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"SIN REDISCOVERED" 
Rev.- Prof. W. H. WRIGHTON~ Ph.D. 

Under the above caption Time says: . 
"The religious book.,of-the-year was published ~ast :week, 

and it puts sin right back in the spotlight; Its author: 
Union .Seminary's Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, high !priest of .Prot­
estantism's young intellectuals. Its .title: The Nature and 
De8tiny of Man. . 

. "Its significance: :that Amer.ica's -most dntluential theo­
. logian is reversing the optimistic and rationalistic trend. of 

Christian liberalism to lead his legions back to an almost 
medieval einphasds on the basic sinfulness of man." 

The OOok is doubly interesting because 15 years ago 
Dr. Niebuhr was himself an ()utstanding exponent of 
the liberal credo he now seeke to discred·it as opportim­
ism, calling it "'a religious accommodation to the preju-
dices of bourgeois culture." . 

"I confess," he wrote in The Christian Century, "that be 
tween Versailles and· Munich I underwent .. a conversion 
wlh.ich involved rejection of almost all 'Iilie liberal theological 
ideals and ideas with which I first ventured forth. My first 
book' contaIns almost a:ll the windmills against wbich to-day 
I tilt." -

In the light of -history, especially fr()m 1920 to 1940, 
he finds .Jiberal optimism about the .goodness of man un-. 
tenable. Therefore he has. set out to formulate a firmer 
faith in ,God baeed on much less faith in his feIlow men. 

"Modern !Man," he says, "has an essentially easy con­
science; and nothing gives the diverse and discordant notes 
of modern culture so mucSh hannony as the unan:imous oppo­
sition of modern man to Christian conceptions of the sinful­
ness of man. The idea ,that man is sinful at the very centre 
of bis personality .•• is universally rejected·. It ds tlhis .re­
jection which has seemed to make ·the 'Christian gospel simply 
irrelevant to modern man." . 

Dr. Niebuhr's "conversi()Il'; is a sign of' the times. 
In the easy '20's ei_n was becoming an archaism. 

Calv·in 'Coolidge's preacher was against it, but liberal 
clergymen were accepting the P·latonic conception of sin 
as ignorance, echoing the ·words of Socrates that no' 
man..knowingly does that which ·is wr()ng. The doctrine 
of progressive evolution had helped explain away the ex­
istence of evil in a God-made w()rld; humanity seemed 
to. be getting better and better; and righteousness was 
somehow just around the corner. . 

-But in these chaotic '40's Dr. Niebuhr is not alone in 
dou·bting the-goodness of man and the certainty of pro­
gres·s. To him sin is not ignorance, but pride and self­
righteousness. He finds the ·good fuBy balanced by the 
evil in 'humanity, sees hope only if man admits his un­
w()rthiness and throws himself on God for help . 

Convinced that modern civ.iJiz~tion is ,bad and "careen­
ing at the present moment to almost certain destruc­
tion," he term's the assumption that evolution is tend­
ing ever upwards superficial and unwarranted, caJ.ls a 
halt to theology's capitUlation to science. 

Praise God that "America's most influential theolo­
gian" is ,placing real emphasis on "the basic sinfulness 
of man;" for the fact that man is "sinful at the 'Very 
centre 01 his personality" is as old as the Bible--and' as 
accurate. 

In the days of Noah "God saw that the wickedness of 
man was ·great :in the earth and that every imagination 
of hie heart was only evil continually." 

Againil1 the ·days of David the "Lord looked down 
from' heaven upon the children. ()f men, to see if there' 
were any that did understand ·and seek God."-

And this is what He fou·nd: "They are all gone aside,. 
they are all together -become filthy: there is none that 
do~th good, n() not one." . 

The cry in the days of ISaiah was: "We are all as an 
unclean thing and all our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities 
like the :wind have taken u's away." 

In Jeremiah's day the verdict was: "T.he heart is de­
ceitful above all things, and it is exceedingly corrupt: 
who can know it?" 

In New Testament times the Lord Jesus said: "Out of 
the heart proceed evil th'oughts, murders, adulteries, 
f()rnications, thefts, false witness, bl~sphemies." 

.So desperate is man's s~nful condition before God that 
the Lord Jesus said: "Ye must be born again." 

Reformation, education and legislati()n cannot be sub- , 
stituted f()r regeneration. 

Dr. Niebuhr sees hope "only if man admits his un­
worthiness and throws himself on God f()r help." 
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Out of love'to the world God has .given His beloved 
Son, and also made Him "to be sin for us . . . that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him." 

We would that aU theologians would place !real em­
phasis on the ",basic -sinfulness of man", and continue 
doing so until man realized his true condition ap.d placed 
faith in the . Lord Jesus Christ, "who of God is made 
unto us wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption." 

Religions Conviction 
. I~ is easy to tolerate that toward which one is wholly 
In.dlfferent. A deaf man hears no discords. A blind man 
sees no ugliness. What, in our day, is frequently called 
religious' tolerance, is, in fact, the negation of religion. 
Who cares to contend about fairy tales or fables? A man 
who is himself profoundly convinced of hi-s own 'identity, 
as the one who is named as ·a beneficiary in a large 
amount in somebody's will, is not likely to be indifferent 
to the int~rpretation of the will He will arialyze every 
sentence, and examine every word, in the conviction that 
·he is the man the testator intended to benefit. If the 
Bible is a compendium of .myths and fables, a record of 
.obsolete ideas, and exploded faJ.lacies, it contains nothing 
for which It is worth a reasonable man's while to contend. 
Hence a Salvation Army Commissioner, an Anglican 
Archbishop, a Presbyterian Moderator, arid a Moderator 
of -the United Church, with men of other religious profes­
sions, may -sit at the 'head table and share in the adulation 
offered to a Roman Catholic Cardinal. If the "S.A." on the 
Commissioner's coHar is. the sign of a religion that differs 
only in name from that which is represented by the Car­
dinal's red hat; and if the ftambuoyant robes of the so­
called "Prince of the Church" offer no challenge to the 
Archbishop, whose Prayer Book charges the Church of the 
~ardinar .with idolatrous and blasphemou·s practices; and 
If these -together are only variants of the same religion 
as is professed ,by the less ostentatious Presbyterian or 
United ·Churchman, .then they may clap their ·hands to­
gether, and call that harmony which is merely a negation 
of ·all moral and spiritual agreement. 

The so-called religious 19lerance of our day is the most 
intolerant thing we know. Denying the supreme autho­
rity of the Bible, it is intolerant of all who believe it. 

But such attitudes' will not shake. the faith, nor disturb 
the composure of those who having received the truth 
as it is in Christ Jesus, are grounded arid settled, and 
cannot be moved away from the hope set before them in 
the gospel. Those who really believe the Bible, 'and have 
had a personal experience of .the reality of the grace of 
God in Christ, must ever be utterly intolerant of all that 
is contrary thereto. For that reason the grace that 
teaches us to love all Modernists, inspires us with abhor­
rence of that which is called religious Moderism. And 
the grace which provides -salvation "without money and 
without price" for the bankr.upt 'sinner, teaches us to 
hate the diabolical chicanery which in the Roman Catholic 
system makes merchandise of the 'souls of men. There­
fore, as long as we live we shall . continue to be the un­
compromising enemy of Roman Catholicism. We can no 
more tolerate Romanism than we can be tolerant of lep­
rosy, or .bubonic plague, or tuberculosis or cancer. We 
'hate them all because there. is death at the heart of them. 
,-T. T.·S.' . 

There are 3,200 different languages spoken in the 
world .. 

~bont National.Unity 
Nothing is more' desirable in order to the effective pro­

secution of tlie war by Canada than that -the people of 
this country should be united and present "a solid front 
to the enemy. The chief offender against national unity 
is the present Government of Canada. It has proved, 
beyond all possibility of doubt that it is far more in­
teres~ed in Party advantage than it il;J in national unity. 
It treats the Oppositjon in P·arliamen-t almost with con­
tempt.The real Premier of Canada, Mr. Lapointe, mocks 
at the smanness of the Opposition's number, notwith­
standing they represent forty-six percent; of lthe people 
of this country. As M.r. Godbout says: "A little hand~ 
ful of French-Canadian-s led by M. Ernest Lapointe, dic­
tated its will to .the country". Another French-Canadian 
declares that French Canada made a great concession to 
national unity when it consented to Canada's participa­
tion in the war. ' 

Now a bit of a storm has been raised by a writer in' 
Life, who has charged Quebec with being "·pro-Axis". The • 
Globe and Mail seems to think it is contributing something 
to national unity when it attempts to deny the allegations 
of the author of the Life article. It makes ·rather an 
absurd claim that Quebec is being victimized by 8" some­
what vociferous minority. There cannot be any question 
that Mr. Ernest Lapointe is the political mouthpiece of 
the majority in Quebec. It was he who put Mr. Godbout 
in power in the local legislature. It was in the passage 
of that act which probi'bited 'conscription for overseas 
service that Mr .. Godbout says Mr. Lapointe and his hand­
ful of French~Canadi·ans dictated their will to the country. 
I.t was Mjr. Lapointe who said there should be no Union . 
Government· of any sort in ,Canada; that he would not 
have any part in it, nor would any;body else from Quebec, 
Mr: Godbout speaks with one voice in Quebec, and an­
other in Ontario. Cardinal Villeneuve does the same. 
Everybody who knows anything about Quebec, and will 
tell the plain, unvarnished' truth, must acknowledge that 
Quebec, to put it mildly, is only 'half-hearted in Canada's 
war effort. The enlistment figures from Quebec, their 
contribution to war services, their subscriptions to the 
war savings campaign, all prove the article in Life. 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS from the beginning protested 
against the retention in Ottawa of a Vichy representative. 
He is still there, and i-t becomes more apparent every day 
that the men of Vichy are as much our enemies' as the 
men of Berlin or of Rome. 

We desire national unity;, we would.do anything to pro­
mote it. But it will never be promoted by such effusions 
as are found in the editorial columns of The Globe and 
Mail. We shall never effect national unity by denying 
the plain facts.. The drill sergeant will make no contri­
bution' to military discipline who persistently shuts his 
eyes to the fact that is patent to everybody else, that a 
certain recruit is out of step with the rest of, the com­
pany. The only w~y to correct such errors is-to recognize 
them, ackriowledge them, ·and address one's self to an 
attempt to improve them. It would not be 80 bad if 
Quebec were content simply to withhold her own contri­
bution. But, not content with doing so, in devious way·s 
she endeavours to hinder others, from doing their best. 

