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m~t Jarnis' &trttt Ifnlpit 
IF HITLER SHOULD PROV.E TO BE THE FINAL ANTICHRIST, WHO IS MUSSOLINl? 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. ShIelds 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sund-ay Evening, June 9th, 1940 

('Stenographically Reported) 

"Now we -beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by 
our gathering together unto him, • oJ • 

~'That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or -be troubled, n~ither by spirit, nor by word, 
nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at. hand. 

"Let no man deceive you by 'any means: for that day sball not come, except there 
come a falling away first, and that ma.l'i of ·sin -be revealed, the son of perdition; 

"Who opjloseth and exalteth himself 81bove .all that is called God, or that is wor-
shipped; so that he as. God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 

"Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 
"And now yeO know What withiholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 
"For the mystery of iniquity doth -already work: only he who now letteth will let, 

until he be taken out of the way. 
"And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the 

spirit of 'his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 
"Even him, whose coming -is after the working of Satan with all power and signs 

and lying wonders, . --
"And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they 

received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved."-II. Thessalonians 2:1-10. 

We. have come to a day when in many categories of 
thought men are becoming unashamed to ad~it they 
have changed their opinions. Not so very long ago 
in England there was a school, not confined to those 
who are usually spoken of as conscientious. objectors, 
who as a philosophy believed and preached in season .and. 
out of season the doctrine' of paci'ficism. Even after 
heavy clouds rollea up on the horizon there were not a 
few .very. influential people in Britain who pursued a 
policy of what ,they called "appeasement". . 

I do not know that· you could :find another period of 
ten years, in Briti-Slh history at least, w-hi-ch was -marked 
by more confus-ion of thought, politically, than the last 
ten years. We pas-sed from a policy of d.i-sarma-ment, 
conciliation, compromise, and apP'easement, to a posi
-tio~ where it was generaJIly recogniz~d that nothing 
but a policy ·of defensive force would avail. . 

In France there has been an equal variety of pol.itical 
view-s, and France ;has frequently had to c·hange her 
Government-s. They represented, I assume, from time 

• to time the changing complexion of poloitical thought in 

France. That had it·s effe·ct upon the military situa
tion, and -the .military philosophy had also a reaction 
upon the political outlook. France Ihad dedinitely 
ad'opted a d·efensive policy, ibel:ieving .~hat it was better 
to rest behind 'firmly fortified ·positions than to go to 
-meet the foe; and with that poiitical view the whole 
military defensive p.lan of Franc-e was ·conceived. But 
almost in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, that 
conception of things was dissi'pated and theoretical 
castles which they had erected were as quickly d,is
solved. Man af.ter man was retired, 'indlud'ing the 
Comman-~·er-in~Chief, and ·many of the principal Gen
erals .. The entire Govern-men-thad to ibe reformed and 
reconstru·cted. 

In England, for years Mr. Winston Churchill has 
tried to warn his fellow-countrymen again-SIt the dan
gers that he .'believed· were imminent; and recent events 
have justified ibis gravest fears, and hi-smost earnest 
warnings. Without seeming ·to say, I told y.ou so, we' 
have -frequently in this place endeavoured to bring into 
the Iig·ht of God'·s holy Word the strange redigious and 
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political imaginings {)f our day. And ,I venture to be
lieve that those who have looked upon the world. situ
ation through ,the medium of ,Scripture, believing the 
Bible to be what it claims to be, the Scriptures of 
truth, we're never deceived in:to believing that evil, 
whether lesser evils, or .greater, 'couRd ever ibe a.ppeased. 
There is 'but one' direction laid d{)wn in the Scripture 
in respect:to that matter. Nowhere are -we admonished, 
to endeavour to wppease evil, or compromise .with it; 
but 'always to "&'bhor that wh'ich Is evil." Nor are we 
ever or anywhere, instructed to yield to, ibut always 
to "resist" the devil. And if it had not been for the 
se.tting aside of God's Word and its teaching, Britain 
would never have been f,ound in the Sltale of unpre
pared,ness in w,hich ,she stood at the time' of the regret
table .and Slhaomefu] compr-omi'se of Munich. Nor would 
she now be found so HI-prepared to meet the foe. 

,]'here is -but One Who i's 'ahle to see the end, from 
the beginning, and He is 'both the End and the Begin
ning, .the Alpha and 'the .omega. There 'are no' sur
pris'es'to Him; and therefore,the Word, of God so long 
d'espised 'by' many, neglected iby othe'rs, and positively 
denied 'by the great ma'ss of such 'as are known as the 
intelligentsi.a, the Word of God itself has' been fore
warning us; a·nd had we ·but had ears to he,ar, we 
should have recognized the origin and nature of the evil 
thing which threatened, and should have ,been prepared. 

'In view of these cons'id-erations, it is not surp'rising 
that many people should, be rather' d,isturbed in their 
thought religiouSly; it is not· surpri's,ing that, driven 
by the ).ogi,c ·of events, ·people should 'be ·driven to a 
reorientation of their religiou's views, particularly in 
relation 'to l,ast things. Let no one be 'ashamed to 
acknowledge h·is c:hange of view. I have ,never nu'm
bered myself among those who desired. to be wis-e 'be
yond that which is written, or ,presumed in ad'Vance of 
the fulJtilmentof prophecy, dogmaticalny-not to say 
like some, oracularly-to intenpret and pred,ict that 
whi,ch is to come to pas's. ' 

I have remind,ed -my,self 'again and 'again-and my 
hearers too-that our Lord Jesus exerds,ed in the d'ays 
of 'His flesh a prophetic office, that in IHis oral teaching 
there was ,a very' lar.ge predictive element relating to 
the ultimate issue of the conflict between light and 
darkness, and good and evil; and relating too, particu
lar.1y to Himself, and ,to the exper-ience which should 
be His, not in the remote future, but in the years that 
were then at hand,. He spoke of the d'ecease whi'ch H'e 
should accomplish ,at Jerusalem, of His exod.us. He 
pred-icted His going up to Jerusalem, and bei-ng d·e-· 
livered into the hands of the .scribes and Pharisees and 
chief .prie&ts, and being killed, 'and rising again on the 
,third day. He even said, "Destroy .this temple, and' in 
three d,ays [ wiH raise it up." 

