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f Jamta jJtrttt· 'nIpt! 

WHY I NEVER GO TO CONFESSION OR TO MASS , 
A Sermol! by ·the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields .. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist· Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, August 24th, 1941 

(Stenographically Reported) 

"Then sajd he, Lo, I come to do thy wHi, 0 God. He taketh away the first, that 
'he may estalbHsh the second. 

'''By the ':which rwiU we are sanctified thl'Ougili ,the offering of ,the ibody of Jesus 
Ohrist once for alI."-Hebrews 10:9, 10. 

I have sometimes wondered whether' any of my hear­
ers. or readers may be tempted to think that I speak too 
frequently against the wiles ot the Papacy. ·The West­
minster divines, in the Westminster Confession, included 
a :clause which recognized the Roman Catholic Church 
as the church of the Antichrist. The Book of .common 
·Prayer of the Anglican Church specifically .speaks of 
the observance of the Mass as a -blasphemous and idol­
atrous practice. And until the coronation of Edward 
VII. successive British sovereigns were required to re­
pudiate Romanism as well as to pledge themselves to 
maintain the Protestant religion as by law established, 
as it is in ihe coronation oath. 

But we have ,fallen' upon days w.hen Protestants seem 
to think that the Reformation was a mistake, that 

. Luther was all wrong. We have forgotten the noble 
armies of martyrs. We have forgotten' the record of 
the millions of men and women whose blood this Anti-

o christian organization has shed. We have forgotten­
or never knew-the ,black history of Europe when the 
Roman Catholic Church proved itself to be 'the world's 
greatest scourge. 

And it is still the ·same. I have no doubt most of 
you listened to Mr. Churchil~ this afternoon. You h~ard 
him SIlY that only -three and a half years ago he. warned 
his fellow-countrymen against the perils of the hour-

, but they would not listen. In our Uttle way, we did 
the same-·and much more' than three and a half years 
ago. At .the last service that was held in the old buiIa- , 

"ing we passed a resolution which we cabled to Mr. 
Anthony Eden, commending him for rus resignation 

from the Cha:mberlain ·Government, and. pFedicting ~n 
that cablegram what has. since come to pass. 

Warnings often fall upon deaf ears. People do not 
like to hear unwelcome news.. ~ny physician wi~l tell 
you ,that. He will say, "If only people 'Would come to 
me at the first symptoms of 'some dread malady, I ~ight 
do something; 'but they postpone the day of- decision 
until it is too late." I have said it before. I referred 0 

just now to a lecture appearing in the current issue of 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS, its last delivery :being in Spur­
geon's Tabernacle, 'London, to a great multitude' of 
pe~ple. I remember when I ~as taken to task in that 
same . place for protesting-as long ago as nineteen 
hundred and eighteen-against the policy which was 
inviting a re-opening and repetition of' all the horrors 
of the Great War. But people have gone on, crying, 
"'Peace! Peace", when there was no peaCe; and to-day 
there are serious ·matters involved in our present situa­
tion. 

, 0 You heard Mr. Churchill say that Britain' would never 
rest until she had delivered the soil of Norway from 
the pollution of the Nazis-pronouncing it as nearly as 
possible like "nasties." -I like to hear him say the word . 

. He .said too ,that Britain would never rest until they 
had ,brought to judgment ''the filthy Quislings"-and 
we have plenty of them in Canada to-day. Perhaps as 
I speak you will charge me again with being extreme. 
Very well! If you live long enough, you will see. 

I speak against Rome on both national and 'religious 
grounds. I hate it on both grounds. I make no apology: 
I hate it with perfect hatred because it is an' institution 
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'of the devil that has consigned more people to hell than 
, any other ,human institutio'n that ever cursed the lives 

of men. The prophets of old did not confine themselves 
to matters of individual faith and conduct. They did 
not 'negle'ct those matters, as' for example when Nathan 

, ·said ,to David so personally and pointed, "Thou art the 
man." But the prophets of 'Old dealt with questions of 
great national interest, and questions of national con-. 
duct and destiny. 

If now we leave the welfare of this country to the 
politicians, what future have we-the politicians of any 
party? What would 'become of us? ,Can you discern 
the constraining or restraining influence of moral prin­
ci'ple in the Government at Ottawa, or the Governmept 
of this province? I deprecate the laudation of the past. 
Some people· write all good things in the past tense. 
There are marly things that belong to "the good old 
days" that I am glad are gone forever. But I venture 
to think that never in Canadian history were the stan­
dards of political life so low as they are to-day. Never, 
was Canadian political life so devoid of ordinary mor­
ality as it is to-day. 

The thing that is rotting this country at its very 
heart-the maggot in the apple, to employ Mr. Churchill's 
figure-is the Roman Catholic 'Church. You sayQthat is 
an extreme statement? No, it is not. It has corrupted 
the morals of nearly all Canadian Governments. I have 
not much sympathy with Premier Aberhart's economics. 
It is beyond me. I have never learned how to get some­
thing out of nothing! But I honour him for this: 
Alberta is the one province that is almost entirely free 
from the domination of the Roman Catholic Church. 

The 'Roman Catholic Church has corrupted Ontario. 
The present ,Govern,ment-I wish you would realize it-­
has handed out millions of dollars of your taxes and 
mine to the Roman Catholic Separate Schools. What 
for? In paynientfor Roman Catholic votes. The liquor 
policy of the Ontario Government cri~s to high heaven 
for vengeance, as did Sodom and Gomorrah. Weare 
asked to save in every direction-I hope we shall heed 
the admonition; but while we are so exhorted; the 

, Provincial Government offers every inducement to the 
people for the spending of hundreds of millio'ns of dol­
lars in drink. Visit this section of the city almost any 
night and, you will find soldiers reeling about drunk. ' 
disgracing the King's uniform, defeated before they 
leave home. My soul rebels against it. And I am told 
that sixty per cent of all the beverage rooms in Optario 
are operated by Roman ,Catholics. The combination of 
rum and Rome isa damnable confederacy, and is about" 
as deadly as that of Hitler and Mussolini. ' 

'But most of the churches are ,silent. I did the best I 
could to wake up Ontario. I sent Mr. Hepburn more 
than forty thousand signatures which had been brought 
to me, without solicitation, against, ,his policies. I never 
received a postcard of acknowledgement. In the last war 
we. were driven to prohibition t~ save ourselves: in this 
war the Government broke every dam, and every kind of 
restraint, in order to flood the whole country with liquor. 

Is it any better at' Ottawa? At last Premier King has 
gone to Eng,land! We hoped his visit 'would serve some 
useful purpose, but alas! in my judgment, while he was 

- quite useless here, he is worse than useless there. I 
thought that his 'conduct in Canada was altogether con­
temptible, but he has surprised us by a behaviour' yonder 
tha~ is even more contemp~ible. 

