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THE. WAR GOING WELL 
War is .precipitated when one party to a dispute su'b- conflict. The IbuT.glar a.lways ihas 1Jhe initial advantage 

stitutes force for ~eason. That compels the second party over the lPolice, beca.use he knows when and wlhere he is 
to defend ihimseltf. Thereafter i-t is a conflict of force going to str~ke. But in the end, ·the Law always catches 
witJh force. Bu,t behind the physical .:force of shot arid up with him, and the scripture is fulfilled. wih.ich says, 

'. shel'l, of mine and ,tQrpedQ; ·there are aIlways men; and "The way of the tramgressor is hard." But with one' 

\~a.;: __ .:'._ 

the end of force in .such case is tQ destrQy men. Canadian DivisiQn overseas, and anQther fQrmin-g; with 
In the last Great War ;blQod was poured out like water. Qne Air 'SquadrQn already landed, and Ibhe great Ema>i·re·, 

The rea8()n for that was tha-t no n!ation was prepared for air training scheme in course of develOlPJllent, to.gether 
war !but Germany whQ pre~ipitated it. All othe;r natiQns with the economic 'or:ganization of ~e re8()Ul'lOOS of this 
'had to spring to ,the defense of their ri.ghts, and fight' in g·reat I:>o.minion, Canada is Ipreparing to throw :her fu.H 
the Qpen. This war is different. The Magi·not-Line has wei'glhtagainst Gel'lIllany, and Wihatever allies ehe may 
made the difference'. If Hitler could /break thr~ugh, even uatimately secure. 
at a cost <>if milllions of l,ives, he WQuld dQ so .were it not The:eXtplQits Of the R<>yal Navy-in this W8ll' are equal 
perhaps that he fears the ·reaction which sueh a course tQ tI1e .greatest naval feats, of . the PalSt. The victory 
woUJld !produce upon his own- people. Success at such a of Montivedo, and the resCue of the British prisoners 

.. price mi,ght easily, in the end, resu·lt in ibis overWhelming frQm the Altmarck, was an achievement of W'hich the 
defeat. . ,whole Eln,pi-re are prQud; and iQr w.hi,ch we are grateful. 

That the younger generation, at .least, ion Germany is a Nor ihas the Admir~lty ever Ibeen in safer hands than 
.generation of mu,rideroulS gangsteM,' there can be no those of Wi'neton Chu,rcMII. We CQnfess t<> have oor­
d()111bt. We ·are nQt sure that they are greatly.different . ·dia1'ly awroved of many of his statements and predic­
f·rom the Gel'lIllan¥ of the ias-t hu~red years, and still tions, :because ihe said exactly the same ,thing that tbis 
more particularly since the rise of BiSlInarek .. Since that paper said! .Only we said i-t first! .of COUMe, Mr. 
time Germany has ,been the curse of .Euro.pe, and of the ChurchiH didn't ,get his inapiratiQn frQlm 'THE GoSPEL 
world. She has !put ttbe 'rest of the wQrld 'Qn the d!!- WITNESS! It .is just an iUustration of !how 'certain ty.p:es· 
fensive, . and ·necessi·tated the· ex,penditure of CQuntless of mind-think 'alike! 
bHlions in arms which m£ght Qtherwise have .ibeen spent . We feel reas<>nably sure ·that when the Cossack was -
in oocial amelioration. . sent !back into the JQSSing Fjord the-second time, this 

TheJ;e may still ibe a -little realSonand a little conScience' time to draw a'longside the Altmarck, and take p<>ssessiQn 
amQng the older people in Gel"many, '\but Qne Qf the great of her prisoners, a:lmQSt certainly there was .one mind 
prdblems of Europe in the fu·ture wi'H rbe found in the that inspired that determined action. 
m~lliQns of Germa·n youths who 'have' been· infected by The ,recent anno~ncement Qf the Fi·rst L<>rd of tJhe 
the PQi,son of Hitleri,SIIn. For tlbits reason, w.e moo'st not Admi.ralty, that five new battles'hips Qf thirty-five thou­
too Teadily conclude that our fight is only -with Hitler and sand tons eaclh were aJoou·~· to be commissioned, is another 
his immedia·te aides. At the end of this war, 'we sihal! re8lS()n for thankfulness and go~ cheer. 
-have to do what some of us adlVocated at the end of the Mr. Cham;berlain's speech in Birmin.gha.m last' week 
last war:' Germany must be made to realize that she is was magnmcent. . He certainly sou,glht peace and pursued 
defeated. . it :with dogged determination, almost to the point of ex-

It will be time enough to discuss ·peace terms. !When than-sting. the patience of 'others; but when once the die 
the victory is oIearly in siglht. Mea·nwlbLIe we must get was cast, hiving .proved to all the world that he hated 
Qn with the war. war, he set about. leading the .Empire in it!! p~os~utiQn 

At home, in spite of the criti'Cilsms Olf the political of the 'war with the same doggedness ·that he exhiJbited 
opponents of· the Government, we are of the oPinion that in hi·s efforts to !prevent war. 
the DominiQn Government is doing very well - on the It is said tQ be a strange war-and it is. It is stran'ge 
wihole. A peace-loving people cannot very well prepare es.peciaJtly in th·is respect, that war on such·a colossal 
themse'l.ves thoroughly fQr war in ad¥ance of tJ:!e actuaJI scale has cost cQmparatively ·SQ few livel1l. Surely no one , . 

, -. 
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can ·be impatient for Iblood to begin to flow. Finland has 
Sihown that Russia is n()t to be so much feared as was 
·generally ·thou,ght. T1he heart of Ihu,manity bleeds for 
Finland, and everybody a()ng.s to be sible 1;0 do something 
for her. 'But while the neutra'J.ity of the Scandinavian 
countries and of Holland and Belgium, stands ibetween 
the Allies and Finland, jot ~·s very difficult 1;0 send Fi,nland 
direct military aid. But u-n1less s'he receives it, and is 
reinf()rced 'by other nations, Sihe is" bound to be over-
whelmed at last.' . 

Out in 'the great Canadian West, they sometimes stiU 

darlmess are round albout ,him: righteousness and judg­
ment are the habitation ()f hIS throne. A fire 'goeth be­
fore him, and tburneth up his enemies round atbout. His 
li'ghtnilligiS enIi.ghtened the world: the earth saw, and 
trem;bled. The :hills melted Uke wax 'at the presence of 
the Lord, at the :presence ·of the Lord of the whole 
earth." . 

