Let us try now to
learn .a. few words of one syllable, and thus go on to
_ take a further lesson. -

. My text says THERE IS A FUNDAMENTAL REASON FOR
SALVATION’S- BEING BY FAITH. I repeat, this epistle to
the Romans is a -piece of the most cogent reasoning you
will find anywhere. “Therefore”! That is the logician’s
word. With all human history before him, the inspired
writer says; “Therefore it is of faith”—in the present
and the future; as well as the past—*“that it might be
by grace.” _It had to be of faith that it might be by
grace; and it had to be of ‘grace because it was by

faith. A minister .said to me some years ago, “I think _

I- preach salvation by grace, but I never use the word.”
“Then I fear you do not.” “Why not?” “Because there
is no synonym for the word grace., There is no other
word in any language that has the same infinite content
as the word grace.” It is a word apart, because grace
means God instead of man; and, as beside God there is
none else, so there is no other word that adequately ex-
presses the infinite wealth of meaning that is in the

word grace. The loveliest word .on human tongue, and

the biggest too; as high as heaven, as deep as hell; the
measure, of it is as wide as the east is from the west.

It is of faith “that it might be by grace.” And grace.

means that God does it; man does not effect it; that sal-
vation is not of works because it cannot be; that it is of
grace because it must be—"“That it might be by grace.”

Why? Because man’s bankruptey requires it.  We are
nothing. We have nothing; nothing to offer, no merit,
no ability of our own. The Babel builders tried it, and
men have been trying ever since to make themselves
right with God. - . o

I read recently an account of the closing days of Car-
dinal Manning, a2 man who had been an English Church-
man, and who became a Roman Catholic—and who hoped
to become the Pope. In his closing days he illustrated
that scripture which speaks of some people who “through

. fear of death are all their lifetime subject to bondage.” .

He ‘was terrified at the thought of death; and asked all
his friends to pray—not that he might get to heaven,
not that he might be saved by grace, He had so yielded
his mind to error; it was so cluttered up with ‘the tradi-
tions of men, that there was no room for the pure word
of revelalion. What did he ask his friends to pray for?
That there might be granted to him the great boon of be-
ing permitted to go to.purgatory instead of going to hell.
I do not want to go to purgatory.- That prospect~has no
attraction for me. If I had to believe that at the end
of this life I had to spend no one knows how long there,
T should find no comfort in my religion. You cannot tell
how long a man stays in a place that is xgot, ean you?

But- even tﬁe church has no authoritative pronounce-
ment on that subject. They had some reason to believe
that a certain bishop had been there six hundred years.

That is not a very bright prospect! " I could not rejoice

in a salvation like that. Manning! Manning! After he
had risen to the highest position in his church, -short of
becoming Pope, that of Cardinal! A “prince” of the
church! After he had faithfully performed all the duties

which the church prescribes, when he got to the end of -

life, he had no immediate hope of heaven: the best hope
he could cherish was that he might be permitted to

‘expiate something of the guilt of his sin, the temporal
punishment due his sin, by long years in purgatory.

Surely Manning must have been convinced of the moral
and spiritual bankruptcy of human nature! What a
horrible doctrine is that of purgatory! How inévitable it

is that at last the Babel tower must come crashing down.’

.That cannot lead to heaven. “The way of the cross
leads home.” -

It has to be of grace for the simple reason that we
have nothing of value to offer: “What shall a man give
in exchange for his soul?”

“Nothing in my-hands I bring,

Simply to Thy cross I cling.”
If salvation were contingent. upon the payment of even
an infinitesimal price, you and I would be shut out.

Mr, Spurgeon tells the story in one of his books

that as he sat on the lawn at the Orphanage, the chil-
dren played .about him. It was visitors’ day, and the
children’s relatives came with gifts. One little fellow
looked on for a while, and then shyly approached Mr.
Spurgeon,. put his hand on his knee and looked up into
the great man’s face and said, “Mr. Spurgeon, suppose
you had no uncles, and no aunties, no cousins, no one
at all to bring you® anything?”’ Mr. Spurgeon replied,
“Well, suppose I had not?” With no regard for gram-

.mar the little fellow said, “Mr. Spurgeon, that’s me.”

Telling the story, Mr. Spurgeon said,
pockets for that boy.”

We have to come to God like that, look up into His
face as we see Him in thé face of J esus Christ, and say,
“O God, I have nothing. I am s poor bankrupt sinner
who has nothing to pay; so weak I dare not make a
promise. I am utterly ruined, I have nothing at all.”
I think he would forgive our grammar if we were to sdy,
“That’s me.” *“God, be merciful to me, a_sinner.” 1t
had to be of grace for our sake. ' Y

And for God’s sake. The context says if Abraham
were justified by works, he might - have something of
which to glory. If man could save himself, he could
poa-st. But we are poor sinners. We have lost the divine
Image. We are up to the eyes—and over our heads—
in debt to the divine law. What i
all off? T can make myself a new creature. I can give
myself a new nature, fashion for myself a new robe, put
on a wedding garment of my own fabrication. T can
make mysélf ready to appear in the presence of God
before "all the holy angels. Oh no! There can be no
one in heaven to challenge the divine supremacy. “God
hath made all things for himself.” He will not give His
glory to another. “Thus saith the Lord God; I do mnot
this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy
name’s sake.” :

If a man could save himself, he would do what only
God can do; and by so doing, he would demonstrate his

“I "emptied my
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able if the Source of the promise be taken into account:
it was utterly unreasonable upon any carnal plane. But
because God said it, Abraham believed. o

I heard a great scholar once say, “There are certain
things in the Bible which, if I read in any other book,
I would not believe; but I believe them when I find
them in the Bible.”" I believe the Bible to be the’ Word
of God; and God can say and do things which no one
else can 'say. or do. Abraham believed, and - “it was

But, in believing, he had to conceive.of God as being
above all nature, Who was not bound, cribbed, cabined,
and confined, even by the laws which radiate from Him-
self: Who, without contradiction or denial of Himself,
could interpose and do, by the exercise of His power,
what would otherwise have been impossible. Therefore
the salvation of Abraham was of faith. That word came
to him when he was in uncircumeision, before the sign
and seal of righteousness was given to him; in order
that he might be, not only.the father of the circumecision
but of the uncircumcision, that all who believe, inde-
pendently of all legal processes and ceremonies and exter-
nal observances—all who believe God shall find their
faith counted for righteousness. .

‘It is well that we keep this in mind because we can-
not be saved in any other way. The people in the
eleventh chapter of Genesis had a great desire to climb
up to heaven; but they could make no provision for im-
parting to themselves a heavenly nature to fit them for
the enjoyment of the presence of -God, even if they could
have built their tower; or reared their ladder. Their
ambition was realized by Jacob who saw “a ladder set
up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven:

and behold the angels of God ascending and descending .

on it.” Angels descending to take someone by the hand,
and lead him up the golden rounds into the divine pres-
ence: “Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to
minister for them whg shall be heirs of salvation?”

- If you and I could get to heaven without regeneration,
it would not be heaven for us. When Mr. Spurgeon was
a very young preacher, he once remarked in a sermon
that if a pickpocket could get to heaven without being
converted, he would be sure to pick the angels’ pockets.
Some very serious and sober brother said to him after-
ward, “Mr. Spurgeon, do you not know the angels have
no pockets?’ And Mr. Spurgeon replied, “I did not know
that; but for your pleasure and accommodation, I will
change the figure and say that if an unconverted. pick-
pocket could get to heaven, he would pluck a feather
out of an angel’s wing.”. .

The, great truth was there that it would be useless to
be promoted to a heavenly environment without a change
of nature that would enable us to enjoy that holy state.
We must be made over again; we must be born again.
The -mere saying of prayers, the offering of sacrifices,
the doing of penances, if they had any value at all, would
not be sufficient. There must be something done in us
as well as for us; and only the power of God: can do

~that. If we are to be made fit' for heaven, God must do

it; and if He is to do it, we must believe God.

