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'''For then shaH be ,great tr~bu1ation, such a'S was not since the beginning of the 
world to this time, no, no.r ever shad.l be.' ' 

"And except those days should be shortened, there' should no flesh be saved: but 
for the e'lect',s sake those days shan ,'be shortened."-Matthew 24:21, 22., 

The Scripture admonishes us, "Be ye not unwise, but 
understanding what the wUl of the Lord is." That should' 

'<>. be the supreme concern of everyone who has been born 
again, who is a child of faith. We have been brought 
under a new authority. We know no higheJ:' law than the 
will of God; and for us, the will of God is revealed in 

,the Word of God. This point, 1 shall not argue this 
evening, but content myself with the assertion that, to us 
who worship 'in this place, the Bible--our Modernist· 
friends to the contrary notwithstanding~is the divinely 
'inspired, infallible, and therefore supremely authorita­
tive Word of God. 

To that Court we "br'ing our case; ,and it should be our 
endeavour to learn exactly what the Word of God teaches 
in respect' to all matters related to the individual Chris-

,tian life, and to the world at large, now and in the 
future. 1 must not come to the Bible to establish my 
position. '1 must not use the Bible in order to obtain 
sanction for my opinions. 1 must come to it sincerely 
desiring to know what the Bible teaches on any subject­
whether it be the doctrine of the 'Lord's coming, or any 
other subject. 1 at least know no higher authority than 
the Holy Scriptures which' are to me the inspired Word 
of God. 

It is very wise, 1 think, frequently to re-examine the 
foundations of our faith. We are told to examine our­
selves whether we be in the faith. We are told to "give 
diligence to make (our) calling ,and election Bure". We 

are instr.ucted ,to "prove all things"; and to "hold fast 
that which is' good". Trut~ will always bear re-examina­
tion. If what you 'believe, is really true, it will not do it 
any harm to bring it to the Scripture, and test it by the 
Word of God. It will only confirm you in your f'aith if, 
on examination, you discover that the thing you believe 
is that which the Bible teaches. ' . ' 

If you sincerely desire to know the truth, you will be 
willing to 'bring all y,our religious opinions to the Word 
of God, and if you find they are not in harmony with the 
teaching of Scripture, but are contrary thereto, you will 
correct. them, and you will be courag~ous enough to 
say, "I ~as mistaken. 1 had thought for myself, or had 
allowed someone else to think for me; but, bri~girig these 
things to the Word of God, I find 1 was wrong, and 1 
accept .the teaching of ;Scripture." , ' 
, We may any of us be mistaken as individuals. I have 

endeavoured, through a somewhat extended period, to 
practise the accurate quotation of Scripture. 1 remem-

'ber reading, when 1 was quite a youth, a saying of Mr. 
Spurgeon, to the effect that those of us who profess to 
believe in verbal inspiration mus' be at pains to be ver­
bally correct. It is Burprising how easy it is for us ,to 
fall into error. 

1 notice a certai~ man who is reputed to be a great 
Bible teacher-I shall not give. you my opinion for the 
moment-saYB that there can be no new light on propli-' 
ecy. You cannot do much with a man like' that. You 

• 
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. . 
cannot' improve upon perfection;. and it is folly to argue I say, we need to re-examine this subject-not neces­
with finality or infallibility. If any ma~ says, "I know sarily. to surrender our opinions, certainly not unless the 
the truth; there is no new light", we may as well say, Scripture forces us to do so. We can re-examine our 
Good bye. He may 'be right or wrong, but it is useless position without h~at. I remember 'being in a minister's 
to discuss a question with any mind .that .is thus locked home one Sunday evening, to have a little chat after the 
and barred against any possible new light, by saying service. His .wife was t.he teacher of a very large Bible 
there can be none. B.ut if and when we really desire to class. She asked me a question about the ·Lord's return, 
know the will of God,and not to prove ourselves to be and related events .• I said, ·'Mrs. 'So-~nd-So, I fear you 
right, there wiII not 'be much difficulty in finding what would be.come rather warmed up. I know your position, 
the will of the Lord is. Our great task is to' rid our- and I thInk perhaps you know mine. Were we to beBin 
selves of' our preconceptions, and to come with open a discussion of this matter, you might become annoyed. 
minds to the 'Word of God, and let the Bib]e speak to us There is no profit in that, so let us not discuss it." She 
for itself. '. said, "No; I will not. I promise you I will keep sweet 

I remember on another subject, an experience I had about it." "You 'are sure? All right, get your Bible." 
some years ago before I became Pastor of this church. I asked her to. open it at the twenty-fourth chapter of 
The membership of the church I then served was some Matthew, partIcularly the verses I !have read for a text. 
five 01' six hundFeds, and I had a list of members. In- What .is the general position occupied by those who 
c]uded in the list waS the name of one of the deacons perhaps specialize on the Lord's return and the millennial 
below whose name I ha!d left a blank-his wife was not . question? . It is to this ef£ect-I can only 'state it in 

. a member of the church. One day I ~layfully showed brief. !It is. held that Christ will come for His saints 
him my list, and asked, "Do you see the blank under. your first, and that there remains nothing more which musi 
name?" "Yes; why is it there?" "That is for the necessarily be fulfilled before His coming for His saints. 
name of your wife." "I wish you success", he replied; "J Therefore He may come at any moment. That is what 
have made no impression so far." is sometimes called "the any-moment" theory, or the 

The wife was a godly woman she came to church regu- "imminence" of the Lord's return. They teach that He 
]arly, and took part in the chu~ch activities, and seemed m'ay. come. at ,any time; ~nd tliat we ought now to be ex­
to 'be a spiritually-minded woman. One day when I pectIng HIm; that He WIll come' for His saints. 
dropped into their home she said, "I am ou.t of condition Then, in this view, some time later, Christ will come 
spiritually. I am not just right, and I do not know what ·with His ·saints. When He comes for His saints they 
is the matter. I want to be right, I really want to know will be raptured, cauglit up to meet .the Lord in the air. 
and do the will of God." "Are you sure?" She said, "I In due time, He will come back again with His saints, 
think I am." "Make sure of that first. Go to tne Lord and between the time of His coming for His saints, and 
and put yourself before Him, and tellHim that you have His coming with ~issaints, there is usually said to be 
come as a scholar to His schoo], and that you are ready a period of something like seven years. 
to hear His word and to obey." "I think I have done I received a paper from the United States that was 
that, but I will do as you say. What next?" "'When supposed to be pubUshed the day after th~ rapture. 
you have done that, I suggest another step. Open your People were everywhere missh;lg-from the office, from 
Bib]e, and see what it. has to say about ,that which prop- the 'shop, from Sunday School, from the . railroads from 
erly should stand on the threshold of the Christian life, . their homes. The believing 'people had been ::aught 
see what the Bible has to say about baptism." "Do not away, and the rest had been ·'left". 
talk to me a'bout baptism," she exclaimed, almost crossly. The one who hinders or "lets", according to this view, .0 

"I 'am not going to," I replied. "Neither will the Lord is the Ho]y Spirit. "He who now letteth or hindereth 
while you are in that attitude. I thought you were will- will.·hinder, until he is taken out of the way." Christ 
ing to hear what the ~rd had to say, and to obey it?" "I m~y come at any m~ment, it. is ·alleged, and rapture 
think 'I am; but I have had sermons and tracts upon bap- HIS churc}l, gather It away, ·and simultaneously the 
Hsm pus~ed upon me for years." I said, "I a!" not going Spi:it's ministry will be terminated. The special di'spen-
:to give you a sermon or a tract. I am not gOIng to waste sabon of the Holy. Ghost will end, and then the ]awlestl 
a minute on you until you are ready to hear what the 'one will be·revealed; and for the first three and a half 
Lord says, and ready to do what He teaches. Will you years the world will have rather a quiet time-:,not the 
do that?" "quiet time" of the Oxford Group however, but still there 

I said Good bye, and went 'away. About two weeks will not be ·any very great trouble. .. 
afterwa~ds this lady sent for me, and when I called I said, -Many of the Jews will have returned to Jerusalem, 
"What is'wrong now?" "I thought you would have come and others will return during that time. They will ea­
to see me again." "I had n() intention of doing so." tablish themselves in Palestine, and will rebuild the 
"Well I 'have sent for you." "What. for?" "I want to temple. Then, in the middle of this seven years Anti­
be .b~ptized next Sunday." ",What has happened?" "I christ will break his covenant with the Jews. Then the 
am ashamed to tell you. I was brought up in a Meth- Great Tribulation will set in. Though it is a time of 
odist home, and I was prejudiced. Whenever I opened g~eat tribulation, during those years the greatest re­
my Bible, I read into it what I had been ·taught. After VIva] the world has ever known is to take place. Not the 
you called the other day, I did go before the Lord and church but the Jew,s will be ~he evangelists of the world. 
say, 'Lord, if there is anything in this, show it to me; I ~\fte; the .sa]t of the .earth IS gone, and the Holy Spirit 
am ready to do anything I find the Word of God teaches IS WIthdrawn, a multItude that no man can number, not 
me.' The moment I approached the Word of God in that of Jews only but of Gentiles, are to be converted-dur­
attitude it was as plain as day." I explained that that is ing the Great Tribulation. At the end of it, Christ is to ~ 
what th~ Scripture says: "If any man wiiIeth to do his ~ome, 'and. ~ntichrist will "be destroyed. That, in brief, 
will, he shall know of the doctrine." IS the poSItion. 
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I. 
I shall begin by asking, WHAT ARE ·SOME OF THE CHAR­

ACTERISTICS OF THIS -GREAT TRmULATION OF WHICH THE 
SCRIPTURES SPEAK? . 

Certainly it does not .1'I'/,ean tribulation in general. The 
Lord J'esu,s said, "In the world ye shall have tribulation." . 
The Apostle Paul said, "We glory in tribulations also." 
I think there will be general agreement on thi,s point, 
that throughout the ,Christian era, those who' have en­
deavoured to live godly in ,Christ Jesus have suffered 
persecution. It is no easy thing to be a Christian now: 
it has never been easy. True believers have always had 
tribulation. . 

