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D~. Shields Ag .. ees Wilh M... Biag! 
Readers of THE GOSPEL WITNESS·will say, Never. Dr. 

Shields has spoken and written against Mr. King again 
and again, in strong language.. He has thought the· 
Canadian war effort, under Mr. King's direction, far 
from ''all out", as it must be. He has declared th~t 

. the King Government is too much ruled' by Roman Cath
olic Quebec and its interests .. To this end Dr. Shields' 
analysis of th~ Sirois Report, as circulated all over Can
ada in this paper,_did mU'ch to shelve it, showing that 
it was a clever attempt to sell Canada "down the river" 
in the interests of our backward and recalcitrant prov
ince, Quebec. When the ·holding of a plebiscite OD 

conscription was mooted, ·Dr. Shields ·denounced it as 
iniquitou,s. ' But now there is one thing on which the 
Editor of this paper and the Prime Minister of this. 
country agree. 

The plebiscite on April 27th next is designed, accord
ing to' the Government, to relieve/that Government of 
its pledge not to enact or enforce conscription for over
seas service. A plebiscite has no binding power, of 
course. It does, however, reveal the will of the people. 

Comcription a Necessity 
Dr. Shields haS said from the beginning that we ought 

to have conscription. It is the fairest and most efficient 
way. We need it to win this war, and winning the war' 
is the one thing that matters right now. Germany has 
been' getting ready for this war ever since the last one, 
but especially since 1933,.and bending every effort to that 
end. For twenty years Japan has planned her Greater 
East Asia Co-prosperity Sphere. We can lose the war. 
We must win it. We need faith in our cause. We 
have such faith. But with faith goes works, and in 
this case -they must ·be works of the most strenuous 
kind of which we are physically, financially, and mor
ally capable. We must ·co-operate to our utmost capacity 
with all the United Nations. Great Britain and the 
States already have conscription for service anywhere. 

A "'yes" vote on the plebtscite does not bind our Gov
ernment 'to enact conscrip.tion. Many of 'Us believe 
that the Government that would enact conscription is 

already free to do so. A pledge given at the ti-me of 
the last Dominion election was not an issue-it was 
given similarly by both major parties and so could not 
have greatly influenced- the voting. Further, "circum
stances alter cases", and our case has much altered for 
the worse since that election. But. the Prime Minister, 
demands, before any move to make over-seas service 
compulsory, that his Government be relieved of its 
pledge. Accordingly he has called for this plebiscite. 

We ought to have had 'conscription long ago. We 
ought not to .have had an anti-conscription pledge. The 
plebiscite -may ·be "iniquitous". But it is here. The 
Government asks us to vote "Yes". Not fo vot-e is like 
voting "No". To vote ~'No" is to ,bind our Government, 
no ·matter what the need, not to send conscripted troops 
beyond Canada. '_ . 

Dr. Shields and Mr. King agree that all citizens should 
vote, and that they should vote "Y~s". 

. Moral Obligation of the Government 
If this country is to have conscription, at least in the 

near future, it must be enacted by the 'present Liberal 
Government. The Liberals' at Ottawa are well entrenched; 
they have an overwhelming majority in Parliament. They 
were. put there by vote of the Canadian people. If 
Canada is to have conscription for over-seas service, 
Canada .must 'say so, not 'in isolated groups or organiza
tions here and there, but as a people. Canada now 
can speak in an unmistakable way. Let there be a 
tremendous '!Yes" vote on the forthcoming plebiscite, 
let our elected representatives at Ottawa know that we 
certainly want conscription. Then they will be under 
moral, not to say political, obligation to remove the 
barrier that debars conscripted men from being' sent 
wherever tl:1ey are needed in the present world conflict. 

Finally, ••• 

On April 27th, that is Monday next, whatever the 
weather, whatever your personal affairs, let nothing hin
der you from getting to the polls to vote "Yes" . 

-W. G~ B. 

Remembe .. Ap .. il 17111 aad Vole YES. 
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THE GRACE OF ETERNAL UFE 
. . 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preachea in Jarvis St. Balltist Church, Toron-to, Sunday MorniJ?g, November 10th, 1940 

(Stenographically Reported) 

"Being justified by his grace, we should be made heiri according to the hope 'of 
eternal -life."-Titus 3:7. 

The years ·and: d-aYIS -and· hours ()f .Bfe ·are .moore than 
'd'i'seonn-ected and -un·related units of time. Th-ey 'are 
part of the ,slire-am of life which flows f-rom tbe crad'le 
to the gTav-e, 'and ou-t into the 'great ,beyond'. And ISO the 
thoughts, an9 words, and d-eeds-every expretlsion of 
life, which .belonged to any mQment of time-cannot be 
cOIloSidered 'and- 'appra'ised by ,themselves 'alone, ibut must 
b·e viewed 1n re-lation to ,aJI -that has 'gone before, and 
'00 a'll -tb3!t if.o;)i)ows after. And ,af,ter -aU there is -a eon
tinuity of Ufe, a per-sisten-ce I()·f responsilbi.Jity, !for -an 
that 'We ·are, fo-r 'all -tha~ we 'say 'and do. And !because 
o! ,that, .it 'Would' ,be doifJi;cult fO'r on-e .&it -any 'Partieu,lar 
point ,(}f time rto ,turn 'back the ,stream of life, 'and· 00 00-
eome, iby .any means, other than he i's. . 

Suppose a secti-on 'O'f, ,let u,s ,say, the -gre-llit St. Lawr
.elllce, just w.b-ere ,it :is widening out into the G'u;)f, could 
he-come 'anim3!te and vo-c·al, -and. 'coul,d -resollve ,and de
cl:are It'hat it 'Would ,s'eparate 'its·el.f f'rom 11be 'great.ll'i·ver, 
. and WIOU:)d !begin all over -again -somewhere as 18. moun
tain ,stre3!m! How i·mp'ossi'ble :i,t would"tbe! There !Wouijd 
be the momentum -a-nd weight 'of all the wa1ie'r,s 'behind . 
it, the Niagaras and the Great Lakes pushing it forward 
!n.to ,the !Wide ·sea beyond. 

Thu·s i-t 'is difficult for 'anyo'ne, on a -partIcu'l-ar d.ay, 
or hou'r, tiJo s'ay, "I will Ibegin 'aga'in, -and be 'a ,dllfferent 
man". "-a different woman." The accumulated respon
sibilHtie-s of the years, the mom en-tum of the IStream of 
time ju,st ,b~a"rs ,people on-ward, 'and -lead's them lio s'ay, 
"Well, i,t ,is -too late. I am what I -am, 'and mu,st ISO con
binue ,to .the ·end." 

And ye't ther-e is a way by whieh even ·a mi·ghty river 
can be ,bo-rn ·a-gain .. By the .opera:tion ()f laws whi-ch are 
o,lder than time, 'by the 'Pl"OC6S'ses of ev.apora"til()n. and 
d'i'sti'Hation, the 1W.a"ters ·r.i-se lin v,apour, ·and mist, 'a'nd 
f-o-g, allld, ,cloud. And 'so, ·perboaps if we 'couM ,trace e:ac'h 
tiny d-l'op, we .aho-uld -find it ca"rri-ed 'away b·a.ck to its 
ml()untain 'OIl'igin, ft'owing ,as· ·a 'Pu're and ldmpoid ,s-brea.m. 
not out into the Atlantic, but perhaps in the opposite 
d-irecti-on into the wide P-a-cinc. 