I heard-a man once asked this question at.an ordination
service: “Does regeneration precede or succeed faith?”
The candidate gavé a very satisfactory answer, fo me
at least. He said, “Logically, faith precedes regenera-
tion; ‘but chronologically, regeneration precedes faith.”
Unless God had given a man a heart to believe, we could

not believe. ~ My ‘heart thrilled last evening -as one ‘of
our deacons in his prayer said, “We thank Thee, Lord,
for the marvellous fact that Thou hast given us grace
and light to understand God’s Word, and to see God in'
Christ.” We never could have undérstood it if God had
not come to us. That is the twelfth chapter of Genesis:
“The Lord- appeared unto Abraham.” I do not know
how, -but when He appéared, and' Abraham saw God, he
said, “There is nothing to do with God but believe Him.
My faith separates Him from all others, enthrones Him
above all others. " He is God, and I .believe Him that
it shall be even as He has said.” : ' g
The gospel proposes an impossibility; it asks us ‘to
believe in-thé impossible. We could not believe it if

" God did not, by His gracious .Spirit, “make it possible.-

“Ye (are) saved-through faith; and that not of your-
selves: it ‘i the gift of God.” , ' o

It is “of faith” in the sense that our faith must appre-
hend the adequacy of God's provision for our redemption
in Christ Jesus. Abraham did that. When he came to
offer up his son, following God’s command, “Take now

. thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and

get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there
for a burnt offering upon one of -the mountains which
I will tell thee of”, I think the Spirit of God must have
whispered to Abraham, “God will never ask you to do
more than He will do Himself.”” “And Abraham tcok'
the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his
son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knifé; and
they went both of them together.” You remeniber the
story of' how Isaac, then a young man, in whom the
promise was partially fulfilled, said, “Behold the fire
and the wood: but where is the lamb for'a burnt offer-
ing? And Abraham said, My son, God will provide him=
self a lamb for a burnt offering.” . Who can enter. into
the agony of Abraham’s heart as he uttered those words!
He did not know how God would do it—but He did it!

. “And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold

behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns:
and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered himi.
_zp fo;* a b:}:'n: oéfering in the stead of his son.” - Did

€ not, in that offering, see the . sacri :

pe not, In thaf g, greater sacrifice of th'e
) Thus it is of faith. It was in Abraham’s case: it is

in ours. We must believe in the Lamb of God. -

The Roman Catholic Church teaches that everyone
must keep on and on and on, always offering sacrifices
one’s self, that by those sacrifices he makes himself
fit .for heaven. That means one must supplément the in-
finite Sacrifice: of the cross. I declare to you that the
fiek‘x‘t has _Ibe?,n cancelled, and we have only to believe. It
i’fa n:)lf (ffmg; é always of falth.'_ We are to believe in the

And all this on the exclusive authorit t
God. Abraham believed that it should l?z ’Z‘ée’ﬁ"i‘i‘i{
was spoken.” The word of God is the foundation of our
faith. “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the'
word of God.”- It always has come that way. What
other word can one believe? Can-you implicitly trust-

_ anyone? You-may-trust their Jbenevolence, their good

intentions; but they miay’ fail you. ‘They may promise’
to-do what they cannot do. Faith exalts God; faith mag-
nifies God. I hear it quoted often in our prayer ser-
vices, and' I am always inspired when I hear it: “O
magnify the Lord with me, and let us éxalt his name’
together.” We must magnify the Lord. ‘He has magni-
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fied His word, even above His name; but His good name
is involved in His word. When Abraham heard God
speak, he said, “That is the end of all argument. I
believe God.” .And it was “counted unto him for right-
eousness.” o o o .
Therefore it is “of faith”. It was then: 115 is now. It
always will be. We are saved.as we commit our cause
unto God, and believe He can do, .agd will do; all that He
has promised. ° ' 5
‘s:0 . . “His every word of grace is strong .
' ! Asg that which built the skies;
v The Voice that rolls the stars along, .
Speaks all the promises.” : .

Tﬁat is the A.B.C. of salvation.  Let us try now to

learn .a. few words of one syllable, and thus go on 'to_

. take a further lesson. -

. My text says THERE IS A FUNDAMENTAL REASON FOR
SALVATION’S- BEING BY FAITH. I repeat, this epistle to
the Romans is a piece of the most cogent reasoning you
will find anywhere. “Therefore”! That is the logician’s
word. With all human history before him, the inspired
writer says, “Therefore it is of faith”—in the present
and the future, as well as the past—“that it might be
by grace.” _It had to be of faith that it might be by
grace; and it had to be of grace because it 'was by
faith. . A minister.said to me some years ‘ago, “I think
I preach salvation by grace, but I never use the word,”
“Then I fear you do not.” “Why not?’ “Because there
is no synonym for the word grace. There is no other
word in any language that has the same infinite content
as the word grace.” It is a word apart, because grace
means God instead of man; and, as beside God there is
none else, so there is no' other word that adequately ex-
presses the infinite wealth of meaning that is in the
word grace. The loveliest word.on human tongue, and
the biggest too; as high as heaven, as deep as hell; the
measure. of it is as wide as the east is from the west.

It is of faith “that it might be by grace.” And gracs .

means that God does it; man does not effect it; that sal-
vation is not of works because it cannot be; that it is of
grace because it must be—“That it might be by. grace.”

Why? Because mam’s bankruptey requires it.  We are
nothing. We have nothing; nothing to offer, no merit,
no ability of our own. The Babel builders tried it, and
men have been trying ever since to make themselves
right with God. . ) . .

I read recently an account of the closing days of Car-
dinal Manning, a man who had been an English Church-
man, and who became a Roman Catholic—and who hoped
to become the Pope. In his closing days he illustrated
that scripture which speaks of some people who “through

. fear of death are all their lifetime subject to bondage.”

He ‘was terrified at the thought of death; and asked all
his friends to pray—not that he might get to heaven,
not that he might be saved by grace. He had so yielded
his mind to error; it was so cluttered up with the tradi-
tions of men, that there was no room for the pure word
of revelalion. What did he ask his friends to pray for?
That there might be granted to him the great boon of be-
ing permitted to go to.purgatory instead of going to hell.
I do not want to go to purgatory.: That prospect~has no
attraction for me. If I had to believe that at the end
of this life I had to spend no one knows how long there,
T should find no comfort in my religion. You cannot tell
how long a man stays in a place that is not, can you?

But even the church has no authoritative pronounce-
ment on that subject. They had some reason to believe
that a certain bishop had been there six hundred years.
That is not a very bright prospect! I could not rejoice
in a salvation like that. Manning! Manning! After he
had risen to the highest position in his church, short of
becoming Pope, that of Cardinal! A “prince” of the
church! After he had faithfully performed all the duties

which the church prescribes, when he got to the end of

life, he had no immediate hope of heaven: the best hope
he could cherish was that he might be permitted to

‘expiate something of the guilt of his sin, the temporal

punishment due his sin, by long years in purgatory.
Surely Manning must have been convinced of the moral
and spiritual bankruptcy of human nature! What a
horrible doctrine is that of purgatory! How inévitable it
is that at last the Babel tower must come crashing down.

. That cannot lead to heaven. “The way of the cross
leads home.” -

It has to be of grace for the simple reason that we
have nothing of value to offer: “What shall a man give
in exchange for his soul 7’

“Nothing in my-hands I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling.”

If salvation weré contingent upon the payment of even
an infinitesimal price, you and I would be shut out.

Mr, Spurgeon tells the story in one of his books
that as he sat on the lawn at the Orphanage, the chil-
dren played .about him.
children’s relatives came with ‘gifts. One dittle fellow
looked on for a while, and then shyly approached Mr.
Spurgeon,. put his hand on his knee and looked up finto
the great man’s face and said, “Mr. Spurgeon, suppose
you had no uncles, and no aunties, no cousins, no one
at all to bring you® anything?” Mr. Spurgeon replied,
“Well, suppose I had not?” With no regard for gram-

-mar the little fellow said, “Mr. Spurgeon, that’s me.”
Telling the story, Mr. Spurgeon said, “I ‘emptied my

pockets for that boy.”

We have to come to God like that, look up into His
face as we see Him in the face of J esus Christ, and say,
“O God, I have nothing. I am a poor bankrupt sinner
who has nothing to pay; so weak I dare not make a
promise. I am utterly ruined, I have nothing at all.”
I think he would forgive our grammar if we were to siy,
“That’s me.” “God, be merciful to me, a_sinner.” It
had to be of grace for our sake, * >

And for God’s sake. The context says if Abraham
were justified by works, he might have something of
which to glory. If man could save himself, he could
l')oast. But we are poor sinners. We have lost the divine
Image. We are up to the eyes—and over our heads—
in debt to the divine law. Wha
all off? I can make myself a new creature. I can give
myself a new nature, fashion for myself a new robe, put
on a wedding garment of my own fabrication. I ean
make mysélf ready to appear in the presence of God
before "all the holy angels. Oh no! There can be no
one ih heaven to challenge the divine supremacy. “God
hath made all things for himself.” He will not give His
glory to another. ‘“Thus saith the Lord God; I do not
this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy
name’s sake.” -

If a man could save himself, he would do what onl_y
God can do; and by so doing, he would demonstrate his
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equality with God, and challenge the divine pre-eminence.
It cannot be. He sits upon a solitary throne, and He
will not disgrace the throne of His glory. It must be
by grace in order that God may be glorified.