But that is not the tribulation of which my text speaks. 
This is to be a.n incomparable tribulation-nothing like 
it before, nothing like it afte·rward. Surely that is clear. 
This is the great tribulation of which ,Christ speaks, 
"Such as was not ·since the beginning of the world io 
this time, no, nor ever shall be." That iog the great 
tribulation. I 'shall not discuss how. ,long it may be, 
whether sev·en years or three ·and a half years--or a mil-

. lenni urn or more. Mr. Churchill said some time ago~ that 
Hitler decided when the war should begin: we ·shall de­
cide when it will end. That is an important matter. 
Whatever differing opinions there may "be ·among us as 
to when this tribulation begins, or began, there will be 
unanimity of opinion 'respecting its termination: it will . 
end at the revelation of Jesus Christ, when He will de­
stroy Antichrist at His coming. 

Once more!. this grel!t tribulation iog usually identified 
with the rule of AnticMist; ·whoever he or it m'ay be, it 
fs while this person is ~xalting "himself_ above all that is 
called God, or that is worshipped; 'so that he as God sit­
teth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is 
God," that then the great tribulation will prevail. 

I think it is a sound principle of interpretation to in­
terpret the 'symbolic scriptures ,by the plain statements of 
the Word of God; but in the Book of Revelation we have 
a description, very probably of the rule of Antichrist, 
when "'a beast riseoS up out of the sea," and so on. 

I have heard and read descriptions of the great tribu­
lation. I was at a meeting in London, and sat in a back 
seat in Kingsway Hall. I heard an eminent physician 
by the' name of Scofield-not the author of the Scofield 
Bible--a patriarchal gentleman who, through some in­
firmity, was obliged to 'sit in hioS chair while speaking. He 
described the great tribulation--'blood to the. horses 
bridles, 'and I know not what else. He spared no effort 
to paint a very terrible picture, and I do not suggest he 
did or could exaggerate the horror of it. But when he 
had thus painted it in the most lurid colours imaginable, 
he paused, and, in almost ecstatic tones, clasping his 
hands, exclaimed, "But, my 'brethren, we 'shall not be 
there!" And from all over the hall there was a chorus 
of responses, "Hallelujah", and "Amen". 

I do not believe that view has a vestige of scriptur·al 
support. 1 'am as' convinced as I ·am that. two and two 
make four, that it i,s a figment of the human imagina­
tion; and that it has been and still is entertained by hun­
dreds of thousands, perhaps millions of Christian people, 
without a vestige of scriptural warrant. We ·shall see 
whether that be true or not. 

Certainly this tribulation is a very terd·ble period, so 
terrible that it 'would be unendurable to mortal flesh were 
it prolonged. Jesus Christ Himself said, "Except those 

day.s should be ,shortened, there should no flesh be saved." 
If they were extended indefinitely, mortals could not 
bear it. ';But for the elect'.s sake those days shall be 
,shortened." Who the "elect" are, is a qu.estion Which. I 
reserve .for a little later consideration. I think, then, we 
shall agree that the tribulation, the great tribulation: 
whatever it is, whenever it begins, however long it ·may 
continue', whether from the -siege of Jerusalem forward, 
or, 'as some contend, for about seven yeaM, will end with 
the manifestation of Jesus Christ. in glory when He 
comes "in flaming fire taking vengeance on t!lem that 
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our .Lord 
Jesus Christ;". for it is'said of that day that the lawless 
one shall be consumed "with the spirit of his mouth, and 
(destroyed) with the brightness of .his coming." There-

. fore the one who causes the great tribulation, though al­
lowed of God, will be consumed, destroyed; and the Lord 
Jesus shall be manifest. It is well to begin where we 
can agree. You may not agree with the .propodtion I 
am arguing, but you' will agree that the great tribula­
tion will be end£:d with the coming of Christ. 

II. 
WHAT OF THE RAPTURE? You have heard the rapture 

passage from I. Thessalonians read this evening. It is a 
certainty. It is a promise that" will be fulfilled. Paul said, 
"I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concern· 
ing them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as 

. others which have no hope. . For if we believe that Jesus 
died and· rose again, even 'so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say· unto you 
by the word of the Lord, that' we which are alive and re­
main unto the ~oming of the Lord 'shall not prevent th.em 
which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of. the arch­
angel, and with the trump of God : and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: then we which ~ alive and remain shall 
be eaJlght up together with them in the clouds, to m'!et 
the Lord in tlie air : and so shall we ever be with the. 
Lord." 

If you believe in the inspiration of Scripture, if you 
believe the Bi·ble is the word of God, you cannot escape 
acceptance of the teaehing that the blood-bought church 
of Christ, believers in Him, are to be raptured, caught' 
'up to meet the Lord in the air. 

I will go farther and say that the ra.pture is not it 
secret event. It is quite popularly held that the Lord 
will ,steal down upon His people, and they will be secretly 
caught away--no one will ·see or hear ·them go. Later 
it will be discovered that a great host of believing 
people 'are missing. Where is it in the Word of God '! 

. Certainly, it is not in the ohapter which Mr. Brown read, 
for there it 'says, "'The Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God." If language means anything. it 
sur.ely must mean that He will come. "with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God." 
If you can make a secret- coming of that, language has 
no significance at all. 

I believe in the personal, visible, return of the Lord-
. and I also believe in the audible 'return of the Lord. 

"Shout", "voice of the archangel", ·and· "the trump of 
God". In the chapter from which our text is taken, we 
ar·e told, '''Immediatelyafter the tribulation of those 
days 'shall the sun be darkened, and the moon 'shall not 
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give her light, and the stars shall fall fr6m heaven, and parousia. I think Ii careful examination ·of those pas­
the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: and then 'shall sages, will show that these words describe varying but 
appear the sign of. the Son of man in heaven: and then' simultaneous aspects of.the same event, the second advent 
shall all the tribes 'of the earth mourn, and they shall See of our Lord. 
the !Son ot man coming in the clouds of heaven with Observe, further, verses six and seven of the ·first 
power and great glory." There can be nothing secret chapter of Thessalonians. Listen'to this': "It is a right­
about that. He wiII be heard, and He will be seen. eous thing with God: to. recompense tribulation to them 
Again: "Behold he cometh with clouds; and every eye that trouble you.: and .to you. who. are troubled rest with 
shall see him, and they aIso which pierced him: and all us." Those who afflict the saints are themselves to be 
kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him." afflicted by a divine visitation; ·and "it is a righteous 

The New TestOiment does not tell us that the Lord thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that 
Jes7J..s will come two more times. He has come once, and trouble you, and to you. who. are troubled rest with u-s"­
He "shall appear a second time". I do not read of a when? At the parousia.. Meaning, as it is alleged, that 
third coming. That idea of c~ming tor His sainb first, He comes invisibly, 'silently, catching' His saints away, 
and with His saints afterward, makes two more comings; distributing His rewards to the saints? Nothing of the 
and in order to accommodate that view to the Scripture kind-"To you who are troubled rest with us, WHEN THE 
which says there are' only two altogether-"He s!lall ap· LoRD JESUS SHALL BE REVEALED FROM HEAVEN WITH HIS 
pear the 'second time~'-the pr:e-tribulation rapturists" MIGHTY ANGELS." . 
have to make His coming for Hi-s saints a secret event. There is another ver!le--and I am. going to use Dr 
Surely there ca·n be found no scriptural warrant for that. Scofield's Bible this time,..--the third chapter of Revela-

I had rather an interesting. thing brought to my tion, verse ten. l.t is part of the message that was ad­
attention the other day. A woman recently converted in dressed to the church at Philadelphia: "Because thou 
Kapuskasing, from Roman Catholicism, Mrs. Oscar hast kept the word of my.patience, I also will keep thee 
Riche.r, when the priest came to enquire ·as to why she . from the hour of' temptation; which shall come upon all 
was leaving the Roman Catholic 'Church, had a great the world, to try them. th·at. dwell upon the earth." 
many questions waiting for him. She had one I had I cannot tell you how many times that. verse has been 
never heard befo~e. When he came she ~aid: I'! want . quoted to me as.a proof-text of the rapture of the church, 
you to look at thIS: you tell me that ChrIst IS In that before the tribulation; A dear friend of mine, one whom 
little cabinet that you lock. My Bible says, ''If they shall I love in the Lord, and in whom I 'believe, whose genuine· 
say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: ness asa Christian and as a 'sound evangelical, I glory in, 
behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it lI:ot'." but with whose 'eschatology I do not agree, wrote me a 
Who taught her that? letter and quoted that text, and said, "What can it mean 

The same principle is applicable to the whole question .but the rapture -of the church before the great tribula­
of'the Lord's coming. If anyone tells you that the Lord tioLl?" Scofield has a note here, ·in the margin, which 
is coming secretly, the Bible 'say-s you are not to believe says of "the hour of temptation": 
.it; He will not come -secretly; He will come openly; He ' "Tribulo.tion. (the gr6llt) Rev. 7,13-14. iPsa 2'5' Rev 7 '14) will come like the lightning. Let me quote that text . . .. ., . 
with 'its context: "Wherefore if they Shall say unto you, I -spoke to a conference of ministers in New York 
Behold, ·he is. in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is State a year or so ago, and I quoted the letter to which 
in the -secret chambers, believe if not. For as the light- I have referred. They ·had asked me to speak on this sub­
ning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the ject, and I asked them to examine that text. To whom was 
west; -so shall also the coming of the Son of man be." it written?' "To the angel of the church at Philadelphia." 