Hi-s- enemies named, that as one element in the indict
ment, but His disciple·s were no wiser than' His foes. 
The New Testament explicitly tells us that there was 
not one of them who und-erstood, no,twiths'tanding His 
most explicit. teaching, that Jesus would ris'e' again 
from the dead. But it is written 'after the' event, by 
an inspired writer, that these things whl,ch Jesus, had 
spoken res'pecting His resul'rection "understood not his 
disciples at the ,first: 'but when Jesus was glorilfied"
in the light of that tremendous fact, and driven by the 
irresistible force of its logic-"then remembered they 
that thes~ things were written of him, and that they 

had done ·these· thing·s unto him." And it is s'aid, par
ticU/larly with respect to His say,ing 'about the destroy
ing of the Temple, "When therefore he ':was risen from 
the d'ead, his d,iscilples remembered that he had said 
this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and 
the word which Jesu·s had said." 'That i·s to say, they 
understood them, and believed them, only in the. light 
of their own fulfilment. 

I have always -felt the deepest reserve toward, and 
,have been dis'inclined to yield my·self to, such pos·itive 
interpretations of prophecy as und,er.take to outline a 
'programme for the ,future, and insi-st that "thus and 
thu·s saith the 'Lord". ,Su.ch may be someone's inter
pretatio.n: it is not -necessa'ri-Iy what the .Scripture 
,teaches. I have, :for my,self, the profound'est 'convic
tion ot the inspiration, infallibility, and sutpreme au
thority of every .word 6f Holy ,Scripture; and will take 
second place to no one in my i.nsisten!!e that the Bible 
is the very word of God.' But with equal fOllce I must 
insist that what the Scripture actually say.s about 
future things, and what you or 'I, for the moment be
lieve it to say, may be two different things. 

And furthermore, we may ofiten lfi·nd within this Book 
principles and promises and precepts which may sl!per
lficillllly !be understood, and which have a -d'irect and 
presen.t RIP_plication to everyd'ay experience, the ulti
mate sigItificallice of whi.ch no one may now 'be able to 
und·erstand ; for God's Word; like His works, are man
ifold and often have a meaning ,within a meaning. So 
a single Scri'pture may be fulfilled again and again. 
'But there must be an ultimate fulJtilment; t6ere must 
come a time Wlhen the worli .finds its complete fulfil
ment 'and establishment by the :performance of that 
which i~ promised. ' 

-' ,So in days 'like this there must be many who ask 
questions of themselves to which I suppose many fear 
·to give an answer; for as we read of the events ot 
current history from, day to day, we ,are driven, in 
spite of ourselves, to as'k if the,re he any mystery 
wrapped up in it, j.f there ibe any Scri!ptura.l explana
,tion of pl:esent-d'ay events which may have esca.ped 
either our 'o'bs~rv-ation or our understand'ing~ 

John in his day said, "Ye have heard that' Anti·christ 
should come." That" I suppose, .among the early church 
was a settled conviction, that there would come a day 
when the powers of darkness-would mass their ultimate 
might, and would endeavour to force 'a 'co~clusion with 
the powers of ,light and righteousness. There would 
be many ibattles, but there would 'be, as they 'be1itoved, 
a ,final battle in the war whi,ch would result in victory, 
not for all that was opposed to ,God and His Christ, 
but in vi'c.tory for the Lord's Anointed. 
, But John s'aid also in his day, "And even now there 

are many antichrists." He identrfied, the spirit of anti
christ as the, spirit that should deny that J.esus ,Christ 
had come in the flesh. It has 'been true ,through all 
the course of human history, that there have been anti
christs; and tha't there has been aibroad in the .life of 
the world a spirit of antichrist. ,For every A'bei, there 
'has ,been a Cain; for every Moses and Aaron, .a Jannes 
and J am'bres; for every E'lijah, an Ahab; for evtory 
John the Baptist, a Herod. Even among the d'isciples 
Judas appeared; and so, wherever the gospel has been 
proclaimed, there has alway's been an opposing spirit, 
and as sorely as the Holy Ghost was giv'en to. glorify 
Christ, so there is an evil spirit whose speci'al mission 
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is io magnify everything and everybody_ that i's opp'osed 
to Him. 

But the Bible teaches that there wm be the ultimate 
Antiehrist, w.hoever or whatever it, or he may be. We 
have read in Revelation-that marvellous and myster
iou's hook, which II believe nobody as yet has completely 
understood-great ,and unmistakalble principles apart 
from all symbolic or para'bolic teaching. In the verses 
I have read to you there is' ,a olear and explicit. declar
ation that there will ble someone or something that will 
arrogate to itseif or t"o himself .all the qualities, the 
dignities, the 'au,thority, the gIory of Deity; and that 
such an one will be in fulll fl·ower and flood when Jesus 
Christ Himself shall return. 

It is al,ways a matter of interest when a 'great per
sonality appears. I hate the practIce, but it is common 
in our d,ay, that if a man is to be ·ad~ertised', ,they musi 
publish a reproduction of his photograph. Whenever 
I go anywhere, I avoid it so far ·as I ,possibly can
because I want 'a congregation. But the principle is 
there, that people are- interested in persons; whether 
the man be known 'as a man supremely good or su
premely evM, the record of his life challenges attention. 
The average decent, law-abid'ing citizen who goes faith
fuHy albout his work, does not get into the pa.per; but 
if he happens to be :a man of ,conspicuous ability in 
some direction, - or he may be a good'-for-nothing 
scoundrel w.ho is not fit to live, who robs a -bank or 
murders someone, then, in either c·ase, his likeness is 
prin.ted u:pon ihe front .page. People are interested in 
the 'study of these extremes. , 

WHO OR WHAT IS THIS ULTIMATE ANTICHRIST? I do not 
know a·nything more bewild_ering than to search into 
the record·s of the past and assemble a list of the inter
pretatipns; the guesses {)f imaginative men, as to who 
mayor may. not be the Antichrist. If you e~amine into 
these interpretations, you wiLl lfind that certain cir
cumstances of the time have given rise to them. Expos
itors endeavoured to inter,pret scrti-pture in the light of 
such events as were then transpiring. But what a 
wide variety, and how utterly contrary to each other, 
many of._ them are! • 

Some see in the 'beast of the thir.teenih of Revelation, 
and in _ this lawless one of the-text a symbolic repre
sentation of a system, an economic system, an educa
tional system, a religious system. 1'hey see 'a spirit 
of Antichrist in the social order of the d'ay. Some of 
;the old interpreters com!hined, the system with an insti
tution, and were quite sure that the Papacy ,was the 
Antichrist, and that out of Rome a :personal Antichrist 
would come. So s·ane and conservative 'a man as Grat
ton Guinness, so inter,prets these _scriptures; and the 
sa'ying of one of the verses I have read, "Whom the 
Lord shRIll consume with the spirit of his mouth, and 
shall destroy with the ibrightness of his coming", -he 
interprets as marking the Re!formation; 'and the sub
sequent dissemination of the Word of God, undermin
ing the very foundations of Rome, and gra,dually con
suming her, ultimately to be destroyed' by the full blaze 
of !Christ's oomfng. 