I want you to think a little. We are drif:ting terribly .• 
Mr. King has gone-not to consult with the British 
Government. . Oh no!, The trans-Atlantic telephone 
serves just as well, so that a' face-to-face conference is 
n'ot necessary. When I read what Mlr. King said, it 
reminded me of a speech I once heard by Sir 'Charles 
Tupper. I was just a youngster, but -I went to hear 
him' speak in an opera-house in 'a little Canadian city. 
The place was not large enough for the people, and I 
remember his saying, "1 am very sorry for th'e thousands 
of people who have come out to hear me;' but are una'ble ' 
to do so. My voice is pretty well spent, and I do not 
know that I could make people hear in the open air; 
but I am going out to the park, for I am resolved that 
if tliey cannot hear me they shall at least see me"! What 
a sight! I suppose that is why Mr. King went to Eng­
land! 'If Mr. Churchill and Mr. Roosevelt had only 
known about the trans-Atlantic telephone they would 
not have had to meet in mid-Atlantic! I rather thought 
they had 'become so familiar on that telephone that Mr. 
Churchill calls Mr. Roos~velt, Franklin, and Mr. Roose­
velt calls him, Winston. 

Mr. King could not speak without his colleagues. 
Why did Mr. Churchill and Mr. Roosevelt meet? Why 
did they not take their entire Governments with them? 
Mr. Churchill said, in effect this' afternoon, "It is my 
duty as the servant of, King and Parliament faithfully 
to 'represent the views of my colleagues-to ascertain 
what those views are. Surely it is possible to ascertain 

, what those views are. 'But Mr. King cannot say a 
word· without consulting his colleagues-and that from 
the most dictatorial Premier Canada ever had, a man 
who flouts public opinion in every direction. What Mr. 
King should have said-must have said, ,had he been 
honest-was that McCarthy King could not speak with-
out Bergen Lapointe. ' 

Imperial Conferences are at an end. They are 
"obsolete" ! Canada will now go her own indepen~ent 
way. Little by little, this man is showing that he is a 
separatist-apparently the rebel .. blood of his grand­
father is still in his veins. His behaviour has some­
times made me wonder whether, as a result of, his long 
subjection to and tutelage by Lapointe, he is not him­
self an unconfessed Roman Catholic. He is either that 
or a crassly ignorant, or unprincipled Protestant. As a 
British-Canadian Protestant, I regard Mr. M;ackenzie 
King's PJ.lsilIanimou8 policy toward Quebec with utter 
loathing. He tells the people of Britain that Quebec, 
.is doing her full duty. We are told that he lauds Quebec. 
Why" Quebec? Why:' not British Columbia, or Alberta, 01' 

Saskatchewan, or Manito'ba, or Ontario, or'the Maritime 
Provinces? Why i~ the name of all that is reasonable, 
Quebec-,-the provin<!e that pl'llportionately is doing least 
of all? He has taken his own pressman and photo­
graphers along. A very modest procedure! When Mr. 
King said that Quebec is doing her full duty, he stated 
what is utterly untrue-and what- is more, he knew that 
it was untrue. 

I join the protest 'of The Evening' Telegram. We are 
exhorted to save gasoline-I hope you are, all doing it. 
I am ready for an all-out effort, even if we have to walk. 

. But while Mr. King dare not speak without consulta­
tion with his colleagues, one of his ministers in his 
ab!~nce can so modify the law as to issue an ~rder 
that ,gas-pumps shall be open from six to 'eleven on ,Sun-­
day-what for? To make it possible for thousands of 
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Roman ,Cathol~s to attend a Eucharistic Congress. 
Thousands will take' advantage of it, and enough gas 
will be consumed to fuel a bomber squadron to Ger­
many and ,back. 

Why ..... do I thus ~peak? The Sirois Report, the no­
conscription 'in Quebec, the general dominance of the 
RJoman -Catholic Church in 'Government counsels in 
Canada, suggest to me at least that the Roman Catholic 
Church is effecting an underground revolution in this 
country which' threatens the very foundations of Pro­
testant civilization. 

But I speak against the Roman 'Catholic' Church for a 
religious reason. I never go to confession. I deny' 
the validity of Rome's holy orders. I deny that Rome 
can confer any authority upon 'anyone to forgive my 
sins, or anyone else's sins. 

I have ~fore me a cutting from The Canadian Free­
man, .ot\ugust 21, 1941, published in Kingst~m. It is 
headed, "Pope's Kindness", and, is as follows: 

Pope's Kindness 
VATICAN CITY, Aug. l1~(NC)-In the ncidst of a 

large audience in the Vatican, oRis Holiness Pope Pius 
XII did a'n unusual thing-he hCPJl"d 'Confession. . . 

The penitent was 'a young gid, one of the many ~il­
grims in the hall, among whom ,the Pope was passing, 
approac'hing each one, extending his hand .to be kissed, 
listening to those who asked Mm for a prayer or a 'bleSs-
ing. . ~ 

The girl was kneeling with a group of .sisters and 
small children. At -the approach of the Holy Father she 
;burst into tears and hid her face in iher' ha.nds. The, 
Pope bent toward ,her, seeking the cause of her emotion. 
The conversation .between them ,lasted some moments and 
after a while the !Pope: requested his suite to withdraw 
a few paces. He then invited the girl to rise and fol­
-low him to ,the midd,le of the vast room. 'l'hen she knelt 

, and whispered to His Holjness, His li~s moved and then 
his hands were raised in blessing. It became evident to 
all ,that he had just heal'd the girl's comessioI) 'and h!ld , 
gi-ven her absolUJtjon. : 

The girl returned to Iher place with abIDing face and 
the noly Father resumed the audience. 
I do not believe _ that God ever delegated to any 

mortal the authority to forgive sins. 
I never go to M'ass. The Roman Catholic Church 

professes to offer again the sacrifice of the cross:, the 
bread, the body of Christ; the wine, His blood. How 
shall I preach from such a text as I have announced? 
How can I sufficiently magnify the work of Christ? How 
shall I make it clear that "him hath God exalted with 
his 'right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give 
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins"? 

I wish I had you as a class every hour of the day 
for a week or so, with this chapter of Hebrews for 
our text-book. It tells us of the doing away of all 
sacrifices, of the impossibility of sin's 'being cleansed 
by the blood of bulls and of goats. It tells us of One 
speaking in' the fortieth Psalm-':-'a Messianic Psalm: 
"Sacrifice and offering( thou would est not, but a body 
hast thou prepared me: in burnt· offerings. and sacri­
fices for ,sin thou hast had no pleasu~: Then said I, 
Lo, I come (in the volume of the -book it is written of 

, me,), to do.thy will, 0 God. Above' when he said, Sacri­
fice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for 
sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure ther~in; 
which 'are offered by the law; then said he, Lo, I come 
to do thy will, 0 ,God. He taketh away the first, that 
he may establish the second. By the which will we are 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all." . 

Yes, He has established the second! He has established 
it for ever. Oh, for the reasoning powers of a Paul, 
the eloquence of an Ap'ollos, the persuasiveness of a 
John, the tongue of an angel, to discourse on' such a 
theme as this! "Sanctified"! 'Mlade holy!, Not by our 
will,' or 'our works; but oy the will of God. And that, 
not- through our bodies, or through any human cere­
mony, but through the body of Christ. And not 'again 
and again, but once-only once-once for all and for 
ever. What, a gospel! 

