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"But when the ,people of the land shan come before the Lord in the solemn feasts, ' 
he tthat entereth in ,by the way of the north gate to worship ahaH go out ,by the way of 
the south 'gate: 'and he thaot entereth by the way of, the south 'gate "haH go forth by , 
the way of the north gate; he shaH not return by the way of the gate whereby he came 
in, but a'balI go forth over against it."-Ezekiel 46:9. 

This text is 'a part of Ezekiel's temple vision, a temple 
which never had a literal, material, existence. I-t mu·st 
have Ibeen a picture of a spiritual house, !Which is the 
only kind of house, such an house as we rea~ of this 
morning, in which God can ibe worshipped inspirit and 
in truth. And it was required that whoever should enter 
by the north gate should not remain at the door -through 
which he had entered, nor leave by the same door by 
which he had oome in: but he was to go right through 
the temple, and'leave ,by the opposite' door, the door that 
was "over against it". Or if -he should enter by the 
south gate, the same rule was to apply: he was not to 
remain by the gate through which he had come, but 
~ross over and leave the temple by tb.e door .which was 
opposite the one through which 'he had entered. 
, That is a strikingly, suggestive requirement. It sug

gests the idea of the principle of straightforwardness, 
of thoroughness, of perseverance, of stedfa5tness, of 
continuity in religion. It suggests the spiritual minis

,try of opp05ites in the pu~suit of, perfection; the polar-
ity, if you like, which is essential to 5ymmetry of char-
acter and 01 life. ' 

I want, to take this principle and make application of 
it in several directions, and I think we shall see that i,t 
is a 'Princi.ple which may usefully be employed. 

I. 

First of all, it has application to OUR ATTITUDE To
, WARD, AND OUR ApPREHENSION OF THE TRUTH. If we 

would go before the Lord in solemn feasts, if life is to 

, 
be real and earnest to us, if we are to 'be sincere and 
thorough in our approach to God, how then IIDUSt we 
regard truth?' It is not enough ~that we linger about the 
door of entrance,' as many people do. It is well that we 
should properly Ibegin, 'but life is more 'than a ibeginning. 
It should ,be marked by progress and advancement; that 

. is to say, we must not be content with a Iback seat. The~e 
are people who, literally, when they go into church, drOlP 
into the first seat they find, ancfalmost before the bene
diction ,they go out by the way:they came in. It means 
that we are riot to be alphabetiCal Christians' to the end 
of life. We are not to remain:i~ the primary class. The 
text is really an admonition against religious stagnation 

, or -superficiality: we must leave: the first principles, and 
go on to perfection. 

I think the text may be 'tak~n to enjoin balance and 
proportion thorough a knowledgeo! oppo8ite8. We must 
see both sides of t,he temple. '.We' must view both the 
north and south, and the east and west in divine revela
tion. How much we 'need to learn that great IprincLple, 
in our day! One, for instance,I'cOmprehends the mercy 
and love oj' God in Christ, and glories therein. He say-s, 
'''I delight to hear of the love of ,God in Christ Jesus." 
That is 'well. We cannot hear: too :much of the divine 
mercy. But we must beware; of living only on the 
southern side of the temple, and entering by the south
ern gate. We must go through to the north. And re
member the inexor8lble justice bf God, that the sterner 
attributes of Deity are one with these revelations of 
tenderer, senti-ments. There cannot be a south with9ut 
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a north. There cannot .be ·love without hate. There can
not be a heaven without a hell. Or, if one should see 
only the sterner aspect of revelation as some do, then 
he must learn not to stay in the wildernes's of Sinai, but 
to -go on to the garden of the cross and of the empty 
grave. 

Another rejoices in the security of the believer, aI\d 
the peace which flows therefrom. By all means let us 
rejoice in the truth tl~atsu'ch as have received"life from 
God have received eternal life, and remember it is writ
ten: "They shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck .them out of my hand." Let us rejoice in that. But 
on the other hand, we need to -g'oJ through the temple and 
behold the righteousness on which that security is based. 
It is not alone because God is kind that we are saved 
forever: it is because He is true and faithful, faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from. 
all unrighteousness. On the other hand, seeing the 
righteousness and faithfulness of God, While we rejoice 
therein" we must regard not only the spotless snow of 
the northern prospect, and the mountains thereof, but 
remember that in these sterner attributes there rises 
the l'iver of the water of life, clear as crystal, which 
sparkles in the light of the southern sun. 

So it may ,be·there are some who are especially attract
ed to the truth of the divine sovereignty. I do not won
der. We may well enter Iby .that door, for there is access 

,to the temple of truth through that. It is a great thing 
to find that salvation ,begins with God, that salvation 
resides in His sovereign will and purpose, and that there 
would -be no hope' for any of us if our salvation depended 
upon the caprice of our own variable wills. But it is' 
the gate of the north, and we must not linger there 
excIu-sively. We must go th'r-ough to the gate, as the text 
says, "over against it", that of human, free, agency, and 
of responsibility. 

We used 'to have a dear brother here who is gone to 
glory now. Some of you will remember him. He was 
always in our prayers meetbigs and oh, how he gloried in 
the sovereignty of God, and the election of grace! He 
used to thunder aQaut it to us. And it was .all true; 
but he had an affinity for the northern side of the temple, 
and he I\ever did go through, it seemed to me, except in 
his prayers, never in his testimony, to the southern 
aspect of things. Here is a text, for instance: "All that 
the Father giveth me shall come to me"-you may !print 
that "SHALL" in c3lPitals, and rejoice in the omnipo
tence that is wrapped up' therein. By all means. But 
do not half quote the text-"and him that cometh to me 
I will in no wise cast out." 

. I remember years ago in my early ministry we used 
to have some ".strict and Particular Baptists" as they 
call them in England; they were old-fashioned. I think 
they called themselves "Primitive Baptists". How they 
did revel in the sovereignty of God' And ;they used to 
say to me, "We can understand you in the ·morning when 
you preach on the sovereignty of God, but we cannot 
understand you in the evening when you give an invita
tion to all sinners to come to Christ." Bt.lt the one is . 
the complement of the other: both' are true. "HIm that 
cometh to me I w-i1I in no wise cast out." "Ah '" some
one says, "I Uke to hear about coming to ,Christ,- for 
there was a time when I came." But you will do well to 
go on and learn the philosophy of that coming, discover 
why you came. And if you go tlirough the temple you 
will find it was because it was written: "All that the 

Father giveth to me shall come tome." We must keep 
these tr,uths together, and see them relatively and pro-
portionately. . 

