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WHY I. AM 'NOT A ROMAN CATHOLIC. 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr, T. T. Shields 

Preached in J·arvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto,' Sunday 'Evening, October 13th, 1940 

(Stenographically 'Reported). 

"For there is one God, 'and one mediatQl' between God and men, the man Christ 

Jesu~~o gave hlmself a ransom fCF all, to be testi·fied ,in due time."-I. Timothy· 2:5, 6. 
"For I testify unto every man £hat heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, 

If any man shall add unto these things, Go~ shall add' unto hiIri the ·plagues rtlb:at a.re 
written in this book: '.. 

"AmI 'if any man sh8ill take away from the ,words of the book at this P1"9Phecy, 
God Shan t.a:ke away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy dy, and 
from the things which are written in this book."-.&velation 22: 8, 19 • 

Prayer Before the Sermon 
We have come to~ther ~is evening, 0 Lord, that we may 

worship Thee. We.acknowledge our dependence upon Thee, 
the God of all grace. Thou hast been pleased to ,reveal Thy 
glory in the face of Jesus Christ; and we worship Thee as 
:we have 'seen Thee in Him Who is· the ex.press !image of ,Thy 
person,and :the effulgence of Thy glary. , 

We thank, Thee that Thou hast had compassion upon us 
;in our sin, and' that Thou hast taken. ,1m.owledge of the Umita

. tions of men 'and women' in the :flesh •. T.herefore hast Thou 
given. to us Thy Holy ISpirit, that He may enlighten our 
understandings, illumin'lllte the sacred page of His own writ
.ing, and help .us to understand the truth as it is in Jesus. 
Help us this evening that we may be as scholars lin Thy 
school, ready to receive the truth in the love of it, desirous 
that it shall be mixed with faiifu as now we hear it. 

We thank Thee, 0 Lord, for :this occasion when multitudes 
throughout the land render praise and tban,ksgiv.i.ng Ito Thee 
for all Thy goodness. Notwithstanding. the prevaiHng dark
ness, ,notwithstanding the clamour of war, we are 'able to see 
by faith in Jesus Ch,rist that the :Lord reigneth; therefore 
may the earth-and especially the !isles--rejoice.. We thank 
Thee for Thy goodness to us as an Empire. We bless Thee 
that Thou hast. saved 'us from capitula.tion to force, and to 
the powers .. of darkness .. We thank Thee that thus far ."r.hou 
hast preserved ·us, and gIven us strength for the "battle. We 
thank Thee for the victories which have been won, and for 
thestrngth of the defense which has stood so valiantly 
against the foe. We look Ito Thee now fo.r further blessing, 
and we are confident that the eyes of ;the Lo!rd ·run to and 
fro in the earth to show. Himself strong in 'behalf of those 
whose heam are .,perfect toward Him. 

. We -pray, above everything, tha.t the heaNs of Thine own 
people, . and of the peoples of the ,Empire, may be so dis
posed toward God' 'that we may be channels of Thy grace 
and power to save the world from ·,being shrouded com
pletely in the threatening darkness. We thank Thee for 
Thy good hand upon us. We commend to ~ee most ear
·nestly once again all the GOvernmems of the Empire, and 
especially the ,government in Britadn. We pray for the King 

. and Queen, a:nd for the whole Royal F1ami.ly; for the Pri.,me 
Minister, his colleagues, the commanders of all our armed 
services', and for every man engaged therein; for aU fire
fighters and rescue workers; for 811 war-workers, wearied 
of.ten 'lilt their ,benches and shops; fQr mothers and chil
dren, Red Cross rworkers, nurses ,and physicians. How welllrY 
the- multitudes yonder must be! Give them nightly rest in 
their shelters .as Thou dost give to Thy beloved sleep. Nerve 
them for the battle We ibeseech '1.1uie; and grant a speedy 
victory. Meanrwhile, help us tbat w:ith grateful ,hearts ;we 
may recognize the blessing 0If the iLord, and give Thee than1ks 
continually fur_Thy goodness in this land, in this highly
favoured hemisphere. 

We pray especially for the Republic to the south of us; 
;that Thy hand may be, ,not only upon the iPresident :and those 
,associated with him, but, in this time of crisis, upon _ the 
greu multitude, the millions :who may have so much :to do 
with hastening a happy, issue of tbis g.reat conflict. The 
iLord bless them and Use them as His instrument, and bring 
them speedi,ly and with ever-increasing might to the help 
of the iLord against the mighty. 

Instruct us out of Thy Book this evening, and 'help UII 
that we may profit by an exami.nation of Thy Word. For 
Christ's sake, Amen. 
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We in this .place,wIthout apology, stake our all upon 
the authority of Holy Scripture. This, to us, is the 
supreme court, the last court of appeal. To us, the plain 
and unmistakable .teaching of Scripture is an end to all, 
controversy.' All religious errorS, all departures from 
the truth, all heresies, if I may use a word of. ugly asso
ciation, have- thIs common characteristic: they consist 
either in additions to Scripture, or subtractions from 
Scripture, or a 'little of ·both. All heresies may be put 
in one of three categories: the Bible-plus, the Bible
minus, or the Bible with 'some deletions and some 
additions. 

What is Christian Science? The Bible' plus Mrs. 
Eddy's; "Science and Health, or Key to .the Scriptures". 
What is M\ol"monism? The B.i'ble plus the Book of Mor
mon. What is that crude cult called Russellism? The 
Bible plus Pastor Ru·ssell's ".studies in the' .scriptures". 
What is Penteeostalism? The Bible plus' the authority 
of ·an emotional experience which they call "the baptism'!. 
What is Modernism? The Bible minus its· supernatural 
elekents, 'and when ~t is ,finished, minus its supernatural
ism in general. What is Romanism? The Bi:ble pltts the 
authority of the Church and the effi'cacy of .its sacri-
mentarian system. . 

I propo~ to try to show you this evening that· a true 
Christian should not be subject either ,to a plus or to a 
minus. I believe ·for myself in the authority and suffi
ciency of the Holy Scripture without any plus or minus. 
So far, I have found nothing ,better. 

Some years ago at the close of a service a minister 
came forward and with .him another whom he introduced 
as one of 'his deacons. I greeted him, and .he ·said, "J 
have heard you preach before, and was converted through" 
a remark you made at that time." "Where and when 
·was "it?" "At the close of a service that I had attended 
at "the invitation of·a friend. He took me up and in'tro
duced me and told y()u I was a ~man Catholjc. You 
did not say much, just that you were glad ..... to meet me, 
and then you said, 'Keep this clearly in mind. . There 
is one God, and one mediator between God ·and men, the 
man Chl-ist Jesus.' Th.at .single ,text led' me out of the 
darkness of Rome, into the marvellous light and liberty 
of the go.spel." I have selected that text this evening as 
a foundation f()r my remarks. 

But here let m~ note that the term, Roman "Catholic", 
. is in itself a misnomer. Catholic means universal; or, 
literally and etymologically, "according. to the whole". 
John three: sixteen is a catholic text: ".God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only ·begotten ,Son, that whoso
ever believeth in him ·should not perish, but have ever
lasting life." The whole world is em:braced by the love 
of God, and whosoever is ill it may receive the provisions 
thereof. That is true catholicity. Said Paul, "I bow 
my knees unto the 'Father of our Lord o!esus Christ, ·of 
whom the. whole famly in heaven and earth is named." 
That is a truly catholic text. It embraces everyone who 
is related to· Christ. 

I "am, I dare to believe,a Catholic according to ,the 
creed: "I believe in the holy 'Catholic Church." I would 
not be offensive, but I am unable to believe in the Romam 
Catholic Church. The terms "Roman" and "Catholic" 
are ~utually ex~lusive. The two words ought never to 
have been married, Thou.gh without judicial authority, 
I would pronounce a decree divor«;:ing .them forever. . 

. . 

I ,shall try to teB you why I am not a Roman "'Catholic". 
Romanism, as I prefer to call 'it, has jn it very much of 
truth. In 'some aspects, 'Romanism is biblically ortho
dox. The Roman Church teaches the divine insI>iration 
and .authority of the Scriptures. No Modernism'is long 
tolerated 'Yithin the pale of Rome. Unless I am mis
taken, it was a Pope who labelled departure from the. 
faith 'by the term, Modernism, in ·an encyclical denounc
ing it, arid ·excommuni~ting its advocates. The Roman 
Church never de~s the essent~g] Deity of Jesus Christ. 
It proclaims that Jesus Chri'st is God. Dr. Harry Emer
son Fosd·ick may say that the Virgin Birth inv.olves a 

. ·biological miracle that is "unthinkable" to the modern 
mind, but the Roman Church never denies the scriptural 
record of the virgin birth of Christ, that He was born 
of a human ·mother but had no hu·man father. The Roman 
Church does not deny the supernatural in the character -
and life of our Lord J esU's Christ. There is no disposi
tion on the part of Rome to put a question mark after 
the bi:bli~al records of miracles:· It holds that He was 
supernatur·ally born, and that He supernaturally lived. 

