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The .Slo .. " 01 Ma·lla. 
The following 'article is an ·.excerpt from a ,book en

titled, "The Roman Catholic Church in the' Mbdern State" 
by Charles C. Marshall of the New York Bar with Pre
face by Isaac Foot, ,M.P. The Ibook was puhlished in 
1931. The article following is taken from the FOREWORD. 
The case of Malta is cited by the a.uthor to illustrate 
Rome's method of using its religious authority to secure 
political ends. We may well as'k, W'hat -would have hap
pened in this ~ar if Malta had faHen under the domin
ance (If the Roman Catholic 'Church? ROme saw that the 
war was corning and sought to establish complete control 
there. No spot of earth had more air raids than Mlalta; 
but Malta stands. Here follows Mr. ·Marshall's story. 

MALTA 
Whatever. its roots, th~ situation in Malta, in its ulti

mate development, results from the use by the Roman 
Catholic ·Church of the confessional as the means for 
coercing Roman Catholic citizens in the exercise of the 
elect(lral franchise. 

Maita, long a British Colony with a population mostly 
Roman C9.tholic, was granted a Constit.ution in' 1921 by 
Letters' Patent of the British ,Imperial Government. That 
Government appoints the GoveqJ.or. The Governor ap
points the Ministers and designates the head of the 
Ministry. The Senate consists of ten special" menlbers, 
two appointed by the Roman Catholic Hierarehy, two 
elected by the. nobility, two 'by the University, t~o by 
the Chamber of Commerce, two·.by the' Trades Union; 
the seven general members of the Senate and the thirty
two members of the Assembly are elected by popular 
vote. Extraordinary powers are reserved to the~:~Brit
ish Government. . Full Uberty of conscience and oir ~or· 
ship are guaranteed, and all religious qualifications for 
the holding of 'office are ;prohibited., T·~e ,Maltese /Legis. 
'lature has provided .by Statute that, subject to the 
Constitution, the Roman Catholic teligionshall ',be the 
State religion. . 

Under this .form of government the situation in Malta 
has developed. . The facts ,have now .been put before 
the ,pubHc in two publications: (1) the Blue Book en· 

titled, Correspondence with the Holy See.' relative to 
, Maltese Affairs, Janua'l'Y 1929 to May 1980, prese~ted 

by the Secreta,ry of State for Foreign Affairs to Parlia
ment by CO'mma;nd of His Maie.sty;1 and (2) the White 
Boole entitled Exposition of the. Malta' Qu.est=ion, with 
docurn.e~ts, (t'ranslation), February 1929 to June 19$0, 
Vatican Pol.yglot Press."' . 

In the. following recital (elroept in respect to a few 
p.articulars stated in the Blue Book) we adhere to the 
story as set forth in the White' Book .. . . 

It recites (p. 15) that. religious 'peace, which' had ·pre· 
vailed for a long time in the Island of Malta, commenced 
to be seriously disturbed in recent years because' of the 
activities, against religion, 'of Lord Gerald ,Strickland, 
the P~sident of the Council or" !Ministers, and the head 
of the -Constitutional party. 

It is well known that Lord IStrickland 'is himself a 
member of the Roman Catholi:c. Church. . 'But he has 
been active in that party which" hajj ,been out. of favour 
with the authorities of the Roman Chureh.· _Protests 
on the part of the authorities of the Ch'ur:Ch against 
Lord Strickland's activities 'began October 25, 1921, in a 
letter by the Archbishop of Mlalta (W.B., p.15). From 
that time on protests were made against the speeches 

. and publications' of Lord Strickland and the members of 
his party. '. . 

. The White Bo.qk· (p. 16) recites that, in' the mean
while, t'Y(l incidents of a special gravity occurred which 
:rendered:~the-religious:situation very delicate and obliged 
the Holy-' ·iSee to take some action." . .. 

" 'One ~'f' these was. the visit of three Bishops of the 
Church of England to the J:.sland of Maita, on which 
occasion they were all(lwed by the Maltese Government 
to hold a' series of conferences in the throne-room of 
the Governor, in the former palace of the .Grand Master 
of the Ord£'r of Malta, which is the property of the people 
of Malta (p. 17). Lord Stri'ckland, the head of'the Min
istry, suspended the sittings of Parliament S() that he 

1. Cited as B.B. 
2. Cited as W.B: 

t. 
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and his colleagues might pay.their respects to the visit
ing "Protestant" Bish~ps (p. 66). To the courtesie~ 
so extended the Vatican took grave exception (p. 123), 
and in a letter to the British Minister at the Vatican, 
dated February 23, 1929, Cardinal Gasparri, Papal Sec
retary of State, pronounced the incidents not only "par· 
ticularly displeasing", but "offensive" to the Roman 
Catholic majority of the Maltese, because they consti
tuted "a formal and official favouring of the Anglican 
creed" (P., 67). 

In the same month that the visit of the Anglican. 
Bishops to Malta so outraged the . Holy' ·See, another 
event transpired which the Vatican authorities gravely 
characterized as the "peak" of the controversy, and as 
containing, "questions far-re.aching and fund,a,m~ntoJ" 
concerning tlie relations of'independence of Church and 
State" (p. 89). 

The Holy See asserted the right of its authorities 
to command a British subject of the Roman Catholic 
faith-a friar, the Rev. P. Gl.l,ido Micallef-to leave 
Malta against his wi.]] 'and reside in another country (pp. 
17, 127). Father Micallef was neither charged with nor 
guilty of any offence against the laws of Malta, or against 
the British Government, but ,he was disaffected toward 
his religious superior, a certain Father Carta, whose 
command to leave Malta and reside elsewhere he refused 
to obey (pp. 17, 127). 

Lord Strickland, the head of the Ministry, was out
spoken in his repudiation of the right of the ecclesi
astical authority to deport Father Mlicallef against his 
will. He declared to the Maltese Parliament: "If an 
alien like .]'ather Carta -would be able to send a Maltese 
subject into exile against his wHI, pu'blic order would 
be imperiled" (p. 18). . 

The 'Government of Malta refrained from the coercion 
of Micallef, and on February 23, 1929, the Vatican ad
vised the British Imperial Government: 

"That ,the Holy See .has learnt, with deep regret and 
sur-prise, w:hat has taken ,place in .Ma1ta· in connection 
with the measures adopted towards the Franciscan friar, 
Guido MieaUef. 

"For ,g,rave reasons of ecclesiastiea:l discipline, the law
ful Superior of ,the said religious, the representative, that 
is, of .the Head House in Rome, ,had ordered Micllillef t.o 
withdraw from Ma1ta to ·another friary of the Order out-
side the Island. . 
. "The oJ'atter, ,however, did not leave and found a pre

text for his di'SObedience to the lhierarchy of ~e Ohureh 
in the order of the local Govern·ment authol"ities who pre
vented his departure and furthennore souglit to justify 
bewre ,the 'Pu'blic their attitude by a:1leging politica:! mo
tives which do' not in fact exist." ('P. 67.) 

The British Imperial Oovernment replied that "no 
obstacle is -being put 'by the Maltese Government in the 
way of Father MicaUef's departure", and added that 
"a'CCording to information from Malta, the condemnation 
of this priest, a British subject" to leaove British ter~ 

. ritory at the command of Father Carta, a foreigner, 
has caused a certain amount of popular indignation, 
wMch ha:s been ,a 18,our:ce of embarra:ss:me.nt to Hi,s M'8.'j
esty's Government" (p. 69). 

The contention of Lord Strickland and the M·altese 
Ministers seems to have :been -that although Father Mic
allef, a British subject, had, as a monk, taken vows of 
obedience to l'eligious authority under the Pope, he had 
not l'()lSt the ri·ght vested 'in h'im by the Br.itish OonlSti
tution to reside where he pleased, and that neither dis-

affection toward his religious superiors nor flat disobedi
en'Ce to their commands forfeited in any way his civil 
rights as a 'British subject (p. 123). 

T'he a'l1egation hy the Vati'can (,p. 18) th'at the Gov
,ernm-ent "f.or-hade" 'F-a·ther Mi'callef'rS depa·l'ItUire seem'S 
to have meant 'D1().th·i!ng more than that, wi:Shing ito re
ma·i'n in MaUa, he W()ultd' n!et ,ask Lor his p'as'sp'ort, and 
the Gov·ernment would· Jlot i,ssue the same, OT supp'oirl 
it with the necessary 'Coercion, at the request of the 
·authorities of the Ohul'ch. 

Thu's :lJhe Ma.Jtes·e Mi.ni:stry and .the Br·i'tish Impertial 
Government,' 'suI8lta:i'n·ing Lord Strickland, l'e.pudi'ated 
the 'a:uithlority ,cl-aimed' iby the Po:pe to deprive a Britiosh 
Isuibject of hilS 'civil rights. -

.Father Mi,callef ,co'nti:lllued ,to 1'8side lin· the pla·ce of 
his Is,electi'on, 'and ,the 'action of Lord Stl'ickl'and and the 
Min'i's,try 'confirm-ed the ,hi,s'to'l'1i'c Unes .of Engl,and'os po,et, 
'a ,cen1tury ibefore: 

"Slaves cannGt ,breathe in England; ... 
They touch our country, and their shac~les faH." . 

But the eontrover.sy ·wa·s not endled. Ea:ch side 
framed, and presented fou·rther ·ilssue8 'inv,o;lv,ing other 
·con,sideratio'nls than those of the M~'canef c·8!se .. The 
-Br:i'tilSh Gov.emment aHeg,ad th'at the ~tOt 000£ the itroubl,e 
lin M'alta wa.s the Intense parti'C'ipation of Maltels'e 
pl'i-esbs 'in l'O'caI politics 'and invited' the Holy ,See Ibo re
'strain ,~1ls .pri-es'bs ·in 'theia' .po'libic;al 'activities (IPOP. 70, 
126, 133). TMs reque.st was 'l'eful&OO (pp. 139:.140). 

T'he V!ati-can, on Ibs :sid'e, held ,that the '8'Our:ce of the 
tr()ulbles li'n M,a;lta wa's the politi-cal 'and anti~"Cath'oH'C" 
aocti,vi'tioes of LO'l'1d S'tri'ckl'a.nd. It aC'cu,sed him, a'mon.g 
other th'in'g'8,of injur·ing the Roman Pontiff in pamph
-lebs and'lspee'ches, of favo.rtinlg Freem·aIS·o'llts, of inso].ence 
toward the '}>lope and the V'atilc,a'n ·Governme.nt, of ex,cit
i'n'g an,imo'sity 'a'gai.nlst ·the P,ope, of aUowing "Proitest
anot"B-i'shop.s to hoM ,confel'lences 'in :the Government 
pala'ce, .and f.Q1lDenti'IIJg ,dIi'8!cord between the Gov'E!Il'lnment 
'and the R()man Catho'Hc :Bishops of Malta 'and of Goz'o 
i'n-questions of the jU1ritSid'i,Cttion of Chureh and State .. 1 

On the !b·as·Is of these .cJ1J..ar,ge's the 'V'ati'can"tjn a com
mun:ilca'Uon to the BrJobs'h ,Gov·ernanent 'pronoun,ced, Lord 
Strickland persona, non grata to the Holy See (pp. 95, 
98, 102, 155). The 'British Imperia:l ·Gover.nment '8'trenlU
oUls1y protested ibMs 'a'cllron 'aJS ·&:n' inJterlerenc'e in the 
po.Ji:ti:c:s of a Bl'i1iish Colony (,p. 155) . 

On May 1, 1930, the MlaLtese BilSlhops i'slS'ued 1\;0 the 
Roman Catholics of Malta a Pa,storal Letter (p. 184), 
'c'alUng ,atfiein,tion to the Staite e-Iec:1li'OOl then .approach
,in'g and,' d·eel-a'l"inog: 

"Know, ,therefore, as Catholics:-
"1. You may not, without committi-ng 111. g·rave sin, 

vote for Lord Strickland and his candida.tes, IJr ·for aU 
those, even of other parties, who in the past !have 'heloped 
and supported ,him in his fl'ght against the rights and :the 
discipline of the Church. or who propose to help ·and snp-
port him in the 'coming elect1ons. . 

"2. 'For even s.tronger reasons yOlU may not present 
yourselves as candid'ates in the electoral Ust 'Proposed by 
Lord .stl"ickland or by other paTties who prop.ose to sup
port ,him in the ·coming election. 

"3. You are also -solemnly ,bound in conscience in the 
'Present circumstances to take 'Part ~n the elections and 
to vlJte for those persons, who, -by their 'attitude in the 
'past, offer '~ter 'guarantee both for ,reJi.g,ious wel:fare ' 
and for social welfare. . 

1. See Pro-,ns1Roria. Oft ehs Activities of Lord St,;cklwnd. White Book 
pp. 118-128. 
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"In order, then, to ,prevent a:bu·ses in the administra
tion and reception of the Sa.craments, we remind our 
priests ,that they are strictly fOl'lbidden to 'administer the 
Sacraments to. the .o'bstinate who refu'se to obey tltese 
instructions. " 

The. Pastoral Letter precipitates a grave civil crisis. 
The M'altese Gover-nme'not wws paralyzed'. The RQman 
CathoHc dtizen's of Mla'lita were deplJ'ived iby the Lettell', 
of freedom 'of oCon.Slci-en'ce 'and' rea'Sion in theexer.C'ilSe of 
the ,eleeit-or-a'l fra'nch'i'se ·coIlife~·red on ,them iby the State. 
It was grave ,sin if they refrained from :voting, ~n:d 
grav·e ISlin 'if they ,voited in a manner fOl"bidden by the 
Hi'shops', and the pe-na,lty W'a's' the de·privation of tholSe 
Swcrwmenbs on wMch,.· -in their mind:s, salV!a:tion d.e
p,e'ndled,.· The .reHgiO'u's ,c·oer:c'io'n, by the Roman CathoUc 
Hie'rar,chy, o·f 'c'itize:ns in the 'pe·rfOl'lIIl'a~lce of .c,ivi,c duty 
aond :the 'e~er:cj,se of . civi,l ,privileges wa's ohvi10'U's, and 
f'u!l.11;hermol"e i't wa's 'supported by thirteen 'affid'avdts 
fl"om M'altese ROIIlla'n 'CathoHc 'citize'niS, tiled wi1th the 
Bl"itis·h Imperial GoverI1!Ment with 'a repOTt iby the M,al
tSise Mini'ster for Education (-B.B., pop. ·68-79) •. They are 
aJ.l ,to a !SlimHar effect. G.i'U1seppe Bond'i, Diod,or of LawlS 
of. the Univ,etrs:ity 'Of Mwlta, a'nlli, p'ra!cbicing barri'ster 
d·epolS·ed in substance ws foHowlS: 

I ""ent. to St. Francis Church, and accosted Fr. 
Mariano Z'erri of ,the Franciscans 'and asked 'him to re
ceive my confession. As soon as 'I knelt down, he said 
to me: . 