. And God', an His mercy, :}t·ll'S ro'ade it p-o'ssible ,that the' 
tu Iibi d·, tUl"bulenit-:stre'am of Hfe -couM be Hftted -out of 
itse'lf, an-d ,cal"xied 'back to its "h-eav·en'ly lOri-gin. All t'h-e 
spring,s o"f lHfe .may thus'-IQe -pu-l'Iified, mad'e dea'r, until 
that life partakes at last of the very nature ()f the river 
of the water of life, "cl·ear as crystal, proceeding out of 
the throne of God and of the Lamb." 

Oh, what mea-gre, -superfi·ci'a:l, views of the .sa.}v·atioJ.l 
that i-s in Ohrist J asu,s men -entertain! He Wh-o ds our 
Redeemer wa"s aLso 'ou-r CreaboT, 'and the power loos-ed 
in ,t'he -great ,s-chE!Jllle of red·emption is 'not less !than th'at 
which 'spake the w-o-rId-s from nou-ght. And ,so the ·dJi'V'ine 
Potter~lio ·change ,the figure~can make every velSsel 
:again ,as it -s·eem·eth ,good to Hi-s 'iIifinite w.ioSdom and 

6-km to make i,t. Now that -is what my text dec:la"res, 
. that w·e may Ibe ju'stified by Hi'S -grace, and be made 
'hei'l'!S '8ICloording to the hl()pe of etern-aI ildfe. 

I. 
WHA!J.' DOES IT MEAN TO BE JUSTIFIED? That i,s a great 

word rw.h1ch -comp·rehen1dis that work of 'gra.-ce whi'ch 
compijetely d'estr.oy-s -the 'Wo·rk 'of the Devil, which un
does -aU ,the effects 'of evil, wh'ich makes men to ibe new 
-creatures 'in Christ Jesus. y.ou ,and I ne·ed mOll'e than 
-the f-or,giveness 'of 'sin·s·, more th-an deldverance fl'lom the 
fear of the ,consequence of -ail -evi-l Ufe. Ask the ,soldie·r 
w;hat he need-so I :have -seen 'hi-m ·in the days of the Grea"t 
W3!r, weari-Iy ,steppin.g d-own from 'a bra'in .at W,aterloo 
o.r Chari-ng Cross or Victoria Station, his' h·e-avy hOiots 
covered with mud·, rus face begrimed, Ms un'ifo-rm 
'Soiled, his 'Pack up-on bois Iba.-ck, 'and hi-s rift·e ·silun,g over 
his shoulder-he just trudges out as though his feet 
were ·lead', with ibowed :hea'd" 'into the' Londun crowdlS . 
What would. he .).ike? If he has .stren-gth enough Ibo 
spe-ak ·at 'aB, he would, perhaps, 'say, "Oh, fir.st 'let me 
.get 'a lbath, a UUle fODd, 'and then 'a 'long -sle.ep." He 
'hllis been 's-o .)'on-g in ,the trenches, in the life of the 
liren-ches, the Hfe of few privileges', ,that he has .c-ome to 
,l08lthe himself, 'and· he w·ants ·to ibe -clean, he !W.ants a 
little food, ·and -a 'lon-g rest. 

And 'so the 'Spirits of me-n need moore Ithan fo·rglive
ne'SIS: if;!h;ey need· ,Cleansing, purification, a sense ()f d'8-
aiverance -as weB from th-e -gun.t, a.s ·from the pOIWer of 
-sin. 

A friend o;f moine, who was a very 'dch ma·n·, ,said to' 
me one day: "I have -an dd·ea that it ministers 'somewh3!t 
to one's ,self-respect to be decently clothed. Sometimes 
I fee-I ... s thl()ug:h there were a new 'spr.in'g in: my step 
when.! put on a new fresh 'suit 'of d-othes--it is not ..,111 
objective: it i's subjectiv·e; I feel d'ifferent." 

Oh yes; -and thoe·re·iIS 'aU that an ,sal-va.-tion: 
"Jesus, Thy blood and Tighteousness 

My beauty 'are, my glorious dress; 
'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 
With joy shall I lift .up my head." 

We .are dothed ·afres-h; .we ·are ju·stifi·ed- freely by Hi,s 
grace; !W·e a-re dec;la·red- -righteou-s. AU that He j,s ibe
fOl"e God, Who ,i·s 'DU:!" Saviour, we /become in Him, 'and, 
in Him, we Istand' c'ompI-ete 'as thou·gh we had never 
s·inn·ed. The v&r"y .stream of life, tUl'lbid: and pu,trid, .jos 
just 'lcissed by the .sun of Ri,ghteou's'n:ess, !back 'a·g-ain Ito 
ibs I()rLgi.n. And we 'are mad'e Hke Him. 

That, my friendoS, .joB p-o·ssi'bJ.e I()nly iby divine ,grace. 
·What -(}ther me'ss-a-ge -can we ev.er have for anyone with 
'p3!1"t ·of his Ufe ibehind. him? We ,cannot -r-ecover our 
yeste·maY'S. We-cannot expun-ge tbe ISta'in I()f sin; w-e 
cannot ibring wk, or ·restore the yea"r.s.that the ,Iocu'st 

'. 
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hath eaten. Onlly iQo'd 'can lJ'eaC'h 'into ·ou'r yester.d'ays, 
and ihring Iba'ck the Ic'aptivity of Jacob. That ,i,s' the 
,function of divdne Igrace, the philosophy of the grealt' 
sayinlg tha.t the Lamb was 'slain from ,the ,foundation of 
th(:! world,. Divine grace ha's 'antiocipated ·eve'ry Il'equire
Iment of the sinful 'soul, ,and made prov.i,si'On for illS; 
hence the ,cro'ss ; hence the 'atondn'g efficacy of the !b'lood; 
ben,ce the :great fact that Isalvation is 'aJ.I in God, and 

. consists in being born from above. It is the stoop 
of Deity to tthe li.mi,ts 'of our huml;lnity, 'and the upHftIn'g 
of the s'oul to God. Oh, how wesin·g!-I wonder do we 
a1w.aY's 'take, 'into 'aec,ount the signifi·cance of lSIO.me of 
th-e's'e Igreat hymn-s-'-

"0 :the deep, deep 'love of Jesus, 
Love of ev'ry love the best; 

. 'Tis an ocean vast of ·blessing, 
'Tis a haven sweet Qf rest. 

o the deep, deep love of Jesus, 
'Tis a heaven of heavens to me I 

And it lifts me -up to glory 
'For lit--lifts-me-up-to Theel" 

And 60 the ,allieD'ated ,spi-rit, notwithstandiIng the poUu
tion 'Of the Ichannels through which i,t iha's fl'Owed, by 
grace divine fin-dol ibs way !back 'a'gain :to God, even 'as it 
is wrdtten, "Al'l the river.s ·run inlto t'hesea; yell; the 
sea i,s not fuU; unto the ,place from whence ,the 'rive'rs 
,come, thi,ther they ·return ·again.'~ That .ts the g:race of 
God. 