The Roman Church never denies the vicariousness of 
. the death of ,Christ, that He "died for our sins according 

to the Scriptures". The Roman ··Church never denies the 
historicity, the actuality, the reality, of His bodHy resur
rection. All these great princi,ples are denied by 
branches of what is called Protestantism. It has become 
a Protestantism .with the protest eliminated. But Roman
ism does not deny the resurrection and ascension of 
Jesus Christ'. 
~or does it deny the great biblical doctrine of sin, that 

we are all sinners. Such denial is left to some Baptists, 
and fresbyterians, .arid Anglicans, 'and Uni-t~d Church 
men, and Unitarians, and Nothingarians. But Rome does 
not deny the reality of human sin. Nor does it ever at
tempt to make Ught of the scriptural doctrine of' future 
retr~bution. The Roman Church does not play fast and 
loose with sin af.ter· that fashion. 

You say, "Then what ·is wrong with Romanism?" I 
shall try to show you that all these truths, while' theoreti
cally accepted and proclaimed, are practically . nullified in 
ev~ry instance by a plu,s or ·a minus. 

I. 
For instance, THE ROMAN CHURCH ACCEPTS THE PRIN

CIPLE OF THE .DIVINE INSPIRATioN AND AUTHORITY OF HOLY 
SCRIPTURE. There is no question about 'it. But it adds 
not a little to that. I said just now, it is the Bhble-plus. 

Let me read from their own works: 
I. quote the first two articles from the creed of. Pope 

Pius. 'IV.: 
"1st. '1 mO.\!t steadfastly admit and embrace apostoLic 

and ecclesiastical traditions, ·and all other observances 
and constitutions of the same ,Church. 

"2nd. '1 also admit ItheJHoly Scriptures, accol"(Ung to 
that sense which our holy mother the ChUireh has 'held, 
and does hold, to which it belongs, to jttdge of the true 
sense and intel'pretation of the IScriptures: Neither wiU 1 
ever take and' interpret them otherWise than according' 
to the unanimous consent of ·the Fathers.''' . 
Again, the Council. of Trent receives, 

".Wi·th sellltiments of equal piety and reverence, all the 
Books, as weB of :the Old as 'of ,the New. Testament 
since one God was the author of them both, and also th~· 
traditions "elating as. w611 to faith as to morals inas
much as coming either from the ill1{)uth of Chris,t himself 
!lr dicated 'by ~he Holy .Spi;it! .th.ey have been preserved: 

. In the Catholic Church, In unInterrupted succession." 
-«Canons of Tr6nt, lJa{j6 17, Paris, 183f) • 

" 

1 
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--Do you' see? It is the Holy Scriptures plus the ~u-
thoriiative interpretation of the Church. and the denial 
of the right of privat~ judgment. Hence it is ever the 
practice of the CJ1urch of Rome. where it has power to 
d~ so. to deny to th~ people ·the- possession of and privi
lege of reading tthe Scriptures for themselves. The Bible 
is 'the Word of God. but YOIl cannot understand Jt--only 
the Church ,is qualified to interpret it. The knowledge of 
God Contained in_ the Scriptures must be diluted ·by the 
addition of !the traditions of the Church and the interpre
tations -of the fathers; and at least this Pope (Pius IV) 
declares as part of his creed. "I will accept no interpre
tation of the ~riptures that has not the unanimous sup
port of the fathers." That excludes us altogether! . 

In some places -.when it suits -them. they quote the 
Scriptures. There used. to be a very ·famous man in 
Toronto. Professor Goldwin Smith. tutor at one time to 
the late King ~dward Vll. He lived in what is now 
-The Urange on Heverley Street. He was recognized as a 
very schOlarly -man. bu·t holding very radical. ideas. One 
d..ay one political party would quote him as though his 
word were the tinal~uthority on every subject-but only 
when he agreed .with them. When he did not. the same 
pariy. either Liberal or Consel'Vative 'as- tthe case might 
be. would say. "He is only an Annexationist." So people 
sometimes quote Scripture to support their Qwn positions 
when it suits them; when it does not. Ithey discard i-to 
Suc.!! is the attitude of the Roman Catholic Church. 

1 wish I could continue that argument and spend ihe 
rest of my .time citing texts of Scripture which would 
assure you that t-!J.~ ~eripture- itself claims to . be the 
supreme authority in\ all religious matters. for it a:bounds 
with such conten~ions; but I shall assume you understand 
that. It is sufficient to say that the Roman Church nulli
fies 'lthe authority of Scripture ·by interposing its own 
interpretation -thereof between the Bible and the indi
vidual soul.. The truth is there; but as I shall show you 
in many other cases. the Roman Church plays IDlddle
man all the way through. 

II. . , 

I am not a Romanist because THE SCRIPTURE TELLS 
Us THAT THERE Is BUT "ONE 'MEDIATOR BETWEEN GOD 

'AND MEN." How full the Scripture is of_ that truth. of 
the privilege'of direct access to God. of- the competency 
of the soul unto God! No individual here needs anyone 
_ to stand between him and God. - ' 

There is a lovely story in the Old Testament which is 
illustrative of that -great ,truth. When .the brethren 
of Joseph came to Egypt the' second time when as 
yet - they did not know w-ho he was. when they 
knew him ,only as the governor of the land of 'plenty.' 
when he had wrung- from them a confession of. their 
sorrow for what they had done in the long ago. and 

. when he saw ,they were truly penitent and resolved 
'never to do it again. when Judah pleaded to be allowed 
to rema,in as surety for his brother Benjamin. saying. 
"How shall I go up to my father. and the, lad be not 
with me? lest peradventure I see the evil that shall come 
on my father," I think Joseph heard them saying in their. 
hearts. "We did it once-oh. we did it once. ,but we will 
never do it again." When he heard that. he could no 
longer restrain' himself and said. "Cause every man to 

- -go out from me. And there stood no man ,with him. 
while Joseph made himself known unto his brethren." 

" 

The throne room wa~ cleared. and Joseph . stoOd 'alone 
while he "made 'himself known", ' 

That is the gospel., The Lord of the storehouses needs 
no one to stand between the soul and Him. "Men and 
brethren, what shall we~do 1" "Go. to' confession"? "Go 
to Mass"? "Do Penances"?, "Follow ,the prescribed 
'rules of ,the Church"? No! ".Repent, and be baptized 
-everyone' of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the re
miSl-lOn of sins. a:nd ye shall receive the gift 'o~, the Holy 
Ghost . .- For the promise is unto you. a:nd to your chUd
ren. and to all that are afar off. even as many as the Lord 
our God shall caU." Saul of '1'arsus. one of the bitte~t 
enemies of :the <;hurch of .christ of all time, heau::d-not 
the voice of a pope. or of the Church. but a Voi'ce ,from 
heaven calling him by name. sayjng. "~aul. Saul. why 
persecutest tllou me"l And-be Bald. W~o-art thou. Lord? 
Ana- tne Lord said. i am Jesus whom thou persecutest"
tnus our' Josepn still maKes .l11mseJf kDown to His 
brethren. _ 

W ben the Philippian jailor came in -trembling, saying. 
"Wha.t shall I do to· be saved 1" what :was the answer 1 
Was .he :told ,to- confess to t.lle priest? Accept the pre
scribed penances "I Keceive absolution? Come to !V1.a8S? 
Uo tnrougn tlle whOle sacramentar~ system? No~ 80 

'reads the ~cripture.' '.'Heiieve on ,the Lord Jesus Christ. 
ana t.llou shalt be saved." _ -

But .Home inteTpOlSeB 'manU mediators. First there is 
the interceasion of th.e V,rgin MaT'll. I have a book in 
my hand. "Glories of Mary". It ,is rather an old one. 
but it exalts Mary to an equality witb God;, calls her 
"the _ queen of heaven"; and declareS that _her interces
Dions are abSOlU'~y i~dispensable to salvation. You may 
not come to uod. nor to u-od as revealed. in His Son Jesus 
Christ;': you ~ust go to Him through the Virgin Mary. 
W hat scriptural warrant is there 'for such teaching? 
None whatever. The Hible does nQt contain a word that 
justifies -sl,1ch exaltation of -:Mary. 

Hut ,that is not all. We must come not only through 
Mary. but through. the saints. 'I'his book I hold in my 
hand ,is well ,bound. is nearly one hundred ~nd forty years 
old-I have so~e two. three. nearly four hundred years 
old. -Thi-s bQok is for the use of the laity. containing 
the Masses appointed to be said throughou,t 'the year. 
There is a calendar. and a saint for ev~ry day of the, 
year. The faitnful are exhorted to pray. not directly 
to Christ. nor -even only to the "holy motiler". hut to the 
saints. 

I!'or instance. here is a prayer to "Saint Patrick". I 
think there is good historical evidence to show that 
Saint Patrick~ so-called. was not a Roman Catholic. but 
a Baptist. Even I, may be il saint some day,! ' 

Here is a prayer to be said in connection with the Mass 
on the seventeenth of March. 
__ It ~'s a prayer p~eading the "merits" of ,St. Patrick: -, 

"0 'God, who wast pleased to send ,blessed Patrick. -
thy Bishop and Confessor. to preach thy glory to the 
Gell'tiles: gmnt, tha.t by his merits and intercession we 
may, through thy grace, be ena.bled to keep thy com
mandments." 

Here is a prayer pleading the "medts" of St. Joseph. 
the husband of the mother of Jesus: 

"Grant, We ·beseech thee, 0 Lord, that We may' be 
assisted by the meri_ts of the spouse of -thy most holy'· 
VirgIn-mother, and that "(hat we cannot obj;ain through 
our own weakness. may be granted us by his prayers!' 

