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.(lStenographiealIy Reported) 

"Hen !from ibeneath is moved for thee ,to meet ·thee at thy coming: it stirreth up 
the dead, lor thee,·even all the dhief ones of the earth; it· hath raised up from their 
thrones all the ·kings of the nations. 

"All they shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou also ·become weak as we? art 
thou become like unto us? . 

. ''Thy pomp is brought down to rthe grave, and the' noise of thy viols: the worm is 
sJ?1ead under thee, and 'the worms cover' thee!'-Isa.i.ah 114:9-11. 

Prayer before the Sermon 
'Thou hast taught us, 0 'Lord, that there is' Ibut one ,way of 

approach ,to T.h·y ·throne, and that is ·through Him Who said, 
I 'am 1fue lWay, the truth, and the life; no man cometlh unto 
the Father, but by me. Therefore, We come in the n1lilJle 
of Jesus· IChrist; and/warth the confidence that through 
Him we shall have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 
'VouchEPafe ito each one of us, an experience .of. the ministry 
of Thy ·Spi,nt. '. 

How ib'ldnd .we are! We know not what a day nor an 
hour may Ibring forth. We cannot see nor rightly appreciate 
the values of the present-how much less are :we competent 
to' !form judgments of· to-morrow! .And therefore we know 
not how to pray, nor what:to pray for, 8!1 we ought •. We 
!bless .Thee that even in .this, Thy grace aboundeth, and tihe 
Spirit malke'th interceslPion for ;the saintlt .according to the 
wiJ.:l of God. We thank Thee for One iWlho knoweth the mind 
of God, and Who is albIe to enlighten our undenrtaridin.g that 
we may be brou.ght into aglreement wi·tiIl .the divine purpose, 
inSpi,ring us to desire that which IGod 'has sovereignly pur­
posed for us. So help us this evening that we may !be suib-

- missive:to·the divine wilJ, :that 'as' we pray and! praise we 
may ,be ·made subject to the en.s;bling power 'Of Thy grace. 

There are many .before Thee tlrls evening who are numlbered 
among Thy bloodbollght ehUdren, who have passed from 
deatill un·to lifez!-o !Whom Thou has 'given Thy priceless gifrt of 
life e~mal. AlII such Thou. hast made to 'be ·Thy chdlchen, 
heirs of God a:i1d joint-:heirs' :w.ith 'Clmist. We thank Thee 
for our security in Him; for the inheritance -incorruptible, 
Wldefi.led, and that fad-eth not 'away, reserved in 'heaven for 
those 'Who are k~t by the power of God throu.gih mith unto 
salvation. We who thus have been taught Iby Thy ,Spirit to 
depend upon the efficacy of .the precious blood are highly 
privileged-in that Thou hast called us into fell'Owship with the 
great Intercessor, the I.ord Jesus Christ. Thou hast made 

-us,O Lord, Thy remembrancers, that we may take no rest-­
and give Thee n.o· rest--until Thou shalt establish and make 
Thy name a praise in the earth. ' 

,We bless Thee this evening aJbaVe everything for· this 
spiritual .inl\entance, for this high and holy privilege of !havin&, 
been eaIlled ,the child·ren of God. We thank Thee f01l' ·the 
lesser blessings Qf Ufe; 'for -all temporall ·and· material com­
forts; for peace and quietness in thqS land; for freedom to 
!Worship Thee as Thy ·Spirit leads us, and 0'1ll' consciences 
dicta.te. Weare grateful f.or the land in which we .live, and 
for the Empire· to which we belong. We thank Thee for its 
history in which Thou hast been pleased' to ·use it as a 
restraining po.wer, as a ,bwwar.k against the amlbitions of 
oppressors. .Again; and agBlin Thou hast wrought through 
our armies, and mightily used our sailol'S on the sea; and 'We 
thank Thee f'Or wha.t we have heard 'of 1fue heLp Thou hast 
given to those who fight in the upper air. Our heartS find 
rest· in this, that rrhy word sti~l stands,. that there is none 

. Hke unto ·the God of Jeshurun, Who 'rideth upon. the Iheaven 
in our ,help, and ion His excellency on the sky. . 

This eyening we ctmunit to Thee in faith these -instrumen­
talities of Thine, as we beHeve. 'Thou are a Great God; Hast 
Thou not called Thyself times without number the Lord of 
HoSts'! Is it not written that the chariots of God are twenty 
tiIlousand, even thousamds of angels? Are not the winlds 
weapons ,in Thine oarmoury? and the waves of the sea Thou 
dost employ to eft'ect mhy purpose. We rejoice in Thy 
throne. Clouds and darkness are roundlllibout Thee; Ijghteous­
ness and judgment are the ihabitaltion of Thy Throne. 

We pray for ,those ,whom Thou hast called to posItions of 
responsilbility in this dreiulful hour; and we pray that as Thou 
hast helped our rulers in time past, Thou wilt d'O so still. We 
thank Thee for a God-fearing 'monarch who has called his 
Empire to prayer; and who recognizes that above an Icings, 
there is the King of ki'llS'S'Who doeth 'as He will in the armies 
of heaven, and among the inhabi.tants at ,the earth, Whose 
hand none o8.n stay, or say unto Him, What doest Thou? Wi6 
'pray Thy blessing :upon ,their M'ajeeties, the 'Kling and Queen, 
'in this try:ing hour; upon the Go.vernment of Great Britain, 

,the. Prime I}finister and aliI his colleaglUeS; upon aU the Gov­
ernments of the Empire. and ,the lIllilera of aH Al);lied· and 
neutral countries. . The ,Lord bless them a1il. 

\ 
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. This evening we ask for Thy sustadning gn-ace f()r .11111 Thy 
children in this war-torn world, whether in the Empire, or 
in Froamce, or in the countries under the heel of the oppressor, 
and even in enemy lands. If and when Thy chiIdren call upon 
Thee, do Thou hear them. Thou mighty Prince, tJhou .Captadn 
of the hosts of the Loll'd, w.nt Thou 'break the power of the 
tyrant, we earnestly 'beseech Thee. Do with Hitler as Thou 
hILS done with others: put Thy 'bridle in his lips, and 'l'hy 
hook in his jaw, and turn him ,back by the way by which he 
has come. Stand by those who, in hours of great crises) 
must make great decisions. Let ·their decisions Ibe Thdne. iBe' 
Thou the Master-iStrategist and TactIci:an and ~mmander 
of all the armed forces of riglh,teousness, and speedily bring 
us a just and, ~igllteous ·peace. 'Meanwhile, give to Thy people 
steadfastness of pur,pose, and courageous hearts, and resolute 
:wills, and sacrificial spir.its, that we may be ready, al~ of us, 
·to do or die ,that truth and righteousness may sul'V'ive and 
'prevail. 

We believe Thou wilt speak to 'us out of Thy Word. We 
thank Thee that in hoUll"S Uke this ThOll does not leave us in 
uncertainty; 'but in times of national distress and world­
sha.Irlng calamities, it is still ,true that Thou wilt keep him lin 
perfect peace whose ·mind is stayed on Thee .because he trulll;teth 
in Thee. .May thls be our 'blessed· eXiperience, so that though 

" there be d'ar'kness roundabout us, there may be .in our hearts' 
the Iight of God, even as the children of Ismel had ligb.t in 
their diwellings when EgYlPt lWas 'WIl"&pped in the blackness 
of night. Bless US everyone, and hasten the day w.hen all 
hearts sh'all :be turned again ·to Thee. May ,religious leaders 
in this country, ·and in England, be led to see how grievously 
we have wand~red, how far Thy people, called Iby Thy name, 
have departed from Thee.. If these terrilble ex,periences can 
ibe used' by Thee ·to ,lead them back to fad,th in ~d and iHis. 
Word, then we ,will praise Thee. 

We pray for the United States, for its great President, and 
f()r all ·the rulers of the American 'Re,publics. The Lord be 
gracious to them. Lead them in paths of righteousness, and 
make them ·to do what ought to 'be d()ne .. So glorify Thyself 
in aliI nation's, and throughou.t the w.orld. We present our 
petitions in the name of Jes:us Christ OUll" Lord. Amen. 

I N one of his hymns, Isaac Watts-and I think ·he must 
. ha.ve written it about this time of the year, says: . 

."N-atu:re with open volume stands 
To sopread her Maker's praise abroad, 

And every labour of His hands 
Shows somethiing wor.thy ox a God." 

And Nature does speak for' God. The Bible plainly 
teaChes that even His eternal power and G<ldhead may 

". be learned from ~ature's book, so that men everywhere 
are left without excuse. 

. It is not only in her/outward form with veI:dure clad, 
'by the valleys covered over with com, "and the pas~u~s 
cover;ed with flocks, and the hills adorned in a myriad 
hues, and the heavens bejewelled ,by a myriad stars, that 
Nature spea,ks for God;' but ,by the operation of the ,laws 
of which these visible splendoursarethe witnesses, .Na­
ture bears witness to iG<ld. Winter comes, and the earth 
is' E1tripped ~f all its beauty and, bereft of all appearance 
'()f fruitfulness and life; and when the icy blasts SlWeep 
9ver sea· and land, we 'Sometimes ask ourselves whether it 
is possible that spring and summer can ever come back 
a·gain. 

But' they do! And we .know they will One might 
easily assume that the beauties and pleasures of summer 
were ended for ever, .but G<ld has made a covenant with 
the earth, and 'by that covenaI,lt He has said :.'''While ,the 
earbh. remaineth, seed,ti·me arid iharVest, and cold' aJid heat, 
and summer. 'and win.ter, ·and. day and nig.ht shall not 
cease." And in order that we may always remember 
this, ,He has said, "T·hia is· the token of the covenant 
which I .make 'between me,and you . and everY living crea­
tlite ·ihat is with YO~" for 'perpetual generations,:' I do 

set my bow in the cloud, 'and it shall be for a token of a 
covenant between me and the earth." 

It is by the unalterability of that covenant that we 
know that winter will pass, and the darkest night; that 
summer and the mornjng will come again. 

'There is in the world also a moral order, a moral con­
stitution; and the laws of that moral order, which are 
just as inexorable as are the ;laws which operate in the 
physical universe, govern the sowing and the reaping in 
that- moral sphere, and ·brin,g seedtime and harvest, sum­
.mer and winter, day and night, in succession to each ' 
other, as regularly and as inevi,tably as in the physical 
,world. The Word of God pl'lOClaims and defines and 
illustrates the moral sowing and reaping, the seedtime 
and harvest for men and for nations. 