Hfe, whl'ch God, Who 'eann'Ot 'lie, pll"Omiol!'ed 'befo're th'e 
:world ibegan. By hope we ,are n-pt to und'erstand a 
melJ'e expectati:on 'Of ibetter thin-~s. We 'a're to 'wound 
,in 'hope Ithrou'gh the power of the Hoily Gh'Ost. It 
means that we ,are to .Jive dn Icel'ltai.n expectation' of 
etern·al·lHfe. The life we now have .1,s the beginning 
of U.ife eternal~ 'a'nd ;i,t :will !llever end. 

We1'l nl()'W, I 'have Isa'id· ;that, transpos'ing th'e o-rd·er of 
the tex:t ju;st tha-t you may ,see' the l'O'gic ,of i,t: "Being 
justified' iby hirs Igrace, we ,sho,uld 'be made 'heIrs 'accord
in.g .to the hope 'Of. etelJ'nal Ufe." 

III. 
And if we ~e Igiven etern8.l1 Hfe, ,and, !We are to 'Mve 

f.or ever-'and that Ii's the 'prospect of faith; .no end to 
lit--h'OlW ,a·re· -w'e to 'carry ·o'n? We are made ",heirs 
oaeeord-ing Ito the 'hope of··eternal Ufe." 

A iman of vast wealth leaves a ,ce·rtain in'heritan'ce 
to his 'son. It jn,C!ludes, perhap's, ·some g.re8.lt ·esta-be 
upon IWhich ,tb;ere is -situated 'a 'g:reat ma·ns'i,on. Wou'ld 
you Hke ,someone ·to give 'You Casa Lorna? You would 
say; "What Icould I do with 'it? It woulld 'c·o'st .severa,) 
,).arg·e fortunes to pay the taxes, to heat, the pla'ce. One 
wou,ld have to be a millionaire to fur.ni'sh it, 'and a 
mu;}·bi-milliona·ire to ,main·tain -it. Lt wou-ld n.ot !be of 
'any ulse to 'giv'e me a 'great thin'g :like that if you ·cou·ld 
not 'at the 'same time make provision f-or me to mainta·in 

II the place." T.he rich man leave's 'his s·on a Igre·a.t estate, 
. . . '. and a ·gre'at house. But ·because he know,s 'all that i·s 

AND WHAT IS'IT FOR? THAT WE MIGHT HAVE ETERNAL' i'nv'olved dn its maintenance,' in order that he m'ay Hve 
LIFE. I spoke to you two weeks ago of the eternal ,in e'njoyment of hioS inheritance h'e make's him heLr to 
·secu·rity of the ibeliever. A Igood. friend met me a:t Isueh resou'r.ces as will enable h'im withcomf'ort 'and 
the door and' ,sa'id, "I don't 'believe ·a !Word .of ~hat. If w·ithou:t 'anxieil;y to mainta.in· his estate. . ' 
ytOU ha.d r~d on in the 'same 'ch~pter you would. have no you 'see the si·gnificance' of the text? God, :havin'g 
found t?at ·It. Ispe·aks t~e.re ,of 'a '~In unto de~t~." If you pIanned iSOme 'great future for us, stretchin'g out into 
~new your BLb~,e .•• ! Oh, y,~,' and he saId·. It says eternity, giving us eternal Hfe, inspires within .u.s that 
If. a ibrother 's~n un't;? death- ! It d~es. not :say ~ny- hope of ,everI.a'sti~ fe'Ucity; He makes u,s heirs .accord-
·t~1D:g .~ t~e IkInd·. If any man, lSee Ilns ibr.o,ther SIn a in,g to that hope. What does that mean? It mean,s 
's'~n w~.Ic·h ,~,S n'Ot u~to ~death, ~e ,shaU 'ask, 'and h,; shaH that Itb'ere js Daid up for you, m'Y dea'r friend.s, as .a 
·gIve liIm ~Ilfe for It.hem t~,at ISIn nO.t :un~ death. Th~ Ch!l'li,stian in ChrIst Jesu:s, ,su.ch treasures .of 'gr.ace as 
80ull that ~'!1 :s!l'~ed 'lD .ohIJ'I'sd; Je'su,s 'IS delIvered from aM will linsure that ·in the hour of temptati'On you may . 

. ,gu,ch p'OssI'blhohes. be so fortified as to withstand it· that in the hour 
If you 'go inlto 'a 'store, 'and ;you ,are offered 'an !I,l'ticle, of ,stress 'and of CIOnflict Ithere is I~trenog:th enou'gih to 

,aiiter you h'ave made kn'Own your desire, whk· h may insure vi'ctory; that in the hour of 'soul~depression, 
be .obta'ined in Isevel'la'lquaHties, you examine it. .You and ,alm-olst d'espondl6ney, ,there "i.s. ,grace in Him !flo make 
a.re 'D'Ot 'an .'expert, 'anili. 'P'erhap,s two or thre·e a'rtIc,le's Him ,become to you your "glory" and the "lifter' up 
seem :to y'ou .flo tbe quite ,allike, and you ·say ,to the' iII'ales- of your head": :in 'shol'lt Ibhere 1's in Ch1"ist everythinlg 
man, "Wihat :i,s the differenc·e?" "Oh, tMs is 'a Ibetter Y10U need. And I()f 'aU that He ,is and Ihas we 'are made 

I't " "B tt . h t t?" lOW II '4- • . . ' qua 1 y. . e er In w a respec . e • 1. IS more heirs, a,ecording iIlo the 'hop·e .of etern'a'l Hfe. T,o th.i.s 
dUl'la1>le. It wiI:I la'st 'longer." Or 'P'erhaps on an'O,bher we 'are ibegotten again by a living :hope: "Blessed be 
oeca.sion you handle 'something, 'and you 's'ay, "It is very ·,the God ,and Father of our Lord Je'sus Ch-ri,st which 
good, pretty expen'sive. ,Oan you oifer ·me 'any cho'i-ce?" .a;ccord,in'g to Ms I8.ibundant mer.cy hath 'be,gotten us 
No; we keep 'Only lOne qu.ality, ,an.d Itha,t"is the ibest there .a'gain unto a 1iveiy hope by the ll'esurreCition of Jesus 
j·s. We iha~e no Isecond ~r ~~ir.d' class in thils :style of Christ from the dead, to 'an ·inheri,tance incanup,tihle, 
g:ood's. It IS the !best only. an,d undefiled, "and th;at f'a-deth not 'aw.ay, rese·rved in 

The Lalrdl Je:SUIS does not keep ,a ,cheap oSIto,re, wheredn ihe'aven ,foll' you, wh'O a·re kep't by :the' p-ower of God 
you ,can 'get 'a 's·eco'nod 'or third ,class 's'ailv.a;tio'n, 1f you throuigh foaith unto ,salva:tion T.ea-dy to ibe' revealed' ,in 
dlon't 'like the fi'r.st. He ha's ·only ,one quaUty, and :when ,the 'Ia'Sit ,time, wher.etin ye 'greatly 1'ej'oi-ce, th'Ou·~h ,now 
He .g.ives ,lif:e it i,s life 'Of -one qua;}.ity; it is eternal Hfe, 'foor'a ,season', ,if ,need, Ibe, ye 'are ,in heaviness IthlJ'.ou,gh 
which does not mean mere everlastingness-it does manifo'ld temptatIon's:. that ,the tria-I of your fai,th, 
mean that; hu,t i,t mean's that in lits very e!l's'en'ce, in dts tbei-DIg mu·ch mOire ,preC'i'Ou,s than o-f ,gold th'at -peri'sheth, 
essential quality, it lasts forever.' You cannot wear it thouogh lit ibe tried _ with fire, mi'ght ib'e found un.to 
out. I,t "i's pa'rt I()f God. My hand j,s tlle .same 'age ·as the praise land honour 'and ,gl'Ory 'at the appearin'g 'of. J:esuEi 
r.e'stof my b.odY. Life i,s ,one, ,and the ,gift 'of God Is Ohrist: ,whom 'havin,g not Iseen, ye ,love;' in. whom, 
eternall life. And that lis tthe !hope 'that Ibeliever,s are thoug~ nO'W ye .see him not, yet ,ibelieving, y,e rejoi,ce 
caned to ,cheri'sh. Paul said' 'he lived in !hope of ete,rna,1 with joy u.n;spw8.lbIle 'and full 'of ,glo~: receiv,in'g",-
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A'h, that i.s 'i!t-"oreceivin,g the -end of yrour foad.th, even 
the tSa:I'V'8Ition 'of your -souLs." 

