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11u iltmnrtam· 
PILOT .OFFICER HUGH PERCIY AL McKEE 

Reported Killed On Operational F1isht Easter Sunday 

Last Sunday in Jarvis 
Street Church was a day 
of is'O·l·emnity, of c'on1s'e
'c·railion, of devotion. 

The first aetual mem
ber of our church to 
give his life in this the 
most dreadful war of 
history, made the su
preme sacrifice just a 
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week before. We sorrow, r 
but "not as others who ! . 
have no hope", with 
Deacon S. .c. and Mrs. 
Md~ee in 'the 11().8's of I' 
their older son. For 
Christians there is a 
secret joy even in sor-
row, as the Saviour said: 
"Blessed ar'e they that 
mourn, for they shall be 
comforted." That source 
of comfort we sought, 
that ·blessedness we im
plored. For the hard 
lesson which God would 
teach and faith could , 
learn, we asked. Ad ~ . 
majorem Dei gloriam. 0 L 
that this might be ful-
fined in ways past ou·r unde'ro8ltanding! 

"Lord, • • • Thou Comfortedst Me." 

There !Was ,a quiet, !intense feel·iDlg in the 
morning service. The hymns were: 

"Be gone unbelief, 
My Saviour is !Ilear." 

"Dear Lord and Father of 
Mankind, 

Forgiw our foolish 
ways." 

"Breathe on me breath pf 
God, 

FiB me with Ufe anew." 
"Come. ye sinners, poor 

and wreteh~, • . . 
Jesus ready s~ to 

save you." 
A boy from OUT Bible 

School was baptized. 
The m,or.nin'g text 'W'8:S 

Lsaiah 12:1: 
.. And in that day 

thou shalt say, 0 
Lord, I will praise 
thee: though thou 
wast angry with me, 
thine anger ;is turned 
away, and thou CQIn
fortedst me." 
Students, Friends; 

R.C.A.P. 
The people gathered 

early for the evening 
service. Our large audi
torium wa's fi'laed !With 
members and friends, 
students from the uni-
versity, neighbours, bus

iness associates of Dr. McKee, others who had 
suffered loss of loved ones in this war, mothers 
and fathers of sons in the forces, "'with one 
accord in one place". We had visitors from 
Brantford, London, Timmins, Trenton, etc. 
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·Our lbeautifU'1 church woaoS quietly decorated by M·r. 
. Duncan McNeiJ.l, formerdy of T. Eaton Company, now . 

AC2 in the R.C.A.F., out of flags, e~., supplied by that 
oomp-any, Robert Simpson- 00., ,!\f·r" T. H. Evan'8, etc. 
'Central was the lonsg table on the ,low platform in front 
of the pulpit. This waS covered, Uke a carliafalque, with 
·an RJC.A.F. -eJWIign, on :which. were laid, with 'simpl'!' 
beauty, one. Uly 'and leat·and, an offi'cer's !bat. Tlhe table 
'was flanked iby 'a bouquet of twenty-one 1"ich Ired roaes 
on one aide and"a basket of ·red,lWhi·te and blue flowers 
from the church on the oiher, together with other floral 
tributes.' . 
. At 'Seven o'clock a d'e1;ac'hment from the tra:in'ing eam

mand of the R.C.A.F .. took the seats reserved ~n the 
centre front l8JIong with other membeM of the forces. 
U..shered !by OrIIiin,ary-Seaman--Wi-relleu-l"felegrapher 
Br:u.ce In·ri·g, the M,cKee family went to :the fil"Oilit pew. 

Our darge choir ibegan the worahip with "O'Lord" 
!bow down, Thine ear". After the doxology and ·invo
.ca-tio.nthe offe"l"ing was I"eceived before ibeginn'in'g the 
memOl'li'al ·serv·ice ,proper. Even it"was not out of place; 

. Pel"CY M,cKee h'ad d'irected that ten per oCen·t. of his 
officer'lS 'Pay ·shou,ld go. to the treasury of J'ams Street 
Baptist Church. . 

And then .in memOriam: the twenty .. th·il"d P1!11lI1m to the 
, .:f.amtliar tune WUtshire; the lesaon fi'om John 15:13-27, 

read iby Professor A. Lacey, representin·g Victoria Un,i
;yersdty; a beautiful rendition by the choir of Tenny
ISOn's "-Cl'08sing the B'ar"; the prayer of :worship, of 
!l'equ·est for the family, for ourselves, for 'alll our ~ in 
the forces, for our leaders, ·for a righteous victory. 
: . Then· 'WU Il'ead the fol,lowing message fl"Om Rev. 
James Bo)nd, of Dover.coul'lt Road Baptist ChW"Ch, To
ronto: 

"We aU loved Percy. Several :have spoken to me of the 
sweet hyrrplS of Zion he used to sing for us at Dovercourt 
as a boy. Now that he hu fallen ,bravely in the defence 
of his king and cOuntry. we honour him as a courageous 
80ldier and a. noble ·Christian man. We shall meet him 
ragain.' May GoClmake 1 Corinthians 15:57 )"Our testi
mony in this time of supreme testing. God bless y.ou and 
comfort you and )"OW'8." 

. His Death our Challenge' 

rBesides Ms persQn'd wire' Ito the ,faul'ily. our p8llltor, 
Dr. T. T. Sh-ie'ld-s, on'a preaC'hin'g mission in the South
ern States, where he loS having .good meetin'I'S, eent the 
followdn'g~eg1"8lll to be :r~d: 

"The Pastor 'and Mrs. Shields .unite with aU the rest of 
Jarvis ,Street Chu.reh family and Deacon and Mrs. McKee 
and Irvine and Betty, aa one sorrowing circle, in paying 
tribut~ to ,the memory of Percy McKee, as representing 
the highest end best in young Canadian Christian man

. !hood. I have no particulars of his death,' but am cer-
tain he died as nobly as he had lived. . 