Many of you, I suppose, heard the Pri·me Minister;s 
solemn speech this afternoon. :Even as we sit' here in. 
the quiet and security of this house of prayer, the fiercest 
battle of all human history is raging. The Prime Mi~­
ister said a very si,gnificant thin·g. He did not mention 
any nation by name, but said, "Side by side, unaided 
except by their ikithand ·kin in the .great Dominions' and 
by the wide empires which rest beneath their shield, side 
by side the ·British and French ,people have advanced to . 
·rescue not only Eur()pe, but man:kind, from the foulest 
and- most soul-destroying tyranny :which has ever dark­
ened and stained the pages of history." 

I hope there were miHi()ns of people in the United 
States listening,-Oh hear it, ye Americans !-"Unaided" 
against the ·greatest tyranny the world has ever known. 

We .glory . in the traditions of our race, and in the 
achievements of our forces, oot who can tell the issue 

. of ' this battle? Most solemnly I declare that I believe 
. we can find greater com~ort and greater assurance as to 
the ul,timate issue of this dark hour from this most sure 
word of prophecy than can possibly be supplied to us 
by any mathematical. estimate of any expert of the ulti­
mate. result. For a long time---oh, for a long time-.:.­
preachers by the hund'reds, and by the thousands, in 
Canada, in the United States, and in Engla,nd, have been 
parroting the lies of Gemany, mocking 'at the Word of 
God. 

A lady said to me this morning, "I have lived, in 
Toronto thirty-five years ,and this is the first time I have 
heard you. But I have iheard much about you"! That 
does not disturb me. I .said to 6<>meone the otber day 
about the Joying propaganda that ·had been set afloat "in 
respect to this chu'rch, "i know the or.iginal author of it, 
and he must ·have been a disciple of Dr. Goebbels." What 
has been our offence? That we have always believed the 
~ook, that the Old Testament' 8$ welI as the New is in:. 
breathed by ,the Spirit of God, ,and that from Genesis to 
~velation it is the word of .God. Peop],e now are tum­
~ng to ~he Old Te.stament, ,but .it i's no truer to-day than 
It was In peace tIme. The Book was made for days of 
trouble. It was .written for the cloudy and dark, day, 
and for the starless. ni,ght. . . 

Tbe Bible says that the recoro' of the absolute deStruc­
tion of &dom and Gomorrah was literal authentic his­
tory. Our Loro says' that .by implication. And equally 
it is divineJy-inspi'n!d 'prophecy; for bhey are set. forth 
as an example "suffering the vengeance of etemal fire." 
Ninevahand Tyre and Sidon and Babylon-we have thei~ 

. histor.ies, and the history of everyone of them, is a pro-
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phecy and an illustration of what must inevitably eome 
to pass 'to those who walk in the way Of those sinners 
of ancient times.' 

. I am not so expert as some of my brethren profess to 
be in their eschatological identifications, but I can iden­
Ufy principles; and I think that is what the prophecies 
of Scripture are, prophetic princtples; they are the divine 
revelation of laws which have the might of God behind 
them, 'and which are as inexorable ae gravitation. 

Babylon, particularly and specifically, is a type~ and 
symbol. Babylon and Babel are one. It was .at Ba·bel, 
under the leadership of someone who wanted a place in 
the sun, that men came together and said, "Go to, let us 
build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto 
iheaven; and let us make us a name." And God came 
down .to see what they were doing-as God will certainly 
come down to see what Hitler is doing. He confounded 
their tongues, and destroyed their tower; and they left 
off to build it. 

T.here was an historical Babylon, which was in its day 
the greatest of aU world-powers. It reached the hei'ght 
of its glory and influence in the days of Nebuchadnezzar 
the great king. There is another Babylon of which the 
Bible speakiS, a mystical Babylon, a symbol of all that 
Babylon represente~, and between the .two there have 
been many ambitious men Who have challenged the might 
of God. 

The Bible,i-n the Old Testament and in the New, pre­
dicts in the plainest possible language the .ultimate com­
plete de$1;ruction of Babylon, and .al1 ,that it symbolized. 
About that, there' can be no question whatever; and I 
propose to show you this evening, from the Word of God, 
that if it be true that there is a God Whose throne is 
established in righteousness, if .it be true. that the Bi:ble 
is the divinely inspired word of the living God, then we 
have the most up-to~date news of the war in the Book; 
and while I hesitate to prophesy ordinarily, in the sense 
of predicti-ng, yet on the authority of 'God's Book, I think 
I am saf~ in saying that Hitler and all that he repre-
sents are already doomed and damned. . 

The chapter which I have read to you is an extra­
ordinary one. It is almost an exact paz:allel to the six­
. teenth chapter of Lu:ke, .in which our Lord, in one of 
His discourses, draws the veil and gives us a .picture of 
the life beyond, Lazarus in Abraham's bosom, and the 
rich man in hell and in torment." In this chapter ·the pen 
of inspiratiOn promises the utter destruction of all ty­
rants, and then draws the veil and shows us the entrance 
of those tyrants into the life beyond. 

The word "hell" used in our text is a translation of 
the word sheol, and it means not exclusiv~ly the abode 
of the wicked: it means the place of "the dead, both the 
righteous and the unrighteous. Sometimes it is trans­
lated, grave; but taken in. its connection here it is a 
counterpart of ·the New Testament description of hell 
itself. For I can conceive of no more terrible hell for 
anyone than that which is 'described by God Himself 
in, this chapter. . 

It may be there is someone here who says, "I do not 
believe in hell." That, my friend, I remind you, will 
not extinguish the fires! '-'I do not believe in future 
retri.bution." Iof you do not, there is something wrong 
with yoqr m~ral nature. I repeat Y1hat I have said 
before, i,f there- were no hell-if that wez:e conceivable-

there ought to ,be one created for Hitler's accommodation. 
It.is the only kind· of concentration camp that could be 
appropriate to the requirements of justice. Turning 
the pages of history and reading of all the iniquities 
which men have perpetuated,-if there were no day of 
reckoning, I should· find it impossible to believe in any 
moral government of the universe. 

Only last _week a ju4'ge sentenced two men to the peni­
tentiary for life, and another for fifteen years, 'and he 
said it required great restraint on his part not to pass 
sentence of death. But no one said the sentence wa~ 
too 'severe, and one of the ,papers said th,ere should have 
'been a sentence of d.eath. When-I ,read it I said to my­
self, It was well for ,the guilty ones tha.t he was the 
judge, and not I. I should have felt compelled to pass 
sentence of death. It was a heinous offence, and we must 
put a stop ~ that 60rt of thing. But we have heard a 
great deal of sentimental ,twaddle in these days from 
the pulpit and the press, approving the coddling of pris­
oners, and su,ggesting that after all, if a man plays the 
devil, there is probably something wrong with his glands! 
He needs a sur.gtcal operation! Some of them do, with­
out an an-aesthetic! Hitler certainly does! I hope you 
will not think I am harsh. I warned you this morning, 
that if you are nervous, you 'had-better stay at home 
to-night. 

I. 
HERE IS A PROVERB OR TAUNTING SPEECH AGAINST THE 

DOOMED TYRANT. It literally means, a tauntilllg speech 
which is to be taken up against a doomed tyrant, the 
king.of .Babylon, a type, a symbol, a prophetic example of 
all who later should walk in his ways. 

He is spolten of as an oppressor. The speech begiIl!B by 
gloryilIlg, almost gloating over the fact that the oppre.sor 
has ceased. Take your concordance some day and look 
up the words "oppressor" and "oppression", and you will 
see that the Bible abounds with expressions of divine 
indignation against qppression and againat oppressors. 
We have been saying, "It is none of our business what 
sort of government Germany has." We have said, "If 
they want to have a tyrant as their master, that is their 
affair." But it is some of ·God's 'busi.ness what sort of 
government there is -in any country. He takes account 
of all oppression, and H~ has .promised that He will 
"brea·k the oppressor in pieces." 

Has there ever been a .greater oppressor than the one 
against whom we are doing battle to-day? I was' glad 
to hear that the twenty~ne American Republics had pro­
tested against the invasion of Hollood and Belgium. I 
hope they .will make ·their protest good. It is 8Ometbiil.g 
for them to have ex.pressed their attitude toward a world 
crime. They say, "We protest against it; we abhor it." 

God long ago protested against what we are now fight­
ing, and the Bible is full of the record of His protest. 
And not only so, but of His declaration of war against all 
oppressors. We know. that God is on our side, and I 
venture to say that when the war is over, it will be some 
of our "business Wohat sort of government they have in 
Germany. Life under Naziism would be intolerable. 
Mr. Ohurchill said to-day: "I have received from the 
chiefs' of the French Republic, and particularly from its 
indomitable Prime Minister, M. ReynauG, the most sacred 
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pledges that whatever happens they will fight to the end) 
be it bitter or be it glorious,----IJlay, if we fight to the 
end, it can only be glorious;" and, in turn, pledged 
Britain "never to surrender ourselves to shame and ser­
vitude whatever the cost and the agony may be." The 
whole Empire ,will agree. We cannot submit to oppres­
sion, but must be willing to die rather than submit to the 
yoke of Hitlerism. 

·Observe also; the ezactress ~f gold, a golde'll. cit'll. 
was to cease. It was the way of the kings of Babylon 
to 'rob their victims on a wholesale scale. You remember 
when Belshazzar held a feast for a thousand of his lords, 
he spread IlIPOn ·his banqueting table the golden veSsels 
which he had taken from the house of God, stolen from 
another nation. I do ,not think there ever was a nation 
that has done so much of that as Germany. They d'id 
it in the last war. Every terl"itory they overran they 
stri'pped of everything that cou-ld be taken away. They 
removed from Northern France millions and millions of 
dollars' worth of machinery, carried it to Germany, leav­
ing France without facilities for reconstruction.. They 
stole the .gold forom the banks of Austri'a and Czechoslo­
valda, and Hitler and Goebbels and Goering, if a thou­
sandth part of ;what is reported is true, have furnished 
their own. pi-iv·ate bouses with things they have stolen 
from their own .peopleand from the treasuries of the 
nation. 