Others have seen -in _ the prophecy of the' coming of 
Christ the promise of the emergence in human history 
of some outstanding superhuman person. Inasmuch as 
Antichrist is ,to be destroyed and c'ast into the lake of 
fire, it is argued that the beast must really represent 
a pers'on._ There were some wh9 were oondid'ent that 

Nero was the Antichrist, and that he would become-· 
there were those who held it even af.ter he 'had passed, 
and that he would become reincarnate, and that the· 
Antichrist would be a reincarnation of Nero. Napoleon 
was f.avoured a's a candidate ,for the .position by many
and perhaps it was not sur·prising. He seemed to be 
a ·person of superhuman power; 'he seemed to ibe able 
to mel,t the hearts of men, and bend the multitudes to 
his' will. But he died at 1St. Helena-and men had to 
change their ground. 

I say these things to show that thoughtful men and 
. women must at least see the necessity of exercising a 
.holy ,caution before reaching conclusions in respect to 
this matter.' 

There is some truth in all these conjectures: men 
and movements may be antichristian in princi.ple and 
inspirit. Though we d,iifer from each other in a 
thous'and particulars, th_~re is a real solidarity about 
the human race, for we are made of one Mood-Hitler 
to the contrary notwithstanding. And because that is 
true, varied -as are our moods, tastes, ,and habits of 
life,- with the passing and unfold,ing centuries, it be
comes true-and must be true in ,the nature of the 
case-tI:tat history repeats itself; and because that is 
true, we can dways 'find .historical :parallels to things 
that are now occurring, and which are ,predicted'; 
therefore if the prophecy relating ,to_ the ultimate con
fUct be true, it will not !be d,ifficult to discover certain 
parallelisms when we compare current history with the 
prop'hecies 0f the future. And because o'f these things, -
I say, we need to exercise care. But nOot one of them'
nor aU of them together-c·an ,possibly halVe exhausted 
.the sig:nificance of the scri'ptures whieh predic.t the 
coming of a final Antichrist. 

My reason for' that assertion- is that the scripture 
I have read is most ex.plicit. I think you d·o not need 
anyone to inter.pret it at 'that ·point, that the final At'ti
christ will be here in his full ,power when Jesus Christ 
shall· come again; becau'se' this scripture says he will 
be c_onsumed "with the spirit of his mouth, and, ~de-

'The following quotation from "Light for the Last Days," 
by Dr. and Mrs. H. Gratton Guinne8s, pp. 254-55, illus
trates how eyen the most careful and cautious prog
nostica,tor may be mistaken. 
"Thoughtful readers will weigh the facts and draw their 

own conclusions, asking themselves, in the light of all the 
chronological facts mentioned in this work,.if the year, B.C. 
604 wjtnessed the rise of' the typical Babylon, the supremacy 
over the typical Israel, what event is the correspondIng year 
in this time of the end likely to -witness? There can be no 
question that those who live to see this year 1917 will have 
reached one of the most important, perhaps the most mo
mentous, of these terminal years of crisis. 

"Yet we must also call attention to a further interesting 
fact connected with the last possible measure of this com
prehensive and wonderful "Seven Times," that starting from 
the capture of Zedekiah and the ·burning of the temple in 
the nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar, and terminating in 
A.D. 1934. The termina.tion of the "times of the Gentiles" 
meets at this point the 1335 lunar years, dated from the 
Omar capture of Jerusalem, an event more mQmentous in 
its effects on Palestine and Jerusalem than the Hegira era 
of the commencement of Mohammedanism. No chronological 
prophecy of Scripture indicates any date whatever beyond 
this year, as astronomic considerations forbid the thought 
that the supplementary seventy-five is to be added to these 
solar measures. 

"Here then we rp.ach the 'close of this long chronological 
section of our endeavour, like Daniel, to understand by books 
the number of the years whereof the Lord hath sp.oken~" 
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stroyed) with the brightness of his coming." And so teaching of Scrip,ture. I believe it is a d'angerous delu
long as it is true that Jesus Christ has not come the sion which has no ·scripturalw-arr,ant. 
second time, it must also by the most inevitable sort of But if we 'examine these ,three pictures in the light 
logi'c''be true that the final Antichrist cannot have come of this, d{) we dind. Stalin there, or Mu'ssolini, or ev.en 
arid passed; for he will pus only when Jesus Christ Hitler? Read that story 'i~. Revelaltio~. I th.ink ~e can 
shall personally return and d!Elstroy him. So oat that go thus far. We who 'be]leve the. BOok, beheve In the 
point we are able to arrive at .certitud,e. Whatever Holy Trinity: that God is one, but that He' has man
may have 'been said in the past, however ingenious ifested Himself in three pers'Ons, or as Joseph Cook was 
these interpretations, and whatever element of truth w{)nt.to say, three Subsistences ,in the one Substance: 
there may have !been in them in that they had some Fa:liher, ISon, and Holy Ghost. The Bible, 'in the ch'apter 
resemblance to Antichrist, they were not the Anti- I read, tells of the father of al'1 evil the dragon; and 
christ, for Jesus Christ has not yet come the second that just as the F8Ither in heaven ,gave aN authority to 
time "without sin unto salvation". the Son that He 'should give eternal life to as many as 

I am not surprised that many should have wondered the F'ather Ihad given Him, so the dragon gave his seat 
at the marvellou's developments in Russia diu ring the and authority t·o the beast that ,had a threefold Ukeness 
last twenty years. Who ,would, 'have sup,posed th.at (~lD to a leo'pard, a lion, and a 'bear. Then follows the de- \ . 
empire' of one hundlred 'and eighty'millions of ,people scripti'On 'of anotJher 'beast, ,the one with the ten horns, 
could almost overnight be brought ,into ·subjec.tioh to and the other with ,two horns, to whom the first beast 
a 'comparatively sm8l1l company of ruthless men, headed delegated -his power, and the second beast parallels, imi-
at last hy one man who would assume the authority- tates, and challenges the work of the Holy Ghost; for 
'and more than the authority-of the Czar? I say, in just as the Spirit 'of God is sent to glorify the Son; so 
advan.ce of that event, if anyone had predicted that it the second heast exercises himself ·to make all men, wor
could'be, we should have 'Said; "That is nonsense; quite ship the first beast, and to glorify 'him'. There is unmis
impossible." takaJbly in .that symoblic representation of ,things, what-