It will be instructive to view the opposite. Look at -the
Roman Catholic Church. Look at it! Look at it! _It is
Babylon. It is a system of works. It declares that it has
built a city and a tower whose top reaches to heaven,
that salvation is through “Holy Mother Church”. The
man who is the head of it blasphemously accepts the
title, not only of God’s vicegerent, but “our Lord God
the Pope”. I anathematize it! Cursed is the man who

arrogates to himself the prerogatives of Deity! God will

be God, and-He will not share His glory with any Pope.
“Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hou;' of his
judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven,
and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of water.” So

it is proclaimed in the Book, and immediately afterward,

“Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she
made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication.” 'Oh yes, Babylon will fall; and great will
be the fall thereof.

But there is nothing on this earth that is so significant
of human pride, arrogance, and vainglory, as the Roman
Catholic Church. The prince of the church, Cardinal

- Villeneuve, came to Toronto in all his robes, wearing his

cardinal’s cap. As he walked into that mixed gathering

" of the Canadian Club and the Empire Club, there at the

head table sat the Lieutenant-Governor of ‘Ontario, the
head of the' United Church, the head of the Presbyterian
Church, of the Anglican Chureh, and the Commissioner
of the Salvation Army. The papers did not say whether
there was a Baptist there, but if not, he was at the re-
ception later. They did not invite me! One member of

the Executive of the Canadian Protestant League told
me that when Cardinal Villeneuve came in, decked in all-

his glorious robes, the whole crowd rose and everyone
reverently received this bla-sphemqus representative of
the most blasphemous person on the earth, the Pope of
Rome. This Presbyterian minister said, “So far as I

“could see I was the only man who did not rise. I kept

my seat. I went to see what was doing, how they would
behave. I kept my seat as a testimony: I will not rise
to do honour to any prince, so-called, of the chureh.”

Do you not see what that sort of thing leads to? This
vain assumption that a man can save himself, lift him-
self up to equality with God? The Roman Catholic
Church is the outstanding monumental example of that
wicked folly, “BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER
OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE
EARTH.” )

And all_ who trust to their own merit belong to the
same family, whether they are Baptist, or Anglican, or
Presbyterian, or United Church, or whatnot. There is
no salvation that way. “It is of faith, that it might be
by grace.” And grace humbles a man before God. He
knows it is all of grace, and he can-only say, “Not unto
us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory,
for thy mercy; and for thy truth’s sake.” L

It hod to be by faith that it might be by grace, for
these were the only. two principles that could work to-
gether. It was the only link that could join the infinite

God with finite man, the Lord of all worlds and a bank-"

rupt sinner. . .
How? Faith glorifies its object. If I believe a man,

by my faith I honour him. I say, “There is a-man you
can trust.” I have used this illustration before. - You
will need to exercise your imagination considerably-even
to see-the picturé. Suppose I am very rich—that does
require an active imagination! I do not mean rich in the
ordinary sense, not as poor as Henry Ford or Andrew
Mellon,; or the Rothschilds, but rich as all the rich men -
put together. Suppose I could sign my name and' trans-
fer countless billions of wea]th? All in my name! I
am the sole owner and proprietor. I would count for
something if that were true! Even The Globe and Mail
would be kind to me, and The Toronto. Star might
occasionally admit something but a critical letter. But
in the meantime I shall have to do without ' their
encomiums. ° -

Suppose I go, with, this wealth in-my name, to New
York? I should be a public character; the reporters
would be waiting for me. What is ‘this man of billions
doing in New York? He came to employ an agent, a
man to look after his affairs. “Who is the fortunate
man?” " “So-and-So.” This man until ‘now unknown
comes to the hotel. He and I go to my room together,
the door is shut and locked, with reporters waiting down-
stairs. After an hour of conference, I go down with .
this man, and the reporters ask, “Are we to understand
that this man represents you?” “Absolutely; I have given
him full authority.” “To what extent?” “To the extent
of all my possessions. I have transferred everything I
own to his absolute control. Hé may do as he likes.”
“We did not see any legal gentleman go up to help you
consummate this understanding?” 1 have no lawyer.”
“You must have had a complicated instrument drawn ip
to authorize this man to fulfil the duties of his office?”
“I did not dip a pen in ink. I know this man, and I
have told him where he will find the information about.
my possessions, and told him to deal with everything as
though it were his own, that he need not consult me or
anyone else, that whatever he does, will be quite satisfac-
tory. I gave him carte blanche.” “How ‘many wit-
nesses?” “None.” C

Do you know what those reporters would do? They
would care no longer about me. It would be my agent’s
photograph that weuld be taken; he would have first place
in the papers. “Here is a man whom the richest man in
the world has trusted with all he owns. What a mar-
vellous man he must be!” ) -

You see how faith glorifieg its object? As a matter .
of falct_ I am a rich man. I have something worth more
than billions, this immortal soul of mineé; and it is handed
over fo the Lord Jesug Christ, to take care of for ever. .
“What have you”, someone asks. Only His promise.
“Therefore it is of faith.” My faith glorifies God. It is
said of Abraham that he was “strong in faith, giving
glory to God.” - : ;

Futhermore, grace glorifies the giver also, mot the
recipient. The man gives, and his benevolence is dis-
played. So grace glorifies God, and faith glorifies God
too; and because there could be no salvation that would
not give all glory to God, faith and grace work together:
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest
any man should boast.” < :

I recommend to you a diligent si;udy of the philosophy
of salvation. A certain lawyer, a keen-mlinded logician,
a secularist, poorly brought up, who knew nothing of the

’
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gospel, set himself to a diligent study of the Bible, in
order that he might refute it. But before he got through,
he was at the feet of Christ, saying, “God, be merciful
to me a sinner.” Then he wrote a book entitled, “The
philosophy of the plan of salvation.” Study it, and you
will find it is what it is because God is what He is. It
could not be otherwise.

III.
“THAT THE PROMISE MIGHT BE SURE TO ALL THE
SEED.” 1 want a salvation that is sure, something that

will last. I can not afford to experiment in this matter.
If my salvation were left to me, I could not be sure. Did

it depend upon human resources, from any point of view,.

there could be no security. - However a man may want to
do the will of God, he has no power. He does not know
what tomorrow will bring. Therefore salvation could not
be sure.

“To all the seed.” Big and little, weak and strong,
black and white, red and yellow: it must be sure to all.
Therefore God says, “I will undertake the task Myself;
then it will be sure.”” “I know that, whatsoever God
doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor
anything taken from it; and God doeth it, that men
should fear before him.” ‘Oh that we might increase
with " the increase of God “to the intent that now unto
the principalities and powers in heavenly places might
be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God.”
- Spurgeon once said to a.group of ministers, “Shall
we some day have a pulpit among the spheres? Shall
we have voices so strengthened as to reach attentive
constellations? Shall we be the messengers of the God
of grace to unfallen worlds, that will be wonder-struck
when they hear the mystery of redeeming love? I think
so.”
know which of the constellations he is preaching to to-
day; but we shall glorify God for ever. The promise
will be sure—sure—sure—forever sure to all the seed.
No Mass, no penance, no extreme unction. Let us free
ourselves as Protestants from all the rags of Rome, and
get back to the pure, unadulterated gospel of the grace
of God. Then we shall see. men enquiring their way to
Zion with their faces thitherward.

Is there a man here who has been.attentive to all his
religious duties but who is not sure? Why are you not
sure? You may be sure. It is- God’s will that the
promise should be sure to all the seed. And you may
go out of this building as though treading on air, saying,
Hallelujah; I am a child of God, an heir of glory, saved
for ever—for God did it. May the Lord help us so to

believe, and so to revel in the grace of God which

bringeth salvation. .

) “Grace all the work shall crown ,
To everlasting.days, -
It lays in heaven the top-most stone,”
And well deserves the praise.”

. (EDITORIALS continued from page 4)
taxes, or the school teachers.” He blames it on legisla-

ture in not keeping'with the times. - .
How could the representatives of an infallible churc_h
be at fault in anything? The simple matter of fact'ls
that the whole Separate School principle is an abomin-
able injustice. 0 ;
‘Roman Catholics in Ontario, if they want 'their children

Perhaps that is why he was called home. I do not -

Members of religious bodies other than

taught the tenets of their religion, in their own schools,
are under the necessity of paying for it. But they are
not exempted from their obligation to pay to the support
of the public school system. Parents who belong to the
United Church, or the Anglican Church, or the Presby-
terian Church, or a Baptist Church, have inherently just
as much right to-demand that they be given a denomina-
tional -school supported by public money, in order that

. their children may be taught all the tenets of their

church five days a wéek, and not only in their Sunday
Schools. But no one has such a special privilege, That
is reserved for the Roman Catholic Church.

