
I 

,The censor and the Editor Exchange Lette~s.~--pp.9-15 

aGbt (io5ptl ailnt55 
PUBLISHED EVERY TllUBSDAY FOB TBIl PROPAGArION OF EVANGELICAL PRINCIPLES 

AND IN DJillI'ENCB OF TBB FAITB ONCB FOB ALL DELIVERED TO THE SAINTS. , 
11.10 p.r Year. Postpaid, to UIJ' IUldn... Ie Per Slli.a. Copy. 

llditor:T.T.SBU:LD8 

'.. lUll DOt ashamed 01 tile pap" 01 Clariat."-Bomana 1:11. 

Address CorrespoDdence: THE ·GOSPEL WITNESS. 130 Gerrard Street East.' Toronto 2. Canada. 
Registered Cable Address: Jarwitsem. Canada. . . . . 

. 
Vol. 19, No. 36 TORONT,O, JANUARY 2, 1941 . Whole -Number 972 

PRESIDENT-. ROOSEVELT'S SPEEC'H 
The speech by the President of the United States last 

SU'nday evening ·mu-st have thrilled the freedom-loving 
people of ·the world. It was not spoken in ·the language 
of diplomacy. In former times such a speech, delivered 
by the spokesman of a neutral nation, describing other 
nations in such vigorous terms, would almost certainly 
have resulted in war. 

But i'n what other ter.ms could the. President have 
spoken? All 'the world knows that lawless powers are 
seeking to dominate all nations; and had the President 
been other than frank and outspoken, his speech would 
have fallen without authority upon the ears of those who 
know the facts. T.here can· no longer be any doubt as to 
the attitude of the Uni,ted States. The President plainly. 
a!bandoned the "no deHvery" principle; he did not merely . 
say, "We must increase production -for Britain", but, 
"We must get theBe weapons to them in such volume and 
quickly enough 80 we and our children will be saved the 
agony" and suffering of war ,which others have ·had to 
endure." (E-mphasis ours.) 

All that win inF>Pire the hard-pressed British Empire 
wJth new hope. Yet we cannot say that our enthusiasm 
for the speech is without reservation. We find it "difficult 
to understand the American psychology. For instance, . 
the President said: . 

"The people of Europe who are defending themselves, 
do not ask us to do theirfigMing: they ask us for the 
implements of war, the pl·anes, the tanks, the guns, the 
freighters which will enable ;them to fight for their 
liberty 'and our security.". . 

What did the President mean bysay·ing that those who 
fi,g:ht in Europe are fighting for theJr own liberty and 
American security? That is explained by an earlier 
paragraph: _ .' 

"Does anyone seriously ibelieve that we need ;to fear. 
attack while a free Britain remairis our most powerful 
naval neig.hbour in the ~tlantic? . Does anyone seriously 
believe, on the other hand,. that we could rest 'easy if the 
Axis powers were our neighboUr there?" 
What we cannot understand, however, is this: how 

Americans who admit to themselves that we "fi·ght· for 
(our) Uberty and (their) security", and who at -the same 
time acknowledge that "the people Off Europe who are 
defending 1;hemselves do not ask us to do their figMi-n.g", 
are able to be eontent with ~erely sending us implements 
of war, or, with aiding us with everything "short of 
war". 

There are certain people who tell us that the United 
States is of .greater assistance to us as' a non-belliger
ent--for she certainly can no longer ·be called neutral
than s'he wou,ld be if a state of open war existed between 
the United Sta.tes and 'Germany. To this, w.e cannot 
agree. If the United States w~re openly at war with the' 
Axis powers, -it wou1d open all American ports to British 
warships for refuelling or repairs. It would put all the 
enemy's shipping now in American ports at the disposal 
of the United States and Britain and her AUies. It would 
free the American Merchant Marine from the law which 
forbids Amer.icanshi.ps to enter belligerent waters; and . 
so far from accentuating troUible in the Pacific, we are 
persuaded it would clarify the whole situation; for Japan 
certainly has not the resources available to offer any 

. serious meqace to the United States. Her hands are 
. suffieiently filled with China and other Asiatic problems. 

Furthermore, it would· greatly simplify the matter to 
which Mr. Roosevelt alluded in his speeoh, the activity of 
agents of the Axis powers within the United States. It 
woUild, indeed, make it possi.ble for the United States to 
deal more vigorously with all sorts of Fifth Columnists 
that would undermine her strength and retard her pro
. gramme of defense .. The moment war was declared be
tween the British Empire and Ger.many., Nazi agents 
were gathered in in Canada; and as soon as Italy de
clared war, a far greater number of Italians, suspected 
orfbeing enemy agents were interned. The same condi
tion would dbtain in the United States. 

'M!oreover the anti-American elements in that· country 
would not .be so free to propagate their anti-American" 
ideologies if the United States ,were actuailly -at war. 
And no one can estimate the moral effect that would be 
produced were the United States openly to allign herself _ 
with us. However, the President ·has given his pledge, 
as did Mr. WiUkie, that he will do Ms utmost to keep 
Amer:ica out of the war--<a.nd we have no doubt he will 
do ·it. On the other hand, the bHnd fury of the enemy 
·may make it impossible to keep the war out of the United 
States. FoHowin·g Mr. RooSevelt's·speech enemy agents 
are likely to become still more active, and any day may 
provoke some "·incident" which ·would change the w.hole 
international situation. . But we are profoundly thankful 
for this great speech which must be as discouraging to 
1lhe Axis powers as it is inF>Piring to us: 
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LETTERS FROM DR. T. I. STOCKLEY 
AND REV. A. H. BARHAM 

Readers of THE ·GOSPEL WITNESS will be interested in 
'news from two of our friends in ·England. Dr. Stockley 
is 'gratefully rememibered, ·both 'in Toronto and through
out our GOSPEL WITNESS constituency, as the former 
Dean' of Toronto Baptist Seminary, and as ·a frequent 
and valued contributor to this ,paper. Th~ Editor was 
delighted to receive ·a letter indicating that Dr. Stockley 
is still safe and .in good health, and we publish the letter 

. . hel'eso that his former students -who read ~his paper 
may ~ow his address, and t-hat they may -be .able to com
municate with·him. How happy we should be,jf ihe were 
safe in Canada! . 

The other l-etter is from Rev. A. H. ·Barham who for 
about thir-~n years was Pastor-al Visitor of Jarv.is 
Street Baptist phurch. Mir. BaI'ham is gratef!1lly re
membered, and held ~n affectionate esteem by a host of 
people. We glory in his sPirit.' His letter 'breathes his 
invarialble cheeI'fulness. All Jarvis Street men in the 
Canadian overseas forces, everyone of whom will re
ceive this 'paper, w:HI be ·glad to !know Mr .. Barham's ad
dress; aI!-d ,we su.ggest that each one communicate with 
him at his earliest convenience. \'" . 

Mr. Barham tells us he -has not heard for some months· 
from obis daughter, Miss Marie, who is one of 'Our Jarvis 
Street girls, and 'is 'now -in her ·second term of service as 
a missionary in ,China under the China Inland Mission. 
We are 'sorry to have to report that we cannot !find any
one here who has heard from Marie within the same 
period. We trust, however, that she is safe, and thoat 

. we shall all hear from her 1n due course. . 
The letters of Dr. Stockley and Mr. Barham follow: 

5 Oakleigh Avenue, Hallow, Worcester, Eng. 
Dec. 8rd, 1940 

My dear I;>r. Shields: 
. You .will see that I am' writing from a new address. The 
reason is simple. Add-iscombe became quite dangerous by 
bombs and gunfire. Sleep also -became almost impossi.ble 
and so I was advised .to seek a new home for a while. Moter 
.writing to several ministers in likely placeS we found that 
so many were moving' out of the iLondon area that it was not 
easy to· find' a safe and quiet spot. So my' niecet who lives 
wi-th me, came to Worcester and ,through a friend of hers 
there we discovered the 'Place .from which I am writing now, 
a very pleasa'llll; village about three miles from Worcester, 
where we-my niece, my housekeeper and myself--came six 
weeks eince. We have furnished apartments in the home of 
some people who deligh,t to do all they can for our comfort. 
This is really a ·great ca.tch for every comfortable home in 
Worcester and Hallow is filled, with people from London or 
other bombed cities. How long we may remain !he~ depends 
lal1gely on. Hitler. Tohe house in Addiscombe is shut up and 
my son, Dr. ,Clement, who lives .neal1by, has Ithe keys. He 
cannot leave the dIstrict -because his medical practice is there. 

It is very delightful when ,the sun shines to take a good 
walk into the country and see the fading ibeauties of Nalture. 
There is one serious loss nere and. that. is a good place of" 
worship. There is a Church of England near by where a 
devout man is Vicar and a tiny 'Congregational Hall not far 
off, 'but for a good -Baptist church we muet go into Worcester 
and there is no bus from Hallow on Sunday moming. Per
haps I may .find a little s·phere of ministry some time later 
if the Lo'rd nas yet some use for me in thiS world. It would 
be a joy' to be used ag8i.in fl:Jr awhile .before the Lord calls 
me Home. '. '. 

I receive THI!l GoSPEL WITNESS with much joy nearly every 
week. ,Sometimes through enemy -action it 'fails to arrive. 
But when it does come to hand I am eager 'to read its mes
sage. How I :rejoice that you are sustained in strength and 
spiritual power! How favoured Toronto ds to have a min
istry such as yours maintained for 80 many yeaml 

I hope Mrs. Shields is well, Miss Stoakley and 'all the dear 
helpers. You are favoured people to be out of England un
der present conditions. London, -Coventry, Birmingham, 
Bristol, Southampton, Liverpool, etc., are all ,badly smashed 
so fl1iendstell me who have visited them. Canada is now a 
very favoured country. How we wish that our army, navy 
or air force C<)uld utterly crush Germany, obhat wicked and . 
devilish nation, which is carrying ruin and destruction 
wherever she goes. God will surely soon lift up Ris Al
mighty Hand and lay th'at na.tion low. -Do remember us 
in your prayers .that deliverance may come speedily. 

With warm Christian love to yourself, ,Mrs. Shields and all 
who may still think kindly of us . 

Your own ever-loving friend, 
T. I. STOCKLEY. 

21 Monks Walk, Reigate, Surrey. 

My Dear ·Pastor: . 
Dec. 2, 1940 

My thoughts are often with you and with Jarvis St. and· 
most of the news concerning you I gather from THE WIT-
NESS which reaches me with fair regularity. . 

At any time I. can have a chat with a Torontonian, simply 
. by accosting one of the many Canadians around us, and from 
ti.nte to $ime we get a v.isit from' one of our oWn boys, as 
George IPaI'fitt. The latter is hoping to come to' us for 
Christmas if he can get leave. If others of our men are 
coming over I should be glad if <they had my address and 
got ~n touch With me on arrival. . 

My sister and I are keeping well, thank God, though I 
cannot say !i·t .is exactly peacef.ul around us. We sleep on 
makeshift ,bed!! downstairs,. never fully undressing, and aI-
ways each with ·a bag packed with a change in case we or 
Ithe near locality is bombed;; Few people care to go to their 
garden shel,ters, ·finding them too damp after all the ra.in we . 
have had. . 

There is no great difficulty ·as regards prov.isions. Though 
. some thdngs are scarce, there .are other .things to take their 
,place. 'The lack of onions would' not trouble 'you, and with 
us they are just a fragrant memory. I am the ibuyer for 
the house. Two ounces of tea per person per week is sufficient 
for us; though not enough for you to whom "any time is tea
time." 

You may know that my·son Alf. is over here in . London, 
in uniform of course, and he likes his job--stationery and 
printing. Naturally -he is jn tthe midst of 1lhe daily and 
nightly noise and is gh~d to get down to us occasionally, 
though it ds not· much ,better here: It seems that, failing to 
get through the London barrage, the enemy 'planes turn and 
unloaa their bombs on us before going home. 

In spite ·ofall. ·these things it is good to be here, and I 
would ·not choose to ·be elsewhere. 

I feel, an!i. I believe you also .do, that. though we have a 
very tough Job ahead, we' are goIng to WID. Of that I have 
no doubt. 

Up to.the time of leaving Toronto I was hearing from 
Marie ,regularly, but have not received one letter since com
ing here, and quite possibly she' has not received mine the 
stoppage ·bem·g in the Jap contr,olled territory. But she ,is . 
well I have no doubt. 

After six months' rest I am feeling much better . I am 
thankful to say, 'and have . opportunities for preacbdng on 
most Sundays. 

With kindest regards to Mrs. Shields, . 
Yours cordially in Him, 

. A. H. BARHAM. 

THIS WEEK'S ISSUE OF THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
Our readers will recognize the importance of this 

issue of the paper. We are anxiou·s that this issue 
should ·be as widely .distr:ibuted as. that of December 
fif·th.· 

Again we remind our readers that this is a crusade, 
'~e have no capital except the good wiU which grows 
out of the profound -religious conviction of those who 

(support the paper. We are mo~t grateful for the finan
cial help re·c·eived for the' issue of DeSlember ·fifth; by 
which we mean the consideration of those who, ordering 

. ·(Continued on 'PtJ,1I6 8) . ' 
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. mqt. iaruts ~trttt ·",ulptt 
DOES THE BIBLE PREDICT THE COOP:~1RATION. OF RUSSIA AND GERMANY? 

'A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 
, . 

