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·The Gospel Witnes~ Is Discussed in Parliament 
Following is the official report from Hansard, March 4, 1941: 

MR. W. R. M'CDONALD (Pontiac): Mr. Speaker, dur
i"ng the course of the debate on this resolution reference 
has been made to the suppression of, certain newspapert'! 
and pamphlets on the ground· that they were subversive 
of Canada's war effort. In spea:king to the resolution I 
wish to refer to a newspaper or pamphlet which, while I 
do not go so far 'as to say it is subversive of Canada's 
war effort, is, I do say, subversive of national unity in 
Canada. I refer to a pamphlet or paper entitled THE 
'GOSPEL WITNESS edited 'by the Reverend T. T. Shields, 
who, I understand, is pastor of a church in the city of 
Tor«;mto. 

I do not know' how I come to be favoured wi,th the 
receipt of these copies, except that, the contents of it 
'being of a\very insulting nature to-the Catholic faith and 
the members of that church, the reverend g·entleman 
th(>ught he was privileged to add injury to insult and 
forwarr;l copies to .the Catholic membert'!o 

It would take me all afternoon to read all the articles 
contained in these several copies that I have before me, 
with Itheir insulting references to the Catholic church 
,and its members. I will not taike up the time of the 
house except to give one or two excerpts 60 that honour-
8Ible members will have some conception of what is con-

• tained in this sheet, published by a clergyman belonging 
t!> a· religious denomin8ltion which I respect, as I respect 
the members of every denomination throughout this 
country;. 'That respect which I give to the members of 
other denominations and to the religious belief of every 
other, I expect to be given to mine. Consequently ins 
not in anger but ra,ther in sorrow that I shall give these 

,excerpts. 
, In the issue of this journal of January 2, 1941, there 
is an extract from a sermon .preached in Jarvis Street 
Baptis.t Church, Toronto, on Sunday evening, December 
29, 1940. One clause reads: 

",So is J,t of that religion which makes a man only a 
·part of a great church. 'That is Roman Catholicism. 
Roman Catholicism is religious tQtaHtarianisln. ,Salvation 
is in the churoh. Everything is to be ·sacrificed for the 
chu·rch j .the indivddual' does not count .. That is not Ohris-

'l;ianj and that view, 'Whether appLied to -the state or to 
religion, is essentially pagan and anti-Christian. 

In another issue the same gentleman, this time giving 
a title to liis sermon-''The Protestant ,Samson and the 
Papal Delilah"-writes:' I 

"I shall never advocate any degree of appeasement 
anywhere at any time with popery. It is a religious 
raA:ket, an organization !Which exdsts to make merchandise 
of -the souls of men. The more 1 know of it the more 1 
am dr-iven .to the conclusion that its officers must either 
,be suffering from some terr.i:ble delusion or othel"Wise 
they must be outright knaves. It seems impossible to me 
to ,believe that any reasonable man can seriously !believe 
t1he burlesque of ,ChristiaIllity that calls .... itself Roman 
Catholicism. . 

, I know how vicious it can be. 1 know very well that 
its agents sometimes ,reckon they are doing God service 
when they aA:tually kill. . The bloody history of the 
Roman church proClaims th8lt fact." , 
Speaking in t·his house as a humble member of that 

church, and, I believe, speaking in the names. of four 
millio~ Roman Ca~holics .throughout this country, I pro
te~t WIth 'all the VIgour of my manhood against the pub
lication and circulation of such material. . T·hus the rev
erend gentleman throws his gratuitous insults into the 
faces of the 'C8Itholic population of this country. This is 
his conception of his duty as a religious leader to preach 
the doctrines of unity amongst all classes and creeds who 
so arilently desire the unity of our people during ·\he 
most critical period in the history of our country. 

I should like to ask the members of ,this' house and the 
pe9ple of the country whether, in their opinion, such 
expressions and 'statements as I have just cited tend to 
Ibring 8Ibout the unity which we so strongly desire in 
Canada in this most cri.tical time of our history. It is 
not for me to pass judgment upon the Reverend gentle
man, but I respectfully remind him of the words of the 
Master: "A new commandment I give unto you, that 
you love one another." I would ask that he respect this 
commandment and preach this doctrine of love instead 
of hatred. . 
. MR. JOHNSTON (Bow River): Does that apply to 

Jehoyah's Witnesses?' 



, 
2 (590) THE GOSPEL WITNESS March I 3, 1941 

MR. Mt:DONAiLD (Pontiac): I am not speaking of 
Jehovah's Witnesses. I am dealing with these . articles 
wh'ich are 'before me at .the present time. I know nothing 
aibout Jehoovah's Witnesses and I have nothing to say 
against' them. 

MR. JOHNSTON (Bow River) : It should surely apply 
to everyone. . 

MR. DUPUIS: They have just as much love for Cath-
olicism as· the others. . 

MR. McDONALD (,Pontiac): After all, this church of 
which the reverend gentleman speaks so derogatorily 
has weathered the tempests 'and storms of two thousand 
years, and not in this year of grace 1941 can this rev-' 
erend ,gentleman, doughty warrior though he may be, ' 
hope to ma'ke her rock' upon ,her foundations or bring 
a:bout ,her destruction. Feeble indeed will be his effonts 
,to ,blast this roCk of ages. 

Since the :beginning of this war, on divers occasions, . 
especially over the radio, our beloved King, the president 
of the United States, the· worthy Prime Minister of Can
ada, ,have ,pointed OUlt 'to the peoples of their respective 
countries that in this time of crisis we need divine help, 
that it is our duty to pray for divine assistance. With 
that idea in mind-and these sentiments, might I say in 
passing, are .wonthy of the men wh9 uttered them-an 
invitation to prayer on the part of the .canadian people 
for themselves 'and our aUies in this war was issued. 
The Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec a few weeks ago 
issued a proclamation setting aside ,a certain Sunday as 
a day of ,prayer throughout .that province. The ,great: 
service in .the province was held in Notre Dame cathedral 
in Montreal. The worthy Minister of Justice (Mr. La-. 
pointe) was an invited guest there and also was invited 
to recite a prayer. This 'Prayer I have. before me. The 
reverend gentleman 'about whom I have heen talKing 
must even criticize that atUtude on the part of the Lieu-, 
tenant~vernor and the clergy of the province of 

.. Quebec. I quote .part of the prayer which, the Minister 
of Justice read on that occasion, 'and I ask honourable 
mem'bers and the people of this country if there is any
thing in it which might not ,be said :by any member of 
any denomination in 'Canada to-day. T'he portion I read 
is this: 

French""Canadian population of the province of Quebec 
s·tood loyally by and saved Canada for the 'British em-pin(. 
Nevertheless .the old bogey of French Canadian disloyalty 
must be trotted out to_ serve the purpose of selfi-sh indi
viduals. 

Again this distinguished gentleman, in an article ap
pearing in the "same paper, entitled "The Religious 
Aspects of the Sirois Repor.t", wri tes as follows:·, 

"But the indisputable fact is that ,tihe ,Roman ,Catholic 
_Church like a malignant rparasdrte, has fastened itself 
upon the ,body of Quebec -and i.s draining it of the last 
drop of its b1<iod, red~~ing it to so~thing tittle b~tter 
tha.iJ an emaCIated polItical skeleton, If the repol'lt IS to 
be believed." 
That is, the ·Sirois report. 

And then this same malignant parasite stretches ,out 
its tenacles, and th·rough a 'handf,ul of French :Canadians 
led ,by Mr. ,Ernest Lapointe' seeks to :wrap itself about 
the vitals of the :whole drominion-dncluding thls province . 

.. And on what grounds does Quebec demand these ex
ceptional favours? Her surperJor loyalty? Her unusual 
service in peace or in war? '~e ~p().rt tells u~ she ~as 
against us in ·the last war, and Imphes that'she is agamst 
us !in thls. The report tells us she was against us in the 
last war on religi()us grounds: on the same grounds .she 
is against us in this. In the~ last war she was agaInst 
repUiblican France because of its 'anti-clericalism'. . . . 

-'She was behind in enlistment in the last war: she is 
behind in this. I can only assume that F'rench-Cana
mans, left to bhemselves, would '~e as loyal as other 
Canadians of other racial origins ... " " 

That is a gem, Mr .. Speaker. "French Canadians left 
to themselves would be as loyal a's other Canadians of 
other racial ori.gins." The French ,Canadians of this 
,province are as loyal as Canadians anywhere and have' 
not to blush for their loyalty in comparison with any 
others. The article continues: 

" . . . and in the inSistence of tPremier King's chief, Mr. 
Lapointe, thaA; this report sh()uld be considered' nQIW, there 
is 'an attempt, under a specious plea for ·national unity, _ 
to fasten a blanket mortgage on the whole d'ominion in 
the dnterests of the chu'rch of ,Rome; thus to compel non
Romanist tax'payers, whether they' like it or' not, in
directly to contribute to the propag8lt~on of Romamsm. 

,~We in the province of Quebec, Mr. Speaker, admit that 
there is a certain element there that are probably not as 
anxious -to do their 'bit in connection with the war a-s 

"We humbly beg of Thee, 0 God of mercy, ,to have others. But also we know the history of these few people, pity on us and to give us victory. Especially give to 1m ha 
humanity the vdetory oi right over might, ,the victory of we ow ,w t brought I8Ibou,t the increasing numbers of 
justice over injustice, the victory of charity oVer egotism, that nationalist body some years back. I do not want 
the victory of Thy divine rights over sacrilegious USUl"p- to gO into political matters, 'but in order to get the back-
ations." ground of an argument sometimes i,t is necessary to 

. That is part of the prayer recited by the Minister -of bring out these things. A certain body in the province 
-Justice on behalf of the Catholic lay ;popuI'8Ition of the of Quebec, whose a,ttitude at the time Laurier was in 
provin.ce of Quebec. Yet even that has been held, up to - power ,was one of opposit'ion to the naval bill, were en
ridicule by this distinguished clergyman in the city of oouraged Iby the ,then Conservative body in Quebec to 
Toronto. Nothing that can be done from th~ Catholic fight against the Lilberals. In order to afltain victory in 
point of view but must be criticized and held up to ridi- 1911 the 'Conservatives ,financed these men, who were 
cule. And we, numerous 'body that ,we are in this coun- preaching a doctrintl of rather 'less ,than loyalty to the 

-try, are supposed to do like the ostricll, ,hide our heads British Empire. What happened? In .the election of 
in the sand and take this abuse from him. 1911 victory was -achieved 'by the ,Conservatives chiefly 

In sermons and speeches of this kind it is also the becau'se of the number of seats gained in the province 
habit and the custom to speak of :the loyalty of the prov- of Quebec, and ever since that day we have had to fight 
ince of Quebec. That must 'be always ,brought up. It this nationalist body. Lt will be recalled that only a 
wouId seem -to me that this question has been before this year ago last fall the Minister of Justice .took his pol
house on diver-s occasions, speeches made and reflections itiool life in -his hands when ,he went ou't and fought that 
on Quebec loyalty and answers given thereto; and the natioonalist body in the provinciaI campaign. The result 
answer made was clear enough and dis,tinct enough, that is well known, the Lirberal party came back to power. 
if to-day from the flagstaff of these buildings there flies Only last spring, in the federal election, the Minister of 
the union jack it is because on two Vhistoricoccasions the 'Justice, together with th~ other ministers and all mem-

r , , 
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bers from Quebec, fought the sa~e fight. The result is 
well know.n to-day; a majority of the'voters in sixty-five 
constituencies out of sixty-.five iIi Quebec returned Lib
eral members, supporting this administration, the party 
~nity which is carrying on the war. That was the answer 
of- Quebec at that time; that is her answer to-day .. I 
said a majority 00 -the voters in sixty-five constituencies 
su.pported the Li'beral pa~ty. There is a single exceptio'n, 
but thllt does not prove, my statement Ito' Ibe incorrect. 
The gentleman who represents the nationalist body in 
this house is here by virtue of a decidedly minority vote. 

It' was only after very serious considera.tion, sir, that 
I decided to bring this .matter to the attention of tile 
house, realizing as I do .how difficult it is to discuss these 
!ssues without having wrong motive~ imputed, as well 
as the danger of causing divisions among our people. 
Never~heles-s in the interests of n~tional unity I felt it 
my duty to do so. No racial or religious. difference 
divides -the gallant men who are serving in our army, 
our navy and our air force; and it is my humble opinion 
and belief, sir, that ~he people ot Canada desire to con
stitute themselves a solid unit behind those gallant men 
in a coordinated effort to prosecute this war to ultimate 

'-victory. Could.my words reach the ears'oo the reverend 
gentleman -whom I have ·been discussing this afternoon 
I would respectfully .submit to him that in the' interests 
of ,peace and harmony in our country, and for the sake 
of the cause which he claims to have at heart, he should 
refrain. from the publication of these articles. In the 
event of his refusal to do so, I would suggest that the 
Minister of Justice, who is char.ged with the enforce
ment o·f the defence of Canada regulations, that THE 
GOSPEL WITNESS :be su·ppressed for the period of the 
war; on the ground !that the articles .published therein 
are subversive of nSitional unity .. 

AN OPEN LETTER TO MR. W. R. 
McDONALD, M. P., PONTIAC 

By the Editor 
I learn ·from press reports that in the House of Com

mons at Ottawa, Tuesday, M·arch 4th, you did me the 
honour o{ discussing THE GoSPEL WITNESS and its Edi
tor. I have now before me the official report of the 
House of Commons Debates for the date named, and the 
full text of your address to the Hou-se on that occasion. 
As I have not the privilege of answering you on the floor 
of Parliament; I must use the only other way open to me 
and address you in the form of this open letter. 