"Why was I made to Ihear His voice 
And enter while there's ro.om? 

While thousands make the wretched choice, 
And' rather starve than come. I 

.. 'Twas the same [ove that spread the feast 
Thiat sweetly forced me in; 

Else I had s-till ref\l'Sed to taste ' 
And perished in my siJi." 

Someone says, "I believe in salvation by faith alone ... · 
So do I. The Bi:ble teaches 'that most emphatically. Do 
we not read: "Whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life"? But you must go 
through to the door that leads to good works; and do 
not forget it is written: "Weare h-is workmanship 
created in Ghrist Jesus"-what for?-"unto good works, 
which God hath ;before ordained, that we should walk 
in them." We are to go through the temple, to see both 

, sides ot it. It is very possible that someone in' the 
actual doing of some good deed, found the truth to dawn 
upon ,him, and the map. actually says, "There was a 
time when I started out to serve the Lord.'" Well, I am 
glad that you did; :but go through the temple, and you 
will learn that all good works .gpring from true faith 
after all. You must see both sides of things. 

The same is true of our estimation of Him Who is the 
fulfilment of aU that was predicted in Ezekiel's temple' 
vision,-the Truth incarnate! Are you not glad that. we 
have a human .saviour, touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities, Who knows how to have compassion on them 
that are out af the way? Do you glory in the real hu
manity of Jesu-s? Ne~er forget that it is written thai 
"when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth 
his ,Son, ·made of a woman, made under the law". He is 
bone of our hone, and flesh of· our flesh. Let us rejoice 
in that. But as we think of Him as the second Adam, 
do not forget that the second Adam is "the Lord from 
heaven," and so, jo~ned to His perfect humanity, is Hi-s 
own proper and essential Deity. We shall not know 
Jesus Christ unless we worship Him as the God-'Man, 
the Mediator ;between God and man. 

A young man said to me once, "I wish you would preach 
more 'of the life of Christ. I like to hear about the life 
and the example of Ghrist, and not so much ll'bout the 
death of Christ." Well, we ought to hear ll'bout both'. 
Weare saved by His continued life; and we are saved by a 
righteousness which He wrought out in obedience to the 
law .. It is .perfectly correct to speak of Jesus as our 
great Example. But if you tarry on that side of the 
temple only, you will make no progress. whatsoever: we 
must go on to the place of the altar where the blood was' 
shed. And it i-s only through the atoning sacrifice that 
we receive strength to follow His example. Then we 
learn that He left us an example to follow in His steps. 

Someone speaks of the first advent of Christ. You can
not lay too much emphasis upon that. By all • means let 
us rejoice, and say -we know that the Son of God is come. 
But do not forget that He must come a second time, and 
the second advent is the cOmpltrment 01 the first. Certain 
other people speak especially about the second advent. 
A lady the other evening said to me, "Do you not believe 
in the second coming of Christ?" I said, "MOst cer
tainly I do. I believe in His first coming too. And woe 
be to us s~ould He' come, as He will come the second 

i 

i' 

" 

'I 
j; 

II 
'I ) 

i. • ......... _:JoI, •. .;i.i:. 



April 9, 1942 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (539) 3 

time without a sin offering unto salvation, had He not 
come the first tiJIDe to put away sin by the sac'rifiee of 
Himself." John said to Hi:s disciples: "Behold the Lamb 
of God!" And as they beheld Him as the Lamb of God, 
they left John and followed Jesus. Th,e way to follow 
Jesus is io begin with Him.as the Lamb of God. So my' 
text would teach us not to be lop-sided, not to lay em
'phasis upon one aspect of truth to the e~clusion of the 
rest. If 'We enter 'by the north gate, let us go out by the 
south. If we come in by the south, let 'us go'out by the 
north. But let us ,be thorough, and grow up in~o Christ 
in all things. ' 

II. 

And now I want io make applieation of the principle 
of the text to Oua EVERYDAY ,CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 

Let '~e take the two 'principles, pea'ce and penitence. 
I wonder, are there some, here who were early converted 
to God? Before you had been allowed to run into any 
excess of riot, you were saved from outward, flagrant, 
sin; you came early into the ·peace of God w.hich passeth 
understanding. Well, do not forget the north gate. You 
'must go on; mmy learn to mourn their sin through later 
knowledge of their own depravity. There is no' peaCe 
without penitence. 

Perhaps some are inclined to lay emphasi:s upon the 
northern aspect of Christian experience. Some years ago 
I conducted special services in a certain place to which 
I had gone to pelp the Pastor for a week or so. There 
were a number of people converted. There was one good 
Deacon there, who had had a very profound experience. 
Pl'ior to his conversion he had been an outrageous sin
ner, and had been under deep conviction of sin for 
several weeks before he found peace. Day and night 
he mourned .before the Lord, and tossed sleeplessly upon 
his ;bed. One night---as he told us-he rose from his 
bed, and went out to a ibridge over a river that passed 
through the town, and flowed into the lake. He went 
down by the riverside to the piers of this bridge, and 
there, beside one of the piel's he "had it out with the 
Lord" .. He fell upon his face, and found mercy. And 
that dear brother seemed scareely able to understand how 
anyone could be saved but at that particular spot be
side that pier. He' could not· understand how a cbild 
could ,be saved without a long period of repentance, and 
brought from death to life as was the little girl who 
lay dead in her father's home, and at a word from Jesus 
was brought back to life. But the two are one, and we 
must not over-emphasize the one or the C?ther. ,Go 
through the gate from one side to the other. Penitence' 
and 'peace are twins; and sometimes one cannot be sure, 
as with Pharez and Zarah, which of the two was first 
.born. Let us not ;be one-sided in our view of these 
matters. 