ISo of naly, and even more emphatically. so of Ger- ever jot may mean, a trinity of evil, challenging the Holy 
many. II do not know, to be fair, of any chapter in Trinity, 'and imitating the works of God. 
history whic'h re'cord's in. the same space of time the Some 'See in the· first beast the reincarnation at some 
uprising from o'bscurity to world-prominenc~, and from conspicuous personage who has been slain, for he had a 
imp'otence to the exercise of a very real ,threat of world- wound that' was .healed, and it is said .to be a wound unto· 
dom:ination-I say, his,tory, so far as I know it, has no death. Wildly imaginative in some cases, and yet plaus
record, no sort of ,parallel phenomenon. That 'being ible in otlters, are some of bhese inter:pretations. Who
so, we d'O well to ,a8'k questions about it; not to be too ever and whatever he may be, tha:t such an one will come, 
dogmatic, but at least to 'a,pproach the matter with. an the finm book of bhe Bible predicts; and equally plain 
enquiring mind. ' are the unmistakable teachings of tbis second Epistle to 
, But there 'is a vast difference between a resemblance./, the Thessalonians, together with the passages in John's 
and a true likeness. The poHce :have a rogues' gallery. letters,where ,he speaks of Antichri'st coming at last, and 
I have had occasion sometimes to call the police, and many, antichrists being hlere now. . 
enquire ,about someone I have had to deal with. Ail Wei'!, i.t is an ugly chapter. It is a ohapter that one 
officer came, and took out a package of photographs w.ould scarcely read by itself, or for any comfort it might 
and 'asked me one after another, "Is that the man?" YIeld. 
The Bible is a great ,picture gallery. To read the But let us see if THERE ARE ANY RESEMBLANCES. 
eleventh chapter of Hebrew.s is . like 'a trip to West- 'l'here are. This lbeal!t 8peak8 great thing8. He is 

. minster Abbey. There the names of the heroes ,of faith noted for hi'S ,speech, and ,his bIa:sphemy. So is Hitler

. are inscrihed. It has 'a rogues~ gallery too; there is a but others have al'So been noted for such thinp. He 
picture in the Book of this ultimate Antichrist. blasphemes God and His tabernacle. We must not forget 

W:hy is it there? I su;ppose so that when he comes, '~hat HitlerilSm in its d.e,,:elopment, see~s ,to be approach
thOSe .whq may be alive and remain when he shllll be mg the status of ~ 'rehgl'O~, and e~en 10 the sch'O~1 books 
revealed, will be able to open ,their BiMes 'and: read of Ger~any the Fuerher IS 'Subs~tuted for ~hrlst; and 
it, and ,perha,ps, their blood chilling in their veins, be t~e chddre~ are taught that Ch~l'St was a dIsreputable 
led to say, "It must Ibe he; it must :be hell''S champion Jew who dIed upon the cross, WIth whom Germ'ans, as 
come to ear-th.". But a.ccording to some all such en- s'uch, must have nothing to do. 
quiries are useless, that any such .identmcation is quite Antichrist make8 war with the 8aint8. I suppose that 
impossi:hle. A friend told me the other day of hea'ring a could be said 'Of, Hitler. And the ch'apter says that 'he 
Bible teacher, so~ca))ed, address a luncheon of b.usiiless was given ·p~wer over all people, and nation'S, and 
'men. He said, "Gentlemen, some of you may have been tongues. Such a. man as B. W. New,ton, a conservative 
enquiring a:bout Hitler and :stalin and Mussolini, but man ·of days past, speaks of what ,he is pleased to call 
be easy in your mind: the church of the redeemed', all "the prophetic world," by. which he means territories 
oil them, wiH be taken' out of ,this world before Anti- and nation_s bordering the' Mediterranean, the various 
christ' w'i1l appear, 'and there will be no sign of h.is empires that have found their centre there; and takes 
coming, no .. indi,cation of his presence anywhere, u.ntil the view that the Bible hoas . little to say' prophetical1y 
the church has been raptured and taken out of the about any oliher part of the~world. But of this beast it 
way." . is said that "power was given him over all kindreds, and 

If that 'could be pOSSible, I am all 'for it! I am quite tongues, and nations." U is a 'pictu're of ultimate world
ready for it to come now. But if that 'be not the teach- domination by an evil power. 
ing of Scripture, in view of present-day events, it is But if you examine it you will find that that power 
a terribly d'angerous doctrine. I he1i.eve ·it is not the is worshipped by, all those whose names ,are n{)t written 
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in the Lamb's hook of life; this evil power a·pparently 
makes itself attractive to the ma'sses of -the people, to 
aU bilt those who 'are spiritually en'lightened. I do. not 
know how fa·r one should press tha:t, 'beca.U'se there are 
so many who would worship anything rather than pay 
the price of resistance. We must at all events remember 
tha:t it is written that a day will come, "Vhether in our. 
day, I dare not say, but a d'ay when there will 'be such 
a time' of testing as the world has never known, and 
when aH, withou,t any exception save those w.hose names 
are written in the Lamb's book of life from the .founda
tion of the world, and who a:re .themselves regenerated 
by God'·s g·race, and washed in the blood of the Lamb, 

.and made, not members of ohurches, but membeTs of 
Christ-when everyone except such as are genuinely 
saved, will bow before an evil poWer, and join 'him in 
bla'sphemy aga:inst God, for the sake of -thefr own miser
able; physkal existence. 

That is one reason why I regard the pre-tri·bulation 
:r:apture doctrine as being very dangerous. I cannot 
say that I have observed any. special consecration on the 
part of those who advocate that theory, and I am by no 
mearis assured that should they suddenly be surprised 
into a discovery that :they were wrong, and that there 
is Ii tribuIation which the saints must endure, and a 
time of testing which they must survive if they are really 
Christ',s, they would meet such a 'situation bravely. It is 
better that we should he forewarned on these matters, 
and ,be ready. 

But there i's a simple princi'ple. All but those who 
have been genuinely made ne~ creatures in Ohrist,. and' 
who have been led to subordinate everything to their 
hope in Christ, will capitulate to Antichrist. And I want 
to 'as'k you, What sort of .religion have you? W,hat sort 
of religious hope have you? Is it something t'hat means 
more to you than your business, ·your family, your stand
ing in society, your material comforts? Is it something 
that i's more than life itself? Have y!>u such a :hope in 
Christ that would ena:ble you to say. this evening,' "As 
God is my witness, I know that I would rather die than 
deny my Lord"? If you cannot say that, you have not 
the kind of religion we may all need even in our day; 
therefore we had better be sure that we have ·a hope that 
will stand any test, and survive ·any trial. 

When I read that Clhapter this evening, did you ask 
a question? If Hitler is the first beast, can Mussolini 
be the second? 

