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·We Told' You 'So! , 
This is a bQld and unpopular remark which is usually 

considered to· -be made in bad taste.' And yet we are 
inclined to believe' that it oug,hot sometimes to be said. 
Neither men nor nations can wholly escape the responsi­
bility for having rejected warnings frequently given; 

For years Prime Minister ChurchilI was as a voice 
crying in the wilderness. As late as 1938 he protested 
vehemently against the surrender of the Irish ports Qf 
Queenstown, Berehaven, and Lough Swilly. In doing 80 
he said: . 

"I confess that I was wholly unprepared to read ·in the 
newspapers that we ihave abandoned all our contentions 
about the repudiation of the Treaty, about the annui·ties, 
and, above all--and this is the subject which makes me 
feel compelled to speak--our contentions about the stra­
tegic ports. It ·.is this issue of the 'strategic ports which 
makes me undertake the thankless task of ibring.ing some 
of the these matters very respectfully to· the ·attention 
of the lHouse. 'JTh.e ports in question, QUeenstown, Bere­
haven, and lLough ,Swilly, are to ·be handed over uncondi­
tionally, with no 'guarantees af any kind, as a gesture 
of our trust and good will, as the ·Prime Minister said, 
to the Government of the Irish Republic. When the 
Irish Treaty was being shlllpea in 1922 I was instructed 
by tihe Calbinet to prepare that part of the Agreement 
which dealt with strategic reservations. I negotiated with 
Mr. 'Michael Comns, and I was advised by Admiral Beatty, 
who had ·behind Ilri-m the whole staff of the Admiralty, 
which had just come out of the successful conduct of 
the Great War. Therefore, we had high authority i~ 
prescribi'llg the indispensalble minimum Otf reservations 
for strategic security. 

~·'JTh.e Admiralty of those days assured me that with­
out the use of these ports it would be very difficult, per­
haps almost impossible to feed this Island in time of 
war. Queenstown and Berehaven shelter the flotillas 
which keep clear the approaches to the Bristol and 
En~1ish Ohannels, and iLougih Swilly is the' base from 
whIch the access to ;the Mersey and the Clyde is covered. 
In a war against an enemy possessing a numerous and 
powerful fleet of submarines these are the essential 
bases from which the whole oPeration of hunting sU'b­
marines and protecting incomin,g convoys is conducted. 
I am very: sorry to Ihave Ito strike a jarring note this 
afternoon, .but all opinions should ·be heard and put on 
record. If we are denied the use I}"f i40ugh ISwilIy and 
have to work from Lamlash, we should strike two hun­
dred miles from the effective radius of our flotillas, out 

. and nome; aud if we are denied Berehaven and Queens-

town, and nave to work trom Pembroke Dock, we should 
strike four ·hundred miles from ;bbeir effective radh,ls 
out and ·home. These ports are, in fact, the sentinel 
towers of the western approaches, !by which the forty­
flve million people in this Island so enormously depend 
on foreign food for their daily ·bread, and ·by which they 
can carry on tbeir -trade, which is equally important to 
their existence." 
Bu,t he was vot-ed down, and the ports were surrend­

ered. On October 5th, 1938, in the. House of Commons; 
Mr. Churchill protested against the Munich arrange­
ment, and -pr-edicted almost in detail what subs-equently 
happened. In the course of his address ·he said: 

. "Weare in the presence of a disaster of :the first mag­
ni·tude which has befallen Great iBritain and France. Do 
not let us blind ourselves to that.. It must now be 
accepted that all ,the countries of Central and Eastern J

' 

Europe will make ·the· best terms they can with the 
triumphant Nazi power. The system of alliances in 
Central Europe upon which France has relied for her 
safety has 'been swept away, and I can see no means by 
wlhich i.t can be reconstituted. The road down the 
Danube Valley ,to the Biack Sea, the road which leads 
as far as Turkey, has been opened. In fact, if not in 
form, it seems to me that all those countries Otf iMiddle 
Europe, all those Danu!bian countries, will, one after an­
other, be drawn into this vast system of power politics­
not only power military .ponties but power economic pol­
itics-radiating from Berlin, and I believe this can be 
achieved quite smoothly and swiftly and wilYnot neces, 
sarily entail the firing of a single shot." 
Later Mr. Churchill became official heir of what 

Dorothy T,hompson call-ed Mr. Cha,mberlain's legacy of 
defeat, and has had to clear up the wreck and ruin pre­
pared for ·by his poUtically purblind predecessors. 

But the .principle we discuss is very clearly'stated in 
the Scdpture: "Because I have called. and ye refused; 
I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded; 
but ye have set at nolight all ·my counsel, and would 
none of my reproof: I also will laugh at your calamity; 
I will mock when your fear cometh; w,hen your fear 
cometh as desolation, and your d-estruction cometh as a 
whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh u·pon YoU. 
Then shall they can upon me, but I will not answer; they 
shall seek me early, but they shall not find me: for that 
,they' hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of 
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the Lord: they would none of my counsel: they despised 
all my reproof. Therefore shall they eat of. the fruit of 
their own way. alld be fined with their own devic~s. For 
the turning away 'of the simple shall slay them. and the 
prosperity of fools shall destroy them. But whoso hark­
eneth unto me shall dwell safely. and shall be quiet from 
fear of evil." " 

Our Lord declared that a prophet was not without 
honour save in his own country. and added: "'But where­
unto shall I liken this generation? It is like unto chil­
dren si,tting in the markets, and calling unto their fel­
lows, and saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have 
not danced; we have mourned unto you, and ye have not 
lamented. For -John came neither eatin.g nor drinking, 
and they say, Behold a man giuttonous, and a wine­
bibber, a friend of .. publicans and sinners. Bu.t wisdom 
is justified of her children." By this He meant to say 
that the voice of Wisdom is not heard by immature 
minds. But when ,they who first rejected the voice of 
Wisdom are ~nlightened by the logic of the events of a 
painful experience they believe, and justify the counsel 
they had formerly rejected. . 

These 'considerations are our. jusUfication for calling 
attention to the crass stupidity-if it be nothing worse-­
of the Government at Ottawa, and a similar political ob­
tuseness which seems to have directed cerotain courses 
of British policy even under the Churchill regime. We well 
understand, and ·thoroug·hly appreciate, the neCessity of 
seeking ,by every means to avoid giving unnecessary 
offence to the. peop.le of France. While our present su­
preme object is to win the war, we must at the same 
time try to keep in mind certain considerations which 
have to· do with the repair of the wreckage when the 
war is over. If actual hostilities. should break out be­
tween France and Bri,tain, there would be danger that 
a mutual bitterness would be engendered between the. 
two nations equal to, if not in excess of, ,that which now 
su'bsists between Britain and Germany. And, when the 
war is over, whether we like it or not, France will be 
our nearest neighbour. We are ourselves of the opinion 
that if a plebiscite could be taken of the people of France, 
the majority would vote for Britain as against the Vichy 
Government.: 

Our complaint is ,that we have not been quicker offi­
cially to recognize the vicious anti-British character of 
the Vichy regime; and that there has been a steadfast 
refusal to recognize the source and character of the 
influence which has made that regime so bitterly anti­
British. We ,have no bitterer enemies in Berlin' than 
Pierre Laval, Bonnet, and others o~ their ilk; and we are 
confident that the senile old Marshal, Henri Philippe 
Petain, is actuated by other motives than such as might 
groW out of the pressure of Germany, or an old soldier's 
reluctance to betray a former comrade-in-arms. 

We" have expected from ,the heginning exactly what is 
now transpiring, and we shall not be at all surprised if 
Vichy should go the whole length of handing over the 
French fleet to Germany.' . 

In the December 50th issue of THE GoSPEL WITNESS 
we' reported and wrote as follows: 

Vichy Representative Remains at Ottawa· 
Ottawa, Aug. 6-(.oP)~Canada has pennitted the French 

mimster, Rene Ristellhueber, ·toremain at ros post in Ottawa 
and carry out his duties, Prem-ier Kling told the House of 
Commons today. He said he believed this met ;with the 
approval of the British Government, although It has, to' a 
certain extent, severed ,relations with F1rance. 

The prime minister said he was convinced the' French:: 
mimster would ·not send to· his Government any information 
which mig1bt be injurious to Canada if it fell into the hands 
of 'the German authorities In ·France. If there was any 
possi1bility of .that happening it would not be permitted Iby 
the Canadian Government; . . 

"Mr. Ristelhueber is a very honourable' man' and has 
~ven us .every reason to !believe his sole desire is similar 
to our own," Mr. King stated. "He is doing everything 
he can to relieve the situation."· 
The Prime 'Minister's credulity ds amazing! . ·Mr. King 

".believed this met with Ithe approval of .the British Govern­
men-t." He did not speak very positively and no one knows 
better than Mr. King ,that even if. the British Government 
did not approve !it would not eXipress -its disapproval. In 
view of .tJhe ·present situation, it seems -to us imperative that 
the Canadialll Government should hold as little communica­
tion with the 'Plitain Government as with Hitler or Musso­
lini. It seems to us that every action' of the Prime Minister 
of Canada suggests ·that he lives in constant fear of the 
disapproval of the 'Roman Catholic HieraTCby. No matter 
how "honourable" a man M. Ristelihueber may be, he can­
not ,be loyal to the Government that has not only ceased to 
be .our ally, but ceased even to be neutral, and at the same' 
time, be harmless in ·respect to the interests of this' Do­
mi.nion. iHe oqht not ·to !be allowed to remain. 

We have before called attention to the fact that Petain 
and Weygand are both devout Catholics. In a sermon last 
December we quoted certain despatches from the daily 
press as follows: 

"Vatican City, July 15--The Vatican has formally given 
its suppol'!t; to ,the new Frenoh totalitarian regime of Marshal 
Henri PhiUppe Petain, !it was stated in authoritative Vatican 
quarters to-night. . 

"The papal Nuncio to France, Monsig:iJ.or Valerio Valeri, 
was said to have been instructed.to support the Plitain Gov­
ernment in its work of French reconstruction. . 

"Pope Pius XII was said to be convi·nced that Marsh&l 
Peta:in and Vice-Premier lPiierre Laval will 'work lor the re­
construction of French national life in line with policies 
whioh will meet witih approval oftJhe Chul'C'h. 