"In yielding ·a -life of inestimable worth, ~ich he had 
sole~n~y dedicated to the Empire's righteous cause, he 
was of ·the company of the few to whom the many owe 
60 much. Percy :McKee was a symbol of the tmthand 
.righteousness and faithfulness and honour of Christian 
nobility of character and life, which the Satanic malevol
ence of the Axis powers aims to destroy. Every such 
death as his should inspire every oIover of liberty highly 

"to resolve' that blood of su'ch worth shall not be spiLt in 
vain. Irrespective of the result of the iniquitous .plebi
scite, which, I 'hope, will be a thunderous 'Yes', every such 
:sacrifice as Percy's.should move the manho!ld of Canada, 
regardless of age, or ra,ce or creed, to determine to devote 
the last drop of blood to the destruction of the fiendish 
beasts of 'Prey of Berlin and Rome and Tokyo, that wuth.-

. rand righteousness and honou.r may not perish from the 
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earth. WIho therefore of any remainiq unenlisted J al'V'ie 
Street men who are physicaBy capable, W:iU volunteer 
to take Percy's place at the controls? Right gladly and 
thankfully would I take his !place were I within the age 
limits. 
. "In Percy's Ci:.SE: we sorrow not without hope. We know 
the genuineness of Percy's faith and rejoice in the confi
dence of reunion 'byand :by. To bim Jesus Ohrist was real: 
and precious, as he .is ,to :his parents and his brother and 
sister and to us alI. 

. "Only di'stance prevents my presence at the memori .. 1 • 
service, ,but I send this message .as a humble tribute to a 
tl'lue Christian gentleman, an officer dn His Majesty's ser
vices, a faithful ~urch member and a noble son. 

"T. T. SmELDS." 

After this meuage of 'hope and oCOu·r8'ge, ~ jo'ined in 
ein.gin-g a'll of the 'great hymn: 

"For all the saints who from their labours rest, 
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed, 
Thy name, 0 Jesus, be forever blest, 

Hallelujah, hallelujah,,, 

The 'sermon, "He Gave AU fOIl' Us", printed herewith, 
. praised· the qualities o;f one who, for 'a righteous cause, 
'gave !hia '&1M; 'and then !p8'soseci to the g\lories 0If the one 
com,plete 'and, oSufficient '8&oC1l"ifice of Christ for us men, 
'and- oU'r IS8il",Mion. A £u'rther appeai was in 11he gospel 
hymn·: 

"There is a green hill far away". , 

'Then 'all joined 'in . aU three 'Vel"Ses of, the Dl&tional 
anthem; and continued standing for The Last POBt, 
pl'a)"ed iby M·r. Arthur Britton, army bandsman honour
aMy d'i-s!!h'al'lged, two minutes' of' complete sHence b 
reverence~ and The Reveille, signifying the Christian 
bope of 'rQurrectiou; and for Ithe ibened,icl;ion. Hun
drede then 'fi.iJ.ed !p&'St, pel'lSOn.aUy expreesilllg of;he'l,r. -sym-' 
pathy to the f~mily. 

Througthou.t . there w·a,s close attention ·and deep feel
in.g 'Wirth the testimony. There were Ifoew dry eyes .·nd 
no dry hea·rts.. . . . 

The fol,lowiiJ'g message /Was wi'l"ed to the absent mem
iber ICd the ISOrrow,i'Illg lfamily on ·active service with the 
R.C.A.F . 

.A!C2. McKee, J. I., ,R.100M", 
R.C.A.F., . 
c/Q # 6 B •. R. Squadron, 
AUiford Bay, .' 
Queen Charlotte 'Islands, 
c/o P. O. Box 960, 
Prince Ru·pert, 
B.C. ' 

"Full church to-night at memorial, Air Force detach~ 
ment attending. All Jarvis Street family join in sym
pathy and prayer' in your loss Heaven's gain. Believe 
'Percy's Christian testimony will be multiplied to the glory 
of God. Kindest personal regards from Pastor and my
self. Romans 8:28. ·Undemea.th are everlasting arms.' -

leW. qORDON BROWN." , 

. A :letter receiv.ed from ithe air llDiin·i'81t!'ly yesterday gave 
·the adrdition'811 1nformation con.cernin·g .Percy that he 
was' killled Sund·ay even-Illig, AprH 5·th, whtiole flyiIllg a 
bomber at Luqua, Malta. 

Dan Crawford osaid the Negro of Central Africa·trans
lated the verse, "My times are in thy hands," in "the 
gorgeous words": "All ~y life's why's, ·lind when's, and, 
where's and wherefore's are ~n thy hlinds." 

" 
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m~t· lJaruis &trttl.· 'ulpit 
HE' GAVE ALL-FOR US 

Memorial Se_rmon by Rev. W. GOrdon Brown, M.A., preached in Jarvis St. Baptist Church,; 
• Sunday eveni~g, April 12, 1942. . 

"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay' down his life for his 
friends."-John 15 :13. - -

The experience of the a-ges, the moral judgment of 
men made in God's image, our appreciation of the true 
al!-d noble are in these words -gathered up and -endC?rsed, 
justified and glorified by Him in Whom "are hid all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowle.dge". In this faith
ful -saying is expressed our reverence for the -fallen 
hero. It is an epitaph upon a man -who gave aU for 
others. Here also is a memorial of the GOd-Man from 
Whose cross flows the greatest love, human and divine. 

