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IS, CANADA RIGHT IN SUPPRESSING "JJj':IiOVAH;S' WlTNESSES"?' 

A Sermon by Rev. W. Gordon Brown, M.A. -

P-reaehed fn Jarvis Street Baptist Church', Toronto; Sunday Evening, November 24th, 19·10 

. "Rel1der therefore un.to Caesar the 1:lhings which .be Caesar's, aJid unto God the 
things wliieh be' God's."....:...Luke 20:25. . . 

Before dawn l·a.st S'unday this city and how many other ." 310,000,000 Books 
places -i do not Know', were sown, from house to house, They have been terribly persecu.ted this past' summer' 
with' a pam:pplet of t~frty .. two pages. I'ts title, though . in. the United States, where" 
it has little clear r,elation to most of its contents, is End 
of Nazism. No 'Place Of' 'Pu.olication ios given, ,but' those 

. first addressed are ·Americans. (I understand that, ac­
coro.in·g .00 ,Can'ad'ian law, things pU'blished' in another 
countr-y /but bl'ou'ght into ·Canada must ,be marked with 
·the name of the counJtry in which ,they :were made.) The 
auth·or. says' "I",. ,bu.t forgets' to' -sign his name: The peo­
ple whom- he W'Oulil defend are cal.Jed "American citi­
zens:', "honest Amer.icans", "non..lCathoHcs"; "Ohrist! 
ians", . "'true Christia·ns", > "conscientious Christians", 
"·God1s faithful .servants", His "elect", "witnesses", etc. 
Yet anyone who is familiar wilth the thought and speech 
of t11e pecuiiar ter~gious sects of oU'r day, wiJI recognize. 
the voiCe, how ever much he- who calls wou·ld conceal the 
nandl
•· . 

These hooxiets Were distr.i·buted by the one reUg-ious 
organization ,brand'ed .by ou·r MInister of justice as suh­
versive,. and 'so ,banned' ,by the government of free Oan­
ada. Yet ibhere. is no.thing here to hinder our wa.r effort. 
w;i·th the 'Possi'Qle exception of on'e line in the t8l8t .para­
graph, 

"'Dba: rulers' of, the earth . . . are certain to go. down 
in a· shDn ti·me." 

'Dhos-e wHo' gave' out the 'PaIilph'lets dJd 50 literalIy in 
Ule dark. One .Youn·g man said last Saturday Ito his 
young lady, also' cit this ·persuasion: "if i don't come to 
see' you ifio-morrow, it -will be·ibeeau·se· I ·am in jaiL" He 
went out at three the following ·morning. Should our 
authorities persecute .these 'so zealous but, as I nope to 
show, .misguided? . 

• 

"From every mDuntain side 
Let freedDm rjng." 

Inth-at country is their stronghold. 41,902 full-time 
workers, called "Pioneers", 'WOrking> for $1O~00 a month 
plus room ·and board-there 'are 11,000 -more in Great . 
Britain and C~nada~have -preached from door. .to door, 
operated 'soulJld trucks, ·.played phonogrWpbs,. sold or given 
away tbook,s or booklets since 1920 ,to ithe' number- of 
310,000,000 in 43 languages. In Detroit 35;000 met 
a1bout .the first of August in convention, and 20 lE8Ser 
gatherings, {.rom Boston 'and Honolu.lu.to Seattle 'and ·El 
Paso, heard .their "apostle" over 'I·oud speakers and leased 
telephone wi.res; and' on· the Sunday morning in Detroit 
2,500 were immersed in a !public parkl . They claim 
1,000,000 fol'lowers in America. 

These ·people wiU not .fight .for their country.- They 
will not even vote. They instruct their ch-i-Idren' 'not to 
s·a,.lute 'the flag, as American chi.ldren ·do at p\lIbll'c school 
each morning. When the matter W818 'brought before the 
Supreme .Cou.rt iast Mlay,. it unanimously confirmed .their 
consti.tutional right .to distrtbute their propagand'a and 
to play their records. But when the· case of the flag 
salute came .before .that s-ame court, 'On· JU'ne 3 ·the Judges 
upheld th~ right of' a school ,board· to expei chiid~en who 
would not sa'lute the national emblem. Mr. Jus-tice :Stone . 
was .the minority 'of one -who thouglh-t the opinion of the 
other eight 

"no m~re' than the subjection of the .cDnstitUtional pro­
tection of the liberty of small minDrities to the popular 
will". . 
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To these people, stl"8.ngely enough, Ito salute the flag is 
"idola'trY and, a direct negation of the commandment 
which forbids bhe setting up of 'any other gods', or bow­
ing down to g·raven images".' 

Mob Violence 

This decision .of the Supreme Cou·rt CYf ·the United 
States came 'at a time of hylSteria. The Nazi overrunning. 
of the Low Countries created ·panic. People 'W'ho would 
not sa~ute '~Old Glory" ·were Nazis;'Of course! '(6,0'0'0' of 

• their comrades in Ibelief had iangudshed in Hitler's con­
centration camps, and many had been martyrs there.) 
At least they were traitor8-'popuiar stupidity thought 
the Supreme Court .had said so! . Egged on ,by pr.iests· 
of 1Jhe Ca.tholic ,Chu'reb, which ;is the main object of ,their 
attack, and in many cases led by AmericalJl legionnaires, 
mob ·w.olence broke out. 

The 'hated victims ,were fltruck from relief rollfl, had 
their cars wrecked, were jailed, ,beMen, given castor oil 

. by a doctor with a stomach tulbe', stoned, tarred and 
feathered. In Texas one hundred of ·them were driven 
like cattle ten miies down a raHroad track, in ·the ,blazing 
heat of midday, to', the county line, and left to fend for 
themselves, though there ;were among them children and 
a woman of ,seventy-eight. In Kennebunk, Maine, ninety 
mNes n,orth of Boston, though they had 8Ipplied to the 
local authoritiefJ, state police a'nd the state governor for 
p.rotection, it was without aV'ai.J. A mOtb of ~ thOUISand 
in thi·s otherwise respectable .town razed the. shabby 
building called "Kingdom Hall", after its defenders hail 
I$hot two of the mob. And so it went on wdth ou,tbreaks 
of greater or· less degree in forty..:one States of the 
Union. 

" I. 

But .what of Canada? Here, .too, 'LIBERTY Is IN 
DANGER. 

The objects of this persecu.tion are not banned In Great 
Britain nor Aust~aU.a, niOr were they ibanned in Canada 
under the Defence of Canada Regulations established 
September ~rd, 1939. At that tiome lSixteen org·anizations 
were listed (dn flection 39C)"'-German, Fascist, etc., but 
partieularly Ithe 'Communist ,Party of Canada. On June 
12th, six -itaUap. organi~ations were added to .the list, and 
on June 20th Technocracy, IlJlc.; 'and on August 29tih, six 
publishing companies, all -but one of them professedly 
foreign. Tha.t makes twenty-eight, but we have missed 
one. Here it is: 

"PRIVY COUN,OIL 
I 

NOTICE 

"Notice is hereby g'ive~ that by Order in Council ,P.C. 
2943 of the 4th day 'of July,' 1940, passed pursuant to the 
provisions. orf regulation 39C of the Defence of Canada 
Regulations 'Jehovah's Witnesses' has been declared to 
be an illegal organization. , 

. . A. D. P. HEENEY, 
·Clerk of the iPrivy Counciol. 

