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FOUR ANNIVERSARIES IN MAy'l ,:w-. ITH, this issue THE GOSPEL WITNESS begi~ its' 
nineteenth year of publication. The whole IlI\lmber 

is "Nine -buDdred and thirty-eight". nuring that time, it 
has a;!ways carried one sermon a -week, and if the Semin­

\ary '8essians were ,put tagether, -for some years, at leaSt 
- two a_week. 

- We ,need not review aur history. When we !began we had 
little thought of making it more than a local paper, 
carrying the weekly sennon. ,But THE WITNESS has 
spread ~tself over the English-speaking wal"ld, and into 
many. foreign lands-about sixty countries in all. We 
are grateful far the many testimonies that have reached 
us_through.the years, of the Lord'sbl~sing on the print­
ed word to saint and sinner; and; we humbly and grate­
fully reoord, to not a few prominep,t .Christian leaders. 

We ·have long regarded THE GOSPEL WITNESS as a mis­
sianary enterprise, and we could tell of many it has put 

,.into the ministry, of many new churches it h81S estab­
lis'hed, and of mission~ry causes it ihas sponsared. We 
must ,be content with reoording tJioat we ·begin with this 
iS6ue _ our nineteenth year. 

Toronto Baptist Seminary Anniversary 
The Seminary has just cOncluded its thirteenth year 

of service. During the years; ma~y have co~e to us, as 
to othet: institution's, ~ho _ began well, but "were soon 
hindered';. _ Some haove completed· ane of our cOurses, and 
returned to ,their churohes to render, as we hape, more 
effici~nt service .in unofficiall ·pasitions. - But we have naw_ 
one hundred and ten of our students engage4 in f.ull-time 
:religious service; most oIf them-nearly aU of ~hem, in 
fact-either pastors at ham~ or missionari~ 8!broad. 

Some of theSe have revived apparently dying churches; 
others are rendering fine service in Churches Well estab­
lished and healthy ; and a good number of others have be­
gun new chul'lChes, and continue to ser.ve them. Twenty-

. one 6f ,the hun:dreda~d ten are missionaries abroad .• 
W,hen it is colllSidered that the Seminary was begun 

without a cent of capital, and 'that the period of its-min­
istry included the severest. depression ,within .the mem­
ory af living,men, the S~minary wi1Jl be lqoked upan as ' 
a monument to the enabling grace of GOO. -

,The Lord, in His mer-cy, has lwid it upon the -beal'lts of 
not a few.people fram time to time, to give the Seminary 
a place i~ their wills; and its continuance has been made 
possible, in no small measure, iby such bequests. BQt 

they have never ,been large, nor sufficiently su·bstantial 
to -make them the nucleus of all endo~ent. fund. They 
have come.ro us.far the maintenarwe of our regular work 
We hope many others have al~dy given the Seminary 
a place in their wills. ' -

But we are grateful also, and especially, to those who 
have seen the need of provIding far the Seininary's neces-' 
sities month by month, and :as they have ibeen able, have 
sent us their contributions. We still look to, many of 
them 'With conJfidence far a continuance ,rA their generQus 
gifts. ' • 

O,pening of Our New Building:M~y 28th, 1939' 
A third anniversary faRs wi~h-in this manth, and that 

wiU ,be·tthe tfjrst annilVers'8ll'Y of our en·tering inta our new 
building. The new church was opened May 28th", 1939. 
Since that time, we -have enjoyed' .much blessing, and 
hav~ found aur more commodious warking-quarters mO/!lt 
useful. 

Thirtieth Anniversary of the Pre~t· Pastor 

A fourth anniv:ersary, by the day of the month, will 
fall on the fifteenth of May. That day will mark the 
coinpletion iby the Pastor of thirty years in the pastorate 
of Jarv.is Street Church. Looking baCk over the -years, 
from S'()me -paints of vi~, it does not seem very long; 
vdewed f~m some other angles, j.t seems _ a,lmOlSt an 
eternity. 

We came to Jarvits Street four years befare the be- , 
ginning of the ,Great War, and for faur years the blesS­
ing of the Lord was upan us. ' In June of that year, we 
began an addition to the church which was estimated. to 
cost aoout sixty thousand dollars. The fuU amaunt had 
been subscribed,; but before the foundation had _beeD 
completed the war broke out ·in - August, nineteen­
fourteen, and aJl wprk 'Was stopped. ·-We ·put _a roof over 
the basement the next Spring, and then gave· a'll'atten~ 
tian to the war. 'Dhree- -hundred· .men 'Werii from .Jarvis 
Street Churoh, and ,forty-one paid t1i~ full price of :their 
devotion. ' 

In 'September, nineteen hundred and nineteen; the de­
nominationall- war ibroke oUlt, when :we had to -stand 
againsCltl10se who were dispOISed ·to treat ;the Word of 
God--()r parts of i.t---1ls though -it were little more than 
another "scrap of paper". In ,leSIS than two yean, April, 
nineteen hundred· and twenty-one, theconftict broke out 
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in Jarvis Street-for the enemy ihad wor.med ·his way in, :The Pastor will uudl an envelope to all the members of 
as the Germans did into Norway. (We ·know all abOut· the .church, and' envelopes !Will .be available In the pews. 
the d-ifficuUies of the NOl'lWegian campaign!) for all who will use them, every Sunday between now 

We did iIlOt rat~eat, however, either from Narvi·k or and May twenty-fourlh. ·.Hosts of friends come to Jarvis. 
Trondhei-m, bUJt fought on until victory was complete. Street more or less regwarly, 'Who are no,t memibers. Per­
Having made the Jarvjs Street fortress secure, the de- haps they Woill he1p us with the Building Fund. Enve­
nominational confiicl; continued until in nineteen hundred 'lopes w-ill -be .given also to aU members of the Sunday 
and twenty-seven a new ronvention was formed. SiI).ce School, and we ihope as many as possible will bring those· 
then, we have known the vicissitudes of·Spr.ing and S.um- envelopes personally on the twenty-fourth of May. 
mer and Autumn, but God in His mercy has given us The Adding Machine Will Be at Hand 
great spiritual harvests. . 

On M·arch fourth', nineteen-thil'lty-eig.ht, a disastrous . The Pastor will have help. T·he adding machine wiU 
fire took 'place, Which was undoubtedly of jncendiary ori-· be' on hand, so the.offering can be cOunted as it comes 
gin. Our loss was estimated at about three 'hundred in. A place will -be provided on the envelope where 
thousand dollars, for which ;we received insurance of two friends ~ mark the amount contained 1n the envelope, 
hundred and ten thousand dollars. The building was re- so that the offering can. be counted without opening the 
constl'!lcl;ed at a total cost of three hundred and eigihty- envelope. -. . . 
seven thousand dollal'lS. T.hie word will ·go to .many who are beYQnd the reach 

We are gratefUlI to the membershi.p of J;arvis Street of Toronto. Many a ,GosPEL WITNESS reader bas receiv­
Church, and to .fdends··outside the church, who have pro- 'ed blessing fr9Dl Jarvis Street Church through the mes­
v.i.ded a very large part of the difference between that sage con~ned i? its pages-for TH~ GoSPEL WITNESS 
received from insurance and the total cost; but 1'Ve stm.: . would lbe .ImpossIble apart fr,om Jarv.Is .street. ~ per­
need many ,thoUsands of dt»llars before we can 'be free of baps our. GoSP~ WITNESS frIe~~s, near and ~ar, wIll ~ 
debt. ~ operate In sendIng us an annIversary offenn.g fo~ th~ 

We have thus briefly reviewed the!le thirty yeaM, that J,ARVIS S~T BUILDING ~UND. What a 8plend~~ thtng."t 
. our readers may see that for this Editor they have been would be if the t~tal o/Jenng could, amount to thtrty thou­

raJther strenuous years. For lJDany years now J'arvis sand. doUars--o. thousand a year.. If ~ve":llbody would 
Street Church has enJoyed the blessing with-in itself 'of do h'LS or her ~~s~, ~e do not th?M tk~s 't8 be¥ond the 
undisturbed . ea-ce. In this we rejOice, 'and for- it we are bounds of poss~b?bty ?n a large church l'L~e Jar'lJ'l.S Street. 

of dl ~tef. I to God We make thIS' appeal most earnestly In the hope that 
pr . oun y g u.... those who have so long had fellow$hip with us in the 

Help Us Celebrate gospel will once more generousiy ~spond .. 
'Having said all this, .greaIf;ly daring, we make an a.p­

peal to aiD our fri.ends. From the ends of the earth the 
Lord has given IUS proof of His blessing upon the min­
istry of the Word in J'arviJS .street PuJ.pit extended 
throug:h·,the printed page. Countless thousands, too, have 
been blessed through .the ministry of our Seminary . 
s~uden~: 

May 24th in the Pastor's Vestry 
The Pastor proposes to spend May twenty-fourth in 

his vestry from morning until evening; and he invites 
as many friends as can possLbly do so, .in the qhurch and 
outside of n, 'to come and visit hm on t".at an.niversary .. 
day; and' to bring an o/Jering for the Building F~nd. 

How Many Times Thirty? 
Perhaps the thirty years of !his pastorate might serve 

as a standard of measurement. T·he children' in the Sun­
day Sehool will, we 'are sure, hel-p to celebrate; Some 
may bring onily a cent a year; some' may be able to bring 
five cen~ a year; the older ones may make it more than 
thaJt. Some members of the church migbJl;, by a lI'reat 
effort, strive to make their contribution a dollar a year 
as a m~mum-ll;hirty dollars for the Building Fund. Of 
course, there !WiJa be 'Some who cannot do that, but ·they 

- may; .maike it half that amouM; ·but we trust there wiU 
be many, many-the vast majority of the. membership­
who will endeavour to make up the dollar a year. Others 
might be a·bIIe to g:ive two dollars a year--sixty dollars 
for the Building Fund. Or perhaps five dollars---a hun­
dred and fifty dollars for the BuHd.ing Fund. Or even 
ten dollars-three hundred dollars. And sonie, perhaps 

·twenty·or twenty-4ive dollal'lS a year for the tihirty years. 
But whatever it be, we ap.peal to our friends to do the 
best pQs·sible. 

"SHEEP FOR THE SLAUGHTER" 
·A ·passage in the eig.hth chapter of Romans is rather 

forbLdding: "For thy sake .we are killed all the day long; . 
we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter." 

What mak~s Christian people to. be as ~heep for the 
91aughter? Have they less ilIlteUi-genee than others? 
Are they less in love 'With life than others? Have they 
no desire to live, no will to defend themselve~, no power 
to figlht? Why mould th~y be herded and slaughtered as 
sheep? 

lIS not one of the diJstinguish-ing characteristics of a 
sheep, that it is utterly defenseless? It is like a human 
i.nfant, that must perish unless it is protected by a power 
·not its own. "Behold, I send you.forth as· sheep 'in the 
midst of 'Wolves", oqr Lord saLd to His disciples. Sheep 
have neither fangs nor claws, and lew of ~em have 
horns. . ' . 

