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THE UNITED STATES AND THE WAR 
The letter we .publilsh below is from a banker. He is 

not an' extremist, and we feel a good deail. of sympathy 
with him in h·is objection to :the item in The Sunday 
School Times to which ·he refers. . But before offering 
further comments we. will let our correspondent speak 
for ihimsellf: 

F.ebruary 29th, 1940 
"Dear Dr. Shields: 

"I am enclosing a page from The Sunt/n,y School Times, 
Plhiladelphia, for January 27th, 1940. Mr. William H. Ridg­
way, who writes, 'The Busy Men's Corner', is an ()lId offendJer 
at casting slurs at anything British, ,but this beats anything 
yet! 

"Apart from the fact that such sentiments !have no place 
whatever in a 'Christian' Sunday 'School; the SIlbject matter 
grossly misrepresents the !Brttish ,position. Britain, like an­
other of whom :we are told, forgave all her poorer creditors, 
and would have forgiven the rest too, but that 'Uncle Sam' 
,took her Iby Ithe throat saying 'Pay me ttihat ;thou owest ••• 
to the uttermost farthing-with interest--and pay in gold.' 

"Briltaill! ihas for yeam been trying to co.me ,to some agree­
ment with the .United 'States as to what, if any, method can 
be used for Britain to pay. The only final method of settling 
!between two nations, apart from gold, is by the transfer of 
·goods. ,Goods the United States positively and definitelY!re­
fuses to take, and iterates and reiterates, 'gold', 'gold', or 
nothing. 'Since Britain has sent all the gold possi,ble, apart 
from tha.t needed to stabilize her currency, she cannot, with 
the best will .in the world, pay in 'gold'-and goods the United 
States refuses-so what! Britain simply can do nothing more 
about it until the United IStates becomes wise enough to see 
,that the only method of 'settling' is 'by the transfer of goods 
and commodities." . . ' 

'Dhe paragraph to which our correspondent 'objects 
from Mr. Willi-am H. Ridgway's, "Busy Men's Corner", 
in The Stl/rulay School Times, is as fol·lows: . 

Old Mr. Hiuman Nature has always 'been as Jesus descrihes 
ihlim:. WihJen Europe p1lunged mto IW'II.l' Uncle Sam loaned 
England, France, and other Allies not millions, ''but 'billions. 
The money·has never 'been repaid. W'hile Uncle Sam's' servants 
(Ambassado~s) have not been "beaten," "killed," or "stoned," 
they were gIven the merry Europea,n "-Ba, ha," and their 
newspapers yelled, "You old Shylock!" . 

This paragraPh j8 supposed to ibe illustrative of the 
treatment accorded the servants of the husbandman who 
had planted a vineyard, as l"ec()rded in Matthew twenty­
one, ve11SeS thi-r.ty-three to forty-one; and ·the beating and 
the killing and the stoning of the sellVants who went to 
receive' the fruits of the vineyard are supposed to il­
lustrate Britain's treatment of ·the United States r 

We are not· at all surprised to find suclJ. matter in a 
periodical Uke The Sunday School Times. Neither a 
journ'al, nor the writers who conk·tbute :to it, can be 
eJtIpected to 'be expert in e\1erything; and a journaJ pro­
feseiDig to he so uper.t in the intel"Pretation of prophecy, 
we suppose could not reasonably be expected ·to be in-
for·med on'matters <Xf ihistory. . 

Of course, Mr. RidgWay ·is not within astronomical 
distance of the facts of the case. DuriDlg ,the Great War, 
Britain:became Burety for others; and the United ,states 
expects Britain to pay ·the ibillis of all the defaulting 
nations. TedhnioaHy, they and we are in default, ibut 
moraMy the United States owes 8III infln·ite debt to Britain 

· and her Allies. The Sunday School Times is not the only 
American religious' periodical·to ,publish such nonsense; 
and apparently ,those who profess Joyalty to the Scl'ip­
tures are no better than the rest. 

We crossed to ED!g~and' every year during the ,Great 
War, and the Bummer of nineteen-eig.hteen, crossed in a 

· ship that was one of sixteen lI!Ihi'PS ,in a convoy--every one 
a British shi-p-..... carryiIllg American ,troops. The i-nfidel 
Clarence Darrow gave an address one evening at the 
Ship's concert, in which. he said, "The question has been 
raised frequently as ·to whether the United -States was 

· jUlStiiied in tSelling mWl·itioI18 ,to Britain and .lier Allies. 
My answer ,is, emphatically in the negative. There could 
'be no justification for such a .course. The United States 
ought to have supplied all the munitions ,the Allies couid 
use for nothing'''· Then he went on to say that Britain 
and F·rance and the other Allies had ,been pouring out 
;bheir 'blood, sacri&ing ,the lives of .millions, while the 
United ,States had been ~tting .rich. 

The Great War ~a.s jU8t as much the war of the 
United ,States from nineteen-four,teen ,to nineteen-seven­
teen, as it was afterward. She was only slower than the 
rest of the .powers to recognize her du.ty. Her ultimate 
particbpation inevitably involved an acknowledgment that 
the issues at stake had from tJhe beginning :been just 
as much the ibusiness of the United States as of Britain 
and France and their Allies. 

But we do not publish tihe above items nor these com­
ments to· make 'bad 'blood between our .American friends 
and ourselves. We publish them only to afford ourselves 
an opportunity of 'Saying we are coniident they do not 
represent the !best sentiment of the AmeriJcan people. 
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Nor need we 'go to the United States to find examples 
at such I8tupidity or prejudice as that of Mr. Ridgway. 
It can be found ,in 'Canada. Witness, for example, the 
seventy-4ive United ,Church ministers in' Canada who 
signed the anti-war manifesto. Witness also the ridIcu­
lous ~,roup that follows Moseley, the BritiSlh Fascist. 
There 'are alwaYI8 ,peopIe like Mr. Ridgway who :view 
everything throu'gh the medium of their prejudices, and 
call their prejud'i'ces "principles". The American people 
as a whole ire not to be 'blamed that they is'houJd have 
their fair proportion of such people. 

Colonel I.J1hd'bergh at 18I8t revealed his true char.acte'r 
hy a speech. We said .at the time it was not necessary 
for 'anyone 'under the British flag to call 'him to account, 
that .the American people bhemseIves wouJd do that job 
very thoroughly-.and they did. And it was all ,the 'better 
that he was so ,thoroughly castigated wi.th a whip "made 
in the United States"! 

.In the last analy-sis, we are !SUre the United States may 
'be depended upon to do that'whdeh is right. When thus 
we have commented on similar statements at other times, 
we have received most .generous commendations f.rom our 
American su.bscribers, and we have yet to receive the 
first complaint. 

But we have said aJJ. this as 'introductory to a great 
letter- which recently appeared in The New York 'Times. 
lit was not written by a Canadian, nor by a Britisher; but 
by one who is "one hundred per cent. American". And 
where ~n the world could one find anyone who could pu.t 
the case more fairly and cogently .than ,it is put in this 
letter? Tille letter ,bears its own date, and appeared in 
The New York Times on that date or perhaps the day 
following. We publiSih the letter ibelow for the encour­
agement of our Canadian and British readers, and in 
defense, as we 'believe, at the real heart of the people 
of the United States. We wish it cou}d be reproduced 
entire in aY British papers. The letter speakis for ,itself. 