('E~ra' dated July 4,' 1940.)" 

"The MdDistterof Jusltice is the Mini'Ster upon whose 
recommendation the Order was' made. He laid a copy 
of the Order on the Table of the House of Commons" .. 
Observe that .this is the only religious society prohibited. 

And why? "On the 16tih of July :last, ,the P,ri,me Mi'nis­
ter read a statement in Ithe House of Commons for the 
Minister of J,ustice, which statement reade, dn ·part, as 
folloW'S; 

"It is not the policy to disclose .confidential} information 
upon which 'a recommendation- under the Defence of 

, Canada Regulations is made 'by the Minister. . . • The 
Uterature of Jehovah's Witnesses discloses, in effect, 
1iliat man-made authority or law should not :be recognized 
if it conflicts with the Jehovah's Witnesses' interpreta­
tion of the .Bible; .tha·t they refuse to salute the flag of 
any nation or to hail any man; and, thart; they oppose the 
war. 

"The ·general effect of this literature is, amongst other 
bhings, to 'undermine the ordinary responsibilities of citi­
zens, parbicuwly in time of war ... • 
The Honour8lble Mr .. Lapointe's statement is hardly 

flatisfactory . 
"It is not the policy to disclose confidential informa­

.tion upon which a recommendation under the' Defence 
of !Canada iRegulations is made by ·the 'Minister." 

Such lack of pu.blic information may :become a source of 
real ·abuse of civil, not to say religious li'berty. . .. 

British Justice? 

The maj.or industrial dispute of this year in central 
Canada was the Seamen's strike of last s'pring. On June 
18th the President of the Seamen's Union, Mr. J. A. 
"'Pat" Sul'liv'an was ·arrested. and interned. The only 
reason given up to .this very day is thM 

urepresentations have ·been made that you are member 
of the Communist Party of Canada". 

His lawyer asked for particulars in order. to prepare his 
defence, and was told -that .these particulars, just quoted, 

"are sufficient to enable Mr. Sullivan to present his, case." 
He 'Was not told who made the representations, nor even 
what they were. Is that British justice? And that is 
not a single case, .there -have ,been otheN. Such an unfair 

. method of dealing with omen ,~hom people in certain posi­
tions do not like, may ,lend itself ·to no end. of abu'se. 

As in civi'l cases, so in re~igious' ones, personal Uberty 
is in danger. It is easy for modern Caesars to demand 
the pJace of God. 

UThe literature of Jehovah's 'Witnesses, discloses, in 
effeot, that man-made authority or law should not be re­
cognized if it conflicts with the Jehovah's Witnesses' 
interpretation of the 'Bibl~". 
That is 'a general s.tatemen-t of which much or little 

can ,be made. The dangerousness of ,a person to the state 
would depend u,pon what he .thought these conflicts to be. 

Three par.ticulars are given: ,first, . 
" "tHat they refuse to 'salute the flag of any nation". 
We have seen how that made grea:t trouble for those 

who live under the Stars and Stripes. But even the 
Americ/iLn Su'preme Court, in its questionable deCi'Sion, 
did not say adults must salute, the flag. It simply said 
thwt a given 'school board, and, 'by implication, ·any pub­
lic sdil.ool ,board, had the right. to 'expel chHdren if they 
did not do as other c~iIdren 'do, and salu.te the flag. 
Children could not be jailed, nor taken ·from their par­
ents, nor punished in any other ,way. -It was fliinply a 
matter of the authority of ,the school board. 

I think we have :much less flag ,waving in Canada. Yet 
to u's the Union Jack stands ·f'Or much ;bbat i·s dear. At 
times, it seems to stand for our aB. ·But is the real test 
of a man's loyalty whether or not he saiu,tes the flag? 
You wiU pardon a perflonal word, I ,hope. '1 have lived 
in Canada all my life, .. r,nost. of it in this city: I attended 
----- . 

'E. H. Coleman. Under Secretary of State. In a letter dated Nove';"ber 
20. 1940. - . 

• 'Mr. W. Stuart Edwards. Deputy Minister of Justice. in a letter dated 
November 21. 1940. 

• 
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Annetite Street Pu,bIic School, Hu.mberside Collegiate 
Institute, McMa'ster University (then in T'Oronto) and 
the University of Toronto; ,I have gone ,to ,polLtiea!1 rall·ies 
and pub,lic occasions o'f nearly every sor.t, but as far all 
I can remember; I have never saluted .:the flag; not that 
I 'object to d.oing so, I have never had occasion! Bu·t I 
hope I' am loyal.. The reason I am not dn His ,Majesty's 
forces is my bad heaUh record. B:ut Jehovah's Wi.tnesses 
mu'st ·be banned because they wiH not salute the flag! 

What wboilt the flag in Quebec? I was down-,there this 
summer, a·nd I saw the fleur~'de-lis over alJld over again 
without the accompaniment of a Union Jack or many 
fleurs-de-lis with' one or two Uni()n J,acks. I was S'O in­
censed that I wrote to Ottawa about it, 'apd I got a letter 
from ,the Department of the Secretary of State, saying 
that 'since we ar.e not at war with France, :then! ds no 
law to prohibit the ,flying of thJ! French flag; indeed. 
there is ·no 'law about civilians flying flags ,in Canada. 

- Our flag of' Empi,re ,is .thecom'bined crosses of Saint 
George, Saint Andrew and Saint Patrick; :but· the people 
of the Province of Quebec are allowed to fly another! 

",Salute the flag"? I ,would, lbut there is no l8IW to say 
I must. T·here i's no law to say anyone .must, not even 
the s'o-caUed J.ehov,ah's Witnesses. 

The second reason given ·for ,baiming .Jehovah's Wit-
ne.sses is . 

"that they refuse to ... hail ,any man". 
I, am not 'sure what is meant here'tby ''baH''. But I do 
rememlber tbat the Quakers, among whom were some of 
my ancestors, ~efU'sed in old England ttt doff their hats' 
even in rt'he presence 'Of royalty. 'Dhey were terri'bly 
'persecuted, but they won, and the Qu'akers are amongst 
the most respected people of England tQ-day. 

'Third, 
"that they oppose the war". 

Now I think Jehowh's Wtitnesses·are wrong in that, but 
is it fair to ban them as a religiou's organ·ization on that 
account f The iPecuUar nature of thei,r religiou's views, 
as ,we may s~, may make that advisable, hut simply be­
cause "they oppose the war", is hardly ~eason sufficient. 
. I.seem to remember something a,bout a certain seventy­
five! T,hey must have been members of some obscu~e 
sect! But no, they were ministers of the great United 
Churoh Of Canada. Did they not 'publicly denounce our 
war effort? ,And are they not only in good standIng in 
their own Church, but a'Iso aUowed to preach over the 
land.? . 