T·he Christian is .8:8 a sheep for the slaughter because, 
in . cel'ltain ciroumstances, h~s very princi·ples ~ender 
him defen·seless. If he plays, ihe must obey the rules of 
the game; arid caDlIlot possibly win a·gainst a cheat. In 
·business, he must bahonest; and cannot succeed against 
th~ competitor IWIho clever:ly. conceals his short weights 
and measures. If the Christialll fig:hts--as fi.ght he 
muSt-he must fight w&th clean ihands and a pure con-

. science; and .in all that he does, he must keep himself 
strictily within the -boundaries of truth and righteousness. 
All such limitaJtions put ibi.m at a great di'sadvantage be- . 
fore his enemy. 

The same principle applies, in. lesser measure, to any 
man or nation who seeks to work rightE!9usness. At 
present we are at war 'with lawlessness. It would have 

. (Continued on page 8) 

... 
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m,~t Jaruts &trttJ pulpit 
. . 

"FOR SUCH A .TIME AS THIS" 

A Sermon by tJte Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis Street B~ptist Chu,rch, Toronto, Sunday Evening, ,May 5th, .1940 

(,s:!ienographica11y_ Reported) 

"For such a time as this.''-Esther 4:14. 

It frequently falls' to 'the lot of men charged with 
public responsibilities to be misunderstood by the public 
they serve, and sometimes unjustly to be blamed. The 
war: news of the day does not make good newspaper copy. 
Unfortunately, there are comparatively few-people who 
do their own thinking on such matters, but allow them­
selves to be su'bject to the direction of othe,rs .. There are, 
of course, many sanely reserved writers who endeavour, to 
persuade people to exercise but cautious judgme~ts on 
matters concerning which it is· impossible that they 
should be perfectly informed. On the other hand, there 
are ed-itors who, are nothing ibetter than echoes of tlle 
news of the day:There are also supposed rniaitary ex-perts, 
as well as the special'modern nuisance, radio news-com­
mentators. In this last class, to be· fair, it must .be said 
there are some like the -first class 'of editors to whom we 
have referred, but the majority of radio news-commenta­
tors are nothing but exaggerators of the most sensational 
newspaper headlines.· , 

Unfortunately, it is too generally assumed that such 
editorial and radio news-commentators are especially well 
informed. ·But ,here, as in other spheres, eVerything de­
pends upon a man's ability· to make proper mental use of 
the information at hand. I make no claim, to the pos­
session of any information not open to' all, nor do I 
presume to be more competent than others to render a 
verdict on the evidence ·before us; but I have ever felt it 

, to the 'a duty, in shoo times of stress as the present, to try 
to exercise some moderating influence which would enable 
us to J;'eserve judgment, and meanwhile to g9 on with 
our work. -' 

I venture therefore to enquire, What could have been 
gained 'by making further sacrifices in Southern and Cen- . 
tral Norway? The present grim business in' which we 
are engaged is not a hockey match or a Ibaseball game; 
but I fear many allow themselves to be too much influ­
enced by the natural desire to hear that our side has won 
or is winning the game. The war is much more than a 
game, and we can ibetter afford to suffer the temporary, 
loss of applause than to sacrifice our· ultimate interests. 

I 

'We may perhaps have suffered a'slight loss of prestige 
among neutrals, but that need not give us great anxiety. 
We have lost control; from the landward side; of the 
Norwegian Coas~but at what cost could we have estab­
lished complete mastery there? Certainly at the cost of 
the destruction of much of Norway; and if Norway can 
be saved,. and her fre'edom restored without unnecessary 
wastage of those things which centuries of time have 
·created, it ,will be,all to Norway's advantage. It ,would 
have cost us also thousan4s of precious lives. I cannot 
see that such an expenditure of ourl resources. ·of. blood 
and treasure would have O'btained for us any very great 
advantage. 

.... " 

" " 

. . 
- On the other hand, what have we gained so far by the 

Norwegian campaign? Certainly, contrQl of the Narvik 
area, and without doubt our gains there will be consol­
idated, and an impregnable line guarding that part of 
NOl'lWay esta:blished. There may be som~ danger that 
Germany ,will obtain supplies of ore from Swede~ by the 
Baltic-and that is to be regretted. ,on the other hand, 
it is quite pos·sible that operatio~s in southeastern 
Europe will do as much to influence Sweden's neutrality, 

_as the complete conquest of Norway .. 
- The Norwegian campaign has also effected the ~bliter­
ation of that passage through neutral w~ters which Mr. 
Winston Churchill called "a covered way", on the Nor­
wegian Coast. We· have to our credit also the destruc­
tion, we are assured; ·of a third of the Nazi fleet, of 
-perhaps between thirty and forty ships ,in all. And there 
have been added to the Allies' merchant fleet, available 
for Allied service, perhaps' some four million tons of 
Norwegian shipping. . 

All that has had the· effect of freeing a very ·large part 
of the very powerful North Sea Naval Force, for. service . 
in the Miediterranean; 'and I feel sure that for any loss 
of influence with neutrals we have suffered by with­
drawal from Norway we shall be more than compensated 
by the appearance of the Allied Naval ·Power in the 
Eastern Mediterranean. All that by the way. 

In all such matters we must take a long view. Inevit­
ably there will be real reverses-,and there will be some 
things which will only seem to ,be reverses, from which 
we shall 'suffer no permanent disadvantage. Personally, 
I am hoping that Italy will abandon her neutrality. I am 
aware that efforts are 'heing made ,to prevent such aband­
onment of neutrality, but again we must look ·'10 the 
future; and i~ at the end of the /War there is to be a 
real peace of righteousness, some wrongs must be 
·rig}lted. The rape 'of A:byssinia is one of them. Should 
Italian neutrality be continued until the end of the war, 
it mIght 'be difficult to reopen that question; but if Italy 

, should take 'Germany's side. she would almost cer.t/ilinly 
lose ,her so-called colonial empire in a very short time; 
and ,perhaps 'Selassie would th~s find his kingdom 
restored. 

But beside that, it is surely necessary to the world's 
peace -that' the Italian dictatorship should be broken. 
Indeed. such judgm~DJt upon Mussolini,it seems to me, 
is as necessary as· the destruction of Hitler himself. It 

. is well to keep in mind the principle that dictators help' 
to keep each other ,in order, and that one dictator might 
-be more dangerous than ·-three! It is my earnest hope 
that before the war is over, the free peoples of the world 
will have succeeded in destroying all three of them. 

To ensure Mussolini's defeat, I believe, the Allies haw 
left Southern Non,vay,to its fate fo.r a while. It may do .... ." . .' 

.... , 

" 

/ . 
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Norway good. I am not at all sure that she is deserving 
'of too much sympathy. She was willing that Finland's 
freedom should be sacrificed to her ne1,ltrality; and there 
must have ·been a large element .of German sympathizers 
in Norway, or such German secret penE!!tration of that J. 

country ·wou'ld not have been possible. Much of the Nor­
wegian Coast i~ 'almost i~·accessj,ble from the sea, and 
Germany adopted the method of the burglar, of avoiding 
the doulble-barred doors of Norway, and climbing in 
through ,the coal-ehute. The blockade of ·Germany .by the 
.Skagerrak wouid seem noW to .be almost complete; lind 
the Norwe'gian coastal waters willI be sulbject to' the 
ceasele~s patrol of' thE! ',British Navy. 

of Esther, so that while the nanie of God is not men­
tioned, the spiritually enlightened ·will have no difficulty 
in discerning the hand of God. . . 

Wbat, then, can be said of "such a time as this".? 

I. 
It ~a·s a· time WHEN WHOLESALE"RUTHLESS, MURDER 

HAD BEEN WANTONLY PLANNED. I-t was not an ordinary 
war that threatened the lives of thousands of people, but 
really a pogrom, a programme of wanton destruction and 
death when "young and old, women and children" were' 
to be caused to perish. \ 

The Naval might of Britain· and France will effectively 
control the Mediterranean. The ordering of Allied mer­
chant ships out of the Mediterranean is merely -the 
throwing of 'a police cordon around that area of battle, 
so as to give the Allied Naval Force complete freedom 
of ·action. Perhaps the necessity which neutrals will find, 
of making detour around South Africa will serve to 
impress them more deeply with' the world-nuisance in­
volved in the European dictatorships. 

There have. been wars in which some principle of value 
1I.as been at issue, when it was not e~sy to determine on 
which side of the dispu,te righteousness was' to ·be found. 
It was not so in the .time to Which our text refers. Nor 
is it sO to-day. The present war, from one .side, is a 

, campaign of deliberately devised terror and toriure and 

We have been rather amused 'by the offer, through the 
President of the Carnegie 'Institute, of a million dollars 
for Hitler's arrest "alive, unwounded, and unhurt". Hit­
ler's victims in the concent.ratwn camps and prisons of 
Germany, and the relatives of'his many victims murderJ 

ed by his order, may ·be excused if they cynically. won­
der why such care should ·be enjoined for the delivery 
of this delicate piece of Dresden china! We have not 
heard whether Hitler is to be delivered in 'a crate'marked, . 
"Right side up", or not. If ,so, perhaps it would be dif­
ficult to determine which would be the rJght side! 

Even Canada, with only eleven millions' population is 
not merely offering, but actually paying, more than a 
million dollars a day for Hitler's arrest-dead or alive. 
Britain has recentiy adopted a 'budget of twelve billions. 
To these must be 'added the bilHons that are being spent 
by France; and to that, the .. cost of. the' ·war to India, 
New Zealand, AustraUa, South ~fr.ica, and all the col­
onial gover~ments, to say nothing of the cost to Poland 
and Norway-and indeed, to neutral natioJ.ls. If anyone 
could secure Hitler's arrest at the cost of a billion or so, 
it would ,be very cheap. . . 

This even-ing I shall try to tell you of one who promised 
to pay the equ,ival~nt of ten million dollars for the priv­
ilege- of, doing just iWhat Hilter has already done. The 
book of Esther, if we ,look beneath th~ surface to the 
princi·ples operating in Lts story, is a pre-written history 
of the present war, nearly twenty-five hundred years lold. 
'In pr.inciple, all the details are here, and the inevitable 
result of the conflict is foretold. 

