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EDITORIAL NOTES 

In Eire and In Canada 
. . 

We are in receipt of a letter from an American con
tainiI;1g the following brief. clipping from an 'AmE:!iean 
paper: 

'''Thousands of young men are ·being recruited in 
Eire to work in England." . 

In connection with this matter, our correspondent 
~rites as follows: 

"Dear Dr. Shields: • . 
Having been a subscri'ber and reader of your valuable 

.papen for many years, I think one of the most interesting 
subjects that you have ever discussed is the Rornish question. 
I adinire your courage in bringing it out in the open. How 
blind, 01' is it lack of courage, the .Protestant pulpit is 
today. While we are being fed on the get-together Pro
testant, Catholic, Jew round table, the specially trained 
PauIist fathers and Jesuits are still pushing theil' infernal 

. schemes. to undermine the'glorious freedom and heritage our 
fore-fathers purchased ·for us ·in the Reformation. . . 

"The reason I send you these few lines is to call your 
attention to the enclosed cUpping._ Only ·three small lines, 
but of tremendous signi·ficance, if we have not forgotten 
past history. During the last world war the- men of Southern 

/' Ireland (Roman Catholics) swarmed into Northern Ireland 
to take the jobs and high .wages of the Protestant boys who' 
had gone to the front, willing to sacrifice their I·ives that all 
might be free. Then the brave boys that returned after the 
war had to fight to get .their jobs from those traitors, and 
'!lome never did give up their positions, but stayed in the 
Protestant north to bore -in and further Rornanism. 

"'VeIl, what are these thousands of young men going to 
do in Britain? They are going to get wages they never 
dreaml'd of, while thousands of Protestant .boys llre sacrific
ing their lives.. Of course, all these men from Southern 
Ireland will be Roman Catholics of -the most .bigoted kind, 
and probably many of them lived in England and fled when 
war was declared. But their first business will .be to bore 
in and further Romanism. The priests will attend to tha(. 
The- most of those men will never return to Ireland, as there 
is nothing there. Many of them will marry Protestant girls 
who are indifferent to religion, and raise large families for 
the church. We 'have seen that happen, so many times. 
But wha.t a'bout those .boys that return after the war? Many 
of them ",;n never get their jobs back. When I was in 
Britain five years 'ago, I w:.as surprised at the large number 
of papists in ~ey positions. . And that in an overwhelming 
P.rotltstant country. I think it is true, that the only one to 
gain in the last war was the Romish Church, and it looks, 
by the attitude of the pope, that they are going to repeat. 
As the worldly phrase goes~ he is playing both ends to the 
middle. We hope and pray that will not happen. 

(Signed) -------" 

We have published the foregoing because it is typical 
of what oc~urred in Canada during the last war and 
of wh!'lt is occurring now. It is indeed but an indica
tion of the settled plan and purpose of the Church of 
Rome. The Church opposes conscription as a means of 
conserving the Roman Catholic population, ·and forces 
the Protestant population, largely unaided by Roman 
Catholics, to stand for the defense of C'a·nada and the 
Empire. 

There are hundreds of thousands of Canadians, we 
believe, who would gladly enlist in the armed serviees 
were it not that they know that the moment they leave 
their positions to join the' army, their places would 
'be filled by waiting Romanists. To say that the Church 

. is well and widely 'organized for this very purpose is 
but to state a self-evident fact. . 

And 'here we venture 'to insert another letter which 
comes from a member of the Civil. Service at Ottawa. 

We can find no more appropriate simile than that horrid 
one we have used so often, in saying that the Roman 
Church is a malignant cancer eating its way into the 
very vitals of the -Dominion. The letter speaks for.itself: 

"My dear Dr .. Shields: 
"I have planned to write to you for ,some time, to 'tell 

you how much good I receive from your sermons and ad
dresses in TIlE GOSPEL WITNESS. I pray y'ou may be blessed 
more and more as the 'days go by. If you were in the 
Civil Sel'vice in Ottawa, you would see what a tremendous 
influence the ,Catholic Church ·has on :Canadian affairs. A 
man almost has to be a Catholic to hope for any advance
ment. 'The priests and bishops ·keep 'their hands on the 
affairs of State; and don't forget it. All the key men in 
the Departments I know anything of, are Cat.holics; and 
thl'Y. in turn see that Catholics receive any preferment that 
is going. . 

"On church holidays, alI Catholics .are excused from work 
-supposedly for an hour in the morning.; but in reality 

-theY' stay away as long as they wish, and do not· have to· 
report when they come in. This is a 'big expense to the people. 

The French quite openly say that ·if any attempt at con
sCl'ipt10n is trieD, there will be open revolt, not passive as 
the last time; ,but they feel they have the upper hand and 
can do as they wish. I should not say it, I suppose, but to 
me the dea:th of Lapointe was the ·~st thing that ever 
happened to Canada, and now if something could happen 
to wake up Mr. King, we might get some place; but I sup-
pose that is too much to hope for. . 

"Keep up the good· work, Brother Shields. It may mean 
a cross for you~ ·but. I need not tell you or remind you that 
from the Cross Christ rules the world. 

(Signed) -------" 

REMEMBER! 

PROTESTANT ltJALLY 

CHALMERS' PRESBY.TE'RIAN CHURCH 
-Dundas St. 'and Dovercourl Rd., 
. Toronto 

, 
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REV. J. H. BARNES, Rector, St. Peter's Anglican Church. 

REV. WM. THOMAS, Cooke's Prespyterian Church. 
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Auspices Canadian Protestant League 

CoUection fo,! League FWTUU 

London and Ottawa -
A Bill is .before' the British Parliament designed to 

raise another thl'ee ·miHion ·men for the armed services. 
The age limit is' lowered to eighteen and a half at the 
one end, 'and: raised to fifty at the other. The -Bill 
proposes to conscript for rthe uniformed services all un- . 
married women 'between the ages of tWenty and thirty. 

But in [Canada a moribund King administration, held 
with a strangle hold by the Roman Catholic Hierarchy, 
will make no ni:ove in the. direction of compulsory mil
itary service in Canada. We 'shall be criticized 'in this 

Conli,nued on Page 9 

,J 



- .. / 

December 4, 1941 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (355),3 

lamia ~trttt Jlulptt 
WILL OOMPLETE, VICTOR~ ,AWAIT REPENTANCE? 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T~ Shields 

Pre-ached in JarV'i,s Str·eet B-ap:tist Chur·ch, Toro.nto, .sund·ay Ev,en·in,g, Nov·ember 30th, 1941 

(Stenographically Reported) 

"Who will bring me into the strong city? who will lead me into Edom? 
"Wilt not thou,:O God, which hadst cast ·us off? and tlJ-QU, iOGod, which ·d.j~t not 

. go out with our armies? . 
, "Give us help from trouble: for vain ill the help of man. 

"Through God we shall do valiantly; for he it is that shall tread down our enemies." 
-Psalm 60 :9-12. . 

. It is seldom 1 attempt to pre·aeh from a text whi-ch has 
heen· selected for me. The pr.eacher must receive his 
message from God. But occasionally a sug.gestion may 
come, to which one feels. ()Onstrained 00 give heed. While 
1 do 'not often refer to it, 1 try to keep be'fore my own 
mind that when spea·king from thois pulpit it is at once 
my privilege and responsibility to spea·k to vast numbers 
whom we' never see. T,he J·arvis Street ministry of the 
pr.inted page· is very mu'ch wid~r in its extent than tha! 
which is exercised orally. Before" the depression we had 
more ,ministers on our mailing list than could 'be accom
modated by Massey Hall-nearly a thousand more than 
its approximate three thousand ca,pacity, and they were 
spread a·ll over the world. The depression lessened the 

. nu.mbers, and now 'of course we are shut off from the· 
continent of Europe. 

Last week 1 ·received a letter from a friend in Eng
Jand~ I have never met him, and do not know how he 
came into contact with us; 'but he is a GOSPEL WITNESS 
reader, and an AngJi~an clergyman. Deleting all marks 
of identification, for I have. not his permission to use it, 
I read you his letter: 

"Dear Dr. Shields: 
"My first word must ,be one of deep thankfulness for 

your faithful ministry. I should like to assure you tihat 
here in the home country there are many who are much 
in prayer for you, that· yolU ·may iphysicaHy ·and spiritu'al,ly 
continue to be 'marvellously helped'. . 
. "The Oibject of my letter is to hilt you know how help
ful I find THE GOSPF.L WITNESS to be. In the sbress of 
things to-eIay, and under the many restrictions caU'seQ 
by the war, it is difficult to ob~a:in pennission to post 
you on a cheque to cover i,ts cost, and the transmission 
of oopies to me. Have you in this country any repre
sentative to whom I could ·send my yearly sUibscription 

, for. it? If not, will you kind-ly continue to let J)'le :have 
it, allowing me to defer paymen.t to a post-war date?·· 

"I am Rector of a large par-ish, now. made into a 
horough, and I am also what is known in this country 
as 'Rural Dean', having the oversight of some fourteen 
Parishes; a somewhat mixed griJ, I fear; . , .. 

