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"And it came to pass after this that there arose war ~t Gezer with the Philistines; 
at· which time Sibbechai the Hushathite slew Sippai, that was of the children of the 
giant: and they viere subdued. .~ 

"And there was war again with the Philistines; and Elhanan the son of J air slew 
Lahmi the brother of GoUath the Gittite, whose spear staff ~as like a weaver's beam. 

"And yet again there was war at Gath~ where was a man of great stature, whose 
fingers and toes were four and twenty, six on each hand, and six on each foot: and 
he also was the son of the giant. . . _ . . 

"But when he defied Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimea David's brother slew him. 
"These were born unto tne giant jn Gath; and they fell by the hand of David, and 

by the hand of hi!! sel'V'ants."-1 Chronicles 20:4-8. 

According to some aC,counts this last week has been a 
very black one for Britain. It would appear tha.t .we must 
have ·been at some ti-me very busy, and very expert in the 
construction of new ships; for the reason that about 
twice the number of ships· we were supposed to· possess 
have already ·been destroyed! Our airplanes also must 
have acquired a cer-tain kind of immortality, f()r Berlin 
has infor.med us of their wholeS8!le destructi()n: not
withstanding most of thos~ alleged ·to have been de
stroyed have returned safely to their· bases. 

.It has been reported also there has been great destruc
tion in the London area. Some places have been named 
as having been reduced to a heap· of rubble, while the 

. people living in these places have reported that they have 
not so much as heard the sound of an airplane! 

Be tIiat as it. may, the news of these overwhelming 
disasters has not yet reached London, either officially or 
privately. It really ,looks as though someone·were whistl
ing· to keep his courage up--or to tr~ to put ours down. 

I do not suppose -that Hitler has yet done his worst, 
. but h·e has at"least tried to do a great deal; ·and he· has 
had some measure of success. I am inclined "to think 
that a dictator's reputation may resemble in some re
spects . a ·balloon inflated .to great pressure, the intense 
inflatiol!- of which· renders "it all -the more susceptible to 

a quick and cOmplete collapse from. a single puncture. 
At last the record of s.uceess of this tyrant has been 
broken; and for the fir-st time since he began he has 
failed to fulfil l1is .boast. By all accounts he has not yet 
arrived in London: Sometimes· it is reported officially 
-that certain -ships are "overdue", and when they are· 
long overdue the communique says. they must be "pre
sumed to be lost". Hitler is not long overdue, and it 
would be· an exaggeration to say .that he may· be '~pre
sumed" to have completely . failed ; but at least his 
proposed and predicted programme of conquest is some
what ·behind ·its time-schedule. At this point he has so· 
far failed, and I am inclined to believe that he will con
tinue to fail. There may be eddies in: the stream, wliic1;J 
wiU give him temporary successes; but sooner or .Iater 
we shall sing the song of victory. 

I hope you wii)} all register to-morrow, and register 
early. National registrati()n is at lea!)t a year late. I 
understand there is a question to the effect, "What other 
work can you do weU"? I understand the Premier filled 
in .that question by saying that lie could serve as Leader 
of the Opposition. I think I shall answer that question· 
to-morrow by saying, "I could very easily improve upon 
the work of the present Premier of Canada." I sup
ported Mr. King at the last election, and I hoped that 
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the responsibilities of the situation would lead him and use attempting to identify Antichrist at any, time, and 
his ministerl\ to sqyare their shoulders' to do their it was equ'ally useless to look for any 'signs of, 'bis ,com
utmost. They have done something, they 'are doing more ing, for' s~id ,this man, "There will be no Antihhrist, he 
than, they were; ~ut viewing the administration as a will not even cast his s~adow over the earth, until ~he 
whole, as 'a Canadian, I am ashamed of the whole aggre:.. ' redeemed people of God have ,been takeri away." It is 

, gation. - We ought to be getting ready to carry the war qifficult to conceive of more unscriptural teaching than 
into ,Europe, and to Berlin. It will never be finished that. I know of not a solitary word of Scripture to sup~ 

, "until we do; and we ought to have al,l army of seve~al por.t it; from beginning to end, eit , is a human invention. 
hundred thousand men in training in Canada to be ready "Already", said John in the New-Testament, "there are 

, for the day of adv'ance. ' llllallY antichrists"; and he must be spiritually blind, 
, The'mad man of Europe has' roared upon 'us with his he' Jl!.ust surely have been inoculated with some kind 

'shrieking bombs"to try to terrify us with all his man- of religious narcotic, productive of a mental delusion, 
ifest fury and anger and we are' inclined to ask, "What who can look upOn the· world in our day, or read the 

, next?" Or as, Mr. Churchill, in a recent cartoon was history of yesterday without seeing e~erywhere evidence 
" represented as saying 'as he leaned on the! rail of a war- of the pre8'enc~ in the world of principles and 'person-

, -, ' ship and looked toward Europe, ",So' what ?" alities and movements and great organizations that are 
, What next? One British official said last night that ,anti-chri~ian ,in their v.ery ~sence, and ~hat exist' to 

, notwithstanding Germany'iS attempts to terrify us, it has 'fight agaInst God and HIS Christ. 
,had the effect of making us shake o).lr' ,fists but not our ' "Why, do the heathen rag~, and the people imagine, a 
knees! I cannot say that I shall take ,you to London this, vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves; and 
evening, but I shall try to take you to a sphere of battle~ t,he rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and 
of successive conflicts, so that we Illlay _ se~ once again against his 'anointed, ,saying, Let us break their bands 
why battles are fO,ug.bt; and how victories are won. asunder, and cast away their cords from us.:' That is 

, not future prophecy merely: it is future prophecy, but 
I. it is a prop'hecy that has already been historically ful-