I. 
I wish you could see that Roma~ism nullifies, nega;' 

tives, denies utterly the whole gospel of grace. Here 
is the gospel: 'THE WILL OF GOD IN 'CHRIST IS THE FOUN­
TAIN OF ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS. T.he will of God is the 
source of all law, every kind of taw. Petain in his recent 
deliverance declared that parliaments, representative 
government, is at ,an end in France. He said that all 
authority resides "in me", and is derived "from me". 
Thus the poor old man of eighty-five years claims 
supreme authority in France. The source of all law, 
physioal and moral, is the will of God. 

Referring to his meeting with Mr. Roosevelt in' the 
Athintic, Mr. Churchill said they joined with the church , 
parade of sailors and marines in singing the great 
hymn based upon the nintieth psalm, the hymn which 
seeks divine protection "'for those in peril on the sea". 
Then they sang, "Onward, Christian soldiers"; and he 
declared that in this principle is our only hope-in God 
Himself. The sovereign will of God spake the universe 
from naught, with all its fabricated laws, binding it 
by divine decree; and inclQding 'man in the created 
order, God made him a moral being, and by His own 
will directed him, 'subject to a realm of law wherein 
righteousness reigns. 
. That will, all His human creatures fail to dtJ. I wish 

you could see that sin, opposition to the divine will, is 
not mere theft or· covetousness, or even adultery or 
murder. These are sins, but they are but symptomatic 
manifestations of man's en~ity toward the Jill of God. 
Thus have we all sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God. Sin is an act; sin is a word; sin is a thought. 
tes; but ·it is 'a settled 'attitude of opposition to God. 
'Sin is a quality of the mind, a disposition of the heart. 
Sin has made these human natures bankrupt of all 
power for righteousness. 

The will of God was done upon earth as it is done in 
heaven by Him Who said, "Lo, I come to do thy will, 
o God". It has been done by no one else. Looking 
down upon this rebellious planet where they had all 
gone aside, had altogether become filthy, where were 
none that did good, no; not one, a Voice was heard 
crying down the heavens, "Lo, I come to do thy will." 
He came to do what no mortal ever did: fulfil the law 
of righteousness in the midst of a sinful world. ' 

"It is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats 
should take away siqs." It is equally impossible for 
any magic" of transubstantiation, to convert a wafer 
into the body of Christ, or wine into the blood of Christ. 
The blood of bulls ,and goats have failed, and are done 
away for ever. "'He taketh away the first, that he may 
establish the second", saying,' "Lo, I come to do thy 
will, 0 God." 

But how? "Wherefore w.hen he cometh into the world; 
he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, :but 
a body hast thou prepared me." He assumed a human 
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body like YOU1'S and mine, that in that body the wiU of 
God might be done. Thus our Lord wrought out a flaw­
less righteousness in the life of the second Ada~ Who 
was manifestly a man made in the divine image and 
after God's likeness - Who everywhere, and over all 
things, had dominion. ) . 

II. 
THE BODY OF CHRIST WAS MADE THE INSTRUMENT AND 

REVELATION OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. . 
. The body of Christ was made the instrument of 1'igll-t­

eousness: "Made of a woman, made under the law", 
He became subject to the law of God. And all the .law 
is summarized' in the dual duty of love to God, and 
love. to our neighbour. Jesus Christ put God first l in 
the temple, and then went down to Nazareth and was 
subject to His parents, fulfilling the righteousness of 
the .IavJ. .' .' 

His body was made the revelation of 1'ighteousness! 
the only standard of righteousness. You remember what 
our Lord said: "When he (the Spirit of truth) is come, 
he wili reprove the world of sin"--:-what is sin? Not 
paying your debts? Beating your wife? Failure to 
provide for your children? You respectable man, ~hat 
is sin? You men who pride yourself on your righteous­
ness, what is ·sin? Sin at its heart? "Of sin, because 
they believe not on -me." That -is the cardinal sin, the 
sin from which all other sin springs. That is the 
damning sin that throws wide the gates of hell to any 
man-not to believe on Christ; even though a doctor 
of philosophy, if .he dares to su"bstitute his reason for 
divine revelation. You say you are too clever, too in~ 
tellectual, to believe on Christ? Not to believe is the 
one sin that will not be forgiven. 

"Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and 
ye see me no more." Jesus Christ said, "When I am 
gone, the 'world will not know what righteousness is; 
there wilibe no standard left anywhere-and only the 
Holy Ghost can' convin"e the worl<J of righteousness 
~cause the one Standard has been removed." 

III. 
T HAT COMPLETED RIGHTEOUSNESS WAS OFFERED AS AN 

ATONEMENT FOR OUR SINS IN THE BODY OF JESUS 'CHRIST 
ONCE FOR ALL. A sinful man $ho is called a priest' 
professes by an act of consecration to t~ansform or 
transmute a wafer into the body of Christ. What 
blasphemy! That wafer is elevated as an o"bject of 
worship. What idolatry! What superstition! 

I was afraid of this text before I began: I am more 
afraid of it now. "A body", says the Lord ptophetic­
'ally, "hast thou prepared me, that in that body I might 
do the will of God, and do what no one else ever did, 
and no ·one else can." The stars in their courses, 
cherubim and seraphim ·in· their choruses~ do not the 
will of God more perfectly-nay, even the heavens are 
unclean in 'His sight, and He chilrgeth His angels with 
folly. But to the Son He saith, "'This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased." . 
. The body of Christ, the tab61"Mcle of His infinite 
s'[Yi,rit and His sinless 'soul, is the 1ighteousriess of God 
incarnate. What did the law of God'require in sub­
stitution, in payment for your sin? W.hat did it require? 
A righ.teousness that was equal to all our omissions, 
to all our rebellions-a rigHteousness which should be 
of suc~ value as to' equal the sum-total of the forfeit 

of human sin. And Jesus Christ came! "A bo~y hast 
thou prepared"; and the body of 'oJ esus Christ was the 
iqcarnation of that great price. Not the blood of bulls 
and of goats which had only a link with the animal 
creation, but of Him Who "was made after the power 
,of an indissoluble life", and in Whom God dwelt in all . 
fulness. '. 

And that, body having w1'oughtthe will of God in 
such a way that God Himself was for ever satisfied, 
was offered in a,tonement for your sin and mine. aut 
this damnable system of Romanism with its accursed 
message, is offered to men to-day, to the effect that 
there ·muilt be another sacrifice, an unbloody sacrifice, 
the sacrifice of the Mass which must 'be observed' almost 
daily. according to' the times prescribed by the Church­
and failure to observe it not on,ly opens purgatory, but 
opens hell, to the disobedient soul, notwithstanding that 
Jesus Christ has died! I say, the whole system is the 
most colossal lie that even the father of lies ever con­
ceived. Angry? Yes, I am angry. We ought to be 
angry. We ought to be indignant. 

IV. 
THE OFFERING OF THAT BODY SUBSTITUTED GOD'S WILL 

FOR OURS, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR OURS, HIS OBEDIENCE 
FOR OURS, HIS LIFE FOR OURS; and by that will thus 
offered once for all, we are san~tified. . 