"There is, than,k God, in our m.idst a strong body of 
evange!:ical clergymen bea.ring the title of 'The FeH()I\Whip 
of EvangeHcal Churchmen'. There is a membership of 
six to seven hundred clergy. It was initiated in the year 
riineteen-seventeen .... We have a 'basis which excludes 
all modernistic tendendes, especially as they affect the· 
atonement and the Bible. Our mellllbe·rs are .gi¥ing a 
good testimony of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Alai! for the rest of the Ohristian community in· t'he 
Briti~h Isles, it is just olie cont!nuous story of com
proml'se--a halAlearted ProtestantIsm, an.d a distrust of 

" Rome-than!= God for tha.t;but nothirig virile or as-
sertive. . 

"I am old enouglh to remember Moody's ministry in 
t.his country, and the way in w.hich people of every sec
tion of the communi,ty yielded to the call of Ohrist, as 
it came throug1h his lips. But alas! to-day there is no 
concern, no seeking unto the :Lord :by the masses of our 
people; albeit tJhe voice of God is so mighty in opera
tion in these days of 'blasphemy and rebuke'. . 

"We shall win the war, but one trembles to think what 
will happen, not only to the British people, hut to tihe 
Whole world, if this people seek not the Lord; and! fail 
to return to the Lord Who in the past has dealt so bounti
fully with them. Exce·pt we repent, we cannot :fail .to 
lose the peace. 

"Under these circumstances -it -is good to read what is 
doing in other dominions. and· how <in various places 
there are operating Holy Ghost minIstries, such as· yOUi' 
own.. HenCe yon can visualize my disappointment when 
for. any reason THE GOSPEL WITNESS :fails -to reach me. 

"M'ay I suggest a su,bject for one of your sermons-
Psalm 60:9-12? . 

"W!th :prayerful regards, 

. (Signed) ........... _ ................................................ _ ........... ' •. 

.As I turned to the text I saoid to l'I!yself, That is ex
actly what.! want; for -I felt it presep.ted the very aspect 
of. truth the Lord would hav-e me proclaim this evening. 

T,he title of this PsaJim has much of history in it: it 
puts the Psalm "ina very definite historical setting. It 
is a psal~ designed for 'teaching-and we ought alway!! 
to ,be instructed by the Word of God. Its ·reference to 
Jooh rand his victory in the valley of s·alt, where twelve 
thousand of the enemy were slain, gives it a v·ery clear 
a!ld unmiostakable position hi'stQricaJ.ly, The record to 
which reference is made is conta.ined .in .parallel accounts 
in the Second of Samuel, and the eighth chapter; t.he 
First of Chronicles, the eighteenth chapter. 

The Psalm contains some th·iDlglS that are ·not found in 
the h'istorica,l passa.ges I have n.amed.- These inspired 
records of the battles referred to, are like the military 
communiques w,hich i'ssue from London, -which, while 
they tell nothing that is untrue, do not necessarily give 
aH the news. This Psalm i,s really It page from the 
memoirs of. the CQmmander--in-Chi-ef, written obviously 
while the war was still in prog·ress, and containing a 
retrospective and a !prospective .view of events. 

I su'ppose when the war is· over we sball hear from 
men like General Wavell; and that other man of· the 
unpronounceable name who, for convenience, is called 
the "Auk"-the Commander .... in ... Chief 'in L,bya; and from. 
General Cunningham; and Admiral Cunnin.g.ham. When 

( 
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the war is over, and some thing's may 'only then safely . 
be told, we shall hear of some very narrow escapes. We 
shaH hear of some unreported reverses-and we may 
hold our breath ·as we learn how near we were sometimes 
to being overwhelmed. 

That is what David does for us here; he tells us some
thing of his own experiences iII! .the war. I do not think 
he has ~n view merely 1fue battles in which he has en
gaged. This loyaI patriot reviews the history of his na
tion, and remembers many a dark day in the reign of 
Saul, and there may be same reference to still earlier 
years. 

Here he complains that God has "cast off" His people. 
The record in Samuel and Chronicles ,is of victory 
achieved, but before the victory there were many re
verses; and 'God seemed to have cast off His people. They 
were bruised and "broken", and this great and godly 
soldier recognized that his reverses were due to the 
divine displeasure. So ,terri.ble had been his ex'perience 
that he compares ,it to an earthquake, when the earth 
veritably trembled. The people were shown "hard 
thing:s", and were made "to drink the wine of astonish
ment", or. of staggering: they were made drunk with 
their suffering's ·and sorrows. 

Yet the Psalmist evidently feels that, notwithstandiIllg 
all that,. God has 2. divine deposit in His chosen' people.' 
"Tl)ou hast given a ,banner to them that fear thee, that 
it may be displayed because of the truth." Not a piece 
of 'bunting, but a principle of goOvernment; to use the 

_modern phrase,· "'a' way of life", 'a philosophy of exist
ence and !progress; even .as· it is said prophetically of 
our Lord, that He is given to be "an ens·ign of the 
people: to ,it shall the GentHes seek: and his rest shall 
be ,glorious." So said Doavit], "Thoug.h we have had our 
reverses, yet I cannot :but ,believe that in this people 
there is !3ometh,in.g for which God cares; there is a faith, 
there is a godliness, there is a banner that should be 
displayed because of the truth." . 

Then he has recourse to the Word of God: "God hath 
spoken in h'is holiness"--and the words that follow sound 
strangely like boasting. Is a man ever justified in boost
ing? Not if ,he ,boasts in himself. It ,is· written, "Let 
him that glorieth, ,glory 'in the Lord." And again, "In 
God; we boast 'all the day long." This man has heard 
God speak ·in His holiness-and that is an immeasurable 
word: it is more than love, or mercy, or faithfulness, or 
wisdom, or power: it means Deity -in its totality, the 
aggregate of all the qualities of God. . ' 

The Pope is' ·said to speak infam·bly when he speaks 
ex. cathedra, when he speaks officially and on· matters of 
faitlh and mOl'lals. But this man has heard God speak 
in His holines·s, out of the -fulness of His own nature. On 
the basis of Hisi sure 'Promises he stands; the ear of 
faith has heard Him speak as He ,puts all His infinite 
resources into His word. Why therefore should he not 
boast? He says, "I will divide Shechem, and mete out 
the valley of Succoth." Hitler stood before the Eiffel 
Tower with his official photographer, and said, "The next 
one before Buckingham Palace"! I think the ,film win 
be ·out-of-date before' he can use it! That kind of boast
ing seldom finds realization. But when a man boasts in 
God, that is a different' matter: "Gilead is mine, and 
M'llIl'asseh is mine; Ephraim alSo is 'the strength of 
mine ,head; Judah is my Jawgiver. Moab is my washpot; 
over Edam will I cast out my Moe." And then, ironicaHy, 
"P,hiIi st-ia, triu~ph thou because of me." 

"Moab is my washpOt." Perhaps the figure is that of 
a traveller who bathes hioS weary feet; and then in con
tempt of the enemy he lSaid, "Over Edom will I cast out 
my shoe." Then he paus·es, and continues, "Who will 
,bring me i~to, the strong city? who will' lead me into 
Edom? The war is not over yet. There is ,the citadel 
of the enemy in Edom y.onder, the rocky city, defying 
subjugation-how shall I conquer that? But until I do, 
until I have C81ptured :the 'last stronghold, the .war wi1l' 
not be won." How am I to do it? Will God help me'? 
But He did not go forth with our amnies. Give us heij> 
·from trouble: for vain is the help of man." The fa·ith 
bhat was thus nurtured on the promises spoken by 
Divine Holiness at last exclaims, "Through God we shall 
do vaHantly: for. he it is that shall tread down' our 
enemies." , 

So this evening I shall endeavour to show to you what 
faith really is ;~nd how true faoith is subjected to many 
a fiery trial "being much more precious than of gold 
that peri sheth, though it be tried with fire," that it 
may "be found unto praise, and honour and glory, at 
the appearing of Jesus Christ;" It is upon the principles 
involved in that consideration that my exposition rests; 
for these verses are descriptive of the travail, the throes 
of true faith, as it 'battles with an unbelief fighting with 
factual weapons; it is indeed an inspired illustration of 
the scripture, "T,his is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith." 