The next text I have read to you is the story of A. filled,-the New Testament for it: .... They lifted up their 
PEOPLE WHO WERE CONTINUALLY AT WAR' WITH THE voice to ·God with one accord, and said, Lord thou art 
MORAL ORDER AS REPRESENTED BY THJ} PEOPLE OF GoD. God, which hast made hellven, and earth, and the sea, 
"There arose' war at Geze'r ,with the Philistines"; ":And and all that in them is: Who by" the mouth of thy 
there was war again with the Philistines"; and "yet servant David' hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and 
again there was war' at Gath." It is a brief 'account of the people imagine vain things? The kings of the earth 
three successive wat:s betw:een. the same 'people. The stood up and the rulers were gathered together against 
Philistines were the natural 'and implacable enemies of the Lord, and against 'bi-s Christ. For of a truth against 
God's people. There was nothing in common Qetween thy holy child Jesus, whom thou ha~t an'ointed, both
Ashdod and 'A,skelon on the one ,hand, and Hebron and Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles,' and the 
J'erusalem on the otlier. They spoke a different language; people of Israel, were gathered together, for to do what
they lived a different ,life; they determined their courses soever thy hand and thy, counsel determined before to 
in obedience to different conceptions of Hfe; they wor- be done." 
shipped' different Gods:' they were' as different as two Of course there were antichrists in apostolic days, and, 
peoples could possibly be. Not only were they differerit there have been an.tichrists ever since. Just as there were 
but they were wholly -incompatible with each other. They,~ forerunners of Chriet in the Old Testament era, so there 
were natural and irreconcilable enemies. There was no were anti-Christian, anti-God, anti-Jehovah movements 

, possibility 'of a truce ,between them: hence, "there arose from the very beginning, even from th'e day when Divine 
"war;'" and "there- was war again," and "yet again t~ere Justice unsheathed itsfl:aming sword at the eastern gate 
, 'was war." T,here !Was war all the time, because there of ,the garden.of Eden'; and the Bible, from Genesis to 

could be nothing but war between such moral opposites. Revelation, is an inspired r~ord of the wars of the Lord. 
, L,et me make applicafion of my principle first to spirit- The principle of the text has application to us ind~vidu-

u.al things. Fro~ the time of man's first disobedience, and a,lty. There is no discharge in this war. Every man and 
the fruit of that' forbidden tree' whose mortail taste woman here this evening belongs to one of these armies. 

, brought d~ath into the world 'and all our woe, uritil now, Spiritually, you are a Philistine or an Israelite; you are 
this world has been a theatre of war. There has never either with God or you are against lIim; yo'u are either 

: ·been pea~. There_has ·been an age-long struggle between with and for ,Christ, or you are against Him. T.here' is 
good and evil~ between light and darkness",between right- no neutral ground in this war. There are no ,neutrals 
eousness and unrighteou,sness, between liberty and en- to be found anywhere: Jesus Himself said, "I draw the 
slavemeQt, between God and the dev.il. The whole tale of line of demarcation clearly, and you stand on. one .side 
human history, whether it be' viewed, in respect to 'the or the other: He that is not for Me is against Me." 
:record of an individual life', or of a, nation, or of the' , And you are either for Christ or against Christ. The 
world at large, is one of unceasing warfare. There has batttle in your 'life is being fought ejtlier for God or 
been little' respite;' the 'battle has, been proceeding some- against ,God; either the old .man is winnirig, or ihe new 

, where all the time; and where there has been respite, it man. These hearts of ours are ,battlefields in which we 
has 'been but an armistice on the basis of compromise, must fi'ght the ,good.fi,gh:t of fa:ith continuously, and per
and in due course ,the war with the }>hilistineshas broken severe in the fight until'the end of the day when God 
out "yet ,again",' shall give us ~ complete victory. ' , 

There has always been a spirit of A£tichrist in the - Nor is there any place, in this war for conscientious 
world. A good friend told me that he heard a man say objectors, nor for any br~nd of pacijic{sm. It.is useless 

,the other day ".somewhere in Canada," that there was no to say, "I am not again~t Christ; 1 am a pa:cifici~t." 
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Pacificism in any realm, logically, philosophically, inevit~ tian church to the devil. That is· not too' strong a !ltate-
ably, inexorably, spells anarchy; which means that either ment. Appeasement, appeasement, appeasement:· that 
you enlist under the banner of righteousness or under has been the order of t~e day. 
some disguise you are fighting on the other side. You You have an exact analogy in the collapse of· France, 
cannot. take a middle course-there is no. middle course ·and the compromise and surrender of Petain anil the rest 
to ,take. In our individual life, if we are not victors, we to the enemy, to what has taken place throughout the so
are victims; if 'We are not progressively victorious, we called Christian church. . .. 
are su~ering defeat, and perhaps concealing it by a There are not wanting ministers-alas! there are 
euphonious compromise. many-who deny the authority' of scripture, who 'reject 

Some man here may say, "I do not believe that.a the Deity 'and authority of our glorious Lord; they deny 
Christian· ought to fight." I affirm on the authority of the necessity and efficacy of the precious blood; and, ·by 
God's Word that no -milD can possibly ·be a Christian implication, they make Jesus Christ the greatest blun-' 
without being a soldier. You inust fight. To profess that derer who ever came into the world, Who set His face 
you never 'fight, is to confess that yOu compromise and and died when and for that which these men of our day' 
surrender. You .are bound to be doing one thing or the say there .was and is no necessity for His or anyone's 
other. Philistines and ,I.sraelites cannot live .together in dyhig. The "appeasement" policy of Mr. Chamberlain' 
"liberty, equality, ·and fraternity." . was only a symptom: it was the policy whiC'h religion' 

T·hat is true ·also of the church 0/ Christ, of organized and labour and every other kind of organization had 
Christianity~ The' church of Christ, that is, the "visible adopted toward nearly all aggressive evils. Instead of. 
church,".used to ·be called the "church militant" .. That standing up to t1!-em and meeting them, and fight~ng 
.is to say, it was a church that was aggressive; it pressed them, they "appeased" and "appeased" until nearly 
the battle to the gate; .it fought the battles of the LOrd; everything was gone; wh~n God in His mercy broug;ht to. 
it never lowered the standard; its face was resolutely the Premiership a man who has been through the years. 
set ·against all evil. The apostolic church wail an army a voice crying in the wilderness, despised. and rejected 
on the march in which every one whose citizenship was by pacificists of every brand. 
in heaven was mobilized and armed for. the conflict. It The' biggest task of my life for the las1" twenty years 
was' a "total war" as we now say; for everybody wa~ has been to retain some semblance of respect for certain 
in it. types of ministerial human nature. I have. met inore' 