The same i,s true of joy and sorrow. We may not 
dwell exclusively with either. Have you had your sor
rows? You entered in iby·the north gate. Early in life 
the shadows fell upon you, and life was not particularly 
sunny for you, and so you cannot understand anyone of 
an invariably cheerful countenance. But we are not to 
be' overmuch cist down: "Why art thou east down, 0 
my soul? and ,why art thou di!)qnieted in me ?"-That is 
the north gate--"Ho.pe thou in God: for I shall yet 
praise ·him for the help of his countenance." T,hat is· 
the south gate. You must pass through both. ' 

T·here are young people, perhaps, happily situated in 
life, carefully .guarded by parental influence, saved from 
many an experience which has been Ibitter to others; and 
life has ;been pretty largely like a June mor~ing to you, 
golden bright and glad. You say, "Oh, I do not think 
much of these long-faced Christians." But my dear 
young friend, Ii,fe is not ended for you yet. I am glad 
you have come in through the south gate, but do 'not 
forget life ha,s its north gate. Let not these sterner 
eXiperiences surprise you at last. Perhaps you have .b~n 
like Naomi. You remember they said: "Is thi's Naomi?" 
And she said, "Call me not Naomi, call ,me Mara: for 
the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. I went 
out full, and the Lord hath brought me home again 

. empty." 'Naomi was at the north gate. Go through the 
temple, Naomi, and as you go out - the other side you 
will find the golden fields of Boaz bright and ;brilliant 
in the sunlight. and Ruth will find a new experience 
there. The north and the south gates toget"~r will make 
up your li.fe. , 

Do you read the book of Ecclesiastes? I have heard 
some people say that that is the !book of the pessimist. 
No; no; it is the book that records the view of a balanced 
judgment. For example: "Truly the light is srweet, and 
~ pleas~nt thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun." 
That is the south gate. "But if a man live many years, 
and rejoice in them all, let him remember the days of 
darkness, for they shall Ibe many." That is the north 
gate, and we must balance the one against the other. So 
while there is much of darkness in life, there is also 
much ,of light. We must have the east and the west: We 
cannot have an endless day in this life. Let us praise 
God that He does not send to usa nig,ht without morn
ing in this life. We must see the sunrise and the sunset 
too; and remem:ber that the evening and the morning 
'make up the day of life, and we' shall serve and worship 
God accepta:bly as we set the one over against the other. 
"And it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall 
be Ught." . 

We ·hear much nowadays of a, "praciical" religion. A 
man says, "I do not' want to h~ar anything about doc
trine; I ,do not 'Want to know anything -a:bout theology: I 
believe in a practical religion." All true religi:on is 
practical. I believe so too. By all means be as practical 
as you can, but you will be wise to· go on and learn the 
theory of your practice. You will 'be a well instructed 
Christian i.f you not only do good, but know why you do 
good, and draw fully upon the .source of power that ",ill. 
enable you to do good. 

.Someone else lays ,stress upon, the doctrinal aspect of 
things, and wants to lay up in store a great deposit of 
truth. He wants to dream his dreams. That is all right, 
but he must learn on .the other hand to ·practise his 
theory. There are ·people who seem to think that the 
body of Christ is all,brain, and that it has neither hands 
nor feet. By all means let us be thinking Christians. 
Let us know the truth, ;but kno~ing it, the truth shall 
make us free; and we shall find these aspects of truth 
complementary to e~ch other, the known and the un
known, the plain and -the mysterious. Ah, yes! there are 
many things in Ufe we do not know; many things we 
have to accept and Ibelieve which we shall never know 
here. The plain path may often lead us to the mountain 
crowned with mists;· and yet from out the cloud,s we 
shall come again with an under~tanding' of the .things 
that are simple. 
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III. 
Let me make further - appliCation of this t~ THE 

FORMATION OF ,CHARACTER. We need both north and 
south. One man cultivates his reason, his judgment, his 
conscience, and becomes a righteous man. That is well. 
But the emotions must not be neglected. He must go 
out by the southern gate, where the flowers bloom, and 
the birds sing, and 'where the dew is sparkling in the 
sunlight; he must learn to feel as well as to think. We 
must learn to love as well as to reason. I remember hear
ing my great predecessor, Dr. Thomas, once say, in ad
dressing a company of ministers, that a -minister could 
better afford to be defi:cient in head than in heart. That 
may be tr.ue; but it is better still that we should not be 
deficient in -either. 

I have in mind a man, a big business man, in a very 
large way of business, !but he was a machine. He lived 
in ,old London. He would teleohone home to have his 
bags packed--he was just leaving for Berlin. Very often 
he would ask that his bags be sent down to his office. 
Or, he was going to -Paris, or Vienna, or somewhere 
else, on business. He provided a good home, with an 
abundance of everything. His wife and family wanted 
for nothing~but affection! I met the wreck of his home 
in this country, aI).d in -this church. When -I went to 
London, I went to see him. One might as well have 
talked to the ,Sphinx. He was a religious man, -but he 
was a religious Eskimo. He lived in the Arctic regions, 
and could' not understand how anyone wanted the sun
light and' the summer time. He starved his wife and
family to death, aifectionaI.IY. Rectitude? Yes! Right
eous? Yes! But when I talked with him I understood 
something of what the IScripture means when it says: 
"Scarcely for a righ~us -man will one !lie: yet, perad-

_ venture for a good -man some would even dare to die." 
Be righteous, by all -means; but add to your righteous
ness those qualities which will issue in goodness. Let 
there be a little tenderness joined with it; emotion with 
intellect~ and intellect with em9tion: emotionalize your 
intellect, and intellectualize your emotion. Let us love, 
and love intelligently. Let there be balance in our 
characters. -

And imagination needs to Ibe set against the perception 
of the actual. It is well to cultivate a passion for truth 
and _reality, but the ideal is essential too. Patience in 
the realm of the actual must be reinforced by aspiration 
toward the ideal. Joseph must dream his dreams, but he 
must -go down into Egypt. - Moses must see the invi-sible; 
but he must also go into the wilderness, and there learn 
to endure. I have seen many err on either side. But the 
vistble 'and the invisible, the temporal and the eternal 
must have their place in the -formation -of character. ' 

And- that means we must judge other 'people after the 
same fashion. There must be north and souUt. 

I once knew a man, a minister. I stayed in his -home. 
He was utterly devoid of imagination unless it were that 
he imagined he was a clever man! That required a bit 
of imagination. But that was the only suggestion of 
an -imaginative nature I saw about him. He had a fam
ily of children, and he had one little girl who loved to 
talk about the things she had ,seen. Her father used to 
say she was "romancing". Well, she was romantic, and 
she could tell a story to -perfection, and tell it as though 
it were actually real. Her father could not understand
it. Sometimes he would say to that little girl: "Now, 

\ 

none of your lying." I said to him once, "Man, that 
child is not lying. Do you not see that she is endowed 
with a marvellously rich imagination,able to create a 

-world f,or herself, into which you cannot enter. She is 
a ,born story teller." But his wooden head -~ad no sym
pathy with her imaginary· world. 

