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"Having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things' 
unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things ·in earth, or things in heaven." 

. . -Colossians 1: 20. ... 

It is axiomatic to the Christian thinker, ·that God is 'and all ·the heavenJIy hodies; an~ all the existences of 
one; as the Scripture says; "A mediator is not a mediator every SOl"t throughout the infinite epaoos--:-aI.I these to
of one, but God 'is one." That i·s .the d,istinctive thing g·ether form a u·niver-se, not a multiverse. . God's works, 
about Chritianity, the essentiai diffe~ence between .like HLmself, are 'all one. . 
Christi'ani,ty and paganism, between monotheisttl and. ·Hence the universality of law in all realms. The prin-

. PQlytheism-to use the theologian's tel'ms, a religion of ciples of chemistry, for example, are the 'same in. all 
, one God or a religion of many gods. To the Ohristian parts of ·the world, and in all parts of ,the universe. 

there is but one God. whether :we know ,them all or not. Hence, too, the 
'fhat is to say, the unity of the ,Godhead, the absolute astronomer i,s able to talk about his million's of light 

supremacy and soverei.gnty of God, is the first letter in y,ears, because the law-s of physics everywhere are t:he 
the alphabet of truth. Without a .recognitioll of that same. Human laws may differ in :various spheres' of 
postulate, the acceptance of that principle of truth as the government: God's laws never change or vary. . 
major pre.inise of ,adl 'rational prOICesses, knowled'ge of the And, further, if ,these considerations llDay be :regarded 
truth is. -imposs'i,ble. "Wi:thout fwith it·.is impossible to as axioma:tic-and 'I think they 'may~we may conclude 
please 'him: fbr he that cometh ,to God must believe that ·there will ,be complete agreement between all a'spects of 
he is, and that 'he is a rewarder of them that diligently the morall order. God can no more contradict Himself in 
seek him." .the -moral and spiritual realm ,than He can in the physi-

. The corolla~y of atl.that is :the unity of all God's works,. cal. I:t j,s one of the 'proofs, ·to me at least, of the divin
for God can no. more cQntradict Hi·mself in His works' ity of revealed 'religion--by which I mean 'again the 
than in His word. . That a,.rgues the origin-al unity and .religion of :the Bible:-that it is utterly. devoid of any 
,harmony of all creation. "0 Lord, how manifold are thy element of ar.bitrariness. Its very essence inheres in the 
works! i.n\wisdom hast thou'made them arlI. .. · That. in nature of God and of things. No one can amend or 
turn, argues the .essential agreement 'between Goo's word . abrogate', nor even sU'spend," the laws of nature; so no one 
and His works. God will not ,say one thing in na:ture, can change what. the Spir.it of ·truth ·has wI:itten' ·in the 
. and another thing ·in ,grace. Therefore true science- Book. ' 
not science falsely so--called,' but demonstra~d truth--': . What trou'ble it·would save .us 'if we could find, for our 
true scieIlce which concerns itself wi·th the truth of thinking, a ·philosophical ·bas·is of truth! And we have 

, . natural phenomena, .the t:p~ngs about u,s-and revealec\ it in the Bi-ble. The things of the moral and spiritual 
r~ligion-'by which we ~ean the religion of the Bible rearl.m that are revealed i.n this Bible are ilh.ings which 
which proclaims the truth of the spiritual r.ealm, will inhere in 'the yery nature of the .moral cOMtJitution of the 
a:lways be found, properly understood, to be in perfect· universe-and all the theologians in ·the world cannot 
agreement wioth each other. The created order, the world change them. 

., 
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I. 

Our ,text ASSUMES AN ORIGINALLY HARMONIOUS UNI
VERSE from whie"h all war, conflict; friction, dis:cord, dis
peace, were Emtireiy absent. Ail .things found th~ir 
centre of harmonious being in Him Who gave them be
ing. We ·read it this eventng: He is the image of the 
inViisible God, bhe Firstborn of every creature. Whoever 
conceives of J,esu's as only a man of Nazareth, as one who 
began bis -Hfe at Bethlehem, does not yet kpow Him. He 
:is ",the image of the invisble -God, the firstbOTn of every 
creature: for ,by ,him were all ,things created, :that are 
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invi8'ible, 
whether they be thr,ones, or dominions, or principalities, 
or powers: SIll things were created by him, and for !h1,m: 
and ·he is before all things, an4 by brim all things consist 
(or hold together)." 

I say, in the 'beginning all things in this universe
in earth and in the heavens-found ,thei'r harmonious 
centre i.n Him Who ,gave them ,being. How startling the 
Lord's question ,to Job, a question ,that may well be asked 
of us: "Where wa'st thou when :r laid ·the foundationS of 
the earth? declare, df thou hast understanding. Who hath 
laid the<measu'res thereof, if ·thou knowest? or who ihath 

-stretched the line upon i,t? Whereupon are the founda-
tions thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone 
bhereof; when ,the morning stars sang 'together, and all 
the sons of God shouted for JOY? Or who 'shut up the 
sea with doors, when it brake fOl"th, as if it had issued 
out of the womb? When I made the cloud the garment 
thereof, and thick darknes's a swaddLing 'band for it, an.d 
brake up my decreed place, and set ·bars and doors, and 
said, Hitherto ,shalt thou come, but no further: and here 
SlhaU thy proud waves be stayed? Hast thou oommanded 
t'he morning since thy days ; and cau'sed the dayspring to 
know his place; that it m.ight take hold of the ends of the 
earth, ,that- the wicked might 'be shaken out of it?" There 
and then all was :harmony and peace. And it was so 
constituted that if and when "the wicked" were to appear 
they should "be shaken out of dt". '" 

There· was no waor or friction at that tiome, but com
plete and glorious harmony. And with such a .picture 
,the hi-story of the hum;an race begins in -Genesis. Crea
ti~n d'id not ,begin wl,th :the bloody struggle of the jungle. 
I believe literally what is declared, not only 4n Genesis, 
but in ,the Psalm·s and in the New Testament, that man 
was made ,to have dO'mi·nion over the works of God's 
hands, over the fish of the sea, the fowl of the air, 
and over every living thing that moved upon the earth. 
Whatever the ,imagery of the ,Genesi,s aerco,UlD.t of cz;eation, 
may imply, ,the literal, historical faCts are there teoorded. 
It is a .geene of 'harmonious beauty, a complete and har
monious moral whole,a ty.pe and sym,bol of all that pro
ceeds from God in earth and in heaven. 

'The Darwinian or evolutionary theory is diametrically 
opposed to the 'bi,blical .philosophy of ,the moral order, 
as .it ,is to ,the biblical record of direct creation. Even 
the new.g~pel'rS and magazines speak of the present COrn-' 

flict and of all other human conflicts, as a reversion to 
the iaw of the jungle, as thoug,h that were our ori'giil. If 
you are descended from· any,thing that had its orig;in 
there, you are welcome to your pedigree! Mr famIly 
history began in Eden, ,and that was no jungle. To 
aceept a theory of man's jungle origin, ds to assume a 
premi·se which any rational process of thought must at 

last inevi,tabiy lead;' to ,the c!enial of the whole body of 
revealed relig.ion of God in Christ. Trhat which has 
brought about the ,preSent prevalent ,anti-Christian atti
tude, even among people who are supposed to be part 
of the so-called "Chl"ietian" civilization has grown out of 
the false assumption which su,bs-titutes the jungle for the 
Garden, and .thus reverses the Biblical revelation of the 
beginning; and inevitably, the only principle .and method 
of moral continuance. 'We did not begin in a state of 
war. The human race began in a ·condHion of peace, 
peace with,God 'and with. all about us. . 