'The militant :figure -abounds.in the Ne~ Testament. traitors. more betrayers, more cowards, more fifth col
We are to' "endure hardness as good soldIers of. Jesus umnists in the ministry than I have met among, ·non
Christ". " ~~ are to "put on the whole. a~our of God". ' ,professors. That is why the ~inistry i~. at _ su~h a low 
We are to fiSlht the .good fi·ght of. faIth. We are to ebb: Modernism has taken the protest out of- Protestant-

. "resist.the devil". We ~re to ass,ume a positive attitude: ism. Men had to fight in days gone by. In the days of 
we ,are to "·abhor that which is evil, and cleave to that Luther and thereafter there was the Reformation. That, 
which : i~ gOO~;:' Tr':le Christianity is positive, activ~, was ch~pter one! "The~e arose war with the Philistines~'" .' 
aggressIve, mlhtant; It goes out t~ meet the fo.e. It d?es But people have forgotten that ,"again": "Again there 
not stand .merely. on the defensIve; there IS nothmg was war with the Philistines." 
pacific about·it. • . ..' , h' h I 

The church of Jesus 'Christ ,has 'prospered 'in the I cl!-ll attentIon. once agam to a matter to .w IC 
measure in which -it ha's been militant. How men have allu.ded Thur,sday. I do not know how to express .my, 
had to fight in days gone by! Do you know why we have indignati?n a~inst it. A Judge o~ the Su~erior Court of, 
this Bible? Do you know who was the real human author Que?ec, m a.n add.Tess to a servIce c~ub 10 Montreal--:
of this English Version? A man who was ·burned at the I.. wlll menbon hIS na~e, Mr. ~ustlCe Surve~er-ex
stake. If the church· of Christ had had the kind of horted' the peop'le to th10k charItably of Petam;. an~ 
pacificists in· days gone by, that have enfeebled and par- slllid that the ?ooly soverei~n in the world, wh~ seem~d 
alyzed the church. of Christ to-day, there would not have a:bIe .to apprecIate .the Petam Gov~rnI?ent and Its ~our~~ 
been any church, there would have been no Bi'ble. If the was tpe 1?ope of Rome. ~he Pope IS the only sovereIgn 10 
present attitude of smug complacency: and compromise, the w?rld a:ble to apprecIate that basest !lct of trea:!hery 
with' and, perpetual "appeasement" of evil, is th~ atti- of whIch the world has a~y record, Iscarlot alone ex\!ept
tude divinely prescribed,' the martyrs were mistaken ed. A Judge o,f the~~uperlo~ Court of Quebec dares to say 
zealots and the martyr fires were the pyres of fools; :that un~~r th~ ~rltish flag, an~, dl!-res to call Gene~~l.~e 
because literally millions of men and women have given Gaulle a sold'ler of f~rtun.e.. Thou~h. the BrItIsh 
their lives that this light of truth might continue to i1~ Government has recognlzed hIm and hiS. fre~ French- • 
lumine the world, and that the liberty wherewith Christ m~n, o,ur own ~~v~~nment, always s~preme~y c~nc~rned 
makes men free might not perish from the earth. ·for the susceptliblhtIes of the R<,>man Cathohc Hlerar~hy 

I d th b ttl t 'll It h be n fo of Quebec, allows the representative of .this traitor n our ay e a e s· I rages. as en 0 r G . f F . . 0 .' 
many a year for this Bible. There are those who say, ~vernm~nt. 0 r~nce to remam. ~n, . ttawa, to] enjoy 
"I do not believe in controversy." You cannot be loyal d'lploma~lc .lmmu.nlty, and t~ hold dl;,ect u~ce~~so.red 
,to Christ w~~hout .being' a ~on.troversialist. I def~ ~ny ~ommunl(;,a~IOn WIth the only so-c~lled so~erelgn. ,~who 
man to be true to the prmclples of revealed rehglon underis~ndis .the treachery of pe~,aID. War. Yes, and 
without being a warrior for God, for the simple reason yet ·agam there was war at Gath . 
that a war· has ·been declared against everything for .... Surely there :is need in our day to recognize that even 
which the ,Christian church stands. We .have had men, in the relig.ious realm, ·if we would stand for tru~h and 
fifth c,olumnists in the church, traitors of every variety, rig.hteousness, we must wage war. 
wearing their· gowns ·and boasting, of their degrees and Wherever the church has compromised, there has 
occupying official positions, who ·have soJd out the Chris- been defeat. I know we i~ this place are looked up~n 
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as being militant. We are! I ma:ke no apology for it. 
In the measure in which this churoh responds to its· 
·Pastor's teachhig, it is a marching army, with' sword 
unsheathed against all evil, and everylf;hing that is 
con.trary to the will of God ~s revearled in His Word. 
We wi'lol not compromise, wI? w.iJI not surrender .. There 
is only one way out, and fthat is to fight through to 
victory. 

Here and in England too it has .been the policy of a 
large part of" the. professing P·rotestant church to ac

. quiesce in Rome's aggressions. 
The Church of Rome is ceaselessly at war with Biblical 

Christianity and against every free state and. against ~II 
free institutions in Canada and in Britain, and I say 
again, we need to be on our guard, and do -ba~t1e against 
this aggressive, and subtle foe that u$ual~y fights under 
disguise. 

We have the fruit of this sort of -thing in the .present . 
war. Prussianism has "been the curse of Europe' lor 
over a hundred years. There were some good e'lements 
in ,Germany-I do not 'know that there was ever much 
that was good in Prussia. The better Germany of which 
we hear was not Pruss'ia: The German sta·tes became 
Prussianized and imbued with the military passion of 
Prussia, until Germany became like a 'bit of the jungle 
left in the heart of a civilized' world, whose obeasts of prey 
howI.ed at the door of every civHized state. How long 
should we suff·er surch a thing? A man-eating tiger is 
a dangerous beast to have at large. Our :task is to destroy 
the tiger. . 

Do not blame Hi-tier for everything. Hitler is only a 
symptom of a disease that has infected an entire people. 
En,t'ire? Of cou·r.se I mean in general; there are bles·sed· 
exceptions to th,e rouI-e. 

II. 

Observe further: THESE PHILISTINES IN THEIR SUCCES
SIVE WARS, WERE ALWAYS CHAMPlON~ BY A ·GIANT; AND 
ALWAYS THEY EMPLOYED UNUSUAL WEAPONS WHICH No
BODY ELSE 'COULD HAVE. USED. 