'. 
(Continued on page 9) 
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TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY 
At the thirteenth Annual Convention of the Union of 

Regular Baptist Churches of -Ontario and Quebec, a 
report of which, by the Secretary, Rev. W. S. Whitcombe, 
is contained 'in ihis issue, the Seminary session reached 
one of the highest points-in .the whole Convention. Sem
inary graduates and former students crowded the lower 
-platform, the pulpit platform, and a large pa~t of the 
choir. . 

-Before we Write a very urgent me!lsage for our readers 
abou-t the Seminary, we set out herewith an extract from 
the report of the Executive Board as foliows: 

For thirteen and one-half yeaT'S Toronto Baptist Semi
nary. has been cmying on its noble mission of preparing 
young men for the Baptdst ministry and young women 
for various branches of Christian service. Its ·.graduates 
to the number of ninety-eight have been given a training 
which is a:~ once reverent and thorough, true to the .ideals 

- of evange.lical Christianity and to the principles of sound 
educati<m. Approximately one hundred and 'fifteen grad
Il8Ites and former students are no.w engaged in full-time 

• service. These men' and, 'Women are proclaiming the 
Gospel in all its purity, and they have made a large con
~·bution to the work of the Lord, espec;ially within the 
sphere of the activities of the Union. 

. In common .with othe:r educ_ational institutions for men 
throughout the .Empire, at .the begin·ning _ of this second 
year of war, because of the enlistment of actual and 
prospective students, the Seminary finds itself with num
;bers seriously depleted; In view' of this critical situa
tion it has been' thought wJse to suspend lectures and 

. formal classes for this school year. There is ·no ,thought 
of closing the .Seminary, since the need' for sudh an jn
stitution is as great as it eve:r was. This interval 'Will 

. be regarded as a prolongation of the summer recess, and 
'as a time for consolida.ting gains and paving the way for 

. greater progress and usefulness in the f\1ture. 
While the suspen·sion of formal classes will reduce the 

usual expenditure, some expenses will continue, as it is 
'expected some work will 'be done; so that contribu.tiontf 
to the Seminary Fund will still .be needed. . 
. The Board would strongly commend. the work of the 
Seminary to the churches of the Union, and would solicit. 
the earnest -pl'ayer and' practical support of all our 
people, especially in this time of emergency, in order 
that together we .may gratefully and cheerfuUy share the 
burden of this ministry, which is soJ vitli.l to the welfare 
of the Union. .• 

PRACTICAL WORK REPORT 
Fields of Seruice-During the thirteen and one-half 

years, -the number of graduates has ibeen ninety-eJght. 
Of these and' other former students the following are 
engaged in the ministry: . 

·Pastors in Canada ............................... ~ .... ~...... 70 . 
Pastors Abroad ._......................................... . 6 
Foreign Missionaries ................................. 21 
'Suminer Pastors ............ : ............................ : 11 
Home. Missionaries and Evangelists 7 . 
TotaI' number in fuH .. time service---

summer of 1940 ...... :.................................... 115 

Th'e foregoing gives only a partial idea of the. work 
of the Seminary. A -large number of students who have 
passed. through 'our class .. rooms are now actively engaged 
either as lay-preachers or in other positions of leader
ship, who are not reckoned in'the statistical repor.t above 
because they are not in fulI~time official service. From. 
reports we have received, a very conservative estimate 
of the number of people reached by our students in offi
cial service -week by week !Would not be less than fifteen 
thousand; and there is not one among' them who does., 
not believe the Bible to be the Word of God, or who 
preaches anything else ·than Jesus Christ and Hi.m cruci
fied as the way.of salvation. 

All this has IDeen accomplished in thirtee~ and a' half 
years without. a dollar of capital, although it has cOst in 
actual outlay many thousands of ·dollars which the Lord 
in His grace has supplied.to the Seminary Fund. . 

In the photographic r.eprodu~tion of the Wednesday 
afternoon session of the ·Convention--or rather, of part 
of it-~ll but five in the front row are Seminary men, 
while ma,ny of the Semi·nary men are ·standing. 

WHY WE HAVE SUSPENDED CLASSES 

Readers of this' paper :will readily undeltltand that 
Seminary students have been made fully aware of the 
urgency of war-du,ty. The result ha' been that anum .. 
'ber of our students are in the, armed services. The 
Seminary has 'never offered an easy life to any of its 
students : only men of heroic spirit stay with us. That 
fact is well known. ~ How many· men have enlisted ill the 
various branches of the armed services, who, but for the 
war, would hav~ COme to .the Seminary, we have no 
means of knowing; but we feel morally certain there are 
many. The. Seminary was not without students, and 
students of noble char~cter; but such students as could 
have come were debarred from the army either by some 
slig.ht physical defect or prevented from joining by some 
other good. and sufficient reason.·We could not see 
among actual or prospective students one who showed any 
signs of anything but an heroic attitude toward the war. 

Weare aware that some religious educational institu
,tions, ·while reduced in the number of students, are' still 
carrying on; some of these are of an undenominational 
character, and have a .larger constituency to draw upon 
and have a lower educational standard. than the Se~in-

. ary; while their neutral undenominationalism would be 
likely to make a stronger' appeal to me~ who are not clear 
in ,their thinking on .great issues, and who in great crises 
would be diBIPosed to the line of leas:t resistance. The 
Seminary makes its appeal eto men who fear nothing 
and nobody but God. The Trus'tees and Faculty there .. 
fore felt that the lesser number of. students would make' 
.the cost per student too high. Arrangements will be made, 
however, to keep all our ,prospective students 'in view; 
and to keep our Faculty together; and we hope to provide 
opportunity for s.tudents in course to carryon much of 
their work extramurally. We'cannot too strongly state 
that our classes are· merely suspended, not, we hope, 
"for the duration" of the war, but only for this school 
term. 

While the suspension of classes will reduce expenses, 
it is impossible to avo~d a very considerable annual 
obligation. We therefore appeal to our friends to con
tinue 'their support of the Seminary Fund; and we ask -
those who have not yet done so, to give the Seminary 
'a plaCe in their w~lls. We know of no-other Baptist 

. institution in the entire Dominion of Canada, having tpe 
edueationa:l standards of Toronto Baptist .Seminary that . 
is wholly true to the great principles historically held 
by Baptists, including of course, and growing out of, 
belief in the. full divine inspiration and supreme· author
ity ~f Holy ,Scripture. We can see no present prospect 
of a clear _Baptist testimony being given from the Baptist 
pulpits of'the future in Canada save ,through graduates 
of the Seminary, and of the' Western Baptist Bible Col
lege in Calgary. .We therefore ask all true Baptists to 
c_onti~ue_their_supPQ.rt of the~e two -insti.tutions to enable 
th~m to do still._grp.8Jter work in -the future. 

( 
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\ 

/ 



October 17, 1940 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (225) 5 

--THIRTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
-, Of the Un,ion of Regular Baptist Churches of Ontari~ and Quebec.· 

Held in Jarvis St. Ghurch; qctober 8-10" 1940 _ 

"Behold, how pod ~nd how pleasant it is for ,brethren to 
dwell together in unity I" 
- Our Convention had a good -beginning with two. fil!e ad-_ 

- dresses on "Our Message in W'artime". They were'dehvered 
by two of our .own men who saw service in the last war: 
Rev. E. C. Wood brought us a helpful message.On "A Call ~ 
Repentance and Prayer". Mr. Wood with characterist~c 
modesty has. never advertised his military prow~s, and ~s 
kindly bearing would almost forbid anyone-to thmk !Jf hIm 
as a winner of the Military Medal. But such he lSi ~nd 
therefore all the more qualified to speak to our Convention 
on such a theme during this second World- War. R~v. J. 
Byers of Orillia, who saw service in the .l\,:iddle East I?J the 
last war, always has something to say. and never f~:ls to 
say it forcefully. His "Message of Encouragement 'Yas 
both encouraging and heart-searching, and. was a fitting 
introduction to the Convention we were to enJoy. 

The Convention proper was opened on Tuesday eveniill': 
with a great presidential address by Dr. 'S~ields, entitled 
"The Mission of the ·Churches of the Union". ,.-he -Board of 
.the Union "drafted" Dr. Shields for this task, refus-ing longer 
to allow him to be merely a spectator at our Conventions. 
Rev. H. C. Slade, Vice-president, expressed .the feelings of 
all when he said, "We have received much help and inspira
tion from visiting speakers to our Convention, -but we have 
one of our oWn number who is second to no preacher on the 
American continent." We wish .that every memb~r of all 
of our Union churches could have heard the President's 
m-asterly address on Baptist -principles. There are some Bap
tists who spend much time apologizing for their peculiar 
doctrines. Our President is not numbered among such weaker 
brethren. If our peculiar doctrines are not scriptural then 
they are - excess baggage, and we shall ·be so much the
stronger without_them: if they are scriptur~ then .they are 
essential to a New Testament··Church, and we ougbt to pro
claim them fearlessly and authoritatively. Dr. Shields' 
preaching has a way of putting iron in his -hearers' blood, 
and the diet we fed upon in the 'opening session will do mueh 
to strengthen us for .the ,task of the coming year. Seei.ng 
that thIs address -is not to be published in fuIl-a fact whIch 
we greatly regret-we feel that at least a few extracts ought 
to be printed in this ·-report. 