That is why I do not go to Mass. I do not need to. 
I do not need that sacrifice. I will not insult the divine 
Majesty by presuming to add the .worth of my -mite of 
merit io the wealth of His infinite gift. No! No! A 
thousand times, no. I would subordinate all ceremonies, 
and all churches, and all priests, and all popes, to Christ. 
Indeed, faith-true faith-will enthrone Him above all 
creation-"In whom we have redemption through his 
blood, even the ·forgiveness of sin: who is the image of 
the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: for 
by him were all things. created, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they be -thrones, or dominions, or principali"ties, or 
pow~rs, all things were created by him, and for him: 
and he is before all things, and by him all things 
consist." ' 

The Pope. is not the head of Christ's church on earth, 
but the ·head of the church of the Antichrist. Hear 
the Scripture, and heed this One Who came to do the 
will of God, this One Who gave His life a ransom 
instead of many, this One Who by the righteousness 
He has wrought out, prepared a sacrifice. the equivalent 
of the debt of a million worlds. He is the Head of 
the body, the church, Who is the beginning, the First­
bqrn from the dead. Oh, hear it !--crucified, huried, 
raised again the Firstborn from the dead "that in. all 
things"~that -in all things-"He-HE-might have the 
pre-eminence." 

We need no priest. I say it again, we need no pope. 
We need no other sacrifice. 

"There is a Fountain filled with blood, 
Drawn from Emmanuel's vejns, 

And sinners, plun~d benea1lh ·that flood, 
ILose aU theIr gwlty stains." 

Rejoice in Him!1 In the work already done. Let us 
repUdiate all substitutes.. Oh, learn to sing it.: 

"IShould all the for~s which' men devise' 
Assault my faith wi,th treacherous art, 

I'll cal1 them vanity and· lies, 
A.nd hInd the gospel to my heart." 
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CLERICALLY CONTROLLED EDUCATION 
IN QUEBEC 

By a French Canadian 
(The autM7' of the following 'article is a gmduate of a 
Rcnnan Catholic university, and writes frcnn the stand­
point of an educational rather than ,a religious reformer. 
It is published from the author's 'manuscript for the first 
time. Ed. G. W.) ',' . , 

Democracy and Quebec' 
"Quebec has a 'soul. That is -the magic which has inspired' 

so many an autho,r 'and bewIldered so many politicians". 
Bovey, The French Canadians of To-day. ' 

This 'beautiful soul of Quebec is an .offspring of the same 
NOl'lIlan stock who rebelled against .the tyranny of John 
and 'forced him to sign the first 'Charter of 'hiuman liberty in 
England. Nor-man blood then was healthy and vigorous. It 
could assel"t itself, ,boil in anger against injUstice, and face 
a tyrant ,boldly. T.o-day, the Normans again assume some 
impoitance in' a British country, but as a minority. Not 
only politicians but 'all 'English Canada's 'attention is drawn 
towaros Quebec because the minds of English ,and French 
Canada do not meet. Quebec's soul ;is UiIlknown, 'and is as 
jealously g;uarded as is ·the secret ,of religious life behind 
the stone walls'.of its convents. By reason of its language, 
relig,ion 'and culture it has succeeded in bu:i\ding around 
itself an -ivory tower which hides it from view but which 
does not make it ,proof ,against the epidemic of isms, which 
infest the world. 

Quebec'·s soul is unknown to ,itself. To ,this the Roman 
Catholic clergy will answer in the name .of ,its child, (French 
Canada has 'PracticaHy no other voice): Every French Can­
adian is taught very young indeed that he has 'a soul.created 
in the image of God; that this soul, 'born in in,iquity, is 
redeemed by the sacrament of baptism without which it 
can never enter into iheaven; ,although ibaptism has washed 
the original sin it has not liberated it from its evil effects. 
Therefo.re sin is inevitable; but the -&oul can be cleansed 
of its actual sins by the use of confession. This of course 
will deliver him from the torments of hell loo.ming wide 
under the feet of a Roman Catholic ,in this mechanized 
w,orld where accidents are so comm.on. He knows that his 
soul is born to suffer because if ihe can dodge the fire of 
'hell with confession hE) .can't escape from purgatory where 
both his fo.rgiven mortal sins and his venial. sins will be 
cleansed off. Purgatory is just as hot and painful as hell, 
but ,being temp.orary i,t does not involve the supreme torment 
of despair although a soul may ,be lef-t to suffer a thousand 
years to purify it from a single venial sin. Fellow Chris­
tians may help 1ih!)se poor souls most effectively by the 
celebration of masses. They believe in the priests who ,urge 
them to sacrifice and self-denial for their bel.oved ones. His 
emotions are such that he will bleed himself white to insure 
the 'benefits of a mass to the suffering soul of a relative. 
Is that cowaro,ice or apathy ~ oN evertheless the 'Priests 
reap all the benefit. ' 

The clergy thinks i,t is unnecessary for the French-'Can­
adian to learn anything beyond the elemen,ts. Wealth and 
learning only ,lead to damnation. The clergy is sure that 
he holds the truth. As truth cann.ot be true and untrue 
at the same time, every other church is flagrantly lying. 
Therefore for a Roman ,Catholic it is a sin to qUe&tion 
the word of the Roman Catholic Ohureh. And he does not. 
This ,sin would be greater in his' eyes even than gross im-

. morality. The clergy sees to it that he learns n.othing but 
the truth. He keeps 'a -sharp watch on publications and 
·press. .Whether a book is immoral or not does not .matter 
!'fluch .. But if a ];look contai!lS the least. attempt :at disClos­
mg the human Side of a prles't'S ,nature, or a challenge to 
self and clear thinking .this 'hook is considered tinged with 
lies 'and it 'must be discarded. It is in the index. That 
means it is d'angerous to the Roman Catholic faith. Faith­
f.ul Roman 'Catholics will not read it and are thus protected 
;from wan~ering 'away from the flock a.nd the truth. 

Chi,ldren's faith is also jealously .guarded against POR­
sible wanderings. When .our new course of .study in Ontario 
was pu,blished, Roman Catholic authorities met. They ex­
amined all the books ,recommended. More than half were 
found to be infringing Roman ,Catholic teaching. A list 

.was drawn out and distributed ,to every Roman Catholic 
t~acher through Roman Catholic insp'ect.ors, warning them 
to keep the 'g,uiIty vol'umes out of school libraries. Some 
of the most enlightening books were thus ruthlessly kept 
out of children's reach. In Quebec mo&t of the sCMol texts 
have been. written by ,priests or members of some religious 
order. .some of .the most modern teX'ts ,i,n use were written 
hi 1890. Truth does not change. There is' no necessity 
for renewing them as long as . Quebec's mind remains aloof 
from the world's. , 

Fiction is the most generally read material. This is D()t 
so dangerous to faith. P,riests under pen names ·such as· 
Pierre L'Hermite Alonie des Lesttres have made attempts 
at writing romance to supply the demand. Needless to say 
that their heroes ,and heroines are fond ,of the "cure" who 
doesn\ ,spurn the honour of playing a pal"t iiii'a novel. French 
Canad'a has many authors in history, travel, etc.. They are 
mostly ,priests. I have here 18 book ,by l' Abbe A. ,Gosselin 
entItled, "Instruction in Canada uooer French rule". Read-