It is very unwi.se and 1JeT1J dangerous to underesti
mate the power of the enemy. I fear we are inclined 
to do that "just now in respect ·to Italy. We had .bet
ter be careful at that point. T·he safer thing is to 
assume that Italy is alI but invincible, and prepare to 
meet 'her as such. Britain has made 'many mistakes in 
that respect. Britons are said to be very modest, but 
'British conceit has lost about as many 'battles as British 
valour has won. British Government~ in time past have 
seqt a few men to do what required a regiment. Man 
for man they were equal to their opponents, but were 

• usually hopelessly otit-nu·mbered. They suffered defeat 
until gradually it dawned upon the Government ·at home 
that perhaps she had a formidable foe to fight, and 
sent a sufficient army. That was true in Egypt,. in 
the Soudan, in South, Africa; it was true 'of ·the last 
war. We sent General French's "contemptible little' 
army", as the Kaiser ca.lIed'it. Of course, it was all we 
had, and some foolishly supposed it was enough. In that 
partic~lar case it was to our cre4·it that we had so few 
and proved conclusively that we did not plan or provoke 
the war. 

The same is true of Qur spiritual conflict. We must 
not underrate the power of evil: it is always championed 
by a giant/People speak lightly of dignitaries; and speak 

'of the devil as thoug·h he were someone who could be· 
lightly treated. But even an archangel was afraid of the 0 

devil; and when disputing with him about the body of 
Moses, said, "The Lord rebuke thee, Satan." He recog
nized the devil was too much for him, and he called down 
Heaven's ·help. The devil is too' much for us. We need God 
every day we live. Sin is too much for ..JI's. I have known 
men who have said, "I will conquer this", speaking of 
.some fault-untruthfulness, addiction ·to aome .form of 
carnal appetite, subject to some worldly 'ambition, or to a 
disposition to avarice, perh~ps. The man had come to see 
it was. wrong and -said, "I can easily overcome that"--t'but 
he found thel"e was war with Philistia, and war yet 
again; and that as often -as he went out to battle he had 
to fight one of the giants. of 'Gath. Oh, the number of 
men who have come to me, not with chins up, but with 
heads down, confessing they were beaten by a power 
greater than themselves. - . 

"0 wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from 
the .body of this death?" So spake a valiant soldier-who 
never turned his back upon the foe; but who knew he 
was fighting a tremendous battle against the power of 
evil. Who of us has not discovered it? When you try 
to correct these evil-s you euphemistically call "irregulari
.ties," or "defection from duty"--or "weaknesses';; have 
~u not always discovered as that evil approached that 
the sound. of its masters feet was behihd it, that the 

. power of hell was in it? Philistines were not people who 
could be lightly regarded; neither are the spiritual 
Philistines against whom we must wage continuous war. 

Attempt any sort of warfare in behalf of religious 
truth, and you will fi~d the same to be true. I remember 
years ago-you will not misunderstand me if I say that 
it was at a time when I was not altogether inco~spicu~ 
ous in the denomination to which I belong. I knew hun
dreds of m~nisters all over this country. I knew that so 
far as their theory of things was concerned, their in
tellectual conception of religious truth, their belief of the 

\ doctrines of grace, their view of the grea,t Bible verities 
of Evangelical Christianity,· they were sound. They were 
not Modernists;· they did not preaeh 'Modernism; they 
had no sympathy with it. When I saw that Modernism 
was coming into our denomination, -that it was pouring 
into the Univ~rsity and was getting into the Boards, 
that- the fifth columnists were active everywhere and we 
were going to be led to collapse, in respect to evangeli
.calism, I said to myself, All I shall hav~ to do is to in
form these men. T.hey are good men, sound men, and 
will stand like a rock for the things that are right. That 

. is what I believed, believed with all my heart. I believed 
in my brethren, believed them to be -soldiers all. I said, 
.We shall require oO'ly to state the case for "the faith 
once for all delivered to the saints" and we shall need 
no conscription, but an overwhelming ·voluntary army 
will mobilize itself and march to victory~ . 

For, on the other hand, the confessed Modernists were 
numerically few. I did not think they were very strong 
in ·our Convention, and·I said, With thls great. army 
against that handful, we shaH have a great victory .. But 
what did I find? All that is now being done to bring. 
sO'caHed European "neutrals" within the Berlin-Rome 
axis was done then. Men were en.ticed or -·cajoled, or, 
with subtility, bribed, or threatened, or taken under J 

somebody's "protection". I saw them in ·Convention by 
the wholesale vote for the things that they personally 
had loudly repudia:ted. Why? "Appeasement", com-
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promise, fear of ,the loss of caste or position, or fear of 
incurring - the displeasure of 'someone else. And the 
enemies of the Book took advantage of it, and walked 
in-just as they did into· Holland and Belgiu~. Not be
cause everyone was sympathetic to the enemy, ·but be
cause they had not the courage to stand out against it. 
And when-at last the battle was set in array, the enemy 
forces were always led by some kind of a giant, a finan
cial giant, or a social giant, or an intellectual or scholas
tic giant--this latter Goli-ath was usua.JIy a mediocrity 
fictitious'ly elevated to the stature of a ·g,iant on stilts by 
degrees. But always we were challenged 'to surrender 
by the threat of a man of measure in Gath. . 

Did you ev~r try your hand at any ,kind of moral re
form? We have eleven trapdoors to the pit within two 
blocks of this church, licensed by the Ontario Govern'
ment.· They exist to make wicked men rich, to pay rev
enue to the' Government, and to destroy thousands of 
people body and soul. When I had ,less experience, I 
thought" we had only to explain that to people and we 
should be able to corr~ct the evil. What did we find? 
Always ~hat we were face to face with a giant; always . 
a man of measure in Gath'who said, "Come to me, and I 
will give' your flesh to the fowls of the air." . 

There were men who thought there were· some eco
nomic injustices in this country. They did not think it 
was right for employers to -take advantage of the de~ 
pression to squeeze the Ia:st drop of, blood out of their 
employees. Our heroic Government appointed a Royal 
Commission to investigate, and when they found that 
men had made millions and millions out of the blood of 

. helpiess employees who wer~ afraid to protest for fear 
of losing their jobs, what did the Government do? 