Dr. 'Shields likened the Christian religion 'to - a garden 
which, though very beautiful,' is always subjected to blights 
of one description or another: "It is," he said, "a constant 
-battleground. -The Church is a garden full of .trees of God's 
planting, flowers of His culture, ten~er vi!tes flou~shing for 
His pleasure, but every one of them IS sU'bJect to bhght. The 
Bible is like a garden full of precious fruits, a garden of 
delights where the flowers of truth bloom, but they all have' 
their enemies. Unless we are:always vigilant, the beauty of 
a garden is very soon destroyed, and we need, as Pastors .and 
Christian workers, to aw-aken, .and be on gU'ard. The precIous 
truths of our gospel need to be- protected from the onslaughts 
of the enemy. The Union was brought into existence for 
this very purpose. 

"The Baptist position· magnifies the' individual; -it is an 
individual matter, a personal matter;.that of salvation. We 
cannot hand these souls over to anybody save to God alone. 
Then 'being saved as individuals, companies of individuals 
come together, not sU'ppressing their dndividuality. 
- "The New Testament doctrine of the place and imPortance, 

/.- character and essentiality of the local New Testament Church 
is strongly as·sailed in our day, Tpere is a necessity of lay
ing renewed emphasis uppn the distinctive view of the local 
church, as Baptists hold it. The Baptist view' of a local 
church is that it.is a li.ttle regenerate society. A New Testa
ment church is a spiritual democracy, not a. ·hierarchy. No
body has any right to interfere. A church is self-contained 
and governs itself. It is possible thus to develop a spiritual 
community where the Spiri·t of God will have free course. I 
believe, if it :were -investigated, ·the whole system of demo-
cratic government has grown out of this New Testament 

, doctr.ine of the chu·rch. Those men who, in time past, believed 
-_. the Book ana who were called _ Independents in contradistinc-

tion .to a~y ecdesias'tical con:trol, who ·prayed to God and kept 
their powder d·ry, it was men- of that quality who graduall.y 
tlroiluced the British democracy. It is as we stand .by· thIS 
Book and keep the principles -of this Book. that we shall 
remain and co~tinue." 

Home Missions ..... 
As so often happened. on Wednesday morning our pro

gramme overflowed .the ?me limits. but no one -th'!ught of 
objecting for it was a tIme pressed down and ·runrong over 
wi"th good things. The :beginning of this day's feast were 
addresses by Rev. John Boyd of Sudbury and Rev. R. E. J. 
Brackstone of Kapuskasing, who. spoke on "Wl\1at the Ho~e 
.Missionary 1Pr0~amme of the Uni~n has helped me to do m 
my church." Because of the manIfest blessmg of God th.at 
has ·rested upon .their pioneer -labours in Northern Onta·t;0' 
these two ;Seminary men have become symbol~ of our entIre 
Home Missionary programme, and thus they cO,!ld speak for 
all our young pastors who in .the true ·ap~stohc s1,:lcc.esslon 
:have known the sacrifices and -labours of pIoneer mIssIonary 
courses. '. ,,_-

Mi'. Boyd -stated that he could not begm to tell the ""n
vention what it had meant in his experience as, month by 
month, the' Home Mission grants had come. 'Many a time he 
had been brought face 'to face with some great need just 
when his pockets were empty, and he was unable to go at 
that moment to the sou-l crying out for a word of helu: then 
he remembered that shortly he would be receiving the cheque 
from the Union and would thus be enabled :to meet the need. 

"The whole proJn'amme of the Union," Mr. Boyd said, "has 
Inspired and enabled us to -develop in ·ou·r people a New 
Testament spirit with misltionary interests. We haye. ~en 
able to give somewhat to the missionary cause_ of the t:mon. 
Besides this, we have a radio work at a very heavy eXDf'nSe, 
but we are thankful .that we have been able to meet it. Much 
of our time this summer has -been spent travelling around 
visiting people who have been reached by radio. YVe hav.:e 
heard from dozens of places where they have 1).0 gospel testi
mony at all. We trust that under ,God's rich blessIng. you 

- will enable us further to go into a much greatlv exuandf!d 
field of service that in tum these churches shall minister to the 
establishing of other churches of this kind under the grace 
of God." _: 

Mi'. iBrackstone belCan by reminding usth~t .the MiSjlionarv 
programme of the Union was the same ·as tbat of the Book 
of !Acts. and he had not gone far in teUing- us the story of 
the work at Kapuskasing until we all felt .that it, too, was a 
continuation of the ·Acts of the Anostles.- As we thought of 
the results of that -programme in Kapuilkasi~g, we gave 
thanks .to God for the' manifestation of' the power of the 
gospel in our day. This church is now nearing the self
supporting state after a -little more than fou·r years of 
history. A number .. have professed Christ •. including s~"eral 
French-Canadian Roman Catholics. One of ·these. Mrs. RIcher. 
was present at the Convention and inspired and thrilled the 
whole Convention again as she did last year. All this work 
was made possible, as these friends -reminded us, by· .the 
regular support received from our Home Mission funds. 

Words of greeting from our Regular Baptist Brethren in 
·the Canadian West'were read by the Secretary, Rev. W. '8. 
Whitcombe, who also told, in a !ew ~ordl!'. ~f the grea-t: work 
'being done in the Western proVInces of BrItIsh ColumbIa and 
Alberta by those of like mind with us. _ 
"The -Relation of Giving to the Spiritual Li_fe of the Clmreh". 

Last year with some fear, we in·troduced in our programme 
a- discussion of this nature; it was sueh a success that we 
made' a place for it this year also, though we wondered 
if the high spiritual level of last year could- be attained !la-ain. 
We were not disappointed. Rev. R. D. Gu·thrie of Briscoe 
,Street, 'London, led the discussion, with a fine exposition of 
'II Cor. 8:7: "See that ye abound in this grace also." MT. 
Guthrie always means business, and when he takes a matter 
in hand it never- fails to move. A striking example of this 
is given -by- the 60 percent increase over -last year in the 
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contributions,from this church to our Union treasury. And, 
it should be added, the contributions of last year were no 
small amount. A man with this record has a right to a 
hearing when he speaks on the subject of giving, and the 
'Convention neartily accorded it to Brother Guthrie. He was 
followed b~ Deacon D. G. Aceti of the Timmins Churcb. and 
Deacon J. E. Jennings of Jarvis ,Street Church. Some miJrbt 
call ,these brethren "Iay,men". but Baptists do not Tecognize 
as scrintural the distinction between "lay" and "clerical". 
While these brethren are not pastors, the weight their words 
carry makes it evident ,to all that ,they are men truly set 
apart by God for His own service. 'Mr. Aeeti was converted 
from Roman Catholicism. and Mr. Jennings from Protestant 
"Cburchism"-an equally fatal spiritual blight. The exneri
ences of these two brethren were quite different. yet may 
both be summed UP by saying that they were the outcome of 
a regenerate BOul facing the teaching of the Word concerning 
the grace of giving and bowing in obedience before it. Thank 
God for such men as ,these in OUT midst. If they were set 
loose in our churches to give their :testimony it would do 
much good. Rev. J. R. Ar.mstmng called upon Deacon Harry 
Knights of his former charge at Maple HiII. This farmer-

deacon's fl.ne word served to remind us that dwellers in cities 
have no mononoly on the Lord's promise: "He which soweth 
sparin~lv shall reap also sparin,dv: and he whicb sowetb 
bountifully shall rean also 'bountifully." 

It is nerhaps imnossible to pass along in print the snhitual 
atmosphere of such a session as this, 'but those who were 
present will be able in some measure to share it with their 
home churches. Our ,financial report shows a large increase 
in the givings of our churches as compared with those of a 
year alZ'O, and we are convinced that the impetu,s of our last 
great Convention sent us oft' to a good start. Believing that 
there is a vital connection between the spirItual life of our 
churches and their giving, we are confidently exnecting an 
even greater increase in the givings during the coming 
year. "There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there 
is that withholdeth mere than is ,meet, but it tendeth to 
poverty." 

Wednesday Aftemoon 
This meeting was devoted to our missionary intereRts 

among French-speaking peoples in Europe and in Canada. The 
first speaker, Rev. William H. Frey. pastor of the churcb at 

,- L; 
. ..:.:~ ::,..:.:-~ ;;,~::~. . .. :.~ ... --:~- ", .-. ... ;.-"!::'" . 

Part of the attendance at afternoon session, W eclnesday, October 9th 

Baptist Churches of Ontario and \lueoe:c~ 
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Bienne, Switzerland, has now been so long with· us and b,as 
learned to speak English so ·well that we have almost for
gotten that it is only a little more than two years since he 
came to us a "stranger in a strange land". Mr. Frey brought 
us "up to date" on the news from our Baptist brethren in 
I!~urope, though the little information that filters through .the 
rigid control of the censors, is necessarily of the most general 
character. We do know, however, that all the pastors are re
ported safe and sound. This is great cause for thanksgiving. 
Mr. Frey told us that it was rumoured Pastor Georges Guyot 
of the rue de Naples Church, Paris, was in Germ'an con
centration camp. We ·have already been requested to re
member this brother in special 'prayer, and would again re
mind all our churches of him and his family. May the Lord 
stand by him 'as He did by another "political" prisoner of an 
ancient dictator and deliver him out of the mouth of the 
lion. Pastor Guyot is no longer young, and a concentration 
camp would -likely be tantamount to a death sentence. For 
the rest, our churches and people rem-ain at their posts. 
While it is true that we cannot communicate with them or 
send them .financial support, only a strangely perverted con
ception of missions would induce us to lose interest in them 

. '~ .. ' .-~ ~;'. ," .~ ~ ....... 