Let me first of all express my 'grati,fication that you 
endeavoured, from your point of view at least, to be 
fair in your discussion of' the· subject. This, I" infer 
from your .remark in the opening paragraph which was 
as follows: 

"1 do not go so far as to say -it is subversive of Can
ada's war effort." 

One feels comfortable always in dealing with an honour-
. a.ble opponent, for it is well known that ~t is easily poss-' 

iQle to win at any game by the violation of its rules. 
Christian apologists are in duty bound to "contend 
earnestly for the faith once for all delivered unto the' 
saints"; :but while they strive, they must be scrupuli:msly 
careful to "strive lawfullY". This, though I entirely dis
ag.ree with your conclusions, I believe you have en
deavoured to do. 

/ 

At. the outset I would venture to lay. down the prin
ciple which .1 endeayour always to observe in discussing 
matters relat~ng to the RomSin Catholic Church, namely, 

. that I have no personal quarrel with individual Roman 
Catholics as such. I believe they 'are in error, 'but I am 
prepared to credit them with sincerity of faith and pur
pose. In this I distinguish sharply between the indi
vidual Roman Catholic and the Roman Hierarchy. While 
I believe the ,term, Roman Catholicism, ·j.s synonymous 
with the grossest superstition, and that it is itseJf 
utterly unscriptural 'and therefore un-Christian, I have 
no doubt 'that 'many devout Roman Catholics have, .by . 
the grace of God, managed to g,et through the .mass of 
Catholic superstition to 'Christ;. and through per
sonal faith in Him, have been born again, and are 
genuinely Christians. . 

In my addresses and ~articles, my criticisms have been 
levelled, not against individual Ca~holics, but against the 
Roman Catholic Church 'as an organization. -1 .. have re
peatedly, with. gratitude, recognized and acknowledged 
the loyalty of many Roman .Catholics,numbers of whom 
are found in the armed services of Canada and "the 
Empire. 

You claim to speak "in the names of four million 
Roman Catholics throughout this country'~. I think-it is 
probable that the implication of your words, that four 
million Roman ·Catholics would approve your objections, 
would, on examination, be found to be somewhat exag
gerated. It is the way of the Catholic Church to claim 
as Roman Catholics all who in infancy, and' without 
choice of their own, were what the Church· calls "'bap
tized" into the Catholic Church. It is\probably tr~e that 
because the Church endeavours to control the children 
through its own educational institutions from infancy 
forward, the majority being thus brought. up within the 
confines of Roman Catholic influence, of their own choice 
in later life, continue in communion with the Church. 
But vast numbers of people who are called Catholics by . 
the ,Church are not in ap.y true sense Roman Catholics. 

Judging from such "cross sections" of the Roman 
CathoHc' PQPulation as I have had opportunity to study, 
I ·feel the utmost confidence in saying. 'there are hun
dreds of thousands of people who are listed as Roman 
Catholics who never attend a Catholic Church, riev~r go 
to 'Confession, or to Mass; and, indeed, repudiate all con
nection with the Church. Many such quite regularly 
attend Jarvis Street Church, and sco.res of such people 
have come to me to be married. However, the Roman 
Catholic population in this country is large, and I have 
little doubt that you speak for the majority of those 
who are really at heart Roman Catholics.· 

National Unity 
I note that your contention is that my articles and 

addresses are "'subversive of national unity in Ca.-nada". 
I am very glad that you recognize the necessity for such 
unity at ·such a time as this. I was myself much exer
cised over this matter at the time of the general election 
la·st March. I gave a grea.t deal 'of thought to 'it, and at 
las't delivered an address on Monday evening, March 
11th, 1940, to nearly two thousand people. The address 
was published in pamphlet form, and I shall' send you a 
copy with this letter. 
. Copies of 'this address were used ,by various co~
mittees of the Liberal party in support of Mr. King 
and his regime. In that address I spoke with the utmost 
sincerity when I -said: . 



\. 

:> . 

4 (592) THE GOSPEL ·WITNESS March I 3, 194 I 

"I honour ·Mr. King and his 'Government particul~lrly 
for ,this one .thing, that when A'berhart in the West, and 
He~urn in .ontario, and Duplessis in' Quebec, were doing 
theI·r Ultmost to effect the disintegration of ,Confedera-. 
tion, and to blow this 'Dominion to smithereens, they 
wisely held ·the balance, and by moderate control, secured 
.the unity of Canada, for this great effort ~n the war." 
I believed at that time that Mr. ~ing could do more 

to unite the peOiple of .Ca~ada in a great war effort than 
could Dr. Manion, and I therefore supported him. I 
had no idea at the time of the price ·Mol'. King intended 
to pay for this so-called "unity". In common with many 
thousands of others who voted for the King regime in 
the last election, I have been sadly disillusioned. My 
eyes have been opened, and I have learned, as I shall 
proceed to show, that such unity as now obtains, has 
been effected only by complete submission to Quebec- . 
and to Quebec as controlled ,by the Roman ,Catholic Hier-
archy. _ 

And before I follow your example by quoting from 
speakers arid writers on your side of the question at 
issue, allow ·me to say this: Protestantism is being regu
larly and 6ystematicaHy attacked by the Roman Catholic 
Church .by the use of the radio, with the -full approval 
of the Canadian 'Broadcasting Corporation. That medium 
of puiblicity which ought to belong to all the people is 
being practically monopolized by the Roman Catholic 
Church. I have myself ,been attacked by at least one 
Roman Catholic speaker whose broadcasts are attributed 
to the "courtesy" of the Canadian Broadcasting Corpora
tioll, which ,I assume means that they do not pay for 
their time. But -I am not allowed to reply even though 
I offer to pay full radio rates for the privilege. 

Always An Appeal .To Force 

Through its own publications, and through 'the daily 
press, the Roman Ohurch is continually ,making veiled 
attacks upon Protestantism. To thi,s, we offer no ob
jection. If a Roman Catholic sincerely 'believes what 
he professes, then it is his ,bounden duty to do his 
utmost, by means of the eX/position of his principles, and 
the use of persuasion, to convince others of what he 
believes to be the truth. My only objection to such 
propagation of Roinan Catholicism is that the Roman 
Church claims full Ii'berty for herself to proselytize 
others, but when others reply she never discusses the 
questions at issue but immediately makes an appeal to 
some form of force. 

Upon that, you yourself insist. There is no attempt 
to meet the argument of THE GOSPEL WITNESS, but you 
say that in the event of my refusal to refrain from the 
publication of my" articles, 

."1 would suggest to the ·Minister of J.us~ice, who is 
charged with the enforc~ent of the Defence of. Canada 
regulationsi that THE GoSPEL WITNESS be suppressed 
for the period of the war, on the .grounds th'at the 
articles .pU'blished therein are subversive of national 
unity." 
It is against that prinCiple, to quote your own words, 

"I protest with all the vigour of my manhood." A 
Roman Catholic paper published in :Manitoba says of 
THE GOSPEL -WITNESS Editor, "He must be stopped." 
The Catholic Record" of London again and again says 
practically thes'ame thing. And now on the floor of 
Parliament you join the chorus by declaring that THE 
GOSPEL WITNESS be "suppressed". 

Suppose some of us should ask for the suppression of 
all the Roman Catholic periodicals? ,Suppose some of us 

should demand that these Roman Catholic speakers be 
banned from the ·radio? I hav.e no such inclination. I 
believe in absolute freedom of speech; and· you are wel
come to denounce me inside of Parliament and outside, 
as much as you like. The 'Catholic press may call me 
nasty names, and condemn me as roundly as they please: 
I shall not complain. But while there ,is breath in my 
body, I shall demand, and shall exercise, the British 
right to protest against the teachings of Rome religi
ously, and to denou·nce her political machinations. 

Premier Godbout in Ontario and in Quebec 

So therefore let me ask, Who is it that is distu~rbing 
national unity? Premier Godbout of Quebec gave an ad
dress in Toronto on December 4th last, at a joint meet
ing of the Empire and Canadian Clubs' of Toronto, on 
the subject of Canadian unity. I cannot .review the 
add.ress: I am content to qllote his closing paragraph, 
in which he said: 

"If my visit here were to result in the closer draw
ing together of 'Our two provi~ces, which are the head
stone of ,the entire edifice of ,Confederation, I should 
thank God that ihe had made of me the hum'ble linstnt
ment of a great work, and I should invite Y'O!l, Mr. 
President, G"entlemen, to come in turn to the PrOVInce of 
Quebec, to bring us your message of unity." 
But less than a month before, November 17th, in a 

speech delivered in PlessisviH~, Quebe<;, and reported in 
['Action Catkolique of November 18th, Premier Godbout 
s'poke as follows: 

"The 'Mobilization Law is ,the most anti-imper.ialistic 
that has ever ibeen passed in this country. This law adds 
absolutely nothing to the powers which ,the ~ederal Gov
ernment already possessed. On the contrary, it rest:rains 
the powers of Ottawa. The Federal Government had the 
per:feot right ,to mobilize the resources and the citizens 
of this country for overseas service. The Mobilization 
Law adds o~ly one 'clause to the,previous sta.tutes, and 
that is a restrictive clause. Tibis clause decrees that the 
mobilization of able-tbodied men can take place only for 
'the defense of the country. I defy anyone to prove that 
the law adds anything to the powers of ·the government 
of Ottawa. 

"I hope that you will understand the incommensura'ble 
impor,tance and merits 'Of that legislation. We are a 
minority in this cou,ntry. The English, who came here 
after u's, are more attached to England than we are, and 
bhat is easily understood. They would like to have seen 
conscription established for overseas service. But a little 
handful of French-'Canadians led by M. Ernest Lapointe, 
dictated its will to the country." 

("Nous somnne8 ';£ne 'minorite en ce 1JaY8. l .. e8 An
gui,i8 qui 80nt arrive8 ici, apr68 noUB, 80nt plus at
tache8 que nOU8 Ii l' A ngleterre et celd, 8e cO'T1llJ!"end 
par/aitement. ll8 auraient voulu que la conscnption 
Jut etablie pour 8ervice outre-mer. Mai8 une petite 
poig'Ttee de Canadien8 /ranr;ais, conduite 'P0Ir M. 
Erne8t Lapointe, a dicte se8 volontes au pays.") 

Let me respectfully ask you whether such a speech as 
. that would be likely to minister to 'Canadian unity? Or, 
delivered in French, was it intended to ,be heard only 
by French-Canadians? This speech, so far as we ·know, 
was never repor,ted .in any other English-language paper 
of the Dominion; it was THE GOSPEL WITNESS that first 
reported it to the country. I do :not question the accuracy 
of MI'. Godbout's contention: it has long been quite evi
dent that M. Ernest Lapointe is the real Premier of 
Canada, and that the Fl'ench ... Canadians, hold'ing the 
balance of power, have really "dictated their will to the 
country". 

In yC;lUr speech to the House,·you s~id: 
CIA majority of ,tihe voters in siXity-five constituencies 

out of sixty-five in Quebec returned iIJi.beral memibers, 

{ 

....• 
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su.pporting this administration, the· party of uni.ty which 
is carrying on the war. That was ·the answe~ of Que.bee 
at that time· that ·is her answer to-day. I saId a maJor
ity of the ~oters in sixty:-five ~onstituenci~s suopported 
the llberal par;ty. There IS a smgle exceptIon, ,but that 
d·oes not .prove my statement to .be incorrect. T.J1e gentle
man who represents the nationalist ,body in this house 
is here -by ;virtue of a decidedly minority vote." .'-

What "The Party _of Unity" Is Doing 

You are pleased therefore to call the present adminis
tration in Ottawa, "the party of unity", ·boasting of the 
practical unanimous rSupport of the .Province of ·Quebec. 
That being true, will you be good enough to explain to 
me why, according to official Ottawa figures, between 
October 1st, 1939, and October 31st, 1940-

, Ontario enlisted 72,000 men. 
Quebec enlisted 34,000 men, 

and some hundreds at least of the 34,000 credited to • 
Quebec were enlisted for Quebec regiments in Toronto, 
and perhaps elsewhere in Ontario. Does that look as 
though Quebec were the major partner in the "party .of 
unity which is carrying on the war"? It would seem to 
me that nothing could be more destructive of Canadian 
unity than such a speech as you delivered in the House 
of Commons. " 

Once more. There has been much discussion in the 
press of Canada, of Canada's war effort, and there seems 
·to ,be wide-spt-ead dissatisfaction with the progress that 
is being made. But 'it must not be supposed that the' 
papers-the daily press, or such insignificant journals 
as THE GOSPEL WITNESS-who have ventured to express 
their disappointment that the Government is not offer
ing more energetic leadership in Canada's war effort, by 
their criticism have any intention of promoting disunity 
among the people of Canada. The Honoura,ble C. D. 
Howe charges The Financial Post with sabotaging Can
ada's war effort because i,t has dared to complain that 
the minister's department is not doing half enough. 

The Prime Mini·ster spoke somewhat warmly in con
demnation of The Globe. and Mail and the Montreal 
Ga.zette, because of their criticisms of the Government; 
and there were some ve"i1ed threats in the speech which 
seemed to" imply that unless certain papers behayed 
themselves, and" talked more softly, they ·might be 
brought to book. Perhaps the Government might do so 
temporarily, but I am positive there"would be a sweeping 
reaction to any attempt to "suppress" any of the paper·s 
who exercised their right to criticize the actions of the 
Government of the day; and especially if such "sup
pression" were effected on religious grounds. 