On the other hand, "The .Lol'd reigneth; let the peaple 
trem,ble: 'he sitteth 'between the cherlU'bims; let the earth 

. stagger." , 

have plagues ofgr.a8S'hoppera as devastatin'g as a~~ that . A PRINCE HAS FALLEN 
were ever 'known 10 ASIa. 'I'hey eome by the mdhon-- - , 
nay, tby the tbinion. They: can stop the mightiest loco- We say, as King David said: A prince and a great man 
motive; 1:hey can reduce hundreds of miles of f.ruitful has fallen-f()r such was the late Lord Tweedsmuir: he 
land to a desert. Science, as yet, 'has found no way albBo- left ~n record the secret of his ster-ling w()rth in on~ of 
l'lltely to destroy a plague of ·grasshOfPlPers. They con- . his poems: 
quer by sheer force of numbe,rs. And unless help is 
sent to Finland, that inevitalbly must coone to .pass in the 
end. A nation of three and a 'half millions ca'nnot in-
definitely hold ()ff a nation of one hundred and eighty 
millions of men, especially a nation that !has the propor­
ti()111 of illiteracy whidh dbtains in Russia, .where millions 
of men may be driven li'ke dumb cattle to the slawghter. 
The Finns could not find ammunition enough to destro~ 
them. 

'We may well :pray that God, in His providential mercy. 
may yet ,lead the neutral countries to see that they can­
not reasonalbly hope to remain inacti:ve whHe others fight 
their battles for them,' and expect to reatp the fruit of­
others' victory. The tScandimavia·n and Low Countries, if 
thrown in to the scale, might ,tu'm -the tide af battle. It 
would east the neutrals much to fi'ght on our side, 'but 
we are certain that, in the end, neu,trality will ;be more 
costly. 

We 'are not at aU a!larmed by the visit of Mr. Sumner 
Welles to ·European caIPiials m general, or to the enemy 
capitals in particuIar. We recall I*lveml of Mr. Welles' 
speeches which gave the clearest ,possitble indication lUI 

to where his sympathies lie. We are glad that one so 
competent has ,been sent to take a close view of the" 
Euro.pean situation, that the President of the United 
States may learn· of conditions at 'fir.!!t !hand. The war 
we are waging is every obit as much the responsibility 
of the United States as it is ouns; and quite equally the 
responsi'bility of the 'Scandinavian and Low Countries 
as that of F·rance and Britam. Every country that be­
lieves in civil flnd reIi.gious Uberty stands t() gain thy the 
victory of the Allies-and to suffer overwhelming and 
perhaps irreparalble loss by their defeat, if indeed, their 
defeat were ·,possi'ble. But the mere falCt that Britain 
and France are stamding in the breach cannot excuse the 
world's neutrals for. being willing that they s'h()uld bleed 
to dea1:h in their Ibehalf. 

Human nature is selfish at the core .. 'Dhere may per­
haps 'be some excuse tfor llhe European neutrals, ibecauSe 
they are so close to the oontflict. Nobody wants the Unit­
ed ·States to Bend armed forces t() EurQPe, thut if they 
were to cast off their neutral role, and 'throw their whole 
moral and material su.pport into the scales against Ger-' 
many and Russia, it would tbe of immense value to the 
cause of civilization throu<ghout the world. 

We fall :back, ,however, always on s·och inspired com­
fort as >this: "The Lord reigneth: ,let the earth rejoice; 
let the multitude of isles be glad thereof. Clouds and 

Kneelin' ·aside the cairn, 
On the heather and thymy sod, 

The place I' had kenned as a ..bairn, 
I made my peace with God. 

And the Lord ,gave hi'll1 wisdom, :knowledge and under­
standing; hi,s voice ,was heard in Britain, .Sou,th Africa 
and banada; in cathedrals, cl1urches, Chapels and convo­
,cati()n gatherings. The impression left by his addresses 
was: Quit you Hke men; Ibe stroll1'g. No other had a 
'b~tter ri,ght to enforce PauI's injunction, for !he 'Was one 
·who steeled his soul "against the lUlSt of ease." W!hen 
off duty His Excellency worked incessantly with his !pen, 
which enriched the wor-Id with great literature. What 
Lord TlWeedsmuir's countryman, Henry Drummond, said 
of another, was true of him: He laid aside the weIl-wol'lIl 
tools, witllout· a sigh, expecting e1tsewhere better work to 
do. .suddenly a great uIIIWonted stillness enveloped him, 
a·nd he passed with n() sadness of farewell and like 

,Enocl1-dte was not, for God took him. 
-MARGARET MACKELLAR, 

mE WORK OF mE SEMINARY . 
The Seminary ois a ·tremendous undertaking, thut at 

the same time a most fruitful enterprise. We have about 
sixty PastOrs trained in the -Seminary doin.g work i'n 
Canada, as well as others in other countries and on mis­
sion nelds.. AU of these are standing true to the Bible, 
and to the gospel of grace. 

Our students reach from ten :to fifteen thousand wittih 
1Jhe gospel every week. Can you think of any better in­
veament t'han the support of the Seminary? Tihe ·Semin­
ary year closes March 3108t, and tihat ·fund also needs 
much money. We sh()u;ld the glad to hear from our Sem­

,inary ~porters wi,th as generous an offering as !POSsilble. 

ABOUT THAT LETl'ER 
Some weeks ago the Editor sent his annual .Jetter to 

aliI GOSPEL WITNESS sUlbscrilbers. We have heard f.rom 
not a few, but very many have not yet answered. If you 
eolild ,let us ihea·r from y()U as soon' as ,possible, !it wou1d 
greatly help us. Our financial year ends March 31st, and 
we shall ·need a good deal of money to balance our GOSPEL 
WITNESS books. . 

If THE WITNESS has Ibeen a 'b'lessiDlg~to, you, and you 
·have shared ()ur spiritu'al things, we hope you will ,give 
us of your material help for the canying on of the 
ministry of THE WITNESS. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ISAIAH 
A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preaehed in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, February 25th,· 1940 

(Stenographically Reported) 

"But he was wounded for -our transgressions, he was Ibruised for our' iniquities: 
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with. his stripes we are healed." 

-Isaia:h 53:5. 