• Ig:. ~" ~ .. ~:n.n .. _~_.:.:~:~~: .. 2.:·_~:~Biil:··:} ;;:~)~.~ . 

. or to' forget that our most effective aid will be, as it indeed 
always has been, in "labouring with them in prayer". 

"For so the whole round earth is every way 
oBound by gold chains about the feet of God." 

Just as surely as we believe in prayer, then, let us not sin 
against the Lord in ceasing to pray for ·them. Our greatest 
comfort concerning their work will ever be that though there 
is a cruel enemy between us and them, .they will continue 
without our financial aid to preach the unsearchable riches 
of Christ. Not until after .the w .. shall we learn the stOry 
of their work of patience, of ,their heroic sacrifice and the 
divine blessing crowning it, but in the meantime our faith 
may leap the man-made barriers and rejoice with them in 
the triumphs of the gospel in war-tom Europe. 

Le Canada Franlials 
Our thoughts were then turned to a vast mission field at 

home, the existence of which but rew Evangelicals have so 
much as suspected. The presence of a converted French
Canadian woman, Mrs. Oscar Richer of the Kapuskas:n:g 
Churc'h, brought this almost untouched field before us in 
personal terms, for it was only last year that Mrs. Richer 

'7', " 

1940, at the thirteenth Annual Convention of the Unio~ of Regular 

outside Jarvis Street Church. Toronto. 
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'thrilled olir Convention and all our churches by Ithe story of 
her conversion from' the darkness of,superstition to the light 
of the gospel. Miss ,Leila Boyd, a graduate of Toronto Bap
tist Seminary, also gave an able and convincing address CoD 
the subject, "Ought We to Evangelize hench-Canadian 
Roman Catholics." We s~uld Uke to print both these ad
dresses, but space does not permit. They are, however, 
stenographically repor-ted and will be sent to any church or
ganization that could make use of them.in deepening interest 
in French-Oanadian work. But even more than what they 
said, was the personal e.xoperience of these two ladies, 
attested 'by their presence with us, that the gospel we preach 
can and does save men 'and women who speak a strange 
tongue, who have been fed' from their earliest years on 
bigotry and intolerance. Miss Boyd, a sister of Rev. John 

, Boyd of ,Sudbury, came to the semj.~ary with only !1 readi~g 
. knowledge of French. In the ·speclal classes carned on In 
the Seminary she learned to ·speak French, and for three 
years courageously taught' French-Cana~an boys and girls 
in a school in the wilds of Northern Quebec. Livin·g wdth 
French-Canadians, she has learned 11;0 know them and to' 
appreciate their fine qualities of heart and mind, and above 
all she has seen the power of the grace of God to trans
form and enlighten. This was indeed a In'8at session, am 
more .than ever before the burden for Our French-speaking 
fellow-citizens, nearly a third of the total population of 
our great Dominion, was laid on our hearts. Little wonder 
that the convention instructed .the Board "to place specilil 
emphasis· on the work of F~ench .. Canadian evangelization in 
Ontario and Quebec". . . 

W~nesday Evening 

, 

A Spiendid Financial Report 
"The Convention will remark with mlM:h satisfaction 

that. for the first time in a number of years the audltor's 
report shows no deficit in the general funds. For this 
We thank God. The overdraf.t shown in the Convention 
fund will, we trust, be made up by ,the special offerings 
~ought to the Convention for this purpose, and also by 
the liberality of all' the 'delegates and visitors. 'The. in
come for this year is considerably larger than thllJt of 
1938-39: The statement showing sour.ces of income re
veals that a number of our churches have made amazing 
increases pver last year in their contributions to the 
Union. The Bol!ird feels a special satisfaction in this 
not only because it enables it .to help additional causes, 
bdt also because it expresses the co.rm.dence of our 
people in the way in Which. their trust has been fulfilled • 
And . most of all the Board, together with all our 
churehes, rejoices in the manifest way in which the 
blessing of the Lord has rested upon the various causes 
w.i.th which we are associated.". '. 
The following Budget recommendation was unanimously 

passed: 

80% Home Missions (with special emphasis on French
Canadian work). 

120/0 Toronto ·Baptist Seminary. 
80/0 Western· Missions. 

Seminary Afternoon 
Dr. Shields, the founder and president of the Seminary, 

presided· over thlll session ·in his usual m·asterly fashion. . He 
announced with deep Tegret that it had been found necessary 

Again we Wiish it WeTe possible to print the two great !to suspend leetures and formal classes for this school year 
messages Ito which we listened. It was not Seminary night, because of the enlistment of actual and prospective students. 
but no more effective proof o~ the Seminau's work could be He emphasized' that ijtere is no thought of closing .the school 
offered than the two 'brethren who p~ched-Rev. J. iR. that has proved to be such an instrument in the hand of God' 
Armstrong, and Rev. H. C. Slade-the latter ·Our beloved for preparing faithful ministers of the Word. Rev. J. Fullard 
"Bishop of the North". And as always, it !Was not only of Lindsay delivered an able and convincing addreSS on "Re
what these men said that moved us, it was what they have view of the achievement of the thirteen years' of the Sem
done, wha.t they are. Mr. Armstrong has just resigned from i·nBiry's History." AH our men speak well, and we were 
a strong church that has experienced great blessing under never more proud of them than when spontaneously, with
his ministry. We may say· dn passing that under his leader- oUot previous coaching, they added their contrIbution tl the 
ship this church increased its missionary givings last year discussion.. As we lroceeded, one thing became apparent 
by 41%, and this increase was in !turn: an improvement on above all others: school cannot die tboat has produced 
the .100% increase of the preceding year. Our Brother has such men and women- as spoke to us. By that we do not 
just given up this church to 'become a Home Mission pastor in mean merely that the end for whie'h the Seminary was es
a pioneer work in Snowdon, a subur-b of Montreal. There he tablished will be ,fulftlled in the life and ministry of its pres
will have no fine church buil~ing with ~ pipe organ, nor great·· ~nt '8!ad11!1tes; ~hat is tl"\l8, ·but what was n;iad~ evident"to aLl 
crowds 'as at Hespeler-he Will preach In a store to the hand- In this discussl()]i was a gu-eater detenrunaticD than ever 
ful of people 'and undertake all the problems and difficulties before that .the &minary.' must go on to a greater and larger 
of a new work in a great city. But the ·prayers of our people ministry. It may be that this year's recess will awaken all 
will follow him as he fulfills his mi·n.istry in the s~rit of his friends of the Seminary work to a keener realization of the 
text, "Whereunto I also ',labour, striving accorcbng to his need for such a school-perhaps some have been half inclined 
working, which worketh :in me mightily." (Col. 1:29). Mr. to take the ,Seminary for granted, only half seeing the size 
Armstrong is possessed of an attractive personality and a of its work and the weight of the burden it has ·been for the 
fine speaking volce, which lend .great !Welght to his preach- one who above all others is .responsible for it. We are con
ing. Knowing 'his sacrifice and the spirit of consecration:in fident tha.t this year will not be wasted, if it' serves to awaken 
which it' is made, :we look forward to seeing great things h" a!l 0u! friends. ~o the part they can play in thi~ work. by 
,Snowd·on. .. . directing ·promlsl~g men and women to us, and In helpmg 
~v. H. 'C. Slade speaks like the true veteran he is. One . us to meet the cost of carrying on. 

cannot hear tws brother without being aware that his soul . . 
is on .fire and he has a way of communicating his fervour. • The CI08m~ Session . 
to those ";'ho hear until their souls also beg:in to glow with a On' Thursday' evening there was a grea.t attendanco and 
holy fire. His church is a great centre of evangelism, and a great messa~. The large regular Thursday evening audi
its vision, like that of the pastor, does not stop with its ence, supplemented by Convention visitors and friends over
own needs but looks beyond to French 'Can:ada, to Ontario, flowed the JP'Ound floor and there was a goodly number in 
Quebec, the West, the Maritimes, and to the regions beyond.- the gallery. These Thursd~y evening preaching servic~s 
God give us more such men and we snail have more churches have become justly famous. in Toronto. IDr. Shields has a 
of this sort. - gr.e~t God and a great ·gospel, and in these days of world 

The Annual Report criSIS has brought the comfort and encouragement of the 

Annual,' Repol"ts are prover-bi-ally d·ry as dust, ,but there 
was no' dust about this report, and. the delegates and friends 
seemed to find i·t full of interest and encouragement. We 
may let it speak for itself as .it is to' be had for the asking .. 
There are obwenty-six pages packed with :information about 
every i1epartment of our activities and it is PUot out in print
ed form for the express purpose of laying all possible In
formation before our friends. We shall be glad to send a 
copy to those who address their request to the Union OfBce, 
337 Jarv.is Street, Toronto. We quote only one paragraph 

, here: 

" 

Word to bear on present events. This ministry is warmly 
appreciated by many who have been forced by the tum of 
events to acknowledge the bankruptcy of a modernism which 
has' been chiefly engaged iii crying peace, peace, when there 
is ·no peace. It was a fitting climax for our second wartime 
'Convention, and ,at the close the President proposed the 
following ·resolution on the war: . . 