If a foreman, overseeing a company of workmen, were 
to observe a group of men to be slackening their efforts. 
and should exhort them, and even comman4 them, to 
take their place with the other workers, and pull their 
full weight in the general enterprise, could such an· one 
reasonably be charged with jeopardizing t)1e unity of 
that working staff? I heard Mr. King, in the last 
election, declare most. strongly that the real l~ulers of 
Canad"a were the people of Canada; that while the Gov
ernment was responsible to Parliament, Parliament as a 
whole wa!\.. respon~ible to the people. And it. was to the 
people he was making his appeal. I sat at, my radio 
and ·applauded his -sentiments, and I would respectfully 
remind you, sir, as a member of Parliament-and mem
bers of the Governmen t and of the whole Li'beral party
that the .people of Canada exercise the functions of the 
foreman. It is the people of Canada who are determined 

to see the war through to a successful issue. And when 
we call attention· to the disloyalty of some elements in 
Qtiebec----a. disloyalty which you yourself acknowledge in 
your speech-we are not seeking to make. matters worse, 
but better. " 

Your speech would imply that the element in Quehec 
that is not loyal is rather an insignificant one. If that 
be ·so, why does Quebec give only 34,000 to the armed 
services, "while Ontario gives 72,000? Mlr. Lapointe, 
yourself, and others, seem to find great pleasure in boast
ing of your majority; and you treat the minority in Par
liament almost with contempt, mocking at the smallness 
of their numbers. Let me remind you that another" elec
tion is coming at some time, and that the present Liberal 
party has before now been confined to the cold shades of 
Opposition. 

A MaJority Can Melt Like A Snowddft 
I remind you that in an emergency, a Premier with a 

great majority i~ -England, right in the midst of war, 
was forced to resign, and the Government was recon
stituted without an election. If only there were a suit
abie leader, sufficiently vigorous to press the battle to 
the gate, the Liberal party might find a still_JIlore vigor
ous expression of. dissatisfaction on tJte part of the peo
ple. of ,Canada. In the la·st election hundreds of people, " 
I should suppose; directly and indirectly, did m~ the 
honour of sharing their problem with me, saying, "I 
do not know how to vote." It was because of that I 
expressed my own views publicly. How many followed 
my example, I cannot say; hut this I do say, that I have 
met thousands of people, literally, with great numbers 
of whom the question now ·at 'issue has been .discussed, 
say, during the last six months, and I have yet .to meet 
with the" first man or woman who is satisfied with "the 
present Government's achievements. 

But to return to the question of forming some sort 
of coalition ip. order to make the Government repre
sentative of all the people, for, small lis the Opposition 
is in the House numerically, it still represents forty-six 
per cent. of the votes cast in the last election;.1 and not
withstanding the solid support received from Quebec, 
the popular vote gave the KirDg regime only four per 
cent. lead over the Opposition. 

• . Mr. Lapointe and National Unity 

Here let me cite a report from The Globe and Ma,iJ.,' 
of, I think, February 25th, 1941, as follows: 

"Amid roars of applause from Liberal ·benches in the" 
House of ,Commons, he (Ml". Lapointe) attacked the 
newspapers "that have been urging a 'broadening of the 
"present cabinet, and declared:-

"'My Province is unanimou·sly opposed to that pro
posal. The mere mention of it rouses such memories 
that it is really a crime to mention the word. I don't 
think I could sit in such a national government and 
claim" to represent my Province, and I believe that if I 
canno,t nobody else can. I beseech the .promoters of this 
scheme to let well enough alone. I implore them not to 
undermine publi.c confidence in their freely elected 
rulers.'· . 

"Mr. Lapointe's declaration against any suggestion of 
national government was 19udly applauded by Prime 
Minister Mac.kenzie King. The House was _crowded for 
the speech and there was no douht that the Lirberal 
members welcomed the stand taken for party solidarity." 
-May I ask if that sort of thing is promotive of Can-

adian unity? Is it not becoming increasingly clear that 
the price of unity is complete submission a,nd" sub- • 
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ordination to the will of Quebec-a will that 'is the politi
cal expression of the pUl'pose of the Roman Catholic 
Hierarchy? Will any French-Canadian dare to set Que
bec up as an example of how to promote Canadian unity? 

More About National Unity 
In Le.De'IJoir of November 2nd, 1940, the Parliament

ary correspondent of that paper, Mr: Leopold Richer, . 
wrote as follows: . 

"French ., Canada' :has suffered, in silence .and submis
sion to d.uly constituted authority, the principle of par
ticipation in ·the European War. Mr. Mackenzie King 
will be the first one to admit that this was an extra
ordinary concession to Canadian unity on the part of 
French ,Canada." 

("Le Cana.da. fraru;ais a subi, dans Ie silence et l'ob6-
. issance d l'autorite dument constituee, le principe de 

egotism, the victory of Thy divine rights over sacrileg
ious usurpations." 
Anyone familiar with the Roman ,Catholic position 

must surely recognize that it is a prayer for the victory 
of ".Thy divine rights"; and it is the teachi"ng of the 
Church that God'·s "divine rights" are centred in him 
who. presumes ,to call Mmself the vicar of Christ. And 
that, preceding the phrase, "victorY over sacrilegious 
usurpations", meant nothing more nor less than a prayer 
for victory in the sense of a universal recognition of the' 
"divine rights" of the Papacy-everything contrary 
thereto being nothing ,more nor less "than "sacrilegious 
usurpations". 

It is true that the Cardinal himself -bade the people 
pray for the King and Queen: my criticism was directed 
against the official prayer said to have been "composed by 
the Archbishops and Bishops of Quebec". But you seem 

la participation a la gue".,.e d!Europe. M. Mackenzie 
King sera Ie premier d admettre que c'etait la, une 
concession extraordinaire a l'unitS canadienne, d8 la" 
part du Cana.da. frant;ais.") 
. This correspondent expresses-and his paper pub

lishes-the view that French-Canada ".suffered in silence 
and ·submission to duly constituted authority" - for 
what ?-"the principle of participation in the European 

• to be shocked because I do not· appraise this official 
prayer at its -face value. You say: 

War.'" \ , 
No matter which way one turns, every French-Cana

dian speaker, it appE!ars, ·both inside' Parliament and 
outside Parliament, insists that the only way to have 
a united Canada is 'for the majority to submit to the 
minority, and to allow-

. "A liUle handful of French-Canadians, led by M. 
Ernest Lapointe, (to) dictate its will to the country." 

Catholic Laity Uninformed ' 
Before I procee~ further, I should like to remark here 

that in no religious body I know of,' are the laity so 
ignorant of the genius of the body to which they pro
fess to belong as the laity of the Roman Catholic Church. 
And in one respect, I say that to their credit; for it is, 
the only reasonable explanation of their loyalty. Roman 
Catholicism is Ii religion of proxy; and if people· can 
believe that the priest stands for them in God's place~ 
having the full power of absolution, it is not difficult to 
understand how people so traine,d· should form the ·habit 
of referring all great matters to the religious experts 
they have -been taught to revere. I have talked with 
educated Roman Catholic laymen who were utterly ignor
ant of the history of their 'Church. They knew nothing 
of her bloody record, and nothi·ng of her political aims. 
. To them, the Church was a religious institution. The 
salvation of their souls, they had ·been taught to be
lieve, depended u'pon the~r suhmission to the IChur·ch in 
all things; and I can well believe that comparatively few 
Roman Catholic laymen would be competent to discern 
the casuistry of the Hierarchy's statements and per-· 
formances. 

Quebec's Official Prayer 

You, sir, object to ~y criticism of the prayer recited, 
as you say, by the Minister of Justice in Notre Dame 
Cathedral. My criticism of the prayer was that it did 
not contain the remotest allusion to the King, or to any 
of his Governments, either in Canad.a or throughout the 
Empire; nor did it refer to any of the armed services .. 
I quote again the passage you quote: 

"We hUmbly lbeg of' Thee, 0 God of mercy, to have 
pity on us and to give us victory. Especially give to 
humanity the victory of right over might, ,the victory 
of justice over injustice, the victory of charity over 

"The reverend gentleman 81bout-whom I have been 
talking must even criticize that attitude on the part of 
the lieutenant="governor and the clergy of the province 
of Quebec." . 
How "High Clergy Lavish Their Marks of Loyalty" 
Why do I do so? Let me give you another quotation, 

a translation of extracts from an article in L' Actiop-t 
Nationale of February, ,1941. These extracts were 
quoted in Le Jour, March 8th, 1941. 

"And the Catholic religion I Although it is-not the re
ligion of his Majesty, all its rights are recognized ev:ery
whel'e in Canada-pardon, in the Province of Quebec, 
because there the minority is in reality the rnajority- , 
but throughout our history, it has been necessary for 
our high clergy to lavish thew mwrks of loyalty in order 
to conciliate the civil authorities, and to hinder them 
from giv.ing ear to certain 'Propaganda th~t nothing 

. disarms ... . That is what O'I1r politicians call national 
unity in equality and respect of minorities, of the liberty 
.of thought, of speech, and of' conscience. In short, 'our 
rights are respected because we do not claim ·them, be-
cause we traffic with them in order to obtain an iUusor'J1 
peace. The only difference which exists between our 
.situation and that of the 'Czechs and ,the Poles is that 
we are more cowardly than they, and do not know how 
to stand up. Neverlheless, OI\lr leaders in all realms 
have a .great admiration for ·these little ,peoples who 
refuse to purchase their tranquility at the cost of their 
national rights, even when they ask us ,to go and defend 
them. Why don't .they follow their example? ... 

"Then they will see if we are better treated than the 
·Czechs and the Poles in .Germany, if National runity is 
really 'possible; 'and they will 'Prepare themselves as 
JOen ,to collaborate or to combat, 'according to the case . 

P. 159: "It is ti.me to 'awake and to make the '~vem
ment understand that we do not approve such a policy 
of war; .nor that stupid policy which consists in sending 
our human capital overseas when our wa·r effort, which 
ought to be and can be, only industrial, even if we take 
the viewpoint of British interests honestly understood, 
requires all our hands and more. Nor, with all the more 
reason, of that policy, criminal in the eyes of every 
Oanadian, which would consist of sending our sons' to 
get themselves killed in defense of a foreign country 
while certain citizens of that country would escape and 
come and take' their place in our factories . . . If our 
workmen have not the technical training required to 
·ta:ke .immediately certain new tasks at home, then let 
them be given the time that is 'devoted to 'preparing 
them for a' military career, and more, if it is necessary. 
Any othe?-" policy would be odiously anti-iCanadian and 
especially disgusting to French-'Canadian~n.pping 
with the··blood of our sodiers killed over ,there .... " (The 
emphasis in the above quotation iii my own.) 
"Throughout our history," this Roman Catholic paper 

says, "it has been necessary for our high clergy to lavish - \ 
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their marks of loyalty in order to \conciliate the civil 
authorities." That is precisely what Cardinal Villeneuve 
did at Notre Dame., He "'lavished his marks of loyalty 
in order to conciliate the civil authorities." 1 repect
fully 'suggest that you make another speech ,in the House 
of Commons with this article in L' Action No.tionale as 
your text; and if papers are to be suppressed,' you .might 
suggest that this should he suppressed, not only on the 
ground that it is inimical to ICanadian unity, but that 
it is subversive of our war effort. .u criticizes the send-' 
ing of men overseas. It objects to "sending our.. sons ,to 
get 'themselves killed in defense of a foreign country 
while certain citizens of that country would escape and 
come and take their place in our factories." It virtually 
tells us there are no "Canadians" but French-Canadians. 
It would he difficult ,to conceive of anything more likely 
to discourage enlistment in his Majesty's forces than 
suob talk as this. , 

It is, however, because there are so many iUu'strations 
of the principle here declared that' "it has ibeen necessary 
for our high clergy to lavish their marks of loyalty in· 
order to conciliate ,the civil authorities." Because such 
ecclesiastical camouflage has obtained throughout the 
history of the Roman Catholic Church people who are at 
all informed on the subject are uni.mpressed by such 
performances as took place in Notre Dame, and to whieh 
you refer. 

"The Religious Aspect of the Sirois' Report" 
, You quote at s'ome length from my. address entitled, 
"The Religious Aspect of the .sirois Report". All I can 
say to you, sir, is that if you have not recognized that 
the Roman Catholic Church, like a horseleach which 
never says, "it is enough," is draining the economie life
blood from the Province of Quebec, and that it is that 
which makes Quebec poor-I say, if you have 'not recog
nized that, I can only conclude that you are' not as dis
ce~in~ as you ought to be. 

Still Another Promoter of National Unity 
Let me give y.ou another quotation. M. Esdras M'in

ville, the President of L' Action No.tioMle, who wrote 
one of the ,Studies for the Inter-provincial Commission 
which produced the .sirois Report, in his pamphlet, "The 
Work of Colonization", published by L'Ecole Social 
Populaire, of which the general Editor is a 'Jesuit priest, 
Rev. 'Father ~rchamlbault, in the last few lines says: 

"A hundred years-that is not lJ'Iluch in the life of a 
people-of methodical effort, and all the ara.ble lands 
in the east of Canada, save perhaps the Ontar,io Penin
. sula, will belong to men of our blood. Then depressions 
can come, as hard as can be imagined: the' France of 
America, with the help of 'God, will be assured of its 

'future." D . ' 

Does that ,sort of thing ,make for Canadian unity-
when objection 'is raised to sending their men overseas 
to get 'killed, and thus to make room for others, 'and then 
we are told that in a hundred years, With the possible 
.exception of the Ontario Peninsula, all eastern Canada 
. "will belong to men of our' blood", and will 'be "the 
France of America". 