, Here it is: 

SHAKE TQ PONTIUS PILATE GRIP! THINK! 
FIGHT FOR DECENCY! AMERICAN 

BIDS AMERICANS 
To the Editor of the New York Times: 

PontIus Pilate stilol lives. Ad; the moment ihe exercises 
greater influence on our national thinking about foreign 
affairs than any other person living or dead. He strides the 
length and breadth (}f America, ctinnlng his UnmOll'al phH­
osophy of neutrality into our minds and hearts. You can. 
hear him on the platform, over the radio, in the club car, 
at women's club meetings and labor union gatherings. You 
can read his words in current books, in 'magazines and news­
papers. "Wash your hands," he says, "of this mess. I did 
once, and saved myself a lot of work and worry. That was 
none of my business. This was none of yours. So wash 
your hands of it now." , ' 

For the last twenty years we Americans have been fool­
ing ourselves; as Pilate tried to do in another practical situ­
ation, when we've talked about America's foreign policy. We 
still are. It's not surprising;' We have lbeen deluged with 
a constant stream of propaganda about the "Crime of Ver­
saines", "We won the :wa'l' '8Il'ld wbat did we get?" the ,pathetic 
spectacle of a gulUble America caught in the wily intrigues 
of Old World di·plomacy, England ex;pecting every American 
to do his duty, the "Merchants of Death" and the "Wall 
Street Bankers." , 

To-day there's a new but equally polluted stream of prop­
aganda luridly warning' us against propaganda. The upshot 
of it all is that' the thinkin~ of many honest people has 
become confused, their nerves jangled and their' emotions 
jaded. And' as a nation we have managed so far to escape 
from reality and the tough resp()Dsibilities of being a first­
rate .power. I don'j; mean that we have lost the Puritanical 

vice of preaching to others, but we have failed to exercise 
the Puritanical virtue of doing our. share--and more, if need 
·be-of the hard work our very greatness requires of us. 

'Thinking By Proxy 
The purpose of this letter is to suggest ,briefly that we aver­

age citizens question some of these slogans and catch-phrases 
which are doing ,so much to .paralyze the moral driving force 
of the American people. 'roo many of us have been doing 
our thinking on foreign affairs by proxy. A lot of us let 
the columnist do it. I suggest that we stuff our ears for a 
while to the stately measures, the sounding brass and ,the 
tinkling, cymbals of various of' these. MaYlbe if we do that 
we can hear ourselves think. 

Long .before Hitler made the "Crime of Versailles" his 
favorite bedtime story of the German .people many (}f our 
"intellectuals" were talking and writing about it in the 
fevered manner of a town gossip. Pseudo-historians, irre­
sponsible journalists and disgruntled liberals who couldn't 
digest some of the rougher facts of life all did their bit. 
There was also some honest, intelligent and justified criticism 
of it. - ~ 

As a treaty it had imperfections, haVIng ibeen drawn by 
i~perfect men representing imperfect peoples, most of whom 
for fOUl' years had endured a war that was, not exactly ,per­
fect. True, Germany lost some rather unprofitable colonies 
in Africa (in 1914 they accounted for less than one-half of 
1 .per cent of her foreign trade). Alsace-Lorraine was re­
stored to France. Anyobjections? The house hears none. 

Then there were the reparations. Much too much. At 
any rate, machinery was set up whereby they could .be scaled 
down to a reasonalble figure and that was shortly done. 
Voluminous tears have been shed over the war7guilt clause. 
Through all the fog and smoke of controversy one thing is 
clear. England and France did not invade Belgium. The 
war was not fought on German liIoil. "But--but--the Ger­
mans are a proud people." Since when has such pride, 
become a cardinal and cleansing virtue? 

Germany's Brutal Terms 
Do you remember what the German leaders said they were 

going to do to the rest of the world if they won? If you 
don't and are really interested i I suggest that you dig back 
into the official documents and the files of newspapers of 
twenty-five years ago, and also read the Treaty of Brest­
Litovsk. The peace-at-any-price propagandists to-day will 
not tell you, nor will the facing-.both-ways columnists. Suffice 
it to say that had Germany won~ the Treaty of Versailles, in 
comparison with the German peace terms, would have seemed 
like the Sennon on the Mount. 

There was one magnificent attempt in the Versailles treaty 
for a better world-the League of Nations. Our President, 
Woodrow Wilson, fought hard far it. Those awful European 
nations, our recent associates~ accepted it. America turned 
it down. We wanted to preach, not work, for a world (}f 
peace and ordered liberty. 
. Yes, there's this and that and a thousand and one other 
things to be said about the "Crime of Versailles." I am 
merely suggesting a few things to remember. 

The fairest summary of America's participation at the 
Versailles Peace Conference was made by 'Clemenceau's right­
hand man, Tardieu: "A war won by foor could not end in 
a peace dictated by one." 

But "We won the war." -Sure we did .. Almost single-
'handed. Almost. Let's try to be honest with ourselves so 
that we may be fair to others. Let's remember what England 
and France and our other associates contributed to the 
winning of that war. 

For instance, they fought the war for three years while 
we remained neUJtral and waxed rich at their expense. 
England 'with a population one-third of, ours, lost in dead 
alone nearly one million men; France with a population less 
than one-third of ours,' more than a million and a half; 
,Canada, with a population less than New York State, about 
100,000. In other Words; had the United States suffered 
relatively as France did; our dead alone would have ,exceeded 
four and a half million, men.' As i,t was, we lost aboot 75,000. 

'Never Knew Borror 
We never knew the horror of an air raid, the tel'J'or and 

degradation,of an invading army destroying our towns and 
cities and enslaving a large part of our civilian population 

I 
\ 
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to ibe hewers of wood and drawers of water in th~ enemy 
country. Fuel-less Sundays, Liberty Loan drives, and one 
piece of sugar instead of two were among our maj or enter­
prises. Yes, they helped-helped a lot, "turned the tide," 
and all that sort of ;thing. But as a nation we were spared 
the agony our comrades-in-arms endured. My ,point i's that 
when we stop to think and make a real effort to :be fair, 
the propaganda we have been fed for several years seems a 
bit indecent. 

T~ere is something "phony" in the contrast between our 
noisy pride in our fighting ·prowess and our self-abasement 
as diplomatic morons .. You know that oft-repeated phrase, 
"America has won every war and lost every peace confer­
ence." The next time some parlor intellectual repeats that 
phrase in the pompous manner of the man trying to make 
a conversational impression ask him how many and what 
peace conferences he's talking a'bout. Did our diplomats lose 
for us· the American Revolution, the War of 1812, the 
Mexican War of 1845-46, the Spanish-American War or the 
World War (when we ducked our job Iby repudiating the 
League of Nations)? Didn't they do pretty well in the 
Louisiana and Alaska purchases, the Oregon boundary dis­
pute, the Alaskan fisheries controversy, the Alabama claims, 
the Venezuelan crisis of 1895? You may not be able to con­
vil'lce him, ,but at least you will have the satisfaction of 
exploding a myth. . . 

Evading Responsibility 

At any rate, let's stop talking nonsense about being "bam­
boozled" -by wily foreign diplomats. It's just anoilier way 
of foolIng ourselves and evading our responsilbiIities. 