Let no one' misunderstand olir disagreement. with The 
Globe tfnd Mail. We ·scan its editorial page every morning, 
hecause once in a while it says something that is really 

,good.-T. T. S. 
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A Recruiting Campaign Dr. Shields to Preach (D.V.) May 
Twenty-Fifth The whole Dominion, including a minori,ty in Quebec, 

will have been thrilled by the Government's new move. 
Colonel Ralston has, i~augurated, what he acknowledges The Pastor announces that he hopes to be able to 

--occupy hi'll pulpit morning and evening, May 25th. This 
is the first recruiting C'ampaignof the war. Why, when will combine the second anniversary of the opening of 
the widely scattered ar.mies of the Empire are starving the new ,building, and the thirty-first anniversary of the 
for men, a recruiting campaign ,should have been so long beginning of his pastorate in Jarvis St. 'Church. He will 
delayed, it is difficult to understand. However, t'he doors speak Sunday morning on "Thirty One Years of Miracle 
are now op~n for men to enter the armed forc~s, a~d and Mercy." The evening subject will be announced later. 
they need no longer expect to have them slammed In their _ ...' .' . .. . , 
fac~s ,as they have been for so long. La~t year at hiS thirtieth B;n~lversary, an ~nDlversary 

T.here is talk of conscription. That, of course, is the ' offerm.g was t~ken for the BUlldmg Fund, which a-mount­
only fair principle. We b~lieve that in the last analysis ~d to Just a httle .short of fifteen hundred dollars; that 
a war of this magnitude can no more successfully be IS, the total ~ffermg averaged. nearly fifty dollars f~r 
fought on a'principle of voluntary military service than " ~ac~ of th~ thlrt~ years. There IS very much more money 
such a war can ·be paid for by ·any system of voluntary lD Circulation thiS year than .there was last year .. T~ou­
contributions instead of universal -taxation. It is every- sands more are employed thiS ~ear ~an were. thiS time 
.~ody's war, and everybody ought to be pressed into the last year, and we hope the offermg thiS year wlll be even 
service, old and young, men, women, and children, so far better than l~st year. If, GOSPEL WI.TNES~ !~ad~rs and 
as it is pos-sible for anyone to help. While we believe call others _ wlll r~ally go t? work With a wdl, It may 
conse-ription is the only just method, Mr. Lapointe and ~e made an offenng of ~hlrty-one .hundred dollars, one 
his little handful of French-Canadians so far ~have vetoed hundred dollars for eacJ:!. of the thirty-one years, all to 
it and have said "It shall not be." What shall we do - go to the Building Fund. We are happy that the regular 

, about it? -' - contributions to the Building Fund provide for interest 
We recall that in the, last war Lord Derby wa's head _an~ ~~~ th~_retirement,o~,s?me thousands each year of our 

of the recruiting work in Britain, and he once declared, prmclpal, mdebtedness.. ~ut ev~ry extr!L thousand dollars 
we remember, that no man could reasonably find fault ,~e can take off the prmclpal wdl save us fifty .dollars of -
with an established. method of doing _ things until;he mterest. 
had done the best possible to make that method a success. On that Anniversary Sunday all the plate colleCtions, 
Therefore, Lord Derby argued at that' time: "We must as well as all special offerings, will be devoted to the 
do the best possible with our voluntary system, and if 'Building Fund. Members of the Church, we understand, 
that should fail, then resort to conscription." will receive a communication with an envelope from the 
, Let everybody do the v~ry best possible to support the Deacons of the Church,_ inviting the""-entire membership 

Department of Defence in raising the thirty-two thou- to make the best possi,ble "over and above" anniversary 
sand men called for. - And as we do it, let us be ashamed - thankoffering to the Building Fund. . "_ 
that our, objective is not ten times the thirty-two thou- It"i,s possible that many of our GOSPEL WITNEss read-
sand. ers, among whom are many new friends, would Uke to 

We do not know all the detalls of the methods to be -have a share in maintaining tlie testimony of Jarvis St. in 
employed. We fear a good many who 'have so often been this way. If so, send in your contribution at the earliest 
"turned down" may, perhaps, have to have their enthu- possible date, marking it for the reduction of principal 

,siasm ,rekindled. We should like to hear the bands play- for the B~ilding Fund. Please understand, not one cent 
ing. We should .}ike to see marching men proeessioning of the special offering on that day will go for interest: 
along our streets. We should like to see some military it will be devoted to the 'reduction of principal. Talk 
enthusiasm developed. And if, men are to -be challenged about it to your friends. -Get others to help, if you can. 
to put the interests of country first, and to subordinate Above all, pray much about it, and let u's have the biggest 
all other considerations to the one purpose of winning special offering we have ever had in our hlstory. 
the war, we. shall per~aps need me~ who B;~ able to- The Pastor expects to get out of his plaster:of-Paris 
ge,nerate a httle ~nthuslasm to help m recruIting. For prison .this week, but his physician - advises against 
ourselves we shall ~e glB:d to do anything '~n ~ur power, his attempting topreaeh before the twenty-fifth. The 
as we have been .domg right from the begmmng of the pastor confess!,!s that he is not only counting the days, 
war, to put men mto the armed forces. but the hours that must intervene before he gets back 

If the voluntary principle should fail, then we believe into harness again.' Let us pray that it may be 'a day of 
at last this country will not continue to aHow a little mighty spiritual power, of conversion of siimers, and 
handful of Canadians, led by Mil". Lapointe, to dictate its grace abounding toward all saints.-T. T. S. 
will to the country. If the so-called Mother Church 
wants to k~p her c~ildren a~ home, and does nothing to 
encourage them to enlist, then let us go on with'out them. -
-T.T.S. ' 

Jarvis Street Church 
The .last two Sundays have been times of blessing in J,arvis 

Street Ba'ptist Church. A week ago several rell,POnded :to the 
invitation and at the Lord's Supper some new members were 
received. Last Sunday ther~ was further .response. In the 
evening a man :was b~ptiz~. ,'fhere is a spirit of faith among 
our people. 

, , 

Although the Maritime provinces have all_reduced ·the 001118 
:tor the sale 'of Uquor, the trend in Ontario is in: the oppoaite 
direction. Fresh evidence of this is seen in the order reoelvJd 
by the loeal liquor store staff to keep open an hour later on 

. Saturday evenings. Notwithstanding the millioDa of protlt 
made last year out of the Hquor ,business, the Hepburn 

_ Government- is apparently not yet satisfted.-BaTrie Eza­
miner, April 24, 1941. 

A. V. Alexander, I;Uler of 'the King's N'aV}>', is a .£ormel' 
Baptist preacher. 
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THE POPE INTIMIDATED 
(The following article was written in French in the French-

· Oan·adian Protestant weekly L'Aur0f'6, from which it is trans­
lated. All French-Canadians do not take the stupendous 
'claims of the Pope seripusly, as this article shows.) 

.-, What is the Pope doing during thesepainfuUy .anxious 
hours? He, too, ·submits to censorship and that means that 

· he is no longer ·the sole master in his own city, and that 
he cannot say naor do what he wishes. 'M'IlSsolini keeps watch 

,"Over him, muzzles him. At the present moment we have a 
feeble, intimidated papacywitho.ut diploma.tic authonty. 

No palitics at the Vatican! Very weB, then, but the present 
struggle is nat limited to ·a questian af ,mere palitics; a 
principle enters into. it which is religious and maral, an in­
tellectual ideal. Far that.reasan the Vatican ought to. take 
itll place in the first .line of defence, to assume the task of the 
head arid sayan what side all its adepts ought ,to take their 

· place. ' . 
Bu·t, do. yau say, he is -already daing much in that direc­

tian and yau do. not ,reailize it? That"is passible. His speeches, 
hawever, seem to move only a: few individuals. . . 

iRoosevelt Sl1eaks: the whole warld hangs on his wardS; 
His Majesty King Gearge speaks: ·the entire world listens; 
Ada'lph speaks: the whole warld discusses; 11 'Duce speaks: 
the entire warld laughs and makes f.un; ·the Pope speaks: 
the whale world has a bared air. The. manotony of ·these 
'interminably ,piaus exhartatians which come forth: nations 
live at peace with one anather .•.• Peace? .••. peace •••. 

11)l'0 corrections, no. discussian of pragrammes, no reasons 
given for ·the adaption or the rejection of such and s'uch an 
opinion. 'Which cause to defend? Which ,leader to follow? 
•••. tN.othing of that. 

His Holiness limits himself to Paraphrasing .the great 
general principles of Christianity. Each one is free ·ta draw 
from it the particular lessan which may. proceed mm it. 
This indirect methad of teacmng by deduction has the ad­
vantage that one can say 'almast anything he wishes, with­
out compromIsing himself too much. But it convinces no 
one. . 

It is. the method of those who like to veH their thought, 
who. do nat wish to go straight to. ·their go.al, but prefer to 
trim their sails. It Is the methad of the tiniid, of those 
who. fear 'to. ,put their foot in it'. 
.. 'At 'the ;beginning of ho'&tilities, the Vatican had already 

told us that the Haly ISee did nOt .favour one form of govern­
ment more than another; that it wau,ld accept any form 
af gavernmen't ON OOND[TION THAT •••• On what con­
dition? On condition .that it w"".kBl Well, agreed, but what 
system aught we to. adopt in arder that it work? 

It is said ,that it is man who. is evil, nat the system. 
Doubtless if mankind were goad, man co~.Jd lift himself 
abave systems, b.ut that does not change the fact that there 
are palitical systems which restrain the rising tide more 
than others. , 

IPu.blic opinian needs' to be enlightened on tlrls point, to 
wit: which sy·stem of gavernment .offers ,us the best guar­
·antees o.f justice and peace, the democratic system or the 
tatalitarian system as it is interpreted by the Axds powers 'I 

We shauld like to. -have a clear, precise answer fram the 
Pap,e on this paint. . ' \ 
. , .Peace! . . .• :peace? •••• " Everybody wants peace, but 
what kind pi peace? The peace of the Huns or that of-cordial 
understanding? The peace of the slave or that 'of the free 
man? 