"At the same time authori·tative Vatican qual'ters empha­
sized that the Holy See will give its support to the French 
Government in a fight against the spread of communism, 
atheism, materialism and aga:inst anti-religious and anti­
Clerical elements .. 

"It was sa:id, however, tJhat the Vatican will refrain from 
any direct interest in Frenoh political problems." 

AnJi this from The Daily Telegraph, London, Sept. 
12th, 1940: . 

"'Messages from Vichy reveal that F1rance ended a 36-year 
rift between Church and .State wihen -the Vichy Government 
formally repealed a law of 1904, ,thus abrograting a series 
of d.iscriminatory measures. then designed· to restrict the 
influence of :the Catholic Ohurch in the field of education. 

"Passed at the height of a wave of anti-clericalism whiClh 
swept France ten years before the last war, the measure 
specifically forbade ·the right of assocIation. of monastic 
orders in France, and nominaHy baITed religious orders from 
conducting schools. 

"A new decree' ,issued restores the spi.rit of the concordat 
signed between Napoleon Bonaparte and Pope Pius VII, per­
mitting Jesuits to teach :in CathoHc educational institutions 
and allowing convents to reopen officially." . 

Every action of the Vichy Government since that time 
has lent support to our thesis that the Vichy Govern­
ment is quite as much the creature of the Vatican as i,t 
is the .puppet of Berlin. Petain was Ambassador to 

"Spain, and was persona grata with the Jesuistic Franco 
before he was recalled to' become Vice .. Premier. Even in 
Clemenceau's day the French ~iger described Wey-gand 
as being "always up to his eyes with the priests." It has 
been our conviction since the Germans appeared in 
Libya that they were there with, tJie connivance, if not 
by the actual assistance, of Weygand and others in 
French Afr~ca. . 
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The Italo-Grecian .war was largely a· religious war, an sidered 1;hem authors of the seiz1U'8 of French dhuroh 
~pression of the age-long feud be~een the Roman property. . 
Church and the Greek Or,thodox Church. Yugoslavia was "Consequently the Petain Government assailed in the 

rt· t d d I· . d rest 0/ Canada, has been receiving /avo'U/rable comment 
sp 1 10 wo an e lvere oyer to the Hun-s by the Roman in Quebec, and this comment has in turn been .misunder-
Catholic. element, the Croats. 'Only last Sunday a puppet stood in 'Other parts of the Dominion." (Ita:lics QlUT8.) 

king of the new ,Croat ,State, the Italian Duke of Spoleto, It has received "favourable comment in Quebec"; 'and not­
and cousin of Victor EmIl}'anuel, was crowned in Rome, in withstanding Britain has severed diplomatic relations with 
the 'presence of Roman Catholic ecclesiastics; and the the P6tain ~vernment; its representative, the French Con­
Premier of this state, Pavelitch, is the infamous crl·ml·na'] sul-GeneraJ., in the enjoyment of the "diplomatic immunity" ,of 

his office ·is allowed to remain in Ottawa as the accredited 
who planned and executed the murder of King Alexander reJlresentative to our Government of wlhat is vittually a 
and M. Barthou in France. He_ was c~ndemned to death by· !'ellige~nt s~ate.. Why? Beca1l:Be ,the Dominion Government 
a French .court, ibut Mussolini refused to extradite him. IS afrud of 1tS 1i:fe of Quebec. . . . 
Now he is promoted ;to the P.remiership of the country With that before us we shall be able to understand 
whose King he murdered in cold blood. why 'M!,. Ren~ Ri-stelhueber has been retained in Ottawa. 

Tohere is very Uttle doubt that the Vatican will try ,It ought, how.ever, to be noted. that M. Ristelhueber, 
to involve France in ·open hostilities with England, .and though appointe~ by the French Republic, to represent I 

do its utmost to bring about a state which would effect thSlt Govern.ment in Canada, was· really not loyal to the 
. the destr'l,Iction of whatever remains of republicanism in . Gover.nment which had accredited him; for· in· a s.peech 
-France in ord~r that the·spe"Cial privileges of the.·Church. in Montreal in which he endeavoured to explain the 
which P~tain ~as restored, may be ,perpetuated~ causes for the collapse oft France, he attributed France's· 

What of Canada's part in ;this matter? Mr. Justice decay to her failure to need the voice .of the Churc!h; 
Surveyer of the Sup~me Court of Quebec, in a speech and readily switched from his allegiance to the French 
before a service club in Montreal last summer, referred Republic to the men of Vichy. Since then he has re­
to the Pope as "the only -sovereign on earth able. to appre- mained in Ottawa in enjoyment of 'all the special privil­
ciate" the action of the P~tain regime. And 81t -the same eg~s which inhere in the phmse, "diplomatic immunity". 
time this Quebec Judge cal1ed General de Gaulle "a·sol- In addition to that, we have had SIt Ottawa the dtplo­
dlel' of fortune" .. 'PerhSlps it will throw some light upon. matic representative of the Vatican. In the first week of 
the retention of the Vichy represent81tive in Ottawa if last August there appeared in the press a notice which; 
we quote from' a serlllon in THE GOSPEL WlTNESSof in ·Toron.topaper.s at least, was hidden away in a cornel' 
August 15tlJ, 1940: . where.only the most careful reader would find it .. It ·was 

The political system under which~ we live develops free . to this effect: 
men, and it is difficult to pel'lPetuate a t)'l"anny satiSfactory . "The Vatican announced ifio-day that Vatican citizenship 
to the ,tyrant Wiithin that free circle. It may be done for a had been conferred on all its diplomtic representatives 
while; but there is JI() system cxf government like that which abroad, including the sta·ffs of nunciatures and apostolic 
obtains in ·BrItain and .Oanada and in the otmer Dominions, delegations. ... 
and in the United' 'States, !Which .is less favourable to the "The announcement said this action 'had been taken 
fastening of the manacles of the Pope upon free men; and with the . consent of <the Italian government, practically 
for ·that reason tihey hate democracy .. Car.dlnal Villeneuve, all Vatican di;plomats being ,Italians. . 
the head of the Roman Hierarchy in Canada, says so. He "It was beheved intended to chirify the situation of 
quotes with approval a Polish bishop who said:: . ,the Holy See's ·representatives abroad in view of Italy's 

"I do not admi,t ;the wild, lying, atheistic democracy . status as. a belligerent." - . 
which reigns .in almost all the states of 1lhe world .. IDhe Thus the diplomatic representatives of the Vatican 
Masonic organizations, secret or avowed, the revolution- were made citizens of a professedly neutral state. Some of 
arians and the politicians in their .pay, ·the scribblers} them are in England, and others in al1 the ·Common-
th!a communist orators who have expl'ained and who still wealths of the Empire. They· a~ able to observe the 
explain ;to the peo~le <that chance an~ a blind majority 
cxf votes Shall decJ.de the organization. of power in the waT-efforts of the countries to which they are accredited, 
State,. fill me with horror." , arid free to report everything they see and hear to their 
The Vatican was the ally of Germany in .the last /War. The master, the Pope, with the assurance that tl;teir des-· 

interference of the ,Pope was very manifest lin Ireland. I patch.es . will . not be opened to inspection. or cerisor-ship. 
spoke against his machinations then as I do now-but he What wonder the enemy .finds out· about our Atlan.tic 
=a~~. n~t:th::~~n:~h ·ta i:: ~~=ofn cf::t;:: shipping! Heaven itself only knows what lives have been 
·than now. In Quebec 10 the ~ast war the Roman Catholic lost, what disaster has been wrought, what suffering bas 
Oburch was op_enly against us, I want to read something I been entailed, by the refusal of the Government here 
clipped fromTke Globe and Mail, from their Ottawa cor- and in England ,to recognize the Vatican state as one of 
respondent ¥esterday, or ·the day before: 

"There IS a complication that did not exist in the last the Axis powers. 
war, and _ that is tihe wiotihdrawal of France from the What will Ottawa do DOW? 
struggle. There is no close link between Quebec and . 
France, ibut there ;is a natural sentiment :toward the 
ancient .Fatherland. -

"Some of the moves the Petain Government has m'ade, 
hardly noticed in the rest of Canada, have been cleverly 
calculated to appeal to Quebec and Catholic countrle8. 

"Back in 1903 the Combes ILaws 1n France resulted in 
·the confiscation of Ohurch properties and the exiling of 
many religious orders. .Many of the exiles. came to Que­
bec, wlhere thl!)' fanned the anti-French feeling the laws 
had· caused. Ever since then, France has been depicted 
.in Quebec as an irreligious country. . 

"The Petain Government has invited the reliJri.ous 
orders to return'. Quebec leads this continent .in farge 
families; iP6tain' has urged 'li'rance to get back to large 
fa.miJias. He ibas attacked the Freemasons;Q~e~ con-· 

I 

·Dr. Shields Will, D.V., Preach Next Su:mtay 
N ext Sunday will ,mark the 2nd anniversa'l"Y of the openi~ 

of the .reconstructed Jarvis Street-and the 31st annivemary 
of the beginning of Dr. Shields' pas:torate. After an absence 
of many weeks through !illness and a br,oken ann, Dr. Shields 
expects to return to hi·s pulpit, and preach morning. and even­
in'g. The morning subject will be, "Thirty-one years of miracle 
and mercy", ·and the evening subject, "The Papal beast and. 
the false prophet, and their inevitable doom." A heartY invi­
tation is extended to all readers of THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
Within motoring distance of Toronto, to share this· day of 
thaDksgiving with the·members of J.arvis StJ,"eet Church. 

o 
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ViChy's Character Becoming.Increasingly 
Clear 

I 
minister was- ·bold enough to speak the truth concerning 
the Roman Catholic Church. But recently a French­
Canadian Roman Catholic member of'the House of Com-

With every passing day what has been plain. to inany mons at Ottawa made a speech in the House which was 
from the beginning is now becoming increasingly clear reminiscent of Lindbergh, Quisling, and Goebbels at their 
to ·all, that the men of Vichy are among Britain's bitterest worst. The Engfish language newspapers .all acr~!! 
foes.' Admiral Darlan is now seen to be as anti-British as. Canad~ protested' in the strongest terms against. thIS 
Pierre Laval. Even The Globe and Mail, in an editorial anti-British utterance. On the other hand, a number of 
entitled, "Grave Decisions Face Ottawa", at last recog~ French language papers,. and es~ially those oJ "Ia • 
nizes V-ichy for what it really is, ·and it sees that it'will be bonne presse", that is to say, the press under the direct 
necessary for Ottawa to take action with reference to M. control of the Roman ·Catholic Church hierarchy, ~ade 
Ristelhueber, the Vichy representative in the Capital. favourable comments on the speech, and several of them 