Preached in Jarvis Street Ba.ptist Church, TorC?nto, Sunday Ev~ning, December 29th, 1940 

. (Stenographically, Repo~) 
"Why do the heathen· rage, and the people imagine'a vain thing? 
"The Icings of the earth--set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 

against the Lord, and' against his anointed, saying, ' 
"Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. " 
"He that· sitteth in the heavens shall laugh,: Ithe ,Lord shall ~ave them in derision. 
"Then shall .he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them d'n his sore dis-

ple~ure,".:..;psalm 2:1-5 • 
. "And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, . 
"SOD of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of, Magog, the chief prince of 

Meshech' and Tub8:l, and prophesy against him, ' 
"And say, Thus saith the Lord 'God; Behold, I am against thee, 0 Gog, the chief 

prince of Meshech and Tubal: , 
"-And I :will turn thee 'back, and put 'hooks into thy jaws, and I wdll bring thee 

forth, and all thine army" horses and horsemen, ·all of them 'clothed with all sorts of 
armour, even"a great company wi,th bucklel"s and shields, all of them handling swords: 

. "Persia, Ethiopia, and !Libya, with them; all of them wIth shield and helmet: 
. "Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah of-the north quarterst and' all 

his ,bands: and many people with thee. . . - , 
"Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyself, ·thou, and all thy company that are 

assembled unto thee, and be thou a guard' unto .them."-Ezekiel 38:1-7. ' . " , 

(remar.k·upon,that ·~hich must have occ~rredto every 
thou,gbtful ,persOli: ours is a day of ir):creas'ed perplexity.' 
I have no doubt that very many Christian people find .it 
difficult to be at all speci,fic in their prayers; about all we 
can do is to pray, "'Thy will ,be done .in earth, as it is done 
in heaven." , 

I am aware that there are some people who are par-
, ti:cularly fond of exact definiti"oni[l, and are ready to iden
tify the events of the times, and the leading·, actors in 
them, wi,th .particular- scriptures, who say, "-That' is just 
exactly what is written." I should be the last to desire 
to speak any word that .would make complex that w.hich 
God has made simple, or add any degree of obscurity to 
that which God has made plain. It is very dallgerous, 
however, to prophesy apart fr9m the Scripture, for the 
reason that we know not what a day nor a~ hour may 
bring forth. , It is equally dangerous-perhaps even more 
so-to clothe our own predIctions, which may be largely 
our own imaginings-with alleged scriptural authority, 
and presume Ito say that the Scr.iptures teach thus and 
so, when in many cases they teach nothing of. the kind.I 

IJ; is extremely important that we should none of us 
try, or even desire, to be .wise beyond that which .is 

.' written. There is a 'kind of religious mind that seems 
afraid to say, in respect to any great matter; I do not 
know. They seem to desire to reach finality, and to be 
able to speak wfth dogmatic centainty, "-This is exactly 
what the Scripture meims." It seems to me there is very 
great danger in that direction. It is possible to confuse 
the mjnds of very devout people by givin,g our imagina-' 
tions . free play ·in our attempts to interpret Scripture, 
and especially to identify current events as ,being them" 
,selves the fulfilment of something allegedly speci.fically 
predicted in th_e Word of God: 

I have said i,t again and again, and, I repeat it: I 
recommend to yoou such holy caution as will make you 
afraid to be too positive about some thing.s. There are 
things that we' may. certainly know, and that. we our-

selves may ex,perience; but there are other things' that 
are shrouded in mystery. It is very difficult for anyone J 

to 'be certain as to the future in respect to details even 
with the prophl;!tic scriptures open 'before him. 

Just at this particular time ,the 'whole world i's Seme
what mystified by the concentration of large Nazi forces' 
in the East. We have Qeen expecting it on the W.estem 
coast of Europe, and' have ibeen doing our best to pre-

,pare to be l:eady to resist the inv~der; bu,t ¥ow Germany 
seems to be mov·ing e.astward. Russia has long been an 
eni.gma. Who knows what Russia is about? What she 
plans, what she may a·ttempt .tomorrow?· I am aware 
that some interpreters think they have discovered in the 

. chapter I read, taken together witll the chapter from 
which I have read several~verses as a text, some intima
tion of the ultimate co-operation of Russia' with Ger

'many, the great horde of the enemy then coming 'down 
from the north and concentrating a.bout J·erusalem, to 'do ' 
battle against Israel arid the Holy City; -: 

It is a very interesti'ng speculation, I grant you. But 
I have O'bserved there are people who are indisposed to 

, enquire 'beyond the assertions of certain ,teachers who are 
supposed to know. Thus they come to us and say, "Did 
yoou see the paper this morning? ' That is 'what is saia 
in Ezekiel's prophecy." Are you quite sure that it is 
exactly what is pred-icted? I \.lave' 'been trying, 4uring 
these war months, to caution- people against these e~
travagances lest they Ishould be led to ~rtain ex:pecta
-tions which, in the end, will fail of fulfilment; and the 
failure should then have a very unwholesome reaction 
upon their own re}i.gious life; not !because, the Word of 
God' has failed, nor beclluse' prophesies have not been 
fuLfilled as the Lord said they would be, but'because/some 

, rather, extravagant· ~nd fa'ncilful· interpretations have 
heen ,proved to be false ,by tl1e mere passage of time" and 
the development ,of events. .' . '.' , 

The theory is that this cpief .prince (Ro81i) 'of Meshech ' 
and Tubal is Russia, and, they find in Mesech a refer-
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ence to Moscow and in Tubal to Tobolsk. Indeed, I have in the air because all they have predicted has been 
bere a Scofield Bible, and in the note on the thirty-eighth proved to be wrong Iby the mere passage of time. Let 
chapter of Ezekiel, Dr. ,Scofield says, "T·hat th.e primary us ,be on ·guard just now when thing.s are developing in 
reference is to. the Northern ,European powers headed up Eastern Europe, so that we shaIl not faIl into these 
by Russia, all agree." Then there are ·further assertions; errors.. 
and the unsuspecting, 'uninstructed, but earnest student What is the purpose of this prophecy? There is a 
of the Bible, feeling w.hoIly incompetent to question such great confederacy of evil .powers, and it is directed 
an authority, simply assumes that that is exactly What against Israel and against Jerusalem. It is a picture, I 
the Bible says. "T·his ·is Russia; Dr. Scofield says all. grant you, the outline of which is not wholly unlike what 
agree." . we see now forming in Eastern Europe. If what we are 

I have been at ,pains to enquire into that somewhat told is true, millions of ·men are standing at arms in 
diligently and all I have to say is that it is very, very far Russia, and 'increasing numbers of 'Germans are moving 
from bei~g a statement of fact; for there are few things . in that 'general direction, with the armed forces of Ru
about which exPositors are less in agreement than in this mania, and Bulgarja, and Turkey, and Yugoslavia, and 
very matter. It may ·be tlhat· 'Ilhose of Dr. Scofield's Hungal!' none agreeing together ;but all armed to .the 
school who' read notrung but ·that with which they ar~ teeth-l·f they could be ,brought mto concerted actIon, 
wholiy agreed, and which is iIi harmony with ,their own ~ey would be a formidable foe. . 
precon'Ceptions,will agree with Dr. Scofield's dictum. It . But one cannot help asking why such an enormous 
is not to he set aside li.ghtly; but to say that "all" inter- force as these chapters deSCrLbe should 'be assembled 
preters are agreed ,that Russia is here specifically men- against Israel and Jerusalem. What do you mean by 
tioned is not corre<:!;. There are quite as many exposi- "Israel"? Do you mean the Jewi·sh 'race? They are not 
tors of equal authority who deny that there is any refer- a very numerous race, and so far as I know, except as 
ence to Russia here. . they are found in the armed forces of other nations, they 

T,hese names Gog and Magog ·appear elsewhere in are unarmed. Nor is Jerusalem in 'any sense a fenced 
Scri.pture. You find them, in the book of Genesis, and in' city. Why such an enormous eorufederacy should be 
Revelation. T·hat is a long leap, from Genesis to Revela- formed for. such a task it would be difficult to see. My 
tion; they are the two ends of the arch of divine com- British Israel friends would say, "You are discovering a , 
munication. ·Gomer and Togarmah are also to be found in difficulty. Israel cannot mean the Jews. It must be the 
the .book of ·Genesis. Indeed, it is al,ways difficult, and as. Anglo-Saxon race. It may yet be the Ibattle will be 
dangerous as it is difficult, to assign particular names to fought 'in the vicin'ity of Jerusalem, and OOO's Israel, the 
particular persop,s or nations, and to a particular perjod Anglo-Saxon people will have to. defend the city against 

- of history. ·Some nations which occUipied a very large thie confederacy." 
place ,both jn the historical scriptures and the prophetic I see great difficulty in that direction. I met a man 
scri.ptures have now entirely ceased to exist; and if cer-' once' who happened' to ·mention the name' of a certain 
tain interpretations could be true, then it would be neces- minister, and spoke of him disparagingly, saying he 
sary first of all .for God to re-create these non-existent would not .go to hear hi·m under any circumstances. I 
nations in order tlhat tws f.uturist idea of things should happened to know the minister, and spoKe in his defense; 
be fulfilled. , I thought ,he was an excellent brother, a 'man of God, a 

We arelDeing told to expect the reviv'ld{of the Roman man whose message was worthy of attention. But the 
Empire. I am. told a certain so-called Bi·ble teacher ,,!"ho man told me that the minister, in the couree of an ad
had i·mbibed these ideas, before iMussolini became quite dress had made an allusion to a certain incident in the 
S9 important as he became l8.ter, and w,hen he W8.IS more American ·Civil War. He had become somewhat confused 
accessible than in his later years, made· a journey to in his identifications, and had got a man of the South, 
Rome and' expounded his theory to Mussolini--..and it was in his story, fighting for the North, and a -man of the 
very palatable to that gentleman. Evidently he was ready _ North fighting for the South.. Said his ,critic, "He does 
to he a candidate for the office of the new Caesar. We not even know the difference between the blues and the 
have been told to be'on the lookout for the revival of the grays.' A man who is so inaccurate in his hietorical·. 
Roman Empire.' It seems at :the moment, as I have re- allusions cannot speak to me wi~. author.ity on any 
marked before, much more iproba'ble that the ancient Gre- subject." 
cian . Empire .will 'be ~V!ved .t,han_ ~e Roma~ E~'Pi~! If I follow the intel'lpretations of Dr. Scofield, or even 
PartIcularly If MiUSSOhm-cont1Oues 10 the dIrectlon'In of some others I find myself in the' same difficulty. I 
which he is now goi~g-and he says nothing will stop discover ·in ·thi~ confederacy there are some who-and I 
him! have as much authority on that side certainly as Dr. Sco-

What I· am concerned about is that no one should put field has tor his Ibold ~d bald assertions---.r find some in
an interpretation upon Holy Scripture which coilld pos- eluded in that confederacy who are, ethnologically, our 
si:bly discredit it, or undermine its authority in the kinsmen, or' at -least our fellow-nationals. According to Dr. 
minds of ·men. These i.ma.ginative, fanciful, intel'lpreta- Fausset, Gomer.is of the stock of the Cymry as the 
tive flights remind me rather of a story I heard in the Welsh caB themselves, and is represented also by the 
last war 'of an old lady who did not know.much about Gael of Ireland, and ·Scotland, and gave their name :to 
aviation. Mleeting an aviator she asked him what would Cumber-land. I am not an ethnological expert: I must 
nappen if they were to run ou.t of gasolene while up in leave that to others. But I shQuld expect ,to hear some 
the sky. "Oh", said the aviator facetiously, ''they would objection from many Welsh and ,Scotch, and Irish friends, 
have, to stay up there. There are a lot of them up .even :were I to suggest they are likely to·be found in this 
there who cannot get down." I have known several confederacy with Russia and all the rest! Such' speeu
alleged Bible teachers :who have iflOWD away into some lative interpretations lead to endless confu'sion, and in 
stratosphere of their oWI(i.magining, and who are still the end rob the Word of God of its authority. 

I 
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On the other hand, we cannot write these prophecies, 
either that of the second Psalm or that of Ezekiel's 
.prophecy, wholly in the past tense. Had I time I could 
show you that they have ·both historically ·found a -par
tial fulfilment. There are. some who insist they are 
whoUy fU'l-filled, and that the only correct intenpretation 
is an historical one. Historical parallels can be -found, 
and it is possible to present a very plausirble argument 
iIi support of the historical view. .It is said to belong too 
the "I-atter days", but so did Pentecost ~y Peter's inter
pretation; but as I read -it to you this evening you must· 
have observed that it is on such a col'Ossal scale it 'seems 
difficult to find ·historical authority for believing these 
prophesies to have been fulfilled fully and completely. 

There is'to be a final confederacy. We know that, 
though we may not understand aH the particulars of it. 
The broad outlines are ,given to U8 in the final book of 
the Bible. There is to :be an u.ltimate battle in which 
light is to' triulIllPh over darlrness, good over evil, God 
'Over the devil. There is to be a new Jerusalem coming
down from God out of heaven, which is to be a holy city. 
T·here are to Ibe a new heavens and a new earth wherein 
dwelleth r-ighteousness. . 

Personal'ly, I cannot identify Russia as playing the 
leading role, which according to that inter.pretation, she 
would in tht present case. I cannot see .Hitler-unless 
he loses' tw.o eyes, a leg, and an arm---tplaying second 
fiddle to Stalin or anyone else. The Stalin as chief prince 
of Meshech and Tubal, does not fit in with the present 
situation.-

.It is swfer always t~ confine 'ourselves to principles 
and to observe that there is always a progressive fulfil
ment leading up to some final -issue; and that every 
prophecy is fulfilled in stages. There is a partial fulfil
ment ·going on all the time. We may err in our racial, 
nationa'l, and ·g·eograpMcal, identifications; we need not 
err in our identilfic~tion and aptpraisal of spiritual reali-

,ties. If we ,keep within that safe circle we shall be able 
to find in every portion of the Word o~ God scriptures 
which are prophetic of individu·al. and national experi
ences, and will undergird us with strength in the dark 
days. 