T·here are few more familiar scri.ptures -than the text 
I have just annou·nced, yet let me re~at it to you that 
our souls may catch the music of it: "He was-wounded 
for our transgressions, he was >bruised for our iniquities: 
the chastisement of our peace was .lipon him; and with 
hie.stripes we are healed." -

The death of Christ is the ·su.preme fact of Christian 
history~ The significance of. the death of Christ, all that 
it involves, and all that it implies, is the su.preme truth 
of the Christian rev.elation. To understand the meaning 
of the death of Christ is to. be firmly fixed upon the rock 
of salvation: to 'misunderstand or misconstrue the cross 
is to reject the . foundation· of peace, a·nd to be without 
oil or wine for the healing of the wounds of the soul. 
So, in this familiar text, 'I ask you to try to listen 
again to -the heartbeat of' the· truth of redemption, to 
yiew the daybreak of the soul, from ~he mountain of 
myrrh, and from the 'hiJ.l of frankill.ce·nse. ' 

Most of us here this evening are IChristians, and some 
of us for many years have known, as we now know, 
what it is to rejoice in Christ our Saviour. Yet it is 
ever refreshing to the soul to view the cross agai·n., It 
is no wonder "the .peo.ple stood beholding": there was 
e~hibited for their understanding and admiration a 
spectacle .before which angels wondered ,and. demons 
trembled. ' 

How sad it is that so, much .of modern religion has 
no cross in ·it! Or, if there ,be a cross, it is but the 
cross of an Exemplar: There is a general failure to 
attempt to eXfjound its v.ast ·significance. Yet I venture 
to affirm that there is no Christianity without the cross, 
and a ·spiritual understanding of it. The enemies of the 
Crucified, in those hours of agony when He hung upon 
the cross, said, "Let him now come down from the cross, 
and we will believe him." 'That has been the cry of the 
world ever· since: "Let him ,now come down from the 
cross, and we will believe him." 

"'Dhe offence of the cross" is ·stii! very real. A .minister 
from far away was present in our service this morning. 
He greeted me at the close of the service and· said, "1 
agree. I too endeavour to preach that Ghrist came not 
to call the righteous but sinner.s to repentance. But my 
people. are reluctant to admit they are Blinners, and are 
offended when they are so called." This, my dear friends, 
is the supreme and fatal heresy, to depart from the cross, 
or to miss its meaning. 

So· shall we try 'once ag·ain to·· understand a little of 
its meaning? I suppos~ ·some day -when we get to 

. heaven, when ·our minds are' free from all limitations, 
when by grace we are increased, to use that mysterious 
scripture, "with the i'llcrease of God", when all that men· 
now caB knowledge shall be relegated to the kindergarten 

stage of intelli:gence; and when earthly sciences' shall 
be outworn, and astronomers shall have no objective 
view of that which has engaged their thought, whe~ the 
stars. have died away, 'and the sun h~,s paled into ·nothing­
ness----still the transcendent glory, the supreme, the 
eternal Light. wiU Ibe "the Lamb as it had been slain". 
Wise shall we ,be if early we ;begin the study of that 
infinite ;Suibject, for we shall need all eternity to .lUnder­
stand it-and understandi:n~ it, 

To a.ll eternity to, Him 
A joyful song we'U raise, 

For 0 eterni,ty's too short 
To utter allHi·s praise. 

I. 
Think of THE TALE OF OUR .SINS, the :bulk, the mass, 

the aggregate: of· evil. with which God has had to do. 
I 6U'Ppose sin needs little definition ·or analysis. Instinc­
tively, we know something of what moral evil is; and 
the Chr~s.tian, at least, has some elementary idea of what 
sin is ,before God. Sin is sin whether if!. .the singlUlar 
or the plural, whether in the individual unit or in the 
mass; yet it- has different aspects. 

And i,t is well for u's to study the words of Scripture. 
"Every word of God is pure." And God always uses 
words with due regard to,theill' significance. The Spirit 
of God is the greatest of all linguists; for it i,s He Who 
made man's mouth, and taught him to speak. 

The text speaks of "transgressions". That is a positi'll6 
a.spect of sin. I'll the significance of the English word, 
it is an overstepping, an overreaching of the mark. 'And 
sin is that. Sin is far more tham disobedience to an 
abstract, Il'r:bitrary, i.Jl·founded and unnecessary inhibi­
tion of any sorlt. God does not arbitrarily say, "Don't". 
There is always a reason for everything He does, and 
a divirie necessity resides in every law that radiates 
from His person. To re·bel ag~inst that law iIs to do 
Vliolence to the nature of .things, it is to rebel agalin8it 
the moral order, a'gainst the divine cOillstitution every-
where. . ' " I -

·Sin agll'inst the lbody is a .sin agalinst the laws of the 
\body,and against the constitution Gf the body. Any· 
.phySlician w,iU tell you 'th~t. Whether it .be ~ presumptu­
ous transgressiQl1, or a transgression W1ithOl\lt knowledge, 
if the constituted order of thinglS is violated, inevita·bly 
there is a penalty to pay everywhere. 

That .is eq.ually true of the moral constitution ~f .things. 
The Decalogue is a summary of the divine law. It is 
founded, not. only upon the necessity of the case, ,but it 
is a transerd.ption, in dits intent and .impticatdoris, of the 
divine nature. "1'hou shalt have no other ·gods before 
me." God coutd ~ot :have said anything lesl! than that, 

• 
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for "he is God, &Did there de none else". T·he mere 
assumption tha.t there could be another, or any effont. 
to share His glory ·with another, or to au.bordJilIlaw His 
win ·io the WliII. of another, is a profound violation~ not 
only of the .n;loml Ol'der of our 'Own being, and /?f ;the· 
univeroBe of whlioh we are a part, ,but a viola.ti~n of the 
nature of the ·Creator, and Preserver and Ruler of 8ilI. 
Transgression therefore is an act 'Of reb~IIiDn against 
(rl)d. "SilIl i-s the transgression 'Of 1ihe law." . 

Wbat a tale. of transgression we have to our cred-it, 
ever.y one of us! And what a fearful aggregate is -made 
by the .tiransgre.ssions of all ages and generations! We 
thlink of Germany to-day as one .who has been the dis­
turber of the wDrld's peace ·for a hundred years. Her 
ruthle.ss and iIUlatia.ble ambi,tion has been a burden, not 
only· tD the peoples of E·urope, but to the peoples of the 
world. Wall' after .WI8.r .has been instigated by her. "Be­
hold, how great 8 . .maJtter a little fire kindletlh!" Jt is 
never localized: it always extends itself until at last it 
touches the uttermost parts of· the earth. So is it with 
sin. .SilIl is a declaration of war against God: or 'Other­
wise ,j,t is a:n undeclared war against (rl)d-in any event 
it ds an a~ of Wl8.r. Sin, if I may so say, puts God on the 
defensive. It threatens HJis supremacy. It :would under­
mine tihe very foundations of His throne. 