I. 
TRUE FAITH RECOGNIZES AND CORRECTLY ApPRAISES 

THE STRENGTH OF THE ADVERSARY. 
Fai.th, -bi'blical .faith, is never divorced from intelli

gence. True faith is much more than a mere emotional 
assumption. F·aith has absolutely no kinship with ·irM
tional credulity. Faith is more than ·a reUgious "hunch". 
There is no element of magic, or enchantment, or clair
v·oy·ance ·in it. Faith is something more than 'belief in 
the ohealing power of a dry bone. alleged to have come 
from the shin of a saint, or dependence upon the shriv
elled heart of a. Brother Andrew; or upon charms, or 
.scapulars, or u-pon images, oOr relics. The revel-at ion of 
God ,in 'Chriost is leagues removed from that sort of 
thing. T.r-ue faith springs from the affections, but is 
alway.s joined with the intelligence. Indeed it sweeps 
the whole g:amut of divine resource 'and potentiality, and 
because God is what He ·jos, and because it has come to 
recognize that beside· Him there is none else; and be
cause on ·a !purely rational basis~for faitlt is not irra
tional, faith is not reason in its .infancy, but reason 
grown to /be a man, with a hi,gher, and a wider, and a 
longer, vision than the man who believes nothing but 
that which he can touch and taste and handle-because 
true faith believes God t oit dares to reco'gnize and ac
knowledge bhat the war i,s not woOn until the las.t strong
hold of evil is subdued. Faith has a quality of greatness 
which gives ,it capacity correctly"to appraise objective' 
greatness whether of good or evil, and therefore mighty 
as it sees evil to :be, it sees God enthroned over all, 
blessed for ever. 

I wonder have you read the book by Curt Riess; en
titled, "Total E'spionage"? He says that the British 
Secret Service, the finest in the world, knew all that 
Hitler was doing, everything, and reported it to Premier 
Baldwin; ,but he would not believe i.t. When he was suc
ceeded by Cb-ambedain, .stilI they piled. up the evidence, 

.... 
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. down. One can so hold a five-cent piece before his eyes 
as to obscure all vision of God-and be damned for his 
pains. 

What is your Edom, that stronghold of the -soul; what 
is ,it that is established there? What evil must be 
conqueTell before you can be a free man? Perhaps a 
mere passion for the primacy? There are spme people 
who will never play in the orchestra unless they can 
play first fiddle! I hearo a story of Henry.Ward Beecher. 
He was at a horse auction sale, ·and the auCti()neer wal! 
pTaising up especially one of the !horses he was selling. 
"This is. a marvel!}ous horse. It is a fine saddle-horse, 
perfectly trustworthy. It will drive singly~ a:nd serve 
you admirably in a team; it wiH alwaystpuH its share. 
You can put J,t on either side, nigh or off; it will still 

but the new premier was equally incredulous. Mr. Cham· 
berlain .promoted Sir Robert Vansittart upstairs, out of 
his way! The Secret Serv'ice poured in its information 
.about tbe growing strength of the enemy; but it was .' 
all to no purpose. Mr. Chamberlain ignored all warn
ings. What a political s·impleton he was! His utter 
blindness all but reduced the Empire to nervous prostra
tion. He would not be instructed; and at last Sir Robert 
Vansittart communicated one secret to the French Intel
ligence Office, and when .Mr. Anthony Eden was in 
Europe the French Intelligence Office passed it on to the 
British Foreign Secretary; and Sir Ro·bert was repri
manded by ,the Premier for daring to" go over his head. 
In effect he· said, "I could not get you to listen, and I 
'had to go through France to get the facts before you." 
That attitude toward life, whether "in national, or ec
clesiastical, or individual affairs, is not faith, neither 
does it indicate courage; it is senseles.'Jsuieidal pre· 
sumption. True faith in the truest sense is r.ealistic, 
it faces facts and overcomes them. 

• pull. You can drive it tandem,--put it in front to lead,. 
or it will follow a leader." Turning to a companion, 

'Mr. Beecher said, "I would like to have that horse a 
member of my church." 

We hear of some ·Hottle victory, and' sing, '·'Rule 
Britannia", and act as though the war were over! Do 
you think the war is won? No! Edom remains. Our Ed()m 
is Eu·rope, and Libya., and perhaps Japan. Who is going 
to lead us into the strong city? That "is the great ques
tion. 

II. 

Let ·me MAKE ApPLICATION OF THIS TO ALL OF US. It 
is b:ue of the fortresses of evil, that stand in the way 
of our progress as Christians. You have had some 
victories: You say, "By the gJI"ace of God I am what I 
am, and I am not what I once was." But is there still 
in your life· a ·strong city where the enemy i~ entrenched? 
Does the strong man armed keep his palace? Docs the 
enemy flag still fly over the citadel? You have taken 
the outer defense~, you have had some successes; but 
you 'have nt!ver been Viictorious there. The enemy may 
appea·r in respectable guise. . It may 'be pride. Pride' 
And what have 'any of us of Which to be ·proud? Pride 
is a fOTm CJf moral insanity. If we had any sen!1e, we 
should he humble. Yet th~re are ·people. who belong to 
"the upper ten", o·r the ·select "four hundred"--'-proud 
in their little spheres, as Lucifer! Pride is ~ real sin. 

Ambition? Yes. I gave an invitation o.ne night in a 
country church years ago, for those Who desired to seek 
the Lord to manifest it. The principal.of the local school 
grasped the seat 'in front and .pulled. himself to his feet. 
I arranged to see him next day, and when i visited 
him he said. "1- was concerned lastriight, but I have a 
programme in life, a certadn ambition upon which my 
heart is set, and that would be i.ncompatible with a 
Ohristian profession. When I have arrived at the goal 
of my ambition I may ·consider it,· bu't, until then, noth· 
ing must .hinder me.'.' How little did he know that he 
was jeopa,rdizing the interests of his soul 'by leaving hiE' 
strong city unsubdued! . 

Did you read the story last week of a woman near 
Owen Sound, who had once been a local ·beauty? She 
died recently,· well advanced ,in years, died in squalor as 
she had lived .. She had lived on dry hread and tea
would not allow herself anything more. And s'he left 
sixty-five thou-sand dollars! What had she done? She 
was a mBser. She ·had grasped at gold, and i,t had car· 
ried her down to destru-ction-as it will carry anyone 

"Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" 
The passion for the primacy !has done more harm to the 
chureh o.f Christ .than all the flagrant sins that have. 
ever cursed its Hfe. Never mind where you' a·re called 
to "serve, only let us get the last stronghold suhqued. 
. .I could l'Ipeak of. other things, sins of the flesh

drunkenness, gluttony, laziness....:....w:hich is one of the 
worst, lasciviousness, all .sorts of fleshly lusts which war 
against the soul; 'but whatever it be, until tbat Edom is 
taken, you cannot be a free man. "Who will bring 
me into the strong city? who will lead ,me into Edom?" 

Modernism, of which my English friend writes, is a 
formidable foe of evangelical religion. In its final ex
pression, it is a denial of everythring Christian as truly 
as is Roman Catholicism. How strong it is! Do you 
know what it has done? It :has Captured our churches 
.and oolleges, and many of th~ organs of reli.gious public 
opinion. In other words, it ,has 'done what Hitler did. 
It has taken country after country, and has raised the 
devil's flag over what was once a citadel of truth. Many 
a theological college has become a fortress of Edom. We 
happen in this place to ibelong to the "unoccupied· ter
ritory". 

Consider; a moment the other matter w.ith whi~h we 
have been dealing. Roman Catholicism .is very 'strong. 
A Roman Catholic woman said to me one Sunday morn

·-ing recently, "W,hat do you think you can do? We are 
very strong." A man would be a fool not to recognize that 
Roman Catholici.sm is strong. It is the greatest ally of 
Satan on this earth to-day. It has established itself 
everywhere. It is Hke a great octopu·s or cancer, w'ith 
its tentacles wrapped around the vitals of the whole 
sociaL organism. You will find -it in government, in busi
ness, in social spheres, ,in industry, in finance, in com
merce, in. non-Romanist churches. Yes, plenty' of it in 
non-Romanist churches. I .sometimes wonder how many 
Edoms we have in Toronto. Dr. Orchard was a priest 
of the Roman Church .for years, having received ecu
menical ordination, before he at last openly declared him-' 
self---'and he was minister of a Congregational church 
in London all the time. 

I fell to wondering this afternoon if the divine Hand, 
wi.th gigantic;' forceps couId bend down and loay hold of 
it, and root it out, just as when a hurricane rips up a 
gi,ant tree of centuries' growth-what would be left? 
A! society torn and lacerated, a' bleeding hody. Thex:e 



6 (358) THE GOSPEL WITNESS December 4, 1941 

would not be one section of society that would not be 
torn asunder, if God should thus come, and tear Roman
i:S'ffl out by the roots as He did in Luther's day. .1 know 
that Vaticanism -is strong.; I know it ·is a verita:ble 
Edom; 'and until that stronghold is taken the liberties of 
men will never be safe anywhere in the world. 

You ask, "And you think you are going 1A> take it?" 
No'! We can do our best. Some dnconspicuous corres
pondent wrote to one of ·the paper-s a week or so ago and 
said that about alI we can do 'in respect to some evils in 
ou r day is to protest· against them in order to maintain 
the vitality of our own consciences. We may not do 
much, but we can take up a militant attitude toward 
Edom. Dorothy Thompson said that every church ~n the 
world ought to pass a resolution ooJ)suring Germany for .. 
her slaughter of hostages. She asked, ·"What good would 
it do? No good to the hostages, but it would do the 
churches good in putting themselves on record." 