I. I 

We may learn that GOD TAKES COGNIZAN.CE OF NATIONAL 
COUNSELS AND INTERNATIONAL CONSPIRACIES AND CON
FEDERACIES. The portions of scripture I have read relate -
·particularly to nations and rulers of nations. God is 
speaking, not ,to particular iIl:dividuals so much as to col
lections of indi~idua:ls in their racial and national capac
,ities. -"T·he ,heathen rage, and 'the people imagine a va'in 
thing. The kings <Xf the earth set themselves, and the 
rulers take counsel together, aga:inst the Lord, and 
against his anointed." Arid the Lord takes account of it, 
knows all abou-t -it, and sends a s.pecial message directed 
to people in their collective capacity. 

-The same in principle ·is true of the . prophecy 'of 
Ezekiel. Whoever Gog and Magog and ·the chief prince 
of Meshech and Tu.bal may be, we have here also such 

. nations as Persia, and Ethiopia, and Li'bya, and many 
others, as well as Gomer and Togarmah, all of them 
representing, not particular individuals, but Collections 
of peop'le, nations and races; of whose character and con
duct God takes account, and to whom God directs a 
specific word.· . 

With that as a background, I remark that there is Q, 

tendency in Bome directio'11.8 to m.o.ke reiigion ercclusively 
individuaJiBtic. Sa)'\\J someone, "Why do you not preach 
the gospel"----e&lP8Cially if I say something that they do 
not Hke! I have found when I have spoken on temper
ance, people say that. There are some people w.ho would 
nat know the gospel if they heard it; or knowing it, 
know it only to hate it. They see no a.pplica~ion of the 
gospel as such discussions involve. We cannot too 
strongly emphasize the individual aspect of religion. Sal
v·ation ·is· an individual m-atter; .People are not saved, in 
the evangelical sense, in the mass. '1'hey are saved indi- . 
vi dually ; they m:ust be born again; they are held to be 
individually accountable to God: "So then everyone of 
WI shall give account of himself to God." 

We cannot evade or avoid our individual responsibility 
to God. Hence the collectivism so prevalent in our day 
that merges the individual in the mass, the individual in 
the state, is bound to lbe wrong. It -is wrong politically, 
and it is equally wrong religiously .. Totalitarianism,
which assumes that a man is only a f31P6Ck of dust, and . 
that individuals exist ·in the aggregate to make u-p the. 
sta'tt!, and that the state is the aM-important thing, and 
that therefore millions of lives may ruthlessly be sacri
ficed in the-'interests of the state, that is entirely con
trary to our conception_ of statehood' and citizenS'hip, and 
equally contrary to the teach:ing of the Word Off God. 

So is it -of that religion .which makes a man only a 
.part of a great church. That 'is Roman Catholicism. 
Roman Catholicism is religious totillitari-anism. Salva
tion is iIi the Church. Everything is to be sacrificed 
for the IChurch: the individual does n'Ot count. Tl),at is 
not Christian; and that view, whether applied to the 
state or to religion, is essentially pagan and anti-Chris
tian. We must hold fast to our individualism, and .beli~ve 
that the Good Shepherd leaves th.e ninety and nine in the 
wilderness, and goes after the one that is IQst "until he 
find it". Nothing less than that i,s the religion of th~ 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Out of this ,grows the conception of a free citizenry
and a free state, and a free church-freedom every
where-based lipon _that view Off i~dividual reSIPonsibility. 

And yet from these scriptures we may learn ·that 
r~ligion ka.B it~ BociaJ. implica-tio7&8. I know there are -
individuals ·.who assu·me that my own business is to gel 
ready for heaven, to make sure I am saved with an ever
lasti'ng salvation-and the ·world may go to the devil. My 
ma!n business is to' seek t~ heavenly clty. 

That ·is true. That is my main bu.siIiess-and, yours. 
Our citizenship is in heaven; but I remind you th1,lt the 
,gospel of Jesus Christ is the fulfilment of 'bOth tables of 
the law. Christianity ·is designed to relate us primarily, 
rightly and savingly to God; but it is equally designed 
to . relate us ri.ghtly and serviceably to our neighbour. 
And you are not exemplifying- the Spirit of Christ, nor 
are you living as a 'Christian ought -to live, if while your 
heart is set u·pon things above,· you are not doing every
thing 'in you!:" power to serve people around you in order 
that 'they may go to heaven with you. 

I think there is some ground for the complaint that is 
made !by sOme people 'who ~ose sight of the individual 
aspect of the religion of Christ, and constantly din int;,o 
our- ear-s their doctrine of a social gospel, as though 
society at large were to be saved in ~e mass. No; the 
individual is to be saved, and .society throu,gh the indi
vidual. But the individual has a relation to Ms fellow, 



. '\ 

6 (450) THE GOSPEL WITNESS January 2, 1941 

and he must recognize the implications of that relation. 
~hat i'nevitably implies nati~nal privilege and respons

ibility. I am part of -the state, and I have a right and 
an obligation as a Christian to fulfil- my duty to the 
state; because God is ,going to deal with nations as well 
a·s with individuals. T,heref'ore I must exercilge what 
influence I -can in the national interests. 

We have national responsibilities, since God is the God 
of the nation as well as of the individual, and takes 
account ofcoHeclive evils as weU as of individual sins. 
He hears what the ruler·s say as well as ordinary peopl~ 
Uke you ·and me. How evil men pile. up' evil ~gainst the 
Lord a'nd a·gainst His Anointed. In' the second Psalm 
you have it, and in Eze·kiel. We hear about the Berlin
Rome..:Tokio axis. That ;is a trinity of evil, and we need 
have no doubt that 'God has taken account of aH. that. 

Such carnal conspiracies are always directed against 
God .. It .is so in the second Psalm, and so in Ezekiel. It is 
folly to eXlpect a'nything else from such a source. Whether 
Russia and Germany work tGgether or not, they are 
equally opposed to -God. However they may differ from 
each other, they will together further their own evil .end@ 
save as God sovereig:nly inte~venes to prevent them. 
Herod' and Pilate may not ibe on spea:king ,terms-they 
were not; but where Jesus Christ wal9 concerned, they 
became friends in their common opposition to righteous
ness. So you may expect to· find that in these confeder
acies, whether there be a political 'pact, wh~ther they 
definitely co-operate one with tHe other, ·in their chief 
aim they are one. As Mr. Chamberlain said .. it is an 
ev.iJ thing we are fighting, whether it is Russia, or Ger-
many, or Italy, or adl of them combined. '" 

It may not be reckoned as ,poHtically wise, 'but I a~ 
convinced that no more good can come from the un-' 
e·qual yoking of nations' than of ·su·ch yoking of indi
vidu·als. 'Hence, -Iet us not complain of the. coming 
together of these nations. It !Was a shock when we 
found tha,t France had forsakElll us. There is much 
of the salt of the earth in France; many of the Lord's 
elect dwell in that country. But for France offi,cially 
an(l politically little good can be sa'id. France, politi
caBy, officialIy, was almost ascorrup,t as Germany her
self. It-..was a .tree that was rotten at the heart. I am 
nbt sorry that we stand a.1one. iI think we m,ay well 
congratula,te ourselves that we are free from the com
plications !Which further partnership at this st~ge 
would -have involved. " ' , . , I 

Some of you wili:r"imemher that wlten ·it was reported 
that Germany 'and Russia had signed ,a non-aggresslon 
pact, I ventured to say ,that I was profound,ly thankful 
for the news. I had a' sense of horror lest by some 
means we should be linked u,p with that utterly god
less aggregation. I do not say that we ·should try ,to mul
·tiply oU'r enemies. In: the providence' of God they will 
,have' their ,place in the final issue, and 'ineffecting the, 
final result; but with all our ~aults ,as Britishers
and ,we have' many. . I hope you recognize ,it, and that .. 
Canada is a long long way f'rom being,. in' the b'iblical 
sense, a IChristian country, and Britain is a long way 
from 'being, in the. true sense a, ·Chris·tian eountry
notwithstanding ·aU our faults, I think there is left a 
residue 'Of Ohristian conscience so that God in His 

, goodnes's has saved us from that which stains the 
escutcheon of those iW'ho a·re now our enemies.' We are 
engag,ed in a war which we believe to be a righteous 
cause. I think we shall be freer to /fight with clean 

hands if for a whUe we fight alone, not !With RUllsia 
or anyone else. I think there is a providence in our 
separation, arid we 'had better be patiently content to 
take such reinfo'rcements as ·God Himself is pleased to 
send us" God wi.Jl look after us; and if our statesmen, 
instead of resort,ing to all the tricks of diplomacy, 

. would pursue a c04'rse of righteousness,standing solid
ly for righteousness and truth in ·respect to Russia and 
Germany a:nd Italy and all the other powers, it would 
be'the truest and most) successfu,l diplomacy. That, 
ho!Wever, is !beyond, our personal control, but ,we may 
pray as the .Lord directs. . 

( 
! '/ II. .., 

From these scriptures we may learn that GOD Is AT 
WAR WITH ALL SUCH EVIL CONFEDERACIES. That is the 
teaching of the seco,nd Psalm, and of these chapters in 
Ezekiel. "Tnerefore, Thou son of man, .prophesy against' 
Gog, and say, Thus saith the Lord God; Beho'ld I am 
against thee, 0 Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and 
Tubal." You remember that someone remarked to Presi
dent Lincoln that he hoped God was on their side. T·he 
P.resident replied, "I am not as anxious to know ,that, as 
to .be certain we are on God's side." That is the supr~me
ly, important question ·for everyone of us. 

All that is predicted in this second Psalm will be ful
filled progressively. 

It fO'und a partial fulfilment in apostolic time. You 
. remember how the apostles came·fogether and in their 

prayer, 'having, been delivered from the, oppressor for 
,the time 'being, they rejoiced and quoted the second 
Psalm: "Why did the heathen rage, and the people 
imagine vain things? The kings of the earth stood up, 
and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, 
and against his Christ." They saw it fulfilIed, and they 
said, "Of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom 
thou has anointed, 'both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with 
the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered 
together, for to do whatsoever thy hand and thy, counsel 
determine~ before to. be done." Poor little He'rod! Poor 
Pontius Pilate! "This is the 'king", wrote P·iIate above 
Him on the cross. "No! No! Do not ~rite that; write 
that he s'aid, I am the king." "What I have written, I 
have written." 

The second 'Psalm was parotiaHy fulfilled in the 'ex
.perience of the apostolic church, and we have for' our 
authority the inspired Word of God. / And remember, 
the Bi:ble is always the ,best commentary .on the Bible. 
If you want to know what the Bible means, ask the 
Bi'~le. If you want to know what it teaches, search 'the 
Scriptu,res. _ " 

Here then is the divine attitude: it has been the divine 
attitude toward every such· subsequen-t conspiracy. God 
doos' not change, and wherever evil men get .together 
against the things for which God stands-:-Iet ·me rather 
say, those .principles which are no more than the radia
tions of His character, the transcripts of His nature, 
which' have their source in Him; when ,people are 
gathered together against the Lord and against His 
Christ, against alI that is written in the su·preme revela
tion of divine holiness, God is against them. We ,do not 
need to argue the point: we can :becertain that God is 
against Hitler, against Stalin, against Mussolini, agaiIist 
all these workers of iniquity. The Bible says so. And 
we had better .be against them with 'alI our might. Then 
we 'can be sure we are on God's side. 

-. 
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Such an interpretation is not e~clusi."e of a final and to-day than Hitler 'has. ,He has millions of people who hate 
complete fulfilment of Scripture. I do not believe the hi.m, and millions who fear him---lbu.t no one who loves 
second Psalm is completely fulfilled as yet. In principle, him. And all who fear and hate him 'are our potential 
it has :been fulfilled again and again; but there must be allies. We may not have half as much fighting :to do as 
a final fulfilment of all its .predictions. The s'ame is true we have .feared~hen God fulfil,s the principle .of this 
of the divine complacency in the_ face of all such con- prophecy, and all these conspirators come together. He 
spiracies. II have .found people a -little. down when ·they says,' "I will set their swords everyone against the other, 
reaq of. some apparent victory by the Axi·s 'powers- and let them proceed to their mutual destruction in the 
afraid of Japan, of Russia, of Ru,mania: God is not afraid fulfilment of my judgment upon ·them." 
of any of them. When all the world's rulers conspire, He wilt also employ wewpons frdmr His own armoury to' 

. "he that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord do it. The teaching of modern science---;)r let me rather 
shall have -them in derision~" That .is the only correct say, the modern teaching of 'science has almost excluded' 
attitude. , from the thoughts of men the possibili-ty of God's using 

Learn to take that attitude when you read. your pap~r. natural powers. by supernatural intervention. I recall 
to-morrow, no matter what the news. Read -the second . being in a cyclone in Souihern Indiana some years ago, 
P·salm !before you read the worst news that could possibly or rather on the rim of it. When I c8lme home I spoke 
come.' We are glad to hear from ~. Churchill. We on the subject as to whether God directs cyclones. The 
shall' be ,glad to hear President Roosevelt later this sermon was .published, and someone ·sent me an item 
evening.·We are glad to hear these great national leaders. from an' English paper. The editor had seen my -sermon 
B,ut for myself I .prefer first of all to-settle my mind by and he called it, "Fundamentalism gone mad."The idea 
discovering what is God's attitude towaz:d the day's news, . that anyone in this day and age would be so stupid as to 
and .if God is undisturbed, I need not be. '1 care not believe that the powers of nature are subject to d-ivine 
what the news, "he that sitteth in the heavens shall control! It is all part of a system, and we are subject 
laugh: the Lord shall have' them in derision." Do not to inexora:ble law! Every\hing must be explained on 
wear such a long face. 'If the ·Lord can laugh, let us natural grounds. I will not quarrel with the man who 
join in the laughter! Remember, victory is on' the side argues the inexorability of God's law, !bu-t I honour both 
of righteousness ultimately, and perhaps intermediately. God and His law, and I insist He can and does interpose. 
In any even-t, God is never disturbed. If He· does not, the Bi.ble is not true. Our hi.story i!l 