Thank God we ,a'roe ,s'av-ed-! Halleluja;h, what t8. Sav:iour! 
Let us ,give Him thanks: We thank Thee, 0 Lol'ld, on'ce 

8Ig'ai'n fur Thine aioound,in'g 'gra:ce. 0 help UIS who are 
Chri-s,tia'ns to 'reJoic'e in ,it. And ,if -any h.ave .n()ll; yet 
received OhritSt, 'help su'ch ,to 'r~ive Him, for Jesue' 
sake, Amen. 

Jarvis Street Baptist Church 
We are always glad to have friends who wish to see 

our work, particularly in th~ Bible School, come to us 
for a Sunday and be shown from department to depart
ment. Last Sunday we were happy to have Mr. T. Fred 

. and Mrs. Hussey studying .our methodtS of Bible School 
work. Mil". Hussey is general superintendent of the 
Sund'ay School in Centra!l-Bapti'st Chul'Ich, London, W'here 
Rev. S. Franklin Logsdon is the new pastor. Ind~ed, we 
also had many otiter visitors la'8t Lol'ld's Day-from 
Huntsville, London, Port Dalhousie, Tottenham, etc. Men 
and women i~ uniform were here from Calgary and Van
couver, and from training centres at Burford-, Dunnville" 
Trenton, Ontario; Three Rivers, P.Q.; etc. 

Sunday was a good day, with response to the invita-
tions both -morning and evening. 

We had a message from the pa:stor to read at. the 
servi'ces, dated' at KnoxviUe, TennelSl8ee, whe're he was 
from the 12th to the 19th:. -

"Please jl:ssure the members of the church and ,Bible 
School that I greatly miss -them all. I am homesick for 
Jarvjs Street, especially on a Sunday. I have delivered 
twenty-two addresses' in eighteen days, and have driven 
thirteen hundred miles. ' , 

"Spring foliage· is everywhere, the temperature is 
eighty-five degrees, it is delightful. ... ' 

"We are having much blessing everywhere. I am pray
ing you may have a great day in Jarvis Street on Sunday. 
Mrs. Shields joins in warmest love to all. 

(Si'gned) T. T. SHIELDS. 

We expect the Pastor home for the first Sunday in 
May. 

Hymnals ,are now' being purchased in memory of 
Pilot-Offi-cer Percy McKee and in honour of all our. men 
in the forces. They will cost One Dollar each. Members 
and friends are asked to let us know at once how many 
books they will be responsible for, within the next month. 

Mr. Barham Writes 
Jarvis Street people often ask after Rev. A. H. Barham,_ 

our former 'Pastoral visitor, now in England. Here. then, is 
part of a letu;r from ,him: 

Dea;r Mr. Brown: 

21, Monks Walk, 
_ Reigate,· 

Surrey. 

THE WITNESS generally reaches 'me, and I 'IUD ,glad to see, 
things are g.oing on so well, and I -am glad also to believe 
that the youthful Protestant League is a lusty infant. Th~re 
:has ,been reason for its 'birth, and in the days to COIIDe there 
wiIl be constant opportunities for the exercise -of ibl DltUscles. 

You 'ask, "How g<)e.!I Ufe with ,you? Your Community?" 
Well, much about the- same. I don't Wok I am becomblg 
used to the uniform spiritual apathy, I am glad to say. It is 

said with ·re8'peet to this particular town that it was the only 
'Place Wesley met with no success. But I have as much 
,preaching as I care for, and, what is more successful, t have 
-a mid-week Bible Cl&S1l of girls, each of whom are sup-posed 
to be "problems" in an Institute. But there is some move
ment among them, and two or three have made decision for 
Cbrist. 

My last news from Marie was dated in AugtU'st Iast. The 
only mails to and from her can now be per the Burma Road. 
But why WUrry? since she ~s in the Lord's hands. Her eye 
trouble had, I _believe, cleared up after an operation performed 
'by a Chinese ~ady doctor. • • • - . 

WI9 have had quite c.oO'I weather, and W'ith OUil' lack of 
central heating .it is some cold! Fo-Iktt say. "But your Can'a
dian 'heating aystem must be stifting"; but I should il'ather 
stifle in comfort than be frozen in misery. What say you? 

"How 'about diet?" you 'ask. 0 for the onions of Egypt 
('and Canada)! •.. Restrictions are cooning up.on- us so gradu

. ally that we don't feel the need of these things so much. 
But we can talk about these things more fully when we meet, 
as I am anticipating. . 

Please give.my aove to the Pastor, and tell 'a1-1 frienQs who 
enquire after me that I am not forgetting them. 

Yours cordially, 
(Signed) A. H. BARHAM. 

A Tenth in ihe Box 
,(A 'WIl"iter in the current issue 'Of Sa,turda/y Night has· a 

delightful article :reeaHing experiences driving to town with 
an "old auntie" of hers. As they passed one farm and 
another, the wise old ,lady would pointedly describe the 
',P,eople on them. In the article is this fine bit .of ll"eligiOlUs 
i'alue:) . 

A ·,bi'g squ:al'l8 hOlUse Ioomed up next along the road 
with 'a c.ou-ple of old- -barns and a "lot of little ones as a 
,background for 'a hundred or so apple trees in bloom. 
The lane was -gr.aveIled, the wood 'pile stretched from 
,bam to house, and six cats sat on tlie porch dn the sun. 

"There is the ~)D'ly home I know of now where they 
,have a tithes-box and use it. The wife told me they 
h~ never once failed" to 'Put the ,tenth of every fami 
sale into their 'box by the fire-place; and she has always 
'given ·to every ~er8()n or cause that -asked them for 
help and never yet has she 'Come to the 'bottom of the -
box. Also she said she had never seen the bottom Df a 
bin or of the 'hay mow. They are the only _really con
tented happy far-mers I ever 'knew. They 'act surprised 
ov1n' their . blessings for the Httle they ~ve and do to 
to deserve them. All their neighbors thmk they 'are 'a 
wee -bit queer. They can't understand why they don't 
cOomplain' of something." 

Before I call 
He answers--

·He does it every time-
No wonder when I think of Him 

The -'bells begin to Chime 
Within my hem. for which He died, 
And where He doth as King abide. 

Whate'er I ask - . 
He giveth, 

. According to my need, . 
And always more on me He shoWers-

Is this not gra~ indeed? 
Such lovingkindness, humbles me 
And m.ake!l me long like Him to be. 

. --:-A. HELEN PHILLIPS. 