"Excuse me, 'advoc;;lte, but we have .received orders to 
put this question to the :penitents, befpre they start their 
confession: 'What party do you belong to?' " 

. I replied: "I side with the Constitutionals or Strick
larid'oS party." 

He said: "1 's;m very sorry, 'but in these cil'lCumstances 
,we have ordel'lS to refuse absolution, so it is of no use 
yOiur confessing." 

1 rema'rked: "Am I to understand then, that jf I 
simply s~d that 1 wou,ld change my ''Party you 'WOuld' 
absolve me?" . 

He replied: "I understand what you mean; no, it is 
not enough ,to 'say so, but you must pr.omise and ·do so." 

In these circumstances I told him I would withdraw, 
which I did. ' 
·,Michael A. Borg, Polioce Inspector, deposed: 

I went to the Church of St. Francis' to, confess before 
the Easter. Communion. After I ,had filiished my c.omes-
sion the priest, Fr. Egidio Vella, said: • 

"N aw I 'am bound to ask you, in fu1fHment of orders 1 
, have Teceived' from the Chul'ICh authorioties, what :party 
. you ·belong to, and if you 'side wUh Strickland's and do 

not ehan·ge y.our o,pimon I cannot 'g>ive you absolution." 
I.replied: "These matters are rpure~y temporaJ and 

,have.nothing to do with spiritual aff·aJrs. I therefore ·re
fuse to reveal to which 'Party I propose ,to ·give my vote 

. at the next election." 
He replied: '~My. orders aTe :precise and :preclude me 

from absolving you." 
Luigi Gauci, aged 19, farm la:bourer, deposed: 

1 wimt to ~onfession to the Rev. Michael Vella.' 'He 
asked me to w.hat party 1 ,belonged and on my replyoing 
that 1 w;as a Strick,lander, ,he warned me that I incurred 
mOl'lta'l 'sin. On my .remarking that I was not even an 
elector as I was under age, he said, "It does not matter, 
as the order is 'general and ·applies even to women and 
children." 
The British Go'Ver.nment i'n a 'statement d,a!ted M.ay 9, 

1930, 'a.dvised 'tJhe' Holy See that the 'co'Ul'Ise 'of the ecoC'l'esi
als1'Ji,cal 'authO'rities >at Mal'ta was, 'in its 'Opinion, ,in the 
hi'ghest Idlegree 'reprehen,sible, Jllind that it f.elitC'OmpeHed 
"to ,au1lho·rize the Govern()l" of M'aI-ta ;to exer:ci'Se hils re
sel"ved' ,powersa:nd to ,suspend the ,electionoS 'in the LSiland 
(W.B., pp. 141-142). Bya Pro-memoria d'ated May 19, 
1930, ,the Holy See'S'U'stained the ecclesia,stiCial auith()ri-

.ties in M:aI.ta, ,Ln ;their ulse of the Ic'onfeSlSli'on.a.1 'and de
dwred the 'investigation of the ,-c<)nfe8JSIional pai:nf'Ul 'aoo 
s'ariJous:ly.offen'sive to the Faith. "The H()lly See", it 
,saidl, "'CJannlOt ,refra-i'n from· Hfbi'ng ilbs v'O,ice' and protest
'iug 'm ithe mOIst emphatic manner." (W.B., p. 145). 

,RoJ.itica.J :a:nd re.li'gi()u's f,eellin.g ran h-igh, and 'On May 
23, 'an a'ttempt W'alS mwde to alSiSlaSlsinate Lord Stri'ck
la'nd. T-he ~ul'lebs misca'l"l"ied .. A 1lJu'mher of the iead'in;g 
Mal,te's'e :citizens 'add'reSiS'ed a loe'tter to the Ar.chbilShop 
wsking ibhat he 'aHow a 'special Te neu'lll to be SUD.'g illl 
the Cathed'ral ()f St. John 'as ,a tha:n'k!Slgiv,i'Il'g fo'r the 
escape IOf LO'M Sllrk.k.land. Thios request W81S ref.used.. 1 

An attempt ,to 'storm·,the }tIoman- Ca1lho]1c Oathed,ra~ wa's 
ma.de, .and, 'rioibing foHowed 'In the :streets.· 

The .Pop,e 'On Au·gu1st; 22, 1929, re'ce,j.ved a ,company' of 
the dtizen'sof Moal-ta, O!Il a ,vilsit to Ro-me. Referl"m'g ,to 
I11he 'civil d'ilsburbances d'n Malta, he d'ecl'ared ,that to be 
with 'the B1~hops and ithe Pope m.eant ifio ibe with J'eB\li& 
'Chiri'st, (If Whom they m'Ust think when they ,looked at 
a Bis'h()p, and thoat "wh(lever is not unl(f,er Ibhe proteebion 
of the Pop'e ,sh'ltH ibe O'V,el'loome" (W.B., p. 105). 

The British Government on May 16, 1930, made the 
continuance of negotiations with the Vatican "condition
al upon orders ,being given by the Hoiy See to the 
episcopal authorities in Malta and Gozo which wiD re
store to the electorate of the colony complete freedom 
to exercise their .political judgment,': (p. 142). 

The H()ly See reiiused the condition, again affirming 
that the Bishops were fully within their authority', and 
ad·monished the British Government that the Two 
Powers, the two complete societies, ecclesiastical and 
civil (none other than the Roman Catholic Church and 
the political State), were constituted by God Himself, 
and that the Roman Church no ,more than the State 
could renounce its essential rights (p. 151). 

In the ci'Vil crisis thus created the British Government 
by Letters Patent ,suspended the Maltese Constitution; 
the impending elections were indefinitely postponed; the 
British Governor assumed full charge of Malta as a 
Colony of the British Crown; the expiring Parliament 
lapsed; the electoral franchise was put in aibeyance. Such 
is the civic paralysis which has come about in Malta 
,thr()'U'gh ithe IlISse,rtion by the Pope of ill,i,s' rLght to de
prive a British subject, professing the Roman Catholic 
religion, of the civil liberty guaranteed him 'by the law 
of the land, and through the utilization -by the Roman 
Catholic Hierarchy' of the confessional and the Sacra
ments to coerce the action of Roman Catholic citizens 
in an issue which the Holy See . holds is religious and 
of the chul"ch, -but which the British Government holds 
is political and of the State. 

We quote the discriminating cOIr)ment of an American 
editor: 

. "The issue in ,Malta may have once been confused. The 
action of the prelates 'has -made it simple. It is 'Whether 
'a citizen is entitl~ to vote according to ibis own consci
ence in 'a democratic country. Unless that 'Privi,lege as 
safeglll:arded, true self-government ceases to exist in 
.Malta 'and pO'litical iPower passes :Ilroin the pe,ople and 
their representatives to the priests.''' 

1: The Ti?lIes (London), June 5, ·1930. 
2. The Net" York Times, June 9, 1930. 
3. ·From editorial In The Christ»n Science Monitor (U.S.A.), June 2, 1930. 
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Malta During the War . Monday's Meeting 
From the for,egoing story one 'Can., see ,how anxious 

the Vatican was to secure control' of Ma:lta; and the 
history of Maita during the war discloses the reason. 
Malta in Italian and then in ,German hands would 'liave 
heen a deadly 'olbsta'Cle to the c'Ontl'lof of the MeJdliter
ranean. Surely it was providentia:lly ordered' that the 
Acting-Governor' and Commander-in-Chief of Mialta, at 
thi,s -time' ,should' be 's'Uoch ·an ,o'ne as ii~eu'tentant-Gener8.JI 
Sir W. G. S. Dobbie, K.;C.B., C,M.IG., D.S.O. ·General Dob
bi,e',s 'confession :has a'ppe'aJred in !s'eve-ral publtication's; 
the following is taken 'from The S~l!-.ntyman: 

MALTA'S MAN OF DESTINY 
The magnificent defence of Malta has won the a(lmira

tion of the world. Some one thousand air attacks, as 
well as na11al atta.cks, ha'l;e . alread1/ been made upon it. 
The papers prepare us for even greate?' efforts on the 

. part of the Axis powers to lay this sentinel and key of 
the Mediterranean in ruin. The heart of the Common
wealth of Nations burns within it when viewing the 
courage cf its soldiers and inhabitants q,nd a Christian 
world reme.mbers befo·re God daily its gallant Com-
mander and his forces. , 

What kind of 'man is ·this, who so nobly faces ~he 
utm,ost the Nation's enemies can do and victoriously 
thwarts their 1t'icked plans? 

4ieutenant-Gimeral Sir W. G. S. Dobbie, K.c.B., 
C.M.G.. D.S.O., Acting-Governor and Comnnander-in
Chief, has recently given in mem,01'able words the secret 
of his ability "to face life." Writing to the .patper "The 
Pilgrim" in South Africa, he says: 
\ I gla91y give my testimony to the saving and keeping 
power of God in Christ. 

I came to' know him as my Saviour foriy-seven years 
'ago, and alI throu'g:h my" military service to the present 
day He ha:s. been my Saviour ·and Lord. Although I have 
.often :and often been unfaithful to Him, yet He 'has never 
'been unfaithful to me, nor ha's He -let me down. r have 
always' been sensible of the fact that my sins, which were 

. :forgiven me when I first accepted Him as my Saviour, 
were blotted lQut once for 8'11, and that in spite of my J 

failures I have become "'a new creature in Ohrist JeSlUS." 
That realization has given me a profound peace which 
none of the circumstanc~s of army life in peace or war 
have been able to disturb. 

I should also like to testify that .to serve ,God and to 
follow Him is 'a very real and ,practical thing in the Anrny. 
The help thilt He gives is also real and practical, as I 
have proved times withqut number. I have made it a 
ha.bit ,to ,bring all my problems to Him, hath great and 
smaH, both profes'sionaI 'and ;private, 'and I can testify 
thJ1t the help He' gives Is ,certain and convincing. 

I have known Him now for forty-seven years, and I 
could not face life without Hi'm. I pity from the bottom 

:. of my heart th.o-se who are trying to live without-Ham. 
They' little know what they are missing-it is no SlIli8!};l 
thing to know .that aI,I the past has 'been for-given, that 
help fr-om the hands of .,.,1mig:hty God is available for ,the 
,present, and that the whole future for eternity is as
sured. I' am not presumptuous when I say ,I 'kno:w that, 
because it hIllS all been g,iven ,to me by His .g.race-apart 

. from my .own desert-so I commend such ~ Saviour :to aH .. 

'An Address Instead of a Sermon 
The weekly sermon is omitted froin this issue ·because 

of the .length of the address 'published in its place. This 
address' has been issued in :pamphlet form, and a limited 
number of copies are ,available for distribution at the 
following rates: . 

Single copy, .05;' 6 copies, .25; 15 copies, .50; 40 
copies, $1.00. 

M:onday was an unfortunate night for the meeting 
at which the address contained in this issue was de
livered. The temperature was 'below zero. We heard a 

• report that it was ten ,below,' It may not .have been 
quite so ,cold, but we should not have felt disposed to 
dispute the question with anyone had they announced it 
was forty below! The balmy ,breezes of a southern 
climate which have warmed us for the greater part of. 
the winter found 'people as unprepared to meet the 
attack of Jack. Frost as was the American Navy in Pearl 
Harbour. However, there was quite a large congrega
tion, The Globe and Mail estimated four hundred. Others 
'Put the estimate much :higher-it was sev'eral times 
larger than most political meetings. The address will 
,be 'better understood in any event in its printed form. 

Isn't This Lovely? 
One scar-cely knows whether to be amused or to be 

'angry wiith 'IlIe'W1Si from Eire. Someoue sent UIB a l'ittle 
dipping fll"om lOne of the London papers the other day, 
qu'oting ·a typi,cal hu,SIh worn,a'D on a DuibU'Il tram 
as gleefully saying to someone, "Thanks .be to, ·God, the 
Eng'liish 'n'ow a:re properly' !bate."· ' In reply 'her friend 
said, "'Yes, and I suppose the Oermans will soon be 
landing in Eire." ~'Faith", she replied indignantly, "the 
English Navy would never a:llow such a thjng, surely!" 

Certainly the' Irish mind is a thing apart. It is con
stantly declaring its enmity toward England, yet com· 
fortably adopts a neutral attitude in the' assurance that 
her worst enemy, Britain; will protect her . 

Here is a gem ··taken from The Winnipeg F'ree Press 
of January 31st. '(The emphasis is ours): . . 

SEIZURE IS FEARED 
. By William 'King 

.. Dublin, Eire, Jan.' 30 (AiP)-Official concern is felt 
here that ,the'arrival of United States troops iii. Ulster 
may ·be preliminary to seizure of Eire's naval' ,bases 
which the united nations need badly for the Battle of 
the Atlantic, an informed source said -today. 

"We are so ke\ln on peace," said one Irishman, "that 
we will fight for it. 

"Although I don't think it will come to that, any 
attack by Germany would not necessarily mean that we 

. would call for help from anyone. Foreign troops 'would 
automatically walk in to fight beside Eire's army." 

This neutrality of Eire '.is strongly expressed both . 
by officials and by the man on Dublin's streets. 

Eire's 250,000 troops are' not armed adequately, and 
the government attitude i8 that they should be equipped 
b11 Britain. 

Of/iciall11, Eire feels no obligation to fight by the side 
of Britain even though she admits she is dependent upon 
Allied shipping. '. 
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'Premier ling's P.lebi~cile Speech • In Commons Analyzed 
u 

An Address by Dr~ T. T. Shields' 
Delivered in- Jarvis .street Baptist Church, Toronto, Monday Evening, Feb'ruary 2nd, 1942 

. I spegk upon the subject announced for this evening's 
address because I belie~e the' plebiscite proposal now 
before the Canadian Parliament has in it such danger
ous potentialities as may seriously affect the -peace of 
the Dominion. In my view the campaign preliminary to 
the vote, as well a3 the vote itself, whatever the result, 
must inevitably greatly retard, if it does not seriously 
impede the present war effort in which. we are engaged. 
But in addition to that, it contains' possibilities of dis
ruption to our nationai structure as potent as are the 
explosives contained in n super-bomb for the destruction 
oJ the strongest b'lilding. I shall endeavour to restrict 
my discussion t~ the narrowest possible limits consistent 
with a fair exposition of the subject. 

In his reply to the speech of the present Acting-Leader 
of the OPPosition in Parliament, Mr. King said: 

"In the political contr.oversy which unfortunately has be
come so acute of late; which is obscuring the magnitude 
and balanced nature of Canada's war effort, and which, 
moreover, threatens to impair i,ts efficiency, attempts are 
being made to confuse in the public mind thre,e things which 
should be kept separate and distinct. With resPE!ct to each 
of these the Government's position is being misrflpresented: 

The first relates to total effort to meet total war. 
The second relates to national selective service as a mean. 

to this end. 
The third relates to the applic,tion of compulsion withou~ 

restriction 'of any kind; 'in other words, to conscription for 
service in the armed forces overseas. 