II. ' 

The ,text ASSUMES A UNIVERSE WHICH SOMETHING HAS 
PUT OUT OF HARMONY WITH GOD. Otherwise: there were 
no need for .reeonciIiati.on. That is the bu'rden of the 
testimony of God's Word, .that man came from ,the hand 
of his Creator, not as a baboon or an ape or any creature 
of the 'jungle, but that he 'began his cour,se and career 
'as a prince of the 'Qlood, as a child of God, as one made 
in the image and Ukeness of God. But sin entered-.,. 
entered ,into Eden's beau,ty! "By one man sin entered 
into the world, "and death by sin; ,and sl? death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned." 

But moral evil did not originate in Eden. The origin 
of evil is wrapped in mystery. ,But the reoonciliation 
of the teXlt affects· "things ,in heaven." Before Eden 
there rhad been rebellion in the heavenlies. In Eden -it 
entered'into the world, "and death by sin." Thus the 
principalities and powers, and rulers of darkness, and 
of s'piritual wickedness, in heavenly places, carried their 
war against God to this planet, and man became involved 
in war wi,th his Maker. 

That is exactly what 'sin -is. The Bible says it is' law
lessness. It is rebellion against the moral order, and 
against the G~d Who gave that order Us ·being. When
ever a man is really convinced of :his 'si!) , and knows 
he is a sinner, he cries out, as did David, "AgainoSt thee, 
thee only, have I sinned" and done th'is evil in thy sight." 
A man ,may sin a'gainst ,his neighbour, agaJinst society, 
ag'ainst the 'state of which he is a citizen, or against the 
peace of nations and of the world, hut fundamentally 
he i,s first of all at war with God. 

"The carnal mind is enmity against God." That is 
what the Bible says-and all history attests the truth of 
it. History past and present is in perfeot agreement 
with the Word of God-that is, of COUl"SE!, -in so far as 
hi&torical records are true. There are many histories 
that are not true, bu·t I speak of ·the abstract principles:' 
wherever .the record of the pa'st has ,been truly written, 
or the record of the present, it will be found ,to be always 
in complete agreement wioth ,what is revealed in God's 
Word. 

In respect to .these questions of moral conduct, all 'his
tory argues that from the days, of Eden and of Cain, 
the deed of 'Cain has -been with us. Wars and ,rumours 
of wars are .not new: they have always obtained since 
Caiin slew hi·s ,brother. ' 

And all human observation confirms the truth of it. 
You have only.to 10ok'!rb,out.You. You can stand on this 
corner and see 'drunken men in a fight, or dow·n at the 
next corner and see some of the fruits of Hepburn's beer..: . 
parlours. Look about you, and you will see that a condi
tion of war obtains, as the Bible says ; and that there is 

" 

" 
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'conflict now ;in progress everyWhere. Not in Gerrn~ny 
only, nor upon .the battle-fields ·of EUTope, or o~ Britain, 
or in the Ol'lient; -but everywhere a conflict between good 
and evil, between righteou·sness and unrighteou,sness, 

"rages. There has a.lways been a "world-war", a w~r as 
wide as the world·. "By one man sin e~tered into the 
world, and de~th 'by sin; 'and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned." 

And what history and observation attest', experience 
corroborates. There is no discharge in .this war. Every 
human 'Hfe -i·s a battlefield, and every human heart a 
"military objective", subject to the enemy's attack. We 
have war, for the second time in the Hfe of many of 
us, on a worldwide scale-and what is it? What lies 
at the basis of all :wars? What is .the cause of war? 
The Bible says you find it, not in the Versailles TTeaty, 
nor -in any other human pact, but that it has its spring 
in the human heart where men covet that which belongs 
to someone else: "From" whence come wars and fi·ghti~gs 
among lOU? coone they not hence, even of yo\i'r ~usts that 
war in you.r members?" Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, 
and desire to ·have, and cannot obtain: ·ye fight' and 
war, yet ye have not, because ye ask .not." Business is . 
largely a war. Politics is a war, a battle fOT the suprem
acy, to see who will get the most out of it. It obtains 
everywhere. . 

III. 

Our text enunciates THE ONLY POSSIBLE, BASIS Olo' 
PF..ACE IN THE PREMISES. What do we mean by peace? 
Peace is' more than the absence of war. The eleventh of 
November wJll soon be here. You remember how i·t was 
celebrated? I was in Odd London at the time. London 
went wild with delight because it was believed peace had 
come. Bu·t it had not. Some time 'Iater the Treaty of 
Versailles was si.gned, and ostensibly Britain was onCtl 
more at peace w.ith Germany .. But she was not. She 
never -has been. Peace 'is more than the absence of war. 
It -is something vastly more than a negative quality; 
and if we go no farther, or deeper .than that, we shall get 
no farther .than we did the Last time. If in all these 
things, statesmen and others could abide by'-the eternal' 
principles of truth as revealed in .the Bible, we should 
be saved from all these errors. 

I read an item in T~ Christian Herald, to the effect 
that Spurgeop's g.reat 'l'aberqacle at Newington Butts 
and the Pastors' College' adjo~D'ing hav~' b~en ~e
stroyed by Gennan bombs. The news item said, "The 
walls in each case stand, SQ ·that reconditiooning wm 1;Ie 
possible later 011." J have referred to th~s befare, but 
it serves as an ·illustration of the law enunciated in the 
text. I reme~'ber' staIldjng . in" that pUilopi,t in August, 
September, 'aIld October, nineteen-eighteen. In October 
the papers began tQ sp~k ~ peace; ~verYO'Il~ wanted 
Peace. Discussing it in .the puJpit of that Tabel'na(!le 
of holy memory frozn which the ·gospel 'had 'P~en soullded 

. fomh to millions through9ut the \Vorld, J v~mtured to s~Y' 
that the propositions -thaot w~re being put forth were not 
sound, and tbat Brit~'ip-and ·the world-would ru~ tlJe 
day when peace wa!! considered.' anY'Yhere qutside Berlip, 
which should fir.st .b~ occupied .by tlieallied arm~es. What 
I ~jd displ~as~d many people,. :. MOth~rs wan~d to have 

) thei.f sons h()m~, wives wa~·ted.to have th~r ihusb!lIlds 
horne. They ~aid, "~t us g~t to the elld of the war at 
ap.y cost." 1 said, "Thilt will Ilot do; you will have to 
llght it aU over again if YQ1,1 cqn<;.\ude p~<;e pqw," 

The then Editor of John, BuU, Horatio Bottomley, wa!'! 
in the con.gregati9n; and, I was told he wa~ ver;y indig
Ilant at my argument. I felt sure even then it would 
come back again, Ibut I did not visualize the way in which 
·it wouln come', when, ·becau,se ·of a false peace, ·the-very 
plilp~t in which I stood as I said it, would be destroyed 
by . German bombs. It i·s a parable. Peace is far more 
than the ·absence of war. 