Sir William Robertson Nichol in his :biography of Ian 
Maclaren, tells of -being at Dr. Gordon's breakfast table 
one morning. The family were all there. Sir William 
told a story, which he did not think was- particularly 
amusing. One of the ,boys began.to laugh. In the pres
ence of the visitor he tried to conceal his merriment, but 
he could not, and at last he laughed aloud. Sir William 
said, "What are you laughing at? That was nota par
ticularly funny story." "Oh, but wait till you hear my 
father tell that story, you' won't -know ;t." He knew his 
fatJier had learned the art of colour photography. My 
mother. taught me that a lie was anything told with 
intent to deceive. The little girl of whom I spoke, 'W&8 

not untruthful: she was imaginative and her mechani
cally realistic father could not understand her -at all. We 
should learn to balance these things. _ 

-Take this chapter, and read the rest of it. Follow the _ 
Prince whithersoever He goeth. You will observe the 
Pri-nce shall enter iby "the gate of the porch that looketh 
toward the east"-and He 'brings the morning with Him! 
~nd wha~ is the end of it _all? Just this: you have it 
In the epistle from 'which we read this morning: "When 
he asc~nded up on high, he led .captivity captive, ana 
gave gifts unto men. (Now that he ascended what is it 
but that -he also descended urst, into the low~r !parts of 
the earth? He that descended is the same also that 
a~ende~ up far above all heavens, that he mig,ht fill all 
thIngs.) And he -gave some, apostles; -and some, proph
ets; and some, evangelists; o!lnd some, pastors and teach
ers; ~or the perfecting of th-e saints, for the work -of 
the mInistry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till 
we all come in -the unity of the faith, and of the knowl
edge of the -Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: that we-
henceforth -be no more children, tossed to and fro and 

_ ca~ried albout w:ith every wind of doctrine, by the 
~lelgh~ of men, .and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie 
In walt to d~lve;- but speaking the truth in love, inay 
grow up into him in all things, which is the head even 
Christ: from whom the whole body fitly joined to~ether 
and compacted .by that which every joint supplieth ac
cording to the effectual working in the measure of ~ry 
part, maketh inerease of the ,body unto the edifying of 
itself in love." -

Thus are we built u'pon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, J'esus Christ -Hi~self being the chief Cor
ner Stone; in Whom all the building fitly _ framed to
gether- groweth into a holy temple in the Lord: in Whom 
ye also are builded together for an habitation -of God 
through the Spirit, 

May -the Lord bless to us His word. Let us pray: 
We than'k Thee, 0 Lord, f~ Thine anfinite patience with as. 

We ar~ such d1!-H scholars. What !little progTeSlf iIlave we 
ml!-de m ~he thmgs of God! Help us, we pray Thee; that 
tms mOrRmg we may resolve to go through the temple to 
grow up into Christ, to ,add to our faith virtue and to virtue 
knowledge, and to knowlooge tern-peranee, and 'so accum-u:late 
or develol? Gu.t of our _faith aU Christi-an vtrtues;_ so shaH 
we be neIther ,barren norunfruoitfU'1 11) the know!ledge of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Bless us all for Thy name's sake 
~en. ' 
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"Render to God the T~gs that are God's" 
(Gospel Witness readers as a whole,' ~d Ja~ Street 

members in particular, always welcome an article from 
the pen of Rev. John :Wilmot, London, England. And we 
ought all to heed the admonition of the following editorial 
which appeared in the January-March issue of Our Out
look.-Ed. G.W.) 

The Church. is the Assembly. Weare Members of 
the Church-Are 'we Members of the Assem'bly? 

Are WE negligently allowing our war effort seriously 
·to affect our attention to the exercises of worship? Have 
we not heard of some, compelled to !be otherwise engaged 
or located far distant, who long to enjoy again the lib
erty to join with the congregation as aforetime and keep 
holy day? Will not those who have their freedom double 
their public religious service to supply the lade of others 
who compulsorily are debarred the privileges? Are we 
losing the lieenness of spiritual appetite; acquiring a 
taste for the world's fare; Uke Ephraim, eventually tp 
be "feeding on ashes"? 

Is there not reasonable 'ground for self-examination 
.. ~···and church-examination touching the "assembling of our

selves together"? Are not crowds· of our fellow-citizens 
and numbers of .our neighbours chron'ic absentees from 
places of worship? And' does not the peril of infection 

• inhere in this God-forsaking spirit of the age, so that 
Christians, instead of· setting the example, practically 
and regularly respecting .the "hour of prayer", gradually 
are caught in the general drift; and there remains .little 
difference beween them and the rest; and, according to 
the working of· the evil principle of which our Lord 
spoke, they, instead of being separated from the mass, 
become like unto them, and it is painfully eviden.t that 
"a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump"? 

Is it not a matter designed of God specially to be 
observed that at the end of the Old Testament Scrip
tures, in a time of spiritual decline, when the ordinan(l8S 
of the Lord were slighted, when the ·motives of the people 
had :become entirely selfish, their religious duties merely' 
formal, and their values ,purely' material, when apostasy· 
marked the ·mass, that it is written, "THEN"~as a vital 
cOntrast not only of circumstance, ibut of cause--"they 
that feared the Lord spake often one to another, and 
the Lord hearkened and heard"-with especial notice and 
approval-"and a book 01 remembralllce was written be
fore Him, for them that feared the Lord and that 
thought upon His Mme"--f!o that at His coming, to make 
up His ·peculiar treasure, these conspicuously shall :be 
rewarded? . 

And is it not strikingly parallel that towards the close 
of the New Testament, as a preventive to the peril of 
apostasy, there ·is written an. admonition as to "not for ... 
saking the assembling of ourselves together"-that is, 
not leaving in the lurch, as a deserter; not leaving or 
abandoning one ·meeting for 'another, or one after an
other, lest at the end there is total abandonment-lias 
the manner of some is"-who serve as an example of 
the reality of the danger-"but ea:horting one another!' , 
-thus ,providing an antidote to the general tendency
"and so much the more as ye. see the day a'P/Woaching"
because as .that day approaches the apostasy advances, 
and will :become so attractively powerful that none will 
resist save those who .by means of this fellowship of 
grace receive inward strengthening and mutual encour
aging? Is it not most solemnly to be laid to heart that 
those who thuswise forsake one another are taking the 

very steps which will lead to the forsaking of Christ 
Hi,mself; even as, contrariwise, the Lord Jesus is min
istered to in the ministering to' His people? 