Sometime.s a comparatively smalJI, a minor offence, 
wben char-ged agaJinst a man, di5ICloses his record, un1iil 
,it ioB found thi8lt there is written against him a long list 
of crimes. He is arrested under an . assumed IlIIlme, 
char.ged with some ·slight misdemeanour; ·but on investi­
ga.tion, he .is identified and discovered to !be a flagrant 
violator OIl the law. in a' hundred pa,rhlcu,lars, and a 
criminal'Df the deepest di~. 

When our tnmagressiolIls are ,brought home to us, 
thOUJg>h they seem but sma)), .yet under the searching 
light of t1!e divine Investigator, it is discovered that we 
all have 8 .record--.:.arid it is' a rblack one, written down 
against us. 

If you :IllWitiply the story 'Of ~ur Ufe, or of mine, by 
the world's POIPUila1lion, 8JIld by alII the generations that 
have pa:ssed, and that may yet ,be born, what an aggregate 
of rebelillion you have! WhaIt a problem we have been to 
God! 

The word "iniquity" hils another 8~gnificance. It is 
akin to traIUlgression, .but is nDt strictly anonymous., 
Etymologically, our English word implies that which is 
unequal, some kind of mor8il inequality, :somethin'g ·that 
is unbalanced, that' is morally eccentric, out of order, out 
of tune with the laJW. But it does not qulte 81() Sltrictly 
imply a vO'IUlIl11ar.y expression. It is not so. much the 
act, . such as is implied in tl"angression, as the qoolity 
from which the act !'opnings, the mora,l malladjuiStment. 
. Have you known some people who were "ag.in the 
pernment"? I once had a talk wUh ~r. DiJIon in his 
study jill DubUn, during the ,Grealt War. He was. then 
the leader of the Iri'sh Nat:ionali&is·, .before Southern 
Ireland was set up as a separate ,paQvle. His study Wa.B 

!.ined with shelves,. oot bea'l'ing lbookie, but newBIPaper 
cuUi,np right to the ceiJd·ng 'On 81M four Wl8.1I:s. I tJailked 
with ,him albout the relation of Ireland to Eng.Ia:I).d, and 
I said, "Mlr. DiUon, coul'd you not, you Nationalists, go 
to Westminster and, metaphDricalI"ly, take off your cO'ats 
and get to work; and, h·avdng stalted your :grievances, 
endeavoilr to translate ~ur proposed remedies into legis­
lative measures, and improve thin'gIIJ ~f ~u· are n.ot sati's­
fle4 7" "N~t ~t aD! Not aIt -all!" "Why not?" "No 

Na"tiionalist could hold his .seat if ·he did sO." "You 
complain, but will accept no responsibility whatever 
for the right govern.ment for Ireland?" "That is cor­
rect. N'O Irishman would accept any lJ)06i-tion of respOnsi­
bHity or emolument under the British Crown." !'May I 
a5ik a question without seeming to be offensive?" "Cer-

,taiIl'ly, ask what you like."· "My question is, What do 
you Nationalists go to. Westminster for?" "To raise a 
row!" "Wlh:at alb-out?" '" Anything! \ The fWlctioh of 
the .msrh N ati'OnaHst ,~rty is to present a critical optposi­
tion to tJhe Government of the day." ND matter what 
Government it migtht lbe, or what it did! There :was an 
incur8lble, incorrig-iNe, attitude of opposition .that in­
hered in the Irish nature. I had heard it sa:id jocukrly 
that the I'ri'sh were "agin· the Government", but that 
was their Jeader w·h~ put it i'n ISO many words. 

In rel!pect to 1ihe divine Government, we are an lrirs~­
men; for the wthole set and ,Mas of the natu,rall ~ is 
agai'nst God. That is rwlhat the New Tes"t~ment means 
when it eays, "The carnal mind, is emnity against God." 

I thin'k I IWIiIl tell you another Irish story, iJ.lustrative 
of the unreasonaiMeness of sin. I sat in a hotel in Cork 
for the. greater part of a day ~nd received representatives 
of IriSih opini'On. Tihey wanted to find elQPression for it 
on tJhis side af the sea durnng 1ihe war. T-here was one 
man wIllo ,had ,been ·exiJed 'ror hils· country's good durlIll8' 
the .nineileen-ISixteen re.bellion. After a year of, absence, 
he had ,been perm!Ltted .to retu·rn. He ga.ve me pages IOf 
foolscap----which I stilll have ,somewhere-reci-ting the 
alleged economic ills from which Ireland suffered. He 
said, "Read tJh·at a't your leisu're, but there are some 
1ihings I sh'OUJld 1ike to tell you orally." After a wbille I 
asked -him questi'O'l18 .. I said, "Mr. So-and-So, I under­
stand from what yo.u Slay that you are determined upon . 
complete aeparatioo from England?" "Albsolutel¥." 
"You do nDt want home rule?" "We will not Ihave home 
r.ule. : HoanerUilers are the' ;worst enemies of Ireland. We 
will have 00 truck or trad'e wilflh Englamd. We demand 
81bsolute SIe/P8il'ation." "That is fine. Suppose at last, 
Weall'ly of your continu3il, everlastin1g, complainbs, Eng­
llllnd ,shou,ld decide to cult the ,painter and tell you to paddle 
your own canoe-is that what you wanU" "That is 
Wlhat we want, and tJhat is what we will ihave." . 

I iS8!id, "Let IUS a'SISume then 1ihaot you have it, what 
.then? TlMs is a .lovely country, mnd it wouad not be, very 
long before it would be a Naboth's vineyard; som·e Ahab 
would want U. !If you hav~ a great de8ll .of wea'l1lh . in' 
your house, you will be wise to see to your locks and 
bolts. You would have to defend yourselves." "Defend 
ounselves? Ireland can ,fight." "We shald n'Ot dispute 
witJh you upon ,that point. IrilShmen have tJh'at reputa­
tion! But you would Ibe a mariti.me' nation, and your -
defence wDu'ld, in the nature of the C81Se, have to be a 
navaJI. defense-; and tlhat is the most expensive for.m of 
defeDISe. Woi1fu. ~U!l" Id·mi:ted poulatiOlIl, could you maintain 
an adeqruate l,ri8'h navy,?" He 881t Iback and laughed 
derd8livelY: "Nay.y! Wlhlat in the world ShDUld we need 
of a navy?" "W!hy sh'OUild you nDt need a navy?" "Why, 
sir, 1fu.ere wou'ld stm· be 1fue Briti'sh' navy"! 

WDtat can you do w·iilh a 'mind like 1ihat? l'hey have 
their dndependence-and tlhey seem to be very unhappy 
with it. But they wou'ld complain, and denounce us; they 
would demand absolute separation, and the r~ght only to 
·albu'se us-and yet eXiperct the British nayy to defend their 
shores! 