",Peace? • •. . !PE!ace? •• ' •• " IBut it is necessary ,to settle 
that peace an the field af ·battle. We shall not have it without 
the add of he.avennor without ,the supreme effort of nations. 
To that end we 'mu'st uni·te all our forees, organize crusades, 
form' public opinian, create a resistance against totalitarian-

. ism" by -an enlightened cri,ticism. And finaUy we must take 
the offensive and attack the enemy by all possible means. Do 

. we see the Pope on thls practical side of affairs? 
He is preparing, they.say, an encyclical against ,Cammun­

ism. !But let us put aside the detested doctrine of the Reds. 
The imminent dan-ger is not there. It is here in y.our house, 
all -around you. The great enemy is at your doors. YOIU: see 
him at. work i-n canquered Eurape. . -He is demolishing your 

"= ... "'churches, destroying' "your altars,· driving out your priests,' 
devastating your schaals and hospitals, ,pill-aging your homes, 

. tarpedaing canvoys of children, and you are not seized 'With 
a holy anger. Peace! •••• peace! •••• yO\1 say! . 

Where are your ancient thre-ats~ four "pl"OClamationa Urbi 
and -Drlbi which made people ·and kings trem·ble. You used 
to harry to the death the heretics and infid~ls. Y9U used 
to fill"up prisons and galleys.with men and women whose sole 
crime was to. read the Word .of God and not to pr.ay with 
yau ·and in your manner. 

Ah! yau used to be ,fiUed ·with zeal then, a mistaken zeal. 
Today the greatest enemy 0:( 'Christianity, (Nazism and 
Fascism) is before y.ou, and you appear ,to bid it welcome. 
~e press annollnced these last 'few days that some several 

hundred oItalian officers, emissaries of II Duce at Basle, 
came to ask your blessing. r You gave it, it appears, and 
"added Your praise". . 

You! Blessing the assOciates of bandits! I bless them as 
Catholics, you say .... And what .b'out the ;praise? 

ISurely j,f Pius X:1iI has done whllit he is report&i to have 
done, he must be 'spineless (av.oir la trempe "moUe"). 

The Pope, as a ,Pope, has strong faith, they say. thOugh 
lis a man he might have his weaknesses as aU. oth,r mortals. 

It .eems ,to me that a strong faith changes human weak­
nesses into the strength which removes mO'Ullta:ins. '''When 
I am weak," said the -Apostle, ",then I am strong". . 

If you, Holy ;Father, were an ordi-nary man, one would 
expect fr.om you only ordinary things.· But behold you are 
a supennan, an extraordinary !being, Jike to apostles and 

. prophets, and one eXopects you, like them, to do extraordinal'y 
things. ,In ,their day David, 'Elijah, Gideon, Joshua, did 
marvels. 'Elijah did not .go up to. Carmel under ecclesi-astiClal 

- controll . 
You have Vesuvius near you. Invite aU the Axis prophets 

of 'Baal and their clique ,1'.0 a conference at the foot Oil the 
mauntain. Then; a breath from your mouth and' •••• 'crack! 
There it goes •••• The volcano erupts. And of al'l this gang 
of greedy bandits there ,remains only their fossils buried in 
the. lava under the cinders1 that bi ·the days to come, during 
the golden age, win :be snawn in· museums i·n ,the coming 
mil1ennium as rare specimens of byg.one ages. 

'Ab! if I iWere Pope! It is a good thing that I am not, you 
say. !Well, perhaps it is better. .' 

'In any ease, our ,good Pius XliI fears Beni·ta and stiU much 
more Der iFuehrer. He fears' the Gestapo,the iBlack Shir.ts, 
the prisan, .lGethsemane, . the Cl"Oas. (I do not ,blame him 
for it.) But he is not much like St. Peter •••. ,StHlless like 
the Master. . 

On his high throne, decorated with gald, erinine, and fine 
linent he ·awaits his qeliverance from that heretiCSlI England 
that nis ,predecessors have so often cursed. And these much­
cursed Protestants, are they now your friends • • • • your 
protectors • • . your liberators? Where sits the wind now? 

But ou·r war is not a religious war, you 8&y. Catholics 
and Protestants are on the same side. I know i·t. These 
ancient evils were in,troduced here only to ,prove once m.ore 
the truth o.f that pbiIoso.phy- of bistorywhich teaches uti 
that through the centuries there runs a chain which bas 
never been bronn: a'chain of the imminent justice in affairs, 
progressively advancing by constant human effort, from })et.:. 
ter to best, fro.m age to a~. Its slow rise toward the heights 
in spite of retrogression goes on in the face of the stupiClity 
of men, and in spite o.f an barriers that one can put in its 
way. . . 

That means vij:tory for us in the present fight, victory Df 
progressive democracy over the barbarous, retrograde syst&m 
of the Middle Ages to :which some WOUld. foree us 1'.0 return. 

Dr. ,Gambrell on Gumption 
Once Dr. J. B. Gambrell was addressing a Christian as­

sembly in the North, made up largely of those whose re­
ligious outlook had been moulded more in the canons of 
formal learning than might lbe true of a representative 
'Christian assemblage in the South. Several ·times in the 
'address Dr. Gambrell used the word "gumption", and . a 
young man in the audience was moved to rise and ask: "Will 
the gentleman from the' South tell us what he means by 
gumption?" Dr. Gambrell answered kindly: "Gumption is that 
which, if you rub two drops of it on a dog'_s nose, will keep 
him from barking up the wrong tree.':-Westem Recorder. 

\ 
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m~t JUntill t9trttt ,uIptt· 
NOT PROPAGANDA, BUT TRUTH 

A Sermon by Rev. W. Gordon B~own, M.A. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist ChuTeh, Toronto, Sunday Evening,_May 11th, 1941 

"If it were not so, I would have told you."--J"ohn 14:2. 

The devil's Mickey Mouse, as the Czechs well call Herr 1. So we have the assurance of His knowledge about 
Goebbels, has 'become a world symbol of propaganda. God. Indeed, it is God, and the work of God, and the 
The spirit of falsehood, which values truth only when it way to God, that He is talking about in this section so 
serves one's ends, i's another proof of the ancient 8tate- fami.Jiar to us all. "'Believe in God", He says. He refers 
ment that "the whole world lieth in the wicked one." . to "my Father's house". He says He is going there, and 

But what 'saith the Lord? "I will make justice the line, that there is a way we may all go. 
and righteousness the plummet; and .the h:ail shall sweep Our Lord Jesus assumes God. He does not attempt 
away -the refuge of lies, and the waters shaH overflow the to prove Hi·s existence: He accepts it as an axiom, as a 
hiding-place." These words of ,God, spoken through Isaiah self-evident truth. Oh, He could have discoursed in philo­
some seven ,hundred years hefore Christ, have had many .sophic language on the proof,s of .the existence of God, 
fulfUments; but supremely do tney come to pass in the but we should not have heen half so' .aatis·fied as we are 
ministry of God's Son, for He-is the Line of justice, the' w.ith the way He assumes Him. You see, you cannot.find 
Plummet of righteousness. Because He sits at the ·right God at the end of a logical syllogism. He'is not the C~)D- -

hand of Power, the hail-I think this Ume it will ,be a clu·sion of a major premise and a minor one .. Bilt :people. 
raln of bullets and bombs-will ·sweep away Goebbels' re- do believe; almost by instinct; and because they do, ·and: 
fuge of lies; and the waters, .this time, I believe, of the because the people to whom Jesu's Christ was 'speaking 
world's rising indignation, s·hall overflow his hiding-place. did supremely believe in one God, the only true God, and 
How important then it is that you and I; in all this welter because that which had brought them to such a creed was· 
of untruth, should have a firm stand, shOuld know the a divine preparation for Hi.mself, our Lord Jesus 'assumed 
truth, love the truth, do' the truth, and speak .the ,truth; the fact of God. 
and so should shine as'the stars, holding fast and holdin.g He saw Him in nature. It was God Who 'sent the rain . 
forth the word of life! for good men and' bad. It was God Who painted the lilies, 

The lies of to-day are not all poUtica.J lies. Falsehood and arrayed them more beautifully than Solomon, with 
has invaded the realm of religion. Truth, to many, is . all hIs resources, ever could 'array himself. It was God 
not 'absolute but relative; not really so, hut more or less Who fed the birds even if they did not have storehouses, 
an approximation to fact. And so morals are thought and Who cared for the odd sparrow that 'fell limp on 
of ·as -merely the fashion, changing with the times, just. the ground. . 
as the shape and angle of ladies' hats change with the If Jesu's 'Christ saw in God in nature, He heard Him 
years! And the result? Agnosticism in pulpit, platform, in revelation. 1'he first two chapters of Genesis tell how 
and press; and the decay of morals among th~ people who man was made: "Male and female made he them." .Jesus 
say with the ancients: "Let us eat, drink, and 'be merry, quoted that from the writings of. the Law; and He took 
for to-morrow we die." that story as true. He referred to one of the less known 

The pu·rpose of the ,Chri'stian church is that it should Psalms, and 'said of. the people for whom it wa's written 
be the foundation, the pHlar 'and ground of truth: The that unto them ·'the word of God came". Indeed, He 
churCh can be that only as it rests on the Rock of truth, put His imprimatur upon the whole Old Testament. 
the sure Foundation, the tried Stone Which God has laid ~ses gave laws; David wrote psalms, even number one 
in Zion .. Here "he' that' believeth shall not be in haste" to· hundred and ten, the critics to the contrary. Isaiah 
change hIs position, for he will have found the stability . talked of Christ. Even the second part of the prophecy 
of fact, and the force of lmowledge in the. Christ Whom was the word of Isaiah, the critics again to the contrary. 
he has coine to trust. The Old Testament was the mind of God, and so of divine. 

But how is it that we can trust Christ? MiHions do, authority. 
however imperfectly. In Him they ·believe as in no one . As·suming God in nature and in r~velation, Jesus com-
else. We ·Christian'S, especially we of the old school, muned with Him." . 
say they are right. We rejoice in the aSsurance of His He did 'so in prayer. Prayer was the habit of His life, 
knowledge; we feel the comfort of our faith. But does no doubt, but now and 'again--'8.nd I rather think it is in 
He reaHy know? And have wea right to he comforted? connection with special crises in Hi,s ministry-we are 
Hear His simple words that show this assurance, and told He went aside to pray, sometimes very early in the 
offer this comfort: "If it were not so, I would have told' morning, before the rest of men were astir. In' some 
you." .' - . ' ways it is the most lovely of His prayers," though it is 

I. the shortest re~orded, when He cries as He lies prostrate 
These are words of utter assurance, words that come . beneath ,the moon-lit olive trees, in the Arabic of His 

from full knowledge, words that· are perfectly frank, child-hood and manhood, "Abba, Father, ... not my will, 
words that we must believe. We may accept .THE AS- but thine be done." 
SURANCE OF HIS KNOWLEDGE. He really knows. No im- In prayer He communed with God, and in private life. 
plication could be plainer than that which He professes At the age of twelve we have His first known words, and 
when He states: "If it were 1'I:ot so, I would:::have told they reveal His mind, "Did you not know that I must be 
you." in the things of my Father?" God, tQ Him, was "my 
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Father"; and He lived "in the things of my Father"-in 
His house and in His business. 