.Mr. Roosevelt will tell' us to-night what the United full of it. The history of the British nation ·is full of it. 
States is doing in preparation for national defense. ·But Here He says, "I will plead against him with pestilence 
let me remind you that this Holy Book tells us of a great an!i with 'blood; 'and I will rain upon him, and upon his 
Ruler-and it is literally true-Who has abundant re- bands, and upon the many .people that are with .him, an 
sources of power. By all means, let us supply everything overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and' brim-

. possible in men and munitions of every sort. Oh that stone. Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself." 
. we could do more and more and more; but over and above When God opens His artillery 'barrage the earth shakes_ 
Britain and the United States, let us continue to believe All that human power or skill has designed' is as nothing 
that this is not the prediction of a pleasant dream, but compared with -the weapons that are in His armoury. 
that it is ·to be literally fulfilled. He can dash the He did it at Dunkirk; He did it at ·Mons; He did it 
mightiest nation in pieces as a potter's vessel, and rule .when He wrecked the Spanish Armada, and saved Britain 
them with a rod of iron. He may-and will-use our from 'being conquered by the Pope and Ms Spanish allies. 
-rods of iron: ·.Let us have plenty of them. He ha·s· intervened in your. life and mine. I know it, 

-I say, let. us multiply our rods of iron, every kind of many times. Without violation of natural law He 
munition that we can supply-airplanes, tanks, guns, stretches forth His aND to help me. No, I am not lost 
ships. Let us. do our utmost. But never .forget there is in the crowd: He has a way of coming to my aid. 
one Ruler Who already has. in His almighty hand His When these forces are released, no one can stand 
rod of iron; and the .scripture says of all.these· evil con- against them. That is true of the end as well. I do not 
spirators that a holy God will break them. with a rod of know what Armageddon is; I do not know when -it will 

I iron. He will not only break them, :bu·t "dash them in come. I leave that to my very wise and oracular friends 
pieces :like a .potter's vessel". 'I thank ·God for the grace who know all about it. I only know there ·will ibe such a 
~e gave me years ago, 'showing me that it is wise to be time, and such an event; a time of ultimate reckoning 
on God's side. I do not want to ibe under that rod of when God will have His way. . . 
iron. 

It will very pro'bably be His .way to· set the ccmspirato.rs 
each against the other. You are worr.ied about Russia? 
I am ·not. Let them get" at it .. "I will set the Egyptian,s 
against the Egyptians ~ and .they shall .fight every one 
against his 'brother, and everyone against his.neighbour; 
city against city, and kingdom against kingdom." And 
in our context, ."1 wm call for ,a sword against him 
throughout all my mountains, said ·the Lord God: every 
man's sword shall be against 'his' brother." I have no 
objection to Germany and ;Russia figh'ting .it out 'between 
them. That is often God's way, and I say to you again 
and again -that i.f we eouid only view the present situation 
through the .med·fum of Scripture, we should find much 
to encourage us. We have far more allies in Europe 

But what He will do ultimately, He may do inter
mediately. ' 'By the second PsaJ.m, the judges and rulers 
may be wise: "Be wise now therefore, 0 ye . kings : be 
instructed, ye judges of the earth." You may well, every 
day you live, pray that our· judges and rulers ·may be 
made wise .by the wisdom that is from above, 80 that 
they may shape .the conduct of this conflict in. respect to 
Canada's :part,. and others', and that of the Empire as·a 
whole, in such a way as to be in harmony with th~ divine 
will and purpose. The ultimate victory is sure, but the 
intermediate victory is not less sure .. For myself, I feel 
certain that we are on the way; as His .Majesty ,the King 
said ·in his IChristmas message to his subjects, "Our feet 
are already set in the path of victory." We have not 
c:i~tai'lled, !bu.t we are oil the ·way.· ~. 
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And so, should you read to-morrow of some new de
velopment in Eastern Europe, should you read that 
Russia and Germany fight. each other, or fight together; 
or that Germany has invaded Yugoslavia or Bulgaria, 

. toat Turkey js likely -to become involved,. and our courage-" 
ous Greek allies are likely to become em·barrassed-do 
not worry about it. Take the truths of the scripture I 
have brought to your attention, and learn like the Psalm
ist to' say, "He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his 
heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord." Or again, "0 God, 
my heart js fixed; I will sing and give praise even with 
my glory." 

All that for those who are really the Lord's. The 
all-important thing for you is to see that you are not 
making war against the Lord's Anoiqted, to -make sure 
that your heart has been opened ,to the Lord Jesus, that 
you have rejoiced .in seeing Him an(l in aclmowledging 
Him as your Saviour and Lord. That 'being settled, you 
can say, "If God be for us, who can be against U8?" 
May the Lord so comfort your heart by His Word, for 
His name's sake, Amen. 

THIS WEEK'S ISSUE OF THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
(Continued /'T'(YT1I, page B) 

extra copies, sent money enough to .pay for them, and 
in -many cases·a little "over and above". But the ex
pense of .printing that large ·issue and .of mailing it was 
enol'lJDou·S. The $330.00 contributed at the service when 
the sermon was preached, for the pur·pose of . paying 
fol' radIo time irf it could !be secu·red, or othel"lWise to 
assist in spreading the message in ,printed form, while 
it was a su,bstantial helip, did not half cover the extra 
expense incurred. If ou·r friends who read that issue 
and who read this believe that in our testimony we are 
serving, first of all the cau·se of the gospel, and then, as 
well, the great -crusade in which 'Britain ·is fighting, we 
are' sure they :wm be ready to -lend us what financial 
assistance may ·be .possi-ble. The United States has 
pledge.d itself to send all aid to Britain "·short of war". 
We ask readers who believe w-ith us, to send all possible 
aid to us-short of nQth'ing, within the limit orf their 
power.' . 

We shaU .be glad arpin to receive lists of names to 
whom our readers would like to have a copy ·or cO-p-ies 
of this issue sent. We shall be glad to send individual' 
copies at five cents per copy post.paid, or packages to one 
address, postpaid, at the rate of twenty-'five for one 
dollar. We beg our readers to believe that there is not 
one cent of profit in this, ,but that we !publieh and cir
culate it 'at a distinct loss'; hence the necessity for sub
'santial contributions. Let us hear .from you imme4iately: 

RESPONSE TO OUR' DECEMBER 5TH ISSUE 
It was in our mind to make a selection ·from the hun

dreds of . letters received in app~iation of the above
mentioned issue, and pu·bUsh them in this week's WIT
NESS. But when we attacked the pile, we were over
whelmed. Let it be sufficient to say that we have re
ceived appreciative letters .from'ministers of all de
nominations, and from laymen' in nearly every walk of 
life. To select a few, or only as 'many as we shou-ld be able 
to publish, would constitute a misrepresentation, as it 
might so easily be assumed that .they were representative. 

But these letters have come from all sorts of people, 
from all over Canada, and from the United States. There 
has not been time to receive letters from Europe or Asia 

or Africa; but practically every letter ordered additional 
copies. We are grateful to all our correspondents for 
their encouraging epistles. 

Copies of the above-mentioned issue containing our 
reply to Father Lanph·ier's radio strictures are stilI 
avai·lable ' and will be sent on application. at the same 
prices named above for this week's' issue. 

'Bible School Lellon Outline 
OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. ('l'or.) 

Vol. 5 First Quarter Lesson 2 January 12, 1941 

THE PALSIE-D MAN HEALED 
LessoD Text: Mark 2-
Golden Text: ''They that are whole have no need of the 

physician, but th~y that are sick: I eame n~t to call the 
righteous, ,but sinners to repentanee"-Mark 2:17. 

I. The Paralytic-verses 1 to il~. 
Parallel passages: Matt. 9:1-8; iLk. 5:17-26. 

'!be }Jeople of Noazareth, theboyrhood home of our Lord, 
bad reJected His first· ·recorded pU!blic tesmmony in their 
sYnagogue (iLk. 4:28-31). He travelled north to Capernaum 
in Galilee, and after touring 111e district, returned to Caper-

, naum, which became known as ''!his own city" (-Mat,t.4:13-16; 
11:23; Ilk. 1:39). 
. News tl?-at ,Christ was in the Carpernaum home, proba.bly 
that of SImon !Peter (Mk • .1:29), :was soon spread abroad. 
The Ohristian home should be the source of 'blessing to the 
whole community. (Acts 10:24-27). . . . 
• The ministry o'f.. 'the four friends of the paralytic is com

mendable. They brought to Christ one who ,was unable Ito 
come by himself. It is our priviJege to invite and assist 
others that. ·they may come into touch wiJth Christ and be 
healed. We should emulate :bhe love of :Ilhese four for the 
stricken soul (Rom. 9:1-3; 10:1), their faith that the 'Lanl 
could and would save him (1Mk. 9 !23.), theiil" zeal and eamest-

. ness (2 Tim. 4:2; Jude 22, 23). Agadn, they refused to be 
hindlered .by diffi.culties, and utterly disregarding the possi,ble 
ridicule of their companions they continued' their unconven
tional procedure of tearing up the roof of the house. 

. God searches the hearts of'men, and He knows their deep
eat need (1 Chron. 28:9; John 2:25; Rom. 8:27). A casual . 

. observer 'Would probably have judged that Ithis- man's imD.le
driate need was for physical heaJ.ing. 'Illie most important 
factor in an individual's condition is his relationsbJip to God. 

The. blessing of the forgiveness of sins was announced 
many times 'by the Ohrist Willo hard come to make it possrible 
(Lk. 2:10,,11; 7:47; Acts 13:38, 39; Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14). No 
human priest has the' power to give absolution from sin; to 
do that is the prerogative of God alone (lsa. 43:25; Psa. 
130:4; Acts 4:12; 1 Tim. 2:5). ·'I1herefore,:the sc.r.ibes reason
ed that Ohrist, Whom 1Ihey thought to be merely a man, was 
uttering blasphemy when He pronounced sins forgiven, for 
to their mind He :was unlawfully assumJng Divine authority 
(,Lev. 24:16). Their reasoning would have been correct, had 
Clnist not 'been God (John 1:1, 14; 8:19; 10:30-33; 17:11). 

Christ answered the UlDspoken: objection of rtlhe scribes by 
deeds as well as by words. He demonstrated His Deity by 
performing a miracle upon ·the JlO?r diseased body -<.Tohn 
2:11; '20:30, 31). '!be cure waS mstant, amazing and com
plete. 
II. The Publican-verses 113 to 22. 

Parallel' passages: .att. 9:9-17; Lk. 5:27.:a9. 
·Christ did not rebuke the multitudes who thronged Him, 

but rather He had compassion upon them in their weariness 
and sin (Mk. 6:34; 8:2). Yet, the individuals were never lost 
in the crowd, so far as He was concerned. He ministered to 
the multitudes, and He also called men one by one to come 
to Him. God loves the world, and He loves each man and 
W'O'D1&n, 'boy and .girl (,Matt. 11:28; John 3:16; Rev. 22:17). 

Matthew, the son of Alphaeus, also called Levi, 'Was one 
of the twelve apostles 'and the writer of the first Gospel (Mk. 

(Continued on pag. Ill) 

• I 

I 

.' 



'-

January 2, 1941 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (453) 9 

. , . 

The Censo~ ·a_nd the· Editor Exchange Lette~s 
The letters following this a1'lticle 'W'e believe will the tralia, he said that which was not true. He has only one 

found to be self-explanatory. . For ourselves, we are OIbjective, and that is the destruction of the Empire. Mgr. 
Mannix says that his one hope is that England and 

absolutely sure-·that no ·person who has ever attended America will be enemies and that Ireland will fight Eng-
Jarvis ·Street 'Church has ever rhea·rd one 'Word from Us land, and that America will fight England."-T1&e Time8, 
pulpit that could dampen ,the ardour of any reasonable July 26th,_1920. ' 
person for Britain's ·cause. Wle are e'qua,lly 'sure that . 
not a sentence lias ever been. printed in THE GOSPEL In a staiement' from Melbourne, August· Srd, '1920, 
WlTl:'I'ESS tha~ could fairly be construed by any reasonable Premier Hughes said: . 
person as having a tendency to discourage recruiting for "I see that Archbishop Mannix, continuing his anti-
active service in His Majesty's forces. '-' British propaganda, evidently wishes the Americans to 

believe th·at he represents the public opinion of Australia. 
We have received scores-we believe hundreds-of let- He does not represent the public opinion of Australia on 

ters from Britain and elsewhere, from ministers and .the Irish q~estion or anT other; he is merely an a.clm.owl-
aviators, men in the army and navy, all declaring that·, edged leader of Sinn FeIn. 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS proves a tonic to their spir.its, and , ,"From the day of his arrival in Australia, he set to 

'. an inspiratipn to their morale. ·work to fan the dying embers of religious bigotry into. 
a fierce blaze, and gather around him every fanatical 

We repeat what we have said in this paper during the alien and Sinn Feiner in the country. During the War he 
war and ,before the .war, that the greatest enemy of aU worked incessantly and as openly as he dared, to prevent 
free countries, particularly of Britain and the United recruiting, help the enemy, and insure the defeat of the 
States, is the naHan Papacy. nIL-bloody history is the AHies."-The Time8, August 4th, 1920. . 
proof. And inasmuch as the Papal ,Church boasts that But what ~as that to do with the present war? We 
it is always the ·same, and has never at any time ex- quote the following from The Globe and Mail, Toro:nto, 
pressed regret or change of attitude toward these mat- exl" Saturday, December 28th, 1940: 
ters, we must, on its own confession, ,believe that the 
Church of Rome is the same to-day as it has always been. 
T·hat . the Papacy conspired with the King of ~pain to 
the extent even of promising ten -thousand .infantry and 
a tholUland hor.se in the attempt "to subjugate Britain, 
and murder Queen Elizabeth, .and was only foiJedby 'the 
destruction of the Spanish A·rmada :by -the genius of· 
Drake and the win'ds of God, is a matter of .indisputable 
history. It is equally an indisputable historic fact that 
Roman Catholic Quebec sent Papal Zouaves to fi·ght on tJhe· 

-side of the Papal fO:r;'ces against Garibaldi :in Italy.· 

It is also a fact that the Papacy had a large part in 
stirring \lip trouble ..in Ireland in the last war. T·he Irish 
Press of May 26th,. 1933, in an ed·itorial article headed, 
"Benediction", said: 

"Tod'ay Ireland learns for the .fi~st time one of the 
most moving and glorious stories in connection with the 
Easter: Week Rising. Before i·t took place Pope Benedict 
XV. il'eceived a Mission from the Irish Volunteer Executive 
in the person of George Noble, ,Count Plunkett. The 
Count had a ,private audience of. two hours with His 
Holiness, and disclosed to him the decision to rise and the 
date of the insurrection, and received from him his 
Apostolic Benediction ·on the men who were facing death 
for Ireland's li'berty.-lrish Pre88, May 26th, 1933." 