One of the favorite sports of writers wlio have consciously 
or unconsciously misled and misinformed the American public 
in recent years has Ibeen to deride the motives which caused 
the purposes which inspired America's entry into the last 
Yf orld War. They have created ·bogies and scarecrows, nam­
mg them "Merchants of Death" and the "Wall Street Bank­
ers" and depicting them as begUiling and forcing the Ameri­
can people against their will to enter the war. 

That just isn't so,. and you and I know it. The average 
American doesn't ·give a damn what the ."Wall Street 
Bankers" say or think or do except when, as in the Nineteen 
Twenties, some of them sold us gilt-edged flypaper on which 
we were permanently stuck. Both our knowledge and com­
mon sense refuse to elevate the munition ·manufacturers into 
gods of human desitiny. They make their unpleasant goods 
and sell them ...because there are people who want them and 
will buy them. Occasionally some over~zealous salesman may 
have encouraged a Central American revolution, but .to pic­
ture these practical gentlemen as playing a decisive role in 
the destinies of the world is plain silly. .. 

. Faith in' Ideals 
America entered the last war for many reasons. The most 

immediate and compelling reason was simply that Germany, 
after repeated warnings and protests, continued' to sink ships 
without warning, with a loss of American lives. If Germany 
had not sunk our ships and if American lives had not been 
lost in those actions, we would not have entered the war. 

With ·aU our faults, we Americans have a great faith in 
cel'ltain ideals-a faith that has moved .mountains and has 
contriibuted mightily to our greatness as a nation. When 
Woodrow Wilson struck ·the moral note, the heart of America 
responded. Most Americans did ,believe that we were fight­
ing "to make the world safe for democracy." Whether we 
succeeded or failed is irrelevant at this ,point. We did fight 
for someth·ing worth fighting for and we need feel no regret 
or shame ·for that motive and pur-pose. 

,Somewhat allied to the foregoing reason were our naitionaJ 
heritage and traditions. English people, French people and 

. American people believe in their hearts that individual free­
dom is one of those few ·things worth fighting for and,· if 
need be, worth dying for. 

The German ideal in the last war, .as in the present one, 
was different, and-what is irnl'ortant for us to bear in 
mind-really endangered our ideal then' as it does to-day. 
Despite all the effusions of Nazi-.Communist ·philosophy, of 
flabby' intellectuals, and of demagogic' politicians, materialism 
is not the only driving force' in· Ame!ican life. It wasn't in 
1917 and it isn't now. . . 

Nor did we fight to .pull England's chestnuts out of the 
fire. We .never have. The propagandi~ts ~ho say we have 

done so cannot prove a single instance in our entire history 
as a nation to suppol'l; their falsehood. And yet by using 
the Nazi-CommUnIst tactic of repeating a falsehood again 
and again they liave deceived some honest, well-meaning folk 
and have soothed those frantic people who cannot bear to 
face the simple ,but sometimes hard truths of life. Have you 
observed how these same propagandists will scream with rage 
-because England is at moments reluctant to do the hard joibs 
of civilization which they ur.ge us to shirk? . 

Warped by Propaganda 

I have heen dicussing the ,propaganda about America's part 
in the ~st war. At first sight it may seem like ibeating a 
dead horse because we now have another great war and must 
make up our minds what to do about it. The old propaganda 
has been mentioned because it. has tended to warp our 
present attitudes. Consider ,briefly now some of the present­
day pitfalls' that constantly tl'ireaten our thinking. 

"They're all alike." Who says so? Such strange bed­
fellows as Molotoff, the Soviet Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Hugh Johnson and our milksop intellectuals who only yes­
terday were screaming at Chamberlain and Daladier for 
their "cowardly surrender" at Munich and their '~betrayal" 
of Republican Spain. And to give point to their propaganda 
they tar us' with their brushes, Molotoff referring to our 
treatment of the Cubans and Johnson to the American 
Indians. 

We·can ignore the Communist bunch for the moment-they 
are part of the price we pay for the freedom we cherish. 
But the propaganda is vicious to the extent it helps us to 
fool ourselves. We know better. M'8IgiIla Carta, habeas corpus, 
the common la~ William Shakespeare, the King James Bible, 
John Bunyan, Voltaire, Lafayette, the Rights of Man, Words­
worth and Bobby Bums-they are part of our heritage. 
'l1ley are .DOII; ·Prussim nor Nazi nor COmmunist. 

The conquest of Austria, the ruins of Czecho-Slovakia, the 
massacre of. the Poles, the attack on Finland, the torture of 
concentration camps, the bestial crimes against race ana 
religion,. purges, "·blood baths," "Mein Kampf" and the Com­
munist Manifesto-they are not English or French or Am­
erican. No----we are not "aU ·alike." We know ·all about that. 
But how long shall we let these propagandists help us delude 
ourselves? 

Perhaps the loveliest self-delusion we are enjoying at the 
moment is the picture of America acting as a sweet holier­
than-thou peacemaker when the war ends. We will be ha:ppy, 
comfortable and "disinterested." Our former associates will 
have gone through the hell of a war they desperately tried 
to avoid; thtlY will ·be suffering, poor and tired out. There-
fore, we can do some more preaching, tell them wha·t· sort- .~_ .. ' 
of 'peace they should make (not too harsh on the Germans, 
because they are a "proud race"), and how they must behave 
if they are to 'be like ·us. 

Suppose Nazis Win 
Wait a minute. Suppose the Nazi-Communists win? Well, 

brothers and sisters, if that happens, we'll have to do an 
awful lot more than preaching-far more than if we frankly 
and actively aided England and France now. It might ,be 
that we are counting a lit~le too comfortably on the Maginot 
Line and the British fleet. And, despite the peace-at-any­
price propagandists, we do count on them. 

If the Allies win without our aid, by what right will we 
have a voice in the peace terms? What will have been 
America's contrIbution? A few cheers,· lots of "moral sup­
.pol'lt" and goods 'for cash down. Again, I Bay don't let the 
propagandists fool us, Let's not fool ourselves. We should 
at least be too adult for that. 

The latest trick of the Pontius Pilate propagandists is to 
warn us against propaganda. Apparently they assume that 
Americans are a simple, childlike, almost moronic people who 
need nurses and .guards to keep them out of mischief. It is 
insidious stuff, which, taken in too large doses, is likely to 
cause moral impotence and intellectual sterHity. -It is rem­
iniscent of the old Quaker's remark to his wife, "All the 
world's mad except thee and me, and even thou art a little 
mad." 

'We are asked to shut our eyes to the most blazing truths, 
to avert our gaze from the plain facts of our contemporary 
life, to stuff our ears and to harden our hearts so that 'some­
how~ in some way, we can esca:pe from the tough realities 
of this world and, as a nation, evade the tasks which nature, 

, 
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o~r moral traditions and the uncomproDusing forces of des-. 
tIDY have set for 'IlS to do. . 