"WHILE earnestly expressing the 'belief that at this late 
date in th war's progress .any expression -of loyalty to the 
King and 'the IEmpire in· this the most righteous of all wars 
on the part of an]! religious body within the Empire should 
be unnecessary, m view of wide-spread. pre-war, pacifist· 
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opinions, and of the possi'bility that a few such irrationalists 
may still survive, this Convention of ,the Union of Replar 
Baptist ,Churches of Ontario and Quebec' declares its con
viction that in the. present war against Germany ·and Italf, 
the Empire is contending, not only' for everything that IS 
elementary to Christian civilization, 'but for every essential 
principle of Ch'ristianity, itself, and .that; therefore, the Gov
ernment' of Britain and the Empire merit the utmost support 
of all Christian peo.ple everYwhere; a,nd that without reserve, 

. we pledge our' support of the BrItish cause in Canada and 
throughout the Empire in our prayers, by our effort to the 
last ounce of our energies and to the last drop of our blood." 

A Great Convention 
This was a Convention that wiU live long in the memories 

of all who shared it. It was memorable for its spiritual 
power and for the record of ,the achievement it ,reviewed and 
the still greater ones it planned. Our deficits that have long 
bad the proportions and the effect of a m-illstone, are now 
things of the past; our Home Mission work has been abund
antly fruitful and gives greater promise than ever; the for
eign work in France remains at its post; and until 'lYe can 
send financial aid to Europe again, we have the Convention's 
order to emphasize work among French-;speaking Ro~an 
'Catholics here at home. How much· there IS here for which 
to thank God, both the past accomplishment and the fu
ture promise. And best of all, ",how good and how pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!" .This is demo
cracy at its best-demoeracy in aetion, nota mere ,talk fest, 

, bilt the unity of· the Spirit in which brethren .labour together 
for ,the furtherance of ,the gospel-"there the 'Lord com
manded the blessing". 

WHY I AM' NOT A ROMAN CATHOLIC 
(Continu!Jd /'I'&Tn page 8) , 

And this pleads the' "merits" of ,St. Richar4, Bishop of 
Chichester: ') 

.. "0 God, who ,hast enlightened ·thy Church by, the 
merits and resplendent miracles of blessed Richard, thy 
Confessor and Bishop,' g,rant that we thy servants may, 
through his intercession, obtain eternal ,glory." 
In this "Roman M'issal for the use of the Laity" pro

vision is made for the faithful day by 'day to plead the 
"merits" of someone whom the Church has canonized~ and 
who is supposed to have some power· of intercession in' 
heaven, though centuries dea4., as to' their bodi~. 
I looked up my birthday to see if I was in it, 
but it was one hundred and forty years old, and all I 
'could find on the first of November was that it was "all 
-saints' day", so possibly I may be included! 

But how serious a matter' it is when any system' that 
is called Ohrisbian should presume to add to the media
torial inerlts of our glorious Lord, the intercessions even 
of His mother, and the further intercessions of saints 
so-called. The book, "The Glories of Mary", was writ
ten by St. Alphonsus 1M. Liguori. A saint! Those of you 
who ·know anything al;K»ut his writings know that",he 
must have had one of, the vilest minds .that ever cursed 
the earth, vile as the pit itself. . ' . 

I am not a RoJrianist. - I do not need the Virgin Mary, 
or Saint Patrick, or Saint 'Richard, and least of all Saint 
Alphonsus M. Liguori, to intercede for ,me. Why? "There 
is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus." 

III. . 

I am not a Romanist BECAUSE THE SCRIPTURES EXPLIC
ITLY TEACH, TJ:lAT A COMPLETE, ADEQUATE, FINAL ATONE
MENT FOR MAN'S SIN WAS EFFECTED BY THE DEATH OF 
JESUS CHRIST. Rome teaches that that Sacrifice finds 
its complement in t1].e perpetual sacrifice of 'the Mass. It 
does not teach salvation -without ·the·blood of J eSU8 Christ, 

but the blood of Jesus Christ plus the bloodless sacrifice 
'of the Mass. , -

It is always well to quote the words of people from 
whom' you are obliged to differ. Tha~, they cannot deny. 
Here is the' first article of the creed of Pope Pius IV. 

"I profess likewise, that in the Mass there is offered 
to God a true, proper, and propitiartory sacrifice for the 
living and the dead~ And that in the most holy sacra
ment of the Euehari&t, there are truly, .really, and sl,1b
stantiarlly -the body and blood, together with' tbe so~l 
and divinity, of our ILord Jesus 'Christ; and ,that there 
is made a conversion of the whole substance of the bread 
into the ,body, and of the whole substance of the wine 
inrto the blood: which conversion the Catholic Church 
carlls. tra:nsubstantiation. I .arlso confess, that under either 
kind alone, Christ is received whole and entire, and a 
true sacrament."-Extracted f'l'om the ':.O'1'do Admi7/.is
t'l'andi Sac'I'annenti", page 67, London, 1840. 

The doctrine of the Mass is founded upon that' of 
Trans-substantiation. The Council of Trent, says: 

"And since in this divine sacrifice, which is performed 
in the Mass, the same Christ is contained, and is blood
lessly immolated, who once offered himself bloodily upon 
the cross; the holy council teaches that this sacrlfice is 
truly propitiatory, and that by its means, if we approach 
God, contrite and penitent, w.ith a true heart, and a right 
faith, and with fear and reverence, we may obtain 
mercy; and obtain grace in 'seasonable succour .. For the 
rLord, appeased by the oblation of this sacrifice, granting 
grace and the ,gift, of repentence, remits even great 
crimes and sins. There is one and the same victim, and 
the silme person, who now offers by the ministry. of the 
priests, who then offered himself upon the cross; the 
mode of offering only being different. And the fruits 
of ,that bloody offering are truly most abundantly re
ceived ,through this offering, so far Js it from derogating 

. in any way from the former. Wherefo.re it is properly 
offered according to the apostolical tradition, not only 
for the sins, pains, satisfacti~ns, and ,other wants of ,the 
faithful, who are alive, but also for the dead in Christ, 

'.who are .not yet fully purged."--Canons of T'I'ent, c. S, 
Sess. SSt 

According .to the teaching of Rome ,the celebration of 
the Mass is a repetltion of the. Sacrmce of the cros's, and 
is a perpetual sacrifice, indis'pensable to salvation; and 
that it has efficacy, not only for the cleansing' of the 
living, but for :the ,purging of the souls of those who .are 
dead, . but whose souls are not yet wholly purged. 

But what saUh the Scripture? "Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world." "When 
Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is 
finished:1and he bowed his head, and gave up .the ghost" 
What is the teaching of Scripture? "Christ died for our 
sins, according to the scripture"; that "once in the end 
of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice_of himself"; "Every priest s1@ldeth -daily 
ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, 
which can never take away sins: but this man, a~~r ,he 
had .offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat {lown on 
the right han,d of God." The rending of the veil, Hebrews 
tells us, was a symbolic event, indicating thad; through 
the rent veil of His flesh Christ had manifested a new 
and living way, "consecrated foreve:rmore". 

The Scripture says that "where remission of these 
("sins and iniquities" forgive.n through the blood of 
Christ) -is, there is no more offering for sin." 'fhe, Mass 
is the grossest perversion of Christianity. It is sheer, 
unadulterated, ,idol.atry; an evidence of the densest kind 
of superstition. 

I 'went into a factory during the course of the erection 
of this building to see aboult a certain .matter, a steel-
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working plant where they make safes. I saw something. 
there and enquired what it was. "That is a tabernacle, 
a sanctuary." It Wlls made of steel, and was to be :fitted 
with a.lock, for a Roman "Catholic" Church. Lt was to 
be dressed up on the outside, and the Hosf was to be 
placed inside. There' it was amid the litter a~d eon
fusion of the place, and I said, "So you are making a 
home for God, are you? You are going to lock ihe 

. Creator of ;the universe in a little safe' abou.t a cubic 
foot in measure 1" 

Some Protestants assume Romanism Is just 'another 
'form of Christianity. No it is not. It is not Christian. 
It professes Chr·istianity, ·but it neutralizes and nullifies 
every single principle of the gospel. Bomanism is not 
Christian. It is a pagan system. CoWper was right when 
he wrote long ago,-

"There is a Fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from' Immanuel's veins, 

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains:" . 

Therefore' we. do not need the Mass. 

IV. 
lam not a Romanist BECAUSE THE SCRIPTURE TEACHES 

THAT IT IS THE PRIVILEGE OF EVERY INDIVIDUAL TO CONFESS. 
HIS SINS DIRECTLY TO GOD, ANp NOT TO A PRIEST. What 
did the Lord Jesus say when He spoke of the publican 
and the Pharisee? The publican had no priest:' all he 

, did was to cry wi;f;h b9wed head-because he dare not 
look up-:-"God be merciful to -me a sinner." He did not 
go to a confessional:. he went directly to God--and went 
down to. his house justified. . 

The Bible abounds witH that teaching. For example: 
"If we coniess our sins, he is faithful and jU'st .to forgive 
us our sins, and' to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 
Does the ;Bible say nothing about confession of sin? It 
certainly does. "Confess your faults one to another." 
If you have wronged anyone, you haa better go to the 
one you have' wronged .. If_it is a public offence, the ack
nowledgment of your penitence ought to be as public' as 
the offence, that people may know -that you are repent
ant. But there is no warrant in the Scripture for the 
practice of auricular confession. It is contrary to the' 
Scripture. . I shall not argue as to the evil of the thing, 
though it is an evil practice; But suppose ·it were not; 
the Word of God does not require us to tell the secrets 
of our hearts to a priest. Tell them ·to God, and He. will 
forgive you. . 