It is known to you all .that the book ot Esther does ~ot 
contain the name.of God. It 'is really the record of what 
God does· incognito; for there was one who spoke of a 
certain p.erson's having come to the kingdom "for such 
a time as' this". Obv,iously, he who thus spake discerned 
an 'overruling Providence in .the affairs' of his day; and 
Esther, to whom that word was addressed, . requested, 
"Fast'ye, ·and 'pray-for- me." She also evidently believed 
-there was Someone to Whom prayer' could be offered, 
that would not ,be offered in. vain. I have a conviction 
that if only our eyes are opened, we may be enabled to 
read the war news of. the day just· as we read the Book 

· destruction, with no worthy end' in view. Hitler bas. re-
· peatedly declared for a "total war". By which he means 

war against everybody,'neutrals and all .. No "Jack the., 
Ripper" of London, or "'butcher .of Kingsbury Run" in 
the United States ·did ever go about his work more wan­
tonly. Hiitler declares that in war.,ti.me there can be no 
neutmlity, and no international law. 
. I~ the historical case .before us, all this 'was merely 

to gratify the ambition of one man. Haman not only 
wanted.a place in which there would be room to Live: he 
wanted the only place. It cannot ,be allowed, ·by the con­
science of the world, that' the ambition of one 'man shall 
inflict such tortures on mankind. No matter what 'the 
cost in blood and treasure, no ,matter how long it takes~ 
Hitler must be brought doWn. . 

Furthermore, this murderous plan' was conceived ,as aft 
ezpression of the insensate hate of 'one man. Haman's 
distinctive quality' was his capacity for hatred. We' have 
read of many who displayed occasional ou.tbursts of 
hatred against men or n'ation;g, but the majority of such 
men halVe shown some human quaUties. Hitler:is all 
hatred. He is an incarnation of hatred. He loves no 
one. He ·has never loved anyone. He seems to be an 
embodiment. of the venom of. hell itself. As truly as 
Haman was the "Jews' enemy", HUler has pledged him­
se].f. to be the implaca·ble enemy of the same race. But 
he is. more: he is everybody's enemy, tl).e e:Qemy of the 
well-being of all mankind, of the ·world's weal, and the 
world's peace. If all loathsome diseases, and all dev­
astating plagues, and all mental .tortures, and all moral 
distempers, and all the abominations of every sort ever 
knoWn to man, -if all that earth has ever !mown or exper­
ienced of satanic hate and destruction, could be rolled 

· into' one immeasurable and intolerable aggregation and 
given a ~ame, Lt· would ,then ,be inadequate to express 
the con centra ted hatred· of all virtue that resides in the 
person~lity of Hitler. 

If such' a time as Mordecai's was a aay of darkness, 
what can ·be said of "such a time as this" in which' such 
a,n one as Hitler 'breathes our air? 

...... 11. 

Notwithstanding, . however, this great darkness, 
THERE WAS AN OvERRU~NG PROVIDENCE AT "SUCH· A 
TIME AS THIS". I repeat, though ,God is unnamed in 
the book of Esther, He is conspi'cuously present, as Mor-
deead and ·Esther both bew. . 
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"Thrice ·blest is he to whom' is given J 

The dnstinct that can ten 
That God is on the field, when He 

Is most invisible .. " 

.1 

Many a page of buman -h-istory :js Uke the !book of 'Esther~ 
Many 'a page of your .individ~al hi9tory reads like a 
chapter from this book; and many of us have been able . 
to say,-

stahding, we -shou'ld see to !be ,axiomatic: no war did ever. 
break upon the world for which God 'U)Q.8 unprepared. He 
is always ready for every emergency of life. We ~ead' 
of "the tower of David buiIded for an armoury, whereon 
there hang a thousand bucklers, all shields of mighty 
men." But what secret weapon, what unknown instru­
mentalities, God has laid up in His armouries "for such 
a time as .this", no one now knows. God can make ·even 

"I see Thee not, l hear. Thee not, . .the ugly story of Ahasuerus to work out to His~praise. 
Yet art Thou oft with me; Can we ,believe tha.t the ugliness of the world, repre-

Ants e-!r:!:~smn';t~thdT~e:.,~Pot ..... sented by such' .names as Haman, and HitI~r, and Mus-
solini, and Stalin', is mere accident; that these ~en rep-

Why does God permit Haman, and Hitler and Btalin resent someth.ing that is .beyond divine control? If that 
o.nd Mussolini to live? . Can you find an answer? Read were so, life would n:ot be worth living. War is horrible 
the book of Esther. Why did He permit Ham-an to live enough, 'but'even war haS its' uses. And God can-and 
and prosper? That has always b~n a question. The does-make the wrath of man to praise Him. 
Bible contains many storie~ of r.ighteous men. who have An, ideal. world doubtless would haye progresSed beyond 
be~n tro1,!.bled, ~s we are, WIth that great questIon. Some- a state where human affairs must be determined by 
times we see it on a large scale, as in the present .war; for.ce· but .we have abways had a quarrel ,wi,th those who 
sometimes in some obscure corner of the. earth, where' 'have insisted that every aspect of war .is esseQtially evil, 

.an individua:l fights out. his battle with that ·problem and that war settles nothing. Men who thus speak must 
alone.. ... . . . . surely be incapable of logical conviction, and ·be without 

.Jereml·ah enqUIred, W~~refore doth the way of the. capacity fdr logical processes of thought. 
WIcked prosper? w~~refore a~e all they ha~py t~'at deal To go no farther -back, Waterloo settled something. 
very treacherously? To whIch God answered, If thou . So did the American War of Independence. 'So did the 
hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, Amer.ican-Canadian War of eighteen hundred and twelve. 
then how canst thou contend with horses? and if in the So also did the Civil War in the United States. And 

, land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they weallied thee, while the Great War did not settle anything perman­
the~ how wilt th!lu do in }he swelling of J?r~~n?" By ently" the freedom ~f France' and Belgium and Britain 
~hlch .He mean~( to say, If you fi~d the mlbal.lesson and Canada and the ,United -States, and of other lands, 
In your moral kmdergarten to '?e dIfficult, how. wIll you for more than ,twenty years was secured. 
do when you have to face the mnumerable problems of In the case before us the fate of multitudes of people 
a . maturer e~p.erience?" .If we c.an?ot. patiently, and., was p":oviden:tially com:';',itted to the hands of a bea~tiftd 
WIth calm SPIrI~S, read of the_Alhes wlthdr~wal from '/.L'oman. Esther ,came to the kingdom "for such a time 
Central NOl'Way,. ~ow shall we do when the bon eo~es as this". We have heard many demands f9r the con,:, 
up from t~e swellIng of Jordan, a~d ,,!hen we shall. ha~e scription of. wealth and of man power during the war, to 
-to face stIll greater rever-ses whIch may all 'be mdls- none of which have' we felt disposed to offer any objec­
.pensable to o?r ultimate . success ? tion. But let us remember that God' conscripts every-

. Let.us see If.-we can find s~me a~wers ~~ these qu~s- thing in the "'!-niverse. Who knows what God is doing. 
tt.ons'l.n the backgro~nd of th'l.s sto'ry, su~lted by, ~h6 bfe just now incognito? Secret agents of . all the warring 
~nd record. of the ktng of the .Me~o-Pers'l.an em1?'I.re. It powers d~u'btless are operating in the countries engaged; 
IS not a mce story at all. 'LIfe IS. full of storIes t~at but the issue of the ,war will be determlned by the Secret 
are nO.t nice. We all ha~~ the profoundest sympathy WIth Agent with Whose movements no power on eart:h can 
VashtI. We should unammously commend her for refus- .interfere-and who can tell what His instrument.s will be 
ing to comply with the king's outrage~us demand. There before the war is over? 
is a saying, colloquial and proverbial, "What are you 
going to do about it?" That question may -be asked of a 
thousand things in life. . , 

But against this background, there is .another (there 
al\¥'8Ys .is!) a man caHed a.v.J:·ordecai, of whom it is .sa·id, 
"'He .brought up Hadassah." Only four words, !but -they 
'tell a story of something that was 00 affect the lives of a 
great' multitude. 'Long Ibefore Haman had perfected his 
-plan, God ha'd perfected HilS. Von Ri-bbentrop last week 
treaJ1:ied the world to another Ger:man {lalbrica,tion-but his 
statement was believed by no one outside of Germany. 
Let us never forget that "such a time as ,Ws" is related 
flo some earI.ier, unmarked, and inconspicuous time, when 
God prepared His' plan, Mordecai little knew what he 
was doing, and Hadassah knew less; but "known unto 
God are all his, works from the' ·.1Jeginning of the world." 

Britain, it is said, was unprepared for the"present 
war-as she was fOT the last one. That was probably 
true. It is always hard for the police to anticipate all 
the details of a ·burglar's plan. B~t agains.t that, let us 
set this. principle which, had we the necessary under-

III. 
I may leave that for the moment, to remind ·you·tha.t 

"in such a time as this" SACKCLOTH AND ASHES BEcAME 
SOMEONE'S ApPROPRIATE ,CLOTHING. ·MQrdecai was a 
symbol of a race in mourning. Surely there was enough 
:bto -make him mourn. But we have /become accustomed 
to horrors. We have lost our capacity .for being shock­
ed. T·he heart of humanity has graduaHy become cal­
~oused,to wrong, to evil of ·all sorts, :to ,sorrow and tears 
and cries, to suffering and death. . 

Do you remember how the world shuddered when the 
. Titanic went down, wrecked by an iceberg? During the 
Great War, we 'became accustomed to hearing of marine 
losses .equalling many Titanic8, day after day-, until at 
last we heard such news without a tremor. The world's 
tear-f·ou·nt seems to have run dry. But there are many 
reasons for wearing sackcloth in our day. What I now 
say is neither popula'l',nor agreeable, I am ·aware. Rome 
time ago a 'WITNESS subscriber wrote ine ·from Holland, 
who had read one of my serml?ns, asking if Brit;a,in and 
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Canada and the Uni,ted States 'had noth.ing of whiclJ. they 
ought to repent. We are none of us d'iJSposed to assume 
that ;the ,population of these countries is composed of so 
many mi'lIions of saint~though we insist we have done 
no wrong to Germany, even as the Jews had done no 
wrong to Haman .. But who of us, i'Ddi~.idually or nation­
a:lly, can Iboast of a conscience void of offence towaTd God? 
What ter.n.ble offences aga~nst God we have committed! 
How many of the professed people of Gocl, by their atti­
tude ,toward His Word, either explicitf1ly or implicitly, 
have caUed ,God a Har! How many have insulted t'he Maj­
esty of heaven by their attitude toward His Son! And 

. how grievously ha~e all offended by their treatment of 
His day! What f1 godless world this is! . 

And what offences against men have w:e committed! I 
am no Socialist, though I am not blind to the wrongs 
which ·breed Socialism. What covetousness we have dis­
played! Canada and the United States could easily have 
put a' stop to Japan's aggression against China. Canad·a 
herself could have done much by stopping the export of 
nickel to Japan. But alas! there are still to be found in 
these countries men who have such' a passion for money 
that they are willing to get rich at .the expense of o~hers' 
blood. Yes; sackcloth ought to ·become fashionable under 
the British flag in all lands-and it maybe that God 
will make it so ·before we have done. 