Someone may say, "But there i·s a very important point "Was there ·a church at Philadelphia?" They agreed 
which, ·so far, you ihave .not dealt with. Do you not that there was a church' in Philadelphia of ancient time­
know that in the two epistles to the Thessalonians, there not a mythical church; but a real church that had an 
are three words used to describe the coming of the Lord 1 historic existence. "Very well, to whom· was that word 

We are told that the Greek·word translated "coming" addressed? Certainly, primarily, to the church at Phila­
(pa.rousia) -may be translated "presence", and does not delphfa'; and however wide the application may be in 
necessarily imply visibility. The ·second word in its principle, it must 'have had its primary application to the 
Anglicized form is epiphany (epiphaneia) which means church to whom it was then addressed." . 
appearance, 'brightnes!l, manifestation. The third word When Paul wrote to 'the Galatians, did he not intend 
is apokalupsis, or, in its Anglicized form, apocalypse; that the ;Galatians should -make appIicaiion of his epistle 
this word means revelation. Our friend-s tell us thaf to themselves? It is for you and me; also, but primarily 
the parousia, the coming; the epiphany, or the rno,ni- his letters were written to the Romans, the .Corinthians, 
testation; and the apocalypse, the 'revelation, the com· the Galatians, the Ephesians, the ,Colossians, the PhiIip­
plete disclosure, ·are different stages of the same event. pians, the Thessalonians, and ISQ on, Here is a letter 
You ·have only to read Thessalonians where these verses that was add'ressed to the church' at Philadelphia, and 
occur to ·see that that, to say the Mast, is a very doubtful they were -commended fOl' having kept the word of .Hi-s 
theory. T·he same word (parousia) is used of the coming patience, and not having denied His na-me; and ·because 
of Antichrist ·as i·s used of the coming of ,Christ, and cer- of that, they were promised a particular reward. What 
tainly the coming of Antichrist will not 'be seCret. He is was ihe rew.ard?· "I also will keep thee from the hour 
to be "'revealed", ·but ·his "coming" is spoken of too, of temptation, which 'shall"come upon all the world, to 

,_ "whose coming is after the working of Satan with all try them that dwell upon the earth," . 
power and signs and lying wonder,g." Surely that indi- Said my friend, in his letter, "What can that mean but 
cates a manifest coming. Antichrist is to be destroyed the great tribulation?" My answer is, "I do not know 
by the brightness of His coming, the epiphaneia of his quite what it means, I only bow that 'it cannot possibly 

( 
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. mean the great tribulation, if the tribulation -is what, authority to say that the return of a few hundred thou-' 
and is to be when, you say it is. You say the great sand Jews to Palestine is the -budding of the fig tree?" 
tribulation is still future. Now it is historically indis· There was a little boy who was brought up in a 'home 
putable that the last member of the church at Phila- where he had heard his father and . mother discuss this 
delphia was laid in .hi-sgrave over eighteen hundred years question, and affirm that the Gospel of Matthew was 
ago, that they all died over eighteen hundred years 'before written for t~e Jews. He knew it; he had heard it again, 
the great tribulation began, ·accordIng to your theory. and again, and again. One day this little fellow, the 
Therefore how in the name of common sen'se can a prom- 'scion of a pious family, got into a fight-as little boys 
ise made to people who died over eighteen centuries ago. may do. It was a real fight, and he gave one of the 
promising' them deliverance from a certain 'temptation', neighbour boys a real trouncing. W·hen he came in, 
or '"tribulation', have been fulfilled if that tribulation victorious but not without some scars of the battle, his 
is still future? You cannot have it both ways." mother said, "What have you been doing?" "1 have 

Is that conclusive? When I said that to those minis- been fighting."- "With whom have you 'been fighting?" 
terial brethren, onew-ho was the author of a theological He told -her. "What were you fighting for?" "He started 
text-book and a professor -in ·a· cer·tain seminary, who it; he hit me first." "'But do you not know that the Bible 

.held to the Scofield eschatology, enquired, "May not that says you should turn the' other cheek?" "You cannot 
have been the ,Lord's way of delivering them from put that over me; that is in Matthew, and that is for the 
temptation, from the 'great tribulation?" I said: "] Jews." , \ 
should like to und-erstand yoh;correct me if I am wrong, Do you not 'see how such cutting and carving of the 
Do you m'ean that the Lord fulfilled that promise, and Word of. God must destroy th~ authority of Scripture 
delivered the Philadelphia church from the great tribula: ~ to those whoso believe-even with a little child? We 
tion, which even 'now you. 'say is yet future, by letting' are told that Matthew's .Gospel" is 'not for us, it is not 
them die nearly nineteen hundred years before the tribu- for the church. The ,Sermon on the Mount was not for 

. lation began? Is .that what you.mean?" "Yes." "Doc- the people to whom the Lord Jesus delivered that ad­
tor", I said, "are .you serious, or is that a joke? You will dress. It is not for anyone but the ,citizens of the king­
admit that during the .intervening centuries there have dom that is to be established some time .by and by. If 
been countless millions of Christians,. nominal, and even you can swallow that, you might well compete with 
'real, who did not keep the word. of His patience, who the whale that .swallowed Jonah. I cannot. That teach. 
were not, pn the ground of such faithfulness, entitled to ing is not in the Book-in Matthew or anywhere else. 
that -particular reward, who also were allowed to die?" If the "elect" are in the world during the great 
Turning to the company I said, "'Brethren, what our tribulation, who .are they? There are some who are 
professor-friend has said is one of the finest illustrations called "elect according to the foreknowledge of God 

_ of the absurd lengths to which that theory must drive the Father, throug.h ·sanctification of the Spirit, unto 
. one." obedience and sprinkling of the 'blood of Jesus Christ." 

. If the tribulation is yet future, that 'promise to the . We are all "elect" if we are believers. And who dares 
Philadelphia Chur.ch cannot possibly be fulfilled to the to say that the "'elect" in Matthew's Gospel are the 
Philadelphians Who are already dead. Therefore it ·.can- Jews, unless the Bible itself so . affirms? Unless· you can 
'not· possibly refer to ;the rapture of the -Church before establish the Jewish character of Matthew's Gospel, 
the tribulation, ·since both .aresaid to ,be future. and strip it of alLauthority ·for Gentiles, your whole 

Why cannot the "rapture precede the tribulation? pre-tribulation ·theorycomes tumbling down in a crash, 
"Except thpBe days should be shortened, there should no on .the strength of that one verse. It annihilates the 
flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall whole theory. The "elect" ,will' still be here during the 
be shortened.'" I said to the wife of my ministerial great tribulation. For their sakes, in pity for them, 
friend to whom I have referred in our'discussion, "What God will shorten it. . 
do you make of that?- There are no elect; ,they are all The coming of our Lord is .to be preceded by a great 
gone;. the church is gone before the great tribulation apostasy. Yes, but what is that? Some say it is 
begins." "Oh, do you not know that the.'elect' there present-day Modernism. I grant you that the modern 
means the Jews?" I replied, "1 was waiting to hear you church, of all denominations, is largely an apostate 
say that. It is your turn, now give me your authority." church. I do not hesitate to 'say so. T'here ;has been a fall· 
"Ah, 'but it does!" "I' know, but that does not carry ing away from the faith---and that is bad enough. But 
weight with me. I want your authority." "It is in is that the apostasy spoken of here? I wish some of my 
Matthew's Gospel, and !\;latthew's Gospel was written for brethren would be a little more diligent in the reading 
the Jews." "Yes, you say so. So do many others. But of history than they are. . 
what is yo~r authority?" "But it is so!" I replied and Think of the apostasy issuing in the Roman Catholic 
still reply, "You cannot ·find ·it in the Scripture, for the Church from the time of ,Constantine down. Think of a 
simple and sufficient reason that it is ~ot there." "But Church with more than three hundred million followers, 
there is' the fig tree-'When his branch is yet tender, with a man at their head who arrogates to himself the 
and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is attributes of God, and whose followers call him, "Our 
nigh.' The fig tree means the Jew-s, and the budding of Lord God the Pope"! Ther:e was a time when in all 
the fig tree is the Jew returning to Palestine-and they Europe there was scarcely a ray of light. Bad as we 
are going back now." I answered, "You say the fig tree are to-day, I do not think. we are as bad as . Europe was 
means the Jews; but on what ,Scriptural authority?" in that day; You must go farther back than these last 
"But it does!" "The Bible does not say so: 'Behold the twenty-five or fifty years since Modernism put the chu~ch 
fig tree, and ALL .THETREES; when ,they now shoot forth: on the toboggan slide, to find the 'beginning of the -great 
ye see and know of your own selves that summer is now apostasy. Present-day ·Modernism is doubtless a part of. 
nigh at -hand.' So saith the Scripture, but who- has it, bu~ the falling .away is surely centuries old. The 
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Church of Romp. is not only a harlot, but the mother of 
harlots. Most of the hfi!resies that have cUl"sed the 
~hurch, have emanated from Rome. 

In the ,chapter Mr. Brown read to you, we are told that 
, that day of. the Lord will not come "except there come a 

faIling away first, and that man of sin -be revealed, the 
son of perdition.'; In other words, the revelation of 
Antichrist himself will precede the revelation. of Christ. 
Paul, writing to the Thessalonians, said, "Do not be 
deceived by what others say." I think he meant that. 
Some have thought that a forged letter. had been sent 
in his ·name. That· may have been; or he may mean, 

- "';1 do not want you' to misunderstand my first' letter." 
Many of us have had to write a second letter to correct 
a wrong impression created by the first one. Be that as 
it may, until Antichrist is revealed, ,Christ will not rome. 

Will He come at any momerit? J. do not think so. 
Someone 'says, "But the early church expected him at any 
moment." N~; they did :not. Peter did not: he knew 
he was going to die. Paul did not: he knew he was going 
to die. I do not think it can 'be said that the apostolic 
church believed in the imminence of the Lord's return. 
I do not. I' believe in the certainty of it. I am sure 
He is coming.'. His coming will be personal, audible, 
visible. lIe will surely come. 'Bltt I thin~ that if you 
follow the ·simple statement of Scripture that certain 
thing·s must first take place, and that until they have 
taken place, Chri:t will not come, you will save yourselves 
many difficulties. 