As respects total effort to meet total war, that is and has 
been right along the policy of the present administration. 
As regards national selective service as a method of achiev
ing a total effort, that too is and has been ~e p~licy of !Jle 
Government. As respects the use of compulsum' In applYlDg 
the principle of national selective service, that, also, is a 
part of Government policy. In the case of compulsion only 
one definite limitation has been recognized and that is the 
limitation of the use of compulsion as a method of raising 
men for miIi,tary service overseas." 

"No One Wants Confusion 
Mr. King says: "Attempts are being made to confuse 

in the public mind three things which should be kept 
separate and distinct." I do not believe any responsible 
person, in Parliament or outside of it, in the press or 
on the platform, has any desire to effect confusion in 
the public mind. What we all desire is that such a clear 
win-the-war programme shall ,be set ,before us by the 
Government as to obviate all possibility of confusion. 
From the quotation I have made; it would appear that 
the only matter of controversy 'between the people and 
the Government---and I quote Mr. King-is "the limita.
tion of the use of compulsion as a method of raising men 
for, military service overseas." ' 

By far the larger part of Mr. King's speech is 'occupied 
with ·a statement of what Canada has done in the pro
duction of ships, the enlargement of its navy, and more 
particularly the contribution it has made in food, muni
tions, and finance, to Britain. , For all the Government 
has done in these partieu'lars, it, has, I am sure, the ful1 
appreciation of the e.ntire' nation. In these respects, 
what the Dominion of Canada desires is that the Gov-' 

ernment should make the largest possible eontri'buti~1I 
toward the maintenance of Britain in the war, of which 
Canada, by its utmost effort, is capable. 

We agree with Mr. King, that so'ldierslmust be armed, 
and that both the fighting services and the civil popUla
tion must -be ,adequately fed. The utmost that' Canada 
can do toward this end will not be too much; And no 
Government of Canada need fear that the 'people of this 
country will' ever complain of its pro~igality in these 
directions. . , 

But if it be true that an army must be supplied 
w.ith· food a'nod mun'itions, it is equal-Iy true that muni
tions without, men 'can never win the war"; 'and such 
dissatisfaction with the Government's effort wi now 
obtains throughout the Dominion-and I believe it is 
very deep, that it is Dominion-wide, and that it is daily 
growing in intensity-is derived from the Government's 
feilure to make the same total effort in the provjsion ot 
'men that it claims to be making in the supply of' muni-
tions. ' " 

Compulsion Already Applied 

It is not, necessary' to discuss the prinCiple of com
pulsion, for the Premier very properly admits that the 
principle of compulsion is not only embodied in the vari
ous war measures taken by the Government, but in the 
National Resourc~s Mlobilization Act of June 20th, 1940. 
In order th,at you may have the Premier's words clearly 
,before you, and that it 'may be included in the record, 
I here' make a further quotation from his speech: : 

"In ,the case alike of the mobilization of material resources 
and of manpower, some 'measure of compulsion is necessarY, 
just as it ·is in the case of the mobilization of financial 
resources. The use of compulsion, or if you prefer the·word 
'conscription,' fOr the m~bilization of material'resources and 
manpower is n.ot new. lot has been approved by tlUs Parlia
ment. The principle of compulsion 'is embodied in the Na
tional Resources Mobilization Act, which was en'acted on 
June 20, 1940. This act gives the Government, very wide 
powers to mobilize, for war purposes, both the material 
resources and the manpower of the country... . . 

Already the rationing of some commodities for civilian 
use has "begun. If we are to achieve a total effort, far more 
drastic curtailments will follow. 

The whole business of mobilizing material resources is not 
spectacular; it is far from pleasant; but it is the. real founda
tion of a total war' effort. The Government has never hesi
tated to take any of the necessary steps' at the moment it 
was believed they were essential. 

I turn now .to the question of the mobilizing of "inan~ 
, ;power,' w'hlch ter-m, 'by the way, when it is used without 

definite restriction, is intended . to comprehend 'woman-
power' as well. . . • , 

National seleetive service is'the method by which the, Gov
ernment proposes to accomplish ,th,e mobilization of man
power on an extended scale. Let ine define national service 
as it is understood by the Government. By national servic:e 
is meant any form of service, either voluntary or compulsory, 
which contributes directly to Canada's' war effort. ' 

By national selective service is mean~ .·the selection "of men 
and women for the various fonns of national service accord
ing to the method or methods calculated to produce the inQst 
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satisfactory results. .In order -to be selective, national ser
vice does not necessarily need to be compulsory. 

Voluntary. service is also selective. The army, for ex
allllPle, does not accept every man who offers to enlist. In 
finding the right place for a man, no quality is likely to 
count for more thoan wi'l'lingness to serve. Compulsion is 
only of value where it serves to· eIlBure 'a greater total 
eft'ort. 

Employ It Where Needed 
Wherever necessary. and of value in increasing Canada's 

war effort, the Government is prepared to em,ploy compul
sion. 

It would, however, be ·a waste of eft'ort to engage a small 
army of ofBcials to compel people rto do what they are per
fectly. ready and willillg to do without compulsion. 

·Inannouncin·g that nationa;} selective ·serv.ice is tJhe method 
by which the Government ·proposes to accomplish the mobi
lization of manpower on an extended scale, rthe Government 
is not announcing a new policy. What we propose to do 
is 1;0 extend' what, in fact, we have been doing right along, 
that is, to appIy the principle progressiveoly. In other words, 
we intend ·to continue to extend tJhe application of national 
selective ·service to meet new needs '&'8 they arise." 

Let us examine what Mr. King has here said. He 
first explains that th~ principle of compulsion 'has al
ready been applied in the mobiliza.tion of manpower; 
and that the selective pnin'C'iple illL naifiioo'8'l servli'ce 
aopplies Iboth to 'V'o1uJlltary land; -oompu!ltSOry service. 
We all understand what. that means, I suppose, but per
haps for the .purpose of clarity it ··may be a little more 
e~licitly stated. The pn'"nci·ple of compulsion in the 
Mobilization Act is now applied exclusively for home 
defense. That is to say, men who are conscripted for 
the army .by the tJimitational provisions of the Mobiliza
tion Act cannot be sent outside of Canada. 

Mr. King says: . 
"What we ,propose to do is to extend what, in fact, we 

have heen doing right along, that is, to apply the principle 
progressively; In other words, we intend to continue to 
extend the application of national selective service to meet 
new needs as they arise." . 
. There is. nothing in this to indicate that the Govern
ment proposes to apply the principle of compulsion for 
m'ilitaryservice beyond the boundaries of the Dominion. 
All they will do is to apply the principle "progressively"; 
and inasmuch as the Premier includes in the phrase, 
.vnational selective service", both voluntary and compul
sory service, the Government's announced proposal bindl! 
them to nothing at all. 

Mr. King says: 
. "The policy also envisages im,provement In the method of 

selecting men for compulsory military training .and service." 
But there is not a word here about compulsory service 

abroad. '. 

Quebec Dictates ,Terms 

I come .now to ·a 'CO'DISidteration of . the Premier's 
statement in respect to the Dominion's decision 
"to stand -at the side of Britain in the . resistance of ag
gression, and the defense of freedom." Let me read 
this' extraordinary statement: 

"Every honorable member of this House ,knows thoat, except 
for the asllurance that, in' the event of a European war, 
there would be no conscription for service overseas, this 
Parliament Wou'ld never 'have decided, in the j·mmediate and 
unanimous manner in which it did, to stand at the side of 
Britain in the resistance of aggression, and the defense of' 
freedom.. 

Honorable members are also aware that if, at the time 
when Canada's participation in the war was challenged in 
an election in the Province of Quebec by a Government pre
feBBing a different political faith, a like assuranee with 

respect to service overseas had not been given in the name 
of the present Governreent by ·the late Rt. Hon. Ernest 
Lapointe, by ~e Minister of Public Works (Hon. P. J: A. 
Cardin) and other Liberal leaders and members of this 
House of Commons from the Provinee of Quebec, the verdict 
of the 'People of that Province might have been wholly dif-
ferent. . 

W'hen, three months later, the direction of the war eft'ort 
of Canada by the present Administration was chaUenged
though from an opposite eJrtreme-by a resolution of the 
Legislature of the· Province of Ontario, and the Administra
t!0n appealed to the ,people of Canada in a general elec:
tion. the Government gave the assurance that, if returned 
to power, it would continue to maintain the policy of no 
conscription for service overseas. 

Not only the Government, but the then Leader of the 
Conservative Party-a party disguised, it fa true, for the 
time being, as ~e National Government Party, took an 
equally ~rong stand in opposition 1;0 conscription for over
seas Bel'Vlce. 
. The candidates, not of one political party only; but the 
vas~ maj~ty of candidates in the general election, gave 
theIr con·stItuents to. understand that they were opposed' to 
a policy of conscri'Ption for overseas service. • . . 

Outside Parliament altogether, the political skies· now 
have become so overcast with controversy, ·pr~oted by high
,pressure methods and Illigh-ly financed 'Publicity, that the 
nature and extent of Canada's war etl'ort is not only being 
obscu·red. but is in danger of being seri.ously impaired." 

Mr. King admits that standing "at the side of Britain~' 
is to engage "in the resistance Qf aggression, and the 
defense of freedom"; and yet he says that but for his 
pledge, ''thl!ll'e 'Would b'e no 'ooDiscriptironfo·r servi,c~ 
overseas, this Parliament would never have decided in 
the immediate and unanimous manner ·in which it did, 
to stand· at the side of Britain in the resistance of 
aggression, and the defense of freedom." That is to 
.say, Mfr. King tells us that ·the· Canadian Parliament 
would never have agreed that this countrY would take 
its place "in the resistance of aggression, and the defense 
of freedom" if the price of such resistance and defense 
wa:s ,coD'S'crip.tion for .servi'ce OVet'lseas. 

Di~ Quebec Serve N«*;1ce on Premierr, 

How does Mr. King know. that to be a fact? Such 8 
proposal was never submitted to the HO'use of Commons. 
He ·must have been informed by certain ·elements in the 
House that the price of their acquiesence in Canada's 
participation in the war was a pledge that there should 
be no conscription for service overseas. What was that 

. element then which had so clearly indicated its deter
mined stand to the Prime Minister? 

Mr. King goes farther and tells us that it was because 
"a like assuranee with respect to service overseas" had 
beeD given to the ,people of Quebec by the late Right 
Honourable Ernest Lapointe, and the Minister of Public 
Wor~9, HO'l1ou'llaMe P. J. A. CaMin, that the people of 
Quebec d·efeat~d tJhe PlIoVlincli'8:1' Go:voern.mE!lllt of that 
time (Duplessis' r~gime), 'and elected instead the pres
ent Government, whi'ch &S we aU knrow, LS headed by 
Premier Godbout. 

. Quebec Dictated 
It mu"t surely be admitted on the ground of Mr. King's 

own statement, therefore, that the Province of Quebec, 
a minority of the people of this Dominion, dictated the 
Government's policy; and that only in consideration of 
the pledge made in Parliament by the PrIme Minister, 
and made to Quebec through Mr. Lapointe and Mr. 
Cardin, did the people of Quebec consent to Canada's 
participation in the war; for the Prime Minister said 
that had not theae' pledges been made in Quebec, "the 
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verdict. of the people of that Province might have been 
wholly different". And had not the assurance been 
given in the House of Commons that there would be no 
conscription for overseas service, the House of Commons 
·would not have voted "in the immediate and unanimous 
manner in which it did." 

The .Prime Minister infDrms us that the consent of 
Parliament for Canada "to stand at the side of Bri·tain 
"in the resistance of aggll",e:SlsiO'n, and the defence of f'l"ee~ 
dom" W.8JS secured ,by ,this ,assurance, 'and ltihe inevitable 
-irmpHcatron of his Istatement 'i's that tMs 'a'ssurance was 
given: to secure the consent of the .Province of Quebec. 

Premier Godbout in· 1940 

More th'an a year ago we printed an extract from a 
. report of ,R spee~h delivered in Plessisville, Quebec, on 
November 17th, 'by Mr. Adalard Godbout, Premier of 
Quebec, and contained in the issue of l' Action Catkol~que, 
of November 18th, 1940, in which he was reported to 
have spoken as follows: 

"The Mobilization Law Is the most anti-imperialistic that 
has ever been passed in this country. This law adds "bao
lutely nothing to the powers. which the Federal Government 
already 'Possessed. On the contrary, it restrains the powers 
of Ottawa. The Federal Government bad the .perfect right 
to mobilize the resources and the citizens of this country 
for overseas service. The Mobilization Law adds only one 
clause to the previous statutes,' and that is a restrictive 
clause. This clause decrees that the mobilization of able
bodied men can take place only for the defense of the 
country. I defy anyone to prove that the law adds any
thing to the powers of the government of Ottawa. 

"1 'hope you wiU understand tihe incommensurable im
portance and merits of that legislation. We are 'a minoritJ 
in this country. The English, who came here after us, are 
more attached to England than we are, and that is easily 
understood. They would like to have seen conscription estab
lished for overseas service. But a little handful of French
Canadians led by M. Ernest Lapointe, dicta~ its wUl to 
the country." 

("Nous somm.es une minoritlf en ce pa/ys. L8S AnglGis 
qui sont arri1JeS ici, a.pr~s nous, sont plus a.ttacMs que 
nous a l'AngI8~6'I"'I"e et cela. se compr61'fd ptW/ait6'mtmt. 
lis auraient 1Joulu que la. conscriptlOft ~t eto.blie fHNII" 
service outre-mer. Malis UM petite 1!oignee dB Ca7lGdi67IB 
/rant;aiB, conduite par M. Ernest Lapointe, II dicU S6B 
1JOlonte8 IIU pays.") 

We learn, therefore, from Mr. ,Godbout that the Mobiliza~ 
tion Act was passed, not to give any additional authority 
to the Government, but for the sake of the restrictive 
clause forbidding compulsory military service for over
seas. Mlr. Godbout says: 

"The English who came here after us, are more 
attached to En'gland than we are, and that is easily 
understood. They would like to have seen conscription 
establi~hed for ovel"Seas service. But a little handful 
of French.rCanadians led by M. Ernest Lapointe: dictated 
its will to the country." 
We 'have quoted Mr. Godbout many times in the interim 

to the effect that Quebec, through a little handful of 
French-Canadians in the House of Commons, .Jed by M. 
Ernest Lapointe, had dictated its ·will to the Country. 
T·his is now confirmed by the Prime Minister's speech 
in the House of Commons. 

A Correl!lpondent of "Le Devoir" 
As throwing further light on this matter I make a 

quotation which also I published more than a year ago 
from an article from Mr. Leop01d Richer, Parliamentary 
correspondent of Le De,!{oir, w,hich appeared in the issue 
of that ·paper, November 2nd, 1940, entitled: "An In
acceptabl~ Pretext". The excerpt is as follows:. 