You will find ,this illustmted in inc#vidualUfe. A man 
may not be openly complaining of his circumstances, he 
carries no revolver; ,but look at him! He is not at peace. 
His face is as long as the proverbial fiddle. He looks as 
though he Hved on a diet of vinegar; he is out of sorts; 
he is not actuaJIly fighting; ·but you do not need to look at 
him ·a second time to ,know the man is not at peace 
There ds no Wllir, but ·there is no peace. 

That is true nationally. Neutrality in such a conflict" 
a.s the present .is not possible in anything but name. 
Sweden ilB not at ·war-but :she ·i·s not at peace. Switzer
land is not at war-but she i~ far from being at peace. 
Y,ugoslavia, Russia, Rumania, TUTkey, Egypt, the .United 
States, are not at war-neither are -they at peace. Peace 
is something vastly more than that. Peace is a posoitive 
quality, and it is dependent upon, and consists in, Ill. con
dition of' essential harmony. You cannot be at peace un
less you are in har.mony, ,in agreement, with circum
stances, and neighbours', as they are. When and while 

. men or nations become antagonistic toward each other 
in their thinking and purposes, there can -be no peace. 

J say, peace cannot be predicated merely upon exemp
ti()n from punishment. Here is a man who has offended 
ag·ainst the law of the land. He may ·be guilty even of 
a capital offence, but no one Imows ·it. He walks about 
freely among his fellows. The hand of the Law has not 
been laid upon him. He has not been brought to trial. 
So far he lllUl escaped all punishment for hi-s crime. But 
he is not at peace-even without punishment.· So it is 
not fear of an objective !hell merely-though that is 
enough;. but it is not that merely that robs the ·individual 
of peace of conScience, peace .of heart. It is .the experi
ence of a sU1bjective hel\ that destroys his peace. That 
is the meaning of the scripture, "There is no peace. 
saith my God, to the wicked." 

That is a fundamental law of the universe that applies 
to every one of us. Hence the philosophy of the cross. 
W!hilt do we mean ·by atonement? What does the cross 
of Chr.ist mean to ,~s ? My text says that He "made peace 
-through the blood of his cross". It means more than 
that ,the death' of Chri'st was the consummation of a 
subHme example, that He showed us how to Jive, and how 
to die. . 

The Scripture ,te~ches that the Law demands a quid 
pro quo, an equiv~lent, a life for a life, an eye for an 
eye, a tooth for a too~h. Someone saYlS, "But that -is the 
Old Testament; that .is the law." True: but .the Old 
Testament ·and the New Testament are one, because God 
-is one; and there is no other way by which peace can 
be made but on the principle of an eye for an eye, and 
a tooth for a tooih, and a Hfe fOT a Hfe. 

That. is the Gros's. Not your life, but Another's in 
your behalf! Not your 'eye, but His. He died instead of 
y~lU, m!lgnifying the Law He made it honourable. That 
is -the philosophy of the Cross. The death of Christ satis: 
fies ,tlJe outrag~d ·nature of God. It made, if I may so 
say, peace in the Go4head: lit reconciled justice and 
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mercy, righteousness and peace; enalbling a holy God, 
without doing violence to His 'holiness, to be just, and yet 
the Justi·fier of him that believeth on Jesus. God "was 
in Christ, ·reconcHin'g the world unto himself,' not Jmput
ing their trespa'sses unto them." He took upon Himsel.f, 
and into Hds infinitely capaciou·s &oul, the sorrows of a 
world........so could the Infinite ,have absor,bed the sorrows of 
a miUion 'Worlds, had 'it been necessary-and thus He paid 
and cancelled everyone's debt. That is the meandng of 
the Cr08l8. Thus He "made peace by' the blood' of his 
cross." 

IV. 
. . 

I want briefly TO MAKE ApPLICATION OF ALL THIS TO . 
OUR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. Wha.t are we fighting? 
E'ssentiad lawlessness everywhere. A man or men have 
set themselves up as. the source of "a new order", which 
would consist .in Tebellion against God and His law-s. It 
Is not aglai.nst Britain merely that Germany' and Italy 
are fighting: it is. against God. That is 'why I am for 
the war .. Whoever fights agadnst Germany and Italy, 
is, at that point, takin.g God's side. JUlSt as there ·is no 
peace for the individual in ·relation ,to God, without pun~ 
ishmeilt, there can be no peace between Britain and the 
thing against 'which she fights on any other basis than 
that. 

Last ti'me we let .the Kaiser escape--and he -has been -
sawing wood at Doorn eVeT since. He suffered nothing 
but a little loss of dignity. No punishment was -really in
flicted upon the wrongdoem. You Temember the politi
cal campaign ,in England -that was fought on that pro
posa,l, that the Government would br.in-g to justice the 
mu·rderers of Germany who had perpetrated the war
but they.did not. They let .the murderers escape. They 
did exactly what the sentimen11aHst'8 did, when )they 
paroled Red Ryan from Kingston Penitentiary. With 
the result that 'before be WlaS destroyed by the hand of 
the Law, he added one or two more murders to the tale 
!If his crimes. He ought never to 'have :b_een -let out. But 
he was, and there -was 0'0 peace-no peace f.rom his law
lessness-<until .he was destroyed. 

What are we'goi.ng to do with Hitler? Let him fly to 
his mountain ~treat and hang paper? He has hun-g paper 
enough, and now he must 'be hanged. The princIple which 
lies IRt the ,bas·is of the Chri,stian -revelation, that Jesus 
Christ made peace by.the blood of His cross ,by pa)'li-ng for 
every sin that ·had been cominitte"d, that principle mu-st 
ultimately obtain. Punishment must needs be exemplary; 
-I think it wHI ,be ,this time. M.r. Churchill said in his 
last 'speech, "If Nazi-ism does not destroy us, we shall 
certainly destroy j,t" . 

But mark my word, it will not "be very long unflil we 
shall ,hear voices crying ;for peace ; and when -that time 
oomes, you will find ,half the pulpi.ts saying, "Let us 
have ,pe!"Ce." You willl not find ,this preacher saying it! 
,:[,here can 'be no peace as long as men ltike Hitler and 
Mussolini are allowed .to remain alive on the face of the 
earth. If they find any difficulty in secu·ring an execu
tioner when -that ti.me comes, I hereby volunteer. Some
one says, "HOTrors! And ,that from -a' Christian pulpit." 
We 'say that ,because this is a Chri-stian puI-pi.t, because 
we stand upon that baai.c principle which is fundamen-tal 
to all government whether of the -fa:.mily, the state, ,the 
world, or ·the universe; and that law must be su
preme; It mUliit be obeyed. The penalty . for its trans-

gress.ion must be exacted, or there can be no peace. There 
must be a restoration of the moral equilibl'lium or there 
can be no peace anywhere. 

T·hat 'applies to you and me. Have you peace? Are 
you at peace ·with God'? You may be ,through the blood 
of Christ's cross. And there is no other way. "But now 

. in Christ Jesus ye -who sometimes were fa·r off are made 
nigh 'by the iblood of Chris-t. For he is our peace, who 
hath -made both one, and hath broken down the middle 
waltl of partition between us; having abolished in his 
flesh .the enmity, 'even the law of commandments cQn
t8lined in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain 
one .new man, &0 making peace; and that he might re
concHe 'both ,unto God in one body by the cross, having 
slain the enmi,ty thereby." 