. N ptliing!' Why? . Because behind that there was a finan
cial giant, "a man of great stature", whose ·spear staff 
was like 'a weaver's beam. Try to uproot any evil, and 
see how strongly entrenched it is., It is like a rather 
weak-looking shrub in my. garden which I thought a 

-cumberer of the ground. I thought I could puB it up 
like a supemcial weed; only to discover its roots were 
deep and widely spread, anc:l tha~ only by digging a deep 
pit could the tap-root be at last dislodged. Behind what 
seem' to be individual and superficial evils we lea·rn at 
last the forces of darkness, marshalled by a giant, stand 
entrenched and at arms. Be the theatres of conflict small 
or great it is always the same. "The strong man armed 
keepeth his palace, and his goods are in peace." 

. ~ or 'mus't we a8sum,e that 'Victory can be secured by 
the conques"t of one giant. Philistia bred giants. There 
was a succession of them.' As soon as one was felled, up 
stood another, head and shoulders above his fellows. 

them, but they' are giants. Frederick the Great" had not 
quite so many devils in him as Hitler has, perhaps, but 
he was a demon, a 'vicious, murderous, unscrupulous man. 
Bismarck, the "Iron Chancellor", was a shrewd man. 
Not quite so crude, and flagrantly barbarous as Hitler; 
but he was made of iron, -and trampled much of Europe 
under his iron heel. Might was right to Bismark. He stop
ped ~efore going too far, perhaps; but he had no scruples; 
and he had men of the same order in his army, who were 
men of military genius. When the Franco-Prussian War 
began, everything was in order, everything ,ready to 
the last detail for the sU'bjugation of France. In the last 
war we had the Kaiser. He was no weakling; he was a 

·shrewd man. I did not like him either! If I had had 
my way, he would have departed this life long ago .. 
There were other men like Hindenburg and Ludendorff. 
No one could ma'ke li-ght of that great army of the Philis
tines against which we,'had to fight. G~ants? ~es, and 
more giants, and still more giants. There was .no end 
to them. ,And now it is Hitler. He is a bad man, and 
a very dangerous one, but a man of extraordinary 
genius. I am sure the devil does his thinking for him. 
I have not the slightest .doubt that 'he is a demon-
possessed man. There is something superhuman about 
him. So there is about Mussolini and Stalin. 

T'hink of those fo~ces of Devil to-day. Think of the 
evil in Russia, in -Gennany, in Italy. We must not de
spise the enemy. 'Nor are they alone. You have not won 
when .you have conquered Hitler. There is another of 
whom people think as a man of appetite, a big fat man. 
calied Goering. He ,is a man of.., great ,genius too. So 
is Goebbell;!. Nobody in the world can lie like .that man . 
They have even Big Ben scared out of its wits! Big Ben 
struck thirteen at twelve o'clock because of the shock of 
the bombs! And ·that not being enough, after a While, 
they had Big Ben striking seventeen! There are gigan
tic ·lia·rs in. PhiUsti-a, and everyone in his' way a geniu~. 
It is'. significa.nt that the three totalitarian powers
utter-ly lawless in their ideologi~s, are led by three· 
gwmts-Hitler, M'l18Solini and .Stalin. And' I might add 

. a fourth mighty power for ev·il with 'another giant at its 
head, the Philistine Church of the }Jope. 

it requires less skill to destroy a thing. than to make . 
it. Any fool can burn· a house down: it requires an 
architect and s'killed men to build it. Anyone can de
stroy civilization: it requires all kinds of genius to re
construct it. The Philistines were experts in the busi
ness of destruction. So is Gennany. But no permanent 
state iWas ever built ,by force. Force may pluck up, and 
cast down and destroy; it can neve~ permanently plant\ 
and b,uild up, and establish. 

,: It was a'land of gian~s, of great men, of great warriors. 
1'hey were bred for war, and everyone, like Goliath, 
was "a man of war from his youth." So is it always in 
the ·camp of the devil. Do not laugh at the enemy if 
yoil would be victorious': We have a hard fight ahead oj 
us as individuals. Arid as we try to "put off the old 
man", we shall find the old' man a giant 'with the strength 
of youth., And as often as you gain the victory over any 
individual sin, you wiil find in the next battle the com
mand has ~n taken over by another giant equally 
mighty .. 

And it is true of the present conflict. Germany is the. 
"land of genius; and they are not all poets and musicians. 
Germany is a land of giants. I do not like the look of 

In all these spheres you will find that giants employ 
unusual weapons. Big as they were, their weapons were 
tremendous. IGoliath was so big one would have thought 
he cou,ld have fought bare-handed,. but he had a helmet 
of brass upon his head,· was ar~ed with a c~at of mail, . 

. "and the weig,ht. of ,the coat was five thousand shekels . 
of. 'brass. Hehad.greaves of brass upon ·~is legs, and a 
tar.get of brass 'between ,his shoulders. And the staff of .. 
his spear was Hke ·a weaver's beam; and his spear's head 
wei'ghed six hundred shekels of iron: ~nd one bearing a 
shield went before him." Brave man!' Of the' ghmts 
of my text it is'said of the first ;he was of the children 
of the giant; of the second, "whose spear staff was like' 
a weaver's ;beam"; and of the third, that he was a man 
of measure of Gath, and had six fingers on each hand, 

/ 
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and six toes on each foot. How in the world are you grace doth much ~ore abound; so that the true believer 
going to compete with .that? . . is a,ble to say, '''Thanq be t() God who always causes us 

I heard of a musician who Wl"ote a composition which - to triumph in Christ Jesus." 
he said no one ·but 'himself could possibly play. There This has been true· also in the church. God finds ~ 
were some who accepted his challenge and tried t'? play Luther to match the Pope, and a Wesley to match the 
the score, ,but when both hands were. engaged at each rampant deism and moral decay of his time. He ha's 
end of the ,keyboard, .t!tere was a note in the middle that always been able t() prepare men for the task to be dQne. 
required striking. When later the comPoser himself play- He wiH do it again. The succession of the prophets is 
ed it, when he came to the central note he struck it. with not ended. N()r are leaders of God's purposes in church 
his nose! The devil has an extra finger and an extra toe. or .state ever :Jacking: "The Lord spake unto J.oshua the 
All evil-doers have-metaphorically, of course. You can- son of Nun, Moses' minister, saYing, Moses my servant 
not play the devil's score. It is well to remember that is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan." It 
in :fi..ghting a foe like Germany, there are some things has been arid still will be true of our British Empire. 
which they do, that we cannot. They can bomb helpless At the"beginning of the last war, Mr. Asquith, who was 
women and children: we cannot do that. T,hat is their a good man for ·peace, said, ''Wait and see." Then there. 
extra toe! They lie in such a way that Beelzebub· is came to the front the valiant Lloyd-George who did more 
ashamed of them: we cannot do that. They can use all to win the war than ·any other one man. He has made' 
sorts Gf. devices .to· defeat us to which: we could never so many mistakes since, he oQviously could not win an
resort. other war, but he was the man for that greit hour. Then 