1'8 not that like the sinner? ,So incorrigibly oprpose~ 

\ 
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to God that he offers Him nothing Ibut rebellion in actuail 
conduct, and enmity in the 'Very warp and woof of his . 
nature; and yet expects dai~y to be loaded with benefits 
by the Benefactor Whom he berates. . 

Ou·r transgressions, haw many they are! If they cou'ld 
be numbered, if moral qualities could be weiglhed or 
measured, where should we find' anything tfu.!lt could !be 
weig'hedagailWllf; tlbe aggrega:te of the world's sin? ThloU1k 
of that next time you read of the discu'SSioIllS of litile 
committees of religious conventiOlIls, denomi·national 
COlI1JIdttees .thaJt are going to clm'e the 'i,njustice of our 
sociwl order, aIIIId genera:l'1y bring j,n the m-iUenruum! I 
cannot see any hope of it. Someone bigger than you, and 
bilMer than I, must do tfu.at! 

H. 
And SOMEONE HAS' DONE IT: "He was wou·nded for 

. ou·r tnmsgll'essiOlIlS, he was 'bru·Lsed for our iniquities." 
Let me remal"k thaJt God. never ignores kwman .sin. 

He never passes it by. "Though hand join in hand, the 
I wicked shall not .be unpuni:shed." We say of the Royal 
. Calna:dian Motmted fuliee .that '~he always gets his man", 

that the ann of tfu.e L8JW is etrOJllg and long, and reaohes 
out after tJhe transgressor until he is found. So is it 
with the Divine Gov.ernment: God never makes li.ght of . 
sin; 1Jhe Biible never ·malres Ug·ht of si,n. 

I ha:v·e seen, on one or two' occasions, su.rgeons pre­
parinlg for an operation. I have even worn tJheir rOlbes. 
I have· seen them with their sterilized gowns, and masks 
a:clOlSS the lips and nose. Soane layman woudd 'say, "That 
is aB un,necessary; .1 can do the patient no harm;' But 
the expert. mows that death may lurk ~n somethin.g tJhat 
·the most ·powerful microscope can scarcely dilSoover-and 
he will not .play wi1Jh it. Human Ufe is at stake. It is 
becaul!le he knows so mudh tha:t he is so carefua. . . 

Theologieail professors .plaY discuss llglhtly and_super­
fidaLl¥ the great fact of moral evH in the world; and 
the baha~ourjsts may 1lra:ce hwl.f of :hu·Ilidred misdemean­
ours to sQlIne glandular malfo,mnation and all tJhat ki,~d 
of n.onsense--Ibut God does not so reason. He knows the 
seat 0If hUman sin; and He never passes it 'by. 

There is a doctriiIle among scientists which they call 
"the ooIliServation- of eIlJel'lgy". It is a theory, a hypothe­
sis, wfhich seems very reasonaJble; and it is to th'is effect, 
that the .Slum-tot~l of the energy of the univ·erse never 
in'Creases, and never dimi·nshes. It is always the same. 
It may change i'ts' fo:rm, it may find. mamIfold and multi­
form expresS'ions, 'bUJt its total is aJl.ways the same. 

'Take a !piece of coal. There is a certain amount of 
. enel'lgy wrapped up in it. It .can be transformed· into heat 
or light, into motion or sound. It is capable of many 
transfo~ations, eX'Pressi()Dos, or manifestations, ibut the 
enel'18"Y that is locked UJp, as it is released, is not wasted: 
it takes nothing· from, but is part of, the sum-total of 
the enel'lgy of the unIverse: 

I read something i,n a radio magaZine some years 8igo, 
wiq'ich I cannot verify, but it W8i8 giV'eIl as fad. It was 
to this effect, that lSOOIloooe .pi.cked up a programme, with 

. a sensitive rad·io, that. had been :broadcast two. years 
:before. It had been f1oam'fllg about somewthere in space, 
but the energy that projected that programme into space 
was in it, ·and u.ltimately it·turned roundabout somehow 
andregisflered i.tself upon the recei;viiIlg set. 

'''Every idle word . that men shall speak, they shailI give 
accou'nt thereof in the day of jlllidrgtmerit." Would you 
like .to have· ~M your words Wl'Ii.tten ~ow.n? Would you 

Uke to have aILl the thou,gtht-e.n.el'lgy-for it takes enel'lgy 
to tlhriJllk. That is why some people do not think! I some­
times see PEl9ple like that in .my conrgregation; they sa¥, 

. "All ri'ght, Mr. Prea~her, I IaJlTl .tired; I wiJI sleep Wh.j.le 
you ta·lk." But would you l'ike aill your words and thoughts 
. to he registered, and some time !be called upon to give an 
accoulllit for them? I am sure of this, that no vriolation 

.of thre moral order----lW'hich is.another word for the' nature 
'of Gad----'llo violaJt:ion of tJhe divine nature is ever per-
mitted withoot compE!iIl·sa:tion. Lf there be a la.w wfhi.ch 
conserves the eneI'lg'y of the universe, so is there. a law 
which I may call, the conservation of divine holiness. 
"I am the Lord, I dh!ange not." HLs holy nature can·nort 
be vriolated with impunity. Amy arlitempt even to dis-. 
place, ·.if I may so say, the divine holiness; must be 
reckoned with. 

We have read that some fifty thousand Pol!!s have been 
execu·ted in Poland, ruthlessly murdered by their con­
querors. Many thousands have suffered .a like fate. in 
Czechoslovakia. And the Allied Governments have al­
ready given notice to the enemy, that when the war is' 
over, the perpetrators of these crimes will be brought to 
justice. They must be, from Hitlei down; for there can 
never be national or international stability without it. 

'So is it, my .dear ~riends, in the relation of your sou~ 
and mine, to the God Whom we ·have offended .. There 
is an awful day hf reckoning coming some time. But in 
anticipation of that, this principle of equivalence-I said 
that iniquity means a non-equality, inequality, unbal-. 
ance, eccentricity, an off.,balance of the moral equiliibrirum, 
out-of-order altogether.. I use another word, equivalence, 
the principle of an eye for an eye, imd a tooth for a tooth. 
That principle enters into the Divine Government; and 
for these transgressions and iniquities, there must be 

. wounds; there must be a reckoning. 
Therein lies the fallacy of the philosophy of pacificism: 

which surbstitutes .sentimentality for sense. There /WaiS 
.a meeting held. in Old· Lonaon recently, when a company 
. of friends passed resolutions asking for peace, and ob­
jecting to the British blockade because it was starving 
German women and children. When challenged, their 
answer was,· "The Scripture says, 'Agree with thine 
'adversary' quickly', and, 'If .thine enemy hunger, feed 
him'." But what a superficial view that is of govern­
ment. ,That is not the Divine Government. . God always 
takes account of sin. Hence in our text we read of 
wounds and bruises, the inevitable conseq~ences of sin. 