What is the Nazi movement? You are horrified at the 
rolbbing of a .bankwhen two or three men threaten others 
at the point of a revolver for ·a few thousand dollars. I 
say· nothing new: I want to stir you up. Someone may 
say, "Dp not get angry." I want you to become angry. 
We ought to be fl'aming with indi,gnoiltion at the damn­
able oppressors. ·Canada would do well to become angry! 
Hitleri-s-m represen,ts the most oolossal organization of 
~obbers the world has ever known. "The exactness of 
g,old, has ceased." :But the world's 'Chief-of-Police, if 
you please, the Generalissimo of .all a·rmies, the Lord 'of 
hosts, 6"ays, "I will stop· you; I will arrest you; arid will 
destroy you; 'and i~ shall· be said, The exactress of gold 
has Ceased." Do not be disheartened. We are bound to 
succeed! No matter what the 'price we have to pay, the 
~xac~ress· of gold must cease. 

This oppressor is described as "s.miting the people in 
his ,wrath with a continual stroke." I wish some min­
isterial associations of which I have read recently would 
invite me to .preach to them! How they prate about 
love! How geh,t1e and considerate theya're of the poor 
Germans! But apparently they have little pity for their 
victims. What a scourge Germany has been! I have been 
reai;iing recently-I do not know how many volumes I 
have on the last war; I read nearly everything published 
at the time. I have been re-reading the official reports, 
the official war records of aU countries. We ought to 
remember the last war. I believe it is a solemn duty to 
remember. , . 

In the Old Testament there are certain principles laid 
down ~or the governance of men, many of. which have 
been i.ncorporated· into our own lega-l system. British 
jurisprudenc!l is largely built upon the Mosai,c economy. 
Whenever you see a truck .going- along with a flag on the' 
end of a ,protruding object, or an excavation i-n the road 
with a fence ~rourid it, or' with a red light at night, you 
may say, ·"The Bible told them to do that." The Bible 

says if you open a pit, and leave it unprotected, you are 
respons~ble for any accident that may follow.' It also 
says, "If an ox ,gore a man or a woman. that they die: 
then the ox shall be su.rely stoned, and his flesh shall 
not be eaten; ,but the owner of the ox shall be quit. But 
if'the ox were wont to push w,ith his :horn in time past, 
and jot hath been testified to his owner, and he hath not 
kept him in, bu·t that he hath killed a man or a woman; 
the ox shaH be stoned, and his owner also shall be put 
to death." The owner who allowed the vIcious ox to 
live ~a-s responsible .for whatever' damag~ the beast did. 

We let this wild beasot go af.ter the last war. We let 
that wild beast loose. We allowed him to continue on 
Ms munierous way. 

I loo'ked up ,some ,statistics ,to-day. The ,last w,ar "in­
creased the total national debts of 'the nations involved 
from twenty-eight !billion. dollars to two hundred and 
fourteen billions; it effected a total loss of 240 bill'ions 

. The army losses in killed on both sides ;was 8,163,318; 
'and wounded 20,203,653; or a ,total casualty Hst of 
28,377,271; :In. addition to these losses. the war killed 
2,673,120 civiolians. Total casualties for the war was 
31,050,391. And we only fined him I . And even then we 
did not make him pay the ·fine! It was said, "Poor Ger­
many! They cannot pay it." Do you not think the Ger­
many· .that has rearmed at such enormous cost for the 
world's. destruction, could :have m'ade reparations for the 
wrong she did in the last .war? Said some minister from 
Brantford, "I could ,not use a bayonet on a man I am 
taught to love." In hi,s official report to the United Stat~s 
Secretary of State, dated ,September, 1917. Mr. Brand 
Whitlock says that at a certain place in Belgium 12 chil­
dren under ,the age of 6 perished .from ,the fire of the 
executioners, six of them as they lay in their mothers' 
arms: .the child' Fievet, 3 weeks old; Maurice Betemps, 
11 months old; NeHy Pollet, 11 mQnths oid; Gilda Genon, 
18 months old; Gilda Marshot, 2 years old; Clara Stru­
vay, 2 years and 6 months ... The ,pile of ·bodies compris­
ed also many chi'ldren from 6 to 14 years." That is one 
short. passage fro~ his report on German atrocities. 
Women and children were lined up and shot or "bayonet­
edl! Well,Mr. Brantford preacher, -if you cannot bay­
onet Hitler, lend me your gun! 

I hate war. I hate everything that savours of war. 
But. I should feel I was recreant to my ·trust, that SO]Jle­
thing was sadly lacking in my mora.1 constitution. if I 
did not hate such wickedness as is now flooding Europe 
more. And I say it ·now, because it will not be long 
before there will be more of ·these reverend sisters tal·k­
ing twaddle. Forgive the sarcasm! You would faint if 
I were to tell. YOll how I feel. But many preachers of 
our day oug,lit to ,wear petticoats. They. do not know the 
gospel. Apparently they know nothing about "the sever­
ity of 'God," the righteousness of God, the justice of 
God.,.......,and .thllt is lar.gely why the world is in i,ts present 
confusion. , 
- This tyrant smote the people in iii's wrath "'with a con­
tinual stroke". Dreadful! To the honour of some Ger­
men soldiers .be it" said, they sickened at the task laid 
upon them by I1lheir omcer.s; but many of them delighted 
in it. Here and there a man recoiled f·rom the horror 
of it, but do ·not run away· wi·th the idea that this bes­
thility of Hi·tler and his crowd is new in Germany .. Do. 
not let anyone persu·ade you it was the Versailles Treaty 

--~ 
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that produced Hitler.· There was no Versailles T~eaty to 
produce the Kaiser, or any of .the other wholesale butch­
ers of the last war. They were just as full of the devil, 
just as murderous.·as Hi.tler.-~.Germany f'rom the days of 
Frederick the Great down has been the world's g·reatest 
curse. There are some good -Germans; But Germany as 
a nation is not fit to live, 'and ought not to be allowed 
to. continue in i:ts present form. r, 

'rhe despot of the text 'is descri'bed as one who made 
the earth to tremble~ Is not that true .to-day? Is it not 
amazing that the nearly five hundred millions of the Brit­
ish Empire, between one and ,two 'hundred millions of 
the Fren!!h Empir~I do not know the exact population 
of Holland proper, but about seventy millions in the 
Dutch Empire, arid Belgium, and Norway, and 'Poland, 
-indeed, all the earth trembles. Why? Because of . 
one man. He has his associates. I Iknow, but mainly 
because of one man. . . 

That is a situation that ought not, that ~n not be 
allowed to continue. No man of tha.t quality' should be 
allowed to 'live anyw.here on the earth. "Is this the 
man tha't made !the e'arth to tremble,· that did shake 
kingdoms"; that made the world, ,as a wilderness', and 
d1estroyed the cIties thereof; that opened not the' 
house of his prisoners?'" I heard .8. great add·ress 
last week by the former Editor of The London Times, 
remind'in'g us of ;some things ,that we aU know' but 
perhaps may not have· thought of. Among other 
things, he said that the pres'ent action of Hitler might 
be construed as ,the ac't of a d,estperale man. Ser­
ious as it is, it has some. bright aspects. He said 
that throughout Germany 'in the concentration camps 
there are literally hundreds of thousands of Germans a,s 
well as aliens, subjected to the rigou'rs of the most dread­
ful sort of confinement, abuse and tOl"'Illent. He re­
marked tha.t these must have hundreds of thousands of 
reIatives in Germany. 'Dhey are not saying anything, 
but one canlIlot assume that they are particularly friendly. 
to the Hitler regime. And before the war h~ shed the 
blood of war in peace, and the relatives of his many 
.victims, though they 'may not be pro-British are almost 
certainly anti-Hi.iler. Be that as it may, Hitler is like 
the villain of the text, of whom it is remarked that he 
took prilfoners, and "opened not the doors of the prison­
house". He found ·speci·al delig.bt in chaining them, en­
slaving them. But has the wor·ld ever 'known a fouler 
tyranny than that of Hitler? He would put all mankind 
in chains if he could. "And destroyed the citifls thereof". 
We thought we had Ileft such things behind; that now, 
even ·in war, .armies would aim their attacks at "military 
objectiY'es". But Babylon's love of wanton destruction 
of' cities and civilian populations has' reappeared. . 

His promise that He will break the staff of the wicked. 
Tanks and planes, and mines 'and submarines are notliing 
to Him. 

That isa terrible story about the nearly three thou-­
sand tan·ks, !Which Germany is said to be using. How­
ever, we m~y hear that the French and British armies 
are between the tanks an·d the main German army before 
long. W,hatever instrumentalities He may use, We may 
be sure, as He did in the last war, He W-ill do in this, 
God will brea<k the staff of the wicked. We may indeed 
c1ai.m the literal fulfilment of the promise, "Ye shall not 
g<J .out with haste nor go by flight: for the Lord will go 
before YOU; and the God_of Israel ~U be your rereward." 

II. 

The text .predicts-THERE SHALL BE- REJOICING. ON 
EARTH BECAUSE OF THE FALL OF THIS TYRANT-on earth 
and even -in hell. We ought'not to rejoice over the fall of 
our personal enemies. We must learn to distinguish be­
tween personal relations in which we must behave as 
Ohristians, and forgive and suffer; and our relations as 
members of the state and subject to those who bear not 
the sword in vain. We must not rejoice over the fall of 
our personal en~mies, hu,tcan you tell me anything over 
which the. earth would rejoice more to-nig.ht than' the 
death of .Hitler? That is a horrilble ·thing to say, but it 
is ,true. . There is· nothing' that could be reCkoned as a 
.greater ,blessing to this earth than that it should be said 
this man had ceased to Ibe. Why? Because O'fItLY then 
can men be' assured of th.eir own ier:urity. The cedars 
are represented as holding a concert of praise: "The fir 
trees rejoice ·at thee, and the cedars of Lebanon, saying, 
Since thou art laid down, no feller is come up .against 
us."-Now they can grow and beat p·eace. That is 'how 
earth received the news of .Babylon's fall. -

I have conducted many funerals, and I have had to 
face some' difficult situations on such occasions. There 
was nothi·ng one could say. I have seen funerals at which­
the deceased's own famHy stood about the grave tear­
less. Everyone knew the widow would be hapP.ier as a 
widow than she could ever have been as a wife. I,t is 
tragic to the last degree when one is forced to recognize 
and acknowledge that ·a man has been a cumberer of 
the ground, and that his room is more-welcome than his 
company. That is what is said here. When this tyrant 
.is dead, when the Lord has swept 'Babylon "with the 
besom of destruction," it is .said, "Th~ whole earth' is 
at rest, and is quiet.'" And that can never be true of 
this earth again, unti'l Hitler and all his allies, with aU 
they represent are utterly destroyed. 