F'ollowdng this servi'Ce we shall come to the Lord's 
Table. T,bis -memoriall feast does n'Ot commemorate an . 
armistice: it is a memorial of peace, of everlasting peace, 
a peace :based upon satisfadion 'rendered to the law of 
God. '-'Where rem.i·s8'ion of these is (through ,th~ cleans
ing of the ·blood) there remaineth no more offer-ing for 
sin." We come now to the Table of ,the Lord, to com-
memorate the tremendous truth that He :tJ,ath "made 
peace through .the blood of his cros-s." -

"NAZI SOCIALISM AND CATHOLIC 
RESTORATION" 

.on ,palge -six we reproduce an artJicle under-the above 
tile from "The Converted Catholic-A monthly maga
zine-'devoted exclusively'to the field' of C8Itholic contro
vel'!sy--:-ediited by former Roman 'Catholic Priests." The 
'article is taken from -the November ·is·sue, Number Nine, 
Vol. ,For:ty-six; and is w-ritten -by the -Editor-in-Chief, 
L. H.- Lehmann. The A'ssoc.ia-te E-ditors are James J. 
M'urphy 'and Ghr,is. Di P·ietro; ~nd the 'Con.tributors: 
Rev. A, . . CaHandro, M.A.; Rev. F-rancioS Guglielmi, D.D.; 
Rev. A. 'Malinverni, D.-D.; T. C. Marshall. 

W \l w-ish all our readers could su.bscribe for this mag-
"azine .. It -is :$1.00 a 'year, and the address is: .The Con
verted! Cathol,ic, '229 West 48th St., -New York City, N.Y. 
'We believe it was never more necess'ary that Chri'sti'ans 
generally ,should be fully.informed re·specting the me'n
ace 'Of Roman Catholicism; and this magazine supplies, 
from·mon.th to month, invaluable JD-formation written 
by men w,ho, thy the grace of God, have been b"rought 
out of Rome'·s darkness into the marvellous light of the 
gospel. -' 

What is'a -dolL8Ir a year? Les.s than two ·cents a week! 
And one ·issue of this magazine is wOl'lth the subscrip
tion price for _a whole year.· We w·ere 'Once in the office 
of a certain ma·n who was in' a very large way of busi
ness, and who· had money enou8lh to enable him to 
gratify every wish. He wanted s·ome little ,th·ing, and 
sent to ,a neig:hbouring office to borrow it. Turning to 
us he remarked, "What -strange creatures we are! I 
couI.d -have one of these reference books of my own for 
a dollar or two. We spend money on other things, 'and 
allow ourselves to feel that we cannot afford some inex
pensive convenIence like' this." 

How true that is in res·pect to periodicals! A magazine 
that comes- regularly week by week, or month by month, 
as the,case may be, and which costs but IVttIe,is looked 
upon ·as a luxury' which cannot be aff'Orded. But the 
,same man wi~1 ·spend a dollar for. a meal, _or perhaps for 
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two mea.ls, and· think notliing 'of it. We know no one 
connected with The Converted Catholjc: we know only 
the magazjne, and we Sib-ould. like ·everybody to read it. 
Send' y·our sub-scription to New Y.ork ·at once, and be 
informed in respect to Roman Catholic ·aff,airs. 

--------. .. \ 
HOW THE GOSPEL WITNESS ADVERTIZES 

ITSELF 
Lt is a mattei" of wonder to our friends-and not less 

so ·to ourselves-that THE GOSPEL WITNESS, without ad
vertising throu.gh any. other ·medium than itself, has 
spread it~lf ov~r the earth. But such is the fact. The 
'war has interrupted postal services to EU'ropean coun-. 
tries, but apart f.rom Europe THE GOSPEL WITNESS is 
still exercising its mini,stry to the ends of the earth. We. 
refer to two letters received in the last two days which 
show how THE WITNESS obtains its wings .. 

Last·week we· received a letter from New Zealand, con
taining a subscription, and expressing the writer's desire 
to send THE GOSPEL WITNESS to every Baptist mini'ster 
in New Zealand. We publish the .}etter below; for it 
occurs' to us that fl1iends of THE GOSPEL. WITNESS in 
AustraJIia, in India, China, Central Africa, South Africa, 
and in various republics in South Am~rica, ·as well as 
iIi the United States a'nd Canada, might be a:ble to . send 
us the names of ministers and missionar.ies to whom we 
could send sample copies of THE GOSPEL WITNESS, and 
thus still further extend our circulation. 

We invite our fl1iends everywhere who know ·of per
sons, ministers or others, who mi,ght be interested, :to 
send their names and addres·ses, aIIld we shall be glad to 
send a few sample copies, with a covering letter inviting 
them to become ,subscribers to the paper. 

Perhaps there aTe ·some of our friends who can do still 
better. We know of one who speaks well of THE GOSPEL 
WITNESS to hios friends'; in some cases, h~ obtains a sub
sCription, in others ·a contribution; ·and with ·that con
troibution 'h~ sends U'S the names ~f people wh9m he would 
like to recieve the paper. We give a typical in-stance. 
This ;friend Jives in' Toronto. He saw a friend sitting 
in ohiscar, waiting for his wife. He handed him a copy 
of THE GOSPEL WITNESS. Some !time la·ter he offered him 
another and 'Ilhe man, p!l'ejudiced we suppose, against the 
things .fOT which this place stands, declined, and said, 
."1 do not want it at ·all." But our friend brough,t in a 
sUbsel"iption for that man, and the paper went ·to Mm 
'by mail. The next time he met the man he sa,id, "Say, I 
greatly enjoy THE GOSPEL WITNESS. I read it througoh, 
and then I hand it to a neighbour. He reads it, and then 
takes j.t to ,his club and passes it 'aTound. There is one 
EngUSlhman there wiho 'reads .it ,regu'larly, bUlt who d'are 
not take' it home because 'his wife ds a Roman Qa.tholoic." 

That relates ·to one day last week. T·he next day we re-
. ceived a Iette~ f.rom the Fij,i Islands. We need ,not com
ment upon itt but we ptint thE: letter in extenso. This 
is how THE ·GOSPEL WITNESS .goes' ·round the world on a 
postage stamp. 

The New Zealand Letter 
Dr. T. T. Shields,· 
Toronto, Canada. 
Dear Sirt . 

Once again I have had ,brought before me the latest issue 
of THE GosPEL WITNESS, by my friend, Rev. Macky of 
Palmerston N orth, ~ .Z. . .. 

Personally,. I have intended ·to subscribe to it before and 
will do so now •. B~~ there is a much bigger job which we are 

anxious to attend to, and that is that each Baptist minister 
in N.Z. should get a~opy. We are in this difficulty, namely 
that our Government will not at present allow sums of money 
to go out of the country except single subscription and we.
are keen to know ii you could so arrange that these men 
should receive the pubUhation and that the amount be banked 
here ·until the ban is lifted. .' 

A list of fifty names could be sent over if you could see 
your way clear to do this and I feel sure· local preachers 
would be greatly helped. 

. Yours faithful, 
('Signed) ------'---

P.S. I will make some further enquiries re this matter of 
finance first. Please enter my name, money order here
wi·th, and. await further communicatj.on .. 

To this we cabled a reply as follows: , 
"Letter received. Gladly send package fifty weekly 

for rem ailing there until addresses received, and continue 
for duration." 