Bttt whose wounds o:nd bruises are they' What 
wounds could possibly atone for. the world's sin? "He 
was wounded .. '. he was bruised." Who was He? This 
is brought into ·the light of the New Testament, and we. 
know who He was, that He was none other than the 
God-Man, "God manifest in the f1esh"-"wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities." 

The spectacle of the cross is the spectacle of a suffer­
ing God. He only could offer a quid. pro quo. He only 
could balance the scale. Said He, "Shall I count them 
pure with the wicked balances, an~ with the bag of de­
ceitful weights? . 'Shall I measure them that way?" Oh 
no! We must be measured by Him Who weighs the 
mountains in scales, and the earth in a balance. No one 

"but God could. suffer sufficiently. to make atonement for 
our sins." 

But He was wounded. Who wounded. Him? You say, 
. "The Roman soldiers." Did they? Did they? "Why. yes; 

they drove the nails throllgh his hands .and feet, and ·the 
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spear into His side; they placed a crown of thorns upon 
His brow." Yes, they did: And, alas, our sins fashioned, 
the nails, and from our iowing the thorns grew. But the 
'context says, "It pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath 
put him to grief." Said Peter, by inspiration on the day 
of Pentecost, speaking of Jesus of Nazareth, "Him, being 
delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge 
of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified 
and slain," Back of it all, it was GOd Who Ibruised,Him. 
"The Lord hath made to meet upon him"-think of it, 
will you-"The_ Lord hath made to meet upon him the 
iniquity of us all." No wonder He sweat great drops of 
blood. Could you carry a load like ,that? Oh no! An 
infinitesimal fraction of its weight would have crushed 
you. But He bore it. He "bare our sins in his own body 
on the tr~e." 

When was He wounded? This was written long before 
the day that Jesus was crucified at the place called Cal­
vary. We make a great mistake when we shut the atone­
ment up to a few brief hours on Calvary. That was the 
climax, the culmination, the completion, when He cried, 
"It is finished", anft bowed His head and gave up the 
ghost. But His suffering did not begin there. Nor did 

. His suffering begin at any time during the incarnation. 
God was manifest in the flesh, and all that He endured 
was manifest through His flesh during those days. But 

, if you read your Oid Testament you will often find the 
cry of an anguished heart. The cry He uttered at the 

. place called Calvary was not uttered there for the first 
'time, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" 
you will find in the Psalms. You can almost, if it were 
reverent to say so, feel the tears, of Heity when He cried, 

-"Hear, 0 heavens, and give ear, 0 earth: for the Lord 
hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, 
and they have rebelled against me. The ox knoweth his 
owner, and the ass his master's crib: but Israel doth not 
know, my people doth not consider. Ah sinful nation, a 
people laden with iniqui.ty, a seed of evildoers, children 

. that are corrupters: they have forsaken the Lord, they 
have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they 
are gone away backward." ' 

You have seen a father or a mother, or mayhap a wife, 
in ,tears, broken-hearted by someone's sin. And sin 
breaks the heart of God; it pierces Him to the heart. The 
Bible says that He was slain "from the foundation of 
the world". The mystery of the cross,. with all its im­
plications and its eternal efficacy, had a place in the mind 
of God before the morning stars sang together, or all 
the sons of God shouted for joy; Jesus Christ the God­
man suffered; He has always suffered. "He was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities" 
-yours and mine. Our sins, yours and mine, have been 
the greatest problem of the universe; and God has borne 
the bllrden Himself, and divine grace has solved the 
problem. 

III. 
"·THE CHASTISEMENT OF OUR PEACE WAS UPON HIM." I 

wish I had a oon,gregation of British statesmen,to-ni'ght. 
I wisih I, were pemnitted ,to spea:k to those Who may have 
a part some day in discussing and settling terms of peace 
"There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked." Peace 

. is not a negative quality. Peace, in a national or inter­
'national sense, means far more than the silence of the 
guns lilnd the demobilization of an army: That only is 
peace which is broad-based upon principles of righteous-

ness. There is in that word the very idea of satisfaction; 
and there could be no peace which does not render satis­
faction to God. 

I heard' Mr. Chamberlain yesterday, and several times 
he said-he did not employ the word with the deep sig­
nificance with which I now use the word-but he said, 
in effect, "We shall not make peace with the, pr~sent Gov­
ernment of Germany; and we shall not make peace with 
Germany at all until they give proof which satisfies us, 
that they will do thus and so." I tell 'you there can be 
no peace the terms of which do not satisfy God. Pass as 

. many resolutions as' you will, but ,the King of kings and 
LOl"d of lords demands recognition,' and there will be 
peace only as the principles of His holy nature are 
satisfied. ' 

I have said it in other forms before, but I repeat it, 
,there can be no peace that is not satisfactory to our own 
moral nature. A man has been wanted by the police. 
He .has caref.ully covered hi.s tr-wckls, and has skil.fully 
disguised h'imself, so that his identity is unknown. He 
has nothing to fear for the ,pr,esent; the officers of the 
Law do not know where he is. But he carries a police­
man within his own breast, and one day a respectable 
man walks into a police 'station and says, "Here I am; 
I am So-and-So. I am glad ,to have it o,!er. lowe society 
something." -

There can be no peace for any of, us apart from such 
satisfaction as is rendered to the nature of God; and to 
our own consciences; a satisfaction that will restore the 
moral balance, and bring us into harmony with the right­
eousness of God. 

And that, Jesus Christ provided for. Hence it is said, 
"The chastisement' of our peace was upon him." "He is 
our peace"-an~ there is no other foundation of peace. 

IV: 
"AND WITH HIS STRIPES WE ARE HEALED," Our trans­

gressions atoned for by His wounds, our 'peace secured 
by His rendering of satisfaction to righteousness; and 
"by his stripes we are healed". I wish I could discuss 
that with you for a while, but I must not. What a mys­
tery is the science of divine therapy! What medicaments 
are wrapped up in the blo4?d I 

How is it that by His stripes we are healed'? I went 
into the hospital the ot~er day to see someone who was 
very ill, and had just had a second transfusion of blood.' 
A nurse eame as I sat beside the, bed, to remove some­
thing from the arm. The patient was quite conscious 
and lihe nurse asked her, "Was the donor a professiona:l 
donor?" The patient did not understa!Ild, and the nurse 
explained, "T,here are professional donors of blood. I 
wish I were one." I said, "You do?" "Yes; they get 
twenty-five dollars for it-and that would come in handy 
to me." There are peOple who' give their ,blood for a 
price. But the patient lay there, and she said, "No, it 
was not that. The blood I received was from my son. 
He gave it to me." . 