Then the ea?·th shall sing. "They break forth into sing-· 
ing." II am carta'in of this, I here announce it: when 
Hitler falls, we will have a service of praise in this 
church! When Hitler falls-as fall he will-the whole 
civilized world wiU "break forth into singing." 

But my text says that the Lord wiU break the staff 
of the wicked, and the sceptre of th~ rulers. That is a 
very simple. word. I do not know what means He will 
employ,. ·but the Lord will break the staff of the wicked, 
and destroy the sceptre of the rulers. THE ,LoRD HIM- III .. 
SELF ~LL DO IT!: . This story would not be complete without a further 

Do you ibelieve in God? I do not mean, believe in an 'chapter; and the text supplies it: THERE WILL BE RE­
albstract idea, 'but in a real' God, a living God, a God JOICING IN HELL, in sheol, ·in .the place of .the dead. "Hell 
Who is a factor in ·the affairs of individu·als and nations, from beneath is. moved for thee .tOe meet thee 'at thy com­
and Who .has not laid 'His sceptre- by, 'and Who has ing: it stirreth up the_llead:for...:thee, even all the .chief 
declared He will whet _His' glittering sword,. and that ·ones .of the earth; it-hath ;raised: up: from their. thrones 
His hand wiU take hold on' judgment·? Then we have - all the kings of the nations.~_:H.ere:·i!5 an unveilii1g~of.·li~e 
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beyond the grave, anti in the Old Testament. It deBCdbes 
a sta,te 01 cOnBciouane88, it implies that ·the denisons of 
that lower world, hearing of the approaching advent of 
this new member, come to meet him. There is a real 
reception in hell. That is more .than an apostrophe: it 
is what the Bible teaches, ·that there is a real reception 
in the place of the dead for one who has outstripped all 
others in his wiekedness,-they are "stirred u.p", "moved 
f·rom beneath", to ·meet "him at his coming. 

Hitler is fond of receptions, fond of triumphal pro­
cession·s. He Ukes to ride in triumph into the capital of 
a country he has trampled under his merciless heel. Men 
cry, "Heil Hitler." I think it is 8Ou·nd exegesios; I pro­
test there is nothing ingenious about. my interpretation, 
but rather that' I give you sound Bi'ble .teaching when I 
say that hell arranged a reception for the. ·king of Baby­
lon, and will do the same for everybody like him. But 
it will be a very different reception from the kind Hitler 
plans for bimself! 

It is not a state of unconSciousness that is here de­
scribed.· They were able ·to recognize this man, able to 
talk with him, alble. to talk to each other about pim; a 
colloquy takes place:between the spirits of the dead in the 
place of the dead. Here the tyrant is met at his coming; 
he is greeted ,by many of his victims, the kings ~f the 
earth and 'the chief ones, the men to whom he had shown 
no mercy, the chief ones of the countries he had impover­
ished and destroyed,· the ',kings whom he had carried 
captive, Uke Zedekiah whose eyes he had p~t out. Now 
it is his turn, and hell is moved' to meet him. Ali the 
kings of the eartli that had to bow their knee and 
acknowledge his ·power, and were driven from light into 
darkness by his er·ilel and murderous hate-they meet 
and mock and taunt:him at his coming. 

and the fire is not quenched." But to the level of wurms, 
has this tyrant come, as all tyrants must. 

IV. 
Then HE IS LIKENED TO LUCIFER: "How art thou fallen 

.from heaven, O' Lucifer, son of the morning! how art 
tho~ cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the 
nations." This probably is a reference to Satan, and to 
the angels which kept not their first estate but were cast 
down to hell. What an. immeasuralble, unimaginable 
descent !-"For thou bast -said in thine heart, I will 
ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars 
of God: I will sit 'also upon the mount of the congrega­
tion, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the 
heights of the clol,ids; I will be like the most High. Yet 
thou -shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the 
pit." .' 

And thus al,ways, by, God's inexorable law, the proud 
are brought low, the ambitious are brought down to the 
sides of the pit. Can anyone believe t~at that· universal 
law can fail to operate in the case of Hitler? What a 
descent! What a dive! The cmsh of one of Hitler's 
fastest bombers, from the highest altitude to earth's 
deepest pit, could be nothing in comparisOn. And nothing 
less than this, since ·God is on the throne, can befall this . 
bloodY tyrant. 

. Hitler has gloried in his successes. He has lied his 
way to victory in many cases without firing a shot; He 
has mocked at the weaknesses of the democracies, and 
at the folly of their leaders who have paid him the com­
pliment of believing that he might occasionally .tell the 
truth. But to all such deceptions, to all such di·a1bolical 
tyrannies, my text .predicts there must come a violent 
end. 

The questiori is sometimes raised as· to whether the T.he context ·promises that he ·8haU be denied even a 
fires of hell are liteMI flame or not. I do not care: I ·decent burial. I said just now that it does not say he 
was assured long ago that tJhrough the grace of the Lord is consumed with ,worms. This divine revelation of the 
Jesus, I should.not ex.perience it. I .beg you, my hearers, future life says that the kings of the earth "lie in glory, 
to make sure-give dililg.ence to ,ma;ke your calling apd every one in his own 'house"; 'that is, his own grave. Each 
election sure. But there is not a person here who does was buried with honour by those who h'ad regarded him 
not know that there is a suffering that is .far more as a king. But for this wHd 'beast, no ,grave was prepared. 
intense than any physical suffering. That revelation of Hell from beneath was moved to meet his .doomed and 
the unseen world by the Lord Jesus, when He described damned spirit, but as for ibis accursed Ibody, there was to 
the rich ,man as <being in hell, in torment, is a pre- be no grave for it: "Thou art cast out of thy grave like 
resurrection scene. As yet that wicked spirit was not an abominable branch, and as the raiment of those that 
re-uni~d withrits Ibody, the-resurrection unto damnation are slai·n, thrust throu.gh with a sword, that go down to, 
had not ·yet 18](en place, for he had brothers still living . the .stones of the pit; as a carcase trodden under feet. 
on earth; and while his disincarnate spirit must have Thou shalt not be joi·ned with them in burial, because 
been incapable of physical ·suffering, yet he was tor- thou hast destroyed thy land, and slain thy peopie." 
men ted in some ·kind of -flame worse than any literal . po not be s'hocked when I say that the text seems to 
fire-though I do 'not say that that may not be there too. suggest that even the worms will not be a<ble to stomach 

But here is something. worse than any fire Hitler's him. He is to be trodden under foot as an accursed' 
. incendi'ollry bombs .have kindled. Think of it: all these carease, not fit for decent burial. For this 1.s the irre­
whom this tyrant had doomed are .awaiting him in hell- sistible divine fiat: "!fhe seed of evildoers shall never 

. and they· will speak -to him. Tibey will not greet him in be renowned." -
silence-and they will ru>t shout, "Heil, Hitler." Said ,I turn from all newspapers, and all news~ts, and all 
they, "'Art thou also become weak as we? art thou be- books on the war-thoUJglb I read as many as i: can of 
come like unto us? Where is the power you boasted of? them-to the only Book, for my own comfort. I know 

. Are you come down·to our level? Have you had to lay that God forgives sinners, but the Bible does say, "There 
aside all your pomp 1" aow they taunted him! How is 'a sin' unto death!' I do not say that he shall pray for 
they mocked him!. He. has become the companion of it." Again I may surprise you when I say that when 

·worms .. Worms! WOnDS -over .him, and worms .under I heard a young .man last Sunday evening pray that 
. '-hlml--: Ana it ·does·not aay'-that he is consumed 'by .the ·'Hitler_migoht. ,be 'cpnverted and washed in the blood, I 

"worms; :'There i-8· Ii place<"where the worm' dieth :not, .. did not:: say; -Kmen .. I ain not 'praying for Hitler's· con-

( 
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version. What I mean. is Utis. lie has set himself In the i~ter-biblical period the ,Jews came to observe 
against God, against aU religion, the likest human in- the Sabbath very strictly. Proof .of this is found in the 
dividual to the devil ·himself the :world has ever seen; fact that when Ptolemy I. Soter (322-285 B~C.) invaded 
and if there has ever been in all the world's long bist~ry Palestine, he captured Jerusalem on a Sabbath when the 
one who was utterly reprobate, threefol4 more a child ,. Jews would offer no resistance. Josephu·s quotes a 
of hell than any other, Hitler must be that man. And I heathen who calls this ".their unseasonable su.perstition" 
believe that utter destruction in this life, and in the life (Antiquitie8 of the Jew8, 12.1). The writer of 1 Macca­
to come the eternal judgment of a holy God, must fall bees tells how in the wars of Antiochus IV: Epiphanes 
upon him.' (175-164 B.C.) against the Jews, some did not resist an 
. Yet I would remind you that there i8 no e8cape for attack occurring on the Sabbat.h and died in their "sim­
any Qne of us Sf!,'lJe through. the deat.h· of Christ. You· plicity"; whereupon Matthias and 'his brothers took coun­
and I have sinned enough to merit hell. You and I have sel ndt to act thus again lest all be destroyed (2:31-41). 
sinned enough to deserve e~erlasting punishment from The Jews of the Dispersion ·made the Sa~bath widely 
the presence of a holy God, And th·e only way by whIch ~nown by the!~ observance. ,Tacitus, the Roman hist?r­
that eternal judgment can be escaped is to accept the lan, charged the ~.lthY race, as ih~ .called them, WIth 
judgmellt which God has pronounced upon sin in the slo~h therefor, as dId Juvenai the satIrIst and Seneca the 
person of His Son, and see· ourselves slain in Him, and phIlosopher. 
to remember that, Amidst rising Jewish legalism Jesus 'Chrisrt was born. 