The Letter From the Fiji Islands 
Rev. T. T. Shields, Suva, Fiji Islands, 
Editor, "The Gospel Witness", . Methodist Mission, 
Toronto, Canada; Sept. 16th, 1940. 
Dear Bro'ther, 

A copy'of The British Weekly has reached me, and con
tained therein is a sample of the very fine standard contadned 
in your paper, ·the "Gospel Witness," and the amazingly 
accurate and farseeing· sermons published. I liave been 
!prompted to write to you and request that you could find it 
in your heart to send the paper on to me. A good friend. 
sends me The British Weeklll, .but otherwise good material 
is searce;. and ou·t here In the tropics o~e must read the 
'best or stagnl(Lte. I'm sorry that I'm not in a position to 
be wble to send money for the subscription, as here in Fiji 
we are forbidden to send dollars (either U.S.A. or Canadian) 
out of th~ colony; but perhaps I can send you some tappa 
or other native work, or perhaps Fijian stamps if you are a 
phHa'telist. . I am writing this from a small island called 
Moala in the Lau archipelago of the Fijian .Islands. My 
cil'cuit consists of some 30· inhabited 'islands with a Fijian 
population of over 10,000, of wh'om nine-tenths are adherents 
of the Methodist Church. During the last six months my 

. wife has ·been ill, and has. had to live on the mainland of 
Vi't Levu, of which Swia is the cap~tal of the Fiji group. 
Durin·g this !period my home has been "under my hat" as 
the saying is, and since June 1st I have spent four days at . 
home. In travelling around the small islands I have had 
the joy of 'bringing many to Christ, sometimes as many as 
forty in one vdllage. The. younger generation of Fijians are 
genuine in their search for a real vital knowledge of their 
-Saviour. ,-hey are at Ithe cross roads ·between the new 
"civilization"? pouring in upon them, and the old life just 
a generation removed from heathenism. It is our task to 
gu.ide their feet, to meet the new cond'itions' guided by 
Christ's spirit, and build up a virile fai,th able to withstand 
the shocks of the "new world" in which they find themselves. 
In this small isla,nd of 'Moala, some 30 sq. miles in extent, 
I have been for over two weeks 'waiting for the boat to call 
and take me home to ILakeba Mission Station. It is the 
first time for 20 years that a missionary has been. able to 
stay amongst these !people for two weeks and live their life. 
'In,the ,past it has only been .possible ·to arrange flying visits 
of a few hours duration. Here, on this small blob of andesite 
set in the blue waters of the Pacific, life goes on untouched 
'by the great world tragedy. "Every prospect pleases" and 
man is c.ontent .to ·pursue his way in ;peace, content with. his 
own plot of land and his own fireside. God draws very 
near to us at the close of the day as we call the village 

. together for worship, and even as I write, the loud boom 
.f1f the "lali" (Fijian drum) (once a call to the cannibal feast) 
calls us to praise the· "Name which is above every name" 
and which has made all men in F.iji ,to live together as 
'brothers, Hterally "having all thi!lgs common" in their com
munual·sys~em. Now I ~Il!!t close. Forgive me. for letting' 
my .pen run on so-a falling when you're feehng a little 
lonely. 

Yours ip. Him, .-
( Rev.) ·D. F. Boorman, 
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NAZI SOCIALISM AND CATHOIJC 
RESTORATION 

. By L. H. Lehmann 

·Catholic Action, instituted 'by ·the late IPope .Pius XI, is a 
generic term for 'Catholic reform and reconstruction-the 
restoration of Catholicism. to the ;posi:bion of 'authority which 
it hel~ over the nations before the Rerormation. It has a 
two-fold object: a purge of liberal elements within the 
church itself, and the com~lete destruction of Protestantism 
and its liberalizing effects In those countries which threw off 
the yoke o.f the p3ipacy in the past. Catholic Action was 
·brought into being coincidentally with :the rise of Nazi
.Fascism, and was later consolidated by the !Lateran Pac.t 
with Mussolini in 1929, and by the secret treaty with Nazi 
.Socialism in 1933. It has gained its objectives to a large 
extent through the miLi.tary might and fifth column methods 
of .its Nazi-fascist partiner. 

It can be safely said that Nazi-Fascism and Jesuitism., the 
two greatest reactionary forces in the world today, are but 
two facets of the same unity-one civil, and the other 
ecclesiastical. For an au:thoritarian civil state cannot func
tion properly without the help of an authoritarian ecclesi
as·t'ical system. It is nonetheless true, though not sufficiently 
recognized, that a free electoral state is impossible without 
the spiritual sup;port and nourishment of a free church. 

Nazi-Fascism's anti.,Semitic ideology, iots anti-Masonic and 
ant'i-democratic activities, U.s propaganda methods, the hier
archical structure ·of its organization..!. and, even its war pro
gram, were copied from the Jesuit urder. The crusades of 
the Middle Ages also began with .persecution of the Jews, 
and were 'Preceded 'by a purging within the church itself. 
Likewise a brutal cleansing within· Cathol:icism preceded the 
wars 00: religion instIgated 'by the Jesudts in the 16th and 
17th centuries. lots o'bject was to rid Catholicism of the 
heretical Protestant influences which had arisen within the 
church's organization ,before and after .Martin Luther's time. 
It is in the light of .these events that Nazi Socialism's fij!'ht 
with all the churches in Germany must be regarded. On the 
one hand, it is a far-reaching purge of recalcitrant elements 
within the 'Catholic church ·which had :been infected with 
li:beral and Protestant ideas during the post-war years in 
Germany under the Weimar Republ·ic. On the other hand, 
it was a fight against .Protestantism and its Hberal institu
tions which had been afforded ~ti1l I!'l"tlater scope for devel
opment after the fal') of the monarchy in 1918. The fight 
was carried out, in both instances, accord.ing to the trad'i-
tional methods of Jesuit strategy. . 

Many Americans, however, do not see it in this Hght: 
They think only of the fact that :the Hitler regime in the 
beginning interned ·Catholic .priests in concentration camps 
because they refused to obey its dictates; that heads of 
religious orders were brought to trial for smuggling money 
out ·of the country; that some of the members of religious 
orders were arrested and found guilty of' crimes against 
morals; that some priests were imprisoned for allegedly har
bouring communists; that the Hitlerites turned against CaT
dinal Faulhaber, Cardinal InnitZer and the Bish6.p of Salz
burg; that pu·bIic school education was taken out of the 
hands of the priests in Austria; that the .Catholic Center 
Party was annihilated and its mern:bers persecp,ted; that its 
leader, Dr. Klausner, was assassinated on June 30, 193.4, dn 
Hitler's "blood purge". These and ather facts are at times 
cited to show that Nazi .socialism seems ·to .be actively 
o.pposed to the Catholic church. They are, however, merely 
facts whose real significance is hidden beneath the surface. 
In reality, they are not indications of a war against the 
Catholic chureh as a-whole, but only against certain In'oups 
opposed to a corresponding plan of reconstruction and fascist 
regimentation instituted at the same time .by PO'Pe Pius XI 
within the church itself. Hitler, Goering and GOebbels and 
the greatest part of the highest officials in the Third Reich 
are Catholics by birth arid education. Hitler was trained iby 
the 'Christian-SociaJlst Party and by the Jesuit-oontrolled Con
/!'Tegations of Mary. Goebbels was once the treasurer of the 
Borromean Association w.hich is also directed by the Jesu·its. 