While appreciating any allowance 'which must ,be made, 
which the Lord Himself would' make, for age, illness, 
domestic and ·business duties, black-out conditions and 
wartime restrictions, preventing i60me from frequent at
tendance, are there not others who have circumstances 
in their own control, who are rarely ,present either at 
the mid-week services or the pr~yer ·meetings, and per
haps, !but once on the Lord's Day, and even then not with . 
regularity? Must it be admitted that while they would 
strongly deprecate any desecration of the sacred hours 
outwardly, such as joining in the. world's entertainments, 
there are Christians whose engagements and idleness and 
sel&hness in their own homes bring them under the 
Lor-d's rebuke for "doing their' own ways", and "doing 
their own pleasure on My holy d!J,y"? . 

Is not faithfulness required. in the 'pew as well as in 
the pulpit? And has it 'been considered tp,at, since there 
are 168 hours in the week, if w:e were required to allot 
the tenth of .our time to the solemn meeting, as we are 
·instructed to give of our means, we should spend to
gether sixteen hours instead of six, which o~r regular 
attendance on the occasions above mentioned would oc
cupy? Let us, then, with desire itoward GOD and hearty 
spirit among ourselves, each eay to the other, "COME, . 
let us go up unto the house of the Lord." 

"Prayer Has No Influence on the Divinity"
C.B.C. Broadcast 

JARVIS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
Toronto, Canada' 

March 81, 1942 
Canadian B~oadcasting ,Corporation, 
Box 500, 
Toronto, 
Ontario. 
Gentlemen: 

From evening to evening my' wife and I have usuallY' 
enjoyed the C.B.C. feature serial' "Newbrid'ge" at 7 :30 
p.m. Our enjoyment of it is increased by our having lived' 
in a small town! In this ··story the writer ordinarily 
does well in inserting proper ideas for the furtherance 
of our war effort. The feature is' certainly propaganda. 

Two weeks ago, that is on Mkch 24th, the characters 
J. J. Roebuck, editor of "The Bugle", and the local pas
tor, the Rev. Mat. -, met at the home of the latter to 
discuss religion and .the war. These ,men are supposed to 
be great friends and so eould speak only frankly and 
sincerely. _ 

Our Christian king 'had called the Empire to a na
tional day of prayer the following Su,nday. The topic, 
then, was timely. 

But the development of it was shocking and in effeci 
was a denial of the very basis of Chri'stian prayer. His 
reverence told his hearers that: . 

"Prayers have no influence on the Divinity. . . . The 
8lI5Wer to prayer is dn ourselves and only ourselves." 
That prayer does influence ourselves and find answer 

there, surely no one would think of denying. He who 
prays rises from his knees a better man. 
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But to say that "prayers have no infl,uence on the 
Divinity", that prayer is never answered outside our
selves, is to deny the specific declarations of both the 

. Old and New Testaments, ·.to eontradict Christ Himself, 
and to overlook the Christian uperience of the ages. 

By men who were not particularly religious the de
live ranee of the British Expeditionary Force at Dun
kirk was declared t() be a miracle. The channel was 
calm as it had not ,been in a century. And that happened 
the week followin·g a national day of prayer. There is 
one instance of the objective value of prayer that every
body knows. Are' we now to have an official broadcast, 
in this our 'hour of great need, telling people thllt there 
is nothing in prayer but a spiritual dumb-bell exereise? 
Su.rely that is to undermine the whole Christian faith, 
to demolish the very foundation, at a time when· i~ was 
never more needed. . 

In the play "J.J." was surprised at the remarks of the 
Reverend Mat. "But you do not say that in your ser
mons." The minister replied, "The people are not ready 
for that yet." 

Think, Sir, of the insincerity, or should I go further 
and say hypocrisy? of that remark. 

"Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? 
Or who shall stand in his holy .place? 
He that hath clean hands and a pure heart j 
'Wiho ,hath not lifted up his soul unto voanioty 

Nor ·sworn ·deceitfully." 
And the broadcast closed with the minister reading 

2 Chronicles 7: 14 : 
"If my people, which are calied by my name; shall 

humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land." 

Only 48 '8Iltolgether of the iffuree types :f.O'und ,in the rest 
of tb.e Oity. Of. Cl()urse, . th,e most 'Of' the 114 'pla,ees of 
ISBl1e are aoc~ated dn the vi,cin'ity'<if youlJ: Ohurch ,and, in 
Moss· 'P·ark. 

l'h'ere a1'e 13 ,Brewel"S' WMehouses in Oity; 5 'a're i·n 
the '8Ibove d·j,stl"ioct. 

Li-q uor Control Board Store's: 17 -in City; 7 ,ill: dlj,striC'f;. 
. Breweries: 5 'in Oity; 3 ,in the di's1il"ict. 

W1in'eries: 19 ,in Oity; 9 in d1,Sltrim;. 
On J'aorv-i,s 'sllre'et. -in on,e iblock th-ere are 8 Heen,sed 

hOilielos. . 
Can'Bld,i.an ibeer ,is ibein'g' .shipped reg'U'I'arly f.rom the 

Go.vemme.nt-ow·ned· iBrading Brewery at Ottalwa to 
Canadi'an :soMier:s in EDglland,. TMs purc!h'8ISe OOSit the 
Government $550,000 in 1941. 

For 1940, $203,000,000 was spent in Canada for liquor. 
Add 89% (.818 ,compuified !by Ameri.can Business Men'iS 
Research Foundation) to cover cost in losses :-siek-
ness, ihospilball IbiU,s, unemp;!oyment W8'ges, ,court easts, 
·etc., 'and inlStea;d 'Of 203 mdllion you h-ave nea,r'ly 500· 
millll'ions oost to the 'People of OaD'ad;a. Tihe pro'fits Ito ,liiIC-............ 
the igovernm.ents of· Oanada f.or th-e ,same year totalled 
'on,ly 66 mi1,lioDlS. 

Save your Garlbage! we hear, yet the Government 
allows the use of 460 million pounds of good food-stuffs 
(fruit, . grain, sugar, molasses) for manufacture of 
aleoholic ibeverages, in one year. 

I'n.stead of la d'eerealSe in b'ootaegglinlg', there has been' 
an increase of 32% o8iS comopal"ed lW'iobh Prohilhition d'aYIS 
(1917-1926.) 

Onta'r'io Ispem.l&8S than $10,0'00',000.00 on' all her re
UgiO'Us education; yet She ,spent more than $80,000,-
000.00 o.n liquor. 

Thank God this very verse is a denial of the remarks 
made in the broadcast, about the i,neifectiveness of . ..................... .. 
prayer. 

I w.rite, therefore, most' strongly to 'protest against 
official.sponsorship of unbelief. 

Believe me, Gentlemen, 
Very.sincerely yours, 

(Signed) W. Gordon Brown. 