Then there are the Mennonites. Among them are some 
of the best-living Christian ·people in this country. They 
a're pacifists, and our government exempts ihem from 
mHi,tary service. Perhaps it is not a remarkable thing 
that.in this war, as in the -last, the membel"Ship,of their 
denomination increases. ' 
Fourth~but is ,there-a fourth reason given fur 'ban--

ning ,Jehovah's Witnesses? . 

"'l'1he general effect of this literature is, amongst other' 
, things, to undermine the ordinary responsibilities at citi­
zens, particularly in time of war." 
What are "the ordinary n!sponsibilities of citizens" 

which they "undermine"? These people n!spect prop­
el'lty .. They work. They pay' :taxes. .They lSend their 
'children to school, even if 'theY,.'-do try to call attention 
to themselves and make mar,tyrs of themselves :by in­
structing them not to 'sing the national an.them. Where-· 

. in. do they "undermine the ordina,ry responsiibilities of 
citizens, particularly in Ume of war"? 

Now do not alttempt a .fiIi'aI conclusion in the matter' 
yet, for we shall see daDJger here presently. 

But iet me say it again: Liberty amongst us' is in 
danger: 

The Roman Catholic Menace to Liberty 

A few years ago ·students of Toronto Baptist Seminary 
were distributing tracts in a ,village in Quebec, and for 
their efforts rto preach the gospel they got ,themselves into 
jail. One of them is here to-night. .You have read in 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS of the French colporteur of the 
British and Foreign Bible ,Society, who 'Was forbidden 
thy the polic. t9 seH Bibles in ,the city of Montreal. 

o yes, the Church of Rome would . take from us our 
f.reedom of iPreaching d'f it could. nr. Shields 'has read 
to" you h()'W the Roman Catholic Register of London, On­
tario, wanted the censor to stop The Evening Telegram 
of Toronto if,rom pubIis'hing his remarks about the inter­
ference of ,the Church of Rome in Canada's 1Wa,r effort. 
Last .sunday and on a preceding one "the Reverend' Father 
Lamphier, over CBL, severely denounced bi'm, though not 
,by name, for :pointing to a, Pope's ,fifth column, and de­
scribed him as "beneath conttempt". .our pa&tor will 
a'nswer next Sunday evening, and ,issue a challenge; but 
wi'll ,he be ,allowed to reply on the air? . Is ~any man 
allowed to &ay one direct word against .the Church of 

. Rome on the radi() statiolliS of Canada? .' 
Mr. Lapointe is a nomaI:1tCatholic, and thalt Church has 

been the chief target of attack of Jehovah's Witnesses. 
Forty-three per cent 'Of this country i,s now Roman Catho­
lic, and a,mong the fi.fty-'seven per eent, even 'among its 
religious leaders, are so many indifferent or "weak sis­
ters" that Canada is far -too much controlled ,by its Catho­
lic·minor{ty. Yesterday we hea'rd that 'Italian planes had 
again tried ,to ,bomb England. Mr. Chu,rchill, it !Was an~ 
nounced at -the' first of ·the past .week, is in favour of 
bombing Rome; but the ,news told us that the request had 
come from Canada th~t the British do not bomb Rome! 
I w~nder what section of Oanada influenced that request? 

The Price of Freedom 

It is all too true that re'ligious liberty among u's is in 
danger. Surely, we can say, "I was tborn free", ,but an 
ancestor of ours would reply, with the Roman . who ques­

- tioned Pau1, "Wi.th a grea,t price obtained I this free­
dom." 

When ·Ohristianity went ,forth into the reHgion-ridden 
Roman world, it passed as par.t of the Jews' religion;' 
and hence, iby the decision of Gallio in C<Jrinth in the 
year 52 A.D., was a ":permitted ,religion". But when -the 
difference. was pressed by t~e opposing J ~ws, Paul was 
imprisoned the second tfJime, 'and it ibecame a crime sim­
ply to !be a' Christian. Ter,rible 'Was the persecution of 
those who wou,ld not worS'hip tl:J.e Emperor, who set him-
self up as God. . 

Finally Christianity wOn. . But soon the Church ,!itself 
persecuted those who did not· agree with its.ttJhen teach­
ing-s. In the M'iddle Ages the south of F,r·ance, which was 
a stronghold of dissent f~om the Church of Rome, was 
left ·by emjssaries of that Chureh as a smo'u'ldering wil­
derness. Remember SaiJlt Bartholomew's Day. Recall 
the Thirty Yea~' War. Think of the Covenanters . 

.. 

·r 
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Review' the struggle in' England and Scotland .for the 
freedom 'of the Reformed F~l.ith. 

But 'remember, ·however .we eXlplain it, that religious 
liberty ds quite a modern thing, in practice at ieast.· 
Old LaJtimer, greatest preacher of the English Reforma· 
tion, jokingly said that the faggots that :burned him 
would light 1l ,c.andle ip. E~gland that :would n'ot be put 
out, but that same great man had approved the burning 
of Anabaptists' . Jeremy Taylor (of the time of Shake­
speare~ might. write on Liberty of Prophesying (by 
which 'he meant "preaching"), but it was a liberty only 
for -those wno believed the Apostles' Creed. Cotton 
Mlather .called the founders of the. Massachu'setts Bay 
Co'lony "the unspotted' lam:bs .of the 'Lord", but those 
"lambs'! could proye "ra:vening ,wolves", and jail, 'fine 
and !beat ·those who ·,would. not agree with ·their .pa:rticular 
brand of relig-ious liberty! 

In this struggle for real Uberty of conscience Baptists 
have led the way. We may justly ,be proud of that. 

At ,last freedom came in the American Constitution, 
of a nation ,that recognizes God but has no established 
church. It came in Canada. It came in,England, .though 
those who there do not 'belong to the State Church are 
stiH called '~d'issenters". 

Now we have it, let us hold to it. 
We are fighting the dictator.s for li,berty, political lib­

erty to govern ourselves, reldgiou'S liberty to preach truth 
as we see it wiibhout the interference of a bishop' a'p­
pointed by a dictator. As ,this pamphlet says, 

'!The'state has'no right to compel a man to violate'his 
conscience.'1JI . ': 

We have so 'long '~sume.4 tl)ioB ·that ,we are apt to forget' 
it ,or -'fan to d,e!eI}.~ our rights when they are attacked. 

II. 
BUT-and itt is a tremendous but-LmERTY Is ABUSED. 
T,his is tr!le·p~liticalJY. The Communists have been 

outstand~ng examples of the abuse of Hberty. They fat-
, te:r:t~d o~ a cO,~ntry whose institutions they' wished to 
destroy. They ,held oijice Wp.ere ,they could in this coun­
try,1o'r example, Alderman Smith, af th'is city. (It is not 
long since "Tim" Buck ran 'for mayor af Hamilton.) 
But they take ·their orders from another land. The same 
might be said of FasCists and of other. 