This propaganda against propaganda makes many an 
-average citizen throw up his hands and say, "What· can I 
believe?" Well-you can .believe in yourself, your own com­
mon sense, your own decent instincts, your own values and 

. traditions Wlhich you clleriah enough to fight for. These 
peace-at-any-price .people who, consciously or unconsciously. 
are giving daily aid and comfort to Comrades Hitler and 
Stalin will do some harm ana create more confusion before 
the courageous common sense of America says, "Enough­
you're a fake." They won't succeed, because. we'll stop de­
ceiving ourselves when the hour of decision is at hand. 

Fashion to Sneer 
The fashion of our ,present-day propagandists is to sneer 

at Uncle Sam for acting in 1917 the role of the GQOd 
Samaritan. According to these people the Good Samaritan 
was a fool and a "sucker." He actually inconvenienced him­
self in doing his share as a member of the human family. 
There were no profits in what he did. But the Levite was 
the "wise guy." He "minded his own business" and went his 
own way. DIdn't lose a nickel. . 

Perhaps Uncle Sam should do the same. I don't think he 
will. He isn't that sort of fellow. In due course he'll rub 
his eyes, stand up, take off his coat, and do a man's job in 
a hard .but worthwhile world. 

LAWRENCE HUNT. 
New York, January 12, 1940. 

. Bible School Lesson Outline 
OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

'Vol. 4 First Quarter Lesson 11 March 17th, 1940 

CHRIST HEALING ON THE· SABBATH DAY 
Lesson Text: 'Matthew 12:i-30. 
Golden Text': "For the Son of man is Lord even of the sab­

bath day."-:1Matthew 12:8. 
For Reading: Matthew 12:31-50. 

I., THE WRD OF THE SABBATH-verses 1 to 8. Read 
MSO Mk. 2:23-28; 1Jk. 6:1-5. 

-- -...............'TIIle- disciples who WBIlIred wdtb Christ through the grain 
. field thai!; s~ day were men Who had left ;all to foHow 

Him. They sh!a:red the .privations of; the Christ \V&I:o for our­
sakes had become poor, and had nIOt where to lay His. head. 
.To eaIt ·the com in aJlIJOther's field woulId seem strange to us, 
but the disciJples ~lt".free to he~ ltihemselvea (Deut; 23:25; 
25:4; I'CoIr. 9:9; 1 Tim. 5:18). Proviisiorui were not so easy 
to oIbtaiin in those dalys as they are now, and the harvest 
fields .were open to those who were' in p.eed (Ruth 2: 2f, 3). 

The Master did not rebuke His disciples as they sought 
to a;l!lay their hUillgel' on the sBlMlaih day, but the Pharisees 
accused: them off acting unlllJWlf.uJly (John 5:10). It is a 
compldmel'llt to merit the rebuke off sarne people. Sinful men 
hoall;e those who are good, and are ever reiady to crit.icize 
them (John 15:18-21; 1 Pet. 3:16; 1 JOIhn 3:'13). Our Lord 
endured the Sibam.e and' smng of am througihout His earthly 
Idfe.· • - .' 

ChriSll; juSillilfi"ed a"e lWbion of' His disciJples by citing the 
example of King David, ·whom. they 80 greatly' admired! 
(Exod. 25:30; iLev. 24:'5-8; 1 ·Sam 21:1-6). Moreover, if 
their contention were correct, even ihe priests vaalated the 
sanJCtity off the temple by perfoI'ming S81Crifices on the 1HIIb­
batih day (NI\1m. 28:9, 10). These dncidents proved tlhat in 
the eyes of the Lord His priests were to 'be regarded as more 
vaIu'lllble than any ceremollly they migtht perform. Simdlarly, 
Chr.ist Himselrf had ihe sUipre.me authority, and His word 
was 81oo"e the laws off the temple. • 

The saibbath day had been established as a sign between 
God 8IlId His people of their sepamtion unto Him (Exod. 
31:1-3-17). The provisions and prohiihltions for. that day had 
'been enacted to assist the Israelites to rest and to rememlber 
the Lord, burt not to hinder then- wo.rsmp (Exod. 23:12; Deut. 
5:14), The FIha.IUsees had multiplied laws and command-

rnents, en!foreilng ·their human traditions and ~reasonable. 
demands ·tiU the S81bbatll ibecame not a day of :rest, but '. 
day of lUItl'lictions; not a day off refTeShment, but a day of 
rebrenahment. 'I1h.ey had OIbscured the t.ru.e meanJing of the 
sallfuath (Mk. 7:13). Our Lord refused to compilJy with tlheir 
additions to the law off God (Mk. 7:9). 

The pr.iJnciple off sovereign gmce underlies all the sy;rnboJ.­
ism of a"e Old Tes'bameDJt, .including the SIllCrifices, but, in 
magniliyiing the letter of the law, the Phal'Iisees were violating 
its spirit (1 Sam. 15:22; Bios. 6:6; Mic. 6:6-8; Matt. 9:13). 
Obedience in a matiter of 1'Ii!tual and ceremony will not take 
the place of the love and a:llegia.ooe of the heal'll; (lsa. 29:13.; 
Matt. 15:8, 9; Mk. 7:6,7). . 

II. THE LAWS OF THE SABBATH-verses 9 to 13. Read 
aliso Mk. 3:1-6; Lk. 6:6-11. 

Luke tells us that it was on another sa:bbath that Christ 
healed the man with the withered hand (Lk. 6 :6). The­
,Scdbes and Pharisees watched the Lord to see if He would 
heal this man on the sabbath, for already they sought grounds 
to accuse Him of breaking .their law (Mk. 3 :2, :6; Lk. 11 :54). 

Our Lord taught that healing was a means of salvation, 
and hence, a deed of mercy which would be .appropriate on 
the sabbath iiay (Lk. 13:14-16; 14:3-5). ·To the Pharisees, 

. healing was "work", and work was unlawful on that day. 
'Christ exposed the inconsistency of His critics who would 

not hesitate to save an animal from destruction on the sab­
bath day, ·but who would forbid Him from saving a man 
from death.· . 

We keep sacred the ·Lord's Day, the first day off the weetc, 
in l"emembrance off the resurrection of Chl'list. Let us make it 
a day of holy rest, wol'lShiip and service. 

III. THE HUMILITY OF THE CHRIST-verses 14 to 21. 
The ,SaVliour's kindly ministry 8Il'!l!OIn!g the 'people is in 

strong ccmtrast to the bitter hatred whlclh the Pharisees 
displayed. We do not wond~r· ihalt the multitudes foHorwed 
Him, I8IIId yet, Ohrlst charged them not to make a pU!blic_ 
demonstration on Hds behalf (1Mk. 3:12; 8:30). He came to 
them as the lowlly Messoi.a.h, the suffering servant of JebovaJh, 
the Son of GOO, oIbedieDJt to :the win of His Flllbher (Isa. 
42:1-3). He would not wra.ngle with His opponents or 
shout in the streets, as did the false prophets and would-lbe 
leaders of LsraeIJ;. He came not as a cruel conq.ueror but as 
a g911itle minister among them, not crushing and overpower­
ing those who were weak and ready to perish, burt consoling 
and strengdjh.endJn,g them. At the proper 11ime He would be 
p.rocla-i!med as Viictor (Isa. 42:4; 1 Cor. 15:24-26, 54-57). 

. IV. THE HARSHNESS OF THE CRITICS-verses 22 to 30. 
Read also Mlk. 3 :·22-27; Lk. 11 :14-23. 