I. 
To-night· we hon~our A NOBLE EXAMPLE -of one 

who laid down his life for his friends: Pilot-Officer Hu-gh 
Percival McKee-Percy to most of us-last Sunday, 
while we were singing our glorious Easter hymns in 
praise of the risen Saviour, was "on operational flight", 
in Ibhe Med-ite'rl"an-ean. In 'a lca,!ble d'ated April 31"d, 
oVh-at i's Good 'F-riday, :he w,iJ:"ed- Ms- mother: "Safe and 
-well. 'Best Ilove from -GiJbr.a-ltar.'~ T.haJt IIDE!8's1llge reached 
hilS home la'st M,ond-ay. On Tues-ci'ay foHowed anothe,r 
'Word: wi'bh deep 'r-egret. the 'air ror,ce -offieer !Sent the 
,i-nf-()Il".mation that on the 5th, Easter Sunday, he had 
been 'reported. -killled W'Mle on opera-tional ·flight. This 
message was also sent to his only brother Irvine, who 
is 'serving 'W.ith the Royal Can'ad·ian Air Force at the 
norlfu of ou'r west coast.' No d'eta-il is given. Tb-a-t, we 
expect, wi"lll fool,low :in due time. But the ci-reu,ffistances 
matter llirlltle. If ;he had -1ived ",_nl yestel'dily, he would 
h-ave !been a fli'ght-J.ieutenant; he wals 'a-~inog a'S a 
ISqua.dron Ilead,er. 'l'he foa-ct is that tMs young man 
ga-ve Mos 'all for WI. 

Recall tlte.life he gave. No man can give more than 
his life. But some souls seem worth much more than 
others. What had our friend to offer? 

He had youth. _ He was just twenty-one .. Four years 
ago his voice had not changed. It was then as a -boy 
he sang a solo at our Good Friday service of 'PI:aise. It
was so beautiful that he was a-sked to repeat it that 
Easter -Sunday. The solo -was the familiar hymn we 
shall -sing again presently: -

"There is a green hill far away, 
Without a city wall, 

Where the dear Lord was crucified, 
Who died to save us all." ,_ 

For him "to be living was sublime" and "to be young 
was very heaven". But youth he gave. 

He had bra.im. He was systematic, he was careful, 
and he was clever. The- war found him about to enrol 
for a science oCIOUl'l8'e in VJiCItoria Univ-el"sity, IWholse Il'e
presentative, Prof. A. Lacey, we weleo.me :here to-night. 
He began the year. Abo~t half way through .he en
lisied. The following August he put on the uniform. 
I am sure he made a good record_ that year. The joy of 
his college ~ork must have been shadowed by the knowl-

edge that, for the present at least, he must give it up. 
But he was there sharpening his wits to use against -8 
clever enemy. - -

Onee in the R.C.A.F. he worked ,hard and well. He 
gradua~ed head of ~is class. Recently he had a long 
furlough -in Ireland from his work on the coastal com
mand. He was _ in. Belfast. There a wing-eommander 
who was to give a lecture on observation to third year 
medical students, consulted him about the problem to 
be worked out. Percy saw his superior had the -w-rong 
solution, -but he was too polite and well disciplined to 
say so. Finally, the officer asked his junior if he- would 

. give the lecture. - ,So he lectured in Queen's University, 
- Belfast, for two hours on the assigned subject; ;Yes, 

he had a keen mind. And he gave that. -_ ._ - . _ 
He had youth; he had brains; -he had seal:, When he 

headed his training class, he was offered a course leading 
to the work of instructor. He -turned it down. He 
wanted action. M-rs. Brown and I had dinner at his 
home on his last leave, and well do I remember -how 
keen he 'Was on !hoi,s bu~siness aa a flier; He ;f-oved it. 
He would have agreed witb. John Gillespie Mag_ee, -Jr., 
the nineteen year old American flier, unfortunately killed 
last DeceD1ber 11th, when he wrote: - -

High -Flight 
Oh, I -h_ave slipped the surly bonds of earth, 

And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings; 
Sunward I've climbed and joined the "tumbling mirth - -
- Of sun-split clouds-and done a hundred things-
You have not dreamed of-wheeled and ·soared_ and swung 

~igh in the _ sunlit silence. Hov'ring there, 
I've chased the shouting wirid- along and flung 

My eager craft through footless halls of air. 
UPt up -the long delirious, burning blue - . 

I've topped the wind-swept heights with-- easy grace, 
Where never lark, or even eagle, flew; 

And;- while with silent, lifting mind I've trod 
The high untrespassed sanctity of .space, - -

Put .out my hand, and touched the face of God. 
I could not be surpris~d, then," ~t -a letier _I had'_ from 
him_ not long aro. One of· his crew had developed eye
trouble, so aU- the men of that Beaufort bomber were 
laid off for a time. Hia time. was. spent very ·pleasa·ntly 
with an aunt in Ireland,. the homeland _ of his splendid 
parents. But it dragged. He wrote: "Here i-s one boy 
who is tired of leave." ~is was an unflagging zeal for 
the work to which .he had put his hand. H~s zeal he 
gave. ._ 

We rejoice in youth, we admire -brains, we warm at 
zeal, but we praise God for fa.ith. All else we could say 
would now be poo.r and miserable if we could not also 
say, Percy was a ,Christian. Born in a Christian home, 
with both father and mother devoted to the _work of 
the Lord, he was born again by divine grace into the 

_ Kingdom of God. As was the case with his father 
before him, that work .of grace came early to hi!! heart. 
I -scarcely could believe what I am going to tell if I did .. _.. 
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IMPRESSIVE SERVICE IN JARVIS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH LAST SUNDAY EVENING 
This flashlight picture, take" during the quiet and "intense service last Sunday evening, gives the reader some idea of the 
arrangement and' interest of the gathering. At the right is part of the pulpit. On the R.C.A.F. ensign cqvering the large 
table note" the lily and hat. The bereaved sit, in the front pew. An air force detachment is immediately behind them. 
Only a small part of the congregation is here visibte, none in the g,allery are shown. All are holding the printed order 

of service on which is the hymn being sUmg. 