But our £oncerf!, to-night is chiefly with the !religious 
situation. J,ehov~h',s Witnesses 'have abused their liberty 
in th,is l~nd. That 1 propose :n°w to show.-

. Russell, Rutherford and Religion 
T,h!!~ p~ple wer.e :follmerly nicknamed Russellites, 

aft~r ~h!!ir fp~n4,~" 9harles Taze }tuBsell, successful J:e­
ligi04S 'PI!~p~g,an~Hst, W'h~ 9ied if). 1916. Their proper 
naqle wlls 'Jnternatipnal Bible Twisters''''"'"1lardon me, I 
m~an ~ible Stude:nts' ~!~sociati~n. They called :their 
mov~ent MiUennial Da~, :because ,they !believed the mil­
lennium wa~ 4awning. (Rus!,!ell ,began ~is -work about 
187~, but p.pt m~cJ'! pf his' miUenniu,in has dawned yet!) 
The pubIis'hing' 'Company .is called The Watch Tower, as 
is tihelb .chief ·magazine. (Consolation is their second 
rr:u~g~~~iw:? '''Pa'!!tor'' ltussell' i~suec;l 'a" s~t of Q~~ks, 
w.dely ~jstrJb~1:ed, cane~ St?f.{lies in the Scriptures, tl 
lf~lping ff~n~ for Bible Stude""ts. lJe was followed by 
JO!geph f're4!,!rick Rutherfor~, ~ :former i/lwyer and judge 
in ~jsS<?u'ri. In 19~5 'he gave them ~ new'~ame;JehQvah's'. 
WitQ~lI~e~, 

l 

Their ngnoring of .atIstorY, their f~natic~ interp~~­
tiQn of Scripture, tl:te.ir settljng of,the InQ:st difficult pr90b­
lemll with one blQ-b ·of "ink, thei.r ,a:bsurd reasQning; and' 
their cock-su~e selof,.r.ighteou!!;n,~S, J me,rely mention, e]!:­
capt that I really niU:lilt take one example of thej'r co.n;t­
bined ignQrance anIJ 81buse: 

'."Religion means the 40ing of an~g that Us c9l'l!t~ary 
to the will ,of Al~ghty .God."· 

And 180 religion dll' d~nounced over aI).d OVl'!r ~gai:rJ.. l~ 
ioB demQnism.· All evi'l in the worl(i js ~ttribute!l ,to 
religion.· There ar,e m~ny definitions af "religion", .f.or 
it is such a wide word ,that ·j\t ds pa:r4 to Hmft e:lC!l~t\y. 
The late Dr. E. M. ~ej,rst~ad's is 1P~r.haps the ;best: 

"Religion is :the recognition of !W;lSeen 'powers .~s real, 
and as influentiall in nJl}l1an .Ji;fe." 

Do these peopll'! r:ecognize ,God 1 They ~alI themse~~l.~s 
Jehovah's Witne.s'ses. Do they believ~ He ~s influe;ntial 
in thejor Iiv,as? They ,prof~s~ ;to Jive to spread' ,the ~~! 
of Hjs I{ingd'Om. A(,!cor~jng!to definition, then, th~Y' are 
religious. To say that 

"religion is the doing of any.thing that is contrary 1;0 ,th.e 
~iIl\of Almighty lG01l", 

is to ·'b.e guHty of ·measureless absurdity. But that by' 
the way. . , 

Rest.orbtg the Key I)octrine' 

There i.s no m~jor doctr.ine of Christianity on which 
Jehova'h's Witnesses have not some un scriptural and 
absurd notions. They' 'have incorporated dnto their sys­
tem heresies old and .new. B~t there is 'one .teaching of 
theirs which is the key to alL' It is called restoration. 
According to this, all mankind now dead ,is to 'be' restored 
to. life, those who died last, first, and so on 'back .till 
Father Adam 'and Mother Eve eomefortlh. Mark, all 
these, say they, are now non-existent. Wdthout 'breath 
there i,s no s'oul, and so they neither thinlc, nor feel nor 
will. But otJhese ·non-existences are to be restored to 
ealrth, and that in order 00 be given a chance for life. 
Those who accept wiU -live forever- on this eartb~ and the 
rest wiiI be anni'hHated. Now it was for this:t'hat ChrIst, 
before Bethlehem the Angel Michael, and on earth merely 
a man, died. In the FaH of Adam man forfeited h'is right 
to live. Jesus gave His life to win that right baek: The 
man Christ is forever dead.' 

But a S:piri·tua:l Being 'aro~, and that Spirit Being, they 
claim, has now returned to earth to introdu(,!e His IUng­
dom and restore mankind . 

Russell said: 

"We con!!ider it~s, established truth that the ,final end 
of the kingdoms of this world, and the full establiSlh­
,ment of the Kingdom of ;God, Win be accom.plished neaT 
the end of ~.D. J9t4 . " . 'f:ql;! 'b~~tle 9f the ,gi-eaot day pf 
~ AJ.rrp.ghty' (l~~v. 1f!:14<> , ••. wfI1 eJld jn A..p. 1.914<, 

. WIth the complete overthrow of earth's present :ru~er­
shrip".8 

That was in works copyrighti; in 1889, ,bl,lt" in the 1914 edi-' 
tion anew slug was insetted in the type in' each p1ace 
wh~l'~ 1914 'Occuf-l'I'!d and the 1914 ·was ehanged to 1915, 
hut to how little avaiJ,! When .1914 and 1915 rolled 
around, well; there was a war, to ,be sure,' th~ugh its main 

1 V:edder. Short His~PT1J of t". B .. ptist •• P. 198. 
I Page 21. ' . . 
• End of N .. =ianl, p. 5. 
4 Ib .. 'Po 28. '. 
'Ib .. p. 30. 
• J. lC. R~t"!!r~ord: 'fhll Ho,r.p of Oad, 19~1 e4Jtlon. aection &62, pp. 826f • 
. 7 Compare ~tudles In the Senptures. I., p. 179. 
~ ~~"di!,.s. I~ ... pP. 99. 101-.' -

:1 
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battl~s were ~9t f9u,ghrt at "the MIl of Megiddo" in 
Northein Pf!.lestine, which is what "Armageddon" 
me'ans; and the war !began, not ended; jn 1914; and the 

. devil, in ,a fr.esh way, wa,s .let lpose upon the Mlrld, not 
the Kingdom of 'God esta'bUshed. By hilS wrong d'ates 
alone ,Russell ;was prpved ~ false prophet. In a work 

, based on those of '~Pastor" :JIussell~, issued in 1917, a 
year aner his death, the entire destruction of Christen­
dom W/ltS. to be accomplished ,by A.D. 1918.1 

The "Judge's" Misjudgm~t 

"'" F. Rutherford, C. T. Russell',s successor, .tried' to 
gatch things :up, and he sad-d in a work 'Putblished.in 1921: 

"The proof cited herein s'hows that the old 1W0rld ('social 
and ;political order) 'ended and :hegan to pass away in 
1914, and that bhis will be 'accomplished in a few years 
aa:td righteousness fully e&talblished.''" 

. I ask you, h:ow many is "a few"? We are now twenty­
six years after 1914! 

But "Judge" ·Ruther.ford grew 'wiser. Other dates he 
took, but as fa,r as I have observed, always ones that are 
in the 'Past ,a 

The ex-judge make's a poor prophet. Take this from 
our pamphlet: 

"!Because divine prophecy plainly foretold that dictators 
would gain control of Europe, attelltion 'was publicly 
called to this fact more than ,three yeaI'S ago and the 
,European nations warned 0:( the present di-saFiter that 
now exists there.''' . 