Someone sent me a letter· that had been written by a 
man in England, addressed to a Certain man who is a 
noted ".Bi,ble teacher". This brother writes two long 
pages-read the letter in the current issue of THE Gos­
PEL WITNESS whic1! you may get at the door. The writer 
complimented the "Bible teacher" on some of his· -books, 
and urged him to write another, for said ·he, "The time 
has come when people should be aroused to look for the 
Lord's return, to expect it." The letter was dated in. 
April of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight. He said he 
had been a student of chronological prophecy for fif~y. 
year.s., and was sure the church would be raptured 10 

nineteen hundred and thirly-eight or nineteen hundred 
and thirty-nine, but he was incli-ned to think in. the 
earlier year. The Antichrist, after the church was gone, 
was to be revealed. That was to take place between nine· 
teen thirty-nine 'and nineteen forly-six, and he would 
reign rather 'quietly until nineteen hundred and forty­
three. Then the Great Tribulation would break out. 
Well, my calendar tells me it is nineteen hundred and 
forty-and if the church has ,been raptured, I have not 
heard of it. I ·hope to go when that day comes, but I 
have .not heard of anyone's being "'missing~'. 

What folly! Is thel"e anything that has discredited 
the precious doctrine of the ·second coming of our Lord 
as have these baseless 'speculations-until reasonable men 
have turned against it. When the subject is mentioned, 
they say, "Oh, we are weary of speculation about Anti-

.. christ and Armageddon." 
I knew a certain man who had written a book. It was 

on the press, a wonderful book! One day he picked up· 
his new.spaper-and he had to go to the telephone and 
shout, "·Stop the press." He had to go down and take one 
chapter out! 

. You Ihave not to amend the Bible like that. Let us 
believe in the Lord's return with all our hearts. I -believe 
the doctrine, the truth of the second coming of Christ is 

as much a part of the revelation of God as that of the 
first comi.ng. It is the complement of the fir.st. He must 
·come again. But let us not occupy 'our minds with these 
useless speculations, pr allow our' imaginations to sub­
·stitute our own thinking for that which the Word of God 
plainly teaches. 

.only this word. You ask, "Does it matter?" I 
think it matiers. While I glory in Dr. Scofield's loyalty 
to evangelical principles, I doubt whether. any greater 
harm has been done to the· ·Christian Church in many 
centuries than has been done by the teaching of the notes 
of this book respecting the coming of the Lord. It i,s shot 
full of error. The church is to be caught away; the 
Spirit of God is to be withdrawn--'8o they interpret,.' 
"He that now hindereth will hinder until he be taken 
out of the way"-and after that, with no church, and· no 
Holy Spirit with His peculiar and special function to 
convince of sin-after that, the greatest revival the' 
world has ever known will take place! Brethren, I be­
lieve that that is a dangerous heresy. I say "heresy"-­
for that it surely is. People are led to assume we shall 
have a revival after the Lord'.s coming. We shall be 
looking down on it from' heaven. The Jews, or at least 
a "remnant" will -be preaching the gospel, and thousands 
of people will be saved-without the Holy Spirit! With­
out the testimony of the church! 

Those who teach that Matthew is for the Jews, tell 
us that the Great ICommission was not intended for the 
church.' "Go ye into all the world and ·preach the gospel 
to every creature ... and, 10, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the age." T,hat was not given to the 
Christian church. That and all that is in Matthew was 
intended for the Jew, atter the church has been rap­
,tured! I call such teaching by the ugly name of heresy. 
It is a most dangerous doctrine. It disposes peopl~ to 
sit down with their arms folded, ·and wait for the coming 
of the Lord. "We cannot do much anyway. Everything 
is going to the devil, and we may as well sit and wait. 
After a while, we shall be caught away and the . Jews 
will succeed where we have failed." I cannot find any 
such teaching in the Bible. 

III. 
A FINAL WORD. In Peter's Second Epistle he warns 

the believers, "There ·shall come in the last days scoffers, 
. walking after their own lusts, and saying, Wh~re is the 
promise of ,his coming? for sinCe the fathers fell asleep, 
all things continue as they were from the beginning of 
the creation ... but -beloved, be not ignorant of t.his one 
thing, that one day is with the Lord asa thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but 
is longsuffering 'to usward, not willing that any should 
·perish, but that all should come to repentance ... where­
fore, beloved, seeing that ye lo.ok for such things, be dili­
gent that ye may be found. of him in peace, without 
spot, and ,blameless. And account that the longsuffering 
of our Lord is salvation." 

Did you hear that? Peter says, "You wonder why He 
does not come? It is because He is relu'ctant to termi­
nate the 'period of grace.- He delays the judgment. He 
waits, "not willing that any ·should perish, 'but that aU 
should come t.o repentance." When you get tired of 
waiting, :r;-emember there are a great many peopl,e not 
saved, and "account that the longsuffering of our Lord 
is salvation; even as our ,beloved brother Paul also ac-
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cording to the wisdom given unto ,him hath written unto 
you; a,s ·also in aU his epistles, speaking in them of these 
things; in which are some things hard to be understood, 
which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as 
they do also the other scriptures, unto their· own 
d.estruction." 

Peter .plainly teaches that the period of grace, the 
dispensation of grace, will end with the coming of 
Jesus Christ. There will not be millions sl1ved after 
the Lord comes. I can' find no 'such teaching. in the 
New Testament. Indeed, He 'wiII come "in flaming fire 
taking vengeance on them that know not God"-and 
what else ?-"and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." Why will He come? To take vengeance 
"on them that obey not the gospel of' olir Lord Jesus 
Christ"~not to give them another chance to repent 
and believe it. My brethren, "behold, now is the ac­
cepted time; behold, now is the day of ealvation." 

I do not know when the. Lord will come, but I do 
know-I am as sure of it, for myself, as of myOWD 
existence-that when at last Jesus .Christ comes down 
the skies, when that lightning ,flash shall sweep across 
the heavens, and the world shall be startled with the 
shout, and with the voice of the archangel and the 
trump of God, when that takes place, the doom of every 
unrepentant soul will 'be for ever settled; the day of 
grace will be over; the day of judgment will be ushered 
in. 

BeHeving all these things, what manner of men ou'ght 
we to be? What manner of men ought we to be? How 
earnestly oug,ht we to be beseeching others to believe 
on the Lord Jesus 'Christ, lest the Master of the house 
should rise and shut to the door, and men should stand 
without, knocking at the door Which' can' never be 
opened! May the Lord make us all "wise unto salva­
tion" for His mime's sake; Amen. 

The Meaning of the Parousia 
By Rev. W. Gordon Brown, ·M.A., Toronto Baptist Seminary 

Tohe foHowiri·g ar.tide 'has been ,prepared at the Editor's 
request by Mr. Brown, ,one of our P'rofess.o.rs 'Of Greek in 
TDronto Bwptist Seminary. We have asked for this 
article to rid the minds of ,some of unnecessary conf'u­
sion in respect to 'a 'su'bject in which some contr,oversial­
ists have ~nvoked "the origin8ll Greek" to support a 
"position Wh~oh is untenable in,any tanguage.-Ed. G.W. 

, . The word parousia occurs in the Greek o~ the ~ ew 
Testament twenty-four times in all. Of these the Auth­
orized Version (1611 A.D.) translates two by "pres­
ence" :, 2 Corinthians 10: 10, "his bodily presence is 
weak", and Philippians 2: 12, "not as in my presence only 
but now much more in my absence". The Revised Ver­
sion (English and American, 1881 A.D.) also translates 
"presence'" in Philippians 1 :26, "my presence with you 
again". Elsewhere the two versions agree on the trans­
lation "coming", but the Revision adds in the margin 
every time "Greek, presence". 

"Presence" and "Com,ing" 
For the, history of the word, one may say that in the 

c;lassical Greek the usual sense -was "a being the're, pres­
ence", whether of persons or things; it was, however, also 
used iIi the sense of "arrival", e.g., a "'coming" to a place. 

In the New Testament, as we have already ·seen, par­
ousia.two or -three times means "presence" in the sense of 

"being there". The other instances of the word mean 
"the presence of o~e coming, hence the coming, arrival, 
advent" (J. H. Thayer, Greek-English Lezicon of the 
New Testament). In one. double instance we have the 
"arrival" of a man, 2 ,Corinthians 7:6, 7, "'the coming of 
Titus ... his coming"; compare :PhilippiaDS 1 :26, of a 
return visit of the apostle Paul. The other eighteen in­
stances, with the exception of the one conce~ing the 
mocking "coming" of the man of sin, 2 Thessalonians 
2 :9, all refer to the i'return" of our Lord (but once of 
the "coming" of the day of God, 2 Peter 3:12). So in 
the ,Gospels the word occurs only in Matthew, and there 
only in the part of the d'is'course on last things recorded 
in chapter twenty-four, where we have it in verses 3, 27, 
37, 39. In Paul's writings we have parousia in 1 Cor­
inthians 15 :23; 1 Thessalonians 2 :19; 3 :13; 4 :15; 5 :23; 
2 'Thessalonians 2: 1, 8. (It occurs thus most often in 
these two ~pistles that have to do with the second com­
ing.) In the General Epistles we _have examples in 
J'ames 5:7, 8; 2 Peter 1:16; 3:4, 12; 1 John 2:28 
(where "in ,his (Christ's) parousia" is parallel to "he be 
manifested", from phaneroo, compare epiphaneia below). 

. It is interesting to note thai by such a post-apostolic 
Church Father as Justin the Philosopher and Martyr 
(died ·about 165 A.D.) 'parousia is used of 'both advents, 
called "the first parousia" and "the second parousia" 
'(Dialogue with Trypho, chapters 52, 151). 