The .popular confusion. about the relations ·between the 
Catholic church and Nazi Socialism is due to the fact that 
few people have any precise knowledge of the inner workings 
of the Catholic church. They have been led to believe tha.t 
Catholicism is a rigidly uniform system. The truth of the 
matter is that it is not the wonderful unity .that it is gen
erally supposed to be. .Like aU natural and historical phe
nomena,. the Catholic church is also subject to the law of 

polarity and philosophical contradictions. It has always had 
i~ conservative, reactionary element pitted against Gpposing 
hberal groups. In orded", therefore, to understand fully the 
status of ;the Catholic church in relation to Nazi Socialism if 
is necessary to know the details of these opposing tendencies 
and forces w.ithin the church's organization. History alone 
can furnish the key to the mystery. . 

An outstanding ,catholic historian, Josef Schmidlin, draws 
a clear .picture of the different .factions which existed wi.thin 
the 'Catholic church towards the end of the 19th century, and 
how vIctory for the intransigent Jesuit party led to the rise 
of Fascism. The following from his History Of the PDpes o!, 
Modern Times (Vol. III, p. I), is to the point: 

"The history of the Pop~ during the 19th century pre
s.ents a succession of divergent systems following each other 
lIke a game of opposites and of warring forces striving for 
the mastery, with first one. side winning and then another. 
On one side are the zealots striving in an intransigent an.d 
intolerant manner .to :preserve fixed traditions and orthodo:xy, 
and who take a hostile attitude towards the progress of mod
ern civilization and the Hberal victories that followed on the 
great revolutions. They are the unremitting enemies of the 
spirit of de'TYWC'f'acy, in that it is opposed to the systeTfl. of 
the [Catholic] church, the State and the principle of author
ity. On the other side are the Ii'berals who, actuated by 
a more equitable :political sense, endeavour to break free 
fl'om the traditional restraints ·bound up with the ideas of 
old,' and who try to reconcile themselves with modern prog
ress in order to live in peace with li:beral states and govern
ments, and to integrate the church, as a spiritual force, i·n 
contemporary civiHzation. 

"Fl'om the beginning this war-like game of opposites has 
been going on within the Roman ,Curia, and elrPecially within 
the 'College o.f Cardinals. It is most· evident in the papal 
conclaves which become the stage for this play of divergent 
tendencies, Wihich are afterwards openly expressed in the 
attitudes of successive pontiffs. For the papas support one 
or the other of these tendencies and personify them by the 
conduct of their .internal and foreign policies after mounting 

. the papal throne." (Italics mine) 
Thus it can ·be seen that the 'Catholic ehurchhas been torn 

'between two main i·rreconcillJlble fact:ons, corresnonding to 
the two opposing ideologies of Fascism and Democracy, 
which are warring to the death at present all over the world. 
They are two distinct parties whose effects are felt in' all 
ecclesiastical ·groups in the church. They are particularly 
active during times of papal elections, and at all times go 
beyond the field Qf relig.ion and profoundly affect political 
and social affairs. Their effect' can easily be seen in every 
phase of social and ;political life in ·the United States.1 

The fight ·between these two opposing factions has ·bee£ 
increasingly evident since the time of the Encyclopedists. 
The spirit of progress had developed so strongly in the 18th 
century, even within. the 'Catholic church, :that Pope Clement· 
XIV was able to succeed, where other popes had failed in 
completely suppressing the iSociety of Jesuits which repre
sented, then as now, the intolerant and intra'!'lsigent element 
of Catholicism. In spite of Pope Clement's irrevocable decree, 
howeve:.:, the Jesuits were again restored to p.ower by 
Pope PlUS. V after the fall of Na'Poleon in 1814." But:the 
Uberal' Catholic groups, which recognized to a certain extent 
the v.ictories won by :the French Revolu·t'ion, managed to 
exist side by side with the Jesuit reactionary group which 
has always ·regarded the liberal ;proll:reSS of civilization as 
something .pernicious and diabolic. The progressive groups 
did aU they could to ,bring the teachings o.f the church into 
line wi·th modern 'Philosophic doctrines, and thereby incul1red. 
the' increasing e.nmity of the Jesuit faction. They shOWed 
themselves scepflical of relic and saint worship and of re
ligious sentimentaUties in .general. Moreover, they made no 
secret of their hostility ·to the Jesuits. The Benedictine 
Order, long ante-dating the Jesuits, greatly angered the lat
ter by their efforts in ;promoting what is known as ·the 
"lLiturgical Movement"-a retul1l to PauUne ·Christianity and 
an attempt to cleanse 'CathoHc worship of modern innova
tions and superstitions, such as wonder-workin~ devotions to 
the saints. They' aimed this especially at the Jesuits' pet 
devotion of .the "Sacred H~~"; which has since been out-

ICf. The C.dholic Church in PolitiCII. a series of aix factual articles 
in Th~ Ne1u Republic,.Nov.-Dee. 1938: condensed I!! pamphlet form for 150. 

"The Jesuits lost heavily during their 40 Y!!Brs of banishment. Before 
their suppression tIley ocmtrolled prnctically all educational work in Euro
pean Catbollc countries. In 1749 they had 889 colleges with up to 2.000 
stUdents In each: hi Franee alone they had 40,000 students. . 
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done, however, by more mOdern fads like the Little Folower 
devotion. The Jesuits fought back ,by their usual underhand 
methods of playing on the fears of :bishops and secular 
priests and even by sending members of their order, disguised 
as ,laymen, to spy on the Benedictines, as was done at the 
Benedictine Abbey of Maria ,Laach neaor Cologne. -

A severe blow to the hopes of liberal Catholic groups was 
the ~yllabU8' of Error, decreed by Pope Pius IX at Jesuit 
insistence. One of these "errors", in particular, fairly took 
the ground tram under the feet of those Who had striven for 
a mOore progressive and liberal Catholicism. In complete 
accord with traditional Jesuit intransigence, Pope Pius IX 
solemnly condemned the proposition that "the Roman Pontiff 
can and ought to reconcile himBelf to, and agree with, 'liber
alism and modern civilization". 

The history of the ,Catholic church entered -a new phase 
with the proclamation of the dogma of the personal ~nfalli
bility o.f the 'I;lope, which was also ra:ikoaded through ,the 
Vatican Councll (1870) ,by the machinations of ,the Jesuits. 
This was the severest ·blow of all to the liberal elements and 
certain groups hostile to the Jesuits followed Doellinger out 
of . the church and established themselves as the Catholic 
Christian church. But the vast majority of those who had 
fought the Jesuits and o.pposed the dogma of infalUbility 
bowed their 'heads and submitted 'with resignation. Bishop 
Fitzgerald of Little Rock, Arkansas, held out till the end 
and voted against it. Alrchbishop Kendrick of St. Louis and 
five other American bishops left the ,Council and returned 
home without voting. -

From ,that time the forces' of reaction lought on, invisible 
from the outside; but all the more effectively because they 
worked by intrigue and trickery. The popes ·themselves 
often aided this underhand working-at times they covered 
up the real intent of the Jesuits and, ,at other times, they 
restrained them lest their excessive zeal should wreck the 
Vatican's other political ·maneuvers. In order to ;prevent the 
news of the increasingly hitter controverseries wag~ at 
papal conclaves -from reaching the public, Pope PJus XI ;im
posed an oath of perpetual silence on everyone connected 
with -them in ·the future. ' 