"T'hree yea'rs ago'" Hitler',s rilse .to !power ibegan in 1933. 
Men -like Prime l\flinister Churchi.Il and indeed Dr. SHields 
did not need to he prophets to see what was coming' 

Or take thu,s: 

"According to the Hierarchy the stage is set for 1940. 
There is now a mpidly 'rising tide in opposjtion to the 
third term. May it not be that, when it appears e~treme­
ly doubtf.u.l that the Hierarchy politicians .can ,put' over. 
the third term, then the would-be dictator will seize the 
government '1". . 

That from a :prophetic student, this American ex-judge' 
He couid nOit read even the signs of the 'POlitical times 
of his ow,n nation. The "judge" misjudged Mr. Roose­
velt, and he misjudged the election of early November. 
But the 'pamp'hlet which proclaims his mi'sjudgment, is ' 
dist~:buted :by ,his Canadian followers- ,to tell Toronto 

rand vicinity how properly to end Nazism' 

Armies to Fight God!-

. How is it to ',be ended? By the spread -of the Theo­
cr~Cy or Kingdom of .christ. But before that, Ruther­
ford says, must come what he calls Armageddon, the 
greatest battle of aU time, with ,the armies of tihe world 
powers on one side, 'led by the devil and a spirit of his 
named .Gog; and God, His angels and one hundred and 

. forty-four thousand Jehova:h's Wlitnesses on the other. 
It is all ,given in gruesome detail in the !book Prepara­
tion. The_pamphlet says 

"the baJttle of Armageddon js very near"" 
If it is very near, the present war is probably a prepara­
tion for it, and heading toward it. If that i,s so, the na­
tions who ate making war will all unite agaJinst the Lord 
'and Hili! saints. T,herefore any man who is fighting for 
.these nationll, ·will soon ,be ,fighting aga,inst qod. 'Such 
an idea, Which is the natural interpretation of Ruther.-

,ford's words, does what the Defence of Canada ReguIa­
tions justly. prohlihit: 

"(a) spread reports or make 'statements intended or 
likely to cause disaffection to His Majesty or to in­
terfere ,with the success of His Majesty's forces or 
to prejudice His Majesty's relations with foreign 
powers; 

"(b) spread reports or make ,statements intended or 
Ukely to prejudice the recruiting, training,. ~isci­
pline, or administration of any - of His 'M'ajesty's 
forces; or . 
of the forces of any allied or associated powers or 

(c) spread reports or make 'sta'tements intended or likely 
to be prejudicial to the safety of the 'State or the 
efficient prosecution of rthe war.'" 

Britain Wedded to Satan! 
Does someone say "That .is just .an implication"? I 

admit it, though it is a natura'l deducrtion. But :here is 
something clearer from this voluble oracle: 

"'Satan has th~ee particular mouthpieces, to w:it, (1) 
Gog ... (2) the 'beast', that is to say, the entire visible 
or worldly organization of the 'Devil, and (3) the 'false 
prophet', 'which is the Anglo-American empire system 
and lliherefore ''Christendom.' (Rev. 16:13). The latter" 
maintains a w:ise appearance and gives utterance to 
great and blasphemous,words to deceive and mislead the 
people, and hence is designated 'bhe false prophet'. It 
specifically proclaims 'the message that· it will make the 
world a fit place to live in. !All of Satan's forces exercise 
great 'power and i~fiuence over the :peoples of the earth, 
and that they do appears ,to the godless as miraou:lous. 
'For they are .the spiri-ts of devils, working miracles, 
,which go forth unto the kings cxf the earth and of the 
whble world, to gather them to the ,battle of that great 
day of God Almighty.'-Rev. 16:14.''" 

The Anglo-American empire system (whatever that is), 
is the "false prophet" and one of "'the spirits of devils'" 

Again more of it: an address ,given presumably by the 
American ex-judge, in the city of London, England, ancl 
so under Brirti'sh police protection, on May 2pth, 1926, 
sUlpporting "a testimony to· the rulers of the world" by 
"Jehovah's cove mint people, and therefore his 'witnesses, 
assembled in convention", named, as the last of the seven 
,successive world powers the' British Empire and 
deelared: . 

"The ,god or inv.isi-ble ruler of each has :been 'Satan the 
Devill, even as the Scriptures declare. (2 Cor. 4: 8,' 4; 
John 12:31)".10 . 
There you have it. Rutherford.in particular and the 

so-caiIed Jehovah',s Witnesses in, general ,have declared 
and pUlbUshed to the nations of the world that our British' 
Empire is wedded to the deviI.n "-

No wonder that Rutherford Was ,banned from the radio 
in this country some few years ago. No wonder Jehovah'! 
Witnesses have got fhemselves counted among the illegal 
orgalliza1Jions of Canada. 

HI 

Liberty is in danger, -but that libert~ may be abusep. 
Then LIBERTY MUST B~ RESTRAINED. Ll,berty may be so 
used as to give "occasion to the ,flesh". T,hen it must be 
curbed by authority. .1 

'Studies. VII.. p. 595. 
• Harp of God. section 565, P. 333. , 
• E:g .. the temple was cleansed in 1932. evidently a haughty reference 

to some housecleaning of those Witnesses who did not come under their, 
leader.-Pr8paration, 1933, p. 359. • 

• End. of Na:i.m, p. 4. 
"/b.,·p.31. 
"Ib., p. 30: 
T Section 39. 
H Good English would use "last" of three . 
• Pr8paratw.., p. 293 . 
•• lb., p. 361. 
11 lb.; p. 355. 
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" 

T'his is scriptural. Jehovah's'Witnesses profess ·to be- . have him. In time of war we cannot tolerate· the ideas 
Heve the Bible ,to be the Word of God. They say they of those-who would destroy the government. In reality 
practise the New Testament. We shal1 therefore give, these people are anarchists. They must be suppressed. 
them the 'w-ord of God and the New Testament in But I hoPe it may !be only for the duration. When the 
par.ticular. crisis is past, and their doctrines 'become more or -less 

, The Apostles' Respect for Nero ' harmless vagaries, 1et them· preach them. They will feel 
Li'sten to Paul. . He wrote to the Christians in the. hetter! A loyal nation ean stand it. We'must have 

wicked eity. af Rome: again .freedom of speech, of press, '-of assembly; for ill 

"Let every soul be subject unto ·the higher ;powers." 
Rutherford'says "higher powers" ·are angels! But read 0 

on: 

"For there is no ~ower but of God: the ipowers rthat be 
are ordained of :God. Whosoever therefore Il'esisteth ~e 
power, resisteth the ordinance oIf God: and they that 
resist 'shall receive to themselves damnation. For' rulers 
are not a terror to good works, but to the evH. Wilt thou 
then nart be afraid of the power? do that which is good, 
and thou shalt have praise of the same: . for 'he is the 
minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that 
which is evil, be wfraid; for he ·beareth not· the sword in 
vain: for 'he is the minister of God, 'a ·revenger rbo execute 
wrath upon him ·that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must 
needs be subject, not only for' wrath, but also for con'" 
science sake .. For. this cause pay ye tribute also: for 
they are 'God's ministers, attending continually upon this 
very thing. Render therefore to raH their dues: tribute 
·to ;whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to 
whom fear; honour to whom honour.''' 
Does someone say, "That was bef-ore Nero reached his 

worst. He would not have commanded su'bmission. to 
the government under his extreme wickedness." Then 
'hea·r Paul's word to Su·perintendent of Missions Titus, 
w~itten about the ye.ar 67 A.D.: 

"Purt them in mind to be &\l!bjeet to princi-paJi.ties and 
'Powers, to obey magistrates, ·to be ·ready to every good 
work, to speak evil of (blaspheme) no man"." 
Now hear ,the Apostle Peter about the same time: 

"Sulmrit yourselves to every ,ordinance of man for the 
Lord's sake: whether it he to the king, as supreme;· or 
unto governors, as unto them 1fuart are sent iby hi.m for 
the punishment of evildoers, and Ifor ·the ipraise of them 
th'at do well."· " . 