He communed with God in Hi,s public teaching. His 
words· to the multitude were the mind of the Eternal. 
The inside teaching ,that He gave to Hi,s disciples was 
.the heart of the Father, such teaching as we have in this 
chapter-I suppose to ,saints everywhere the sweetest pas­
sage of all the loveliness of the New Testament. 

The God Whom Jesus assumed, and with Whom He 
communed, He also revealed. At the close of His earthly 

. ministry He could say to the Father with perfect confi­
dence, "I have given them thy word." The Jews had 
asked for a sign, ·and Jesus had refused it; but the spirit 
of the Pharisees was later seen even in the disciples when 
Philip said: "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough 
for us." If God were only power, you might show Him 
in a storm, or an earthquake or an eclipse; but -because 
power· is but one of His attributes, He cannot be shown 
to the eye of flesh. Said Jesus, with a touch of disap­
point, if I may speak of Him so humanly: "Have I been 
so long a time with you, and have you not known me, do 
you not personaJ.ly understand me, P~ilip? The one who 
has seen me, and doe!!! see me, has seen and does see the 
Father." -

Qhrist shows us the Father. He is, in His own person, 
the revelation of God. Power? He heals the sick, 

"' cleanses the lepers, raises the dead; and when killed 
Himself; rises triumphant. Holiness? He was holy, in 
the definition of-Scripture, "harmless,"-that is unmixed 
with evil-"undefiled, separate from sinners". None 
of the evil of this world touched Him. There was in Him 
the apartness of the divine nature. Love? His reception 
of the children and His blessing upon them, His kindness . 
to the suffering, His cheer to the sorrowing-these are 
the works of love. The Pharisees objected that He ate 
with sinners; but He said th~t the Father; like Himself, 
was concerned for sinners, and that He rejoiced more 
over one sinner that repented than over ninety and nine 
just persons that needed no repentance. You know, when 
they crucified J:lim, they really put Him in the right place, 
between two men whom even the world counted as great 
sinners! .The very position of the cross is an evidence of 
the love of God as seen in Christ, and that cross in all its 
aspects reveals the power,- the holiness, and the love of 
the Father. . 

2. The assurance of His knowledge about God should 
. make us .sure of God Whom He knows, and sure about 
heaven. Yes, He really knows about the life to come .. 

But is it real? Or is it merely wishful thh~king, a 
longing for what you have not, and cannot get? Ahappy 
life beyond is against appearance. The skeptic says, 
"Who knows whether the spirit of man goes upward, 
and the spirit of the beast goes downward to the earth?" 
The sight of death is against any hope of life beyond. 

Yet that is not the only thing to·consider. There are 
arguments for another life, ,but they seem insecure. You 

. remember Socrates and .the circle of friends who sat with 
him just 'before ·he drank the hemlock that ended his days, 
according to the sentence of the Athenian court? He 
discoursed eloquently on the possibility of another life, 
but his discourse was all on a question. It mig-ht be, or· 
might not be' a fact. And his most brilliant disciple, 
Plato, puts it this way: 

"One 'must do one of ·two things (in reference to the' 
questiOn of a future &tate): eIther learn how the case 
stands, or find out; or if these are· impossible, taking the 

-' best and -least easily refuted of human opinions,. and em-

barking on it as on ·a raft, sal'l ·perilously through life; 
unless one could more secure:ly, and less perilously sail 
upon a stronger vessel or some divine word." . . 
Who wants a raft on which to sail out into the un-

known? We want·a liner. We want a divine word; and 
here it is,· "In my Fat~er'·s house are many mansions: if 
it were not so, I would have told you." It is a real place. 
I~ is another life beyond the veil. Death is not the end. 

But is it desirable? What is the other life like? Most 
men have believed in it, but the ancients of the Semitic 
world thought of it as ·a ghostly and ghastly existence . 
When a man died he was "gathered to his fathers"; but 
the fathers were like bats clinging to the roof of a cave. 
Shall we have darknes·s or semi-darkness? . Weakness? 
Being, and ·no more? 0 no! "In my Father's house are 
many mansions." God has a home. Indeed," it is a great 
palace. He lives there Himself, and there are many aparl-. 
ments for all His children. It is a lovely place because 
it is the house of "the King, eternal, immortal, invisible, 
the only wise God". 

When my father was contemplating death and that 
with joy, he asked what I thought it would be like. on the 
other side; and then he quoted some hymn that spoke 
of the flowers. The German· mystic, Jacob Behmen lisped, 
"Open the door and let in some of that music." He was 
hearing the heavenly choir already. And we shal'l be 
busy too. We shall rest from our labours, but our works 
shall follow with us. 

"She dropped her shuttle; the 100m stood- still, 
The weaver slept in the golden grey. 

Dear heart, she will finish her web again 
In the golden light of another day." 

But.is it adequate? Is it just for the patriarchs and 
prophets and apostles? Or is there room for you· and 
me? Some years ·ago at the beginning of ·the school·year, 
the principal of a school at Sitka, Alaska, received a 
telegram 'from a nath-e boy, enquiring, "Is there room 
for me? James." The boy could not be identified. Some­
where in. Alaska this boy hungered for an education; 
and pl~a:ded, "Is there room for me?" I suppose that is 
your question and mine. And here is the answer, "In 
my Father's house are many mansions". There is plenty 
of room, room for everyone who wants to. come. The 
words were addressed to the eleven apostles, but they 
come .to you and me just as truly, and quite as clearly. 
This revelation of God and the better land· comes to us 
with power because we have the assurance of Christ's 
knowledge, "'If it were not so, I would have told. you. 

II. 
The assurance of His knowledge brings THE COMFORT 

OF OUR FAITH. 
The thing that led to the discussion in John fourteen 

was· apparently the word of :Christ when He said: "Where 
I am going, you ~nnot come." The disciples had been 
with Jesus for months now, and they wanted to stay with 
Him. But He said, "You cannot come." 

.of ·course, He had told them that Judas would betray 
Him, and Judas had gone out into the night. He told 
Peter that he would deny Him. Peter did not thin'k he 
would, but Jesus Christ said that before the roosters 
crowed twice, he would deny Him thrice. But I sQppose 
the thing that worried them most was this matter of 
Christ's absence, the separation there involved. Their 
life was bound up with Him. They. had cut home ties; 
they had let business go; they had been separated from 
the joys ~nd sorrows of their people; they' had renounced, 

( 
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,it seemed, the religi<ius standing they had /in the com­
munity. They left all for Jesus. Now He said He was 
going to leave, and that they could not go with Him. But. 
with the assurance of His knowledge, He shows them the 
comfort of faith: "Do not let your minds be, upset; be­
lieve in God, and in me believe." 

They may' be other things that worry us. The world 
is so wicked. The war is' so' terrible. Perhaps it seems 
that Christ is so far away. Sometimes it is the diS::­
appointment that' those who profess to love Christ cause 
us, and the dark shadow they cast upon His name and 
honour. But we have the comfort of our faith. We 
may believe in Him. . 

The farmer. had explained to seven-year-old A:udrey 
and her mother that the chicken which now hung in the 
barn dead and dishevelled, was there because "somethin' ' 
'ad worried it." The walk home was spent in deep 
thought, and then came the question: _"'But, Mummy, 
whateveJ:..eould the chicken have had to think about to 
make it so worried?" At times we have plenty to think 
about, to worry u's, sometimes nearly to death,! But here 
is our comfort. 

We have the, comfort of faith in the permanence of 
Christ. He said, '" 'Believe in God,· and in me believe.' 
Believe in me the way yau believe in God. The Creator 
and Preserver of the universe abides, and so do I." Be­
fore· this, when Jesus had said' that the Son of man 
must be lifted up, the crowd of Jews had objected: "We 
have heard out of the law ·that' Christ abideth for ever.'~ 
They thought He would abide on the earth once He had 
come. Not on the earth, but forever He abides. 

No saint abides, no apostle. They pasS on. In the 
Honduras a missionary says: 

"One day on the ,trait we met a man wi,th a 'saint' in 
a ,box. He was .gathering.contribu,tions for a fie&ta in his 
town. Upon being asked who the saint was, he re.:plied, 
'l'he ViTgin Mother of the Child.' 'And who is the Child ?' 
·we queried. The ques'tion gave him pause. Finally he 
was forced to admit, 'I don't know'." - , 

What a pity, because Mary does not abide! Mary is 
gone. But C.hrist abides. N ever do we read, "Believe 
in' Mary.". Ever do ~e -read, ~'Believe in me." 

"The hea:ling of His seamless dress 
Is by our beds of pain, . . 

We :touch Him in life's throng and press, 
And we are whole again." 

The comfort· of our faith is in the future life. "Believe 
in me", He ·says. But how could they when He was going 
away? "'In my Father's house are many mansions: if· 
it were not SQ, I would have told you; for I .go to prJpare 
a place for you." He would not really be absent: He 
would just be home with the F'ather and working .for 
tliem. And they, tru,sting Him, and tru!!ting the Father, 
would have fellowship with Heaven. '0 the pull of the 
etern'al world! And the more you have there, the greater 
the pun! 

When the times ar~ out of joint, and the world is very 
wicked, when bu'siness losses and home troubles overtake 
us, when the body fails and death appears, here is the 
comfort' of our faith, the blessed Hfe 'beyond; 
"If the path I travel leads me ·to the cross, 
If the way Thou choosest leads to pain and loss, 
Let the compensation daily, hourly, be . 
Shadowless communion, blessed 'Lord, with ·Thee.· 

"If there's less of earth-joy, give, Lord, more of H~aven; 
Let the Spirit praise Thee, though the heart be riven; 
If sweet earthly ties, Lord, break at. Thy decree, 
Let the tie that binds us closer, swe..eter be."· 

. The comfort of our faith is in the coming of the Spirit. 
i'he Lord Jesu's said He would not leave us orphans, He 
would send the Comforter, that is, the Advocate; the 
Defender, the Pleader. They thought they would miss 
Jesus. They would not know whom to ask the truth. 
But the Paraclete would be the Spirit of truth. ·They 
thought the Lord wou,ld be absent, but He said, "I wiU 
come to you in the Spirit." 