Faith implies three things: 
Human incapacity, 
Heaven's veracity, 

_ Holy audacity. 
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Bo.a. Calbolic Cba .. cb O .. gaa·lz'es 10 Desl .. o" 
Copies 01, Ihe- New Tesla.elll 

A letter h&ls just come to my desk that brinlgs etartling 
news from one of our French-speaking pastors: The 
Roman 'Catholic clergy in the North . have set up an 
organization for· the special purpose of gathering up . 
and destroying the ,French New Testaments we have 
distributed by the hundreds to French""Canadiall8 who 
'&lsk foOT them. 

We earnestly hope that the news of the fantastic' 
organization-the report is vouched for by ,Pastor Frey's 
letter-will startle our readers into action. Here is Mr. 
Frey's letter: 

"When Mr. Wellington and I were visiting French
,Canadians we met a priest of the Roman ,Catholic 
Church. He told us, with a ,pleasure that he did ·not· 
seek to hide, that .they ihad an organization extending 
throughout the whole ;North which enabled them to col
lect the New Testaments we have given out. He boasted 
that he had a yile of several hundred of them. The 
means employed is to offer a prize (probably an 'in
dulgence') for each New Testament brought to the 
priests.· According to him the Testaments are not good 
because they are Protestant and he does not like aur 
tracts because they indirectly 'attack the Catholic Church, 

"We had .a very lively discussion with him concerning 
the fundamental doctrines of Grace. I finished up by 
telling him that he was a victim of a system which has 
turned aside from the teaching of the Word of God, and 
that God would help him to come out and ·find the truth 
if he were sincere. When he left the house where we 
were he had lost his assured air. 

"One thing which made Brother Wellington laugh was 
the ignorance of the priest regarding the Bible., When 
I asked him to read in the Epistle to the Romans he 
said, 'Which Epistle to the Romans, the. first or the 
second?' " 
Some Protestants who view Roman Catholicism from 

afar through the rosy tinted spectacles of a supposed 
tolerance, are totally ignorant of what Romanism in 

, praCtti'Ce reaJlly means. T,Ms dnc.i-dent affords the pro'Of: 
Romanism to-day is the same as it was in the Dark 
Ages. Torture and the stake ·remain throughout the 
centuries its sole argument. The ·hierarchy have been 
'startled into action by our campaign for the distribu
tion of Fil'ench Testaments and here ilS their an·swer
an 'Organization to obtain' the Word of God by deceit 
and treachery in order to destroy it and keep their 
peQple in ignorance. 

What shall our answer be to this organized attack? Con
cerning the answer of our pastors and workers' there 
will be no doubt-we shall . renew . and redouble our 
energies to ·put the Word of God in the hands of our 
French-Canadian fel~ow citizens. This article is writ
ten to lay bare .the purpose of this 'iniquitous Roman 
organization and to ask our readers what ~ill 'YOU do 
about it? Will you supply the ,munitions o( war to 
our workers? Will you put the French Testaments in 
their hands and stand 'behind them as they go out to 
defy the ediCts of the priests who deny the Light of 
the Scriptures to their poor deluded people? Shall we 
give up in despair because Rome has unleashed its forces 
of darkness against our French Testament Campaign? 
The whole edition of Tyndale's New Testament 450 years 
ago was bought up by Roman priests and publicly 
burned by the hangman, but that did not deter Tyndale. 
Hereviaed hilS transla.tion and printed ,a:notli'er edd·tion 

which touched with divine fire the heart and mind of the 
AnglQ-Saxon 'WOrM &IS 'n'O other IbQ'ok :ha.s eve'r ltou·ched 
any other age or race. ":Give us the tools", we repeat, 
"aDd we shall finish the job." 

We are grateful to tliese poor ignorant priests of Rome 
for the 'compliment they have unintentionally paid our 
French Testament Campaign. They regard our work as 
being so important, so threatening to their supremacy in 
North-Western Quebec that they have set up a special 
organization to follow in 'Our footsteps collecting the 
New Testaments we have put in the hands 'Of French
Canadians. The Roman Church in this district has re
c~ived, and still receives, thousands upon thousands of 
dollars of public ·money each year. The laws of the 
province are Catholic Laws, the 'Overwhelming majority 
of the population "is French speaking; there are large 
church buildings in every town and village, the schQols 
are French and Roman Catholic; there is at least one 

. large Roman Catholic hospital and a 'classical college'
all largely supported ,by public funds :but directed by 
Roman Church authorities. What can this great and 
wealthy corp'oratiori fear from a handful of workers 
armed only with f.ree copies of the New Testament in 
French? But Rome fears the open Bible! Its answer 
to us: "Burn! Destroy I';' . 

What shall our response be to this attack ~n the 
Bible? Let us sow, the Word even more thickly than 
before. Let us not hold our hand. God has promised to 
bles's .His own Word and to give it His increase: 

"Behold, a sower went forth to sow; .And when he 
sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls 
came and devoured them up; Some fell upon stony places, 
where they had not much earth; . . • And some fell 
'among thorns; and the thorns sprung up,' and choked 
them: But .others felI into good' ground, and brou'ght 
forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold and 
some thirtyfold. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear." 
The instructions of the Head Gardener shall 'be our 

authority in this. Who will help us to sow the seed? 
We have abundant evidence that many of 'Our New' 

Testaments have not gone astray, nor fallen into the 
hands of the priests. Scores and hundreds of those 
who requested French New Testaments have been ,vis
ited by our wQrkers and we know' that the Testaments 
have not· been burned because we have seen them in 
the homes of the people and have talked with those who 
have read them. Once again these wily priests of Rome 
have overstepped themselves. In spite of their worst 
efforts we have' put the Word 'Of God hl the hands of 
French-Canadians. If the priest can boast of a I.lile of 
several hundreds of them in his spacious presbytery, 
we know of a still larger ·number in the poor homes 
of hioS humble charges. And our prayer is that these 
may bring forth fr.uit "some 3;n hundredfold, some sixty
fold and some thirtyfold". 

We believe that a definite answer should be given the 
vain boast 'Of this priest, and we propose the following 
definite and practical response: The purchase of at least 
one th'ouisand F're.n;ch N.ew Testaments ;for di,stl"i!bu,ti'O'n 
between now and the Fall; a fund to print and distribute 
thousands of Gospel tracts and offers 'Of free French 
Testaments to French Roman Catholics in this district. 
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We are now at work upon this very task, but we need and might have ladded that the d·is].oyal 'caanpa'i'g:n to whi'ch he 
ask for an immediate practical response from those who refers is carried on with the full knowledge and consent 
:believe -that "the Word of God is living and powerful and of the highest ecclesiastical authorities of the Province . 
.sharper thoan ·any two-ed-ged !sword." First of all1let u,s In their public' and official utterances the hierarchy is 
pray. We ask pastors to read Mr. Frey':s letter to their discreetly correct but their real wish is. made known by 
people and to invite them to ·pray for the blessing God the instructions given out by the words and deeds of 
'has promiseei' 'On His WI()'r.d.· Second .Jet us give of our. the local priest and their tools in Catholic Action-wit
substance generously. We 'suggest that pastors, Sunday . ness the ·l)undreds of meetings to obtain a negative vote 
sch-o'O'1 lSu·pel'lintenden·ts, 'Ieader:s of Youn·g P'eople'lS and in the coming plebiscite carried on by Catholic Action 
W. M. S. groups make this a ·matter of special prayer groups and newspapers in the neighbouring Province. 
and special .giving.. It will encourage us if you write The following is a translation of the latter part of the 
and let us know what you intend to do. We shall 'be article in Le Jour: 
encouraged to receive your letters and gifts. at onc~ 
Send them to the Office of the Union of Regular Baptist 
Churches, 337 Jarvis Street, Toronto. 