But why did the ·New Testament 'writers pick ,such a 
term as parousia if they meant the "advent" of Christ 1 
There were other words to mean "coming", "arrival". 
There was eleusis (formed from the future stem of the 
verb erchomai, the common word to "come" or "gO") ; it 
may not have been a very common term, :but in Stephen's 
speech it is used of the first coming of ,Christ, "They 
killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the 
Righteous One" (Acts 7:52). Then there was the com­
mon enough aphizis "arrival", but in the New Testament. 
it occurs only in its ,secondary sense of "departure" (Acts 
20:29). ("Coming" in the Authorized Version of Mat-

,thew 24:48; 25:27; Luke 12:45; 18:5; 19:28; Romans 
15 :22 is in the Greek infinitive or participle of the com­
mon verb ,to "come", erchomai.) In Acts 13 :24 eisodos 
"way in, entrance", the opposite of ezodos "way out", 
our "exodus" is used of the first coming of Christ, but 
it is never employed of the second (compare, however, 
2 Peter 1 :11). . 

But why did the Spirit of God lead the author of the 
Gospel which g.ives our Lord's eschatological discourse 
most fully, the Apostle Paul, James the Lord's brother, 
Peter the "rock" and John the beloved, to use parousia? 
One name of our Lord is Emmanuel, "With us is' God", 
In Him God was present with men. When He ascended, 
His Spirit He sent, and that Spirit is present in every be­
lieving heart and so in the whole Church of' Christ on 
earth. But the Bride cries: "Bring near Thy presence, 
'come, Lord Jesus'." She asks for the parousia. 

"Royal Visit" 

But is that suggestion really the answer to our diffi­
culty? Why did the New Testament use pa.rousia to 
describe the "-advent" of the returning Christ? Here the' 
older scholars were puzzled. Modern excavation, espe­
cially in Egypt, has unearthed great numbers of 'bills, re­
ceipts, records, invitations, .etters~ etc., written in the 
common Greek of everyday life; and these papyri have 
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thrown a flood of light upon the meaning of many words 
in the New Testament. Inscriptions from Asia Minor 
and elsewhere have been collected, and from these, too: 

. we learn 'how people "in New Testament times expressed 
themselves .. 'This new 'knowledge offers us the reason 
why paroU8ia was', the word .. 

W·hen a ,king or ·emperor was to visit a ~ty, elaborate 
. preparations ·would be made, just as we Canadians de· 
lighted to prepare for the triumphal proce~sion across 
Canada, of our gracious King. and 'Queen .last year. 
Gifts would be collected, crowns made, and all for the 
paroU8ia., as they called it, of royalty. The Latins called 
it ad'IJentu8, our "advent". Sometimes .the Gree~-speak­
jng peoples called the "visit" .epiphaneia "'manifestation", 

. "appearing", our "epiphany"-the epi·phany of the king. 
. This was natural. The .emperor was thought to be a god, 
·and to him temples .were built for worship. When the 
emperor came, their imperial "god and saviour" Was 
manifest. 

The Christians knew well the terminology of emperor' 
worship, in prqtest against which they were ·soon to ·suf· 
fer terribly. Said they in effect l "We .'have ·a God, and 
our God will come Himself and manifest His glory. We 
look for Hi·s parousiq, and the epiphaneia of the·Sav.iour. 
We would 'prepare for Him. We have been 'saved by His 
first parousia, we await His second parousia, the I'oyal, 
triumphant, glorious arrival of Christ, the King of .kings 
and Lord of lords," 

Striking also is the way in which a.pocalypsis "unveil­
ing, revelation", our "apocalypse", parallels paro?J.sia, and 
so each interprets the other. In 1 Thessalonians 2: 19 
believers are to .be Paul's hope, joy, crown of rejoicing 
"'in his (,Christ's)parousia". (Recall the preparation of 
a crown for a parousia of an emperor!) IIi 3: 13 he 
prays for them to ,be "established ... in the parousia of 
our Lord Jesus"; and in 5 :23 he asks ·that the whole man 
may "be preserved ,blameless in the parousia". Now in 
2 Thessalonians 1:7 that same Paul looks for "rest''., "re­
leas~" for troubled saints "'in the apocalypse of the Lord 
Jesus from heaven". And ·similar expectation is that of 
Peter (1 Peter i :7) for the "proof", "genuine element" 
"sterling temper" of 'faith to be "found to prai.se and 
glory and honour in the apocalypse of Jesus Christ." So 
must we "'hope for the grace being brought to" us "in 
the apocalypse of Jesus Christ" (1 Peter 1: 13; compare 
4 : 13) . According to Paul again, believers "earnest ex­
pect the apocalypse" (1 .corinthians 1:7 A.V., here "com· 
ing"). J·ames tells us that we must "have long patience 
till the parousia" (5: 7) . Thus we see that parousia, 
epiphany and apocalypse al'e three kindred terms to de­
scribe one great future event. 

Cremer's 'summing up .regarding the 'JX!-rousia is good: 

"The parousia of Christ denotes His coming .from heaven, 
which will be an advent and revelation of His glory, for the 
salvation of His church, ,for vengeance on its enemies, for 
the overthrow of the opposition raised against H-imself,-of 
antichristianism,-and finally, to realize the plan of salva· 
tion.". (Biblico-Theological Lewicon 'of New Testament 
Cheek, English Translation 1878, p. 234.) 

If this older scholar were living to-day, he would have 
to add from the new knowledge that the pat'ousia of 
Christ denotes His 1'oyal ·coming. For the arrival of the 
King, for His divine manifestation, for His glorious 
revelation, Bible Christians hope 'and wait and . pray. 

Union 'and Unity 
There are a great many people who seem to 'be obsessed 

with the .principle of the proverb that in union is 
strength. .But not all proverbs are true-and that is 
one of the proverbial 'sayings that' need examination. 
There is plenty of union in the commercial world, when 
a great many small concerns are .forced by their larger 
competitors to the formation of a corporation. Such a 
~nion probably adds to the .financial strength of the 
concern, but usually such a union is effected at the cost 
of moral principle. Very frequently the product of 
the larger company is inferior to that of any of the 
smaller ones,. and th'e price invariably greater. 

The same principle has' been applied to religious or­
ganizations. There are people in England, for instance, 
who think the various non-Episcopal denominations 
might well 'surrender the principles which are distinc· 
tive to each, and which differentiate them from each 
other, in order to make a composite whole, some kind 
of united free church so-called. It is doubtful if in 
any .sense it would be really "united",' and almost cer­
tainly it 'would be anything but free. And further, it 
would forfeit all right to be' called a church in the New 
Testament 'significance of the .term. 

We have no desire to be censorious, but we remember 
distinctly when the Mjethodist Church in Canada was a 
tremendous moral force. It must be admitted that 
before Union it had become very largely a social organ­
ization, and thoug·h we deplored its declining religious 
zeal, we gladly recognized its zeal for righteousness. 
At that time it was a potent factor in aU moral reform. 
We venture to say that the entire United Ohurch of 
Oanada to-day exerts much less influence in that direc· 
tion than would have been exerted by a local group of 
Methodist churches before Union. Of course, in fair· 
ness, some allowance must be made for the difference 
of the times, but even with that in view, it does seem 
to us that the bodies constituting the United Church 
have gained nothing in moral and spiritual force by 
union. 

Unity is something va·stly different from union. That 
is a thing of the spirit which is often quite independent 
of form, It is quite possible for people of. different 
religious affiliations to realize a very pronounced unity 
of the faith, and to rejoice in a unity of the spirit. 
Where this is true, there should pe no obstacle to the 
"cooperation of people who, on minot matters, may differ 
in their opinions. Indeed, there -must be a real unity 
among all who love 'our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity 
and in truth. 

Having. thus written, we would riot .be understOQd to 
disparage union where there can be union and unity at 
the ·same time. We think, ·for example, that Baptists . 
who are Bapt.ists 'indeed, who believe in the inspiration 
and authority of 'Holy Scripture, and who worship Jesus 
Christ as' God the Son, Who died for our sins according 

. to the Scriptures, and was buried and rose again· the 
third day according to the· Scriptures, ought not only to 
rejoice in the u.nity of the ·spirit, ·and of. their common 
faith, but being thus joined in heart, might well seek 
a union of hands for united cooperation in the work 
of the Lord. ,Mere differences of opinion and of judg­
ment in respect t9 administrative .matters ought never 
to separate brethren who are one in the faith'. 

• 
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By all means; let: us have union where we· can: have 
unity too'; but it· must .. ever be 'borne in -mind in all such 
matters' that' 'believers should~ not. be unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers; that righteousness has .no 
fellowship with unrighteousness'; nor' light, communion 
with darkness·; nor' 'Christ- any' concord with .belief; nor 
he that 'believeth, any part wi~h an, infidel. Forevermore 
it must be' recognized that the temple of .Qod can have 
no agreement with· idols; . and that the presence and 
power of .Qod can' -be experienced only as His' ·people 
are separated from that 'which is. contrary to the Word 
and will of God. 

Vote,· "Yles" 
We are sorry to 'have to. take even" a little time and 

space in discussing the plebiscite to be taken April 27th. 
We'. want it distinctly understood that in our. view the 
whole business is a wicked waste 'of time and energy 
and money on the part of the Government. The, Govern­
ment flouts Parliament, treats the'public with contempt, 
and. does as it likes in its half--hearted war effort with­
out. saying, "By your. leave." And yet it proposes to 
waste ·a million and a half of ·money in taking a pleb­
iscite alleged to set ,Premier King free from a non~ 
conscription pre-election promise which. ought never to 
have been made. 

Everyone knows that. outside of 'Quebec, the majority 
of the people favour conscription. It is our belief that 
Mr. King h~s already been 'assured of a solid negative 
Rdman. ICatholic. vote, not. only. in Quebec, but through­
out Canada,-which makes it all the more necessary that 
every loyal British Canadian in the Dominion should 
vote Yes on April 27th. Quebec will certainly vote, 
No 'alm~t unanimously-at least the Roman Catholic 
ele:nent in Quebec will. We. believe that every voter 
who votes,. No, or .who abstains from voting,. will be . 
'virtu'ally voting for the Roman 'Catholic 'Church. 