In some way I do not understand, and you do not' 
llnderstand, yet in the fact ,of which we may by' faith 
rejoice, "by his stripes we are healed." "The life of the 
flesh is in the blood; and fhave given it to you upon the 
altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the' 
blood that maketh an atonement for the 'soul." And in 
pouring out His blood, He 'poured out His life. He in­
jected His life into us, gave us. new life. "The Good 
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Shepherd giveth his life for the sheep"-by which He 
meant, giving His blood. "By his stripes we are healed." 

Do you know what that means? I cannot explain it, 
but I know it is true, and rejoice in the fact of .it: "By 
his stripes (I am) healed." Will you say that to your­
self? Will you make it very personal? Will you let· 
your whole soul go out in loving adoration to the Lamb 
of God, and tell Him you thank Him for His wounds and 
His "bruises, and for His chastisement, and for His many 
stripes, for the communication of His life to you? Heal­
ed! Healed for ever; sins washed away; . made whole 
through the blood of the Lamb. 

It is an old ~tory I have brought you. I have told' 
you nothing new: I have not tried to, because I do not 
want you to put your trust in anything else. There is 
no other way of being saved ·than through. the crucified 
and risen Son of God. Oh that He may give us eyes 
to see Him! I heard a great preacher speak once about 
what Christ takes away. Someone had objected to yield­
ing to Him because He ,takes away· so much! This great 
preacher said, "He does. He takes away everything evil. 
The Holy One has stoQped to Ibeoome the sinner's scav­
enger." "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
-that taketh. awo,y!-1lbe sin of the world." 

TO ALL MEMBERS OF JARVIS STREET 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

This note js to Il"emind ali members of Jarvis 
Street Baptist Church that our financial year will 
close March 31st, and to express the hope that 
every member who' may be in arrears in his or her 
offering will plan to m~ke it up by that date. -

A LECTURE ON SWITZERLAND 
Next Monday e\Tlen'ing, March 4th, in Jarvis Street 

Church, an illustrated lecture entitled, "Switzerland, 
European Toroh of Freedom", will !be.delivered Iby Mr. 
Anton R. Lendi, of St. Gadl, ·Switzerland. 

Swi,tzerland is the oldest of European democracies, and 
'notwithstandin-g the varied races' which make up its 
pqpulation, ihas been /Without war for some centudes. 
Switzerland is the on!ly country in Europe that has not 
been attacked by ·Germany during the last :hundred y~ars. 

In view of the war situation, and, of the fact that an 
anny of a half million from a small country whose total 
ipOpulation is onlly four .miUion, .stands guard on the Swiss 
frontier to defend its neu'trality, this ,lecture shou'ld ,be of 
great i·nterest to everyone. A coHection will be taken 
and after advertising expenses aTe paid, anything t'hat 
is ilef.t over will ibegiven to the Junior Dorcas Society 0If 
Jarvis Street ChurclJ. to iProvide them. with raw materiaJ, 
wool and other things, for their work for the troops. 

NEWS OF UNION CHURCHES 

ENCOURAGEMENT IN OUR NEW MISSIONARY 
UNDERTAKING... . 

An encouraging response to 'our recent appeal for the new 
·undertaking in Montreal' has already 'been received. Some 
twenty churches and individuals have sent in either gifts or 
'promises for this new work, and we have received word from 
other churches which plan to send special help in the near 
future. For all this we are most grateful to God, believing 

that this 'burden upon the hearts of our churches and pastors 
has been put there by the Great Head of the church. 

If the Executive of the Union were administrators of a 
wealthy estate with huge financial resources from which to 
draw, we should not need to appeal to our constituency for 
money to undertake promising missionary enterprises. Such 
an ar.rangement would save the Executiv.e officers of the 
Union much care and anxiety for the financial side of things. 
But we believe there would be a real loss to the people in 
our churches. They 'would no longer ·be direct partners in 
our' missionary endeavours, and they would thus miss the 
joys and the sorrows of those who have a· personal share 
in the work of the Lord on our mission fields. 

A phrase that is of significance in this connection occurs 
in the Book of .Acts: "And ·the saying pleased the whole 
multitude." Such phrases as this, we ·say,. teach that the 
church is' a democratic institution. That is true, but there 
is more than that to it: these words give us the basis of 
New Testament democl"acy. .And thaJ; basis is nothing less 

. than the fact that the Holy Spirit of God speaks directly to 
the multitude, to each believer as well as !to the apostles. 
There is no monopoly of the Holy Spirit. Baptist conwctions 
make us democratic in church government; our poverty is a . 
guarantee that we shall remain so. "It pleased the whole 
multitude." We can do only what the multitude-the beldev­
ers at large-enable us to do. The entire authority, humanly 
speaking, is with the people, and that means that the. re­
sponsilbility aliso is theirS. 

It is with this doctrine in mind that we rejoice in the 
response to our special appeal for. Montreal. "Where the 
pillar of cloud leads, there the manna falls." We have reason 
to rej oice not only' in the pillar of cloud but in the manna. 
We would again seek to lay the burden of our entire mis­
sionary work upon the hearts of God's stewards, for they in 
this goSpel age are the instruments through which His ,bounty 
comes. 

MAY HE MULTIPLY THIS 
A friend whose portion of this world's goods is smal'}, 

writes: "Herewith I enclose one .piti£u.I little dollar •.•• Oh, 
how vast are the demands these days, making one feel 8um -
a 'drop' won't count, :but hundreds of 'little drops' may, even 
now, 'make a mighty ocean', and our Father is the great Mul­
tiplier! So it goeth for-tho And as I thus write, the one dollar 
has increased to two, ·herewith:. enclosed. 'He maketh grass 
.to grow upon the mountains.' You know my' special is the 
Seminary. It has a :big hold upon myoId heart. Those boy­
pastors thrill me to the innermost core, and the staff plodding 
on with new classes ranks very high! The work as I see it, is 
so great.'" 

Bibl. School Lea80a OutliDe 
OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

Vol. 4 I First. Quarter Lesson 10 

JOHN THE BAPTIST 

Lesson Text: Matthew 11. 