An arrangement was made at the time of Federation,
to which the Honourable George Brown consented on the
understanding that it was to be “a final settlement”.
But from then until now this unholy, predatory, racke-
teering organization has been asking for more, and more,
and more. It is like the-horseleach that never says, “It
is enough.” )

We had something to do with stirring up a protest
against the iniquitous measure of nineteen-thirty-seven
to which the above article refers, and which proved “‘un-
workable” because it was a means whereby Protestants
were compelled to support Roman Catholic Schools as
well as supporting their own. But that is just exactly
what this reference to the Municipal Board will mean.
If the Separate School Board cannot pay its debts, it
ought to go out of business like any other bankrupt con-

'cern. There have been Protestant churches which, be-

cause of change of conditions—rural churches, and
churches in difficult quarters in various cities—that have
had to close their doors; they could no Jonger finance
their enterprise. But why should they not appeal for
Government aid? Or, if that is not an ‘exact parallel,
it may be certain educational institutions of a denomina-
tional character have had' to ciose because they had not

"sufficient endowment to carry on. Why should not they

have the privilege of appealing to the Government for
support? .

But it is always the same. The Roman Church—
which, we repeat, is the greatest racket on earth—bleeds
its people white, and then comes, cap in hand, begging
for charity. "It is like a man in receipt of a good in-
come who has a wife and children, but who spends all he
earns upon drink, until he has nothing left with which
to keep his wife and family. Then the scoundrel hands
them over to the municipality for public support.

This Chairman says:

“When you consider that sixty-two per cent. of the
population of the world cannot read or write, it sets
fgzth”the importance of education as the end of citizen-
ship.

But Mr, McCarthy fails to point out that a very large
part of the world’s illiteracy is chargeable to the Roman
Catholic Church. In Quebec, in Southern Ireland, in
South American countries, in Spain, in Portugal—in
fact, in every country where the Roman Churech controls
education, there is a larger percentage of illiteracy than
in any other country. -

The Separate School system is devised to give children
sufficient instruction to enable them to obey the priests:
beyond that, it suits the Roman Church to keep as many
as possible of her people in ignerance. )

‘We call the attention of.Ontario ratepayers to this
further raid of -the Roman Catholic Church upon the
public treasury of Ontario. :
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PROTESTANTISM IN PERIL

What Democracy Owes to Our Faith

By WALTER ALLEN

There was a time when England’s armies were deem-
ed invincible. It is a far cry, however, to that Long
Parliament which, meeting on November 8rd, 1640, laid
the foundations of the civil and religious liberty for
which we are fighting to-day. - L.

The times were evil, but there was no “mood of panic
and anger,” for the fear of GOD was there, and after
the election of the Speaker and other formal business,
Sir Benjamin Rudyerd rose: “Mr. Speaker, we are here
to do GOD’S business and the King’s”; year after year
in deliberate pursuance of that policy, on the last Wed-
nesday of éach month was held a Fast Day, on -which
Members went to St. Margaret’s, Westminster, to pray
and to hear two sermons—morning and afternoon—
which dealt first and foremost with personal religion
and_only at the end w‘ith duties as M.P.’s. .

(Such a Parliament to-day would insist that the first aim
of all true education should be character; indecent radio
jokes and irreverent plays would have short shrift; the sound
sense of Ezra ix., 13; 2 Chron. xv., 2; Psalm Ixxxi, 13-16,
would hang on the walls of Government offices, universities,
colleges, schools, workshops, homes.) Small wonder that

_se'rvini_such a Parliament was one of the greatest soldiers
1

of all history, and an army such as has never appeared be-
fore or since on any battlefield. .

. And as to Democracy, we believe in democracy, and when
we write about a “waning democracy,” we do not think of
democracy as a failure, But the present popular lip-service
is one thing, and sturdy efforts to get the people to return
to GOD and the integrity of former years is another.

Democracy’s Source of Authority

']Semocracy is, as was stated so well by Lincoln, “govern-
ment of the people, by the people, for the people.”” The
citizens elect their own rulers and make their own laws. The

source of authority is not in the government, but in those

governed. Such a government grants individual freedom and
initiative. It endeavours to rule over as few things as pos-
sible, and gives the individual every liberty to worship, to
work, and to enjoy the blessings of life. It favours the
home by vrotecting the marriage relation. It favours the
right of workmen by granting them every liberty to labour
under the most favourable conditions. It is opposed to all
oppression and violence whether by the  capitalists or the
labour unions. Such a democracy stands for justice and
equality. It takes a deep interest in the physical well-
being, as well as the education or intellectual worth of its
citizens. A true democracy is really the people governing

themselves for their own benefit. For free and educated-

people, it is by far the best form of government.

To-day the democratic form of government is challenged
in many lands. An entirely different order of government
has been devised and is now advocated. It is gross perver-
sion of history to call it new. It is in fact only-the old
mediaeval order of tyranny with a_ new name. Instead
of “holy” (!) popes and kings ruling by divine right, it has
“super’-men ordained by Nature to rule. It bears various
names. It is called the totalitarian form of government.
In a democratic State, the Government exists for the people.

. In a totalitarian State, the people exist for the Govern-

ment, whose motto is: ““Nothing against the State; nothing
outside the State; everything for the State.”

"A Virile Protestantism Essential to Democracy

It is well to give attention to the forces which undermine
democracy. There are certain definite causes of its present
state that ought to be pointed out and remedied. Of these,
the chief is the weakness of the Church. A true democracy
is possible only in countries with a strong Protestant Chris-
tianity. It cannot exist in a- Roman Catholic country. We
see how it failed in France. The great cause of the com-
plete debacle of France in June, 1940, was.the insidious,
undermining influence of the papacy. It was the “priests,”

not the generals, that caused France to lose the war. Dem- -

ocracy cannot exist in an atheistic country, for atheism
weakens individual character, Democracy cannot exist
among a pagan people. This is evidenced by the very fact
that in those parts of Europe where the totalitarian State
is the strongest, the State has, as its source, a new pagan-
jsm. -Democracy is the fruit of Protestantism; and when
Protestantism decays, there will be a moral collapse which
will pull down democratic government. ;

It is this truth which makes the present state of dem-
ocracy a supreme challenge to all who prize the highest
good of men. The challenge of democracy is the challenge
of -freedom. Do we value the liberty we enjoy? Do we
defend it with that vigilance and zeal needéd to preserve it?
Do we endorse those flaming words: “Give me liberty or give
me death”? There is need to-day of a ‘renewed loyalty
to the truths that have made this land of ours an asylum
for the oppressed of the earth. The challenge of democ-
racy is the challenge ‘of personal initiative and moral char-
acter. Do we live worthy of this boon—denied to many mil-
lions in other lands? The challenge of democracy is the
challenge of soul deliverance, a freedom to worship our
Creator as our own hearts impel us to worship. It is not
enough to enjoy that freedom as a right. We must exercise
it as an.’experience. -Indeed our souls may be free and

‘may worship, even though our bodies be bound in chains.

A Challenge to Protestant Preachers

Many a martyr in his cell has more soul freedom than
rich church members in their finé homes.

The present challenge of democracy is really a challenge
to the Church. It is a challenge to Protestant preachers
everywhere. It is the challenge of the world.to the Gospel.

-Democracy cannot exist without character. Only as 'we

build- personal integrity in a democracy will a democracy
succeed. The challenge of a failing democracy is the chal-
lenge to every true child of GOD to build a strong char-_
acter for Christ, to stand for honesty and self-reliance., The
challenge of democracy then is a challenge to every believer
in the Gospel. Democracy cannot be saved merely by civil
law. - It has its roots in the Protestant religion, that is,
in the true Gospel, and it will prosper only when and where

the Gospel is followed.

The Wrong Men in High Positions

The first thing will be to awake to realism and face up
to the stark fact. We shall have to awake to the fact that
we have in many instances the wrong men in high position
in the Church. . . . Time was when the first demand that a
church made of the man that was to occupy its pulpit was
that he could preach, that he was a prophet of GOD. Where
are the pulpit giants to-day? Think now. Do you know
a church where the principal demand of ‘the minister is that
he have the ability to preach? If a man has the ability to
preach he is sure betimes to say something that will rebuke
and hurt. A frue preacher could never be popular in the
strict sense of the term. Congregations, and especially offi-
cials, have no use for the 'preacher who sometimes in the
name of GOD must hit out. -They take good care that
such a man is not allowed access to the pulpit. The result
is that we are raising a generation of spineless Christians
who cannot--face up to anything, who have no appetite
for solid truth . . . The main office of the Church is the
pulpit, and from that pulpit should go forth the Word of
GOD, and if the people are to get the Word of GOD we
must put in our pulpits men who can preach. Men who
are naturally endowed, GOD-gifted, and divinely-anointed,
The great need of our churches’is to put men in the pulpits
who can preach.