"As to the thesis of Mr. Mackenzie King that the prin
cipal recommendations of the Sirois Report, are .a neces
sity on account of the war, 80 as to permit the central 
government to make a maximum war effort, it is entirely 
inacceptable. French 'Canada has suffered, in silence and 
submission to duly constituted authority, the principle of 
participa.tion in the European War. Mr. Mackenzie King 
wHl be 1fue fi.l'S't one to admit that this was an extraordinary 
concession to Canadian unity on the 'Part of French Canada. 
But he ought a:Iso :to admit that it would be neither wise 
nor prudent, neither in the present nor in the future, to 
pas's the measure. How can he dare ask Quebec Ito cede 
to the Federal Government the means which allow the Prov
ance to safeguard its autonomy, its liberty, under pretext 
that it is necessary to fight to the limit in order to assure 
the liberty of other peoples?" 

"N8Itional Unity"? 
For a long time now we have ,been' urged, entreated, 

cajoled, and threatened, to be careful of our speech, lest 
we disturb "national unity". Mr. King now admits tacitly 
that there neyer has ,been any true national unity; that 
we have been spared the open opposition of the Province 
of Quebec only 'because Que~ was allowed to have her 
own way, or in the wor!is of Premier Godbout, was 
allowed rOO dictate her will to the .'country. 

I have foreseen from the very beginning of the. war 
that inevitably sooner or later we should reach a crisis 
in our Canadian affairs which would force us to decide 
whether Canada is to be 'governed by a minority or 
by the nl'ajority. 

Let· us now pause to consider for a moment this fact 
that at the outbreak of the war, ap,d Bubsequently, 
Quebec has steadfastly set itself .against conscription 
for .overseas service. What is involved in this determined 
policy of the Province of Quebec? We may for a moment 
think of the principle of conscription per 8e. Quebec 
has not objected to' compulsory military service. The 
principle of compUlsion i·s already in operation. Quebec 
objects only to compulsory military service for overseas. 

"Aggression" and "Freedom" in C8IUIda 

The Prime Minister admits that standing at the side 
of Britain is to. stand against aggression, and for the 
freedoIQ of the world. But is Quebec prepared to stand 
against aggression, and for the defense of freedom, only 
within the Canadian. boundaries? The sinking of the 
Lady HOIWkinB, a Canadian ship, with the loss of 'hun
dreds of lives, som~where off the. Canadian coast, surely 
proves th;a;t 'a,ggressio'Il and' 'hu,man freedom in Canad'D 
cannot ,be opposed or defend~, respectively, by fighting 
only within the Canadian boundaries. 

Is Quebec neutral in respect to aggression and the 
! destruction of freedom anywhere and everywhere but in 
Canada itself? .If it be replied that m/lny from the 
Province o'f Quebec ,have enlisted for overseas voluntar
ily, and that some of them have already .paid the price 
of their zeal for the world's freedom in Hong Kong, and 
that many others are equally ready to do so when the 
tide of war requires, and are even now awaiting the call 
of duty in Britain-what then? The question imme
diately arises, to Ray' nothing of Canadians from the 
rest of .Canada, have a sufficient num:ber of men from 
the Province of Quebec enlisted yoluntarily to guaran
tee tbat Quebec units in the war zone ·wiU not be left 
without adequate reinforcements? , 

How About the United States? 
And w·hat shall be said to the objection to conscrip

tion as such? The United States forces have been rai8ed, 
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so far as they are raised, and are now being raised, lty 
conscription. 'Presumably, the American' contingent, in
aJSJDuch 8.s it'ilS mad-e up of 'bra,ined ·m·en, now in N.or.tJh
ern Irel,and, wa's 'con-scriPted' iby the Un'i:ted' Sbatetl 
Government for service in the. United . States only. But 
after thus !hein,&, en:roUed land .traii~n-ed, these -men are, 
by Government authority, whether they like it or not, 
sent !oo.r sel"V'i,ce in No,rthe-rn Ireland. 

The British Army has been mobili~ed .for service any
where ·,by conscription. The same was true of the armies 
of France, and Belgium, and Italy,· and Greece, and' Ger
·m·a.ny, and' Russ-ia,a'nd w.e "pr.~u;me, 01: R'Oumanl!1,' /lJDd 
Bulgaria, and Japan. Thus all nations recognize the 
principle that in tIie' defense' of a country, and of all 

· that citizenship in that country imrolves, all the energies 
of the nation, in materials' and finance and manpower, 
must be compu'llSOrHy .employed. Upon: whiat 'giroun-d 
and for what reason, does Quebec' choose to 'repudiate 
that' universaIly-em'ployed principle of national defense? 

I think I know the r~ason. . I . fear we shall never 
effectively deal with the national pro'blem which ·Quebec's 
attitude presenis, until' the fundamental reason for 
Quebec's unalterable insularity is officIally' recognized 
a~d . acknowledged. But on this 'o~s'ion,,, I shflU not 
name the" reason. for this opposition, but ·content· mYllelf 
with an examination of the· fact, and its implicat,ions. 

Conscription Not An Issue In La.st Election 
.' The Prime Minister in' ·his speech in the House, as 
I have already shoWn -by my quotations from it; inakes 

· it perfectly -CIear· thait the Government, 'anld the p'aTty it 
:'represehts, arid the Leader' of the Conservative party, 
'at the last' election, 'as well as the Candidates for both 
· parties, committed themselves to a policy of opposition 
to conscription for overseas service.' I think there will 
be 'no' question as'to the accuracy of the Prime Mlblister'. 
contention in respect to this matter. But if it 'be ad
mitted that all parties had agreed to a policy of no con
scriptio~ ~or overse~s. servi·~e at the last election, and 

I . if' also it is admitted--as it· must be-that there must 
· have .. been some issue be~~re th((! People.' Who at that 

i eleCtion divided their votes among several parties, it must 
· sureli be ackriowledge'd ~hat' the iss~e before the public 

~ must have .bee~· something other than that of' the prin-
ciple o.f conscription for overseas service. . 

An Ontario Parallel 
. ; I 'find ·a·n 'exact paraUel :in prin·ciple 'in the action. of 
Ule Lilberal- and -GonlServati'V,e 'pa'rtiies in Ithe ProvincIal 
~I-ectiOn of 1934. .Before that el-ectIon the· then Oonser-' 

· vative Gove'i'nment pa'ssed 'a m-easure foOT the:-selling of 
'beer and wine by ,the ,glass ... lit mi·ght even be caned, !for 
·clearness of u;ndersta'ndi-ng, 'a measure wohich auth'Oll'
ized the open'ing IOf th-e beJVerage-rooms .. Mr.' Hepburn, 
who' W81S Lead'er' of'the Liheral o.p·position, at ,the outset 
·dedared that if he were elected he would not rescind 
.the m-ea'sure prf :the Henry 'regime, but would proC'lati-m 
'it. Thereafter Ispeak-~s of !both parties con-tended that 
that acti'On had ;flaken the liquor question out M poli
ti'cs, ·and that it was not ·an issu·e ·in ·the election. T·he 
people were give'n 'no oPlmrtUlnioty to. v,ollie either :for or 
.a·gaIn·st the beverage-rooms ,in thlat 1934 election be
cau,se !both parties bad ooinmi'ttE!ld theni'seltV-es to 'it. 

So in the 1a.s1t gene'l'al DOominion election, in obedience 
00 the ·demand of 'i'ts QU'e'bec foHowing, the Liberal party 
'c9'mmitted- itself to ·a poIi-cy of "mo: 'c'()D:sClri.ption· "for 
(,vel'lsea's s·ervi·ce". The Co'lllServative ,party, un-d-er Dr. 

M,anion, ho.p'in,g to win 'some support from Quehec, com
mitJted i·tself to the Isame. .poHcy. But in the .ad,optJion of 
th·at POoI'icy by ,the' Liib-eral pllll'ity, the people were not 
con-suUed. Neither were :th-eyc-onsulted' in. the ad-option 
of that poHcy 'by !the -ConSeN-ative pal"ty .. The electo,r
ate of the Domi'nion of Ca'nl8lda h'av·e .never had' ,the op
.poritu·ni~y 'of expres'sing tbemselveseither for or Slgla·in'st 
conscription for overseas servi'ce, 'for the reason· that no 
pa,rty offered itself to the oCanad'ian ,el-eetOil'laie approv" 
ing ·g-o.n·scription for overseas. Surely ,it mUlSt be ad·mit
ted th·al tbe Gov,e'rnment 'received' no· m-an-d'ate whate!Ver 
fora no-cop·srnptiOO1 for oveMeas .p'OH-cy. It ·ann'ounced 
that th'at wa-s Jts ·pol,i·cy, bult 'DID a1terllJati-ve .poUcy waf! 
o~ered by either pany. . 

For Mr. Kin'g, therefor'e, to assume ,tm8lt h·e is hound 
. by the vote of , the ·people to a "no""COnscl'iption 'Pol'icy", 
is 'bo ,impugn the intelHgence of th-e electorate to wthieh 
such a SU'bmission is addressed. 

What If Premier Did Pledge? . 
. But telt us, fur the soak-e of ar.gumeD't,. Slssu'me that Mr. 

Ki·ng 'is justifi'ed in feeling that the 'Vote at -the last ele·c
tioD- WBIS a no-con'scription vote, I' -do ·bu.t remind you 
of what everyibody kn-oWlS, that the world in wMch Mr. 
Kin'g opledJged his ·no-.con·scrip1li'on polti'cy h'a's pas~sed 
aWl&y. ThLs lis 'an -eniflirely different world. ·Sin'ce that 

·time all the nation·s·'o·f Europe ·btalVe fallem u-nder the 
P'ow-ell' of the dli:ctatollS', .and more than !two hUDid'l"ed mil
lionls of ·people h-ave bee'n l'edueed to . a form of :slavery 
the degradation of which has never been surpassed in 
tf1h·e world'!s h'i·story. .Si:nce th'a~ time Japan has I&Ctively 
·engaged in the war a:gain-st ,the world'lS Hbel'lti-e·s. Japan 
hSls manifested 'surprising ·strength; ·and 'it i,s .sca'rc~ly 
too mu·ch to .say :that at the inom-ent---Jbut tempOll'arily 
only we ·believe-she is virtually mistress of the Pacific. 
There is good reSlson to 'beHeve that h-e:ra·rm·eQ :f.orces 
have 'been operati·n'g ni()t far from ,the P·Slcijfi·c Coast of 
thils ContineJIt, 'amd I have ·already remar~ed. on the ac-

. tivity of the en-emy 'On the Atl·a.nltj·c soo.boal'd. Surely 
·i·t must be ·generaUy 'admitted: itihat th·e world of to-day 
lis' eIlltIrely d'ifferent'forom .the worltd81s .it exilsted at the 
last D9minipn general election. 

The E?,ample of President Roosevelt 
'In 'proof 'of that 'cha'nge I in-eed 'Only -cite the exam-pIe 

of the Unlited! States. President Roosevelt ,had ,gone 
-mu·ch ,far.ther Itha'n Mr. -K,i·ng. He pled'ged himself not 
to send' 'an Ame·riC.an ~xped'i'tionary F'ol'lCe ·OoveTisealSl. 
T·he Q!1estion wheth'er ,su'Ch 18 FOorc'e was 'Cons'cripood 
'or ·V'0Iu.n-t8lri·ly eni}lj·sted· was not l'.aioSed. The Amel'ic'an 
Gov·ernment Slgain 'and ·a·g.a'in ·co·mmiltted itlS'el;f to a far 
'More extreme p·osrtion ;than that of 1Jhe Caniadi'WD Go'V
ernment. They u·ndertoo:k to lend every a's's'rstan-ce :to 
Britain ",shOl1'.t .of war". But how ,I:ong did, it take P.resi
·dent R'oOosevelt an'll ,the A-meri'ean Gover·nmem.t to cha'nlge 
their mind's? After Pe8Jl'1 Hal'fbour, Mr. ROOlSeveI.t d'id 
not ask Gongress to authorize ·a .pleibiJsClite Ito Igive iIlb-e 
Ameri·can people .an opportunity .to s'ay wh.eth·er they 
would rel-ease him from 'Ms pledge. He p8!id the Am
eri·ca·n peo·p'l-e the c·o~Hm·ent of 'a'ssuming that they had 
a IlirtJtle ,inteIHgance; and that lihe· J·apan-e·se a'SlSault 6l'1. 

Pearl Hal'looulr had 'Ch'an'ged ithe whol'e world-situation, 
. 'and ,that what md·ght 'ha'Ve been ·areSlsonahtle poH'cy two 
y:eal'ls ·agoa, could .nlot !be maintll.in'ed' in the face of the 
new .sit'Uatio~. Mr. Rooseve'llt aSiked the Congress ISO to 
amend- its laws as to permit him as Commander-in-Chief 

{ 
Co 
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to se'nd the Amel'i'can al'mY ·anywhere. Nor ha·s he lost 
any time in pu tt:inog that 'chan-ged .'Policy into effect, for 
even ·at ttMs hour an Ameri-can Ex.ped'itiioIlJa·ry ~ollce i,s 
s'ta'ti'oned in Northenn Il"el·and. 

Restrictive Clause in Mobilization Act Should Be 
Rescinded 

I ventu're the assertion that ~if the Government were 
c'ourageously to d,o what it ou'ght to d'o, ·and Il'Iescind' the 
l'estriC'ilive da:u,se of ,the Moib"iliza1lion Act, for that is 
all that ,is nec·es·sary, and take to ilbs·el{ f'UI~ p'ower to 
co.ns·crip't eve'rylthin'g and everyobod!y ,in Calnada for 
su'ch .se·rvicoe a's they may :be able to render anyw.here, 
the Gov·ernme:nt would meet with noO oppositioOn, I ven
tUlle ,to ,believe, in th~ whole Dorniln;ion,. outside of 
Que1:)ec. 