You are deeply concerned lest THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
should militate 'against the highest degree of 'Canadian 
unity. Here is a translation of an extract from an article 
1:)y Jean-Charles Harvey in Le Jour, March 8th, 1941. 

"The most nefarious organ of this sect is a little review 
known by the name L' Action Na.tionale. It is the prin
cipal vehicle of all the nationalistic stupidities .• .', 

I alSsume that this review known as L'Action No.
tionale is perhaps the organ of that ele'ment which you 
descri'be 'as "probably not as anxiou,s to-do their bit in 
connection with the war as others." That surely is a 
very mild description of them. But I would call your 
attention ,to the fact that M. Minville, 'whbm Jean
Charles Harvey describes as ''protagoni'st of corporatism, 
and anti-democrat", is the a.qthor,of "A Study Pre
pared for the ·Royal ,Commission on Dominion-Provincial 
Relations", entitled, "Labour Legislation and Social Ser
vices in the Province of Quebec", and; among the supple
ments to the Sirois Report, designated as "Appendix 
5". The thesis of this "Study" 'prepared by M. ' 
Esdras Minville, that Quebec is different from all 
other Provinces, and that the noblest and most charil
aQle thing in' Quebec is the Roman Cath~lie Church, is· 
also the thesis of the Sirois Report. -If Mr. Jean-Charles 
Harvey be correct in bios appraisal of M. Minville, one 
cannot help wondering why such a ,s"ectarian and sepa
ratistshould have been selected for such an important 
"study". 

I ,beg to assure you that I withdraw nothing of what 
I have written. The Sirois Report recommended mea
sures which, would have mortgaged the whole Dominion 
of ,Canada in the interest of the Roman Catholie Church 
I repeat, my quarrel is not with Roman Catholics as 
individuals, nor, with' French"'Canad,ians as a race, nor 
with Quebec. as a Province: if it were not for the ..... blight
ing influence of tpe Roman Catholic Hierarchy, Quebec, 
that Province', with ita people, wouldibe standing as 
wholeheartedly as the rest of Canada' is now standing 
for the righteous cause in which Britain is engaged. 

In the last war, my own congregation gave two 
hundred and ninety-eight ,men to the armed services; 
and in this war, ,it has given all that -have been allowed 
to enter. I have :beeri asked hy scores'of men if I could 
do anything to assi'st them to get into the army. Que
bee has made a. bogey of conscription. The possibility 
of its1being needed in Canada in this war is quite re
mote. All that is needed is strong leadership on the 
part of .the Government, and I am sure there wouold be as 
many volunteers as the army, navy, and air force, could 
absorb. . 

. Advocate Keeping Our Soldiers at Home 
Let me conclude this letter with this special gem ,from 

another member of Parliament. In a recent speech at 
Ottawa, Mr. Pouliot-who is, I understand, with one 
exception, senior to every other member in the ,Domin
ion House outside the Cabinet-referring to the Cana
dian troops already in Britain, said: . 

"I !believe they shOUld he here to protect our faniiLies 
in C~ada, in suffici,:nt numbers .and properly equipped 
to gIve us all a feehng Of secunty." 

'Canada's largest Province, Quebec, furnished eleven 
per cent. of the First Division; and the second largest 
Province, Ontario, furnished forty-four' per cent. And 
now Mr. Pouliot thinks all our soldiers should be at home 
"to protect our fam1lies in 'Canada". I venture respect
fully to say that as long as such sentiments 'are expressed 
by the Prov'ince of Quebec, through its memibers in Par
liament, its Premier of the Legislature, and its French

'language press, just so long shall we continue to call 
attention to their disloyal expressions. 

A copy of THE GOSPEL WITNESS containing this letter 
will be sent to every ,member of 'both Houses of P'arlia-
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ment at Ottawa, and to all members of the Quebec 
Legislature. 

I do not know whether I ·have supplied you with a text 
for another speech in the House of Commons or not, 
'but I hope that I have at least succeeded in making my 
position clearly understood. . Allow me to' subscribe 
inyself, 

Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) T. T. SHIELDS. 

OUR FUNNY COLUMN 
After three and a half years of continual application, 

without a week's respite, the Editor of this paper grew 
somewhat tired, and has been under the necessity of 
taking a rest. He has been so busy earnestly endeavour
ing 10 wake up Canadian Protestants that he succeeded 
in making himself so wide awake as to be unable to 
sleep .. The Editor, however, has 'been steadily improv
ing for some time, and to-day he feels so 'much better, 
. that he !began the day in a mood for a Uttle fun. We 
have often heard that people are 'getting better when they 
are able to have a .good laugh. By that token, this Editor 
cannot be far from the crest of the hill. 

He is minded, therefore, ·to share with his readers 
some of Ithe things that ·have greatly amused him. One 
Wlas a report to the effect that in the headquarters of the 
United Church of Canada-we :believe they call it The 
Bookroom-it was 'being' qui·te freely and seriously said 
that Dr. Shields. was absent from his' pulpit, not on ac
couDlt of sickness, but because he was interned! He has 
spent the time in h.is own house, and he found the' 
story of his internment a very happy joke indeed. 

This morni'ng the Editor turned ·to The Globe and 
Mail. There were some good things ill it, but the "morn
ing smile" was not'up to much. As a matter of faot, it 
had, been misplaced-although no one in The Globe and 
Mail knew it. 'The real morning smile was on the edi
torial page in the form of a letter from Rev. P. K. 
Dayfoot, of Port Colbome; and sin~ 

"A little nonsense now and then 
Is relished by the lbest of men", 

we print Dr. Dayfoot's letter: 
Getting the Baptists Straight , 

In your issue of March 6, we were told that a mem
Iber of the House of Commons 'had asked that 'The 
Gospel Witness', published iby Dr. T. T. Shields, Toronto, 
'be banned. :Lest there should !be in the public mind any 
confusion, 'lei!; dt ibe distinctly stated' that 'The Gospel 
Wd·tness' is not the offici-al organ of the Baptist conven
tion of Ontario and Quebec. That is ''I1he Canadian 
Baptist', published at 223 Church Street, Toronto'. Mem
bers of that convention have no responsibility for any 
other publication. \ 

(,Rev.) P. K·. DAYFX>OT, 
Port CoLborne. 

We ·]mew Dr. Dayfoot some years ago, 'but for years 
have heard nothing from him, have ·not even thought of 
him, and really had for-gotten ,there was such a brother. 
We thought it was rather amusing that,1)r. Dayfoot 
should ever ·su·ppose that anyone should confuse THE 
GOSPEL WITNESS with The Canadiam. Baptist, or The 
Canadiam. Baptist wi·th THE GOSPEL WITNESS. But Dr. 
Dayfoot wants it to be "distinetly &tated that THE 
GoSPEL WITNESS is not the 'official organ of the Baptist 
Conv.ention of Ontario and Quebec." : 

What Dr. Dayfoo.t says is, of course, true. At the 
same time we are inclined Ito believe that the majority 
of Baptis·ts, who are Baptists indeed, irrespective of 
Conven~ion affiliations, would agree with the endeavour 

of THE ,GOSPEL WITNESS to stand for the .great prin
ciples of the Reformation and of Evangelical Christian
ity, against th~ anti-Christian system of Roman Cath
olicism.' I,t is Just such minds as Dr. Dayfoot's which 
make it difficult for any "official organ" of any denomin
ation .to speak as

J 
such organs very often would like to 

speak. 
We should have thought Dr. Dayfoot mig·ht well have 

left the subject of this letter to be dealt with by the 
Editor of The Canadian Baptist, if indeed it were neces

. sary to ·say it at all. We would very gladly share with 
The Canadian Baptist, or any other religious pa.per, the 
honour of contending for the principles identified with 

. the Protestant Reformation. We are of the opinion that, 
however our fellow-Baptists may disagree wi,th us on 
some matters, when the battIe is joined as between the
faith of Protestantism and the anti-Christian system of 
Roman Catholicism, ·few. of them would be inclined to 
take the side of Dr. Dayfoot in an implied apology to 
the Roman Church • 

We are neither elated nor depressed 'by ·the discussion 
of THE GOSPEL WITNESS on the floor of Parliament. at 
Ottawa and the floor of the Provincial' Legislature in . 
Toronto; and we feel confident that the Editor of The 
Canadian Baptist would not be ashamed to be in the 
company of THE ·GOSPEL WITNESS in its anti-Roman 
Catholic attitude. At all events, this we know, the Editor 
of The Canadian Baptist ha's shown us many courtesies 
for which we are grateful. . 

Perhaps we ought not to !be sur-prised that Dr. Dayfoot 
'should ;have availed himself of the opportunity to take a 
fling at THE GOSPEL WITNESS. We have examined our 
armour, and can find no evidence of its having been 
dinted at any ·point. 'In faet, we are inclined to think. 
that his missile, as usual, was a dud. Years ago Brother 
Dayfoot did us ·the honour of writing critically of us 
to The Toronto Globe, under date of April 7th, 1926. 
We will not reproduce his letter here, nor our comments 
upon it except to say this, that in our reply in THE GoS
PEL WITNESS we referred to Brother Dayfoot as "the 
writer of this vacuous epistle". Following that, we find 
in THE ·GoSPEL WITNESS of April 8th, 1926, thIs little 
paragraph: 

"Note: In seeking an adjective to describe Mr. Day-
foot's letter the ;word 'v:acuous' came to oW' mind. To 
gu·ard a.ga:inst any injustice we consul-ted· the 'Standard 
Dictionary which defines the word as follows: '1.. Hav
.in~ no contents; especially, containing no matter; being 
a vacuum; empty; unfilled; void. 2. iLack!ing dntelligence; 
being without ex.pression; blank. 3. Idle; unoCICupied.' 

"Having .read thds definition we concluded .lthe word 
1/aCl.£OU8 was precisely the word required." , . 
From .the'letter reproduced above o~r readers will see 

that Dr. D-ayfoot illl still running true to form. 
We are .glad, for our information at least, that Dr. 

Dayfoot has emerged from obscurity, that he fs well, and 
sufficiently vigorous to wri·te the illuminating letter we 
have printed above. ' 

IN THE ONTARIO LEGISLATURE 
Last week the press reported a discuoSsion of THE Gos

PEL WITNESS on the floor'of the Ontario Legislature by 
the F·rench-Canadian, Mr. A. Belanger, member for' Pres
cott. When he receives a copy of this week's is.sue 
of THE GOSPEL WITNESS,' marked for his direction, we 
ask him please to understand that it'is sent to him with 
the Editor~s compliments, and the' I;luggestion that he 
read our open letter to Mr. W. R. MacDonald, M.P:, Pon
tiac, as a reply to himself as well as to Mr. M'8CDonal~, 

I 

[ 

l 
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BANTING, THE R.A.F., AND THE CROSS 
/ i 

A Sermon by Rev. W. Gordon Brown, M.A. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, Mar'ch 9th, 1941. 

"He saved ,others; himself he cannot save."-Mark 15:31. 

Perhaps the greatest personal loss which the Cana
dian mflitary forces :have suffered so far in this World 
War II., is that,w.nich, occurred just over two weeks ago 
through a.ccident in the w'i-ld's of our sister Dominion of 
Newfou'ndland. The death of our scientist who had 
-become world renowned through his benef'actions to . 
'humanity, and who w'as now doing hi8'hly important 
research f.or our army,_ has made 'our nation mourn. 
Fla'gs at half roast, with the invisible 'flag of death at 
the :head of the mast; a multitude at the service in Con
vocation Hall; parade of representatives of our force's, 
of our universities, of our legislatures, whlIe crowds 
looked on; the last salute at the grav&---!these honours 
but poorly express the gratitude of the people, the 
honour of the country. ' Before the funeral, J. E, Middl,e
ton penned these line's: 

'~My friend, my friend! 
, -,Skilful of hand and ,brain, radiant with youth, 

,Strong in devotion; taktirig wisp's of truth, 
Weaving them in and out" ,by day, ,by night, 
Until 'a ,strange, new pattern lay before his, sight! 

'~My friend, my f.riend! 
An the world 'round his cunrung was acclaimed. 
Honours came fast from Schools forever famed, 
From OasUe Hill to timeless Oxenford, 

.. Until up.on his shoulders lay the Royal lJWord. 
",My friend! Alas! 
'Cold' on a snowy wi'lderness he lies. 
What, matter now that he was great and wise, ..
That, his dear life was like an altar-fl'ame? 
---Save that ten thousand tholUSand rise to bless 

his name;" 

I. 
In Sir Fr.ederi,ck Banting, as in many others' of like 

devotio'n to the truth of creation and the good of 
humanity, we find exemplification of the Christian 
s'pirit., The thoughtless, the cynical, the selfish say, 
Save yourself for yourself. T-he Master taught that the 
way to gr.eatnes's is a lowly path, and he w,ho would be 
greatest must be slave of all" ,T-he Christian way of 
life i$ the road of sa cri'fi:ce. 1l'hose ~h() follow the Lamb' 
may say: 

"All through the world I see a c;ross, 
~ere sons of God yield up their breath; 

There is no gain except thl'Qugh'loss, 
There is iJW life except throug-h death." 