Music No Substitute Fo\r Preaching

Choir-conductors are not preachers, and chorus-singing of
which we have had sadly too much of late, will never save
the world. Church officials have a responsibility to GOD -
regarding the pulpit and most of them will be answering
the question one day as to the misuse they made of the
pulpit by putting into it & man who would not preach .-. .
The issue at stake is too vital for mincing matters. In-
competence has put the Church where it is; therefore the
‘Church must rid itself of the incompetants . . ., the other
things that the Church must do are “RETURN” and .“RE-
PENT.” To return means that we acknowledge that we
'have strayed, and repentance must be absolute and contain
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all the elements embodied in the term. Failing this the
.Church is doomed. The last war emptied the churches. If
we do not arouse ourselves this war will close them.

Two Menacing Forces
There are two great menacing forces in the world to-day.

" One is Roman Catholicism, or a revival of sacerdotalism,

and the other the denial of the New Testament, or arrogant
unbelief. Our great need to-day is a revival of Christian
belief,. New Testament religion, evangelical preaching and
spiritual thought, and a Protestant Church and ministry
. « . in spite.of the fires of Smithfield, of the battle nf the
Armada, and of the Renaissance, Romanism is as active as
ever. Everywhere our Protestant religion and heritage is
being assailed, not simply by frankly-confessed Romanists,
but by bastard Romanists within the Church. We, are fight-
ing against a’determined and spurious attempt to filch from
us our glorious Protestant liberties. You find it in the rot-
ten philosophy of Hitlerism, and in the “Christianity” of

Romanism. The Romanising ‘movement is neither a serip--

tural nor a people’s movement. It is a pseudo-human meove:
iment. The New Testament teaches the right of free access to
the Throne of Grace, confession to ‘God only, and the right of
the believer to come to God without the intervention of pre-

late or “priest”. It teaches that marriage is a creative act-

ordained by the Creator and not to be dictated by Romanism.
The Bible teaches that all little children belong to God, and
that no water sprinkled by a “priest” can save a child’s soul.
The pope is only an ordinary sinful man like you and me.
He is no more the head of the Church than you are. That
Head is Jesus.Christ.

The great Scriptural doctrines are in jeopardy to-day and
they must be safe-guarded from attack and from mis-state-
ment. The world needs a.strong mnited Protestant Church
and an evangelical Church. If ever man .needed the Gospel
of Jesus, it is to-day.

“Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the lawi

of the Lord. Blessed are they that keep His testimonies,
and that seek Him, with the whole heart. Thy word is
a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” (Psalm
119: 1, 2, 105.) = * _ Sy _
From The Ulster Protestant, June, 1942.

- CONVENT CRUELTIES _
Government Inspection (‘?f Nunneries D‘emanfled
Roman Aggression Must Be Stopped

— By ALMA WHITE, M.A.

To expose the cruelties to which helpless girls and
women are subjected in Rome’s prison houses is to beard
the old Papal lion in his den, but when duty demands it
there should be those who are willing to make the sacri-
fice. Tyranny, under the cloak of religion, behind iron
bars and stone walls, has too long been tolerated under
the ‘Union Jack, where martyrs’ blood has been shed to
safeguard our liberties.

The moment a yoiung woman. crosses the threshold of
a convent she is supposed to be dead to -the world and to
all her relatives and friends. Is she not then, body, soul
and spirit, the property of Rome, who is at liberty to
take all of her material wealth, seduce, slay, imprison or
even murder her without having to suffer the penalty of
law? The sub-cellar graveyards of the prison-houses have
no doubt received the remains of many young women

. 'who have heen unwilling vietims to lives of shame. .

When a Cammelite nun takes the veil, according to those
who have been fortunate enough to make their escape by
miracle or otherwise, she is-placed in a coffin,. symbolising
death to her parénts, to the world, and to all that pertains to
life and comfort. She is then compelled to live in absolute
poverty and is subjected to the most extreme and rigid dis-
cipline. She is made to believe that she should forget even
her family name and the love that she bore her father and
mother, her brothers and sisters. ‘Could there be a greater
crime in this country of boasted liberty than to prey upon
the heart of -

A Young Woman

with fine religious sensibilities, and persuade her that it will
enhance her chances for heaven to swear away her liberty and
‘usefulness, to become an inmate of one of these Papal pens
with iron bars and high stone-walled enclosures? “It is an
offence against GOD and an outrage against humanity.”
The Roman Cathelic prisons, such as the convents, monas-
teries, etc., are the only places where the officers of tthg law
are not permitted to go. Why should there be any discrimin-
ation between these and Protestant institutions? The answer
is apparent. Rome has so successfully played her part in the
politics of the country that her fortresses as yet are seem-
ingly impregnable; but there has never been a structure im-
mune to the ravages of Time. Time will raise the highest
towers, and shake the foundations of ancient structures and
cause them to crumblé and fall; and should not Rome, with
‘her boasted antiquity, tremble, i /.
There is no - !
‘ Remedy for the Convent Evil '

but Government inspection; and why should Rome raise such
a furor, and protest against it, if she is not guilty of all that

" ‘hag been said and written by those who have escaped from

her clutches ?

The old hierarchy, true to their camouflage, exalt marriage
when it suits their purpose-to do so. They claim it is a gacra-
ment. Then why .are the “priests” denied the privilege of
getting married? Shall the old Mother of Harlots control
the destinies of men by laying down the rules for their priv-
ate lives, in the face of the New Testament and its teachings?
As a natural consequence the Papal prisons have come into
existence—the convent with its horrors and secrecy. If the
tide of popular indignation continues to rise, the time will
come when every parish “priest” will be compelled to marry
or vacate. ’

Why are so many beautiful young girls spirited away to
the convents and made to-believe that they are to be the bride
of Christ? The Roman clergy elaim to have power to absolve

" from sin. There is no crime so red or black that, ‘according

{;‘l) i?orr‘n;e’s_ teaching of infallibility, they have not power to
ot put.
The Convent Women

.are taught to believe that the “Holy Fathers” stand in the

place of Deity, and that to go against their mandates would
be to bring the curses of the ages down on their heads.

This world-war has brought about many changes. Civiliz-
ation can never be the same again. The great conflict s prov-
ing to be an eye-opener, and as a result, enlightenment has
come to many as to the goal for which the old Papal hierarchy
is striving, namely, that of world domination, with church
and state united under the Papal crown, which would result
in the repetition of the Inquisition. ' . :
e Sllli!;'m Bﬁtggsfs-lmnr:r while the Roman weasel sucks

e life’s blood from thejr veins and robs .them of lib
and all that life holds dear? ) oty
Erom The Uister Protestant, June, 1942,

* 'What the R.o.n'nan‘_ Catholic Church Really
Claims For Itself -

(We join with The Sentinel in giving publicity to the foll_ow-‘

ing statement by the United Protestant Council of London.)

In view of the greatly increased activity towards a re-
establishment of Papal supremacy in the British Com-
monwealth, there is a growing need to remind the public
of the real nature of the Italian Mission; of its distine-
tive doctrines, and of its subtle attempts to undermine
and destroy Protestantism.

Recent movements of the Papacy, of which the cam-
paign misnamed the “Sword of the Spirif” is one of the
most prominent, have represented the Roman ‘Church
in this country as desirous of promoting a - “United
Christian Front”, based upon common Christian prin-
ciples; thus taking advantage of the spirit of toleration,
which is a characteristic of the British race, in .order
to further the exclusive claims of the Vatican and to

-
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persuade the people of the British lands to return to the
Papal allegiance. ' ' . .
The exclusive claim of the Papacy to be the one and

only true Church of Christ, outside of which it is stated

there-is no salvation, should in itself make all such at-
tempts futile. But it is considered that a most effective
means of safeguarding the Protestant public against de-
ception by modern Roman apologists will be to furnish
them with a clear statement of what the Roman Catho-
lic Church officially teaches and still requires to be re-
ceived. y ; .
Such a statement is already provided in the twelve

clauses of the Creed known as the Creed of Pope Pius-

1V, issued in 1564 as an addition to the ancient Nicene
Creed and comprising a brief authoritative record of the
degrees of the Papal Council of Trent. - These added
"The Creed of Pope Pius IV.

I. I most stedfastly admit and emhrace Anostolic and

. Eeclesiastical Traditions, and all other observances and _‘

constitutions of the same Church. .