Ohrist cast out demons by the p~r of the Holy Spirit 
and -by the finger of God, blllt the Flh!ar.isees slanderou:sly at­
ltriIburfled.lfis authority to the powers oIf darkness (Matt. 9:34; 
Mk.3:Z2). . 

It was ridiculous to suppose that Satan wouO.d cast out 
his aWn emissaries from the hUman body of which. they had 
taken pOSl!leSsion. Agadn., wlhat Ill00Ult the sons of the so­
cal·led Jew.ieh prophets, the exorcists who claimed to cast 
Gut demons? Wihen Christ performed the miracle, Satan was 
the vanqmshed one, not the victor. Satan was the sltrong 
man. who ,had seized control' of a human .body, IIII1d that body 
could 'be released from its bondage to' him onlY _when the 
strong man had been sulbdued. (Isa. 49:24). God's power 
over tIh.e Adversary was being displayed in their midst. . 

Neuflraliity is impossiible wihere Christ is concerned. Men· 
are divided' into two classes, and two classes only, according 
to thei·r relBlbion'Ship to Him (:Mk. 9:40; Lk. 9:50; 11:23). 
U~ the scholars to accept Christ as thei-r Lord and King 
(JOBihua 24:15; 1 Kings 18:·21). 

HAVE YOU ANSWERED THE EDITOR'S 
LETTER? 

This is a ,gentle' remind~r to any of our readers who 
have not yet Te&ponded to the Editor's annual .Jetter in 
which he .appealed, as uwal, for a contri.bution to T·he 
Gospel Witness Fund. If you have not responded, won't 
you try to do it now? 
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·m~t ·Jarnis· &trttt Jlulpit 
DISCIPLES CALL~D CHRISTIANS AT ANTIOCH 

A Missionary Address by Rev. H. C .. Slade, of' Timmins, Ontario 

Deliv:ered in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Thursday Evening, February 29, 1940 

. (·Stenotypically Reported) . 

"And the disciples were called Christians firl't &n Antioch."-Acts 11: 19-30 . 

I am to speak this evening about the work of the Union 
of 'Regular Baptist Churches of Onta'rio and. Quebec. 
I feel that my part in this work has been very small. 
My ,part in the Union-I 'felt as I Ustened to Dr .. Shields 
relate a little of its history~has :been more that of help­
ing to keep the Union 'going. I came ·in a Uttle aate. As 
he quoted these dates 1926 and' 1927 I"'looked back on the 
year 1926, and reflected that at the .time when ihe and 
others were protesting against Modernism, I d'idn't even 
know the Dord. It was that year, In the fall, that ·God met 
with me and saved -me. It 'Was the following.year-1927-
that I ·heard a little about what was going on in Ontario 
and Quebec. I remember seeing the picture of Dr: 
Shields in the Halifa.:x; Herald. It was the first time I 
had ever heard of hi~ or looked u·pon his countenance. 
I remember being stirred in soul. Through reading a 
sermon in THE GOSPEL WITNESS, which was passed' to 
me, I was convinced that the teaching I was receiv­
ing was not ,the real ,Gos;pel, while the folks in Ontario 
and Quebec, in Ontario especially, were standing f9r 
and preaching that which I believed as I read the Bible, 
the gospel of our' Lord and Saviour, Jesu,s Christ. I had 
a longing to be up here. Not to 'be into it, but to hear 
something more about it and to get my bearings in the 
gospel work. It is as God would have it. 

In the year 1928, under God, I came up to thi'll province~ 
I believe under bhe very direct,leading of ~e Lord, and 
I found happy fellowship with those who formed the 
UDlion of Baptist Churches of Ontario and Quebec. 

After graduation from Toronto Ba.ptist Seminary, I 
was .g,lad to 'be a ·pa·stor in this Union. I am most happy 
·to /be still a ,pastor in .the Union. I stiH have great faith 
in the task that God has laid U'POD us to do. I do con­
fidently believe, as I would like to say in a few moments, 
that the gIl"eatest things are yet in store for us. . 

It was a joy to visit the various churches. F'irst before 
Christmas in the Ottawa Valley and Montreal d,istrdcts. 
Then this past month, in the western part of Ontario. 
I was rejoiced to meet with. the different brethren. 
I enjoy visiting. I always do enjoy :visiting on my own 
field; and equally I enjoy visiting the various pastors 
and their people. Warm welcomes were awaiting me 
everywhere. Not for myself but· as a representative 
en the Union 'and the work lWe are undertaking. 

Tonrght I would like to draw a few iIIu,stration.s from 
this passage concerning the' work that the' Lord has 
laid u'po~ our hearts; . 

I. 
. In the latter part of verse twenty-six, in the eleventh 

chaPter of Acts we read :these words: "And tihe disciples 
were called Cbr·istian.s .first in Antioeh." Those who .1-01" 
lowed the Lord Jesus Christ had formerly been 'called 
saints, disciples, now they are given the title of "Chris-
~a" ..' 

. Whether or not that name was taken !by themselves 
primari,ly I cannot say; OJ," w!h.ether it was a word throWn 
at them; anyway they seemed willing to wear the tirtle. 
and they were called Christians. Not· in Rome but in 
AntiocI:t, first, a very appropriate name indeed, "Chris-
tians"! What does It mean? . 

. Those who have some relationshl·p. to the an.ointed 
One, the Lord Jesus Christ. Those wlho 'believe on Him­
Christ-followers, Christ-worshi-ppers, Christ-loveI:s. So 
we go back' to this time in Antioch, the believers there 
are caUed Chris,tians. Naturally a great responsibility 
rested upon them, and rests upon us today Wlhotake that 
name upon ou'rselves.· 

10000istians! Someone said to me not long "ago, that 
the name has become debased, commercialized, al~ sorts 
of contemptible things now are jus,tly sadd a'bout thOse 
who ";profess' and call themselves Christians". We too' 
feel that a responsilbHity rests upon. those of us who 
l).ave taken the name of the Anointed One and profess to 
be His followers. 

",Cadled Christians first. in Antioch." An ·astonishing 
thing to me is that Christians were actually fownd at 
Antioch. Antioch was looked upon in those days of its 
magnificence-as the eyes of Asia; and it was the third 
largest City in the Roman Empire .. A Roman court was 
established there. A temple erected for the worship of 
idols. Idolatry was there in its >basest form. The things 

· that were practised 'by the priests in this temple-ac­
cording to historians should not 'be even mentioned aiDong 
us-the people lived in gross immorality. The govern-

· ing powers were opposed to everything that savoured of 
righteousness. It was into this city that these .early 
diSciples went with the gospel of our Lord J~sus Chris.t. 

My heart rejoices as I read it. In Antioch, we actu­
aJIy find those who are Ohn.stian.s; those who ,believe .. 
oli rthe Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A. hard place? I don't suppose any of us would choose 
a city like that in which to begin gospel work. Idola.try 
~nd sin a.bounded. I !picture before me these early 
'disciples approaching the city. They know their com­
mission and set about to execute it. The Word of God 
tells us that in this wicked ci·ty believers were first called 
. Christians. If that be the case, and it is the case, then 
we' can have Christians anywhere. We can liave Chris-
tians in the Northern part of the Province, in Quebec, in 

· France, and 'Belgtiu,m, an~Swi,tzel'land,-anywhere and 
everywhere. 