Only la"t wee.Jt I read a letter from one of our young 
girls who is in England, . and whp expects shortly to 
return. She said she had attended a great church in 
which she had found a congreglrtion of nine people, and" 
yet the theatres have long queues of people waiting for 
the doors to open. She said a young man returned one 
even.ing to the boarding-house where she lives, greatly 
disappointed because he had vainly tried to get into three 
theatres-which were so crowded that the 'doors were 
closed. Is it not significant that in so many places 

. churches should be empty, and theatres crowded? 
I am not discussing the merits of the theatre for the 

. moment. We heard a little whil~ ago that the British 
Government had adopted a foreign policy of "realism". , . , 
I suppose they meant that they were going to face the 
facts of the case. Where shall we. find "'realism"? In the 
church, or in the theatre? . Alas! too often it is tr.ue· 
it cann9t be found in either place; for God has been all 
but crowded out of many churches. But there is realism 
in the book of Esther, and that which is most real" in it 
all is neither Ahasuerus, rior Mordecai, nor Eslther, nor 
the Jews generally, Ibut GOD. It may be that God will 
make sackcloth and ashes very "real" to us in order that 
He Himself may becolDe real. 

IV. 

And' yet "in such -a: time as this" WICKED MEN SEEM 
TO BE ALLOWED TO WAX WORSE AND WORSE. Is not this 
a .time. for d"ivine acmon? How ready we are to callI 
God to account, even as the British press seem deter­
m.ined to call :the British ·Government to' account in 
the Hou·se of Commons next Tuesd'ay., But the fact 
was, "suCh a tirite as this" was a time of divine action­
tktnt,gh not everyone could see it. For. just then some­
thing ha·ppened in the .palace. You are familiar with 
the story; I need not repeat it. Esther approached the 
king unbidden, and he held out to her the golden sceptre 
say.i·ng, "What wilt thou, queen E~ther? and what i·s thy 
request? it shall be even given thee to the half of the 

I 
kingdom." And for .the moment it looked as though 
Esther made but poor use of her .privileges, for she 

-announced the preparation of a banquet" at which she 
desired -the presence of the king and Haman! It was 
arranged, and it seemed as though the day was lost. T·he 
superficial observer· :would have supposed that Haman 
had managed to establish .himself in the favour of' the 
queen. 

At the 'same time, other women .began plotting. Y~s; 
there are women in Germany who seem to display as 
great a capaci.ty for evil 'as the !pen. Haman's wife 
seemed to be as bad as Haman. We may· be thankful 
perhaps that Hitler has not a wife the counte~art of 
himself! One is enough! So the case grew worse and 
worse"in Shushan -the palace. What a horrible prospect! 
Did anyone enquire, Shall we tear down the gallows 
w.hrich, at the instigation of Zeresh, Haman has buiqt for 
Mordecai? Tha.t would . have been poor adv·ice. It would 
be a 'pity to waste the labour s·pent on the building of a 
gallows. Let it stand! It will serve a useful purpose 
some day!. . 

·'iNo God," you say?'''An absentee God"? And for 
proof of it, will you cry, "Behold the gallows prepared 
for Mordecai"? Wait a while! Wait a while! Let Hitler's 
headman, with his elaborate. dress; keep the edge of his 
axe finely sharpened. I say a horrible thing when I 

. remark tha:t it may yet" be pressed into useful, and 
r.ighreous, if ~read.ful servi,ce. , 

V. -' 

Let us see WHAT "THIS TIME" My TEXT REFERS TO IS 
IN GOD'S'CALENDAR. What a great deal !We have heard 
about Hitler's biTthdays,' and other special days! But 
God has His ·set times, even a set time to favour Zion. 
Look at Haman's to-morrow. Mordecai is to. die to­
morrow! Israel's hope is to be extinguished to-morrow I _ . 

Do not be too sure. Whatever may be said of the 
Britils'h Governmenrt;, try to rememJber that God is never 
too late. Look at the nex:t chapter: ".on that night." 
What wae "that" night? It was the night ~before Haman's' 
to-molTow. Have you ever underlined this passage in 
your BIble: "At which time Moses was born", written as 
viewed perspectively i.n the New Testament? ·Or have 
you ever underlined this, also from the New T~stament: 
"Tohe· same night Peter' was sleeping lbetween two sol­
diers, bound with two chains: I and the keepers. before 
the door kept the prison. And, behold, the angel of the 
Lord came upon him"? Ah yes; I know it sometimes 
seems as thQugh God were .movi:ng very slowly-if mov­
ing at all. You have heard the story perhaps of th~ man 
standing within Vliew of Greenwich Observatory, watch­
ing ·the ·ball above the dome that falls exactly at the tick 
of noon. The man was from this side of the sea, and 
the story says he held a Water-bury watch in his hand, 
of which he was proud. As the hand approached the 
hour of noon, he looked at the ·ball above the dome and 
said, "She will have to drop soon or she will be late"! 
So do we try to measure the progress of the sun and the . 
irresis-ttble march of the divine pur.pose, by our little 
watches! . 

On the particular night under review, God kept the 
king awake. Here is another element enteNng into the 
story. I have never read of any ·man who deliberately 
set himself to torture the minds of men as Hitler has 
donEl. He. is not without some mental,ity himself. We 
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have I!Lll ~ead . stories of Hitler's alleged sleeplessness, of 
the wild nights he is said occasionally to spend, wh.en he 
sends for' his aidelt'-not to talk to him, .but to listen to 
him talk. 

Have you considered what God can do with the minds' 
of men? Will the war be won 'by men and guns and 
ships and aeroplanes? Who disposed Ahasuer.us to hold 
out the golden sceptre?- Who kept the king awake "on 
that night" before Haman's to-morrow? o.h, what won­
ders God can Cio' in the night watches! "He giveth his 
beloved sleep",' our version has it ; but it might be ren­
dered, "He giveth to Ms beloved in sleep." - ,So He does! 
He gives us more while we are asleep than when we are 
awake. Our mind and body are refreshed in sleep; and 
how. the grass and the trees and the flowers; and all the 
fruits of the earth, are brought to perfection even while 
we sleep. 

I sl,1ggest'to you that that is an interesting line of 
study which I can only name. o.f s'orne one,· wh()m I shall 
not presume ,to try to idenflif,y it is prophesied: "Thus 
saUh the !A>r4 God; lit shall come to pa'ss, that at tJ,e 
same ,time shaM things come .into thy mind." Do you re-

.. member ,the story of Pharaoh'lS bllltler and baker in Egypt, 
and what happened while they slept and dreamed? Re­
member too how Pharaoh dreamed; 'how the Midianite 
dreamed for ,Gideon's instl1uction; how Nebuchadnezzar 
dreamed; how Belshazzar dreamed . .J do not sIt up la.te at 
night ,to. listen to the radio: I ,know that-we are five hours 
behind Greenwich time, and before midnight we get all 
the news of anything that can be rep()r:ted, except that 
which happens during ,the night. But ·no one .can report 
what God will do dUl'ling the night. 

Hitler··has but little power over the minds of men. but 
the power of God lis unlimited. And what God can do 
with the minds of men at "such a time as this"-"on 
that night"-no one can furetell. 

But here is another. element. It was "on that night" 
the king read the book of records. Von Ri'bbentrop pro­
fessed to have found certain records in o.slo. Who knows 
what archives God may open? And how and where God 
wi'll find- HilS man, or men, ithe deUverem of His appoint­
ment.in this great'VY'ar.? It-may n()t be the men who are 
n()w in control whom ,God Wlill use ad; ~'as-t to win the war. 

/ lam not disposed to criticize any of them. I :pave ha.d 
enough ex·perience in my little sphere of public life to 
know how often a puhlic man mu,st bear the blame for 
,thLngis f9r ,which he lis not responsib,Ie because he may 
not speak in self-defense. It may be God will see us 
thr()ugh wi.th the men we have; ,but if not, perha'PB He 
wil'l find some'other men, unknowri at present, and un­
seen,.and ,whoSe names may be found in sonie book of rec-. 
ords. Somethilllg he' 'has said or done someWhere may 
bring a man, The man, to tlie place of au.thority. 

God has done it often i'n ·time past. The leader of the 
first war of liberation -was not a soldier: but A'brah"am. 
Neither Gideon nor Shamgar, nor Dav,id, was a profes­
sional soldde'r-lbwt each was God's ,man "for such a time 
as this". Oromwell and others in Britain's history were 
found when crises required men of courage and of action, 
And how many political leader,s has God raised up in the 
same wa·y. Joseph in Egypt. Moses, the greatest of all 
legislators. Daniel, who became ,prime minister in a 
country in which 'he had 'been an exile. Lincoln in the 
United States, one of the greatest men of all times, And, 
I venture to add another name. I know nothing of 
America's domestic politics, but I expres~ the opinion 

that no American statesman of recent years has man­
ifested ,such cons-ci()usness of world-responsibility as 
has the present President of the United S~ates. . 

Be that as it" may, let us rest assured that somewhere, 
somehow, in every crisis of this war, God will find His 
instruments "for such a time as this". 

Observe also thai Haman's own machinations brought 
to authority the one man comp~tent to undo Haman's 
wicked work, ana secure the fruits of ,victory. I am not 
80 anxious' aoout our w8ll'-leadersMp as I am that 
strong men shall be available for the malcing of the 
peace. It will require strength and resolution to insist 
on such stem measures as ;will be necessaTy to the estab­
lishment of a righteoulS peace. 

VI. 
And 'now at long last A NEMESIS ,ARISES. Haman's 

vicious _rage prepares the gallows. The Bi,ble is full of 
that principle. I Teceived last week a letter from the 
Editor of The B"itish Weekly, Dr. Hutton, in which !h~ 
said, "I am quite conceited over my exegesi,s of one of 
the sayings of our blessed Lord:. 'T'hey that take the 
sword sha:1l perish by the sword.' True, God b~ praised! 
For it follows'that they that take to bombings, to mag­
netic mines, to double-crossing, ,shall by bombs, and mag­
netic mines, and double-crossing, perish." I have no doubt 
whatever that Dr. Hutton is right. "With what judg­
ment ye judge, ye shall be judged : and with what meas-

. ure ye mete, it shall ,be measured to you again." 
So we may rest assured that Hitler is even now pre;­

paring for hLs own destl'luction. Haman's superlative 
egotism prescribed the steps for his enemy's exaJ,tation. 
One is tempted to linger upon such a 'story, but you are 
familiar w.ith it. His vanity was his u·ndoing. Of course, . 
there could .be no orie else whom the king would delight 
to honor! What retribution fell upon the head of this· 
wicked Haman when, having prescrilbed honors f()r hi~­
self, the ~ing said, "Make haste, and take the apparel 
and the horse, as thou hast 'said, and do even so' to 
Mordecai the Jew, that sitteth, at the king's gate: let 
nothing fail of all that thou hast spoken." 