Spiritually, how utterly stupi4 it· is to try to· meet the we began to w()nder how we were gOi¥ to meet the 
devil on his own ·ground. I read to-day the report of a gial'l.ts of Philistia of this day-but God had prepared 
certain church, giving an account ()f its lawn tennis club, another man, as great as Lloyd Geo.rge, who seems equal 
its· baseball club, and all kinds of clubs. There is to every emergency; and soon the giants will begin to' 
no harm in these things .themselves. ·But you cannot lick the dust.' And why not? If God could prepare a 
charm the devil out of a man with music, nor beat him 'great fish to swaUow .. a rebellious prophet, He can ·pre-· 
with a: baseball 'bat ! Even Saul recognized the principle. pare a leader and a people, and an army and a navy, and .. 
David came 'and played before him' on . his harp, and the and. airforce adequate to vanquish hell's greatest -
devil went out o.f Jlim--!but he came back. My point is offensive. 
simp,ly this, that when you a're 'dealing with evil powers, 
you must meet them on other ,grourid, if you are to· be 
successful. The church cannot compete with the theatre, 
or with any athlletic dub. In that realm the twelve
fingered man wiU ,get the ·better ()f u.s always.' Oh, 
when,· when will preachers and churches ,learn that 
thouglh w~ walk in the flesh we do not war after the 
flesh. For the. weapons of our warfare are n9t carnal, 
but mighty thr()ugh God to the puUing down of strong
holds; casting down ima'gination arid every high thing 
th:at exalteth itself against the ,knowledge of God, and 
bringing. into captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ"? . 

Ill. 

In every case, As OFTEN AS A GIANT STOOD Up IN 
PHILISTIA, GOD FOUND A ,MATCH FOR.HIM IN ISRAEL. As 
surely as there was a succession of Goliaths, so there was 
a succession of Davids. As surely as there were spear 
staffs 'Ji.ke a weaver's ibeam, so there were men with. sling 
and stone, or some other weapon in Israel who could slay 
the giant. If Lahini succeeded ISippai, and another man of . 
measure· succeeded lJahmi in Ph Hi sti a, God saw 'to it 
that Sibbechai should be succeeded ,by Elhanan, and that 
Elhanan should Ib~ succeeded ,by Jonathan the son Of 

, Shimea, in Israel. . . 
Read the story of these successive wa·rs, 'and it is a 

record of slJiCcessive victories for the' cau.se of righteous
ness. Every time God found someone to meet the emer
gency .. In every conflict of life, 'God will give you ·grace 
according' to you·r day. If you have a ·,rough road to 
travel, He will give you shoes ()f iron ·and brass; if you 
have to go into. the furnace, He will go with you; if you 
must ·go into the den of lions, He will shut the lions' 
mouths. T·here is always a supply of grace for every 
trial in the Ohristian life; GOd matches every Gargan
tuan evil with a' gigantic Grace: where sin abounds, 

IV. 

/ I remind you that ALL THIS WAS ACCOMPLISHEIl BY 
·MEN WHO WERE RELATED TO i\ COMMON. SOURCE OF 
STRENGTH. All the giants. of Philistia, "'were born ~nto 
the giant in Gath." They all belonged to the same 
wicked family; and they all fell by the hand of David 
and ,his servants. Their _ conquerors belonged to' the 
same family ()f victors too. David slew Goliath, the father 
of all the giants of Gath, and' they all fell by the hand' 
of David's servants who derived strength and hispiration 
from their relation to David and from his example. Thus 
did our glorious and invincible David lay our great ad- . 
versary low; and in His conquest of Satan He achieved 
a potential victory for all who are related to Him by 

. faith. It is ever so. The war is waged by the chilClren 
of the wicked and against the children of God. And. it 
is only through great David's greater 'Son we can win the 
victory individually. Only by His power can we bring 
the giant down. 

And the principle holds in our national conflict. . It is 
only as we abide by the principles of our holy religion, 
keep our hands clean,and fight as men who are ready. to 
die. f()r righteousness, that we shall succeed. That being 
so, in the end of the ,day, all .the giants must fall, and· vic
~ory will be ours. There will be another chapter written, 
above .as well as here, which w-ill certify that evil does 
not pay. In the end, righteousness must triumph. Let 
us pray that it may be so. Lerus endeavour, as .God 
gives us grace, to play ourpaz:t iil the great conftirt of 
life, remembering always . 

/ 

"Did we 1n our Qwn strength confide, 
Our striving would be losing; I 

Were not ~he right man on our. side' 
The Man of God's own choosing. 

Dost ask who that may !be? 
Ohrist Jesus, i.t is He! 

'. 'Lord Sabaoth is His name, 
From age to age the same: . 

And He must win the battle." 

" 
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NEWS FROM FRANCE 

,. By W; S. Whitcombe 
, 

France is not dead, though she is heLpless for the moment, 
stunned by a blow from the mailed fist of tyranny and stab-

· bed In ,the back by a mercenary assassin. The precise causes 
of her coll~se 'we may leave to history to explain; at the 
present we know that inefficiency and corruption in high 
,p1a.ces were the reflection of comopJacency 'and indifference .... 
among ,the rank and file. And who among the democratic 
nations will throw ,the first stone? But France will rise 
again, as she has done many times before :in the course of 
,h~r. long 'and chequered history. No other'modern nation 
has suffered' ,more cruelly than,'F'rance from foreign invaders 
and from internal dissention. Invasion and revolution, stu-

~ pendous, victories, crushin'g defeats-this is her ihistory. Today 
is not the first time that exultant enemies have thought that 
they were celebrating her obsequies, only to stand by and 
witness' the renaissance of this great nation' resuming its 
place in the front rank of ,the world's culture and civilization. 
Just as the thrift of the French peasants amazed the' greedy 

· Prussian conquerors in .1870, so will the recuperative powers 
of pr~sent day France assert themselves again .to the greater 
amazement of Nazi Germany. Hitler is quite incapable of 
'understanding France or he would read the prophe~y of his 
,own future in the history of the Fourteenth of July-
'France's national holiday in celebration of the overthrow of 
the great Bastille Dungeon by a mob of angry French women. 