There is a profound saying in the Gospels, w,hich may 
apply ,first to the renunciation of seld: for the 'acceptance 
of the Saviour, and then to constant self-sal;rifice in the 

, interests of the Kingdom of God: "Whoever wishes to 
save his life will lose it;, but whoever loses his life for 
my sake and the gospel',s will save it."· ' 

That spirit of losing oneself for the sake of oth~rs fs 
not found, with possible rar,e ex'ceptions, in -hea'then 

'Mark 10 :43, 44, • Mark 8:36, 

lands; and yet I go so far as to say that even among 
some who may not have made that definite Chri'stian 
profession for which the gospel ,eaBs, there is never
theless RE~ECTION FROM the tea,ching of Christ 
and from its 'supreme example in HIS CROSS, whi~h 
S'hows itself in service to others. 

It is the spirit of HELPFULNESS. Think of the relief to 
untold numbers of sufferers b:rought by Dr. Banting's 
discovery of insulin, relief not only to those who suffer 
from that disease for whose conquest it was sought; 
hut by exten~ion of its use in shock, for the restoration 
of what is sadder than physical disease, 'certain forms 
of mental affliction. The disease w'hich miners dread is 
sili'cosis, and here our scientist was making progress 
against the' ~nemy. Flying at great -heights with unbe: 
Hevable speed has intr,oduced-new and 'baffling problems' 
for medical science. It was seeking their solution that 
Major Banting -used every possible opportunity to fly 
hiros'elf, and there was the reason he was going ,to the 
Old Country by plane. He was seeking to do for others 
w:hat they could not do for themselves, . 

Now in the attempt to save others, there is 'often 
necessary FELLOW-SUFFERING. For this our. Canadian hero 
was rea,dy. For instance, there is a certain leg ailment, 
,common in the army, whose treatment he wis'hed' to 
investigate; so -he gave himself the disease, and, uncom
plaining, suffered S'O from its ravages, that he would be 
forced to sit while lecturing to medical students in 
London. His leg beca.me so bad that some doctors sai-d 
·he would lose it, but he only laughed at them. He who' 

, would save others must suffer himself. v 

But whether by the heJ.pfulness off objective research 
or through the necessity of s-haring human ills in order 
to alleviate them, Dr. Banting sought in a physical way' 
tb save' others. Yet when the plane crashed 'and he was 
conscious for eighteen hours or so, one, naturally 
applied to 'him the words of our text, 'He s'aved others; 
himself Ihe could not save.' 

We 'have said that the Christian principle of sacrifice 
for service is exempJi.fied by many of our men of scienee. 
(Sir Frederick himself, as a young man, seriously con
sidered entering the Christian ministry.) But we are 
justified in saying that the principle of giving oneself 
to save others finds for us a host of exaIJlples in the 
army. There is DEATH FOR . OTHERS. It was 

, "In Flam:lers' fieids, where Poppies grow., 
Between the crosses, row on row," 

,for those men died in the World War I. that we might be 
saved from Kaiserism. The seven hundred and more 
civHians who were killed last month in Great Britain 
d'ied for you ,and me here in safe Canada. , ' 

But our princi,ple is strongly exemplified in the Royal' 
Air Force. Here our finest young men give themselves 
to doing w.hat, within the memory of even the you'ng 
people here, was thought imposs'ible. Through our Air 
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Training Plan there has arisen "an immense migration 
o~ young eagles ready for watchIng and ~uncing upon· 
their wretc·hed prey".· Never can we forget Mr~ 
Churchill's best way of putting it: "N ever in the history 

and accept the designation of king, and reply to the 
penitent thief words of royal pardon, ~'Verily I say unto 
thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise." But in 
order to :do this for. him and f-orall of us, the mockery 
'had to be true. He ,could not s·ave Himself, but must 
give Himself. He mu'st cry in the hours o·f darkness 
"My God~ my G-od, why hast thou ilorsaken me?" ' 

. of human conftict was so much owed hy so many to so 
few." They fight that We may have peace. Those who 
die do so that we may live. With gratitude of heart we 
may apply our text to each of our fallen eagles: 'He 
saved others; himself he could not save'. "Yet once Immanuel's ol"phaned cry His universe hath shaken' 

It went up single, echoless, My God, I am forsaken! ' 
T'he Hfe a'nd death 'of Dr. Banting, the work of the It went up from His holy lips amid His lost creation, 

R.A.F., and other ·ex·am-ples in the world about us, should That no man else need ever ~ry that cry of desolat~on."'o 
remind us that we need not stumble over the central iBut let us inquire from 'what He saved others from 
truth of the atonement. In its height and depth, that which He could not save Himself.. ' 
truth may be bey·ond reason, ibut it is not unreas-onable. He saved others from PAIN. Think of the multitude of 
Our illustrati-ons of it in the life of to-day are far from the sick, that He healed H 'd . '. . 
perfect, hut they.do s'how u.s how much the prin.ciple of . .;,. e sal .It :-vas rIght to save 
representation and sometimes of actu'al substitution hfe ·on the Sabbath d,ay, and He dId It on that day and 
enters into hu~an life . ' , . every .other dar of the week. To Bartimaeu·s !I'e said, 

But "for us men and ~ur salvati-on", in -the evangeIi~al "ReceIve thy SIght: thy faitli ,hath saved thee."'" 
sense of that great word, it is neces'sary to turn from the But from whatever p'ain He :saved men in His ministry, 
cross' reft:ections, h-owever dim, 'however bright, to THE He ·could not .save Himself. It is s'aid of God, "He made 
CROSS ITSELF. . 'him sick".'" Few, if any, methods· of executIon have 

It was in mockery that the ru]ers,' that Is, the reH- been devised :by the fiendishness of depraved ,human 
.' gious leaders, united against the Man on the cross. nature, w·hich are more painful than cruci·fixion. T·he 

SeparatIst Pharisees joined worldly Saddu.cees in the Roman' Cicero said that no fellow Roman s'hould even 
'bonds of hate." It was not enough "to denounce Him to se_e a cru·cifixion. Our Saviour endured one. He saved 
the people. It wa's not en-o'ugh to seek to catch Him in others fr()m .p'ain; but in fulfilment of Scripture, and so 
His words. (He alway.s managed to catch them.) It of His F'ather's wiH, He could not save Himself. 
was not enough to take swords and staves and sold·iers 
to arrest an unarmed young M·an in a ·m-oonlit garden. 
It was n()t enou·gh to force Him to condemn Himself, as 
they thought. It was not enough to turn the precincts 
of the High Priest into a chamber of torture·s. It was 
not enough to hand Him over to the civil p-ower. It was 
not enough to drive Pilate to the ilse of the lash and the 
crown of thorns. It was n·ot enou·gh to follow the wa' 
of ,s·orrows and. hear the women lament Him. It was not 
enou·gh ,to stand by and'see the soldiers begin the e~ecu
tion. It was not enough to watch the victim's increasing 
agony. They must add sup'reme insult to mortal injury. 
"They that passed by railed on him, wagging their 
J1eads, and saying, ... Save thyself, and come down from 
thecross".· T,he soJd.iers must ·say, "If ,thou be the lting 
of the Jews, save thyself." .one of the robbers must 
say, "If thou be Ghrist, save thyse,lf ·and us~' .. Those ,who 
stand hy arid, hearing His loud ,cry, think that He ca].]:s 
for E~ij'8!h, must ·say, "Let us see whether Elij-ah wiIl 
come to save him."· The Jewish rulers mU'st join in the 
mockery of the ,people w.hom they have mis]ed, the, 
soldiers whom they are using, the robbers with whom 
they sympathize and scoff: "Others he saved, himself' 
he ca'nnot save." 

It was not true. There was One Who c~uld save Him' 
from death,O and th·at was His Father. He himseU had 
all power. He could have blasted the ruler.s and their 
dupes. No;"'it was not true. He could have s'aved Him
self, if He w·ou-J:d. 

"Was it the nails 0 S'aviour, 
That bound Thee to the tree? 
Nay! 'twas Thine eyel'la&tj.ng love 
Thy love for me, for me." 

So it was true. He had saved others. He cou.Jd still 
save them. He could turn that gallows into a- throne, 
'-- \-

• Sir Gerald Campbell, Canadian High Commi .. loner to Great Britain. 
• Luke 28 :85 .. 
• Matthew 27 :(1. The priesta were Saddu_. the scribes were Phari_. 
• Mark 16 :29, 80. • Luke 28 :87, 89. 
• Matthew 27 :49. I Hebrews 6 :7. 

He ·saved others, but He could n.ot s'ave Himself, from 
SHAME, physical and mora.l. 

From phY8ical shame He saved men .by His heaUng of 
such cases as those of leprosy, that disease which was 
esteemed a plague of God. Those -who "had i't must stand 
af'ar off and cry, "Unclean, unc'lean." But Jesus said 
to such ·men, "Be ·clean", and the shame of their disease 
vanis·hed. 

-'-He saved others from moral shame. It was not because 
they . cared for her reformation that the Pharisees 
"brought the ,sinful woman. Jesus s·aid, "Let the one with
out sin ibe the first to cast the stone at her." He wrote on 
the ground. 'What He wrote we do not know. One by 
one, beginning with the eldest, and down to the last, 
they departed. The Saviour and the S'hameful were left 
alone. "Go, and _lin no more." U He saved her from 
shame. 

But from shame He c-ould not s'ave Him'self whether . ' It was s'hame p'hysica'l or S'hame moral. Think of the 
'scarlet ·co·at cast off by .some Roman officer. Think of 
the sc-ourge by eommo'n soldiers. Think of His hearing. 
as long as it was p'hysically p·o.ssible, His own cross. 
·Think ·of· the accusation written as for a rebel. T'hink 
'Of the company of malefactors. T'hink of the pla·ce 
caolIed, in Aramai·c, Golgotha; by the Latin, Calvary; in 
plain EngIis·h, Skull. Think orf the drugged wine. Think 
of the naked cruci'fixion. Think of the casting of lots 
for His clothes. Think of the mockery of the great 
names whi·ch He had ta:ken or which ·had been 'applied to 
Him: Christ, His Chosen, the King of Israel, the Son of 
God. Think of the a.pathy ·of the people and the anti
pathy of the ru'ler.s. Shame is everywhere over that 
scene, and from that shame He could not save Himself. 

He saved others. He could not save Himself, from 
. DEATH. :Many did He he·al who··were near death. Orf 

III Mrs. Browning on Mark 16 :84. 
D Luke 18 :42. 
.. John 8:11. 

11 Mark 8 :4. 
D Isaiah liS :10. 
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His own ministry He could .say, "The dead are raised 
up",''' 

But He must d"ie; in pain, in shame, like the crimin'als 
by Him. He ,had cried .in trouble of sou'l, "Father, save 
me from this 'hour"; and then, as it were, refused His 
own 'petitiori, saying: "But for this reason I have .come 
to this hour. Father, glorify thy name."11 

"Under an eastern sky, 
Amidst a rabble's cry, 
A man went forth to die . 

For me. 
"Thorn-crowned His ,bless.ed head, 
Blood-s,tained His every tread: 
Cross·':}aden, on He sped 

For me. -, 
"Plierced gLow His hands and feet; 
Three houl'S o'er Him beat 
~ierce rays of noontide heat 

For me.' . 
"Thus wert Thou made all mine; 
Lord, make me wholly Thine: 

. Grant grace and strength divine. 
T.o me." 

Now we come to the -heai·t . of things, the centre and 
,core ,of the ·cruci·fixion. What I have ,already said is tl'ue, 
but it is not enough. He ,saved others, but He could 
not save Himself, from SIN. 

A certain leader of the faculty in a great un"iversity 
was conducting a Bible study ,group when he was asked: 
"Professor, what was the difference·between the death 
of Socrates and the death of Jesu·s OhrJst7" His ans'wer . 
was: 

'~Soc.rates and Jesus were both put to death unjustly. 
Jesus desired to ten His people about God a:nd righteous
ness. So did.Socrates. Jesus was 'accused by the religious 
leaders of corrupting the people through false doctrine. 
Socrates was accus'ed .of corrupting the y.outh of Athens 
'by his doctrines. Jesus met death through cl'lUcifixion, 
Socrates ·th,roilgh the drink of poison hemlock. 'Both met 
their death heroically, maintaining that their teaching 
was the truth. The main difference in their death was 
tha:~ Socrates was an old man of seventy, who had had a 
long and fruitful life; while Jesus was a y,oung man of 
aJbout thirty, full of the fires and passions of youth." 

. , Most of those words are true enough, ,but left there 
the question is finally unanswered, and so .the an'swer 
given becomes falsehood of the worst S01'lt. We .never can 
get aw.ay from the fact that"Ohrist died for our sins"." 

To the paralytic He s'aid, "Son, thy sins be forgiven 
thee." To the sinful woman who in the Pharisee's·house 
made u'p for -Simon's lack of common cou'J'II;esy by, was'h
ing His feet with her tears, wiping them with her bl'ack 
hair, kissing them and anointing them with unguent, 
He said: "Thy sins be fOJlgiven ••. Thy faith has saved 
thee." 18 & He forgave others' sins, for He had power to 
d·o .so.'" . 

And yet He died for sin. Not that He had any. sins 
of Hif! own: He "knew no sin";IO' "-he did no sin";11 
"in him is no.~in";· but in a way which only God can 
explain, ,but we must accept, "He made -him 00 be sin 
for us"." "The Lord ·made to meet upon him the inqui
ties 'of usaI1.'~ 

Here is our need. At the close of a service in German
town,· Fa., some ,time ago, a stranger aecosted the' late 
·Dr. D. M. Stearns: "I don't like. your .pres;'ching. I d9 

,II Matthew 11 :1. 
IT 1 Corinthians 15 oS. 
,. Mlii-k 2:10. . 
.. 1 Peter 2 :22-
.. 2 Corinthian. & :21. 