One thousand French Testaments will cost $200.00 and 
these we have already ordered. Will you have a share 
in paying for ,them? We ·a:lready have IBn'other edition 
of tracts on the presses. Help us print them by the. 
tens of thousands and enable us to sow them broad
cast in Quebec and Northern Ontario. This will only 
be a beginning,' for our real task is to send out French
speaking pastors and workers and to build up a body 
of believers who' will pray fervently and give liberally 
to support them in their difficult task. . • 

What will your answer 'be to the boast of t1)is Roman 
Catholic priest that he is systematically destroying the 
Word of God? Let us ·hear from you. 

W. S. W. 

"What Do the Clergy. Think?" 
Translated from Le Jour 

The following article was written by that intrepid 
French-Canadian editor Jean-Charles Harvey of l,e Jour. 
We wish that there were a few editors of English lan
guage papers in Oanada who possessed one tenth of 
the insight into Quebec affairs of this French Catholic 
journalist and a like percentage of the courage he dis
plays in expressing his views. If the English language 
press were so endowed we should have fewer daily sheets 

. and more real newspapers in this Dominion and, we 
may add, our Dominion politics would not be so muddy 
as they are at the present moment. .. 

Mr. Harvey appeals in this article to the Roman Cath
olic Church in Quebec not to bite the hand that 'feeds 
it, even though that hand be English and ~rotestaJ).t. 
The argument is pitched on the lowest level of selfish 
advantage; we wonder what effect' such a line of rea
soning will have on the attitude of the Roman clergy 
to the plebiscite. . 

Mr. Harvey begins his article by remarking that the 
higher der:gy o·f the Provirt·ce 'Of Quebec have not mad~ 
any declaration which is contrary to the higher interests 
of the 'nation. T.bi:s i,s faint prai:se ind'eed, 18'0 bint 'as to 
be damning. But Mil'. Harvey proceeds to enquire to what 
degree the official episcopal dire.ctions have been carried 
out in some ecclesiastical circles. While Mr. Harvey ven
tures to assert that the majority of the clergy ea.rnestly 
desire to see the Nazi regime defeated, he observes that 
there are certain ecclesiastics who abuse the authority 
they enj-oy to bl'Socken 'Our 'W'aT effo.rit .systematicaUy, 'and 
that in certain French-Canadian Roman 'Catholic circles 
there is an underhanded, insidious and disloyal campaign 
carried on by ecclesiastical personages. Mr. Harvey 

"We believe that we are expressing the mind even of 
the higher clergy when we affirm that the Catholic 
Church under British rule, has enjoyed privileges that 
it could not enjoy under any conquering power. A 
(!erman victory would not fail to produce one of the 
two following results: either the setting up of the Nazi 
regime in ·Canada or the annexation of Canada to the 
United States. In either case the Quebec Church would 

. be brutally taken down from its pedestal. In order to 
realize the truth of this statement we have onIy to 
enumerate a few IJf the 'special privileges enjoyed ,by the 
Frrench-Canadian clergy. 

"At the beginning of 1936 after a political storm to 
which the priests and monks of this province were not 
entire strangers, an inf1.uential politician wrote to a 
high ecclesiastical dignitary and reminded him of the 
:ronowing :facts, which we give 'here in brief: 

'''There never has been an anti-clerical Government 
in .the Province of Quebec. In oreier to conform to the 
wish of the clergy, every attempt to set· up a Ministry 
of Education has been resisted; the full control of edu
cation is in the hands of the Council of Public Instruc
tion which is not under political control and is composed 
'half of bishops and half of laymen who are entirely 
under. the 'control of the bishops. By way of deference' 
to the' clergy, obligatory school 'attendance and free 
schools using uniform books have never been instituted; 
the Normal schools, although supported by State grants, 
~re under the control of monks and nuns and three 
,bishops are their principals. 

"That is not all. The Goyernment has poured millions 
of dollars into the coffers of the Laval and Montreal 
Universities although these schools are private institu
tions. Every year each one of our thirty classi'cal col
leges ·received the sum of $10,000.00 without any con
ditions whatsoever attached .to the gift. The Govern
ment has invested approximately $30,000,000.00 in two 
hundred institutions of Public Assistance, the majority 
of them directed by monks a-nd nuns, to which is given 
in the neighbourhood of $7,000,000.00 each year. These 
instjtutions have not even been ·asked to given an account 
of their stewardship of these enormous sums. 

"Every. law which in any way touches the clerical 
interests in our 'Province undergoes an examination by 
the .Church authorities before being passed. These con
sultations between the civil power and the ecclesiastical 
power are neither ·public or official, but we know' that 
they exist.. It- often happens that when the head of the 
Federal Government comes to Quebec City be goes first 
of' all to .present his respects to the Prince of the Church. 
A few naive persons may think that .. these continued 
marks of respect given to the Roman religion in Canada 
may surVive a British defeat, but they ought to know 
that NaZism wou)d not suffer for a single instant the 
presence wi·thin its bos.om of an authority that iii super
ior and sometimes equal to its own. We ought also 
to recognize that if we were annexed to United States, 
American schools, that is to say, neutra1 schools, would 
be set up at once. And the institutions of Public As
sistance would certainly ·be 'asked to give an account 
of the pu,blic grants .given them. In other 'Words, 
nowhere outside of British rule would the Catholic 
Church enjoy so many extensive privileges as those 
which it has at the present time in this Province. Per
sonally I have a very strong sympathy for Americans 
and their institutions and I admire without reservations 

, '-
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. 
the Bill of Rights of Virginia and the great principles.of 
the Constitution of the United States: the whole charter 
of human liberties and individual rights is contained 
in it. Within the bosom of this immense community 
of men and women who have come from every corner 
of the world,. humanity has attained its highest point 
of generosity, progress, and the desire for perfection. 
But as I put myself for a moment at the point of view 
of the Church In Quebec.-I wonder what would become 
of tha.t church in the immense melting pot of North 
America: 

"It is easily seen Ulat the clergy in the Province of 
Quebec, more than any other group of citizens, has an 
interest in arousing, by 'every means ·at its disposal, a 
total effort to win this war. If patriotic reasons. and 
love of political lib.erty are not sufficient to convince 
the clergy, a sense of their own advantage ought to 
push them to encourage every Canadian who looks to 
them for guidance to make the n~cessary sacrifices to 
gain victory, even though that victory would profit Eng
land as well. The ,Canadian clergy need not defend 
the Empire: they ought to be willing to fight for their 
own skins." 

JEAN-CHARLES HARVEY. 

UNION NEWS 
Farewell for Rev. R. D. Guthrie 

Tribute was paid to Rev. R. D. Guthrie; pastor of Briscoe 
'Street Baptist Church, who has accepted '8. call to Bethel 
B'aptist Church, OrilIia, by his congregation and co-workers 
at a meeting held in Briscoe Street Church. 