"He, hell in hell laid low, What was our Lord's attitude toward ,the Sabbath? He 
Made sin, He sin o'erthrew; honoured the divine law by keeping it, using the day for 

Bowed to the grave, destroyed it 110, rest and worship. It was His custom to 'attend the 
And Death, by dying, s'lew." synagogues and to preach ,tihere (e.g., Luke 4:16). Yet 

And because of that, millions, ·believing have rejoiced the Gospels are frequent in their references ,to His Sab-
to sing, bath controversies with the Pharisees,· which, indeed, did 

"There is a Fountain filled with blood much to bring a:bout His final condemnation to death. To 
Dr!loWD from I:rilmanuel's veins; u~de.rstand these ·we must remember. into what a tangle 

And sinners, plunged·'beneaJth that lood, the "hedge" of regulations which they had pla-ced around 
Lose all their guilty &tains." ,the 18IW, had brought Sabbath observance. The rabbis 

. But as for those who defy the Almighty and aspire had enlarged on the Mosaic prohi-bitions of work on the 
to becoming like the most High, it is written, "T.he Sabbath, and had divided the ·principal kinds of work 
wicked shall be turned hlto hell, and all the natio~·s that (c~lled a'IJoth, "fathers") under thil'lty-nine different 
fOl'lget God." And in respect to that, as to all other .heMs, and the lesser forms of la:bour (called toledoth 
divine decrees, "The Lord of hosts hath purposed, and "descendant~") they had listed at great leng!th. Her~ 
who shall disannul it? and his hand is stretched out, are a few examples:· a broken bone could not be set on 
and who shall turn it back?" W.herefore comfort one the Sabbath; one must not even use. a gargle; only a 
another with these ·words. Amen. ,transgressor would write even two Hebrew letters; no 

SEVENTB·D~ Y ADVEN,l'ISM 
By Rev. W. Gordon Brown, M.A. 

Chapter IV 
• THE SEVENT-H-DA Y 

(Continued) 

Now according to the law the Sabbath was o~e of the 
feasts of the Lord, as also were the Passover, Pentecost, 
'l.'abernac1es, etc. (Leviticus 23). On !that day the shew­
bread was changed (Leviticus 24 :5-8: 1 Chronicles 
9 :32), and special offerings vy'eremade . (Numbers 
28:9f). . 

The Sabbath was ·given to set a sign and seal upon 
Israel as the· special '·people of God, so distinguishing 
them from other nations (Exodus 31: 13-17; Ezekiel 20: 
12, 20; cf. Genesis 17:10f., quoted in RomaIliS 4:11.) 
This sign of the covenant made by God with the Hebrews 
was kept through Old Testament history with more or 
less regularity. The, breaking of it was a sign Qf spirit­
ual declension (Amos 8:5: La~entations 2:6): reform": 
.ers restored its observance (e.g., Nehemiah 10 :.31; .13: 
15 :·22) : and prophets .pronou~ced blessings on those who 
consecrated the Sa'.bba.tih to the Lord (e.g., Isaiah 58: 
13f.; 66:23: Jeremiah 17:19-27; Ezekiel 44:24). Dur­
ing the exile they stressed Sabba.th observance as ~epar­
ating ·Israel from the heathen (e.g., Ezekief 20: 12-21 : 
22 :26: 23 :38). ... - . 

sealed document cou-ld be opened: if a handkerehief were 
dropped, it mu~ not· ,be picked up: a woman could, not 
e~en "·have a pin in ,their dress" (A. Edersheim, Life and 
T,mes of J({8US the M.es8iah, 1906; II., p. 781, where much 
detail ~s given). Strange to. saY,-or is it strange?­
the r~b~is com-posed a book called Ef'U'lJin ("mixtures"), 
contalDIng rules a·nd regu~tions ,by which they got round 
the other rules! Truly, in their estimation man was 
made for .the Sabbath (Mark 2:27). But further, the 
rabbis believed the Sabbath had prevailed "in all its 
strictness, from eternity, throughout Ithe universe. All 
the rabbinical precepts respecting j.t had been revealed to 
Jacob from the originals on the tablets of heaven. Even 
in hel~ theJost had rest from their torments on its sacred 
hours, and the ·waters of Bethesda might be ,troubled on 
other days, but were still and unmoved on .this" (G. 
Geikie, The Life and Word8 of Christ, 1880, p. 450). Now 
it was against all this pettifoggery that Jesus protested. 
The divine law He would observe, bu,t not "the command­
ments of men" (,Matthew 15:9: from Isaiah 29: 13: cf. 
Colossians 2 :22: Titus 1 :14). 

. Seventh:-Day Adventists !leek to impress the teachings 
of Jesus to show that He- expected His ,folloWers ever to 
observe the Sabbath.· In reference to ,the destruction of 
Jerusalem, for instance, He told those ·who heard him to 
pray Ntat their flight might not be on the Sa:bbath (l'lat­
~hew 24 :20). A very na.tural ex;plana.tion of this pas­
sage, ,however, is found in the fact that Jewish Christ-

(Continued on pa.ge 9), 
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THE EDITOR'S TIDRTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
BUILDING FUND OFFERING. 

. This paper will not reach many of our readers until 
the 24th of. May, and many more will receive it at a stiU 
later date. We have appealed for the offering named' 
above, and write this note merely to say that though your 
offering does not reach us on the 24th, it 'Will not be too 
late whenever you are able to send it. 

STEADY! 
The war news, to the ordinary observer, is not at pres­

ent particula·rly eheering. At its best, it represents a 
grave crisis in world affairs, and at its worst i-t is graver 
still. !Bu't vi"ctory is never snatched from defeat by 
anyone in' a ·panic. . . 

Tnere is in the news nothing to ind·icate any kind of 
trembling on the part of Britairi, either her .Government . 
or her .people. If any people in .the ·world should be 
afraid, outside the lands actuaIly -invaded, j.t might well 
be the British. The Belgian and Freneh populations, so 
far as they are able, have withdrawn from places of 
special danger; but the courageous spirit that sustains 
these outraged peoples is marvellous in ·the extreme. If 
therefore there is nothing that ·could 'pe described as· fear 
and trembling on the part of these people who stand di­
rectly in the path' of Hitler's Juggernaut, how inexcus­
'able any-thing approaching panic or even excessive ner­
vousness on the part of people on this continent must be. 
. The feeling ,that should chiefly .possess Canadians. i!l 
one of shame that Ca'nada iR not doing more to"meet the 
emergency. We shaIl have more to say on that po.int 
later. But at least we can make this contribution: we 
carl show courageous he~ll¢s and steady nerVes in the 
crisis. 

We feel indignant at some of the Toronto papers. The 
headline on the fi'rst edition of a morning paper last 
night, and even its modification in the later morning edi­
tion,. was inexcusa:ble. The ~.E.F. is not "trapped", nor 
is it "cu·t off". Whatever the 'future may hold, it will be 
time enough to speak in such terms when ·the thing has 
actually happened. If ,such headlines could do anything 
to stir the Canadian Government and people to greater 
action, they might be justifiable, ,but certainly -the news 
to date does not justify such headlines. 

But even this is as nothing compared to' the tone of 
newscasts from -the United States. H6w many ·are issued 
·by the German .propaganda machine, we do not know; 
·but many of them are worse than the yellowest journal­
'ism at its worst. We sug.gest to our readers that if they 
have not good nerves, -they w()uld be wiser' to confine 
t.hemselves to official reports, and then to give their imag­
i·nations an extended vacation, and resolve that while pre­
paring for the worst, we must hope for the best. 

For ourselves, we gratefully testify that the sanest 
and most discerning interpreter of -the news is Mr. John 
Collingwood Reid, who is ·heard over CFRB nightly at 
ten-fifty. We do not know him, but he seems. to us to 
have more sense than all the rest of the newscasters on 
-this' continent .put together. We should say we have 
heard nothing from any of our Canad'ian newscasters 
worthy of complaint. . 

We are by no means proud of Canada's war effort-we 
might have done more. But at least .we 'are doing some­
thing. And many of these American' broadcasts, which 
we are constrained to believe, misrepresent the heart of 
America as certainly as they exaggerate. even the darkest 

facts, are to us insolent to the last degree. Let us not 
aIlow Hitler's aides to serve his pur.pose to any degree 
by permitting ourselves to be disturbed by these journal­
istic exemplifications of the psychology of "Mein 
Kampf". 

IN THE MEANTIME 
This war has been full of surprises. We must admit 

that Germa·ny has ~ept some of her secrets well. There 
may be other surprises in store on both sides. A steel­
pointed spear, .made of wood, though it be o~ the toughest 
fibre, though It cannot be turned at the pomt, may con­
ceivably 'be broken somewhere ,between the spearhead and 
the hand that drives.it forward. 

Victory has often been snatched from the jaws of de­
feat as David rescued a lamb from the jaws of a ·lion. 
There is a story in the Bible of one called Asahel who 
was "light of foot as a wild roe, and Asahel pursued 
after Abner; and in going he turned not ·to the right 
hand nor to the left from foIlowing Abner." Asahel 
"refused to turn aside; wherefore Abner with the hinder 
~nd of the spear smote' him under the fiftl). db, that the 
spear came ou·t behind him." The lesson is that Asahel's 
speed was his destruction. Only time c;:an tell whether 
this shall prove to be true ·alsq of Hi·tIer. 

We have the utmost confidence that God is overruling 
affairs in Europe, and that in fighting as we do, we are 
on His side. It has often been part of the divine str~t­
egy to stand aside for a while and let the wicked prosper . 
. Standing on the farther side of the Red Sea more than 
half a million men of brael ·beside their women and 
children, all of them unarmed, may have e~pected that 
the sea wou,ld close behind them as soon as they had 
reached the farther shore. They may indeed have won­
dered that the valley through the water should have re­
maine"d to permit Pharaoh's horses and chariots to enter 
in hot pursuit. But God had a better plan than' putting 
Israel on one side of the sea and the Egyptians on the 
other: God's plan was to .put IIsrael on dry land, and the 
Egy.ptians at the bottom of the sea! 

Not a few such examples come to mind, but we name 
the supreme illustration of this principle. Satan was 
very clever, and· effected a master strok~ when he enter­
ed into Judas. Judas was very wicked, and played the 
fool when he betrayed his Lord: But . .Jet us not forge~ 
the conjunction of .the two principles. Respecting Jesus 
of Nazareth, it was said: "Him, being delivered by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of ·God, ye have 
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified. and slain." 
And so the parachutists' in Holland; and the f·ailure to 
destroy the ·bridge ·at Rotterdam; .the er·ror in the dis-

. ·position of the French troops to which Premier Raynaud 
referred; and the further failure of neglecting to destroy 
certain bridges, nlaY ~1I be ,included in principle in the 
category· of offences "which must needs come". But 
none of th~se t9:ings are permitted to affect t~e ultimate 
victorious issue . 