I1." T also admit the Holy Scripture, according to that
sense which.our ‘Holy Mother, the Church, has held and
does hold, to which it belongs to judge of the true sense
and interpretation of the Seriptures; neither will I ever
take and interpret them otherwise than according to the
unsnimous consent of the Fathers.

-IT1." T also profess that there are truly and proverly
Sevgn Sacraments of the new. law instituted by Jesus
Christ, our Lord, and necessary for the salvation of man- -
kind. thourh not all for every one; to wit. Baptism, Con-
firmation. Eucharist. Penance, Extreme Unction. -Orders,
and Matrimony; and that they confer grace; and that of
these. Ba:ntlsm, Confirmation. and Orders, ¢annot be reit-
.eratgd without sacrilege; and I also receive and admit the
recewgd and aporoved ceremonies of the Catholic Church,
used in the solemn administration of all the aforesaid
Sacraments. :

EW. I embrace and receive all and every one of the
things which have been defined and declared in the Holy
go:ncﬂ of Trent, concerning original sin and justifica-

fon, -

V. I profess, likewise, that in the Mass there is offered. .

to God a true, prover, and propitiatory sacrifice for the -
living and the_dead: arnd that in the most Holy Sacrament
of the Eucharist thetre are truly. really, and substantially
the hody and blood, together with soul and divinity of our
Lord Jesus Christ: and that there is made a-conversion
of the who'e substance of the bread into the body, and
of the whole substance of the wine into the blood; which
conversion the Catholic Church calls Transubstantiation.

) g,lso confess; that under either kind alone, Christ is re-
ceived whole and entire, and a true Sacrament. .
tha‘g.thl cqnsltar:itlz h(;l:li éﬂ}l:at there is-a Purgatory, and’

e souls detain erein "are hel by the suf-
ﬁ%tis oIf‘1 liéhe m“{ﬁ"" ‘- : ped by the suf

. VILI. Likewise, that the Saints, reigning together with
Christ, are to be honoured and invocai:ed';g ang that they
offer prayers to God for us, and that their relics are to
be 'h'Ield in veneration.

VIII. I most firmly assert that'the images of Christ,
of the Mother of God, ever Virgin, and il‘-eso ‘of other
Saints, may be had and retained; and that due honour
and veneration are to be given them:

IX. I also affirm that the power of .Indulgences was
left by Christ in the Church, and that the useg‘:f them is
most wholesome to Christian people.

X. I dcknowledge the Holy, Catholie, Apostolic, Ro-
man Churc}_1 for the Mother and Mistress of all Churches;
and I promise true obedience to the Bishop of Rome, suc-
cessor o St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles, and Vicar of
Jesus Christ. ’ )

. XI. I' -llkewis_e undoubtedly. receive and profess. all -
other things delivered, defined and declared by the Sacred
Canons and General Councils, and particularly by the -
Holy Council of Trent; ancli I condemn, reject, and ana-

. thematize all things contrary thereto, and all heresies

wﬁh the Church condemned, rejected and anathema-

XIL: I, N. N., do at this present freely profess, and

sincerely hold this true.Catholic faith, without which no

~ one can be saved; and I promise most constantly to re-

tain and confess the same entire and inviolate, with God’s
assistance, to' the end ofimy life. ) :

In this short paper it is impossible to examine the
foregoing Creed in detail, but it is most desirable that
in all parts of the Empire its tenets should be carefully
compared.with Holy Scripture and their dangerous char-.
acter explained and exposed by preachers and teachers.
If this is done it will ‘be found that its declarations:—

(a) Subvert the supreme authority of the sacred, in-
spired Seriptures by making-these subordinate to Rom-an )
tradition and interpretation; \

(b) Refnte the doetrine of Tustification hv Faith alone
and a riehteous standing before God. which the sinner
has throurh no merit. works or obsérvances of his own,

. by mroclaiming as necessary the observance of sacra-

ments. real and sn-called: .
. (¢) Derogate from the perfect and all-sufficient sacri-
fice offered by our Lord on ‘Calvary once for all, by
‘claiming that the Mass is a propitiatorysacrifice for the
living and the dead; ’ _ .

(d) Usurp the office of the Holy Spirit (Christ’s Di-

- vine Vicegerent). by representing the Pope of Rome to
- be the Vicar of Christ; ]
(e) Lead the souls of men into the bondage of priest-
craft, by the practice of the Confessional, more gener-
ally known as the Sacrament of Penance, and by the false
doctrine of Purgatory; . .
- (f) Supplant the risen and ascended Saviour in His
office as sole Mediator between God and man, by the
Papal anvointment of many mediators;
(g) Encourage the sin of idolatry, by the invocation-
of saints and angels and the use of images and relics;
(h) Misrepresent the true Church of the redeemed
which knows no ecclesiastical Himitations, by setting up
the Church of Rome as the one dépository of salvation.
" Tt should be remembered that since the Council of
Trent the dogmas of the Immaculate Concention of the
Virgin Mary (1854), and of Papal ‘Infallibility (1870),
have beén added and decreed as official and bindine doc-
trines and that, over and above the unscriptural charac-
ter of its distinctive creed and dogmas, it cannot be too
stronely emphasized that the Roman Church is also a
world-wide political organization. and temnorﬁl State. the
machinations of which are f_requently subversive of civil
and religious liberty. R

Never again must the British race submit to the
spiritual and temvoral domination of a Church which-
stands discredited by the facts of history and condemned
by its:own formularies. Our duty and 'privilege must
be to continue in the true faith of the Gosvel as set forth
in Holy Scripture and stand fast in the liberty where-

" with Christ alone makes His people free. .

Rome Again Puts .the Calendar in Reverse

All over the world the Roman Catholic Church is on
the war-path. Time-serving politicians in the absence
of an aggressive Protestantism take the line of least
resistance and allow Rome to have her way.

The following news item is reproduced from The Cana-
dian Register of August 15, the official Romanist organ.

. It is just one more straw in the wind. Here is a com-

plete reversal, as in France under Pétain. Eduecation is
once more surrendered to the control of the Mother of
Ignorance and Darkness, whom they mis-name Holy
Mother Church. . ‘ ’
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Costa Rica Repents

Decree of Nationil Congress of Republic Ends Ban on
Religious Communities and Gives Full Recognition
To State Catholic Schools

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica, Aug. 10—(NC)—After a 15-hour
debate and by a vote of 31 to nine, the Costa Rican Gongres_-s
has decreed the abolishment of laws prohibiting monastic
orders and religious communities in Costa Rica and barring
the clergy from any “meddling in” or ‘“opposition to” the
direction of education in schools supported by Government
funds. The new decree, passed by the Congress and signed
immediately by President Rafael A. Calderon Guardia and
Secretary of the Intérior Carolos M. Jimenez last Thursday,
will go into effect “two months after Costa Rica declares the
termination of the present state of war.”

Law No. 33 of July 22, 1884, promulgated during the Presi-
dency of General Prospero Fernandez, climaxed a conflict in-
volving the expulsion- of the Most Rev. Bernardo Augusto
Thiel, Bishop of San Jose, and members of the Society of
Jesus who at that time were conducting the College of San

1

‘ UNION NEWS
Missionary Sunday, September 13th

The Special Missionary Sunday set for September 13th
will give all our pastors an occasion to remind their
people of the unique mission of the Union of Regular
Baptist Churches. In a day and generation when mod-
ern unbelief has blighted the spiritual power of Pro-
testantism, our group of churches firmly stands for the
great doctrines of grace. Individual pastors and church
members in all the major dénominations hold to the old
ways; but they are isolated from others of like faith,
and their testimony is marred by the necessity of sub-
mitting to modernistic control and supporting modern-
istic institutions. Denominational loyalty is no substi-
tute for loyalty to the revealed Word.

Our Union of Churches was founded by Baptists who

Luis Gonzaga at Ciudad de Cartago. This law, decreed dur-, -put the Truth first and were willing to leave old asso-

ing intense religious controversy and political agitation, and
Law No. 8 of June 4, 1894, confirmed similar laws passed under
the influence of so-called Liberalism in 1824, three years after
the proclamation of the Independence of Central America.
In addition to nroscribing the Orders and Coneregations, the
laws excluded “the clergy in the exercise of their ministry”
from having any part in the direction of education in “estab-
lishments supported with national funds” and specifically pro-
hibited “opposition to this education because it is.exclusively
secular.” In the event of violation of these laws, the Execu-
tive Power was authorized to withhold the customary Federal
allowance for purposes of religious worship and, further, to
arrest the “clerical transgressor.”

The new decree follows close upon the statutes making re-
lizgious education obligatory in" the official schools — except
whén individual parents file a written objection —and the
recognition by the State of bachelor degrees conferred by
private colleges.