. Why it should have been necessary for The Globe and printed it verbatim. . . 
Mail or the Ottawa Government to wait 'so long, we find it. The Montreal Gazette, an English language paper, com­
difficult to understand. However, it is the way of many mented on the anti-British speech of this French-Cana­
to "'see ·men 'as trees walking" for ..some time before th~y dian member as follows: "Right Hon. Ernest Lapointe 
are able to see all men clearly. is both'-Ieader of the French-spealfing group in Parlia-

The. following portion of The Globe and Mail', edi- ment and ·Minister of Justice. What ·he heard yesterday, 
torial we ·fee! is worth reproduction: . from this nominally Liberal M.P., must have interested 

M·arshal Petadn and 'some of his coadjutorS have probably a him in both those capacities." 
keen disbaste for seeing their .country ·b~ome a v.assal state One of the French Catholic newspapers which published 
of . Ge-rm~y and see~ to ~herlsh the notio~ I)f bem.g able to the a:bove~mentioned speech in full with remarks that 
h~ltl:l :h~~~~Idc:1~a~::"lhea~!ftel~!!:mse~a~d were clearly commendatory, remarked on the article in 
possess sufficient joi.nt strength to avoid complete subservience the Gazette as follows: 
·to the will of .Nazi ,Germany. Bu,t such a project is at pl'eSent "What is the meaning of that allusion tothti functions 
a very ~istant drE!am and. for the rrw~ent ·t:he independence I)f a .Minister of Justice?" _ . 
of t~e VIchy Governmen~ IS only a pohte fiction. Lt has been "Does the Gazette mean that M. Lapointe should inst!--
pubhcly warned by PreSIdent Roosevelt that any. greater col- tute legal proceedings against M. Raymond? Does .It 
laboration with 'Ge~many 'YiU forfej.~ ·the ~ast shred. of respect mean that he shOUld propose the expulsion f~om the House 
and 'sympathy for It .that IS entertamed lD the Umted States of the member from Beauharnois..J..apraine? That he 
and in. ~ome qu~r.ters. t~e 'sharp comments. which MI'. Eden, should send him without delay into a concentration .ca.m.~? 
·the BrItish ~oreIgn MImster, .offered upon Its Iates:t perform- . "The Gazette ought to explain itself thoroughly on thIS 
an~e.s ·were mt~rpreted as tan~ount. to ~ warnmg that a subject. . . . 
Bntish decl.a~~tion o.f war upon It was lmffilnent. .. "We would have here an excellenot opportumty of seeIng 

The possI'bdlty of a state of war betwe~n the Bntish Com- in what fashion it understands the liberty of speech and 
monwealth on the one hand. and ·the VIchy 'Government- the liberty of the people's representative-it is for that, 
not the I?eople o! F~ance--,on ,the other, must ~o~ 'be faced after all that Canada is supposed to be fighting." 
and semI-authorItative reports from Ottawa lDdicate that .' I F h C th I' k f 
Ministers are ;becoming alive to the im·minence. of such a con- How dIft'erent y the "re~c a O.IC press spea s 0 
tingency and to the serious decisions which must 'be ·taken. liberty of speech when It IS a questIon of a Protestant 
They have contiJllued ·to accord full diplomatic privileges to minister who is strongly pro-British and when it is a 
M. 'Ristel~ueber largely in defe~nce. to ~e na~u~al sym- q,uestion of a F.rench-Canadian who is Roman Catholic . 
pathy whIch 'a large 'body of French-Canadian OPlmon feels .. . hI W 
for Forance in its hour of triai and its inteHigible desire to . and antI-Brltls - . 
maintain some sort of relations with the Motherland of the -------
race through its constituted Government. Moreover, this feel­
ing has 'been strengthened by the devout Catholicism of 
M'arshal Petain, who has 'been exerting his power to restore 
the prestige and privileges of the R.o.man ,Catholic Church and 
has been trying to bring back order and discipline to a people 
temporarily torn from most of their ancient moorings. 

He is, therefore, a figure w·ho makes a special 'appeal to 
many 'French-Caita~ans and the qualities which please them 
in him seem to obscure the fact thatJle can .only ruIe France 
as long as he conforms to the wHl of the 'Nazis, whose leaders 
are inveterate enemies of the' Catholic Church. (This we 
are Bure is not true. Ed. G.W.) Canadian partisans of Mar­
shal Petain must recognize that, if Britain finds it necessary 
to declare war' u.pon the Vichy Government, it will be impos­
sible for the King Government to continue recognition'to 
M. Ristelhueber. It will also Ibe equaHy impossible for it to 
allow the flag of the Vichy Government to remain flying over 
the islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, lying as they do so 
close to Canadian territory. Our partnership in the Com­
monwealth.demands ·that, if war comes with the Vichy Gov­
ernment, Canada must not shirk the consequences. 

A D.iJferent Tune 
It is not so long' ago that the French Catholic press 

of Quebec was screaming in unison that Dr. Shields 
ought to be muzzled. In front page articles under deep ban­
ner headlines they demanded that THE GoSPEL WITNESS 

. be banned and Dr. Shields interned. This was their con-· 
cepti~n of liberty of speech and press when a Protestant 

The Speech of CardinaJ Villeneuve 
(From L'Aurore, a French-Canadian Protes~n·t Weekly.) 
His !Eminence, Cardinal Villeneuve "made a speech on the 

17th of April ·bEliore the' ·members of the Can~ian and 
Empire Clu·bs of Toronto. The speech was 'Pubhshed ver­
Ibatim by most of the great dailies. It was .broadcast by' all 
the 'Canadian Broadca~tip.g Corporation stations . . .. 

. . • The ·Cardinal denied the rumour that there. is a 
Separatist movement in Quebec. If there was one, It no 
longer exists, he said, and added that he had never coun-

. selled his compatriotS to segregate ·themselves or to detach 
themselves from Confederation. But if he has not given 
official approval to such a tendency, he has in no wise con­
demned it, and 'his pastoral letters which were supposed to 
give his directions on that subject are strangely silent con­
cerning othat fantastic visionary hther Lionel Groulx who 
aims to establish a sovereign state on the) ba~k-s !3f the S~. 
Lawrence. There is no doubt that in certam CIrcles thIS 
dream has been cherished, and young people to whom the 
history of Canada has been uiis-taugh~ welcome the idea 
with open arms. . . . 

In connection with the school question in the PrOVlnce of 
Quebec, othe orator let fly an arrow at M. Jean-'Charles Harve'y, 
saying that the editor of Le Jour is not the voice of French­
Canadians, and that they give little attention ·to what he says. 

. It is quite the contrary, and the proof is that ~. God·bout is 
on the threshold of .bringing our. school system more into con­
for.rnity with the needs of the time. For several years Ii . 
Harvey has been creating a IIJotream of opinion which tr.oubles 
profoundly His Eminence· ·and ·those· associated with him. 

I 
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ID4t lJanrlli &tttd JlulpU· 
'THE ,~APTIST MESSAGE-

An IAddress by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

This messa,ge was originally delivered during the yea,rs 1919-19140, in cO'l9.nection 
with the Forward Movement 0/ the Ba,ptist Convention 0/ Onta,rio a,nd Quebec; 

, a.p.d wa,s published a,s pa,rt' 0/ the o/ficia.l litera,ture 0/ the. Ba,ptist Forwa,rd M~ve­
ment a,t the Ba,p~ist Church House, 14149 Church St., Toronto, Ca,nada.. 
By Bome mea,ns unknown to the .Author, a,- copy o/·"The Ba,ptist Messa,ge" ca,me 
into the hands o/the Za.te.Dr. J. B.· Ga,mbrell, the grea,t Southern Ba,ptist lea,der, 
who wrote the 'Author a,n a,utogra,phed letter ezpressing his lUll a,greement with 
the principles herein discussed, a,nd his hea,rty a,pprecia,tion 0/ the messa,ge. We 
hope toot toot which the grea,t Dr. Ga.mbrell a,pproved will be'rea,d with interest 
biJ our req,ders' genera,lly; , 

:r'he Book which, with a positiveness which only divine :Moreover, if' we forget the essentially spiritual char-
~mniscience can justify, speaks of that which antedates acter of .our work we shall fail to depend upon the only 
all human history, and of that, therefore, which, in the Power ,by which it can 'be achieved. The first settle­
nature of the case, no mortal could know, e'hallenges our ments in this country sprang up on the ,shores of the 
faith by the comprehensive sweep of its first great word, .Iakes, and besid.e the flowing· rivers; 'because the pioneers 
"In the beginning God." And that ,Book, concerning -were wise enoQgh to drop their mill-wheels into the 
itself, as it does, with principles which are immutable, streams of God's power flowing by. These steel-tower8 
describes the order and. progress of the fir8t day of God's bearing high voltage wires which we now oSee everYwhere 
creation, by saying, "And the evening and. the morning proclaim our more recent discovery that God meant us. 
were the first day." And the last chapter of the same to ,IJve, even on the plane of the physical, by superhuman 
incomparable Book commands both our faith and our . powers. And in the realm of the spiritual the ,same prin­
imagination by its description of the shadeless splendor ciple obtains. The spiritual character of our work pre­
of the Holy City, in the promise, "And there shall be no eludes a).1 possibility of its being done "by hand" ; it 
night there." . can b,e done only "by power", and that power the Spirit 
. ,And" between that first line of the history of the of the Lord. Hence our materiai gifts, whether of 
genesis of thing.s, and the line which predicts the con- money ~r of service, must Ibe only as the towers· and 
summation of the divine purpose in glory, you have an wires along which the divine energy must flow for the 
epitomized record, historical and prophetic, of the move- accomplishment of our spiritual servi~. 
ments of God In all human history until time shall be Th~ question arises, therefore, whether we, as Bap­
no more; and everywhere and always, God' is moving tists, have any special aptitude for the spiritual inter-
forward: . . pretation of life. While other Christian bodies discuss 

"Our lives through various scenes are drawn, tp.e possibilities ~f various forms of organic union, have 
And vexed with trifling cares; we stilI any logical reason for standing apart from ,such 