During his ten years' ministry in London, Mr. Guthrie 
has seen his charge grow from a canvas tabernacle to the 
present fine e:lifice. .A progressive church members}OJp, Bible 
school and Young People's Association have ·been built up 
during his stay. 

On the last Sunday evening which Mr. Guthrie spent with 
the Briscoe Street Church two persons were baptized on 
profession of faith. 

Montreal 
IPastor .Carson· of Verdun reportS that one young man 

recently followed his Lord in ·baptism and several others 
have manifested a desire to do so. • 

The Government office which controls building in war time 
has decreed that the Snowdon church must ,postpone their 
building project until after the war. This will work real 
hard,ship for .our frjends in' this promising cause, but we 
trust, as they do, that even this will fall out for the further
ance of the Gospel. - . 

Special Meetings at Brantford 
Rev. H. .c. Slade of Timmins is now conducting special 

evangelistic services at Shenstone Church, Brantford, during 
the absence of the pastor, Rev. A. C. Whitcombe, who is in 
the hospital .. Mr. Slade reports that he is enjoying the 

I hearty co-operation of the entire church membership who 
are earnestly praying for an' outpouring of God's. blessing 
on the Word preached. The attendances have increased 
steadily during the course of the first week and the prayers 
of God's people are specially requested. 

Blessing at Fort William 
"For sometime now the spirit of conviction has fallen 

u·pon our meetings. On Sunday evening, March 22nd, the 
spiritual showers fell in abundance when six adults an-' 
swered the usual altar call, two for salvation and four 
for baptism. Last night, April 12th, another faithful at
tendant gave his heart to the Lord. We do rejoice and 
praise the Lord for His mercy and great kindness in ,bring-
ing into the Kingdom these precious souls. . 

"On Easter Su~day evening, in a very ~mpressive service, 
four candidates followed their Lord in ·baptism before a 
full church. Seyeral others who have professed conversion 
are considering the matter of baptism and we hope they 
will take their stand. soon. !Several others who are almost 
persuaded to become Christians are young people who have 
been regular attendants. For these we covet your prayers. 

"The Sunday S!!hool continues to grow In numbers and 
I hope spiritually as well. Last Sunday we had one hun
dred and ten in attendance, and it brought .home te us the 
need of a regular Sunday School room. 

"Our Pastor has done, and is doing a great work and as 
the evidence shows the Holy Spirit is honouring his min-
istry."-C. . 

Essex 
Word has been received of special blessing at the Essex 

Baptist Church. On 'Sunday. April 5th, eigbt ,people followed 
their Lord in ,baptism. We rejoice, as do all our· Union 
churches and friends, in this good news. 

Rev. John Paterson of Courtland is conducting special 
• meetings at Coatsworth during this week. Here and at 

Wheatley work is carried on 'by Rev. John Hunter, pastor 
of the Essex Church. . 

Rev. John Hunter is to hold a series of evangelistic meet
ings in ,Sarnia. Reme."Ilber these efforts in prayer. 

Rev. Morley R. Hall 
In the News Bulletin of the Regular Baptist Missionary 

Fellowship of Alberta Mr. Hall writes: . 
"Physically, I am slowly improving in strength. Even 

though I have been able to take all of my preaching services 
since early in December, it has not ibee~ possible to do 
very much visitation. A few calls have been made on the 
sick, and in homes where death has visited, but beyond this 
I have ,been unable to do very much. On March 4th I was 
able to lay my caliper aside and walk with the use of a cane. 
The muscles and cords of the injured leg are improving in
strength, .but not as rapidly a!l I had hoped. Like most. 
people in the convalescing stages, I get my set-backs from 
time to time as I endeavour to speed down the road of 
progress." . 

Ordination at Central Church, London 
Mr. Roy McBeth was ordained to the ~ospel ministry on 

Apri-l 7th 'at the Central 'Chllrch, London. For several years 
.past Mr.' McBeth has been full time associate of Rev. James 
~cGinlay at this church,. an office which he filled with much 
blessing. _ 

A council composed of ,thirty--seven members .representing 
• eighteen churches unanimously voted to fellowship his state

ment regarding his conversion, call to the ministry and 
doctrine. fl'he moderator :was Rev. S. Franklin Logsdon ·of 
Central Baptist 'Church, the clerk Rev. Robert Guthrie 
of Briscoe Street Chureh, and Rev. W. Gordon Brown of 
Toronto preached the ordination sermon. We extend OUt' 
best wishes to Brother McBeth for a fr·uitful ministry. 

~ana:diai1 Pr.otestant Leagu1e 
Readers 'and friends in and. aboot Hamilton IIlre reminded 

that it is this Friday, April 24th, that a rally of the Cana
dian Protestant League is 'being held in Philpott Tabernacle, 
Hamilton, when Rev. T. Christie Innes, of Knox (First) Pres
,byterian Church; Rev. Wm. Thomas, ·of ·Cooke'·s PJ"esbyterian 
Church, and Rev. J. H. Barnes, of St. ·Peter's Anglican 
Church, all of Toronto, wiH be the speakers. They have a 
real message on an -imporotant mis'sion. There will be two 
Prote'stant League 'gatherings in Toronto next week: On 
Wlednesd'ay, April 29th, at 8 p.m., in Forward Baptist Church, 
Gerorard· 'East, near Woodbine, when Rev. Eric dePendleton 
and MJI,. H. G. Martin wi-llspeak; aI-so Thursday, April 30th, 
at 8 'P.m., in ,Christ Church, Shaw St., III half block north 
.of OoO),lege, when Rev. Wm. ·Thomas and Rev. G. Howard 
King .wHl 'speak. Plan now to attend and bring others who 
'are interested--or who ou:ght to ,be interested-with you. 

Prayer and the C.B.C.· 
On March 24th last a Ca,nadian Broadcasting Corporation 

feature--not ·a commercially sponsored programrne-con
tained the statement: ".Prayers have no influence on the 
Divinity .... The answer to prayer is in ourselves and only 
ourselves." 

Against such blatant infidelity publicly fostered the week 
before the last national day of prayer, called by His ·Majesty 
the King, we str.ongly protested in a ,letter dated M'arch 31st, 
Later 'We sent along a copy of THE GOSPEL WITNESS con
taining our letter. At this writing we have yet to receive 
an acknowledgment, not to say a reply. Yet we certainly 
represent a large body of Christian people of all denomina
tions in this country who, on the basis of Scripture. defi
nitely believe and teach that "prayers have influence on the 
Divinity", and that "the answer to 'prayer is in 'ourselves" 
and in events outside of ourselves.-B. 

.... -- \"'(~~~ 
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. Bible School' LeSson Outline 
Vol. 6 Second Quarter Lesson 18 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

DAVID'S REPENTANCE 

Lesson Text: 2 Samuel 12 •.. 

May 8, 1942_ 

Golden Text: "Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered"-Psalm 32 :1. 

I. Conviction and Repentance-verses 1 to 14. 
Any movement of the soul toward ·God originates with. Him 

(Psa. 80:3; Hab. 3:2). Of ourselves we are pr.one to wander, 
but the Good Shepherd seeks His erring children when they 
go astray (Isa. 64:7; Lk. 15:3-7). 1'111 grace ,God ilent His mea-
sen·ger to David. , 

Dav.id acknowledged his sin, making a sincere and complete ' 
c.on:fessionto God (2 Sam. 24:10; Psa. 32:5; 38:18; 51:4). This 
is rthe essential step fOor the one who ;has sinned against the 
Lord (Lev. 26:40-42; Isa. 55:7; Jer. 3:13; Hos. 14:1-3; Lk .. 
15:17-21; 1 John 1:9). 