Dot know well all parties concerned. When Percy was 
so small that he could not, walk to Sunday School, he 
was wheeled there in a go-cart, to attend the primary 
class-there was no .separate Beginners' Department in 
that Bible Sehool~taught by my mother in Annette 
Street, Bap~ist Churcb," West Toronto, ,where my father 
was pallfipr for tweniy-three years. ,Little Percy used 
to repeat at home ail he heard. He told his folks, 
"Mrs. B'-oiwn 'say we must believe .in Jesti,s." In thoat 
class rr;ly mother managed, how I do not know, when he 
was only two to. teach him to sing all of the twenty
third psalm to the tune Wiltshire, to which we sang it 
to'-n"ight. " His mother tells ~e she definitely remembers 
him oSinging it at the hospital where his brother, who 
is a little more than two years youriger than himself, 
was born. Well, he did believe ~n Jesus, he did trust 
the Lord as ,his Shepherd." . So at the" age of elev~n he 

, confessed a, boy's .faith tn. Christ by ,following Him in 
the likeness of His death and resurrection in baptimn 

performed by Rev. James Boyd in Dovercourt Road 
Baptist Church, Toronto, Easter Sunday, April 4, 1931. 
In our c: (rch here he was in a class in the Intermediate 
Departm :nt, taught by Mr. H. Moat, one of our faith
fuls. H\l and his friend Bruce Inrig, now in the navy, 
were such hig boys and so keen in the things of God 
that they went from the Intermediate Department to 
be teachers in the Junior Department. When he got a 
bit older, he joined the choir, loving music, like his gifted 
mother. There are many temptations to the man in 
forces. Percy wrote home that when he went up to 
London, the other fellows went off to this and that 
'W'hi,ch'to() him 'Were at 'least questiona!'ble, 'so() 'he 'Went by 
himself. He knew what it was to be a separated Chris
tian. 

His faith kept him in the dark hour. He felt that 
coming iflo him. o.f the twenty-eight felIlOIWs in Ms 
graduating class, we gather from censored letters, most 

, were "gone. Of one friend he was best man at his wed-
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ding, a:nd three months later pall-bearer at his funeral. 
He described' a 'recent letter to a friend as "'almost my 
fareWell and valedictory". Flying a bomber that ·carries 
torPedoes is almost a ·suicidal job. But in it all he 
trusted himself to the Lord. In a letter home he harked 
back to the twenty-third psalm, and said: 'Notice spe
cially the fourth verse: "Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 
for. thou art with me" .. If,' he wrote; 'that shadow 
should extend- from here to 26 Delaware Avenue (his 
home), it is all right.' It did. It is. 

Somehow I like this poem of Easter: 

"I am the Dark." 
One walked with me, and talked; and I with Him. 

"We know Thou a,rt the Light," _. 
I said, "but-this is night, . 

And our whole world's abrim' 
With hideous shadows that shut out the land. 

We know Thou art the Light, 
But this is night ... 

When wilt Thou understand?" 
'Twas then He bade me hark, 

"Since I have come back from the dead
Though stHI the Light, I'm something more." 

He said-"I· am the Dark." 

r 

Youth, brains, zeal. faith-a soul with all these and 
more this pilot-officer gave in this the most dreadful 
war of. hi.story against wicked enemies that would en
slave the world. Why did ·he do it? Because he loved 
war? I do not believe our young men go for that rea
son .. No, lie knew the first commandment is to love God 
with all we have· and are, and· the second is. to love one's 
neighbour.. He knew Christ"s new commandment, that 
we love one another. It was for his home. his friends. 
his country, the Empire,' the whole world of men who 
would be free, as God intended, that Percy McKee showed .' 
a love tlian which rione is 'greater, for ·"greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends." 

II. 
There are multiplying examples in this war of men

and women. too-who are shoWing such unflinching 
devotion to the cause of world liberty. Yet, in perfec
tion, there is but ONE PERFECT EXAMPLE of our 
text. ' .. As you read it. you feel that it is not so much a 
motto for martyrdom but a prophecy of atonement. In 
a way 'by cbmparison with which the best human sacri-

. fiee is small and poor, Jesus Christ showed the greatest 
love when He gave His life for us. 

Think again of THE LIFE HE GAVE. "Thou shalt set 
his soul an offering for sin," said the prophet Isaiah. 
Christ Jesus ·answered: "The Son of man came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life, 

. his soul. a· ransom instead of' many." What was in 
that souf? What life had He to 'give? 

We have spoken of one who had youth. 'So had the 
Lord Jesus. His earthly ministry seems to have been 

. some three years in length, and He began it at thirty. 
No wonder Isaac Watts wrote the hymn which. though 
later changed, began this way: 

"When I survey the wondrous cross, 
On :which the young M'an of glory cHe4". 

The ·psalmist well. says, "Thou hast tlie dew of thy 
youth." 

We honour in this gathei-ing one who had a brigl,lt 
mind. . But nev~r was there human mind lil~e Christ's. 

At the age of twelve, He astonished' the learned men 
of. the greatest religious centre in the world by His' 
questions and answers. The folks in His home town 
wondered at Him, "'How knoweth this man letters, hav
ing never learned 1" . But He had learned. The Old 
Testament He knew, not only in the letter, but what is 
far more, in the spirit. . The answer of God to the prob-

· lems and· needs of men was in His heart. Thus did 
gracious wurds proceed out of His lips: In argument 
His clever enemies never could match Him. He. put 
them to shame before their. grovelling admirers. Fin
ally, "no man durst ask him any more questions." 

As for zeal,. when He cleansed the' temple the former 
time, His disciples remember that it was· written, "The 

.zeal of thine house .hath eaten' me lip." He always does 
· tl!.ose things which pleased the Father. He may be eo 
'weary that He sits on ·Jaeob~s wellside,. but· He must 
wi.n an outc'a'st Samarita,ll :wo~'an to· God ·and' ·p'Ull'ity. 
A rough band with sticks and· lanternS may arrest 'Him 
in Gethsemane, but. He does not fail to restore Malchus' 
ear with a miracle and ask'those who had come for Hi·m 
to let the disciples ·go t~eir way. He may suffer unknown 
tortures on the cro~s, but He cares for .His mother, 
committing her to the beloved disciple. . 

Did we ask what was in His soill? Here was the sec
ond Adam. here was the' 'perfect Man, here was. the 
Lord from heaven. He was the fairest of the soris of 
men. Of Him the Father said. "This is' my beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleased." . He· was the Son .of 
God. The life 'of a ·perfect man, the life of Ii. divine 
being; that was the life He· gave for us. Because· of the 
infinite value of His soul. no sacrifice could. be so great 
as His. 