, While His. ~rnal thought moves on . discussioiis? Have we stilI a distinctive message for 
His undisturbed affairs." the world? Are we as firmly' convinced as ever that the 

No one can walk with God and walk 'backWards; 'nor di~tinctive emphasis of our presentation of the Gospel 
enquire 'as to His dwelling place without receiving His constitutes a truer interpretation of the evangel of grace 
forward-moving invitation, "Come' and see." And no than other presentations, in which, the emphasis is dif-· 
.one can really and sincerely summon· all . his powera to' ferently placed?' , 
an endeavour to· achieve a morally worthy purpose with- , Before we can know clearly how· to move' forward, we 
out having God on his side; nor without coming, con- need.to enquire as Baptists where we are. I therefore 
,sciously or~unconsciously, into the, current 'of that divine propose to' ask you to consider what is the sine qua, non -
purpose which moves forward toward the' light of an of the Baptist message. What i,s the irreducible mini­
endless day. " .., mum of .revealed truth which a man must believe in 

It is important that, Baptists should keep the principle ,order to 'be entitled· to be called:a Baptist? Or let me 
• of· . the, divine programme alwaya· before .us, that we 'put the matter still .more simply: What are the eondi­
may never forget that the message and mission of God's tions of membership in a Baptist church? This can 
redeemed people are essentially spiritual; for if we fail ,be a:nswered satisfactorily only by enquiring, What' con­
tl),keep the ,spiritual nature of our work clearly in view ditions of church membership ar~ laid now in the New 
,w~' .are' ·in danger of missing the aim of the church's Testament'? What Is involved in the confession required· 
IIlis~ion altogether. 'Of late years, in~eed, we baye seen ,of anyone applying for membership in the church? 'If 
this effect an entire change of the accent and emphasis' we ,can get ilt these ,simple and -fundamental principles 
of the' church~s message-in the Tecommendation of . we shall know what. are the essentials of the Baptist 
godliness chiefly, for its· profitableness in "'the life that message. Amd 'it is of these great principles I now 
now· is/' This inevitably leads, to' the erection of worldly speak. ' 
and temporal, standards of value by which to appraise I. ' 
the ·church'oS ·ministry and, progress, until the church ., The first and central truth which Baptiats have always 
arz:ives at, the condition of the Laodiceans: "Thou sayest, firmly held is this: THAT IN JESUS CHmsTGoD WAS 
I am rich ·and increased with goods, and have need of MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. Belief in the essential Deity 
nothing; and knowest not that thou' art wretched, and of· Jesus ·ChrisJ; is. cardinal to' our whole position as 
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked." Baptists . 

.• _';'_0' __ o.L_ 



6 ("30) THE· GOSPEL wrrNESS May 22, 1941 

We believe that no' true 'conception of God can, by 
natural processes, be evolved out of a man's oW!). con-, 
sciou-sness; ·that we cannot of ourselves imagine ·a true 
picture o.f God; that una:ided human reason cann,ot d~­
cover .God. And, therefore, we hold that a man s attI­
tude toward God and hi-s relation to his 'fellows cannot 
rightly be determined. by his own conception of what 
God is, and of what He requires of us; but, on the con­
trary, that any true knowledge of God must be derived 
from what Ood reveals of :Himself. 

Therefore, fundamentally, Bapti8t8 ·are· not rational­
i8ts but 'revelationi8t8. All that we know of God and 
all 'that we teach of Him is derived, not from what 
human reason has discovered, but from what divine 
reveiation has disclosed. And we believe that all earlier 
and lesser revelations of God, even that which i-srevealed 
of Ood in nature, are 's~mmed up and comprehended ,in 
the full and final revelation of· God in Christ: "God, 
who at sundry times and in divers ·manners spake in 
time past unto the fathers .by the prophets, hath in these 
'last days epoken unto us by his Son, whom 'he ·hath 
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the 
. worlds ; who being the brightness of hi'sglory, ·and. the 
express image of his person, and upholding all things 
by the word of his power, 'when he had' by ·himself 
purged our sins, eat down on the right hand' of the 
Majesty on high; .being made so much better than the 
angeloS, as he hath .by inheritance obtained a ·more ex-
cellent name than they." . . , . 

I have ·sometimes thought that we need a Rescue Mis­
sion for fallen words; .for words, like persons, do not 
always honour etther "their ibirthplace or their parentage, 
but go astray, to walk in the counsel of the ungodly, 
and -stand in the way of sinners, and sit in the seat of 
the scornful; with the' inevitable result, that, like per­
sons, they lose 'their proper influence and power. Itthen 
'becomes necessary, either to turn them aside to some 
Jericho, where; like David's men, they may recov:er from 
the deba-sement resulting from contact with the enemy; 
or, otherwise, ·such w.ords need to be recll?thed with 
ampler definitions.. . 

'The word "divinity" has lost much of its original 
strength of meaning. It is no longer sufficient for us to 
say ·we· believe in the divinity of Christ; for there are 
those who say that, who also say they believe in the 

,divinitY'of all men. We hold that God ~as in Christ 
as He never. was in any other ,man; that He was be­
gotten of the Holy, Ghost and born of a virgin as Jio 
other man . was ever Dor-n.. We believe in the essential 
Deity of -Christ, 'as the Eternal Son,' Who was with the 
Father -before the world was; as the second Person in 
the Holy Trinity Who, with' the Father, and .tl1e Holy 
Spirit, is one God. And we worship Him a-s "the image 
of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature; 

. for 'by him were all things created, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they. 
be thrones; or dominions, or ,principalities, or powers; 
all things ·were created .by him, and for him; and 'he is . 
before all things, and by him all things' consist." 

Therefore, we ,set the Lord Jesus Christ·in the centre 
as the Incarnate God in Whom "dwelleth aU -the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily." 

As Baptists we readily accord to others. that Uberty 
of thought which we demand for ourselves. But though 

. ~e deny the right. of the magi'strate or ·anyone else to 
fetter another's conscie~ce, we do not, .. t~erefore, bind 

• 

ourselves to have fellowship with principles against 
which our own cOnsciences revolt. While refu8ing to 
compel, we may with equal justice refuse to concur. 
There are some things which are vital ·to .true Christian 
faith; and one of them is this: a settled conviction of 
the essential -Deity of Jesus Christ. 'We can have no 
fellowship with anyone who denies the Godhead of Jesus .. 
I believe I speak for' the B'aptists of this Convention 

· when I say that there is absolutely no room among us 
for anything that savors of Unitarianism. Jesus Christ 
is .to us "the only wise God' our Saviour, to whom be 
glory ~d majesty, dominion and power, both now and 
eyer.' Amen." 

,But what are the implications of this posi·tion? Our 
attitude toward Chri-st will determine our attitude to­
ward ,many other things-inde.ed, it wiH determine our . 
attitude toward everything, toward God above us,' and 
man about us; toward "the life that now is", and "that 
which is to come".' . .. 

"What ,thin'k ye of Christ, is the test, 
To try both your plan and yoUr scheme; 
You .cannot be right in the rest, . 
Unless you think rightly of. Him:" . 

II. 

Ou;r attitude toward Christ -wiU determine OUR ATTI-
TUDE TOWARD THE SCRIPTURES.. . 

It must· be clear to ~he mind of every earnest and 
thoughtful man and woman among us' that- tIie time 

· has come when we must clearly define to ourselves what 
our .-attitude toward the Bible is to be, if we 'are to 
continue our work·as a ·denomination. No family, . nor 
community, nor institution, nor nation,' can live a peace­
'ful, progres'sive, and useful life, without the direction 
of" some recognized authority. And without some such 
authoritative direction no church nor denomination can 
exercise' a usefu-l ministry. to the world a:bout it. Au­
t~ority' must reside' in some one. In whom? To jvbom 
can Baptists l~ok for direction? We have no bishop; 
and we refuse to allow any person or collection of persons 
to exercise spiritual lord-ship over us. And yet some one 

· must command and direct. Who shall it be? 
There can be but one answer: "One -is your -Master, 

even Christ; and all ye are brethren." But who i8 to 
be . the Master's mouthpiece? By what means is His 
will to be communicated· to us? Where 'shall we find an 
order bearing His unmi-stak&ble signature? Formerly, 
and hi-storicaHy, Baptists believed that the Head of the 
churoh had revealed His will in the Holy Scriptures. To 
our fathers the Bi'ble was the word of God. Do we still 
80 regard. it? . 

If we do not; if we have no longer a' reliable compasl\ . 
and chart, our ship ·must surely drift from ber course; 
and, defaulting in her mission, disintegrate, and ulti­
mately disappear. No captain would put to'sea in'a 'Ship 
whose steering gear was believed to be out .of order. 
And every Baptist movement, if it is to obe worthy of the 
name, ·mu·st find its direction in the authority of the 
~ible as the word of God. For when Baptist8 yield their 
belief in the authority of the Scriptur.e8 they have BUT­

'rendered the la8t logical reason for their continued 
ezi8tence. 

But how shall the right attitude toward the Bible be 
determined? Who 'shall tell us authoritatively whether 
the Bible is the' word of God? Must we not in this mat­
t,er !esort to' and rely. upon the aut~ority-of Christ? 

---- --

., 
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Personally, I have no .theory of the·inspiration··of the this life, and in that which is to come, must be· "brought 
Scriptures. But I am sure of ten thousand facts con- into captivity to the obedience of Christ." ..­
cerning which I am unable to formulate· a· theory. And Now when Christ is so regarded we have an infallible 
~t is of the fact of inspiration,. not of any' theory of it, Standard and Authority to Whom all ·our intellectual 
we must 'be convinced. We_,may not know how "holy men probl~ms can ·be brought. We must consuit Him, there­
of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost", fore, ahout the Bible; ·for He is the highest Authority 
and yet be absolutely sure·that they were so moved. in the universe.· . . . 