. Therefore let us stiLl .believe in God, and in His sove- . 
l·eign power; and, so' believing, let us continually ·pray­
not only. on the appointed d·ay: let us not pray as one who 
in a time of need writes :a letter -to a long-neglected 
friend as ·though. one letter 'could make ·amends for years 
of silence. Rather let us regard Heaven as our Base of 
supplies; an~ determine that nothing shaJll be allowed to 
destroy our line of communication. Then at last we are 
sure -there ·must be victory. 

1 
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SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISM 
(Continued from page 7) 

ians, Christian believers but still ,loyal Jews (Acts 21 :20; 
etc:), continued to observe the Sabbath laws until the 
destruction of Jerusalem and of localism in 70 A.D. It 
was that" fulfilment of dreaMul ,prophecy which put an 
.end tq the temple ritual and much that went with it. 

We ought to remember, then, that Jesus was a Jew, 
and lived under ,the law (Luke 2 :21-24, 41; Romans 
15:8;" Galatians 4:4). We ought also to obs~rve-and 
here the argument from silence has unusual force-that 
Jesus did not command His followers to observe ,the Sab­
bath. He commissioned ~is apostles to preach and 
teach, and 'gave .to them power to bind and loose, that is 
ill rabbinical phrase, to ,put laws .into force or to annul 
them (Matthew 16: 19; 18: 18). For fur.ther li.ght, then, 
on the question of ,religiously observ.ing the seventh day 
or the first day or any other day, we must look to the 
apostolic writings, which rightly ,follow the Gospels. 

What, then, wa,s the attitude of the apostles of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ,toward the keeping of the Sabbath? 
Frankly,as Jews they observed the 'Sabbath (cf. above). ' 
Apparently, when the Epistle of James was written 
(pro'bably c. 48 A.D.), Chris,tian Jews had not yet ceased" 
to worship 'in the synagogue (J'ames 2:2 R.V.). When 
Paul went out to the Gentille world on his missionary 
.tours, ,the order of ,his ,preaching was to the Jew first. 
In almost every city into which he entered he found Jew­
ish synagogues (cf. Acts 15 :21; cf. also Josephus: 
"There is not a single town 'among Greeks or barbarians 
or anywhere else, not 'a sin~le nation to which the ob­
servance of the' Sabbath as j.t exists among us has not 
penetrated"~Against Apion 2.40). ,In them he preach­
ed the Gospel at Antioch of Pisidia (Acts 18:14), Thes­
salonica (Acts 17:lf.), Athens (17:16f.), 'Corinth (Acts 
18:14), E,phesus (18:19; 19;...8), ,etc. Inasmuch as the 
Jews OIbserved the Sabbath and came ,together on that 
day for worship 'and instruction, P'aul would -have been 
utterly -Lacking in the true instincts of the missionary to 
have missed this golden opportunity to preach Jesus as 
the Messiah to .the Jews and .proselytes. 

But. things were different with the Gentile!!. They 
had not long been accustomed to divide time into cycles 
of seven days, much less meet on the seventh day of the 
week for religious worship. W-hat did .the Sabbath mean 

, but Judaism to the Gentiles wi.thout the law? To be 
- sure, the Judaizers taught .that Gentile ,Chri!!ltians must 

come under the ,law, and the Council of Jerusalem (49 
A.D.) was held specifically ,to settle this im-por.tant mat­
ter (Acts 15; cf. Romans 4). It did. The decision of 
that council as to ,the relation of the Gentiles to the law 
is final and binding. - Was the yoke of the law .to be 
placed upon ,the Gentiles? Certainly not. Let us grasp 
this clearly. Tlfere are times when the argument from 
silence bears no weight, ,but there are other times when 
H is quite conclusive. Here silence as ,to Sabbath obser­
vance ·is conclusive. The Gentiles were not required by 
the Council of Jerusalem that settled the question of" 
their relation .to the law, to keep the Sabbath, any" more 
than they were required to ,r~eive the Jewish rite of cir­
cumcision. T}1.us the Chr:istian Church, nearly nineteen 
hundred years ·ago, decided against our modern Seventh­
Day Adventists, and that with the ,mind of the Spirit 
(Acts 15 :28). 

'I'h"e reason for this decision was that the "law was 

• 

passing away. On .the first 'of the two tables of stone 
'given to Moses .the Sabbath law was inscribed" as com­
mandment "number four; ,but Paul, by inspiration, very 
'~oldly said ,that law wrJ.tten on tables of stone was being 
done away (2 Corinthians 3: 11). Therefore, according 
to' this Scripture, the ,Sabbath was being done away. 
What use is "it for "Seventh-Day Adventists to try to re­
vive it? They ,will say that we ought carefully .to distin­
guish between the moral and the ceremonial law, and 
others will agree with them that commandment' number 
four is ,both ceremoni'al and moral; bu.t where, pray, is 
this distinction stated in Scripture? "Such distinction 
is never explicitly made in Scripture, neither is it ever 
assumed . . . Hence . . . 'throughout all his writings, the 
Apostle asser.ts the freedom of the Christian from the 
law of Moses in its totality, maki~g no distinctions be­
tween ceremonial and moral" (C. F. Hogg and W., E. 
V.ine, The Epistle to the Galatians, 1922, 1? 88). 

The letter of Paul which most ihotly contends for 
Christian freedom from the .Jaw is that to ,the Galatians. 
Here Paul's meaning as ,to the observan'ce of. the Sab­
bath is not to ,be mistaken. He fears that those who 
would keep "days and months and seasons and years" are 
fruitless ,labour for him (4: 10f.). N~tice' the epithets 
which he 'hurls at Judai-stic Sabbath-keeping and the 
-like: babyish, beginners', .binding, ,bilious, "beggarly" 
backsliding (vv. ,1-9). The Judaizers of that day, like 
the Seventh-Day Adventists of ours, were zealous 
enough, but not weIr (v. 17). 

"Adventists wiU tell us that the Redeemer "consented 
to die in the sinner's stead, that ,by a life of o'bedience 
man might escape the penalty of the law." (Mrs. E. G. 
White, Signs of tlie Times, April, 1940). "Christ saves 
His people from thei,r sins (Matthew 1 :21) by making 
it possible for them to keep" the ,ten commandments (C. 
F. Bollman, ,pamphlet on What Do Seventh-Day Adven­
tists Believe? pp. 9-11). Paul says that" Christ caDle to 
"free us from the law (Galatians 3 :10, . 13, 19, 23f.; 
5:1; 4; etc.). " " 

In the letter to the Romans Paul carefuUy discusses 
questions of conscience. His words ought to be specially 
noted by anyone who is incljned to sabbatize: to him the 
observance or "non-observance of particu,lar days is a 
matter of t81bsolute indifference in itself (14 :5f.) ; indeed, 
he teaches that .to the strong ,Christian every day is alike, 
and that belJ.evers ought not to judge one another iIi, this 
regard (vv. 10-13, cf. vv. 3f.). This last command Ad­
ventists break when they say .that those who have re-

" ceived Sabbath teaching and do not accept it, hereby take' " 
upon themselves the mark of the beast (see above)! 
"I therefore infer," says the great commentator Deap. 
H. Alford, "that sabbr,.tical obligation to keep any day, 
whethe,r 8eventh or first, was not recognized in apostolic 
times" (The Greek Testament, third ed., 1857, p. 426, 
italics his). 

But ,as if Galatians and Romans were not clear 
enough, since they do not u'se the word Sa!bbath, although 
they do speak of keeping· days, the great apostle in one 
of his later epistles uses the name S8Ibbath to denounce 
its OIbservance by -Gentiles. Declar.ing ,that Chrlst is the 
divine fulness, and so that believers have been with Him 
circumcised, buried, raised and made alive, Paul further 
shows that they have been freed from "decrees", and 
.made .triumphant over th~m (Colossians 2:14). 

What follows? The bel~evei must not let anyone 
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judge him in the matter of eating or drinki,ng or in that 
ofa feast day or a new moon orSa:bbaths. These are 
only shadows, and Christ Himself is the reality. The 
mind that would insist on them ~s that of the flesh, which 
does not 'hold rightly the headship of Christ (vv. 16-18). 
With Christ believers died, so as to.,lbe separated from 
these elements of the world. Why, theil, ought they, as 
living in the wOl"ld, to be su,bject to decrees that forbid 
this or that on ceremonial grounds (vv. 20-22)? This 
passage should be studied in detail, but ,the point we here 
insist on, is that Paul actually denounced keeping of Sab­
baths (v. 16,-a verse reiterated again and again by the 
Fathers). The word Sabbath- is used fifty-nine times in 
the New Testament, ten of these in Acts (once with the 
sense of "week", 20: 7), and oIl/ly two in the epistles; of 
these two one bears ,the sense of "week" (1 CorInthians 
16 :2), so that the- passage before us 'is the only Scrip­
ture where the word Sabbath, jn the sense of a day to 
·be observed, is mentioned in the epistles. How much 
more force, then, do we find in the fact ·that the on~y 
time when Sabbaths are mentioned in the twenty-one 
epistles of the New Testament, believers are forbidden to 
be bound ,by them! (Sabbatismos "keeping of Sabbath", 
is mentioned in Hebrews 4:9; see next ,paragraph.) 

Seventh-Day Adventists seek -to escape. this home 
- thrust by saying -that Paul meant that the believer "did' 

not need to o'bserve its'seven annua-l Sa·bbaths (Leviticus 
23:4,24,32), ,all of which were to be kept in addition to 
or ',beside the Sabbaths of the Lord' (Leviticus 23 :38). 
... This passage has no reference at aU to the seventh­
day Sabbath of the Lord" (C. B. Haynes, op. cit., p. 30). 
Well, who would ever have thought of such an explana­
tion !by simply reailing the Scripture? Notice that in 
the ,passage "feast" is mentioned separately fr-om "Salb­
baths"; we read, "feast or new moon or Sabbaths". In 
the following passages .the Sabbath and the new moon 
are mentioned together, and that 'in such a way as to 
show that Sabbath in this combination 'means -the weekly 
observance: 2 Kings 4:23; 1 Chronicles 23:31; Isaiah 
1 :13; Ezekiel 45 :17; 46 :1,3; Hosea 2:11; Amos 8:5; cf. 
Nu'mbers 28 :9, 11. Furthermore this !passage i-n Colos­
sians should 'be cOmpared with the ones quoted from 
Galatians and Romans; then ,the meaniI:1g wi'll be cer­
tainly apparent. We conclude that. Paul, the apostle to 
the Gentiles (Galatians 2:9; Romans 11:13; 15:16), 
taught Gentile converts not to keep the Sabbath. 