Remember FOR WHOM HE GAVE His all. 
The text speaks of one laYin·g down his life. for his 

friend8. Christ did that. In our chapter He calls His 
disciples. not servants, but friends. Who, then. are 
the friends of Christ? . . . '. 

Why, . those who receive Him. In a ·sense He is the 
Saviour of all men, but in a full .way He is the Saviour 
only of those who believe in Him: How does'one become 
a child of'God l' "As many as received him, to them gave 
he the 'right to be called children of God, even to them 

; that 'belieVe on his name ... • To believe on Him .is to 
accept Him. to take Him, to let Him. come into the 
heart.· A young -man came to say good-Dye to me yes-

· terday.· He is a radio-gunner gQing 'over ·to fight . 
His father was with him. 'He said. "We haye committed 

, him into the hands of" God." I commended the. father's 
attitude. But- -I said to the son: "In the quietness of 
your own heart, commit you~self, unreservedly, to God 
in Christ." The man who does that. at that moment 
is saved. Thus does he become a friend of Christ . 

Of ·course. genuine disciples· continue in His 'word: Our 
· Lord Himself said -that was necessary to do. . A decision 

for Christ 'is a decision for life. '. To accept Him is. to 
go on trusting Him. There is the m:ark of real con-

· version. 
That means; in turn,' that the friends of Christ do 

God's will. What is the oruer of the Great Commission 1 
First, make men dis-ciples, individually j second,. baptize 
them in the name of the Trinity j third, teach them to 
keep all our Lord's instructions. "For whosoever shall 
do the will of my Father which is in heaven. the same 
is my brother, and sister, and mother." . . . .-

Those are words of family Tel~tion; -the text speaks 
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, 
simiiarly, but of friends. T·he word here' used may 
have a royal ref6re'Me. In the Egypt of the ptolemies 
it was used, for example, of members of the royal estab
lishment: it'was a title of honour given to the highest 
royal officials of the -court. And Christ is a ·king. He 
was ·born King. He preached the Kingdon,. with Him
self as King. He will yet reign in the Kingdom to 
come. And His friends arc in "the royal· cirele. Vie are 
the entourage of King Jesus. . 

It was for us who love Him, who rejoice to be called 
'. His friends, that He laid 'down His life. Indeed, it was. 

that life laid down that made us His friends. It was 
His cross that took away' the cause of enmity, for He 
atoned for all our sin. ..... . 

We have said our Lord Jesus Christ gave His life for 
His f;riends: we must go further, and say what ,seems 
the opposite, that He laid down His life for His enemies. 
This is the greatest love. . I 

The world hated ·Christ. The people once heard Him 
ghldly, then deserted Him, then cried, "Crucify him." 
The rulers plotted against Him, and finally succeeded ,in' 
having Him done away with. "The .princes of this 
world ... crucified the Lord of glory." And why? They 
did not keep His word. They did not know His name. 
When He spoke. to them, He showed them truth and 
right, and &"Way went their excuse for sin. They saw 
and heard, and so they hated Him and His Father._ It 
was a .hate of gratuity .. He had done them no wrong. 

Would you' know the love ·He gives and abide in it? 
Would you have the joy of Christ in you, a j~y that the 
bitterest' sorrow only fills full? Would you' feel the 
peace He left us, a peace the world never can give nor 
take away? Then commit your soul to Him, trust Him 
fully, follow Him eternally .. 

o hear Him and heed Him as He says to you: 

"Oh! men and women, your deeds of shame, 
Your sins without reason and number and name, 
I bear them all on this Cross on 'high'; • 
Is ,it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? 

"Is it nothing to' you that I bowed .my head? 
And nothing to you that my blood is shed? 
Oh, perishing souls, to you I cry; 
Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? 

"Oh come unto me! by the· woes I have borne, 
By the dreadful scourge, and the crown of thorn, 
By these I implore you to hear my cry; 
Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? 

"Oh come unto me! this awful price~ 
Redemption's tremendous sacrifice, 
Is 'tJaid for you-Oh why wi11 ye die? 
Is It nothing to you, all ye t~at pass by?" 

Jarvis Street Church 
(Intended. for last wBek's ed.ition) , 

The wicked have ever hated the righteous, as the psalms, As we prayed and expected, Easter Sunday was a 
for instance, declare. When Jesus Christ the Righteous great ~ay in Jarvis Street Church. The majestic hymns 
came, they hated Him. In Stainer's Crucifi:x:ion it is of the 'Church, led .by our fine organ, with Mr. Leonard 
put tellingly: . Penny at the console, and by our large choir, under the 
"I laid my eternal power aside, direction of Mr. W. J .. Hutchinson, were real sacrifices 
I came from the home of the glorified, .. of praise to God. So also were the :fine anthems by the 
A babe, in the 10'Yly cave to lie; .. . 
Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass .by? chOir, mormng and evening. On instruction from the 

"I wept for the sorrows and pains of men, . memb~rs, we sent the. following telegram: 
I healed them, and helped them, and loved them; but then - Dr. and Mrs. T. T. Shields, 
They shouted against me, Crucify! . IRE X H th I 
Is it nothing to you. all ye that pass by?," c 0 ev. . . ea er ey, 