T·he Bi·ble is a human book, Written by human hands. 
It has never been claimed that its manuscripts were Of -the Old Testament in generai, He says: "Think not 
magically prodl¥ed.But the .Bible is divine as well as that I am come to ·destroy the law or the prophets; I 
human. This is the claim it everywhere makes on its am not co~e to destroy, 'but to fulfil. ~or ver~ly I.say 
'own behalf. In what pr.oportioD"s, therefore, .are these unto ~ou, tIll ~eaven an~ earth pass'.0!le Jot or one tIttle 
divine and human elements :blended? . Is it so human ' shall I.n .n~. WIse pass. from the law, t!!l ;all be fulfilled;" 
as to partake of such imperfection as is common to all And to thI·S He adds In another place; Heaven and earth . 
things of -hunianorigin? .Or is it so permeated by. the ~h~1I pass ~wa~, .bu.t my words shall not pass away." Thus 
divine as to be saturated with divine perfection? thIS mfalhble ChrIst ~eclares He has co.me to fulfil the 

The ,Book tells us of a great· Personality .Who was born l~w and the p~ophets, even to the last J~t and the last 
of a human mother, but was begotten of the Holy Ghost; tIttle; and havmg put the seal of His infallible authorit~ 
and Who was, therefore, both' human and divine, like' on the. law and the prophets, He l~ter ·solemnly avers 
the Book itself. But how were the· divine and human that HIS own words sha.1I ~ever pa~ ·aw~y: . Can langulI:ge 
elements ,blended in Him? W-hic'h of .the two natures expres~ a stronger claIm to· mfallIbllIty and final 
predo~inated.? Did Hfs human nature render Him sub- authorIty? 
ject to human limitations? Or, the rather, was not· His What u·se can I now make of this divine pronounce­
humanity, while still making Hi.m our true kinsman, by ment? How is the 'authority of Chri~t with respect· to 
union with His divinity, sUblimeato the quality of divine the Scriptures to determine my. own attitude toward the 
perfection? For if He was limited in 'one realm of His Bible? ·Let me give you two or ·three simple iJhistrative 
bei~g, must He not have been limited in all? ·If He was applications of the principle. 
mentally Umited to the measure. of the human mind, how Personally, I am not concerned per 8e about the human 
can inherent physical .i.mmortaIity, or moral" perfection authorship of the books attributed to· Moses. When I 
be predicated of .Him? find the writer of the epistle to the Hebrews Baying of 

We·'are thus driven to the enquiry: In what realms of certai~. things in ·Exodus and Leviticus, "The Holy Ghost, 
life is Jesus Christ to be Lord? Unquestionably, He is this -signifying," I could be content to ignore the hu,man 

. to' be Lord of our 'bodies. And who will dispute Hi-s author and listen to the divine word. But when I find 
supremacy asa moral and religious teacher? But what that the life and times of Moses are· so inextricabiy inter-
81bout the realm of tIie intellect?· woven with the Pentateuch that it is hnpossible to 

Let us hear from one· who was. widely and deeply eliminate .. Moses withou~ invalidati~g the first five 'books 
learned. .No one wiU question the Apostle Paul's quali- of the BIble, the MosaIC authorshI'p of the. Pentateuch 
ficatioD" for judging of intellectual ·matters. And he tells . becomes a question of vital importance.· Therefore I 

: us, "I verily thought with myself that I ought to do must bri~g this vexed question to "the author and· finisher 
~anythings contrary to the·name of Jesus of Nazareth." of my faIth" for -settlement .. And now let us h~ar H.im! 

But after ·he had ,seen Jesus he gloried in. being the To . the Sadducean n·aturalists of His day, He said: 
"bond-slave"· of ChTist. Now to what extent did Paul "Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the Scrip­
submit himself to Christ? . Did he continue to "think tures, neither the power of God ~ ... IJave ye not read 
with himself"? And were his thoug~ts, "contrary to the. in the book of Moses, how in the bush God spake to him?" 
name of Jesus of Nazareth!.!? 0 tell us! thou mighty (:Mark 12:24, Z6). 
leader· ~f men, t~ou man of ,massi!e and far-seei.n~ .in- And again: ''Do not think that I will accuse you to the 
tellect, In the WIde realm .of thy mtellectuaJ actIVItIes, Father, There is one that accuseth· you,. even Moses, in 
hast thou made Jesu-s ·Ohrlst .th.y Lo~? . whom ye trust. For had ye ,believed Moses, ye would have 
. And he answers: believed me;. for he wrote of ·me .. ·But if ye believe not 
. ".Though ·we walk in the flesh,' we do not war after the his. writings, how shall ye believe my words?" (John 
flesh; -(for the weapons of our warfare are. not carnal, ·5 :~5-41). And yet. again, in that most solem~ parable 
but mighty"through God to the pulling down of ·strong- : WhIch is a prophecy ?f retribution beyond· the grave, in 
holds) casting.$iown imaginations; and every·high thing answer to the. once-rIch .man's re~uest, that Laz,arus be 
that exalteth itself against .the knowledge ··of God, tiM sent to warn hIS five brethren,' ChrIst represents Abraham 
bringing into ca,ptivity e'IJe1'1/ thought to' the obedience as saying (and ·as saying it in the· clearer light .and 
of Christ.". ... .--fuller knowledge of ~e life' beyond), "They.have Moses 

.And nothing less than that will do. Jesus Christ must and the prophets·; let them hear them." ·And· when Dives 
be Lord in the realm of the inteUect! Imaginations and replies, "Nay, fath~r Abraham; but if one went unto 
r~as6nings and every high thing· that exalteth . itself them fro,m ~he dead, the~ will repent," He puts into 
against the knowledge of God, must, by the power of God, . Abraham e hps these terrIbly 801emn words·: "If they 

. be cast down. A true Baptist, to whom fesus Ohrist is hear not ·MIoses- and the. ~rophets, neither will they be 
the ,Incarnate God, in the nature of the case, has no persuaded though one rose from the dead." (Luke ~6: 
"liberty" to entertain· thoughts which are "contrary" to 27-31). . 
Christ. He is. "the bond-slave" of· Christ, intellectually ,When he has 'heard these words, ~urelY for the man 
as well as spiritually; and his ·"every thought"-his who acknowledges the Deity ·and consequent infaJ.libility 
thought about the· ,B"ible, and abou·t everything else, in of Clirist, the question of the Mosaic authorship of the 
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Pentateuch is auth~ritatively and finally settled; and seen Him walk the waves of the shoreless sea ~f judg­
instead of spending time in idle speculation he will read ment; and, in the patriarch,s' tents, in the voice of 
it to hear what "the Holy Ghost saith" therein. angels, w~ have 'heard the Word which was in the be-
. And this principle of the infallibility of Christ' may ginni~g with Ood. In the tabern'acle of the wilderness 

be applied to' all Biblical questions. I am not disturbed with its crim.son ritual, and in all the forty miraculou~ 
by questions as to the historicity of the book of Jonah. ye.ars, we have heard Hi·m speaking in righteousness, 
I should be quite content to .learn its religious lessons mIghty to save. We' have fol·lowed Him with Joshua hi 
as allegorically taught, e~en i,f the 'book had no historic His triumphal progress 'into Canaan'·s promised ·land; we 
foundation, providing there can be found nothing in any hav~ found Him .sitting among Israel's'· judges; and in 
other part of Scripture requiring me to regard the book the fields of Boaz, near to Bethlehem,~ we have heard' 
as being historically true.. An allegorical Jon'ah, and a His whispered promise of the .marriage of the' Lamb. 
parabolic fish, and a legendary gourd, wiU do no violence Where,· indeed, have we not found Him? Is there a 
to my faith, if I can secure the coMent of my one in- scripture path untrodden by His feet? Is there a valIey 
fallible Authority to .my holding, such a view; for I am -w~ich has not echoed with His voice? is there a moun­
not free to. form an opinion on the subject: my thought talD which has not been transfigured by His presence?­
of the book of Jonah must be brought into, captivity to . "The voice of My beloved' behold, he cometh leaping 
the obedience of Christ., Therefore, 'what salth Diy great ~POli!-he. mounta~ns, skipping upon the hills. My be-
• Professor of Bible knowledge? Hear Him again: . love.d ~ hke a roe or a ,young ·hart: behold, he standeth 

"An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a b~h1Od our.wall, he Jooketh' forth at the window:s, shewing 
sign; and -th~re shall no eign .be given unto it, but the hl~self through. the lattice. My beloved spake, and 
sign of the' prophet Jonas; for as Jonas was three days saId unto me, RIse u~, my;love, my fair one, and come 
and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son away. For, 10, the wlD~er 1'S past, thE! rain is over and 
of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of g?ne.; the fto~ers. appear on the eartIi; the time of the 
the earth. The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment s1OglD~ of bIrds IS come, and the voice of the turtle is 
with this generation, and ehall condemn it;. because they heard 10 our I~d; th~ fig tree putteth forth her green 
repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater figs, and. t~e VIDes WIth the t~nder glape give a good 
than Jon'as is ·here." And in the same breat·h He. con- smell. ArIae, my .love, my faIr one, and come away.~' 
tinues: "The queen of the 'south shall rise up in the And we hav,: follow~d Him-t~roug~ historical wilder­
judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it; nesses, a~d biographIcal mountalD solItudes, and through 
for ,she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to genealo.glcal deserts, only to find that the wilderness and 
hear the wisdom of ,Solomon; and, behold, a greater the solItary place are ?I~de glad for ~im; and in His 
than Solomon is here." (,Matt. 12 :39-42). presence. t~e deser~ re~oIcesand blossoms as t~~ rose. 