But there "remains 'a keeping of Sabbath for the 
people of God" (Hebrews 4:9). I-t is typified by the 
seventh-day rest of creation (,Genesis 2 :2). The writer 
of the Epistle to the He'brews shows us that it is a rest 
of sowl, where one'e works are laid aside, a ,rest reserved 
for the people of God. Joshua did not br.ing Israel.into 
it, for it was again spoken of by David (Psalm 95 :7, 8, 
11). Now we may enter it by faith, although we shall 
fully attain to it only i-n that ,blessed state where earth's 
"broken arc" is. heaven's "perfect round" (Hebrews 4: 
1-11). Be it noted that this passage has nothing to say 
about the observance.of a weekly Sabbath. That 'belong­
ed to the externals of' the law, this rest O"btains in the 
heart. 

In speaking of the New Testament attitude toward the 
Sabbath, we ought to remember that of the ten com­
mandments nine are repeated in the New Testament. and 
the only one which is not therein reinforced 'by repeti­
tion is number four, the, ~abbath law. Sure-ly, such a 

silence is significant, and the more so when it is added to 
the plain New Testament teaemng set forth above. 

Having shown that the Sa!bbath has beenaiboHshed, we 
come now ..to' consider THE LoRD'S DAY. What is its 
origin, its authority, and its observance? 

Modern Christians, unUke ancient ones, need to be re­
minded that Sunday ,is the weekly anniversary of the 
resurrection of our Saviour. He rose from the dead 
on "the first day of ·the week" (+V£ark 16: 9; cf. Matthew 
28:lff.; Luke 24:1f.; John 20:1-all four Gospels). In 
interpreting this phra:se it should be remembered that 
the way the Jews counted the days was: "Gne of Sabbath 
(week)", "two of Sabbath" and on to "five of Sabbath", 
then "Preparation" (Mark 15 :42), and then "Sabbath". 
(Mohammedans, although they observe Friday, still num­
'ber the days of the week similarly. The Quakers, among 
themselves caHed Friends,also numbered the days of the 
week.) It was early that Sunday morning when the 
Lord Jesus left the tomb. There were five appearances 
g.iven on the day of His resurrection, the fifth that even­
ing (John 20:19ff.). The next epiphany was one week 
later (John 20.:26ff.). Four weeks later still came the 
Ii'east of Pentecost and the descent of the Holy Spirit. 
These things the hymn writer had in mind when he wrote 
of -the Lord's Day: 

"On thee at the creation 
The light first had ~ts 'birth; 
On thee for our sabation 
Ohrist rose f.rom depths of earth; 
On thee our .Lord victorious 
The Spirit sent from heaven; 
And thus on .. thee most gt1orious 
A triple light was given." 

(Ohr. Words-worth). 

It is difficuolt to imagine a single Sunday ,coming round 
without the growing band of believers specially .remem­
bering that that was the day on which their Lord rose 
triumphant. As the Gospel spread into the heathen 
world, Gentiole Christians, too, began to remember this 
day. Writing from E,phesus to the Corinthian church, 
Paul told them on the first day of the week to perform 
the religious duty of laying aside money for the collec­
tion 'being made .for the poor (1 Corinthians 16:2; 55 or 
56 A.D.). The next year Paul visited the band of be­
lievers at Troas, and met with them on the first day of 
the week (Acts 20:7.). 

Adventists try to 'break the force of this last passage 
by maintaining that since the meeting was .really on Sun­
day night, Sunday was over, having ended at sundown 
(cf. above). On this point, commentators are divided, but 
it is sufficient to note that here in the Gentile world, 
which divided days from lpidnig:ht to midnight, rather 
than from sundoWn' to sundown as the Hebrews did. we 
are told that on the first day of the week believers met 
together to break bread, and that on that occasion Paul 
discoursed to them. The ·natural implication of, the pas­
sage ios that this was the usual day for believers to meet 
to 'break bread. N ei-ther this reference nor any other in 
the New Testament suggests that Gentile believers, with 
apostolic sanction, kept the Sabbath. 

In fact, one Scri,pture at least, when interpreted in the 
light of the recorded history that foHo~s it, surely' con­
tradicts sab'batarianism: in Revelation 1: 10 the aged . 
apostle John dates t~e revelation given him 'by saying 
tha,t (Hterally), "I came to be in the ,Spirit on the ImJ 

, 
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perial day" (1 :10) .. Here, about the year 95 A.D., prob­
ably the last book of the New Testamen~ to be written, 
s~aks of a d'ay called "the .imperial day". (,The adjec­
tive which'. th:~ Author~zed Vers!on trar,tslates ':Lor~'s" 
occurs in the New Testament agam only 1-0 1 Cormthlans 
11 :20.) In using this ·term the apostle may imply a.ref­
erence to the popular cult of Emperor worship. Inscrip­
tions have shown that i,n Egypt and Asia Minor at the 
time, a certain day was .set 8ISide as Emperor's·day. Pos­
sibly in .protest, the Christians celehrated the first day 
of the week as their '·'emperor's day" (A. Deissm~nn, 
Light from the Ancient East, 1910, pp. 363f.). ·Some in­
terpret Revelation 1: 10 to refer to what is often called 

, ~',the day, of the Lord" (cf. 6:17; 16:14). We must main­
tain, ·however, that ·for centuries after the Apocalypse 
was penned no commentator took the reference here to 
be to other than the first day of the week. (Patristic 
references are, given in The Ezpositor's Gre.ek. Testa­
ment, 1910, in loc.) True, Seventh-Day Adventists say 
that the reference here is to the Sa,turday .sabbath- (e.g., 
~~,C. Wilcox, The Lord's Day the Test of the Ages, 1931 
ed.), ibut all the early Church Fathers, who understood 
apostolic customs much better than we, are against them. 
Among them "it was universally understood to denote 
Sunday" (H. Cremer, Lezico·n, 1878, p. 385). Against 
the sabbatari~D's also is the very naming of .....-the .day 
which has come down to us: kuriake: "imperIal", the very 
word used in Revelation 1: 10, is modern 'Greek for Sun­
day; . the Latin of "it is dies Dominici -which passed into 
the Italian· d01nenica, Spanish domingo, and French d·i­
manche, in English the "Lord's Day". The few refer­
ences in the New Testament, then, to the first day of the 
week show that Christians thought of it as the day of 
the Saviour's ·resurrection. 

(Conti7!-ued ne~d week) . 

NEWS F·ROM FRANCE A:ND BELGIUM­
. . From Rev. Geo. Guyot, of ~aris 

We publish ibelf:m' extracts· from - two letters recently re­
ceIved. The first is from ·Rev. Geo. Guyot (jf Paris. "We 
have just enjoyed the great ,privilege of having our two sons 
and our son-in-lSIW all at home together. The oldest oIbtained 
ten days leave, the youn~st five days, and my son-in-law 
twenty-four hours only. OJ1!l.y the latter has ,been al·ready 
at the front. By the g.race of God and the working of the 
Spirit my oldest son-lias· experienced a spiritu·al change that 
has made of him a· true child of God, which he was not until 
nOiW. Wh~t a de'feat for the enemy that this war shouid 
have ibrought such a happy result!" 

From 'Pastor Gross; of Brussels 
A letter from ;Pas·tor Gross of Brussels, Belgium, dated 

April 17, '1940; was received here ,the. day the Germans in­
vaded Be1gium .. He says in part: "All our friends in Brus­
sels are joining me in send,ing .you our best- friendly greet­
ings. Best souvenir 'to Dr. and M·ts. Shields. .Rememlbrance 
to ,th(l Baumans. We are about to renew our ·open air cam­
paign where you. en,toyed so mu~l) a .meeting a certain Sunday 
as we, oursel;ves, ellJoyed your messages ·at our services. Our 
positio~ here ·now, as a church, is rather a diftieuIt one, but 
we toil on and on, .maintaining the work and bearing as faith­
ful and! active a "temoign·age" (!Witness) as we can with 
God'sh~1p." 

From Pastor Weeker 
-We have just received a letter from Mr. ·Weeker, dated 

April.23rd. Mr. Weeker is·Pastor oHhe.Chureh of -. _._, of 
which church Mr. Buhler used ·to be a member before coming" 
to Can·ad.. . . . ... 

••. As ·to the war, it is necessary for us to have from time 
to time visits from German aeroplanes, which, of course, are ..... ~ '.~. -' ~ . - : . .. '. ..... . ... - '" . 

/' 

well received· ·by the anti-aircraft guns. This is to remind us 
tliat we are at war: .... I think as does .Dr. Shields, that 
one should make real colonies out of Germany, and treat them 
as they have treated those poor Czechs, and Poles. _ 
. . . . I just stopped typing for a few minutes to look out of 
the window and listen to the cannon and the anti-aircraft 
guns· who just welcomed those who had· done better to stay 
where they ·belonged. . 
... I again stopped typing to listen to the cannon. We 

are very muc.h encoul'aged here. I never saw so many people 
at church in recent time. 

JuSlt this afternoon a lady was converted in my own honie. 
It is the second since the few days I. have moved :into my 
new home. 

. . . I again stopped typing to listen to the cannon. You 
would ibe amazed to see how little !\Ve are diaturbed ,by it. One 
goes to the window to see some extraordinary thing, and 
woulld rather be. ~!isappointed if he shou"ld not see anything. 
W1hat a "funny am-mal" man is! 

FRENCH RED CROSS WORK 
Mr. Dubarry has written in response to our inquiry about 

the need of supplies and comforts for French soldiers and 
evacuees: "I regret exceedingly to have left you so long 
wi·thout·a reply. Until now, however, no soldiers have lacked 
any necessities, but from now on Canadian co-operation woulld 
be most ·welcome. The best plan, I think, would be ·to send 
all :the supplies to me, taldng special care ·to write .the 
address clearly and accurately, putting no correspondence in 
the parcels. . It is wise to discover the cheapest method of 
tran·sportation. I shall ddstribute them ,with all the care ~t 
this good ,will so ricWly deserves. Please express my war.m­
est gratitude to ·all." 