An Unworthy Insinuation 
But let me 'repeat 'a sentence wMCll I have aIol'ealQy 

. quo·ted f~om lVII'. Ki:ng"sspeech. He says: 
"Outside Parliament altogether, the politica'l skies now 

h':lve beeome so overcast with controversy, promoted by 
hlg.h-pressure methods and hl'ghly financed publicity, that 
the nature and extent ~f Can·ada's war effort is not only 
being obscured, but is in danger of being seriously im
paired." 
The .only ,sk!i~s which. Mr. K,i'IlJg 'sees to be oOV'e!l"cast 

outside -of Pal'lHament ·ar·e the "politi'c·al skies·." Appar
ently Mr. Ki-n'g ha;s been ·so long a poNtici·an rather than 
a ·statesman, a;n.d has 'S'O habitu·ate:d hdmse1f to ·acting 
from 'Politic'a"i motiv·es, that he seems Ito 'be linocapable ~'f 
crediting anyone with sincerity. He attributes u·lterior 
mo'tiv'es to oall hoi-scritieos. Mr. King at of;Ms poind; seems 
to di,sclose the w()Irk!ingtS 'of hrs own mind. Does he noOt 
know 'that mmioThS ·of "CamaJdiaIIJs dl() n'o.t 'care !tihe pro
verbioa,l ",continental" for 'P'obitic's a's such? Does he noOt 
know that there 'are .miHions of peo.ple who ·are delri·rou·s 
on'ly of 'seeing Oanada wi'sely and, justly 'gov·erned, and 
all he·r emer.gies employed in defience oOf the' w()rld's 
f'reeci'om; and that the·se· mmioDls do not ·c·are who Ifhe 
Governmen.t may !be, whether oOnservaotive or Dilberal 
or C.C.F. ·so ,long oa:s they do the job weB? WohUe the 
w.orld 108 on ·fire Can-ad'a 'cannot 'affO!l"d to .spend her 
energies discussing ·petty party politics. I refuse to be
lieve that the great mass of the Canadian people now 
demanod'im.g that Can·ad'a 'should :sp'are neither time Do·r 
effort to win the war, are actuated by political motives. 

Mr. Kin~ complains that the controversy is "pro
mot~d by hi'gh-pressure methodsh

• Surely in the history 
of this country no such hig·h-pressure methods have 
ever been used for' the purpose of accomplishing pol
itical ends as have been employed by the King. Gov
ernment. Every department of Government, the Post 
Office, the Department of Public Information, the Radio 
National Service, have been employed as propagand~ 
agencies for the Liberal party in general, and for the 
glorifi,cation of Mr. King in particular. It is surely 
unworthy of Mr. King to complain that his critics 
were resorting to "highly financed publicity." Where 
~s it? I have heard nothing of it. On the other hand 
Mr. King and his party have had control of . the Gov~ 
ernment treasury, and have poured out money like water 
the people's money, in promoting the interests of th; 
party in power. 

Does Parliament Monopolize Canadjan Intelligence? 
I come now to another matter: .. Mr. King says that: 

"If the issue of conscriiltion for service overseas is to 

, 
be fought out, ·the place for it to be fought out is on the 
floor of this Parliament." 
·Could anything be more inC()nsistent? Let me an .. 

ticipate what I must discuss in detail a little later by 
.quoting the formal question which is to be a:aked in 
the plebiscite'. Here it is: ' 

"Are you.in favour. of releasing the Government fr,om 
any obligation arising out of ·any past commitments !re

, strjcting the metl\ods of raising men foOr military ser-
vice?" . . 
How is it possible for the electorate to vote intelli- , 

gently on such a questioOn without discu·ssing the ques
tion 'invo1v~d? And that question is one of conscrip
tion for overseas service. In general, in a democratic 
country any sU'bject that may legimate1y be diseuued 
onothe floor of Parliament may be discussed· by th~ 
people whom Parliament represents. But Mr. King ap· 
parently would have us vote on the question sl1bmitted 
without discussing its merits, and then after that, if . 
the issue is to be discussed, "the .place for it to be 
fought out is on the floor of this Parliament". If this 
question .is forced upon us Mr. King will force us ali 
to discuss it. 

Premier Uses Any Tool For His Purpose . 
But Premier King Seems to be a,ble to use almost 

any tool for his purpose. When it suits him he magnifies 
Parliament above the Government, and obsequiously 
insists. that the Government is only the servant of Par
liament, and can do only what Parliament tells it to do. 
Again, if i,t ·suits ·him ,he can p·rorogll·e Parl,i·~.ment, ,gov
ern the ,country ,by ()r.der..iin"couD'cil,~nd act ·as thou.gh 
he were ia d'i'Ctator, treating Parl·j.amem and the ·people 
with equalc'oD'tempt. . 

Again, when he has reason to fear public discussion 
of. his measures, he wou.Jd restrict, at least by sugge6-
otion, the discussion to Parliament in which lie has a 
majority. of obedient followers. If Parliament should 

. seem to. be a little too obstreperous, Mr. King can sud
denly ,liecorne the most docile and obedient servant of' 
the people. 

Premier King's War-Record 
Let us examine Premier King's war 'record to throw 

Ii little light upon these tendencies. Mr. King was wedded 
to the trans-atlantic telephone, and insisted that he 
could confer with the British Government, and transact 
his business just as effectively by telephone as he coulf 
by going. to England. He held to that position for a 
long time, until at last, under public pressure, and when 
it ·became apparent that the Leader of the Opposition 
was going in ·any case, Mr. King flew to England. But 
when he was there he had no independence at all. He 
told the p~ople that he could do Il-othing at all ·without 
consulting ·hiscolleagues. One might assume .it was not 
possible for him to come to such an understanding on 
the collective attitude of his colleagues as to be able 
to represent them, and speak for them. Mr. 'Churehill 
has said that he is the servant of .the King and of the 
Parliament, and the Parliament is the servant of the 
peo.ple. Yet it was possible for ·Mr. Churchill to meet 
Mr. Roosevelt on t~e Atlantic and later to go to Wash
ington, and actually to commit the British Government 
and people to such measures as he and the President 
jointly agreed upon. 

. Then agaip., the Government, .by order-in-Council, de
cl~l'ed war on I,toum~mia, Hungary, and later on Japan, 
WIthout consultIng eIther the people or Parliament. Mr. 
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King knows very well that no voice of protest against be. tacitly admits ought never ,to have been made, and 
the Government's action in these particulars was heard actually suggests that one means of correcting his mis
anywhere in Canada. In these matters the Government take would be a general election. Considered in the 
did what any Government ought to have done in the abstract, the calling of a· general election' now would be 
circumstanees, and the ,Government is unanimously sup- little short of a crime. Surely Canada has something 
ported in these measures not only by Parliament' b~t else to do than that! . And yet, if we are to be per
by the people. petuaHy bound to the political chicanery of the King 

Why; then, is Mr. King so sensitive about his alleged Administration, I conceive of that as an even greater 
pledge? Why can he act with such indifference .toward ,burden than a general election. A referendum would 
Parliament and the people in some matters, and in this specifically commit the Government to the position ap
major question insist that he is 'bound by his pledge proved by a, majority vote of the electors. A plebiscite 

'to the electorate? would merelY release the Government from its' former 
commitments, and give it a free hand in respect to, 

The ~ovemment Already Free the method of raising men for military service. A 
I quote again from l\fJr. King.: referendum wou'ld be a 'Popular demand, the other only 

an opinion. We agree with Mr. King on the whole that 
"Quite apart from the controversy which has arisen, there neither a ·general election nor a referendum should be 

are the . strongest of reasons why the Government should, at ' 
this time of g1'avest .crisis in the world's 'history, possess thought of. . 
com~lete freedom to act in 'acc.ord'ance with ·its judg!!Dent of But let me quote ·further from Mr. King's speech: 
the needs of the situation as tthey may arise', sllbject' only to "As for' 'a .genera:l election, 'apart from. 1lhe fact IIlhat the 
its responsibility:to Parliament. . . • Government has ever.y reason to ·believe it oontillues to pas-

"In a world 'situ'stion so involved, with enemies on every sess the confidence of the country, it would not, we believe, 
front, with no one able to say what the .outcome of 'battle in be in the interest .of the poople themselves, in the existing 
other parts of t'he world may bring of·immedIate and mncreas- crisis, to leave t'he country without a Parliament for the time 
ed danger to .our own land, the Government feels strongly which it would take ·to hoId a general e'lection. 
that it sh'OU'ld' be ;perfectly free to recommend to Parliament "M'Oreover, other issues entering in, it would not be pas
whatever course ·of action it deems essenti'al to the secu.rity sible to say that the verdict of the people, whatever it might 
of ou·r own country, and to the preservation of :freedom lin our ,be, Ihad reIated solely to tilie issue of the ·application of con-
.own and other ·lands .... " scription for 'Overseas service." 

No one in his senses will dissent from Mr. King's Mjr. King thinks the Government still enjoys the con-
'position at this point. A war cannot be conducted by tidence of the country, and that it would ,be unwise to 
referendums arid plebiscites. A Government must have leave the country without a Parliament for the time it 
·freedom of action. It has 'such freedom. The only crit- would take to hold a general election. We subscribe 
icism of the country is that the -Government won't axer. to the latter contention; but not to the former. 
cise the freedom it has. Mr. King reminds me of an Wanting in Frankness 
authentic story from the west, of a benighted traveller, 
who drew up at an isolated house, on a stormy night, The further quotation from Mr .. King's speech which 
and knocked loudly at the door. Presently an upper win- I now make is anything ,but frank: 
dow was opened, and a gruff voice inquired: "Who is ''The objecti'On to a referendum on conscription is. that far 

from freeing the hands of the Government it w.ould be a 
there? What do you want?" To which the '.traveller specific request of the people to make a decision with respect 
replied that he .was a stranger, could ~d no place to to conseri;ption. As I have already said, the proper .place to 
stay, and he said, "I wondered if I could stop here for debate the question as to the 'extent to :wIhich conscription 
the n1'ght." The reply came: "Swre; .stay Il"i'ght there. should ,be applied is on the floor of Parliament. ... 

"A plebiscite differs from a referendum in that a plebiscite 
Who's a-hlinderin,g you?" And the window wa·s shut. is taken to ascertain the views tJf .the .people, 'Whereas a refer
Mr. King wants freedom, liberty of action. We answer endum is a request for a decision .by the ~eople on a specific 
him: "You have it. Use it. ,Who is hindering you?" plan or project; 

"The Government does not believe 1Jhat it would be fair to 
Mr. Kinffs "Firstly", "Secondly", and "Thirdly" the lpeople tio ask them to make military decision·s. It is, 'lIS I 

aI-ready have said, not possible, in wartime, :to ma'ke pu'blic 
Mr. King is somewhat Uke certain old-fashioned' adeqiUate information on which wise judgments can be made. 

preachers. He seems almost incapable of stating a "In consuIt;fu·g the people by plebiscite, the Government is 
position without his "firstly", "secondly", and "thirdly". not throwing on the ~ople the responi,bility of making a :rni!li
And here 'We have it: tary decision. It is asking the people to ·gJve the Government 

fuB .power and fU'lI responsibiHty to take whatever military 
"There are, as I see it, three means ,by which this release deciSIons the Government, in the li.ght of a1'1 its knowledge, 

could be obtained:· beLieves to pe necessary. In oonSU'lting the people, therefore, 
"The first would 'be 'by means of 'a ,geneMI election. In a we are not ghi~king respon'Si'bility, we are .asking for fuB 

general election at this time the issue of con,scription for ser- responsibHity." 
vice overseas wou'ld 'bec'Ome one of the issues and, in ex.isting 
'circu:mstances, would almost certainly be the main issue. • The referendum is objected to because it would not 

"The :sec.ond would be by means of a .referendum solely with free the hands of the Government, but ·compel them; 
reference to the question of conscription for service overseas. and that it would ,be "a specific request of the people 

"The third W'Ould be by means of oS plebiacite, not to obtain to make a decision with respect to conscription"; and 
·a decision with respect to conscri'Ption, but solely with the that the proper place to debate the question as to the 
objeet .of releasing the Government from any obligation aris- extent to which the cons'cription principle should be 
ing out of ·any past commitments restrictin.g the methods of 
raising men for ,miliary service. . . . applied should ,be on the floor of Parliament. . 

"The Government is of the opinion that neither a general . M K'''' III • 
election nor a referendum on the question of conscription is r. Ins S ogle 

\ either advisable .or necessary." How very considerate of Mr. King to relieve us of 
Condensed; the three means are: a g6n,eraJ, election, a ,the responsibility of ~aking such a decision! Does Mr. 

referendum, or a plebiscite. What an extraordinary King forget that his whole contention is 'based on the 
posi~i,!n ! Mr. King .is dealing with a pledge which now assumption that the people have already made a decision 
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in respect to conscription? Has he not told U8 that he 
specifically said there would be no ·conscrl·ption for over-. 
seas service, and that that specific pledge was specifically 
endorsed.by the people? Have the people of Canada lost 
their intelligence since the last· election? It Is insisted 
that the electorate 'has already committed itself to "no 
conscription": now Mr. King will not submit a r.efer
endum ibecause that would require the people to make a 
decision! 

Surely in that case the rule works both ways, and if 
at the last eZection we 'VOted, "No conscription", we are 
just as com.petent now to vote for conscriptiOn. 

The pl~ilScrite i'S :to be adopted hecau'se "the Govern
ment d!()611 not beHeve that it rwou:ld be :fair to the people 
to lask them .to make military d·eCli-si'G'ns." But votiill,g fOT 
conscription would not be making' a military decision .. 
It would be merely votin·g f'Or a principle by wMch an 
al'my 'couM :be m'Obilized. The public w.nI 'already have 
rbeen 'ad·equately 'inf'Ormed 'On the question 'Of ,caDISCrip
·tjoOIn. We know that a v·ast ·army ds necessary. We can
not have· too many m'en. 't wou,ld be !better to -have too 
many thran tao few. And lit is upO'n, thoart; question 'Only 
that we should be asked to decide: that we want the big
gest 'wrmy which Canadra ·can 'moMHze, and :that the best 
way :60 d'o 'it [s by a form of e01llscripti'OiIl. 

Political Subtilty 
Such ra ·conscriptio.n vote wou.]ld ·sti'll leave the Gov

ernment f.ree to apply it "progressively!' N'O conscrip
tion measure ·calls up everyone· 'Subject to -its pr.ovisione, 
at ·once. An.d the Government woo'uJ.d lStiU h'ave full !1'1b
erty Ito act as the eXli'genrcie's of the hour ,mig.ht require. 
We must ·eXlprerss our recogonibian· of, if n·ot our adm-ira
tio'n for, the p()liti~al sulhtilty involV'ed in the words I 
have ju'st quoted. 

Gross Mismanagement 

Mr. Koing endeaVoours·1lo defen.tl 'Ms Tecoro of the past 
Iby the remwrk, . - . 

"lot has not been necessary, nor would it indeed !have 
,been ohel'Pfu~, at an earlier stage to make demands upon 
the nation such 'as the Government has in contemplation." 
I am' of the opinion that the· Government has been 

guH:ty ·of the -grolssest dereUction .of d'Uty i.n its handling 
of the whole miHtary lSittu'ati·on. I d'Oubt whether in any 
admin,i-sbrabion. 'Of the ,p8lS·t, OttalW·a iIl'as ever know.n su.ch 
an 'aggregation of 'g'9vernmental ineptitude '8:S i·s repre
sented by the Ki:D1g .admin-istralfli'O'Il. 