Nathan was_ ·able to tell David that ,the-Lord had already 
put 'away his sin (lsa. 38:17; Dan. 9:9; Mic. 7:18, 19). Divine 
for.8'iven~ss !has been provided fOor us in the death of Christ 
for our SIns (Psa. 86:5; 130:3, 4; Has. 14:4; Eph. 1 :6-8), and 

• pardon becomes effective as so.an as we believe and accept it 
from the 'hand of God throll'gh Christ '(Acts 5:30, 31; 13:38, 
39; 26:18·; Rom. 4:5-8; Col. 2:13, 14). 

II. Chastisement and Retribution-verses 15 to 23. 
Even when sin has been forgiven, its results may 'l"emaiil, 

and cause sorrow and suffering. The Lord disciplines His 
children for their good (Heb.12:6-11). 

-David beSoOught the Lord earnestly to spare the child (Isa. 
88:2-5; Joel 2:12-14; Jonah 8:6-10), ,but after dt died he bowed 
·before the Lord 'and worshipped Hi·m. His attitude was one 
of sweet .resi'gJliIIJtion and quiet trust in the guodness of God 
(1 :Sam. 3:18; Job 1:20, 21). David was comforted by the sure 
and certain hope of reunLon with the ·beloved one (1 TheBS. 
4:13-18; Rev. 21:4). 

·God was !pleased to use the ,prophet N athan ~n convicting 
David of his sin .. The ministry of restoring sinni-ng saints is 
a difficult, and yet a necessary one (Gal. 6:1, 2). Building up 

-the ,body of Christ means adding new members to that b.ody 
. 8IJld also ·mending the broken bones,as ,it were, ,bringing into III. Conquest and Restoration-verses 24 to 81. 
adjustment 'any who maybe out of feHows:hip with the Lord The Lord gave Dav.id another son Salomon, whose name 
and with their ,brethren (1 COtr. 1:10; Eph. 4:11-16; 1 Thess. means "Peaceable"; .peace and quietness were given ~o Isra~l 
3:10). in 'his days (1 Chron. 22:9). The peace of God floods the soul 

Nathan very .wisely enforced rthe tl'l\lth .by 'means of a par- of ~e one whose sinil .have ·been forgiven (John 14:27; 16:33; 
able (Matt. 13:9-13; Mk. 4:33, 34). We sh'Ould ,be ,tactful and Phil. 4:5-7; Col. 8:15) •. By inspiration from God Nath!Ln gave 
wise in dealing wi-th !people (1 Cor. 10:32, 33). Most of us Solomon ,the name Jedidiah, "Beloved of the Lord" (Neh. 
shrink from a direct 'rebuke, and it is a good thing to bring 13:26). Thu's did God .restore- to David Divine joy (Psa. 
the truth home to the heart without arousing undue antag- 51:12; 90:13-17), fellowshi'P (lsa. 59:1, 2; 1 John 1:7) and 
oni'am and opposition (Rom. 12:18; 2 Tim. 4:2). blessing (Psa. 32:~; Joel 2:25). . 

David di:sp~ayed righteous indignation 81gainst the unknown. When King David's heart had been clean'sed from sin he 
man in ,the parable who was guilty of Cl'Illelty and hardness of was 'able also to conquer his enemies (Dent. 33:2r-29; Josh. 
'heart. It is, strange how sternly we can re'buke the sins of 7:1-13; 8:1); ·the Lord ·was with him in power. He took his 
others, whiIe excusing the eame sin in our own olives (Matt. ri'ghtful !place as Israel's leader, 'Once mOre equi-pped for ser-
7:3-5; Rom. 2:21-23). vice (Psa. 51:13; Lk. 22:32; John 21:15-17). 

Someone has said that one can scarcely tell' the truth and 
retain a f-rlend. Nathan pr9ved to be a courageous and faith-
ful friend, 'speaking strongly to David, wh'O was not merely 
his friend, ,but 'also his king (Pr.ov. 27:6). Only one who was 
co·nscious of ,being sent by the Lord could safely say, "Thou 
art the man." -

Nathan went to David with a "T.hlls saith the Lord." Our 
own reasonings 'are without avail, but the Word of the Lord 
is living and .powerful, shar~er than any two-edged sword 
(Beb. 4:12). It.is the s.oul winner's !indispensable instrument 
(lsa. 55:11; Eph. 6:17). The Word of God, Hke a surgeon's 
scalpel, wiU _cut, ,bruise and perhaps ,break us (Jer. 23:29), but 
when we aI-low the Lord to have His way with !\lS, that same 
Word wiH bring health and healing ,(Psa. 119:9; John 15:3). 

As Nathan reviewed the Lord's bles'sings, the 'king must 
have remembered with l.onging the fellowship which he had 
once enjoyed (Psa. 43:4; 77:5-12). As we go in search of the 
child·ren 'Of God- who have gone 'astray, we may fan into an 
open flame the 'light which has become dim, if in the !power 
of the Spirit we .revive the ·memory of past days (Job 29 :2-7). 

David had doneevH in rthe sight of God (2 Sam. 11:27); he 
had disobeyed and despised the explicit command·ment of the 
Lord (Exod. 20:13, 14, 17; Num. 15:31; 2 ,Chron. 36:16; Prov. 
13:13). Dayid was just as .guilty of the death of Uriah as 
though he 'h:ad kiHed: 'him with his own hand; he had slain 
him .with the sword 'of the children of Amm.on. In some quart-
ers sin is ,lightly .regarded, ,but accordi-ng to the Scriptures it 
is a serious thing for the Christian to disobey the commands 
of God. 

Family discord 'and msgrace c8lffie to David 'because of !bis 
sin. Sin Is a moral ;plaglle, carrying its own' punishment of 
misery and destruction. One cannot .indulge in sin withollot 
exper.ienci'ng its devastating results. 

The 'king had- th.ou·ght to 'hide his sin frOom God and from 
the whole world, but the Lord would not allow it to be 'kept 
secret. For His own "glory and for His servan,t's ,good the evil 
thing, Hke a cancer, must 'be exposed and rem-oved (Num. 
32:23; Job 34:32; Psa. 19:12;.90:8; Isa. 59:12; Jer. 16:17; 
Matt. 10:26). 

"HOW AN ARMY ·COLONEL WAS SAVED" 

We are Il"eceiving many orders for the ftfteen"'Page pam
phlet, How an Army Colonel WtlB Saved, ,being the testi
mony of Lt.-Col. D. C. Munro, D.S.O., M.C., of the Gordon 
Highlanders. We expect many, many more. There are two 
ways friends of the ·gospel can help in this matter: firs-t, by 
,buying tracts -at cost price, 20 for 25c, 80 for $1.00, in order 
to distribute them personally or su·pply them in 'bundIes to 
others to give ·out; second, .by sending a donation, [arge or 
small, to this office so that we may send the tracts in quantity. 
to those who can use them but have not the wherewithal to 
buy ·them.-B. 

JARVIS ST. CHUReH 

Youth Sunday, April 26 
II a.m.-Rev. WI S. Whitcombe, M.A. 

7 p.m.-Rev. W. G. Brown, M.A.: 

or t ? 
IS HITLER ANTI·CHRIST? 
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