I think some kind of 'beast would do well as a symbol 
for either of' them, and the 'more, vicious and vile the 
beast the more appropriate and accurate the symbol. But 
if that were so, it would be Mussolini who would t.ake 
on the specially religious character; he would be the false 
prophet. Soon we ,should see manifestations of super
human power, for miracles can be wrougtht by the power 
of the devil ~s by the power of ,God.' "The magiciilfl'S 
did so with their enchantments." They imitated the 
miracles ·of Moses-up to a point. Then they had to 
admit, "This is the finger of God." God.does not need 
to copyrig.ht His works, because He is able so to trans
cend' all other efforts as to make it impossible that any
one in the universe 'should imitate Him. 

But I do not think l\1ussolini is the second beast. If 
he is, he would need to -be radically changed, because this 
second beast takes a subordinate ,position, ane! he actually 
spends himself getting people to worship the first one. 
I cannot see M'u'ssolini doing that! What he might do, 

I do not know, but there is no .present. evidence of such 
inclination. Do not be afraid that I am go'ing to put 
you in ·a pit of depression before I finish. I believe. the 
gospel is always good news, properly interpreted. 

[.et u.s suppose Hitler could succeed. W,hat if 'he were 
. to be victoriou's? Some seem to think in the United States 
that he may win: If they really 'believed that, I should 
think they ought imme'diately to go to war with him. But 
if Hitler could .succeed, wha:t then? I do ,not 'believe such 
a colossal system of error as is represented 'by the Roman 
Catholic Church 'can reasonably 'be dissoCiated from any 
view of the ultimate winding up of things. One is a 
little perplexed to know where Rome is. I do not think 
Rome wants us to be particularly aggressive in the wa·r 
in Oanada; and while I am not at all'sure that the Papacy 
would like to see Hitler victorious, . I am sure that it 
would like to see the British Empire so weakened as' to 
,be unable to resist .her machinati()n's. If I were to see _ .: 
any sort of rapprochement between Hitler and the Pope, 
if Rome should eventually supply him with'a rel~gion, 
we might then begin to discern some likeness -to Anti, 
christ; beca:use thi's .system of which Antichrist is ·the 
head, wiJ.l ultimately blossom out as a religious system, 
opposing itself to all that is called God or is worshi.pped. 
. Napoleon saw the power of Rome, and, he sought to' 

link Rome's power with his own. I shollld not be sur:
prised, were Hitler to su'Cceed~ to see him doing the 
same thing. But that quality is not yet sufficiently de
fined in Hitler, though there are some indications of a 
religious trend, a trend toward religion that is not 
Christian !but anti~Christian in its very nature and 
essence. His opposition to Rome could as easi'ly be 
changed as 'his opposition to Communi-sm if it should 
prom jose 'to serve ·his purpose. . 

What if, for' a 'moment, 10e assu'me the p088ibility ,t~at \ 
MJen in our day the final Antichrist i's being developed. 
out of the midst-would you welcome it? What if it 
were so? If it were so, I suppose Hitler would succeed. 
No armed might could withstand him;. and unto hiin 
would be given power over -all nation.g, and peoples" and 
tongues. "Oh," someone says, "that' is a truly'terrible 
a·ssumpticn." Even to think of it is almost treason. ' I do 
not give that as my opinion, nor do I think it; but I am 
asking 'you to assume it for the sake of its argument 
'and implications, for the moment. W'hat if it ·were so? 

We S'hall do well to,assure ourselves that we have ~ 
experience of grace that ean stand that test. How many 
would submit to the mark of the ·beast, if that is to be 
a. reality of the future, whether literally or ·figuratively 
interpreted'? There was a tiome before I had had a .cer
tain extended and painful experience, WlPen I assl1med' 
that aB who professed and called themselves Ohristians 
were all they pri>fessed to be. I supposed that minis
ters who ;professed to ,believe t'he Book, 'and to' ,be 
grounded in the great principles 'of evangelical Chri8~ 
tianity, when put to. a test, would instantly take their 
stand for the principles they professed. But I have seen 
ministers mown down like grass 'by a scythe. I have 
seen Bapti'st ministers, men .who professed to believe 
all that we ,here believe, shout themselves hoarse, and 
cheer' to the echo a man who 'denied .the Book, w.ho denied 
the blood, ·and who was a,denier of the resurrection of 
J'esus Christ. I do not sPeak extravagantly: I have seen 
men do all that for ,bread and hutter. 

What would the seventy-five United Church ministers 
do? I could name a minister in this city who said,' "I~ 
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is simply preposterous to expect me to put God before the 
interests of my family." W,hat would such a man do? 
What would your ecclesiastical 'politici'ans do? What a 
revelation there would 'be if the day should come when 
'a man would ·have. to choose between loyalty to Christ 
and death itself? 

Have you a religion that could stand that? If you 
have not, wh£t proof can you furnish of i.ts genuinenes's? 
If we are uncertain, let uos make sure that ours is not a 
counterfeit religion, that we really know Ghrist. 

. If Hitler be the Antichrist, some of us might -become 
martyrs to the faith .. They found on some of the Ger
'man prisoners or ,bodies of German soldiers in Holland 
arid Belgiu'm 14black lists", death lists.' When they went 
in, they ·were tp search out these people-and they did 
search them out-for wholesale murder. I suppose they 
may have a Toronto "black 'list". Is your name on it? 
I should not be surprIsed if mine is! I h'ave damned 
Hi-tler enough to get there. What if it were? Would 

\, you dare·to face Antichrist, and die rather than ·worship 
him? . 

That is not a wholly dark picture.· If Hitler were 
Antichrist, 'we could be sure that Jesus Christ was on 
the way. We know' his reign will be very short, and we 
kll:0w what will :be the end of it : Jesus Christ will come._ 
Do you not long for the day when ·you can pick up your 
newspaper and read that Hitler and his hordes are on 
the run? I lie awake and dream of reading,· "Hitler is 
on the run." Can you conceive pf· the picture drawn in 
the Word of God, of some evil 'power,exercising dominion' 
over the whole earth and saying; "I have captured it; it 
it is mfne; at long last, I rule"; when suddenly the light
ning shines ffom one ,part of heaven to another part 
under heaven, and, quick as the lightning, "Behold, he 
cometh with clouds; and: every eye s.hall see him. and 
they ,also which pierced him; and all kindreds of the 
earth shall wail because of him." 