. If a negative majority vote shoul-d. be registered, 
Premier King would be able thereafter to say that the 
country as a whole is opposed to consCription, and our 
hands would be tied: we could say nothing. If we cu't 
the gossimer cards by which. the dear.. Premier professes 
he is bound, and. if thereafter. he fails to enact con­
scription, thos~ of. us w~o ·have voted, Yes, will. at least 
be free to bring further pressure to 'bear upon the Gov­
ernment. Therefore we repeat, we are going to vote, 
Yes-not to set Premier King free, he is free already­
but merely to maintain our own freedom of action. What­
ever else you do on April 27th, be sure to vote, ·and 
be sure ·to vQte, Yes. 

This Week's Sermon· 
We republish an address' this week' which was, pub­

lished first in THE GOSPEL WITNESS January 25th, 1940; 
and later in pamphlet forni. We have two reasons for pub­
lishing it this 'week. It is somewhat akin in argument 
to the sermon of last Sunday evening, which it dis­
places; and the edi~ion of the booklet, which' was. a 
large one, is completely exhausted, and' we are st1l1 
receiving marly 'applications for' copies. We therefore 
reproduce the address in this issue. 'Copies may be 
obtained at 5c single' copy, six for 25c, and at the rate 
of 3c per copy for te:n or more to. one address. 

Colonel Munro's Testimony 
The testimony of' Colonel Munro which we printed in 

last week's WITNESS has been printed in pamphlet form, 
of a 'size that can be slipped into a Number Eight en­
velope. An' initial edition of ten thousand has been 
printed, an edition which cost $110.00 without the tax, 
Thus the booklet will cost us l%,c per copy. We are 
anxious. to have this booklet distributed very freely, 
and we ask our friends, not only to' buy' a supply for 
distribution, at the rate we have' mentioned-four for 
5c or eighty for $l.OO-and please remember that post­
age costs extra-but to contribute liberally to a fund 
that will enable· us to circulate these copies freely among 
the. tr.oops; and also to publish further . editions -if 'nec-

·essary,. 

Meeting of the Union. Executive 
The Exec~ive Board of the Union met March 17th. 

It was a great meeting, not only because of the business 
done !but ,because of the happy fellowship experienced. 
All ;eports received were not only eilcQuraging, but i?­
spiring. The Union is happily w,ithout· a cent of debt In 

any of its funds. The contributions' from the ·churches 
for the period under review were most gratifying, and 
the reports. from the Home Mission fields, one might 
safely say, were thrilling. 

Two churches, Fort William and Kapuskasing, !le­
clared for self-support. It seems but yesterday when we 
.first thought of attempting. to hold ·services in Kapuskas­
i'ng. Two of the mem;bers .of the Board promised $50.00 
each toward the venture. Now we have a new ,church, 
with a building of its own, a parsonage connected with it, 
and a group of earQest·;believers who are actually under­
taking the maintenance of the w.ork·without outside help. 
This is one of the miracles. 

Kapuskasing 
Work in Kapuskasing was begun June 17th, 1936. 

. To 'begin, and establish" a church, with a building of its 
own, and to come to self~support in the short space .of 
six years, is marvellous in our eyes. We congratulate 
Pastor and Mrs. Vincent Lehman on their splendid leader­
ship of the w.ork, and the church on its :fine following, 
and the happy result of their united ministry. 

Fort William 
, Fort William is a church that has not had easy sailing, 

·but under the wise and faithful leadership of Rev. Walter 
Tompkins, it has come to its present happy condition. 
Mr. Tompkins is doing magnificently in Fort William, as 
we are certain he will alw,ays do wherever he is. 
~ Two other churches" Sudbury and Verdun, asked to 
have their grants reduced. The Board agreed to the re­
ductions on conditi.on the reductions were not roade at 
the Pastors' expense. We have little doubt the churches 
propo!e to make up the difference. 

Sudbury· 
Sudbury is another of our.' miracle churches.· Rev. 

John Boyd went into Sudbury without the promise of a 
grant from the Board' or from anyone--no, not without 
the promise. of anyone: he had the promise of God. We 
believe Rev. W. S. Whitcombe handed him, as a personal 
contribution;.a ten-dollar .bill-:-and that. was all he had. 
Mr, Boyd has built· literally from the ground up-and 
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what a work he ,has accomplished. He has preaching 
appointments all about the place galore, How he does it, 
we do not know. . 

But not only so. Sudb'ury contributes largely to the 
funds of the Union. it has long ,been our contention that 
if we were to have a large and growing foreign mission 
work, we must give full attention ,to the requirements of 
our home 'mission funds; for it is only as we establish 
new churches, we are able to grow. The work in Sudbury 
was .})egun by Mr. Boyd, as we have said, from nothing, 
in May, 1937; and now the Sudbury church contributes 
to the·funds of the Union, on an average, $30.00 a month 
more than the amount of the Union grant. Surely this 
proves the value of investing -money in home mission 
causes. We heartily congratulate Mr. Boyd and his people 
on their great success. 

!Contribu.ted 'Out of public funds, out of taxes padd by 
'Romani.sts and P,rotestan,ts alike. And all this in a 
BrLti-sh 'cou'ntry, wh'Ose King d,s & ~rtestant; and lin a 
,country th'ati,s -suppo'sed' to ibe free. 

We'm, 'into such 'a situati'On lOu'r missi'On'ar.ies w,ent, and 
!toi,led '8IgIa'in-st .stupendoUls 'Odd-s. Then we ISent Rev. 
Wiilfred Wellington and, his wife. They wrought f'aith­
fuJay f'()ll' some ti,me, !but at ,length, after ,due co:n&ide!r­
ation, !the Uni'On' Boa'M felt it h'ad gone 'as f'ar oIl'S' it 
could in Val d'Or, and decided to close the work. The 
Execultive qf the Union is made up of, fa'l·lible men. The 
Board .can do no more than 'Use ;i,bs !be'st jud,gment, and 
'i,t used its best judgment on this 'O,cca'Sion. But Mr. 
WellHngtton believed he c'ou.Id see what the B08Il'd couM 
nl(),t see, and ,reso,lved, Board' or no B'Oar.d, g·rant o,r no 
grant, ,he 'WI8IS stayin'g !in Val d'Or. He ft,S helped' by 

VerdUD members ,of his family, and he stu,ck to i.t. 
The other ch~rch which asked to have its grant reduced ~r: Wel1in~ h'as' :man'aged. ~o obtain, !SOme ~ind' eyf 

was Verdun, Que'Dec. Verdun, as is generally known, is . ~~uIlId'l~,g. H~ '1'S ,spe.aklD,g ~eguolarly o~er !the radio. He 
really a part of Montreal. Work in Quebet! Province is !l,):IIS ,gwen blmse.}.f ,Jnc~eas'lJlJgly to t~e m'a·stery of t~e 
extremely difficult. It is like carrying on 'work under- F·renCh ,1'a'DIgua.ge, i&:Il~d' IlS ~ow ipreae,hlD'g ove'r the !r&d'IO 
ground, where the sunlight never falls. The darkness- Ito th,e ~'rench-Can'adlan's In the French ilongu,e. Peopme 
nay, the blackness-of the plague of Romanism, every- 'lire ;askmg for th:e ~I()nd of God; 'a~ alboge:the~ the .pro­
where rampant, is a tremendous handicap. We believe the ,spect ,of aoC,C'omphs~mga lJ'eal work In V:al d Or. '1'S ihrlg,ht. 
pre'aching of the gospel in utterly and avowedly pagan M'r. 'and M,r.s. We-).Jm,gIbon are people,'of real f~lth. They 
countries is far easier., Romanism is paganism at its have Jearneld ,~omehow 'how ~llttJ.e w'lll dlO to h~e on, 'and 
worst ,because it calls itself Christian. h'Q'W mu,c~ ,f\althfu,1 people ean, do o'n' v'~ry 'little. We 

. , sa~.ute Ithem both as true 'heroes of the falth. 
Rev. Thomas Carson is doing a fine piece of work There 'W,as no ~equest f.rom Vial d'Or for a grant, but 

in Verdun. Both he and hIs wife are graduates of To- the 'Board yery .chee'Nully made 'a 'grant without Ibein'g 
ronto Baptist Seminary, and together they make a ,fine asked to do so. When the Board decided, to close the 
team. In estimating the quality of any piece of work" work.in VI8.'I. /d'Or -it had nothing ;to ,guide 'it !but iba,re 
one must take circumstances into account, and every 
Christian worker ,knows that Bome places are more diffi- fa-cts. Mr. Wel.Jin'gton, ;who was on ,the spot, 'had that 
cult than others. For the Verdun church, under Mr. ",spi-nit of wi.sdom 'and reveLation" which sees t)'eyond 

the ,immediate f'acts. • 
Carson's leadership, to be able t!:! ask for a reduction of We wl"ite this 'as 'a member of the Board, w.iothou,t 
its grant, is altogether an extraordinary accomplishment. 

Val d'Or 
Another piece of good news 'Came to the Board from 

Val d'Or. This work was started in May, 1937; and for 
a long time there seemed to be no prospect. People who 
are not informed of the situation can have little idea 
of the d~ffi~ulties encountered in taking the gospel to such 
pla'Ces as the mining towns of V~l d'Or and Bourlamaque. 
The Quebec Government has a colonization scheme, and 
when these new territories are opened up, they make a 
contri,bution of $4,000.00 out of pu,blic funds for the 
building of a Roman Catholic church. If a proper water' 
system is installed in the presbytery-by which is meant 
the priest's po use-the Government makes an extra grant 
of $200.00. And wherever there is the slightest prospect 
of a new town s-pringing up, the Quebec Hierarchy has 
only to apply to the Quebec Government for a grant, and 
a Roman Catholic church is bujlt forthwith. ,In fact, the 
church is . .built ;before the town is builhbefore anything 
else is built. 