Figures Thai Talk 
(We give our readers some startling figures 

as presented by Rev. G. Howard King, Assistant 
Minister of Metropolitan United Church~ To
ronto, to a temperance meeting.held recently in 
Westminster-Central Church.) 

Rev. W. G. Brown, 
T()ronto, Onto 

Apri,l 7tih, 1942. 

Dea·r Mr. Brown:-'Dhe follow,ing are some of the 
faCits 8JS I presented them to the meetin'g: 

·Legal Outlets ,iIi Mo,lI's Park-Yo'rkviUe ddSltrioets only, 
the boundaries of which are roughly,-the water-front, 
Spad,ina 'up to Oollege, '81loDJg Co),Jege to· Batl:tu:r.st, up 
Bathu'l"ost jbo LoJllsd'ale, and 'aCt'lOSIS Lonsdale, Mel'flon, 00 
Don rive'r, 'llDId the Don 'ibself on· the EalSt. 

In this area are located 77 hotels, 21 Social Clu.bs, 16 
Veterans' Clubs·. Totad of 114, ,anUBln f:uUy UceUised. 

.)11 tlrmnrtam 
P /0 HUGH PERCIVAL McKEE 

KILLED IN OPERATIONAL FLYING 

EASTER SUNDAY 

Percy McKee, son of Deacon S. C. and 
Mrs •. McKee, is the fint actual member of 
Jal"Vi~ Street Church to make the supreme 

sacrifice in this war. 

.rmnrial &rnritr 
JARVIS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

Sunday, April 12th-' 7 p.m. 

"Creater 10lle hath no man than thi., that a man 
lay down hi' life for hi. friend •• " 

, 1 
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"Church Rivalry'~! 
An incident occurred in Cleveland some time ago which 

shows two things. A group of young men entered the It:"ian 
Christian Ohurch, poured' black paint over recllntly repamted 
walls, ripped up apprl)ximately 100 chairs that had been 
bolted to the floor and knocked over the !puipit. This action, 
without any doubt, was done by a gang of Roman Catholic 
Hoodlums who were more than possi'bly egged on by some 
priest. That is one item. The' other is that the newspapers 
buried the item in a corner ·and did not quote directly the 
pastor of the church,. Michae~ Nitti, saying onl>", that "Nitti, 
according to the pollee, attpbuted the vandahsm to church 
rivalry." What Nitti said was that a band of young men 
from the Catholic parish had done the deed. The news
papers refuse.d to mention the name Catholic in cOl!nection 

. with the vandalillm. ,Com.pare, in your mind's eye, what 
would have happened, if n gang of ProtestaI}t .boys, badly 
counseled and led, had dared enter a' Cathohc church and 
knock over a statue of Mary . . . There would have been a 
hue and cry in the papers from coast to coast.-Revelation, 
March, 1942. 

Union Church News 
lAng Branch Baptist Chureb 

The annual business meeting of the Long Branch B&lPtist 
Church held last month showed some real cause for. encour
agement. 

Financi,a:J,ly the Church enjoyed a .record· year in all depart
ments. The total for al!1 ,purposes was '$3,625.00, 'about $1,000 
above ,last year's total. Of this $650.00 W81S raised for missions 
most IJf which went to Union purposes. 

.of special interest was the ,Sunday School reporl which was 
also a record. Five or six years ago the totaI ·missionary g;iv
i·ngs from the Sunday Scb.ool was only $5 for the year. This 
year's report showed ·givings to missions to 'be $272.()0. A new 
objective is set for ,t'he ensuing year. . . 

In recent weeks several souls have been saved who now shDw 
·good interest dn the work. The attendances at the various 
services have been good. Altogether the Church is g.rateful 
to ·God ·and now antici!pates much greater things in the days 
to come. 

Beulah Baptist Church, New Toronto 
Beulah Baptist Church, New Toronto, organized iast Sum

mer from the Tenth .St. Baptist Mission, conducted its annual 
'business meeting <last month. 

The 'Ohal'lter Membership 'was 18. Since organization 9 
. were added to the roll. There are of course besides, many 

adherents not 'as yet members 'but who supp~l'It the ·work. 
This has .been a year of progress in every way. ·SOw.s have 

,been saved and baptized, congregati'OlIB considerably increased 
in aoll meetings and finances prospered. 

The tOot8!1 of $2,132.00 raised for a'll purposes was double 
the !previous year's givings. Missions received $382.00 IJf this 
a:mount. A splendid corner oIot which we were ·glad to get for 
$400.()0 was !paid for with a vi:ew to bui:lding. A substantial 
'amount was on hand to start a building fund. 

WJe !praise our God who is thus enabling us to' establish a 
strong New Testament Church in this needy town. This is 
but a amaH beg~nning IJf a great work in the years to come. 

Among Ourselves 
Devoted to Activiti,s and Interests of Fonner Students of 

TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY 

It was ·a very pretty ,seminary wedding in Greenway Hat! 
of Joa;rv:is Street Ohureh, ·18!st Thursday at seven o'clock, 
when Ralph Arnott Bate was ·united in matrimony to Jean 
Sa.rah McKenzie. Pte. Bate is ·a clerk in the Ordnance 
Oorps. The ,bride h,as been studying at the Bible Co}lege. 
A numiber of students f.rom the ,College were !present for 
the occaswn. The besi;, man was Mr. Albert Hews·on and 
Mrs. HeWSIJn was matron 'Of honour. This repOrter "tied 

the knot". MT'S. Bate's home is near Map!e Grove Baptist 
Ohurch. There Pte. Bate 'held Easter serwces Sunday. 

Another beautiful wedding among our school famUy took 
place ·last .saturday in the same ,place lilt tom' o'clock w'hen 
Mdss .Doreen V,jvian Chapman became MT'S. Wa'lf.red Sydney 
Cutler. Rev. A. A. McAsh. pastor 9f .Chatham Regu:lar Bap
tist Ohurch, was best· man. ----

WIe 'a.re !particularly sure they ·mu·st ,be "cute" for they 
are twins Ruth and Paul their ,proud parents C8!l1 them. 
They are ~ ·recent gift to Rev. and Mrs. Sam. Black, Jamaica. 

Pastor Don. Dinnick .baptized seven. ·at Scarboro Baptist 
Ohurch Easter Sunday night before a pac'ked church. Of
ferings for the day totalled $100. He took the lesson for 
the workers Tuesday ni'ght lilt J.a,rris ,st. Ohiurch, in the 
·absence of the usu .. l supply, who was in Central BaPtist 
Ohurch, London, Ontario, to preaeh the sermon at the or-
dinati'On of Mr. Roy McBeth. . 