There are many evils in the world that have estab
lished themselves as Edom, the rock-hewn city. Faith 
looks at the stronghold ·and says, It Is a tremendouls task. 
Who will lead us? . Who will give us the wctory? I wIsh 
I could hear. people asking that question to-day.' In the 
present war, where are we? It is not won by any means. 
Who is .going t£o help :us? Who is' going to lead us into 
Europe? Who is going to help us to ·say of ·some of these 
downtrodden nat'ions, "'France is my washpot: over Italy 
willI I cast out 'my shoe." How are we going to clean up 
that awful state of affairs in Europe? When one I'eviewl!' 
the war news, he ('ould almost wish for his own funeral 

, -unless -God ~ives us courage to face it: 

HI. 

The P·salmLst, believer as he is, says, "I have to admit 
that I have marked the. divine absence. It has seemed 
sometimes as though God had cast us off.' I have to 
recognize and ·acknowledge th:at He has not always gone 
forth with our armies." TRUE FAITH DOES NOT REFUSE 
TO EXAMINE THE -RECORD OF REVERSES, NOR TO ACKNOWL
EDGE THE JUSTICE OF THE DIVINE ABSENCE. 

Who has not to confess to personal reverseS? 

"0 God, ·and shall ·we ever lave . 
At this .poor dying rate? 

Our -love for Thee so cold, so weak,' 
U A.nd Thine to us so great!" 

Christian man, c!!n you -say, "Thanks be unto God, which 
alway:s eauseth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh 
manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every 
place"? I Do you get the victory down in the office, in 
the home, wherever you are? Are you made to ride 
upon your hig.h .pI-aces, rby the ·power of divine grace? 
Or must you' say, "No, sir. I have hard a few triumphs, 
but when I face my Edom it seems as though God h'as 
cast me off. I have sradd, I will not give in; but He did 
not go forth with my armies." Many a man and woman 
here to-night would have ,to admit it-we have had re
verse rafter reverse when we oug.ht to have been, when 
we might have been, victol'lious. 

How shamefully Evangelical ChTistianity has been 
defeated by the armies of unbelief! How true it has 
been, "The' children of Ephr8li-m, being anned, and car
rying bows, turned !back in the day of battle." The battIe 
for Modernism ars against EVI8.ngeHcal Christianity has 
not been won by the Modernists: it hasl been thrown 
away by evangelicals. who did not stand. Compromise 

everywhere! The church has been full of it. Ramsay 
Macdonalds, Stanley B-aldwins, and Neville Chamber
lains, who have given everytliing away, and did not 'stand 
·for anything. That is why we are where we are to-day 
rel.igiously. The record of modern evangelicalism is a 
humiliating tale of succes·sive Munlichs, of withdrawals 
from. NOrWays, of~apitulation in Belg·ium and ~rance. 

T·hat is I I~hy England Is in such a cond·ition to-day 
reli-giousl:l/ I know it. Churches sparsely attended, the 
godless multitude regardless of God's day, God's house, 
God's Book; and more than half the preachers tell the 
rpeop).e who do .go to church that the Bible i·s not the 
word of God. Dear old England, my.own native land, 
has needed a revival this many a day. It has been more 
worldly in the main, more .godless if that be possible, 
than' Canada herself. But here and there Edom hal! 
mocked us; and it has seemed as though God had ·cast Ul! 

off, and had not gone forth with our armies. Citadel after' 
citadel has rheen taken by·the enemy. ' 

The same··is true of Romanism. It has had its reverses, 
but it is ma·king terrific onslaugh~ upon the citadels of 
truth in this day. I do not say it is winning. While 
beaten in many :pl.aees, it has dts strongholds like Edom; 
and in God's good time we will throw our shoe at it
a~d may forget to ta'ke our foot out of it. But at times 

· it would seem ars though God had cast. us off, and was 
not going forth with our armies. 

You say, "We 'are winning in this war"? I believe 
we are. I believe we shall win the war: I ·am far more 
afraid of los'ing the peace. Unless we have men of 

· 5opir.itual dist:ernment, men who can see into the far 
reaches .of the future, men who have learned to see in 
the gerrm the harvest that is to come, men who know how 
·to analyze principles and conserve the night, unless we 
have such men rat the council-tarble, we may be fighting 
another war in vain. It may he, indeed, that God has 
allowed the bombing of our cities; I am not sure that 
we ·shall not have it here if we do not repent. We deserve 
·it. At all events, we have had our reverses--rmany of 
them! 

I know England. I own we were not prepared-but 
that was our f·ault. I cannot excuse the 'men responsible. 

· You say; "It is easy to be .wis~ after the event"? I 
could produce the pl'linted word of twenty years ago 
where we ;predicted thi.!\ very thing unless pulpit and 
press turned back to f'aith in the living God. If we had 
had men of spiritu'al discernment in authority. Who' had 
learned to take the Book and make it the medium of their 
vision they would have known it. It was the religious 
blindness of Britain that stripped 'her of her defense. 
No one who really believed th~ Bible would have con
sented to such a programme of disarmament. Let us face 
the facts. We were dri.ven out of Norway. A Britisher 
does not like to be driven out of anywhere! But we' 
were. Ohamberlain had to resign -in acknowled.gment of 
it. We were rheaten in Fmnce----more about DunKirk in 
Ii moment; but there ought to have been "no Dunkir.k; 
there ought to have been no retreat. It was, of course, 
inevitable in the circumstances, but, the circumstances 
were of our own making-in Britain, in France, and in 
equal measure by the blind men who constitute the Cana-' 
dian Government. The whole shameful collapse of Eu
rope e!ln be laid to the charge .of public godlessness in 
Britain and the Dominions, as well as in France. 

/. 
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That does not miHg·ate the gum af those w.ho were the 
aggressors. But lif we 'had not dism.issed God, He would 
not have cast us off; He would have gone f.orth with our 
al'mies; and we should have been victorious where we 
were defeated. There are moral and' religious causes for 
these physical reverses; they are not wholly to be ac
counted .for by l'ack of 'arnn8lments, or on purely physical 
grounds. Indeed there would have been no I-ack of arm-' 
aments .had our nation'al policies been based upon scrip
tural rprinci,ples af rig'lhteousness. We have just ahout 
dismissed God. . 

And it is no better in Canada. What .have we in 
Oanada to-night? I ·sometimes . wonder ,how far we 
ought to go. Whether it· is eha,city to recognize as. a 
Christian minister a man who· practically denies every
thing Christian'; or whether we ought to have the 
courage to say to him, You are·not.the servant of Christ; 
you are perverting the gospel of Christ; you are not 
preaching .the truth. A great many of our pulpits are 
pretty nearly pagan;-with no authoritative Scripture, . 
no salvation by the blood, no teaching of the necessity 
of regeneration. Hence God seems to have cast us off, 
and has not gone forth with our arm·ies. 

This man of faith, surveying the whole situation in 
all its blackness, exclu4es one thing: "Vain is "the help 
of man." ·We have made some prog·ress when we get 
to the point of reckoning men out. This is a job which 
only God can do. Ther~ is no one in the Empire who 
h<)Dours Mr. Winston ·Churchilll more than I do. He was 
a seer who saw what was coming, and was held in con-

. tempt by many even as recently as three years ago. I 
honour him. ,He said, ".Give us the tools, and we will 
finish the job." It was well sa:idf~om the human stand
point; we must ".forge such ,tools, and more and more of 
them; but no tools that can 'be turned out from Canadian, 
American and British factol'lies wHl·really "finish the 
job". There is another Who said, "1 am looking for 
tools, and I will finish the job," When we .exclude all 
human considerations from our outlook, and look to God 
alone, we shall begin to have viCtory. . . 

But this man, acknowledging all that-defeat after 
defeat, defeat· after defeat; and that, 'bec'ilUse God goes 
not forthr with our a,rmies-iustifies God's absence; yet 
appeals for mercy: "Give us help f·rom trouble.'~ If 
God never helped anyone but those w.ho deserve help, 
no one would be heIped~ If ·God never'caine to the de
Iiverance of anyone, or any nation, until they deserved 
to he delivered, we were all l~st men. 

David goes back in his experience, and remembers a 
word of the Lord: "Call upon me in the day' of .trouble: 
I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me." "Give 
us help fi-om trou'ble." When you pray, do not plead 
the superiority of your British blood, Do not suppose· 
that God will be especially pleased by your recounting 
British achievements, There is another ground of ap
peal, and it is the only one I know: that we are all a 
bad lot, as Moody used to ·say. We have no i~herent, 
intrinsic right to ask for ,help; yet we can appeal to 
His mercy, and say, Lord, in spite of all, send us help 
in trouble. 