And the suggestion for his execution' came from one 
who doubtless had previously obsequiously served him. 
The chamberlain said, "Behold also, toe gallows fifty 
cubits high, which Haman had made for Mprdecai, who 
had spoken good for the ~ing, standeth in the house. of 
Haman." Then said the king, "Ha.ng him 'thereon"­
"So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had 
prepa,red for Mordecai." . 

There' is really no love-lost between Hitler and his 
immediate aides, and as soon as the tide turns, there 
wilI be plenty of people ,in Germany to assist in the 
pU'nishment of Hitler. So we ma), leave that part of the 
story. I have brought it before you in the hope that it 
will afford you some comfort who really !believe in God; 
and that it may help us to possess our souls in patience 
in the cloudy and dark day, if such days should come 
to 11S. 

VII. 
But THE WHOLE STORY IS ILLUSTRATIVE OF A GRF.ATER 

THAN }\f0RDECAI. Who can read the last verse of this 
book without seeing a picture of .our Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself?-"Mordecai the Jew was next unto ki'ng Ahas­
uerus, and great am()llg the Jews, and accepted of the 
multitude of his brethren, seeking the wealth of his 

.1 
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people •. and speaking peace to all his seed." It is hecause 
has has been exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour; it is 
because all authority has been given to Him in heaven 
.and 'on earth. that we have hope: VerilY He is great 
among His .people. having a na·me that is 'above every 
name; and though He be the sovereign Ruler of the 
skies. yet is He als~ accepted of the multitude of His 
brethren; and. hav:ing ascended on high and received 
gifts for men. like Mordecai. He·seeks the wealth of His 
'people. and speaks peace ·to all His seed. 

This. I declare. is 'both history and prophecy: "The 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name 
s'b-all .be ca:~l~ Wo~derfu'l ·CounseHer •. The mighty God. 
The everlastmg Father. The Prince of Peace." 

"For 10. the days are 'hastening on 
By prophet-bards foretold •. 

When with Pte ever-cireling years 
Comes round the age of gold; 

When peace shall over all the earth 
Heraneient splendours fling. 

And the whole world give back the song 
Which now ~he angels sing." . 

"SHEEP FOR THE' SLAUGHTER'" 
(Continued 'rom page !) 

been ea~y to' SiI;~p Oermany in her march into Austria, 
or CzechoslovakIa. or Poland. or Norway. ·if we could 
have allowed. ourselves to use Germany's methods. We 
coulld have vIolated.. the neutraLity of other nations and 
haye d~ne it first; bwt our very pr.inciples for.bad~ our 
domg ~o. We coulld not play the game of the recently 
halckneyed "Trojan !horse" in Norway. We had to abide' 
by our principles. and suffer the consequences. 

Germany •. with the connivance. 'beyond douM of a 
. mU'lititude of Norwegian traitors. established 'her~eif in 
Norw~Y: unopposed. There appears now:to be ad,iv~rsity 
of oplDlOns as to the 'practicability of dr-iving the Ger­
mans out.~ We are not much dilttunbed by the strictures 
of arm-chair reviewers and' critics. but it is difficult to 
be wholly umnoved ,by the criticism of such a man as 
Admiral Sir Roger Ke~s. than whom perhaps there is 
no naval· expert in tthe world more competent to pro­
nounce judgment on ·such a situation as that w,hiCh now 
obtains in Norway. :aut unt1« all the' facts of the case 
are known. ~t would be unwise and unfair to judge. "'He 
th~t answereth '!l matter before he 'heareth it. it is folly 
and shame unto him." So that our principle still ho'lds. 
We a~ the ¥ictim'S of our own moral restraints: and we 
are such of necessity. 

Notwithstanding. ,we m~t'" be of :good cheer;' ,for the 
further principle also still h9lds: "In all these thinis. we 
are more than conquerors through him' tha,t loved us." 
The ,man who does right. may often seem to suffer an 
initial reverse; Ibut in the end of the day it wil~ always 
be found that it is righteousness-and r.ighteousness 
alone-whicp "exalteth ,a nation". Hence. the charge 
that is I~id against the British Government. that they 
are always "too hite." may not be wholly justifiable. Few 
have criticized Mr. Chamberlain. Sir John Simon. or Sar 
Samuel Hoare. more severely in the past than we have. 
We never did-and d9 not now-understand or approve 
the attempt to "appease" a man-eating tiger whose jaws 
are dr:ipping with .blood. That.is in the past. however. 

,and unti'l it is clearly demonstrated ,to the contrary. we 
shaH dare to believe that John Bull's 'managers are prose-

outing the war with the ut~ost vigour. and with such 
wisdom as will uiltimately prove itself. 

Meanwhile. we must not blame the sheep because it 
halSbeen ,torn by the wolves. 

SEVENTH-pAY ADVENTISM 
( Continued) 

By Rev. W. Gordon Brown. M.A. 
. Of Toronto Baptist Seminary 

Chapter III. 

. THE MORTALITY OF MAN 
Incidentally. i.t is interesting to note that Adventists. 

because of their teaciJ.ing •. "do not eat ·hog meat" (-C. P. 
Bollman. ,pamphlet' on Why I Am a Seventh-Day Adven­
tist. p. 20). (c.f. ,Mark '1: 19 R.V .• "This he said.· making 
all meats clean"; Acts 10: 10-17; Romans 14: 14; Titus 
1 : 15; Hebrews 13: 9). that they practise foot-washing at 
their quarterly meetings. and' 'that -their ·ministry is open 
to Iboth men and ,women (Census Report • . pp. 27f.). that 
they baptize ·by immersion. and that theirehurch govern­
ment is ·pres'byterial in form. . But these things are in­
significant in comparison wilth what they claim to -he'''a . 
God':sent . message to all .the world ... • con.taining "new 
light on tihe 'Saibbath question. the nature of man. the 
state,of the dead. the reward of the righteous. the fate· 
.of the wicked. and the millenni~m" (C.'B. Haynes, From 
Sabbath. to Sunday. 1928. p. 124). Their theory of the 
millennium 'we hav:e already mentioned. We shall pres­
ently consider' the question. Should Christians ,keep tihe 
Sabbath? We <;ome now to this other important ques­
tiOn •. Has man an ever-existing soul? 
• Adventists proclaim the mortality of man. Tihey say. 
No, MAN IS NOT NATURALLY IMMORTAL. "'We believe that· 
God alone has immortality. that man may have immor­
tality. only as a gift from God through Christ; that upon 
conversion. the Ohristian receives eternal Ufe by faith in 
the 'promises of God; that immortality will he conferred 
upon the righteous at the second coming of Christ. and 
the fir.st resurrection" (A. L. Baker. pamphlet on What 
Do Seventh-Day Adventists Believe? .p. 5). Natural im­
mortality. as these teachers observe. involves conscious­
ness in death. lienee belief in the mortality of man is 
fundamental to· much 'of ,their teaching. 

It may be admitted that "immortality" in its etymo­
logical sense of "deathlessness" "is not a natural endow­
ment" (J. J. Barlow. Endless Being o'r Man Made for 

. Eternity. no date. 'po 29). ,God has "deathle'ssness" 
(athanasia, 1 Timothy 6: 16; Ecclesi'astes_ 51 : 9 may re-' 
fer to "the deathless .one"). All men die (Hebrews 
9 :27). hen-ce- men are not literally "deathless". Believ­
ers. however, will be given "deathlessness" at the resur­
rection (1 ,Corinthians 15 :53f. Foregoing are' all the 
uses of athanasia, "deathlessness". in the New Tes,ta­
ment). , To put it ano.ther .way, God alone nas incorrup­
,tion. .for He is "the King of the ages iIi'cqrruptible" 
(aphthartos, 1 Timothy 1:17; Romans 1:23; cf. 1 Peter 
1 :23). But Chri-st's IGospel ha~ shed light on life and 
incorru'ption (2 Timotlhy 1 :1), so that believers seek i.t .. 
from Him "(Romans 2 :7) 'and will have it i~ the r~sur­
rection (1 Cori!lthians l~ :~2. ·50. 5~. TJ:!.e foregoing, 
wi,th Ephesians 6: 24 are all the uses of aphthartos in 
the New Testa!ment). . 

'The Scri,ptures we have quoted are the ones on which 
the Adventists rely for thei·r statement that man is not 
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na·turaUy immortal. But do these ·passages mean thM joying everlasting life". The Jews call a cemetery beth 
man ihas riot endless existence? ,By no means. It must hachaY'llim, "house of the living"! 'These moderns con­
be remembere~ -that our English word "immortal", as tradict also what .Christian Ibelilwers have ever held. 
well 'as the corresponding terms in the Greek New Testa- The converted lawyer, Tertullian (c. 150--c. 230 A.D.) 
ment, has ~ore th~ one meaning. Passages outside asks: "Shall we 'sleep between death and 'the judg,ment? 
Holy Scripture make this abundantly clear. Again and Why souls do not sleep even willen men are alive. It'is' 
again the Wisd~m of ,solomon (1st century B.C. ?), for .the province of bodies' flo sleep." The Anglican Church 
example, uses athanasia, "'immortality" of those who has thirty-nine Article of Religion, 'but originally there 
'~ave departed this life (3,:4; 4:1; 8:13, 17; 15:3; so were for.ty-two, and the fortieth said: "They which,say 
aphtharsia","incorruption", is used in 6: 18f. Compare that the souls,. of those who depart hence to ,sleep being 
Josephus Wars of the Jews 3.8.5 [372]). without all sense, 'feeling or perceiving till :tlle Day of 

Much light has been shed on the meaning 'of words in ,Judgment... do utterly dissent from the right ibelief 
the New Testamen.t by the study of the common Greek of, declared to us in Holy~Scripture." We ·mig·ht even quote 
its age., Here is an example: tombstones frequently as- . William Miller, to' whom the Adventists look back. with 
sert that oudeis athar1w,tos. This has been shown by such undeserved reverence, for he said that in hell "there 
Sir W.illiam' Ramsay to mean, not that "no one is im- can be no respite, no cessation, no deliverance, no hope!" 
mortal", bu~ that "no 'one is free from death" (quoted in (Second Coming of Christ, 1842, .p. 174, cf. p. 298). ' 
Moulton and Milligan, Vocabulary of the Greek New But we are little concerned with the opinions of men 
Testament; 1914, p. 11). It may 'be true,' if 'we 'must when we have the Word of God. Thi.s the Adventist~ 
press words into their literal meaning, that "an immortal wrest to their own destruction. When the 'question of 
soul is a souf in no sense subject to death. All souls Lmmortality was placed before Christ ;by the Sadducees, 
here are ,subject to death-saint as well as sinner" wi·th whom in -this respect :Seventh-Day Adventists agree, 
(Barlow, op. cit., p. 148), 'but the word "immortal", be- our Lord told them that the patriarchs were still alive 
sides meaning "'deathless", also means "imperishable", (Matthew 22:32; cf: Luke 9:30f.; 16:29), and He added 
"perpetual", "enduring", "eternal". One of the earliest these significa,nt words, ,jFor all -to Him are alive" (Luke 
post-apostolic Christian documents declares that believers 20 : 38). That is straight denial of Seventh-Day Adven­
are sharers en toi thanatoi, "in that .which is immortal" tism. Jesus on the cross .promised the thief that he 
(The Teaching of the Twelve 4 :8, dated by Dr. Philip should be w.ith Him that day (Luke 23 :43; d. Acts 
Schaff between 90 and 100 A.D., by Dr. J. Armitage 7:59; 1 Thessalonians 5:10'with 4:13f.), in the heav­
RQbinson between 140 and 160,lby Dr. F. E. Vokes about enly Jerusalem are "the spirits of just men made per-