Then men will say, IiI wish I 'had stood· up against 
Antichrist. I wish I could have foreseen the day when 
the Son of God would come down the s·kies." What a 
glorious day that will be! If Hitler &hould be the Anti
christ, I am certain of this-I aio as positive as 'any 
oracular interpreter could he; I am absolutely positiv~ 
of this, that if ,he should turn out to 'be the Antichrist" 
and his rule the blackest hour' of the world's history, 
.I know that it is -the hour just before the dawn when 
the Sun of rig'hteousnes~ shall arise with healing in His 
wings. What a day of vindication of' faith that will be! 
Fools for Christ's sake, a·re· you? Your name like the 
offsc~)Uring of the earth? Do not be afuoaid. The day 
will come when you will pass as one of heaven's wise 
men for having put Christ before all others. 

. Personally, I do not obelieve Hitler is. Antichrist. I 
do not say 'he is not. There are many resemblances, but 
J cannot see the full figure. I fail to recognize in him 
all that Antichrist is to be, if Antichrist is to be a per
son. He is mighty, but not almighty; wise, but not all
wise; resourceful, but I do not think he is even as re-· 
sourceful as we are. And I believe that the day of 
rejoicing over Hitler's overthrow will certainly come. 

Some day we shall see the King in His glory-but there 
will',be no Leopold in the procession. I cannot heJop be
lieving that the Lord will send us, before He comes again, 
before the final apostasy, culminating in the revelation 
of Anti<;hrist, a great revival of religion. But whether 
or no, my question -to you ·is, Are you prepared for . the 

worst? There is a sense in which the worst might be 
.the best, for we 'Should then be sure that our Beloved 
wa's even at the door. The all-important thing for every 
one of us is that we should 'be sure th~t we are in right 
relation to God through Jesus Christ. I conjure you, 
in the name of my coming, conquering Lord, while yet. 
there is -time, be ye reconciled to 'God. That is the su
preme wisdom. "The blood of Jesus Christ, .his SOh, 
cleariseth us from all sin." May we know its cleansing 
power, and be absolutely sure that we haye pas.sed from 
death unto life. Then we can face the future without 
fear. 

"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 
My beauty are, my glOl'ious dress; 
'Midst fl.aming worlds, in these arrayed, 

With joy shall I lift up my head." 

THE WAR'S EFFECT UPON LANGUAGE 
AND FAITH 

"I hate vain thoughts: but thy law do I love." So the 
A.V. in the one hundred and nineteenth Psalm has it. 
The Revised Version renders it, "I hate tfiem that are 
of a double mind: but thy law lio I love." -Young trans
lates, "Doubting ones have I hated, and thy law I have 
loved." . 

The idea is of a divided branch, a double o.r doubtful 
mind, of varying and sceptical opinions. Thus the Psalm
ist expresses his a;bhorrlmce, his detestation, of uncer
tain, varying, and doubtful standard'S of moral values, 
in contrast to his love of the gold-standard of the fixed 
and unmistakable law of God. It i's philosophically im
possible to arrive at absolute moral values apart from a 
certain revelation of -the Absolute. Hence, when men 
reject the principle of a divine and infallible revelation, 
they substitute therefor' the mental meanderings of the 
moral prospctor who spends his life assaying the vain 
thoughts the psalp1ist earnestly ,hated. And for every 
cl.oubtful value, a doubtful word must be discovered or 
invented. 

The Apostle Paul, speaking of the certainty and final
ity 'of t.he Christian hope, says, "Seeing then that we 
have such hope, we use great plainness (or boldness) of 
speech: and not as Moses which put a vail over his face." 
In that; he was like his Master Who, u'Sing the same 
word, said, "I shall shew you plainly of the Father"; and 
His disciples said, '''Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and 
speakest no provel'lb." If the gospel is designed .to serve 
as a word of direction from sin to holiness, from dark
ness to light, from earth to heaven, it ou·g·ht to be declared 
in -the plainest possible speech: "We, having the same 
spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and 
.therefore have I spoke.n; we also beli~ve and therefore 
speak; knowing-." 

For a long time plain-speaking, like plain dressing, 
has been most unfasnionalble. It has· seemed to be be
lieved by many that words were most wisely used to con
ceal, or at least to disguise, one's thoughts, rather than 
to express and identify them. This has been especially 
true in respect to definitions of morals and religion. 
Ambiguity has ,been esteemed ·a virtue, and vagueness of 
speech a sign of sagacity. A woman of limited means, 
restricted to a limited wardrobe, avoids distinct or pro
noimced colours, with a view to rendering her sameness 
of apparel inconspicuous. Thus the stoney-ground opin
ions of the unconvinced speaker or writer never pene-

~. 
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trate the rock, nor wrap their roots about it so as to grow much of twentieth century Christianity has endeavoured 
up into oaken convictions, but spring up only in form to. be neutral. With what result? With precisely-the 
and colour of sickly verbal neutrality; and by and by same ·conse'quences which have, fallen upon Norway, 
prove to have no .root in themselves; and to be as in- Denmark, Holland, and Belgium-and must fa.ll upon 
consequential as they are impermanent. aH others still calling themselves neutral. 

Hence; in these realms referred to, there have been The lesson is, that between light and d,arkness, r,ight-
neither east nor west, neither north nor south, neither eousness ,and unrighteou'sness, good and evil" God and 
white nor black, neither good nor evil, neither friend nor the devi,I, neutrality is impossible; ibut a state of per
foe, neither hot nor cold, neither light nor darkness, ,petual w~r must be. maintained until our glorious King 
neither heaven nor hell, neither God nor devil. To !:lpeak, . shall achieV'e His ,final and compl,ete v.idory. Every 
positively of these concepts .were to risk being regarded' Christian, church must 'be a church militant, or must 
as an extremist. "Pastel shades" may Ibe attractive in become a church desolate. 
wa)).paper; but are too indefinite for use in the letter- France has passed' through a revolution in a few wee\ts, 
i-ng of sign-posts designed to catch the eye of the rapidly- 1I0t' in bitterness and blood, ,but a revolution in ideas 