. King's Church, . The hate of the world crucified our Lord, and, alas, 
in that enmity we have had a .part. Our sin was laid Leaksville, North Carolina. 
on Him, yOUil"S and mine. It was our place He took. To-day large congregations, response 'to in-
'Tor while we were yet without strength"-impotent vitation, fifteen new memlbers received at well-
to do anything to please God or to save ourselves from attended Supper. All send Easter Greetings, 
lbeIl, "in due tim·e. ',in· the n'iclc of ee' Cboriost died. :fur are praying for you. 
the ungodly"-impious as we were; without the rever
ence that is God's due and demand. "For scarcely for a 
ri.gboteouB man w·iIli one d·ie: for perhaps fol' the good 
mansomecm.e adu,ltl.ly dllll"eS ,to od'ie; !buof; hLs O'W'.n ,Io~ oflo
lW'a'l'd UiS God proves, wMle owe lW&l"e ·&tiH 's·inn·ers," fluB 
of 'sin iby nature ·and Iby ,eho1ce, "Chrisrt; di·ed for 'Us", in 
our interests and in our stead. "-When we were enemies; 
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son". 
See what we were: "without strength", unable to help 
ourselves; "ungodly", not worshipping God as we qught; 
"sinners", full of errors, mistakes, shortcomings; and, 
worst name of all, uenemies", "personal enemies", "hate
£.u'I", fuU of hoa;te to 'God 'and· odJiouls to the d1voi'ne hoH
ne'SoSoUol'Selve8. Cou,ld aanoguwge be etronger? B'Ut'in spite 

. of what we were, see what 'Christ' did and does: God 
proved His' love; Christ died for us; by that death, al! 
we receive Him Who died and lives again, we are changed 
from enemies to friends. So are we delivered from 
wrath, justified by Hi~ blood; saved ,by His life. Christ 
died for His friends: He died for His enemies' to make 
them His friends. 

W. GORDON BROWN. 
A reply telegram has since been received telling of 

good times in the services at LeaksviIle and elsewhere 
and send·ing greetings to the whole Church and Witne~ 
family. 

We ·had many visitors at Jarvis Street SUliday. From 
out of town they came from Hamilton, Kingston Sud-
bury, Vineland, Ontario; Vernon, B.C.; etc. ' 
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. Religion in the Armed Force~ 
There was ,j'ssu·ed recentl,. 18. repott of a ·confer~ce o.f 

Protestant Dis1iri-tlt Ohaplains and Senior Naval Chap
.lai~a held at Ottawa, Janu'ary 14th and. 16th last. In it 
are many things of interest to thGse :who are ~erned 
for the ~piritual welfare of our troops. We me~tion a 
few. . 

The 'army, ICYf 'Coul"tSe, reflei:ts the ft1dgioulS, or l·rreIHogi
oo's, conditione of' the day. Thia, then, ·is of 8Il.arming 
import: . 

"M'ajor 'COCD reported that in Military District Num
ber One, out of several thousand men questioned on the 
matter, only seventeen iper cent. had attended Oh1l1'cl1 in· 
any ·regular way previoUs to their enlistment." 

There ,ils a de:m'and fw youn'ger men ~n rIlbe Uniota as 
chaplains. The P·l'IiDcipa;l Chaplain stated: 

"As for iow6rlng the age 'limit 4;0 new men I1ll1der the 
age of thi~y, a letter ihad 'already been sent to the 
churches, suggesting that names of men twenty-eight 
yeal'S of age should be sent in, provided they. had been, 
'ordained for three ye~." 

In Military Diostriet Number Two, since the w'al" be
gan, 30,600 New Testarn,ents have been given out by the 
Chaplains. . 

.As oto. tlhe difficulty of a ,rel'igious census'in the anny 
we hoave heard ourselves some amazing atories. A sai,lor 
told 'how he lWaoS 8I&ked whether he were Roman Catholie 
'Or United Chu'r.ch •. He .aid he was a Baptist. The one 
makin'g the record insisted there were oDlly the two, Ro
man Catholic and United Church. Our man insisted: !'I 
18.1D. neither. Put down Baptist." In rbhe anIiy 'One soldier 
·wsked lOne of our Baptist men', "I l8ay, So-and-eo,' what 
is C. 'Of E. :in .reUgion?" "Why do you 'ask?" "Becauee 
:when I jodned' the .army, I 'Was asked ,wh-at lW'aoS my il"e

l,iJgion, and I u.td I had nGne. The man whG was con
cerned with the paper.s 'Sll'id, 'Put dOlWn C. of E;. That's 
a good on-e' •. NGW ju'st :what .'is 'C. 0If E.?" He duly he·ard 
that h'e Ihad ibeen ,Jd'stecia:s Ohureh ICYf Enogl'and·. The 
follovrin'gstatement, then, ~m our 'report '8hlO'WlS som:e
thilllg Of tl;te ,difficu'l.ty of su,ch 'a cenlSUS: 

. "St .. John'. is a fortress area with forts and outposts 
'lUI at Sydney and Halifax. The religious census for No
vember. gave -- Protestant troops dn Newfoundland; 
that for December, --, yet no majo.r movement af 
troops took pl-ace during ,thai period!' , . . 

The second figure was' almost two and a half times 
the former. 

On prevailing religious ignorance combined with eager
ness Honorary MajGr W. E. Kidd, Diostri-ct Ch'apI'ain for 
Military District Number Three, h~d this to. say: 

"We are confronted, with a weakness of our' many 
Ohu1'clles that they have !LOt impressed the discipline and 
teaehing of their Church sufficiently ettectively l1POD the 
!life of the individual so that he carries it with him into 
the Ufe of the Army. I feel that we have all had experi
ence of this, of a cerflain almost appalUng igno~ of 
the rudiments of religion, while, on the other band, we 
iliave been much inspired by the willingness and. the readi
ness of our men. to discuss .religLon with us. I, personaHf, 
feel 'lfuat it lias been easier lin ,this war to turn the con
:versation Into serious talk than it was in the ,last war. It 
indicates to ,me at least a certain undefinable religious 
ibackground that has not been for one reason or another 
directed by the discipline and teaching of our Ob.~hes. 
To' clarify what I mean by discipline and teaching, I 'just 
mean simply the ,benefits accru.ing from worship, from 
!prayer, from Holy. Communion, Bible Reading and the 
effects of these upon our ,religious and spiritual life!' 

W. G. B. 

Ambassador Hotel Beer Permit Taken 
"Uasatisfactory Conditions" Reporied-

. Others Have License Suspended 
. Cancellation of the liquor license of the Ambassador 

Hotel, 336 J al'vis Street, was announced to-day by the 
Ontario Liquor Control Board for "unsatisfactory con
ditions . existing as revealed .by Toronto police reports." 