And He will. How often He has done so! The Bible 
is full of instances where God has stepped in in time of 
trouble, and helped undeserving men: the passage of the 
Red Sea, the manna from Heaven, the falling of the walls 
of Jericho, .the day proud Goliath lieked the dust and the 

men of PhiUstia fled. The Old, Testament is full of 
divine· ·interpositions, where God helped those who did 
not deserve help. The same is true of the New Testa-
ment.. .. 
. And so of secular history~ We ,read of the Spanis'h 

Armada, and think of Drake's saying, "We will finish 
oU'r bowls, and then finish the Spania,nis." T~at is all 
right so far as it goes. But if you are fa.mriliar wi,th the 
history of England of .that time; you must know that· 
it was ree'king with corruption. There were, of course, 
the few righteous in Sodom, for whose sake God came 
down, and as the monument at Plymouth tesrtifies~if it 
has not been destI'oyed----;-He blew with His winds, and 
they were S'Catt~red, and sank Hke lead in the mighty 
waters. It was a divine deliverance because God had, a 
purpose for England. And at the same tim.e, it wal! 
one of the most·deadly blows the Roman Catholic Church 
ever received. The Spanish Armada was an attack 
financed by Rome, inspired 'by Rome aliI the way through; 
and God Himself made bare.' His arm and sent us help 
"in time of trouble". . 

I love to read the 'history of the British Empire. We 
have no right to have an Empire. The British Empire 
is li~e Topsy of Uncle Tom's Cabin, it "just growed". 

. How it grew, only God knows. We .have made mistakes 
'enough to 'sink the whole Empire, bu,t by His grace it 
has spread over the whole earth. . 

And what of Trafalgar, Waterloo, Egypt, Mons, Dun-
. kirk? Deliverances .which, on ,the ground 'of our own 
merit ought never to have been ou·rs. Justly, we might 
have been left to perish. But God ·came and ca.]med the 
waters of the 'Channel as they had not .been calmed in 
a hundred years, and sent three hundred and thirty-five 
thou~and men safely home, though they lost ,their eql1ip~ 
ment. . 

Then wha,t? A defenseiess ~ountry! Who held Hitler 
in check? You say, "'The R.A.F." In part. All honour 
to them. But I still believe ""there is none like unto the 
God of Jeshurun, who rideth upon the heaven in (our) 
help, and in his excellency on the s·ky." Mercy! Mercy 
saved us; because ,many prayed. 

The press did not see any religious significance in a 
certain 'rec-ent event but only a phenomenon. 'But as the 
recent 'Campaign started in Libya, when the British were 
read;y and the General-commanding was in his mobile 
headquarters, looking at his wri'st-watch for the zero 
hour to strike that he might give the one word, "Go", 
and the whole army moved-just abolUt that time, yonder 

_ where the Germans were mobilized, a heavy cloud, not 
big with mercy hut with' judgment, opened. There was 
a cloudb~.rst in the desert. The rain came· down and 
conve'rted even the desert sands into mud, with water up 
to the waists of the men. A secula.r journalist said, 
"They :tuned up their motors,· the German airplanes 
roared-but they rlid n~t .move." Why? God sent'help 
"in time of trouble"; but, alas! we do not give God 
thanks for it. Notwithstanding it "lias been with us as 
repeatedly. with David in our contextua·1 histo:t:'y, "And 
the Lord preserved 'David whithersoever he went." 

I~. 
It comes to this at last: WHEN FAITH RISES TO A 

RECOGNITION OF GOD IN ALL ITS WAYS, FEARS ARE DIS
MISSED. . Here this man says, "'Through God we shall do 
valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down, ollr ene
mies." There was no objective miracle. David did not 
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ask for one. Yet God did it, 'but He did it through men. 
He will make men v,aliant. ' ' 

. There may be ,here a man who has heen tripped up 
by Ithe drink ha'bit, or some other evil, a hundred times. 
Can nothing be done? Yes. The tendency is within, 
and the temptations are without ; but God can come into 
a man, and make him v'aHant-and when He does. the 

, man will pas~ by the door of t~ese hell-traps; perhaps 
~inging what I used to hear others sing, when I was a 
boy, 

"Myoid companions, fare ye weH, 
I win not g.o ,with you ,to hell, 
I mean with Jesus Christ ,to dwell, 
Flare ye well. fare ye wen!" 

The man, as a valiant warrior, goes right through the 
fire unsinged, a victor by the power of divine grace 
within him ... 

We shall not win against Rome, we shaH not win 
against Modernism by' arguJ:llent-though I have done 
my share of it. It has its place. Peter preached to the, 
Gentiles, and the prejudice of the Jewish church was so 
strong they called him to account, and asked him why 
he went. He told :his stofy, how the Lord spoke to 
'him and, sent 'him forth, !how the same God spoke to 
Cornelius commanding him to send for Peter, the Spirit 
bidding him go, and summing it all up he said, "And 
as I began to speak, the Holy ,Ghost fell. on them. as on 
-us at the beginning. _ Then remembered I Ithe ~ord of 
the Lord. how that he said. John indeed baptizt;ld with
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. 
Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he 
did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ· 
w;hat was I, that I could withstand 90d? When the; 
heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified 
God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted 
repentance unto life." 

A dead orthodoxy, a compromising Protestantism, will 
never make any inro-ads ,against Rome nor against any 
other evil; but, a vital religion will. A person, a Church, 
many churches, filled wi,th the Holy Ghost, on fire for 
God, ~nergizedby the power of the divin~ Sptrit, will 
do vahantly, will breach the walls of our Edom will lead 
us into the strong city. ' 

We do well to pray for ou'r men, that' they may be 
strong to overcome i,n the battle. In Joshua's day when 

, Jordan was at the flood, they went over "dry shod':, But 
in David',s day they did not. The recoJ::d says, "These 
are they that. went over J o'rdan in the first month when 
it had overflown all his banks." I.n J~shua"s da;, God 

, worked on the flood 'and removed the obstacle; in David's 
day, He wrought in David's mighty men and made them 
strong to overcome. 

That is our 'hope. Let us pray for our men, even those 
whp do not know God, that by the indwelli.ng presence of 
God, they: may do valiantly: the sailor on the sea the 
soldier in his timk, the airman in his fighter' or bo~ber. 
When we come to that place, we shall become a valiant 
and an invi,!\'cible people, and Go~ will tread our enemies 
under foot., Oh that 'God may show us Ihow completely 
dependent we are upon Him; and' in the' measure in 
which we realize that, we 'shall be victorious. We shall 
not only win the war, but we shall save the peace; then 

"Peace shall over aU the earth 
Her andent s'plendours fling 

And the whole world gJve back' the song 
Which now the angels si'ng." 

The Barrier Against All Progress in the 
Educational/System of Quebec . 
By Rev. W. S. Whitcombe, M.A. 

oJt is well known that the French Roman 'Catholic educa-
• tional system in the Province of Quebec is the worst 

o.n the whole American Continent. The statistics pub
hshed by ttle Dominion Bureau Of Statistics, and based 
on the offici-al census of Canada, reveal the startling fact 
that there is more than seven times as much illiteracy ,
,among French-Canadian-s as amongst English-speaking 
Ca'nadi'ans, the former being the product of an educa
tipnal system under the control of the Roman hierarchy. 
(British races 0.88 per, cent. French 6.18 per cent). Even 
in Quebec itself, among'st French-speaking Roman Cath
olics, the SQrry failure of the Roman ,schools is clearly 
recognized. The truth pf this assertion is clearly attested 
by the large number of French Roman Catholic parents 
who prefer to' s'end their children to an English "neutral" 
school rather than to the French Roman Catholic, school, 
though that act bring,s upon their heads the threat that 
t,he sacraments will be denied to them. A.ccording to the 
teac~inlt of the Roman Catholic Church that means l:>eing 
consIgned to the place of everlasting torment. And this 
for the sole crime of choosing, in ,a free country to send 
their children to a school where ,they will be ta~ght the 
three R's efficiently. 

'In our neighbouring "Caltholic P.rovince" more and 
more voices of men who think are being added to the 
ever growing ,cry for 5we~ping school reforms. ' The 
present government, ,headed' by Mr. Godbout has 'made 
promises of reform, somewhat vague it is true, but even 
promises are a hopeful sign. But alas, the promises 
have proved to be like piecrust-made to be broken. A 
determined, systematic opposition to educational reform 
~n Quebec has &hown itself, and no government depend-
109 on public support can affort to neglect it. The 
source of that opposition to educational reform found 
in the powerful corporation that for three hundred years 
has controlled what instruction has been given in French 
Canada-the Ro~an Oatholic hierarchy. Through the 
Council of Public, In~truction on which the Bi'shQPs sit 
ex-officip, it maintains' a st;rangle ,hold on the schools of 
the Province. The chief, if not the sole 'end of, the school 
system, under R..,!lman Catholic control, is ,to instil the 
catechism into the minds of little French boys and girls, 

, and so produce unquestioning obedience to .the author
ity of the Roman Catholic Churoh, in the citizens of to
mO'rro~. Little WQnder that these French-speaking boys 
and gIrls find themselves facing life with little other 
preparation for making their way than a. ,memory 
cl1am~ed with the catechism. And wheh the better 
trained ,and equipped English-Canadians obtain the best 
posLtions and receive larger 'S'alaries, the excuse is ready 
at '~and: it is the unfairness of "les maudits anglais" 
'toward the Chosen Race. Thi,s lame excuse has suc
ceeded' well up to now, for it appeals to raci'al and 
religious pride, and offers an easy explan.aJtiQn of the 
manifest superiority of the English Protestants in educa
tional and financial affairs. But the truth will out 

,and, little by little, French-Canadi'ans are being forced 
by the logic of facts to recognize that the reill cause 
of their inferiority in these realms is not Engl'ish Pro
testant prejudices 'but rather ,French Roman Catholic 
control. At. last. the obvious fact is beginnin~ to dawn 

. ' 
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upon a part ·at least of the French-speaking public that 
the root cause of the Frtmch. ... Canadian failure to cope 
with .A!nglo-S·axon competition is to be found in their 
woefully inefficient edueationaleystem, which itS, as every 
French~Canadian knoWlS, under the absolute control of 
-the priests. 