'Dte People the Premier's Political Pawn 
I qu-OII;e &.ga'in from Mil'. ~in'g: 
"A course c,ompletely different from anyone of tlhe three I 

have mentioned flas 'been sug,gesteci. It is that the Govem
ment shou-ld ignore commitments altogeth~r, refrain from any . 
consultation :w.i:tlh or reference to the people, and' here and 

. now immediately put in force conscription f.or service over-
seas. . \ 

"1 ram perfectly sure that were ·any Government to proceed 
in !any such arbivary manner, completely mllrega.rdiJlg the 
wiIl of the people 'as e~ressed in tJhe 'Past, or 'as it might be 
expressed in the present, it would find any sucll attempt eft'ec
tively thwarted by the ,people's representatives in Pal"liament. 

"PerS'OnaHy, ,1 reject as unworthy· of consideration, any 
c.ourse of action by this or any Parliament 'Wbich ignores the 
authority from Which PrarHament and the Government aMke 
derive their power. I reject as' still more unworthy the sug
gestion that the Government 8'hou~d lrreak the solmen ,pledges 
given and repeated time and again to rt!h.e electorate. . • ." 

Thois ·p·a·SlSa·ge co.nfiTmls my rer:nal"1os 'Of a litbloe while 
3.lgoO 'in wMch I ,s'aid :that Mil'. KiDJg ooilld uee '&D.\Y tool :fDr 

Ms -purpo·se. Coming from a man' wh'O ,bas shown for 
.tJhe last year I8t le-atst, ;su'ch contempt for rth·e iniSbituti'O'Il 
of pa'l'l~a·men·t, ·an,d !the .rIghts of the people, it lis imporS
stbJoe iiOIl' me to 'rega:rd 'this statemenit '8:S being anytMng 
other than ·a piece of pol'itireal ·su:bterfu'ge. 

But I mUlst conti-nue my quotation 'Of the P·remier a 
f·ew sentenoees further: 

~'Perhaps I sll.ouoJd add that yet 'another course of action has 
been suggested. It is tbat I Should resign and advise His 
Excellency the Governor-General to can on some other per
son to form 'a Government which would ignore aU 'IWIt com
mitments and undertake to enforce. COlI8Cl'iption witihout any 
prior consultation with ·the rpeop'le. In other w.ords, I am be
ing asked to "sell my 'birthright for 1lirls .mess of pottage," 
and to destroy whatever confldence the people of Canada may 
possess in my !honor as a public man, and, in doing SoO, also 
to destroy the confidence they possess in the flonor ·and in~ 
tegrity of the Gov~ent." 

Premier shOUld Know Bibie Better 
Mr. K!in'g i·s nev:er mOO'le unfo·r!tuinate than- W\hen he 

refe'l'ls to Scripture in su·ppoT.t of Mrs POSIiti011. Of the 
. su-gge:sbi'O'llJ that he should- resitgn 'he lSays, "I .am Ibeinrg 
asked 'to ·seltl my b-irthri'ght .fo:r ·thi'8. mess of p()tillllge." 
We have long thought ·Mr. King believed .in the divine 
right, if not of kings, at least Qf King! Hill Premiership 

··he regards as his 'birthright! His resignation wO.Qld ~ 
selling 'his ibjrthright for a mess of pottage! 

Identify "Birthright" and "Mess of Pottage'll? 

The aUu·sian is to the action of E8Iau who, for thoe 
tempo'rary 19J"alti-fication of. 'his appetite, 'surrendered hIios 
'POISIition 'a's' td1.e finstJborn, and with it al'l the ritg:hts of 
primogeIlli-ture. F()II' what mess of pottage does Mr. 
King hunrg.eT? The PremiEms·mp hoe b'as: what 'W'Ould he 
gain by resigning it? Nothing 'Dut release from office, 
and per.haps Il'etirement to O'bscull'tty. We rare lSU·re .Mr. 
Kiu·g is 110t hun.gering for that. We bel'ieve "'here itS no 
Book which· statesmen may mOl1'le usefuUy quote than 
·the Bilhte; but they ·bad: better understand it a Uttle 
more thoro'u,ghly than Mr. King does oj·f they W1Ou~'d 
quote it without makilDg themse:lr\res !l"idioeulou's. 

We 'a'l'e 'Of the opin·ion- th,'at ,if Mr. KiDig were iIlbulSt to 
mao]Qe ow.ay fior ·another, he would- ·give the finest exhibi
tion of .g'()od ju;d·gmen.t be hillS eveT m-an·ifested in hi! 
w:llIOle po!J:itical cwr.eer. He 'seems· :to tMnk that sutCh 
aoti-on would doe'stl"OY whatever rconrfj.rdenC'e the ·people of 
Ca:nad'a :hav·e in hi-s rhoOn,ou·r as a pubUoc m-a'D·. Did lTesi
dent RIoosev,e;lit; forfeit the :confidence '<1f the people, or 
jeopardize 'his honour, by facing the facts of the case, 
and acting 'accordingly? Certainly not! But Mr. King 
has not even yet told us why the Government had de
cided upon such a policy .. 

The Pleblsclte Question 
With these word,s the report .of MT.. King'e ·speech 

concludes': . 
. "Are you in favor of releasing the Gov.ernment from any 

obligation arising out of any past commitments restricting 
the method's of raisin'g men for military service?" 

''It wiH be seen that in fl'li!eking freedom for itself to act 
on ·aU matters pertaining to 'War in acc,ordance with its judg
ment, the Government is ta.1cing a course which ·will remove 
alI .legitimate excuse for controversy, 'and 1Jhe course best em
culated to maintain rt!h.e unity of the country h1 tihis time of 
~r. . 

"In the presentation of the plebiscite to the electo.rate the 
desirre of the AdministratLon to possess complete freedom of 
action wilrl, of course, ·receive the vigorous and wholehearted 
support of ·all members of the Government. It :win, I hoi»e, 
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receive the su.pport of every memb~r of Parliament and wiU I 
~elieve, receive the support of the Canadis-n people." 

TMs oCOul'Se," Mrr, King ·S'ays, i's a u·coU'rse w.hi'ch will 
remoVoe ·alI legitimate exclliSe f()lr cO'n:troversy, ·and the 
course hest 'Calculated to maintain the un'ity, of the 

. country in this time of war." l may be very hHnd, very 
Obtu~se, but I 'can think of n'O COUNe more likely tto pro-. 
Vooke controv,eTsy, and. no meaSUlre ,better ca'h:ulated ito 
d&srtroy t~e unity of the country. 

Canadian Manhood Not Unwilling to Serve 

I 'resent ,the ~d'ea that any ,cons'i,derablre po.r.tion, of the 
manhqod 'Of this ·cou,ntry needs -to be 'compelled to miH
ta!ry servi00. Of 'COUl"Se there 'mu,st be 'SIOme IS'hil'lkers 
here as everywhere, 'but the 'gT'eaJt majority of our men 
have not only been willing, but anxious to serve. We need 
CO'DJSIcl'liption, fo·r thei'r direction, and, ,tb'ecaulSe it i's the 
only me'thod hy which eqU'al'ity,of service ca'n be gu~ar
a:Ii'beed. To my 'certain knowl,ed:ge the're arre 'PaTlbs of 
Quebec a'nd of Ontario larg.ely populat!!,d by Fre'J~.'ch
Canadians subject to the same influ~nce which'ma'kes con
sor~'pfjion, u~'accep'bahle to Q'u,ethec 'as ,a Whole. In, these 
,sections there ar.e many men who w.ould have 'en:li'Sted 
lon,g agro, but they e()u-lrd see no justi'ce in their volun

·tanily vaeating good posifjionrs to wh'i'ch they had n-sen 
thl"Ou'gh yeal'lS 'of ·fai-thful servic'e, to' -have ,their pl8IC'es 
filled 'by othm"S who were d:eliibe'l"ately 'sh'irkin:g their 
duty, 'and' waiting to occu'py their pl'aces. Other men, 

'tor.n between conflicting interests, would we'}'come any 
d'irect'ive authorita'rian pr.inciple that 'Would he'lp them 
to decide. From my own experience with, and observa
tion oi,· men durIn'g' the war, I blame the Gov:ernment 
fo'r 'a wretched' bu~,gling of the v'oIu'n'ba'ry syrsrem. ' 

Distinction Between Military Service and. 
~ Other' War Efforts, . 

Before discussing the effect of a plebiscite, I wO,uld 
call attention to the difference between military and all 
other forms of war effort. In agrirculture, munitions,' 
and finance, those engaged receive adequate remunera
tion" and their lives are placed no more in jeopardy than 
in ordinary 'peacetime pursuits. In military service, men 
yield their lives on enlistment; and those who thus offer 
the~r blood, give more than aU others. If th~ Govern
ment have accomplished much in agricu'lture, munitions, 
and,finance, they have only extended the business of the 
country, which has been relatively easy, because it has 
occasioned no sacrifice on the part of anyone. But in 
its handling of the ,problem of securing adequate, man
power, we may say to the Government, "Ye have not 
yet resisted with ,blood'~. And to Quebec in respect to itli 
no conscription attitude we may say, "Y,e are un~i1iing 
to resist. with blood". 

This distinction 'between military service, and other 
forms of war-effort gives special significance to' this 

'whole diSCfussion. 
The Question of the 'Plebiscite 

, " But now to the questirqn of the plebiscite: 'What effect 
WlHoI the answer produce? There can be ,'only one of two 
answers-ei.ther Yes, or No. 

What If Vote Negative? 
Let us consider the pOSlSibmty of 'a negative ·answer 

fil'Ist of all. What if the majori,ty, 'indudlin'g 'Quehec, 
should refu,!!e to relieve the' Go;rerament of 'its' alleged 

. "00 C~Drsci-i-ption" pi'ed,ge?' That would Ipind the Go,v
erninent ne'ga'tively as eft\ecfjive~y I8IS 'anythin·g 'cou.}d .. No 

Government could thus defy such' an expl'lession of the 
popular wi,II. In that event the Qnly increase of the pres
ent army would have to ,be by voluntary enlistments. . 

M'Oroover,a negative vote, ~ith an almost unanimous 
negative voite ,f'rom Quebec, would 'inevi'taibly have a 
deadly ,in1hie'Drce upon· the voluntary ,prinoiple. It would 
m,ake ~t 'imoposs'ilble to secure 'recrU'i'ts on ,the 'Conscrip
'tiori principle and a:lmolst limpossible thy voluntary en
Ustmel'lJts. What then, would foHow? We fib-ouJd b,ave 
n:o mean,s of rein,forcing ,the 'army alll"eady ovenseas. Mr. 
Godbout bra,s ,said' that Britai'n has ,already plenty of 
men. If that be ISO, why was an Ame1"ican 'contingent 
'sent to :fu'eland? 

What of the Future'! 
But we must not j~dge of this matter by the present 

situation. Assuming the best, that we should be vic
torious at last, in Europe, .then an enormous army will 
bEl required for continental operations. ,The Canadian 
divisions now there would most certainly take their 
part. But how could our Ca~dian army be reinforced? 
Shoula we be under the necessity of filling up our de
pl~ted ranks with soldiers 'from an American conscript 
arlIJY? Or should we have to 'let our men fight it out 
without sending them help? ,If some great emergeney 
should arise, either 'through the invasion of Britain, or 
the decimation of our ranks by an invasion ,of the Con
tinent, necessiting the reinforcement of our armies, is 
it to· be suppos~d that the rest of Canada would stand 
idly by, bound by Quebec's veto? And if npt, what would 
be the alternative? We shou,ld then, under still more 
difficult cil"cumstances, have to face a conflict which had 
'better be faced 'now. But in any event, one requires but 
little pre!1'Cience to see that a negative vote would almost 
certainly utterly destroy the unity of the cou~try. 

What of An Affirmative Vote? 
On the other hand, let us assume the plebiscite to 

result in an affirmative vote, giving the Government a 
perfectly free hand' to apply conscription' for overseas 
service or not as they deem wise. Let us assume the 
Gov'ernlment mi·ght feel .itneceissary ,to ap.ply the ,pri'll- • 
ciple of compulsory military service ,for overseas-what 
then? Is there any likelihood that Quebec would with
draw, its opposition, and accept and obey a conscription 
law?' ' 

Premier Godbout only, on Monday last made a very 
clear statement on the subject, a statement which was 
all the more convincing because it was undesigned and 
unpremeditated. An' expl'lession WaS forced from him by 
organized demonstrators, many if not most of ·whom 
were 'students from Montreal University, stqdents sub
ject' to, the ,influen:ces against which we have done o~r 
little best to warn the. country now for two years. WhIle 
this matter was before Parliam~ntt and in ,all probability. 

,at ,the very time when the Prime Minister was making 
. his speech allegedly in the interests, of the preservation 
of national unity, 'a''Company of students compeUed aD 
expression on the question of cQDscription, from the 
Prime"Mi~isier ,of '.Quebec. ' 

And what did Mr. Godbout say? He said that Prinie 
Minister Mackenzie King "has always been against COD-' 
script~on tor ~ver8eas service, and with the example of 
Australia, 'who, sent, most of her troops outside of the 
'country,,·' he . will not impose conscr.ptioD. I, think .that 
conscription .foroverseas service'acbuaUy w!>uld be a 
~crime." ., . 

• 
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Mr. Godbout's speech g,ives usa fairly accurate rule 
by whi~ to measure the probable result" of a plebiscite 
vote in Quebec. Mr. King, in his speech, intimated that 
the present administration 'in Quebec -was much more. 
favourable to our participation in the war than the 
administration that preceded it. In other words, Mr. 
God,bout's view is the view of the moderateS and not 
the ~tremists in Quebec; and yet M/r. Godbout says, 
"Conscription would ,be a crime." We may rest assured 
that the other potent' influences which determine the 
attitude 'of the Quebec people would not be less' pro
nounced than Mr. 'Godbout. It, would not be too much 
to say that even though the vote 'in Canada as a whole 
on the plebiscite wou'ld be an affirmative one, it is almost 
certain that the Quebec vote would be overwhelmingly 
negative. '., 

Mr. Godbout said, "If the majority a.nswered in the 
affirmative, Mr. King would have to enforce conser,ption, 
or else resign." ,Mr. Godbout in that goes farther. than 
Mr. King does. We do not, believe Mr. King would' 
either resign or enforce conscription, even if he were 
given an affirmative vote. 

But Mr. Godbout further anticipates M:r. King's pol-
it~cal subtHty when 'he says: . 