JoOseph St&.rir lis the '!proprietor and some time' ago the 
license was suspended for a period. 
The' abo.ve appeared in the Toronto press recently. 

This place is located just across the road from Jarvis 
Street Church. Dr. Shieldl;1 described the "unsatisfactory 
conditions . ~xisting" in very plain . language, . and that 
publicly, long ago. We are glad action has at last -been 
taken. There are many other beer parlours in the same 
block In fact the number of them is more concentrated 
near Jarvis Street Church than anywhere else in. On-
tario. . 

We have. before reported the recommendation of To
ronto ,City Council that. these drinking places be much 
curtailed by the prohibition of women entering and the 
removal of the chairs even for men. At a meeting of 
social workers of the district we ,heard it stated authori
tatively ~t pressure is being put upon ihe council to 
make them see things differently. Let individuals write 
to the council commending their constructive and 
courageous' action. Let societies of all kinds pass resolu
tions supPorting their actions and send them in to the· 
city' hall. . ,Let us pray and work against this curse of 
our city and lal'ld-B. 

24-Rour Duty For English Pastors 
.' (The following is from the March edition of ''The Mes

senger" of 'Abbey Road Baptist Church, London, England,' 
Rev. Ernest C. Askew, Pastor): 

The Chu:reh approved and wished the 'Pastor to continue his 
dual office. of Pastor to the Church and Deputy Su.pervising 
Officer af tJle L.C.C: Rest Centre on the Church premises. 

He e:q)1ained that !his ,hours af duty were of 24 hours dur
ation eve;ry 'alternate day. During tha~ time it is not per
missable to undress. Thus he only gets to· bed every. other 
night, though he may sleep if not actually fi~W'atching . 

His Sunday work means working for 20 hours right ott, or 
,precedes a ~O-hour ~rking day. He cann~t .get more t'h~ 
three afterJ1Oo116 off 1D any week to enable him 4;0 make Pl"lv
ate calIs, aiJtend c.ommittees and do sick visiting. -I know he 
bas alwaJS,visited where there wiuJ trouble or i11ness, and 
while war conditions continue, we as members' must keep om' 
side of the :arrangement, and not expect ordinary v.i:s.its .. We 
can best help by 'making his task 88 easy as 'Possible. . 

'So far. his health has.,tood IU.p to the otask.he has assumed 
and truet'it will continue to do so. I am sure each reader win , 
ag·ree with me in admiration for the work he is doini for the 
ChUrch's '·benefit in so many ways, and otter him our hearty . 
thanks. ' 

~ Protestant League 
On Friday, April 24th, at 8 p.m. in· Philpott Tabernacle, 

Hamilton, a rally of the Protestant League wlllbe addressed 
by Rev. T •. C. Innes, Rev. J. H. Barnes and Rev. Wm~ Thcmias. 
This promises to be a great meeting. 

Rev. A. C. Whiteombe 
Back in Toronto General Hospital, where he has had an

other delica~ eye operation,is Rev. A. C. Whitcombe, pastor 
of Shenstolle Memorial Baptist Church, Brantford. The 
hope is to save something at least of his sight. Results of 
such operations as his' cannot be ,definitely known for months 
after. Pastor Whitcombe, nevertheless, is in fine spirits. 
On eVm¥ 'l'emem·brance af him, with our prayers for at least 
partial delivery, we thank God.-B. 
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--------------~------------~ 
OLIVE L_ CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) I 

DAVID'S SIN 
Lesson Text:'2 Samuel 11. 
Golden Tc:xt: ':Apinst . thee, thee only. have I sinned, and 

done thIS evil m thy sigh.t."-Psalm 51:4. 
I. The Sin' Committed: Self-Indulgence-verses 1.' to 13. 

!J-n.e of the .proofs. of the inspiration of Scriptture is ·the 
:Ilalthfulness Wlth 'Which it records the fa.ults as ;weH as the 
virtues of men. Strong, courageous and good as : David was, 
he was human; the man after God's heart was Ibut· a man, and 
hence -he was not free from sin (1 Kings 16:3; 2 Cihron.6:36; 
1;»rov. 20:9; IEccl. 7:20.; Rome. 3:9, 19). ' 

The Ohristian who is !idle exposes 'himself to-: temptation 
(Matt. 26:41). David tarried still at Jerusalen» at a ·time 
when the ·armies of Israel were engaged in fierce ":>mbat with 
the enemy (Judg. 6:23; Amos 6:1). Hitherto he ''had led the 
amny in person, according to the desire of the pe<D)1le (1 Sam. 
8:~0; 2 Sam. 8:1-5, 13; 10:17, 18), except at the' commence
ment of the Ammonite War, when Joab was in' c:j)mmand as 
on rfihis occasion (2 Sam. 10:7-14). But even if it : was not his 
duty to be at the front, ·he ,was the shepherd of· Israel, and 
should have taken the responsibility of Uipholding:: the m'OraIe 
of the people. Instead, ,he thoUght only of his ~wn amus~-
ment. I. 

cruelty '8Ild murder to those of covetousness end adultery 
(Exod. 20:13; Matt. 6:21; 19:18). Sins ·have a 'Way of mul
tilplying rapidly; one -leads to another. The time to stop sin
ning is 'before we ,b~gin. . 

David's wicked ·plans succeeded. The.road toward destroe
tion is smooth and easy, and ·the fact that circumst-ances eon
tinue to be favourable and :that few .obstacles' appear' is no 
guarantee tha.t our designs are being blessed of God. The 
worst punishment which cab. be imagined .is.for God to allow 
a !ID8D to go on in his own evil way, unchecked and unrebuked 
(Paa. 78:29.3.1; 106:16; Provo 1:24-33; Hos. 13:9). . 