, the close of the second century), and it enjoins believers 'fect'" (Hebrews 12 :22f.), and John in the Reve~ation 
to give thanks for "the knowledge, faith and immortal- "saw under the altar the souls of those who had been 
ity" made ,known througlhChrist (10:2). The second slain on account.of, the Word of God,and on acc:ou~t of 
century Epistle to Diognetus 6::8 says: "Immortal the the testimony which they held", and he heard them cry 
sounn a mortar tabernacle has its home; and christians aloud (6 ~9'f.)'. For ·the righteous death means to be 
sojourn among corruptible things, e~pecting incorrup.: with ·Christ (Philippians 1 :23; cf. 2 Corinthians 6 :1-9) ; \ ' 
tion in heaven." If man was made in the divine image for the wioked to die is to suffer consciously and fear-
(!Genesis 1:26f.; James 3:9), ·then 'God has set eternity fully (Luke 16:22-28; etc.) , 
in his heart (Ecclesiastes 3:11 RoV.).. But furl-her; and as 'a logical sequence of the ,positions 

But what we have ~id is only by way of .pre~ration above refut~d, SEVENTH~pAY ~DVENTISTS TEACH THA~ 
for the full refutation of the Adventist position which ~HE WIC~ED, after ,the resurrectIon. W,I.LL BE A~NIHILATED. 
h~re follows. If man have not endless existence, that W~ Ibeheve that -the wage.s of s~n .1S death; that the 

- wdl be 'shown in death. Accordingly Seventh-Day AD- pUDlshm~nt ~eted out to smners wlll be ~ternal de~th, 
VENTISTS, like Russellites, UOLD THAT THE DEAD ARE UN- total extmc~lon by fire, after they are adJudged gullty 
CON~CIOUS. "We believe that when a man dies\ he enters before the Judg~ent 'bar of God" (A. L. Baker, op. cit., 
a ,state of silence, inactivity, and entire unconsciousness; p. 5). Mrs. Whlte declare~: "But those who have not, 
~hat he ~emains 'asleep', altogether oblivio1,ls to the pas's- th~ough repentance and .falth, ~cur~ pardon, must ,re; 
109 of time or events"until the .first resurrection if he' celve the -penalty of transgress lon- the wages of sm. 
is ~ccounted righteous, or until the seco'nd resurrection The~ su~er, pu.nishment .varying, in duration a~~ i~­
j.~ he is numbe~~ among the wicked" (A. L. Baker; op:, tenslt~, accordm,~ to thelr works, ibut fi~ll~ endmg In 
cst., p. 5). So ihell, as ... a place of torment" does not t1!e second. dea~h . (The Presen~ Truth, L., 9) .. 
now e~ist (The present Truth, VI., 20). Qf the dead; Alas, tins cult IS n?t ~~o~e m such a ~octrlD~. The 
then, it may be said that ,their's is, late Dr. Chas. ,Gore sald: Fmal moral rUlD . may lDvolve, 

I cannot but ,think, such a dissolution of personality as ' 
carries :with it the cessation of personal consciousness 
(The Religion of the Chur~h, American Edition, 1917, 

"But vacancy' ,{bsorbing, space, 
But :fixednes~thout a place; 
lThere (are) no stars-no earth-no time-
No check-no change-no good-no cnme- ... 
A sea of stagnant idleness, . 
Blind, boundless, mute and motionless"-
-To misuse Lord Byron.'s The PriB01/,fW of Chillon/ 

In this, unscriptul'al ,'position Adventists contradict 
~ven those dim glimmerings of'.truth, which the heathen 
have. For instance, the ancient Egy'ptian word anchiu 
wlhich literally means the ,'living', is in 'iimumera:bl~ 
places used emphatically for the "departed', who are en-· 

\ 

p. 84).' 
If such could 'be proved from Scri-pture, what comfort 

would come to the Christ-rejector! but whether we like 
it or no, the Lord Jesus taught ,the contrary. ACA:ording 
to the New Testament the wicked go after judgment into 
everlasti.ng punishing (Matthew 25: 41,46; d. Hebrews 
6 :2) hi the la1ke of fire (Revelation 20: 14f., cf. v. 10), 
there to lament (Matthew 8:12) in the eternal fire (18: 
8), forever (Mark 9:48; cf. 3:29 R.V.). 

I 



) 

10 (10) THE GOSPEL WITNESS May 9, 1940 

RECOGNITION AND ORDINATION AT SARNIA 

'Oil the beautiful afternoon of Tuesday, A,pril 23rd, a splen­
d'id company of pastors and members from the Union of 
Regular Baptist Churches, met in Sarnia, Ontatio, in response 

· to an invitation from the Temple Baptist Church, Sarnlia, 
to form a !council for .the two-fold .PI1l1J)os.e, of first, recognizing 
the said church as a Regular Baptist Church, and s~ondly, 
to consider the Ordination of ·the Pastor, ,Mr. W. Hal M8(ffiain. 
The weather was ideal; a:ctually !being the first bright warm 
day of the spring.' This was an added incentive to many to 
journey to Sarnia, and the result was a f.ull Church in -the 
afternoon, and a -packed church in the evening. 

It was moved by Rev. H .. G. Hiridry, and seconded .by Rev. 
RObert D. Guthrie" that Rev. Gordon Brown, of the Toronto 
Baptist .seminary, act as .Model"ator, and moved by Rev. 
F. Dyson, and seconded ,by H. G. Hindry, that Rev. Rabert D, 
Guthrie, of 'London, be Olerk. Both 'of these motions carried. 

The Moderator caHed ,upon the C,lerk of Temple Baptist 
Church to read the m'in,utes of the Church calling the council 
together. This was followed by a roll can of the ;Churches 
invited to make up the CGuncil. The response showed that 
representatives were ·present from: Chatham, Court~and, 
Courtwrlp:ht, Essex, FOl'Watd, Toronto; Hespeler, liondon, 

· Briscoe; .shedden, St. Catharines, Jarvis St., ToroMo; -Wilkes­
port, Windsor, Sarnia, New Toronto, Snowden, Montreal. , 

In all, there were 1'5 .Churehes, and 40 messengers. Mter 
a number of v.isitors were added, It 'WSiS ·moved by Mr. Man­
ning, and seconded ,by Mr. Mal"Sh, both of Temple Baptist 
Ohureh, that the c.hun:h accept :Ilhis as the council for the 
business mentioned. 

.. Statement of the Church. 
Putor MacBain then' gav'e the statement for the church. 

This he djvided into three 'Parts. . 
The Church's History. The 'Church came into existence 

'because of a desire on the part of the Oourtwright and WHkes­
port ,Churehes to reach out '.with the Gos.pel of Christ. Fol­
lowing this desire, was a v'ision of the need in the town of 
Sarnia for the Gospel. This made a wonderful combination. 
A desire, ,a need. What a story there is to tell to-day, .because 
of this zeal, and this vision. Then, there was leadership and 
activity. This was exercised by PaStor J'ack Watt, o!f Cou.r:t-

..... 'Wl'ight, and BrGther Hai MacBain. They held tent meetings 
in Sarnia during the summer of 1987. ~hese meeting-s lasted 
two months, and were very 6uccessf.ul, in that sows were 
saved, and a number of Chnstians became inJte~ted. Desire, 

· v.i-sion, activity, were foIlOlWed by hard 'Work, and the' Y.M.C.A. 
was engaged in the fall, _and :the good 'Work continued. 
Brother MacBain carried on the work, and soon a lot was 
purehased, and' a budlding placed on the lot. The bu.ilding 
was located some six' miles from the lat, ,but a mover was 
engaged, and the buHd:ing /Was moved to its present location. 
The first .meetings were held in the :building in the falq of 
1987, and the Tem-ple Baptist 'Chureh was organized in 
January 1988. There were 8-ooarter members, and Mr. Mac­
Bain was called as Pastor .. The work has been under way 
two years and a half, and the recOM of progress .is a splendid 
one. To-day they have a total of 40 members. A Bible 
School room was el'eCted dn 1989, and also a ibaptistery in­
lSbal,led,. By wa'Y of further extension., the fine corner lot was 

. bought by the church. . 
The Bjble School meets at 10 a.m. each Sunday morning, 

with an average attendance of 8-5 to 40. !Small for the present, 
'but promising. Morning service meets at .n ,.m. w:.ith an 
average attendance of 8'5 to 40. The evening service at 7 'P.m. 
with an 'attendance of 65 to 70. The 'highlight of the week 
,is the prayer meeting each Wednesday evening •. Friday 
evening a children's meeting is held when some 40 children 
assem:l1le for a spiritual ,programme. . 

The Church's Finances. The origina 'building cost the 
church $1,323.97. This is all ,paid for. This was made possible 
by a grant from the Union for one year and a half of $80.00 
per month. AI-s'o by financial help from the CourtWright' and 
WH-kesport Churches, and ful"ther, .by .the -splendid cO-OlJ)eration 
and -sacrificial glving of the memlbers C1f' the chureh. Because' 
of buying the corner lot, buildin'g the Bilble :Schoo'!. room, and 
inatalUng the ;baptistery, the church has a sma:1l Ibuilding 
fund debt of less than $400.00. This' is reaUy a wonderlul 
accomplishment, especia'lly during years of depression. An~· 
account df the put and present fin~al position was given ~n 

( 

detail, which showed ,that the church uses the free wlill 
offering envelope system, and that the church contributes to 
the missionary interests O!f the Union. During the last three 
mon·lihs the chureh has incre'ased its givings by one quarter. 
From 198a to 1989.the church increased its misSionary gdvings 
almost three-fold. . 

The Church's Prospects. Sarnia is a city of 20,000 popu:1a­
tion. There is some .gowpel in the town, 'but Temple B'aptist 
is located in a good section of the town, being. in the South 
East part, one block from the main highway. Also, the' 
Bl'Ugden Baptist C-hurch has given Mr. MacBain a cali to 
preach there each Sunday afternoon, which he has accepted. 
There Is also a good opportunity at Bri~den. 