,I heard toni,g'ht, while eating supper, of a certain 
Baptist minister. who had never viSlilted the North, Who, 
when speaking to a number of students in the University 
·in this city, spoke of those who go north as Christian 
miniSlters. ,goilllg to a "godiJess place", and to a "God~ 
forsaken 'people" in the Hollinger Mines in Timmins. 
My friends, even the ·most· wicked pl~e . is not "God-
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forsaken". Whether Tdmmins be worse than Toronto, Persecu.tion is what we Christians must expect. Any 
i willtIlot .say,.burt; I dou'bt it; but whether or no we have person who eXlposes sin as did Stephen in Ms one sermon 
Christlians in Timmins .. We hawe Ohristians in Kirkland must certain~y not expect to escape it. 
Lake. We haive Chr-ismans in Kapuskasing, and Sudbu'ry, We are carrying on the same programme; preaching 

. and otiier places. A few years ago when work in these the same gospel. Oftenti·me young converts are swept 
places was laid ti,pon our hearl, we looked into' these off their feet ·by persecu.tion. . Let us remember, th:at in 
town'S, some of us paid a few visits, and we recognized the world we shaH have tribulations; and that those who 
that the work would not be easy. But we determined by wi.11 live ;godly in Christ Jesus shaLl suffer perSecution. 
God's grace to go in: We found in some places one or But "the trial of (our) faith, ,being :much -more precious 
two Christians, 'but at the best a very small nueleus, than of gold that ipelIisheth, thou-goh i.t be tried with fire,­
indeed. mi·ght be found IUnto praise ~nd honour and ,glory at the 

We rejoiee as we read these reports about Kapuskas- appearing of Jesus Christ." We find that this per:secu­
in'g, about the progress in Sudbury and the other places tion was allowed of God; bUt it wor-ked out for their 
as . well; for in these difficult places there are now good, for the good of the ehuroh, ;for the spread of the 
Christian' churches estalblis·hed. The work of God is gospel and we 'believe the glory of God's gIl'eat name. So 
gooing on, in what were cons·idered bard centres. was it also wliith the Apostle P®ul, wlho said; "I would 

How much wl! are encouraged by history. ye should understand, brethren, thaJt the .things whieh 
That which. has been done already in other places can happened unttomeJia:ve fallen out rather unto the further­

be done in new places. We are now thinking a:bout the ance of the .gospel." "And we 'know that all things work 
Snowden nistriot of Montreal. I apeilit a week and a half together Ifor good to them that love God, to them Who 
there just before Christmas, preaching every night. Our are the called &!cording to bios pur:pose." Persecution 
Brother Wilk.i.ns is going to Montreal week-~nds visiting scattered them abroad. It· sent them out to make the 
and preaching. H~ has a greaJt undertaking. .We know name of ·the Lord Jesus Christ known everywhere. 
something of rohe Ci.ty of Moilitreal; and I am' confident . We have had' some persecution. I ·know I have ~had my 
that in these new su,bul1bain districts in the Canadian . share. T·his cOOrch has not esca:ped. It is ,the believer's 
metropolis, the gpspel will produce Christians as it did lot and wil~ be to the end of time. 
in Antioch. The Lord sometimes sdfts u·s and reduCes us, makf;!s us 

I read ,this morning &bou.t the spies who came back ready as he was making Paul ready even by persecution 
with theiT report" after they had seou.ied over the Land . for the f:urtherance oIf the ·gospel. .And ,God has allowed 
of Canaan. 'Those who brou'glht an evLl report 68:id, "The us sometImes to -have a roug;h road In order to prepare us 
land, throu'gh which we 'have gone to search it, it ,is a ,}oand for a lar,ger ministry .. ~e has providentially COIIIIpelled us , 
that' eateth up the in'ba.bi·tants :thereof; and all the people to lay a ~roper foundatIon for the super:structure we are 
that we .saw in it are men of a ·grea.t stature. And there yet to buIld. 
·we saw the giants the !!Ons of Anak, which come of the 
giants: and we were in our own Blight as grasshoppers, . 
and so we were in. their sig.ht." 

And Caleb, "because he had another spirit with him," 
and 'had followed the Lord fully,. said: "Let us go up 'at 
onee, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome i,t." 

That Snowden District is opening up to us and I have 
my eye on' other plaoos, other eities, andl I know many 
other pastors hawe. I love to see as we rise up in the 
confidence of God's mighty power, in the power of ~lds 
gospel, :that the work of ·the Lord· ea·n ,be done in an¥ 
place into w'hich God ·leads us. I 'beli~ve we can see, by 
faith, a church in Sno.wden district and in these other 
places. Christians in Antioch and Christians in the hard­
est parts of the earth. 

o.bserve further, how God went about e'lJOlngelizing 
At/.tioch. Perhaps we wou,ld not use His particular method: 
Very ofte.n we have to say; "His way.s are not our ways." 

II. 

In the nineteenth verse we 8Il"e told-"Now they whieh 
were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose 
about Stephen tl'lWeHed as far as Pheniee, and Cyprus, 
and Antioch, .preacbJing the ~rd to none 'but unto the 
Jews .only.". God permitted a persecut.on to arise over 
the preachin'S' of Stephen. These .peOiple were persecuted. 
They wentt ,to, other cities. They' didn't run away from 
God's serviee. They were entering new spheres of duty;. 
and they carried the ,gospel with them. They were not like 
many in oU'r day, Who, when they ciJ.an:ge places, forget 
their religion, and even leave it at home. The disciples 
who eV'8Jllge1.ized Antioch were not oIf ·that character. . 

III. 

How were !these people in Antioch made Christians? 
In the same way as Christians are ,made today. When 
the disCiples came' ,to Antioch they preached the Word 
first of all to "none 'but unto the Jews on-ly", and then 
"spake unto the 'Grecians preaching Ibhe Lord Jesus." 

That is the method that God uses ,to produce Christians. 
By preaching the Word. "Faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing ,by the word of God." And when men are saved 
lie sends them fort!h to .preach the WON to others. CouId 

. anything be slimpler than the, .scriptural method? How' 
can we have Christians: in the North Land, in Montreal, 
or anyJWhere elise? Only by ,preaching the word of God. 

By preach"ing. By calling men !Who wi·ll preach the 
Word. Sometimes we read that wrongly. Some very 
am bitiious persons in the ChIU·rch· wou·Ld ~ay that Chris­
tians are produced with singing the Word. I love sing­
illig, as weH ~ an)'lbody, but preaehinognot singing -is :the 
dijlVine plan. "It ple~ed God :by the foolishness of preach­
ing to save them that ,bclieve." More and more clearly do 
I see that God's· Word teaches tha.t people are to be 
saved through the instrumentality of ,preac'hing. . 

. Paul enjoined Timothy: "Preach the word; be instailit 
in season, out oIf season." When PhHip went :to Samaria 
he preached the Word. He joined himself to the Chariot 
of the eunuch, and taking the scripture which the e.unuch 
had jus.t been .reading !Ire "!preached unto him Jesus". 
MY,friends, it is clhiefty 'by .preaehing, to indi:viduale­
a}l Philip preached to the Ethiopian, or to congregations, 
souls are saved. 