The Protestant Handicap 
P'ro.testanbs mu,st .,go i'n if and :w!hen they can. They 

mUlsit take thed,r chan,ces of ~j.n'g' able to buy a lo,t, or 
of 'g~nlg 'any kind of ibuildin'g in wJdch to hoM a meet­
'ing. But whatever they do, they iOl\llSt pay for 'it o:ut of 
the vl()ilun,tary ,contribution-s m1ade 00 the mission f'llnJda 
of the pl8.rticu~ar chu'reh. Ou'r read'el'l8 wd.Il lJ'eadUy see 
!how d'ifficu,lt -it ,is for 'any denomination :to comp'ete w-i1ih 
the Roman CathoHc ,c'hu'l'Ich under 'Such ci'l'Icumstances. 
The maney coilitributed by' the Quebec ,Government !is 

apoaogy. We did the b'est we could,'at the time, but on 
the other hand, we chee'rfully m'ake this acknoWlleldg~ 
ment that ,the sp'iri,tu·al d'iscernment of the man on !the 
spot mad'e oMs judgment bettEl'l' iI;h'an OU1"S. Our lJ'eadel"6 
will understa'~d why membens of the' Board, IOn, adjourn­
ment" with such facts as the f.olJ'egoing. befo're ih,im, felt 
that the hand of God was on us indeed. 

!During the first 'P'lIrt of the Board meeblnrg, -in the· 
'aJb-sen,ce of the President, the Ohair :wa.s taken iby Rev. 
H. C. Slade'; and a'ater, ;by !th'e Vd'ce-Pl'eSident, Rev. John 
Byel'lS. 

Congratulations 
A very lhaJppy event :was ceJeb'l'ated in, J'a'Ms Street 

Church Satu,rd:ay lafte!l"noon, M'areh 21st, when: Rev. W. 
S: Whitcoonbe, M.A., weB known to ,ala ()u,r rellder:s, was 
'United' ,in marrioa'ge w.i1:h Miu LEl'ila M. Boyd', of Tim­
mins. 'Mi-ss Boyd is a graduate of Toronto Baptist 
Semin'ary, and !thou.gh ·French is ,nolt her native OOn·gue, 
,she bec'am'e the ,finst Firen'ch-speaking Protesoolllt pubUc 

,..sichool teacihEl'l' -in ,the P.rov:ince rof Qu'ebec. She ;Iea:rned 
French 'in the Semin'ary. Mter two or ;three ye'ars of 
!teac'hIng ,school, IlItH.ss Boyd ilerved' for two yeal"6 as 
dellooness :in' :F,ir-s,t Baptist ,Church, T-imm1,ns, OIlltanio, 
'Of which Rev. H. C. SI'ade i,s the PalSto!l". 

The 'groom :was supported !by hie ibrother, Rev. A. C.' 
Wh'itcomibe, 'B.A., Brantford; 'and the !bride !by her 
sister, Miss Isabel ,Boyd of Lachute. Two nieces of the 
groom, daughters o~ ~v. A. C. Whitcombe, Helen and 
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Mo8.'ry, were, flower.,g,i·l"ls. The ·ceremony WSIS peI'lf'Omled 
Iby .the E-dJito·r of this 'Po&'per, 'aS8'isted!by Rev. H. C. Slad,e 
,a:I1id Rev. J·obn Boyd, P'Slstor 'a:n~ brother l"espectively of 
Ithe bride.· . 

The wea:ther was about 'as ,i'llIc·lem,e'nt 'as it ,coundl ibe. 
Acc,oro.inog to the corom'on ph-ra,se, '''it pOUi"ed iIiorrenlts" 
·aN the ;afternoon. Notwi.th-stanodoin'g, the ch'l1'~h wa's 
'Pl'8IC1li.c'a:I~y :filled on :the ,ground floor, with many ,in :the 

Bible School Lesson Outline 
Vol. 6 Second Quarter Lesson 14· April 5, 1942 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tn,·.) 

g8.'lle,ry,e'V'i,denci'Olg the .great inlterest .i'lL the oc'Ca'sion, - THE RESURRECTION. OF CHRIST 
and'the ,popu'l'ari,ty 'Of the .p'ar:tie.s c~ncerned. Ai.ter I!l Lesson Text: John 20. 
race-pm,on at HaJdd.on BoruM, M'r. 'and MiTs. Whitcomibe ,l·eft 

. , 
foor ",soonewhe're oj:n Q·ueihec." 

Golden Text: "I am he that liveth, and was dead; ·and, be­
hold,1 am alive for evermore"-Rev. 1:18. 

Reading: Matt. 28; Mk. 16; Lk. 24. 
W eshould mention also that on Friday, March 13th, 

there w'as anolthe'r ki1td 'Of shlOwe'r than th-Itt wMch 
d'ren-chad the 'ear,th la'at SaJtu'rod'ay, w.hen 'aibout thre::! I. The Witness of the Leading Circumstances-verses 1 to 111. 
hundred gathered to express their interest in and affec- ,M'ary M'agdalene, Joanna, Mary the m'Other of J'ames, and 

. ·d d ld b the other women found the stone of the tomb r.ol1ed away, fo·r 
tion for the prospectIve brl e an groom. It wou be e- a miracle h!ld taken place (Lk. 24:10; Ma'tt. 28:2-4). Tbe 
yond our ability to attempt to describe the dry but sub- scribes and the Pharisees, who ·had made the sepulchre as 
stantial 'shower which fell on that occasion. We are sure sure as was humanly possi'ble, were powerless to prevent 
that all GOSPEL WITNESS readers who have profited by Chri'st from rising from the dead (Matt. 27:62-66;, Acts 

the wl'Iitinogis 'of Mr. Wh'iotcomhe w:~l,l IIII)i)o:w us to ex-tend . 2:~!~~stantial evidence. whl-Ie sometimes misleading if 
hea:l"ty ,congl"atu,}aJtions to Rev. W. S. and Mll'\s. Wh·it- viewed ,by itself apart from considerations of character and 
combe on behalf 'Of the whole GOSPEL WITNESS family. motive, is exceedin~ly important in legal trials. This Seri·p-

The Editor at Victoria. Avenue ChUl'ch, 
. Hamilton· 
On Wedne$day evening, Maroh 18th, it was the 

~ditor's privilege to preach in Victoria Avenue Gospel 
Church, Hamilton, of which Rev. John Byers, formerly 
of Orillia, became IPastor at the beginning of ,January. 
The congregation crowded the building in every part, in­
cluding the gallery, and some extra chairs. were brought 
in. It was a very healthy-looking week-evening congre­
gation, such as coul,d be assembled in few places. The 
church is quite commodious, but as Is our practice, we 
refrain from estimating numbers. 

We' had the privilege of meeting a number of men 
who were representative of the congregation, and wer~ 
greatly impressed by. the apparent .strength of the whole 
organization. 

The Pastor, Mr. Byers, had a splendid record in 
OriIlia, where he ministered for fourteen years, build­
ing the church from nothing, and leaving it with a fine 
building 'all' paid for. On the occa'sion o~ his leaving 
OriIlia ,several public presentations were .made to J::>astor 
and Mrs. ·Byers, and it was evident that Mr. Byers had 
made for himself a large. place in the respect of the 
people of OriIIia. It was our privilege to preach for him 
on the occasion of the burning of the mortgage a little 
while before he left. The crowded congregation on that 
Monday evening, filling all aisles and vestibules, testi~ 
fied to the esteem in which MIr. Byers was held, and the 
appreciation of his ministry by people of all denomina-. 
tion. . 

The prospect in Victoria Avenue is very bright. Last 
Sunday evening Mr. Byers ·conducted a large baptismal 
service-:-we do not know the exact number, but a large 
Dumber of persons were baptized. Victoria Avenue 
Church is virtually a Baptist Ohurch in everything but 
name-and, well, we are hoping! Under 'Mr. Byers' 
leadership, great things will be accomplished in Vjc­
toria Avenue, and we hope to have much to report 
later. Meanwhile, THE GoSPEL WITNESS desires for tlJ,e 
P~stor and the church the greatest of spiritual bless-
ing. 

ture mentions three witnesses who testified concerning Ibhe 
emopty tomb; Mary Magdalene, Peter and, John. By the 
mouth of three witnesses a matter·is established (Deu,t. 19:15; 
2 Cor. 13:1). Moreover, all three were competent witnesses. 
Contrary to 'popular IOpinion, Mary Magnalene l\WI.S' not a sin­
ful woman, 60 far as the Scriptures reveal, but S'he ·WI8.S one 
whom the Lord had 'liberated from demon possession, and in . 
loving ,grati·tude ,she rendered joyf·uol serV'ice to Him (Mk. 
16:9; Ilk. 8:1-3). Peter and John were the two leading dis­
ciples. 

How vastly different 'aU su·bseq.uent 'hum'an history would 
have been had these early visito.rs to the tomb of Christ found 
the body within, stiU wrapped in grave-el{)thee! What if 
Christ had not ,been raised from the dead (1 Cor. 15:12-32)! 
The word of qhrist would have been proved to be unreliable 
(M'att. 16:21; Mk. 8:31; 9:31; Lk. 24:6-8); oQhrist Himself 
fll'llibleand untrustworthy (JO'hn 8:46), hence 'human, and not 
Divine (Rom. 1:4). The evidence of the apostles could no 
lon'ger ,be accepted· (Ilk. 24:48; Aots 2:32; 10:38:-41"). -Sin 
coU'ld never have been mastered (Rom. 6:9, 14); death would 
have reD)Jained supreme (1 Cor. 1'5:55-57; Heb. 2:14;· Rev. 
1:18), and Satan would have lbeen the victor, rather than the 
v,anquished (John .12:31; 14:30; Col. 2:15). There wolU:ld have 
been no salvatwn from sin. no ,ground for our faith that Qod 
had accepted t}te substitutionary work of Ohrist on our behalf 
(Rom. 4:23-25; 5:18; 8:34); no 'ho.pe for the 'l"esurrecbion of 

, the bodies of believers (Rom. 6:8; 8:11; 1 ·Onr. 15:21, 22, 52, 
53; 1 Pet. 1:3); no ;incentive and no power to ;}ive for Christ 
a Hie of v·ictory and frud,tfulness .(Rom. 6:4-12; EoP·h. 1:19, 
20; Phiol. 3:8-11; Col. 2:12; 3:1). In a word, there wowd have 
been no Christianity, for Christianity ds Christ. It is based 
upon the tl'luth concerning His Person ·and work, upon Christ 
the dydng, rising, [iving rand ooming One. "But now is Christ 
r.isen from the dead." Hallelujaih! 

iJt was not thieves who ihad' robbed the 'grave of lits prey 
(Matt. 28:11-15), for ma1'8.uders would have been in too great· 
hurry ·and danger t9 Il'8move the grave-clothes or leave them 
in neat array. Besides, who 'WOuld :have stolen the body of 
Christ? Not His friends, for ·the ,guards placed at the en­
trance to ·prevent such '8ICbion 'WoUlld have hindered them. 
MIOreover, the ,fO'lJ.owers of Christ were too discouraged, too 
disconsolate. too ihea·rt-broken with grief and dislllppointment 

. to have engaged in such a dangerous and iho,peless :plot (Lk. 
24 :,18-25). The enemies of Christ 'Would not have rem{)ved 
the body, for they exerted every effnrt 'lest that shOUld hap­
pen. The Scri'pturoa:l explanation of the e~ty grave is the 
only logical one, and of course, is the cor.rect one. 