All these developments paved the way for -the Vatican's 
ecclesiastical support for the coming Fascism. There fGllow
ed a rapidly increasing trend in Catholic Action' in favour of 
rigorously authoritarian, conservative and solely hierarchical 
policies. Apparent yielding to contrary policies in -demo
cratic countries did not in any way affect Rome's .fixed goal. 
It merely' served to help its attainment, since it was able 
to employ what are now known as fifth column .methods by 
using to its own ,purposes .freedom of speech and rehlgious 
tolerance in those countries. Once democracy 'and freedom 
of speech have been obHterated by military might,. as in 
Nazi-fascist co,ntrolled countries in Europe, the real authori
tarian and intolerant nature of Jesuit Catholicism comes to 
light. It immediately proclaims itself the ecclesiastical ... 
counterpart of civil dictatorship. What has happened in 
France since its capitulation to Hitler and Mussolini is a 
clear case of this. Likewise in Germany the Catholie 
bishops have decreed a sOlemn oath of loyalty to Nazi 
Socialism" and in Slovakia the _governmental structure of 
that country has publicly and officially been declared to !be 
a combination of Nazi ISocialism and 'Roman Catholicism. 

'Catholic historians do not trouble to deny that ,the success 
of Fascism is to a great extent due to the reactionary poli
cies of .the late POjle Pius XI. Josef Schmidlin,' already 
quoted, in spite of his prudence in the matter, states: 

"This conservative -heritage ap,pears not only by the fact 
that the Pope (Pius XI) allied the church .to the fascist state, 
but also 'by the fact that he seeks to deprive the clergy and 
CathoHcism of all political activity and strongly supports 
,Catholic Action, which is based upon the principle of an 
absolute hierarchy." . 

,schmidlin also points out that liberal .catholic groups du'r
ing the reign of Pius XI placed their last ~d only ho,pe !in 
the election of a liberal pope to succeed him. By. the selec
tion af the aristocratic, conservative 'Cardinal ,Pacelli as Pius 
XII, that hoope was forever .frustrated. 

The fascist policies of the' Vatican can be seen from the 
following four points: ' 0, -

1. In the application of I'mooern" methods of political ac
tio~, that is, fascist methods. ' 

"A Vatican dispatch to the N. Y. TimflB of Sept. 17. stated that the 
pope had decided that it was more expedient to defer official pronounce· 
ment on this pledge till the end of the war. 

4op. cit. 11. 8. \ 

2. In the opposition to the one-time Catholic (popular) 
political parties. . 

3. In the distrust of the lower clergy, because of its too 
tolerant attitUde towa.rds ;pre-fascist ideas of individual 
rights and li'ber-ties. . 

4. In the creation of a movement to restoration, Catholic 
Action, entirely dependent upon Vatican bureaucracy. 

Much of the mystery of Vatican. relations wIth Nazi
Fascism can thus be .solved. Persecution of the Catholic 
church in Germany was di·rected only against those elements 
which did not entirely submit to the ever-increasing central
ization of authority in church and state. To this end the 
Vatican helped -to crush out the Catholic popular parties' ;both 
in Italy and Germany and centralized aU political matters 
in Rome. This insured to the dictators freedom from po,pu
lar interference on ,the part of Catholics; it established a 
more complete dictatorial regime within the Catholic. church 
itself; it enables the Vatican to enter into secret concordats 
with fascist countries already existing, -and with democratic 
counbries, like Spain, France, Belgium and :!;,ortugal, after 
.the des'truction of .their democratic governments ·by revolu
,tion and blitzkreig. Finally it leaves the way clear for com
plete harmony and unity between Nazi-Fascism and Jesui.t 
Catholicism. 

FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDANTS 
Foriends of the Union evidently read the news items in 

THE GoSPEL WITNESS. In response to a brief sentence in'the 
Convention· account regarding the· stenographic reports of 
the messages delivered Iby ·Mrs. Richer and Miss Boyd, a 
number of requests for these tine messages have been re
ceived. One Sunday School superintendent has used parts 
of one of them in several sessions of his school and five 
dollars has ,been given for French Canadian work. In an
other church the president of the W.M.S. plans to use them 
in arranging her winter's programme. These two .informa
tive messages on French ,Canada will be of great help in 
presenting the needs of this great mission field to our 
churches, and we should be happy to send them on request 
to pastors and other church workers who can make use of 
them. 

VISITATION OF CHURCHES 
!Fenelon Falls Baptist Chllil"Ch celebrated its anniver"'sary on 

Sunday; .october 27th" 1940. There was a fine attendance at 
the .services to hear the preacher for the occasion, Rev. W. S. 
Whltoombe, -Secretary of the Union. On the foHowing Mon
day the members and friends enjoyed a supper of the sort 
which is unknown in city churehes. Afterwards M'r. Whit
combe showed .the Western Home Mission slides to an appre
ciative audience. It is always a pleasure to visit this fine 
church and to enjoy the cordial welcome o.f its great-souled 
,pastor, Rev. W. W. Fleischer. 

On Tuesday evening a large congregation saw the Western 
pictu'res 'at the Scotch Line 'Church. Mr. H. Butler is the 
pastor of this church which is looking forward to ever-in
creasing blessing under his ministry. 

In the 'beautiful country: of rock and lake and bush in the 
district arou:r:td Norhind, Pastor Frank Vaughan continues. 
his faithful ministry with 'Unabated zeal. He is as hap:py as . 
a king-happier indeed than most of them. Even WIth a 
piteGusly small income f.rom his scattered field he has man
aged to complete the foundation for w.hat wIll by nex;t spring, 
he hopes, ibe a fine church building. 'Brother Vaughan has 
laboured with his own hands in .this work. F~iends and mem
'bers of the church have given enough timber to complete 
the building, and week by week small amounts from the meet- ' 
ings held at various points are regu'larly contributed to help 
the building fund. There are still several hundred dollars 
needed, 'be.fore ,the ,building can be completed. A visit to 
,Brother Vaughan n~ver fails to bring a benediction and there 
is a fine spi!1'it among his people. 

A visit to 'Cannington on Friday evening was also a tonic. 
There have recently been a number of new members received 
into this church, and it has taken on new life since Rev. 
Kingsley Cutler was called to the pastorate two years ago. 
The increase. in numbers and in missionary interest in these 
churches is most encouraging, and augurs well for their 
future accomplishment in their own communities and in. the 
coinmo.n task shared by all our Union churches. 0 

., 

.•.. _LIlli 
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Bible School Lesson' Outline 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

Vol. 4 Fourth Quarter ·Lesson 46 'November 17th, 1940 

THE VICTORY' OF GIDEON 

Lesson Text: Judges 7 •. 

Golden Text: "Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord o'f hosts."-Zech. 4 :6. 

For Reading: Judges 8--10. 

I. The Army Sifted-verses '1 to 8. l 

-Gideon and?his army rose up early to prepare for battle 
(J'osh. 3:1; 2 KIngs 6:15). The difficult ·task does not become 
easier when it is postponed. The work of ·the Lrord should 
receive our first and best attention. '. 