Caesar and God 

Come'lbaek to the word·s ()f our Lord Himself. In 'their 
endeavour to catch Him in His speech, some disciples of 
the Pharisees, with their usual enemies the Herodians, 
came to J esu·s. They ,brought a ':politico-religious ques-. 
tion of :the hou·r. The more zealous of the Jewish re­
ligionists said: 'Why subm'it .to Rome? It is a heathen 
gove·rnment. The Emperor claims to be' a god. T·here is 
no God but God. We wi.l'l acknowledge no other Lord. 
We wilJ not ·pay trithulte to the wicked.' T·he politically 
conservative said: 'No, Rome ,brings peace with its taxes: 
Pay a·nd be .protected.' The Zealots-one of the disciples 
had :been -one-would ,bring in the.Kingdom of 'God with 
the sword. Jesus preached the Kingdom. Men asked 
Him: '~Shall we give, or 'shall we not give?' The Master 
a·sked them for a piece of money, and ·said in effect: 
'Look at it. 'Whose ·head is that?' 'Ti,berius 
Caesar's.', And under their breath "The old monster!" 
'Wel'l, by using his coinage you aeknowledgehis govern­
ment. He may bE) a wicked ·ma·n himself, ,but he is in 
authority. Pay the Emperor his dues. I know he is no, 
god. There f·s one God, My Father. When you are pay­
ing, do not forget to ·pay G9d' His dues.' 

Jehovah's Wvtnesses would be loyal t-o God. as th.ey 
conceive Him, .but they will not Ihonopr Caesar as they 

freedom is real streng.th, and even nationally it is true, 
that 

"wlhere ~he Spirit of the Lord ,iSI there is Jabezty."· 

How To Be Free 

I have spoken of freedom and authority. It i·s really 
one of the fundameptal questions of thought and of faith. 
In the nature of the case, God is the source of all author­
ity. "'The .heavens do rule." But within the infinite 
sphere of His rule, God has given .to you, as a man, a 
little circle of your own. The kingdom 'o~ man's soul may 
do as it pleases. You are sovereign there. You may 
choos!! His ways or you may turn to your own ways. 

l\fran is in nature a s~'nner; and when he takes his own 
will about things, he .becomes enslaved to sin, sins of the 
body, of the mind, of the spirit. , 

W.here, then, is real freedom for the individual? The 
hymn-writer knew .it, 

".Our freedom is Thy grand control". 
The Prayer Book puts it this way, 
"Him to serve is .to reign." ( . 

. Exercise your freedom of choice. Receive 
as your Deliverer, and walk in His ways. 

God's Son 

"If the Son therefore shall make you free, yesihaU be 
free !indeed."· . 

1 Romans 18 :1-8. 
• Titus 8.:1, .2. 
a 1 Peter 2 :13. 14. 
• 2 Corinthians 3: 17. 

," John 8:36. 

1,'HE EDITOR AT HOME 
Dr. Shields, has .been in South Dakota for two weeks. 

and .the Jarvis .street pulpit has Ibeen most ably sup­
.plied 'by Rev. W. S. Whitcombe and Rev. W. Gordon 
Brown. Mr. Whitcombe's evening ·sermon appeared in 
last week's issue, and was ·well ·received by 'Witness read­
ers. Last Sunday evening's sermon by Mr. Brown is 
printed in this issue, extra copies of whieh may be ob-
tained by writing THE WITNESS office. : 

·Dr. Shields wiIIbe home next .sunday, and 'expects to 
.. preach morning and evening: 

LOVE IN AjCATACOMB 
In "Britain Speaks", Sunday night, an EngUsh journa­

list spoke of life in the 'Particular catacomb to which he 
and a number of others go each night. Constant air 
raids a·re nerve-wracking, and those who ~ust endure 
them, partJicularly in cramped quarters, -on stone floors 
and wooden benches, easily become quarrelsome. How 
may this 'be overcome? . . 

. Un!fortunately, there ~s. a lot of cursing :when the 
bombs 'begin to fall; :but for the .first ,five minutes of an 
air raid most people, he said, do ·more praying th~n they 

. \ 
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have done in the preceding five years! Life in shelters 
brings them 'hack ·to "the deeper truths". 

In this particular catacomb a thoughtful woman copied 
on to a large piece of paper and put upon the wall part 
·of Paul's poem on. love. • -

Now each morning, !before going above, the company 
have a few minutes of quiet, wri,te down the thoughts 
that come to them, and then read them out. Strange to 
say, or is it strange with the influence of that Scripture? 
The th.oughts have been what each might himself do for 
all. For instance, :the man -who ·snores 'Worst, suggested 
that he :be tucked away in one corner where he would 
least distul'lb the rest. Another proposed that each 
.should look after his own· blankets and pillows and so 
save the maid .. And so at went with thoughts of others· 
when ,people took seriou!!ly the practice of the greatest 
thing in the world: 

"Love is very patient, very kind. Love ·knows no jealousy; 
love makes no parade, gives itself no airs, is never rude, 
never selfish, never irritated, never resentful; love is ;never 
glad when -others go wrong, love ·is gladdened by goodness, 
always. slow to elJpose, aJways eager to believe the belPt, al­
ways hopeful, always ·patient."-l Corinthians 13:4-7 Mof­
·fatt's Toranslation. 

TACT 
"Delicate perception. of the right thing to do or say, 

adroitness in dealing with others or with difficulties due 
to personal leeLing."-Pocket Oxford Dictionary. 
Our English word "tact" comes from the Latin' to 

"touch". Tact is just the right touch. • 
Some people have it. When little Johnny ibumps him­

self and is more frightened than hurt, "mummie kiss it 
all .better". She has tact. The born nurse can arrange 
the pillOWs for a fevered ·patient ·so that they ·are, just 
right. .she has tact. A wife who wants some household 
chore done, suggests at· evening diimer that she could 
wipe the dishes herself to-night if friend husband would' 
be so kind ·as to ... She has tact. A commercial traveller 
presents a window display to a merchant to increaSe sales 
of some common article. He has tact. 