. moving ~torist. effected ,by the leadershi,p of General Necessity. ·We are 
The fashion of indefinite, ambiguous speech has pro- told that since nineteen-thirty-five, her military plans 

duced a mentality that is habitually neutral toward moral and preparations were inspired hy a school of defense, ' 
and religious questions. It would be going too' far to w,hich held that a policy of adequate defense would be 
say that one cannot think without words. There are more economical and more successful than a policy of' 
thoughts, as there are emotions, which cannot be uttered; attack. But the defensive theories were destroyed almost 
and more which cannot be uttered easily ejther in ready- overnight, and the neutral and negative gave place to 
made 01" semi-re~dy phraseology. Notwithstanding, the the positive and ag,gressive. Oh that France had recog- ' 
verbal :t:,orms in ,which we array our thoughts have a re-.... nized five years ago the principle, "Be not overcome of 
action upon the mind, and either cloud or clarify our .. but over come with"! "Abhor-.cleave"! . 
thinking. So it comes to pass that the euphemism we Nor we~e British statesmen any wiser. Our-no, their 
invent to mitigate the offensiveness of a possibly un- -catch-words or slogans were, "Disarmament", "Non
welcome idea, must ·have a narcotic effect upon our own intervention" "Appeasement". Now they have all given 
minds; and, i~ persisted in, will so d~ull our. mental and ,place to their' opposites. Fire has a way of proving both 
moral perceptIOns as to render the mmd as mcapable of our words and our works, of w,hat sort they are; and 
definite and morally accurate thinking as of 'clear and the fire of war has proved that these negative principles 
decisive speech. were only wood, hay and stubble. Our fools' castle of 

It may sometimes he a bened'iction to 'be afflicted with disarma'ment and non-inte1"lJention, with its topstone of 
a pain oi· a distemper which no opliate can subd:ue, and ' appeasement, a paper mache ideal, has' been destroyed, 
no professional euphemistic Latin d.esignation ean dlis- 'but the foundations of truth' and righteousness and 
guise. Then physician and patient are thrown back justice, and their corollaries, abide. T,herefore we shall 

. upon the necessity of plain Bipeech. When g,erms and be saved, yet so as by ,fire. , 
pninciples pass from the real'm of theory ,to experience So then the war is swiftly hringing us back to the 
and practice, they have a hahit of sheddling 'alJ ,disg'uises, multIplication table, to the aIphabet, to the .decalogue, to 
and appearing as the naked truth; which can ,be de- the axioms of morals and religion: and to .plain· and 
scribed and undlerstood only as they 'are and appear in uncompromising 'speech. Many words, long relegated to 
truth.- ' And 'because of this, the empericist and the obsolete 01' archaic ve~bal categories, like weapons of 
pragmatist often see more of truth than the s'cienHst war to glass cases in a museum, are now, heing requisi-
01' the philosopher. Therefore, whlile the saying is true tioned and ,put into everyday use again. "Therefore 
that in war truth ,is the first ,casualty, it is also correct wait ye upon me, 'saith the Lord,. until the day that I 
to say that truth is the ultimate survivor; and as varied rise up to the prey: for my determination is to gather 
styles and COIOUl~S in wartime give pla'ce to unmistak- the nations,. that I may assemble the kingdoms; to pour 
albIe, ide!ltifying, unliforms, so war hurns up much of upon them mine indignation, even all, my fierce anger; for 
life's artilficial,ity in speech and pra,ctice;, and lead,s to all the earth shall Ibe devoured with the fire of my jeal
a revaluation and. reappl"eciation of ,the neat and un- ousy. FOR THEN. WILL I TURN TO THE PEOPLE A PURE 
diluted' truth, of truth und:isguised and unadorned, LANGUAGE, that they may all call upon the name of the 

In attempting. to deceive others, a man succeed,s, u'lti- Lord, to serve him with one consent," . 
mately, only in decei'ving himself. The dlisguise of 
reality leadls to the dlell'ial of it, and ultimately to the 
acceptance of its opposite as being true. 

The countries of Norway, Swed.en, D'enmark, Holland, 
and Belgium, and the countl1ies of Eastern Europe 
which have tried, 01'· are still trying so desperately to 
maintain a neutral position, and the United, States, de-

, pending upon its geographical isolation to enable it to 
keep out of a world-conflict of principles, illustrate what 

,has been the mental and moral attitu'de of religious 
leaders and institutions for a generation. In respect to 
what is as clearly and unalterably revealed in Holy Writ 
of the inexorability of principles of righteousness and 
truth, is the ,invariability of the operation of natural law 
revealed in'the earth about us and the heavens' above us. 

, ' 

MUSSOLINI Go.ES TO WAR 
So much has been said about Mussolini's entrance 

into the war that it seems wi'se to let the matter rest 
where Premier Reynaud put it when he said of Italy's 
action: We have nothing to say; the world will judge." 

It is 'reported that Mussolini said something to the 
effect that it would be ,better to be a lion for a day than 
a sheep for a hundred years. Perhaps! But a Wise Man 
long ago observed, "A living dog i's better. th~n a dead 
lion." And the British ,bulldog is :pretty hard to' kill. 
We are inclined to think that Mussolini will realize his 
ambition, and pose as a lion ,for a day. ' 

It may be just as well that Mussolini has made the 
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plunge, for .the elimination of the Italian dictator is just 
as essential to European and world peace as the elimina
tion of Hitler. Beside which, ,the civilized world has 
soine scores to settle with Musso\i.ni. The voice of Abys
sinian blood, so wantonly shed, cries aloud fo:t: vengeance. 
Mussolini will add to our difficulties for a while, but it 
will be like the beginning of daylight~aving time: the 
hour we lose in the beginning, we shall make up at the 
end. Much of the trouble Mussolini causes us now 'wi1-1 
be 'more than compensated for ,by his, having been re- . 
moved as a nuisance when the time for concluding peace 
arrives. And further, Mussolini has multiplied the can
didates for the hangman's rope, including himself, at 
the 'end of the war. 

Bible School Lellon Outline 
OLIVE L. CLARK., Ph.D. (Tor.) 

Vol. 4 Second Quarter Lesson 25 June 23rd, 1940 

PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM 
Lesson Text: Matthew 25:1-30. 
Golden Text: "Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day 

nor the hour wherein the ISon of man cometh"-Matthew 
25:13. -

For Reading: Matthew 25:31-46. 
- I~, the course of our ,Lord's discou-rse to the disciples on 

Mount Olivet ('Matthew 24) He had indicated certain signs 
by which they might identify the approach of the end-time. 
Since -the exact time of His return was not to ~be revealed 
(Mk. 13:32), they must ever be wllltchful (Matt. 24:36-51). 
The parable of the 'vil'gins and the ,pamble of the talents 
i'llustrate this e;~hortation. -

I. The Parable of the Virgins: The Test of Profession-
verses 1-13. _ ' 

The expression "the kingdom' of heaven" signifies the 
sp'here of Christendom (ICompare M'att. 13:24,33, 44, 45, (7), 
which includes those who merely ,profess allegiance to IChrist, 
represented 'by the five foolish virgins, as :w!!11 as true be
lievers, represented .lby the five wise vir-gins. Christ is the 
Bridegroom ifor Wihose coming the vir.gins wait (Matt. 9:15; 
John 3:29; Eph. 5:29, 30; Rev. 19:7; 21:2-9). 
, The foolish virgins did not ,make adequate preparatio,n for 
the 'bridegroom's coming. IEvidently they thought that' he 
would come' in the early evenipg, and they ,governed' their 
actions according to 'their own surmises. They did not take 
sufficient oil to last throu'ghoilt the night ,hours. The lamps 
used in P8.1estine at this time resem'bled low covered saucers 
with a sort' of nozzle at one end. 'The oil was placed in the 
'saucer, and one end of the wick floated in the oil, while the 
lighted end, protruded from the nozzle. 