, in~ it 'g,i,!,es the i1'!lpression that there were only nuns and 
priests together With a few lay servants in Canada under 
the French regime. I listened to a 'speech delivered at 

,Queen's Universi,ty 'by 1M. Oliver . Maurault, rector of Moot­
real University, about ,two years 'ago. It was supposed to be 
a talk on the French Canadian people. After havilllg demon­
strated 'the wonderful subserviency of the French Canadia,n 
people to its clergy Ihe spoke of the far-reaching work 
of the French Canadian Clergy itself and nothing else. 
They want it to be known abroad that in French Canada 
they 'are all-important. The French 'Canadian people must 
be terribly helpless both intellectually, financially and' in 
every way to require such UIlIprecedented devotion and self­
denial from so many prieSlts. It reminds me of missionary 
w.ork in uncivilized Africa. But Quebec to me is stB\ like 
a~ i'l'?mense seigniorr. with a few thorusand priests as 
selgmors and two milhon French Canadians as serfs or 
"porteu·rs d'eau", to use an epithet used for them by Mr. 
l'Abbe-Groulx in an outbu.rst of patriotism against' their 
apathy. But neither Mr. Groulx's nor :the clergy's patriotism 
goes any fUl'!ther than their own selfish interests. The' apathy 
of the people is beneficial to them, So they develDp it. The 
school is -the real place where we can judge of their wonder­
ful skill at it. 

"Essential school matter~ ~uch as. courses of study, lan-' 
g!lages to ,be taught, trammg of teac~ers, granting of 
diplomas, the control ·of annual June exammations, the certi­
fication of scli'ool inspectors, the recognition of extra prov­
incial teaching certificates, etc., are under the control of 
the Roman Clltholic Committee of the Council of Education." 
. ":rhis. Roman C~~olic 'Comrni~tee consists of the bishops, 

oromanes, or admmlstrators of the Roman Catholic dioceses 
!1nd aposto~c vicariates situated either wholly or partly 
In the Prownce, wiho are .memlbers ex-officio, an equal num­
ber of Roman Catholic laymen appointed by the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council." (Howa.rd C. Allen, Organization and 
Administration of the Public School systems in Quebec and 
Ontario.), '. . 

Here there seems to ·be a touch of dem.ocracy but all these 
'laymen, subservient as they are ,by ,principie to all that 
pu.rple array are not afforded an. opportunity ·for 'a single 
cntlcal word. Therefore education in French Quebec is 
entirely at the 'merey of 'the clergy. . . 

Let us examine now the result ,of its supposed great devo­
tion t.o the people. These few facts gleaned from the re'Po.rt 
of the Superintendent ,of Education in Quebec for 1938-39 
are ty.pieal and convincing. I quote the very words to avoid 
being charged w.ith exaggeration: 

"1. Enrolment in St. Jerome .gehool ·gives 86 "pupils in the 
6th year and 31 in the 7th year. The sudden fall from 86 
to 31 is significant. , 

2. "Among the causes preventin~ children from pursuing 
their studies are the high fees reqUired. Thus a't St. Jerome 
gids,in the 6th and 7th years had to pay a fee." No boys 
mentiOned. • 

. 3. "In some fif~een villages the school ,board has under 
Its control only 'girls :Ull to the 5th year 'and in about 20 
others, girls up to the 7th year. If pa.re'nts are unable to 
place them as half-boarders, their studies must there end." 

4. Repo,rt from region No.8 reads: (a) "There are more 
girls than boys ,in school starting with the 5th year. This 
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is explained by the fact that there are no' boys' schools 
outside large villages. The little school'does not appeal to 
the 12 year old boy. Cc;mvents are for gir.ls not fO'1' boys." 

b. "Ou't' of 943 female teachers, 600 have only elementary 
di:plomas; 144 are qu'alified from normal school." The 
elementary dIplomas were granted until lately after the 
8th year and therefore cor-responds roughly to our Entrance 
certIficates. 

c. "There are 300 small' Uhraries in the regio!!. The 
number is small considering the extent of the reglon, but 
large when our means are considered. The children should 
have more books. Where is the Oamegie who will procure 
them ?" 

d "In organized localiotles I took a census of children 
not' enrolled -and found 1,134 boys and 969 girls :£rom 7 tOI 
13 years who did not spend a day in. schoo!." 

f "The school inspectors of that ,region -are progressive 
and are prepared ,to make further adv!,!-nc~s with the co­
operation of the Department of Education. 

There is overcr.owding Jn the Montreal schools. There 
are generally 100 in 'tb,.e infant class. This ex;plains the 
numerous failures in the 2nd, 3rd and 4th years. _ . 

6. In the whole province 16,032 pu,pils were successful .in 
.obtaining 7th year certificates out of a total of 33,111 pllpds 
enrolled." We have -already -seen that' for certain reasons 
a great number of pulpils do not get as tar as that. 

7. "There are at present 64 normal schools in Quebec." 
All these are under the direction of some religious oJider. 

8. "There is still in Quebec one teacher paid $100 a year. 
But there ,is "marked improvement" as teacher~' salaries 
a,re now raised to an ,average of $300. 

I quote again from H. C. Allen's work: "The lowest re­
quirements for the pOSition of inspector is in the Roman 
Catholic schoals Oif Quebec where scholastic requirement is 
that of graduation from 'a primary school which is approxi­
mately equivalent to 10th grade in U.S.A." 

It is clear from the Superintendent's report that the 
general ,time fur leaving ,school is about tihe 5th year and 
that the boys in the smaller community ,have no choice but 
to' leave school at 12. The small municipalities cannot afford 
a dwelling each for both the male and the female religiou's 
teachers. These .religious teachers have. vowed perpetual 
chutity: They must be protected -agamst the constant 
danger of failure of heart. and flesh. '!Th.,us the females 
are forbidden to teach 'boys older than 12. If these ~YS 
want to continue their studies they must go to 'a boarding 
·school. If they _can't pay the board they have to stay at 
home. The system does not provide any more for them. 

Allen found 'a total of 643 school municipalities in Quebec. 
These correspond to our townships. Of these 500 are .sit­
uated in towns and villages of less than 2000 population. 
Thus Joj; ensues that about 500 rural m_unicipalities ~ 
depriving theiJr boys of ,the opportunity of an education 
higher than the 5th year. . 

"The rural voter has an overwhelming ,political power" 
asserts M,r. Bovey. "The city 'and island of, Montreal with 
almost half the p.opulation of the province_ have_ only four­
il;een, members out of n~nety in the Provincial Assem~ly." 
The girls with apparently a somewhat greater educatlonal 
standard did not have the right to vote until Mr. Godbout 
came to ,power. ' _ 
, This enlightened electorate is kept on the farm ,by in­
doctrination 'and by reason of its incompetence an ,other 
fields. It is easy to convince this people of 'greater "pros­
pects on the farm when so many :have lamentably failed 
in the city and pine away in dire poverty. They do not 
realize their hicompetence or i.mmaturi,ty. The EnglIsh con­
queror and the Jews are to 'be :blamed. 