The history of great revivals Is a story oIf preaching. 

\ 

, . 
\. 

" 

i 
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We connect such revivalS. with th.~ n8llDes of Whitfield, 
Wesley, Knox, D. L. Moody, C. H. ·Spurgeon, and others: 
bu.t all preachers. Revivals :were promote«! b.y preach~ 
who went everywhere preachdng. So was It In Apostolic 
times: there 'Were O~ristians in Anti~ ·because God 
sent men forth preachiIlJg. We ask,..what d1.d they prea.ch1 
The Lord Jesus Christ. They had no idea that Ohris­
tians would be made by amusemeDlts, or gymnasiu,ms, 
suCh as we see today. Theyihad a distinctive message, 
and that was preaching unto them the Lord Jesus Christ. 
So aI-so our SlUcceSS wiD depend' upon the message we 
proclaim. . 

The chu~ to !Which I went one Sunday morning in 
Kapuoskasing-when we first held services there we cou,ld 
get no hall for morning service--the minister said, "We 
have some children here :bhis morning and I want to d:e1l 
~em a story." He then ,proceeded to :tell ,them .about som~ 
bears who lost their taHs,--8.nd then the chlldren were 
allowed Ito go. Not a ,word about Jesus Christ. He then 
preached to ·the grown-ups. There was nolt :the least men­
tion of the .Lord Jesus Christ---a little poetry-what H. 
G. Wells said and thoug·h't, but nolt a !Word .about Ohrist 
or His saw&tion. No wonder people were not saved there. 

If we are to ~ve ,people con'Verted to the Lord Jesus 
Christ 'iIi will be by ,preaching jesus Christ. The Apostle 
Pau.l said, in writing Ito the Corinthians, "For I ~eter­
mined not to know anythdIllg among you, 88JVe Jesus 
Ghrist, and him crucified." I !have rejoiced as we btwe 
visited "the churches in the Nor-till, and in Western On­
tario, to meet the pastors of the Union who have but one 
theme a ddatinctbve message,-nothing but the Gos.pel 
of' th~Lord Jesus Ohr·ist. Thus Paul weDlt to Corinth 
determined to 'mow nothing among them save Jesus 
Ghrist and Him crucified. We ·find a little Jater ,he could 
write to the Churdh at Corinth, for' -the gospel was ,the 
power of God unto salvation in Corinth also. TraveUing 
about we come into contact on trains with ministe~, or 
with those iW'ho are su~posed to be ministers of the 'Lord 
Jesus Christ, many of :whom a~ not even converted. 
Their programme is an enti·rely different programme 

. ,from. ·tliat of the Apostle ,Paul, or of these earJy disciples. 
It is therefore !We are witnessing' the decay of many 
churehes. People will not ibe slWed in places where 
Chri.BIt is not preached. 

IV. 

Bu,t once lIDore: .. And the ih·and of the Lord was wIth 
them: and a great number believed, and. turned unto the 
Lord:" They ·preached the Lord Jesus Christ in Antioch 
and "the hand of the Lord waiS with them." That lIDeans 
everything. As we return to the Nor.tih to the so-called 
hard town of Timmins---though no iharder, I 'believe, than 
any other ,place, I am more than ever determined to kee,p 
.to the 'Programme ·laid down ·in God's word for me and to 
carry out the ,great divine commi.ssion. And what com-

. fort it brirugs to oU'r sou,ls to 'knOlW 1Jhat "lthe hand of the 
Lord" is wi1Jh us, as' "the hand of the Lord ~ witb 
them", in their preaching, in ·their testifying, and in all 
their labours. 

That makes all the dlfference in the world. We can 
expect miracles. We can expect the 'minds of the people 
to ,be enlightened. We can "expect souls to ibe born again 
wihen we have "the ha~d of ·the Lord" witJh us. 

I have recei.v\ed a few ·-letters from my Uttle chIld'ren 
slince I have been' away. If I were to produce one ,here 

tonig:ht you w~uld not 'be able to read i.t .. Ju.st a few linc:s 
and a cross here and there--.mere BCrllbbbng. Does It 
mean anything? It does to me, of course. What i~ .it? 
JulUt some scribbling, that is all, but ·they are .wrltlDg 
to 1ihei'r daddy. . 

I remember one time mY little gir.i was tryIng to write, 
when she could not write her own name. I laid ,my hand 
upon her little hand holding the pencil, alid we wrote 
something. I cannot write very plainly, but I sU~P?se 
you could read :what it was. Her daddy was wrltiIllg 
!With his hand on hers and therefore the letters were , 
formed. "The hand of ,the Lord" with us. "The ·hand 
of the Lord" ds wi.th 'God's witnesses w.ho testify i~ His 
name. , 

Paul 8aIid: "For a great door and effeCtUal is opened 
unto me, (in Ephesus) and there are many adversaries." 
They 'appear Jike im'Possible tasks, an4. we say to our­
selves: "HOIW can we ever undertake it how. is it possible 
to go in.to these towns and preach the ·gospel where th~i'e 
is such opposition, and hardness, 8IDd in !lDany cases lD­
difference, they won't give us any ihearing?" But if we 
remember that, as in the eal"l~ days, "the hand of the 
Lord was with them", 80 will He be with us today, ·as 
we attempt .great things for God. With what rt!l81dt? 
"A great number ibeliieved, and turned unto the Lord." 
There is much instl'lUction m the record of the work of 
the early chull'ch. One ibhing that impressed me 'W'hen I 
first came into contact wi1Jh the French Bi.ble MisMoo, 
was the character of the men from France and Switzer­
land who had been sa:ved through its miiDistl'Y., and so 
well taughit, and estabUshed in the feJi1lh.. They were ,men 
of character. Men of dependabiUty. You can count on 
them. The Brothers Bau·man, here, in Timmins, and in 
New York; Mr. Buhler, and Mr .. Frey, andman,Y oth:ers 
of whom we have read·. It was the character of the work, 
of the p~ducts; which struck one. Exactly the same kind 
of work we may do; as we preach ,the Lord Jesus; for 
"the hand of the Lord was !Wi,th them: and a ·great num­
ber belUeved and turned unto the Lord." 

One of our pastors said to me: "Wben I· had been 
:preaching for about fifteen years I still had a very 
great ambition .for nu'mbel'S. I still have but in another 
sense. For years, in the beginning, if I couId ,get a large 
congregation, d;o me,that was everything. After preach­
ing to a large oong'regailiOOl I couId ,prais.e God.'because 
we had ihad a large congregation. I don't feel that way 

. about things now. I have come to lay more etress upon 
quuity than quantity. I may have a churdh filled bu.t iff 
people are not really &aved, if they are not actually turned 
to the Lord, it means noth·ing at all." 

W'hen "the ihand of the LOrd was wiIth them", rca great 
number believed, and turned unto ;tihe Lord" .. Saivation . 
,is a turniIlJg, turnin'g from self-.confidence a:nd' self­
riglbteousnes8 to 'l'eliance upon the Lord Jes·us Christ. 
Turni.ng from loose, evil living unto a 'holy Jife. ·Salva­
tion is 'a real turnmg, my fr·iends. We are looking for 
that sort of work to Igo on in our Un,ion Churehes. 