As an illustration of what has just bEien said, we quote, 
the following paragraphs ,from a FTe.nch-1a:ngu:age weekly 
published in Montreal, "V Auto1"ite". -The cross page 
heading of the article from which we take these extracts 
haJ8 the 'same heading spread across the entire page 86 
our article bears: "The Barrier Against All Progress in 
-the Eduational System." And then follows these sub
headings, wh~ch are seIi-expl'anato'ry: "It is evideDt 
that i't is found in the Council of Public Instruction. 
Master Louis Morin, batonnier of the Province, de
plores the 'great pity' of our rural schools-'No civil
ized nation would endure such a system,' he declares.
Vain promisf'l of Mr. Victor Dore, Superintendent of 
Public Instruction.-Mgr. Comptois, BishOp of Three 
Rivers, says Ithat the bilingual school means a neutral 
school and that the neutral school means no God. 
Opposition to all change." 

"QUEBE,C-The pl'ejudice of a certain clan that pre
ve!!ts the public educational system 'in our province from 
mak,ing substantial ,progress,· is becoming more and more 
evident. It scarcely permits to our rural popul~ion 
the knowledge of reading and writing, or to our urban 
'population- the ability to stammer E'nglish. The centre 
of tha"t opposition is nothing other than the Council of 
Public Instruction where ,an obstinately reactionary 
majority holds sway. 

Speaking I1It the dosing banquet of the French-lan
guage ,weeklies at Beauceville, Mai,tre Louis Morin, K.C. 
'batoimier' (President of the Law Society) of' the Bar 
of the Pz:ovince of Quebec, spoke these prophetic words: . . 

'~.'I come now to the pitiful condition of rural educa
tion. In the larger centres we have educational insti
tutions Wlhich are, a credit to us, but in the smaller 
parishes and on tHe back concessions, what desolation! 
1 ventur~ to SOlJI that there is not another civilized 
cO'untry in the 'Whole' world that is cOIJ)Q,blB of enduring 
sy.ch an educational. system as ours. (Empnasis ours. 
Ed. G.W.) Where do the young people in our small 
towns go for amusement? Those who have the taste 

. to read a book, a review, or even a da"Hy paper, are rare 
indeed. We are turning ·'out citizens without· any ca
pacity to deal with the questions of the day, and of those 
which cannot fail to arise af·ter this war.' 

"It is a most desil'able thing that many more 'person
ages of. the importance of Maitre Louis Morin, one of 
the best known lawyers in the Province, should attack 
this problE:m with the same determiil.wtion. It is the 

_ only way of sl}aking off the apathy which reigns among 
the people and the ill-will which shows itself in high 
places. If we desire to see Hon. Hector ~rrier, Prov
incial Secretal'y, succeed in the ·taskl'that he has under
taken, we must give him the support that he needs .... 

"Speaking at St. Tite, in the ddocese of Trois-Rivieres, 
on the occasion of the ,fiftieth anniversary of the founda
tion of the Si,sters of ·Providence, Mgr. A. O. Comtois, 
'Bisho'P of Trois-Rivieres, did not speak in the same 
fashion as M. Victor Dore. He put his ihearers on their 
guard against the campaign V{hich is under way for an 
ohligatory school attendance ,law. He denounced certain 
elements, inspired ,by unknown sources, who are opposed 
to the monopoly of public jnstruction now in the ihands 
of ,the clergy. According to 'him, obligatory school at
tendance is not necessary because parents understand 
the necessity of sending .their children to school. But if 
they understand this necessity, Mgr. Comtois neglects to 
tell us why so many parents do not do it, as the statistics 
show. 

. .. Accord!ng to the Bishop' of Trois-Rivieres, the .bi
lingual .school means the sole school, and that means the 
neutral school, and with the neutral school, instruction 
in religion, outside -the family, would be ended .. The 
school is the apprenticeshdp of life, life is the appren
ticeship of heaven, and withou·t salvation all would ibe 
worbhless .... 

"Before the ,last session there wa"s talk of reforming 
the Council of Public Instruction on' which aLl the 
Bishops have a ·place .by virtue of their office. It was 
argued that the fact that a man is a 'bishop dOes not 
necessarily imply ,that ihe is an expert ~n educational mat
ters. .Mgr. Comtois is not the only one who lends con'" 
firmation to that argument, but he has always taken t'he 
lead in e~erything Wlhioh aims at stagnation." 

LONDON AND OTTAWA-C~ntinueilrom Page'2 
remark, but we dare to make it none the less. The 
Bible, in n-oting the passing of evil men, does not waste 
lamentations upon them. As an individual human, we 
of course regret the termination of the life· of the late 
Mr. Ernest Lapointe; but it is our fum conviction thllot 
he was the evil genius of the King administration, and 
an utterly unmitigated blight upon the political 'life of 
Canada. He was the tool of the Roman Catholic Hier
archy, and did whatever he was told. . 

We are not surprised to learn that the Pope granted 
Mr. l,apointe "plenary indulgence." That is a means by 
whi·ch, according to the pagan notion of Romanists, a 
soul may make a detour around pu.rgatory and get to 

_heaven without delay. If there were any truth at all 
in the purgatory superstition, the soul of Ernest Lapointe 
would deserve to be congratulated on escaping pur
gatory. 

Canada has done much in the way: of producing war 
sup~lies, and in the huil!iing of ships. We 'believe there 
are no better 'soldiers than our Canadian troops. We 
recall a story a truck driver told us once. He ran from 
Detroit ·to Toronto, a:bout two hundred a,nd fifty miles, 
always with a heavy load each way. Somewhere on the 
road one of his cylinders went out of commission, and 
the engine simply could riot pull the load. He was 'an 
expert mechanic, so he pulled his truck to one side of 
the road and disconnected the piston of that pa·rticu,lar 
cylinder. He then explained that when a pistQn is not 
driving, it acts as a brake. 

Quebec is the braking cylinder in the Canadian engine. 
If there is no way by which it can 'be made to pull its 
share of the Iload, it ought not to ,be allowed to act as a 

. brake on the Canadian war effort. When we say, Quebec, 
we do not meari Quebec as a whole: we mean that part 
of it which is subject to Roman Catholic control. 

In -the United States, in Eire, in every part of the 
Britis'h Empire, in Europe, in South Amerh:a, the
Roman Catholic Church is on the side of reaction and 
enslavement.' It is' the enemy of enlightenment~ of 
progress, of civil and religious liberty, throughout the 
world. 

CIRCULATE EVERY ISSUE OF 
THE WITNESS 

Single copies, 5c postpaid; Bundles of 25 copies 
or over sent to one address at the rate of three cents 
per COPT postpaid. 
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A Great Achievement 
Lt was the Edi'tor's priovoileg:e Monday, November 24th, 

to speak at the fourteenth anniversary of the Bethel 
Baptist Church, Orillia, of which Rev. John Byers is 
Pastor. Mr. Byers went to Orillia fourteen years ago, 
to an unorgan·ized group of believers who had come 
together in protest against the prevailing Modernism in 
the Baptist denomination. The group was later organ
ized into a church, and recognized as a Regu'lar Baptist 
Church. For some years they worshipped in an upstairs 

hall, but later the 
present attractive and 
commodious building 
was erected. The total 
cost of the building, 
we understand, was 
something like $10,-
000.00, beside many 
hundreds of dollars' 
worth of voluntary 
labour by the mem
bers themselves. 

The service of No
vember 24th was in 
connection with the 
ce·leibr,ation of the 
14th anniversary of 
Mr. Byers' pastorate, 
and on that oCCAsion 
Mr. David Evans, 
who has taken a great 
interest in the church, 
and we believe has 

REV. JOHN BYERS been a substantial 
helper - and who is 

ninety-'three yeoar.s young, '8IS the Pa'stor sa.id----'buTned 
.the mortgag,e. Betbel.is the only ,church Mr. Byers has 
had, ·md Mr. By.ers i·s Bethel's ,only P·a'stor. 