,. John 12 :27. 28. 
18 Mark 2:&; Luke 7 :48. 50. 
10 2 ·Cor.inthians & :21. 

. "1 John Sol • 
. INIaaIah &8:8 Hebrew • 

not care for ,the 'cross. I think that-instead ~f preaching 
the death of Ohris,t on the cross, it would be far better 
to preach Jesu·s the Teacher a:nd Example." 

"Would you then.ipe willing to follow Him if I preached 
Christ the Example?" rep'lied Dr. Stearns. 

"I would," said the stranger, "I will follow in His 
steps." 

"Then," s'aid Dr. Stearns, "let u's take the first step: 
'Who d·id no sin'. Can you take this -step?" . 

l'he stranger looked confused. "No," he said, "I do 
sin, and acknowledge it." 

"W'ell then," said Dr. Stearns, "your first need of 
Christ is not as an Example, but as a Saviour." 

Do you remember the Prologue of Matthew"s P·assion 
as used by Bach? 

"-Come, ye doaug"lhters, share my mourning; 
See Him! Whom? The Bridegroom ChrIst. 
See Him! How? ,A spotless Lamb. 
See" it! What? His patient love. . 
'Look! Look where? ~ On our ,offence. 
Look on Him. For love of us, 
He Himself His -Cross ~s bearing. 

While one part of the -choir hep Uf! to come and see. 
another hymns thi,s prayer: 

".0 Lamb of God most holy, 
Who on the Cross didst lang'lJish; 
o Saviour, meek and lowly, 
Who sutl'eredst bitter anguish; 
The sins of man Thou bearest, . 
'OUT every grief Thou sharest. 
Have mercy on us, 0 !esu." 

"He w·as wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquitie's: ·the chastisement of our .peace 
was upon him; and with his stripes' we are healed.'''''' 

So is Jesus Ghrist alone the Saviour of the ·world." 
His 'name mea'ns Saviour." He eame to save."" He s·poke 
that we might be saved." 
. He did save ,others. Think of Mary Magdalene, think 
of Peter, think of Nicodemu,s. 

'He does save others. Hundreds here c·an teSitify to 
that.' . 

'He w-Hl save others. He came to save sinners.- So 
you must admit that is what you are. He save's tho.se 
who believe."' 

-'\ 

"I sought Thee, weeping, high and iow, 
I found Thee not; I did not know 
I was a sinner--even so, 

I missed Thee for my Sav.iour. 
"I saw Thee sweetly condescend 
Of humble men to be the Friend, 
I chose T.hee for .my· way, my end, 

But·found Thee not ·my Saviour; 
"Until upon the cross I saw 

My God, Who died to meet the law 
That man had broken; then I saw. ". 

My sin, and then :my Saviour. 
"What seek I longer? Let me be 
'A sinner all my daY'$ to Thee, 
Yet more and more, and Thee to me 
Yet more and more my Saviour .... 

·"Be Thou' to me my Lord, my Guide', 
My Friend, yea, everything beside; 
But first, last, best, whate'er ·betide, 

Be Thou to me my Saviour!" 

... Isaiah &3 :&. .. John 4 :42; 1 John 4 :14 . 
.. Matthew 18 :11. etc • .. Matthew 1 :21. 

IIJohn &:84. 
. ., 1 Corinthians 1 :21. 

.. 1 Timothy 1 :16 • 
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HITLER'S FIGHT AGAINST THE 
CHURCHES 

(Ninth of a Series o.n the Relationship of Catholicis~ to 
to Nazi-Fascism) I 

By L. H. LEHMANN 

The fuU story of the rise of Nazi-F.ascism has 8tm to 
be ·wr~tten. When it appears it will surprise most 
Americans to discover the par.t pl,ayed in it by the 
,Christia'n churches-Protestant a·s well ·as Catholic. For 
Nazi-Fa·scism is as much a product of the c'hurches as of 
the .state, and is a movement towards religious 'as well 
as poUtical and social authoritarianism. European 
CathoJi.c histodans 'have long· pointed out 'that it is the 
final act in the Jesuit pl'an of counter-Reforma·tion insti~ 
tuted exa·ctly four hundred years ago this year. It is 
for this ·reason that the artic.Jes of this ser.ies have· 

. stressed from the .beginning the id·eologica·1 ba-ckground 
of Nazi-Fascism in the counter-Reforma:tion acliv.ities
of the J·esuit Order. 

Americans will never fully understa·nd the real aims 
and activities of the chur-ch of. Rome so long as they 
·continue to look a·t CathoIici·sm from our American .point 
of view. On this side of the Atlantic attenti-on ·has been 
fo.cu·ssed mainly on attempts of a few "Uberal" Catholic 
spokesmen to integrate their church with the Am-eric·an 
way of I.ife. Thes·e are sincere· i'n thinking that Catholi-c 
authoritarianism ·can be recon-ciled with the liberal, 
tolerant pri·ncipl.e·s of American democracy.' But the 
Church of Rome has its roots ·in Europe; there its meta
physi·c was first established .. It ·Ls the·refore to its back- -
ground and activitie.s in Europe we must look if we want 
to judge w:hat its real nature i·s. It is the policy d·e
termined upon "beyond the Alps" ,in Europe that directs 
and gu.ides the chur·ch even in Americ·a. Wiell-meaning 
Catholic spokesmen in the d·emocr,acies are permitted 
to v·oice their liberal views, but their wis'hful thinking 
has never h'ad ·any effe'ct .in really bring-i'ng the Catholic 
Church into line with our American way of life. 

Catholic Church in· Germany into line with pure Vati
can absolutism. Gonzague"de Reynold, ardent Jesuit 
Catholic reformer, in his ,book L'Europe Tragique,= 
states: 

"A real fi~t has been waged within Protestantism. 
~he EvangelIcal. Protestants refused to make any conces
sions and estaibhshed a confessional ch·urch in opposition 
,to that set u.p by the state ... We are on the threshold 
of a religious s~hism. These are t,!-e final repercussions of 
t,!-e Re[ormatwn. . We Me MtnesBi1tg a phase of 
d'tBsolutton [of Protestantism]. Many German Protest
a;nts believe that to re;ect a purely religious authoritll 
like the Papacy, WDuld constitute a danger to the ch.urch. 
and to Christiomity." 

Professor Karl Barth, the famous Protestant his
torian, a).so r.ealized tWs when he said th'a-t National 
SociaHsm's campaign 'against the ch'urches in Germany 
had for its aim to make Protestantism "1'ipe for Rome". 

In order to understand what ·happened to the Catholic 
Church in Germany, .it is necessary -to go back to the 
time of Pope Leo XIII, well known for his u·nrelenting 
antagonism to the Iilberal constitutions of states." In 
order to· countera·ct the increa,sing influ~nce of 19th 
century liberalism on CathoJi.c c·ountries, P·ope Leo XIII 
urged o·n ,CathoI.i·c leaders throughout the world the 
formation of Catholic political parties. He thought that 
if· such Catholic parties .took an active part in parlia
mentary politics they wou'ld, -by securing the bal'ance of 
power, su·cceed in obtaining victory for -the c·hurch. He· 
even ho.ped 'tha·t th.ese rOatholic political parties would 
even.tually obtain a large enough majority, by demo
cratic means, to ena'ble them to seize complete control 
of governments. What actually ·happened, however, 
was the very ·opposite, The Catholic· parties ·gradually 
came under the in-f1u·erice 'of· their -liberal opponents and 
copied many of their ideas. Thus in Italy the Catholic 
party became the "popular" I.ibel'lal party headed by· the 
now-exiled pri-est Don S·turzo; i'n Germany it became 
the liberal "Centre" party. -

·This liberal influence of Catholic parties became so 
great that the Holy See began to regard Catholic poli
tical trends as a grave danger which threatened the 
juridi·cal and political unity of the ·chu·rch itself. T·hese 
CathoHc parties became infiltrated w-it"h the Uberal
spir:it of the F,rench Revoluti-on of 1789. The ideas of 

This issue ·has -been !bi'tberly fought out in Eur·ope be
tween N~azi-Fa,scism and the Christi-an ·c·hurches. As 
far as Europe is concern-ed the fight is ended-with 
victory o·n the side of Nazi-Fascism and 'CathoUc ultra
monta·n·ism. In rtaly, Spai,n, Austria, Poland, Portugal, 
Fmnce and Belgium, Catholicism 'alorie was involved. 
In Germany, however, both the Protestant and Catholic 
churches have played .their respective parts. There 
the struggles were as bitter, and purges as bloody, withi'n 
the chu,rches 'as with.i·n the state. They were more 
severe and bloody w·ithi,n Protestantism than Catholic
ism; many more liberal Protestant leaders than Catholic 
were liquidated or put out of the way in con-centration 
camp,s. By refusing to maiQe ·any conceS6-ions to Nazi
ism, the eva'ngelical P,rotestan·t c'hurches aTe said to 
have actually paved the w·ay. for the suecess of ,the 
"·German Christian" mov'ement.These "German Chris
ti-~ns"-ProtelStant fa·scisbs-professed -to con.slder it, 
nece·ssary to submit to a spir.itua.J leader in order to 
free Protestantism of liberalism .and rationalism. They 
thus became one with -the Catholic fasci·sts who, in 
keepi'ng wjth the Catholic Action crusade of Pope P·iulS 
XI, were ,purging every taint of Irberalism and demo
cra·cy out of th,e Catholic cler·gy a·nd were bringi-ng the 

. the rights ·of man, of religiou·s tolera·nce,. of freedom 
of conscience, of speeC'h 'and press, were adopted by a 
great number of ·Catholie pol'itician-s and :by many of 

1 cr .. rOl' example, the al,ticl" of Rev. John I;', Cl"lInin, S.S .. ROlllo-AIlII 
of DOII.oe,·a,,,,? in the magazine Co"",.on S",,· •• for Octobel", 1940, 

the I'ower clergy. " 
.so 'pronounced had this trend of popular Catholic 

politics .becom·e in the 'Uruted States, for instance, that 
when Alfred E. Smith was nominated for the Presi
dency in 1927, the ·Vatican and Oatholic bishops in 
Europe were ·shocked to ·hear that Mr. Smith h,ad 'been 
prompted by priests to proclaim these princi.ples to be, 
not a mere matter of ".favour'~ (as he first stated) but 
also a matter of "innate. right .... This was rank heresy, 
and~ 'after Mr. Smith's defeat at the 'p·olls in 1928, the 
VatIcan :rebuked those who had addsed the fo·rmer 
Governor of New Y-ork to proclaim doctrines -so con
trary to official Cath-olic teachings. ' 

By the end of the last war, the ,Catholi-c political 
parties had begun to 'I~se th~ importance which tney had 

• P. 329. 
• Ct. Great E •• cucUcal LeU.". of I,eo, XIII'; Ill .... TI.e Converted Cathulic 

for Oet<>ber. 1940. p. 19. 
• ct. Alfl-ed E. Smith's l'eply to ,the Ope •• Letter of the late Cbarlea C. 

Marsha!l In POI'''''' Magazine. Mal'ch. 1928: also MI', Mar.hall·s able work 
l'h.e Ilallla71 Catholic Ch .. reh i71 the Moder" State. .' 
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·in the" eyes 'Of the Vatican 'when it firs.t brought them 
into being. They became so integrated with dem'Ocratic 
s'tates, founded 'as they were on political compromise, 
on tolera'nce and the id·ea of equality, that it W&S C'OD
fusing to note the ·alliances made by some Catholic 
parties with ibourgeois g,rou,ps and by others with so
ciaHst grou'ps. It had become apparent that the con
trol 'Of Catholic politics was being lost by the Holy See 
in Rome. Pope Leo XIII's plan 'had mi,scarried, and 
had proved' a boomerang ·a·gainst the real aims .of the 
church 'as" he ·had proclaimed them. Catholic poHti-cal 
action had .acquired 'an independence that made it a 
menace to, rather than a docile instrument of, the Va.ti
can. Liberal Catholicism, ·in fact, which, to 'all app'ear
ance, 'had received its death"blow :by the d·ecree of papal 
in:fallibility towards the end of the 19th century, had 

·taken on a new lease of life by mea'ns ·of the very 
"Catbolic political par.ties which had been established 
and au,stained iby Pope Leo XIII to oppose the -bated 
liberal constitutions of dem()craUc states. 

·T.his is 'how the Vatican saw it after ,the world war 
in 1918, 'and the conclusions w,hi·ch .it drew from its 
observati'Ons in the matter were the first steps towards 
the rise of what we' noW calI" Fascism. 

Many of" the non-Jesuit religious order·s in Germany, 
· nota.bly the F'ranciscans and the .Benedictine.s, started 
movements wMeh displeased the Vatican. The "Liturgi
oal 'Movement" of the' Benedi·cti'nes; their attempt to 
establish contact with the Oecu,menical Evangelical 
Movement,and their effort tGwards a reunion of aU 
Christian churches; the attitude 'Of the Patres U'nionis 
("'Fathers 'Of Unity") who were even prepared to modify 
the dogmas of pap'al infallibility and the Immaculate 
Conception in order to 'hel;p .their wo·rk of ·reunion·; 
their open and secret negotiations with groups in the 
Anglican Church under the guidance of the -late Cardi
nal Mercier,..-.-'all .the·se Hberal ref'Orm movements were 
regarded as tainting the lower clergy and the intelli" 
gent laity. with the heresy of li'bel"aUsm and Protestant-

· ism. The Vatican regarded itsautho'rity' as gravely 
menaced by it all, and determined .to wage relentless 
war against this growing UberaHsm in political and 
spiritual matter·s. . 