Michael Collins, one of the leaders in the Irisn Rebel-
lion, and a Roman Oatholic .priest, conspired with Sir 
Roger Casement, who was later executed as a traitor. 

Prime Miinister Hughes of Australia, speak-ing at Ben
digo, as ~eported from Melbourne, July 25th, 1920, said: 

"The British Empire was surrounded by enemies; it 
was being attacked by Bolshevism, Sinn Feinism, and 
Germanism .. The British Empire was a League of Na
·tions, bound together by the ~es of ,blood and race, and 
if they ,broke Great Britain, they broke Australia. When 
they saw in their midst" men who would break up the 
Empire and ·plunge a dagger into its very heart, what 
were they to think of such men, except that they were' 
traitors? . . . 

"When Archbishop Mannix said that the sentiments he 
uttered were supported ·by the bulk of the people of A1:1S" 

"Eire Offered Axis S\lpport if "Attacked'" 

"London, Dec. 28, (Saturday) (CP).-The Dublin 
correspondent of the London Daily Mail reported today 
that the Rome radio had offered full Axis support to Eire 
in the event of ~British aggression'. 

"This was· the Ibroacast statement, according to the 
correspondent: . 

"'Should the Irish people be forced to defend them-
. selves against British aggression they can be assured 

of the full and whol8"'hearted help of the Axis powers. 
Beside this military help the whole Catholic world would 
be on their side'." (Emphasis oms--.Ed. C. W.) - , 

Observe, this report is from the Dublin correspondent 
of The· London Daily Mail. The Rome radio broadcast 
the ·report to the effect that u~he ~hole ·Catholic world" 
would :be on 'their side should the Irish people be forced 
to defend· themselves against British aggression, as well 
as "the whO'le-'hearted help of the Axi6 powers". How 
does it happen that the Rome radio is assured that "'the 
whole Catholic world" will cooperate with the Axis 
powers? 

We insist that· it is about time we were recognizing 
that "the -whole Catholic world", as the Rome radio de
clal!es, at least officially, is on the side of the Axis pow
ers. That does not mean, of course, that -there are not 
thousands ·of individual Roman Catholics of all nation
alities. who put ·patriotism and their love of liberty before 
their deyotion to the 'Church, and who therefore fight not 
for, but against the Axis powers. We have absolutely 
nothing .to· withdraw 'Of anything we have ever published 
in THE .GOSPEL WITNESS on this subject. 

Noone· 'recognizes more clearly than we do the need 
for national unity at the present tilJle. For ourselves, 
we are ready to join heart and hand with ·British patriots 
of every race and of every creed in tlie prosecution of 
the war again·st the Axis powers. But we have little 
sympathy for a national unity which (lgnsists only in 
empty words.' 

( --~ 
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Premier Godbout of Quebec spoke in Toronto recently, 
and made an earnest plea for' national unity. But his 
address was delivered in· the wrong ·place.· What the 
Premier of Q~ebec needs to do is .to preach his doctrine 
of national unity in the Province-of Quebec. Mr. God
bout: like many other French .... Canadian politicians, has 
one message for Quebec, and an entirely different mes
sage for the rest of Canada. In Toronto Premier God
bout appealed for national unity: ·in Plessisv.me, Quebec, 
he boasted to a French .... Canadian aud-ience that "a little 
handful of French-Canadians, led .by M. Ernest Lapointe, 
dictated its will to the country." 

That sort of ·speech will not make for national unity 
anywhere. We are not fighting dIctatorships in ·Europe 
for the privilege of submitting to the dictatorship of a 
minority in Canada .. We believe the rights of minorities 
should always :be recognized and respected; but it is of 
the very essence of democracy· that majorities and min
orities should learn to live together in peace, even though 
on many points they.disagree with each other; and that 
there should be no ·dictation from anyone. . 

I-t is our opinion that there are many matters of great 
importance, religiously and politically, which might well 
be held in a'beyance until after the war, in order ·to secure 
the fullest possible measure of co-operation of all Can
ada; but we cannot admit that a minority, whether 
French or any other sort. of Canadian, whether Roman 
·Catholic or P.rotestant, .should, under the guise of the 
necessity for national unity, 'be allowed to "dictate its 
will to the whole country". 
. Papal Ireland ·has always been a".thorn in ,Britain's··side, 

. and has long ;been . a .festering sore; and jusi because of 
Ireland's' continuously aggressive attitude, others, on the· 
plea of unity, were iiopor.tuned to let the disturber have 
his·own way. But the moment he had his own way, he did 
not want it; he wanted something else. All the world nGW 
knows that the defeall of Bri,tain would mean the destruc-

- tion of liberty almost. everywhere else in the world; and 
perhaps there is at this moment no' greater-menace to the 
British cause than .the "neutrality"- of the .country that 
calls itself Eire. Surely it .must .be apparent at least ;to 
every loyal Britisher thr01,lghout the world that British 
statesmanship was never more .in·ept than when, for the 
sake of peace, it yielded to the ·per.petual nagging of Papal 
Ireland.· . ~ 

.. 'Fhesame principle applies in Canada. We want tq 
1.ive at peace with our Fren.ch-Canadian fellow-citizens. 
As individuals, we know of no finer people. Though we . 
utterly disagree with them, we want to live at peace with 
our Roma,.n Catholic fellow-citizens of all racial origins. 
We 'would fight for their freedom to make Romanists 
of us all if they can, :by open and straightforward preach- . 
ing of their doctrines; ·providing we also are given equal 
liberty !by every medium of ·,public expression openly and 
straightforwardly to preach what we ,believe. I But while 
there is breath in ou·r bodies, we will never ·submit to the 
political tyranny. of an ItaHan Church; nor. yield, either 
Willing or reluctant· obedience to a foreign I"prince" who 
claims supremacy over all gQvernments, and who 
blasphemously calls h.imselfGod's v.ice-gerent. on earth. 

We c·annot admit· that the cause of freedom could pos
sibly be furthered 'by yielding anywhere to the domina-

. tion of the Italian Papacy. -

We ask our readers'to study the letter of the Censor 
very carefully, and with equal care to study our reply. 

" 

CENSORSHIP CO-ORDINATION COMMITTEE 

Press Censorship 

Reverend Dr. T. T. Shields, 
Ed:itor, ''The Gospel Witness", 
130 Gerrard Street East, 
Toronto ·2, Can·ada. 
Dear Oor. ·Shields:. 

Ottawa, Canada, 
December 20th, 1940. 

We have read with .~onsidera-ble in-tere·st the Decem
ber ·5th issue of "The 'Gospel Witness", reproducing 
a sermon preached by yourself in Jarvis -Street Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ·December 1st, 1940. We do not ·ques
tion the sincerity of_your motiv:es or the" depth of youI' 
convic-tion, Ibut we feel it to -be ou·r ·duty to draw to your' 
attention the damaging. effect which certain passages in 
your sermon ·as repol;'ted here· may have on Canada's 
war effort. . 

It has been represented to us that the general effect 
of certain passages on French 'Canadians, ·if ,the ma
terial is circulated among them, might discourage re
cruiting in that province. Moreover, if brought to 
the attention of :French .canadians ·a·lready in uniform, 
it 'might 'Well weaken ,their will-to-war by making them 
feel that their services are not fully appreciated in other 
parts of Canada. There is always the danger that attacks 
by one ·group of people in Canada on another ,may be used 
in wartime -by enemy agents to fan the flames' of ·con
troversy and thus tend to impair·,Canada's war effort 
which depends for its maximum ·potential on a high 
state of national unity. .. 

We fully recognize that two par1;ies. are involved in 
,these controversies ,and we have ta:ken. steps to draw to 
the attention of ·the other parties the dan.ger ·that the 
course they are following may bring them eventually 

. within the meaning of 39A of the Defence of Canada 
Regulations. What ,is said in a church in' Toront-o does 
not come within our jurisdiction in any way, but we are 
responsi'ble ·for advising editors of pUblications against 
.publishing material which. might bring them into con .. 
·flict with one of the regulations which have been drawn 
up for the protectio!l.ofCanadian war morale: 

We ·have. every confidence in your own loyalty and ~al 
for victory and we 'feel ·sure that by drawing to your 
a.ttention the damage which may be unwittingly d.one 
among ~rtain 'important" sections of the Canadian public 
by eXlpressing strong views on controversial subjects in 
these' difficult times, we s·hall have your wholehearted 
co-operation. 

It has ,been our determined policy since the outbreak . 
of war as Press 'Censors to extend and maintain the free
dom of the press to the greatest possible extent, con
sistent with the maintenance of Canadian war morale, 
and we do not feel that it is unreasonable to ask our pub
lic to refrain from strong expres·sions, which may be per~ 
fec.tly legitimate in peacetime but which may, on the 
other hand, do great damage in wartime if allowed to 
develop unchecked. . 

Sincerely yours,-

.(signe~) W. E~GLESTON, 
PRESS .CENSOR FOR ·CANADA. 

I 
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THE EDITOR'S REPLY 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS, 

TORONTO 
Decembt;!r 31st, 1940. 

W. Eggleston, Esq., 
Press ,Censor for Canada, 
Office of Censorship Co-ordination Committee, 
Press ·Censorship, 
Ottawa, Canada . 

. ( Dear M·r .. Eggleston: \ 
I am in receipt of your letter of December 20th, in 

which 'you refer to the issue of THE GOSPEL WITNESS, of 
December fifth. I have not replied eal'llier, partly because 

. of the press of the intervening se~son, and' partly be- . 
cause I wanted to give your le~ter careful thought. 

Your communication'ra'ises a pro:blem of such ·grave 
public importa'nce, that it is impossible '~or me to make 
ap adequate reply wi,thout writ'ing at such lengtp as 
must exceed the reasonable limits of an ordinary letter. I 
write deliberately, and with great care, with a- view 
to thepuhlication both of your letter and my reply. 

And first, let me present my credentials. I am prob
l'tbly unknown, or little known, to you. I. have 1:)een 
minister of Jarvis Street Bapti-st iChurch, Toronto, for 
nearly thirty-one years, and there·fore may be presumed 
to . know something of the responsilbilities of pubHc 
speech; . . 

During t'he last war the Jarvis Street congregatio'n 
gave about three hundred men to the armed serviees--4;o' 

··be exact, two 'hundred and ninety eight. And there iWaS 

not"a conscript among them. Whe'n conscription was in
troduced, there was only one man left liable ,to the new 
law in this large congregation. In the 'General E·lection 
of nineteen hund·red· .and seventeen I accepted the 
invitation of .the Union -Government Commi,ttee to de
'liver a number of addresses in ·support of the Govern
ment and ·its war measures. Later, I suppO'Se as an 
indirect recogn.ition of my unreserved support of the 
British cause, I was ·invited by the British ,Min'istry of 
Information to see Britain's war effort. twa'S the guest 
of the Ministry, off and on, over a period of four months. 
During that time, under· the 'auspices ·of the Ministry, 

. I visited Ireland, and was afforded 'opportunity of dis~ 
cussing the Irish question with -leaders ·in ,the North, 
in Dublin, in Cork, and in London. These included 
John Dillon, the leader· of the Irish Nationalist Party; 

. the acting head of the Sinn Feiners, who was a Roman 
GathoHc priest-De Valera was then in jail; the com
manders of the forces in Du:blin and ,in ,Cork; the Arch
bi'shops of Ireland; the principal leaders in Ulster; and 
later I had the privilege and honour of being Lord 
Carson's guest at 'dinner in London, spendin.g a whole 
evening discussing the Irish problem-especially in rela-
tion'to the Papacy. . -

I ,refer to this merely to show that ~there is a !back
ground of knOlWledge growing out of years ofper'Sonal 
investigation behind the things of which I have re
cently !been speaking . 

. I am glad that in your letter you do not question the 
sincerity of my motives or the depth of -my conviction. 
You next remark: . 

"We feel it to ·be our duty to dra.w to your attention 
the damaging effect which certain ·pusages in your ser
mon as reported here may have on Canada's war effort" 
But so far as I 'am able -to d'iscerl\, you fail to quote 

the "certain passages" to which you ref·er. Perhaps 

, 
you will be.good enough to let me know what was said 
·in the sermon under review that could poss-ibly produce 
any "damaging ef:fect ... on Canada'·s war ~ffQ.rt"? 