When Chri'st was glorified, the -Spirit came. What did 
He do? What does He do? He came' to do three things: 
first, to bring Christ',s words to their remembrarice. It 
is to this that we must trace the inspiration of our' Gos­
pels: Second, to testify of Him .. It is to this we owe the 
explanations a'bout the person of Christ, His cross, His' 
resurrection, and His coming again, that we find in the 
Epistles and the Apocalypse. Third, to guide into all 
truth: This is the origin of our New Testament. Where 
else do you find the truth about God? 

And the Holy Spirit comes to everyone who believes, 
to remind -him of Christ, to make Him real, to give an 
understanding ._of things spiritual. . 

Would you have the assurance of His knowledge? 
Would you enjoy the comfort of our faith'? Thete is 
only one way. Jesus'said, "I am "the way." He is the 
truth. That is, the revelation of the divine mind. He 
is . the life. That is, -the communication of God to the 
souls of men. And so He is the only way to God. 

He is the divine Way. God is the goat Jesus Christ 
says, "I am the way." Can you imagine any man saying 
that? Can any mere human say, "He who has seen me 
has seen the Father"? Of course not. The relation of 
Christ to God" 'is more than mere morality. It is not 
just the perfection of His goodness He means. If in 
seeing Christ you see the Father, He is of the divine 
essence. He is God. 

That is why 'HIs one life can save the world. ~ lad 
once 'asked his father how tlie death of one person could 
save 'a whole world. The father took him·.to the farm:" .. 
yard, and asked: "Whose life is worth most, that horse's, 
that fowl's, or yours?" "'Mine," answered the 'boy. 
"Which is worth most,' your life, or the lives of a thou­
sand such creatures?" "Mine." "W·hy?" "Becau'se I 
belong to a higher"species." Christ belongs to the highest 
realm. He is God. Thus one drop of His blood is 'price 
enough for ·the salvation of all souls. 

So He is the saving. Way. We all could go to the 
Father',s' house if it were not for sin. Because sin was 
upon us all" the Son of ,God came "'to put away sin by 
the sacrifice of ,himself." At the cross the ju'stice Qj 
God was sati08fied, and the mercy of God flowed free. 

Thus He i,s the victorious Way. He said, ~'I will come 
again and taKe you to myself." Th~ Saviour Who died 
and rose is the Victor-and the Victor for you and me. 
We may have fellowship with Him now, for "truly our 
fellowship i's with the Father, and with his Son Je-sus 
Christ." By Him we may have victory over death, its 
sting removed, its terrors vanquished, its nature merely 
going home. _ . 

By Him lilt last wHI be victory in the world. When 
He left. His disciple!!, He came' again in His Spirit at 
Pentecost. He takes every heliever at death to Himself. 
But there will be a finai coming; a glorious return when 
the kingdoms of this world shall become, in reality, the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of' .Jlis Christ. Hallelujah! 
We are on the winning side. In' view of this we may 
have peace even in war. 

--
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If 'Christ is the Way, you ·had better take that Way. 
Trust yourself to Hi·m. "If it were not so, I would 
have told yo~", He says about God and the future life. 
There is no one else in this world who knows. There 
is no one else you can 'believe. There is no one else who 
can give the comfort of faith. It is Christ or chaos. 
Make it ·Christ. 

The Defence of the Gospel 
Sometimes a certain party will say with an air oj. finalit>:: 

"We do not need to defend the gospel; all we ne~ to do IS 
to preach it. The truth will defend itself." Well, as to its 
charo.cter the truth needs no. defence. But the idea that we 
are not to defend the truth as against the misrepresentations 
and attacks of errorists is not well taken. . 

When Americanism is ·attacked, it is not enough simply -to 
proclaim the doctrine of Americanism. We must also com­
bat anti-Americanism and expose its fallacies. and dangers. 

When moral codes and sanctions are attacked, clean people 
are not only to contend for moraUty, but also against im-
morality. . . 

If our homes are attacked; we shall not only stand for our 
homes, but 'against the traducers and attackers. 

When the gospel or other Biblical truth is proclaimed and 
error comes along with its misinterpretations and misrepre­
sentations, . the minds of people must ·be cleared of these 
things and fortified against error that the truth may have 
unhindered sway. God and His tl'luth are not weak and 
need no defence in .tkemselves, but God has ordained that 
we not only stand for Him and His truth but also against 
their enemies. . . 

. Paul commended the Philippians for their fellowship WIth 
him "in the defence and confirmation of the gospel" and said 
that he was ,tset for the defence of ·the gospel,." as well as 
commissioned to preach it (Phil. 1:7,17). "Striving together 
for the faith of the gospel" with his fellow Christians, he 
both proclaimed the truth ot God and defended it against 
the errorists (Phil. 1 :'27). 

Instead of just oozing "sweetness" in the presence of er.ror, 
as worldlings demand of the preacher, there were occasIons 
when the apostle was "'bold in our God to speak unto you 
the gospel of God with m"uch contention" (conflict.> (I Thess. 
2:2). This could mean mward or outward conflIct or both. 
At Thessalonica it meant both-he stood for the gospel and 
against its opposers. Sometimes it is sufficient just to de­
clare the tru·th; there are other times when it must be 
preached and its traducez:s .definitely opposed and ·their. fal­
lacies exposed. God's mInIster must be ready for eIther 
aoUl"Se. In no case should pellSOnal animosity be the issue .or 
the governing spirit, ibut the truth of God in the love of God. 

Concerning certain rabid legalists who opposed the gospel 
of grace and taught that a mixture of gr:ace and works was 
necessary for salvation Paul said: ''Wh~8e mouths must be 
stopped" (Titus 1:10, 11). HoW' could that be done? It 
could not (and cannot) be done by simply preaching the 
truth and spraying the expollents of error with religious 
;perfume. The truth itself had to be positively and com­
passionately proclaimed' and the false teachings of the error­
ists 'had to be definitely exposed. "The defence of the gospel" 
was necessary. We are to "contend earnestly- for the faith" 
(Jude 8). . 

We are to "contend earnestly" for the faith. The Greek 
is epagoniz-esthai-epi-agonize-and it is ·the strongest word 
in any language, as far as I know, to express intensi·ty of 
struggle. It occurs in the New Testament o~ly here. W~ 
are to agonize to enter the strait gate, but we are to e,n­
agonize for "the faith once for all delivered un~ the saints:" . 

. This, then, is the supreme struggle for our exIstence. I~ IS 
more important that "the f.aith" .be maintained than anythIng 
else, yea,· than even our own salva~ion as individ·uals. We are 

. to agonize for the latter but ·to epi-agonize for the former. 
We are not to let error alone; we are to attack it with 

all our force and contend' against it with all our strength. 
Of course we must use no wrong means or methcSds, but our 
whole power should ,be exerted against error and in favour 
of the faith. The oft-quoted utterance of Gamaliel has done 
great hann: "Let them alone; for if this counselor this 

work ,be of men, it will come to nought; but if it be of God, 
ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye ·be found even to fight 
against God." There is not a heresy but has sought shelter 
behind this utterance. And it is quoted as if it were S'cripture 
and therefore binding. Luke, by inspiration, simply tells 
us that Gamaliel said this, but nowhere is it intimated that 
the saying was right. Alii. that -the Bible is responsible for is 
that Gamaliel did say it. Many things are quoted in the 
Bible that are not Scripture at aH. We are told what the 
devil said on certain occasions, but never is a statement of 
the devil endorsed. Neither.is this statement of Gamaliel, 
approved. Men do not argue in such fashion about the 
practical affairs of life. A farmer does not let weeds alone 
on the plea ·that "if they be of man they wiU come to nought, 
while if they be of God, I cannot destroy them, lest haply 
I ,be found even to fight against God." When the yellow 
fever appeared in New Orleansi the medical authorities did 
not accept Gamalielis~ and say: "Let jot ~lone, for if it be 
of man it will come ·to nought, but if it ·be of God we cannot 
check it, lest haply we be found even to fight against God." 
Such superlative nonsense is tolerated only in the matters 
of highest importance; only in .religion .. Alii. that weeds can 
do is .1'.0 p'revent a crop. All that yellow fever can do is to 
destroy hfe; while error destroys the soul. Hence while we 
are to contend against all that is hurtful, we are to epi­
agonize against error.-T. T. Eaton, in Faith and the Faith. 

So there is to be the clear, positive, compassionate, loving 
proclamation of the tru·th itself. But that is not all. There 
must also be on occasion the defence of the truth against 
heresy and hereti·cs. Indeed, is one really loyal .to the truth 
until he is ready ,to contend for· it against the traducers, 
ready to suffer and die for it if llecessary? A part of the 
obligation of the Lord's ministers and churches is to "Preach 
the word." But there is' a companion obligation, "Repro1Je, 
·,·ebuke, exhort with alllongsuffering and doctrine." The man 
who is too cowardly to do it is not fully loyal to the truth, if 
he has any real loyalty to it at all. 

The New Testament minister is commissioned to "preach 
the word" and is also "set for the defence of the gospel." He 
is not to sit on the fence with .the gospel! The langu~ge is 
"set for the defence of the gospel." And .surely, the preach­
ing ·and the defending are both desperately needed to-day! 
Are the Lord's ministers ready for it? Are the Lord's 
churc'hes ready to support them in it? iMany, ·perhaps the 
most of them, are. The rest of them ought to be.-Baptist 
and Reflector. 

TRACTS 
"ScriptuTe for Seekers and Soul Winners" 

,Good tracts are sometimes 'a problem, though their use in 
Christian witness is a necessity. For years Jarvis Street 
Baptist Church has made a practice of :pr8!lenti-ng each en­
quirer WLth a copy of a booklet entitled, Scripture for Seekers 
-and Soul Winners, compiled ·by our pas"tor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 
Here fifteen pages 'are fiHed with the word of God in answer 
to the two basic questions: first, W.hat must I do .to be saved? 
and second, ,What must I do when I am saved? These 
Scripture·s 'are arranged by topics for ready reference and 
:6or the clear presentation of ·the su·bjects. Of COUl'lSe, under 
the second question the matter of 'Christian baptism is pre­
sented scripturally. Every passage in the '~ew Testamen·t 
is listed . 