The great. movement to .ruralize education in Quebec is 
the remedy offered. by the Roman Catholic Committee of 
Education to ,that state of affairs. The clergy thinks it so 
clever and progre·ssive to repeat what has been found wise 
in the first times of the colony. The French Canadians must 
be kept "masters of the soil". F'reneh· Canadian novelists 
second the :preachings of their clergy and find ample mlllt­
erials. These' novels are welcomed by the clergy Ibecause they 
help. The whole affords 'a wonderful explanation that hides 
theIr failure 'and its causes. It provides a 'g,ood p~text to 

keep the bulk of the people where their chances of enlig~t­
enment are the least and where they can' be more eaSlly 
control'led. The rural ·tradition carried to exaggeration must 
have buried in mind and body more than one :potential 
Laurier who could 'have helped steer the ship wisely.. But 
another Laurier must nO-t ,be. The clergy woOuld be robbed 
of the glory of guidance. 
. The clergy has provided a semblance of lay guidance. 
Leaders must be educated. "There is a system of classical 
colleges which supplies blood and strength to the whole," 
using Mr. Bovey's' words. , I can fancy Cardinal ViUenellve 
throwing out -his chest with pride at those words. Immediately 
he lwbels 'Mr. ,Bovey "a Protestan,t who does not protest." 

I have seen a Chnd ;'Ofj eig'ht in an Ontuio public school 
who could not lbe 'bri!bed with flattery. Cardinal VHleneuve, 
as old and ,as intellectual as he regirds hlinself amazes me. 
He swallowed :the sugar-eoated truth :wiIbhout a qualm. (Mr. 
Bovey shows very tactfully indeed ,the pover.ty of program 
and studies in. tbat system Oif classica.l. coi1eges and 'Of 
French Canadian Universities. But onJyI :the student who 
has a notion of-the"work done in OOlher universities can milke 
,the comparison careful-Iy avoided.) The leaders of Quebec 
are carefully guarded against the ip'OssibiIity of such a com­
parison because they are required to attend) R.C. schools. 
Thus the classical colleges can go - on unhampered. If by 
any chance a student happens to Qverlook obhe trad1tion and 
try other -uM'Versities, ,he is soon aware ilihat oSOmething is 
the matter. lie does not seem iol catch on easily. :Most 
often !he fails and -goes lIlo the clergy for comfort. The olel1gy 
has a ready explanation. Protestants are always so ull!fair 
'to Roman ,Catholics. They ;watch the !progress of the Roman 
Catholic Church ;with so mu~h envy. And lthe youth feels 
!pleased ibecause 'at least he has suffered :persecution in the 
name of 'God. I heard the story of a :boy rwho was in­
dignant 'because to !pass examinations in Onllario he had to 
write so many of the lies :taugh.t in the Protestant sdhool 
wlbere he had lbeen. attending . 

Mr. Bovey is no inexperienced youth; he would not·. be 
satisfied with such nonsense. He translates Mgr. CamIlle 
Roy, then reotor of iLaval University. I quote this trans­
·lation because in such -matters i!t is wise to use the words 
of a 'priest himself, and also ,because it expresses my 0Wl1 
personal v~ews pel'lfee~ly. I~peaking of classical coIle~es, the 
rector, of, Laval UmversIty' says: "The trou'ble 1S that 
mnemonic methods ;which in view of ;f1hev inadequacy !have 
;been too long .kept up, have encouraged a ,p!lssiv~ mel'!ta~ity 
in the student. They have 'not tended to exCIte itus CunOSlty. 
They have given our badhelors of arts the ddea thot they 
knew everything when they have absor.bed their manuals; 
,they ihave given the satisfaction of knowing something too 
easily while minimizing really personal work and failing to 
:provoke what I should call a restless intelligence." . 

And farther on, "Our French Canadian universities 'have 
not provided -what was expected of them. Our universities 
too long engaged in training. only lawyers, nota~es and 
doctors, have allowed 'the prOVlnce of Que:bec to be mvaded 
'by foreign graduates 'wno have placed themselves in. ~e. 
best jabs in indus.try and have allowed. English speaking 
Canadian graduates almost to monopolize.the jobs at Ottawa 
and Quebec which cal.} for 'a scientific training." 

And still further, "Our classical colleges !have not yet 
the qualified professors they should have;, Our secondary 
studies have gone on too long with inadequate programmes 
and methods and we have too many graduates wi,th obach­
elor's degrees and ihigh school requirements. 

But Mgr. Roy absolves himself and .the clilrgy for suCh 
dire results. He s'ays that: "1. iHeavy financial drain of 
modem university training had never been foreseen. 

2. Sufficient funds had never been available. 
3; Genel'91 apathy of mind has kept the institution in a. 

r.ut." , 
It w&s impossi1ble to Mgr. Roy as it is to every' priest of 

the infalUble churCh ito sense its own shortcomings. It is 
sur.prising to note that the very persons ,!h~' boast of know­
ing so much of ,tihe truth should have fmled to forsee suoh 
a vital factor as the first mentioned. ' 

Why are the funds n'ot available when, QuebeC abounds 
wi,th natural resources of every sort and has the greatest 
facilities for Cheap transportation? The people .ignore their 

, . 
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own province. They do not know of !/;he eX'istenee of any:.. 
.thing ;beyond their parish. The priest keeps them on the 
soH because it is thought clever for Champlain· and Talon . 
to 'have encouraged farming. They at least can claim as 
much :brains as' they ihad. If they were to lead the people 
for anotiher five hW'ldred years these priests for the same 
reason would still make them stick to the soil while the 
English and Americans grab a.t their minerals, forests, water .. 
power, trade, etc., and make funds available fur the educa­
tion of their own children .. 

Brother Marje Victorin ~ quoted by 1Jhe same author re­
aIized this IWhen he wrote: "We have found that this land of 
cosmic ·and ·ancient glory, this Laurentia, one of the founda­
tions of the world is not ours since for :tlhei most 'Part its 
most intimate ·biological and geological secrets are in the 
hands of strangers." 

But what do these 'WOnderful educators and leaders do 
about :it? There is an occasional warnin·g 'suCh as that 'Of 
I'Abbe L. Groulx as ·stated· by Bovey: "So far as our na­
tional education is concerned it is not a matter of super­
fidal or voluntary reform, 11; is a matter of liIfe and death." 
The warning scarcely heard is soon drowned in a babel of 
words, sayings, customs, uses, traditions which have lost all 
meaning and purpose in .the present day. They came from 
an earlier age willen our ancestors were adapting themselves 
to a--much simpler world with totally different conditions. 
Society is chan.ging in spite of the efforts of the R.C. ehurcih 
to keep it static. The nation which does not learn' appro­
priate adaptations to this cbangin,~ world will soon 'be 
absorbed. It is reaUy a. ma.tter of lile and death. Such a 
nation can't ihave a mission :in the world. 