·The Statement of F1aj,th of :the .Temple .Baptist Churoh WSiS 
read by Deacon M'arsh. Follawing this it was moved by 
H. G. Hindry and seconded ,by Rev. E. C. Wood, that the 
councH proceed to recognize the Temple Bap'bist ,Church as 
a regular Baptist Church. This motion was carried. It 
was so decloared by the Moderator, Rev. Gordon Brown. 

rI'he Ordination of the Pastor 
Mr. MacBain was introdueed by ,Mr. Knight, a deacon at 

Temple Baptist 'ChurCh. He then gave us a three-folii 
statement. 

His Conversion to Christ. ·Mr. MooBain was .bam and 
raised in a ,Christian ,home. The B'i:ble was read and prayer 
was offered daily at the family altar. From his earliest age he 
can remember the Bible EItories read to him by_ his mother. 
('Mrs. MacBain, the pas'tor's mother, who is a memlber at 
Jiarvis St. Bwptist ,Chureh, Toronto, was in the eongregatiion, 
and was a memlber of the council. God bless her, and in­
crease the n'1lmiber of such mothers in the land. to-day.) Mr. 
MacBain came face to face with his need of ·Christ when 
very young, and at the age of seven years, definitely accepted 
Christ as his ,Sawour. Here Mr. MacBain produced a New 
Testament; in which he showed his ;personal decision. recorded. 
As 'he grew older, his more developed mind also accepted 
what his heu-t had accepted when he was seven years of age. 

His Call to the ·MinistrY. Mr. MacBain could not recaU 
heamn'g a voice or seeing a vision calling him to the manistry. 

I He had a vision of the need, and an inward urge to preach 
the gospel. At the age C1f 18 he preached in 'the :Maritime 
ProvilllCes in different churches, and in tW'o months sOliLi! 54 
souls professed converSion. He came home -from the East, 
and entered the Toronto ,Baptist Seminary to ,prepare for the 
gospel ministry. 'There he spen,t four years in hard study. 'He . 
greW in grace, and in a krrowledge of the Word of God. Dur­
ing his course he took one year out. and went to Courtwright 

- and Wilkes port to assist Rev. Jack Watt. He preached here, 
there and evel"Y'Where. From that can,tre, the Temple BSlptist 
'Chureh was. ,broughit into being. "I 111m its first and only 
<pastor, and pur.pose to remain preaching the Word, be'ldeving 
I have ,been so called of God." .. 

. His Statement of Doctrine. Mr. MacBain's statement was 
clear, broief, and sound._ He covered the field of Christian 
doctrine in splendid fashion. This was foNowed by man" 
questions, which Mr •. Mac.B·ainanswered· to the satisfaction 
of oIlhe council. Questions were uked by Revs. Wood, Shields, 
Hindry, Guthrie, Mr. Old·, Dyson, Shields, 'and others. Dr. 
ShIelds then spoke a .word of appreciation of Mr. Macaain's 
statement, and moved that /\Ve proceed /With hi,s ordination • 
Thls motion was seconded, by Rev. F. Dy-son, and carried 
unanimously. • 

,Several other members of the council expressed words of 
. appreciation, and the wondemul afternoon session was dis­
mis'sed. It was moved by Rev. Jack -Al'mStrong of Hespeler, 
and seconded by Rev. H. G. Hindry of ·Courtwright, that the 
'Moderator, the Clerk, and Pastor MacBain f01'll1 a committee 
to ar:r!lJLge. for the ordination programmed in the evening. 
Carried. - . 

Tea. was !served in the church ,by the ,ladies of Tem·p1e Baptist 
Church, assisted, we 'believe, :by the ladies of the Courtwright· 
and WHke&port Churehes. They did a' splendid jOib. Temple 
Baptist Ohureb is hospitable as well as spiritual. 
. The Evening Service. Mter a song service led by the 
!Moderator, the Clerk read the minutes as to the events Of 
the aiternoon, and the ordilliation semce proceeded imme­
di'ately. 'l'he-."charge to the Church was given .by Rev. Jack 
Watt, of SIt. iOatharines. The charge to the candidate by Rev. 
H. G. HiDidry, The ordination prayer was offered ,by Rev. J'Ohn 
Armstrong of Hespeler, Ontario. A word of weleame was 
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extended to the church !by Rev. E. C. Wood, of Chatham, 
the hand of fellowship to the Pastor by Rev. Jack. Scott of 
Forward Baptist Church, Toronto. At this point, Mrs. Mac­
Bain, the Pastor's mother, was called to the platform, and 
was presented with beautiful flowers from the ladies of the 
Temple Baptist Church. '\'his was fo'llowed by a solo, "Fear 
Not Little F-lock," by Mr. Hume Wilkins, Ii. cousin af Pastor 
iMacBain, and the Pastor of the blrby church of the Union, 
Snowden, Montreal. An offering was received for the Build­
ing Fund of Temple Baptist Church. To climax this great 
day in the house of God, Dr. T. T. Shields, pastor of Jams 
&. Baptist Church, Toronto, and the President af Toronto 
BlIIPtist Seminary, preached the ordination sermon. His text 
was Eph. 4:7-16. Dr. Shields was at his best, and we never 
heard a better ordination sermon. The lbenediction was pro­
nounced by Rev. W. Hal MaeBain, and a great day in the 
things of God was brought to a close.-RoBERT D. GUTHIIlB. 

JARVIS STREET MEN IN THE ARMED FORCES 
As yet, the numlber of Jarvis Street men in the armed 

forces is not large-nothing like the number we had in the 
same 'bime during the last war. We have a few letters 
before us, from which we make some extracts. As the men 
go overseas, we have been glad to! give them letters of intro­
duction to certain ministers in England, in different places, 
not knowing of course just iW'here they will be. 

We publish these extracts from letters received hr. the 
Pastor, merely to show that our men are ibearing Witness 
for Christ. One of them was alble to ,find lodging when on 
leave at a home recommended by Rev. J. Wilmot of High­
gate Road, to .whom we had! introduced him. He speaks 
with the greatest enthusiasm of the hospitality shown mm 
by everybody in England, and of the welcome he received 
by the ministers to whom he was introduced. 

lHere are a few extracts. He says that in his barracks 
twelve or thirteen sleep in one house, and one man s·aid to 
him, "George, how do you manage to live as a Christian 
among so many :who are not?" He answered h~, ."When 
a person has Jesus Ghrist' as Saviour, He rules witnin, and 
you have a new life. One does not look to himsehf for sal­
vation or strength; and joy comes only when living in His 
service." To this the soldi.er-<companion repl:ied, "I see you 
kneel and 'pray, and before kneefing you !put up the blind 
ando~n the window. What, I s~ was to let the light 
of God's love in, and then to s~ t? ?;od as it were in the 
open?" He s·add, "I thanked him, ·but told him it was really 

. to make us fresh in. the morning, and also to have the light 
for getting up. Then the men asked for a hymn, and we 
sang, !all of us." 

In another letter he says: 
"I have not enjoyed my Christian convictions as m~ch 

since I was first saved; and in my own way, living the 
tie, I am 8U1'e is more than half the battle. The boys 
8o8y 'Sh, sh, here's Parfitt'-and &wearing is cut down. 
I !had to rebuke' one man because he could no-t utter a 
phrase without violently curs~. He answered, 'Do- I 
have to be told what to do? Wiho are you, a minister's 
son?' To this I said, 'No; but I do not like that lan-

. guage. It may be some day that you will have to give 
an account of what you say.' Two days afterward he 
came to me smiling, and not SlWearing, and we had a 
nice chat together." 
This young man tells of his training, and then of attend­

ing the nearest Baptist Church to his barracks. Of this he 
says: 

"The man spoke of the divine spark, of the little 
good in everyone !Which only needs a little enco-urage­
ment, and BoO on. I went only once." 
He later found a missron where his soul IW'BS fed, and 

where he found much fellowship. He tells then of induc­
ing other soldiers to go to the services with him, 0:( how he 
found other Christian soldli.ers, and how they testified to­
gether at the meetings. 

mten this Jarvis IStreet lad speaks of the necessity of 
bearing witness against things that are offensive to a Chris­
tian spirit, and. says: "I am. sure if one does not condemn 
the evil, the evil will :become a !part of him, and the fight 
wil,l !be a losing one." He tells of his battle with a con­
SoCientious O'bjeetor, w'ho was in the army, ,but Who said 
he would not bear 8l'DIS. The SCl'Iiptural ugument which he 

employed to meet the objector's objec:tions, seems to us to ~i' 
a sound one. He ·tells of having" a pile of GoSPEL W~TNE88E8,. 
and of the use he makes of them among the soldiers, get:.. 
ting them to read them. 

Our soldier did not like the late winter in England, and· 
says he was never so- coldl in ,bis life! But when the beauti-. 
ful English spring came along, he changed his mind entirely 
about the English climate. He says the English people are. 
"a delightful people, who will do 'anything for you." ~~, 
has been in many of their ,homes, and is most grateful for. 
the h~pital:ity extended to him. He refers to a Soermon in 
THE WITNESS on "keeping rank", printed about a montlt; 
ago, and tells of some of the troops :who _ve not yet learn.:. : 
ed to do that. . 

·George Pamtt's letters are full of inspiration to ibis p:as-: 
tor, and show that the seri:ptural !principles e~ounded ~. 
him have ·become part of his moral: fibre, and that he II! 
standing u.p under all the stress of army life. 

The other letter is from Norman Penney. It bas just: 
come to hand, and we publish it in. fulL ~orman is a wire- . 
less operator in the navy. From tIme to ·time we shall give 
extracts frotrlj other letters as they are received; ~u~ these 
give an insight into the sort of life our ~en are hvmg •. 

May 4, 1940. 
Dear Pastor: 

Well, pastor, The Lor~ certainly hall been very .grac~ous· 
indeed to me since leaVIng Toronto. He has led .me. mto 
closer touch with Himself, and although temptations are 
many it has only tended to drive me closer to Christ. You 
know'I landed here in Halifa'lt not knowing a soul, and after 
three days of spiritual loneliness, was feeling rather "down". 
However, the Lord knows just how mucll we can bear .. ~nd 
at the right time~ He introduced me to two fine Chnstlan 
chaps. I overheard them talking around our mess table, I!-Dd 
catching a few key words, such as "Saviour" and "trusting 
the :Lord" etc., said to myself, "That's my language aU right" 
and immediately joined in their conversation.' Our joy knew 
no bounds when we d1seovered that we all knew Christ, and 
were all trusting in the same atoning Blood. . 