By that pronouncement, for me, the question of the ~n psalmIst s melodies; 10 words of transcendent wisdom; 
historicity of the 'book of Jonah is for ever settled. I 10 pregnant trye,· and glowing symbol ; in wheels that 
believe the miraculous story to 'be historicaIly true be- are dreadful; !D: chariots of fire; i~ seraphic v!sionE! of 

. cau~e the highest Authority in the universe has so enraptured .spIrIts of prophets, prIests and k1OgS, we 
declared. . hav~seen and heard the ~orm and voice of our Beloved; 
.. 'The same rule applies to the question of the inspira- un~II, ·at last, He has come to us from out the grave, 
tion arid authority of the Scriptures as a whole, and in be10g declared to be the Son of God with 'power, accord­
every part. For myself, this is my confession of faith ing to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from 

't the dead, and with perfect knowledge of both worlds 
WI h respect to the Bible: If this buiJding were large He has joined us on t1:le Emmaus road " where with burn: 
.enough to hold all the Biblical scholars of the world; 
and if they 'should all unite to tell me that the story of ing hearts we have heard Him, 'beginning. at M(oses and 
the Deluge is unhistoric; -that Moses did not write the aId the prop~ets, expound unto us in all the scriptures . 
Pentati!uch; that the book of Jonah' is not .historically the things concerning Himself. 
true, I would believe Christ's naked word before the con-.· Therefore. by the illumination o.f His presence -in its 
trary judgment of all the scholarship of the world, and p~ges; by the seal of His authority upon all its prin­
stake the interests of my 60ul for time and for eternity, clples, 'and precepts, and promises; by His own invariable 
upon the unsupported word of my absolutely infaIUble assumption of the Scripture's infallibility, there is 
Lord; and, if need be, be a fool for Christ's sake. And wrought into our deepest spiritual consciousness the un­
I then should. be much less a fool for His sake, than the wavering conviction-1hat the Bjble is the word of God that 
contrary attitude w01,lId make me for the sake' of agree- liveth and abideth for ever ,. . • 
ing wiPh a "scholarship" falsely so-called. For though "Should all the lorms that men" devise 

; I thus speak for the purpose of emphasis, I am convinced Assault my faith with treacherous art, 
~hat the.body of thought which is worthiest the ,high and I'd call them vanity and lies, 
honourable title of "scholarship", and which represents And ,bind the gospel to my heart." 
the findings of disciplined intellectual powers in co-opera-

. tion with spiritually enlightened anll peI!.etrating under­
standings, will 'always be found to be in agreement with 
the word of Him who is Incarnate Truth. 
. When we thus approach the Bihle a"s being instinct 
with the personality and authority of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, what a world of intellectual and spiritual· treasure 
it becomes to us" We have wl;Llked witli Him among the 
flowers of Eden; and where' first the shadow of the 
.<;ur.se fell athwart bhe path of sinf.ul man. We have 

III. 
And now what follows from aLl this? If we have' in 

the Bible t~e Book of the Lord, and ·in Christ the Lord 
of the Boo~, we have in Him "also THE . STANDARD OF 
INTERPRETATION. 

Our Lord Himself promised of. "'the Spirit o{tr~th", 
"He shall guide you into all the truth; for he shall not 
speak of himself, but what. things .soever he shall hear, 
the~e sha.)) he speak; ·and..he shaIl. declare unto._you 

--.... -- .... 
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the things tijat are to' come." And the manner of the 
Spirit's guiding into all truth He clearly predicted when 
He said, "He shall . glorify me; for he shall receive 
of mine, and shall shew it unto you." The New Testa­
ment writers, who claimed to wr~te "·by the revelation of 
'Jesus ,Christ,': all made Him the Standard by Whom the 
vaJues of Ufe must be determined. They claimed to be 
the inspire4 exponents of tl!e Gospel He had "reveal~. 
to hi-s holy apostles and prophets by ·the Spirit." And 
their ~tandard was, in principle, always this: "'As the 
~ruth is in Jesus.". T·heir identi"fication a~d appraisal. 
of. error was always effected by comparison with the 
only infallible Standard of truth; as when Paul 8aY6: 
"Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy· an!i 
vain .deceit,· after the tradition of men,. ·after the rudi-

· ments of the world, and not after 'Christ. For in him 
dwellethall the fulnes! of the Godhead bodily. And 
ye are complete in him." . 

When I say that Christ is to be our Standard of inter­
pretation, I me~n th~t all the elements of human life 
can find their only true appr&:isement in His -interpre­
tation of life, as He speak-s directly and through His 
inspired apostles. . 

For instance: There is a man in the city where I 
. live who is a most exemplary character; a good husband 
and :father, a loyal citizen" 'and in every respect a 

· worthy man. He is, indeed, a returned soldier. He went 
"over the top", and was wounded. And in that hour 
he offered his life upon the altar of his country's service 
as trwy as did the heroic men who win never return. 

· Now I want someone to tell me how I am to estimate 
that man religiously; for he is not a professor of religion. 
Does such an excellent character as he need any religion?· 
And if so, what sort of religion? Does he need salva­
tion? ,Does he need ·a Saviour? What should my' atti­
tude toward him be? You . see, I am looking for iii eatis­
factory, ,because final and authoritative, d.octrine o!.fTW,n .. 
For this I must go to the only one who "needed not that" 
any should testify of .man: for he knew what was in 
man." 

And I find that just such an admirable' character' as 
I have described, except that he lacked my soldier­
friend's splendid courage, once "came to Jesus by night". 
And when he ha,d said, "Rabbi, we know that thou art a 
teacher come from God," our infallible Authority answer­
ed, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a ·man be 
~rn 'again, ·he cannot see the kingdom of God." And 

· when Nicodemus asked, "How can these things be?" 
this infallible Professor of spiritual' knowledge answered : 
"Verily, verily, I say unto thee, we speak that we do 

• know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not 
our witness. If I have told you earthly thinge, and ye 

_·believe nO't, how shaIl ye ·believe, if I tell you of- heavenly 
thing.s? And no man .hath ascended up to heaven, 'but 
he that came down from heaven, even the .Son of man 
which is in heaven." . . 
. That is equivalent to saying: "Nicodemus, human 
nature is so depraved that only a spiritual birth can 
make it spiritually capable of seeing, or morally fit to 
enter, the kingdom of God. And if you have any doubt 
as to the finality of this pronouncement, I tell you now 
that I 'speak what I ·know, and testify what I hav~ seen. 
No one else has. ever ascend~ up to heaven. There is 
no ot'her authority competent to .guide you. I only, of 
all men. have complete knowledge of .the other life, and of 
the conditions of entrance into the kingdom ()f God. 

I am the way, the ·tr·uth, and the life; no man cometh 
unto the ,Father but by :Me. Therefore, marvel not that 
I :said unto thee. ye must be 'born again." 

We have now, therefore, a trustworthy- doctrine of 
man. He is so ruined by 'sin that he can be saved only 
through regeneration by the Holy Gho"t. I must; there­
fore, go on preaching the doctrines of . sin and the new 
·birth; for ·my great Authority tella me they are still true 
and necessary; Moreover, I know now the religious mes­
sage my ex-soldier neigh'bour needs; and I have -learned. 
too, that the first essential to "'reconstruction" in any life 
is regeneration. And as a Christian workman I am' .no 
longer in doubt as to my course. I have a platform of 
certainty.on which to stand, and a divinely authorized 
message to deliver; I can, therefore, address myself to 
my task as one who has a commission fr~m on high. 

What interpretation shall I. put upon the CrOBB of 
'ChriBt Y There it stands. the promise and"prophecy of it 
in the Old Testament, and the history of it in the New~ 
What does it mean to a sinful world? . 

Shall I proclaim 'its .moral influence? Shall I tell men 
it is the consummation of ·a sublime example? that Christ 
died to show ·us· hoW to die, as He lived to show us how 
'to live? Yes; there is all that in the Cross. No one can 
reillly gaze upon it without being moved to nobler living . 
But is that the full meaning' of' the Cross? . If He who 
died thereon was but a man, the CrosS" can .mean no more 
than that. You will remember that Betb.mann~Hollweg, 
the ex-German Chancellor. offered himself to the Allied 
Governments as a'substitute for the former Kaiser. The 
receipt of his offer was acknowledged; but the A'llied 
Governments politely intimated that they had a little 
score to settle with him on his own account, and that 
he would have quite enough to do to answer for his own 
crimes. And -thus the case stand. with all men: "None 
of them can 'by any .means redeem his brother; nor give 
to -God a ransom for him." No man did ever have a 
surplus of merit wherewith to atone for another's of­
fences; 'and even if. he had, "a life for a life", would 
require a life of infinite value for the life of the world. 

But what if Jesus Christ be :God? What if He Was 
"made after the power of an indissoluble life"? What 
if "He only hath immortality", if His life was eternal 
in its nature and eHence? He said of Himself: "No 
man taketh my life from me. but I lay it dowri of myself. 
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take 
it again. This commandment' have I received of my 

. Father." And He 'said alao, "The Son of man cam.e, not 
to be ministered unto but to minister, and to' give his 
life a ransom,for many."· 

Now if in Jesus Christ. "God was manifest in the 
flesh"," if He was born "that it ·might .be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophet, saying. Behold, a virgin .shall 
be with child. and ahall bring forth a son, and they shall 
call his name. Emmanuel. which ·being interpreted is, 
God with ua," we must find a deeper .and richer signifi­
cance in His blood than is contained in any theory of its 
mere moral influence. When I know that "the precious 
blood of Christ" Howed from the heart of Incarnate 
Deity, I know that His blood was of" greater moral worth 
than 'all the rivers of human blQod which have flowed 
on aU the battle-fields of earth through all hu.man his­
tory, since Cain slew his broffier Abel. "T·he life of the 
flesh is in the blood"; and when I know that the life 
that was in "the. precious blood of 'Christ" was an. "indis­
soluble life," even the very life-tide.of Deity. then I can 
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understand the incalculability of its atoning value; for 
in that crimson stream, I 'see the wealth of the universe 
in solution' And I can sing with .renewed fervour, and 
out of an unwavering conviction, 

"Thou dying Lamb, Thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its power, 

Till all the ransomed 'Church of God, 
Be saved to sin no more." 

For a spiritually bankrupt race' there· can be no gospel 
without a vicarious atonement for its theme; an imputed 
righteousness for its promise; a throne of grace for its 
faith; a divine Mediator for its Surety; and a kingdom 
of grace and glory for its end. And all this we have 
who believe "that God was· in ,Ohrist, reconciling the 
world unto himself, not imputing their trespassee unto 
them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconcilia-
tion." .. 

Salvation by grace as the message of the Gospel follows 
as the natural corollary of aU this; salvation as God's 
free gift, not something men can earn for themselves. 
How sadly that great word "grace" has been neglected of 
recent years' It needs to be rediscovered, as Hilkiah the 
high priest discovered the neglected book of the law in 
the house of tJle Lord; ·and to be. restored to its place, 
as, the ark of the covenant was ,brought back from the 
land of the P-hilistines. And they who see that all we 
know of our need of ,a Saviour and of a Saviour's work 
for us, has come to us, as it came to Saul on the Damascus 
road, by light. from heaven, will feel the need of that 
immeasurable· word, grace--a word as deep as hell, as 
high as ,heaven, as wide as human sin, and lUI lasting 
as eternitY-infinite, indeed, as God Himself. 

Once again. If Jesus. Christ :be Lord of all, He ·must 
be recognized and acknowledged as the Head of the 
Church. 