Mr. W. Delmas Clal"ke, who jlJined the Toronto Scottish 
as soon as wa.r was declared, and went to England, was, as 
we have reported, invalided back ·to ChriSotie St. Hospi~_aa, 
Toronto, w,jth osteomyelitis. After many months he has 
sufficiently recovered _ to .be dischaz:ged from the _ hospital 
and :fr,om. the army. He and Mrs.' ml!-1"kE! (nee F-loz:ence 
Campbell) were at Jarvis St. prayer meeting Saturday rught. 
They have now returned to their !hoJ'!'le in Brantford. 

,From a personal 'letter, which we s-hal·l !probably be d·n 
trouble for quotiDgl( I) we find that Corporal l{,ingsley M. Cut
ler, now iIi ~ng:land with the Roy .. l Canadian Army Mediea1 
Colips has done 60. well with. his w.ork that the colonel 
o1foered. to recommend him for a collUll1·ssion in a combatant 
force. One can·not have 'a commission i.n the Medical Corps 
without ,being a· doctor. Says the former pastor: 

"I declined, however, as I feel that if I cannot be a 
chaplain, my next .place is in the MediCa~ Corps." 

F~mthe 7th' Anti-Tank Regime.rtt, ·Canadian Army in 
Eng!l.and, C&JPt. the Rev. B. Jeffery writes on March 9th 
of the beauties of the old land and the work of 'a padre: 

"This is the kind of day ·the !poets .rave 'about (yo.u 
know, oh to .be in 'Engl:and stuff) of oou·rse. we old i,n'habitants 
take it in our stride and say, Of course last year it Was 
much milder and so forth. You see when you 'have .been 
'Over 'here for 19 months or more and can lboast of 'having 
come ~'n Aug-Wilt '40, why you tell aH the newly a.rrived 
troops of the days w.ay .baCk when. . . . But the Sopl'ling l·s 
lovely and I do enjoy the warm weather much more than 
the cold, don't you? . 

"Yesterday was :lovely, too, al-thou·g:h the old chu·rc.h where 
ou·r ;parade was held had a temperature of 43 according· to 
the thermometer and the rector said ·that it was down, it 
usu .. Uy was 48 at least!· . 

'(We had a nice sing-songat ni·ght and I spoke on John 
.Mark the ·preacher who went Absent Without Leave. After
ward I had some ni·oo chats with the men ·and ·got ,to 'know 
some iif them a Uttle better which is a large .part of 1ihe 
job. But there are so many to know, and they change so 
much that -it seems an· endless job. . . 

"I spend a lot of ,time at the canteen at night, talking Wlith 
the men. It is an opportunity to get to know them, and some
times to' help them ~n their difficulties about 'home and so 
tonh. I try to point .them to Ohrist as ·the One Who does 
help 1n an circumstances and. to urge them to make open 
confession of Him. • • . I do a little .preaChing jn the churches 
around the country. It is ·a joy to· meet with the saints 
here and there.' . 

"Best ·10V'e to .. 11 at Jarvis Street." . 

Another epistle ·is from Mr. Cyril Leach, R.C.A.F., now in 
Victoria, B.C. He finds this "most English city in Canada" 
very beautitlll ,but .rather 'sleepy, and continues:. 

"Someti·mes I become lonesome for the finer things of 
life as also for Obristi'an feBowship. I think most ChrIstians 
in miUtary service ~perience this feeling also .•.. Now, 
even more than ever, the things of God, whether they are 
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_ found in nature, art, at church or in a person are, seemingly, 
more endoyable. . . -. There are times when I long for Semi
nary dayB. Hard though they we~ on our mental !pOW6rS, yet 
in our ,lectures -and discus'sions there was a:1waYB 'a deep 
sense of satisfactiWn ,to one's mind ·and heart. . . • As I 
live a new kind of life in the Force, and move among men 
of every description, 'I feel with goreat force ·the truth of the 
doctrines received at T.B.S •... May God, when the war is 
over, ~pen doors that were clo~. and continue Ito use 
YlOu. ••• 

"·OUi' service ·at cam!p is very flat and ilifeless. . . • Last 
Sunday there were mne airmen in -·attendance. • • • 0 tor a 
Sunday at Jams .St., hearing the doctor •••. ,. 

Rev. Adam and Mrs. Galt have a ·bUS)' ·ministry at Marietta, 
New York. Here it! the regular schedule: . 

"Monday is Bible ,Study night with the Skaneateles toika. 
Brother Sealey and I 'have been d'Oin'g- the teaching. Wed
nesday is Young People's night and we meet tor Bible 
Study and prayer and choi.r practice. 'rhuNday evening.we 
meet fO'!' the midweek prayer service. On Wlednesdays' :we 
teach 'a class ot twenty in 'a public sehoool in a nearby vinap. 

. 'l'b:e same ,lesson in JiOhn is taught in another school on 
T'hursdays. This Public School work has .been the means of 
reaching some ohildren w.ho never get any religio.us mst.rue
tion elsewhere, and' a good number have professed faith in 
Christ, though we have not ,given a public invitation. They 
responded to the teae'hdng ,.,f the Word. It is 'a ticklish 
business to keep the Trustee, Teacher and ·aU the parents 
happy and thus ensure 'Our continuance with the classes, but 
God h'as ,been good, and we even have a Romanist family 
in one school. We have a class of Hi·g.h School students on 
Friday at Skaneateles, and we share the time here with 
Brother Sealey ,.,f the Baptist Church there. He very 
grll;Cious~y . invited ·us to ·unite w!th 'his group and ·meet in 
theIr ·bw,lding. The reg,ulu servIces on the Lord's day are 
going on as usual. . Our missionary 'giving is improving and 
we hope to rearh a new record this year." . 

Miss Hazel Hudgin, not enjoying the best of health, is kept 
at home dn the viHage of Washago, a few mHes north of 
OrilIia, Ontario. Anxious to witness for the Lord. last sum
mer s:he held an o.pen-air meeting for ·tourist children each 
Wednesd'ay -afternoon, and the Lord blessed. When a local 
Sunday School reopened in October, she 'took a class of boys. 
S'he started with two or three, and now has sixteen, with 
mOr'e promising ·to come. In February, she writes, 

"I asked the boys if ;they would -like to have a class during 
the week, 'and ·have the .girls also join in. '1 then stari;ecl a clais 
every Wednesday from seven to eIght p.m .... The children 
have come out in larger numbers every time,' I really do 
not know where I shall take them if the olassgets much 
larger. Ou!' home is not very large and It will not 'hold 
many more. . . : M·ay I, th·rough God's Word, show them 
how im.p.ortant it is for them to accept Christ as their 
Saviour .... A father of one of the' boys came up to thank 
me for the interest I had been taking in the children. He 
said it made a difference in the home. His SOli had asked 
them whether he could say the blessing at the table and 
his prayers before he retired." 