Shut up in their convents and lost dn &.eir speculations on 
perpetual chastity, .prieS'ts and nuns have lost contact with 
our changing society. They have failed to keep pace·with its 
·thoughts a·nd moves. I !have: heard a -nun here in Canada 

. ~oast that h!!r order was still wearing the very same costume 
it was weanng 400 years ago. Then, C8JIJ one be expected to 
understand the social problems' of our generation and ·prepare 

. the youth .. to adap.t themselves successfully to the complexity 
of a society which they profess to shun as their greatest 
enemy? Their teaching, empty of .the necessary foundation 
of experience, cannot .but produce a showy knowledge, use­
less to :tihe average individual. It cannab :be aIlybhing but 
the stuffing of ;brains and not the training of, minds. It 
cannot but stunt the growth of personality and' leave the 
individual mentally a chiId to his old age. . 

The continual biocking of outside information, which may 
divul~ Ito the inmates 'of the tower the weakness of the 
foundation is also a deadening· blow to intelligence and 
thinking. No literary wor.k of W'Ol"th was ever produced ln 

• a . country WhE!ll'e the leading power exercised su<;h prac.tices. 
French Canadians are all lamenting our poverly in that 
matter. They are unaware tbat they are being subjected 
to dicta!torship. Is the Roman Oatholic Church 80 insecure 
that it cannot face fair critici'5~ and clear thinking? It is 
tilie same feeling that prompted Hitler to break off aU com­
munica'tions with the outside /World to keep Germany ignor­
ant of wihat was goin.g on. If .the truth of the Roman Cath­
olic Church is so pure why cannot its adherents be left .to 
make their own comparison with the truth in other cihourches 
Protestantism does ·not seem to 'be 80 afraid of such a com­
parison. T·heir laymen are free to read wih'at "they want, 
and to study their sUlbjects from any text. . 

Quebec's ruralization programme besides cutting commun­
ica.tions, makes QuebeC's papulation a picture sbow to attract 
American touris·ts and' fiU the .purse of a few profiteer.s: I 
quote Emile VaiUancou·r.t translated:by the same author: "The 
moment Canada abandons its own ethnical ciharacteri&tics, 
and I have especially in mind the Province 'Of Quebec, we 
shall lose one of the greatest sources of revenue for 'Our 
Dominion." There are other provinces in the country which 
can attract tourists. \. 

Bernadette .Soubirous' visions were .proofs 'of the dogma 
of 'iJhe Immacula:te Conception. Theresa Newman's trans­
formation perpetuates the faith in the supernatural power 
of .the church. A ·Protestant !Who ,becomes a recipient of 
such phenomena reSOl"ts to the physician. The ministers 'Of 
lTotestant churches make ·a study of abnormal psychology 
to minimize such danger. .But the Roman Catholic i·gnores 
mental hygiene and creates on such phenomena new dogmas 
to feed her ,j·ntellectually starved' children. 

'!'lhe whole system is a sicken:ing sight and cannot fail 
!flo bring failure as it did. ·But like another Nero; the Roman 
Church lays the blame on the conquerors, vituperating 
against the Jews. It assumes 1llie character of a martyr 
constan.tly trodden by bitter enemies. This is another ·bor­
rowed notion .that they .took from I·BIte . antiquity and that 
they try to apply to the twentieth century. They cannot 
t;hi·nk any more for themselves. They have to, use ready 
·made thougihts. "The world .is too old. Everyltbi.ng has 
been thought of." (Father Jasmi-JlJ.) The .people foHow the 
lead and par I\ilie price to sink deeper and deeper into the 
rut with theIr educators. . 

One of our :best informed French Canadian laymen, Oliver 
Asselin, wondered that in the world atl large "the fact of 
.being a French Canadian is a mark of incompetence". Could 
it ·be otherwise? This people will have ·to learn to walk 
without a crutch before it can ,mature. 

The same Oliver Asselin, in' his disappointment conside~¢ 
democracy a "falseihood", and "universal suffrage a decep­
tion". It never came to his mind that his churcih! never gave 
democracy a fair trial .in Quebec. Democracy is mor.e than 
formality ,to Ibe used only ·as. a show. It has tq· be 
founded on principles. How aronical ·this exclamation of 
Gideon Ouimet: "Our ancestors ~W'ld an the clergy an i-n­
separable companioDi in time of trouble. It fell to the clergy 
.to. lead the pt!ople not only in religion but in civil strife. 
Wihat wouId our ancestors have done without the clergy, 
without those devoted enlig,lltened men." (From CanadiaJIS 
of t.o-day.) The Americans did not ihave such an enlightened 
clergy to preside over the development of tiheir country. 
Otherwise the U.S.A. might still :be ,England's colony !instead 
of being a powerful ally. . 

In ~ch Canada the Roman Catholic Church has been 
leiit free .to 'practiSe its oWn .principles. It has failed there 

. as i·t did in Mexico, in .spain, in. Russia and may I say in 
Germany. They may admit failure ibut .fjbey are too en­
grossed in their infallibility to accept tihe blame. "Eyes they 
have and they see not." They are looking forward for more 
victims. The waste of human souls' and human. Ufe goes 
'On unstopped. . 

Already the disappointed French-Canadians .have consid­
ered separation from .Confederation·. Lt iIS amazing to find 

. them dreaming of successfuHy' carrying alone a .task i.n 
which 1ihey· have so completely failed, even with the help 
and stimUlation of tlhe Federal government. . 

Canada's leaders I hope w:ill noot fail Quebec. T·hey must 
bring :it to a realization of its soul, an.dJ develop :its rich 
potentiaU.ties in spite of its reJuctance. The operation neces'­
sary for the cure may 'be painful but the resuJ:ts would com­
pensate the trouble. They must not wait .till it is too late 
for the sore lIDay Sipread. A body is not healtihy wihen one 
of the limbs i91 deceased. The leaders must no.t lose the 
country through complacency or {ear of disfavour.' What 
did the agreement of Munich .br.ing ,to ChambE!ll'lain when 
his people re8!lized the mistake? May the Cal"!lllegie they are 
hopmg for in their helplessness help them' to .get with 
freedom the intellectual and material progress .they are 
entitled to in a democracy. May ·gratitude one reason 
more for W'l,flincning loyalty divert :that wonderful flow of 
energy :into useful channels and make democracy more pro­
gressive in. Canada a.nd. the peace of, the world more 
enduring. 

Annual Union Convention 
The tentative dates set for the 'coming Annual Convention 

at Jarvis Street :Church, Toronto, are October 7, 8, 9, Tues­
day, Wednesday, and Thu~sday. These yearly gatherings Ihave 
.proved to ibe sources of great iblessin·g to our churclhes and 
we trust that this year's fellowship in wartime wiN be par­
.ticularly helpful and dnspiring. Details of the programme 
will be published soon, ,but in the.meantime we urge all our 
friends to 'be mucih i·n prayer for :the success of our Con­
vention. We trust that alJI. pastors lWill ibegli·n ·to make plans 
now for a la'l"ge delegation from their churches. Friends and 
visitors, as well a'S pastors, are warmly inVited. 