And in that ~cknowledgment tlte principle of a regen­
erate church membership is involved. The church must 
be a company of witnesses to the grace of Ohrist: "He 
gave hi/m to be the head over all things to the church, 
which is hi,s body, the fulness of him which filleth all 
in all." Surely if a member of the church is to be a 
member of the body' of Christ, it follows 'he' must be 
spiritually quickened. How can Christ 'be said to be the 
Head of a church· which receives, into its membership 

. peMons who· have not been "Dorn·again"? The need of 
the world is a witnessing church, a church whose mem­
bers will witness to the grace of the Incarnate God by 
being, themselves the incarnations of the truth of His 
gospel. When the poorest and 'humblest person is put 

. into the witness box to tell what he personally knows 
of the case ,before the court, if,he is able, even with limp­
ing grammar and stammering lips, to tell what he him:­
self has seen of the matter that is before the· court for 

, judgment, he is listened to with greater' attention than 
would the most learned scholar who, had no personal 
knowledge of the case. Hence the little church of really 
converted peOple will. be a 'mightier power for good in any 
community than a great congregation of people who in 
their own experience have no witness for Christ. 

We as Baptists, therefore, must leam to measure· the 
progre" of our chur.ches by their increasing co~formity 
to Christ, r~ther than by the ~umber of their members, 
their social position, or the, amount of their wealth. 

Years ago there was a case at law in which everything 
turned on the resemblance of two car wheels, which were 
'put in· as exhibits. Webster and Choate were the oppos­
ing counsel. ,When all the evidence was in, ·Choate ad-

dressed the jury, and overwheImed them with an elab­
orate 'address on "the fixation of points", whatever that 
may be. r do not know; and the jury. did not know 
either. They may have admired.the advocate's learning; 
but it ,gave them no light on the question before· them. 

Webster followed Choate. He fixed his eyes on the 
car wheels, :then on the jury; again on· the car wheels 
and again on the jury; and then, 8S ·he pointed to the 
wheels, he thundered, "Gentlemen of the jury! There 
they are. - Look at 'em '" And that was 'all he said. 
But the jury gave him the verdict. Happy the preacher, 
who, when .he has, told what/Ohrist can do for a poor 
sinner, can point to the members of his own church, and 
say, ."There they are! Look at theml Let their lives 
certify to the efficacy of the Gospel of grace' in the lives 
of men." . 

The same great principle. of tke Lordship of Christ de­
termines our teaching with respect to tke ordinances of 
the church. . In the symbolism of baptism and the Lord's 
supper, divine wisdom has wrapped up all the doctrines of 
grace. In the symbolic, death, and 'burial, and resurrec­
tion of the ,believer,· you have life derived from Christ; 
and in the bread and wine, life auatained by Ohrist: He 
is the Alpha and .omega of both ordinances. . And who­
ever observes them in their pri,mitive New Testament 
simplicity and order, is. not Ukely to lose sight of the 
great centr~l truth of the Gospel. "'Christ crucified," is 
"the wisdom" of God; and so are the simple ordinances 
in which that great truth is enshrined. 

But rich 'as is the symbolism of the ordinances, our 
chief reason for our strict observance_ of them is that 
Christ is the Head of the Church; and we. recognize no 
higher law for the believer nor for the Church than His 
will as revealed in His Word. No one may change what 

. He has ordained. ' 
. Clearly, therefore, our wh9le message hinges upon the 
Lordship of Christ. 

/ . 
Much has been said in recent years about "union" and 

"c070peration"; and Baptists are. not indifferent to these 
discussions. When, in March, 1918, the Allied armies 
were ,being pushed back upon the Channel ports, no one 
purposed that the British should become ·French, or the 
French British, or that. either should become Americans. 
But the greatest military genius· of all the Allied gen­
erals was 'appointed to the supreme command of the 
~lIied forces; and wh~ every individual soldier in all 
the armies of the Allies became subject to one supreme· 
will, in that hour Germany',s doom was sealed! And the 
forces of darkness will not be defeated by flags of truce; 

, nor by the surrender of vital principles of revealed truth. 
The need of the hour. is tlre iecogni~ion by every 9 

Christian of the Lord Jesus Christ as Generalissimo of 
all the armies of the Lord. And to that· recognition our 
message clearly and uncompromisingly calls. 

To Baptists there is a world-call to increased effort to 
bring in the day when the kingdoms of this world shall 
become'the kingdom of our Lord and of .His Christ. To 
maintain the integrity of the British Empire, and to 
secure the liberties of the world, Canada was prodigal of 
her blood and treasure. ·But the claim of the kingdom 
of Christ is a still higher claim, made by a greater King, . 
and to secure the interestS of a nobler citizenship. 'fih~ 
cause in which our LOrd invested His life's ·blood is 
worthy the investment of o.ur 'all. ' 

1. was in Brussels when King Albert, shortly after the 
signing of the Armistice, made his tr~umphal entry into 

---.. 
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hjs c~p'ital after his. more .than. four years of exile. I 
shall."never forget that scene. Hundreds of thousands 
were ·assembled to acclaim' their returning king. It 
seemed to them that ages had passed since last' they saw 
hini. And during 'his abs~m~e they ·had been under the 
~eel of the tyrant. Somewhere,. without the ring of fire 
which encircled them, they' knew their v~J.iant king and 
his' gallant army were fighting their way ·-back. But it 
had seemed as though the· king would never come again. 
But at last the. happy day had dawned. I was privileged 
to stand on a balcony on the third story of an office­
building. at the corner of the street· around which the 
king was to turn. I looked down upon the scores of 
thousands of Joyal Belgians and others 'who lined the 
great thoroughfares as far as ·the eye could reach. 
Thousands of banners were waving; and the vast multi­
tudes, delivered out of the .nand of the oppressor, waited 
with loyal impatience to .express their devotion to the 
king. No one could look down upon those many thousands' 
of expectant f·aces without feeling that they all "loved 
his appearing". . 
'. At iast the cry was raised, "The king is coming." And 
in a moment he came into view just beneath my point 

. of vantage, riding ·a white horse, with 'his queen, simi­
larly mounted, at his side. Immediately behind hiRr came 
his children, also mo~nted. 'f·hen .followed one of King 
George's sons, 'and with him the generals. of the British 
armies and the generals of the French armies. Next 
in order was a contingent of American troops; then a 
French unit; then came the British; and at last the 
Belgian army, thousands strong. And when the king 
rode by with his hand at the salute, the :Peopie tried to 
acclaim him. But in the main they succeeded but poorly. 
They saw him through a mist of tears;· tears streamed 
down many faces; there was a great lump in all throats; 
and, surcharged with inexpressible emotions of thankful-

"ness, they "'rejoiced with joy unspeakable and full .of 
glory.... One Belgian citizen remarked to me that the 
long agony of the tyrant's rule was swallowed up in the 
gladness of the king's return. 

And as I viewed that never-to .. be-forgotten scene, and 
saw the king ride triumphantly to his throne amid the 
countless thous·ands of hi~ ·happy, welcoming subjects, I 
thought of that rapidly approaching day whe.n the White 
Horse and his Rider shall come. down the skies, when 
"every eye shall see him," for H.e, too, is a Conqueror: 
"He must reign' till he hath put all enemies under His 
feet.'" . 

I have asked, W,hat is the irreducible minimum of re­
vealed truth which a :man must believe, in order worthily 
to bear the name of Baptist? And tbe answer is: JE.sUS 
THE INCARNATE GOD! He is at once. the Irreducible 
Mlinimum, and the Immeasurable Maximum of a Spirit­
begotten faith. We cannot live with less than Jesus; 
and Heaven cannot give us more; for "God so loved the 
world, that He gave ~is only begotten .Son"! In the 
certainty of His ultimate triumph, and in anticipation 
of His coming in glory, the world's great need calls us 
afresh, as a voice from heaven, to dedicate all our ran­
somed powers of spirit, soul, and body, to the ~orld-wide 
proclamation of this message: Ch~ist "is the head of the 
body, ,the church: who is the -beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead; "that in all things-He of the manger, of 
the Cross, of the empty grave, of the opened heavens, 
of the throne of grace and of glory-that in all things He 
may have the pre-eminence:" 

UNION NEWS 
Rev. J .. Dempster is to" be the preacher' at ~ng Branch 

Chure~ next" Sunday evening, and at Mitchell Square Anni-
versary services on June 1st. . '. ' 

Rev. R. D ... Guthrie of Briscoe Street,London, is to conduct 
two we~ks fJf special m~etings at Long Branch Church be­
ginning Monday, May 27th, and extending throug.h to Sun­
day, June 8th. 

Rev. A. C. Whitcombe of Shenstone Chu·reh, ,Brantford, re­
cently baptized six young people, four on ·one occasion and 
two on aDfJther. .. 

The North ·Broadway Baptist Church of Tillsonburg has 
just concluded a week of meeJings with Dr, Harry C. Hamilton 
of ·the First Baptist Church, Buffalo, as' evangelist. Fr()m 
the beginning there was unusual interest. Souls were re­
stored and a deep s~irit of conviction wa~ manifested.-L.R. 

Sudbury 
Within· theiast four weeks six young people have been 

saved. Three of them were baptized May 4th, and they with' 
two young men previously saved and baptised were received 
into the fellowship of the Church that evening. It was a 
most happy occasion when in keeping with the joyous -tradi­
tion of this Young People's Church, we were able to extend 
the hand of fellowship to these new recr-uits, four young men, 
and one young lady, all of woom we gladly look upon as' 
preciou.s gif·ts from God.-J .B. . 

The Secretary in Quebec 
The Secretary of the Union has recently visited the follow­

ing fields, spending several days in each: Snowdon, Verdun, 
Lachute and Thomas' Gore, Brownsburg and Dalesville, Saw­
yerville. In all these places he found a g.ooo spirit and saw 
evidence!! of real accomplishment .in the Lord's work. 

It is evident ·that the Lord has been working at SnowQon, 
one could see this in the faces of the peOple, some of whom 
had ·been recently oonverted and others quickened in a sense 
'of their responsi'bilities as believers. They are looking for­
ward under the ~nergetic leadership of Mr. Armstrong to 
still greater things. A joint meeting of this church and the 
Verdun Church is to be 'held on May 28th ·to convene a 
cGuncil which wiU consider ·the advisability fJf recognizing the 
Snowdon ·Church and ordaining Pastor T .. · D. M. Carson of 
Verdun. The faithful ministry of Brother Carson has borne 
frui,t in Verdun and the Church is making progress all along 
·the line. A fine group of y.oung people of this church heard 
the Secretary tell of our Missionary causes. 