Since that time I bve come to lmow several others In 
barracks here, who alBoO are saved. You will lbe interested to 
lea-rn af several interesting eX,Periences I've had. These two 
fellows I ,mentioned are really zealous for Christ and are 
dnterested in singing hymns like myself. On one occasion, 
just after having supper_ we brought our hymn books out 
of our lockers, and the three of us started praising the Lord 
in song, in a carner of our mess room. We had several taunt­
ing and sarcastic rem~ks thrown a.t us, but unabashed· we 
carried on. A few mJnutes later another chap came over. 
and proceeded to follow the music, looking over our shoul.: 
ders. The next verse I heard him hUJDJiling and the follow­
ing verse, was singing away to his heart's conten~ ~ell 
it wasn't long before we bad a dozen or fifteen fellows' SIng­
ing with us. It su.rprised me greatly to hear some of .the 
toughest "old salts" request some of the ~ tender'· hymna. 
We .began with some misgiving (to our shame) ibut finished 
feeling real swell within. We had a similar ~perience in 
the Salvation Army Ad;ive Service Centre from where I DCJ,r 
write. We commandeered the piano and began" singing. "SOme 
of the men didn't· like it, and started a t.&ilking machbie. 
going. 'l'hey had to pay five cents for ~very record they 
played j and aiiter spending fifty cents 'or' so on ·their ::hoist 
trash, trying to shut us up or drown us out, they fo:uncJ us 
still singing .away aDd not costing us a cent . either. . .... 

I have met several other Christian mep and 'have enJo~. 
their fellowship. Only to-day I met a real saint in the ~ord, 
just off the "Revenge" on leave. He is a converted" Anglo­
Catholic" and has been serving the Lord in a most remark­
able manner aboard his ship. He and . another chap .are 
holding nightly prayer and Bible reading meetings, and liave 
ibeen the direct human hand in the conversion of fifteen men 
since rbhe war lbegan. He and 'his little group have had 
mucl1 opposition, of course, aboard shdp, and not the least 
has come from the chaplain of the ship ihimself. Oh what 
some of these chalplains will have to &«lOunt for at the 
judgment day; all the o'pportunities they have wasted, and 
their unfaithfulness to their commission. I really don't be­
lieve half of them are really saved. 

I have lbeen fortunate in finding a chmcll home her~. I~ 
sure God led me to find it for I can see his hand clearly iD 
the way I found this place. It is West End Baptist Church. 
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'mi.e -:immster -is _. f~ithful: preacher of: God's Word. He 
il!- .fearl~ss in -Ms' exposition, and' is a sound, deep, evangeliCal 
preacher, besides being a .charming ·personality. The church 
is .smaller, of course, than ours, but is nice and comfortaible, 
it.ho'ds 'a,bout 50001' 600 ih the main auditorium. Of course, 
this matters lit~le, for when I entered. the place for the first 
time, I lo!ew God was there. I could joust feel His presence, 
and when.I heard l\il:. Vineent pre8.ch, I knew I had found 
the right. place. .He is a good singer, and he and I sang 
"Lead me to Calvary" (a 'duet) at .their mid-week prayer 
anil preaching ser.vice.· I met several. there who knew Jarvis 
St., and. among others a cousin of Harold) and Russel Slade. 
She has been to Jarvios St. several times and knows it quite 
well. Her name i!iJ Miss G. Thompson. Mrs. Vincent asked me ;to dinner on 'Sunday so you see I'm 'doing all right, eh I 

WeU, . Pastor, I am just bll'bbling. over with praise to·Jesus 
Ohrisi and am ashamed to confess that it has really sur­
·prised me the way He has undertaken for me at every turn. 
I am very UDW9rthy of a,l Hios goodn~ and I pray daily 
that He will make me more wol"thy of Hun and that"-I may 
serve Him more and bette:r every day. I SUIre appreciate the 
prayers. from. Jaryis ~~. o~ ~y I~alf and .1 )ust know they 
Are being answered hourly. -' 

Lots of love and best Christian regards. 

N; ·C. 'Penney:.O/Tel 
. '. 0.N.7675 

NORMAN PENNEY. 

VoL'( 

R. C. N. Barracks (or Fleet Mail Office) 
. Halifax, N.S. 

Bible School Le88onOutline 
.. OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph:.D. (TM'.) 

~ndQuarter Lesson 20 . May 19th., 19(0 

WORLDLY ·A~mTION REBUKED 
Lest!op Text:)Katthe~ 20 •..• 
Golden Text: "The Son .of man came not to be ministered 

unto; bilt tOi'lIIlinister, and t.o ·give his life a rans.om f.or 
'. mau~.~''''::'Matt. 20:28. . . 

i .. T~e Last Shal! .Be<First-verses 1 to 16. . '. 

. -The parable of ~he .rh~bourers in the vineyard! was "PO.ken by 
our LOrd_'to illusfr!llte the folly of seeking precedence in the 
Iqngdo.m (venie.l~; ~·att. 19:30), and c;an'be properly under­
s~~d"only whl!n .studied i~its s.e~ng. '~ete'r-'th'ougbt that if 
nches were a: hmdrance W 'spIrItual advancement, ,poverty 
must be ail. advan.tage which the' disciples might rightly claim 
('Matt. 19:2;J~0):· '. . '.' 
.' ·1,'he :RoouUt denarius, translated."penny" in verse two, was 
considered fair wages for .. a day's work. It wou'ld be a'bout 
sev'e~:teen cents hi. our money. 

Time was reckoned in hours lbetween sunrise at about six 
o'clock 8Illd .sunset, which came aJbQut six o'clock in the 
~y~ing. The master of .t;l1e es·tate ~~t out men at vanious 
times. of the d·ay. Some !began theIr work early; others 
at"mne .o'clock; others at 'twelve o'clock noon, and still others 

. at fiv.e .o~cloc~. in the .afte;rnoon •. ' .. . '. . 
. The' Lord' iS.in n*, of loaboure1'8 to: gather in His harvest 
(-PHa. 126:6; Matt. 9:88;" John 4:3'5). He gives us the privii­
lege of'engagin(r in service wdth Him (l Cor. 3:9; 2 Cor. 6:1). 
The. \.York of the .Lord is not easy; :we must 'be 'prepared to 
toil· and suft'er;'to bear the burden and heat of the day (2 Cor. 
4:7-10; 1l:21.~0). 

At the end p:( 'the 'aay the· Lord will su11tly rewaril His 
liervapta for wnat they hav/il done in His name (1 Pet;·5:24). 
Se is'faitbful Who has promised (1 Thess. 5:24; 2 'Nm. 4:7, 
8); H~. 10:23; 111:1!l): . 

The .Lord as a .faithful and just· Judge wild reward each 
man as he deserves (!Matt. 16:27; :Rom. 2:6; 1 Cor. 3:14; 4:5; 
Rev. ':22:12). This parable does not -teach that al'l men wdll 
be .rewarded a:like, ,but that all receive what bas been promised, 
and some more' than they e'lOPect .. 

The Lord .is sovereign in all His action and decisions. 
He can do what He will with His own, and He is not account­
able to -any hqrnan inddvidual (Rom. 3:(; 9:19-21; 1l:32-4J6). 
Peter made the mistake of su.pposing ·that because he and 

the other disci-pIes were among the first to follow the Lol"d 
they would have a more li:beral reward. Our Lord warns 
him to ibeware lest others who should be cal'led later win higher 
honour; many that are last shall be first. .-

Thus our Lord rebuked 'Peter's seliishness which had led 
to the question "What shall we have 1" He oug.ht rather to 
have asked "What shadl He have 1" Let us ever seek to ad­
vance the glory of the Lord', rather than our oWn praise (2 
ICor," 10:17; Ga1.. 6:1(; 1 Pet. (:1,1).' 
'11. The .Least Shall & Greatest-verses -17 to 28. Read also 

oMk. 10:32-45; L~. 18:31-3(; 22:24-30. .' 
The death of IChrist is the standlard by which all consecrl!-­

.Ilion ·is to be ~udged (,Rom. 12:1; Phil. 3:8~1l; Heb. 12:3,.4). 
This was at least the third occasion on which our Lord had 
Spoken of His coming death, but the disciples continued to 
·misunderstand or to disregard His pre~iction (Matt. 16:21; 
17:22). 

The disciples James and J¢1n spoke to ·Christ through 
their mother (Matt. 4:21). Uke Peter they l~)Dged for promi­
nence in the Lord's Kingdom (.Matt. 1-8:1; 19:27), and their 
mother encouraged their selfish ambition. Prayer may some­
time&' be self-centred, and may consist in the desire to ad- \ 
vance on~'s own interests regardless of the good of others; 
or the glory of the Lord (iPsa. 78:89, (0; 106:105; Jas. (:3). 

The sons of Zebedee lmew not what they' asked, for iii. 
requesting glory they virtually requested suft'ering, whiCh 
is its inevitaJble prelude. It costs to reign with Christ (Rom • 
8:17; 2 Tim. 2:1'2; Rev. 3:21). The discip'les would indeed 
be plunged ;into the waters of sorrow and distress (Acts 12:1-3; 
Rev. 1:9), ,but the Saviour would not permit them to ibargain 
with. Him for ·the places of distinction in Hois Kingdom. God 
the ~ather has kept all these matters in His own hand 
(Acts 1:7; 15:'18). . 

In the. political world the great . are those who exercise 
dominion and authority over their fellows, but in the spiritual 
world! the. great are those 'Who are humble, .and the powerful 
are those Who serve (Prov. 105:33; Matt. 18:(; Mk. 9:35). 

. 'Ghrist our Sa.viour came to this earth ·that Me might minister 
to men, ·and give His life as a ransom for their sin (Matt. 
18:11; 1 '1'im. 1:15; John 2:2). He is our great iExample 
in ·the grace oflowlipess (-Lk. 22:'27; Acts 10:38; Phif2:5-11). 

III. The Blind Shall See-verses 30 to 34. Read also Mk. 
10:46./52; Lk. 1·8:35-4~. 

It is somewhat. eJ,iffieult to bow the exact relationship of 
the accounts of the healing of the Ibllind in the different· 
·GosPels. Poss~bly we are to understand that as the Lord 
departed from Jericho he :was' met by two blind men, of 
whom Bartimaeus was the cMef one, and the spokesman 
(,Mok. 10:46), and that on the way into Jericho Ghrist had 

\ performed a sirnil~ miracle for another man (iLk. 18:35). 
The .Lord answers the cry of faith, !but in sovereign grace 

and power, He sometimes waits for us to ask -Him for healing 
(vel'Se 32; V!!1'se 21; John 5:6). . 

Physical Iblindness dS an illustration .of the spiritual blind­
ness whioh has come upon men through the machinations at 
,Satan (2.cor. 4:3-6). All of us should continually pray that 
ou-r eyes might Ibe opened to see the Lord, and to understand 

.His Word Wsa. 1:19:18; Acts Hj~14). . 
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