V. 
I am not "a°Romanist BECAUSE THE SCRIPTURES TEACH 

THAT BAPTISM AND THE LoRD'S SUPP.ER ARE MERELY SYM
BoLic ORDINANCES OF REMEMBRANCE, AND NOT EFFICACIOUS 
SACRAMENTS. The Roman Church teaches emphatically, 
unmistakably, tha.t it is not possible for even' unconscious 
infa'nts to be so saved as to enjoy the felicities of heaven' 
unless they are first ·baptized. Because of that, they have 
inventeq--means of prenatal baptism. Oth~ise, an un
born child, that has done neither good nor evil, would 
fail to enjoy the delights of heaven. . 

My ·soul recoils from that teaching, rebels agaiIist it, 
because it ·is such an infamous caricature of God, the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of the Saviour 
Who took the little children up in':"His 'arms and blessed 
them, and said, "Suffer little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not: for of· such· is the kingdom of God." 

He did nolt say, "Suffer little children to come to the 
font", but, "Come to Me." I· proclaiin with all the vehe
mence of my soul that the doctrine that baptism per.
formed in an emergency by anyone-a doctor, a nurse, a 
janitor,' or anyone but by someone-the doctrine that 
the s.prinkling· of water upon the head of a child is in
dispensabie to salvation, 'is a horrible doctrine that is·not 
taught in 'the Bi_ble. _ 'It is as contrary to' -the Word of. 
God as any~hingcoqld. be. 

Whether . baptism be infant sprinkling (which is not 
~cri.ptural baptism), OF adult immersion, no one was ever 
S'aved .by baptism. A ·man may ·be 'baptized a thousand 
tImes, and go to hell. .T;he ·brother who was baptized 
this e:vening· ha.d no confidence in any cleansing pOwer 
in the water of the baptistery, but-believing that he had 
been made by-the ;grace of 'the Spirit, a partaker of the 
life of Christ, that His death and burial and resurrection 
had become hie own, and tJuLt baptism is an outward ex
pression of that spiritual experience, he was baptized as 
a matter of obedience and witness. It is only an outward 
symbol of that inward grace . 

. ~ut the Roman Church .teaches there .. is ,a saving 
efficacy in baptism,. and .teaches furthermore that one 
cannot .be saved withQut it. . 

The Lord's Supper -is a ·memorial feast. The bread 
is only bread, the wine is only wine. When Jesus Christ, 
standing before His disciples took the bread and said, 
."This is my body", can any rational man think He meant 
t11,at while yet H~. stood on the other side of .the cross, 
His body unbroken, He meant the bread was His literal 
body? Or 'When He took the cup and said, "This is my 
bloocl", ca~ any reasonable. _ man .suppose He actually 
meant that tha.t was the veritable blood of Incarnate 
Deity? Of course H'e did not :mean it. "This do in re
membrance of me. . . . for as often as ye eat this bread, 
and drink this cup, ye do shew (proclaim) the Lord's 
death. till. he come." We do not thus repeat the sacrifice, ' 
but proclaim it. It is a memorial feas,t designed to keep 
us everlastingly in rem~m.brance of our ·gloriou·s Lord' 
Who died, and Who rose again. . 

Rome' has not only made ,the Mass ·a· sacrifice, but a 
perpetuai sacrifice. Against that we set the fact that the 
,Scripture teaches that the death' of Christ effected a 
complete and final atonement. . . 

VI. 

I could say that I- am not a Romanist BECAUSE IT 
TEACHES THE DOCTRINE OF PURGATORY. That, I affirm, is 
an il).rtoler8lbl~· assumption that is absolutely without 
scriptural warrant, bl,Lt is wholly a Romish invention. 
It °is' an invention which a Roman priest described as 
"The ·Church's Klondyke," .because it enables the priest 
to wring the last penny from the hands of' the supersti
tious on the assumption that the soul,s of .the departed are 
in an agony in .purgator.ial fires, and may be released, or 
their terms of suffering shortened by pr~ers said' by the _ 
priset for. 'a price! Purgato..-y is· an atrocious ~octrine 
which so blasphemously caricatures God, that only the. 
deviL himself could have invented it. Th~ Scripture 
teaches that salvation is eternal life, that you and I inay 
enjoy here and now, and know it,' and be sure· of· it. To 
the_ praise of the glory of God's grace, I dare to say I 
am as sure of salvation this night as I shall be when I 
have ,been in' heayen a million years. ,Why? Because sal .. 
v~tion . is all of grace, and by' the· word of God Who can-

---. 
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'" not lie, it is as'sured to all ,who believe on the Lord Jesu's . 
Chl"ist .. 

V:1I. 
I am not a Romailist BECAUSE I 'CANNOT AFFORD IT. 

I am not a Romanist because the Scripture ;f;eaches that 
salvation is by grace; and that is what I, a poor bankrupt 
sinner, needs. The Roman Church teaches salvation iby 
wor~s, and on thalt ground you ,cannot afford to be a 
Romanist-neither can I. And when the Bible teaches 
us that "·the gi·ft of -God i·s eternal life' through Jesus 
Christ our Lord", it means there is nothing to pay; we 

· ........ have only to receive .it in simple faith. That is what I 
meant when I 'said I. could not 'afford to ,be a Romanist. 
I.am too poor. Like Jack the Huckster, 

. "I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all; 
But Jesus .Christ is my All-in-all." . 

"LII. . 
Last of all, I am not a Romanist because THE ROMAN 

CHURCH TEACHES THAT SUBMISSION TO THE ROMAN 
PONTIFF Is ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION. That 
is :to say, no one can ,be saved unless hesubnii-ts to the 
sovereign 'authority of the Pope of Rome. But I mu·st 
give you proof of. the truth of .this amazing Romish 
c!aim. I quote . from a volume enti.tled, Church and State, 
printed in London, by "Burns, Oates & ·Wash-bourne Lim
ited, .Publishers to the Holy See". It bears the imprima
tur of ·the -Vicar-General, signed at Westminster, Febru
ary !13th, 1936; ("Westmonasterit, die 13a Februarit, 
1996" ); .so that this i·s not an old book, ibut is quite 'up
to-date. The book consis.ts of "pwpers read at the Sum
mer 8chool of Catholic Studies, held at .Cambridge, July 
27th to August 6th, 1935; and the author ·is Rev. Father 
AJphonsus Bonnar, P,rofessor .of. Dogmatic Theology a.t 
F'orest Gate, London. I quote from this au.thor on the 
suibj-ect o!, "Unam Sanctam": '-" 

"There is one document. the Bull Unann Sanctam of 
Boniface VIII. which proved a storm-centre at the time 
it was issued and has ever since been pointed to as the 
classic example of the outrageous nature of the Church's 
claims. It has been wrenched ·from its· historical set
ting in order that its meaning might be distorted: 
though, evt\n if we had nothing but the text of the Bull 
itself, its evident meaning go~s no further than the doc-

. trine. wh}ch we have expounded ,in this essay ... It was 
the consIdered pronouncement of a' Synod in which there 

. were thirty-nine French. bishops. Nor is it a document 
'which the Holy See has ever' in any way retracted. It 
was confirmed 'by the Fifth Lateran Oecumenical Council 
in 1513. The point in its teaching, to which exception 
is taken. is l'eaffirmed,in the Sylla·bus of .Pius IV." 
;But let us see what .is involved in this doctrine of 

submi,ssion to the Roman Pontiff: 
"The Gospel tells us that in the Church and in its 

power there 'are two swords, ·viz., the spiritua..! and the 
. temporal . . . The latter is wielded for the Church; the 

former by the ,Church: the former by the ,priesthood, 
the latter by kings and soldiers, but by the bidding and 
cons~nt of the priesthood." . 
So, in order to bring about ·submission, the swor9 is' 

to ,be wielded by kings and soldiers in the inif;el'ests of 
the church; "but by the bidding and 'consent of the 
p'''iesthood.'' That is to say, .men are to ,be compelled .to 
submit to the :J.Wman Pontiff "by the sword", which is to 
be wielded 'by kings and 'sQldiers, "bu,t· by the bidding 
and cons~nt of, the ·priesthood"-.as, we suppose, it was 
done in Sp~in! 

But I quote ~ur.ther from the same author, who again 
-quotes from Unam Sanctam: 

"For in truth the spiritual power instructs the tem-

poral power and judges it, if it be not go~ ... Hence 
we declOR'e, affi'f'm and define that it is of necessity to 
salvation for every} human being to be subject to the 
Roman Pontiff." . -
As for -myself-and I am giving my testimony to

?ight-:-,I have not s.ubmitted. olio. th~-lPope. I have no 
IntentIon, 'and- certaInly no InclInatIon,' ever to do so. 
Notwithstanding, I conceive the salvation of the SQul to 
be the· supreme consideration of every rational being. 
I want to ,be saved. I desire that the salvation of my 
soul be placed beyond all possibility of mistake. In spite· 
of the insistence of Una7lt Sane tam, I refuse su·bmission 
to the Roman Pontiff; and therefore, according to the 
teaching of Rome,· I cannot be saved. 