I have done ·my utmost to exert !What 'influence I have 
in support of Canada's war effo~. My only complaint 
is th·at "Can'ada''S war effort" 'is not ,far grea,ter than 
it is;'and I feel sure that the thousands of people who 
have thron'ged Jarvis ,Street Chu'rch on Sunday even-

. 'ings for more thana year past, ·and the still larger '. 
number who have read the printed 'addre.sses, would be 
greatly !su'rpri'Sed to hear it ,charged" against me. 'by 
anyone ,that any word of -mine cou·ld pos'sibly have th!! 
effect of "damaging" Canada's war effort. 

In you~ second paragraph you say: 
"It has been represented to us that the general effect 

. of certain passages on French Canadians, if the material 
is circulated among the~, m~·ght discourage recruiting 
in, that province. ,Moreover, if brought to .the attention 
of French Canadians alread~ in uniform, it milrht well 
weaken their will-to-warby making them feel that thedr 
services ate not fuJ.ly appreciated in other parts of 
Canada." 
It would 'appe,ar from these rwords ,that co~plaint is 

not'made by the Press ICensors'hip on the merits ·of the 
"certain .passages" 'in question, per se, but that certain 
things have !been "represented" to ,the ,Censors. Before 
dealing with the allegation itself, I- 'think lam not 
exceeding ,the recognized rights of a British subject, 
·even in war time, when I respectfully suggest ,that it 
is diffi,cult for anyone to defend himself again's't anony
mous accusers. I should' !be reluctant 'to helieve that 
Canad'ian juri'sprudence had ·at any point retrogressed 
to pre-Roman conceptions of justice. A ·certain gov
erno'r named 'Festus is record-ed in the twenty-di·fth 
chapter of !A'cts as saying: "-

"It is not the manner of the Romans to deliver any 
man to die, before thlllt he ;which is accused have the 
accusars face :to face, and have licence to answer for 
himself concerndng. the crime laid against him." 
You do me the 'honoU'r of giving me credit for ·sin

cerity of motive ·and depth ·of c·onviction. I respect
fuJ.ly sugge&t that no fair judgment of such a -matter 
can be reached :without having an equal ~pportunity 
to appraise the 'sIncerity of motive and depth of con
viction of my critics. I feel- !sure ,that your ()ffice COlild 
have no .. desire to provoke a religious issue; and I am 
eq!lally SUTe there would be almost general agreemerIt. 
that nothing in ·the ,Denfense ()'[ Canada Regulations, 
nor -in ·the 'regulations which govern the .office of the' 
Ce~sor, could p08'si'bly 'have been designed to 'be used 
in :the curtailment of any Canadian's religious liberty. 

Bu·t n~ to the subs-tance ·of these representations 
which have :been made to you. 

I note that the 'PQssilble injurious in·fluence of my' 
remarks 'i'salleged .only in respect -to its effect upon 
Fren:ch-Canadians. In the first place, so far as I am 
aware, much to my r·egret, theTe is no.w no recruiting 
proceeding. in the. Province of QUe'bec. Indeed, when 
recruiting was in progress for overseas service in that 
Prov-ince, it was ·so unsatisfactory that some regiment!! 
had to come to TO'ronto to make up their complement 
from Ontario ,by enlisting Ontario men; and ·that con
dition· was not produ·ced !by any remarks of mine. On 
the .contrary, some of these very .men wbo enlisted in 
Quebec, were my own men, from my own congregation. 
And let me here 'remark that considerable num.bers of 
my own men-by which I mean, members of my own 
church-have besieged the recr.u.iting offices in Ontario, 
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and; though physically fit, were unable to' gain admission 
to the army. For anyone to .sug,gest that any word of 
mine, spoken or written, could by any fair co~struction, . 
discourage reCruiting anywhere is, may I' say without 
d.isrespect, little short, of being absurd. 

Your second paragraph fu·rther suggests that if 
what I 'have 'Said 'were brought to the attention of 
French ... Canadians already in uniform, "it might well 
weaken their will-to-war iby making them feel that their 
services are not funy appreciBlt.ed in other parts of 
Canada." Any careful Teading of what I have said will 
s'holW that I have always carefully d'istingulshed, first, 
between French ... Can:adians and the Roman Catholic 
Hieracrchy. I have repeatedly declared my conviction 
that if French-Canadians were left to themselves they 
would be as ·loyal to Britain ·and to the Empire as 
any other ·Canadians. I ·have also been careful to 
distinguish between ·individual Roman Catholics, whe
ther French-Canadians or Canadians of other racial 
origins, and·the offi-cial Papal RierarC'hy. I have never 
spoken on the subject without ·ackhowled'ging with 
gratitude the devoted service of multitudes of indi
idual Roma'n Catholics, both 'in-,the Canadian army and 
in other ·01 ·the Empire's forces, both French-ca.nad·ians. 
and others. ~ 

My cr.iticjsm 'has ,been directed against ·the Roman 
Catholic Hierar·chy 'in this ·country primarHy, and also 
a:gainst the P·apal Hi·erarchy in 'general. And I with
draw not one word of criticism I have ·paned 'against
that organization; and I stand upon my right as a 
British citizen to exercise my Uberty as a Protestant, 
and protest ·against the machi-nations of Papal Rome. 
That is all I have dorie, and I repeat, I 'feel sure---'it is 
only my opinio'n of course, but I give jot for what it is 
worth-that there would be in Canada. no general ap
prowl of the U8e of war censorship lor the suppres8ion 
of religious opinion. And I venture to affirm that rio 
r·easonabJ.e man 'Could object to anything I ,have said 
'or written on .patriotic, but only ·on religioU's, grounds. 

Having thus written, I nOfW call your attention to 
some things published in the Provin·ceof Quebec. Firit 
of all 'I '1'efer. to a report of a speech delivered in 
Plessisville, Quebec, November 17th, by Mr. Adelard 
Godlbout, Premier of ·Quebec, and contained in tHe issue 
of "Action Catholique of November 18th, 1940. Pre
mier Godbout was reported in "Action CatkoUque to 
have spoken as follows: 

"The Mobiliz·ation Law is the most anti-imperialistic 
thad; has ever been passed in this country. This law adds 
absolutely notbdng to the 'POwers which the Federal Gov
ernment already possessed. On the contrary, it restrains 
the powers of Ottawa. The Federal Government had the 
perfect right to mobilize the resoUil'Ce& and the citizens 
of this country for overseas service. The Mobilization 
Law adds only one clause to the previous statutes, and 
that lis a restrictive clause. This clause decrees that the 
mobilization of able-bodied men can take place only for 
the defense of the country. I 'defy anyone to prove that 
the law adds anything to the po~ of the government 
of Ottawa. . 

"I hope that you will understand: the incommensurable 
importance and merits of that legislation. We are a 
minority dn this country. The English,. who came here 
after us, are more attached to Erigland than we are, and 
that is easily understood:. They would like' to have seen 
conscription established for overseas service. But a little 
handful of French-Canadians led by M. Ernest Lapointe, 
dictated its will to the country." 

("Nous aom.m.e8 une minoritcf 6'11 ce ptJ7Ja. Les An
glais qui sont a,mvcfs ici, ap"'.8 nous, 80ne plus tJt-

tachea que 7IOU8 G r Angleten-e et celtJ .e com~ 
ptJrla.itemmt. Ils tJurtJimt1l0ulu que ltJ conscnption 
lilt cftablie pour .ervice outre-mer. MtJia une petite. 
poigncfe de Ca.na.diena IrangQ.is, conduite ptJr M. 
Erneat La.ptnnte, a dietS aea 1Iolontcfs au pa7Ja.") 

In respect to the above I venture to call your ·atten
tion to the ·fact that the Premier of Quebec ·is allowed 
to say, and l'Action Catholique is allowed to· print 
his saying, that the M<tbilization Law was reaHy 
·superfluous save for he restrictive clause which forbade 
conscription for overseas serv·ice. Mr. Godlbout 
remarks: 

"We are a minority in this country". 
and then adds: 

"A little handful of Frenclt-Canadians led by M. Ernest 
~pointe, dictated its will to the country." 
I do not here undertake a dis,cu'ssion of the accuracy 

of that contention: I merely point out that the great 
majority now compo8ing the active 8ervice corps of the 
CanOOian army i8 not. made up of French-CanadianS. 
nor i8 it made up of R~n Catholic8; and if it be con
tended that any words of/mine could, by any P088ibility, 
have a damaging effect' upon ·the military ardour of 
French-Canadians whether in or out of uniform, what 
may be ea:pected to be the P088ible effect upon the great 
mas8 of non-Catholics and non-French-Canrulians already· 
in the army, 8hould they reOO toot the Premier of Quebec 
boa8ted to a meeting of French-Canadians that 

"a little handful of French-Canadians led by 'M. Ernest 
Lapointe dictated its will to the country". . 

and by 80 doing made con8cription for oversea8 8ervice 
and for the reinforcement, by conscription, of those a,l
r..eOOy in uniform, impossible 1 

But I make a further quotation, from Le Devoir,' 
wh-ich is generally regarded as an offieial voice of the 
Roman Catholic Church -in Quebec. Le Devoir is a 
Catholic Action paper publi&bed 'in Montreal. and Its. 
Editor is a former pupil of a Jesuit School. In the 
issue of Le Devoir of November 2nd, 1940, there is 
an article by Mr. Leopol:d Richer, Pal'lliamentary cor
respondent 'of that paper,. entitled, "An Inacceptable 
Pretext", in the following terms: . 

"As Ito the thesis of M'l". Mackenzie King that the prin
cipal recommendations of the Sirois Report are a .neces
sity on account of the war, so as to permWt the central 
government to make a maximum war eft'ort,.it is entirely 
inacceptBlble. French Canada has suffered. in.silence and 
submiss.i~ t~-d~ly constituted authority, the pl'linciple 
of pal'lticlpation In the European War. Mr. Mackenzie 
King will ·be the first one to admit that this was an extra
ordinary concession to Canadian unity on the part of, 
French ·Canada. But he ou~ht also to admit tha.t it would 
be ne:irbher wise nor prudent, neither lin the present nor 
in the future, to pass the measure. How can he dare 
ask Quebec to cede to the Federal Governmenlt the means 
which allow the Province to safeguard iIf:.s autonomy, its. 
li,berty, under pretext rbhat i·t is ·necessary to fight to the 
Umit in order to assure the liberty of other peoples 1" 
It is not 'germane to the !subject under discussion to 

'remark u'pon the 'Sirois Report, but I call ·attention to 
these two 'sentences: 

"French Canada has suffered, in silence and'submis
sion to !luly constituted authority, the principle of par
ticipation in the European War. Mr. Mackenzie King 
will be the first one to admit that this was' an extra
ordinary co~cession to Canadian unity on the part of 
.Freneh Canada." '. . 

("Le Ca.nada. !'I'ant;a.'is a subi, da.ns le silence et rob4-
is8ance G l'autorite dllment conatitucfe, le principe de 
ltJ pa.'I'ticipation G ltJ gus".,.e d·~urope. M. Mackeuie 
King a61'a le prermier G. tJdmettre que c'fftait ltl, .. 
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concession ea:tram'di'IIAire a l'v/nitS canadienu, -clB'la 
part du Canada f'1'anf}ais.") 

Su.rely the impl-ication is plain that French Canada 
is opposed to participation in the Eilropea"n War, but 

"'has suffered. 'in silence and submi~ion to duly consti-
tuted authority"; , 

and this we are told was 
"an extraordinary concession to Canadian Unity on the 
part of French Canada." . 

That is to say, because French-Canadians submitted to 
the will of the majority, and suffered ".in si.J.ence and 
submission" to Canada's parti·cipation in the European 
war, they made 
'''an extraordinary concession to Canadian unity." 

I call your attention to the fact that these are the '""ords 
of a Parliamentary correspondent of" a French-language 
paper which is manifestly devoted to 1Ih.e propagation of 
the interests of the Roman Catholic ,Church in Quebec. 
And ·this Parliamentary correspondeDt, by sayiDg that 
French CaDada made U an extraordinary concession to 
Canadian unity" ·by sU9mitting iD silence to "duly con
stituted authority", to·,Canada's- participatioD in the war, 
surely implies that French Canada's participation -in the 
war is a "concession" to "~Canadian unity" reluctantly 
"suffered iD silence." I ,would not ·have Said SO; 'for I 
hope it is Dot .true. , '. 

And tMs item 'is reported from Ottawa! And this is 
published in a FreDch-language Catholic ActioD paper 
in Montreal. May I respectfully suggest that if such 
statements as these were called to the attention of the 
great majority of our ·non-French ... Canadian sold-iers 
already iD the. ·armed services, 'it w·ou·ld be far more 
likely to "weaken their iWill-to-war" by makin·g .them· 
feel that "their services are not fully appreciated" than 
anythiDg I have ever said might do to "weaken the will
to-war" of French-Canadians. 

Moreover, such sen·timents from such ~ source, would 
exercise a fa·r more ·potent influence upon French-CaDa
dians thaD anything that I could s·ay. . 

I ventuTe once m·ore to call your abtention to an 
article in Le Jour of . Decem:ber 21st, 1940, eDtitled, 
uA Defeatist Friend of the :CanadiaD Broadcasting Cor
poration." The article is written ·by J ean-Charles Har
vey, aDd is as follows: 

A Defeatist Friend of the Canadian Broadcasting 
. Corporation . 

By JEAN-CHARLES HARVEY-Le JOU'1', Dec. 21, 1940 
The .-double defeat· dn"icted on the comic opera dic

tator Mussolini, brings profound chagrin to admirers of 
Italian Fascism. For some years past these individuals 
have incessantly blackened the democratic and liberal 
spirit by offering to us as exam 'PIes the marvels realized 
,by the gorilla-dictator. It is he who inspired our naughty 
corporatists, our would .. be reformers, our sociologists iD 
slippers, our preachers of the absolute, our failurest our 
infirm, our austere authoritarians, our kill-joys. 