"Engl-and doesn't need men, so he will 'no-t 'uk 'the 
question th'at way." , . 
And further he said:, 

"England has no need of men. What England needs 
are J1lIllniti.ons and food. That is where the industry' and 
agriculture of our country can ihelp. . ' , 

"I 'am French. 1 -yvant to rem'ain F·rencll, and in re .. 
maining F,reneh 1 want to earry my head high. We caD" 
all be good French-Canadians, ·but 'let us' ,be !patriotic, let 
us 'be go-od Canadians." 
But suppose an· affirmative, vote should ,be given hi 

eight Provinces only-what then? Would this make 
for national unity? We understand that Mr. King has 
intimated that the vote will not be published sectionally, 
but only the totals. Just as now the Government will 
not give us the exact total of enlistments .and discharges 
by provinces-they dare not do so. ' 

Premier A'Dticipa~es Contrary Quebec Vote 
So Mr. King already anticipates a contrary vote in 

Quebec. But he will conceal the facts from the electorate 
by publishing only the totals. Are we to be treated like 
children? And does the present GOvernment conceive 
its special function to be to co~ceal the disloyalty of a 
section of the population? 

But whether the rest of us are allowed to lmow what 
Quebec's vote is, Quebec itself wi'll know~ And I repeat, 
Quebec's determined opposition is a foregone conclu
sion. What will the Government do then? There is a 
Scripture whic~. says, "Know ye not, that' to' whom ye 
yield yourselves servants to obey; 'his servants ye are to 
whom ye obey?" Mr. ~ing has appeased and spoiled 
and c,Oddled Quebec f~r so long that we may be certain ' 
if the, electorate were to give an affirmative vote, Mr. 
King would 'i'nterpret it M-eTely 'as :a vote 'Of cO'Ilifidence 
.in bim, ,and hi,S! Go¥ernme'nt; ·and he' wou,ld not 'apply 
conSlcl"ipti.on in 'such a way 'as to inelude :Qu·ebe'c. 

Co~ript Eig~t Provinces and Exem'pt One? 
Could he apply conscription ,to eight provinces, and 

exempt Quebec just as Irellin4 was exempted from con
scription in the last' war, and is exempt in this? What 
a disgrace that Northern Ir~land should be occupied. by 
a conscript Ameriean army, when conecription was not 

applied in Ireland either North or South out of deference 
to the 'people Who are subject to the sa!pe authority as 
the people of Quebec! In view of this, an affirmative 
vote practically would be the same as a negative vote. 

Australia Made No Mistake 
Mr. Godbout implies that it was a mistake for Au

stralia to send her men to Libya, and Greece, and 
Malaya. Had she not done so, in all probability the 
Japanese would long ago have invaded Australia itself. 
That the Australian Government was eminently wise in 
endeavouring to stop the enemy as far from her own 
shores as possible, no person of ordinary judgment will 
deny. . ' 

But I leave Mr. Godbout and return to Premier 'King,'
and his plebiscite. I have been assuming an affirmative 
vote freeing the 'Government from its alleged "no-con
scription" pledge. 

Majority or, Minority Rule 
: The Government, .being thus freed by' an affirmative 
vote, would face', the dilemma of. having to allow at long 
last the majority of the' ·Canadian people to rule; or 
otherwise to' take no action on the matter under dis
pute. In either case "national unity" so-called, wo~ld 
be shattered beyond repair; or perhaps more accuratelYi 
would ,be revea-led beyond aU possibility of further con
cealment: In such a situation it is easy .to visualize SUCR' 
an. emergency' as weuld produce a political earthquake 
in the Dominion of Canada. . 

But Mr. King proposes to leave himself free from all 
comrriitments, to act aCcording to his own sweet will. 
My predicti,!>n is that if he were given an affirmative 
vote on th.is plebiscite, he would then rescind ~ restric
tive clause of the Mobilization Act, and 'proclaim some 
sort of conscription for overseas service. He wou'ld then 
almost certainly put .the administration of the law into 
the hands of a French-Canadian'; or otherwise under 
'some Conscription ,Commission w:hich would be domin
ated by French~Canadians. And so the rest of Canad~ 
would have voted for conscription, and Quebec, whiCh 
had voted against it, .wou·ld be authorized·to enforce it 
on the rest of 1I:S. 

How Shali We Vote? 
I imagine my hear~rs, or readers, will reasonabiy' ask, 

How shall we vote if thIs plebiscite law is passed? My 
answer is: I see nothing but confusion and near-ruin 
in eit~er case. Whichever WIlly we vote we shall be like 
the commercial traveller who, when asked by another 
which of two hotels was the better in a certain village, 
s~id, "It makes little difference. Whichever one you go 
to, you will wish you had gone to ,the other." 

An Appeal to ,All 
:What, then, ought to be our .course? We had better 

start a prairie backfire to meet such confusion half way. 
I appeal to my ·brother-ministers. I am aware that no 
man, . who has found it necessary to stand' re!lolutely 
against' the tides of· appeasement, politically and ·relig
iously, which h,av'e .been running so long, can hope to 
be popular. All that I ask my brethren to do is to for
get that my name is associated with this address, if 
they are specially prejudiced against it, and let them 
r~d the address for what it is worth, and judge the, 

,argument of it on its merit. I ,make the same appeal 
to churches, and to 'lodges, and to all other organizations 

l 
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"National Unity" Exemplified 
, W~en facing an issue in which the Roman Catholic 

of every ·SOl·t, as well as to the press: LET THE OPPOSITION 
TO THIS DISRUPTIVE, IF NOT UTTERLY 'DESTRUCTIVE PRO
POSAL, BE MADE ARTICULATE-INDEED, LET US MAKE IT 
VOCIFEROUS. LET THE OPPOSITION OF THE COUNTRY SPEAK Hierarchy is involved, it is impossible to discuss its 
SO LOUDLY TO TIDS PLEBISCITE PROPOSAL BEFORE THE, . religious aspect without ,becoming ·immersed in politics; 
PLEBISCITE IS ORDERED AS TO COMPEL SUCH A DIVISION IN and it is equally impossible to diseuss the ·politics of 
THE HOUSE AS WILL DEFEAT IT. . the ease without dealing with the religious influences at 
.' And what then? In the emergeDCY preceding Dun- ·work.. THE G~SPEL WITNESS i~ not 'less. ~eIigious be
kirk, in England the Chamberlain ·Government had an cause It finds Itself forced to dISCUSS pohtical matters. 
overwhelming m~jority. . But so many of them refu·sed Our understanding of the gospel compels us to insist 
longer to support Mr. Chamberlain that he was com- upon freedom of conscience, and -such a principle in
pelled to hand over the reins of-government to another,evitably brings us into con1liet with Romanism. 
and neither a general election, nor a plebi-scite was order
ed. Surely Mr. Kring has shown that we can hope for no 

'. total war effert as long as he remains Premier. LET 
THE ME~BERS OF PARLIAMENT DISREGARD THEIR PARTY, 
AND ASSERT THEIR INDEP~NDENCE, AND BY, THEIR VOTE IN 
PARLIAMENT, PREVENT THIS POLITICAL CRIME WHICH M~T 
CERTAINLY WOULD DISRUPT THE COUNTRY IN SUCH A WAY 
AND TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT ONE TREMBLES TO THINK 
OF· WHAT MIGHT BE THE ULTIMATE RESULT. 

A Summary of the Whole Mat~r ' 
So many have already caUed attention to the time 

element in this proposal that I have laid no emphasis 
upon it; but if conscription must wait for this method 
it could not become effective for perhaps many months, 
perJJ,aps a year. Meanwhile voluntary enlistments .would 
be at a standstill. If the city were on fire, we should 
hardly expect the City Council to authorize a plebiscite 
in order that the people might decide whether the fire· 
fighting apparatus should be called out· to 'extinguish the 
flames. 

What is needed in this matter is immediate action. It 
remains only for me to ask, What if all efforts being 
made throughout the country and on the ftoor of Parlia
ment to 'bring the -Government to a better frame of miDd 
should fail? What if the Government goes forward with 
this plebisci~ ,proposal, and it becomes a matter of. 
necessity for every citizen to decide whether ,he shall 
vote yes or no, or not vote at all? If the country should 
vote, No, that would put an end to the conscription pro-

For a long time Premier King has spoken of "national 
unity" as though he were providential'ly ordained to 
effect and maintain it. Any crititcisms of his policies 
were said to threaten "national unity." This paper has 
long contended that "national unity" does not exist in 
Canada; and that MIr. King's pious assumption of the 
special guardianship of that precious principle is, and 
has ·been, nothing less than a piece of political cam-
ou~ , 

.. That our contention was always justified is now be
coming increasingly apparent. We have 'before us a 
report of a speech ,by the Honourable'Louis St. Laurent, 

. Minister of Justice in the King Government in suooes~ 
-sion to the late Mr. Lapointe. The spe6lCh was given 
at the opening of his Campaign in the by-election of 
Quebec East. For the almost universal 'Canadian de
mand for' conscription for' overseas service, in true 
Quebec style Mr. St. Laurent ,blames some unidentified 
"Toronto group." Among other things he says this 
Toronto group-

"c.ontinues to whip British senti!mentali~ and to shout 
·that Canad'a is not dOing its part ,because England has 
conscription for 'anywhere, and ,because the U.S. !has COI!--

, seri'Ption for everywhere and we nave not. And ·by con
tinuing to shout this group nopes to win over from the 

. King 'government the . English-speaking supp,ortel"S by 
making them doubt the adequacy of ou·r 'efforts, and the ' 
French-speaking partisans 'by making them fear that the 
King govern·ment wiU go too far." . 

posal, and would 'leave our men, to fight on as long as Thus this new Minister of Justice would seek to 
there were any left, without reinforcement. But in that promote "national unity" I And then: he ·says further: 
case, the Government would lay all the responsibility 
upon the people. If, on the other hand, a majority of 
tlie electors were to vote, Yes, while it ·would commit the 
Government to no definite course in the matter, it would 
at least not put, ,but leave, the responsi'hility where it 
properly .belongs, upon the shoulders of the Government. 

And BUch an affirmative vote, let it be remBmberef!., 
would not only free the Government---although we insist 
it is /ree already-but it would leave the electorate. free 
to continue to b'ring' pressure upon the Government to 
introduce compulso7'1J selective milita7'1J service. for over-
seas. \. 

Electors who refuse to vote' at all would, by their 
action, strengthen the position of those ·who vote in the 
negative. ' I repeat, wh~tever the ,vote, the plebiscite is 
bound to produce national confusion, and not national 
unity; and for that reason we should make every possible 
effort to dissuade the Government from its purpose. But 
if we fail in that, and the plebiscite vote is eventuaJly 
ordered, ALL THINGS OONSlDEREU, IT SEEMS TO 
ME ,THAT EVERYONE WHO WANTS TO SEE THIS 
WAR THROUGH TO A FINISH, SHOULJl) VOTE. 
AND SHOULD VOTE, YES •. 

"I know the w:ord conscri'Ption brings yoo. hack to 1917. 
. Do not !put us in ·a positi.on where a Meig.hen (Conser
vative Leader Mel·ghen) 'government wJl.l come and im
pose it (conscription) on us with ba:yonets 'and machine 
guns. . 

"The U.S. and w~ 'are engaged in a war ·on which t:he 
future of this continen.t depends." 

So· far as the report .shows, this new Minister of 
Justice has not a word to say about Britain's participa
tion in the war. He says, "The U .. S. and we are engaged 
in a war on which the future of this continent depends." 
But in the paragraph above quoted, this Minister of 
Justice, in effect, tells the people of Quebec that unless 
they support him and the King Government there will 
'be something like civil war; and that conscription will 
'be foreed on them with "'bayonets and machine guns". 

Is this the way to promote "national unity"? Thip 
Minister of Justi'Ce was counsel to the ,Commission re
sponsible for the infamous Sirois Report which proposed 
to mortgage the' whole Dominion in the interests of 
the Roman Catholic Church. Two other candidates are 
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run.ning in Quebec against M:r. St. Laurent, and he ap
parently is the best of the three. 'One of them pro-

. poses absolute separation from the Empire. But we 
wonder what would be said about anyone in Ontario 
who urged the people to vote in a given way as an 
alternative .to ''bay~nets 'and machine-goOn's"? 

.our readers may be interested to kn9w that another 
French-Canadian, Mr. Lacroix, Que'bec-.Montmorency, in
troduced a BiU on January 26th, which would 'authorize 
the provision of a"particular flag for ,Canada. One need 
not discuss the merits of the Bill itself, but surely at a 
time like this when the whole Empire should 'be acting 
together, no one interested in national unity, one would 
suppose, would propose such a matter for discussion; 
Surely the 'Union Jack will do, at least until the war is 
over: But here is the Bill, with its explanation, stand· 
ing in the name of this French-Canadian memher from 
Quebec-Montmorency': . 

Short Titl~ 

Gove\:llOI' in Couneil 
may make ordera and 
regulations. 

Publication. 

3rd Session, 19th Parliament, 
6 George VI, 1942 

THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 
OF CANADA 

BILL 3 
An Act to provide for the Flags 

of Canada 
His M'ajesty, .by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate and HoiUse of Com
~mons of ·Canada, enacts as follows:-

1. This Act··may ·be· cited ·as 'l'~e Na
tional Frlag Act 1942. 

2. (1) The Governor in CounciJ may 
make orders and regulations respecting 
the desi·gns 1)f a na.tional 1J:a.g or flags for 
Canada, rand, subject to the approval of 
Ins M'ajesty the King, for the authoriza
tion 'and adoption of such flag oJ) flags. 

(2) T·he ·Governor in Council may also 
order and reglliate the time 'When, the 
location where, the manner in which, and 
the !pur-poses for which the sa,id flag or 
flags may be flown. . 

3. AH orders and reg.ulations made un
der the authority of .the preceding section 
of this Act :$"haH ibe published in the 
Ganada Gazette. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The purpose of this Bill -is to empower the Governor-in
Council to create. a national fLag for Canada, the only na,tion 
in .the world which does not possess or fly a distinctive na
tional flag. Our country is voluntarily doing its fuH share 
in this war, and doing so as an independent 'and sovereign 
nation. Theref1)re, the. time hras come for 'a 'fiag that wi,11 
express the sovereignty of the Canadian people and the Cana
dian Parli'ament, just .as the Union J'ack- represents the sove
rei.gnty of the United Kingdom, in other words, of .the Parlia-
ment of Westminster. . 

A Canadian fl·ag wHl stand for nati-onal freed1)m, Common
wealth fellowship, nationai unity .and ,be '8. .rallying fo:ree ;in 
the defence of the nation. Furthermore, it is a natur~l con
sequence of ·the adoption of the Statute of Westminster, ten 
yea!S ago, by which ·Canada 'Was designated 'a sovereign 
nation. 

We publish these things on'ly to let our readers see 
that national unity is not being disturbed by "a Toronto 
group". The exigencies of the war situation have eam
pelled the consideration of. the principle of compulsory 
military ·service for overseas, and that has led QQebec 
to throw off its disguise and to show what it actually is. 