In ordering the ·battle the ILord must guard His own honouT 
('Psa. 115'1; Isa. 42:8; 48:9-11). When men plan their work, 
they may consider its effect upon others or ·upon themselves, 
but the first consideration should be its relation to the glory 
of the Lord. The da·nger of Israel vaunting itself was a real 
one (Deut. 8:17; Jer. 9:23,24; 1 Cor. 1:29-31; 2 Cor. 10:17). 
Few are not subject to the temptation of pride. 

God's standards of strength are vastly different .from those 
of the world (1 Sam. 2:9; iPsa. 147:10). I'n the eyes of the 
Lord Gideon's aNrlY was too large. We must learn that God 
can save by many 'Or by few. (1 Sam. 14:6; 2 Chron. 14:1; 
Rom. 8 :31 ). He can use insignificant instruments to work 
marvels (Exod. 4:2, 3; Judg. 3:31; 15:15; 1 Sam. ·17:40; 
Mk. 6:41; ;1 ·Cor. 1:27). :Men may be impressed by mass 
movemen:ts and 'bie; organizations, but the .Lord judges the 
quality of the servIce rendered. . 

There are no censcripts in the army of the Lord; He 
invites men 1lo serve Him, but He 'does not compel them 
(Judg. 5:2, 9). The reluctant servant, who acts in a per
functory manner, is in danger of being dismissed (Deut. 
20:8). The faithless among Gideon's army were sent home, 
for the work of the Lord demands men of hig.h courage. 

Even the volunteers of Gideon's ~y had to be tested, 
and the numbers. were reduced stIll more. The iLord' Himsel.f 
,tried them (Isa. 1:25; 17:10; Jer. 9:7; Mal. 3:3). We some
times wonder ·when good movements, which at first draw 
many adherents, later suffer a decrease in numbers. It may 
be that the ,Lord is allowing them to ;pass through the sift
ing process, so that all hinderers may ·be· remeved (Lk. 
22:31, 32; 1 John 2:19). . 

Some of the people -took their own time, and made a busi
ness of drinking water, while others hastily leaned over and 
scoO'ped the water wi~h their hands as :they centinued on 
·their march. The former considered their own comfort, while 
the latter were intent upon the work of God (Lk. 9:62). Con
secration, as well' as courage, must characterize the Lord's 
chosen workmen. . ", . 

At that moment the host of Midian lay ·beneath Gideon' 
in the valley, not m~rely physically, but also metaphorically. 
The battle was as good as won, for the Lord haa given 

,Gideon His sure ward of promise (Exod. 14:13, 14; Judg. 
3:28; 2 Chron. 20:17; 1 John 5:4, 5). 

'11. The General Satisfied-verses 9 to 14. 
The Lord did not wait for Gideon to' ask for a sign (Judg. 

6:36-40; Isa. 7:14), but offered to .prove to him that victory 
was certain. He was to visit ,the enemy's camp secretly 
that n.ight, that he might afterwards be strengthened (1 Sam. 
14:8-12). But he was first shown the force o.f the foe, their 
great numbers and superior equipment (Num. 13:33; Deut. 
9:1,2; Josh. 11:4), i'n order that he might realize that victory 
must come from the Lord (.Psa. 33:16-22; 47:1-3; 55:18; 
2. Cor. 3:5). 

As the strength of the enemy ministered to Gideon's 
humiUty, so did their apparent weakness centribute to his 
confidence. He derived comfort· from their discomfiture 
knowing .that the one who is defeated in spdrit is already 
conquered (-Prov;,18:14). On the other hand, those who trust 

in the Lord are inv-i,ncible (Psa. 46; 10m. 8:37; 1 Cor. 15:57; 
2 Cor. 2:14; Eph. 3:16; Phil. 4:13). The . Midianite's wOMs 
even sU'PpIied Gideon with an appropriate battle cry "The 
swo.rd, of the Lo~d,. an~ of qideon" (verses 14, 18): . The 
natIon s secret servIce IS an Importan·t branch of its war 
organization. 

III. The Enemy Scattered-verses 15 to 25 • 

. The assuranc~ of victory from the Lord did not preclude 
GIdeon from USIng strategy (Neh: 4:9). Prayer and works 
mus-t be inseparable companions. The three hundred men 
were dh:-ided .into com'Panies and ·sta.tioned. on the heights 
ever1ooki.ng .the valley, to make it seem to the enemy as 
though .the Israelites were encircling them with a multitude' 
o.f soldIers. The ·blare of the trumpets echoing and re
echoing on the hill, and also the sudden glare of the torches 
would give the same impression. . 

Gideon dared to say to his men, "lLook on me and do like
wise" because he himself was following the Lord. Every 
faithful .parent, teacher and Christian worker sheuld be able 
to say the same (1 .Cor. 4:16; 11:1; [ Thess. 1:6). But 
whether we giv:e such a command' or not, pupils aTe liable to 
do so of. their own accord. " 

The organization of Christian business men called GideOns 
have adopted the name of t~s judge, and they use a torch 
within a pitcher as their ansignia. The .trumpet, pitcher and 
lamp are alI used in Scripture as symbols of Christian testi
mony. As the trumpet was used to summon people to wer
ship or. to war, it stands for a clear, strong witness to the 
truth of God (Nwn. 10:1-10; Isa. 58:1; 1 Cor. 14:7, 8; 
Rev. 1:10, 11; 4:1). The earthen pitcher was fragile, and 
was of no value except as it protected :the lig.ht and enaobled 
it to shine forth (Jer. 18:6; 2 Cor. 4:7; 2 Tim. 2:20, 21). The 
lamp 'Or torCh represents the truth as light, which will dispel 
the darkness of sin, ignO'l'ance and death (:John '1:3-5, 9, 10; 
8:12; 1·2:46). The 'Christian is to be the lampstand the 
vehicle by which the tight which God supplies may ~hine 
ferth in the world (Zech. 4:1-6; Matt. 5:14;' iPhil. 2:15, 16; 
.Rev. 2:1, 5). . 

Every .man stood in his own place (Neh. 3:28). Such 
co-operatIon and unity of spirit with diversity o.f gifts 
saves ~he Church from much trouble arising from jealousy 
and pr.lde (1 Gor. 1:10, 11; -Reb. 12:15). Every member of 
the body of Christ has lj- unique function to fuIfil (l Cor. 
12:4-8, 12-31). 

.God will ultimately put .to confusion all the' enemies of 
HIS people, as He did the Midianites (1 Sam. 14:20; Psa. 
83.:~-18) Isa. 9:2-4; 10:24-27). So completely were the 
Mldlamtes crushed that they were a1mest ·extermin.ated 
(Judg. 8:28; 1 'Sam. 12:11). 

The men of the other tr.ibes of Israel were invited: to share 
in the "mopping up" operations. Their contribution' was 
somewhat spoiled by the jealeusy of the Euphrainrltes, who 
were angry when they saw the glory which had come to the 
brave three hundred (Judg. 8:1-3; 12:1). . 

TO ALL READERS OF TIDS ISSUE· 
• New subscribers to this paper in cOn
siderable numbers are reaching us every 
day showing that the paper is meeting a 
real' need. If you are not a subscriber we 
invite you to subscribe' now. The' price 
is only $2.00 for fifty-two issues. Write 
your name and address on an envelope, 
put $2.00 within and mark "GQspel Wit
ness subscription," and either mail, or put 
on the plate in church, or hand in at the' 

office, 130 Gerrard St. E., Tor.onto. 

) , 
l 