A fine represen·tation 01 the Brownsburg, Dalesville and 
Lachute churches gathered in the building of ·the latter to hear 
the illustrated lecture on Home Missions. Pastor Charlton 
is doing I!- fine .wfJrk at Lachute. The Brownsburg and Dales­
ville causes are in a flourishing condItion and Rev. Charles 
Hardie is reaping the fruits of a faithful ministry that has 
extended over a perifJd of some five·.or six years. Here, too, 
there are a number of promising .young people actively en­
gaged in ·the wfJrk. 

Rev. R. E. Jones has laboured for some years at Sawyer­
viHe in very difficult circumstances, and it was a source of 
blessing to visit this church and its faithful pastor and to 
see evidences of ·the Lord's blessing there. 

From the Alberta Fellowship 
"You certainly are a' real friend to us needy creatur.es in 

the great west land; and we thank you for your most welco~e 
don-ation of fifty dollars received today Wi·th ·gladness. You 
must ·be a mind r.eader for ·your gift just reached us wlien 
we urgently needed funds, fo·r we have only thirty-fou·r dol­
lars in the bank now· an~ have ·to pay au·t seventy-five dollars 
on the 15th for grants and salaries. So your timely letter 
has put us on easy street again. .Thank 'yo;u." 

The Western Baptist Bible Coile~ 
The Western J;3aptist Bi-ble College has recently completed 

another successful year. There were three members in the 
graduating class, one of whom came hom British Columbia. 
We understand that Rev. Morley Hall," President' fJf this 
school, is ·to be the guest speaker at the Annual Conventi()n 
of Regular BaJJt:jsts of British ColJumbia, and is to visit a 
number ~f the churches there in behalf qf. the CoHege work. 

'-
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Bible SchOol Lesson Outline 
Vol. 5 Second Quarter Lesson 22 June 1st, 1941 

OLIVE. L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

FELLOWSHIP WITH THE FATHER 
Lesson Text: l' John 1. 
Golden Text: "ff we confess our sins, he is. faithful and just 

to forgive us· our sins; and to cleanse us from all un­
righteousness"-1 John 1:9. 

Introduction. 
John the beloved disciple was the author of this Epistle. 

Li,Jte the Gospel of. John written ·by the same hand it is fiUed 
with the spirit ~f tenderness (John 21:20;. 1 John 4:7-10, 
16-18). At ·the same time it contains passages of vigour and 
severity, passages which remind us that· the author was 
also called the son of thunder (Mk. 3:17; Lk. '9:54; 1 John 
3:15; '5:10, 16, 19). Sweetness ·and strength were combined 
in ·the character of John, both elements having resulted from 
his conrtact with Christ, Who was the Lamb of God and· the 
Li.on of ·the ·tribe of' Judah (Psa. 18:35; Rev. 5:5, 6). 

The Epistle was' probably written in ·the latter part of the 
first century, after the IGospel had been written and dis­
tribu·ted, since it presumes a knowledge of the facts of the 
Gospel. . 

The ·theme of the :F,:pistle is family fellowship. It describes 
·the unity of life which exists between God the IFather and 
His born-again ones, a~d ·the harmonious relationship which' 
should exist ·between ·the children and ·their· heavenly Father, 
·and between the vamus members of the Christian family. 

The main purpose of the Epistle is distinctly stated. The 
Holy Spirit inspired John to write these things unto believers 
to give ·them assurance, warning, Confidence, encouragement 
and joy (1:4; 2:1, 12-14, 26; 5:13). ..' 

I. Fellowship and the Person of Christ-verses 1 to 4. 
Feliowship with the Father has 'been made possible for us 

by Jesus Christ the Son. the only Mediator between. God and . 
man (1 Tim. 2:5, 6). As the eternal Son of God existing 
forom ·the very beginning, our Saviour was one with the 
Father (Gen. 1:1; John 1:1-5, 18; 16:28; 17:5, 22). He was 
the Word of life (John 1:9-12; 14:6; 17:3; 1 Jolin 5:11-13), 
the Word of God, the ex·press image of His ·person and the 
effulgence of His glory (Col. 1 :15-19; 2:9; Heb.·l :1-3; 1 John 
5:1, 12). 
. To be a Daysman lbetween us both, Christ must be born 
in the likeness of human flesh; He must Himself become 
man (·Job 9:30-33; IRDm. 8:2-4; Heb. 2:14-18; 4:14-16). 'John 
and .the other apostles for whom .he spoke had immediate 
knowledge of ·the humanity of Christ, 'as of His Deity. They 
heard Him speak, and they watched Him intently day after 
day as He went in and ~ut among them (John 1:14; 2 Pet. 
1:16-18). They were able to touch Him, and .they could bear 
witness to the reality of His 'Physical existence . (Lk. 24:39; 
John 20:27-2!!). - - . . 

As the Gospels give us the historical facts of the gospel,. 
the Epistles give !Us the interpretation and ·the applica·lion 
of those facts. Christ was God manifest in the flesh '(1 Tim. 
3:16), and John was one ~f the messengers through whom the 
Holy Spirit spoke, in order ·that the truth of .the incarnation 
might be made known to others as it had been Tevealed to 
the apostles (1 Cor. 2:7-13; 2 Cor. 5:17-21; Eph. 3:8-12; 
Col. 1:25-27). . 

Although the apostles en~yed the unique privilege of 
knowing Christ ·after the flesh. aU Christians are able ·to hold 
spiTitual converse with Him (2 Cor. 5:16). By faith, we, too, 
may have the joy of walking with Him (John 17:20, 21; tPhil. 
8: 10-14; 1 John 2:24). To this end ·was the gospel written 
and preserved. . 
II. Fellowship and the Work of Christ-verses 5 ·to 10. 

Light is a synonym for holiness and the word "darkness" 
is associated ~th sin and wickedness (John 3:19-21). To 
say that God is light. means .that 'God is holy. He dwells in 
the ~auty of poliness, purity and perfection. If we would 
walk in fellowship with Him we' must walk in the light; :we 
must walk in holiness before Him (Lev. 19:2; John 1S:12; 

1 Thess. 4:7; 1 Pet. 1:15). 'If we are not walking in the 
Ught, we are not walking with Him, no matter w·hat the pro:­
fessi.on ~e ~ake with our lips. To walk i~ the light is ·to 
~ct In SincerIty of heart ~fore HIm, to belIeve and practise 
the truth in His sight, allowing no cloud to remain -between 
our souls and Christ. When we walk in the light we are 
a·biding in ·Christ, continuing in His love and keeping ourselves 
in His love (John 15:4, 7, 9; Jude 21). 

Fellowship between two pel"Sons of opposite character is 
possible only when one stoops down or the other is raised. 
God is holy, and man is a sinner by nature and .by deed. 
Christ stooped down, and in a manner which :we cannot 
fathom. became ·sin fOT us, while sUII holy, and' died in-

. our stead (1 Pet. 1:18-22). By removing the ·barrier whioh 
separated us from .His holy Father he lifted us up to God 
(Ro.m. '5:1, 2; Eph. 2:18; Col. 1:20-22). Once and for all 
the ·bWod of Christ cleansed us· from the' guilt of our sin 
(Lev. 17:11), and day by day that same blood will keep 
cleansing us from the defilement of sin (Zech. 3:3-5; Rom. 
5:8-10; 2 Cor. 7:1; Eph. 5:26, 27; Rev. 7:13, 14); 

It win not avail us to a·btempt to cover up our sins (Num. 
32:23; Provo 28:18; Gal. 6:7), or to pretend that we are 
not sinful. 'So-called C~ristian Scientists close their eyes t.o 
the truth of indwelling sin and ·then say that all is light 
and love. Some also claim that their evil natu·re 'has been 
entirely eradicated, but Scripture speaks plainly on that 
matter. Such people do nll't deceive others, but only them­
selves. The word is not in their hearts (Psa. 119:11), ·the 
tr.uth is not in .them,and by contradicting the WiOrd of God 
they vil'tually accuse Him of not speaking the truth (1 
John 5:10). .' . ' 
. Sin must be admitted, dealt with and put: away (Psa. 
3~:5;.1 ·Cor. 11:31). The !8pentant sinner ·must .acknowledge 
hIS sm and .put his trost in the Lord JesusChnst Who died 
for him (lIsa. 59:1-3; Lk.18:13). The sinning Chris-tian must 
also acknowledge his sin and go to the Lord for forgiveness 
(Jer. 3:12, 13, 22; Lk. 15:18-24). God will be faithful to His 
covenant and righteous to His own holy nature, to His Son 
and to :us in fOTgiving sin for Christ's sake (1 Cor. 1:9; i 
Thess. 5:24; 1 John 2:1, 2). . 

God has made provision whereby we may 'be freed from 
the penalty of sin and all100 cleansed in heart from its im­
purity. Through the Word of God and the Spirit of God we 
are made conscious of sin, and as we iook ·to our Saviour 
He wHI restore us to fellowship, and we shall be sanctified 
from day to day (John 15:8; 17:19,L 2 Cor. 3:18). Finally 
when we see Him we shall be like Him, and we shall dweli 
forever in unbroken communion with Him (John 17:24; Rom. 
8:29; 1 John 8:1-3; Rev. 22:3-5). . 

Eternal Light! eternal light! 
How pure the soul mat be 

When,. ·placed within. Thy searching sight, 
It shrInks not, ·but WIth calm delight 

Oan live, and lo.ok on Thee! 

. 0 how shell II, whose native sphere 
Is dark, whose mind is dim 

Before the Ineffable appear, 
And on my naked spirit bear 

That uncreated beam? 
There is a way for man to rise 

To that sublime -abotie:­
An offering and a sacrifice, 
A Holy Spirit's energies, 

An Advocate with God: 
These. these prepare us for the sigJit 

Of holiness above; 
The IIoOns of ignorance and night 
~ay dwell in the eternal Light, 

Through the eternal Love. 

Bible Lessons by Mail 
Bev. E. V. Phillips of Drumheller, Alta., and his faithful 

c!»-laboulem continue to get Bible lessons .together with ques­
tions and person'al helps out to one hundred boys and JiTls 
Their mailing list reaches from British Columbia to MaDlto~ 
and the interest is growing exceedingly. They purpose ·to 
ex·tend this season's work to the end 'of June. ..' 

--