, Those modern Bastilles-concentraltion camps ,and the whole 
, system built upon them-will come tumbling down in ruins 

about Hitler's ears when the French nation is thoroughly' 
awakened from its stupor. But in the meantime France is 
hamstrung by a line from,the Atlantic to the,A'lps, and when 
the' invader wishes a chang~ of policy he draws the line a 
li1:tle more tightly. v 

What of our Baptist brethren in France and Belgiumf 
That ,question has come frequently into the minds of our 
l'eaders who have followed the work of Mr. Dubarry and his 
associates through the reports appearing from time to time 
ill these columns. At last we' have news of them. .Direct 
comm1jnication is cut off, ,but through friends in the United 
States' and Switzerland we have' received word of them. Mr. 
Dubarry is safe. Pastor and Mrs. Gross remained at their 
post in Brussels throughout the occupation of that city. We 
understand that our friend and former student, Mr. Buhler, 

· who was in training as a French officer, is also safe. Pastor 
Guyot, treasurer of the French Association seems to have 
remained with his church in Paris. Nothing more is known 
than these vague reports, but we thank God for them while 
'\";:e await niore news. 

MucJi as we regret that it is no longer possible to send 
financial support to our sorely tried brethren in Europe, we 
rejoice that they know the power of prayer and have always 
valued the ministry of, intercession far more highly than 
help that can be measured in terms of dollars and I;ents. We 
now know in their own words that they count on our prayers. 
Let ·us not fail th!,!m: "Continue in prayer, and watch in the 
same With thanksgiving; withal praying also for us, that 
God wO\1ld open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the 
mystery of Christ, for which I am also in 'bonds: ,That I may 
make it manifest, as I 0.ught to speak." (Col. 4 :2-4). 

"For what are m'en better than sheep or goats 
That nourish a blind life within the brain, 
If, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer 
Both for themselves and those who call them friend? 
For so the whole round earth is' every way , 
Bound by g~ld chains abo'?-t the feet of God." 

During those terrible days when the German army was 
sweeping everything before it and we were suddenly cut off 
from communication with our French brethren, we felt con
scious of being' united with them more closely than ever 
before around the throne of ,grace. " , 

"Though sundered far by faith we -meet 
Around one common mercy seat." 

A note from Mr. Dubarry to friends in" the United States, 
written on June 21st, confirms our conviction that' our, fellow 
believers over there were counting upon our labours together 
with them in prayer. Here is Mr. Dubarry's n~te: 

My dear Friend: 
Two lines of hasty news. The newspapers will tdl 

, you' with much 'greater detail than I can of our present 
and future trials, which find us happily with a good con
science. Nothing from Pastor Mafille and his family at 
Croix-Lille. Nothing from Pastor Gross except that he 
is safe in Br.ussels. Pastor Georges Guyot seems to have 
remained in Paris. Mesdames Raynaud and Guedj have 
taken refuge together with the Bonijoly family at Dijon. 
All the churches of the Northern Federation' are in occu
pied territory and 'suffering much. The same applies to 
all our churches, except those of Nil'l!es and Switzerland. 
The last news we had from all was good, and we trust 
thiit, everyone will be taken care of. Ask the friends to 
pray for us and particularly for our friends Pastor 
Georges Guyot ·and his family and their work. Our best 
regards to all. 

Very affectionately yours, 
R. DubarrY. 

Another letter from a young 'lady in one of our Swiss 
·churches on the French border to a relative in New York 
describes the' conditioris our churches face' in Switzerland. 
This was Written on July 6th. 

"You have probably learned that 40,000 Polish and 
French soldiers entered Switzerland where they hllve 
been interned, after disarming; Some civilians also came 
seeking refuge in Switzerland, and both soldiers and 
civilia1).s were warmly welcomed, indeed too warmly ac
cording to certain of our neighbours, but what else could 
we do when we saw columns of soldiers..in distress march. 

, past us hour after hoVr? How could 'we fail to show 
" them our sympathy, even though, it is not required by 

our neutrality? It was sad to see them, rank after rank , 
of soldiers seek.ng a refuge in Switzerland, leaving their 
families behind in' conquered territory without news 
from them for weeks at a time. What a sorrowful sight 

, to see the'rapid dissolution of an army impotent to hold 
back the waves of invaders! Many of them were weep
ing; the officers dih not. dare look, us in the face. What 
'a humiliation for them to be forced ,to seek an asylum 
in our little Switzerland. Words fail me to describe this 
parade uninterrupted for hours....:....autors, bicycles, mo.tor 
cars, motorcycles, cavalry. The Polish soldiers brought 
what material they could into Switzerland, in particular 
a good deal of rolling stock., They also brought cannons, 
mortars, light tanks and everything they could find, even 
cattle. ' 

!'Last month I went to where I saw for tbe 
first time great piles of Fr~nch rifles. There are also a 
great many other munitions, but it would have been 
necessary to go down 'as far as ' to see them. I 
did, however, see'some hand grenades. Such little things 
'to do such great destruction! It hardly seems possible. 
We also saw Algerians and Moroccans on their pure
blooded Arab horses. They passed the night in our 
forest. Our pine trees have never seen such a sight 
before." . ( , . 

This war will not last forever, and the day 'of France's 
liberation will come. Mr. Churchill spoke words of comfort 
yesterday: 

"The road to victory may not be so long as we eJ!:pect, 
but we have no right-to count upon this. Be it long or 
short, rough or smooth, we mean to reach our journey's 
end." 