It is not astonishing that they Should be confused 88 
they see the ice palace of the Roman tribune crumbling 
under the heat of defe/it, under the brealth of Justice 
which .brings about. its break-up. And heDce in l'Action 
Cat1r.olique of the 12th of December last, under the signa
ture of M. iLouis-Philippe Roy, one finds the following 
equivocal lines. I invite my readers to weigh every 
word: ,-

"But if there is reason to rejoice (over the victory 
of the Greeks and the EDglish against the Italians in 
Albania and Africa), we ought however, to avoid ex
'aggerating the im'Por.tance of·this victory. In Lon
dOD, official circles invite the press not to forget that 
if ·the .first phase of the offensive is galDed. it Ja 

,being ,pursued without any possibility of foreseeing 
the final, issue. . . . 

"Ai Athens it is admitted that the Italian troops 
'stiffened th.eir resistance since yesterday. The Greeks, 
however, have obtained some success. 

"The conquest of Albania by .the Greek!!, and the 
withdrawal of Fascist troops in Egypt are of·an,en
couraging nature. Some are almost persuaded that 
the outcome of the war is settled. 

"Not so fasU' . 
"Even if Italy could not climb the hill again, down 

'\Yhich it is now sliding, Hitler's formidable forces 
remain intact. Unless the Nazi morale cracks and 
melts with a single blow we shall be forced to conquer 
the Reich to gain the war. Now, Churchill claims 
tha.t this 'will not be possible before two years' time. 

"This distant perspective merits reflection. The 
battle 'will mean sacrifies of all kinds. Let our pres
ent victories ·be for all aD' occasion of thanking Provi
dence and of aslmg Him to make all men more wise 
iD order that the world may merit the div~De mercy 
of peace. \ . 

"Let 'us specially ask God that not a single states
man should despise a single opportunity of making 
peace if ever this opportunity should present itself. 

. The sooner the war ends the less we shall,have to 
fear that anarchy of which the Honourable Mr. 'King 
recently spoke iD the Canadian House of Co~ons. 

"There is nothing to hinder us from desiring vic
tories. We have the right and .the duty to do so. 
Again, the Allies will be in a better position to 
settle the condi·tions of a just and" durable peace if 
they pos,sess the advantage. Unless Lt denies its own 
principleSt Nazism cannot impose an equitable peace. 
On the contrary~ in spite of their defects, the Allies 
have only to apply the principles for which they sa1 
they are fighting (pou'1' lesquels ita duent combatw/J) 
to impose a reasonable peace." 
What shall we say of .these things? "Let UB speciall1l 

ask God that not a Bingle BtateBman should. despise a 
single chance of making peace if elle'1' that chance should 
present itself • •• There is nothing to hinde'1' UB f'1'om 
desiring victories • •• The Allies wiU be in a bett6'1' posi
tion to settle t1r.e conditions of a iUBt peace • •• (if the1l) 
appl'l/ the principles fO'1' which they say they a'1'e 
fighting • .." Othemse, the ItaliaJu! would be able to 
climb the hill again. • 

In other words this gentleman of I' Action Catkoliqu.e 
counsels peace at any price, shameful peace if neces
sary, the ·peace of cowardst the peace of slaves, in order 
to hiDder the fall of Mussolini. At ithe most he concedes 
that it is.legitimate to desire "victories". Note that he 
does not write the victory. He says lIictories. He affirms 
hypocritically that ·the avowed principles of democracy 
are only a sham: ". • • the principles for which they say 
they are fighting". . 

No country at war,'outside of ,Canada, would have let 
this slyly hypocritical article pass. A censorship awak
ened in the slightest degree would have applied to such 
indignities the fitting :penalties. In Germany an editor 
who took upon himself to counsel .peace by a voluntary 
defeat would waken U'P the morning after ·in a concentra
tion camp, or ,perhaps iD the Dext world. 

We give 1lhis example among many, to demonstrate two 
things: First, that British tolerance is long suffering 
toward defeatists and fifth columnists; secondly, that the 
individuals who are the most favoured by this toleraDce· 
are the very ones who bite ·the bands of their bene
factors. 

. I add that :this Mr. Roy is one of those to whom Cana
diaD ~roadcas~ng ICorporation gives the privilege. of 
annOYIng us dally.--J.-Ch. H. " 
Upon the foregoing .J ven,ture ·to ,remark that the 

article UDder criticism is written by a maD !Who is given 
. right-of-way iby the Canadian Broadcasting Corpora
tion, Mr. Louis-Philli.ppe Roy. You will perhaps remem
ber that the sermon which cailed forth 'your letter was 
'Preached in reply ·to the radio CTitic'ism of .Father 
Lanphier. But helle is an article of which, not ·an Eng
lish-Canadian but a FreDch-Canadian. says: 
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" 
"In Germany an editor who .took upon himself to coun

sel peace by a voluntary defeat would waken up the 
morning after in a concentration camp, or perhaps in the 
next world." 
And this, Mr. Harve>" describes as an "example 

among many".· 
I am sorry to say that there is little proba.bility 'of 

the circulation of THE GOSPEL WITNESS among French
Canadians, .particularly among ,those Who do not speak 
English. And if it were-and Premier Godbout is my 
authority for the assumption-comparatively few of 
them would he aMe to read it. . . 

These considerations force 'one to the conclusion that 
such representations as have been made to th Censor
ship Office in respect to THE GOSPEL WITNESS have not 
been dictated iby a ze·al for Canada's wa·r effort, but by 
a zeal for the Roman Catholic Church. 

No one who knows the attempt of Petain to deliver th~ 
French fleet' to ·Germany, can for a moment assu.me that 
he. is fr.iendly to our cause. And yet Mr. Justice Sur
veyer of the Supreme Court of Quebec made a public 
address in Montrea,l in which !he referred to the 
Pope as "the only sovereign on. earth able to appreciate'~ 
the action of the Petain r.egime; and in. face of the 
British action in possessing' themselves of the French· 
fleet-which s'howed the disagreement of His Miajesty's 
Government with the Petain reginie,-the utterances of 
M·r. Surveyer were puhlished in aU the papers; and. 
so far as I am aware, not one public word of officialcen
sure was passed upon it or upon him. Further
more, Mr. Justice ,slirveyer described Genera·l de 
Gaulle, who is 'recognized at .the leader of Free French
men :by the British Government and is cooperatin·g with 
the British armed .forces, a·s "'a soldier of fortune" . Would 
not su·ch an opinion, .publicly ex·pressed by a Justice 
of the Supreme Court of Qu·ebec, be ·more likely to 
discourage recruiting among French-Canadians, and, in
deed, among Canadians in generJll, than anything printed 
in THE GOSPEL WITNESS? 

It .happens that we have a fair number of our young 
men enlisted in the Canadian Navy. Surely it could' 
be argued that a statement from one in such a respon
sihle 'position as a Justice of the Supreme Court of 
Quebec to the effeot that the only sovereign 'on earth 
able to a·ppreciate'the action of the Petain ,Gov~rnment' 
which tried to su·rrender the French fleet to the enemy, 
was the Pope of Rome, thus implying that His Majesty's 
Gov·ernment and the Department o:f the Admiralty in 
that Government, t()ok an action that was wrong,-I 
say, surely that might be taken as likely to discourage 
enlistment ·in the Royal Capadi'an Navy! . 

Once more: I calJ your attention to another pU:blica
tion.. In The Catholic Record, of London, Ontario, of 
the date of December 14th, 1940, on the front page, 
with a prominent three-column-wide: head.Jine, theTe is 
an article which is headed as follows: "Office of -Di
rector ()f Public Information, .Ottawa, Ontario. For 
Release. The -Ca,bholic Church and Hitler. In thi~' 
article' a Catholic writer sholWS the uncompromising op
position of the. Pope to Nazi doctrine and philosophy." 
The article is by Edward Quinn. 

I need not discuss the substance of the a·rticle. It 
is enough .-here to quote from an editorial in the same 
paper, on page ,fo'ur, as follows: 

"Rev. Dr. Shields is a Britisher beside whose patriot
ism all other patriotism is disloyalty, whose loyalty casts 
the glow of treason upon, all other loyalty. As an antidote 

to the phobia with which he has infected his hearers, he 
has 'now in his possesaion a copy of Mr. Quinn's article. 
It is a statement issued by the office of a department of' 
the Government of the Dominion of Canada of the British-
Commonwealth of Nations. . 

Catholics will d.S well ·to clip the article from the office 
of the Director of Public Informa.tion. The real "Fifth 
Columnists" will make its possession wOl'th while. 
What ,have !We 'here? A depa·~tment ()f the -Govern

ment at Ottawa used for the defense of the Roman Ca
tholic 'Church! And the· article is ipublished. at public 
expense! Thus the Government at Ottawa uses pu.blic 
money to defend the Catholic Church against its crit·ics. 
As a consequence an official Roman Catholic paper quotes 
it as an official Government document to one of the critics 
of the Roman Catholic Church. And s'hall Pr()testants be 
allowed no liberty to reply? I intend .no disrespect When 
I say that this is analogous in principle--:-mii\'dly applied 
so far, I admit, but the same' in principl~. notwithstand-' 
ing-to Goebbels' propaganda agency: that a Government 
agency' may issue a statement on ~ religious question, to 
which no one shall have the right of reply! Here at least 
is one man who will never subm~t to such tyranny, even 
if 'my .protest should cost the I~st drop of my blood. 

I refer now to the third paragraph of your letter in 
which you say: , 

"We fully recognize tluit two parties are involved in 
these controversies and ·we have taken steps to draw' to 
the attention of the other parties ,the danger that the 
cou·rae they are following may bring them eventually 
within the' meaning of 39A of the Defence of Canada 
Regulations." . 
Frankly, I do not see how discussions of religious 

questions have any direct 'rela,tion to the Defense of 
Canada. Regulations. Personally 'I make no complaint 
again~t my Roman Catholic fellow-citizens. So far as I 
am concerned,' they may discuss ine twenty-four hours 
of every day, and call me what they will. NQthing that 
they or anyone else could say would dampen my patriotic 
ardour, nor less~n my desire to do everything within my 
power for the extension and intensification of Canada's 
war effort. 

.In this connection I tr~st I may 'be .all9wed to say 
that having dealt~ 'with men Iby the hundTeds in the 
matter of recruiting in the last war;' and :hav'ing done . 
my best to make men who are eligible for mil:itary ser
vice and wh() are really able to respond to the coun
try's call, illS uncomfortable as possible until they get 
into unmorm, I am in a fair ,pos'ition to judge what 
e~ect my utteraJ1,ces may have upon others, or the ut- , 
terances of otheroS upon me. 

Of course, the fact is that when any ;protest is made 
from the Protestant p()int. of view '·in respect to the 
abuse of the radio, or any criticism .is offer~d of Roman' 
Oath()\-ic prQpaganda, we are always assured that "steps 
will be taken" to prevent its repetiti()n.. But the thing 

. goes on jUoSt the Mme. The radio ,in Ontario and in 
Quebec seems to be -lar:gely dominated by the ,Roman . 
Hierarchy, and has become one of their chief organs 
of propaganda. 

Not only so, Ibut ,Canadian sM·tions are carrying net
work broadcasts by Roman Catholic speakers from the 
United ,States, so that the· air is filled w.ith Roman 

. Catholic propaganda. . 
The same is largely true of the public press. In 

Ontario as well as Quebec, the· Papal system is lauded, 
and articles, like that to which I have referred as issued 
from the Office of Director of Public Information, are car-
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ried in the daily press. N() censo·rsMp 12!, or should be, 
exercised over them' in' such matters. It would be 
folly to attempt to reply through ,theda.ily pre!!s, for 
the reason that the average paper is too much afraid 
of a Roman Catholi-c boycott. . . . 

Thus the Protestant conscience is ·offended, and often 
insulted. !Men of conv·iction have ,fought for religious 
treedom in days gone by, and we had Ihoped that the 
battle was 'Won, and that ·theenemies of religiou~ free
dom were finally vanoquish~d. Apparently ,it is not so. 

II thank you ·for your expression of condid·ence in my 
loyalty and zeal for victory. Let me assure you :that 
not e:ven his Majesty the .Kin·g ·could ,be more loyal to 
our cause, nor mOl'e zealous forits- prosecution .. I must 
confess that, personally, I writhe in a sense of frustra
tion and impotency when 1 ·see what Canada is doing,
and when :I know what she might do. For myself; there 
is no position .J 'Would not accept, no service I would not 
gladly ·r-ender, to hasten the day _of complete and 'over-
whelming victory.... -

WiU you -allow me to say, with respect, that one who 
has :been many years before the pUlblic, and who has 
'been for·ced .to a" dis'cussion of controversial matters,' 
does not speak thoughUessly, and II feel-that II am in no 
danger of doing any damage "unwittinglr" . 

.N 0 one could be more desirous of promoting national 
unity than I am. I enclose a copy -of an address. de
liv·ered ,before the last general election. .J then hoped 
that national u'nity was ,to be ·a reaHty. But real na
tional unity w.nI not be effected, ·as Mr. Roosevelt said 
on Sunday, by pulling the cover-lets over our 'heads and 
refusing to face the facts. 