To build up such a splendid organization from almost 
nothing, to erect so fine a building, and to payoff the 
last cent of indebtedness, constitute a real achievement. 
We have long since recognized that the best way to 
judge of a minister's usefulness is to see him in 
his own workshop. This we did November 24th 
at OriHia. The ibu'ilding wa,scrowd'ed to itls ut
most capacity, including the aisles. 

Wha't impressed us WI!S the evidence that Mr. 
Byers' ministry of fourteen years has given him 
a large place in the confidence of the Christian 
public of Ori'llia. Greetings were brought by an 
Elder of the Presbyterian church in the unavoid
able absence of the minister. 

We were fortunate in having as our com
panion on the trip Rev. Wm. Thomas, M.A., 
P.8IStOT of Cook,e's Pr,eSlbyteriam Chul'ch, Toronto. 
The truth is, we made a ·little pleasure jaunt of 
the occasion. Mr. Thomas spoke with his usual 
facility and heartiness, extending his personal 
felicitations both to the Pastor and the church. 

The offering of the evening was very gener
ously devoted to THE GOSPEL WITNESS Fund 

The last item on the programme was a sermon 
by this Editor. The Bethel Church a.p.peared to 
us like a well-fenced and well-cultivated garden 
where flowers and fruits were blooming, and 

where no weeds appeared. Mr. Thomas and the writer 
left after the meeting, to drive the ninety miles back to 
Toronto, each with a glowing feeling of satisfaction 
that we ,had spent an evening with a healthy and active 
church, and with .!l worthy workman who needeth not to 
be ashamed. 

We publish herewith cuts of Ithe Pastor and the chur~h. 

UNION NEWS 
ORDINATION CoUNCIL: The Trinity Church, Niagara 

Fails, Ontario, has ealled a council to consider the advisability 
of ordaining its Pastor, Mr. Harry Butler. Tohe council will 
meet in the church 'at the comer of Barker Street 'and F·rank
lin Avenue, Niagara Falls, Ontario, December 16th, at 2.30 
E.D.T. 

PRAY FOR THIS MAN: One of our Northern Pastors 
writes: "I have been able to get in touch .with an interested 
Freneh-Oanadian who was quite friendly and concerned. He 
said ,he was not able to ask me into his home to talk, as bis 
wife is a strong Roman Catholic and very much opposed to his 
reading the New Testament. He 'has promised to come to our 
home, so that we may have a good chat about these things, 
and 'has asked me to let him Jiave 'any French literabure we 
may have a:s he w.ould like to read it. I should be glad to 
have all the friends pray for this man, and also for ibis wife 
WflO has to undel1go a further operation." 

KAPUSKASING: Rev. V. Lehman writes: "We had quite 
an experience last week. A drunken soldier, a boy of eighteen 
years of age, carne in just after prayer meeting. W1e talked 
with him, gave rum something to eat, a bed for the night, and 
then 'something for his soul. BefoOre he -left our home, ihe 
made profession of f,aith in Christ. He said his OhapIain tells 
them that if they are good soldiers they will go to heaven, 
but the soldier knew that to be untrue. However, the Chap
lain wears the pips, as the boy said, and the '8Oldiel'lS cannot 
talk back. God help these men. This lad said ·his 'stepmother 
is a member of the church at Timmins." 

!{.EV. E. C. WOOD APPOINTED AS CHAPLAIN: The Chat
ham Regular Baptist Church held open house after prayer 
meeting on Wednesday evening, November 26th, to wish 
godspeed to their pastor, Captain, the Rev. E. C. Wood, 
who leaves to take up the work of chaplaincy in the CanadilllJl 
Army, Active. I 

Friends 'gathered fr.om Chatham and the surrounding dis
trict, from iErieau, Es'sex, and Windsor, for 'an evemng of 
'Christian feHows:hip with one whose chief aim has been, :in 
all ,his ten years with the church, to ~a1t the Name of Him 
Whose Name Js above every name. 

Continued on Page 11 

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURC:H, ORILLIA, ONT. 
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Bible School Lesson Outline 
Vol. 5 Fourth Quarter Lesson 50 December 14th. 1941 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

CHRIST THE ·BEI.IEVER'S HOPE 
Lesson Text: Philippians 3. 
Golden Text: "I press toward the mark for the prize of t"e 

high calling of God in Christ Jesus"..-Phil. 3 :14. 
I. The:Hope of Resurrection: A Saving Hope-verses 1 to 14. 

The _<\Jpos~le Paul felt that the injunction ,to rejoice needed 
to be emphasized land repeated ('PhH. 4:4). The principle 
of repetition is the, secret of !Successful teaching, of good 
business and of effective propaganda (2 Pet. 1:12, 15; 3:1). 

,Christian joy, radi~t and triumphant, is a splendid safe
guard: against the s.piritual His which &ll:lTOund us, just as 
the'maintenance of· abounding !health is the !Qest pr.otection 
against physical.disease (Tit. 1:9). The Phioli'Ppians must 
be strengthened lest their minds be poisoned with the fa,lse 
doctrines of the Judaizers, who taugoht that a man could 
not ,be saved except ,by submitting to the 'JewiSh ceremomal 
laws (Acts 15:1, 7-11, 19, 24; Gal. 2:12). Paul describes 
the Judaizers as dogs, 'a term dn the Scriptures !Su~gesting 
IU:11cleanness' (Matt. 7:6; 2 Pet. 2:22; Rev. 22:15); .as eVoiI 
wOl"kmen (2 Cor. 11:13); as men of the concision, men who 
regp.rded circumcision as a ,physical wounding (,Gal. 5:2, 3). 
T·rue IsraeHtes looked ,upon circumdsion as the outward sign 
of the inward reality that they !had entered dnto 18. covenant 
relationship ·with ,the Lord (Rom. 2:25-29; Col. 2:11-13). They' 
worshipped ,God inspirit (Jo:hn 4:23, 24), they boasted and 
eXlllted in Christ as thedr ·Saviour (Jer. 9:24; 1 Cor. 1:31), 
and theia.- confidence was 'PI-aced in another, rather than in 
themselves. r " 

If salvation had been by works, Paul would bave 'had' 
abundant reason for boasting. His birth, nationality, tmin
ing, circumstances, character, zeal and ou:t\v,ard' life might 
be considered highly advantageous. 'And, indeed, such priv
ileges are of distinct 'advantage to oany one, and a:re to 'be 
counted as blessings. And yet, they cannot ,take the place 
of personal faith dn Ohristi which is the lime condition of 
salvation (JDhn 3:16; Rom. 5:1; Gal. 5:5, 6; 6:15). 

If he Sihould be asked :to write out a bal-ance s'heet, and 
pu,t on one' side a .ust of natural religiou,s advantages 'and 
on the other the blessing of knowing Chrd'st as Savdour, 
Paul implies that !he would write "Loss" at the head of the 
fi,rst O()~wnn and "-Gain" at the !head of ,the second one. AU 
other considerations are of little vallie. compared to the 
inestimable treasure I()f the knowledge of ·Christ (Rom. 
5:15; 8:1~; Eph. 3:8; Col. 2:2, 8). Paul would count· his 
w.orldly goods and possessions las refu'se, that he tRright gain 
Ohrdst (John 17:3; .1 Cor. 2:2; Gal. 6:14). 

With the personal 'knowledge of Christ as Saviour and, 
Redeemer the Apostle received the ,righteou'llnes's of Christ, 
bestowed upon aU who trust in His atoning work. Such 
righteousness cannot ,be 'attained 'by self-effort (Rom. 10: 
1-3; Tit. 3:5), .or by !the works of the law .(Rom. 10:4; Gal. 
2:16); it is the ,gift of God by grace iflhrOlUog'h faith .in Christ 
(Acts 3:16; Rom. 3:21-28; 4:5, 13:-16; 10:6-10; Gal. 3:21-26; 
Eph. 2:4-10). 

As the one w.ho is' saved and justified comes to know Christ 
in an i·ntimate way, he experaences .the power of HIs resur
rection in his own life (Rom. 5:9; 10; 6:4,-5; 8,:10,11; E'ph. 
1:19. 20; Col. 3:1). He enters also into an 'appreciation IJf 
the sufferings of Christ forsan (2 ,Cor: 1:5; Col. 1:24; 1 Pet. 
4:13; Heb. 12:4), and ~'/l!lizes "the secret .of an inward 
assirni,lation of the souI to the very principle of Hi'll death" 
(Lk. 9:23; Rom. 8:36; 1 Cor. 15:31; 'Gal. 2:20; 5:24;,6:14). 
By identifyJng himself with Ohrist the beLiever comes into 
the pO'S'session of 'aJll the spiritu'al blessings' which God ihas 
planned for 'him ,(Eph. 1:3-6),and the ,final blessing men
tioned here is that of partici;pating in the resUlTection out 
from among the dead (Rev. 14:13; 20:6). The phrase flU 
by 'any means" ,in verse 11 does not imply that there was 
any doubt of !his obtaining' a :part in the first res1lTrection, 
but this conjunction is 'here equivalent to the conjunction 
",that" in verses 8 and· 10, denoting the end which 'he had in 
view. TRis clause is paTaHel to the other clauses in verses 9 • 

. ~ 

and 10, aH of which depend on the ver.b "I count" (verse 8). 
The pa11b of the ChristIan, ending as it does in ,glory, ds in
finitely ibetter than the' ,path of the aegmst (Rom. 8:28-30). 