It ·should not be surprising that Rome became dis
tU'l"bed at the prospect of a revival 'Of the Lu·theran 
Reformation. It was particul'a.rly marked in Germany. 
Fr,iedrich Heile,rG has the following to ~ay on this point: 

"These recent tendencies of 'Catholicism 'have spread 
to a great extent in Germany. _ German Catholicism is 
in fact a 'particular kind of Catholicism, due to the fact 
tha it .has lbeen subject, continually if not visibly, to 
the influence of the reformed churches of Christendom, 
and has constantly absorbed certain features -belonging 
to Evangelical .Christianity". . 
But. the democr·atic ,states were the most powerful 

in the world 'at that ti'me.. The 'CathoHc politic'al 
parties had become' too ,strong to be sto.pped by mild 
protests or even by encycUcal letters from Rome. Re
pressive action, ·ca·rried out:by the help of authodta·rian 
secular regimes, was necessary .. Thus the two great 
'Opposing factions withi'n the Catholic Church became 
I~cked again in a gigantic ·struggle: one possessing the 
li'beral Catholic idea, d·eep-seated a·s of old in the hearts 
of tru·e Chris·tian obeHever-s; the other, the coldly im~ 

· perial, sectadan a'nd intransigent Rom-an Party, repre-

• Professor or Iiistory in the University ,,{ MnrburK, in his work, I", 
IU .. gt!'n ..... , die Kirehe, p. 174 st 8eq. 

sented by the Holy,see under. the dominatio·n of the So
ciety of J·esui-ts. 

It is in the Hght of these facts that Hitler's "cam
paign against the churches" mu·st' :be viewed. Neither 
Hitler nor the Jesuits ,could forgive priests and bishops 
in Germany who ·s·ided with the ·cause of JiiberaUsm\and 
democracy during the Wei·mar Republic. It, was again,st 
them that the acts of Catholic repression were di·rec\td. 
Hitler and Pope Plus XI acted in concer.t to destroy 
every ves'tige of H'beralism in Germany: the one in so
cial arid polirtical life, the other in the sphere 'Of re
ligion. By dissolving the Catholic Centre Party, the 
Pope rem'Oved the' last o'bstacle to Hitler's rise to power, 
and also d·eprived the Catholic people and clergy in 
Germa'ny of any say-so in political matters. H~' .~d 
done the ·same for Mussolini in Italy by the dissQlution 
of the Partito PopoLare and the exiling of its priest
leader Don Sturzo. By his Catholic Action he concen
trated all Catholic .political Power ·in the Holy See .. 
Thenceforth, the Vatican was free to make its secret 
concordats with the f~ist dictatorships. 

The lower: clergy in Germany did not yield without 
a struggle. Many d·efi·ed both Hitler and .the Pope. 
Some ·prlests were imprisoned. Even when the pristine 
ardor of Cardinal Innitzer for Hitler 'and Nazi Socialism 
showed signs of ,coolin'g, 'hostility was engineered 
against him. Catholic schools, mostly under the care 
of li:beral, non-Jesuit ,religious orders, were cl'Osed; 
same heads of these anti-Je·suit religious orders were 
punished for attemp,ting to save their fundos by smug
gling th~m out of the country. In the press of 
America ~his was ·call~d "Hi"tler's per,secution of 
,the Catholic Church", and served to conceal the com
mon purpose of Nazi Socialism and ultramontane 
Catholicism. There were some mild protests from 'Rome 
but no adverse action. Even the cl'osing of Catholic 
schools ;in Austria went almost unprotested. These 
were regar.ded by toe Vati,can as but a small loss ·com
pared to what was gained by theel'iminati'on of recalci
trant .clergy and their Blberal views. The Nazi-Vatican 
conco·rd'at continues to hold and function. 

With the extinction of Ii,beral Cath'Olicism and the 
imprisonment of liberal Protestant leaders, Vatican ab
solutism was triumphant. Of supreme satisfaction to the 
Jesu'it Catholic faction i.s the knowledge of the dissolu
tion of Protestantism in 'Germany, and the fact that the 
pro-Nazi Protestant "German Christians" are forced to 
realize, as Gonzague de Reynolds points out, that "to 
reject a purely -religious authority like the Papacy would· 
constitute a danger to the. church and Christianity." 

Next week: NAZI-FASOISM AND CATHOLIC 
ACTION. 

SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET 

The Lord blesses His Word where people pray. Sunday 
morning last ·two men, recently converted, followed the 
Saviour in baptism.' ,Sunday evening there was a spirit of 
conviction in the gathering, and at the invitation and aftet·
ward there was Tesponse. Our large choir added to the 
spir·it of the meeting with ,Stainer's lovely setting of John 
3:16,17. They and the junior choirs are ,busy preparing for 
our annual musica~ service of prais~ on Good Friday. 

II And the hour shall 'be filled with music, . 
With ·song and praise 8'I1d 'prayer, 

And the burdens of me Ibe Ufted, 
Forom 'aH who enter there." 
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POOR QUEBEC! 
We take the following from the Canadian Automotive 

Trade News of February. 1941: 

Quebec Leads 
There were 8,775 new passenger cars retailed for $10.-

550,425 in December, 1940. an increase of 12 !per cent. 
in nWIliber and 23 per cent. in value iIIIbove sales in Dec •• 
1939. when 7,804 new passenger cars sold !for $8,568.427. 
Quebec showed the greatest increase over last year w.ith 
a gain of 63 ,per cent.; sales in BllitLsh Columbia :were up 
23 per cent .• and' dn Ontario 16 per cent. All other sec
tions of the couDJtry ;repar.ted sales !below the 1939 level.. 
Sales in ·the M·ariti.me Provinces decreased 11 .per cent., 
in ALberta 112 per cent., and in Manitoba 1-5 per cent •• 
while Saskatchewan sales were 28 lPer cent. lbelow last 
year. " 

Trucks u.p Five .Per Cent. 
Sales of new'trucks and buses in Dec .• -1940. numbered 

2,145 u'nits Wlith a retaJl value of $2.641,772, up 5 I?er 
cent. ;in numlber and 11 !per cent. dn value compared wath 
Dec., 1939, when 2,040 new commercial vehicles retailed 
for $2,37'5,323. Quebec repol'lted ·the .greatest increase 
over 1939 in this field also with sales of new trucks and 
buses 45 ,per cent. above December last _year. Sales in 
Ontario were up 19 per cent., and in Manitoba 8 per 
cent., Wihile decreases were reported in all other sec
·tions of the country. 
From the quotation above it will be seen that the 

increase in new passenger cars sold in Quebec during 
1940 was 63 per cent. over last year; in British Columbia, 
23 per cent.; in Ontario, 16 per cent. "All other sections 
of -the country reported sales below the 1939 level." Sales 
of new trucks and' buses inc:r;eased 5 per cent. in number 
and 11 per cent. in value last year; while for December 
alo.ne, the increase in Quebec was 45 per cent. above the 
sales of the year before. ~ 

We are glad to observe that Quebec .is prospering. Per
haps that prosperity is due, in large -measlcl're, to the 
stimulus that comes to all branches of business during 
wartime. We may hope that this prosperity will continue 
in Quebec, so that it will not be necessary for the rest of 
the Dom-inion to help it to pay -its bills, as -the Sirois 
Repo:r;:t proposed. , 

We have pre.sumed to take the following ·figures on 
enlistment from Protestant Action of March, .1941. They 
speak for themselves: 

WHO'S ENiLISTING7 
Ontario, 72,000 - Quebec, 34,000 

Official Ottarwa fi.gures for enl!istments ,between bctober 
1st, 1939, and October 31st, 1940, are: 

Air Force--ont., 9,66~; Que., 2,71"5; Man.,·2,566; 'Sask., 
2,413; B£., 1,854; Alta., 1,755; N.B., 1,022; NoS., 
879; P.E.I., 170. 

Navy--ont., 3,303; N./S., 2~119; Que., 11,860; RC .• 1,624; 
!Man., 871; Alta., 760; ISask., -5-63; N.B., 528; P.E.I., 
417. 

C.A,S.F.--<Ont., 59,537; Que., 30,028; N.s. and P.E.I., 
14,905; Sask., '8,713; Alta., 11,405; B.C., 15,078; Man. 

. and par.t of .On-t, 12,963; N .B.. 8,525. 
'Ifulis shows that Ontario gave q. total of 72,504, as 

against Quebec's 34,603. The other provinces &tand in 
the following OTder: B.·C., 18,556; NJS. and P.E.I., 18,490; 
M'an. (and part of Ont.), 16,400; Alta., 13,920; Bask., 
11,689; N.B., 10,175. 

Dr. Barnardo's Homes in Great Bribain are receiving to 
their hospitality an average of 5 little fugitives every day. 
In Itbe 75 years of their history they have had within their 
walls 1·25,000 children. . To-day the Homes' are sheltering 
8,250 boys and girls, many of whom are cr-i,ppled and hun
dreds of whom are under 5 years of age .. 

-Watchrman-Ewilrminer. 

THE CHURCH.OF ROME 
. Is It Christian or Pagan? 

A :book of 48 large .pages, by Rev. Alexander A. 
Murray, D.D., Mdnister of Westminster P.reebyterian
Church, Sydney, N.8., has come to hand. The preface 
of The Church of· Rom.e: Is It Christio.n or Pagan' 
states: . 

I 

"'!'he (8) iSermons ~n this volume were preached to my 
congregation during· the months of 'December 1940 and 
January 1941. In response to many ;requests for a per
manent record of them, they are now sent forth in the 
hope that they may· enlighten and help all W1ho wish Ito 
know the radical dUfel'leDce between' ,Protestanmsm and 
Roman Catholicism. . 

"R.aman Catholicism both in do~tri-ne and :practice is not 
Christianity. Indeed it is the YeJ'Y opposite of Christian
i·ty. ,While it professes to be a Christian religion, it is 
the negation of all that is truly Christian. 

"Its doctrines and .practices .have no foundation what- . 
·soever ~n :l;ihe Bible. ·They· are purely of" heathen origin, 
and can be traced Iback to BlJlbylon, 'the Mother of har
lots and abominations of the earth.' This ds a strong 
statement, hut rthe sermons which follow 'Prove the truth 
of it." 
·Copies of the work m_ay be had from Dr. MUrray at 

25c each. We hope ·that many ,GoSPEL WITNESS readers 
will write Dr. Murray at onee. 

. 
PRACTICAL MR. MOODY 

Haroid L. L~dq~ist :tells a story of Mr. Moody that illlis
trates Ithe practical and realistic attitude of that great man 
of God. It hSlPpened at a time when Mr. Moody was deeply 
interest~ in the political situation .in Chicago. Meeting an 
officer of his church,. the great preacher asked rum what he 

-thought of Ithe forthcoming election. Replied the man, with 
Ii touah of rebuke for .his pastor,. "My dear brother Moody, 
I'm not· interested in politics; my citizenship is in heaven." 
"Yes," Mr. Moody responded, "yoJJ,r citizenship is in heaven 
all ljight, but if you intend to go on living i·n Chicago, you'd 
better get your feet down to earth for the next sixty days.'! 
. . -Clvriat Life. 

TO QUEEN ELIZABETH 
London Bridge is faIling down, 

FalUng down, falling down, 
My Fair Lady. 

Be it said to your. 'renown 
That you w.ore your gayest goWlJ1 

And bravest &mile 
AND STAYED IN TOWN! 

While London Bridge 
Was falling down, falling _down, 

My Flair Lady. 

From the Chicago Tribune. traditionally an isolationist 
newspaper. . 

Hoping to touch hearts and pocketbooks for the buying 
of war saving certificates, a Canadian woman adds: 

Be it said to our renown 
That we helped her wear her gown 

And bravest smile, 
AND SAVED THE TOWN, 

AND KEPT THE BRIDGE 
FROM ~A'LLI'NrG DOWN

For our Fai·r Lady. 

Libyan NlUrsery Rhyme 
Mussolini-miny:mo, 
Caught a lion :by the toe. 
How you'd love to let him go, 
Teeny, weeny Benito! 

-Stuart Hemsley in Saturday Night. 
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UNION NEWS 
Rev. W. S: Wihiteombe, Secretary 

Jamaica 

Rev. J. W. Knight, one of our four .seminary graduates 
in J'amaica,' writes of his work as follows: 

"Last week here ""!i.e had a great week of ~pecial meet
ings. Without any extra effort at adver.tising, there were 
fine congregations, great messages that were the means·of 
awaking saints as well as :unsaved, and times th'at can hon
estly be called 'times of refreshing' from the presence of 
the Lord. The preacher wa.s ·Pastor Stanley Harris, whom 
you wHI likely remember since the time he was !With you 
for a Sunday at Jarvis Street. Many have turned to the 
Lord and are testifying of what He has done for ·them. What 
precious fellowship we enjoyed!" -

"Like' Hot Cakes!" 

One of our Home Mission Pastors writes thus about his 
weekly ibundles of GOSPEL WITNESSES. . "THE GoSPEL WIT
NESS is widely read these days. We have had to increase 
our number to eighteen and even while receiving twelve, 
enough l1}oney has ibeen coming in to pay for the eighteen. 
I have had to quit announcing that they are at the door, 
for they have 'been gone almost before I could make the 
announcement." 