Bible School Lesson Outline 
Vol. 6 Seeond Quarter Lesson 16 April ~9, 1942 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (TOT.) 

THE KINDNESS OF DAVID 
Lesson Text: 2 Samuel 9. 
Golden Text: "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 

that not of yourselves: it is the gift of Ged."- . 
Reading: 2 Samuel 10. 

The story of David's 'kindness -to Mephibosheth iUustrates 
a number of aspects of the 'Gospel of the grace of God as 
exercised t.oward guitty, but believmg ai~. 

King David himself initiated the search fO.r Mephibos-hetb. 
Left to ourselves, ·we never would have been saved, for we 
could do nothing to bridge the great gulf- between sinful man 
and our hooly God. But in sovereign love, lDlercy and wisdom 
rlihe Lord planned and Christ procured IOUl' ealvation (John 
16:16; 17:12; 1 Pet. 1:1-3). Ziba the servant carried ou.t the 
seareh, just as the Holy Spirit, the-Executive of the Godhead, 
seeks out the souls of men (John 16:7-11; Rev. 22:17). Re
deemed men and women also have the 'Privilege of going into 
the hi·ghwsya aJid byways with the menage of hope and aal-
vation I(Lk. 14:21, 23; 2 Cor. 6~17-21). . 

Poor Mephibosheth, helpless and hopele~, !ame in both 
feet, was indeed an object of pity, !but lhis relatifJnship to 
J'Onathan made him the subject of ~oving. attention. For 
Jonathan's sake he was summoned to the king's immediate 
'presence, ·and the kindness ot IGod was shown ·unto ihim :(1 
Sam. 18:3; 20:14, 17, 42). By nature we are ein:fuJJ., weak 
and utterly unworthy of the grace of God (Isa. 64:6; Lk. 
19:10; Rom. 6:6-8; 1 Tim. 1:16), but for Jesus' sake ·we are 
·accepted. He is the Beloved .one, and on the Ibasis of what 
He 1S and what He has done we ·may approach the Father 
with confidence (Rom. 6:2; Eph. 2:18; Heb. 10:19-22), know
ing that the holiness and the glory of Christ will cover aD 
our sin (Matt. 3:17; Acts 10:43; Eph. 1:6; Col. 1:14-22; 1 
John 2:12). -

It was necessary for Jonathan's son to Ileave ibis own home, 
if he would become a partaker of the king's grace. Similarly, 
Rebekah could not be a bride and 1'elJl'ain in her 'Own home 
(Gen. 24:'68-61). God translates the believing sinner from 
the kingdom of da.rkness into the kingdom of His dear Son 
(CtJl. 1:13). Urge the scholars to leave the ({ityof Destruc
tion and flee to the. Celestial City (Matt. 7:13,14). 

The salvation which was planned 'by God, purchased !for as 
·by Christ ont1le cross and m·ade effective by the Holy Spirit, 
·becomes IIlctual in the experienee of the believer when he 
receives Christ as His personal Saviour (Acts 13:39). How 
significant the meeting between the king and the' suppliant 
(Rom. 5:11-17; Eph. 2:13)! Mephibosheth knew that he 
wou-ld not ,be acCeptable to the king on the basis of his own 
character and worke, but -he wen.t to the palace with confi
dence, just as he was, trusting in the merit of another J,!::' 
1:17; 3:28; 4:4-6; Tit. 3:5). Humbly, reverently and -
fully he bowed b.efore David (Psa. 1.16:.12-19). . 

Our .Lord ea:l-1s each one of us iby iIlame, and Invites as to 
come to Him (Isa. 43:1; John 10:3; Rom. 1:7; 8:30), even as 
David called Mephi-bosheth. The coven'ant ibetween the Lord 
and the believer is sealed when we take Him at His word, and 
by faith answer His call (Eph. 1:13). In gratitude for our 
David's mercy and loving-kindness we shoUlld, .J.i:ke the son of 
Jonathan, yield ourselves to our King and tell Rim :that we 
win serve Him for ever (Acts 9:6; Rom. 6:13; 12:1; ReV. 
22:3,4). 

The human mind cannot ·fa1ib.om the' boundless mercy of 
God, any more than Mephibosheth could understand the kind_ 
ness of David ,toward one who thought that he was as worth
Ies's as 'a dead dog (Eph. 2:1-7; 3:17-19; Col. 2:13). But let 
us joyfully trust· the 'Love of .God. ·which ,is too vaSt for IUS 
to comprehend (Psa. 62:8; 86:13; 103:4; 106:-1; lsa. 64:10; 
Rom. 11:33-36). . 

• The son 0:( Jonathan was no longer ,poor (2 Cor. 8:9)~ He 
was openly acknowledged to be his father's heir, oand the 
famiIy estates were publicly restored to him (Lk. 12:8; Rom. 
8:17; Eph. 1:11; 1 Pet. 1:3, 4). We have a vast inheritance 
in Chriet. -

Mephioboshe1ib. wou-ld gladly ihave -ta:ken the place of a slave 
in the king's .palace,but he was exalted to the position of a 
son; he became an honoured member of the king's family 
(Lk. 15 :18-24). We, too, are sons of God 'by faith In Chr1at
(John 1:12; Gal. 4:7; Eph. 1:6). The new :prince was called 
to :feast con·tinu:ally at the k,ing's table, where 'abundant pro
vision was made ftJr his need (2 Sam. 19:28; .Song of Sool. 
2:4; John 6:37; Phil. 4:19). There q at!ways ",bread enough 
and to spare" in our Father'a :house (Lk. 15:17; John 4:13, 
14; 6:36; 10:10), and we may enjoy tull felloWB'hip 'and com
munion with Him 'IlS ~ partake of His bounty (1 Car. 1:9; 
10:16; 1 John 1:3; Rev. 3:20). . . . 

Jer.us&!lem, the city of David, became the settled dwell:ing
:place of Mephibosheth. .our Saviour' has gone to prepare a 
place for us !in H,is Father's house, and one day He :win come 
for us ·and take ·us Home, ·that ~ mli'Y abide with Him for 
ever (Joohn 14:1-6; 17:24.; 1 Thess. 4:17; Rev. 21:8)1 