The fact that the bridegroom tarried suggests that the 
time !before the -,Lord's return was to be compamtively long 
(,Com-pare verse 19). In the meantime, the attitude of in
difference 'became general; ",they all slumbered and slept" 

, The door was shut, indicafingthat the o,pportunity Was 
.lost for any who were not prepared (2 fCor. 6:2; Reb. 2:3; 
3:7, 8). In vain did they call the hridegroom; they were 
none of his (,Matt. 7:21-23; Rom. 8:9; 2 Tim. 3:5). The 
Christi-an is one who renders heart allegiance to the :Lord. 
Urge the scholars to come to Ohrist now, that they may be 
ready to see Him and welcome Him at any time. 

Believers should ever be watchful (1 Thess. 5:6). Two 
Greek words are translated "watch" in the New Testament, 
The one means "to keep awake" or "to ,be vigilant" <:Mat~. 
25:13; 26:38, 40, 41; Rev. 8:3). The other one, whIch IS 
sometimes tmnslated "be saber", denotes the absence of any 
beclouding or dulling influence (2 Tim. 4:5; 1 Pet. 4:7; com-
pare Lk. 21 :34-36). 

Believers should also keep their- lamps trimmed. The 
lamp speaks of testimony (iMatt. 5:14-16; Rev. 1:12, 13; 
2:1, 5). IChristprovides ,the oil and the light, 'but we are to 
be the lampstands, u'p-holding the light and letting it shine 
,bri'ghtly and clearly through us (P.hil. 2:15, 16). 

II. The Parable of the Talents: The Test of Service
verses 14-30. 

The Lord would have His servants be faithful as well 'as 
watchluol. Whi'le our hearts long for Him, our hands will 
work for Him. We would not have him find us sleeping or 
slothful When he comes for us. 
. In this p8.'l'able the man travelling to a far country repre
sents the Lord Jesus IChrist, Who ,has gone to heaven to pre
P!1re a ,place for us. All three servants, spoken of as "his own 
servants" seem to represent believers, ,but it may be that 
the unprofitable servoant ,picture~ a mere professor, like the 
foolish vil'lgins of the other parable. 

A talent 'wou'ld amount to lIIPProximately one thousand 
doUars in our money. Talents were distributed to the'ser
vants according to each man's 'll!bility. At the present time 
spi-ritual gifts are ,bestowed 'by' a sovereign Lord, in accord
ance with this ,principle (R,om. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:7-11; Ep'h. 
4 :7 ). Weare His stewards; 'all that we are and have are 
His alone (1 Cor. 4:7; 6:19, 20). 

The 'Lord win surely return, even although He may seem 
to delay (2 Pet. 3:9). The pam'bIe of bhe ,pounds, the 
thought of which is somewhat simi,lar to tlhe parable of the 
talents, was given ,because it was thought that the Kingdom 
of God would immedia.tely appear (:Lk. 19:11-27), We a:re 
not saved by good' ,works, Dut we are saved unto good works 
(Eph. 2:8-10). ,Christ will reward His servants for their 
labours ('Matt. 16:27; Rom. 14:10-12; 2 'Cor. 5:10; Rev. 
22:12), and those Christians who have been faithful will 
suffer loss, 'but their souls will 'be saved (1 Cor. 3:11-15). 

('Matt. 24:48; 2 Pet. 3:3, 4). ' 
, T,he bridegroom arrived at an unexpected' hour (,Matt. 

24 :(4). l\!Jidnight seemed a strange time for the bricial pro
cession and the :wedding supper. Yet, his would.Jbe attend
a,ots shou'ld riot have relaxed' their vigilance so as to be 

The servants of the Lord will be rewarded for faithfulness, 
not for cleverness or success (1 Cor. 4:-2). The two-talented 
man received the same praise as the five-talented -man. The 
same obligation rests upon all who belong to 'Christ to de
velop and invest all their talents, resources, abilities and 
capa'bilities in a manner which will be ,pleasing to Him. The 
one-talented man was not punished because he had only the 
one talent, ,but !because ,he had fdled to use that talent. 
The parable ,may imply that the temptation to misuse, wbuse 
or neglect our resources is ,greatest when those resources 
are the least, We are 'sometimes apt to think that we ,have 
not much to offer to our 'Lord, and it may seem that our 
carelessness would not be noticed. Yet, "little is much if 
God be in it" (Mat. 14:17, 18), and God does not judge ac
cording to men's standards (Mk. 12:42, 43; Acts 3:6). We 
are accepted according to what we do with what we have; 

, not according to what we have not (2 ,Cor. 8:12). 

, caught unprepared (Song of !Sol. 5:2; 1 Thess. 5:4). They 
were almost startled, by the cry: '!Behold! the bridegroom! 
Come ye-out to meet him!" 

'.It was a sad 'awakening for the foolish virgins. 'lTh.eir own 
resources ,had' failed, and this was no time to ,secure help 
from others. Oil is often used as a syrn,bol of the Holy 
Spirit in ,Scri,ptu~e, and each ,must receive the Spirit for him
self Iby faith. There are those who would depend upon the 
profession of ,godl~ parents or friends, but.' in the time of 
r.e.ckon~ng they wi-U !li~over that they must bear their own 
responsibility (Rom. 14:12). 

The wicked 'servant hlamed the master for ,his Own fault 
and failure. His 'heart ,was not rigtht before God; so that 
he misunderstood and slandered his ·lord as exacting; un
,reasonll!ble and hard. His excuse was not valid. If he had 
entertained such an opinion of 'his master, he should ,have 
hesitated 'to incur the master'!! displeasure by wastin.g his 
goods. ' 

The un'profita:ble servant did not receive praise, like the 
other servants, but rather bla.me; not ;promotion, ,but expul
sion; not ,honour, but disgrace; not joy, 'but grief; not reward, 
'but punishment (Matt. 8:12). 

Let us 'not grow wearly in well-d~ing, but let us be 'dili
gent in the Master's service while we watch for Him (,Lk. 
19:13; 1 Cor. 15:58; GaL 6:9; 1 Thess. ,1:9, 10). 