An House of Merchandise

We have before us a weekly calendar of St. Michael’s
Cathedral, Toronto, for Sunday, July 26th. It advertises
on the front page a holy hour for victory in the after-’
noon from four to five o’clock, and a vietory Mass dafly
at 12.10 noon. We print two small items from the cal-
endar: .

There will be 2 Requiem High Mass in the Cathedral for
the renore of the soul of Mrs. Lucille Beer at the request
of O’Keefe’s Brewing (Co., Limited, on Monday, July 27th, at
8.30 o’clock. ’

- . .

The Parish Bineo on Friday evenings will continue through
the summer months. The huge electric fans and  the airy
hall make for comfort. - The erowds are continuing to grow
and if vou haven’t attended St. Michael’s Bingo with all its
valuahle prizes, vou have missed an onnortunity to svend a
pleasant and wrofitahle evening each Fridav at 8.30 p.m. in
the _St. Michael’s Hall, just opposite the Cathedral. :

Report on Radio Before Governors

Ottawa, Aug. 17—Rene Morin, chairman of the CBC Board
of -Governors, said to-day after a board meeting that con-
sideration had been given to the renort of a special House
of Commons committee on CBC affairs but that no decision
was .reached. - - ) .
. The governors will meet again to consider the report fur-
ther, on August 28. . : " .
- A leading recommendation of the revort was that the
governors should consider if Major Gladstone Murray, CBE
general manager, could be used -by the corporation in an-
other canacity than that of general manager or- exécutive
head of the cornoration. - . . .

{Wateh for the renort of the CRC Board of Governors. .
Major Murray will be ousted and a French Canadian Roman
Catholic will take his place. Bad enough now, the CBC
will be more R.C. than ever—Ed. G.W.) :

ciations of the Gospel. We contended for the faith once
for all delivered to the saints though we were not con-
tentious. Our proteést was needed in the days when our
group of churches was organized, but its necessity has
multiplied a hundredfold in the years since then. The
deadly plague that we know as Modernism is now run-
ning its course in the churches of Canada. and the Bap-
tist label does not provide any immunity against its
ravages. Only the Gospel of the Grace of God can
satisfy the longing of the hungry soul and provide a
lasting source of attraction that will ill churches and
make them effective forces for God and for goodness.
All who earnestly desire to see a revival of evangeli-
cism, refoiced in the formation of such a Society as ours.
Those of us who have enjoyed some of the fruits of the
protest that led to it have much for which to be grate-
ful. Cut free from entangling alliances with unbelief
we are free to speak the whole counsel of God and to

have sweet fellowship in the Gospel with those of like .

mind. The united witness of our Union has demon-
strated that the power and influence of old-fashioned
evangelicalism are just as great to-day as they ever were
and the future is"ours if we continue to fizht'the good
fight of faith. But we must then gird ourselves. for new
achievements. To do so we shall have to remind our
entire constituency of the things for which we stand
and of the necessity which called our Union into being.
Let us look to the vast in order that the “Hitherto” will
arm us for the “Henceforth” which is greater both in
its opportunities and its recuirements.

It is the purpose of this Missionary Sundav on Sep-
tember 13th to offer just such an occasion for looking
back with thanksgiving and then forward with faith.
We urge all friends of our cause and especially all the
pastors to make full use of the Missionary Sunday to
further the work of the Lord as it is represented in the
common cause of the Union to 'which we have put our
hands.—W.S.W. ’

The Power of The Word
The French Testament Campaign
More first hand news of the French Testament Cam-
paign comes in the following letter red hot from the
field. It is written by one of our pastors who has carried
the battle to the gates and incurred the wrath of the
local priests, who rage against the “wicked books” he
gives out: the New Testament in French. After a par-

N
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ticularly violent campaign against him this brother made
a number of visits to compare the results of the vilifica-
tiohs of the priests and, the distribution of the Word
of God in connection with our French Testament Cam-
paign. The following is his account: S

“We had a wonderful time visiting our French friends last

. week. I really believe it was the best encouragement we have

had yet in this work. Mr. Frey seerhed to feel it was the best
he has yet experienced in the places he has visited. We spent
about three hours at B's————— and had dinner with them.
The enlightenment and growth there, in Mr, B——— especi-
ally is wonderful. :

“These visits were good but our most inspiring surprises
were at other homes. The two young men to whom the priest
advertised the New Testaments by condemning them are con-
tinuing more and more to see the truth and to enjoy it. These
men are veritable preachers of the Word, and show every sign
of good stewardship by the faithful use they make of every
word of truth entrusted to them. ‘We spent an afternoon with
them in the sweetest of joy and fellowship around the Word
of God. If the Cardinal’s Bible-burning decree produces the
worst possible results we shall still have cause to rejoice
through all eternity because the insane wrath of this enemy
of God helped us to contact these two young men,

- “However, our greatest surprise awaited us in another
home:” It jis a French-Canadian home where the false doc-
trines of the so-called ‘Jehovah’s Witnesses’ had become en-
trenched. We spent some time refuting these heresies the
last visit I made into that distriet with one of our other work-
ers and left the Wiord to perform its work; a work which it
did so amazingly thoroughly that when we went back last
week we discovered that the former victims of this erroneous
teaching had put their deceptive teachers to flight, and had
gone out with the Word of God to refute the deceivers in
other homes. God gave us such openings among these that
we spent two whole evenings witnessing to and wondering at
the mighty works of God. I never was more convinced of the
incomparable power of the Bible in meeting all the devices
of Satan. No wonder the Papacy tries to replace it by tra-
ditions and Judge Rutherford to divert people from it to his
books.” .

Rev. Robert Brackﬁtone Goes to Timmins

Rev. Robert Brackstone has accepted the unanimous eall
of the Timmins Church to become its pastor. We extend to
this church our sincerest congratulations. Mr. Brackstone
is no stranger to the North and its peculiar problems for
he leboured with great success in Kapuskasing where he pio-
neered the new cause and left a strong church with a building
free of debt. The Timmins church has had only two pastors in
less than twenty-five years of existence, Rev. Morley Hall
and Rev. Harold Slade. Both of them were unswerving in
their loyalty to the great doctrines of Grace and their evan-
gelical preaching and strong leadership has happily com-
bined to produce a healthy, vigorous church whose influence
is felt throughout all the gold-mining camps of Northern

-Ontario and Quebec.. We have every confidence that under
the hand of God Brother Brackstone will prove a worthy
successor to these stalwarts. His past experience in seeing
the conversion of French-Canadian Roman Catholics at
Kapuskasing will open to him the great field of French
evangelization now so urgently meeded in the North since
French-Canadians are flooding into all the great mining
centers. ’ . ’

To the Westboro church where Mr. Brackstone’s ministry
has yielded much fruit we extend our sincerest condolences.
He is greatly beloved there and the church has accomplished
much under his leadership. Only last Sunday it was my
privilege together with the former pastor, Rev. Lorne Hisey,

. to preach at the re-opening services of their renovated and
redecorated building. It was evident that the entire mem-
bership had worked and given with a will to make a fine
new building out of an old dingy one at an amazingly low
cost—almost all of which was covered by the time the work
was _completed. We trust that the Head of the Church will
give them another pastor and that we shall see still greater
fruition in the days to come.—W.

" Bible School Lesson Outline

Vol. 6 Third Quarter Lesson 35

August 30, 1942
OLIVE L.-CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) '

THE GOOD SAMARITAN

Lesson Text: Luke 10, )

Golden Teéxt: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and
'wgtlzzrl all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself”—Luke
10:27. Tt

I. 'The Mission of the Seventy—verses 1 to 24.

Since the harvest was great and the labourers were few,
Christ sent forth seventy messengers, in addition to the
twelve disciples (chapter 9:1-8), to prepare the hearts of the
people for His personal visit to each place. The instructions
given to the seventy suggest practical hints for spreading the
Gospel message in our own day.

1." The need of the people is great. o

2. The Lord must send the messengers (Rom. 10:15).

3. House-to-house evangelism is effective. . .

4. For mutual support and for a stronger testimony-two
can work together to advantage.

5. Opposition is to be expected.

6. Let us go in confidence; the Lord will provide.

7. The seventy were not to salute people on the road, since
the Eastern salutations are long, and time must not be wasted
in_id}e ceremonies. They were to go as men bound on a solemn
mission, .