Geraldton 

"Both of our Bi:ble ,Schools for 1940 were up in the 'aver
age attendance over aU previous years. Our lantern picture 
meetingls continue to be of great interest to the children. 
While visiting a home recently where the little girls in the 
family had attended our Bi'ble School before they moved down 
east, I discovered that they were back and that during their 
long train ride here they had ·been singing gospel choruses' 
to the passengers on the train. The ,two Uttle girls under 
five were certainly travelling missionaries as they sang the 
choruses .they had learned in our Bible School. Our fiscal 
year ended on January 31st, and we are happy to report that 
all our obligations have ·been met and that ,there is a small 
balance in the general fund 'and almost $200.00 in the build
ing ·fund treasury. This is the Lord's doing and it is mar
vellous in our eyes."-.Pastor G. B. Hicks. ' 

Conversions in Sudbury 

"The Lord continues to bless our efforts, and a few have' 
been ·saved, notable among which were two men whose inter
est was aroused by our exposure of the evil efforts of a 
Paulist Priest. They were not ·Catholics, 'but had suffered 
at the hands of Catholicism, and found joy in the gospel 
of a living and ac~ssable Saviour. In challenging the 
priest's doctrines, we aroused qUrite, an interest, .though, in 
one sense, it was qui,te appalling when one met dozens of 
.people who seemed quite surprised that we should dare speak 
out ,boldly against this notoriously evil system. Such irs our 
state of degeneracy a.tnong non"Catholics that Protestants 
are amazed, and even alarmed, Iif we protest. However, we 
have made many valuable contacts, and we still ex.pect to 
see more conversions as an indirect result of the meetings. 
The 'services at 'whidh I deaIt with the issue were as ·welil 
attended as any meetings we have ever had, and have 
·brought as much 'blessing as any effor·t we have ever made. 
As a result of the s-pecial meeting at which the largest'num
ber of .Catholics were present. I received a letter from a 
prominent 'Ca"tholic who was present, asking me a number 
of questions ;z-egarding. our faith. I have replied at some 
length. 

"Our other departments of the work go on with some 
difficulty. Many men, and even whole families, have gone 
away to ,war or war' work, and our outside works have suf
fered badly from this. The radio JIlIinistry" in spite of its 
heavy obllgations, which get almost unbear8lble -sometimes, 
goes on with wha"t seems to be an ever i-ncrea"sing evidence 
of blessing. It pecomes ever more obvious that hundreds look 
to this message as almost the only gospel testimony they 
can hear, and proof of the power in the Wor~l- thus' spoken 
is strengthened more and mor~ each week."--.T. R. Boyd. 

British Columbia .Baptists 

.From the B.C. Baptist Bulletin, we reprint ,the following 
report of three of our Seminary men now 18lbouring in that 
Convention. 

Marpole . (Pastor E. V. Apps) .-Splendid services, good 
attendances and BIt least one conversion during the past 
month. The recent Sunday School was the most succeSrSful 
in a long time. 

Salmon Arm: afld Sunny brae (,Pastor G. R. Dawe) .-Min
istry of the Word is well received, and there is a good spirit 
in aID. our gatherings. We have been taking up studies on 
the TBibernacle at the ,Sunday morning .serv.ioos and Baptist 
Doctrine at the mid-week meetings. -

Ka.mloopB.-Pastor F. J. Carter continues to give his 
monthly gospel message over the air a"t TranquiHe Sana
torium, with the young people to help with ·the singing. We 
know of some patients who. are seriously thinking of salva
tion, and we pray that they may soon put their trust in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. !Some of the Sunday.School teachers 
continue their house-to-house canVass for new pupils, and 
at the same time give out ·the mimeographed church bulletins, 
which contain Gospel messages and Scripture. The Lord is 
blessing this work as several have been led to come and 
hear the 91d~ Old Story :through this personal Vlisiting. . 

AMONG OURSELVES 
Devoted to Activities and Interests of Fomier Students of 

./. . 
TORONTO BA·PTIST SE.l\IINARY 

:M.r. "Johnme" 'Longe, as we atl 'knew him (das's '31), is 
SltiH living in Kenora. He is now blessed wHh ·a wife and 
a f8lmily of ·two children. He hopes to .be accepted for ser
vice in ·the R~C.A.F. 

. We cannot Ibut share. with our readers the amusement of 
the following excerpt from a recent letter from our friend, 
Rev. F. S. Cook, now of 'Padilla, Bolivia: . 

"Besides the fleas which ,work havoc among us, and 
which cause us a lot of irritation, we have eome mice to 
contend with. The other night I thought I saw one ibut 
was too sleepy Ito hunt for it. ,The next morning I was 
looking for something when I saw a tmng move in a 
zipper-;bag. I at once closed the eDltraDce and took the 
bag outside. ·The D.1&n of the house was in lind so to
gether we opened the bag and out jumped Master 
Mouse. Then commenced a merry chase about the yard, 
·when the' woman .of the !bouse" jumped on her ibed with 
a yelling child under each arm, while she herself yelled 
and the poor servant, who is deaf and dumb and lame, 
was knocked over by the cat, who got so scared dt jumped 
at her, while Mrs. Cook, the man aoo-I chased the little 
fellow. Well, a quick foot did the trick and that- was 
the end of;it. Then we bQught a couple of traps and 
since then we have caught some more. We seem :to Ibe 
rid of them---the mice-for a Wlhile at least." . 

Russellites, that is, Rutherfordites, that is, Jehovah's Wi,t-' 
nesses, 'are stiH seI-ling their ·books in London, Engiland-. 

. From information recent'lY rele8l!e~1 i·t is ,knoWlJl that there 
are IIPW no 'less ,than 100 -Roman 1U8Jtl101ic priests serving as 
·ful,l-time chaplains to the Oan'adialll. force on -land, sea and 
atr, in addition, to 50 part-time chaplains. 'l'he Protestants 
!Ilotial 186, of whom 1'5 are Baptists'. 

TilJ.e follow.ing propositions pU'blished in the Baptist Direc
tory i-SS'Ued by Rev. E. T. Hiscox in 1859, are very much to 
the 'Point to-day: . 

'~ery man ,has the right to ·hold rsuch religious opi-n
ions as he ibelieves the Bible teaches, without harm or 
hinm-ance from anyone on that acco.unt, so long 'as he 
does- not intrude upon, or interfere 'With, Ibhe rights of 
others :by so doing. 

"A:ll men have the right, no.t only to 'believe, but a,lso 
to pr.ofess and openly deolare, whaJtever religious opin
ions ithey may entertain,. providing they .be not contrary .
to common .morality, and do no injustice to o.thers."----1B. 
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Bible School Lesson Outline 

Vol. 5 First Quarter Lesson 12 M'arch 23, 1941 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

\ THE RICH YOUNG RULER 

Lesson Text: Mark 10:1-31. 

Golden Text: '~Come, take up the cross, and follow me"-
Mark 10:21. . 

- I. Regulations-verses 1 to 12. 

Parallel passage: Matt. J.9 :1-9. 

had thought that eternal life could be inherited li'ke ·earthly 
possess'ions (Lk. 10:25-28; 1 Pet. 1:8, 4). 

Jesus loved ;!ilie ru:ler because of his youthful entihusiasm 
(Eccl. 11:9), his ea·rnestness, the sincerity of his tribute and 
his upright ltiife. 

The t~n commandments may be divided into two sections; 
the first section deals with man's relationship to God (Exod. 
20:3-11), the last six with his relationship to his fellOwman 
(Exod .. 20:112.,17). It is significant that the commandments 
<whieh the young man cloaimedto have observed all come in 
this second sedbion, but !he was ul18!ble ,to stand the test when 
asked to renounce his possessions and give them to the poor. 
In reality, he did not love his neighbour as himself, nor did 
he love the 'Lord his God with all his iheart. He was not 
oibeying the first commandment and the gre8itest one, lIDr 
,the second, wihich is like unto it (Exod. 20:3; Mk. 12:28-33). 
He had ,put another god before JehovKh; ihe ;revered- his gold 
instead of his God. . 

The Pharisees had perceived that, the message preached by 
the !Lord Jesus differed somewbat from tihe letter of_ the l.ww 
as interpreted ,by !the e.lders. His failure to obey tlieir tradi-

\ tions increased their hostility ,to Him, and, when they sought 
to ,bring Him into disrepute with the authorities (Mk. 3:6; 
8:1'1; Lk. 20:19, 20; John 8:6), they adOpted the scheme Df 
e~osing what ,they termed IHis violation of the law (Mk. 
2:18, 20; 7:1-15; John 8:4-6). As a matter of fact, Christ 
came to fuUilI the law (.Matt. 5:17, 18, 21-30, 33-48). He 
expounded the inner spiritual princtples, of IWhich the external 
ceremonies had been foregleams and illustrations. 

The young man had made "the g'reat refusal" (John 5:40). 
- It ~ sad to see one so promising turnIng away from Christ, 

allowlng his material possessions ito stand in the way of the 
eternal welfare of his soul. 

Chroist replied to ;bheir dpsincere question !by asking them 
a question !lWolving their lmowledge of the maitter in hand. 
When people criticize the !teaching, of Scripture, it is some
times a good move to :find out wihether they really know the 
Word. Usually they do not.· . . 

Ow iLo.rd ex,pounded the !principles involved in His regu
lations regarding divorce, referring to the ihistorical circum
stances governing the relationship between man and wife 
(Gen. 1:2'1; 2:20-25; Deut. 24:1...4; Eph. 5:31, 82). His com
mands are not grievous, bu.t reasonalble (1 John 5:8), and a 
knowledge of the historical ibackgrOuild of the Word will help 
us to understand and appreciate'it, as well as to obey it. 

Incidentally, ow Sa.viour gave"positive evoidence as to the 
Mosaic authorshliP of the 'Pentateuch, ,the first five books of 
the Bi'ble. ' 

When .the disci.ples asked Him privately about the matter, 
Christ answered them directly and definitely (Matt. 5:31, 32; 
Lk. 1£:18), as was His custom (Matt. 13:36; 24:3; Mk. 9:208; 
Lk. 10:23). Those IWho abide in (HIjm are in a position to 
receive knowledge which is 'hidden f;rom the worldly (Pea. 
25~14; 'Prov. 3:32; M'a'bt. 13:16, 17; John 7:17; 15:16). 

II. Rebuke-verses 18 to 1,6. 
Parallel passa.ges: !Matt. 19~18-1'6; ILk. 18:16-17. 

While the disciples l'ebuked the parents of the children, 
Christ rebuked ,the disciples themselves for the~r Jtack of un
derstanmng and consideratioill. They should have known His 
great 'love fsJr the chiIdren; He always ·treated -them with 
tenderness and sympa'thy. He would teach .us to do the same, 
and to recognize the imporlance of training ,them illl His way 

. and will. 
Our .Lord !has a place and a plan for the children in His 

'ktingdom, and no one shoUoId presume to disregard or imJ.l&l:il 
their spiritual welfare (M·k. 9:87, (2). The chHdIike attItude 
ds the very first requirement for those ~o :would. co~e into 
His king.tom. The commencement of eternal hfe In the 
!believer by the neIW ibir,bh. is likened to the beginning of the 
'physical I.ife :by natural 'birth (John 3:3-7; 1 ·Pet. 1:22; 23; , 
2:2). We may learn much from the cMldren. 

III. Renunciation-verses 17 to 22: 
_ Parallel passages: Matt. 19:16-22; Lk. 18:18-23. 

The ql\lestion of eternal life, inasmuch as it involves one's 
future destiny as !Well as present Jleace, lis the most important 
consideration which can occupy the human mind. The young 
man did weH to apply to Christ, the only One Whose word 
is authori,tative on that matter; He came to bring us life 
(John 4:10;' 6:63, 67, 68). 

The iLord ans:wered the ,plea of the young ruler for light, 
correctly readling, ihis heart, dn sp,ite of the d~ficieJllCy of his 
knowledge. iHe had called the ISawour good Instead of GQd, 
had regarded Him as a teacher instead of the Teacher, and 

IV. Riches-verses 23 to 81. 
( 

'Paralllel passages: 'Matt • .19:23-80; Lk. 18:24-30. 
It was tihe departure of the young ruler :whieh opened the 

:way for the Master's discourse ,regarding the 'Peril of riches 
(iLk . .118:24). Used for the Lord, riches may be a means of 
service and blessing; ibut used for self, they ·may easily 
,become a snare and a stumbling-:block (Jas. 5:1-5). Wealth 
ilJlay mean power in some circles, ,but tihe disciples must learn 
,that it may easily make StpirituaJ. progress difficult,' tending 
to minilPter to pride and self-sufficiency (1 Tim. 6:9, 10, 17). 

'l1he "eye of the needle" probably refers to one of the small 
postern doors .in the city gate. A 'camel could not pass 
througili without stooping down and being relieved of its load. 
The rich man wp,o desires ,to enter the kingdom must' put 
aside all trust in his riches (IPsa. 62:10; iLk. 1'2:15). 
"\ !Peter argued that if riches were a disad'Vantage in spiritual 
progress, then poverty must provide an advantage. That does 
not necessari.Jy foIl ow. The core of the matter is the attitude 
of tihe indJividual to Christ. The sacri.fice, of whatever kind, 
whieh is made for the glory of God', will be albundantly 
rewa·rded an God's ,own time, 

Humility" 

Humble we must be, if to Heaven'we ·go: 
High is the roof there; but the gate is Low: 
Whene'er thOlu sJleak'st, look with a lowly eye: 
Grace is anoreased by'humiUty. . - -Robert Herrick 
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