It wouold seem that the arrangement of the grave-clothes 
was 6uch as to convince Peter and John that Ohrist had risen 
from the dead. '.Dbe Word' implies that their assu.rance was 
based on something ot;her than the mere prophecy of Ohrist 
Himself (verse 9). Possibly the bands stiLl retained the con­
tour of the 'Preci.ous body around which they had been wra'P­
perl, and that as Christ was mised from the dead to new life 
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.by ,the' 'glQry O'f the Father He stepped from the confining 
grave-clothes, ,leaving them just as tney were. We 'know that 
the resurrection body of Christ was control,led by His Spirit 
(verses ,19,26). . 

II. The Witness of the Living Christ-verses 11 to 18. 

When Mary Magdalene returned to the sepU!lchre it was .JLO 
~O'nger empty, for two 'angels in gJ.oriou'S aPparel fiUed the 
g.loomy chamber 'with DiV'ine Mdj,ance. The angels deli'ght to 
minister to Christ 'and lJis ~oved ones at 'all times (Matt. 
28:2-5;. Mk. 16:5; Lk. 24:4;, Heb. 1:14; 1 Pet. 1:12). 

In M,!!ory's fi'rst m-essage ,to the di-sciples she said, "We 
know not where they have laid him" (verse 2). Her SOl'll"O'W 

!had now ,become, more acute '&lld more personall, "I know not 
wihere they have laid' mm" (verse 13). ExhO'rt the scholars 
to change "we", "us" and "our" to "I". "'me" and "my" in the 
exhortatiO'ns of Scri'pture,and apply the Word individu-al~y to 
their ihearts (Isa. 53:3-6; 1 John 4:16). 

Our SaviO'ur tenderly in~ted Mar;y's confidence by His ques" 
tions. He had the ri,ght to ask her why she wept, fO'r He alO'ne 
cou:Id CUTe ,her distress. The nsen Oluist can ,bring us co!D­
fort for every sorrow, for He carried O'ur griefs and bore our 
,pains (Is'a; 53:4; Matt. 8:17). He ihas now vanquished sin, 
the 'primary cauS'(! O'f all 'human suffering, 'and 'He has wO'n 
bhe authority to wipe away every tear (1 Pet. 2:24; Rev. 7:,17; 
21:4). 

Mary recognized ,the vO'ice of her Beloved (Song of Sol. 2:8; 
5:2; JO'hn 10:3-15, 27). He was 'her Master and her Lord. By 
His words "Do nO't cling to me" He was ,per.haps counsel1ing 
her not to remain ionger'dn the attitud-e O'f dev.otion at that 
time, .but to go and deliver His message to the disciples. She 
wou!ld see Him' ag.ain; He was not yet ascending. 'Worship 
must be 1IJCC0mpa~ed by works. 

III. The Witness of the Loving .Comrades-verses 19 to 31. 

The ten disciples .were convi.nced that the Lord had risen, 
and that l1Ms w.as He Who had ·appea.red miraculously in their 
lnidst. His resUl'lreetion body, a.lthough a real ·body of fle.sb 
and .bones (Lk. 24:39-43), was nevertheless a supernatural 
body, bound no longer iby the ;restrictiO'ns of the flesh to which 
He had lovingl~ and wiUingly subjected Hdmself ·that He 
might 'become our Redeemer (Pihil. 2:'5-8; Reb. 2:9-17). The 
dii:scirpies recognized their Lord with ,gladness. His presence 
titled their iheartswith wondrous joy (-Lk. 24:32). 
• Chris.t made 'peace for us 'by :the blood of His cross, and, He 
has power to give ms own ,peace to those who trust Him 
(olsa. 9:6; Lit. 2:14; JO'hn 14:27; 16:33; Eph. 2:14. 17; Pihi-l. 
4:7; Col. 3:1'5). . 

. When Ohri·st ihad bestowed the 'Peace of· His Presence and 
the power of His Spirit upon the di'scipl-es, He sent them forth 
to ,procIaim the good tidings of the forgiveness cjf sins, .m~e 
possible thro1l!gh His redemptive work (Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14). 
God alone oan forgive sins (Lk. 5:21), but His messengers 
are to proclaim the terms' on which God g~a'llts or refuses 
forgiveness (M'att. 16:19; 2 Cor. 5:18-20). 

'But Thomas would not accept the testimony' O'f the other 
disci-pIes (JO'hn 4:39-(2). How patiently and tactflliJ..Iy our 
Lord dealt with the fol,lower ·who asked for visible evidence of 
the realiity of HJs resurrection! Our Lord's words to Thomas, 
;revealing 'as they dO' a knowJedge of the. inmos·t heart of the 
disciple, were suffici~nt 00 convince him that thi·s was Jesus, 
crucified and now risen, and that Jesus was God. May ail 
joiv 'Thoma's as he cries in faith and adoration, "My Lord and 
my God"! 

John regarded the .resurrection of Christ as the crowning 
sign' or token of .the Deity of Christ (Acts 2:22-36). John 
was inspired by the Holy Spirit to ;record a few O'f the mir­
acles and mes'sages of Christ· in order that men might read, 
be'lieve and ihave everlasting Ufe (John 21:25; 1 John 5:13). 
May this DiV'inePll11Pose be realized i!l the hearts of 81111 o'ur 
SC'holars! '. . 

GAMBLING IN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 
The ful10wing excerpt js reprinted from 'a paper IPublished 

in London, Ontario. It tells O'f 'a' J.uvenile. COurt J.udge :willo 
rebuked two young Iads ,brought to him on a cha.rge of theft 

for playing bingo. What this 'Paper does not tell is more 
significant. The newapaper does not telI that the ,place they 
played lbingo was in the Roman Catholic 'Church. One of O'ur 
pastors was in court ·at the ,time of the m'm and !heard the 
boys confes's th-at it was u·nder eoolesi-astioa:l 'auspices that 
they had ,gambled' with stolen money. But O'f course' that' did . 
not get into the 'Press. 

The ecclesiastical authorities' aFe too powerflrl in the edi­
torial rooms of the secular press to allow anything derogatory 
to their church to :find a place in the newsp8l{ler. We under­
stand tha.t in the province of Quebec bin,go IS ta:boo by otJhe 
order O'f·the.Cardina,I-Archbishop, ,but what is a sin in Quebec 
ds.ofti.cia'iJy sp.onsored by the Roman church in Ontario. 

Here is ·the excerpt from the paper: 

"Boys Too Young for Binp, Judge Tells Pair in Coort~' 
"Two smaH boys, charged with stealing $36.00, cigar­

ettesand candy were yesterday told by J:uveniIe Court 
Judge Donald Menzies they were mu'ch too small to he 
,playing bingo, ~ter they "had admitted spending ,part of 
the ,loot .pl-aying 'bingo."-W. 

5 DAYS TO THE YEAR'S END 

The financial year of Jarvia Street Church 
ends March 3Ist. Some time ago we sent 
our usual Annual Letter to WitneBB readers, 
from many of whom we have recei~ re­
plies; but there are still some thousands from 
whom we have' not heard. 

The GpBpel W_itneBB is a missioDary enter­
prise, caiTymg no advertisements. It could 
not maintain. itseH at its ~ubscription price, 
and depends for' its continuance upon the 
annual contributions of its friends. If you 
believe in the mission of the paper, and 
especially if you have received some blessing 
through its pages, we suggest you send us a 
thankoftering before March 3Ist. 

lOOKS BY DR., T. T. SHIELDS 
"The AdYeftl ...... of • Modem YOWlg M.n" .... ~_ .. _, .. _ .... __ ...... $1.00 

.. Other Little SialPI''' I.ae 

'~The Plot Th.t F.lledH (The atory of J.rvla St. Cnlreb) 1.00 
··The o,.ford Cro .. p Movemenl An.lyzed" __ .... _ .... ___ .. __ .......... ,05 

25 copt... 1.00 
R .... e1I1.m or Rutherfordi.in (103 pagea) .~ __ ._ .. _._ .... __ .... .n 
"Wh,..1 Believe lbe ·Rapl .. re C.nnol Precede lbe Tribul •• 

UOD:' AI.o "The Meaning of the P.ro ... I.... In Booklet 
of 3'2 JIll ... - ... ____ . ____ .. _ ... _ .. _ .... ___ ._..... . .10 

20 copi.. 1.00 

SERMONS ON THE WAR 

Sermon. on lbe W.r preached in J.rvi. St. Five cent. each 

.Ingl ..... mOll or lUIy 25 for $1.00 pu.t paid from' THE COSPEL 

.. WITNESS, 130 Carrard Sl. E .• Toronto. 2. Can.d •• 