, ' 

When the yoke of Hitler ·is removed from the neck ,of 
France our French churches will stand in most urgent need 
of immediate~help of large proportions. Their faithful testi
mony, sorely needed in these days of darkness and despair, 
is continuing, we may count on that. Thank God for a foreign 
missionary enterprise, that is not dependent for every least 
move on its supporters at home. These churches and'their 
leaders have been tried by other storms and will stand this 
test also. And the day of peace, is . coming when we shall 
know the whole story of their fearless preaching of the truth 
as, it is 'in Christ during a national calamity when all other 
lights failed. In the meantime let us unite with them in 
,prayer,; and see Ito it that there is no letting doWn in .our fi
nancial contributions which may be stored up against that 
coming happy day when we shall once more rejoice with them 
in victory!, 

• 
" 
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frank acknowled'gment when they have been in the wrong 
(Pea. 32:3-'5; 51:a; Prov. 28:.13). We ·may deceive others, 
and even o,urse\.ves, 'but not God, before Whom all things are 
as an open 'book (Gen. 44:16; Gal. 6:7; Heb. 4:13). 

Vol. 4 Third Quarter Lesson 35 

Achan had seized foOl' his o'wn use the precious things which ' 
God had commanded should be put into His treasury •. He 

september 1st, 1940 became accursed 'beclllUse of this misuse of consecrated things 
--------------------- (Joch. ~:17, 18). H~ had really robbed God (Mal. 3:8). The 

THE SIN OF ACHAN 
Lesson Text: Joshua 7. 

~ various ,saarifices' and oft'erings had' been provided to cover 
sins of ignorance, but deliberate, presumptuous sin was 

. punish8lble by death (l1)eut. 17:2-5, 11-13; Rom. 6:23)., Israel 
must learn the seriousness of despising the laws of God. 

Golden Text: "Be sure your sin will find you out."~ 
\ Num. 32 :23.-

I. The Results of His Sin-verses 1 to 9. 

The ca:pture of Jericho had demonstrated ·the fact .that the 
iLo.rd was with Joshua (Josh. 1:5, 6:27). The fame of the 
leader of Israel had gone throughout the land, but his influ
ence was marred ·by the sin of the people. A pastor, teach!!r 
or Christian wOl'ker is responsi~ble for leading aright those 
placed in his care, but there are ,those who insiBt on going 
thei,r own way, 'bringing discredi,t up~n their leaders (2 Tim •. 
4:10; He:b. 113:7; 8). , 
, The anger of the Lord was kindled against all' Israel be~ 
cause of the sin of one man; his iniquity had defiled the 
whole nation. Such is the unity of the body of ChriBt that 
when one member suft'ers, all the members suft'er (I Cor. 
12:26; Heb. 12:15). ' 
Thr~e thousand' armed'men of God were put to flight by 

a small-numiber of heathen Canaani.tes. Such a disaster was 
utterly inexplica:ble froin a military point of vieW, and the 

. Israelites became discouraged and depressed. They had ex
pected an easy victory (I Cor. 10:12). 

Joshua arid the elders were humiliated, and they prostrated 
themselves before the ·Lord. In spite of t11e assurance given 
them of God's unfaiJ.ing purpose and undiminished,- power 
(Josh. 1:3-6; 4:23, 24), Joshua was gUilty of questioning His 
Master's .love and faithfulness. Joshua's bitter complain,t was 
an echo of that of Moses in a time of weakness (Exod. 5:22, 2a; 
Num. 11:11-15; 2 Kings 3:10). ThE!!l"e are many who wrong
fully charge the Lord with ,blame, when"their own sin has 
brought disaster upon them (J()Ib. 1 :22). 

Joshua was justly concerned for the goOd name of Jehovah 
(Exod. 32:12; Num. 14:1'3, 14). ,Sin destroys not merely our' 
own honour and that of our ,loved ones, but it also brings 
'reproach upon the name of the Lord. For' His sake we'must 
walk uprightly (Psa. 23:3; 25:11). . 

II. The Remedy for His Sin-:-v~rses 10, to 15. 

Joshua was given no further leisure to complain, because 
there was work to ibe done. Mourning and humiliation in a 
time of faHure ,have their place, but the' cause must be sought, 
and appropriate action taken (Exod. 14:15). ' . 

Israel was defeated because of sin in' the camp. The 
covenant 'had been broken, but not by the One Who abides 
faithful, though men deny'Him (I Cor. 1:9; 2 Tim. 2:13). 
Someone had d-isobeyed His express command, and was guilty 
of stealing and lying as 'well. TherefOl1'e Israel could not 
stand before the LOM'; the power of God had departed from 
them (Ju'dges 16:~0; 1 Sam. 28:16). They would enjoy no 
progress, victory or testimony until the defilement should 
be removed. One of the main lessons taught in the Old 
Testament, as in the New, is that spiritual prosperity can 
come only to those who are OIbedient, and that disaster will -
surely overtake those who are disobedient .. (Lev. ~:3-42;' 
Deut. 8:6-20). 

,Before the advent of the Holy ,Spirit, Who was sent tQ 
reveal God's will tp men (John 14:26; 16:13, 14), the Lord 
frequently made His purpose known througli -the' custom of 
lots (1 Sam. 10:20-24; 14:4;1; Acts 1:26). . 

,Sin cannot be tolerated, by a holy God, but it must be 
judged and purged. Our God is a consuming' fire (Psa. 21:9; 
He~. 12:29). , . 

III. ,The Removal of His,Sin-verses 16 to 26. 
A curse rested upon all Israel until Achan was pointed out 

as the culprit. Point out to boys and girls the wisdom of a 

Sin is like a disease which'aft'ects all with whom it comes 'in 
cohtaet. The curse upon Achan involved all his family and 
his possessions. It is a law of nature that the innocent suft'er 
with the guilty,. for no man liveth to himself (Rom. 14:7). 
Men. would niore frequently be deterred from doing wrong 
if they would take time to consider \that their loved .ones 
would become involved in their shame and sorrow. . 

.As a:\1 Israel had shared in the consequences of Aehan's 
sins, all Israel took part in his Judgment (Lev. 2.:14, 16)~ The 
heap of· stqnes in the Valley of Achor ("Trouble") would 
remind them of the punishment which was meted out to the 
one who had ,been the cause of their trouble. 

The wrath of the Lord was turned away when the aceurseCl 
one had been destroyed by death and purged by fire. Upon 
Christ the ,Saviour the sin of the world was laid, and He bore 
it in our stead (-Isa. 5a:4-6). Those 'who trust in Him are 
saved by His blood from the guilt of sin, and are cleansec! 
1)rom its defilement (I ,Cor. 6:11; 'Gal. 3:.18; 1 John 1:7). 
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