Some .people lack it. A :personal· worker who sincerely 
desires to lead souls .to ·Ohrist, accosts a rat1!er shy: young 
man across the dinner table in the presence of the fam­
ily, "'Tom, are you saved?" He may cause ern'barrass­
ment, but he does ·not "touch" that .soul. Another en­
gages a man in conversation Blbout every day affairs; 
and when the man speak'S appreciatively of ·some ques­
tionable amusement, the would.,be evangelist denounces 
trivialities in a way that makes religion seems Ii system 
of taboos. Still another earnest Christian meets at his 
church 8: visitor who ·has attend~d some place of worship 
that, to !be frank, does ,not preach the gospel; and pro­
ceeds to express his own loyalty to Christian truth in 

. terms that are highly offensive. The \:'isitor may be polite 
enough to Hsten, bu,t ni'ne Chances out of ten he does not 
again expose himself to abuse. . 

Boldness? Lord gtive us tha:t, 'but with it' give us tact. 
- An elderly evangelist of my acquaintance was leading 
devotional exercises in. a Baptist convention. We do not 
usually laugh at prayers, but this time the expression 
WIiIS too much for our religious. composure. Yet it is a 
prayer we all may utter: . '. .. 

"Lor-d, give us tact-not tacks, Lord, ,but tact." 

AMONG QURSELVES 

A Column of the Activities· of ·Former Students of 
Toronto Baptist Seminary 

Mr. Donald S. Dinnick, of Maple Grove IBaptist Church, 
near Feversham, .ontario, was the anniversary ;preacher ·at 
near-by ·Rock MnIs Bapti&t Church, recently. A friend pres­
ent wrote that one cou-ld 'have ·heard a pin drop while he 
preached. 'This .popular ·preacher is to fuLfil several invita­
tions for community addresses. 

Rev. J. B. Cunningham's congregations in IBethany Baptist 
Ch·urch, Winnipeg, have increased splendidly. 

·Mr. E. ·A. Hewson ·has resigned as pastor of 1St. Amedee 
and tlhe ,Gore Baptist Chu·rches, Quebec. . 

Mr. Wiiired Cutler is in Ottawa. doing civil service :work 
connected with the war. . 

iReV. J. Watt was recently married to M·iss Ch~wn, of 
Courtright. She wmbe a real help to iher fanner ,Pastor 
now in Bethel Baptist Church, St.Catharines, Ontano. 

Mr. V. J. Lehman -supplied the tRegullar BaJptist Church, 
Chatham, .ontariO, last Sunday. 

A nne reception was recently given iRev. and 'M~. Gordon 
W. 'Searle at York Road Baptist Church, Guelph, where .he 
1S now ·pastor .. 

.since Convention time several have ·been added to :iJhe 
Lord and the mission in Bourlamaque,. !Where Rev. Wilfred 
Wellington labours. .. 

_ His brother, -Rev. Stanley Wellingt0l!~ is hoping and plan­
ning for a proper bui'lding lor tihe cNew Toronto Baptist 
Mj·ssion. Here i,s ,the ·greatest need of this encouraging work. 
The hall now in .use cannot be .secured for Sunday morning 
service: At that time Mr. Wellington preaches in Long 
Branch where he is also acting .pastor. 

Mr. W. 'II. Frey .recently made a trip to New York for 
some special meetings with ·preac'h.img in French. On the 
Sllnday a:flternoon 'he addres'sed a: tine gathering in the great 
CalvaT!y Baptist -Church of that city. Use of buses is in-
creasing his Bible school in IGrkland ILake. . 

Rev. J .. Funard had· two hundred ·and forty at his chi1d~ 
ren's meeting last week. 

Rev. John and 'Mrs. Knight have had considerable sick­
ness since returning to their· field in Jamaica, but are back 
on d'ull-time duty again. 

.Pastor H. Cockburn ihas resigned his pastorate at A~toona 
and ·Ringwood, Ontario, leaving tlhe end of November. 

A letter from ,Rev. W. C. Mcivor, Niger;ia, reports that he 
has offered himself to the authori·ties d'or any service needed, 
with or withou,t a gun. 

. "Talk about mission work; the .British iGQvernment 
have' ·before them to-day real missionary work. May 
they do it well. .We, as a mis·sion, have lost two of our 
American workers, Dr. and Mrs. Grieves, who were 

. ·machine-gunned from an Italian plane. IBoth ,were killed . 
. . . . We do enjoy. the pastor's pertinen.t sermons these 
dark days. The oGovernment of Ni,geria have been ask­
ing for. ·rifles and revolvers from any private individual 

.. who .can loan them untiI the Defence 'Force is supplied 
with service ·guns. . . . Greet the friends in the Lord." 

. Another personal ·letter haS come from Captain the 
Reverend Bem·ard: Jeff-rey now i·n England. We .give paNs of 
special interest. . 

"I have not .been to see Mrs. Brown's relative in 
.London yet,··1 thoug1ht I would wait until the Germans 
called less frequently. One would think from paper re­
ports tlhat the old town is jn ruins, 'but it ·looks much the 
same .as usual. The ruins a·re more noticea:ble lor that 
reason. One large departmentall ·store,has a sign u·p, 
"Hi·tler was our ·last customer. Please 'Use the ·back door.' 

"Did you hear a,bout the 43 Nazi a:innen who were 
killed in an air raid? The story ·goes that when Peter 
went to look up their names, ·he heard a ·Ger-man broad­
cast, saying ·that only three planes had been ·brought 
down, so he could not let· the other forty ,ill! 

"I am being-moved from here to a uni·t on the field 
known as the 'Carlton and York .Regiment of New Bruns­
wick, which is largely Baptists! Of course, there are 

o 
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different kinds of 'Ba.ptists! However, I find in ever,y 
unit there are some born ag·ain ,Christians Off eve,ry 
·denomination. ,one appreciates fellowship over 'here 
more than at home, where there are so many ,who love 
the joyfu:} sOJInd. . . . 

"I pray -that the Seminary may continue to' direct 
many more in ,the way of life. In the army one is able 
to appreciate the -work of the ISeminary -very mUM as a 
distinctive institution which is interested, not only in the 
social wehfare of the men, but in 'the ·salvation of their 
sou}s. The' chaplain is not called upon so much to look 
after the social life of the men-that ds cared for by 
the auxHiar.y unit, composed o~ the 'Legion, the Salvation· 
Army, the Y.'M.C,A. and the Knights oIf 'Colou.mbus. ISO 
we can devote our efforts toward the spiritua:l welfare 
exolusively. - This provides a dine opportunity for the 
man with' the gospel message to proclaim. . 

'~I do covet the ,prayer of all the 'Seminary family that 
I. may ·be ·given wisdom in- using ·the right method in 
winnil}g the men. So far 'I.have !found tha.t -the personal 
work In the barrack rooms' IS ,the 'best, althou,gh .we have 
·had nightly meetings for the men as well, ·but that is 
mainly for 'Christians. My work with the regiment in 
the field will be of a different nature, since it is scattered 
8Illd will require some travelling. 

"Please give my best wishes to the Doctor and to the 
Seminary folks and ten them to write, ;when they have a 
mom~nt to spare. Address me care' at the Bank of 
Montreal, 9 Waterloo Place, London, who will forward 
mail to my new. address, which is secret. 