The Annual Report of the Timmins 
Baptist Church 

It is exeeedingly difficult to obtain ·news for these coliu-mns 
from some of our plastors and churches, not because they 
have Mthing to tell but because they -are anxious to avoid 
the &in of ·boasting. 'Dhe Timmins Church -is one of tJhe 
churches of this sort, and' for that reason we were happy to 
'see a copy 'of the annual Financial Statement for 1ihe year 
1941. As this report Js iprinted we venture to sha.re it wit!h 
our ,readers who have heard so Utile from this spirlt\l!al 
p.ower-house in the gold mining distrjct of the North Country. 

"In the Foreword, f'rom whic;h we quote, the pastor, Rev. 
H. C. S·lade, gives his people the following message: . 

"In oider that every member of our church may ihave in ~s 
or her possession the seri.pture basis, upon which the First 
B·apti-st Church of T-immins 'Was organized, we present, With 
tibis year'·s financia-l statement, Our 'Dec1aration 1)f Faith.' 

"It is 'abundantly evident to us all, that any church -adher
ing . strictly. to . these princiJples is certain to enjoy 1Jhe bless
ing of Almighty God. 

"We feel it most fitting to acknowledge 1ihe great service. 
rendered by the twenty-five ipersons who comp.osed· the mem
bership of this church at the time of ol"ganiz'ation in the 
year 1922. . . 

"It was their 'honour ·and responsibility to give 1;0 those 
who foHow proper -leadership, 'and to !Jay 'a s'O'lid foundation 
upon which 1:.0 .bw·ld. The al"ticles of faith, and the conduct 
of the clharter members, some of whom 'are stil~ with. us 

. today, show us 1Jhat they have not failed in their carefull 
planning. Their Biblical ·and s·piritual leadershi:p is most 
worthy of our emulation.' 

"We' invJte you to read these articles carefuUy. They 
clearly define our position as a church and remind us 1)f our 
God-given obUgation both to defend 'and 1:.0 iprop8lgate Ris 
truth." 

This financia-l statement is of sped'a! interest 'as it shows 
'a .balance in every account exeept the Missionary Account. 
There Is no balance in this fund as 'all monies have 'been for
warded -in full. The tobal income of the church ·was $6,240.00. 
Of thi-s approximately $1,000 was given for missionary :piUr
poses in addition to' $600.00 which the church ,paid for the 
regular Sunday morning broadcast of its ipreaching service, 
a tru-ly missionary underta·king in that needy country. The 
pastor, Rev. ~. C. Slade, is affectionately known as the 
"Bis'hop of the North" because of his untiring rand unselfish 
interest in the missionary causes and lPastors througihout the 
vast territory that we know as "the North", and n,one of 
our Home Mis'sion pastors h'8.ve had a warmer friend 1)r a 
deeper interest than ,they have always found in the Timmins 
Church ·and its great-hearted people. On severa'l occasions 
the Deacons of the church have .gladly released the Deaconess, 
Mi·s·s Lei1a Boyd, to give a helping hand in 'F'rench-Oanacfian 
work !in other districts. Items of this sort cannot be placed 
in the financia,l 'statement but ihave lIlleant much 1:.0 our 
Union churches ·and the missionary work they ha~e under
taken. 

Some twenty-two members :have been received ,into the. 
church during the year, most of :them by baptism, as the 
tide of Englis'h Protestant immigration is now 8IWay from 
the North, While ·a-lmost ali newcomers to the district are 
French and CathoIJc. The Timmins Church, we understand, 
has In the armed forces some 25 .representatives. A !DIumber 
of these young .men were' ·liberal supporters of the work and 
i·t 'speaks well for the spi~itual -life of the church tnat it is 
a·ble to fill up the ranks of those who are absent 'and thus 
continue to fight ·the good .fight on the home front, while 
its ·fine c.ontingent 'Of Christi·an young men .bear the.ir testi-
mony ·by word and deed in the ar.my. . 

Annual reports cannot depict the 'life of a church, though 
they do indi.cate some important facts in ita life. The church 
at Tim·mins !has a spirituaoJ '8.tm9sphere that is reflected' in 
this splendid financi'a:l statement ·but which must ·be ex.peri
enced in order to .be fuHy appredated. 

That 'such ·a church shou·ld spring up in the eounse of a I 

brief 'period of twenty years is, under the ·ha,nd of G.od, 
largely due to the two pastors, really the only ones that 
the Church has known: Rev. Morley Hall, now.of Calgary, 

. Al'berta.· .and Rev. Harold Slade, the 'Present leader. We 
thank ·God for the vision and devotion .of these two men 
and feel confident that as they see the fruits of their ·labOlurs 
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in the Tim,Mins Baptist Church they must exclaim with the 
Apostle Paul, "Ye ,are my joy 'and crown!" ~e spirit of 
the North is vastly different from that of the South; ~e 
presence of }arge numbers, of men and w.omen of foreign 
hirth, as weB as the 'la.rge proportion of French-Canadians 
causes that. But everyone in Timmins 'knows the Baptist 
Church and its pastor and what they stand for, ·and through
out the entire North tlris chureh 'has made ·a deep impres
sion. WIe thank God for 'such Jeadel"S and those ~aitMul 
men and' women whom .God has raised up to testify to the 
Grace of 'God.-W. '. . . 

Bible School Lesson Outline 
Vol. 6 First Quarter· Lesson 7 February 15, 1942 

OLIVB L. CLAB, Ph.D. (ror.) 

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF FAITH 
. Lesson Text: Romans 10. ' 
. Golden Text: "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the 

Lord. shall :be saved"-Romans 10 :13. 
Reading: Rom~ns 9, 11. 
I. Its Message-verses 1 to 13. 

It ~s the task of the iprophet of the Lord "to justify the 
ways of God to men". The Hebrew and the .Gentile Christians 
of the Apostolic era wondered why the Jews had not in'herited 
'lIiH the prom.i~ mtde to their fathers, and 'Why 1Jhe .Gen
ti·les, rather than the .Jews, were .being given prominence as 
'guardians of the truth .of the Gospel. T·he'se questions are 
answered in Romans 9-11. ChapteT 9 deals 'With God's 
judgment upon Israel in the past; chapter 10 describes God's 
dealings with Israel in the present, and chapter 11 decl'ares 
God's promises to IS'r~el fot the fuw're. Tohus the righteous
ness of God in 'hi-story is vi·ndicated. 

The Apostle Paul longed with,s' 'Passionate desire to see 
his fellow Hebrews saved (Rom. 9:1-3). The Holy SDirit 
wil'l ,give to teaehel"S a burden for the sou'ls of their scholars, 
for without such a burden aH Christian work is mere mock-
ery. . 

When the soul's sincere desire is in 'accordance with the 
wi'll of ·God it becomes prayer, for prayer from one standp,oint 
is .. rea.ehing out after God. The Holy Spirit plants within' 
our hearts holy desires, creating faith that God wilil ihear 
(Matt. 21:22). He prays through us, presenting our peti-
tions to God (Rom. 8:26, 27). . . 

Zeal is I1f no avail ·unless it be focussed on the right object. 
. T·here its 'a ·mistaken idea abroad to the effect ·that 'as long 

as a :man is sincere -in wh·at ·he saY'S or does, nothing else 
matters. Men do not take tMs attitude in ipr~tical afl'oairs. 
One ·may strive with ·great zeao! to .reach a certain .point, 
'but if he be heade4 in the wron'g direction, every step will 

• ta:ke him farther 'away from Ibis goal. It is possible to be 
sincere, and ·at ~he same time to ·be 'sineerely wrong. The 
Israelites of Pau'l's day were intensely earnest in their search 
for righteousness,. but they rejected Christ, the embodiment 
of that righteousness (Matt. 5:17; Acts 21:20; 1 Cor. 1:30'; 
Gal. 1:14). They were trusting in their own 'Piety and good 
works to make ,them ·acceptable .before God (Lev. 18:5; Gat 
3:11, 12). Many in our day have' a reli'gion of works. Ex
poSe the inseCiu,rity I>f the position of those who depend on 
supposed ·good works to save or to'keep them (Riom. 3:9-20; 
Ga:l. 3:3). Their a,nehor wUIlJlot 'hold in the time of storm 
(Heb. 6:18, .19). Those who '~eek 'admission to ··the 'Kingd,om 
of God must 'abide ,by His conditions (:~fatt. 18:3; John 3:8, 
5, 7). . ' 

.Submission ,to the LQ·rd is the core of Ibhe matter. He 
asks us to ,give up our own way and accept Ris way (188. 
53:6; 55:6; 7),. to ·giV!) up .our sins and ·accept His iholiness 
(Pisa. 103:12; IlI'a. 38:17). The Pharisee 8Ou,ght to justify 
himself and went away. condemned; the pu·blican ~bled 
'hi'milelf ·before God' and went to his house justified (Lk. 
18:10-14) .. The Pharisee . represents the pne who. folilows 
&:fter the nghteousness of the 'law, whHe the pu'bUean nlpre
sents the one who 'accepts the righteousness of faith (Rom. 
3:21, 22; Phi-I. 3:8, 9; Tlt. 3:5-7). . 

~e righteousness of f·aith 'is the ri·ght standing before 
·God which is given 110 lrinners when they ·beUeve on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. They are counted holy in ffis sight,' The 
righteousness of. faith is described in :a four-fold manner: 
(1) 'as 'a t"eaehiong out afteT G,od, the desire for a personal 
Savlour (verses 6, 7; Acts 17 :27); (2 )as a revelation of rthe 
nearness of Christ, the One right beside us, 'a 'glorious, liv
ing ReaUty '(verse 8; Deut. 30:11-14; Acts 17:28; Rev. 3:20); 
(3) as a receptiop. of this Christ, a heart"'beHef ,that Ohrist 
is 'God, that He died for us, ·rose again 'and ·Uve's for us 
(Acts 4:.12; .1 ·Cor. 15:1-11; Heb. 11:6); (4) as a response. 
I am to confess Christ not meTely as a Savi.our Ibut as ths 
g'aviour and 'as my Saviour. I acknowledge His authority 
over my ·life and confell's Him as my Lord ·and Master by 
word, illy baptism and .by ,life (·M·att .. l0:32; 16:16; Acts 8:35-
38; 9:6; Gal. 3:27). Let U'S not 'be 'ashamed Ito own that 
we are soldiers of the King of kings (Psa. 119:46; Isa.28:16; 
Rom. 9:33; 2 Ti·m. 1:8; Rev. 3:8). . 

The message .of the Gospel may be ex;pressed in simple 
langluage which alI can understand (ls·a. 35:8). The one 
who wouo!d ,be saved may Hft ih,Is 'SOul to the Lord and caH 
upon Him humobly, sincerely ·and believingly (Psa. 14'5:18; 
Joel 2:32; Matt. 15:25; Mk. 10:47; Acts 2:21). Salvation is 
avai,l'able to all who wiN take ·the Lord fit IUs word (John 
3:14-16; Rev. 22:17) . 

II. Its Method-verses 14 to 21. 
The APostle Paul sets forth in ·l.ogiea:l order the steps 

'leading to salvation. The Gospel is preached (1 Cor. 1:21-
24); dt is heard (.Matt.11:15; Jo'hn5:24); it is .believed (verse 
17; Rom. 3 :22); and finally, it is obeyea when the individual 
calls upon the Lord to save 'h~ (Matt. 7:24-27). These 'are 
the steps on the .'human ·side. But salvation is ·by ,grace as 
well 'as by faith; it is the ,gift of God (Eph. 2:8-10). God 
C'ho.oses (Acts 9:15; 26:16-18), ca:lls '(Acts 13:2) 'and sends 
forth those who 'are to preach ·the mess·age of ·righteousness 
'by faith .in Chri,st· (lS'a. 52:7; Nahum 1:15; M'att. 9:38; Acts 
10:36; Eph. 4:8 .. U). Without the consciousness of the seal 
of God upon us we dare not preach or teach His word (Jer . 
.14:14, 15; 23:21, 22; 29:9). 
. . The un.beIief of brael was n.ot due to any ,lack of oppor
tunity (verse 18). God had sent to them His messen'gers, 
IIInd the Gospel had been preached, ,but they ih·ad turned 'away 
from the truth (Ps'a. 19:4; Heb. 2:2, 3). Many had 'heard 
the Gospel, but not ·aB had heeded it ('Matt. 22:14; John 13: 
17). ·It was like a warning tranll'mitted ·by a ,broadcasting 
station, picked .up at the outposts,' but di·sregarded. The 
Israelites,' like many others, had not believed the report, 
'a:lthou·gh it came from an aulbhorized s.ource (ls'a. 53:1; 
65:2-7; John 10:37-40),' We ·are 'to take heed what we hear 
and ,how we ·hear (M'att. 10:14-17; Mk. 4:24, 25; Lk. 8:18). 
M·any Who have heard the Gospel repeated·ly 'are not yet 
saved, and they wHl be held responsible for their unbeolief 
(Rom .. 1 :20; 2:1). . . 

Nor waS the unbelief of Israel due to 'l'ack of know.ledge 
(vel"Se 19). God had spoOken to them through ,the prophets 

. (.Matt. 21:33-45; 23:37; Acts 7:51, 52). Many of -the Gen
tHes, 'althou'gh they were w.ithout the spec.i·al privi·leges of 
Israel (Rom. 3:1, 2; 9:4. 5), had heard' and obeyed the Gos
pel (Isa. 65:1; Rom. 9:30). They ihad become ·the chioldren 
of God .by f.aith in Christ (IGa:1. 3:26; 1 Pet. 2:9, 10). Bu.t 
the si'ght .of the Genti'le believers did not make. the Jews 
take their rejection to heart o(.Delit. 32:21; Rom. 11:1.1). God 
was acting in r.ighte.ousness when He set t-hem aside '88 far 
·as .bein·g 'lris pecuoIiar witnesses' was concerned. In the plan 
of God their rejection was to be neither complete ·nor final 
(Romans 11). Many individuals :rema:ined true to Him, and 
God wou-ld over-rule their stumbling to His own .glory. God 

. h'as 'given u's the Bible, ·and we may know Hds 'WiU. The 
unsaved have only themselves to ,blame. T·here i-s 'such 'a 
.thing las wi'Iful ignorance (Rom. 1:28; 2 Pet. 3:5). 

·God, is ·always righteous in' every action ·(Rom. 3:4). T·he 
Israelites had faHed on thei·r world mission' ,because of their 
own unbelief and disobedience. iGod"s word can .be effective 
only as we receive an-d ()bey it (Heb. 4:2). He is the Sov
ereign Lord, and His will i's above ·any human. stand'ard. He 
acts Il!lways in accord·ance w.ith His own transcendent holi
ness. T-his section ()f the .Epistle closes with a song 'of ,praise 
to God for ,the wisdom and know;led'ge He d-ispioays in gov
erning the universe 'accordin'g'to Hi-s holy 'l'aws (Job. 1..1':7; 
Paa. 36:6, 7; Isa. 40:13, 14; Jer. 23:18). He is the Creator 
and the Su.preme Ruler of ·the world ·(Rom. 11:33-36). 
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