Joab was a clever man. When !he ·gave the messenger such 
full 'and detailed "instructions, he was thinking not so much of 
the messen'ger's safety as of his o~ reputation (Matt. 28:12-
14). He d·ted .the case of Abimelech ~ (Judg.· 9:60-65), and 
made .out a g09d case for himself, in order that he might fore
stall the .rebuke 'he deserved for failing to pr.otect the servants 
of David. He judged rightly that the news concerning Uriah 
would divert ·the king's attention. 

M'an's tolerance .of sin is utterly un'like God's condemnation 
,of &in (R'Om. 1:18). David said, "Let not this thing displease 
thee", but the inspired Word says, "The thing that David had 
don~ dis-pleased the Lord". It was evil in the eyes of the 
Lord, and by' Divine 'grace .David w,as ,brought to the .pleee 
where he W6S willing to accept God's verdict eoneerni-ng him· 
·and to say, "Against thee-have -I-dorie this eviI iii thy 
sight" '(Psa. 61:4). . . . 

David had sinned 'against his own sow, against Bathsheba, 
against Uriah and 'against Joab, but he had sinned primarily 
agai~st Go~ Himself. All sin is 'an offence against the holy 
'law o.f God, for "sin is ,111wlessness" (1 John 3:4, 'Revised' Ver
sion). The truth of the sinfulness of sin' ds a-lmost forgotten 
in these days: . • 

·LT.-COL. MUNRO'S 'l1ESTIMONY 
David coveted Ii beautifll'l w.oman (Exod. 20:11l.; Rom. 7:7' 

13:9; Col. 3:5). Women may exercise a strong i.nuence,.and 
they frequently have it 1n their ,power to uplift OC' to degrade 
others (1 Kings 11:1-4; 16:30, 31; Esther 7:1-6). 1 The .clear ~hristian ·testimony of Lieutenant-Colonel D. 

Instead Qf resisting temptation David al1owed-i the 'lust of C. D. Munro, D.S.O., M.C., of the <;;ordon Highlanders, given 
the·flesh.to c.ontrol his e.c.m'Ons (Rom. 13:14; 2 Cor .. "7:1; 1 John in Jarvis Street Baptist ,Church, Sunday Evening, March 
2 16) H f t h' . hi h ·ti .1.., I 'b'l' . 16th last, was .printed in THE GOSPEL WITNESS, and re

:' • e orgo . IS g POSl on, ~us so emn r&"P onS1· 1 ~tles printed' in a tract of convenient size for person·al distribution 
and his kingly dignity. Covetousness -led to ad1l'lterll'; (Ex~. a~d mailing. These cost a.bout· orie and one-fifth cents each 
20:14; Lev. 20:.10; Matt. 6:27, 28; Gal. 6:19). . to p'rint, and for mailing . one must add postage. Our first 

David com~misedJoab, the general of ms-. fOI~les (2 Sam. printing, in 'addition to the circulation of the WITNESS, 'was 
8.=16). We dQ not ~ve unto ·ourselves,and our', conduct is ·ten thousand. These were soon exhausted. The eolonel.hu 
~ther a- :help or a J:rln~~ance to others (Rom. '+'4:7;. 1 .Cor. now personally. revised the booklet aud we have .printed an-
8.9-1.3). Joab was, .DaV1~ s own nephew, the. son IIf his. Slster other ten thousa~d. We are anxious to give the tract How 
ZerUlah (1 ~ron. 2:15, 16). ~Oll!~ was a ~ghty·! WarrIor, .as a,!, Army C!'lonel' Was Saved·as wide a distrrblltion as pos
were also IllS two brothers Abl!m.1l'l and Asahel (1., ·Sam. 26.6; _ slble, espeCIally among our men of the forces. .We are 
2 Sam. 2:18; 3:.22). 1 -accordingly, offering them ,at 20 f.or 26c, 80 for $1.00,. post~ 

King Dav:id pretended to make a confidante of ·Uliab (Prov. paid.' We ihav.e opportunities, however, to send large quanti-
2.7:6). The king was .probably seeking to cover "riv'h a veneer ti.es .. to men wHo have wide contacts with troops, wlio cannot 
of 'kindness the :pomonous hatred which was in his' heart. We ealllly pay for all they ·can use. We have therefore asked the 
may deceive others; we may even deceive ourse l,. es, bu.t we 'Lord's stewards to .co~e ttl our help in the matter. . Any 
cannot deceive God .(Prov. 16:.11; Beb. 4:13). 11/; is a weIl- contribution, large or· small, will be gratefully received. 
known· fact 'Of human ~erlence that men are nol;" apt to love 
those .. whom they :have wronged. The presence of i -the Inju·red 
one is a rebuke to the conscience. . I. 

Uri,ah's loyalty, patriotism and self-sacrifice ~tIl9.nd out in 
bold relief 'against the background of David's c ~8 relessness, 
laxity and self...indulgence. Uriah obeyed David iii; summons 
immediately; he did not tarry even to wash his fEtat, a neces
sity for the comfort of 'an Eastern traveller (Gel; •. 18:4; ·Lk. 
7:(4). Whole-'hearted in ,his devotion to king and ~country, he 
would not take time for relaxation, or pleasure. 'I' he work of 
;the Lord is worthy of ourutrnost endeavour and l~zeal (Matt. 

. 22:37; Lk. 2:49; John 2:17; Col. 3:23). . ., - . 
II. The Sin Covered: Self-Justification-verses 1M to 27. 

When one has sinned, ;fmo ~ourses 'are open... The right 
course.is to confess the sin and justify God (Psa •• :3-6; 61:3; 
1 John 1:9); the wrong course is to attempt to cmver up the 
sin and justify oneself (Psa. 66:18; 109:7; 1 Johu 11:8). David 
at first chose the 1a.tter course. He ,built u·p a I lime for him
self, and rather than renounce Bathsheba he pI, ttted to ~n 
the way that he m:ightc}aim her for his 'legal wife: 

Joab .placed Uriah where the valiant men wcirei stationed 
and thus unwittingly !put that courageous soldier ;ill'St where 
he belonged. Unfortunately. however, the post of' ho (Dour· was 
also the :post of danger. David added the sins 41t. ~deception, 
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