"1 have ·seen Del Clark a number of'times, and 'he is 
walking around now on canes." .. 

-W.G.B. 

Bible School Lesson Outline 
OLIVE L .. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

VGl. ( Fourth Quarter LessGn (9 December 8th, 1940 

SAMSON AND THE PHILISTINES 

Lesson Text: Judges 16. 

Goldell- Text: "Blessed be the· Lord ·my strength."-Psa. 144:1. 
FGr Reading: Judges 1,7 to. 21. 

I. SamsGn Encompassed and· Encouraged-verses 1 to 3. 

The 'story of Samson and his experiences can 'be properly 
understood oI,1ly as one remembers the darkness and con· 
fusion which ,prevailed at that time. Theoretically speaking, 
the ·government in the time of the J ud·ges was mid-way 
between the Theocracy od: former days and the Monarchy 
of ,later days. 'PracticaUy speaking, most of the Judges 
showed little disposi·tion or ability to ol'lganize and unify the 
tribes of I,srael, 'so . that ,anarchy was 'prevalent (Jud'g. 17:6; 
18:1; 19:1; 21:25). -

The mor.al and spiritual .bankr.uptcy of the age was as 
great as tlhe political unrest. Men gave way to their pas­
sions, unrestrained ·by thoughts of decency and rectitude. 

Ga:za in PhHistia had at one time :been conquered by 
J,oSlhua (Josh. 10:4()-42), and w·as -later ·given ,to Judah to 
pO'ssess (Josh. 15:47), liut the .P>hiUstines had not yet been 
completely d·riven from ,the city (Josh. 11:22; 13:2, ·3; Judg. 
3:3). Under these ci·rcumstances 'Samson did wrong in asso-

. ciating with the people of Gaza for any other purpose .than 
to fight against them (Eph. 5:11; Jude 23). One is in a 
dangerous condition When 'he ceases to str.u:ggle against evil, 
and when he mnds... any pleasure in cO'Dsorting with the 
wicked ('Eph. 5:3-7). 

Samson soon found himself in -trouble when he entered 
enemy territory; want, distress, despair and enslavement 
await the one who seeks satisfaction in the far eoun·try (Gen. 
20:1-3; Ruth 1:1-5, 20, 21; Lk. 15:13-16). The gates of Gazn 
had been securely closed at night according to the custom 
in the East, and the Gazites were lying in w.ait O'utside the 

gates, confident that they could intercept Samson- as he 
. emerged .in the morning. ... 

But ,God is ever merciful (Psa. 23:3; 34:22; 103:8-12). In 
spite of !Samson's doubtful conduct ,the Loro gave him 
strength to extricate himself from th~ danger to which he 
had exposed himself ,through his foolishness. 

II. SamsGn Enticed and' Enthralled-verses 4 Ito '21. 

Samson, like ISolomon, -loved many strange women (I Kings 
11:1-4). 'Point out to young_,people the importance of choos­
ing the right companions. Many compromise themselves by 
consorting with those who are lia.ble to drag them down 
(,Gen: 13:10~13; 1 Kings 16:30-33; 21:25; 1 Cor. 15:33;: 2 
Tim. 2:17). 

We knO'W little about -Delilah, but we gather from this 
incident that 9he was a person af strong but evil chal'laCter, 
and -that she was acquainted with all tlhe 'arts of flattery, 
mockery, coaxing and wheedling which ·such women use to . 
ensnare their v-ictims (I Kings 21:4-8; Prov. 2:16-22; 5:3-5). 
She accepted withou,t compunction the .bri·be offered by the 
five loros or kings of. the Philistines (Judg. 3:3). 
. Samson mocked her when he said he could 'be bound with 

seven cords, pliant twigs compo'sed of vegetable stalks. The 
attempt to constrain him by the use of new twisted ropes 
was equally unsuccessfU!1 (Judg. 15:13, 1(). 'Delilah's 10Gm 
was at hand, the web being fastened 'by a peg to the wall 
en the h.ou~ or to the .ground. Samson easily released .him­
self ,by carrying away the whole weav.in-g ·apparatus. 

lDelil-a:h was n~t ·to be refused. When she did not get her 
way by teasing and coaxing, she began to nag (Judg. 14:17; 
Provo 19:13; '21::L9; 27:15), and thus ,Samson was' enticed to 
give her the real secret of his marvellous strength (·Prov. 
1:10-16; 7:25-27). He was a Nazarite, 'and his uncut hair 
was the physical token of his separation unto G<>d (Num. 6:5; 

. Judg. 13:5). Hair was regarded among' the ancients as a 
symbol of personality and of 'bodily vigour, and the N-azarite 
injunction implied ·the entire devotion 0If the individual to 
God ('Num. 6:2). When. 'Samson was slhom of his locks, he 
was robbed of the feHowship with God Gf :which his unshaven 
,head was the sign. We must :beware of those who w·ould 
deprive us of our faith in God and fellowship with Him, for 
such losses cannol< easily be reclaimed. . 

It was a sad awakening for Samson. Whe'n ihe came to 
himself, he did as many another backslider has' done; he 
deter.mined :to "sna.p out" of his etupor, and go !forth as usual . 
. Too many a·ttempt to turn over a new ,leaf and reform their 
outward habits, when the cause of their' weakness is the 
breach of fellowship 'with 'God. 'Samson knew not that the 
Lord had departed !from him. For the change had been 
imperceptible (Hos·. 7:9; .iLk. 2:43) . .sin has -pal'alYZIing power; 
like a snake, it fascinates its victims ·before fastening itself 
upon them. 'Show the young .people that their only safety 
rests in maintaining -unbroken spiritual -union and communion 
with the Lord (Psa. 1:6; PrO'V. 10:29). 

III. Samson Empowered and Engulfed-verses 22" to 31. 

.Restoration to !feHowship w.ith 'God is .gloriously .possible 
for those who truly repent (1 John 1:~). 'Samson was re­
tu·med to favour. 'His hail' began to grow again, and with 
it his strength. He again experienced power in prayer. 

It is not always safe to attribute material success to 
favour with 'God. .Right will win in the end, b\1t nat always 
in this .ife (Job 21:7-13; Psa. 37:34-40; 73;12-20). ISatan 
sometimes makes people pros'perou's and victo,rious- in oroer 
to win them ·to his ,side. The Philistines praised their god 
Dagon for their triumph over Samson (1 Sam. 2:2-5). 

The wicked are exceeding·ly Cl"llel when :they gain the 
upper hand, 'Such find .malicious pleasure in tormenting the 
afflicted. The Laro would have us deal kindly with the 
blind, the dealf, the lame and the suffering (Lev. 19:14; Job 
6:114; 29:12-17; Ps·a. 82:3, 4; Matt. 11:5; Lk. 14:13; Reb. 
12:13).-

The ,Pihilistines were evidently gathered in one of the 
am:pliitheatres while .they feasted and made cruel ·sport of 
Samson. He was ·given the opportunity not merely of aveng­
ing·the wrong, -but also of destroying a host of the enemies 
of the .Lord.· He was now restored ·to complete fellowship 

. with -God, and he was willing to sacri·fice himself for the 
sake of his people. 

• ~ . 