T.his yearly meeting also marks the end of our fi·nancial 
year, and ·we wou:ld remind our friends oIf their sbare in the 
responsibility for our missionary .work. Let our treasurers 
send· us all the funds they have on hand and let our people 
see to it that there is much to send. 
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Bible School Lesson Outline 
Vol.·5 Third Quarter Lesson 36 September 7, 1941 

OLIVE L: CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

THE SELF-WILL OF SAUL 
Lesson Text: 1 Samuel 13. 
Golden Text: "Thou ~ast done foolishly: thou hast not kept 

.the commandment of -the lLord thy God, which he com­
manded thee.":-l,Samuel 13:13. 

I. The Folly of D!sobedience-verses 1 to 14. 
The Philistines had 'been left in the ·Iand to try the chil­

dren of Israel" (Judg. 3:1-4), and ,Salll had not been reign­
ing long before Jonathan's defeat of the Philistine garrison 
at .Geba precipitated war .between the two nations. Our 
enemy -Satan Js never Ifar away. He watches for a con­
vemient season in which to launch his attack upon the 'be­
liever (,Lk. 4:13.; 1 Pet. 5:8). 

This was not the first· occasion on which the Israelites 
had ibeen caned upon to face superior forces; 'but whenever 
they had, relied upon the 'Lord, they had always been vic­
torious (Joeh. 1~:4-6; 1 ,sam. 7:3, 13). 'Surely they had 
f~rgotten the power of the Lord or ·they would not ·have 
beell so distre~sed, ·but, as it was, they fled in panic. The 
believer has an anchor which is steadfa.s-t and sure and 
whiCh :wm hold firm in times 'of stress and storm (Josh. 
1:9; 10:25; IPsa. 112:4-8; Prov. 16:~0; 18:10; Heb. 6:16-20). 

-Samuel had mad·e an appointment with Saul to offer a 
sacrifice unto' the :Lord in 'Gilgal and invoke the Divine 
blessing upon the armed forces of Israel· (Josh.' 10:7, 8). 
Without the blessing of God they would be helpless (Josh. 
7:12, 13), but ,wilbh Him at their head they would .be mighty 
(!Lev. 26:3~; 1 Sam. 14:6). In the time of national crisis 
earnest Christians do not ask "Is .the Lord on our side?" 
but rather "Are we on the 'Lord's Slide?" 

Saul proved to be sadly lacking in 'power. Had he been 
S'trong in Ifai·th the Israelities would have rallied around him, 
and had he encouraged them ·by remi'nding them of the 
promises of the Lord (Deut. 28: 1-7), It/hey 'WOuld not have 
scattered from him. Wise leaders can do much to uphold 
the spirits 'Of their people and to keep their mor8.1e high. 

Saul was lack-ing also in patience (Psa. ~7:7; 40:'1; lsa. 
40:3J; Reb. 10:36; 12:1, 2). ISamuel the lIrDphet ~as .a 
trustworthy man ·and came, even as 'he had promised, bu·t 
the king :was hasty and fearful, when he should have ,been 
calm and brave. Had he waited a short time longer, every-

. thing wO'Uld have turned out well. God's time is always 
the right time. ' , 

King ,Salil lacked piety. Due reverence for the 'wrd 
and for His ordInances would have made hhp hesitate ,before' 
intruding into the holy offices of the priesthood (Exod. 
28:1; Num. 16:1-3, 39, 40; Heb. 5:4). 
~e trouble was that ·Saul's lilfe was cellitred ,in himself, 

ra.ther than in the Lord (Lk. 11:16-21); ithe ,prDnoun "I" was 
much too .prominent in his confession to Samuel. Fear foor 
his ,personal ·safety clouded the issue, and his ,pride was 
hurt when he saw that he was unable ,to check the fligih't 
of the panic,s-tricken 'People (Prov. 16:18, 32; 18:12). In 
desperation, without waiting .to call Ilpon the 'Lord, he forgedl 
ahead with his plans, regardless of consequences (Isa. 28:16). 
P.ride was the sin of ,satan himself (Isa. 14:9-17; Ezek. 
28 :'12-,19 ) . . . 

There is a suggestion in the nar.rative thaotSaul 'did not 
consider .that his supplication to ·the Lord would avail unless 
accompanied by a formal sacrifice. Ordinances have their 
f·unction (Matt. 3:.15; 1 Cor. 11:26), 'but they can never 
take the .place Off heart o:bedience (1 Sam. 15:22; Eccl. 5:1; 
Isa. 1:11-20; Hos. '6:6). . 

SaUl acted foolishly in. disobef.ing ,the word of the ,Lo.rd, 
and so "do all who act in self-wlll (2 'Sam. 24:10; 2 ehron. 
16:9). Because he failed to glorify the ,LOr"- and to sanctify 
Him ,before the people (Num. 20:12, 18; Ezek. 36:23), and 
because 'he disregal"ded ·the warning: which had 'been given 
him, he would himself be.rejected (1'Sam.12:14, 15; '15:11, 
23). 

Al,though men fail Him, the "Lord's .purposes do not fail 
(Iaa. 40:28; 42:4; Acts 15:18) .. The thought that no, one' 

O!f us is indispensable should solemnize our hearts. JDshua 
,took Moses' ·place Dellt. 34:9; Josh. ·1:1-5), and Elisha fol­
lowed Elijan 1 Ki.ngs 19:16). 'I'he Lord had already chosen 
David, a man after His own heart, to succeed Saul (IPsa. 
89:20; Acts 13:22), and in years to come the perfect Leader 
and King would appear, even the ,Lord Jesus Christ, W'liose 
kingdom would be for ever (2 ·Sam. 7:16; Isa. 9:6, 7). 

II. The Folly of Disal'llllaoment-verses 15 to 23. 
-Saul'·s spirit of defeatism was responsible ·fDr .the dimi'n­

.ishing number of his soldiers. He ibegan with ,two !Ilhousand 
followers (verse 2), but ·now he Kad only si.x hundred (verse 
15). No man falls alone (Rom. 14:7). 

The Philistines were expert in the strategy of war. F·rom 
their territory on the shore of the ,Great Sea (the Mediter­
ranean) they made th'ree .thrusts into the land of Juda.h; 
one toward Opbrah ~n the north (Josh. 18:21-23), one toward 
Beth-horon in the northwest (Josh. 16:1~23), and the 'Other 
toward Zeboim in the south. We wrestle against a crafty 
foe (Matt. 10:16). . 

By sUlbtlety' the 'Philisti-nes ihad deprived the Israelites 
of the means of making and maintaining the weapons O!f 
offensive lWarfaore. The disarmament movement proved to 'be 
disastrous. In similar fashion S'atan has in. many instances 
'fostered Modernistic mDvements which have deprived men 
and women of their faith in the Wlord of ·God. The S'Word 
of the Spirit has become blunt in their hands, so tihat they 
have been unable to stand agaoinst their spiritual foes. We 
need the shalft which ;s polished. and ,burnished, and we' 
requi're 'bhe whole 'Panoply of God if w,e would ibe victorious 
over Satan and his hosts (Isa. 49:2; 2 Cor. 10:1, ~-5; EPb.· 
0:11-17; 1 John 5:4). 
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