Here then is a good tract to distrIbute to the ·unsaved and 
the newly converted. Here, too, is a good ·memory course 
for the would-be soul winner: let him memorize the Scri:ptures 
quoted with the reference for each. Our new edition is of 
size to s\Oip into a :business envelope. 

In order to help' othel'S spread the message of life and 
of obedience, we are offering ·these tracts for sale at 2 for 00, 

. 25c a dozen; $2.00 a hundred, postpaid. Send your order for 
a su'pply to Jarvis Street Baptist ,Chureh, 130 Gerrard St., 
TaOronto, 2, Ontario, to-day.-B. 

The head of a prominent theological college which 'a11 its 
friends think to be outstandingly Protestant, said .recently a·t 
a 'gathering of ministers that Pope Leo XIII ought" to be 
included il} the church calendar among the "saints"! 

1 
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ANT,I-SEMITISM 
\ Yesterday, To-day, To-morrow 

Delivered in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Thursday Evening, February 26th, 1941 
, I ' 

A Lecture 
" , By Rev. W. Gordon Brown, M.A. 

(Part III.) 

Now what of TO-MORROW? What is the solution'of 
this complex and perplexing problem? T,hat is a hard 
question, and needs a Solomon to answer it, but we may 
venture a suggestion or tw~. ' 

"Moses" Become "Mosley" 
To begin with, ASSIMILATION is evidently not the solu­

tion. Judging from his history, the Jew, like the 
Hebrew prophet the sea-monster swallo~ed, cannot ,be 
digested. Intoxicated w.ith European culture, German 
Jews have tried to ,be Germans, but the Nazis soon found 
out who were Aryan'll and who were not. In ,this cou'ntry 
Jews may change a syllable ,of the name Moses and get 
Mosley, or alter a couple of letters in another name and 
get Gordon, but they are still Jews. The big business 
Jew I mentioned said to me: "I am an American. Judaism 
to me is not a, nationality, only a religion." But he also 
said, ~·Hi.tler makes the Hebrew J ew-consciou8.", If we 
may believe Ludwig Lewisohn, himself also a Jew, ~ 

"01l1' assimilationist may never think a 'Jewish 
thought or read a Jewish :book. In the essential char­
acter of all his passions as we}!! as his actions he remains 
a Jew .... The cause of modern anti-Semitism is assimi­
lation, the occasion of modern anti-Semitism is war." 

If assimilation is not the solution, is PALESTINE? 'In 
part, most certainly. ' 

Israel has always shown Some degree of homesickness. 
They would -not "forget thee, 0 Jerusalem".11 At the' 
end of the ,Passover, they say: "We eat' this Passover 
here, next year in Jerusalem." The Marranos of Portu­
gal, 5,000 families of Jews, have ·been in the Roman 

'Church since 1500,; ,but when Portugal a few 1'!ars ago 
granted religious liberty, a large group of them asked 
the Jerusalem rabbinate for' readmission to the Jewish 
faith, saying, "We.'. . never cease speaking, of our re-

'turn to Jerusalem." 
The turning point for the history of Palestine to-day 

is, of course, the Balfour Declaration of 1917, for the 
granting of which a Jewish war scientist -influenced 

'Britain. Ben Samuel wrote in 1920: 

"Half in hope, half in fear, 
Stood Israel by San Remo's gate, 

Thither summoned to appear 
For decision of hIs fate. 

"Joy and gladness fills the earth. ' 
Ever,. heart thrills through and through: 

, Israel has received re-bir.th, , 
The World 1;0 itself proves ,true." 

,Since then ·much has been done to reest&'blish "the 
land of Israel". In 1918 there were some 60,000 Jews 
in Palestine. 'At the end {If 1938 there was an estimated 
native population of 1,485,285, with some 999,000 Mos­
lenis and 411,000 Jews.'" In 1926 there were 13,910 reg-

istered immigrants, bu~ the Depression, and it41 financial 
stringency,.....-or was it "stingency" ?-for a time reduced 
that. Egged on by outside anti-British influence ("Pal­
estine'has become the front door to the East"), the 
Arabs fought a civil war against 'further Jewish immi­
gration. 'But in 1935 there were 64,147 registered im­
migrants; in 1936,81,671; in 1987, 12,475; and in 1988 
(the latest date for which figures are as yet available), 
15,263.- Of this last, 5,952 were Jews from Germany , 
,and Austria, and 8,108 from, Poland." It is estimated 
that between 1922 and 1938 the Jew. increased through 
immigration by 261,079.-

The Blo880ming Wilderness 
The accomplishments of the last few, years liave been 

amazing transformations, and parts like the Pla-in of 
Esdralon, that were almost a desert waste, have :been 
made 'to "blossom as the rose". King, George V. Jubilee 
Forest is a million cedar, cypress, ~tc~, planted' on the' 
hills of Nazareth. ,Before this war we could buy J a1fa 
oranges in Toronto, and I must say I liked them bet­
ter tlian Sunkist of the same price. 'Between 1922 and 
1938 the production of vegetables in ,Palestine rose from 
13,681 ,tons to 109,082; and that of melons, from 20,210 
to 114,805 tons." 

But only a small part of the land has "b~en trans­
formed. Industr.y, electrIC power from old Jordan, and 
building of a fine harbour' at Haifa (now too smaD) , 
and other things have kept pace with agriculture. In 
1988 the Government of 'Palestine had a surplus of 
£2,400,889." 

Nor has the cultural- element 'been neglected. Think 
of the effect o~ the, reviving of the Hebrew language. 
Yiddish, akin to German, was .the tongue of nine-tenths 
of Jewry; 'but Eliezer (.Perlman) ben Yehudah, for 
twenty years looked upon as crazy, did not die in 1922 
until he had seen-and heard:-his dream, Hebrew as 
the spoken tongue of his people there. Education from 
the, primary grades right up through the University on 
Mtount 'Scopus- is carried on in what was once to the 
Jews what Latin is to the Romani.t. 

But what has the re-conquest of Palestine done for 
Jewry, outside of the Holy Land? Much. It offers, pro­
viding the Arab-Jew differences are settled, a unifying 
bond for the Hebrews of the world. It gives them 'a voice 

-111., p. ID. "111., p. a .... 
, -111., p. a29. 

"111'1 P. DL Compan F. E. Clark, 1. Cl&rld'. 0- COIItIt!J" Po IC, pub.. 
llsbed n 1914, ''the Present decadent eciDdltlou of Palllltine'. 

" Blu Boolc p. 1187. -, 0 

- W~th a i.CLaol qe (6-1&) popU)atlon of Mos1ems and aome othera of 
248,000, there were of all .... 88,660 PIIpll8: bat for the Jew .. with IICIIooI 
age population of 88.000. there were 74.408 pupils In 1988 (ib., p. C64). 

G Psalm 187 :6. 

"It Is only seldom that an Arab sIrI-1rGeII to HhooI: the1lo,a,'.. far .. 
thai caD 110 'to schOol at all, 800n -.e. a.-u.. theJo an requln!d to wwk ' 
at home." (L. FIU'II8Oo Palati.. 011 tIN En. Po 160.) , , , 

"The Jews an tbhV per cent. of the Paleatlu, poP\llatloD. Th., JIQ _t,. per cent. of the tuea. TbBl' ~ DiD.,. per eent. of the IIIIltllre." 
.. PaieaU". Blu Book .. 1988, P. 828. ' ,(2'1Ie .C"_rM 2'1_. If.ueh 8, 19.89.) 
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among the nations through ,their official Zionist Or­
ganization. It has provided at least a hope for Jews 
who are hopelessly down-trodden in Poland, Germany 
and elsewhere, for here is a place where, in time, they 
may become, as tIley are nowl1ere else, a self-determi,n­
ing . people. 

But the Zionist ideal presents many limitations. For 
one thing, to -buy back the land, for 'most of it a' few 
Arabs own, is very costly. Then, even if the Jews' owned 
all of it and used all that is usable, a conservative esti­
mate of.. the possibilities of Palestine without Trans­
Jordania is "that it would support not more than three 
million people (the present populati~n totals 'about half 
that), and there are seventeen million Jews in the world 
to-day. 

. A New Day?, 

No, for these and other reason'll, Palestine offers only 
a partial solution of anti-Semitism. The final 9ne, when 
it comes, must be S~IR1TUAL. 

Among the last word,s of the Lord Jesus are these 
of significance: ' 

, "Jerusalem shall be trodden down by' nations till 
the opportunit~es of the nation~ be completed"; .. 

and that word is take.n up by ·Paul in Romans, wbere 
speaking of the rell!!;ion of national Israel to the Gospel 
of the grace of God, he says: 

"Partial callOlUsness has come to Israel untH the fulnesa 
of the nations come in, and thus all Israel shall be 
saved." , 

"For if the casting off of them be the reeoncitiation of 
the world, what will the reception ibe if not life from the 
dead?'· 

, Is ,there a curse upon the Jews? Their history looks 
like it. But if our interpretation of these Scriptures 
be right, the curse will be lifted. Ar~ we seeing the 
beginnings of this new day in our time? ,A new Jerusa­
lem has been planned and is ',being ,built. Over balf of 

. the population of Jerusalem is now ,Jewish. Furthermore, 
there is a manifest change in the Jews' attitude toward 
Jesua. Most Jews are now ashamed of the infamous 
Toldoth Jeshu, the Talmuiiic -birth story of Jesus, which 
everi Thomas Hardy descended so low as to use. There 
is a Life of Jesus in Hebrew by Rabbi Klausner. The 
Jewish novelist, Sholem Asch, has recently publi'llbed a. 
novel based on the life of The. Nazare1&8, offering splen­
did background, though the writer has his own 'axe to 
grind. Voices may now be heard, even among the, ortho­
dox, acknowledging that He was the greatest of the 
Jews. ' I repeat the \ question: Are these the first-glim­
mering'S of the dawn of a new day? 

Dr. R. H. Glover, the well-in,formed author of Wor~ 
Wide Missions, say'll," "The Jew has ,becom:e a factor 
of prime importance in every civilized nation." Yes, 
and he 'is bound to Ibe a tremendou~ force for good or 
evil. A Chaasid rabbi prayed thus: "0 Lord of the 
world, redeem Israel; and if Thou wilt not, redeem the 
Gentiles." 'We may pray: "0 Lord of the world, redeem 
Iarael and redeem the Gentiles, Amen." . 