Our 'Preacl1iIlJg should thus produoo sound characters, 
and ,generous spiri,tS. When :tidings of the wor:k at 
Antioch came to the ears of the Church in Jerusalem, in 

.order that tlie young convents should be weill taught, and 
established in the faith, "they sent forth Barnabas, who 
was a good man fun of :the Ho~y Ghost 'and of faith ... 
who :when he came, and had seen the .grace of GOd, was 
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glad, ·and eXlhor·ted them aJJ that ·with pur.pose of heart 
they would cleave unto :the Lord". 

ShO'Wiilllg' some of the sUdes, and .speaking of our Union 
work recently, !I happened to .m~tion one or .two churches 
thoa~ a~ ~torlless jwt now. The pastor had been called 
elsewhere and ltihey are now seelcing :the guidance Off the 
Lord as to what man He would place' on their field. When 
a church is pastorless how shall the ri-gh·t man be found? 
We oug.ht ·to pray iIlhe 'great Head of the church to send 
the right man, it meaJIlS every.tihi-ng to a church to have 
the rilght man m the rilght place. 

They acted IWisely in the early church, when they seIllt 
a man like Barnabas to Amtiooh. He was a man \Who 
lo'\[ed ,God. He was a ·man who rejoIced in the work of 
the Lord Jesus. N obh.i.ng pleased him so much as to see 
the :preaching of the gospel prosper. When he "had seen 
the grace of G~d, he was glad'~. 
. I believe 'Barnabas was a man who was always lookinlg 

for evidence of divine' grace in i-ndi;viduW lives. He saw 
it· there in Antioch. 'There is no mistaking the grace of 
God. It can':t be counterfeited. There is nothing Uke it. 
So wfhen he saw Ithegrace of God, his hear.t welled u·p 
with gratitude to God and his 80ul was filled wiJth utmost 
joy. 

The only lcilIld of men who are of any use in the gospel 
min·istry are those NVlho not only Iook' for the grace of 
God in people, rut .'when they see it rejoice and their 
hearts are glad. I have met some of another spirit. Glad 
when we see· the grace of ·God? 'Sometimes I ask myself 
the question. Is that the thin·g I am looking for? Are 
you glad when you see the ·grace of 'God? . 

One may look !for other things than the grace of God. 
I have been in families where mother and faJther have 
said: "I want you. to !hear my little girl sing." They are 
very happy that thei1" little gil:l has a talent. I too am 
very happy when we see children give evidence of their . 
capa.citfes to recei,ve inStruction. 

I wooder sometimes if even Ohristian parents look for 
the greaotest 1ibings in the li;ves of their chtldren; whether 
they loq to see the grace of God in them? Weare 
rightly interested in all that concerns our cllild1"en. But 
if the grace of God iB not seen there, it were better for 
them were .they never :born thian W miss sahration, for· 
then they miss everything. Barnabas was chiefly con­
cerned to discover that the grace of God had come into 
their lives and saved bhei·r souls. He saw .the grace of 
the Lord and lWas·g.lad. He exhorted them with purpose . 
of heart ,tJhat they shou1ld cleave unto the Lord, teaching 
them steadfastness, to lbe stable 'Christians, abounding 
always in the work M the Lord, . 

v. 
. I want you .to notice two more things.. The work being 

. too large for him, Barna:bas felt he needed some assist­
ance. He was reminded of Saul, who had recently been 
converted.. He was not yet called Pool, but already he 
was knoWD8IS a mighty !preacher 8iJld .teacher of God's 
'Word. "Then departed Bar-nabas to Tarsus, for to seek 
Saul. And when he had found him, he !broug.ht hlm unto 
Amti!>ch." "And it came Ito pass, that a whole year they 
assembled themselves with the church, and taught much 
people." It is deHghtful and inspiring to meet men of the 
calibre of Barn'a:bas. He goes for Pau·l. We might ask 
him why not seek some lesser lilglht. . Why, Barnabas, why 
not get some person w~o b.as not quite the abiUty of 

- . 
Ss;ul? Someone who wiill not eclipse you before the people 
in 4.ntioch? You have already won ·the hearts of the 
people. If you briJllg Saul he will· be dike the sun and 
you wiU appear in compari.son ooly as a twin,klin'g star! 
People may notice Saul more, and YO\1 may be a liWe 
sIighted. I think you can hear Barnabas say: "lit doesn't 
make any difference what ,people think of me. I am not . 
in this gospel work in order ·that I mig·ht be noticed. 
I want 'him to come, he is ,my friend." In the heart of 
Barnabas there .was absolUJtely no jealousy. He realized 
the great g·ift which God had bestowed u'pon ·the church 
in Saul. I think of this as a great desson for myself. 
It is a great lesson for us a:ll. . 

One of -the greatest vices to 'be found among ministers 
today,-and I ~mphasize, among ministers .especially, is 
the vice of jealousy. Barnabas apparently was free from. 
this terrible sin, this dreadf.ul wickedness. He delighted 
in the :great gift to the church, ,by 'her exalted Head, of 
.suclh an one as· Saul. 

What is my part? What 'should be my ·aJttitude? If 
. God confers a great gift upon His church, a man capab1e 
of exercising a' larger ministry. th'an mine, ou'ght I not 
to rejoice, and he .g.lad to lll'bour with hhn in the gos,pel 1. 
o maylGod ;give .os more of the 'spirit of Barnaibl;l8. . 

It costs something to evangelize, and my belief is that 
we need to teach our ,people, how to gi;ve of fiheir sub­
stance to the treasury of the Lord. When there was a 
need in the early church they immediately deter,m'ined 
to endeavour to su'Wly it. They therefore resolved, 
"every man, according to his abiai,ty to send relief to the 
brethren wihich dwelt at Judea." They h·ad been tau'ght 
to think of the necessities of otihel's, and not only of their 
own. They recognized there :were needy saints iJ} other 
!places as well as in the city of Antioch. Hence they re­
solved to do t~ier best, "which aJlso they did, and sent 
to the elders by the hands of ·Barnabas and Saul." . 

We have ibad some response when we have presented 
the needs of the Union in various places. We do need 
money at the present time, if we are to expand our work. 
We sha:lil require money to carry on our missionar~ enter­
prises. Let us ,pray ·the Lord that He will move our 
people to .,give generouely to our mission funds. Some 
towns."are still unevangelized;to my certain knowledge, 
there are many churches but· no real testimony for God, 
no preaching of Christ. Towns ,in some cases of three and 
four thousand 'People, especi'alily in' the great North land, 
!had we ears we 'should hear crying for the gospel. W ~ 
have a great challenge .before us today;' and I am con­
vinced, if we go forward in the Lol"d's name as did these 
early disciples, when they went to Antioch, we shaH 
experience a like ,blessin,g; and the cl!.urches we establish 
will become, as did the church at Antioch, miSBionary 
churches from which the 'Word of tJhe Lord will be 
sounded out. to the uttermost parts of the earth . 

TO ALL MEMBERS OF JARVIS STREET 
'BAPTIST CHURCH 

This note is to !reDlind all members of Jarvis 
Street Baptist Church that our financlalyear wiIl 
close March Slst, and to express the hope that 
every member who may be in arrears in ibis or her 
offering win plan to make it up by that date. 