Mr. Dulbarry does not suggest any fur,ther details to guide 
,the ladies of our·churches in ·this great work, doubtless lmow­
ing their past ex·penence and the instructions ·supplied ~y 
our own Red 'Cross will be sufficient. A few ·additional 'Words 
of explanation as to· the present situation of our FrenCh 
Baptist OhureheiJ will ·be helpful in makJing cIlear their nee~. 
All ,the able-4bodied men of all our chui'clles, French, Belgian, 
and ,Swiss, are mobilized. ,The Frerich soldiers receive o~ly 
a few cen·ts a day, and !their families are allowed much less 
than that given to dependants of Canadian soldiers. There 
1'8 therefore great need for additional comforts, _,while the 
chu'l'Ches and' individuals in them have less money than usuaf 
to meet these enra responsilbilities 'Of war time. 

With the commencement of ·active· fighting on a large scale, 
the suffering of wounded men will require special attention. 
The larger number of our churches are in or near the regions 
which have already been affected by fighting, or are threat~ 
ened ·by it. Brussels has fallen into the hands of the enemy., 
and with it our church there. The faithful brethren and 
sisters who remain there now are cut off· from our ·effective 
aid, but doubtless some of them were able to flee the· city .to 
.points in France such as Lille or-Paris. These churches will 
need help from ,Canada to -take care of these refugees. HoW 
much do material comfprts given in-the name. of Christ count 
for at such a ·time as thi's! Many evacuees from the large 
cities, PalUS and Lyon, for example, where other ·churches 
are located; will probably ,be forced to leave home hastily 
with on,ly ,th~. barest necessities· with. which to, ~arl..lif~ 
afresh In a new !place. The great· CIty of Strasbourg. m 
Alsace was . totally evaeuated at .the ,beginning of the war 
and now those that are left, the women and children, and the 
'aged men, WIill doubtless be quitting the other centJ:es where 
our churches are' located, Ste. Marie aux Mines, Mulhouse, 
and Wittenhein. The great suffering and anxiety caused hy 
these large scale migrations, perhaps now carried on in the 
fear of enemy action, can be greatly mitigated by the labo~rs 
of Canadian women. We therefore send. out this UTgent' 
appeal ,to our churches; sug~sting that ·the pastors urge all 
the ladJies in their churches to do their utmcistto supply th!! 
necessities of our ,brethren in Europe, and to· do it quickly. 
Parcels may be sent directly to: . 
. ~ REv. RoBERT DuBARRY, 

9, rue des Benedictins, 
Nimes, (Gam) France. 

Or .the Union office will be happy to fqriward material sent 
to it.-W. S. W. - ..... . 
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. . 
Bible School Lesion Outline. 

OI,oIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

Vol. 4 Second Quarter Lesson 22 

THE WEDDING GARMENT 

Lesson Text: Matthew 22:1-22. 

June 2, 1940 

GoldeR Text: "Come; for all things are now ready."-Luke 
14:17 .• 

For Reading: Matthew 22:23-46. 

I. Furnishing the Feast-verses 1 ·to 14. ,Read a!6IO Lk. 
.. 14:16-24 .. 

The !parable of the wedding feast, like that of bite husband­
man (lMatt. 21 :33-41 ), was spa-ken against' the chief priests 
and !Pharisees. Our Lord frequently chose this method of 
revealing' the essence of 1ftteir sin, which consisted in their 
rejection. of Him as tlbeir !Messiah (IMatt. 21 :42-46). At the 
saril.e time He clarified the .terms and resu'lts of the Gospel. 
Those who throw themselves upon the mercy of the Lord 
wiil,l be humbled and hroken in IJIpirit, but they wiH !be saved 
and fina!lly ex-alted, 'but those who reject the Christ of God 
wm ·be crushed (Isa. 8:14, 1'5; M:a.tt. 21:44; 1 Pet. '2:7, 8). 

The King Himself prepared the wedding feast. Salvation 
is entire1.y of Divine origin. God conceived it, planned it, and 
executed it,aeeording to His own will (Jonah 2:9; Eph. 1:9, 10; 
2:4~10). . 
. The feast was a marriage feast· in h~nour of the King's 
son. Believers have !been lC8:11ed into vitaJl union with the 
!Lard Jesus Christ as His 'Bride (Isa. 54:5; Matt. 25:1; 2 Cor. 
It:2; Eph. 5:30-32; Rev. 21:2, 9). A wedding feast is a time 
of joy, and the con9\l~mation of the union of Christ and His 
Chun:h will lbe accompanied' by a joy sUch as this world can 
never -know (John 16:22; 1 ,Pet. 1:8; Rev. 19:7, 9). 

. The King sent fortih servants to call the guests to the 
marriage su:pper. Our Lord has been pleased to delegate to 
'His servants the ·task of in\'liting the g:uests to the marriage 
feast· of the Lamh (lsa. '5'5:1; Matt. 28~19, 20; Rev.. 22:17). 

The guests who had first been called .to the feast dJis­
regarded tbe rea'frl invitation. Displaying an utter d.is~t 
for the King tIiey Ibegan to make excuses (ILk. 14:18-00). 
Their minds and! ,their h,earts were pre-occupied with their 
own property, 'POssessions and activities. Moreover, they 
cruelly treated those wIho had 'been sent by the King to coo­
vey the message of grace'. It· is clear that our Lom ,was re­
ferr.i.ng to the bitter and-hostile attitude of the Jew.ish leaders 
taward.Himself 'and His prophets (!Matt. 21:35-38; 2'3:29-a5; 
Lk. 13~34). In due time they wou!ld' ·be punished fur their 
cruel rejection of Christ. They :who will not accept the Lord's 
overtures of grace 'Wi:11 be visited with His WIl'ath (Matt. 
10:1'1-15; 21:41: John 3:36). He is the Saviour of those wlho 
believe, but the J,udge of tilose who wi:ll not believe. 

The wedxldn-g feast had·lbeen.prepared, and it was imperative 
that it lbe fumis'hed 'lWith guests. Since Ilhe Jews, who had 
been the first to receive invitations, did not choose to accept, 
the doors of mercy were thrown wide open to the Gentiles . 
(Matt. 8:1J1, 12; 21:43; .Lk. 14:24; Acts 1-3:46 Rom. 11:11; 
Eph. 2:11-16). And yet tibere is room! 

The Lord's servants are to use gen·tle compunction to'bring 
the guests ,to the feast J)repared ,for them (Gen. 19:'16; L'k. 
14:'23). They are to foI;low the example of the Good! Shephel'd, 
Who seeks for His sheep until He find'S them (iLk. .115 :4-6, 
9,32). -

This parable illustrates .the mixture of good and evil in 
the Kingdom of heaven (Compare .Matt. 113:30, 38, 47, (8). 
The sphere of Christian profeSsion i-ncludes ma~y :who bear 
on'ly the external resemblance to the true b~ievers. In God's 
own time the :felJSe will be separated. from the ,tl'Ue. Some 
of the guests are good, :but others are !bad, and only the good 
may remain. Some appear at the wedding meal who have 
not complied' with the .K1ng'e inatr.ilction. One would :not 
ae~ept the rdbes of righteousness which the King had! pro­
videdrfor His g!Uests(lsa. 61:10; Rev. 19:5), but chose rather 
·to rpresent bj·mself wearing the garment of his own IIIIIPPOsed 

good 'Wol1klJl (Isa. 64:·6; Rom. '10:2, 3). This man was w.ith­
out excuse; he stood condemned and speech'less before the 
King (-Rom. '1:20; 2:1; 3:4, 19). .A!1l 1W'h0 dare ·to approaCh 
the King's house except in the manner wihich He has pre­
scrilbed wiLl !be severely pU'lli-shed·. They despise His men:y 
a.ndi ,insult His grace (·Rom. 2:4, '5; Heb. 10:28, 29) • 

. Al·though·manyare caNed, few 'are chosen (Matt. 20;16), 
for.all who are invited to the Lord's house will not take Him 
at His word. Red'eDlptilm is potentia;l for a~l, bu.t effectual 
only for .those who ;believe (1 Tim. 2:4; 4:10). Christ died 
for aH, but only those who blust 'in His work on their ibehllilf 
are saved ('1 Jolin 2~2; 4:14, 16; 5:11, 12). . . 

-II. Foiling the Foe.,....verses 1-5 to 22. 'Read also Mk. 112:103-17; 
,Lk. 20:'20-26. ./ 

The foe who is diSlglllised 'as a friend is the most da.ngel'OUS 
one to moot. They say that a snake will fascinate i-ts victim 
liefure stri·king. The Pharisees sought by specious words of 
flattery to cover up their evN designs against the /Saviour. 
T'bey spo'ke more truly than they. knew when they praised 
1:he truth of the lPerson and! message of Christ (John '1:17; 
8:'14 .. U; 14:6; 19:35),' aiuJI the impartiality of His judgment 
('Deut. 10:17; Acts 10:34; Rom. 2:11; Gal. 2:6). 

'l1he q,uestion ask~ by tl:J.e ~ai'isees 'Was calculated to 
cause the ·Savio.ur ·to incriminate Himself :when He ansWered.' 
If He should say that it was lawful to .give tribute to Caesar, 
the Pharisees lWowd accuse Him of Ibeing a tr'irltor to the 

. Jewish national ideals and aspirations. If He should S8Jy 
that such tribute 'Was un,llllWfuJ., the foll'O'Wers of Herod who 
were ipresen,t wou'ld declare Him guilty of diSloyalty to the 
civil governmen·t. . . 

Our .Lo.rd percei·v~ their craftiness (Lk. 20:23) and re­
fused to 'be entangled in their .. trap. He gave '·a.Aep}iy .to 
w'hich neitiher party could' offer objection. There shO'Uld 'be 
no conflict between the rel!ig;ious and the civil authorities~ 
Christ poin-ted out the necessi.by of doing our duty :to' God, 
and ou.r du1iy :to the country (Rom. 13:1, 7). The Pharisees 
and Herodians, surprised;, silenced and speechleSs, departed, 
from Him. . ' 
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