.. Luke 21 :24. III 11 :26, 18. 111 • 

.. RevIsed edition, p. 829. 

The N ~w Testament,,~ be foUowed by. the Old, in a modern 
'English revision of the work of the exiled priests aot Douai 
and Reims in the sixteenth century; has now been iB1lued in 
the States. "Tidings" .becomes "news", ''the Holy Ghost" is 
called "the Holy 'Spirit", and "Whence therefore hath he all 
these thing~ ?" appears as "Then where 4id he Ket all this?" 

Vicarate Apostolic Incorporated 
Hon. L. 'OOTE moved the second reading of ,Bill C2, an Act 

,to incorporate the Roman Catholic Episcopal Corporation of 
James Bay. . 
. He said: Honourable senators, this is a BiU to inco.l"porate 
the Right ·Reverend Henri Belleau and his successol'l! as a 
corporation sole, under the name of The Rom'an Catholic Epis­
copal Gorporation of James ,Bay. l,t ,appears that the jurisdic­
tion of ,the Right ReveNnd Henri Belleau, who is Vicar Apos­
tolic 'of the Vicariate -Apostolic of James Bay, extends over 
two provinces; 'hence the neces'sity of seeking incorporation 
by Act of Parliament. ,When the Bm is Nad a sec.ond time, 
I shall move ~at it be referred to the ,Standing Committee on 
Miscellaneous Private ·Bil~ls. 

.Blight Hon. ,M'r.MEIGHEN: As I am not on the Private 
Bills Committee, I should like 'to mention a point or two 
here. 'I presume this ,Bill is in the same' form as many othel'8 
Df 'a similar charae-ter, 'but one thing in it struck me as rather 
peculiar. The chureh dignitary to whom the honourable 
gentleman Nfers is himself incorporated, and his successors 
in that office succeed him as the incorporated person -from 
~ime to time. The cOl"poration, 'which c.onsists of one man, is 
entitled to become the owner of certain assets,the only re­
striction being that the real estate 'assets must not have an 
annual income value of over $50,000. The thing that struck 
me as rather odd was that although it is clearly contemplated 
tbat these assets iWould be Df great v'alue and importance, 
th~y may be disposed of by the one incorporated person, with 
the consent in writing of ,two clergymen chosen -by himself. 
That may be the method usually adopted, but it does seem to 
me so.mewhat peculiar to include it in legislation. We c.ompel 
the incol"porated person to consult two ciel"gymen before dis­
posing of read estate, but ,these clergymen he may choose 
himself. That is not much of 'a check. Another odd feature 
is ,~at the Bill does not define what !is meant by 'a "clergy­
man." I should think that under the present wording tale ' 
incol"porated person could call in a cler:gyman of the United 
Church.. . 

Hon. Mr. COTE: Honourable senators, I can assure the 
right honourable gentleman that the Bill is in the form 
uSI1'ally foHowed in such cases. I am convers'ant wital a g,reat 
many of the Acts incorPIOrating dioceses in Ontario for in­
stance, and adl ,these, whether passed before Confederation, 
by .the late .Province of Oanada, or afterwards, by, the Legis­
lature of Ontario, are in virtually the same words as these, 
and the provisi9ns fQr the disposal of 'Property are Hkewise 
vi'l'tually the same in all. The Nal purpose of inc.orporating 
the Arehbishop of a diocese as a corporation sole is to give _ 
him by statute the corporate status which in England a bishop 
or the holder of 'a certain ,positWn !in the church ,has at com­
mon law, the right of succession in law. He is given tale right 
to hold lands, to sue and be sued, and so on; in short, adI the 
ri,ghts of a corporation. In .order to avoid,the trouble and in­
convemence of 'having to transfer ,to his successor, IIlpon the 
death of a holder of a see, the 'Pro.perty held by him in trust 
for the diocese, this means has bet}n adopted by .our legisl'a­
tures almost from time immemorial. If the expression 
-"clergyman" needs clarification, no doubt the members of 
the MisceHaneous Private Bills 'Oom.miittee will look after 
·that. . 

Hon. Mr. DANUURAIN,D: ;1 did not have ,an opportunity of 
. studying the BiIll closely. I Hlied upon the statement that 
it had been examined by our late Law Clerk, ,Mr. O'Connor, 
and given his approval. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Bill was 'read the second 
time.-The Deba.tes 0/ the Sena.te, April, 1941. 

BAPTISTS AND DEMOCRACY . 
"Baptists and all other democractic religious bodies have a 

very great stake in the preservation of democracy and in the 
makin,g of a democratic world. This is not to be sought as 
a primary objective, 'but must ,aaways be kept in the circum­
ference of our ,thought and effort 'as 'a -by-,prDduct, a concomi­
tant, of our fundamental programme of evangelization and 
Christi'anization. A genuinely democratic environment is 
most favourable far .the growth and progress of free ehUl"Ch 
bodies; and :their g.rowth in num~ers and in power, and .the 
pro~ress of their doctrines and ideals!,. make for democracy 
throupout the world."-Dr. Gaines !:S. Dobbins in Ca.n a. 
Religt0U8' DemocrlJ.C1l SU'I"Vil1S'I . 
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. Hess the Great Question Mark 
To -millions of people around the world the name Hess 

'has become a question mark. Nobody knows what to 
believe. There seems to be a disposition at least to p.ope 
that his sudden appearance in Scotland indicates some 
break in the Nazi Party. We doubt whether this is true. 
One man's guess is as good as another's, and this is our 
guess of one of the possibilities: Germany recognizes 
that Goebbels' lie factory cannot produce anything that 

'can deceive the British people. In other words,the 
verbal lie has worn out; and so it may be they decided 
to drop a Jie incarnate from the clouds. If. Hess be the 
fanatical disciple of Hitler he has been represented, and 
if ,he has not changed, he mIght be willing to risk his 
liberty and his life by taking this 'astonishing flight to 
enemy country, and then professing to reveal all the 
plans of Germany. ' 

It would be dangerous to belie~e anything Hess says. 
It is our-opinion that the wisest course would be to lock 
him up safely, and forget him, but to have some few men 
of discernment about 'him who would carefully watch 
for any undesigned and. involuntary revelations ,he might 
make. But anything he says about Hitler and his gang 
ought to ,be disbelieved unless and until· it could 'be cor­
roborated by indisputable proof from elsewhere. This 
is our guess. You may take it or leave it.-T~ T. S~ 

NEWS OF CHURCHES 
Union of Regular Baptist Churmea of Ontario and Quebec 

337 Jarvis Street, Toronto, 2, Canada. 
REv. W. S. WHITCOMBE, Secretary. , 

More News from Norland 
In a lebter dated M'ay5th, Pastor F. Vaughan writes: "We 

. have often read of how .the Lord has assisted other pastors 
in ,their buHding .programmes. We never doubted these testi­
monies of His liberality, and now from practical experience 
we are able to witness similarly. The Lord is opening His 
'hand to us in a wiOnderfw way. Just after I had posted your 
letter last .Monday, a gentleman and his wife called in. I 
had met them once before, about two years ago. This man 
occupies a prominent position in .the :Canadian General' Elec­
tric, and had .previously informed me 'by mml that he wished 
to have a paort in .the instaHation of the electrical equipment 
in our new building. He ,told me last MiOnday that he wished 
,to have -the privilege of doing the whole electrical job. He 
promised ·to supply ·at his own expense all equi'pment, fixtures 
and wiring material, and as if that was not enough, he 
promised to 'pay .the electricians for the work of installation. 
YiOu, I am sure, and others wiH rejoice :with us in this. splendid 
and valuable contri·bution." 

Memorial Tablet Unveiled at Central Baptist London 
One of the outstanding features of the East~ Su~day even­

ing service was the emplacement of a giant silk-Union Jack, 
which will remain permanently in the auditorium, and the un­
veiling of a ibronze tablet to Mabel Buckingham Dallimore, 
for whom ,the flag is a memorial. Mrs. ·Dallimore. was a char­
ter member of Central Baptist Church, the wife of Artn.uT 
Dallimore, and the mother of Mrs. James Lind and Rev. 
Arnold Dallimore of Orangeville. 

Temple Baptist, Sarniil 
"We most assuredly had a grand time last Monday night 

acting.as hosts to the Briscoe Street Young People's Society 
from 'London. There were thirty of ,them who made ·the trip 
·and in all there were about seventy at ,the meeting. They 
put on a splendid meeting for us with special 'singing, musical 
numbers, with a scriptural contest and a fine message from 
Miss .olive Martin. Everyone ·was happy :and could not help 
but enjoy the full and interesting programme. Of course; we 

must not neglec·t ,to men.tiol1 the tine social time we had 
together afterward when the young 'ladies of Temple served 
sandwiches and cakes and coffee. Now we are looking for­
w~~ ·to visiting London on the' 24th of May."-Temple 
TidM&gs,' 

Among OurselveS 
Devoted to Activities and Interests of Former. Students of 

TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY .. 
Rev •. Chas. McGrath has resigned ,the !pastorate of iNiOrwood 

Baptist 'Church, Edmonton, after a successful ministry . in 
which 'a number were added .to rtlie church and congregation, 
and the debt upon the building substantiaHy reduced. . 

Mr. Bert Cockburn is ,to address the interna·tional conven­
tion of Kiwanis Clubs in Atlanta, Georgia, 'next month. He 
and M:r. -Brockington are the iOnly Canadian speakers. M·r. 
Cockburn will do ,some supply preaclrlng while in Geor-gj.a. 
Mrs. Cock,burn will accompany her husband. 

In a persona:llet1ler from Pastor D. S. Dinnick, Maple Grove 
Baptist 'Church, is the following: "Yesterday·a ,lady of sev:enty . 

. years found the Saviour. What a joy it was to lead her to 
the Saviour! How humbled I:was before Him for this joyful 
experience !"~'. . 

"Jehovah's Witnesses" 
A recent writer in the Toronto Globe aM Mail apropos of 

"Jehovah's Witness" says that they "are not pro-German nor 
in any way opposed :to carrying on the war". 