The reason I do not submit is that the Bioble· teaches 
that salvation consists, not in . submission to the Pope of 
Rome, but in submission to the Lord Jesus Christ. I 
have submitted to ·Him. I joyfully acknowledge Him 
a's my Saviour and my Lord. 

While telling you why I am not a Romanist;· I have . 
tried' to preach ,the gospel to you. I want you clearly 
to understand that salvation is of grace alone,' throu·gh· 
faith-and ,that without works. I want you to believe 
that the .blood of Jesus 'Chr.ist, -God's Son, cleanseth from 
all 'sin. . . 

Romanism, in a word, is' a system which makes mer
chandise of· the souls of men. S!llvation has been pro
vided on a:. wholesale ·scale; it is free to everyone. The 
Roman Church insists' that she has 'been given an ex
clusive retail license; \ and that salvation cannot be 
obtained directly from the divine Warehouse,. ibut must 
be obtained through the Roman retail store of which 
the .Pope ·is President and General -Manager; and that . 
which the grace of God provides for bankrupt souls, the 
Roman Church claims to monopolize, and ·to sell for a 
price .. ' Thus the Roman ,Church stands between the 
Storehouse and .the bankrupt sinner, and decree's, 

"We declare, affi"m and define that it is of nec~ssity to 
salvation for every hwman being to be subject to the 
Roman Pontiff." I 

I want a:nd need salvation .wholesale, and for nothing. 
I like a wholesale religion. The Roman ,Church is the 
'biggest racketeering organization in the world, and the 
Pope-others may ·call him "His Holiness" if they will
but I declare to you that the Pope of Rome is the biggest 
rackateer the world has ever known, professing ·to sell 
the things of ·God for a price instead of proclaiming the 
freedom of sovereign grace to all. May the Lord help 
us all to co~e directly to Christ! Do nat come to -me, 
to the Church, to any preacher or any priest, with the 
idea that it is within the power of any human individual 
or organization to saye a soul. All you need to do, if you 
are not a Christian, is to let your heart cry out ,to God, 
·as y!>u are sittiJlg there in' that pew, IGod, ·be merciful 
to me a sinner-and you shall go down to your house 
justified. 

Baptism and the Lord's Supper h~ve their' place, but. 
'neither of them is made Ii ·condition of ·salvation. Indeed, 
they have no proper place in any life until the individual 
soul has been regenerated by the power of the Holy 
Ghost through faith in Jesus Christ. T.he· faith that 
appropriates the merit of Jesus 'Christ alone is the one 
thing that is indispensable to salvation. /M;ay the Lo~d 
help us to take the sh~rt cut, as the Irishman did, and get 
past the church, the prieS't, the bishop, the cardinal, 
and the Pope-and. go to the Lord Jesus Christ Himself! 

-' 
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Bible School Lesson Outline-

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

Vol. 4 Fourth Quarter Lesson 43 

ISRAEL \ REBUKED 
Lesson Text: J·udges 2. 

October 27th. 1940 

Golden Text: "Nevertheless the Lord raised up judges, which 
"\. delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled 

them"-Judges 2:16. 
For Reading: Judges I, 3. , 
I. The Word of the Lord in Coneetion-=-verses 1 to 13. 

T,he Lord was jus tidied in. rebuking .the children of Israel 
for their sins. In spi,te of His unfaiHni love and faithfulness 
('Gen. 17:7; Psa. 89:34), they had disregarded His explicit 
command (Exoc:l. 23: 20-33; Deut. 7:1-5). Tribe after tribe 
had dealt leniently wi.th the 'heathen nations whom God had 
ordered should .be ·completely destroyed (Judg. 1 :27-33). 
Sufficient warning had been given to Israel regarding the 

• peril M idolatry (Deut. 12:29-31; 13:1-11), so that they, were 
without excuse (Rom. 1:20; 2:1; 3:19). The Lord is just in 
all His judgments (Psa. 19:9; 51:4; Rom. 3:4). 

The Word of the Lord is powerful, and profi.ta:ble for re
proof and correction (2 Tim: 3:16; Heb. 4:12, 13)·. The 
reprimand given 'by the angel went home to the heal'lts of the 
·people. However, in view of their failure to forsake their 
sin, we '.conclude that they had not sorrowed, to repentance 
(2 ,Sam. 12:13; Matt, 26:76; 2 'Cor. 7: 9, 10). One may rP.gret 
the results of his sin and 'be remorseful, w:ithou·t being 're-
pentant. . ' 

The people had served ,God all the days of Joshua and ·the 
elders who had seen the goodness of the Lord (Josh. 24: 
28-31), but now a new generation had arisen, a generation of 
men who knew not the Lord {Exod. 1:8; 5:2). Someone had 
:forgotten to tell his children about God, and thus the chain 
of holy fellowship had been broken (Exod. 13:~, 14; Deut. 6: 
20, 21; 32:7; J·osh-. 4:21, 22; Psa. 78: 2-'8). Future genera
.tions will su·rely reap the harvest of the carelessness 'and. 
godlessness of this one. . . . 

Man is incurably religious. If he departs f·rom the living 
Lord, ·he will worship and serve false gods' (Josh. 24:15; 
'Matt.· 6:24). The children of Isr.ael forsook Jehovah,' and 
turned to the worship of !Baal and Ashtaroth. .Baal was the 
principal male god of the Phoenicians (Num. 25:3; 1 Kings 
16:'31-33; 18:19, 22; '2 Kings 17:16), while ·Ashtaroth or Ash
toreth, "the queen of heaven", called Astarte by the Greeks, 
Was their chief goddess (1 Kings 11:5, 33; 2 Kings 23:13; 
Jer. 44:17. 25). . 

II. The Hand of the Lord in Chastening-verses 14 to 23. 
The Lord loves H1s people _too well to allow them to con

tinue in an evil course with impunity ('Deut. 8:6: Job. 6:17, 18; 
Psa. 94:12; Heb. 12:6-11). It is a.merciful Providence which 
ordains that disobedience leads'ineyitably to disaster (1 Pet. 
2:8). The way of the transgressor is hard (Prov. 13:16). 
The hand of .the 'Lord was u'pon His people for evil. and 
·without His protection and help they experienced defeat, 
slavery, loss and distress' (Lev. 26:17; Deut. 28:1'5-68). 

Nevertheless, the .Lord had not forgotten to be gracious 
(Psa. 34: 18; 51:17; Isa, 54:7, 8).. Although men deny Him, 
He rema·ins faithful (Rom. 3:3; 2 Tim. 2:13). According to 
His promise He sent judges to deliver theI·sraelites from the 
hands of their captors, when His people called upon' Him 
·(Lev. 26:40-45; Deut. 4:25-31: 1 Kings 8:33, 34). So did He 
rescue unworthy man from· the ·bondage of sin' and Satan 
(John 8:36: Rom. 6:18; 8:2; Gal. 5:1). . 

The history of Israel in the time of the judges is summed 
up in verses ·sixteen to nineteen. -Degeneracy, servitude, 
return and deliverance followed one another in continuous 
succession. ISeven great oppressions and seven major de
liverances are recorded in this book. The ,history of the 
Christian church has followed a similar course, periods o.f 
declension alternating with periods of revival. Likewise, in
dividuals are found sometimes .rejoicing on the mountains of 
blessing, and sometimes weepin~ in the valley of humiliation. 

The ISl'aeliotes paid no heed to the restraining voice and 
hand of the [.ord,butpersisted in their evil ways. -So intent 
were they upon follo,wing their own course that the Lord 

was :finally compelled to leave them ·to themselves. It'was as 
though He said, "Because you will not drive out these wicked 
nations, neither shan ·1 drive them out." Woe betide the 
stubborn one whom .the Lord suffers to continue in his own 
wilful way (Psa. 78:29-33; 81:12; 106:15; Acts 7:42; Rom. 
1:28). Bring home to the hear,ts of the young people the 
folly of resisting the Spirit of 'God, Who would turn them 
back from wreck and ruin. 

Notwithstanding the fact ·that the presence of ·the heathen 
nations in the midst of Israel was caused .by the disobedience 
of His people, God ordered events in such a way that these 
nations should fultfil His own purpose. They were ·a·s a rod 
to punish, 'but ·also to discIpline Israel in a three-fold manner. 
They would serve ,to test the sincerity ·and faith of tlie 
Israelites (.Deut.·8:2, 16: Judg. 2:22, 23; 3:1,4); they would 
be as thorns to prick the pride of the Jews and keep them 
humble (Judg. 2:'3: 2 ,Cor. 12:7); they would make it !leces
sary for each generation of Israel to learn the lessons of 
war, 'such as .the folly of sin and disobedience, the need of 
repentance, faith and cQurage. and the all-sufficiency of God 
·~isa. 26:9). 

"BY THE GRACE OF GOD, AND ~HE NAVY, WE EAT" 
iLondon, Oct. 16--('CP)-Lord Woolton, minister of food, 

offered a new grace today at the national defence committee 
,lu·neheon: "By the grace of God and the vi·gilanee of the 
Royal Navy, the courage of the mercantile marme, the de
vOition of dock lalbourers and transport workers and food 
'1n"aders, and the patiel'llt efforts of farmers, these good things 
have 'been brou·ghit; to our obable, 'and for these benefits we 
thank God." 
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