'Dhe imagery changes from the vocabulary of commerce 
to the voc/l!bulary of sport. 'l'he Apostle did not consider that 
he had a.Jready "arrived",/loS' the saydng goes, .that dte had 
already won the .prize. He compares himselif ,to a foot-runner, 
,benddng. f.orward and straining every ne'rve to, reach the 
goal which the Lord 'had set before him. God had chosen 
him for a definite ,purpose; "the voice of His prevai-ling' 
grace coming .from the heigohts of glory" wa's call:ing him, 
leadi'ng him onward 'and UlPward ,(Heb. 3:1). He would put 
aside every obsta'cle, ,pres's on to the g.oa.l and win the pr,ize 
(1 Cor. 9:24-27; Heb. 12:1, 2). 
II. The Hope, of. Transfiguration: a Sanctifying Hope

verses 15 to 21. 
The 'Alpostle had descrIbed -bios own mind, 'hi,s intention, 

his bent; he wiU .foHow Ohrist in His hwnHoiation and ex,alta
tion (Rom. 8:17), Then he urges .·aU who 'are mature in 
ChrJstian experience to ,have a -like 'Purpose (Matt. 5:48;, 1 
Cor. 2:6; Gal. 5:10; Phil. 2:2). If aH the ,saints at Ph:iHppi 
should strive toward thIs goal, faults in their c,huroh life 
wOllld soon ,be remedied; and the people would be united 
once .more. 

Foau,1 Could exhort the IPhilioppians ':to fqUow ,hi,s e~ample, 
since ihe himself foUowed the example .of Christ (1 Cor. 4:16; 
11:1; Phil. 4:9). Every teacher and leader' 'should be 
able to ,give a similar :injlunction -to th'Ose who are -under '!h~s 

. care. 
The J'ud'aizers were not the only ones whose teachings were 

troubling the early church. '1'here 'Were also the Gnostics 
with their false views of the body. Some ~f them were 
ascetics who mistreated the ,body, while others were Hber- . 
tines who indulged the ·body and its, ,ap,petites. T,hese are 
described 8S enemies of the cross of Ghrist since they denied 
by teaching 'and practice the efficacy of the blood -of Ghrist 
to ransom ,the soul and to .redeem the ,body. 

To offset the danger from ,the Gnostics Paul bade the 
believers lin Philippi remember that the same LOrd Who made 
,possible the resurrection 'and new Hfe of the spirit of tlie 
believer 'had made provision /l!lso for the resurrection and. 
renewal ~f the body (John'5:25; 1.Cor. 15:12,.22;'2 Cor. 
5:1-4; Rom. 8:23, 24). 

Heaven is our ,hom~; we 'are but ·sojourners on this earth, 
and we 'are 'already counted 'as ,being citizens of the heavenly 
cOlun·try (E'l)h. 2:1-6; Col. 3:1; 1 Pet. 2:11). The Lord Who 
is preparing. an evel"lasting 'abode for u's (John 14:2, 3) is 
/l!lso !preparing us for that abode (1 Co,r. 15:49-53). When 
Chl"i-st comes He ,wiU fashion anew the ,body of our humilia
tion, that it may be conformed to ,the body of His g,lory (2 
Cor. 3:18; Col 3:4; 1 John 3:2). 'Let us then glorify God i·n 
our bodies, and seek to live a holy life 'before Him (Rom. 
12:1, 2; 1 Cor. 6:20; 1 John 3:3). 

D 

UNION NEWS--Continued from Page 10 . 
A presentation ,was mad~ Iby ,Misses Hilda Harris and A"~a~ 

Heather of a Bible 'and purse to MT. Wood, and a bouql/let of' 
l10Ses to Ml"s. Wood. MT. Wood made a fitting and heartfelt· 
reply. An ioHuminated address" was read 'by Mr. DOIIl,glas 
Spence. ' . 

,Perhaps the spirit of the meetin'g was best e~pressed by 
Rev. John Hunter' of Essex, who·congratu,lated Mr. Wood, and' 
s'aid iherather envied iIrlm his enlarged field of service. He 
continued ,by saying that the pl"ayers 'Of the church wOllld go 
with Mr. W,ood :in lhis new ·service, ·as ,wou-!d also the' prayers 
of 'all the churches comprising the Union. 

REV. J. FULLARD of Lindsay was the Anniversary preacher 
'when the fine and growing church at Sarnia celebrated its 
fou·rth birthday. r:t:,he house 'Was fiHed to overflowing and a· 
time ~f 'great blessing was enjoyed. .: 

REV. ROBERT D. GUTHRIE:. A series of Evangelistic scr-: 
vices was recently conducted at the Sa"ult Ste. Marie Bap-, 
tist Church by Rev. Robert n.Guthrie of 'Briscoe St. Oh!uTcll, 
London. We understand that ,much Iblessing Il'esulted from 
.this 'B'Pecial effort 'and that 'a number made 'a profession of: 
faith in Christ. However, almost 801,1 iflhe i~ormation we dtave: 
been able to elicit from the evangelist.is that the ground was: 
well ,prepared for his coming ,by the ener.getic .pastor, Rev .. 
W. N. Charlton. We rejoice to Jearn of this blessing at S'awlt' 
,Ste. Marie and :pray that it lJllay continue. 

, 
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A Solution of 
'Christmas Present. Problem 

Present~ That Will Do Lasting Good 
1. SUBSCRIBE FOR THE ~SPEL WITNESS for a friend as a Christmas present. If you desire 

we will send. a Christmas card in separate envelope with your Christmas greetings. 

, 2. -Subscribe as allove ,for three of your friends. W~ wiH de~l with'each as in No.1 at·a total cost 
to you for the three of five dollars. ,Of cours~, this rate ~ill apply to six ($10.00f or, as many m~re 
as you can afford at $5.00 for every t~ree subscriptio~s. . . \ . ..,\ 

3. To every person sending at least six new Witness subscrip~ions and ten dollars, the Editor will 
send free post-paid ODe of the books liated below, autographed with aD' expressiOD of thanks; or, if 
you already have these books ~ send one of them free of charge to any address, i:D yom. Dame, as a 
Christmas present. ' ' . 

I ' 

4. We will send The Gospel WitDes8 for a- year, and IDly ODe of the Ihree boob listed below to 
each new subscriber. for $2.50. 
............ . 

5. THREE BOOKS BY THE EDITOR AT ONE DOlLAR EACH 

"OTHER LlTILE SHIPS," is a volume of ,14 selected sermons" 261 pages, beautifully bou,nd in -
blue doth with gilt iettering. " 

,"THE PLOT THAT FAILED", is a volume of 376 pages strongly bound 'in blue cloth, with 
gilt letters. 

This volume tells the story of Dr. Shields" pastorate in Jarvis St. from 1910 to 1937, and of the 
plot to 'bring the Jarvis St. Pulpit i':'to bondage which so signally failed. It -is the, inside story of a 
dlurch's struggle for freedom, which the secular press throughout the coun'try so' outrageously misrep
resented as a church brawl. It is just as much the story of every minister who resolves to declare the 
w~ole' counsel of God, as the story of Jarvis St. and its Pastor.· Ministers in many parts ~f the 
world have f.ound in its pages inspiration to go on. It has prevented many'a minister from resigning, 
and has turned a threatened defeat inOto victory. Some have said it ought to be used in every theolog-
ical college as a text book on church polity and' pastoral theology. " ' 

.' \ ' , 

SEND YOUR MINISTER "THE PLOT THAT FAILED" FOR A CHRISTMAS,. PRESENT. It 
will g~ve him new heart. 

, "THE ADVENTURES OF A MODERN YOUNG MAN" is a volume of eight sermons on' the 
parable of the prodigal .. 'We know' of one minister of prominence who found suggestions for a month's 
preaching in the ,last sermon on "The Prodigal's Brother" alone. He was too versatile a man to preach 
any but his own sermons, but he found this one' sermon specially ,suggestive. The Eam: is true of 
each of the otirer seven sermons. 

Soul· Winning Sermons 
-

It is probably .true' that every sermon contain ed in these' two volumes has been used of God 10 

the conversion of sinners and the upbuilding of sa ints. Send one of, them to each of those for whose 
conversion yp~ pray, to any Christian', and especially to your minister. ' 

",The Plot That Failed", although the story of a long religious\.war, may well be' used of God in 
conversion and edification. 

Address: THE GOSPEL WITNESS, 
130,Gerrard St. E." Toronto._ 
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