They are not pro-German. 6,000 of their number aanguish 
in Hi·tler's concentration camps. But they are "opposed to 
carrying on the war". RusseIlites,as they used to be called, 
are pacitists. Fourthe:f, they are opposed to a:I.l government as 
Satanic. It is just for ·this opposition ,to ,the war -that the, 
are rightly 'SUPP~S8ed for the duration. Yet they continue 
to circulate thelr literature surreptitiously. For instance, 
this office received two copies of ·their ,paper C07l.8olation which 
had been unfolded and wrapped inside a comic magazine to 
be sent through the customs. Again, one of our .members 
received two of RutherfiOrd's address in a pamphlet ,pu·t into 
the service box last week.-B. 

F8lIing Star Fatalities 
How unfortunate it is that those nine Eskimo murders were 

over 'an inter:pretation of the New TestaJ;nent relative to the 
second coming of Christ I The Eskimos read that at that time 
"stars w:ill fall from heaven". Last February ,they saw a 
falling star. 'Differing interpretation led to one man being 
shot in the back, another shot by a bullet through the IWindiOw 
of his igloo, and a young ,gil'l1. being clubbed to death 'by her 
brother. 

"Another Eskimo woman believed Christ was due to· ar­
rive immediately after the flash of the star faded and led 
a multitude .before her, without their clothes, iOn to the 
ice of Hudson Bay. They froze ,to death." 
Two men 'and a woman now await trial for murder at IMoose 

Factory, They are said to be unconcerned and happy!--:B. 

Mr. Eliot Janeway said some peculiar things in Life the 
other day, but here is what he says about Quebec: 

"The timid, unimaginative Mackenzie King Govern­
ment continues to be blackmailed by the crudely pro-Axis­
French-Canadian minority, an ideal Nazi Fifth Column 
. . . Ottawa's job is ,to declare independence from the 
Axis transmission belt in French Quebec." 

No wonder Quebec's premier was so upset he made ·a speech 
in reply in the legislature. He claimed Quebec is quite 'loyal 
and is doing her part nobly. 

America's War Department has appropriated $12,816,880 
to_ build 604 chapels in posts, camps and stations throughout 
,the nation, for Protestants, Catholics and Jews, llach to seat 
400, each to have an electric organ, There is one chaplain 
for each 1,200 men. . 
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Bible School Lesson Outline 
Vol. 5 Se.eond Quarter Lesson 21 May 25, 1941 

OLIV~ L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 

Lesson Text: Mark 16. 

Golden Text: "Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was cruci­
fied: he is risen; he is not here: behold the place where 
they laid him"-Mark 16:6. 

. Parallel passagell:. Matt. 28; Lk. 24; John 20. 

I. The Comfort of The Resurrection-verses 1 to 8. 

Scripture teaches that Christian women have a ministry to 
perform for the Lord (Acts 21:9; &om. 1:6:1-4; Phil. 4:3). 
Faithful. women offered Christ hospitality, gifts, sympathy 
and affection as He went about Galilee. Among them :were 
Mary Magdalene (Lk. 8:1-3), Mary ·the mother of James 
(Matt. 27:55, 56; Mk. 15:(0),-and Salome. These devoted 
oneil were last at His cross (Mk. 15:40, (1), but first at His 
-tomb (Mk. 15:(7), and Mary .M·agdalene was honoured by 
being the first nwrtal to whom the Lord appeared in his re-
surrection body (verse 9). J • • 

What a natural touch is given to the sacred history of this 
event by the mention of the forgetfulness of .the women! In 
thei·r eager haste to present their offerings of spices they had 
not stopped .to consider the barrier in their way (Mk. 15:(6). 
In true love there is an element of ·abandonment, a holy reck­
lessness which, like the flood tide, will not br.ook delay or dis­
appointment. AU our .thoughts and energies should ,be IIlnified 
and controlled by our ·persona:l love to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The angel comrrtented on ·the women's seax:eb for the Sa­
viour. Blessed are they who seek Hiin with fuU heart, for 
they shall surely find Him ('Isa. 55':6; Jer. 29:13; Acts 17:27). 

not imply th!l't exactly eleven persons were :present. Thomas 
was absent, and Judas was no longer with them, so .that only 
ten of .the original twelve ·were there. Other believers may 
have ,been with the ten disciples at this time. 

Subsequently to the day .of His resurrection from the dead 
OUT Lord ·appeared on at least five occasions d'llring His forty­
~ay sojourn on -the earth: (1) to the disciples on ,the follow­
mg :Sunday when Thomas was present (John 20:25-29)' (2) 
to ,the seven disciples beside the' Sea of Gali:lee (JfJhn 21:4-14)' 
(3) ·to over five hUll.dL'ed in Galilee (1 Cor. 15:6); (4) ~ 
J'ames (1 Cor. 15:7); (5) to all the apostles (verse 19; Matt. 
28:16-20; Acts 1:3-12; 1 Cor. 15:7). . . 

In this day of unbelief many are prone to say that it does 
noJ; matter ~hether or not Christ aotually rose fnom the dead. 
But upon ·this fact our Lord based the validity of His claim 
to be the Son of God (Acts 13:32-37; Rom. 1:3, 4). "He is 
risen, even as he said" (Matt. 28:6). Had the body of Christ 
remained in the .tomb, we should not have been a.ble to trUst 
any of. His ,!ords or works (Acts 17:31; 1 Cor. 15:14-19). 
IGod ra.J.sed HIm from ·the dead to prove to alI that the sacri­
fice of His Son had been accepted (Rom. 8:33, 34), to give 
me!l a token fJf His 'power (Acts 2:22-27; Eph. 1:19, 20; 
Phll. 3:10), to assure them of .the possibility of the-resurrec­
·tion of the spirits of .believers now (John 5:25-29; Rom. 6:4, 
5 .. 8; Eph. 2:1), and of their bodies 'at the coming of Christ 
(Rom. 8:11, 23; 1 Cor. 15:20-23, 51-57;'1 Thess. 4:13, 14)., 
Ill. The C9mmand after The' Resurrection-verses 15 ·to 18. 

The disciples who had witnessed the raising of Christ from 
.the dead were sent forth to !proclaim the glad news ·to the 
whole world (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 1:8). In fact, one of :the 
qualifications of an apostle was his personal conviction and 
experience fJf the resurrection (Lk. 24:46-48; Acts 1:21, 22; 
1 ,Cor. 15:8~. We who trust in a living, powerful, ever­
present SaVIour should hasten .to .teB others about Him. 

The Holy Spirit also witnessed to th~e things (Acts 5:32). 
In~s!ll'uch as the believers were tc,l be energized ·by the 'Holy 
SpIrIt, Who came among them In ·power after Christ had 
'ascended into heaven, they would ,be able to :perform exploits 
(John 14:12; Acts 4:33). Some of the ,gifts of the Holy Spirit 
seem to have been designed to give miraculous .tes-timony to 
·the truth fJf .the gospel in the early apostolic days, but they 
were apparently withdrawn later, when ·the testimony was 
established ('Compare 1 Cor. 12:28-30 with Eph. 4:7-11). 

IV. The Climax of The Resurrection-verses 19, 20. 
The ascension of Christ into heaven showed ,that His work 

on earth had been c;ompleted (John 16:16-28; Acts 1:9; Eph. 
1:19-23; .4:10; 1 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 1:3). The climax of His 
resurrection came when He was received up into heaven 
(Acts 2:32, 33; 5:30, 31). 

What gre8:t comfort othe angel's message gave to the an­
xious, sorrowing women! The fearful 'and the anxious may 
:take new cou·rage ... for their Lord has destroyed the :power of 
their toe (Heb. ~:14, 15). The sinner may rejOice in the 
comfor·t of sins forgiven, for ,Christ met .the claims of the 
law, and deprived Satan and sin of .their power to enthrall 
.the one who will !l!ut his trust in the risen, living Saviour 
(Rom. 10: 8, 9; 1 Cor. 15: 56,57). The sorrowing find eon­
solati.on in the hope that their loved ones in Christ sha:ll rise 
again, since He has vanquished death (;Rom. 6: 9,10; 1 Thess. 
4: 13-18; Rev. 1:18). He is the . Resurreetion and .the :tife 
(John 11:25,.26): Let us with joy ~raw near the em1!ty gra,ve .In the ;purpose. of God thos.e who have iden~ified themselves 
Ij.nd behold the .place where .the Vlctor once was laId. WIth Chnst m HIS death, bun'a:! and resurrectIon are regarded 

Having loved His own, the Saviour loved them unto .the . as h~ving ascended· with Hi~ into the heavenlies, where He 
end (John 13:1). iPeter, the disciple who had denied his Lord, r~ma.J.ns. as. our Representa~Ive ('Rom. 8:1~, 17, 2~-30; Eph. 
but who had repented fJf his sin, received a special token of 1.10, 11, 2.4-6) •. He ever liveth to make mte~sslOn for us -
his Master's grace, mercy· 'and love (Mk. 14:66-72; John 21: at the F~ther's nght h~nd, ·and one day He WIn come for us 
15-17). 'But for the personal'invitation to join the Master in and receIve us unto .Hlms~lf (John 14:3; Heb. 7:16, 23-25). 
Galilee, Peter might have thought that he cou:ld no longer ~e ~hall the~ be WIth HllIl for ever more (1 Thess. 4:17; 
be classed as a disciple. The Saviour calls aH His :wandering 5.10, Rev. 22.3-5). 
Olhildren to return to Him, for He will abundantly pardon ,....---------------------­
(lsa. 55:7; Jer. 8:12, 18, 22). 

II. The Conviction of The' Resurrection-verses 9 to 14. 

It was important that the related events of the actual death 
and bodily resurrection of Christ should be well established, 
and for this reason the Scriptures give clear and indisputable 
proof of these tw:o truths. Evidence of the death of Christ 
was demanded before Pilate released the body for ,burial, ·and 
this is recorded (JfJhn 19:31-35). The proof of the fact of His 
resurrection is equally· convincing (Acts 1:3;' 13:30, 31; 
1 Cor. 15:1-8). 

At least five 'appearances of Christ are recorded as oecur~ 
ring on the day of His resurrection: (1) to Mary Magdalene 
(verses 9-11; John 20:11-18); (2) to other women (Matt. 
28:9, 10); (3) to the two disciples on ·the way ·to Emmaus 
(verses 12, 13; Lk. 24:13-82; (4) to Simon Peter (Lk. 24:34; 
1 Cor. 15:5); (5) to the disciples except Thomas (verse 14; 
Lk. 24:36-43; John 20:19-25). The term "·the !lleven" (verse 
14) is used as a collective ·term for the disciples and does 
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