Mareh 10th, 1940 

Golden Text: "Come untO me, all ye that labour and 11ft 
heavy laden, and I will give ,you rest."-Matthew ;ll :28. 

t. The Perplexity of John-verses 1 to 6. Read,.o Lk. 7:18-23. 
John the Baptist had been languishing in pri-son for about 

a year. Watile in prison he heard tidings of the rejoicing of 
the people, who glorified God because of the mi'1"acles of Christ, 
and who declared that a Great Prophet had risen up (John 

. 6:14), and that God had indeed visited His people (Lk. 1:67, 
78; 7:16). 
. In his isolation, weanness and inactivity, the 'prophet John 
had evidently become altogether depressed and discouraged 
(1 Kings 19:4). He found difficulty in understanding the 
import and implications of his own testimony, in view of cir­
cumstances (Matt. 3:1-17; Mk. 1':1-8; Lk. 8:1-18; John 1~16-34; 
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1 Pet. 1:10-12). If Ghrist were indeed: the Messiah, destined 
to Uberate .the captives (Isa. 61:1), why should His prophet 
,be confined to prison sWl? If He were the great Judge Who 
should purge the land from sin and put away unrighooous­
ness (Matt. 3-12), why did iniquity still a.bound? If He were 
the mighty Deliverer of Hi·s people, w.hy were the Jews in 
,bondage to .the tyrants of 'Rome? Some such quesotions as 
these harassed the mind of John. 

John the Baptist showed wisdom in applying di·rectly to 
Christ for the solution of his difficulties (Jas. 1:5). Doubts 
wi.H ~isappear in the light o-f the Lord (Psa. 36:9). 

Our Lord offered John the ·witness of His wonderful wnrks 
(Jo-hn 5:36; 10:38; 14:11). Healing was being granoted. to 
the blind, the lame, the lepers and the deaf, while the dead 
had been brought .to life.' -Christ :was thus fulfilling the 
testimony of the .old Testament Prophets concerning the 
mini&try of Messiah as Healer (Isa. 35:5, 6), and as TelMlher, 
for the 'Coming One would preach good tidings to the meek, 
th'OSe w~o were pa:~ient under oppression (Isa. 61:1). 

13:24; 16:16). It costs no effort to be lost, one need only 
drift (Heb. 2:1-3). 

Christ exhorted the people to hear and receive the message 
of John, who had come in the spirit and power of Elijah 
(Mal. 4:5; M.att. 17:1'0-13; Lk. t:17; John 1:21). The people 
of that day had ,been looking for Elijah to rise from the 
dead, and to come in person to herald the advent of the 
Messiah. 

The people of ·that 'generation were fickle, oUIlreasona.ble 
and chi.Jdish. They rejected the Lord Jes·us, as they rejected 
John. They did nut know what they wanted, and were dis­
pleased and dissatisfied with the methods o-f 'both. They found 
fault with Christ ·because· He· ate with the publicans and 
sinners; they criticized John because he did not. Time would 
prove the. justice o! the Divine cause. 

IlL Reproach for the Wicked-verses 20-24. Read also Lk. 
10:13-15. 
Men reject .the mercy of God at their own perio} (Rom •. 

2 :4, 5). Our ·Lord pronounced a salemn sentence upon the 
John the Baptist had stumbled (Isa. 8:14, 1'5; Matt. 13:57; 

26:31; 1 Pet. 2:8), partly through his failure to believe all 
that "the prophets had written,for they spoke not only of His 
glory, but also of His humiliation (-Lk. 24:25). The Word 

. of the Lord will keep men fro-m stumbling (Psa. 119:11, 165; 
Jude 24). The believer should keep his eyes upon the Lord, 
rather than upon his circumstances (Matt. 14:30; Heb. 12:2). 

. cities which had been favo.lH'ed with His presence and per­
sonal testimony. If the aneient cities o-f Tyre, Sidon and 
Sodom had ·been punished for their iniquity, Chorazin, Beth­
saida and Capernaum, which·.had more 8Ibundant opportuni­
ties to repent, need not hope .to escape judgment • 

It would seem that there are to be degrees of cond~mnation. 
·Christ predicted that the .lot of some who had not repented . 
would be more tolerable than that of others whose privi-leges 
had been greater (Lk. 10:12; 12:47, 48). God is a righteous 
Judge, and He wm deal justly with men. II. The Praise oi John-verses 7 to 10. Read also Lk. 7:24-35. 

Even as the messengers were -leaving to return to John the 
Baptist, our ·Lord paid glowing ·tribute ,to him (Matt. 21:32; 
John 5:35). His present obscurity did not imply that this· 
man who had :preached so strongly ·was a fickle, unstable 
teacher (Eph. 4:14). Neither did his former popula·rity prove 
that he was a courtier, a flatterer, or a man-pleaser. John 
the .Bapti&t was ·none other than the Forerunner of the Lord 
(Is~. 40:3, 4; Mal. 3:1; Matt. 3:3; Mk. 1:2, 3; Lk. 1:76; 
Jolin 1:23). He was the last and the greatest of the prolPhets 
who foretold the coming o-fthe Messiah. 

Notwithstanding the coItlparative greatness of John the 
Baptist, he merely announced and ushered in the Kingdom, so 
ithatthe subjects of the King l!Xe greater than he in regard 
to their position andprivi.leges (Matt. 13:16; ·Lk. 10:23, 24). 
Entrance into the Kingdom is granted to those who valiantly 
strive and press into it, who. put forth effort to overcome 
all obSta:cles in ·their way, as men do who capture· a city (Lk. 

IV. Rest for the Weary-verses 25 to 30. 
Earthly wi&dom· will not avail whim it comes to grasping 

spirituall tr.lloth (1 Cor. 1:19-21, 27-31; 2:~4). The principles of 
God's' government can be understood only by those who take 
the humble place before Him cPsa. 8:2i Lk. 10:·21,22; 18:17). 
Only such as come to the Father through the Son will receive 
the revelation of Divine truth, all of which is gathered up 
in Christ (John 14:6; Acts 4:12; Eph; 1:9, 10; Col. 1:16-19; 
2:9). 

The Lord ex:tends a gracious invitation of rest to all who 
. labour and are heavy .laden. He alone can give quietness of 

spirit ~n the midst of a world which is in constant turmoil" 
(John 14:27; 16:33). The rest of' faith is a .blessed rest 
(Heb. 4:3). Christ also promises the rest of confidence to 
those who take ·upon themselves the yoke of His service 
(Heb. 4:9; 10). He Who is strong witl ,bear :the. iburden 'with 
them. . 
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