8. The message will not be without efficacy.

9. Neither message nor messenger can be slighted without
dangerous consequences (verse 16). As a warning to other
cities not to be inhospitable to the truth, Christ pronounced
judgment acainst some of those whose period of probation
was past; Chorazin, Bethsaida (Mk. 8:22; Lk. 9:10; John
1:44) and Capernaum (Matt. 11:20-24). -

The harvest, the time of reaping, is always a time of joy
(Psa. 126:5, 6; Isa. 9:3; 1 Thess. 2:19). While the messengers
rejoiced that the demons were suffering defeat, Christ re-
joiced that their chieftain, Satan, would be overthrown (Isa.
14:12-19; Rev. 12:8, 9). His fall would resemble the light-
ning in the suddenness with which its dazZling brilliance
is extinguished. Even serpents and scorpions, agents which
Satan might use to hurt the Lord’s messengers, would be sub-
ject unto them. Yet, their chief source of joy and the ground
of their hope and assurance must ever be their personal sal-
vation. To be used of God gives no ground for boasting (1,
Cor, 1:26-31; Gal. 6:14); it is by His grace that we are privi-
leged to give the message of salvation to others.

As the seventy rejoiced, so also did their Master. These
matters had been committed, not t0 men of earthly wisdom,
but to simple fishermen, whose hearts had been touched.
While the Son alone could know the Father in His perfection, .
God had decreed that He and His Son should be revealed to
those of child-like faith (Matt. 18:3).

II. The Parable of the Samaritan—verses 25 to 87.

The lawyer, who wished to test the Master (Matt. 22:34-40;

"Mk, 12:28-34), was proud of his wisdom and attainments, and

he evidently thought of salvation as an inheritance to be won -
by good deeds. Yet the first and the second great command-
ments together summarize the teaching of the law that the
way of life is the way of love to God and love to man. The
heart in Scripture represents the whole inner personality
(Prov. 4:28); the soul the powers of feeling; the strength
indicates the might or will; and the mind, the intellectual
powers. If the lawyer should love the Lord with his whole
heart, soul, strength and mind, and his neighbour as himself,
he would surely be saved. SR -

One would expect that an acknowledgment of this high and
holy standard of life would bring about a feeling of self-
condemnation; that the lawyer would have asked how such
love was to be obtained. He showed no disposition t6 abhor
-himself (Job 42:6), but desired to justify himself, excusing
himself for not obeying the law by discussing a technical
question, defining the word “neighbour”. Christ gave a par-
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able which condemns all self—nghteous ones who say, but do
not (Matt. 23:3), and which justifies those who obey the spirit
of the law, although they may be ignorant of its letter (Rom.
2:18-15, 26, 27).

The priest was utterly indifferent; ‘he was not even suffici-
ently interested to find out whether the wounded man was
. glive or dead. The Levite was knowingly cruel, seeing the
need, yet refusing to help. The Samaritans were a part-
Gentlle people, separated from the Jews by a great national
hatred (John 4:9). The Jewish leaders would not think of
showing a nelghbourly spirit to the Samaritans;still less
would they give them credit for a display of kindness. The
Samaritan was journeying, and might have been excused on
that account. The money left with the host amounted to
about 30 cents according’ f.o our reckomng, a sufficient pro-
vision in those days.

The parable of the Samaritan does not teach that one can
be saved by performing deeds of kindness; only the “kindness
and love of God our Saviour toward men” can avail (Tit. 8:4,
5). Tt illustrates the Gospel, however, and’ rteachers may use
. it to advantage to point out the ravages of sin, robbing man
of all that is wortH while, wounding him and: leaving him
heloless; the failure of the law, ag represented by the priest,
and of ceremony, :as represented by the Levite, to rescue the
. man wounded by sin; and the compassion of Chnst who came

to ‘the place where we were, stooped down, savedus, put us -

in His own place, heals our every wound and prowdes for our
needs.

III. The Contrast between the Sisters—verses 38 to 42.

* Martha, Mary and Lazarus-lived in the village of- Bethany,
which is about five miles from Jerusalem, but much farther
from Galilee, the scene of the evangelistic tour recorded in
these chapters (John 11:1). Tt may be that the incident
occurred during 2 short visit to Jerusalem which Christ seems
to have made at about this time (John 10:22). The two
sisters, both beloved by Christ (John 11:5), but contrasted. in
character, -form an interesting study.

Martha, as hostess, received Christ into her home, i but did"
not display the same considerate regard for His wishes as did’
her sister. “I seek not yours, but you” (2 Cor. 12:14), depicts
the attitude of Paul, 'and also of Paul’s Master. Ma:ry had
doubtless performed her share oI the household duties, then
g.'lls%gs)at at Jesus’ feet to listen and-to learn of Him (Matt.

~

Ma.rtha was distracted, her energ1e-s dissipated by much
serving, a true indication that her activity was not under the
direction of her Lord. In her nervous excitement and irrita-

bility she forgot the courtesy due to Christ as Friend and .

Guest, and began to reproach Him for Mary’s seeming lack
of sympathy Jesus loved her; He was sorry to see her-bur-

dened, and repeating her name tenderly, He showed her that
her distress was unnecessary, and was dJsp’leasmg to Hun
(Phil. 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:7). .

One thmg is needful. To serve Christ is not as essential as

to be served by Him. Mary had chosen the “good part”, the
place of honour at the feast, the place which was hers at that
time and which is still ascribed to her as we read the account

of her humble devotion. She received Him, and also sat at-

His feet. Those who yield honour to Him as Guest find their
position in relation to Him reversed. . He becomes: the Host,

and honours as guest the one ‘who has received Him (Mabl:. .

10 32; Rev. 8:20).

: Beer Sent to Alaska’ Subjeet of Protest

Washington, Aug. 17—Delegate ‘Anthony J. Diamond of
Alaska today-termed as “scandalous” the transportation to
the territory of large quantities of liquor while food and
other war necessities were left lying at the docks. He
indicated he was hopeful steps would -be taken soon to stop it.

A recent report which had come to ‘his attention, he told
a reporter, showed that requests had been made for allot-
ment. of space to carry 16 tons of freight on one vessel and
space for only 1% tons was granted, whereas the same ship
carried beer and wine valued at $60, 000.

(Conditions are no better in Canada. In one camp of
600 men 58 barrels of beer are de‘livered weekly.—Ed. G.W.)

-'BOOKS BY DR T. T. SHIELDS

“The Adventures of a Modern Young Man" ... 3
“Other Little Ships” ..: 1.00
“The Plot That Falled (The story of Jarvns St. Church) 1.00-
“The Oxford Group Movement Analyzed'

Russellism or Rutherfordism (103 pages) ...
SERMONS ON _THE WAR

Sermons on the War preached in Jarvis St. Five cents each
single sermon or any 2? for $1.00 post paid from THE GOSPEL
WITNESS, 130 GCerrard St. E Toronto, 2, Canada.

~The Gospel Wltness—Nme Months for a Dollar

-To All Readers — Especlally to Residents of Toronto and Vicinity

From time to time papers fearful of Rome’s reprisals are unwilling to announce sub]ecls which® are
eritical of the Papacy. For this reason especially we desire to secure some thousands more subscribers in
the city so as to make us in this respect measurably. independent of the daily press. We ask all our readers
and friends to help us to get as many as possible to take advantage of our special offer set out bhelow. Of
course, we would much rather have yearly subscriptions, for it would take 39 cents out of the dollar to mail
39 copies in Toronto: Help us to be wholly mdepenldent of everyone who is directly or indirectly subject

to Rome’s boycott influence.

During our tour of the West we have offered The Gospel Wltness for nine months—from July 1st, 1942, )

to March 31st, 1943, for $1.00.. Even $2.00 a year does not by any means pay for printing and mm]mg,
but. we are making this offer in the confidence that it is good advertising, and that of those who subscribe for
the nine month period, the majority thereafter ‘will continue to subscribe at the regular ‘rate.

.We now appeal to every reader of The GospelgWItness to cooperate with us in endeavouring to increase
our subscnptlon list; and we therefore make this special offer. To everyone who will send us ten new nine-
month- for-a-do“ar subscnpt:ons the Editor will send. free of charge an autographed copy of *The Plot That
Failed”, *Other Little Ships'”, or “The Adventures of a Modern Young Man"'. We believe it is not difh-
cult to get peop]e to subscribe for a periodical for a period when the price is only $1.00. You will be help-
ing the cause of Christ, and specifically the cause of Protestantism in Canada, if you will call up your friends—
or call on them—and endeavour to secure ten paid-up subscriptions of $1.00 each for the period July Ist to
March 31st. We name this period ‘'so that all dollar subscriptions will expire at the same time; and inasmuch-
as thé issues for July thus far have been of special value, we will send to each such new eubscriber the back
numbers for this month, thus covering the nine-month period.

If any of our readers desire samiple copies of The Witness to help them in their efforts to secure new sub-
scribers, a note to The Gospel W'tness Ofﬁca will brmg them as many sample copies as they requlre Let us
hear from you. i :