I am ·prepa~ed to produce ,the witness, and ·to give 
the address of the Roman Catholic priest who, in On-

. tario-not among French-Camidians-said that he -was 
for.bidden to discuss ·Mussolini or Italy's part in the war. 
And in so saying, :he probably spo'ke for ·priests in gen
eral, and perha.ps .for Catholie people too. _ 

In speakil1g ·as ·1 have d'one, I Ihave merely ca-lled at
ten,tion to that which is doing mote to prevent a united 
Canadian war effort than any other single thing. The 
-quotations 1" have made f-rom French speakers and 
writers show ,plainly that they do not pretend ·to ,such 
unity except on ,the terms of ·a minority dictating 'its 
will to ,Cana-da':"'and tha·t in resp·ect to the extent of 
Canad·a's pa-rtieipation in the war. TMs is intolera'ble 
to the British 'conscience, ·to say nothing of the 
Christian conscience. "-

Of course it is tr"ue that my discussions will prob
a'bly -be as unpalata-ble' to my Roman Catholic fellow
ci,tizens as their propaganda is unpalataible' to me; 
But as I readily acco'rd them their right to the freest 
expression of religious views, I demand· the same for 
myself. _ . 

In respect to your last para-grapQ, I cannot 'but ·feel 
that every man of re'sj>onsibiIity in Canad·a will recog-

ters relating to these concerns. But I 'am not unmind,,: 
ful of the ,fact· that an ·effort was made to keep from 
the public the utterly disloyal ·address o'f the Mayor 
of Montread; and th~t the publicity g-i-ven to that inci-
dent made his in·ternment .inevitable. . . 

All this has notQing to do with religious propa-ganda. 
But there is in this country a religious propaganda that 
has a ,political expression,and that J~ the propaganda 
of the Roman Catholic ·Church. I am a loyal subject 

. of His Maj·esty King Geo-rg·e VI. I recognize, only, Qne 

. higher loyalty, and that to .One Who is King of kings, 
and Lord of ·lords. If I 'know my own hea'rt, I am will
ing cheerfully, if necessity should arise, -to die for 
~ither of them; and such neces'sity, as ·related to the war, 
would ,be to ·die for both, or otherwise to serve both. 
And it is my profoundest religfous conviction thaot the 
su.preme earthly enemy of both is the Papacy. 

I have ventured to su:bmib these matters 'for your con
sideration at length in order that you may see not only 
my point of view ... hut I think the point of view of a 
very large number of ·}oyal ,British Canadian citizens 
beside. 

I am, , 
.Sincerely_ YQurs, 

THQMAS T. SHIELDS. 

UNION NEWS 
AMONG OURSELVES 

A Colu'~n of the Activities of Former Students of 
Toronto Baptist Seminary 

William Street Bacptist 'Church, iLindsay, celebrated their.
thirteenth anniversary recently; There were good congre-· 

-gations to hear Rev. W. Gordon Brown. The Bihle School 
came within four of its record attendance and had one hun- _ 
dred 'and twenty-two. Rev-. J. Fullard has fine 'Pros-peets for 
hi.s work in Lindsay. Some of ·bas regular attendants drive 
as many as twenty-fc.>ur miles one lWay. 

,Pastor. B. D. Wallace has !had a ~ong spell of sickness in 
Westport, ·Ontario. ·The supply preacher ·is Mr. J. Dobson. 
Mr. Dobson's work at ·Malver.J:l has 'been taken on Sundays 
by Mr. N. Fockler, Mr. A. Melvin, etc. _ 

Rev. J. B. Cunningham, of Bethany Baptist Church, W-in
nipeg, is now giwng time two days a week to teaching in a 
Bible school in that city. . . 

!Rev. John Greening's congregations in SaugertieS, New 
Yprk 'State,' have much improved since he became· pastor as 
the result of a canvass he made of the whole cityof'.ten thou
sand. His successor at ·Scotch Line Baptist Church, Ontario, 
!Pastor H. Butler, has had an inCrea.se .in, his congregatio~s 
throughout the past months. -

Private W. Delmas 'Clark, of the Toron.to Scottish 
Regiment, 'Who through a slight accident was taken 
with osteomyelitis months ago, has now been invalided home. 
After a six-day leave at home in Brantford, he is in Christie 
Street Hospi!;al, Toronto. He is full of enthusiasm for the 
natural ,beauties of Old EngJand and for the character of its 
people. He has some exciting 'stories to tell of bombing, 
dog-fig.hts in the a·i.r, and' so on. Bombs felI in the harbour 
while ·the boat in which he returned lay at anchor but he 
and all his company escaped safely. He says: "I'm still in 
the- army, and hoping I can go back." 

,-
nize ,that in ·a .time 'of war, there must ·be some cur- AN INQUEST ON SANTA CLAU. S 
tailment of ordinary Uberties. And in respect to all 
matters ,related to the armed serv~ces-munitions, and Now that the good old gentleman in red has come and gone 

- we pluck up enough courage to utter some harsh thoughts 
indeed Canada's 'War effort in its totali-ty~persons in -about him occasioned by his treatment of our Baptist Treas-
authority, must, in the nature -of the case, be more ury in past years. Alas this Christ'mas was no exception. To 
thoroughly infor-med, and are in all ·probability in' a come to the point at once we express our suspicion in plain, 
better position to judge as to what infol1JDatlon bard words, even though it may mean some black -marks 

. would be likely to .be useful to the enemy. I need - entered against our name in ~he book -which Santa Claus is 
, • reputed to keepl We suspect the. orthodoxy of this muc;h-

not assure' you of my hearty co-operaotion in all mat- -- vaunted old gentleman. The state of our books each Decem· 

, -

I 
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her leads us to doubt seriously whether Santa is really at 
heart a' Baptistl o.ur only comfort is that it ha's ever been. 
thus when the joyous Christmas feeling is in the air. But 
this is cold comfort indeed, especially when we think of the 
need of our Home Mission pastors who awaited the arrival 
of our December cheques in order to welcome in fitting 
fashion Santa's arrival to their chimneys. 

We have headed this note "An Inquest on Santa Claus", but 
that does not mean that we really ibelieve, nor even hope that 
the old gentleman is dead. It is rather the genuine spirit of 
Ohristmas which has .been affected adversely, and we hope 
.that these hard words addressed to ,Santa ·Claus may me~t 
the eyes' of'some of those whom he takes into consultation 
each Decemlber. We beg them to remember that the ·true 
spirit of Christmas cannot omit gifts to Him to Whom the Wise 
Men came on the first Christmas, opening their treasures 
of gold, frankincense and myrrh. . 

As a ipost script we add that since CHrinstmas, Santa Claus 
hll's already gone far toward redeeming his good name, but 
there is still the most urgent need of abundant help from all . 
our churches to meet our large Home Mission Budget. 

ORILLIA AIDS BRITISH WAR ·VICTIMS 
_ We reprint the following interesting and inspiring note 

from the "Toronto Telegram": 
"OriIlia, Nov. 25 (,staff Special)-How the monthly 

communion offering of a small town church was given in 
its entirety to The Evening Telegram's British War 
Victims' Fund. and how the congregation added to it 
until a total of $263.05 was reached was told ,in Orillia 
today by the Rev. J. Byers of the Bethel Baptist Church. 

"We have only 1~ people in our congregation," !pointed 
out Mr. Byers. "None of them are what you would 
call wealthy in this world's goods. Nevertheless we de
cided to give all we could to the British War Victims' 
Fund, for little though we might have, we have much 
more than they. . 

"The ball was started rolling when we decided to give 
the entire offering of a monthly communion service. This 
we did. We were pleased with the response of our people, 
·but decided to add to this sum. A general appeal was 
made. A farmer mem,ber of our congregation gave very 
su:~tantially. So did everyone. When the fund reached 
$263.05 we sent it in to The E1J87I.ing Telegram.". 
We should like to make the following important addition 

to the above account. It is taken from· a personal letter from 
Pastor John Byers: "Enclosed plelL$8 find cheque to the 
amount of $50.00 for Home Missions. In October, if I remem
ber correctly, we sent the Union a cheque for $100.00 so up 
to the present we are in advance of last year's offerings. Our 
annual ibusiness meeting was held some time ago, and the 
'reports were most gJ,'Btifying indeed. Over ·twenty-five bap-~ 
tisms, and the financial report was the best on record, apart 
from the year the church was built." -

We are sure all our readers will wish to join us in heartily 
congratulating the Orillia Church on their fine work for the 
British War Victims and on the fact that they. have at the 
same time actually increased their missionary givings. To 
those who know this fine church this great accomplishment is 
no sur:prise. Pastor Byers has built up a strong spiritual 

. church and under his able, aggressive leadership they are 
a:ble to do wonders as these accounts show. 

mBLE SCHOOL LESSON OUTLINE 
(Continued ,'I'M1/, ptige 8) . 

3 :18). By profession he was a publican or tax-gatherer. 
In Roman times the duty of collecting tues for the Govern
ment was rented to certain individuals, usually .to the highest 
bidders. If the amount collected by any tax-gatherer ex
ceeded the Specified !figure, he might keep the balance. This 
practice encouraged cruelty, oppression and extortion (iLk. 
19:8); The minor tax officials were usually Jews, and they 
were despised by patriotic Jews for il'enouncinglthe national 
ideals and for currying favour from the Romans at the ex
pense of their own countrymen. But the Lord·is no respecter 
of persons (Ads 10: 34, &6); !He calla all who need cleansing 
to COIIDe to Rim. 

Matthew seems to have held a sort of reception in honour 
of the Lord, inviting men of his own profession and sinners, 
frequently mentioned, in the GosPels along with the pu,bli
cans, .'bOith classes being regarded as' outcasts iby the scribes 
and 'Pharisees. Levi's endeavour to make the Saviour 'known 
among those who needed Him was the occasion, but not the 
cause, for the criticism of our Lord .by the scribes and Phari
sees, who ever sought occasion 'against Him. They criticized 
His association .with these so-called outcasts, while His sym
pathy for the underprivileged condemned their bigotry and 
selfish aloofness. 

The discussoion on feasting and fasting suggests thBlt the 
day of Matthew'S ·gathering· may have coincided with one of 
the Jewish ifast days. At any rate, the principle "enunciated 
by our Lord is applicable at all times. Since feasting is con
nected 'WIiith joy and fasting 'with .grief, the followers of the 
Lord have every right :to express the bliss they experience 
in !His presence. To be with Christ is the essence of joy; 
to be separated :lirom Him is ·the essence of sorrow (Pea. 
16:11; iLk. 13:27, 28; Phil. 1:2h23). 

The practice of ceremoni'al fasting as observed by the 
scribes and Pharisees was but one characteristic of their 
religion, which consisted largely of externals (Matt. 6: 16-18; 
23: '13-33). Our Lord's parable of :the new cloth and the old 
garment 'was intended ,to show ,the folly of patching up the 
old ceremonial' Judaism with the new ~iritual Christianity 
which He was to estab,lish. The legabsm of the Judaism 
·then in vogue wi:th its doctrine of salvation by works was 
not an appropriate vehicle for the dynamic teaching of salva
tion 'by grace throug.h the power of God. 
III. The Ph,uisees-verses 23 to 28. 

Parallel passages: Matt. 12:1-8; iLk •. 6:1-6. 
The devotion to the externals of religion on the' part of the 

scribes and .Phal'lisees is indicBlted also in their frequent criti
cism of our ~Lord's actions on the Sabbath Day (Mk. 3:2). 
They had so altered the Old· Testament teaching concerning 
the Sabbath by :their traditions that they had obscured the 
origin and true significance of the day. They became slaves 

-to the letter of the ,law, and in so doing they contradicted 
its spirit and purpose (Moatt. 15:6; Mk. 7:13; 2 Cor. 3:6). 

On this occasion :the disciples were hungry; their eating 
was a "work of'n~essity". Moreover, the custom of pluck
ing the gl'ain as they ipassed through the field had 'Scriptural 
warrant, and· they were taking that to which they had a 
right (;Lev. 19:9, 10; 23:22; Deut. 24: 19-21; Ruth 2: 15, 16). 
Their action also had IScriptural precedent, for Da,Yid, whom 
aU the Jews regarded highly, had done a similar thing 
(1 l8am. 21:6). . 

The truth brings liber.ty. (John 8:32,.36; 2 Cor. 3:17); not 
license to disobey the laws of God" ,but freedom to obey in 
greater measure. We who .belong to .Ch~ist have been made 
free .to serve Him (Gal. 6:1; 1 Pet. 2':16). We are to be 
governed by love to H;is Person, r~ther ~han ,by a passion 
for man-made regulations concernmg ;His Word. In our 
observance of the Lord's ·Day iWe ·shan follow the dictates 
of the 'Spirit,knowing that the [.ord of the "Sabbath is 
g.reate.r than any human law of the Sabbath. 

~KS BY DR. T. T. SHIBLDS 
"The Ad_la .... of • Modem YOllDII MIID"_. ___ ... _ .. ___ $1,00 
.. Other Llltle Sblpe" . ___ .. ___ 1.00 

"The. Pial Th.t F.lled" (TIle .tor,. o,f J.",I. St. CIUlrch) 1.00 
"The Odord Groap Mo ....... l An.lyzed" __ .. __ . __ .:...___ .05 

Z5 caple. 1.00 
R ..... II.m or Ratherfordl.m. (10' paP!8)' _: ___ .•.. __ .35 
"The P.pac,..-In tbe Llpt of Scripture" _____ . __ .__ .10 

~Wh,. I Bell.". the R.pture Cannot Precede the Tribule-
tion." AI.o "The MlIBDiDg of the Parousi .... In Booklet 
of 52 pa.... -____ .10 

20 copies 1.00 

60 Sennons 011 the War preached in Jarvis St.. from' August. 
1939. to December. 1940. Five cents each single sermon or 
any 25 for $1,00 postpaid. Send for printed list of titles. 

Th. eo.peI WIlD._. pab!labed weald,.. per .nnum ...... _. __ .. _ Z.OO 

Addres.: TIlE COSPEL WITNESS. 
I '0 Garrard SL Ea.t. Toronto. C.n, 

I 

j 


